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INTRODUCTION 

THE engineer may write about road-making, the 
teacher about teaching, the actor about acting ; 

no-one will object. But let a journalist write a 
book on his craft and there is immediately an outcry. 
" Journalism cannot be learnt from a book ! " " Jour­
nalism cannot be taught!" "Journalists are born, 
not made ! " So runs the refrain. 

Of cour8e journalism cannot be learnt from a book. 
But no more can road-making, teaching, acting. Why 
tlwn the distinction? It is the penalty that jour­
nalism pays for being an "open" profession, unique 
of its kind, against entry to which inability is the only 
di><ahility. 

For tlw result of this seductive case of entry is that 
mo,;t men and women, at one time or another, seriously 
think of '·taking up journalism," either as a productive 
sitlt•-line or as a caret>r. When they do so their first 
impubt• i~ to buy a book about it; and there have not 
ht•t•n wanting" journalists" to assure them that nothing 
ll\Ol't' i~ 1Wt'dl)d. 

ll··m·e the confusion; because despite the fact 
I hat wry lllll<'h more is nt'eJed-which may be summed 
up in two words. ability and practice-! btill maintain 
that a book of this nuturt' can be of help. How? 
llivitlt• men into three du"'''S for assessment of native 
journalistie ability: those that are so devoitl of it as 
to be bl'yond hdp; those that have so much of it that 
t ht'Y do not nt't'd help; those that have just enough of 



ll 

it to make help worth while. It is, paradoxical as it 
may sound, for all three classes that this book, as well 
as its companion volume, may be of help. 

By showing just what is needed it may save the 
fust class the anguish of repeated disappointment, lure 
the second class to success, encourage the third class 
to make the necessary effort. 

This book treats for the most part of u-hat to write 
and in what form to write for a newspaper, in English 
or any other language. For those who feel the need 
for instruction and practice in lww to write for English 
newspapers I am preparing a . companion volume 
to be called Jaurnalism Self-Taught, with numerous 
exercises in English and Journalism. A key to the 
exercises will be published separately. 

By including the illustrations, together with rather 
long explanatory captions, I have been enabled to ~ive 
a description of some of the numerous and complicated 
mechanical processes· involved in newspaper production, 
which otherwise could hardly have found a place in a· 
book of this kind. 

I am indebted to the authors of numerous books, 
pamphlets and articles which have been quoted or 
consulted. (A list is appended.) 

Finally I must recall that much of the material 
of this book is based upon a series of talks, on 
" Journalism as a Career ", which I broadcast from 
the Bombay Station of the Indian State Broadcasting 
Service. I have to thank 1\Ir. C. B. Sethna, 0. B. E., J.P., 
who has since become Director of the Delhi Station, for 
permission to publish this material in book form. 

ADOLPH :IIYERS 



CONTENTS 

HOW TO BE A JOURNALIST 

I STRODUCT!ON 

CHAPTER I.-THE OPEN D90R. 
A !ltillionl\irc's Ambition-The Itch to \Vrite-lf Only. . !­

H undr<'fls of 0p<'niDb'8--Great Goddess Chance--Pioneer 
Work-New Reading Public-PrPSS and Democracy­
Nt•\wtpaprr OrganiMtion-From Front Page to Back­
Collt-cting the News-l'iltering and Dreesing-Up--Expression 
nf Views-Making of Reviewe--Food and Fa.shions-

PAGE 

i 

(:nining an Entry 1-16 

C'HAPTER 11.-QUALIFICATIONS. 

A ~onml Body-The rnforgiving R«'ord-A Chameleon Mind­
All Thin~'"B to All lh•n-Negative Knowlt"dg~ountel"8, 

Not Coin !-To Be a B.A. or Not !-Newspapt"r Language--
Tho Studt•nt's Output .• 19-28 

CHAPTER III.-TRAIN1NG. 
A Pf'Mt<mtt.l Ext')('rit•nc~oUJ"8('9 in Journali1m1-Bom or Made t­

Nt•ithrr !-Bt'~~in from tho Bottom-..~t(>pping Ston('S-Trade 
JtmmnliMm-Oth~r Ptoft•Mion.s • • • • 31-38 

CHAPTER IV.-XEWSPAPER WARES. 

Whnt is a Nt·w~papt'r ?-No Subs.idit"e-Newsp.'lpt>r Trade­
\'ni\-t'f'1'11.1) Appt'lli-..JournaliNt A Trader Too--All the Newe-­
Wlmt iB Nt•wN !-The Only Absolute-The trnusual-Scalee of 
lntt•n.•st-lmlia and America .• 41-53 

('UAPTER \'.--C'OLLEITING THE WARES. 

lnl'rMkin~ lmportruwt--LNt.tlt'1"8 and LN.ds-Xen Gathering­
!\ rwe W ritin,:-Emplu\sis---l"rt>a ting lntt'l"l'St-lntervie"-ing­
B <'in g In t (' r view e d-llt" n tal Det&t"hru('nt-District 
Rt>("l4.'rting • • 57-72 



I 

IV 

All 

CHAPTER VI.-WINDOW DRESSING. 
Window-A Modem Creation-Pivot of the Paper-Tight 
Rope Dancer-Art of the Headline-Truth in Three Words­
Legal Pitfalla-"No Space·· No Excuse-Follow-Up Stories­
The Files-The Ideal Sub-Editor-Disliked by All-Plea-

PAGE 

sures and Penalties . . 7 5-90 

CHAPTER VII.-TIPS FOR FREE-LANCES. 
Why Not !-Study the Market-Heart-Breaking Job-The 

Newspaper Touch-What to Write About ?-Make it Topica.l­
A New "Slant"-The Dagger Style-Short, Short, Short-Frills 
Not Wanted-Indiana and English-Pinning Down Ideas .. 93-106 

CHAPTER VIIL-WHAT WE TmNK. 
The One and the Many-Does It Lead or .Follow ?-What You 

Think-Less Power, More Influence-Manner and Matter­
Leader and Democracy--&itting on the Fence-l\reather-Cock 
Politie&-Anonymity, Is It Worth It! I09-II9 

CHAPTER IX.-THE EDITOR's CHAIR. 
"Fit for a Dramatist "-RespOnsible For All-l\lak:ing Of an 

Editor-A True Story-Not Official-Delane's Two and Two-. 
Scope for Scoops-Readers' Views--Editorial Powers-
A Business Man-Editing in India 123-135 

CHAPTER X.-NEWSPAPERS-A.'ID NEWSPAPERS. 
Now and Alwaya-,Vhat People· Want-The "Vicious" Circle­

.. Utter Solemnity"-" Let's Have a Censor"-" Preaching 
to the Converted"-'Vhy Blame the Mirror ?-The Journalist's 
Part-The Nation's Interests-Shakespeare and Crime--
A Synthesis .. 139-152 

ILLUSTRATIONS. 
PLATE 

i. The Creed Teleprinter .. 
ii. Type·setting Machine-s . . 

iii. Process Department 
iv. The " Foundry " 
v. Page Make-up Thirty·Six Years Ago 

vi. Page Make-up Today .. 
vii. Rotary Press 

viii. Mochanics.l Conveyoi"B .. 

Fno~'TISPIECE 

F ACDOO PAGE ~~ 

43 
61 
76 
78 
99 

129 



fHE OPEN DOOR 



APPENDIX 
BIBLIOGRAPHY. 

It would obviously be impossible within the limits of a short 
bibliography to give a detailed account of all the literature about 
journalism in its various aspects, the volume of which is daily 
increasing. The following are those works which have been 
of most direct and recent assistance to me in the writing of this 
book, and to whose authors I am therefore most indebted. 

"The Newspaper", Dibblee (Williams and Norgale.) 
" The Pre!lS and the Public", George Blake (Faber and 

Faber). 
"The Making of an Editor", W. L. Courtney (Macmillan). 
"Law for Journalists", Pilley (Pitman). 
"Delane of 'The Times' ", Cook (Constable). 
"Modern Journalism", Carr and Stevens (Pitman). 
"News Writing",. Spencer (Heath). 
"From the City to Fleet Street", Hall Richardson (Paul). 
"Northeliffe", Hamilton Fyfe (Allen and Unwin). 
"The Pr.,ss", Sir Alfred Robbins (Benn). 
" The l're!lS in my Time", R. D. Blumenfeld (Rich and 

Cowan). 
"Journalism as a Career ", ed. Cranfield (Pitman). 
"Sub-Editing", Mansfield (Pitman). 
"Short Story Writing and Free-Lance Journalism", Sydney 

Moseley (Pitman). 
"Pructiml Journalism and Newspaper Law", Baker and 

Cope (Pitman). 
"\\'hat is News 1", Johnson (Knopf). 
" Complete Writing for Profit", Michael Joseph (Hutchinson). 
"Newspaper Headlines", Straumann (George Allen and 

lf llll'i II). 
"Lc Hole lutdlectncl de Ia Prc!lSe "-Symposium (lnstitut 

bott-nwtional d' Coopt>ration lntellectuelle). 
Nt'll'-'JXlJH'r Jl'orl<l, London. 
JJ"orld's Press J..Veu•s, London. 
The Writ,•rs' ami Artists' Year Book, 1935. 
The Iudian Year Book (Times of India Press). 



ADVERTISING, 

as a profession 
power of .. 

.INDEX. 

All•·ged, sub-editors' safeguard 
Anonymity in journalism .. 
ABIIistant editors, Function of 
Australians, propaganda and 
Bar, and journalista 

BLAKE, GEORGE, 

newspaper reform and 
on sub-editors 

Blobs and penalties 

BLUMENFELD, R. D. 
gets a scoop 
on editors 
Thomas Edison, and 

Briblht, John, on 1'he Times 

CENSORSHIP, 

in India .. 
Lord J,ucan on 

Chum pion, Sir Claude, a "follow " story 
Chesterton, G. K., on American Press 
Comedy, news value of 
Competition, in newspaper world 
Crime in India 
Critieitnn in newspapers 
Daily liJ ail 

India Act, and .. 
· Lord Salisbury on 

Y arlil, and 
lJaily Td<·graph, nnd The Tim<'& .. 
DnntL, rlofinition of news 

DELANE, W. T., 
Tl1e Timrs, and 
-'s two and two 

Page 
37 
44 
84 

118-119 
12 

148 
38 

146 
77 

20-21 

128 
126 

2 
117 

144 
145 
85 
80 
52 

146 
139 
10 

113 
10!1 
114 
110 
50 

109 
129 



iv 

DEMOCRACY, 

in India .. 
journalism, and 
leaders and 

DRAMA, news value of 
Edison, Thomas, on journali.sta 

EDITOR, 

ainrs of an 
as a businessman 
as umpire 
feature 
functions of 
in Society .. 
libel, and .. 
powers, of 
qualifications of .. 
views, and 

EDUCATION, 

Act of 1870 
Reading public and 

Emerson, on Th£ Times 
Esprit-de-cmps, in journalism 
Expansion, of news items 

FEATURES, 

articles 
syndicates 
writers 

FILEs, 
importance of 
Kipling on 

Food, news value of 
Foreign correspondents .. , 
FREE-LANCE journalism 

article length 
difficulties of 
earnings at 
field for .. 

.. 

Page 
135 

34 
115 
52 

2 

150 
134 
131 
15 

123-125 
130 

. . 125, 131 
132-133 

126 
12 

110 
8 

109 
119 
84 

14 
14 
14 

85 
85 

101 
10 

93 et seq. 
103 
95 
93 
12 



FREE-LANCE journalism-(contd.) 
language for 
market for 
style for .. 
subjects for 

HEADLINES, 
art of 
truth in .. 

Hearst newspapers (America), definition of news 
Henry, 0 ... 
II icky' a GazeUe, founded .. 
Hoare, Sir Samuel, and Press in India 
Ideas book .. 
INDIA, 

censorship in 
crime in .. 
democracy in 
editing in 
English in 
journalism in 
leaders in 
news values in •• 
progreBB in 
schools in 

Information, in newspapers 
INTERVIEWING, 

candidates for jobs 
for a. newspaper .. 

INVESTIGATORS, 
crime 
own 
special 

Itch to write 
Jonos, Kennedy, on free-lancing .. 
JOURNALISM, 

books on .. 
chnncos in 
conditions 

v 

Page 
104 
93 

102 
98 

79-81 
80 
53 

106 
6 

8, 135 
. . 101, 105 

144 
139 
135 
134 
104 

1, 7-8 
109 
101 
150 
147 
10 

28, 31, 32 
68-69 

10 
10 
10 

2,3 
96 

ii, 33 
5 
6 



vi 

J OURNALISM-(contd.) 

courses in 
defined 
democracy and 
esprit-de.wrps in 
exams in .. 
experience in 
future of, in India 
joys of 
knowledge for 
langnage and 
mental qualifications for 
new technique in 
open profession, an 
qualifications for 
specialisation in .. 
success in 
trade 
training in 
universities and 

JOURNALIST, 

as a trader 
Bar, and the 
born or made 1 
secretarial work, and 
society, and 

Kilmaine, Lord, on headlines 
Kipling, Rudyard, on files 
KNOWLEDGE, 

general, among students 
kind of, for journalism .. 

LANGUAGE, 

journalism, and 
in India .. 
leaders and 
newspaper 

LEADERS, 
democracy, and 
lawyers, and 

' .. 

·.· 

Page 

33 
3 

34 
119 
23 
35 
8 

21 
102 

24-25 
21 

149 
1 

18-30 
35 
22 
37 

30 et seq 
25-28, 31, 105 

45 
38 

33,34 
38 
34 
81 
85 

31 
. 23,25 

24-25 
104 
118 

26-27 

115 
113 



J,EADERB-(oonld.) 
leads, and 
in Britain 
in Tiw Tirne8 
limitations of 
style of .. 
writers of 

Lead•, in articles 
Legal pitfalls 

editors, and 
Literature, in newspapers 
Lora! correspondents 
Lords, Hou•e of, and British press 
Mngazine, section in newspaper .. 
Jlf anche.•ler Guardian, position of 
M11rie, Empress of RuBBia, assaBBination of 
Molodrama in Shakespeare 
Mr.rcdith, George, on leadership 
Money, news value Qf .. 
MONTAGllE, c. E., 

on editors 
on leaders 

Mussolini and the League 
My•tery, news value of 
NEWS, 

absolute in 
aims of 
eollodion of 
definition of 
drt•Ming up 
in Amorica 
in India .. 
Northcliffo on 
nose for .. 
personal element in 
plnce dement in 
pre-<entat.ion of 
rcadt'r, and 
tim" elt~ment in 
values in .. 

vii 

Page 

69 
109 
109 
112 
116 

13 
102 
82 

125 
10 
10 
81 
9 

146 
127 
151 
109 

62, 101 

123-126 
112 
81 
52 

48 
149 

60 
47 
11 
53 
53 
49 
61 
61 
51 
12 
48 
50 
52 



viii 

NEWS-(confd.) 

writing of 
News agency, functions of 

News of the World, 
analysed .. 
circulation of 
sub-editing in 

NEWSPAPER, 

aims of 
choice of .. 
defined 
in lnclia .. 
organisation 
public taste and 
space in .. 
touch 
universal appeal 
wares 
window-dressing in 

Northbrook, Lord, and The Times 

N ORTl!CLIFFE, 
new readers 
on Board Schools 
on " talking points" 
on "what is news," 
on seeing ahead .. 

Personalities, news value of 

POLITICS, 

in India .. 
news value of · 
weathercock 

Pornography, and newspaper readers 

PRESS, THE 
British . , 
power and influence of .. 
public and 

Propaganda, Australians and 
Publicity as a profession 
Public taste 

Page 

61-65 
11 

141 
141 
149 

58 
45 
41 

139 
9-15 

44 
83 

96-97 
44 
43 

.. 75 et seq 
129 

6 
144 
114 
49 
7 

52 

148 
52 

117 
139 

116 
113 

139 et seq 
148 
37 
44 



READ EBB, 

in India 
views 

Reeve, Henry, on career with The Times 
Reference libraries 

free-lances and 
Religion, news value of 

REPORTING, 

conditions 
diatrict 
essentials of 
increasing importance of 
mental detachment in 
prospects in 
revolution in 
stenography, and 

Responsibility of journalists 
Reviews, writers o~ 

RIDDELL, LoRD, 
on journalists 
on newspapers 

Salisbury, Lord, on Daily Mail 

SouooLs, 
in India 
of journalism 

Science, news value of 

SlJOOPB, 

R. D. Blumenfeld on 
Seope in India for 

ScnMt.ionalism in headlines 
Sex, news value of 
ShaktlBpoore and crime 
Sinocure, journulism not a 
Sinn, G. V., entrance into journalism 
Spoc,ial cormspondent 
Sport, news value of 
Stamp tax and newspapers 

ix 

Page 

143 
130 
119 
86 

101 
52 

1~29, 62 
70-71 
61-67 

58 
70 

71-72 
57 
57 

148, 149 
13 

78 
142, 146 

109 

147 
33 
52 

128 
129 
81 

52, 101 
151 

21 
5 

10 
52 

110 



X 

SUB-EDITING, 

aims of 
conditions 
functions of 
headlines .. 
modern creation 
pivot of the paper 
propaganda, and 
prospects in 
qualifications for 

Synthesis, in journalistic technique 
Technique, new, of journalism 

Times, The 

fifty years ago .. 
influence of 
John Bright, and 
policy. and 
position of 
under Delane 

Times of I ndU., The, payment for contributions 

U~RSlTIES, 

English in 
journalism and 

Vanderbilt, on reporters 

VIEWS, 

editorial 
readers' 

Vote and reading public 
Vulgarisation in newspapers 

.. 

Page 

149 
20, 88, 89 
11, 12, 76 

79--81 
76 
77 
78 
90 

87,88 
151 
149 

49,50 
131 
117 
111 
146 
109 
93 

105 
25, 31 

2 

12 
.. 131, 132 

7. 
143 . . . 

Printed and Published fOI' t.be Proprirtors. Bennett, Colemaa &t ('{\~ Ltd. 
by B. W. SmU.b at. the Tlm• of (Ddia Pres~. Bombay. 


