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PREFACE.

Tue plan of the present publication is suffi-
ciently obvious. The Introductions to the
different Speeches are intended to elucidate
the History of the Measures discussed, and of
the Periods to which they relate. But the
most satisfactory, indeed the only acgurate,
manner of giving the History of the Times,
must always be to give an account of the Persons
who bore the chief part in their transactions.
This is more or less true of all annals; but it
is peculiarly so of political annals. The course
of state affairs, their posture at any given.
period, and the nature of the different mea-
sures propounded from time to time, can only
be well understood, by giving an accurate
representation of the characters of those who
fizured most remarkably upon the scene.
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It is not, however, by those pieces of com-
position which abound in many histories,
under the name of “Characters,” that any thing
like this knowledge can be conveyed. With-
out any regard to_fine writing, measured and
balanced periods, or neat and pointed anti-
theses, the personages must be described such
as they really were, by a just mixture of gene-
ral remarks, and reference to particular pas-
sages in their lives. In no other way.can
they be made known; in no other way, in-
deed, can the very first requisite’ of such
sketches be attained,—the exhibition of the
peculiarities that marked the originals,—the
preservation-of the individuality of each.

The works of some of our most celebrated
writers, both anciént and mddern, deserve to
be studied, with the view of avoiding as much
as it is possible their manner of performing this
most important of the Historian’s duties. The
main object in those compositions plainly is,
to turn sentences, and not to paint characters.
The same plan is pursued in all cases, Is an
able ruler, and one of virtuous life, to be
described ? The author considers what quali-
ties are wanting to constitute great capacity
for affairs. . So he hangs together the epithets
of wise, and prudent, and vigorous, and pro-
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vident; and never fails to bestow on the indi-
'vidual great caution in forming his plans, and
much promptitude in executing them. But
discrimination must be shewn. So the author
reflects how the excess of a virtue may become
a vice; and therefore the hero of the tale has
prudence without timidity—boldness without
rashness~—and a great many things without a
great many other things. Accordingly, we
find the produce of a workmanship as useless
as it ig easy, to be a set of characters all made
nearly in the same mould, without distinction
of colour, or feature, or stature ; displaying the
mere abstractions of human nature, and apply-
ing, almost equally, one set to any able or
virtuous person, and the other to any person
of inferior capacify and of wicked life. The
Speeches put into the mouths of great men by
the ancient Historians are from the same kind
of workshop—Cato is made to deliver himself
exactly like Ceesar ; thatis, they both speak as
Sallust wrote.

In the attempts which these volumes con-
tain, to represent individuals, for the purpose
of recording the History of their times, all
ambition of fine writing has been laid aside,
and nothing, but the facts of each case, and
the impressions actually left upon the writer’s
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memory, has ever been regarded in the
least degree. With one only exception, the
sketches are the result of personal observ-
ation, and in géneral of intimate acquain-
tance ; so that each individual may be said
to have sitten for his picture. No sacri-
fice has ever been made to attain the unsub-
stantial and unavailing praise of felicitous
composition. Nor has any the least door been
left open to feelings of a worse kind, whether
amicable or hostile. The relations of friend-
ship and enmity, whether political or" per-
sonal, have been wholly disregarded, and one
only object kept steadily in view—the likeness
of the picture, whether critical or moral.*

* In describing the persons who mainly contributed to abolish
the Slave Trade, the reader will perceive that the much-honoured
name of Z. Macaulay is omitted. Ile bad not, in fact, ceased to
live when that Introduction was printed, and hopes were still en-
tertained of his remaining some time longer amongst us. This
great omission, therefore, cannot now be supplied. But it may still
be recorded, that after Wilberforce and Clarkson, there is no one
whose services in the cause as well of Emancipation as of Abolition,
‘Rave beenmore valuable. It is indeed saying all, tosay, as with strict
accuracy we may, that of Emancipation he was the Clarkson.
His practical acquaintance, too, with the whole question, from
actual residence both in Africa and the West Indies, was of mate-~
rial use through every part of the great controversy which he almost
lived to see happily closed. But his laborious habits, his singularly
calm judgment, his great acuteness, the absolute self-denial which
he ever shewed in all that related to it, and the self-devotion with
which he sacrificed his life to its promotion, can only be conceived
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It is conceived that some good service may
be rendered to the cause of human improve-
ment, which the author has ever had so much
at heart, by the present publication, because
its tendency is to fix the public attention upon
some of the subjects most important to the
interests of mankind. The repression, or at
least the subjugation, of party feelings, must
be always of material benefit to the commu-
nity, and tend to remove a very serious ob-
struction from the great course in which legis-
lation is advancing. Party connexion is indeed
beneficial as long as it only bands together
those who, having formed their opinions for
themselves, are desirous of giving them full
effect. But so much of abuse has generally
attended such leagues, that reflecting men are
now induced to reject them altogether. Their
greatest evil certainly is the one most difficult
to be shunned—their tendency to deliver over
the many to the guidance of the few, in
matters where no dominion ever should be
exercised—to make the opinions adopted by
leading men pass current, without any reflec-

*

by his fellow-lubourers who witnessed these rare merits; and still
less is it possible to represent adequately the entire want of all care
about the glory of his good works, which made him indeed fYefer
doing his duty in silence, in obscurity, and in all but neglect.
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tion, among their followers—to enfeeble and
corrupt the public mind, by discouraging men
fromthinking for themselves - and to lead mul-
titudes into courses which. they have no kind of
interest in pursuing, in order that some design-
ing individuals may gain by their folly or their
crimes. As society advances,. such delusions
will become more and more difficult to pructise ;
and it may safely be affirmed, that hundreds
now-a-days discharge the sacred duty to them-
selves and their country, of forming their own
opinions upon reflection, for one that had dis-
enthralled himself thirty years ago.



ERRATA.

Page 373, line 25, for vice-royalty, read foreign command.
— 407, — 4, for found, read framed.
— 473, = 11,-dele but.
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NEW PUBLICATION

OF THE

ENCYCLOP.EDIA BRITANNICA,

IN MONTHLY HALF VOLUMES,

T HE REPUBLICATION of this great NATIONAL WORK, in Mouthly
Ha'f Volumes, price 18s. each, was commenced on the st of January last.

The high reputation which this Encyclopedia has maintained throughout the Six Extensive Editions
which have already been disposed of, and more especially the peculiar favour with which the present
Ediuon, remodelled 1n all its departments, has been recetved, render alike nunecessary any detailed ex-
planation of its plan, or dation of the 1 which it has been executed. A provision of
thirteen thousand pages of stereotype plates, and of four hundred engravings on steel, affords ample ge-
curity that the publication will proceed with the most rigid punctuality to the compietion of the Work.

In Paper, Typography, and beauty of Embellishmcnt, as well as in the Literary value of its contents,
the present edition 1 very far supenor to all which have preceded it.  The style of banding combines
elegance with duralahity ; and the conventent intervals at which the Parts appear, recommends the Wark
in an especial manner to those-who wish to comiane the advantage of A FERIODICAL SUPPLY OF IN-
STRUCTIVE AND INTERESTING READING WITHE TRE PERMANENT FOSSK8SION OF A GREAT AUTHORI~
TATIVE REPERTORY OP ALL THE DEPARTMENTS oF Human Knoweapor.
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{ In pubhishing, separately, the following LITERARY and Sz‘lENT!FIC TREATISES, from the
new Ediunn of the ENCYCLOPADIA BRITANNICA, the Proprietors have be: n desirous, not only
to prescnt these different articles in a form accessible to all, Lut hkewise to afford the public an oppor-

introduced Into every department of this great National Work.

L

In poat octavo, price Gs.
PAINTING and THE FINE ARIS. By B. R. Havpon, and WiLLian
Hasztrre.

* "} hus immitable Dissertation on Pamnting.”  Tmit’s Magasine.

“ Mr HazhitUs (Jever Treatise, wnitten for the ¢ Encyclopadia Britanmica,” has come under our no-
tice. We have read no work of that Author with any thing approachiag to the same gratitication © ¥
We have mentioned the gratification we have ex; enenced from the perusal of Mr. Has itt's kssay, we
must add a similar testimony in favour of his fellow-labourer, Mr. Haydon. His Treatise seems to us
the result of study and observation, extensive and profound.”—Quarterly Review.

IL
In post 8vo, pri?e 6s. embellished with Plates and Wood-cuts,
A TREATISE ON GEOLOGY. By Jonn Pamures, F.R. S, F. G. S.
Professor of Geologv in_King's College, Loudon, Author of * Illustrations of the Geology of

Yorkshire,” a ** Guide to Geology,” &c. &c.

¢ A masterly compendious exhibition of the general principles, objects, and ascertained data of the
youngest, but not least robust, of modern scrences."—Glasgow Argus.

s Or.e of the most general y and practically useful books ever published.*—Birmingham Herald,

« An admimble digest of geological knowledge."~Edinburgh Advertiser.

IIL
In a handsoine volume, 4to, price 9., with numerous Engravings, and copious Musical ius-
trations, interspersed with thedlext,
AN ESSAY ON THE THEORY AND PRACTICE OF
1\1 USICAL COMPOSITION, with an Appendix and Notes, including the
Artncle * Muac,” mn the current Editios of the ENcyciorxpia Britansica. By G. F.

Granam, Fsq. |

« A masterly and comprehensive essay.”-—Athenreum.

4 W ¢ pever saw 30 much sound practical information on the subject compressed into the same
space."—Spectator.

“ A Jund and hermoniocus s t of she principles of the art."—Musical World.

IV.
In post 8vo, price 6a. llustrated by upwards ofcloo Engravings on Wood, and a Chart of Magnetic
ul

A TREATISE ON MAGNETISM. By Sir Davio Bagwstsa, LL. D.,
F.R.S., Carrespondimg Member of the Royal Institute of France, &¢. & ¢
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« The spiendid artic] by Sir David Brewster on Maraetism "—Morning Herald,

«¢ Distingurshed by that repth of search, felicity and variety of illustration, and breadth of ylew,
which charactense the other works of this emi philosopher.” k Argus.

s« We cardially rec 4 1t to the public for its cheap accuracy, and profound science,*—
Glasgow {onstitutionak
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V.
In ?t 8vo, price s. coj10usly Nlustrated with Wood cuts,
]\IINER ALOGY, sccording to the Natural Iistory Svsten., By Rosrer
& Jameson, F R.SS L. & E., Regiun Professor of Natural History, and Lecturer on Minetalq y
in the Unisersity of Edinburgh, &c. &c. &e
*“ To the student of mineralogy such a treatise as this is peeubiarly valuable, frrm its mnplh 1y of
arrangement, and judicious compression, no less than from 1ts cheapness.” —{ Inerow Coutie

‘* 1he accuracy of the author's knowledge in this important branch of s emce iv unrivalied,’
Scotsman,
VL

n_post 8vn, 1llastrated with upwards of Sixty Woodru'a, prece 6o

PO

LL D, F.R S E, Secretary to the Caledoman orticuttural Socrety
*7 One of the best modern books on Gardening cxtant ; clcar, comprehensive, and 1 every pant well
reasoned. '-~Loudon’s Gardener’s Magasine,
<t The best book of the kind.”"——Nuottinghim Journal,
*¢ 'The first really practical treatise on Horticulture we have seen "—Somerset County Gasette

VIL
In post 8vo, with Eighteen Plates, price Ga.
MNJ OLLUSCOUS ANIMALS, mcluding SHeLL-FisA; contaming an Ejo

sitron of their Structure, Systematical Arrangement, Physical Distnbutios, an | Dietetiral Us s,
with a reference to the Extinct Races. 1y JoBN FLEMING, DD, F RS F , MW S, Professor of
Natural Philosaphy in the Uniterasity and King’s College, Aberdeen, &¢ &c &«

« Disunguished gy a perfect knowledge of the very cunous and interesting subject of which it treats,
by a severe and searching analysis of the evidence, and a clear and magierly arrangeruent of the muitt-
farious details connected with it —Glasgow Constitut'onal,

VIIL
In one volume avo,l{nce

9
DISSERTATION ON THE PROGRESS OF ETHICAL PHILO.

SOPHY, chiefly during the ~eventeenth and Eighteeath Century u{ the Right Hon ~ir
JAMgs MacginTsH, LL D., F K.5 —With a Prctace by the Hev, WitLiam WuswarL, M\ Fel
low of Trimty College, Cambnidge,

< Done w1t¥| taste, shscrimunation, and, ag far the su’ ject would acmit, that ease and perspiculty
which flow from the comp'ete m sterv of a congecmal suhject "—Quarterly rteview

« That ymmitahie * Dissertation on Ethical Philosophy,’ wh ch 15 p efixed to the pew Edition of
the Encyclopztia.”—Francis Jeflrey.

I1X.

In 4to, with Fourteen Eng_‘nvmm, prirf l)s' .
]4‘LEMENTS OF ANATOMY, GENERAL, SPECIAL, AND COM-
PARATIVE. By DAvip Crataig, M.D R
“ Without branching out 1nto unnecessarv details, the leadihg paints of each divison are placed be-
fore the reader in a clear and concise (though sutliciently compre hesmve} w anner, the whle fory ng e
volume which may be perused with pleasure and ad1 antage, both by the non jrotessionai man of siie ce
and the practy al anatomist.,”—Lancet, 434, vol.1 1841—32

X.
1n quarto, price }%s. with upwards of 160 beautifully engrave § on steel,

THE NATURAL HISTORY of QUADRUPEDS and WHALES. By
Janes WrLson, F R.S.E., M.W.S,, &c. &c.

X1
4to, with Twenty-Seven Engravings, price 12s

In 12
ASYSTEM OF ARCHITECTURE, withthe PRACTICE OF BUILD-
ING. By WrLL:am HoskIng, F S.A , Architect.

XII.
n qunrwﬁnau with i3l Figures en,

1 ved on steel,
N INTRODUCTION tethe NATURAL TI‘IS TORY of FISHES. By
James Witsown, F.R.S.E. M. W.5. &c. &c.

XI11L

In & thick volume post octavo, yusirated with many Engravings and W oodcuts, price s

TREATISES on VARIOUS SUBJECTS ot NATURAL and CHE-
MICAL PHILOSOPHY. By Sir Jouns Lusiiz, Professny of Natural Philmophy in the Uny-
versity of Edinburgh. With & Memoir of hus Life and Wriangs.

xiv

N In dto, price 158, with 540 Figures engraved on Steed,
i A GENERAL AND SYSTEMATIC TREATISE ON INSECTS.
By Janrs Witeon, F.R.S.E., MMW.~., &c. &c.
Xv.
In 4to, with Thirteen Engravings, price de.
A SYSTEM OF AGRICULTURE. By Jauis Circhoay, Esq.

** ‘The best account of the Agniculture of the Scotch counties ia to be found in Brack's Editirn of
the Encyclopedia Britanmoa."— Loudon's Agneulturs, p. 1174,
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