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PRE F ACE. 

TIlE plan. of the present publication is suffi. 
ciently obvious. The Introductions to the 
different Speeches are intended to elucidate 
the History of the l\leasures discussed, and of 
the Periods to which they relate. But the 
most satisfa.ctoI1, indeed the only 3C(;urate, 
manner of giving the History of the Times, 
must always be to give an account of the Persons 
who bore the chief part in their transactions. 
This is more or less true of all annals; but it 
is peculiarly so of political annals. The course 
of state affairs, their posture at any givep. 
period, and the natur.e of the different mea
sures propounded from time to time, can only 
be well understood, by giving an accurate 
representation of the characters of those who 
figured most remarkably upon the scene. 
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It is no~, however, by diose pieces of com
position which abound in many histories, 
under the name of "Characters," th~t any thing 
like this knowledge can be conveyed. With
out any regard to, fine. writing, measured and 
balanced p .. eriods, or neat and pointed anti
theses, the personages must be described such 
as they really were,. by a jU&t mixture of gene
ral remark's, and reference to particular pas
sages in their lives. In no other way. can 
they be made known; in no other way, in
deed, can the very first requisite' of such, 
sketches be attained,-the exhibition of the 
peculiarities that marked the Qriginals,-the 
preservation -of the individuality <>f each. 

The works of some of our most celebrated 
writen;, botl! ancient and mddern, deserve to 
be studied, with the view of avoiding as much 
as .it is possible their manner of performing this 
most important of the Historian's duties. The 
main object in thos~' compositions plainly is, 
to turn sentences, and not to paint characters. 
The same plan is pursued in all cases~ Is an 
able ruler, and one of virtuous life, to be .. 
described? The author considers what quali-
ties are wanting to constitute great capacity 
for affairs .. So he hangs together the epithets 
of wise, and prudent, and vigorous, and pro-
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vi dent ; and never fails to bestow on .the indi
'vidual great caution in forming his plans, and 
much promp.titude in executing them. But 
discrimination must be shewn. So the author 
reflects how t~e excess of a virtue may become 
a vice; and therefore the hero of the tale has 
prudence without timidity-boldness without 
rashness-and a great many things without a 
great many other things. Accordingly, we 
find the produce of a workmanship as useless 
as it i~ easy, to be a set of characters all made 
nearly in the same mould, witho'ut distinction 
of colour, or feature, or stature; displaying the 
mere abstractions of human nature, and apply .. 
ing, almost equally,. one set to any able or 
virtuous person, and the other to any person 
of inferior capacity and of wicked life. The 
Spe'eches put into the mouths of great men by .. 
the ancient Historians are from the same kind 
of workshop-eato is made to deliver himself 
exactly like Cresar; that is, they both speak as 
SaIl ust wrote. 

In the attempts which these volumes con: 
tain, t9 reprpsent individuals, for the purpose 
of recording the History of their times, all 
ambition of fine writing has been laid aside, 
and nothing, but the facts of each case, and 
the impressions actually left upon the writer's 



viii 

memory, has ever been regarded in the 
least degree. With one only exception, the 
sketches are the result of persona.l obkv
ation, and in g~neral of intimate acquain
tance; so that each individual rnay be said 
to ha.ve Bitten for his picture. No sacri
fice has ever heen made to attain the unsub
stantial and unavailing praise of felicitous 
c~mposition. N or has .any the least door been 
left open to feelings of a worse kind, whether 
amicable or hostile. The relations of friend
ship and enmity, whether political or' per
sonal, have been wholly disregarded, and one 
only object kept steadily in view_the likeness 
of the picture, whether critical Or moral.'" 

* In describing the persons who mainly contributed to abolish 
the Slave Trade, the reader 'Will perooi.v~ that the lnuch-bono'll'red. 
llame of Z. Macaulay is .omitted. lIe had. nbt, in fact't ceased to 
live when that Introduction was printed, and hopes were still en
tertained llf his remaining some time longer amongst u& This 
great omission, tla.erefore, cannot now be supplied. But itmay still 
be recorded, that after Wilberforce and Clarkson, there is DO one 
whose services in the cause as well of Emancipation as of Abolition, 
lEave been more valuahle. It is indeed saying all, to say, as with strict 
accuracy we may, that of Emancipation he was the Clarkson. 
His practical acquaintance, too, with th~ whgle question, from 
actaall'esidence both ~ Africa &lld the West Indies, was of mate
rial use through every part of the great controversy which he almost 
lived to see happily closed. But his 'lahorious habits, hiB singularly 
calm judgment, his great acuteness, the absolute self-denial which 
he eYer shewed in all that related to it, and the 'self-devotion with 
which he sacrificed his life to its promotion, tan 'Only be concei.\"ed 
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It is conceived that some good service may 
be rendered to the cause of human improve
ment, which the author has ever had so much 
at heart, by the present publication, because 
its tendency is to fix the public attention upon 
some of the subjects most important to the 
interests of mankind. The repression, or at 
least the subjugation, of party feelings, must 
be always of material benefit to the commu
nity, and tend to remove a very serious ob.
struction from the great course in which legis
lation is advancing. Party connexion is indeed 
beneficial as long as it only ba.nds together 
those who, having formed their opinions for 
themselves, are desirous of giving them full 
effect. But so much of abuse has generally 
attended such leagues, that reflecting men are 
now induced to reject them altogether. Their 
greatest evil certainly is the one most difficult 
to be shunned-their tendency to deliver over 
the many to the guidance of the fe~, in 
matters where no dominion e"·er should be . . -

exercised-to make the opinions adopted by 
leading men pass current, without any reflep-

by his fellow-labourers who witnessed these rare merits; and still 
less is it possible to represent adequately the entire want of all care 
about the glory of his good ","orks, which made him indeed ~er 
doing his duty in silence. in obscurity, and in all but neglect. 
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tion, among their fonowers-to enfeeble and 
corrupt the public mind, by discouraging men, 
from thinking for th€Ulselves -:. and to lead mul
titudes into courses which. they ,have no kind of 
interest in pursuing, in order that some design
ing individuals may gain by theil' f911y or their 
crimes. As society advances" such delusions 
will become more and more difficult to practise; 
and it may safely be affir}11ed, that hundreds 
now-a-days discharge the sacred duty to them
selves and their country, of forming their own 
opinions upon reflection, for one that had dis:': 
enthralled himself thirty years ago. 
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Page 378, line 25, for tJice..royaity. readforeigll con!1llmld. 
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- 473, -1I,-dele but. 



NEW PUBUCATION 
01 THE 

ENCYCLOP£DIA BRITANNICA, 

I 
i 
l 

I 
IN MONTHLY HALF VOLU~U:S. i 

------- i 
THE REPUBLICATION of this gn>at NA TlONAL WORK, ill l\Iolltllly ~ 

Ha'f Volumes, price 1110. .. eb, was ~ on the 1st of January last. l 
The blgb reputation whleb IJus Encyclop ... ba has maintained tIuougbout the Sill ElItens1ve Edition. l 

.. bleb ba~e aI_dy been disposed of. and more espeell.I1y the pecubar favour w,th .. Jucb the present I 
Edmon, remodelled 10 all Its departments, has been ftlOel'1'ed, render shke 1l11lleCe'08aty any detatled eIl
planation of Its plan, or commendation of the manner m Whleb It has been executed. A proVlSlon of 
thlft~o thOUll8Dd pages of stereotype plates, and of foUl' bundred engravUlgs on .l~l. alford. ample &e-I 
curlty that the pubhcation will proceed .. ,th the most rigid punctuality to thecoolpletlOD of the Work. 

In Paper, Typograpby. and beauty of Embelhshment, as .. ell as In the LIterary value of Its eontf'nt&, 
the preoent edlUoa II very far supenor to aU .. hlch bave preceded it. The <tyle of bmdlDg oorubUl ... l 
elegance With durablhty; and tI!~ ronv8llIent Interval& at .. meb the Parts appear. reronunendo I.'le Work ' 
ill an t'Spectal manner to lhooe·woo w15h to rombme the advantage of.to raRlon'CAL aUPPLr 0 .. '''
aTRUCTlvB AKa INT.R.srJNQ •• ~OUIQ 1hTB TRB PERMANBNT ross.ssw. OP .A GaBAT ..t.UTHORt

TATIVS RapSBTOBr OP ALL THII DBPARTIiSlOn OP HUIIA. KNO"'LAOOI!. 

In pub"""!ng, ""parat .. ,» the fol1oWIng LITERARY and SCIENTIFIC TREATISES, from the 
nt'''' EdItion ofth .. ENCll'LOPJEDIA IIRITANNICA, the Propnpton h., .. be. n desIrous. not only 
10 present Ih_ dl~rent artld .. in a form atteSSJble to all. lut hkeWlse to alford the puhhe an oppor
tUUlly of estlmaUng. from suclt speelmena, tbe extetlt and ~ualItl' of the Impro\ements whlcb ba'e been 
muoduced mto eVel! department of tillS grtat National ~ ork. 

I 
R. HAYDON, and WILLlAJ>l 1 

L 
1 In """ octavo. price 6s. 
l pAINTING and THE FINE ARfS. By B. 
\ HAlrrrr. ~ 
~ .. , h~8 illimitable Dtssertation on PRlnttUA'." Tau's Magaaine_ 
~ u !ttl Hal.lttt's deyer TIMbSE', WTlttPD fOT the' Enq('lol.edla BntlRnmca/ has rome under our no-- i 
, tI('P. W II have ..... d no wort.. of that -" ulhor WIth IIftJ thm~ applOll .. hJtI~ 10 the same gra!lllcallC>D •• ~ 
< \te have mpntloned the gntrllcaUOR we have exl enencecl hom the peru"aJ of Mr. H .... lit'. "-y ... e \ 
, must add a SImIlar testimony In favour of hi. fellow-labourer. Mr. Haydon. HIS Treatise aeems to us l 

the lP»ult of 'tudy and oboervauo'!' eIltl!Dl\ve and profolwd. '-QlIarterly ReVIew. ! 

! 
! 

II. 
In post 1Ivn, price 6s. embelhshed WIth Pia .... and Wood-cuts. 

A TREATISE ON G~:OLOGY. By JOHN PHILLIPS, F. R. S., F. G. S. ! 
Pro~ of Grologv 10 Kill!!'. College. Loudon. Author of .. lllnstmuODl of the QeoIDgJ of 1 

YMksbJTe."' a·' GlLIde to Geol~:' &c. &c.. \ 
.. A ma-terly comp ... dlo .... exhlbluon of the lIeneral prllldpl .... objects, and ascertallled data of the : 

yOtlDt:t"St, but not INst robust, of modem 1W1eJ1Ct'S. "--Glasgow Argulll.. I 
.. 0". of the II",., ~ral J .nd practically useful boob eveo pubU"" .... w--B.rmlngb.m Herald. ,i 
.. An adnumble digest of geological knoWledge. "-E<lmburgh Advertlier. ! 

III. ~ 
In a b • .w- yolume. tto, prll:.9o., .. itb numerous EDgrtlVUJgs, and.coplous )lu8u'aJ mIlS- ; 

tmtJonl. Intt'rsperwd. Wlth thi!lKext, ~ 
AN ESSAY ON THE THEORY AND PRACTICE OF 1 

l\lUSICAL COMPOSITION. with aD Appt"ndlX and Notes. including the 1 
.I.. Amde .. 1>l\w.," 10 tbe current EdltJoa of the EIICrCLOP&DIA BRlr411111CA. By G. F. ! 
GHAR ... , .~sq. j t 

.. A maslerly and con'p-ehenslve _y."-.\tbHlll'Um. , 

.. " e never .... !IO mucb lOund practical IDformataon OIl the sutuect compresed Into the same ! 
SJl&Cf".""-"'pectator. { 

.. A lUCId and bannoruOWl arrangemellt of !he pnnciplea of the art. "-Muaacal World. ! 

l IV. 
I In post llYn, pIlce 6a. Uluotmted bJ upward. of 100 Engravings on Wood, and a Chert of MAg11dlC 

I 
~ Cu~ 

I A TREATISE ON MAGNETISM. By Sir DAVID BaEwSTEa, LL. D., 
F.R.!' •• {'o""poruim1l' lItemberofthe RovallnstltuteofFranre. At./(c • 

.. Th ... ,,1. ndld Rru,l b. i>1l l'aTld B""",",,,,, 00 M .... netlsm '-'\\OrDlllg Hfl'aId. 

.. OlSllnlt"'s/lf'd by th .. '·r ...... th of _",h. fehclty end V8lIPty of ,Ihlatrauon. and bradth of yl<!w, 

I whICh ehllract.,..,." the o.1><-r works of th,. eml~lI' phl!o&oplwr."-GlftIl!OW AI!t\l8o 
.. We < ... nbally ret"OI-.d It to the pubbc fur Ito cboepoao, ac<:~raey. and profoun,1 ocieo<:P.-

i Glaago", LODlutu\looaL 
l-_ . _.~ --. - , ,,- . , - --. - - -'"'' ,,-------~-- ------~----' 



y. 
10 ~t 8.0, pnee GIl. COj lO,wy IlJu"traled with Wood cut.o, 

l\IINERALOGY, liccordmg to the r-dturdl 1I1~tt,ry S",tefll. By Ho>'rPT 
L JAM'~"'" F R.SS L. & E., Reglo. Prote.oorof Natural H,.too, and Le<'tu_'~. \llf"'ral,~, 
ID the Un" erslty of EdlObur~h • .l. c. "'", &e. 

U To the student of mlller3lo~y such 8 trealllOe II" tblS it peeuharlv yatu;thl,., frnm Itt .H'11)\) '1t1 flf 

arrangement. and JUdiCIOUS oomp"f'S"Iloo. no If.>lll than from ttl chetlpn"!J&."--(II"~"'II. '- !~tTlt: • 
( .. 1 he accuracy of the author'a knowledge in th .. JJ1lportant branch of .. "'II"" Ia u"n."""I,,' 

Scotsman .. 

VL 
In pus' Bvil. l1ltt'-tnted wIth upwards of Sixty "'()("'C"'u·~. r"'4'" (h. 

'!"HE FRUIT, FLOWI::R.and KITCHEN GARUE~. JJ,I I ATMn :"<inu, 
LL D, F,I{ ., E , ~ecretJlr, to the CaledoDlan 1I01'"".1Iu ... " "oo<"Y 

.. One of the be>t modem boo\" on Gardemng extaot; cI,ar, wml'rch."me, and 10 "pry I>&rt .. 11 
reasoned. '-Louooo's Garden£'1'·s M,,~utne • 

.. The best book of the klOd,"-NutlIDl(h,m Journal • 

.. The hut reaJlv prorl.raJ treatll," on Horticulture we h.>e ~ "-l-rn'""M't County C. .... 'tIP 

VII. 
In p""t Bvo, wltII Elghlt>en Plateo. PTlce Go. 

1\IOLLUSCOUS ANIMALS, IIIcludmg SHlLL-F,-R: ('llllt.llnong an E,,\.o 
81tlODOf their ~tructure, ~vstematlcat Arran(ement, PhY"l('aJ I>1.4tnbutll)II, an I [)lf8tNl ... al t·, ., 

wIth a reference to the Extinct Rae.... I y JOR" FL'''''''', II 11., • II ., ~ , M Y\ , , Pn (_" of 
Natural Ph,los"phy 'n the U"ner .. ty and Kmg'a Lollege. Ab<>rr\~lI. ~Il ~c ... , 

.. DlsttngUlshed by a perft'Ct knowledi!e of the Vl'ry CUTH"'» and ,nlRT ... ,lOt! ... hJert of"huh It .r ... t-, 
by a severe and searchmg analys," of the e> Ident:e, and a dear.od m .... rlJ &r.&nIl'OOI"'1 of the muil/-
fMlous detail. connected Wlth tt "-Glasgow COIuutut'onal. 

VIIf. 
1n one volume R'"O,j'rl('e 91 

I DISSERTATION ON THE PROGRESS OF ETHICAl. PIIILO-
~OPHY, d>1.Oy during thp '-event ... "th And Ell{hteeoth (' .. "tury By th. RIKhl II,," -I' , l JAM"S ~"CK"T<1'H, LL I)., F K.!> -YI IIh a f'rd .... -e by tlte Itn, W'LLIAM WH .... U, M , frl 

1 low of Tnnlty Colleg., l'aml)TIdJ'''' 
" Done with tute-. ,hsmmm8Utln. And, a, far the au' JM would Rlmlt, that peliP an41 fWTlf i( ldty ~ 

~ which dow from the complete m atf'TV or ~ ("on~(n181 Auhtt'Cl "'-Qu"ttt?Th IIfJ'Vll"W I .. That mlmltRhle 'DJ~rt.llth)n on Ethical Phtloeopby,' wh ch b J'I i"fh~ to thp Of"_ J:t:!tU01I of 
I the Encyclopa!d,a."-F·ranc18 J~tfrey, 

! IX. 
In 4to. wIth Fourt ...... 2nlfl'8v"'#nI, prlN'IJoi. 

ELEMENTS OF ANATOl\JY. GE:'IiERAL, SPECIAL, AND COM-
PARATIVE. By DAYIDCRAI8IB. M,D , 

n Whhout bT8Dchlnt( out tnto unnrcE'MArv dt>tarlll. the lH(h~ point .. of fl-oV'h dlri_on ., .. rh .• ...,. t~ 
fore the readet In a clear and conCise {though &utH(,lfmtly (,omru hftt .. y"". II aunf''', tht> .. h 11.- t."l, ng. 
volume which may be ppru~ Wlth pleu.ure "nded, an~, both by l1Ie Dim J'nnf1il .. ionaJ Tnaaul ... Je €'e 
and the practt.a1 allatomIIL"-Lanrel, 431:1, vol. I 1811--3:l 

X. 
In quarto. price 120. with upwarda of 'foO) F'/(UffI ...... utl(ully €1IjfJ1I,.1 on """I. 

THE NATURAL HISTORY of QUADU.UrEU5 and WHALES, 
JAM .. WrLSOIl, J' R.S.E., M. W ,S,. &l:. "'c. By , 

XI. 
In 4to. wIth T ..... ty-<;e .. m En", .. vlhp. price Ii, A SYSTEM OF ARCHITECTURE, with the PRAC flCE OF BUILD. 

ING. By W'LLf.M H08&'N8, F S.A , ArrhltecL 

XII. 
In qUBrto~ pnce!ll. w.th ,1' FI~ 1!D~"ocI on _I. A ~ INTRODUCTION t. the NATUHAL HISrOu,Yof FISHES, 

JAJf" WIL60N. P.R.S.E. r.r. w.s, "'Co cln:. 
XJlL 

By 

In a thIck "olume peat octa .. o. IIIUltTalRd w,ltt "''''')' En;:ravlIlp and "oodnIf4, 1m ... 90-
TREATISES on VARIOUS SUBJE('TS ot NATUHAL and <..:HE

MIC-\L 'PHILOSOPHY. By Sir JOH" LKSLIP, P,n'-'" of Natural Phlln."l'hy in u,~ l n .. \ 
venityof Edloburgh. "'/tla a Memoir 01 b .. Ll/e ...... Wr.0"IL 

XIV 
In Uo, pnce lliL ... itll MIl t'l1lU_ "'.<t ...... Oft SI""', \ A GENERAL ANU SYSTEMATIC l'REA'rJ:,E 

! By JAM .. W"" .. N. F.R,S.Ii:., U.W ..... .!lco.!le. 

I 
X~ 

A In 410, with Thlrtetn Enlfl'8"lnp. price CIa. 
SYSTEM OF AORICULl URE. By Juu CUGUOIlJol. E&q. 

! 
.. The beat .CCOtInt of the AgrKUlture of the Scotch countl. III to lie f01lD~ In BIoAC.'. £.<I'li'''' 01 

the EDC}'clopalia Bntannu:a."-Louduu', ASTlndt_ po 11711. I 

ON ISSf:"l S, . 

(~~ ~ ~ ~ 


