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PRE F ACE. 

TIlE plan. of the present publication is suffi. 
ciently obvious. The Introductions to the 
different Speeches are intended to elucidate 
the History of the l\leasures discussed, and of 
the Periods to which they relate. But the 
most satisfa.ctoI1, indeed the only 3C(;urate, 
manner of giving the History of the Times, 
must always be to give an account of the Persons 
who bore the chief part in their transactions. 
This is more or less true of all annals; but it 
is peculiarly so of political annals. The course 
of state affairs, their posture at any givep. 
period, and the natur.e of the different mea­
sures propounded from time to time, can only 
be well understood, by giving an accurate 
representation of the characters of those who 
figured most remarkably upon the scene. 
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It is no~, however, by diose pieces of com­
position which abound in many histories, 
under the name of "Characters," th~t any thing 
like this knowledge can be conveyed. With­
out any regard to, fine. writing, measured and 
balanced p .. eriods, or neat and pointed anti­
theses, the personages must be described such 
as they really were,. by a jU&t mixture of gene­
ral remark's, and reference to particular pas­
sages in their lives. In no other way. can 
they be made known; in no other way, in­
deed, can the very first requisite' of such, 
sketches be attained,-the exhibition of the 
peculiarities that marked the Qriginals,-the 
preservation -of the individuality <>f each. 

The works of some of our most celebrated 
writen;, botl! ancient and mddern, deserve to 
be studied, with the view of avoiding as much 
as .it is possible their manner of performing this 
most important of the Historian's duties. The 
main object in thos~' compositions plainly is, 
to turn sentences, and not to paint characters. 
The same plan is pursued in all cases~ Is an 
able ruler, and one of virtuous life, to be .. 
described? The author considers what quali-
ties are wanting to constitute great capacity 
for affairs .. So he hangs together the epithets 
of wise, and prudent, and vigorous, and pro-
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vi dent ; and never fails to bestow on .the indi­
'vidual great caution in forming his plans, and 
much promp.titude in executing them. But 
discrimination must be shewn. So the author 
reflects how t~e excess of a virtue may become 
a vice; and therefore the hero of the tale has 
prudence without timidity-boldness without 
rashness-and a great many things without a 
great many other things. Accordingly, we 
find the produce of a workmanship as useless 
as it i~ easy, to be a set of characters all made 
nearly in the same mould, witho'ut distinction 
of colour, or feature, or stature; displaying the 
mere abstractions of human nature, and apply .. 
ing, almost equally,. one set to any able or 
virtuous person, and the other to any person 
of inferior capacity and of wicked life. The 
Spe'eches put into the mouths of great men by .. 
the ancient Historians are from the same kind 
of workshop-eato is made to deliver himself 
exactly like Cresar; that is, they both speak as 
SaIl ust wrote. 

In the attempts which these volumes con: 
tain, t9 reprpsent individuals, for the purpose 
of recording the History of their times, all 
ambition of fine writing has been laid aside, 
and nothing, but the facts of each case, and 
the impressions actually left upon the writer's 
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memory, has ever been regarded in the 
least degree. With one only exception, the 
sketches are the result of persona.l obkv­
ation, and in g~neral of intimate acquain­
tance; so that each individual rnay be said 
to ha.ve Bitten for his picture. No sacri­
fice has ever heen made to attain the unsub­
stantial and unavailing praise of felicitous 
c~mposition. N or has .any the least door been 
left open to feelings of a worse kind, whether 
amicable or hostile. The relations of friend­
ship and enmity, whether political or' per­
sonal, have been wholly disregarded, and one 
only object kept steadily in view_the likeness 
of the picture, whether critical Or moral.'" 

* In describing the persons who mainly contributed to abolish 
the Slave Trade, the reader 'Will perooi.v~ that the lnuch-bono'll'red. 
llame of Z. Macaulay is .omitted. lIe had. nbt, in fact't ceased to 
live when that Introduction was printed, and hopes were still en­
tertained llf his remaining some time longer amongst u& This 
great omission, tla.erefore, cannot now be supplied. But itmay still 
be recorded, that after Wilberforce and Clarkson, there is DO one 
whose services in the cause as well of Emancipation as of Abolition, 
lEave been more valuahle. It is indeed saying all, to say, as with strict 
accuracy we may, that of Emancipation he was the Clarkson. 
His practical acquaintance, too, with th~ whgle question, from 
actaall'esidence both ~ Africa &lld the West Indies, was of mate­
rial use through every part of the great controversy which he almost 
lived to see happily closed. But his 'lahorious habits, hiB singularly 
calm judgment, his great acuteness, the absolute self-denial which 
he eYer shewed in all that related to it, and the 'self-devotion with 
which he sacrificed his life to its promotion, tan 'Only be concei.\"ed 
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It is conceived that some good service may 
be rendered to the cause of human improve­
ment, which the author has ever had so much 
at heart, by the present publication, because 
its tendency is to fix the public attention upon 
some of the subjects most important to the 
interests of mankind. The repression, or at 
least the subjugation, of party feelings, must 
be always of material benefit to the commu­
nity, and tend to remove a very serious ob.­
struction from the great course in which legis­
lation is advancing. Party connexion is indeed 
beneficial as long as it only ba.nds together 
those who, having formed their opinions for 
themselves, are desirous of giving them full 
effect. But so much of abuse has generally 
attended such leagues, that reflecting men are 
now induced to reject them altogether. Their 
greatest evil certainly is the one most difficult 
to be shunned-their tendency to deliver over 
the many to the guidance of the fe~, in 
matters where no dominion e"·er should be . . -

exercised-to make the opinions adopted by 
leading men pass current, without any reflep-

by his fellow-labourers who witnessed these rare merits; and still 
less is it possible to represent adequately the entire want of all care 
about the glory of his good ","orks, which made him indeed ~er 
doing his duty in silence. in obscurity, and in all but neglect. 
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tion, among their fonowers-to enfeeble and 
corrupt the public mind, by discouraging men, 
from thinking for th€Ulselves -:. and to lead mul­
titudes into courses which. they ,have no kind of 
interest in pursuing, in order that some design­
ing individuals may gain by theil' f911y or their 
crimes. As society advances" such delusions 
will become more and more difficult to practise; 
and it may safely be affir}11ed, that hundreds 
now-a-days discharge the sacred duty to them­
selves and their country, of forming their own 
opinions upon reflection, for one that had dis:': 
enthralled himself thirty years ago. 
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Page 378, line 25, for tJice..royaity. readforeigll con!1llmld. 

407, - 4. for.frnmd, readframed. 

- 473, -1I,-dele but. 
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