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PREFACE

B s . . i

HIS third and last volume of Lokamanys Tilak’s reminis-
cences was to be published on the lst of January 1928.
1t owing to unavoidable and anforseen difficulties, the compiler
grets that he could not do so. He is however glad to present it
the readers to-day. His original intention was to publich this
lume even befors January 1928; and henge he made urgont
Juests to the contributors of this volume io send in their material
ickly. Now when he himself has made delay in the publication,
behoves him to beg their pardon for that, One of the many
wons why he could not publish this book them, was that My, N. C.
dkar decided all of a sudden to publish the second part of Lok.
ak’s biography in Marathi.

As this volume mainly contains matter which properly forms
equel to the third Marathi volume of Lok. Tilak's reminiscences,
8 obvions that this English volume ocould not be published earlier
anthe Marathi volume, Asthe publication of that Marathi volume
8 post-poned for the above reasons, it was inevitable that this
glish valume had also to be post-poned along with that, That third
wathi volome is now published on this year's anniversary day
Lok, Tilak and for the convenience of English knowing readers
& volame, like the first two English volumes, oomprmngtheEngb
i contributions only, is published separately.

: Ammxhrﬁrstvolnmempnbhshedbymommﬂ. Inhispm.
fa to that volume Mr. N.CXelkar eaid, =...And my advioce to Mr,
bat would therefores be to preserve and make progress in the line
<which he has already started and to make his work of remini-
=108 huming a8 thorough and exhaustive as8 he cam make it, sa



o,
that he may be uble ;to make the ‘English volume as big as th
Marathi one.” According to that encouragement and advice, I havd'
corresponded with persons, with whom to my knowledge Lok.Tilal

" had come in touch in some ‘way or other, in India and abroad.
have personally interviewed persons wherever possible. And as
result of this I have been able to prosent to the public a sacon
volume in 1925 and this third and last volume in 1928, But I
gret to announce that I have not been successful in this task as
expocted. While all the three volumes in Marathi ‘comprise 187
pages I am sorry to say that the total number of pages of the thre
English volumes does not ‘exceed 400. Also, if ihe nwmber of
contributors to-the three Marathi volumes is more than 600, tha

- total number of contributors.of the three English volumes is nok’
more than 125 1 Between the one province of Maharashtra on the,
one hand and the whole of India on the other, from the latter as
larger number of contributors should have been fortheoming. But‘i‘_
it may be that it would not be proper to expect an equal number!
of contributors from people ontside Maharashtra, as the Lok. Tilak
mus have come in touch twith more people in Mabarashtra than!
out of it and that too for a longer period. Yet if only all those
who had assured me with their contributions bad fulflled thei;i-i‘
promise, I would have been in a podition to express my satisfaction

, Tather than my disappointment. Tt is likely that had a better qus-
lified and beiter known person than myself undertaken this work,]
it would have been more successful. But that seems not ta e,
wholly correct. For even such a firsi-rank leader as Dr. Besant

* had complied with ;ny humble request in 1924 when she was.
homeward bound. She wrote her reminiscences on board the ship
.and posted them at Aden. Many other Rajas and Maharajas have
alsq responded to my call. I am thankful to them all for that. But
there are many others who in gpite of my many letters and telg~

* grams and their own promises, did not send their reminiscences.

“attribute this lapse, not to the lack of love and respect for Loi
Tilak on their part, but to the want of a sense of civic duty amongs




m

us, Indians, in general and I think this is the main cause of failure
in this partioular instance a8 in many other movements of ours.

Though the Marathi material fully satisfies the connotations
and denotation of the word ‘reminiscence,’ Iam fally aware thak
the material in tha English volumes does not fall under that
oatogory, But instead of myself explaining ‘and” answering thak
objection, I deem it proper to quote the actual words of Mr. Kelkar
from his lucid preface to the 1st English volume where he has.
already anticipated and given a reply to the objection. He says,
“ The reminiscences contained in this book are mostly by those
who came into contact with Lok. Tilak, byt comparitively ata
-Qistance; and therefors they may look more like appreciations tham
reminisoences. But even these have their own value as coming
from lustribus men and women, who were his contemporary
judges and in & foew cases also his co-workers.” -

.Mr, D. V. Gokhale, B, A, LL. B, editor, ‘Mahratta’, had suggest~
ed in his foreward to the seoond volume, that as there were many
a beantifal instructive anecdote in the Marathi “volumes, which
the English readers would read with great interest, they should
be translated into English. I am sorry I have not been able to do
this, But I beg to announce that whosoever will come forward
to translate my Marathi volumes will get my permission most

willingly.

To conolude, I heartily thank all those who have obliged me
by sending their contributions. I am very much indebted to Dr.
Bosant for her short and sweet foreward. As in 1924, this time
also sho has sent her prefsce written in her own handwriting
emidst the very busy time of her preparing to sail for
Eogland. I am sure that instead of my formal thanks, she will
appreciate my motives the better if I place her as an ideal before
the Indian youths to follow rather than passively admire hey ener~
gics in her old age.
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Lastly, my obligations are many fo my frionds Messrs M.D.
Vidwans, M. A.LL. B, Pleader, and G. H. Dharap, .Assi. Manager
'whose assistance has been invaluable to me.

i

' 'KESARIOFFICR, - 8. V. BAPAT.
PgoNA Crry.
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