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Introduction 
Old Mrs. Garfinckle complains that the foreign servants 

one gets nowadays don't know how to keep their place. 
"Why," says Mrs. Jones, the druggist's wife, "that new col
ored man who comes round to help in the garden actually 
answered me back this morning when I showed him where the 
hedge wasn't properly cut." 

On another porch, Mrs. Moller and Mrs. Sullivan exchange 
confidences about their children. "I don't know what I am 
going to do about George," says Mrs. Moller. "I had no 
idea we had so many niggers in this part of town until the 
other day I saw them all trooping out of the high school. And 
as for Mr. Hall's Academy, they say he haa more Jews than 
Christians I" Mrs. Sullivan's problem is even more acute; 
here she has got herself a nice home in one of the best streets, 
and her boys run down to the Old Town playground almost 
every afternoon to play with their "hunky" and "dago" 
schoolmates. II You should hear the language they bring 
homel" 

A regular family council takes place on the Carsons' ter
race: it appears that Mary Louise, the second eldest, has 
gone to a church party and danced with a "Chinaman"
introduced to her by Mr. Costr~ove, the minister, himself. 
"What is the world coming toT" 

That question is being asked many times these days. It is 
discussed also in parliaments and chancelleries; but it is on 
the porches of Elm Avenue and wherever neighbors meet that 
it gains its fullest social and political significance. Others 
may talk in big, abstract terms and get a following for this 
or Ulat theory; but in the long run the Mrs. Garfinckle, Mrs. 
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Jones, Mrs. Moller, Mrs. Sullivan and their husbands, chil
dren, maiden aunts and other retainers make the history of 
civilization. 

And everywhere they ask, "what is the world coming to'" 
Some are worried, some don't care, some have a patent rem
edy for every ill, and some take a sort of secret pleasure in 
seeing their worst predictions come true. But there are also 
many who would like to understand exactly how and why our 
poor old world has left its ruts, why, more especially, social 
relationships don't stay put but continually break open into 
all sorts of disturbing innovations. One asks Mrs. Garfinckle 
exactly what she thinks the place is which the Swedish servant 
girls should keep-she ought to know, she has had so many
and then wonders how she would like to keep that sort of 
place herself. One talks with Jeff, the colored boy who does 
odd jobs, and finds that he has been through the first two years 
of high school and has notions of his own as to work and 
wages and the black man's burden. Others have it out with 
the pastor who invites Oriental students to his church parties 
and argue with him for and against such a thing. Or they go 
to a parents' evening at the high school and talk with some· 
of the foreign mothers who sacri:6.ce every comfort to give their 
children an ed uca tion. 

Out of such neighborly qiscussions, of arguments in defense 
and in dcfiance of traditions, of new ambitions, demands, re-· 
fusais, hopes, worries, agreements and disagreements there 
emerges for the community a· new picture of mutual rela
tions and responsibilities. The old concepts of social duty are 
not as plain as they were; once more the question is raised by 
a thousand inquiring minds: "You say, I shall love my neigh
bor. But who is my neighbor'" 

Is that Chinese laundryman in the cellar across the way as 
much to me as John Tout, the groceryman, whose grandfather 
came to this town about the same time as mine and who has 
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served on the vestry with my father' "Shall I love old Miss 
Purdy," asks Jeff, the colored boy, "who treats me worse than 
her caUl and dogs' Shall I love all these people who try to 
kick me back into the mud'" Is that Chinese student my 
neighbor, wonders Mary Louise after the aunts have finished 
impressing upon her the magnitude of her guilt in dancing 
with him. Why is that polite young man a worse person to 
dance with than Alf of next door who carries a flask in his 
hip. pocket and swears I 

Not only the young folks but many of the older people also 
are perplexed about their duty in matters such as these. If 
all these different people who have come into the town-J ews 
and Negroes and Orientals and Russians and what not-are to 
be treated according to their individual worth, how can they 
be prevented from invading the best streets, perhaps marry
ing into the best families, from getting hold of the best busi
nesses, perhaps even running the elections' Is it a religious 
duty on occasion to sit down at table with people of dark skin, 
Should Jeff be helped to finish his high school course and 
perhaps get stuck up and spoiled for work fit for a "nigger'" 
Is there nothing in good breeding' Is there nothing of per
manent value in the white civilization our fathers have built 
'!p with so much sacrifice' Must we not pro..erve it at all 
hazards, teach hatred for those races that threaten it' 

Some look to the church for answers to such questions as 
these. The church itself is in a dilemma. There is no doubt 
about the directuess and completeness of the teaching, thou 
shalt love thy neighbor. But social life has become pretty 
complicated since that command was given; and its applica
tion i. by no means clear. Courses of action that perhaps 
were simple enough in Biblical times would carry with them 
quite different consequences today. The good Samaritan, for 
example, would he not be ostracized today by his own people 
if he acted as told in the parable, and lose all his influence 
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for good' Would the innkeeper permit him to put up his in
jured friend , Would not the more radical of his friends be
rate the Samaritan for dealing superficially with an individual 
case instead of tackling a big situation-would they not say 
that he had done nothing to make .the Jericho road safe' 

What is this neighbor problem, more particularly in Amer
ica where so many races and peoples rub elbows, exercise the 
franchise, build up great industries and a new type of civiliza
tion' Is it a race problem as distinct from a problem in 
merging groups of different antecedents in a single com
munity' Is it a single problem that can be defined, analyzed, 
8olved-or a multitude of petty problems for daily conduct, 
each requiring a separate solution' 

The present study outline is the answer to a growing de
mand for aids to clearer vision; it is nol an answer to the 
problem put in the title, not even a formulation of that prob
lem itself. It merely puts together stories of happenings, big 
and little, as told by observant men and women in different 
parts of the country (for the most part teachers, ministers, 
social workers), which to their minds contain problems for. 
moral conduct; and with th~e stories a few sugg~tions, 

largely in the form of questions, of ways to get at the real 
problems they contain. 

These stories do not paint a complete picture; they are lit
tle more than casual notes of tllings observed; and since one 
is more apt to observe the un1l!lual than the nsual, they are 
probably far from describing normal conditions. But such 
things happen; they happen every day and in practicalIy 
every part of our country. What are we going to do about 
themi 

It wilI be noticed that this study outline is entitled Part I; 
it is for the purpose of formulating problems for discussion, 
not of finding their solutions. We are not as yet equipped to 
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do that; before we are ready with praise and blame, with 
warning and advice, we must know exactly what we are up 
against; and that requires not only a careful analysis of each 
individual problem but also a deeper understanding of the 
similarities and dissimilarities of situations that contain prob
lems. Science haa to tell us something about the consequences 
of different social arrangements and actions. The Bible and 
the religious literature of all times have to be studied anew 
before we can be sure that our attitudes to "neighbors" in 
the widest sense represent a really consistent moral philosophy 
and not merely spaamodie and even eontradietory sentiments. 
All that haa been reserved for Part II of this inquiry. 

For detailed suggestions of ways in which the study and dis
Clls.ioll of the pres~nt outline may be made most fruitful, see 
the Appendices. 



CHAPTER I 

Understandings and Misunderstandings 

Note: Before studying this and the following chapters, con
sult the definitions given in Appendix I and the methods of 
procedure suggested in Appendices II and Ill. Do not dis
cuss explanations for the phenomena presented until you are 
sure that you have an adequate picture of the facts. Consider 
ill detail one of the e.~amples illustrating a particular point 
(either one of the printed ones or one of personal knowledge); 
usi1lg tlte others in illustration of similarities and differences. 
Compare these incidents with the normal situation as you 
know it in regard to the particular point made or problem 
brollght 01lt, keeping in mind that the stories told do not 
necessarily present a normal or even typical condition. 

7'he questions following the examples are not intended as 
e.rltallslive but merely as samples of the kind of questions 
which, it is hoped, readers will discover as of particular signi
ficance or interest to them. Questions relating to right and 
wrong in the conduct of individuals or groups figuring in the 
stprifs are to be stated but not, at present, finally answered. 
7'h. purpose of the p",sent part of the study outline is not 
so n .. ,ch to filld solutions for the problems disclosed as to have 
these correctly fornlUlated, 

One of the most common and at the same time most serious 
sour~es of friction and maladjustment is ignorance, pure and 
simple. To what extent ignorance of common, and often 
easily ascertllinable, facts is at the bottom of race antagonism 
in America it would be difficult to estimate. That it lies at 
the root of a great part of our troubles, however, cannot be 
gllinsllid. Not only the newspapers but even the proceedings 

1 
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of Congressional committees are crowded with evidences of 
misinformation on elementary facts. The mere use of the 
term "race" has become difficult because of the mass of 
misunderstanding tbat has become associated with it. [See 
p. 209] In a country made up of people of so many origins 
as ours the mistaken attitudes and actions which arise from 
popular ignorance, funny as they often are in particular in· 
stances, are tragic in tbeir influences upon mutual relations. 

Ethnological 

We will begin with a few incidents which, though seemingly 
inconsequential in themselves, illustrate the prevalent confu
sion as regards simple ethnological facts: 

1. We met a man the otber day who hailed from an out· 
of-the-way place and who said tbat he had never met a Jew. 
There was no reason to doubt his word. We were introduced 
to him. He asked with eyes wide open: "Are you a Jew I" 
"Sure," was our reply. "Well, well!" he mumbled. "What's 
on your mind I" we asked. Here is his reply: "I thought 
that a Jew looked like the Jew comedian I saw in the vaude
ville show. I must have been wrong." , 

Are there many people who take their idea of Jews and 
other peoples from vaudeville representation' What kind' 
of picture of the Mexican peop(e do moving pictures give to 
Americans in sections where there are no Mexicans' What 
type of person rises to your mind when the American Indian 
IS mentioned' Has you.- reading anything to do with that 
visualization! Does m~conception of racial traits arising from 
such sources do any harm' What happens when the misin
formed meet with the reality! . 

2. Walking across the playground, a settlement worker 
found a little Italian boy crying bitterly. She asked what was 
the matter. "Hit by Polish boy," the little man repeated 
several times. Inquiry among the bystanders revealed that 
the offender was not Polish at all. Turning again to her lit-

1 I: 1.1. Bril in the Jewish Daily News, November 1, 1923. 
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tie friend, she said, .. You mean, hit by a big, naughty boy f" 
But he would not have it thus and went on repeating that he 
had been hit by a Polish boy. 

This struck the worker as so curious that she made inquiries 
about the little fellow's family. She learned that it lived in 
the same house with a Polish family, and that the Italian 
mother, by constantly quarreling with her Polish neighbor, 
had put into the heads of her children the notion that" Po
lish" and" bad" were synonymous terms. 

3. On board the ... (an Italian liner), writes an Amer
ican woman on vacation in Europe, I observed a young woman 
palpably with colored blood; that is, the physical signs were 
evidcnt, but she did not talk the least like any type of Amer
ican colored person; her good English had a very slight 
Italian accent. She was, in fact, Sicilian, had becn in the 
United States many years and was returning to her home 
country for a short trip. It was not difficult to recognize her 
as a southcrn Italian with an African mixture, whether near 
or far back. 

This woman shared a cabin with two women, one of them 
of Irish birth, long in the United States and married to an 
Italian; the other an Italian from Massachusetts, never wholly 
Americanized. The lutter confided to me that they were hoth 
exceedingly disturbed when they came on hoard and found 
they would have to be with a .. negress," and that they were 
much relieved when they discovered that the woman was 
Italinn. 

Roth women were kind-hearted and no doubt would have 
disguised their feelings from their fellow traveller. But since 
apparently it had never dawned on these two .. American" 
women that a nntive-born Italian may not always be pure 
white, they went on enjoying the companionship of their 
room mote. 

Do you know other illstances where a fixed idea about the 
population of another COUlitry has made people ,mpercep
tive in this .. 'ay' 

4. When I told a group of friends that I was to speak to 
the Albnnians of Jamestown, N. Y., one of them, who knew 



4 And Who Is My Neighbort 

her history and her geography uncommonly well, said, ques
tioningly, "Albanians f Are those the people with white hair 
and pink eyes f" Then, realizing that Albinos and Albanians 
are not identical, and being genuine enough not to conceal 
her ignorance, she asked: "Do you mean the people from 
Albany, N. Y. f'" 

Is there any particular rel1$on why Americans of average 
education should know something about the Albanians tAre 
they likely to meet Albanians' What do you know about the 
Bl1$qltes, the Singhalese, the Samoyedst 

Let 'US tee what we know of some of the peoples that will 
be mentioned in the following pages. Which of the following 
terms represent races, nationalities, groups with a common 
language, or groupings from other points of view t 

Serb Mohammedan Negro 
Jugo·Slav Fleming Anglo·Saxon 
Jew Belgian Kelt 
African Turk French 
Mexican Nordic Swiss 
Occidental Russian Caucl1$ian 
Hindu Mongol Alpine 
Latin Chinese Greek 
Scandinavian British American Indian 

What physical characteristics come to your mind as each' 
word is mentionedt Note on. which associations there is 
agreement and on which disagreement. 

Sociological 

Even more varied, perhaps, ·are the understandings which 
bear npon the habits and industries of racial and other 
population groups. An American woman expresses surprise 
at the large number of well-dressed people she met in Italy; 
having judged from her knowledge of Italians in America, 
she had thought the Italians were almost entirely of the 
laboring and peasant classes. lIere are some other instances: 

I Edward A. Steiner, The Immigrant Tide. Fleming H. Revell Co., 
1909, p. 300. -
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5. A Negro educator, a man of scholarly appearance, who 
was to speak at a conference in an Ohio steel town, was intro
duced to a white person interested in the matter and noticed 
that, although cordially received, he was evidently looked 
upon with some surprise. Later the white man confessed to 
him that, though he had heard of the professor by reputa
tion, he had expected him to be a six-footer weighing some 
two hundred pounds and not the rather slightly built person 
he proved to be. The reason for this expectation was that the 
average Negro seen in the streets of this city, attracted to 
it by employment at work in the steel mills, was heavy and 
muscular, and had been looked upon as typical of the race. 

6. I knew a Chinese student who was fond of children, 
writes a man who had made it his business to help the foreign 
students at a large American university. This Chinese often 
visited in our home and enjoyed playing games with our 
children and going for walks with them in the park. He waa 
always generous, thoughtful and kind. 

One night, about 11 :30, I was called out of bed by the 
ringing of the telephone. My Oriental friend was on the wire. 
lIe said he had been arrested and was to be arraigned imme
diately in the night court; could I come right down I I hast
ened into my clothes and went with all possible speed. I 
could not imagine what had happened. The boy was telling 
his story to the magistrate as I arrived: 

Earlier the same evening he had come out of his apartment 
hou~e to take a walk. A young American girl, perhaps twelve 
or fourteen, had come down in the same elevator with him. 
She was a sweet little girl with two flaxen braids down her 
baek, and with his love for children he had admired her. 
After leaving the elevator, they walked across the apartment 
foyer to the front door, and the student naturally opened the 
door, as he would have for any lady, and said, .. Isn't it a 
pleasant evening," or something like that. 

The little girl's father was waiting for her outside, and it 
came out subsequently in the father's testimony that he had 
sent the child into the house on an errand. Having seen the 
Oriental speak to his daughter. he asked her the nature of 
the remark and went up to the student forthwith and said, 
., I am going to have you arrested." The student was amazed 
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and asked, "What for!" And he replied, "For speaking to 
my daughter." They walked along together, arguing the 
matter, the student in no way seeking to avoid him or to rnn 
away, until they encountered a policeman, whereupon the 
father charged the student with making an offensive remark 
to his daughter and requested that he be arrested. 

This was all brought out in the testimony, at the conclusion 
of which the magistrate asked if there was anyone present 
who knew the defendant. The writer came forward, told cf 
his acquaintance with the young man, the many times he had 
been in his home, and that to the best of his knowledge he 
was a person of good character. Whereupon the magistrate 
acquitted the prisoner with this statement to the parent: 

"It is apparent to me that the defendant is innocent of the 
charge which you have made against him. As a father you 
were right in looking out for the best interests of your daugh
ter; but you must remember that every Oriental in this coun
try is not of the character so often portrayed in the press, 
but that there are in our American universities scores of these 
young men, from good families, oftentimes sent to America 
at government expense. You must not generalize and think 
that because they may look alike, all Orientals are alike in 
education and character or as they are portrayed in these 
prejudiced newspaper accounts." 

Then he turned to the student and admonished him to· be 
careful not to repeat his action in the future as he might 
be misunderstood. 

7. An Oriental play was staged, among other entertain
ments to be given at a fasi)ionable hotel to raise funds for an 
organization aiding foreign students. The Chinese students 
chosen to take part in it· were speaking among themselves 
excitedly at the rehearsal; it was obvious, there was some
thing wrong. After a while they went to the stage manager 
and told him they would not go on in antique mandarin 
costumes. " We are just as modern in China as you are 
here; and we will not take part in a play that represents China 
as though she were steeped in ancient superstitions." 
The manager explained that this was a historical play; and I 
it could not well be given in modern costumes. Did any one ~ 
consider the English a back number because" The Merchant: 
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of Venice" was given in sixteenth century costumes I 
They told him they were sick of having old China paraded 
in American plays and moving pictures as though there were 
no new China. Finally reason prevailed, and for the sake of 
the good cause the protest was abandoned. But the nervous 
feeling that their country was being misrepresented remained 
among the Chinese students. 

Do we unconsciously associate a people with the part-icular 
types with which we are most familiar-Chinese laundrymen, 
Negro steel workers' 

If people say that Orientals are immoral, Mexicans dis
hOliest, Jews grasping, American Indians lazy, and so 011, 
what is the basis for their judgment' Must there be some 
truth in opinions so widely helM What was the general 
American opinion of Germalls before, during and sim:e the 
war' 

Note the mag~'trate 's remark to the student at the end of 
example No.6. If the student was innocent, why did he warn 
him not to repeat his actio,,' Do we sometime.' help to per
peiuafe ",isjudyments even when we do not share them' 

8. Some time ago in North Carolina I was ealled upon to 
give some educational tests in our County Training School 
which represents the best of our rural and small town sehool~ 
in this stu Ie. These were merely to examine the progress 
which the children in the upper grades were making in silent 
reuding and fundamentals of arithmetic, but they brought 
sharply to my attention evidence of attitudes of thinking 
which I cluim are prevalent and dangerous. 

Monroe's Silent Reading Test has a paragraph worded 
about as follows: "Aladdin was the son of a poor tailor. He 
lived in Pekin, the capital city of China. He was always 
idle and lazy and liked to play better than to work. What 
kind of boy do you think he was' Indian-Negro-Chinese
I<'rench or Dutch I" The child was to show how well he had 
reud and ret !lined the meaning of the paragraph hy under. 
scoring the proper word. 

At the lI,..t school tested, many of the children underscored 
the word 'I Nf'gro," ftnd in scoring the test such a response 
would h.IYe merely been rejected as wrong and showing that 
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the child to that extent lacked ability in reading. But! ::IIany 
of the rest of the responses testiug ability to understand even 
more complex paragraphs were correct! 

I was puzzled. At tbe second school visited I was still 
more puzzled by a similar reaction on the part of many of 
the students, some of wbom I knew personally to be bright 
and above the average. At the close of the test I called one 
fine, bright boy about twelve years old and asked him why 
he thought Aladdin was a Negro. Without hesitation he 
looked into my face and frankly said, "Because he was lazy." 
There you have it! 

At all the other schools I gave slips of paper to all the chil
dren and asked them to tell me why they answered question 
Number .... as they had. I still have some of those slips 
of paper that gave me such naive and frank replies diseover
ing to me the existence of a fact that I may have suspected 
but conclusive evidence of which I never had had before. 

The following are typical of the replies which they wrote 
for me: "Because Negroes like to play better than to work." 
"Because most Negroes are lazy." "Because Negroes do not 
like to work." "Because most N.egroes are poor," etc. 

Here were bright children, many of them, in some of the 
best schools who so frankly accepted certain popular beliefs 
unfavorable to the group that they simply could not make the· 
very ob\iously proper respons~ to a simple paragraph that 
included the word" Negro." In other words, include the idea 
"Negro" in a stimulus and very many of us simply cannot 
make the normal response.' 

How has the assocMtion of the terms "l.-egro" ond "lazy" 
in the minds of these children come about! From personal 
observation' From hearsay' 

Are N egross as a group less ambitious and less industrious 
tha" whites' lriU a man talk in the same U'<ly about Negroes 
iust after he has seen the jilm, "The Birth of a Nation," after 
he has visited a typical southern plantation, an industricl 
plant in which Negroes do skilled work, a parade of a colOf'ed 
regiment, a fashion show of colOf'ed dressmakers' Can wrong 

• William Albert BobiDson in The Crisis for April, 1924. 
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1IoliOll8 continue even when they are contrary to personal 
experience' 

9. A number of Jewish papers in 1923 discovered, appar
ently simultaneously, that the current edition of Funk & Wag
nall's Standard Dictionary contained a definition of Jew giv
ing among other things the following: "(Slang) a crafty 
denier, or grasping money-lender"; also that of a verb, "jew," 
with the meaning: "(Slang) to get the advantage of in a bar
gain; o\'erreaeb: referring to the proverbial keenness of Jew
iNh traders." 

A hot public debate took place in which the firm, the editor 
of the dictionary and a number of Jewish editors took part. 
Frank II. Yi"etelly, editor of the dictionary, defended the 
definition on two grounds, among others: that similar 
definitions were to be found in the Century Dictionary, the 
New English Dictionary on Historic Principles, 'Vebster's 
New Int<'rnational Dictionary, IWget's Thesaurus; that the 
mOilern l"xicographcr is a recorder of things as they are, and 
not as he would like them to be. As regards the latter, he 
slIi,l: "The meaning of the word to which exception has 
bcen tllken has existed in English literature since 1606 as a 
name of opprobrium or reprobation applied' without respect 
to fuith or origin' to any grasping or extortionate money
lend"r or usurer, or trader who drives hard bargains 8nd 
d,'nls craftily." 

Qne of the critics replied: "The meanin!!,s of words have 
chllng"d repeatedly. They have been altered as they were in
\'ested with nelV meaning .... We are not interested as to 
when the calumny stnrt,·d. That the slander is three and a 
qUllrter centuries old does not make it any more palatable or 
true .... At thllt time English men of letters did not know 
mueh of Jews. Their conception of Jews was the result of 
prdudices and mischievous information spread with no other 
design than to injure the Jewish people by inciting the 
hlltred of the masses against them .... To perpetuate a 
wrong though it may huve behind it the sanction of history 
is simply to intensify the wrong." 

Evidently this line of argument carried conviction with the 
publishers, for the most recent editions of the dictionary omit 
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the '.'slang" definition. It is interesting to note that another 
Jewish writer favored the inclusion of the slang definition, so 
long as it was thus labelled. He wrote: "Why do we buy 
dictionaries for our children! Is it to show the use of slang, 
or how to avoid using itT That particular definition of 'Jew' 
surely does not sanction its use. On the contrary, a child con
sulting that dictionary would certainly refrain from using 
the word in that sense, because he knows that by using it 
he would appear as lacking in refinement." 

Who was right 1 Does langl/Age lag behind change of 
thought and thereby make for misunderstanding, Do people 
tohen they speak of having been" jewed down" think of the 
Jewish people' [See example No. 168.] Does the use of such 
a word influence their attitude toward Jews' Are Jews as a 
group actually more grasping than other groups' 

What races or nationalities immediately spring to your 
mind at the mention of the following words: international 
crook, desperado, wench, anarchist, haughty, puritan, usurer, 
chivalrous, phlegmatict How do you account for these asso
ciations' 

Make a list of twenty nationalities and racial groups and 
note, each individually, the mental characteristics, customs or 
habits associated with them, How do you account for these 
associations' 

Compare Usts to see on which associations there is agre/!'
ment and on which there is disagreement. Select two -or three· 
characteristics on which there is agreement. See if the group 
cannot account for the characteristic being associated with -the 
race involved. Do not be satisfied with any reasons which 
may first be mentioned; Iiut trace assoc·iation to such things 
as physical characteristics noted [see p. 4], climate and 
nature of territory occupied QY the group, personal experi
ences with members of the group (whether recent or as far 
back as early childhood), literature (such as treatment of 
Jews in Shakespeare, of Mexicans in moving pictures, etc.). 

Select ?lOW two or three racial or national groups concerning 
which there is wide dissimilarity in the associated character
istics. How do you account for this dissimilarity' Again, 
be not satisfied with first explanations but trace back of any 
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reason that occur, possible causes, whether of facts agreed 
upon or of the fixation of ideas in regard to the reasons dis
covered. 

Misrepresentation 
10. A man who was much opposed to the Japanese gave as 

hiB reaRon for opposition that the Japanese were driving out 
the Whites by competition, and told a pitiful story of a widow 
who had bought a house with a few acres of ground on the 
installment plan, thinking she would pay for it by raising 
potatoes. She was unsuccessful, according to his account, and 
had to give up her cherished plan and her home and move 
away because, when she went to the near-by grocery store to 
sell her potatoes, the Japanese had undersold her and she 
could not get rid of her potatoes. Therefore she, a poor widow, 
was actually driven from her home by the Japanese. 

A minister in a near-by city who heard this tale made a per
sonnl investigation of it. lie went to the district and talked 
with sevcral of the neighbors, finding that it was true that the 
widow had planned to pay her installments by growing pota
toes, but, being inexperienced in farming, had failed to raise 
a crop. lie did his best to let this truth come out, but in the 
meantime the original version of the story with its insistence 
on unfuir J upancse competition had been circulated far and 
wide. 

11. The daily paper of a town in Pennsylvania reported 
that a popular business man had been assaulted and robbed 
the previous evening, and that the police were looking for the 
e.olored man who had committed the crime. Feeling ran high, 
and for several days it looked as though there might be 
serious clashes with the colored residents of the town. Then 
the police announced that they had caught their man. He 
Willi a white man, and they had known it all the time, they 
snid; but in order to throw him off his guard till they could 
find him they had issued the false report that they suspected 
a colored man. 

12. A few years ago, a Negro officer of the Y. M. C. A., 
stationed in the Panama Canal Zone, complained at a confer
enee of the organization that the film, The Birth of a Nation, 
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was being shown at certain Y. M. C. A. 's in that region, and 
that a religious organization, particularly one concerned so 
much in tbe uplift of Negroes, ought not to permit such a 
thing. Several other Negro officers supported the appeal, and 
after some discussion it was decided not only that the showing 
of this particular moving picture should be stopped, but that 
more care should be given to prevent the distribution of films 
that might be offensive to the dignity of any race or national
ity. What was the remorse of the colored secretaries when, 
pleased with this action, they walked down a street in the 
Negro section of the city where the conference was being held 
and discovered that the largest theater owned and patronized 
by Negroes was just then showing a film entitled The Yellow 
Peril I 

Is the motive of misrepresentation always evilt Does the 
law of libel adequately protect a racial or national group from 
misrepresentationt 

13. Booker Washington used to tell with great amusement 
how he entered a little town and spoke to a large gathering, 
making as good a speech as he was capable of. The next morn
ing he picked up the town paper, expecting to see himself and 
the meeting given considerable and prominent space, but 
found only an inch or so of recognition on the last page. He 
had made a successful speech, but the whole front page was 
given to a Negro who had made an unsuccessful attempt to 
snatch a woman's purse.' 

Is misrepresentation by misplaced emphasis or the suppres
sion of certain types of information limited to newspapers t 
Are books and articles that give glowing accounts of the filler 
characteristics of a race but say nothing of its defects less mis
representative' Does tlie ·average American have opportuni-· 
ties to form his own opinion of racial groups which will cor
rect misrepresentations and sup.pressions t 

Before answering the last question, consider the following 
incidents: 

14. A Parent-Teacher Association in a Pennsylvania city 
voted to give a scholarship. When it became known that the 

• William Pickens, The New Negro, New York, 1916, p. 230. 
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person eligible was a Russian youth, many members of the 
",,"ociation gave voice to their feeling of resentment. One 
woman present at the meeting had professionally been brought 
into close touch with the foreign-born and did not share the 
prevailing view. She made a strong plea for an award of 
the scholarship regardless of the nationality of the recipient. 
A heated discussion followed, in the course of which this 
woman succeeded in arousing interest in wider aspects of the 
subject, with the result that for some weeks the topic of 
immigration was seriously debatcd by the members. 

At a later meeting, the woman member of the association 
who had bcen loudest in her protest against the proposed 
awurd got up and said: .. I apologize for the unkind remarka 
I made at an earlier meeting about our foreign-born neigh
bors. Since that meeting I have read three booka on immigra
tion and discussed the subject with my family. I am willing 
to acknowledge that I now have a vastly different opinion of 
the foreigner and am ready to help in his adjustment." 

I". Early in my life, as far back as I have any recollec
tion, I was taught to hate the Negro with all the force my 
childish impulses could muster, writes a student in a middle
western university. To me all Negroes were fiends and intent 
upon killing me if ever they obtained the opportunity. Even 
in luter yenrs I ncvcr saw a Negro but what I would tremble 
with f,'ur and get out of his sight as quickly as possible. 

This misconception sprang entirely from environmental in
flllences in my home life. I still remember hearing my father 
tell. llIe to keep sway from Negroes, that they would harm 
llIe. Whenever my mother wished to instill discipline in me, 
she would threaten that "a big black man would get me" if 
I didn't behave. And it was a matter of social environment 
thut caused my parents to take this attitude: A colony of 
Negroes lived across the river from our home, and we always 
hlld consideruble trouble with them .... 

I had no contnct with the Negro. A barrier had been built 
for me. I was not given an opportunity of deciding for 
Ill~ .. elf whether my attitude was correct. It was part of my 
Ro<'ial heritage, and for years I never doubted that it was 
correct. 
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However, as I grew older and began to read here and there 
abont social problems and their relation to the Negro, I began 
to have a change of attitude. It did not come suddenly, and 
even yet my attitude is influenced somewhat by the early 
training I received. Of course, I soon learned that the sole 
idea in a Negro '8 mind was not to go about killing people .... 

As I remember it, it was in my second year of high school 
that first I learned how narrow had been the ideas I had held 
of the Negro problem. I followed a series of articles that 
dealt with the situation at length. This was the first inkling 
I ever had that anyone looked with the least possible hope 
npon the Negro. It was only through continued reading and 
study that I saw the folly of my stand and that my attitude 
was based npon an entirely false valuation of the Negro. 

What brought about the fuller understanding in these two 
uamples! What part did conscious educational endea,·or 
play in the change of opinion! 

16. One can fancy, writes JlIary E. McDowell, Commissioner 
of Public Welfare in Chicago, the lasting impression made 
upon children who have often been frightened by the warn
ing: "If yon are not a good girl the black man will get you." 
I, on the contrary, had such different experience in childhood 
with colored people who were so kindly and so human that 
I find it difficult to enter into this fearful state of mind that 
has built these notions among the whites. 

"Harvey," whose homely black face meant to all of us an: 
honorable, faithful friend, who went all through the CiVil War· 
with our father, has colored all our relations with Negro m~n. 
This type was again brought to my notice when a young col
ored boy brought a letter of introduction from my Kentucky 
cousin who said, "I have known this boy's family for three 
generations and have never known more honorable men, black 
or white." . 

Are children often threatened that a "bl4Ck mon" will 
catch them! What other threats of that sort are used to en
force discipline! Do they to any large extent influence one', 
opinion of other races later in life even when there have been 
opportunities of knowing more of them Ihr01.gh personal con
tact! 
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What are the effects of faulty knowledge, of misinforma
tion' Is it possible to be sympathetic toward other people if 
one associates their racial type with undesirable characteris
tics' Can one be considerate without understanding, 

I. personal contact essential to correct knowledge of other 
peoples' Does it always make for correct information' Do 
different parts of the country think alike about specific races 
or nationalities known to them from personal contacts' Are 
differences in their opinions the result of a different volume 
and quality of contacts' Is the search for correct informa
tion itself influenced by the nature of the approach, by pre
vious attitudes' 

What are the major ways in which an insufficient or faulty 
knowledge of other races can be corrected' 

Are there any' racial or national groups in your community 
"'hich, you think, are'misunderstood' Is there in your com
munity some conti1l1LOus source of misrepresentation--any 
group which, from whatever motive, attacks some other group 
by defaming it' Is there in your community any group 
especially charging itself with the task of informing the dif
ferent racial or national elements of the population about each 
olher' 

Before ollswering the following questions, the reader is 
asked to study the next chapter. 

Are sitch mislt"derstandings as have been illustrated in this 
chapter obstacles to good relations between different racial 
urou ps' Do they inflltence att 'tudes seriously' Can preju
die., be traced 'n any large degree to misinformation' 



CHAPTER II 

Some Traditional Attitudes 

See note on top of page 1 

What Is It? 
What is the most common attitude of native white Ameri

cans to those of other stocks f Let the following examples 
illustrate: 

17 . .An Italian woman, a mother of nine children, at the 
end of her third lesson in English, looking wi,tfuliy at her 
teacher, asked: 

"Lady, you Protestante f" 
"Yes," responded the teacher, "and you!·' They both 

waited while the Italian woman was struggling to find Eng
lish words expressing her meaning. Finally she said slowly: 

"Sometimes me, my girl, in dark, go stand by church, hear 
sing." She indicated a church building ·near her home. 

"Why do you not go in!" 
Lifting her shoulders and ·spreading her hands in an ex

pression of impossibility, she replied, "Know nobody. Every
body look strange at us." , 

18. The Friendly Visitor had been asked to call on a young 
Russian Jewish woman who had not been long in this coun
try. She found the young woman homesick, lonely and 
despondent in spite of her ·new and shining American home. 
The husband, an ambitious American Jew, had evidently done 
his best to encourage the Ameri~anization of his wife by tak
ing an apartment in a section of the city settled largely by the 
older immigration, but the newcomers had been conspicuously 
ignored by their Gentile neighbors, and the yOWlg wife felt 
bitterly alone. The Friendly Visitor was welcomed with al-

1 Mary Clarke Barnes, Neighboring New Amerieans. Fleming H. Re
vell Co., 1920, p. 35. 

16 
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most pathetic appreciation 88 the young woman W88 soon to 
become a mother and was fearful of the experience amid alien 
and unaccustomed surroundings. On leaving, the visitor, who 
had offered to make necessary arrangements with doctor and 
district nurse, said cheerfully, "Now if you are alone and 
need me quickly just call one of your neighbors and she can 
telephone me." The shadow of despondency again settled on 
the face of the young woman as she answered, .. There isn't 
any onc to call. All the people who live around here are 
Christians.' , 

These e:ramples show immigrants surrounded, apparently, 
by people of a different nationalily and race. Is that a typical 
.,ilualion' Could these women have known their neighbors' 
Could they have got on friendly terms with them' What 
would the ncigh bors have said of the Russian Jewish woman 
had she tried hard to become acquainted with them' 

19. In the early days of our work, writes Owen R. Love
joy, general secretary of the National Child Labor Committee, 
we found a widespread indiffercnce on the part of Protestant 
cleqr),men and school teachers to the conditions of children in 
coal breakers ond gloss foe tories, chiefly on the (rround that 
they were foreigners and, if they went to church or school, 
they went to the Catholic Church and the Parochial School. 

I recall one Protcstant clergyman in Ohio, whose congrega
tion contained a number of glassblowers who were both em
plo)'ers and employees, being permitted under the system 
which ruled at the factories to hire their own helpers. His 
study was so close to one of these factories that at 10 o'clock 
at. night he could hear the boys shouting and singing at work. 
Though he h.d lived in the city for some time, he confessed 
that he had never been in the glass factory at night and knew 
nothing .bout the conditions under which these boys worked. 
The bo)'s were not members of families of his church, hut for 
the most plll't children of immigrants and, though just across 
the wny, were of no interest to him. 

Is tile fart tllat Ille boys were" foreigners" the cause of the 
paslor's lack of illterest in them' Would he have been con
cerned abollt their lIight ,,'ork if they had been Roman Cath
olic but ,('/,ile boys of "ati,'e parentage' 
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Would you pay the same attention to a little ragged and 
emaciated bootblack of obviously foreign parentage as you 
would to a boy apparently of your own race in similar con
dition' 

20. A white teacher paid a visit to a university for colored 
youth. After he had addressed the student body at chapel, 
he offered, with the consent of the president, to answer ques
tions. Several were asked and answered. At the close of the 
meeting, the president remarked: •• You don't know how much 
this has meant to my students. This is the first time that 
many of them have had an opportunity to ask a white man a 
question on race relations when they could expect to receive a 
courteous answer." 

21. A large industrial corporation in Akron, Ohio, had 
developed excellent labor management policies in dealing with 
its native-horn and other English-speaking employees, and 
provided many of the so-called welfare services for these, but 
neglected almost entirely its non-English-speaking workers. 

This corporation had a rule not to employ anyone who was 
unable to speak English and who had not declared his inten
tion of becoming an American citizen. But when the expan
sion of its business required additional workers, this rule was 
waived. And we were informed by the employment manager 
that in addition to its regular employees there were about 
four hundred immigrant workers who lived in what he himself 
called "the lousy house," which turned out to be barracks· 
and bunks for the "foreigners," These men were secured 
through interpreters, who acted ·as their gang bosses and ran 
the commissaries. They did their own cooking, the company 
paying the cooks. They .di~ not associate with the other em
ployees in the recreation facilities provided by the company, . 
and its welfare work did not reach them. 

These men were living in a "'labor camp," although em
ployed in a large city where home life was possible. Such 
camps are often used by city industries needing large sup
plies of common labor.' 

1 William M. Leieerson, Adjusting Immigrant and Industry. HarpAr 
and Brothers, 1924, p. 70. 
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IIave you noticed how the most recently arrived national or 
racial group in your commun';ty lives' Are the working con
ditions of recent immigrants a current top;'; of discussion in 
the community' Do industriol employers fear public opinion 
when they hou.e Negroes or Mexicans for long periods in box 
cars, in sheds and other maleeshifts' What would people say 
if they put native white Americans up in that way' Are im
migrant workers less sensitive to their surroundings than na
tive white workers' 

22. At a meeting for the promotion of international friend
ship through the churchcs, a retired naval officer spoke with 
enthusiasm of the peace movcment in a western city. As he 
described it, his hearers got the impression that practically 
every citizen in that community was the member of one anti
war organization or another. Some one from another western 
city, apparently with a real desire for information-for, the 
situation as described had a question for him which would 
not have occurred to others in this eastern conference-asked 
the speaker whethcr the Japanese in his community were en
titled to memberRhip in the various organizations which he 
had mentioned. Tbis quite nettled tbe speaker wbo failed to 
see any connection between the problem of tbe prevention of 
war and tbe relations between whites and Orientals in 
America. 

The following example sbows bow contact brought about 
throng-h natural causcs may change a previous attitude of 
mntual neglect bctween members of different races to mutual 
appreciation and helpfulness: 

'23. In a ccrtain part of Fresno, Cal., an Armenian and an 
American family had been living side by side for several 
years. The American parents, although they knew nothing 
of their neighbors, would not pcrmit their children to asso
ciate with the Armenian children. It happencd that one boy 
from each horne attended the same class at scbool and became 
very friendly, though they did not meet out of school hours. 

The American boy was taken ill. and his Armenian friend 
determined to see him. So he had his mother prepare some 
rare Armenian delicacy and started forth. He met a cold 
re<'eption at his friend's front door. However, at his urgent 
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request he was admitted. The illness continued for some time, 
and little by little the parents of the American boy recognized 
the joy brought into the invalid's life by the visits of his 
friend. The Armenian motber did many thoughtful things 
for her boy's playmate, and finally the American woman felt 
called upon to express her gratitude. Aiter making the ac
quaintance of her neighbors, sbe regretted the years she had 
missed in cultivating the friendship of that family with whom 
she found she had much in common. 

Is lack of knowledge a main calLse of indifference and 
neglect? Does dislike always playa part in it! Do the differ
ent groups feel that they have flothing in common! Is the 
dominant group more neglectful of others than the lesser 
groups! 

Reactions to Physical Appearance 

Some writers on race assert that men have an "inborn" 
dislike for those of strange appearance, which is biological 
and cannot be wholly overcome. Others dispute this and say 
that the attitude of repulsion from persons of strange appear
ance is acquired by parental and other outside influences. 

There exists a widespread racial antipathy founded on color 
-an animal-like instinct, if you will, but an instinct which 
mnst remain in existence until the world becomes 'Ctopia.' 

The canses of racial dislike must be sought elsewhere than 
in purely physical differences. Confirmation of the view that. 
racial feeling is not inborn is .found in the fact that until 
quite recent times the conscious sentiment of race has been 
an almost negligible factor in human history and has played 
hardly any part in determining the relations of peoples to 
one another.2 

24. A Negro stndent at a' northern theological college 
writes: 

'B. L. Putnam Weal., The ConfIi<t of Colour. Macmillan Co, 1910, 
p. 110. See also the definition on p. 211. 

'J. H. Oldham, ChristiaDity and the Ra<e Problem, Student Christillll 
Movement, London, 1924, p. U. See that chapter for illustrations iD 
support ot the author III eontenuOlL 



Some Traditional Attitude. 21 

Not long ago I spent a week-end with a friend at whose 
church I was scheduled to speak_ My presence in the home 
was quite a curiosity to his four-year-old daughter_ She had 
never seen my like befere. 

I made several friendly overtures, and at length she said, 
U Have a seRt over there," pointing to a large "Morris chair. 
As Boon as I was seated, she jumped into my lap, took both 
of her hands, rubbed them on my face and then examined 
them to see if any of my colur had been removed. Discover
ing no change in my face and no stain on her hands, she asked 
with great earncstness and anxiety," Are you black all over'" 

"Yes." 
"Are you black undcr your collar'" 
'Iycs." 

"But I know yon don't have black feet'" 
I' Certainly. " 
"Did you have to be black' Why aren't you white like 

Daddy'" 
Aftcr this grilling cross-examination our friendliness in

erell"CU, and when I left the home, as far as I could see her 
from the distance, she was waving a fond good-by to the 
h Ullllln being she had disco"ered under a black skin. 

Compare !IOllr OWII allalysis of this incidelll with Ihe follow
illg gi.'en by the lIarrator himself: 

Ruth's fi",t reaction was one of sh~'ness mingled with fear. 
Illy overtures assured her that I was harmless and friendly in 
spirit. A relationship of primary contact established, she 
pro"N'ded to a first-hand investigation of the phenomenon. 
1\" .. first problem was whether my color was genuine or arti
fieilll, and whether it covered my entire body. "If he is the 
slime color all owr, ne mnst be diffcrent from Daddy." The 
next step was to see if I had chosen my color or if I had had 
no choice in the matter. 

Com'ineed thllt I was black and had always been black, she 
dismissed that difference as beside the point and began to 
nppr~eillte thnt part of me oyer which she felt that I had a 
me,,,nre of control. In other words, she jndged me by the 
qualities whi,'h I had in common with her father and not by 
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our differences. In a very fundamental way Ruth's attitude 
was one of sympathetic understanding which led to a very real 
respect for my personality. 

Is the process here pictured one which we usually apply to 
making the acquaintance of persons of strange appearance! 
Is it Mtural with childrent Does an experience of first·hand 
investigation, such as Ruth's, to any extent influence a per
son's attitude toward other races! 

25. A circumstance narrated to the writer a few months 
ago by a young New York lawyer, a man of college training 
and high character .... 

It chanced that I found myself in an unfamiliar, modest 
restaurant at the luncheon hour. I had seated myself, and 
the waiter had just served my order, and with good appetite 
I was about to enjoy my midday meal, when there entered 
two Negroes, fairly well dressed, gentlemanly in their con
duct, evidently above the ordinary laboring class, and, as I 
should judge, clerks or small business men. I observed that 
my waiter did his best to convince them that there was no 
room for them, but ob~erving two unoccupied seats at my 
table, they placed themselves opposite me and proceeded to 
give the waiter their orders. The effect of their presence so 
close at hand did not tend to give zest to my appetite. Ab
ruptly ending my meal, I arose and, calling tbe waiter, paid 
my bill and departed. As I left the table the Negroes in
stinctively noted the situation, but I could not overcome my 
dislike to their presence at my table. The waitcr said to JIle, 
"I am sorry, sir, but I couldn't help it, tbey just .took those 
seats." I felt sorry for them, sorry for the waiter, and 
ashamed of myself as an American gentleman, but the fact 
remained that the repugnance to their presence was not to be 
overcome.1 

• • 

Have yo" experienced similar feeli1lgs to those describtd 
apol()gelicaUy by this lawyer! Would this lawyer be likely 
to leave the table abnlptly when told that Ihe food had been 
prepared by a colored cook' Is there anything about sitting 
down at the same table that makes contact more inlimale than 

I William P. Pickett, The Negro Problem. G. P. Putnam's Sons, 
1909, p. 106. 
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contact between Ben'ant and served or infant and nurse' 
Supposing the two Negroes had worn turbans and spoken 
French, would the lawyer's feeling have been the same' 

Before answering consider some instances like the following: 

26. When Miss Maude Royden, the well-known English 
preacher and author, was in this country a few years ago, she 
attended a convention in a southern city_ On the Sunday, much 
to the astonishment of her hosts and the expressed horror of 
some of those of hcr own denomination, she chose a local col
ored church for the delivery of a sermon_ In the course of this 
convention, a locol hostess gave a dinner for Miss Royden ond 
at her side, in the place of second honor, seated a Eurasian 
woman from India, a woman rather dark in color. Miss 
noyden afterwards said that many of her countrywomen 
would have been as outraged to be seated next to this Eura
.ion wOlnnn as her hostess would have been if, invited as a 
guest of honor in England, she were seated next to a Negro 
womall. As for her own part, she welcomed any chance to 
sit next to an interesting woman of either race_ 

27. Bishop Charles II. Brent, who was in the Philippines 
for many years, and in constant social relatiolll!hip with the 
I<'i1ipinos, contributes the following incident: 

I went to a town where one of the progressive business men 
was an Americnn Negro married to a Filipino wife_ IIis 
house was the only hostelry in the place, and I often put up 
at it. It seemed to DIe that it was absurd to be willing to sit 
down at the S8me table with Filipinos and not to sit down 
with this very respectuble Negro. I proposed it one night when 
lui was sitting back, waiting for me to finisb my meal. I could 
see thot he was quite shocked. Of course I did not press tbe 
invitation because I could see tbat he would be uncomfortable. 

28. In a small city in New Jersey is a colony of thirty-four 
Greek families, Dlany of them recent arrivala in this country, 
Feeling the need of a place to worship according to their cus
tom, they rented a storeroom for a cburch, fitted it up with 
an sitnr, and brought a priest of the Greek Orthodox Church 
from Atllens. 
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The priest, ambitious to learn English right away, went to 
the nearest public school and joined one of the night classes 
for foreigners. One night, while on his way home from school, 
he was set upon by a "lot of toughs" and so badly hurt and 
frightened that he never went back to the schoo!. The presi
dent of the church, who keeps a grocery store, said he thought 
that the priest's long beard probably incited the attack. 

Is the antipathy of white for colored persons instinctivel 
18 there a similar revulsion of colored for white persons I Has 
a colored nurse to do violence to her feelings before she 
suckles a white infant' Is there a beard prejudice as distinct 
from a color prejudice' Is there a hat prejudice" 

Is repugnance for color ever isolated from other possible 
causes of repugnance---such as differences in status, habits, 
language, etc.1 Do people ha"e the same race repugnance per
manently, or are they aware of it only at times' Does it come 
over them even when they are ignorant of the race of the 
person with whom they are thrown 1 

Do you know of cases in ",hich individuals hat-e acquired a 
repugnance to contact u,ith those of other races which they 
did 1Iot possess earlier in life' How has this come aboutl' 

Select two or three feelings of unpleasantness occasioned by 
contact with other races about which there is agreement. See 
if you call account for these feelings. Trace back of any feel.
ing that first occurs to you experiences or associations, perhaps 
lying a long way back, that may help to explain it. 

1 The remark is attributed to Booker T. Washington that objection 
is made not to a man'lI color but to his hat; " tor," he said, ,I if I 
were to wear on my head a little red tffZ instead of an Ameriean bat, 
I could ride in a PullIWiu. "ear in &Ily pan ot the eountry without 
molestation. J' 

a Try this exereise: Make a list of half a dozen persons yon dialike 
and draw up honest speci1i.eatioDB -Of the reasons for your dislike, sap. 
arating intelleetual reactions, such as disagreements and moral judg
ments, from spontaneous or seemingly iI18tinetive reaetiona, web as the 
etfeet of color, voiee, gait.. For each web charaeteristie found try to 
discover some other asaoeiati0D8 in your experience which might expla.iD 
the dislike. Find how many of these eharaeteristiea are attributable 
to raee. 
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Select now one or two racial groups contact with which 
gives unpleasant feeling, to ,ome ond not to others. Find 
the reason. for thi8 difference of feeling. Trace back any rea
sons that first occur to possible differences in experiences and 
early associations. 

What difference, if any, i8 there in the feeling of repugnance 
or attraction toward different races' For instance, i. the 
repugnance of white" so far as you know, for Mongolians as 
strong as for Negroes' 

Can repugnance between races be eliminated' What would 
be tile effect on the survival of your own race' 

Before coming to final conclusions on the subject of physical 
repugnance between members of different races, proceed with 
the following sections of this chapter. 

Reactions to Political and Religious Backgrounds 
That the' association of races and nationalities with his

torical facts and religious traditions must influence the feel
ings of other races and nationalities toward them need not, 
perhap •• be argued. We shaH expect to find attitudes be
tween difTerent groups in America colored by their historical 
experiences with each other, not only in America itself but 
also before they came to America. 

29. Antllgonism between Protestants and Catholics and tbe 
pride of the "old families" complicate every community prob
lem in S., a New England manufacturing town with a popu
llltion of about eight thousand. In addition to a fairly large 
native American element, there are Italians, Poles, Germans, 
Irish and Swedes. 

A group of American women, through the D. A. R., the 
Red Cross, and the Y. W. C. A., became interested in the im
migrant groups which, they felt, were making little construc
tive contribution to the life of the community. They admitted 
that the fault was largely that of the American-born. As a 
first step, a nationality exposition was organized. Women 
representing different nationalities were invited to join com
mittees; handwork from fourteen countries was brought to-
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gether for exhibition. Each evening of the three days' expo
sition at the town hall diJferent nationality groups performed 
dances, music and plays. Some 1,800 to 2,000 persons, repre
sentative of all parts of the population, attended. 

As a result of this happy experiment, a community council 
was formed to bring all groups together to work for the good 
of the town, more especially to arrange for similar events for 
the future. But again the Protestant-Catholic fuss somehow 
got started, ran through politics, school affairs, the Visiting 
Nurse Association and other organizations, and killed the 
community council . 

.All that remains of the original effort are some small clubs 
of foreign-born girls under the auspices of the Y. W. C . .A. 

What traditions lay behind the unwillingness of various 
foreign groups to participate in the attempted community 
activities' Do imported antagonisms between peoples playa 
part only in the attitudes ot different groups toward each 
other, or also in their attitudes toward the United States' 
What influences in American life tend to keep these attitudes 
alive' To weaken them' 

30. The rabbi of an old synagogue appeared before the Juve
nile Court in Philadelphia one day in 1922, to lodge a com
plaint against eight gentile boys who had been arrested for 
entering the synagogue, tearing down hangings and smashing 
valuable furnishings, ornaments, and vessels. After present
ing his testimony, the rabbi pleaded with the judge for a 
release of the culprits, requesting, however, that the parents 
be reprimanded for the bad upbringing of their children. II! 
doing so the judge said: 

"I would not like to discbarge these boys without i~posing 
at least a light sentence. I think the least the parents ~an 
do is to pay for the damage wrought which amounts to $56.75. 
They must pay this before I set the boys free. 

"The parents as well as the boys must be made to under
stand that in this land of ours each one is free to worship 
God according to his own conscience. 

"Had Jewish children committed such a desecration in a 
Catholic or Protestant church, such a hue and cry would have 
been raised that it would have resounded in the heavens. Nor 
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can we dismiss the matter when gentile children conduct them
selves so shamelessly in a Jewish synagogue." 

Where did these bO'!ls get their attitude toward Jews' 
I. there anything peculiar in the attitude of variou. peo
ples toward Jews that distinguishes it from attitudes toward 
other alien races' What is it' Is anti-semi/ism in America 
merely an importation' Is there a strong antagonism toward 
the Jewish religion in the United States that explains antag
onism toward the Jewish people' Are religious Jews more 
disliked than irreligious oneH' 

31. A Greek waiter married a young woman of North 
Italian birth. Her people had made quite a little money in 
the fruit business and other small business ventures. Both the 
Greek and the Italian groups in the community disapproved of 
the marriage. 

On the day after the wedding, the bridegroom's Greek fel
low-waiters had a prolonged discussion, and there were dis
cussions also among some of the young educated Greek men 
of the town. Their objection was purely on a religious basis, 
since the bridegroom had joined the Roman Catholic Church. 
They admitted that he had not "embraced it very closely." 
One of the young Greeks remarked to the Greek Catholic 
priest: "None of us have ever taken the time to say a word 
to him about the religion of his fathers. He knows very little 
ahout it and really has had no religion. So why should we 
object if he takes an interest in his wife's church f" The 
priest agreed that it was the fault' of the Greek people, and 
that the man was probably no worse off for having joined the 
ROlllan Church . 

. The Italian objection to the marriage was based chiefly on 
the recent political disagreements between Italy and Greece. 
nut social discrimination also entered into their judgment. 
They commented on the fact that the bridegroom was "nothing 
but a waiter" while the girl was one of the nicest and best 
educated among the local Italians. They also remarked upon 
the fact that her people were evidently financing the young 
people's s"'ting up housekeeping. The Greek colony did not 
think this worth remarking upon as it is frequently done in 
(lre,·k fllmilies. 



28 And Who Is My Neighbor' 

What would a person not knowing of the tlariou& factor$ 
involved in this incident thin" if h. heard of a fight between 
Greeks and Italians in the community over the marriage of a 
Greek with an Italian girl1 Can you think of cases of fric
tion attributed to differences in race where other controversial 
factors were present I 

Reactions to Foreign Languages 
In the common mind, strange appearance and strange lan

guage create a similar distaste. When they happen to coin
cide, whole race theories may be built upon the coincidence 
without the slightest biological foundation for them. Thus 
concern for the Anglo-Saxon "race" as distinct from the 
Latin is not uncommon. 

32. In Duquesne, Pennsylvauia, a representative of a gov
ernment bureau lecturing on "Abraham Lincoln and Amer
ican Democracy" to Russians was arrested and imprisoned 
as a Bolshevik because he lectured in Russian. It took the 
government thirty-sb: hours to free its own agent. He says: 
"After they found out who I was and set me free, I asked 
the mayor of the city whether he would allow me to deliver 
my lecture now. He said that he would not.' .. 

33. A middle western city which had grown rapidly em
ployed an expert to systematize the numbering of streets and 
to weed out duplicau>s in the naming of streets. His report 
mentioned the existence of a Lincoln Avenue and a Lincoln 
Street in the same part of the city and suggested that the for
mer be renamed Pulaski Stre~t after the great gene~al in th~ 
American Revolution. This name would please the Polish 
residents who occupied the southern part of the street. 

Immediately there was a protest from the residents in the 
northern part of the .treet who, for the most part, were native 
Americans of North-European extraction. They did not want· 
to live in a street called after. "some old immigrant." Many 
of them had never heard of Pulasld; but even when the signi
ficance of this great patriot to America was ,made clear to 
them, it did not change their minds. 

1 Jerome Davis, The Russian Immigrant. Maemillan C.a., 1922, p. 171. 
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One particularly irate lady admitted that the post office fre
quently delivered parcels in Lincoln Avenue that were des
tined for Lincoln Street; she admitted that a fire which had 
broken out in the street not long ago had proved very nearly 
ruinous because the hose and ladder company, misunderstand
ing the call, had gone to the Avenue and wasted time before 
ascertaining where the fire was. She even admitted that Lin· 
coin himself probably would have preferred to relinquish the 
honor of having two streets named for him in favor of one of 
the founders of American freedom. But the prejudice againat 
a foreign name could not be downed with any reason; and 
the parcels still take their erratic course between Street and 
Avenue. 

Are some foreign language. heard with more hostility than 
others' /. the hostility to foreign names of the same charac
ter as that 10 foreign languages' /. Ihe dislike of foreign 
sprech i ... tinctive' Before answering the last question con
sider some further examples: 

34. A number of years ago, writes the headworker of a 
New York settlement, I had occasion to visit one of the police 
courts. The mngistrate invited me to sit with him on the 
bench ond see how he dispensed justice. An Italian peanut 
vender wnR brought before him, charged with assaulting' a 
cUNtomcr in a row over the payment of five cents' worth of 
p"nnut8. The compluinant was a native American. The 
Itulinn stated, through an interpreter, that the customer had 
refused to pay him. It appeared from the testimony on both 
.ides that the American had teased the Italian to have a little 
fun with him, but the Italion had failed to see it from this 
pnint of view and, becoming angry, had struck the customer. 

·The Italian understood very little English. He was made 
to appear ruther ridiculous for taking the matter so seriously, 
lind the situation had some elements of comedy which the 
judg-c, the cnurt offici.ls and the crowd in the court room all 
realized and enjoyed with considerable merriment. 

I shall never forget tbe bewildered look on the face of the 
poor Italion. I ho\'e wondered at the impression made upon 
hi. mind as to the dignity of 8 court of law and the quality of 
justi"e meted oul. There was anything but a sympathetic un· 
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derstanding of his case. He was made the butt of the whole 
situation. 

35. "What is one to do with these foreigners T" said a sin
cerely well-meaning plant manager. "Sometimes the Polish 
workers--usually women-get together in a corner of a room 
gesticulating and jabbering in their language, and nobody in 
authority is able to understand a word of it! Then one of 
them who can make herself understood may come up to the 
foreman, or to me, and say, 'The workers want so and so.' 
Meanwhile the workers stand around as expressionless and 
stolid as this radiator beside me. The leader who comes for
ward is soon spotted as the one who has been doing most of 
the talking. She may tell what is wanted and I might say, 
'Well, we can meet you half-way. We will do this much.' 
Then more gesticulating and more foreign language talking, 
and set faces, and stubborn resistance. Nothing but all will 
do--no matter what the mill owners' inconvenience in the 
matter." 1 

How many different reactions toward foreign languages do 
you d'istinguish in the examples given' What attitlldes do 
they produce1 What is the effect of these attitlldes on those 
who speak these languages as their mather tonglle' What 
would be your reaction if, in a foreign country, you found 
your name ridiculed, your language despised, your difficulty 
in learning the language of the country unrecognized 1 

Somewhat distinct are the attitudes which arise not from a 
particular feeling toward foreign sounds but from the sheer 
inability of persons to understand each other because of dif
ferences of language: 

36. To bring together different national groups that do not 
ordinarily mingle, writes a settlement worker in the Miodle 
West, we have tried to admit to the women's club-which is 

1 William M. LeisersoD, op. cit:, p. 100. I In his very next sentence; 
continues the author, this man answered his own question. He had had 
a clear illustration of what would work among these women-and yet 
he had never thought to apply it. He said that on an occasion similar 
to the one described, a Polish woman secretary from the International 
Institute of the Y. W. O. A. spoke to the disturbed group of women in 
their own language, and her ability to reason with them and to make 
herself understood quieted them and settled the trouble. 
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largely an Irish-German-English organization-women of 
other foreign nationalities in the neighborhood. In theory, 
this was an excellent means of amalgamation, but in practice 
it did not work. The so-called" Americans" objected to their 
club becoming" foreign" and came so near breaking it up on 
account of this that the plan had to be abandoned. 

I think the chief trouble was that we had attempted to get 
the Lithuanian women whom we knew elected in a body. An
other factor was that the foreign women did not speak English 
well which madp. it difficult for them to understand what was 
going on and also markcd them off as different from the older 
established groups in the club.' 

37. A young Hungarian of good family and education who 
came to this country a few years ago tells of one of his earliest 
experienccs in America, which frequently repeated since that 
time, have given him the impression that many Americans, 
though well meaning in their intentions toward the foreigner, 
do not have enough imagination to carry their intentions into 
efTeet. 

IIis first invitation into a really American home was an 
event. He went with the greatest expectations. His hostess 
and the members of the party were friendly; but as soon as 
he had been introduced and talk became general he found him
self almost as completely apart from what was going on as 
though he were looking at it through a window. They talked 
so fllst and indistinctly that the foreigner, who WIIS only just 
acquiring the rudiments of English speech, was unable to 
follow the conversations. Even when they spoke to him, they 
did not trouble to enunciate more clearly. Some would shout 
lit him as though he were deaf; some would use the first ex
cu~e to turn away from him. 

Games were pillyed. and though he understood their drift, 
he could not hike part because the pace was beyond his verbal 
enpacily. He got the feeling more and more that he was 
trented as though he were too ignorant or stupid to take part 

I Tho a~rOl1nt .... ontinu81 to rolate a number of practioal stepil taken 
t.o bring the different nationalitiea together without forcing them upon 
t'"l'h ot.hor-io("Juding aD orjfRnization of individual visits by memben 
lit the women '. alub UpOD. the more newly arrived immigrant women 
in the n .... ighborhood. 
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in the games, when as a matter of fact he felt impeded only 
by his difficulty of expressing himself and knew that if the 
games were conducted in his own language he could be as bril
liant as any of the rest of them. 

When an attempt was made to draw him into the conversa
tion, there was no deliberate choice of a topic which he could 
be expected to know something about, or in the discussion of 
which his meager vocabulary might be expected to be adequate. 

The following example illustrates a change in attitudes as 
the result of an effort to overcome the language difficulty; 

3S. The Rumanian colony in an industrial city of Pennsyl
vania had for years lived with practically no social associa
tions with those of other nationalities. A social agency and a 
woman's club organized some of the Rumanian women in an 
English class which was eventually adopted by the School 
Board while volunteers continued follow-up work in the homes 
and occasionally sponsored a social affair to which native 
American as well as Rumanian women were invited. 

Gradually the interest in these people spread. The priest 
of the Rumanian church was invited to join the clergy asso
ciation. The Y. W. C. A. made a collection of Rumanian books 
and placed them on loan in a branch library in the Rumanian 
district. This brought more people of that foreign colony in 
personal touch with both the library and with the public 
school. 

Is common speech essential to understanding, What are 
some of the difficulties faced by newcomers with a sNght knowl
edge of the American language' Mention some possible means 
of communication between different groups other. than llUl
guage. Can friendly attitu'des be created between groups 
through interpreters f Is it possible for two social groups to 
speak entirely differ:ent idioms and yet share the same 
culture" . 

Reactions to Cultural Standards 

There is yet another series of factors that make one set of 
people appear "queer" to another. But the different kinds 

I See Kroeber, Anthropology. Harcourt, Brace & Co., 1923, p. 110. 
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of queerness do not necessarily produce similar responses in 
the attitudes toward them. We J;llay have disgust for a per
son who is que~r in appearance, ridicule for one whose lan
guage is queer, curiosity for one whose beliefs are queer, and 
admiration for one whose acts are queer. Keep these possible 
differences in mind in considering the following incidents. 

39. When the members of a trade union branch, made up 
for the most part of native American girls, were invited to 
join in a picnic with other branches known to them to be com
posed almost entirely of Jewish girls, they protested. "What 
for should we want to go on a picnic with those Jewish girls!" 
they asked. However, a majority of them were persuaded by 
an appeal to uuion solidarity. The party passed off without 
a hitch; indeed, all seemed to enjoy themselves greatly, and if 
they were conscious of racial differences, they did not show it. 

One of the native American girls explained it afterwards: 
"You see, we had expected a lot of these dolls, all painted up, 
in impossible clothes and shoes in which one can't walk. But 
when they turned up in knickers and sweaters like ourselves, 
without gloves aud without hats, knew how to make a fire and 
were just as accustomed to being out in the open as we were, 
we quite forgot that they were Jewish." 

40. On their arrival at Washington, D. C., two East Indian 
students from a western university went to a respectable hotel 
and nsked for a room with bath. The clerk at the desk looked 
them over severely for over half 8 minute and then told them 
that he had no vacant rooms-in a tone the meaning of which 
could not be misunderstood. Realizing that nothing was to be 
gained from arguing with the man, the students went back to 
the Union Station and telephoned to one of the best hotels in 
the city. T!Je clerk at this hotel took the voice for that of an 
American and asked whether the two .. Hindus" for whom he 
was Mked to make reservations were "dressed properly" and 
"civilized looking." On receiving answers in the affirmative, 
the students wel'e given nice rooms and the best of attention. 

41. Most Americans who employ Mexicans as house ser
vants, writes a Texan missionary, sooner or later complain of 
their dishon~sty. I sent a girl to the home of an American, a 
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church member. The girl was a member of our mission, and 
I knew her and her whole family to be absolutely reliable. She 
had worked but a few days when the woman called me and 
asked if the girl was honest. I told her she was. She said 
that on the previous Sunday, the day before the girl went 
there to work, she had worn a diamond brooch to church. She 
had not seen it after that evening, and when she looked for 
it on the dress she had worn it was not there. She felt that 
the girl had taken it. 

I asked her not to accuse the girl or to notify the police 
till a thorough search had been made. I also asked to have 
the girl come to the telephone. I explained the situation to 
the girl and told her that although I had perfect confidence 
in her, the woman did not know her as I did. The next morn
ing, while she was cleaning the room, the girl found the brooch 
under the bureau where it had fallen on Sunday evening. 
The woman believed the girl might have returned it to that 
place when she found that it had been missed. She still sus
pected the girl, and naturally the girl left.' 

What ground did the gentile girls have for forming their 
opinion of Jewish girls! The hotel clerk of East Indians! 
Is the forming of generalizations about other groups natural 
and inescapable! Is it harmful to understanding between 
groups' Do individuals, as a matter of fact, conform to a 
large extent to the picture which the community has of their 
race or nationality! What is the typical attitude to them if 
they obviously do not! . 

42. In reading the report of a group of social workers I 
found a remark like this: "Not yet Americanized; still eating 
Italian food.''' . 

J The eorrespondent adas! 11 she had stayed on, the Mexiea.n girl 
would probably have justi1led the suspicion, for I have to~nd that 
theae people will respond to j'?8,t that degree,o,t eonfidenee that 18 ~o~ 
them. If ODe is always B1lSPleJ.OUS the SUSPICIOns usually become JUsti· 
fied' that is, the person will begiD. to take things. But it ODe hal 
eonftdenc8 in them and makes them responsible for everything in the 
house, they rise to the responsibility. 

J Enrieo C. Sartoria. The Social and Religious Life of Italiana in 
America. Christopher Publishing House, 1918, p. 51. 
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Can a man habitually eat macaroni and yet be a good Amer
ican' Do Americans like differences in dress, diet and man
ners' Do they like to adopt foreign habits when abroad
"when in Rome do as the Romans'" Is the sense of strange
ness usually or always mixed with a sense of contempt' 

Is hostility to foreign customs due to an unconscious de
fense of cherished traditional ideals' 

What do you know of characteristic cultural habits of the 
following groups: ltfexicans, American Indians, Japanese, 
Armenians, Finns, Welshmen' 

Reactions to Social Status 
We have seen that the attitudes of a racial group toward 

others are determined, in part, by generalizations as regards 
their cultural standards and the expectation that each indi
vidual will full within the general pattern of traditions and 
behavior that has been set up for his race or nationality. In 
a similar way, ideas of race or nationality are sometimes asso
ciated with quite definite conceptions of the social status occu
pied by members of a race or nationality, with results whieh 
lire illustrated by the following episodes: 

43. In one of the suburbs of New York a large plot of land 
on a rough hillside sloping down to the railroad track had 
been sold to a Negro developing corporation. Within a year 
or two some twenty homes were built, most of them on unfin
ished streets, but homes of a superior character, some of the 
two-decker variety, some individual cottages. .All have gar
dens, many of them garages, and one of the homes has a tennis 
court. Some of the colored residents are better dressed than 
their white neighbors with whom a number of them, men and 
girls, apparently of the office worker type, commute into 
the city. 

A white woman, of the high-class residential colony on the 
opposite hill, hearing of the arrival of so many colored fami
lies, had an idea. One morning she knocked at the door of the 
Negro home nearest the station, asking where she might find 
a cook. The colored woman who had opened the door tactfully 
repli"d: •• Yes, servants are difficult to keep these days, aren't 
tlll'Y' I have had three in less than two months I" 



36 And Who Is My Neighbor' 

44. A native American woman drove over to the house of a 
Polish neighbor to inquire if the daughter of the Polish fam
ily would accept work as a servant for the American house
hold. The American woman was dissatisfied with the attitude 
of the Polish girl, but she thought the old Polish woman was 
"nice." The girl did not seem at all pleased about the oppor
tunity to work as a servant. The mother, however, was quite 
evidently anxious that the daughtpr should get the work. The 
girl asked in good English about the wages offered and the 
privileges as to days off and evenings out, and she stipulated 
the kind of work she would do in the household and what she 
would not do. The mother, in broken English, apologized for 
her daughter's attitude, apparently fearing that her questions 
might lose her the job. But the daughter explained that her 
teacher in the public school had told her to be independent 
like an American and to ask questions like that. 

To the American woman seeking a maid this effect of Amer
icanization was quite displeasing, and she preferred the atti
tude of the un-Americanized Polish mother. It is possible of 
course, that the Polish-speaking mother will prove to be a 
better American than the English-speaking daughter, but ap
parently it was the Americanization of the daughter that was 
most displeasing to her prospective native-born employer.' 

45. The first family where I worked knew perfectly well 
that I spoke French and German-I heard them mention the 
fact to a guest at the table-but to them I was not any more 
interesting an object than any peasant girl who could neither 
read nor write. They might have known that I must have 
had some sort of education, for the average immigrant girl 
does not speak many languages. Our relations were entirely 
impersonal. I found out how foreigners are regarded by the 
old-line Americans, and I cannot say that it made me feel any 
more friendly toward America. I was still of the Old World, 
and who can blame me" . 

1 William M. LeisersoD, op. cit., p. 19. 
I A Finnish girl quoted in Robert E. Park and Herbert A. Miller, 

Old World Traits Traosplanted. Harper and Brothers, 1921, p. 51. 
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Is the assumption that Negroes or immigrant women are 
necessarily limited to menial work current only in some parts 
of the country' How do you explain the vehemence with 
which so many people insist on the low social status of Ne· 
groes or immigrants' 

The following two examples show the difficulty experienced 
by individuals who, recent comers to a new social environ
ment, do not conform to the particular attitude which prevails 
in it as regards the social status of another race: 

46. Some years ago at Blue Ridge, North Carolina, a col
lege girl who was attending a conference there came to me 
in distreRs and said she was short of money and needed work 
to pay for her entcrtainment. We did not need another 
worker, but to help her we opened the way for her to join the 
other college girls who were serving in the dining hall. She 
prcpared hcr tuble for the first meal, but when the guests were 
seuted there was no waitress. She had disappeared. When 
found hcr only explanation was that she simply could not 
do it-that is, she could not do what had once been the office 
of slaves-and in her own home had always been the task of 
Negro maids.' 

47. The sccretary of a charitable organization in the South 
who bad been brought up in the North came in for much criti
cism when be went counter to the deep-rooted objection to 
using the term Miss or Mrs. in reference to colored members of 
his stafl'. Some of these women were college trained, of ma
ture yeurs and undoubted position and cbaracter. It was im. 
possible for him to fall in with the custom of the white mem
bers of the board and other white citizens to address these 
colleagues as Mary, Jane and the like. 

1. il as difficult for a northrrner to fall into Ihe typical 
flllilllde toward the Negro ill the South as it is for a southerner 
to flill into the typical attitude toward the Negro in the Northl 
If flot, erp!..i" the difference . 

• W. D. Woatherford, op. mi., po 238. 
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Two examples may illustrate a more indefinite feeling than 
that shown in previous stories that the foreigner is, somehow, 
a social inferior: 

48. We were seeking lodgings for two inteIIigent and attrac
tive young Italians who were working on a dam at one of our 
settlement country places. IncidentaIIy, the work they were 
doing was quite beyond the powers of any native workers in 
the vicinity of whom we could hear. We asked an old native 
couple, squatters on some adjacent land, to rent an unoccu· 
pied floor of their house to the two youug men. The man, 
despite their extremely indigent condition (the wife went to 
the almshouse a short time after), absolutely refused, fearing 
the loss of social prestige if they "lived in the house with 
dagoes. " I 

49. A son of a leading lawyer of Naples came to this coun
try and ·was soon holding a fine position and making a good 
living. He met at church an American lady who told him 
that she would be very glad to see him the next day at her 
house. At the appointed hour our young gentleman went 
there and handed his card to the servant. "Oh, yes," she said, 
"the lady gave me something for you," and she thrust into 
his hand a dilapidated suitcase and a note. The note read: 

Dear Sir, 
I have been caIIed IIway suddenly, but my maid ·will 

give you the article which I intended to present to yon in 
asking you to caII. As I no longer have use for this suit
case perhaps it would serve you on your next trip to 
Italy. . . 

Trusting to see you·at church next Sunday, 
Sincerely yours, -- • 

50. I worked in a book store, writes a Negro student, which 
was managed by a young white feIIow from Georgia. He dis· 
liked colored people very much, and whenever any came into , --- , 

I Lillian D. Wald, The House on Henry Street. Henry Holt & Co.~ 
~~3~ I 

:t Enrico C. Sartorio, The Social and Religious Life of Italians I ~I 
America. Christopher Pub1ishing House, 1918, p. 54. 
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the store his air was far from pleasant. I stood this as long 
as I could. One day I said to him: .. Why do you hate us so, 
It isn't because of our color. If it were merely this, you would 
paint your Ford car white, shave off your black hair and sell 
all the black chickens in your yard. I'll tell you why. Your 
hatrcd is arouscd only when you see us attempting to be your 
equals. It is an envious fear." 

.. Like h That's a lie." 
Continuing, I said: .. If I came here with no collar on, my 

shoes burst on the side, and generally unkempt, if I callcd you 
'Cap' and' Boss' and allowcd you to kick me whenever you 
felt like it, you would tell your friends that I was a 'good 
nigger,' and you would be willing to make any reasonable 
s!lcrifice on my behalf. But if I came with a clean eollar on, 
shoes polished, and generally neat in appearance, answered 
you' yes' and' no' and could talk with you intelligently about 
any question of interest, you would tell your friends that I 
wus a I bigoted nigger.' " 

.. I 'II be d ed if you aren't right I I had never thought 
of it. that way." 

51. An intelligent and refined northern colored man, John 
Jordan, graduate of an eastern college, was convalescing from 
a serious illncss in a hospital in a southern city. One day he 
was directed, for light exercise, to go out and walk slowly 
around the block on which the hospital was situated. He 
stllrted out, walking on the left side of the sidewalk, which 
WII~ also the inside, in order that he might steady himself by 
taking hold of the fence as he walked along. Seeing a white 
mIlO approaching, he hastily crossed to the outer edge of the 
sidewlllk, in order to keep to the right in passing the stranger. 
In passing, Jordan brush cd lightly against the coat of the 
white mlln. Jordlln immediately snatched off his hat, bowed 
and exclllimed, "I beg your pardon, sir I" But the offcndcd 
strllnger cursed him violently and at length, declaring that he 
ought to be killed on the spot. Presently his rage abated, 
however, and he went away. 

When Jordan returned to the hospital he asked the nur"" 
for an explllnation of the apparent unreasonableness of the 
white m8n, but she was unable to account for it. In his ward 
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he asked a colored neighbor for an explanation, which he gave 
readily: "You took oil' your hat and said, 'I beg your pardon, 
sir,' just as though you were another wh-ite man. You should 
have said, ' 'Scuse me, boss, 'scuse me!' Then he wonldn't 
have been so angry." 

Why do many people believe that Negroes will always be
long to one of the menial classes 1 Do they hold this belief 
also when they know prosperous and refined Negroes' Is 
there a similar attitude to immigrants' To all foreigners or 
only to those of certain races or types' 

Has the apparent growth of antagonistic feeling toward im
migrants in recent years any relation to the volume of immi
gration' To a change in the type of immigrants' Is the 
attitude toward Negroes likely to improve with the establish· 
ment of a Negro college in a community' 

Can individual members of a race, by rising from its typical 
social status, change the attitude toward it' Do obviously 
rising cultural standards of a racial group, even when they 
do not change its social status, have the effect of changing the 
attitude toward it' 

52. At the Pendennis Club in Louisville, Ky., it was cus
tomary for the colored waiters to give a concert at the annual 
club meeting for the entertainment of the members and their 
guests. On one of these occasions, a young Negro sang a 
number of solos, unusual not only for the quality of the sing
ing but also for the choice of program which was not of the 
kind expected on such occasions. 

At the close of the concert a member asked the young waiter 
if he would sing behind the curtain in his motion picture the
ater, which was one of the best in the city, during the 
presentation of a scene from an opera. The Negro assented, 
and the audience applauded long and vigorously. l't'1len, 
prompted by the manager, he appeared before the curtain to 
acknowledge the applause, the audience thought it a joke and 
laughed vociferously; for no black man had ever sung like 
this before such an audience. The orchestra struck up, how
ever, and this strange creature now sang in front of the cur
tain, in fuIl sight of all. The air was the same, the words 
were the same, the voice was the same. When the aria was 
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ended, there was absolute silence for an instant, then applause. 
more vigorous than before. 

This young singer was Roland Hayes, recently returned to 
the United States after a conquest of Europe where he was 
hailed by many critics as the foremost living tenor. Since 
then he has appeared not only in the North with the Boston 
Symphony Orchestra and other distinguished organizations, 
but also in the South before audiences that had never heard 
a Negro soloist, and in halls to which Negroes had never 
been admitted. 

Does art have the efJ ect of lessening the feeling of strange
n-ess between races, of making for more mutual sympathy, 
Docs appreciation for the arts of immigrant groups overcome 
contempt for their socia! .tatu.' What other possible inftu
enCfS are there that may change the mutua! attitudes between 
racial groups even though the difference in their social status 
remains the same' 

Exploitation of Race Prejudice 

In the previous chapter we were obliged to wind up our 
study of common misunderstandings with a glance into the 
deliberllte creation of such misunderstandings by misrepre· 
"l'lltlltion. In the same way, to understand traditional atti
Itllies townrds those of other races and nationalities, it is 
lll'l'l'ssllry to illquire whether any forces are at work to influ
ell~o these attitudes for ulterior ends--either selfish or 
ullselfish. 

53. In the late summer of 1922, the Erie Railroad was en
gll!:"d in a strille and tried to prevent serious losses and at 
the snme time to intimidate the strikers by securing volunteer 
services from its suburban clientele. A leaflet was distributed 
which read: 

To Commuters, Erie Railroad: 
Many of the strikers who went out are engaged in doing 

violence to men who remain at work, at their homes and 
on their way to and from work. 
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Appended is a list of names taken at random from the 
former forces of the Erie Railroad at Jersey City (where 
violence has been marked). 

The average rate these men received was $120 a month. 
Many of them received more, $120 being the average. 

Stamminger R{)gatski Niwicki 

[followed by 42 other foreign names 1 
(Signed) J. M. Cmmos, Supt. 

The Chicago Journal of Commerce, in commenting upon 
this novel industrial war, pointed out that these 45 names 
were those of strikers, not of men convicted of anv unlawful 
act; and that the leaflet did not state from how iarge a list 
these 45 foreign-sounding names had been selected. 

54. A property owner in Merchantville, N. J., discovered 
that his father had given the town an option on a piece of 
ground, some years ago, for $5,300 and that the option would 
expire on June 23, 1923. He further discovered that a private 
real estate man would pay him $6;900 for this property in 
case the town did not take up its option. As there was then 
a referendum in support of an issue of bonds for the erection 
of a school on the land in question, the $1,600 difference be· 
tween the two prices seemed. as good as lost. But a little in· 
genuity might prevent the loss. One morning tlie citizens 
awoke to find the town plastered with posters which said.: 

Taxpayers, take notice--Remember when yon vote for 
the school bonds, if yon win yon are voting to bring forty 
to fifty colored children: into your school . 

Our people don't want that to happen. 

A row of houses will be rented to colored people, and 
this will bring their children into yonr school Suit your· 
self. 

Yote against the school bond issue or ha,e a lot of Xe
groes live in your town. 

At the time only one colored family was living in the town. 
Two neighborhood townships in which there are more colored 
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families have their own colored schools. The property owner's 
threat that he would bring in more colored people was based 
on a controversy a year before about the attendance at the 
Merchantville school of some colored children, one of whom 
carried away the honors of her class in 1922. But his bluff 
failed.' 

What general motive, what specific purpose, have these two 
examples in common" Have such actions a measurable influ
ence on public opinion' Can you think of cases where policies 
of this kind have been pursued on an even larger scale' On 
a nation-wide Bcale' For religious motives (or motives mis
taken as such)' For political motives' Is our government 
ever influenced by propaganda which has for its specific aim 
the creatian of race antagon'$m, 

We enn now summarize our impressions as regarda the 
cnusos of the different attitudes displayed in the examples in 
this chnpter: 

IIerall yoltr explanations for the incidents told and select 
si.e or more which seem to you to indicate racial impressions 
I1rOl";ng out of ignorance, misrepresentation or lack of con
tlld with other races. Do you, or do you not, consider these 
fairly repr,selltati,'e of the reason for rarialimpress;ons' 
Why' 

Do these incidents imply that where other races are strange 
in -appearance, habits, customs, characteristics, persons tend 
to h .. ,. unfavorable impressions of them' .Are such impres
siOlIS unconllrctcd with differences in sorial status' 

A,·. COlllmOll clistOlllS, ideals alld speech essential to fellow
_,hip bt'luJeen different races' Is physical similarity essential' 
Is sirnil<lrity in the gelleral let'el of the social status of two 
oroups esselltial' Suppose a rnan cam. into your church or 

I ""'rom an .rUde in Opportunity tor July, 1923, and lator eorre
KpontlNl('f!l • 

• Jo"'or ~xRmpltl1 of milrepreeentatioD incidental to juatifleation of dis
,'rimiulltiOll8 against races or nationalities lee the followinr chapterL 
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poliJirol club whose clothes were poor and outlandish, whose 
be1wt·Uw W/1$ unusual, could the member, enter into the same 
fellov:ship with him /1$ with those to whose characteristics 
they were accustomed' 

Recall the incidents which indicate favorable attitudes 
where there 1uJs been more kTl()toledge or contact with the 
races concerned. Do you, or do you not, consider these fairly 
representatjt'e of experience with other races according to 
your obsen.'ation' Do they prove that more kJlOu:ledge of 
a'ld contact with the races concerned would tend to remove or 
tend to confirm unfat-orable impressions! 

Are different racial groups hostile only at the first meeting! 
Does the feeling of hosl!1ity tend to wear off! What is your 
evidence' How do we get our impressions of what is typical 
of the appearance, c1wracter, customs and habit. of other 
races! 

From your observations and experience, which of the rea
sons found for racial attitudes do you consider the most 
important, u:hich the second most important and which the 
third most importantl Why' 



CHAPTER III 

Civic Handicaps 

See note on top of page 1 

We have witnessed in the evidences discussed in the two 
previous chapters a sort of cumulative process: common mis
underRtandings as well as certain psychological reactions lead 
to attitudes between racial groups or give a strained quality 
to them which interfere with a smooth adjustment between 
them. These problems of adjustment must now be further 
analyzed. We shall expect to find that such traditional atti
tudes aR. for instance, the habitual association of race con
ccpts with class concepts, lead to modes of behavior which 
mal,e for disparity in the treatment of different races. We 
will now observe more closely the nature vf these race dis· 
tinctious and tuboos, trying to discover what part social tra
ditions, which are more or less permanent, and group or indi
vidual interests, which may be temporary, play in them; and 
not only how they arise but also how they affect the fortunes 
of individuals and groups, and the conditions that make for 
n harmonious community life. Only on the basis of such an 
inquiry shall we be able to discover what moral problema are 
invulved in such inequalities of treatment both for those who 
mllke them lind for those against whom they are directed. 

Fur the .,;ke of convenience, we will distinguish between 
four major types of bandicaps imposed by different racial 
gl"oups upon each other-<!ivie, economic, educational and so
"ial-although they are often part of a general relationship 
whi"h embraces them all. 

45 
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In the Courts 
One of the fundamental distinctions of the republican, and 

especially the American, form of g.overnment upon which we 
are apt to pride ourselves is the equality before the law which 
is supposed to be guaranteed in our nation's political con
stitution and a treasured heirloom of its history. Many be
lieve that it constitutes one of the few ideals of democracy 
which have become accomplished facts. Americans are taught 
to view with abhorrence nations that deal out differential jus
tice to the classes or races that compose them. Fair play in 
the administration of justice has become a cornerstone of our 

'political as well as of our religious creed.' 

55. A short time ago an educated young Greek bank em
ployee was arrested on a charge of assault and battery. Al
though he had called the police and preferred the charge 
against the American who had attacked him and whose 
drunken condition supported the Greek's statement that he 
was the aggressor, the policeman who arrested the man said 
he did not believe him as he was a -foreigner and that this 
American said he was the one who had attack cd him, and so 
he believed him. The court accepted the policeman's account 
of the affair. 

The young Greek was taken to prison, but luckily for liim 
some prominent business men in the city went to ·the maynr ' 
and there told a different story, which was that wh!le he 

• It is important in the discussion of this subject to distinguish in
equalities in law and administration, in the treatment of specific ra.cial 
groups, from discriminations against all aliens as embodied in mauy 
fltatutes and ordinances, federal, state and local. In practice, of course, 
8uch laws and regulations may be interpreted differently in relation to 
Apecific racial groups. For instance, for several years the Russians 
were singled out in 80me quarters for a particularly harsh application 
of certain rules; and in some eases discriminatory laws, such as dis
franchisement laws in southern states, are passed which, though no race 
or nationality is mentioned, are quite definitely understood to have in 
view tile differential treatment of particular groups. For examples of 
such legislation see Kate H. Claghorn, The Immigrant's Day in Court; 
Jerome Davis, The Russian Immigrant; William M. Leiscrson, Adjusting 
Immigrant and Industry. 
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was in a restaurant the drunken man passed some insulting 
remarks to him which he did not deign to notice. The man 
was drunk and trying to pick a fight, and the Greek, not car
ing to mix himself up in#a brawl with that sort of person, 
paid no attention to him. When he went out on the street, he 
Raid, the drunken man was waiting for him and accused him 
of being a coward for not resenting his insults and struck him. 
When the Greek called the police, the American told the po
liceman that he was the one who had been struck. 

The influence of the business men and of his employers 
saved the Greek from a jail sentence. The man who had struck 
him had gone free--no one even knew his name. The Greek 
""id, "Had I been a poor waiter or a working man, I should 
probably still be in jail." 

(i6. Two students from a colored school entered a drug store 
to buy tooth paste. When the clerk had some difficulty in 
finding the article, one of the boy", out of courtesy, indicated 
the pORition of the tooth paste. To his surprise, the clerk reo 
plied: "I don't need any help from a damned nigger." The 
other boy, fearing trouble, said: "Let us go." Then the clerk 
picked up a bottle and threw it in the face of one of the boys, 
cutting him severely. The two boys Icft the store. The school 
authorities had the case brought into the court. The judge 
dismissed the ease on the ground that it wasn't a serious af· 
fllir, and that the colored boy must have done something to 
provoke the clerk. 

57. In South Carolina a white man stole an automobile and 
WAA sentenced for thirty days; on the same day and by the 
RlIllle judge a Negro who stole a bicycle was sent to the chain· 
gang for three years.' 

Do tllr.,. sloNes indicale an atlitude in Ihe courts which is 
diffrrent from the tMUa/ attitude toward nalive whites' What 
I"~ tile difference, How do !IOU explain it' What part does 
diff .. rell". of l{m!}lIu!}e play in il1 [See also example No. 31.) 

Tho following eXllmple shows in Illuch greater detail what 
hn)lpf'lls wlwn a ('ourt is influPlw('d hr eertain definite stti· 

I ntmjnmin Brnwlt'y, Your N("gro N!,ighbor. Macmillan Co., 1918, 
p.O •• 
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tudes---both its own and those current in the community-in 
its action upon a case involving persons of another race or 
nationality. ... 

58. On Hallowe'en night at about 7 :30 P. M. a young Por
tuguese repeatedly taunted by three American boys and hit 
with stockings filled with soot, finally turned upon them and 
gave Pat Milligan, a young Irish-American, a slight cut on the 
shoulder. The Portuguese immediately ran away. 

Three nights later, Milligan, visiting Portuguese lodging 
honses with two policemen, picked out J os", Alvarez as his as
sailant. Alvarez was taken to jail and later bailed out by his 
brother, who at once enlisted the services of the only lawyer he 
kLcw, a young man of limited experience. 

The lawyer made very little investigation. Deciding appar
ently that his client was guilty, he expended his energy 
largely in an attempt to persuade him to plead guilty. This 
Alvarez refnsed to do, declaring always that he was innocent. 

On the day before the trial, Alvarez's friends enlisted Mr. 
Todd, the executive of a neighborhood organization. Having 
no time for a thorough investigation, he too suggested to Al
varez that he plead "non vult." Again Alvarez declared that 
he was not gUilty . 

.At the trial Milligan and his friends testified that on the 
night of the cutting they were talking with Molly S. in fr9nt 
of Milligan's home next door to the store of Alvarez.'s brother, 
that a Portuguese appeared, hurled an obscene epithet in 
"Spanish" at the girl and passed on across the street. Milli
gan, they said, followed him and demanded an apology, struck 
at the Portuguese and received the knife thrnst in his shoulder. 

Jlrolly S., put upon the stand, declared that she was talkin'g 
with the three boY'> as they described, but that she saw no 
Portuguese at the time and knew nothing of the stabbing until 
aft~r it had occurred. (This testimony she repeated in sev
eral other interviews. Its significance was completely ignored 
by those who were handling the case.) 

When asked about the validity of the identification, the 
plaintiff and his mother vaguely indicated that they had 
known Alvarez for some months as a familiar figure on the 
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street. The judge accepted this identification; no one seemed 
to realize in this connection that Milligan and his friends after 
three days of inquiry about the neighborhood, "Who was 
'that' Portuguese'" had aworn out a "John Doe" warrant. 

Alvarez's defense rested upon an alibi. He presented at 
least a dozen witnesses, fellow lodgers, who agreed that on 
the evening in question Alvarez was in the house eating sup
per, playing cards and learning to play the mandolin from 
about G o'clock to 8 :30. (All were agreed that the cutting 
occurred about 7 :30.) The judge declared later that the tes
timony of these witnesses was invalidated because they 
"n~reed too well." 

Unfortunately theRe witnesses were obliged, with one or 
two exceptions, to talk through an interpreter_ The assistant 
prosecutor who conducted the case took advantage of this in 
trying to confuse the witneRses and then in laying an elaborate 
trap for them. To each witness he put a few questions, such 
as the immigrant invariably learns always immediately upon 
his arrival in America-for instance, "Where were you 
born'" "How long have you been in the United States," 
.. Where do you work'" "What wages do you get'" "Have 
you money in the bank'" The women stared blankly at him, 
even though he raised hi. yoiee and several times bellowed a 
repetition of hi. question. lIlost of the men knew this cate
chism aud so fell into his snare-later, addressing the jury, 
he claimed this as a proof that they pretended ignorance of 
English in order to be allowed to use an interpreter. 

Two boys-one American, the otber born in Spain but edu
cated in a publio school in the same class with Milligan-de
elared that they witnessed the fight and that they saw beyond 
possibility of a doubt auother Portuguese than Alvarez stab 
Milligan. The American boy said that although he had often 
seen the other Portuguese, he did not know his name. The 
Spouillrd t •• tified that he recognized him as a young man 
named I1,'urigue., similar in appearance to Alvarez, who lived 
iu oue of the neighboring lodging houses. 

The prosecutor, summing up the case for the jury, said 
Among other thinb"S: "I leave it for you to decide whose word 
you would more readily tnke-that of fellow Americans or 
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that of foreigners who have been in the country for years and 
can't speak English, or if they can speak it, pretend not to 
understand it." 

The judge's charge was colored by such statements as: ' , You 
have a right in making your decision to judge whether the tes
timony of witnesses may be discounted by the fact that they 
are protecting a fellow countryman." 

"The twelve good men and true" brought in a verdict of 
"guilty" with a recommendation for mercy. 

After the trial, Mr. Todd set about an investigation of his 
own. 

He interviewed a neighbor of the principals in the case-
an old friend, Portnguese herself, but thoroughly" American
ized" by many years in the public schools-who testified to 
the good character of Alvarez, described the frantic attempts 
of the MiIJigan family to learn who "that Portuguese" was, 
and recalled seeing Alvarez at about 9 o'clock Hallowe'en 
night, when the street was seething with excitement over the 
attack upon young Milligan, quietly dealing out sugar and 
tobacco in his brother's store, 

He saw the two boys who bad testified that Alvarez was not 
the offender, Both of these had seen the other Portuguese, 
Henrigues, several times· earlier in the evening harassed 
again and again hy the three American boys and bad heen 
witnesses when he finally defended himself. 

The Spanish boy had talked. with Henrigues, and Henrigues 
had said: "I wish they'd let me alone. I don't want to hurt 
them hut I can't stand much more, and I am afraid my teinper 
will make me do them some harm." After the stabbing, he 
said, Henrigues ran toward the high board-fence back of the 
Portuguese lodging house. 

Mr. Todd visited two of these Portuguese lod~ing houses, 
one in which Alvarez lived and the other on the floor ahove it 
where Henrigues lived. At the first the lodgers repeated the 
account, just as it was given at the trial, of Alvarez's move
ments on Hallowe'en night and descrihed the midnight visit 
of :Milligan and the police. At the other place the landlord 
and his wife and s,,'eral boarders told how in the morning, a 
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few hours after Alvarez's arrest, Henrigues had taken his 
lunch and started out as if going as usual to the factory, but 
had never returned. 

One boarder said that he sat alone at about 7 :30, the time 
Milligan was stabbed, when the back door was burst open and 
Henrigues rushed into the room panting for breath and evi
dently under great excitement. He had stood there 8 moment 
as if trying to collect himself. Then he had gone into his room 
and closed the door. 

Mr. Todd took this testimony to the judge and the prosecu
tor. IIe urged them to send an investigator down to the Por
tuguese lodging houses to look into the matter and bring 
them 8 report. This they were unwilling to do. 

The judge was approached immediately with the new testi
mony but it was impossible to shake his conviction that Alva
rez WIIS guilty. He said: "The Spaniards have always been 
an inferior people." He seemed not to understand that Por
tug-uese and Spanish are not identical. "The punishment of 
this I1IlIn," he insisted, "may show these people that they 
mu.tn't carry knives and that they mustn't live by themselves 
in foreign colonies." 

The one concession the judge was willing to make was the 
postponement of sentence against Alvarez for one week so 
thnt sOllle attempt might be made (by Alvarez's friends, for 
the judge bimself offered no help in the matter), to locate and 
perhnps bring back IIenrigues. This delay was later length
ened to two weeks by the personlll request of the Portuguese 
eonshl general (" merely," the judge declared, "as a matter 
of courtesy to the consul "). 

Mcnntime Alvarez's brother reported a rumor that a vis
itor some weeks before had said that Henrigues was living at 
M., Rhode Island. Mr. Todd, with one of the local Portuguese 
leuders, made a trip to M. They leal'ned that Henrigues hac! 
been living there, they located the bouse in which he had 
Ih·ed, but were told that be had just left town. It has been 
reported frolll two sources since then that Henrigues, suppos
ing Mr. Todd was a detective, was hiding there at tbe time of 
their visit. When lI!r. Todd suggested to the judge that he 
go to M. to find lIenrigues, he was told that Henrigues could 
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not be brought back unless a warrant had been sworn out for 
his arrest, and that he would then have to await the action of 
the May Grand Jury three months later. The judge rejected en
tirely the suggestion that an affidavit of guilt from Henrigues 
would indicate the innocence of Alvarez and should thus save 
him punishment. "If Henrigues is guilty," he said, "produce 
him. TeU the Portuguese they must hand him over to the 
law. No affidavit would amount to anything. Any foreigner 
will swear to anything if without suffering himself he can 
save a fellow countryman." 

Alvarez, himself on bail and awaiting sentence, went to M., 
trying to bring back Henrigues. He located the factory at 
which Henrigues was working and planned to meet him there 
when he came to work the following morning. 

Then he telephoned to lIir. Todd through a Portuguese friend, 
asking him to complete arrangements for Henrigues' arrest. 
He promised to telephone further particulars later in the day. 
Thia time, unable to reach Mr. Todd, he telephoned the young 
lawyer who had defended him. This time the lawyer took a 
hand effectively. He visited the Milligan family and gained 
their consent to let Patrick, accompanied by his mother, 
go to M., identify Henrigues, if possible, as his assailant, and 
swear out a warrant for his arrest. When they were all ready, 
Alvarez telephoned that Henrigues, evidently warned of ills 
presence, had failed to appear at the factory. So. this hope 
was given up. . 

The local authorities, including the judge, the chief prose
cutor and his assistant, .who tried the case, declared there was 
nothing they could do. 

The prosecutor's office was as certain as the judge of Alva
rez's guilt. The chief prosecutor, speaking of the alibi pre
sented by Alvarez's friends, said: "You can get any of those 
foreigners to swear anything to help a fellow countryman. 
Why, any time there is a fight up in you can get 
twenty Assyrians to come to court and testify for a friend." 
(The AssyrilllS come not from Portugal but northern 
Persia I) 

His last resources having failed, also the patience of the 
judge, Alvarez came to the court house to receive sentence. 
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He was tremulous with nervousness, his lips qnivered, and the 
blue veins throbbed at his temples. 

The judge had declared obstinately that he was determined 
to impose a jail sentence "to teach these fellows." But he 
relented and made it a $250 fine. To poor Alvarez, who for 
four months had been haunted by fear of the penitentiary, this 
seemed the height of clemency. But the $250, added to the 
fees for his attorney (who charged $200 but was given only 
$100 by Alvarez's indignant brotber), his own loss of work, 
two days' pay for his" cloud of witnesses" and other costs 
of trial must have mounted up to about $500, which repre
sents twenty weeks' work in the factory. 

An appeal to a higher court was possible, but that involved 
expense which was out of the question. "If Henrigues has 
any mnn in him, he'll come back and give himself up," said 
the nssistnnt prosecutor. "\Vould you come back," asked Mr. 
Todd, •• to a court room wbere the prosecutor preaches race 
prejudice to the jury'" "Mr. Todd," said the assistant pros
ecutor, "I have a right to say anything to win my case!" 
"Yes, " said Mr. Todd, U even if it may send an innocent maD 
to the penitentiary for seven years 1 " 

Mr. Todd then dccidcd to try the case in the court of public 
opinion. A letler to seven leading ministers of the town 
brought response from only one minister, who alone could not 
accompli.h anything. 

A detailed account of the case, made as dispassionate and 
matter-of-fact as possible, was prepared and offered to the 10-
cuI papers. One paper refused it entirely-" libel suit," they 
said. The editor of the other paper, though he warned of 
the danller of action for libel, was willing to print it, but 
was "culled off" by the publisher. 

A similar account was sent to a large number of papers 
and Dlng-azines. One rather radical publication, a thousand 
miles distant, printed the matter in full. Two others wrote 
buck some time later that they would give space to it if it 
were reduced to three hundred words. It seemed impossible 
so to condense the account and Dot misrepresent the case. 

80me 10"Rlm.'n showed some interest in the story; but indif
f,'r~n,'e, timidity or professionlll ethie.s prevented their giving 
h,'lp heyond ad,·ice and recommendation. 
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Meanwhile down in the boarding houses and lodging houses 
there was much discussion. It was thought by some that the 
Hallowe 'en trouble was responsible for an attack on Portu
guese the New Year's night following, which led to a real 
race riot. 

The Spaniards, identified with the Portuguese by their sim
ilarity of language and of physical characteristics, were drawn 
to a common cause with them. In fact, these two groups of 
men, the latest comers and considering themselves the object 
of a common persecution, were forced to lay 011' their old-world 
antagonisms and to "march to Fate abreast." 

The standpoint of these two nationalities may well be repre
sented by a discussion which took place at the Spanish Club 
one night at about the time of the Alvarez trial. 

Said one man, referring to the charge that .. foreigners" 
crowd together in colonies instead of becoming a part of the 
national life, "The Americans don't want us to live among 
them. Of course it is less lonesome for us to be with people 
that speak our language and come from our own country, 
and, besides that, we find that we are not welcome among any 
other people." 

"Of course we oughtn't to °fight with knives," said another. 
"We have laws against that in Spain, and men are punished 
there if they use knives; but when three men attack one man, 
how can he defend himself with his fists f I've been attacked 
upon the streets without provocation by three or four Ameri
can men and I know. I never used a knife but I've wished I 
had one." 

"Yes," said aoother, a quiet, refined young fellow, "I've 
never been attacked myself; but it's only because I stay in 
my room most of the time at night, especially on holidays. I 
don't want to get into trouble and I don't want to hurt any
body. But"-and an unwonted gleam leapt into his eye--"I 
always have this little knife in my pocket." He took out a 
little penknife and opened up its shining bladeso "I never 
go out without this, and if anyone attacks me, I'll use it!" 

Do you think Alvarez was guilty! Why' Did the judge do 
everything that is expected of him to bring the guilty man to 
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justice' By what attitude. to race or nationality was the 
court influenced' What misunderstandings entered into these 
attitudes' Did tlte public prosecutor fulfill the function pre
scribed for him under our legal system' Did the jury have a 
clear presentation of the case' What was the effect of the 
affair on the foreigners in the community' Did the judge suc
ceed in his endeat'or to impress upon them a wholesome les
son' Was it his function to do so, 

The folIowing instances contain admissions that colored or 
immigrant plaintiffs or dcfendants cannot expect the same 
treatmcnt in court as native white ones: 

59, A case concerning the support of an illegitimate child 
by a wealthy colored man eame before a southern court a few 
years ago. The defendant offered to pay $300 on condition 
that all further claims be waived. The social worker who 
represented the colored girl-mother refused to settle for this 
sum which, he said, was much smaller than men of substance 
hud beeu obliged to pay in other similar cases. However, the 
court overruled his objection, stating that this was the largest 
amount ever given to a colored woman in a case of support 
for an ilIegi limate child. 

60. A PulIman porter, named Griffin, was arrested in Mont
real, charged with stealing a pocket-book, but the charge was 
not substuntiated and he was released. He thereupon brought 
suit' al'(ainst Daniel F. Brady, who caused his arrest, and ob
tained a verdict for $2,500 in damages. The Supreme Court 
of New York redueed the damages from $2,500 to $300. Upon 
an appeal by Griffin, the appelIate division of the Supreme 
Court sustained the order reducing the damages. The folIow
inl'( is a part of the opinion of Judge Drugo of the Supreme 
Court whose order was sustained: .. You cannot say thl10t he 
[Griffin) is just the same as a white man, when you come to 
say how much his name will suffer. He might suffer more. 
But, after alI, whnt are the probabilities about it' Is it likely 
that when a colored man is arrested and imprisoned he feels 
just ao much shame as a white man of any circumstance 
Dlif,!ht'" • 

• Gilhl'rt Thorn .. Stf'ph~n8on. Raee Dlatiudiol1l in Ameriean t.w. 
n. Allpieton Ii Co., uno. p. 276. 
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61. Here is a recent conversation in a southern city follow
ing an accident when a colored boy driving an automobile 
injured another colored boy. A colored man went to the po
lice station to see if he could get the driver out on bail. The 
officer in charge at the station said, "No, indeed. We couldn't 
possibly let anybody out on bond nnder these circumstances. 
We don't know yet whether the injured party will live or 
not." Then the officer asked this question, "Was it a white 
boy or a colored boy that this driver hurt T" The answer was 
that it was a colored boy. Then he said, "Oh, yes, you can 
get him out; $100 bond will be all right." The offending 
chauffeur was duly let out on bond. 

62. In a large southern city, some colored men had bought 
a number of building Iota at public auction. A certain section 
of public opinion was outraged and persuaded the owner not 
to have the Iota delivered. The auctioneer informed the buy
ers that the owner refused delivery of the Iota. Thereupon 
they went to one of the best-known lawyers in the city, a man 
whose father and grandfather had practiced law there before 
hUn. He said, "You have not got a good ease, since you ha\·e 
nothing in writing. But if you had the best possible case, I 
would not take it for ten thousand dollars. For, if I took it, 
I should for ten years to come lose every ease that came before 
a jury of poor whites. They would hold against ine that 1 
have 'helped those niggers to get those lots.' " 

What elements have these four illcidellts in common' Is 
it an accepted American theory that the life alld happiness -of 
a colored person is worth less-in so far as financial compensa~ 
twn CO""" into question--tlKln those of a white person' Is 
there a sim.1ar theory concerning the life and happiness of 
immigrants' Is the scale of values for members of different 
races the same in different parts of the cou ntry' Can there 
be an absolutely impartial administration of justice' Does 
the sense of being discriminated against by the law have an 
important influellce on race attitlldes' Does if increase crim
inality' 

Compar. t1re ways in which the outcome of the couri cases 
in tloese examples affected the N egrots and foreign-born con
cerned in them. What opinions of American law, American 



Civic Handicaps 57 

citizenship and of their native u}hite fellow citizens were 
produced in them' [See also example No. 158.) 

Is it possible for immigrants to sit on juries' For Negroes" 
Does jltry service of members of their race ensure justice for 
all' Under what circumstances would it further embitter pub
lic opinion against a racial group in the community' Are aU 
races competent to do jury service' 

In the Execution of Law 
Distinct from the category of inequality before tbe law so 

far considered is tbat in which an impartial administration 
of the law is frustrated not by the interpreters-the eourts
but by those who execute the law. A few examples will illus
trate the dilTerenee: 

63. Dean Pound and other lawyers secured and published 
a number of affidavits, which they evidently considered au
thentic, testifying to the brutal methods of the government 
agents. To cite for instance: Mitchel Layrowsky, a teacher 
of mathematics, swore to the following: 

I am fifty years old. I am married and have two chil
dren. I was principal of the IgIitsky High School for 
fifteen years in Odessa, Russia. I declared my intention 
to become 8 citizen of the United States. On November 

'7,1919, I conducted a class at 137 East 15th Street, New 
York. At abont eight 0 'clock in the evening, while I was 
teaching al!("bra and Russian, an agent of the Depart
ment of J uotice opened the door of the school and walked 
in with a revolver in his hands and ordered everybody 
in the school to step aside. Then he ordered me to step 
toward him. I wore eyeglasses and the agent of the 
Department of Justice ordered me to take them off. Then 
he struck me on the head and simultaneously two others 
struck and beat me brutally. After I was without strength 
to stllnd up, I was thrown downstairs; and while I rolled 
down, otber men beat me with pieces of wood, which I 
later found were obtained by breaking the banisters. I 

'Pflrt.aiu lIouthern eounti_ have (,ODt'oo.Nl the fairn8llll of the demand 
of Nl'grot'll to ait on juria See Weatherford, ~. cit., p. 354. 
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sustained a fracture of the head, left shoulder, and right 
side. Then I was ordered to wash myseli and was taken 
to 13 Park Row, where I was examined and released 
about midnight.' 

64. The newspapers recently reported an experiment in a 
new form of execution: the criminal sentenced to death is 
put into a tightly closed chamber, and then hydrocyanic acid 
gas is introduced into the chamber. It is claimed that this 
form of execution is more humane than others now practiced. 
The state of Nevada, in trying out this new method selected 
two victims for its experiment; but let an editorial in the New 
York Times continue the tale: 

"It is hard to refrain from wishing that Nevada had not 
reached the determination to destro,- her mnrderers bv ad
ministering to them the most terribie of all known po-isons. 
That their physical sufferings will be owr almost instantane
ously hardly balances the peculiar horror that a man must 
feel as he meditates for days or weeks on snch an ending of 
his life. And it is not pleasant to note that the white man 
who had been condemned· thus to die had his sentence com
muted at almost the last moment and the new method tea.'! 

tested on a Chinaman. That...-ill need a good deal of ex
plaining. " 

65. State's Attorney Hoyne said before the CoIIlIIlis;5ion: 
"There is no doubt that a great many police officers were 
grossly nnfair in making arrests. They shut their eyes to 
offenses committed by white. men while they were very vigor
ous in getting all the colored men they could get .... I don't 
know of a single case where the police have apprehended 
any man who has blown up a house." 

... The trial of the three Negro policemen before the 
Merit Committee of the Police Department because they re
fused to use the "Jim Crow" sleeping-<jnarters in a police 
station doubtless added to race feeling, particularly in view 
of the publicity it received in the "Black Belt." 

• Report on the illegal PYarlic ... of the r. S. Il<'parIment of Justice, 
quot€>d ill Jerome DaTi&, The Russi&D. I..mmi.gTant.. Mac:milla.D Co., 1922, 
p.167. 
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Negro distrust of the police increased during the period of 
the riot. With each clash a new cause for suspicion seemed 
to spring up. The most striking instance occurred on the 
first afternoon when Policeman Callahan refused to arrest 
the white man whom the Negro crowd accused of causing the 
drowning of Williams, the Negro boy. This refusal bas been 
called the beginning of the riot because it led to mob violence 
of grave consequences.' 

66. In 1922, the Police Department and the City Council of 
-- were much upset by an investigation following the death 
of Antonio Villari, an Italian who had been imprisoned on 
the cbarge of murder. The widow of tbe man came to the 
writer and told her story which was afterward corroborated. 

It seems that Villllri, after his arrest, had been thrown into 
a cell, and during the night four policemen, two of whom 
were the ones who had arrested him, came to his cell and put 
him througb a sort of third degree, trying to make him admit 
thllt he had killed the man of whose murder he was accused. 
Although he denied that he was guilty of this crime and said 
he was afraid to give the name of the guilty person, as his life 
would be in danger, the policemen, not satisfied with this 
stlltcment, took a fire hose and each one took turns at beating 
the man trying to make him admit the crime. The next morn
ing the mnn told hi. wife that he had been beaten" like a 
!Jorco" and told her to feel the welts on his body. 

The next night the same thing occurred, and on the follow
ing morning Villari's body was found hanging in his cell. 
The wlmlen elaimed he had committed suicide by hanging 
himself with his shirt. The Public Health Commissioner, 
when examiuing the body, said the man had not died from 
strllngulation but from the blows received, and later at a pri
vllte hearing testified that there was not oue spot on the man's 
bndy that was not bruised and horribly mutilated by the 
heatings whi"h he had reeci,·ed. There was no redress, how
ever, and the case Wfl. hushed up. The woman and her child 
Wt're tnkt.l ll ('nre of by private eharity for 8 while; she was 

I The Nt"j.!'ro in Chi("alotn. R€'port ot the Chit'Ago C-OmmiasioD on Raee 
Ht'llltion~. lTni"'I'fllity ot Chit'8IotO Prf'8&, 19!.!2, p. 34, ,..here mao,. more 
IIt·tnil. of • aimilar nature will be found. 
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in destitute circumstances, her health ruined, and with no 
means of providing for herself and child. 

Why did the Nevada court single out a Chinese ·criminal 
fOf' its experiment in a new method of inflicting the death 
penalty' Would an Englishman have done just as well' 

Are changes in the public attitude toward fOf'eign races 
reflected in the attitude of the officers of the law' Is the atti
tude of the police toward Negroes in Chicago, described in 
example No. 58, typical fOf' American communities' What 
brought it about' Had the case of Villari anything to do 
with race feeling' Would the Italians in the city think it had1 

Are you sure that the courts and the police force in your 
community are absolutely impartial in the administration of 
justice as between races' How do you know' Would any 
injustice be likely to come to the ears of the public , Would it 
create a public protest' Is it anyone's business to watch 
these things on behalf of justice-loving citizens' 

Citizenship 

We have so far in this chapter considered the less favored 
races and nationalities only in their relation to the adminis
tration of justice. This, indeed, is the best criterion we have 
for gauging tbe impartiality ·of our civic instituton~ in deai
ing with different constituents of the population. But ether 
civic relationships m1l$t .not be overlooked. 

When it comes to illustrating problems arising from the 
relation of the colored people and of immigrants to our elec
toral system, we are to some extent in the position of the 
cub reporter who, sent to describe a wedding, returned and 
reported that there was no "story"-that the bridegroom had 
not turned up. Persons of foreign descent are, of course, 
not discriminated against when they desire to vote-except 
on occasion when their political creed is more radical than 
that of the predominant parties. Recent examples of this 
will be recalled and would take too long to tell in this con-
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nection. As regards the Oriental, the Negro, and the Amer
ican Indian in relation to the franchise, likewise, no illustra
tive incidents ean give a true eonception of the situations or 
problems involved. The struggles for and against the parti
eipation of these races in our political life are both historical 
and, in many states, in the forefront of current political con
troversies.' A few examples may illustrate the minor handi
caps which oftcn obtain where members of the colored races 
are aumitted to the franchise: 

67. Two colored men presented themselves as candidates for 
the Itepublican nomination for representative in the state leg
islature of a middle western state. In the primary they made 
a good run and defeated several white candidates, becoming" 
with two white men, the candidates offered by the Republican 
party in the November election. Before the election consider
able quiet campaigning against them Was done. Little was said 
of their personal qualifications, much was made of their race. 
In the election they ran a long way behind their ticket. The 
two white Republieans were elected; these colored candidates 
were bauly beaten. 

68. The registration booths were open, writes a southern 
white WOllllln, lind in the liue stood a quiet, intelligent Negro 
WOllllln who, I hllppcued to know, was a teacher in the schools 

I AI r('gnrtl. the Nogro, see 68Jl6Cinlly Gilbert T. Stephenson, op. mt.; 
W. D. WOllthortord, op. cil.; Benjamin Brawley, A Social History of 
tho AmeriCAn Negro. MnemiIJan Co" 1921. 

Fur t.ho Oriental in AnlOrienn political life see Sidney L. Guliek, 
Anltlric..'Ro n(\lUo('rnry nnd Asiatio Citizenship (ebas. Scribner '. Bona. 
H1l8) and tho Ruthor '. Uloro roeent publicatioDa through the Inte .... 
nntioDnl CommiR8ioll 011 JUI~ti('O and GootlwiH of the Forlorn} CouDcil ot 
Churt'ilea; T. IyeuRR'R and Konoske Sato, Japan and tllO California Prob
h'm (0. P. Putnalll'R Elone, 10~1): Mary Roberta Coolidge, Chinese 
Immigrntion (Ht'llry Holt & Co., 1909). 

Con("(lrning the Am8riCftD Indian '. part in the government ot hi. 
C'ountry rf41ul Heifm Hunt Jackson, A Century ot Dishonor (Little, 
Brown" Co., BOlton) i the repom ot the Bureau ot Indian Atfain 
in tho IT. N. Drpartmt'lnt ot the Intorior; and the publi("ationa ot the 
IuliiHn Rigbt. Alllot'iation, 995 D1't\Xol Bldg., Philadelphia, an4 ot th8 
AUH'ri("nn lodiuu Dt'ttlUMO AAot'iation, 33 W. 42nd Street, New York 
l'lty. 
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of one of the great industrial companies here. I watched to 
see what the registrar would do, for I was sure he would not 
let her register. 

When she came to the polls he asked about the Constitu
tion of the United States. Her replies were fine until he 
said, "What is the fourth line in the third paragraph t" She 
stopped a moment as if repeating it to herself. At once he 
said, "Step out of line and come back wben you can meet 
the requiremeuts." 

Again and again we see this done. The Negro simply has 
no chance at the polls, and the number who vote in this big 
county is, I believe, about 12,000 or less. Why do they not 
rebel against it t Simply because of the old feeling that they 
would not stand a chance. They wonld not either, for this 
state is determined to keep its electorate white. 

69. In a suburb of New York it occurred to a political office 
seeker that the" colored vote" had not been sufficiently cul
tivated, especially among the newer residents. When it came 
near election time, he called upon a member of the Negro 
colony who had been pointed out to him as the most influ
ential. This man Bnd his wife, to show their neighborly good
will, at once agreed to call a meeting at their house. The 
meeting, when held, was followed by a chicken supper in 
which the visiting white politicians participated. . 

It was both courtesy and PQlitical diplomacy on their part 
to have their hostess appointed one of the watchers at the 
polls on election day. When the colored woman presented 
herself at the school where the voting took place, she found 
several white women in attendance as watchers who were 
sitting along one side of a long table and chatting to the 
electors. One of them put Ii chair close to the door, at the 
other end of the large room, for the colored woman, gave her 
a list and pencil and asked her to check off the colored voters 
only, as they took care of the white ones. None of them ex
changed a word with her all day. 

The contributor of example No. 67 adds: "Large numbers 
of coZOf'ed Republicans lost faith ill the sillcerity of their party. 
MallY resented keenly the thought that they were used sim
ply as cat's paws by the party leaders." Were the actions 
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narrated in the other examples any more happy in securing 
the party loyalty of Negroes' Is the result of such handi
caps more likely to discourage participation in politics or to 
change the party allegiance of those affected' What, if any, 
is the connection between political inequality and other forms 
of inequality' 

Let OlUJ member of the group briefly report on the present 
status of Negro, Oriental and American Indian in regara. to 
the franchise. (See references on p. 61.) Does this situation 
greatly aO'ect the relations between racial groups in states 
ana. communities where some vote ana. others don't' Does 
the enjoyment of the franchise secure for these racial groups 
the respect of their white fellow-citizens' 

Are any groups in your own community di$franchised be
rausO of racc' Do they feel bitter about it' Are the groups 
debarred from votillg the least respected in the commlwity' 
Are immigrants who are not yet naturalized in the same posi
tion as the dl4ranchised groups' Are any groups in your 
community Wegally debarred from political activity' If so, 
why' 

Are all racial groups equaJly capable of exercising the frall
chise in the public interest' Is their conception of the tlot
ing privilege inflltellced by their separate group experiences" 
A"e immigrants less intclliycllt !!oters than native-born citi
UIIS' Le ... pl/blie-spirited' 

National Defense 

Curious liS it Inlly s~eln at first, differ~nces in treatment on 
rndnl j:(rollnds as regards army service take the form of dis
eourng'f:'mf:'llt nuder some circumstances and compulsion, 
,nlllt,tinws with "iolenre of the III\\" Ilnd~r others. Both have 

I A ,,"omnn ,.,-ho had been in this ~ountry thirty-five years remarked 
inrlignnnUy: uOb, he'. a voter all right (moaning her husband)
t'iJ:ht(\(\u y~IU'l, and never did be get anything tor it. I Ul!Ied to get 
llllld at him ,..hOD h~ bad no work, and I aaYl to him, 'Why dOD't 
you go to them politieiane' You ... ote tor 'em. The,. ought to get 
you n. job.' That'. what other people do, but he'a D8nr gotten a 
("(lut from hill vote," (Loui!''' C. Odlmt'.ranta, Italian Woman in Indo.try. 
Ru .. oll Sage FoundntIon, 1919, p. 167.] 
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their historical precedents and reasoned justifications. In 
the matter of discouragement we have to distinguish between 
the policy of exempting certain racial groups from active 
service, or making it difficult for them, on the ground that to 
arm and discipline them may have dangerous consequences 
to the safety of the state. This attitude toward the Negro 
was widely expressed during the late war. Different is the 
policy of preventing members of a despised or oppressed 
race from rising to the commissioned ranks even though tbey 
may be conscripted.' 

More than one account has been published of what happened 
when, in 1917, several hundred Negroes were denied enroll
ment at a training camp for officers in Iowa and distributed 
to other camps.' But never has the story been told from the 
inside with a more convincing exposition of circumstances 
and motives than in the following letter from one of the 
men involved, now the executive of a social organization, a 
leader in interracial cooperation: 

70. We had been in training for commissions at the Fourth 
Officers' Training Camp, Fort Dodge, Iowa, for about a 
month, when word was whispered about that the camp was to 
be discontinued and the candidates transferred to Camp Pike; 
Arkansas, for infantry training or to Camp Gordon, Georgia, 
for machine gun work. You may imagine our feelings. Most 
of the men were northerners by birth, and the thought of go
ing into the southland held no charms for them. The few . 
southerners were for the most part students in northern uni
versities at the time of their enlistment and, having tasted of 
the freedom of northern city life, were reluctant to return 
south of the Mason-Dixon line. When the rumor was con-

I This was the accepted poliey ot several German states toward J ewa 
prior to the war and still is the policy in certain eastern European 
countries; while in other countries, where no such policy is acknowl
edged, it nevertheless enters in practice into the eom:mission and pro
motion of army and navy offieers. 

:I ~ee, for instance, George E. Haynes, The Trend of the Races, p. 123. 
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firmed by orders and we found that we were actually to be 
transferred, heavy gloom replaced the spirit of happiness 
which had permeated our four companies. During the few 
days which elapsed before the day set for our leaving there 
was little singing and less laughter. Groups gathered here 
and there and discussed the possibility of unjust and unfair 
treatment. What would be the attitude of other units in the 
cam p , What type of offieers would 1>e in command' How 
would the citizens react toward us, These and many other 
qucstions flooded our minds. Some of the southern fellows 
aNsured us that conditions wouldn't be half as bad as we anti
cipatcd while others warned us that tbey would be infinitely 
worse. We scarcely knew what to expect, but at best we looked 
forward to the most unpleasant experiences. 

We had been given our choice between the two camps. Col
lege mcn who had had considerable work in mathcmatics were 
urged to go to the machine gun school. It was hard for most 
of us to decide which place soundcd the worse and would 
prove the less desirable. My personal opinion is that in most 
cases the decision rested on the flip of a coin. As for me
wcll, Arkansas scemed ahout the worst place that a human 
being could go on this earth, but Georgia seemed even worse. 
I chose Arkansas. 

Several days on the road. And not so had either. After 
all, we were young and loved life. In spite of our plight 
which we regarded as little less than calamitous we had lots 
of. fun. Thcre was much hanter. Oue chap especially kept 
us laughing with his caricatures of the fellows themselves, 
the southerners in whose midst we were going, the officers 
and everybody else. He nssured us that we would all be 
lynched and burned within the week. I think some believed it. 

At lust we arrived. Night had fallen and there was a de
pressing stillness throughout the camp. Only the thud thud 
of ollr own marching feet could be heard. A nasty drizzle 
WIIS faIling and added to our general gloom. After much 
wlIlking we were halted before one of the grim and bare 
bllrracks. The driy.zle turned into a steady rain which in 
spite of raincoats drenched us to the skin. We wondered 
whllt WIIS whnt and fillnlIy asked one of the officers if we 
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were to spend the night out of doors. He laughed bitterly. 
He was black, too, and there were nineteen others of our 
race. He told us that" there had been some tnistake." When 
the camp officials received orders to prepare to receive candi
dates for commissions and twenty officers they assumed tbat 
they were white. What to do with these black fellows was a 
problem. Of course, black officers conldn't possibly live in 
"Officers' Row," and certainly a barracks must be found for 
the black candidates which would at least be on the edge of 
the camp. Alter much delay, two barracks were emptied 
of white soldiers and we were assigned to them. 1 think we 
rejoiced a bit that the white soldiers were put to the incon
venience of moving at midnight. Don't blame us! 

The next morning we arose and put our new house in 
shape. The sun was shining and our spirits had risen. AIter 
all, a good breakfast and the sunshine are good antidotes to 
gloom. Captain G. strode in. Every man stood at attention. 
He was as handsome in figure and features as any white 
man 1 've ever seen. Tall-broad of shoulder-straight as an 
arrow-every inch a soldier. He looked us over. Kot a 
muscle moved. Not an eyelash fluttered. And then he spoke. 
We conld detect suppressed emotion." Tbis thing has been 
forced on me," he said, "I never thought I'd be assigned to 
train a gang of niggers. Well," grimly, "you'll work like 
hell, and if any of you get a commission it'll be in spite of 
me. " He said some more but 1 didn't bear bim. Every bit 
of true American manhood rose in rebellion in my breas~ 
and 1 was blinded with passion. My brain cleared. 1 looked 
about. He had gone, but not a fignre moved. We seelned 
rooted to the floor. Str~ng men clenched their fists and bit 
their lips. And then confusion broke. Every one talked at 
once. There were curses-threats. Finally a big chap from' 
the regular army leaped upon a table and got a semblance 
of order. "Let's thrash this thing out," he said. Realizing 
tbat to hold a meeting without the presence of an officer 
could be regarded as mutiny and wanting to play fair, we 
called in one of the colored officers. He stood silently near 
the door, 

Some were for deliberately leaving the camp in a body. 
That meant defiance of authority and perhaps the federal 
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penitentiary, but who eared I Some suggested that a good 
whipping would do Captain G. a world of good. "Let's write 
to Emmett Seott (Secretary of Tuskegee Institute, who, in 
the midst of the various troubles incident to the enlistment 
and training of Negroes, had heen appointed confidential ad
viRer to the War Department) or the Secretary of War him
sclf," some cried. All sorts of drastic measures were sug
~cRted, and bedlam was breaking out anew when a quiet little 
fellow, scarcely over five feet, gained attention and spoke. 
"Listen, fellows, we are men and soldiers. We are loyal Amer
i"811.'. We are Negroes. Our honor is at stake. We repre
sent the beRt that our race affords. The eyes of America are 
upon us. Let's play square-soldier for the man and trust in 
God." That was all. No display of oratory. Just a simple 
quiet message. But it worked. Resentment left us. Hate 
was replaced by love. We silently agreed "to soldier for the 
man and trust in God." • 

And we did "work like hell." No group of soldiers in any 
camp suffered more than we. When we hiked it was twice 
the distllnce ond at double the pace of other units. Our guns 
were never clean enough. We stood at attention for two 
hours on inspection. At the slightest provocation Captain G. 
ahused 8nd cursed us. My, how that man could curse I He 
trie!1 delib!·rately to break us, body and soul, but we stood it 
like men and" soldiered." 

Toward the end he scemed to relent a bit. Our task grew 
lighter. Final examinations came, and we carried off many 
hoilOrs. Over fifty·five per cent of our company received 
cOlUmissions, and that was not a bad percentage. We were 
the most fit physically in the camp-hard, intensive training 
had made us that. 

The colored citizens of L. R. were proud of us and gave a 
"~rllduRtion dance." Captain G. was there and when called 
upon to speak told us B most amazing story which explained 
much. 

"When I was B lad," he said, "my father, who was sheriff 
of S. county in Oklahoma, was killed in B fight with Negro 
bandits. On his death bed, he made my older brother and 
me swear hefore God that we would avenge his death by 
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hating all Negroes and taking advantage of every opportunity 
to do them an injury. I grew up hating all Negroes, placing 
them all in the same category and determined to carry out 
my father's death-bed wishes. I became a ranger and was 
the terror of Negroes with wbom I came in contact. I hated 
them bitterly. When I found tbat I was assigned to train 
colored men for commissions I felt insulted and my hatred 
increased. Then I saw my chance to avenge my father by 
making these men under my command suffer. I deliberately 
set out to wreck them physically and break their souls. I 
had no idea that they could stand the pace which I set, and 
that any would earn commissions was not given considera
tion by me. But they stood the test. They beat me at my 
own game and laughed as they did it. I learned first to 
admire them, then to love them. I realized for the first time 
that the souls of black men were as noble as the souls of white 
men. I'm proud of Company - and I love every man in it 
and I love all black folk. I'm your friend until I die." 

That is all. We were stunned at the revelation and crowded 
around him to shake his hand. There were tears in his eyes 
and in ours, also, for in spite of it all we, too, had learned 
to admire and love him! 

Public Service 

.As for handicaps suffered by Negroes and persons of for
eign birth in appointments to public office, distinction must 
be made between appointments that are within the power of 
public bodies or office," .and those which are expected to be 
made under civil service rules without regard to any quali-. 
fications other than those of ·competency.' Almost every im
portant federal appointment of Negroes in recent years, fall
ing into the first class of cases, has been the subject of heated 
controversy. Confirmation of the Negro Collector of Customs 
at New Orleans and the hospital appointments of the Treas· 

1 For a discussion ot discrimination against aliens in employment at 
public works see William M. Leiserson, op. mt., p. 251 at .eq. 
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ury for Tuskegee are cases in point. Of race discriminations 
in the civil service the following illustrations give a picture: 

71. About three years ago, the post office of a California 
city, according to its custom, had advertised that the Civil 
Service examinations for employees in the office would be held 
at a certain time. Two colored girls passed with the highest 
marks for the particular positions that were vacant. They 
wcre called into the office and told by the postmaster, with 
expressions of his profound regret, that they must step aside 
and allow white women to take the positions although they had 
every right to them. He told them that if they insisted on 
their right, everyone would leave the employment of the 
post office; and that he could not have the whole of his office 
personnel disorganized by injecting colored girls into their 
midst. He admitted that there were a number of colored mail 
carriers in the city, but argued that the case was different. 
He put it up to the girls to say how, in view of the situation, 
he could possibly act differently. 

Is race a tJalid consideration in judging of the competency 
o! a person for public office' Was the California postmaster 
right in ass1lming th"t the appointment of colored girls would 
diMroanize the office force' What is the difference he had in 
mind between office workers and mail carriers' 

72. W. A., an educated and gentlemanly colored man, reo 
t!lrned from serving in France" to help make the world safe 
for. democracy," to his home in a northern state. He took a 
civil service examination for a position in the customs ser
vice and was notified by mail that he stood first on the list of 
candidatcs, with a grade of 98.5 per cent. When he went to 
the omre to see about his appointment, the woman' in charge 
was dumfounded to discover that he was a colored man. "I 
didn't suppose that would make any difference," said Mr. A . 
.. I II this case it does," said the woman. "The position puts 
one in charge of ten white women." 

The position was given to a white man who rated 75 per 
.'ent on the examination. 
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W 08 it possible, in the circumstanc<!$ related ill this exam
ple, strictly to foUow civil .... vice ruks even if this would have 
put a Negro man in authority over white girls' What would 
be the probable remit of such an action' 

73. A controversy arose, some time in 1921, in a Pennsyl
varna city when the park director refused to obey an instruc
tion of the council to discharge employees of foreign birth 
so that their jobs might be given to American-born taxpayers. 
He was upheld in that refusal by many leading citizens, in
cluding the director of the local Bureau of Americanization, 
who said: "Those who seek to divide our residents into jealous 
camps are enemies of true Americanism. Only the refining 
fire of intelligent patriotic influences can fuse the polyglot 
elements of our population into true, comprehending and, 
hence, loyal American citizens." He also referred to a de
mand that the foreign-language newspapers of the city be ex
cluded from the award of city advertising. Both the Polish 
and tbe German papers, he said, had responded to every call 
made to them by city, state and nation.' 

Why do many citizens object to the appointment of those ·of 
foreign bjrt~ven though "<!aturalized--to public· services1 
Does such an attitude also exist .11 the face of appointment of 
p ... sons from oth ... states' From other counties in the iame 
.tatel Is there any relation between such opposition and that 
to the giving alit of adv ... tising contracts to toreign-languag, 
newspapers' To newspapers published in other cities! What 
conception of pltblic .... vict and public busine$! underlies 
such attitudes! 

74. A colored girl in a large eastern city graduated from 
high school and passed her examination for library work. 
The head librarian, pleased with her credentials, invited her 
to an interview prior to employment in the city's public li
brary system, but when he discoyered that she was colored, 
refused to employ her-this in spite of the fact that the city 
was already employing one colored librarian who gaye com-

• Tho Surv.,. for Ju17 16, 192L 
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plete satisfaction and that he admitted that the girl was capa
ble of filling the vacant post' 

Later this girl tried the telephone company_ The employ
ment manager here told her that they would not under any 
circumstances employ a colored girl even if she came, as this 
girl evidently did, from a cultured home_ Then she added: 
.. Why don't you go into domestic service'" Inquiry at the 
telephone company's office by a white outsider confirmed the 
existence of this rule. He was told that the company was look
ing after the girls in its employment in such exceptional ways 
that they were absolutely safe, and that this was not possible 
without a policy of selection. Practically all the girls are from 
Dative American homcs; and this fact, together with a good 
deal of snobbery in other forms, has been the company's prin
cipal means for years of attracting a labor supply from homes 
whose daughters usually engage in less mechanical and better 
paid employments. 

The girl then took a civil service examination and was em
ployed in the county clerk's office. Though this public officer 
and others are not supposed to have any option in the matter, 
it is currently believed that the admission of a certain pro
portion of colored employees under civil service rules in the 
city in qucstion is not unconnected with the increasing volume 
of the Negro vote and political influence. 

I~ow do !IOU explain the difference in the attitude of the li
brarian and thaI of the county clerk to the appmnlment of a 
colored girl' Compare your answer with the suggesli01l 
made i1l the last sentence by the writer of the story. 

75. A certain city in the Middle West is known for the bit
torness with which the old antagonism between Poles and Jews 

I Cornpnre thil!l iDrident with the following quotation from a paper 
f(lllld by Eroeatine ROlli belore the American Library A81ociatioD ill 
19:!S: 

That ineident in New York whieh Beem. to me the most siguifteant 
i~ the aO(loptant'tI by OUf Library School of a colored applioant on pre
N8el,. the aama terma u the wbite. • . • 

Another abort atop to,.,.rd. racial adjuatment in the library _heD 
two br8n~he8 made an exchange in uaiatanta, a Negro worker going 
to a larjlG library in • thiekl:r populated white neigbborbood and one 
ot Ule white worken eoming lD exehange to the braneh libraJ7 which 
¥"'f\"ea New York', greatest oolored population. 
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finds occasional expression. The Board of Health officer who 
is a Pole has been charged in the press with giving any Polish 
woman who applies for it a license to practice midwifery, 
provided she can pay the fee, whether she is qualified by train
ing or not. A Jewish woman who had resided in the city for 
years and was known as a person of fine qualities went to 
Chicago to study midwifery and returned to practice. She 
took the examinatiou in another city of the state and was 
issued her license within twenty-four hours. But as she was 
going to practice in her home city, she applied for a license 
to the health officer already mentioned, passed the examina
tion but was kept waiting for her license seven weeks. 

Several requests were made by her and on her behalf to 
have him issue the license; but he found ever new reasons for 
delay. Although he knew that the woman had been a resident 
of the city for many years, he told her some one would have 
to certify that she had lived there for a certain number of 
years. A social worker and a physician testified that they had 
known her as a resident for four years. She was then told 
she needed one more witness. She secured him and was then 
told a fourth was needed whom she also secured. 'Vhen the 
four certificates were presented, the health officer asked for the 
woman's citizenship papers and thus was able to prolong the 
delay still further. This officer is known for his political ac· 
tivity; he is a member of an organization of Poles which 
makes it its special obje~t to boycott Jews in business. 

76. In the Public Welfare Department of the city of F. it 
is customary when visitors are on vacation or leave of absence 
to replace them temporarily" by one of their colleagues who 
for the time becomes responsible for their section. As an 
experiment, the supervisor appointed a colored girl who had 
been very intelligent in handling the cases arising in the 
Negro section of the city to take the place of the Polish vis
itor when she was absent because of illness. 

At first, when in her Ford car she drove up at some house 
in the Polish district, people stood around and gaped at her. 
She soon made friends with the aid of a Polish interpreter, 
and before long many people became friendly toward her. To 
what extent this attitude was influenced by the supposed power 
of the visitor to bestow benefits cannot, of course, be traced. 
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However, she was received with equal courtesy when visiting 
employers, landlords, relatives and others in the interest of 
her cases. After a while, poor people who had seen her go 
around spoke to her on the street and took it for granted 
that she would be interested in their troubles, seemingly un
conscious of their difference in color. 

Though difficulties had been anticipated, these did not mate
rialize. After a week, the strangeness of the colored woman's 
appearance in the district wore off. One thing which amused 
her-because at that time the papers were full of the protest 
made in New York against a scene in a play by 0 'Neill in 
which a white woman kisses the band of a colored man, lead
ing to the temporary abandonment of the production-was 
the fact that frequently the older Polish men, according to 
the custom of their old country, would kiss her hand in token 
of their gratitude. 

Was the temporary appointment of a colored official to 
duty in a white district a daring experiment' Is such a thing 
pos .• ible in every community' What would have been said if, 
for any reason, the visitor had failed or been less effective 
than hrr predecessor' 

Lct us now recapitulate our major findings: 
Is the American systcm of government based upon the prin

riple of absolllte equality as between different races' What 
is YOllr aut/writy' lI'ould a complete practical application 
of such a principle be possible' What, if it is not, might 
make it possible' 

Is eqllality before the law, as is sometimes claimed, an 
actlla! arhiwrment ill America' If not, what stands in its 
,,'ay' Are the aampl .. given above of seemingly unequal 
treatment brfore the law represelltative of the admillistration 
of justice throughout the COllntry' 

Compare the attitlldrs of the publio officials described in 
this chaptcr. Are they inflllenced by attitudes to race' Are 
Iheir attitudes typical of American public opinion' Have 
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them into being' Are they likely to change' If so, what is 
likely to change them' 

Is "trial by newspaper" a reality in Americaf If so, is 
it always in favor of the dominant racial group' What part 
do ignorance, misunderstandings, "feelings" with regard to 
the appearance, customs, habits and ideals of other racial 
groups play in the influences exerted by public opinion on 
courts and public officials' 

18 it an accepted tradition or ruling that courts and public 
officials should know something about the racial groups with 
which they deal' 

Are some racial groups more likely than others ~o commit 
certain types of crime' If so, why' Do differences in the 
attitude of different racial groups toward society render an 
equal administration of justice impossible' Would an equal 
{ine or an equal term of imprisonment mean equal punish
ment; i. e., is the suffering inflicted the same for members of 
groups with varying degrees of social responsibility' 

Is the desire to take part in the public life by voting a self
ish one' Would it be unsafe for this country to entrust .more 
of the power of government, and especially of the national 
defense, to racial groups that have had no share in establish
ing its national ideals' 

Can a colored librarian in a white neighborhood be expected 
to give as good service as a white' Is the efficiency of a 
public officer independent of the popular attitude toward 
his race' Would your efficiellcy be as great if you were work
ing as a public office .. with a group different in race, customs 
and ideals as it would be if you worked with people whose 
ways are familia .. to you' 



CHAPTER IV 

Economic Handicaps 
See 1Iote 011 top of page 1 

In certain circles, and not only among Marxian socialists, it 
has become customary to attribute all race friction to economic 
motives. The world is visualized as a seething caldron of 
competing groups, throwing up first this, then that race to 
dominate, then to disappear again as a more virile stock pos
seSSCB itself of wealth and power. Within that larger strife 
they visualize multitudes of smaller rivalries-each enmity 
born out of a struggle for bread; each taboo against foreigners 
acquired by tbe habit of economic self-defense; each oppres
sion of a minority group or a weaker race motivated by a 
desire for gain. Those who have followed the discussion so 
far will hardly aceept so simple and all-embracing an explana
tion for race antagonism. Nevertheless, it will be interesting 
to examine in some detail more especially that field of race 
discrimination in which economic motives are most likely to 
be found, namely, the vocational. 

Political inequality and vocational inequality are often 
linked togcther. Where a· racial group is disfranchised and 
does not enjoy the same protection of the law as other groups, 
the essential conditions for fairness in the economic dealings 
bctween tbe races do not exist. On tbe other hand, it need 
hardly be demonstrated that political equality does not neces
sarily ensure economic equality, nor even equal vocation op
portunity.' We have already seen how even in public em-

• The Negro etudent ot law, the universit.y graduate, too otten ia 
fr{'o to voto iu the same booth with the wbite man, but must leek 
flmploynumt 01 a Pullman porter. (Herbert J. Seligruann, The Negro 
}o'I),('t'8 Amer\ea. Uarper" Brothers, 1920, p. 21.) 
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ployment and in public licensing for the exercise of occupa
tions, where the public interest rather than economic compe
tition is supposed to be the dominant motive, race differences 
affect policy and action. 

Employment 
Our first group of examples illustrates the obstacles faced 

by members of the less favored races in securing jobs adapted 
to their capacity. 

77. A young man who had given four years of satisfactory 
service as an elevator tender in a New England city lost his job 
through a disagreement with his employer. He walked the 
streets for two weeks in search of steady employment, without 
success. Then he went to an officer of a church institution 
who knew him and asked for his help in finding a job. 

A day or two later this gentleman found in the want col
umn of one of the daily papers an advertisement for a team
ster with the name and address of a well known local steam 
laundry. He immediately inquired whether the place was still 
open. On learning that the young man was connected with 
one of the city churches, that he was honest, reliable, indus, 
trious, temperate and physically strong, the manager on the 
telephone said: "Please send him in, we shall be glad to ·talk 
with him." "But suppose you find when you see him that 
he is a NegroT" "OJi, Is that soT Well, I am sorry, but 1 
fear we could not employ him." "Why notf" "Well, er-' 
er-er-we couldn't put a colored man on our team, for our 
customers would kick and we' should lose trade. I am sorry, 
but it would be useless for him to come in. Good-by." 

Three days later, the same want column had an advertise
ment from a well-known grocery firm which enjoys a good 
share of Negro patronage, asking for a "man to drive grocery 
team and do porter's work about the store." The following 
conversation took place over the telephone: "Is this Mr. 
--7" "Yep." "1 notice that you advertise in this morn
ing '8 paper for a man to drive your team and do porter '8 

work about your store." "Yep." "Is the place still open!" 
"Yep." "I am the pastor of one of the city churches and 
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have in my parish a young man who wants work and who 
is prepared to fill the plaee satisfaetorily, I think. I shall he 
glad to send him with a written testimonial." "We shall be 
glad to have you send him. Could he come this morningT" 
"He can and he will do so. It may not be necessary, but per
haps I ought to tell you before he comes that he is a Negro." 
" A Negro I Well, I'm sorry, but it would be useless for him 
to apply." "Why soT" "Well, personally I have no objee
tions, but I fear it would injure my trade." "But he is polite 
and accommodating, and there is nothing in his personal ap
pearance that could be the occasion of offense except it be the 
mere fact of his color. Will you not allow him to come and 
tulk with himT" "r am sorry, but it would simply be a 
waste of his time. We eould not employ him. Good-by, sir." 

78. A young woman, a graduate of the commercial depart
ment of the high school in a large New England city, took an 
additional post·graduate course in shorthand and typewriting. 
She is a native of the city and a member of one of its most re
spected colored fumilics. Shortly after her graduation, she 
applied, in response to an advertisement in a local paper, for 
omee work with 11 large commercial corporation and received 
from one of thc department heads a request to call in person 
ns soon us possible. She was directed to a room where scores 
of young women were engaged in work similar to that for 
wh;;,h she hud applied. ncr appearance in this room created 
"vi(lt'nt surprise and excited a ripple of snbdued laughter. 
'I'h" surprise of thc ~·oung women wos exceeded by that of 
th('ir chief wlll'll she 1(,llrncd thot this Negro girl was the one 
whom she had invited enr 1\ conference regarding work. But 
in spite of thnt illvitntioll tbe caller was told that the place 
bad beell filled. 

Two montb. luter, there appeared in 8 local paper an adver· 
tisement b)' the sume compan)' for a woman to do clerical 
work, but this time in another department. Again the colored 
girl wrote her appli('lItioll and mailed it at once to the head 
of the department. On this occasion she gave her residence 
h'lephone number as well 8S the street address. On the fol
lowing dll)' she hud a tei('phone n""age from the department 
hell(\ who, after asking n few questions, requested her to call 
null ~('e him next morning. 
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At the designated hour she appeared at his desk. After 
questioning her as to her fitness, he found himself unable to 
give a decisive answer, but assured her that. he would give 
her application serious consideration shortly. While the deci
sion was pending, it occurred to the young woman that a good 
word spoken in her behalf by some one whose influence might 
have weight would not be amiss at this juncture. She accord
ingly sought and secured the intercession of two such persons. 
One of these went so far as to lay her case before the vice
president of the company, who is reputed to be a man of gen
erous impulses and a firm believer in "a square deal." Having 
listened attentively to the facts, this official promised to inves
tigate the matter and see what could be done. He did so, and 
within a week the intercessor received from him a letter in 
which he said: "I have talked with 11k -- in regard to the 
employment of the young woman you spoke to me about and 
find that while his sympathy is in favor of doing so, ~'et on 
conferring with his employees, he is convinced that the exi
gencies of the service will not allow him to act as he really 
wishes to act. We all regret the circumstances very much." 
And with this the incident closed. 

Her next experience was with a publishing house whose ad
vertisement in a local paper she answered after the manner 
already described. The manager of the firm replied, asking 
her to call the following mor~ing. When the applicant went 
to the house and, following directions, ascended the long stair
way to a room above, she again found herself in the preSence 
of scores of young women of the more favored race, and with 
exactly the same humiliating experience as before. But on 
this occasion her feelings suffered even more, for among the 
young women who ridiculed her presumption were those who 
had been her classmates in the high school. In the business 
manager of this company, who soon faced her, she met with 
an honesty which had been sadly lacking in all the others to 
whom she had applied_ He frankly told her that he could not 
consider her application on account of her color. 

Not quite- hopeless, but thoroughly discouraged, she now 
abandoned the search for clerical work-the kind for which 
she had spent four years in special preparation-and rather 
than accept the alternative of leaving home, decided to see 
what the chances were in other Jines of employment outside of 
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domesti~ service. She then applied for work in a large depart
ment store where her name was filed away for future refer
ence; in a coufectionery manufactory in the office window of 
which was the conspicuous placard, "Girls Wanted," but 
where she was told that only girls experienced in the manufac
ture of candy could be employed; and then in a dozen other 
ploces where help was "wanted "-in each and every instance 
to be turned away. 

Rimilnr handicaps are also suffcred by foreign-born wage
earners : 

79. The following evidence of the feeling of many foreign
born that they are discriminated against in the assignment of 
jobs comes from the investigators' notebooks in the Inter
church World Movement inquiry into the steel strike of 1919: 

III. U., a Czech, feels that he is discriminated against because 
he is a hunky. Several times when he has asked for promotion 
he hos been told that the good jobs are not for huokies. He 
feels thnt the clean, decent jobs are for Americans only. This 
mnn had been in this country eight years and waa married, but 
"never could find time to tuke out citizenship papers since he 
would have to go on a week day to Pittsburgh, which would 
meun thnt he would have to pay the wages of his two witnesses 
and lose his own." "1,ile he was out on strike he would have 
tuken out papers, but he understood from the newspapers that 
the strikers were not granted citizenship. 

A. T., a Czech, worked during the war as a millwright but 
had been demoted since and feels that he is discriminated 
against because he is a hunky. 

P. Y., a Lithuanian, six years a citizen, declares that while 
wages are insufficient, bis chief grievance is discrimination and 
contempt. The foreigncrs are given the dirtiest and hardest 
johs and are lorded over by the skilled AmeriCAn workers. 
lIe is always told to wait by the foreman when he asks for a 
bcth'r job, although his hands are maimed because of the 
hard work which he must do. In the meantime young Ameri
<llIlS who have worked in the mills only a short time are 
promoted over him to the better jobs. 

W. S., Ru""inn-Pole, although he waa in the arm~', feels 
that he is now being discriminated against and is very bitter 
about it. He suys that the Americans call bim a .. foreigner." 
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He was unable to get his old work back when he came out or 
the Army, but finally after getting to the superintendent with 
his complaint he did receive back his old place. 

K., a Pole, says that the foreigners get the hardest and most 
unpleasant jobs and are always discriminated against. It 
makes no difference about the foreigner's ability or whether 
he speaks English; he is looked down upon and considered fit 
only for jobs Americans won't take. Says he has a younger 
brother, born in this country, who had a knack for learning 
and was sent to the high school up on the hill in the American 
section. But the other children would not play with him be
cause he was a hunky. Now he is at work in the mills.' 

80. Not long ago a young };[exican of good family, accom
panied by a social work"r, went to an employment oftice in 
San Francisco to seek work. The man in charge of the bureau 
inquired as to the applicant '8 nationality and on learning that 
he was a Mexioan replied that there was no work to be had. 

Later on, the Mexican youth, still in great need of work, 
returned to the same office to fill an application form. When 
asked for his nationality he said that he was Spanish from 
Argentina, whereupon his application was duly entered with
ant the slightest objection. 

81. In a city with many thousand Poles and Germans, a. 
high-grade place of entertainm.ent advertised for girl. ushers. 
A Polish girl, graduate of a high school and of attractive ap
pearance, applied in person. "What is your name'" the 
manager asked. "Maria Wasilewska," she answered. The 
manager, a German Jew, when he heard her name, remarked. 
"We do not employ Poles." . 

Three months later, the same concern again advertised for 
ushers. lfaria again called to apply for this position, but 
this time gave her name as Mary Brown and was employed 
at once. In a short time she became overseer with the privi
lege of herself employing girls. One day she betrayed her 
nationality. The manager was surprised. But since she, with 
other Polish girls she had engaged, was fulfilling her function 
to the complete satisfaction of the employer and of the audi-

1 Report on the Steel Strike of 1919. Commission of Inquiry, Inter
church World Movement. Harcourt. Brace & Co., 1920, p. 138. 



Economic Handicaps 81 

ence, the matter was not further discussed; and one more citi
zen had been weaned from a race prejudice traditional with 
his own people. 

Why are Negroes often permitied to work on certain pro
cesse .• and not on others' Do you know of plants where whites 
and N cgroes work on the Bame jobs-or jobs requiring the 
same degree of skill' Are Czechs in the same class with N e
groes in the general opinion of industrial employers' Why 
did immigrants find themselves discriminated against in the 
steel industry in the matler of promotions" Why did the San 
Ji'rancisco employment office discriminate against Mexicans but 
not against Soulh Americans' Why did the theater manager 
not want a Polish usher in hi8 employment' 

Consider this evidence: 
In St. LouiR n munugcr told me, "Give us Greeks every 

tillle"; but in Moline another said: "No Greek can get work 
in this plnnt." There are two plants in a city in Ohio, the 
one making rubber goods and the other cloth. In the former, 
Italians largely make up the labor force; in the latter not an 
Italian is to be found. The manager of the rubber works 
said: "The Itnlinns nre good workers." The one in the cloth 
works said: "No Itulians for me--I can't trust them and 
won 't have them. II. 

l\' cre all these employers and employment officers acting 
from pM'sonal e:rpcrience with the different races and nation
alities' Were the moli"cs of their policies those of economic 
self.inlcrcst pure and simple' Would the employers in your 
conllnllllily agrr. as to u'hich racrs are desirable as employees 
and u'hich are not' What difference, if any, i8 there in the 
altitudrs of pri.'ale and those of public employers' [See 
e:ramplcs Nos. 71.76.] 

Conditions of Work 
Not only in work opportunities but also in the terms lind 

"on,\ition. (l1T,'red the workers of different races are there im
portant variations. 

1 R('('!('Int ff'lporta indi('at.e that immigrants are promoted to responsible 
wnrlr. in the ateol industry to a mu('h larger extent thaD five yean ago. 
('nn you ofror a like)y explanation' 

I Petor Roberta, The Now Immigration. Macmillan Co., 1912, p. 71. 
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82. The manager of a large lithographing establishment, 
that was greatly in need of labor, stated that the initial wage 
was $10 a week. But the colored girls who applied for posi
tions there were offered $7. When the employer was ques
tioned concerning the discrepancy in wages he stated that that 
was the wage paid to white girls and he really was not aware 
of the amount paid to colored girls, although in one depart
ment they were doing the same work. He said he was ready 
to assure any colored girl that her wages would be rapidly in
creased if she showed a willingness to stay. And yet one of 
his colored girls interviewed started at $7 a week and did not 
receive a raise until three months later, and then she had to 
ask for it; another worked five months before her wage was 
increased to $9. A white girl who started at $10 was given 
a raise of $1 after two weeks. 

Colored girls had worked for months .!lit assistants to 
the pressfeeders, bnt when a vacancy came as pressfeeder, a 
white girl who had been there only a few weeks was given the 
job. The employer apparently did not realize that there might 
be any connection hetween this and the exceedingly high turn· 
over among his colored labor, and the continual friction be
tween the white and colored in his shop.' 

83. I asked a leading physician friend in whose home I was 
staying where the maid in his house lived. He said she had a 
nice room over the garage. When asked where his chauffeur 
lived he said he also had a roO!" over the garage. Oile stair-· 
way led to these two rooms, where an unmarried girl and an 
unmarried man .}illed side by side. The doctor admitted· he 
would not allow a white girl to live under similar conditions, 
but said it had never occurred to him that there was anything 
wrong ahout it for the colored· girl.' . 

I Colored Women 88 Industrial Workers in Philadelphia. Conso.m.ers' 
League, Eastern Pennsylvnwa, 1920, P. 39. 

For infonnation eoneerning differentiation of wages p::Lid white an~ 
eolored workers see W. D. Weatherford, 0,. cit., p. 248, and George E. 
Haynes, The Negro at Work During the World War and During Be
eonstruetion. U. S. Department of Labor, 1920. For the most recent 
findings as regards women waTters see the bulletins at the U. 8. 
Women'l Bureau dealing with industrial workers in vari01l8 states. 

I W. D. Weatherford, Ope cit .. p. 257. 
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Discrimination in working conditions also enters public em· 
ployment under civil service rules, as illustrated by the fol· 
lowing recent protest: 

84. According to a resolution recently passed by the Organ. 
ization of Teachers of Colored Children of the State of New 
Jcrsey, Negro teachers in the counties of Salem, Cape May, 
Cumberland, and Monmouth are in many cases receiving from 
$100 to $200 less annually than white teachers. This differ· 
ence, it was claimed, was based on racial grounds only and not 
on consideration of the teacher's worth. The resolution voiced 
thc opinion that this salary preference was breaking down the 
morule of the teaching force and attracted an inferior grade 
of teacher to the colored schools, thus denying the children in 
these schools equal educational opportunities.' 

Are wages regulated by the" law of demand and supply'" 
Is there a se.parate labor market for white and colored, for 
"atit'e and foreign.born' How has it come about that Negro 
alld immigrant workers are offered less favorable conditions of 
work than native or as .• imilated white workers' Why do they 
accept lower wages' Do foreign. born laborers not expect as 
,nuch as white native work.rs,ean they live on less' 

Are foremen and other bosses less considerate in the treat· 
ment of foreign-born workers' Would there be equal indus· 
trial opportunities for Negroes and for immigrants if they 
lI'ere regarded as equally compete"t' 

Are thN'e any ;"dustries in your community in which white 
and colored workers are employed on similar processes' Or 
"atit.es and immigrants' Are the wages a"d working condi· 
tions tI.e same' If they are different, can you discover the 
rauses' 110w is the payment of differential wages to differe"t 
rarra iustified by the employers' By public opinion' What 
is t1.e effect Oil standards of living! On the mutual respect 
of the racial groups concerned' 

Are Negroes or immigrants i1l public employme .. t in your 
ro"""ullit!! treated exaclly like tlative whites' Does public 
Opillioll d .. na1ld equal treatment for those employed upon 
tqllal work by the taxpa!!ers' 

I N(.'IW lork Tim881 tor February 11, 192-4. 



84 And Who Is My N~hbor' 

Does any organization with which you are connected employ 
Negroes' I",migrants! Are the working conditions the same 
/U those current for native lI:hite u'orkers doing sim,1ar work' 

Is it necessary for an individual Employer to comply with 
current standards in these respects even when he consider. 
them unfair' Whot is the nature of the pressure upon him' 

In Business and the Professions 

Somewhat different from the discriminations so far con
sidered are those of which members of the professions and busi
ness men are the victims. 

85. A colored doctor of medicine in New Orleans told me 
the case of a friend of his born in a town on the banks of the 
:MississippL He left home for college, was graduated, and re
turned a qnalitied medical man. He opened practice in his 
native town, his clients being those of his own race, as custom 
would not allow him to treat white patients, although the white 
practitioners had no scruple in treating Negroes. He heard 
rumors of trouble which culminated in his receiving from the 
practicing medical men of the town notice to quit. He was 
given to understand he would leave the town without a stain 
on his character-they had nothing against him personally, 
but they would not have a Negro doctor in the place. H:e 
had no alternative but to go and seek to make a living else
where. '. '. 

Another medical man practicing in a large town told me that 
he began his career in a country district and would have been 
glad to have remained' there (it was his bome); but it bad 
been made clear to him that it was not safe for him to re-' 
main, and he abandoned his p'ractice and came into the city.' 

86_ Not long ago, a colored man was graduated from a good 
engineering school Just before commencement the school re
eeived a letter from a large corporation asking for five of their 
graduates and guaranteeing them positions at $3.500 per an
num and a chance for promotion if they made good. Among 

• Mauri .. S. Evans, :alack and White in the Southern States. Long· 
........, Green " Co, 1915, P. 16L 
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the five men sent to them was the Negro. Following com
mencement they reported at the office of the corporation. The 
colored man was the first to be shown into the private office 
of the president, who looked at him for a minute without say
in~ a word and then asked, "Are you Mr. Jones!" "Yes." 
"Wcll--er--just wait a few minutes." 

The president left the room and after a while returned and 
said, .. Come back in the morning and we will give you work. 
Good morning." 

The next day Jones returned. The president was all apolo
gies, but they had found that they had room for only four 
men. If they needed more they would let him know without 
fllil, and so forth-the same old story. Jones never heard 
from the corporation again. 

lV as the employer on the face of it prejudiced against the 
employment of a Negro i1l a technical position' What con
sideratiolls may have weighed with /tim' 

87. A sociul agency of high standing employed a young 
man of education and culture who had immi~r"ted from Rus
sia only the year before. lIe hnd ~raduated from the Univer
sity of Petrograd, spol'e French, Russian, German and Polish 
fluently lind considered himself a Polish citizen. 

A yellr later he was advanced to the position of supervisor 
over the seven or eight field or ease workers in the agency. 
lIe served well in this position which hud been assigned to him 
purely on the ground of his particular qualifications, in which 
WIIS included his personality as well as his knowledge and 
cXllcutive skill. 

nut his En~lish acccnt was un-American, and some of the 
workers in other social a~encies in the city were irritated by 
it. Some· were jealous of the ad\'lIncement of an immigrant 
to nn executive position. The result WIIS that complaints were 
received from the outside which interfered with the smooth 
cooperation of the v.rious u~encies which is a requisite of their 
highest efficiency. The young Pole held the position of super
visor for 8 year only. 

lYoltld the Pol. have beell ",orB a<'CeptablB if he had spokell 
perfecl EllglisH Do you how allY foreign-born in i",por
tallt rrrrl/ti,·. positiolls' Do tlley suffer from any special 
bralld of jf<llol/syf 
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88. The dentists of an eastern state held a convention in a 
large city. .A few days before the convention met, the colored 
dentists of the city received word from their professional 
brethren that they migbt attend the convention provided they 
nsed the fire escape at the rear of the building and sat in seats 
that would be reserved for them. 

89 . .A young Jew, after graduation from a medical school, 
went to train in a hospital which had a reputation of being 
by tradition·anti-semitic. Those around him, according to his 
account, banded together to make life miserable for him, and 
those in authority did nothing to help him or to change the sit
uation. One day when he was out, some of the internes went to 
his room, stuffed the cracks and keyholes and lighted a sul
phur candle, a symbol. of their feeling that he was not clean 
enough to associate with them, and that he was undesirable. 
He was not permitted to attend any of the social fnnctions, or 
ever invited to take part in any of the voluntary activities in 
the hospital. When the superintendent was asked why he al
lowed these conditions to prevail, he said he was powerless to 
improve them. 

After some of the young interne's belongings had been taken 
away and he had been subjected to several insults, he had a 
lengthy discussion with the Board of Managers, who advised 
him to leave the hospital and go to a place where he could ad
jnst himself better. But the references given him were so 
unsatisfactory that he failed to gain admission to any of the 
institutions where he applied. After several futile· attempts, 
he gave up the idea and secured work as a salesman in a cloth
ing shop. He no longer intends to finish his training beeausE 
he reels that circums~n~es are absolutely against him. 

Are the conditions here portrayed typical' Was the young 
interne especially sensitive I . Is that characteristic of educated 
Jews' Were "circumstances absolutely against himl" Do 
you know of cases where similar circumstances have been over
come' By Jews! By Negroes! Compare your replies with 
the following suggestions of the reporter of thi$ incident: 

One who knows this man says that he is likely to get on well 
in his new field because he no longer has the ambition to prac
tice medicine and is happy among people of his own race; 
that this man, always conscions of his J ewishness, probably 
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would have finished his training if he had started out at a Jew· 
ish hospital and thus would have made a larger contribntion 
to society. 

What attitudes lie behind the unwillingness to permit N ,. 
(lroes to exercise a professwn' Behind the objections to for
eign-born colleagues in the professions' Behind the difficul
ties put in the way 01 Negro business men' Are persona! 
characteristics which they share with their race involved' Is 
there in the public mind an association of race with socia! 
status which prejudices attitudes in particular instances' 

Have foreign-born teacher. less influence with students' 
Foreign·born lawyers with courts' Foreign-born socia! work
ers with clients' Explain any differences you may have ob
served. 

lIave you any personal acquaintance with foreign-born 
professional people, such as teachers, doctors, social workers 
or ministers' Are they different to your mind from others
as a group' Is your attitude toward them different from 
that toward nati .. , profes .• ional people' If so, is it differtnt 
also as between thos, of them who belong to different racio.! 
or natjOllal groups' 

Are there any institut·ions Or agencies in your community 
tltat have a reputation for being anti-semitic or prejudiced 
against som8 other race' What is the origin or explanation 
of such rtplltatwn' It. effect, 

Conllicting Interests 

'We have so far considered occupational discriminations 
frolll the point of view of general attitudes and practices and 
the stute of public opinion that may be involved. But as a 
mlltter of fact, a number of different, even contlicting inter
ests are concerned in tbe treatment of colored or foreign-born 
workers in the industrial life of America. The employers' 
interests in the assignment of jobs to different groups and the 
working conditions offered them are not the same as those of 
orgllllized lnbor; and the interests of the pnblic, as expressed 
through lllbor legislation, may be in contlict with both of them. 
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Let us look at all three of these major divisions of interest 
in turn. First, as to labor policy in regard to race on the 
part of employers: 

EMPLOYMENT POLICIES 

90. While talking to the superintendent of a large ore dock 
011 Lake Erie, I asked him: "How do you get along with the 
half dozen peoples of- different tongues; do you keep them 
separate'" "No, sir," was his reply: "I mix them up. I 
get better results. Put six of the same people together, and 
you won't get the work out of them." 

The superintendent of a rubber plant in Connecticut found 
that one of the departments of the mill had fallen into the 
hands of Italians; men of other nationalities were in the plant, 
but not one of them could enter that department. Trouble 
came which threatened to demoralize the whole plant, and be
fore the management could break up the combination that 
caused the mischief, it was necessary to double the number 
of hands in the affected department and drive out the coterie.' 

91. A certain Ohio city is said to have suffered a decided 
increase in race prejudice since the advent of the Ku Klux 
Klan. And it is alleged that the major industries of this city 
are taking advantage of this feeling to keep the workers di
vided. This has been found so effective that the method of 
segregation has been applied to processes upon which previ
ously native American and- foreigIj-bom workers of several 
nationalities had been jointly engaged, with the result that 
organization of the workers, especially of the unskilled, has 
practically been wiped out. 

In illustration of this condition which is general talk among 
the workers, one employed at the largest of these plants writes: 
"The foreman came aIjd. placed me at another job that was 
identical with the one at which I had been working. He made 
no explanation other than to say that he thought I would like 
this work better. After working for a while, my curiosity 
got the better of me and I inquired of the supervisor why I 
had been moved. He replied, 'We are going to keep the white 
men on this side of the shop and the hunkies on the other.' " 

·1 Peter Roberta, The New Immigration. MaemjJJaD Co., 1912, p. 75. 
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92. In a certain clothing factory in New York the chief 
operator, who was a "Nordic" Protestant, tried his utmost to 
prevent the workers from joining the union. Most of them 
were girls, about one-balf of them from Italian and one-half 
from Jewish homes. When the organizers of the union threat
ened to make headway among the girls, the chief operator 
quietly talked to some of the leaders among the Italians and 
said to them: "Surely you aren't going to let that anti-reli
gious union dictate to you what you are going to do I" To the 
Jewish girls he said: "I am surprised that you don't see what 
is behind this movement. Don't you know that the A. F. of 
L., with which this union is affiliated, is an out-and-out Irish 
Catholic organization, run for the benefit of the Irish T" To 
which one of the girls quietly replied: "Really I I had no 
idea Sammy Gompers was an Irish Catholic." After which 
remark, and the giggles which followed it, the anti-unionist 
had to pursue other tactics. 

93. The employment manager of a large engineering plant 
in the Middle West said to an interviewer: 

"It is true, our war experience with Negro laborers haa 
satisfied us that their employment in certain shops is very ad
vantageous. Of course, we do not employ as many of them 
now aa we did during the critical years of labor shortage; 

. but still there are several hundred of them distributed over 
the plant. 

"When we began to employ these colored men in consider
able numbers, we followed the customary policy of segregating 
them so far aa it was possible from the whites. It was not 
practicable at the time to construct separate dining halls and 
recreation rooms for them. So, to avoid any possible friction, 
we put up a wooden partition and divided the arrangements, 
so that the Negroes could be served on one side and the white 
workers on the other. 

e e You may imagine our surprise when on one of the first days 
some of the white fellows had pulled down the partition and 
were sitting down indiscriminately with the colored men at 
the same tables. With the division, the service waa not aa 
Il'ood aa it had been, and somehow the white men had got it 
into t.heir heads that the Negroes were given preference. They 
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were more desirous of quick service than of keeping themselves 
apart." 

Is there a consistent labor policy on the part of employers 
toward Negroes' Toward foreign-born! [See also eumples 
Nos. 74, 77, 78, 81.] What are the major charges that have 
been brought against emplO1Jers' To what extent aro they 
borne out by these eumples' 

Are employers influenced in their policy by what they think 
the attitude of their emplqyees i3 likely to be to those of al>
other raee' Are they always or usually correct in their as
S1Jmptiqnst Is the position in this matter of the foremen the 
same as that of the firm itself' Before replying to the last 
questiqn, consider the foUowi'l{J two i"stances: 

94. The superintendent of a tannery with 175 Negroes out 
of a total of 600 employees notified his foremen that he in
tended to use Negro labor, and that any foreman who felt that 
he could not teach colored workers would have to yield his 
place to some one who could. Frequent lectures to foremen 
were necessary to make them realize that fairness to Negro 
labor meant tolerance of a beginner's awkwardness and short
comings and refraining from the use of insulting terms, such 
as "nigger." 

Another company reported that when it attempted to fill 
skilled positions with Negroes the foremen said they wonld 
never be able to teach them as long as they lived. "It conldn't 
be done." The foremen were told they had to do it, and they 
now agree that it ean be done and are" quite won over to the 
point of emplo~ing Negroes. ... " 

The superintendent of a . foundry employing 2,300 men,' of 
whom 427 are Negroes, said: "The foremen told me one time 
that they never could get a colored man to grind beea'use he 
was afraid of the wheel. I thought we'd better try ant a few 
of them. We fonnd that it was not the fact at all One of 
the best grinders we now have is a colored man. " • . 

95. In the time when the jobs were scarce and lots of men 
were walking the streets in search for employment there were 
several large apartment houses in the process of construction 
in Long Island City not far from where I lived. Several times 

I Chieago Com.mi.asiOD. OD Baee BelatiODS, op. cit .. p. 377. 
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I went over and asked the foreman whether they needed any 
carpenters and every time I received an answer something 
like this: 

"Not just now. Perhaps next week. We hired men yes
terday, the day hefore," and so on. 

I noticed that all the men working there were Italians. They 
talked Italian among themselves and received their orders in 
Italian. 

Then a letter came to me from a friend of mine, a member 
of my own race, telling me of a job in Far Rockaway. So I 
took a ride down there and got a job. It took me about twenty 
miIlutes walk to the railway station and then about three-quar
ters of an hour with the train. So I traveled for about three 
months from Long Island City to Far Rockaway. In the mean
time another bunch of carpenters came from Brooklyn via 
Manhattan to work in Long Island City. 

The reason the carpenters took to traveling this way was 
the foreman on the job who felt lonesome without the people 
of hi. own race around him. The men also liked the hoss of 
their own race better than a stranger and they didn't mind 
the traveling in order to be associated with their own. 

In another slack season during the cold weeks in the end of 
JUIlllary I had in mind a big hotel in the neighborhood of the 
Orand Central. Tbere was much carpenter work in sight 
there, on trim, a good gang working already and witb many 
chances that a score of men might be hired perhaps tomorrow, 
tbe next day, or next Monday. So I kept my eye on the job 
and visited it regularly. 

Tbe foremun on the job seemed to be a ,"ery decent fellow. 
lie wasn't stuck up becallSe be was a foreman and had the 
po;'-er to hire and fire the men. Every time I talked to him 
he had a friendly face and was willing to answer queries and 
lit no time showed ony signs of being tired of new men and 
their qllestions. So I thollght there might be something done. 
And I come again. Bllt unfortunately I was told every time 
thllt they had all the help tbey needed. It also happened tbat 
wlwnever I missed one single day, tben that was the day tbe 
f"relUan hired new men. And I was informed of tbe sad fact 
lH'xt time I cnme around. 
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A young carpenter passed me in the hallway. His face 
looked familiar to me because I had seen him every time I 
came over. 

"Looking for a job again!" he asked me. 
"Yes," said I. "The foreman told me to come around to-

day; he said he might need new men." 
"Can you talk Yiddish!" 
"No. " 
"Well, you wouldn't get the job. That's the game here." 
The cover fell off my eyes. I saw immediately what I could 

have noticed on the first day, but to which I had paid no parti
cular attention. All the men working there were Jews. What 
the brother said was true. I opened the door and the cold 
winter wind blew fine powder of snow and dust into my eyes. 

During the war I was working in a big plant in Brooklyn 
as a carpenter. I was wondering then why couldn't I get a 
joiner's job. The joiners are always inside doing finer work 
with the lighter material, while the carpenters are outside 
using heavier lumber and often have to handle dirty material; 
on concrete forms, for instance. Aside from these differences 
there was a great difference in the pay due to the overtime 
work. The joiners in that particular case worked overtime 
and the carpenters did not. For the overtime work they were 
paid at the rate of two and a half times. At the end of the 
week the joiner's envelope contained' $57.60, while the car
penter's had ouly $24.60. 

That is the reason I once approached the boss with a fine 
saw under my arm, asking him to put me into a joiners' gang. 
I told him that I had been .;loing joiner's work all. the tim~, 
that I had all the joiner's tools and that it was bad for me to 
cut rough lumber with a fine saw. :My words didn't seem to 
have any effect on the boss. He didn't even answer me. And 
I went back to my work wondering what was the matter. ,A 
few days later a young boy, joined our gang for a couple of 
days. He was a lad about twenty, and didn't weigh mucb 
over 120 pounds, cheerful ill his behavior and foolish. 

"Oh, I am so glad I got over that overtime for a change." 
he told me the first day I saw him. "I have been working 
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overtime for the last three months in the joiners' gang without 
a single Sunday off." 

" And how did you happen to get into that gang 1" I asked 
him. 

"I was introduced to Mr. Olsen at our society fair," he 
said, "and he put me on." 

That was true. The head foreman was a Swede, and the 
men working there were Swedes. They talked Swedish among 
themselves and received their orders in their mother tongue 
when there were no other races near by. And the only tool I 
ever saw in the hands of that young man was a hammer. He 
used to play and not work with it.' 

Explain tile attitudes displayed by thc forcmcn in thes8 ex
amplcs. Comp(Jf'c them with the policies of thc respectivc cm
ployers, so far as thesc arc indicated or may be imagined. Havc 
you comc acro" si,,,ilar instances in offices, in institutions, in 
organizations-wherc minor officiols havc acted upon policies 
which werc contrary to those of their employers, 

RELATIONS BETWEEN FELLOW WORKERS 

And now we come to the attitudes of workingmen toward 
fellow workers of other races, as displayed in recoguized poli
cies ruther than in the actions of individuals: 

96. The second cause [of the failure of the steel strike 1 was 
the successful use of strike breakers, principally Negroes, by 
the steel companies, in conjunction with the abrogation of civil 
liberties. As a fighting proposition the strike was broken by 
the successful establishment of, first, the theory of "resuming 
production" and, second, the fact of it. Production was main
tained without any interruption in some plants. On this basis 
the companies created a belief that it was being resumed every: 
where. Then by the use of strike breakers they spread the 
actual resumptions and reinforced the theory. NegTo workers 
were imported and were shifted from plant to plant: in Gary 
the Negroes were marched ostentatiously through the streets; 
in Youngstown and near Pittsburgh they were smuggled in at 

• Andrew PrampUl In Tho 8"""7 tor Dooembar 15, 1922, p. 816. 
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night. "Niggers did it," was a not uncommon remark among 
company officers. 

Besides the comparatively small bands of avowed strike 
breakers, shifted from plant to plant, it is evident that the 
great numbers of Negroes who flowed into the Chicago and 
Pittsburgh plants were conscious of strike breaking. For this 
attitude, the steel strikers rightly blamed American organized 
labor. In the past the majority of A. F. of L. unions have 
been white unions only. Their constitutions often so provide. 
Through many an experience Negroes came to believe that the 
only way they could break into a unionized industry was 
through strike breaking. The recent change in A. F. of L. 
official attitude toward Negroes has not had time to be effec
tive. At Youngstown, for example, one lone Negro machinist 
striker, who stuck to the end, was never admitted to the strik
ing machinists' local.' 

97. In one shop I went to last month some of the men went 
on a strike for a few days for a silly reason and, of course, 
lost hopelessly. 

It came about this way: Buckets of molten lead or iron ore 
passed from man to man. A. holds the bucket and says, 
"Who's turn is it'" A Negro says, "It is 1.1r. B.'s turn." 
C. says, "You're a liar, it's Do's turn:" But the Negro in
sists that it is B. 's turn. At that C. picks up an iron rod 
and knocks the Negro unconscious, and almost burns him to 
death with the hot iron. 

The superintendent discharged C. who had a bad reputa
tion for picking fights when he gets a chance and of making 
things generally unpleasant. A committee of white laborers 
came to the superintendent wanting to know what he intended 
to do about the Negro when he got well. The superintendent 
said he intended taking him back on the job. At this the 
white men struck-simply because the superintendent would 
not discharge the Negro. Of . course, there were enough who 

I Commission of Inquiry, Interebureh World Movement, The Steel 
Strike of 1919. Harcourt, Bra('e & Howe. 1920, p. 177. For a more 
detailed description of the respective attitudes and polieies of em
ployers. trade unions and strike breakers, see William Z. Foster, The 
Great Steel Strike and Its Lessons. B. 'V. Huebsch, 1920, p. 198 et 8Cq. 
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stayed on the job, and the others completely lost out and in 
true humility came back to work a few days later.' 

98. A few months ago, William Townsend, a Negro thirty
two years of age, passed the requirements for appointment to 
the fire department of East Orange, N. J. On April 10th, he 
was called and reported for duty.' 

Having a fair education, he had experienced little difficulty 
in passing the written examinations, and in reporting for work 
expected to encounter perhaps some minor snobbery, but at 
least a rew new friendships. The dozen or more firemen on 
his first appcarance, who stood smoking or lounged about with 
the morning '. paper before them, remained as rigidly fixed 
and silent to his morning's greeting as waxed figures in tap
leaux. Their further dissatisfaction at his presence was soon 
expregsed in retreat to their rooms on the second floor of the 
building. In the rounds of the day, as Townsend repaired up
stuirs they repuired down and vice versa. Soon the sullen 
dissatisfaction became more articulate. Racial epithets in
tended to be insulting poured forth. 

According to the regulation of the fire department all fire
men are required to spend certain hours in school, practicing 
fire fighting and exercising with the hose. Townsend had no 
uniform. He wore a neat civilian suit and carried an old 
army uniform for the exercises, changing his clothing for the 
oeen.ion. Newly appointed firemen do not receive their uni
forms until they have given three months of satisfactory ser
vi,·e. When he returned to his room from the exercise his 
civilinn e10thing had been virtually destroyed. The following 
day, as he stood beneath one of the windows, a pail of cold 
wllter was showered upon him. He reported the affair to the 
ehler, who chose to regnrd it as a playful prank. In remark
ing upon the iucident, he conveyed to Townsend by innuendo 
that he was being bored by his complaints. 

Later, while asleep, the Negro was covered with an itching 

I From R l .... tt(l)' writtftD bV a lonthftm Ittnte in8p~tol' of labor. Be 
odd... to thi. in('idE'ot: "Thil i8 whRt I mMD by ("omplete lOl'k of 
iutt'lligftnt lNfodrrll,hip. Thl'Y D{>\"t"r think of striking for shorter hours. 
higher payor better working ("oDditions." 

• Ct'UIUI figur61 indi("ute thnt there oro about 350 Negro firemen of 
rity fl1'o dl"partmeuta in Ule United. StntCI. 
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powder. Upon reporting the matter he was told to take a bath. 
This opened the pores and enabled the powder to get under 
the skin, causing more serious irritation. The fire eommis
sioner, npon learning of the trick, granted him a three days' 
leave for medical treatment. 

On his return he found his fire coat cut into bits; later, his 
rubber equipment was thrown from the rig and placed under 
the wheels of the engine; and on auother occasion his boots 
were stolen and hidden. In the case of a fire he is left behind 
if possible. The method is to avoid ringing the bell to signal 
the fireman until all the white firemen are dressed and on the 
trucks. "Getting left" is a very serious offense, and on one 
occasion in which they had beeu successful, Townsend joined 
the chief in his Ford automobile.' 

99. Going across country on foot, we came to a small manu
facturing village. We decided to try our luck at the factory, 
which proved to be a woolen mill, and found employment. 
Our work was sorting old rags and carrying them in wheelbar
rows into a hot oven, in which the air was almost suffocating. 
Every time a person went in it he was obliged to run out as 
quickly as possible, for the heat was unbearable. Unfortu
nately for ns, the crew was eomposed almost entirely of Rus
sians, who hated us from the first day, and called us "dagoes." 
I had never heard the word before; I asked Louis if he knew 
its meaning, but he did not. In going in and out of the oven 
the Russians would crowd against us and make it hard for us 
to pass. One morning, as I was eoming out, four of the men 
hedged me in. I thought I. would suffocate. I ~ally su~
ceeded in pushing out, my hand having been cut in the rush of 
the wheelbarrows. 

The superintendent of the factory had observed the whole 
incident. He was a v"erY kindly man. From his light eom
plerion I think he was a Swede. He came to my rescue, repri~ 
manded the Russians, and led me to his office, where he ban
daged my hand. Then he called Louis and explained the situa
tion to us. The Russians looked upon US as intruders and 
were determined not to work side by side with "the foreign-

• Opportunity for June, 1923. 
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ers," but to drive them out of the factory. Therefore, .much 
as he regretted it, the superintendent was obliged to ask us to 
leave, since there were only two of us, as against the large 
numbcr of Russians who made up his unskilled crew. 

So we left. My bandaged hand hurt me, but my heart hurt 
more. The kind of work was hard and humiliating enough, 
but what went deeper than all else was the first realization 
that because of race I was being put on the road.' 

100. Sometimes people of the same nationality will not work 
amicably together. A southern Italian found employment in 
a wcb factory near New Haven where many northern Italians 
wcre employed, but these made the life of the "new hand" so 
wretched the first day that he did not come the second. The 
foreman asked the northern Italians why they objected to the 
man; their answer was: "We don't want no Dago here ... , . 

Does this e:rample involve race feeling' Do you know of 
other nationalities whose component groups have difficulty in 
getting on together' Do you know of races spread over dif
ferent hostile nationalities' 

The evidence of this section would be incomplete without at 
least one example illustrating a widespread attitude on the 
part of Negro workers toward their white fellow workers. 

101. Consider the situation faced by the unions in the cam
paign to orgnnize the Chicago packing houses in 1917-18. The 
Negroes in this industry are a strong factor (numbering 14,-
000 of a total of some 65,000 employees), and the unions were 
determined to organize them. But no sooner had organizers 
begun the work than they met the firm opposition of the Ne
gro intelligentsia [of a certain type]. These warned their 
people to have nothing to do with the movement, as their inter
est lay in working with the packers to defeat the unions. They 
said that was how the Negroes came into the packing industry, 
and that was how they would progress in it. 

Naturally, they repeated the Recusations about white men not 
tnkillg Negroes in their unions, a charge which was not true 
in the packing industry. The organizers replied by launching 

• CODetantine M. PBDunzio, The Soul of an ImmigranL Haemillan 
Co., tl)!!!, p. 8t. 

I Peter Roberta, The New Immigration. Maemillan Co., 1912, p. 75. 
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a vigorous campaign to get them into the unions. Then the 
propaganda was sent forth that the only reason the whites 
were willing to take the blacks into their locals was because 
the latter, being in a minority, could exert no control; that the 
whites would not dare to give them a local of their own, etc. 
This was met by the establishment of a Negro local of miscel
laneous workers in a convenient neighborhood. Then the Jim 
Crow cry was raised that the whites wanted the blacks to herd 
by themselves. This the organizers answered by insisting that 
a free transfer system be kept up between the white and black 
locals. These were affiliated with the basic organization of the 
industry, the Amalgamated Meat Cutters and Butcher Work
men of North America. 

But even this did not satisfy; the anti-union propaganda 
went on undiminished and with tremendous effect. It is true 
that some far-sighted Negro intellectuals defended the unions; 
but they were as men crying in the wilderness; the others pre
vailed. And although the unions kept a crew of Negro or
ganizers in the field, and won many concessions for the pack
ing house workers, including the eight-hour day, right of col
lective bargaining, large increases in wages, 40-hour weekly 
guarantee, retroactive pay, seniority rights, etc., they have 
never succeeded in organizing the Negroes. 

They know little of the race problem in industry who de
clare that it can be settled merely by the unions opening their 
doors t<> the Negroes. It is much more complex than that, 
and will require the best thought that conscientious whites and 
blacks can give it. The Negro has the more difficult part to 
solve, in resisting the insidious efforts of unscrupulous white 
employers and misgnided intellectuals of his own race to make 
a professional strike-breaker of. him. But I am confident that· 
he will win out and will take his place where he belongs in 
the industrial fight, side by side with the white workers.' . 

Are the atfitudes of 'white and colored, of native and for
eign-born wage-earners towqrd each other dominated by 

1 William Z. Foster, op. cit., p. 211. See also The Negro in Chicago, 
p. 403 et seq. For details of a successful Negro labor union, see Op
portunity for May, 1923. The Negro in relation to trade unionism is 
further discussed by W. D. Weatherford, op. cit., p. 250 ~t seq., and in 
articles by W. E. Burghardt Du Bois and by Bertha Wallerstein in 
The Nation for May 9, 1923, and September 1, 1923. 
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economic in~rests' If not, what other motives enter into their 
relations' By what means are wage-carners trying to place a 
handicap on those of other races or 1Iationalities' With what 
effcctivene,,' 

Is it true, so far as your observation goes, that class loyalties 
and class war are rapidly taking the place of race loyalties and 
race war" Wilat labor policies, if any, underlie actions 
which, on the surface, seem to be c01ltrary to the economic 
interests of labor' Have race feelings a stronger hold on the 
emotions than economic interests' 

Are the same races alway. the" under dog" or the" upper 
dog" in situations i1ll!olving discrimination' Or may they be 
one and the other on different occasions' 

lIave you ever worked ,,:itT, members of other races' Has 
such working together influenced !lour attitude toward them' 
lIat.e you noticed peculiarities which you ascribe to their ra
cial origin' Have you formed judgments as to superior and 
inferior racial capacities for the sort of work you are engaged 
in' What was the basis for your judgment' Has it affected 
your conduct toward members of other races' 

TaE PUBLIC INTEREST 

And what of public policies that make for differences in 
the industrilll opportunities of different groups I We have 
already seen sllmples of them in the sections dealing with pub
lic employment and with licensing for the exercise of occupa
tions. [See p. 68 and p. 71.] There remains the field of 
llibor legislation. Here, at least, one would expect to find 
complete impartiality as between the different races, in line 
with the spirit if not the wording of most of our state con
stitutions. 

102. An employer, commenting on the difficulty of keeping 
children out of the factory, said, .. A nigger woman will come 
with a COli pIe of kids, and you can't tell how old they are, 
and they'll swear up and down that they are 14, and if you 

I Thil iii •• trong eootention of Charles Conant Josey. Baee and 
National Solidarity. Charles Seriboer'l Sons, 1923. 
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don't believe them and start to put tbem out, the woman will 
say, 'If they can't pick, I'll go.' ... If you put out a nigger 
kid, a bunch of older ones may go, too." 

A very different attitude on the part of the colored people 
in another factory was revealed in the case of a 18-year-old boy 
whose mother had sent him to the cannery after scbool and on 
Saturdays. Later, she let him stay away from scbool every 
other week to work. When be had been working three weeks 
the colored people objected. They went to the weigher and 
protested that he was too young to work. The mother said 
she then complained to the owner, who decided that the boy 
was old enough to work. However, "the shrimp began to get 
slender and the factory shut down," and the child did not con· 
tinue to work. 

The comment of the head of the associated cbarities in this 
community is of interest. He stated that one employer had 
been fined for employing white children, hut" tbe laws are 
not applied to the Negroes as stringently as to the white peo
ple, and therefore more Negro children than white work.''' 

103. The president of one of the largest sugar beet factories 
in Wchigan not long ago defended his attitude of hostility to 
a change in the law concerning the employment of children on 
the ground that" 25 per cent of all the beet workers in Michi
gan fields are Mexicans." 

104. A stenographer in one· of the offices said, "Yes, I'll take 
you up, but I can't stay long, the noise is so terrible." But 
in this very factory the thirty (.colored) girls who were bun
dling stood within two feet of these machines for 9% BOurs a 
day in violation of the state labor law.' 

Who suffers when protective labor laws are not enforced in 
regard to a specific group' Only the colored children in ex
ample No. 102, or also the white people' Note the last para
graph of the story. Only the Mexicans in the Michigan beet 

• Viola L Paradise, Child Labor and the Work ot Mothers in Oyster 
and Shrimp Canning Communities on the Gulf Coast. U. S. Children'. 
Bureau publication No. 98, 1922, p. 18. 

, A New Day tor the Colored Woman Worker. A Joint Study by 
New Yorlr. agenei.., 1919, p. 17. 
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fields' Or the whole community" How i8 it that public 
opinion doe. not insist on enforcement of these laws' That 
the Negro or foreign-born worker. involved in .uch discrimina
tions against them do not complain in the courts' 

Of what other types of legislation do you know that handi
cap N egroe. or immigrants in securing industrial opportuni
ties or prevent them from enjoying equal protection from 
exploitation' • 

Are there laws or regulations in your state adopted for the 
special purpose of protecting the ignorant or the economically 
weak' Are they applied with equal force in the interest of 
all racial groups' 

Is any illegal home labor, employment of women or children, 
disregard of state or local labor regulations, etc., taking place 
in your community' Do such evasions of the law affect all 
racial groups alike' Are the citizens ignorant of the existence 
of illegal conditions' Is any agency or group specifically 
charging itself with the task of preventing such things, of 
informing the public concerning them' 

Economic Exploitation 

The first two chapters have ended with sections dealing 
with deliberate exploitation, first of misunderstandings of 
facts influencing race attitudes, then of the existing race 
prejudices themselves so as to secure action favorable to some 
specific interest. Here also we have to record a form of ex
ploitation; it is that which directly arises from the position of 
racial superiority in the field of economic relationships. 

1 For tull partIeu)a" of the situation see ChiJd Labor in the Sugar 
Beot Field. of Michigan; National Child Labor Committee, 1923. For 
a similar lituation: California the Golden; National Child Labor Com
mittee. 

• Boe William M. Leiaeraon, op. oil.. tor information on the way in 
which the government'. recognized re8ponaibility tor the protection of 
labor ill otten unapplied. in the case of immi~anta. Of specinl interest 
in the Pl'OIoot eODoootion i. the iDatanee given of a lltate law, linea 
deolarod nncoUlltitutional, actually enjoining private iDdulltriee to di .. 
eriminate agllinllt alipnl in the benefitl reeeivable UDder 'Workmen'l com
pensation In ... (p. 252). 
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105. Lucy Carney, a full-blooded Chickasaw Indian, sold, 
with the approval of the Court of Pontotoc County (Okla
homa), 154.45 acres for $1,600, and three days later the pur
chaser was able to borrow from a Trust Company the sum of 
$2,100. In other words, as that Trust Company does not loan 
in excess of forty per cent of the actual value, this property 
was worth $7,300; yet it was sold, with the approval of the 
court, for $1,600. 

When inherited land is to be sold, the judge of the County 
Court concerned appoints a board to appraise the property, 
and usually approves without question the findings submit
ted. In these cases, the investigators found no deliberate con
spiracy to defraud the Indian heirs; but there was flagrant 
and criminal indifference to the interests of helpless minors 
and incompetents.' 

106. "A True Story" is the heading of the following inci
dent told in Opportunity (August, 1923) which illustrates the 
recognition by both white and colored in the South that their 
business relations are not exactly based on the" golden rule": 

A Negro carried two bales of cotton to town to the landlord 
to payoff his year's account. He had previously paid off his 
rent and guano bill, and eotton was selling around twenty
five cents; so the Negro said to the landlord, "Boss, here are 
two bales of cotton I brought to pay up my account. I had a 
hard time getting it up, so figure up and see how we stsnd." 
After running over the figures, he said to the N e,,"1"0, "Well, 
by Jove, we are even. I don't owe you anything, and you 
don't owe me anything." 

The Negro said, "Boss, are you sure you are right'" uOh, 
yes," said the landlord, "my figures are correct:" So the 
Negro said, "Well, Boss, I am going down the street and I'll 
be back after a while. You go over them figures again and be 
sure you are right.'" So the Negro went down the street and 
returned in about an hour with another colored man, and said 
to the landlord, "Did you' go back over them figures!" He 

1 This is one of the shortest and miJdest illustrations of the probate 
situation given in Oklahoma'8 Poor Rich Indians, a report on a joint 
investigation by a number of interested agencies, published by the lD
dian Rights Association, Philadelphia, 1924. 
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said, "Yes, and we are even." So the Negro said, "I am glad 
1 am out of debt one time." The Negro scratched his head and 
said, "Well, 1 have about two or three bales in the field to 
buy my family 80me winter clothes." The landlord said to 
him, "Why in hell ilid not you tell me you had some more 
cotton at home' Now 1 must go all over my figures again." 

107. Not long ago, an American rancher engaged a gang of 
Mexican men to clear some ground. He offered them so much 
per acre and transportation. They were to take their blankets 
and cooking outfits, he wou!.l provide them with tents and 
charge their food against their wages. Eight mcn went out 
to do this work. He had represented to them that they could 
earn about two dollars a day each at the rate he offered. 

After working for two days under the hot Texas sun, they 
found that they were six dollars in debt for food-that is, 
tho t they had been charged that much more for food than they 
had been able to earn, not because they were lazy but because 
the American had misrepresented the working conditions, or 
thcy in their ignorance of the language had misunderstood 
him. The American would not make an adjustment of wages 
and rcfused to bring them back to town. Needless to say, 
after they had walked the thirty-five miles with their rolls of 
bedding, these men did not have a good opinion of that Amer
ican in particular or of Americans in general. 

108. Advertisements in California papers gave much space 
to a marvelous colonization project on land not far from a large 
city. It was to be a paradise of small farma, and the idea 
fired the imagination of a Hungarian, influential in a colony 
of his own people. The agent was delighted. Would the 
Hungarian trade his city home' And, since he had found 
the wonderful chance, would he not pass it on to the other 
m~mbers of the colony' Also, to make the work more effi
cient, would he not act as subagentT 

A fcw months passed during which men signed away their 
homes in the city, assumed heavy mortgages, and went happily 
after the will-o'-the-wisp of the small farm of peace and inde
pendence. 

Then, the flat announcement by the company-"No funds " 
whioh meant no improvements, the chaos of bankruptcy, the 
foreclosure on mortgages by the original owner of the land. 



104 And Who Is My Neighbor' 

And the panic-<!tricken group searching frantically for re
dress. 

It was a complicated affair. The bureau, in its work of 
research, had to probe very deep into the relations between 
the company and certain large corporations which backed it, 
relations which would not bear the light of day. The bureau, 
in its work of adjustment, had to bring heavy pressure upon 
these corporations. But at last justice was secured and deeds 
were obtained for much of the property.' 

109. I have seen a (Mexican) convict take half a silver dol
lar and spend three or four hours working it into a bracelet 
such as would sell at Tiffany's for three or four dollars, and 
then some passing tourist will beat the convict down to selling 
his work for sixty or seventy cents. But a convict's time is 
not worth anything. I have seen (in Taos County, New Mex
ico) some American who has "spotted" a blanket, or a beauti
ful old hand-carved chest, wait until sickness or want forces 
its sale for less than the purchaser could buy a "store" blanket 
or new lumber to make another chest. Then the Americans 
rail against the shiftlessness of the Mexican. . . .' 

Are instances of exploitation such as those described 
[see also examples Nos. 79, 82, 96, 101, 102, 104, 113 and 
114] possible except with a general psychological setting 
inimical to the interests of the "inferior" group' Name some 
much larger examples of race exploitation compared with 
which these examples are mere details. Does a Negro get his 
money's worth on the railr.oads of the South' Is he on equal 
terms of competition with the white in seeking to buy a home 
in. the North' 

Let US now look at some of the major questions arising from 
this chapter: . 

Is complete equality of economic opportun·ity possible with
out equal political rigftts, Without the admission by the com-

:I Ninth Annual Report of the Commission of Immigration and Housing 
of ~o~ 1923. 

'Mary Austin, Soeial Survey of Taos County, State of New Mexieo; 
quoted in Robert E. Park and Herbert A. Miller, Old World Trait. 
TraIlSplanted. Harper & Brothers, 1921, p. 187. 
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munity that at least some members of every race may be able 
to rise above its assumed general level of competency' 

Can a racial group be on equal terms of competition in the 
labor market illooked upon as biologically, culturally or so
cially inferior' 

Do civil service laws which eliminate the race factor, mini
mum wage law, and others which counteract the handicap of 
race in vocational competition reflect the general attitude of 
the dominant group' 

Has inequality of treatment in the struggle for life an in
fluence on the character and morals of the handicapped 
groups' What is it' What is the effect of preferred employ
ment and preferential working conditions upon the character 
and morals of the privileged groups' 

Is equality in the vocational life compatible with inequality 
in educational opportunities , With political inequality' 

Does work with congenial groups make for greater effi
ciency, Does congeniality imply similarity of race or national 
background! 

Is the employment policy of an individual plant in relation 
to race a matier of public concern' Is it possible in such policy 
to disregard the general reputation of a group-& regards 
honesty, industry, docility, for example' Can we judge the 
qualifications 01 an individual without thought 01 the known 
character 01 the group to which he belongs' 

What is the main purpose of a trade union' Is it compatible 
with that plLrpose if it includes in its policies preferential 
treatment lor, or discriminatory treatment against, specifio 
racial groups' Is the policy of a trade union or that of an 
employer as regards race tlecessarily in keeping with the pre
vailillg popldar sentiment' 

Would you go for treatmetlt to a doctor of a race looked 
UpOtl as illferior, Would you, if a doctor, refuse to treat 
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members of such a race' Think of other ltimilar relations 
between client and practitioner: are physical reactions to the 
other race, reactwns to its customs, habits, social status or 
mental characteristics equally effective in the attitude of botM 
Can there be professional equality if there are great differences 
in these attitudes' 

What part does economic rivalry play in the handicaps put 
upon bultiness men of a supposedly inferior racial groupt 
What exactly are the motives behind efforts, where they exist, 
to keep members of another race out of competition' Does 
the particular character of the race have any ltignificancet 

Why is there so little agreement on the outstanding char
acteristics of different racWl groupst Name the order of your 
preferences in the employment of members of the following 
groups if you were (1) a grocer requiring delivery boys; 
(2) a hospital needing nurses; (3) a road contractor needing 
navvies; (4) a publisher needing proofreaders. 

Native white American 
Full-blooded Negro 
Mulatto 
English 
Italian 
Jew 

Armenian 
Chinese 
Swede 
Pole 
American Indian 
Magyar 

Name the reasons for your preferences. Would racial mo
tives be equally strong in each choicet Compare your prefer
ences with those of others; fill.d reasons for differences in judg
ment, tracing back of reasons that first occur more remote 
experiences and associations that may influence motives. 



CHAPTER V 

Educational Handicaps 
See note on top of page 1 

That there is a connection between the civic, economic and 
social attitudes and policies of one race group toward another 
will have become evident before now. Exactly what that con
nection is, further study must be relied upon to reveal. Edu
cation, with which we are concerned in the present chapter, 
occupics a connecting link between the other three factors 
that have been named. Often it is dilferences in the degree 
of culture which influence political or social status and which 
dctermine the limits of occupational opportunities. At the 
same time, it is in the educational opportunities provided or 
withheld that the attitude of the dominant to the weaker group 
may make itself most clearly felt. A denial of education may 
meun a denial of civic influence, of social status and, to some 
cxtent, of livelihood. On the other hand, instances of exclu
sive policies in education may only be varieties of relation
ships in which essentially civic, economic or social attitudes 
of one group to another are the characteristic note. Let US 

ex limine the evidence. 

School Provision 

Refcrence has already been made to the dilference in the 
provisions made for schools over a large part of this country 
118 between one race and another. Indeed, with few exceptions, 
this rooy be said to be the typical situation in the United 
Stlltos; for even where legally all children are entitled to the 
"lillie .ehooling, but whcre the school population is segregated 
on rllcilll lincs, in practice tile school accommodation, the cali-

107 
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ber of teachers and the opportunities for higher education 
tend to be unequal. 

The following examples illustrate conditions which, so far 
as the South is concerned, are becoming less and less typical 
because of the awakened general interest in education, the in
fluence of such institutions as Hampton, Tuskegee, Fisk and 
Morehouse, and the activities of philanthropic agencies.' 

110. Recently a not inconsiderable town in a southern state 
built its first elementary school for Negroes. It was a three
room frame building; already inadequate at the start, for it 
was to honse 125 pupils with two teachers. The town pro
vided no more than the bare building. The Negroes were 
expected to purchase desks, blackboards, and other necessary 
equipment, as well as to pay the teachers' salaries. 

Yet this event marked a real step of progress. The whole 
county had only four schools which colored children could 
attend, two of them old, Iuiserable, one-room school houses, one 
an abandoned Negro church, said to be in "perfectly horri
ble" condition, and one a Rosenwald school of modern con
struction and equipment. These schools are from ten to 
eighteen miles apart. The county provides funds with which 
to keep them open for three months in the year and will pay 
for another month if the Negroes of the county, who are very 
poor, will raise the necessary money for opening the schools 
a fifth month. 

There is in this connty .a small training school for colored 
teachers under the auspices of a mission board; this is in 
danger of being closed for lack of local cooperation. 

111. A large southern city. recently let the contract for·a 
$250,000 high school for its colored population. According 
to the authorities, the conrses of study at this high school 
will be liberal, preparing for college entrance. But so un-

1 For a fnll aecount of the school situation in the South see W. D. 
Weatherford. ope cit., ehapter XIY. Other general sources ot informa
tion on present conditions are The Negro Year Book, edited by M.. N. 
Work, Tuskegee Institute; the reports ot the General Education Board 
and of the Jeanes, Slater and Rosenwald Funds; Negro Education, U. S. 
Burean of Education Bulletin, 1916, Nos. 38 and 39. 
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favorable is public opinion to giving Negroes a general hu
manistic education that, in order to get approval of the bond 
issue, it was necessary to label the institution an Industrial 
High School for Negroes. 

This state of public opinion is shown also in a complete lack 
of public provision for the training of teachers. The city in 
question has about two thousand Negro children of high-school 
age. Of course, aU of these will not avail themselves of the new 
school facilities. But the total number of colored children 
of school age is 12,000, requiring at least 300 teachers, if 
complete school attendance were enforced. Yet the city in the 
past has done nothing to train these teachers. 

In this city, there is a small junior college for Negroes un
dcr tbe auspices of one of the denominational missionary socie
tics; this collcge proposes to enlarge its program to train the 
teachers needed for the new high school. But the sponsors of 
the institution are not willing to bear the whole cost without 
local support. They laid the matter before the school board, 
bcfore an influential orgauization of colored residents and be
fore the alumni, threatening to move the institution to another 
city unless there was more evidcnce of willingness to cooperate. 

The superintendent of scbools, though sympathetic, and 
realizing the necessity of training more teachers, expressed 
fear that tbe white citizens, after having voted the high 
school bonds, might resent being asked for still further ex
penditure on Negro education. But he thought that the city 
mi!(ht at any rate pay the salary of a teacher of education 
at the school. The Ncgro organization pledged itself to vigor
ous participation in a campaign for funds by the alumni, who 
themselves undertook to find at least $2,500 a year with the 
understanding that this amount would be raised from year to 
ycar as the extension plan would come more fully into oper
ation. 

112. In a city of Oklahoma in March, 1924, the annual 
SdlOOI election was held. A leaflet published by a committee 
of the high school for white children stated that" any person 
qualified can vote in this election and does not have to be 
re!:istered. A citizen of the United States who has lived in 
Oklahoma one year, in County six months, and in the 
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precinct thirty days, can vote. The colored people are not 
permitted to vote at this election." . 

Several years before, in this same city, the colored people 
were induced to vote $80,000 for school purposes with the 
understanding that $60,000 would be for a white school and 
$20,000 for a colored school. .After the vote for the appropri
ation was carried, the entire $80,000 was used to build a white 
high school and none for the Negro school. Later, two rooms 
were added to the four rooms of the old building of the 
Negro school. The population of the two races in the city is 
about equal. The white children now have a four-year ac
credited high school with twenty-one units; the Negro children 
none. 

Compare these examples with the situation in other parts 
of the country and those affecting other racial groups, as in 
the following illustrations: 

. 113. Cotton fields are everywhere in the Valley. They are 
crowded with pickers and among them "children thick as 
bees," as one school principal said. All kinds of children pick 
--even those as young as three years! Five-year-old children 
pick steadily all day. "Why nott" one hears, "most of 
them are Mexicans." Perhaps. But many white American 
children are among them-pure American stock, who have 
gradually moved from the Carolinas, Tennessee, and other 
southern states into Arkansas, Texas, Oklahoma, Arizona, and 
on into the Imperial Valley. One hears much in the Valley 
of "Texicans"-a scornful term other pickers use in speaking 
of those who come from the Lone Star State .... 

Several of the towns in the Valley have their own attend
ance officers who work within the limits of their own schooL 
district. In these urban or semi·urban areas, wholesale viola
tion of the school attendance laws generally does not exist. 
But the attendance officer in one of these places said that 
while he would not arrest the white ranchers for working 
children he would "nip a Hindoo" whenever he could. 

One school trustee, in conversation concerning the enforce
ment of the school attendance laws, said: "We don't want to 
enforce these laws. We don't want to bring a lot 
of dirty, lousy little Mexicana into our schools." 
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Some schools in the Imperial Valley, however, have put in 
shower baths I This is no doubt very much better American
ization work than shutting out a group of children who are 
growing up in the community, some of whom will later on 
vote on the school facilities of the children of Americans .... 

The Hindus and Negroes employ not only Mexican chil
dren and Negroes, but American white children. Some of the 
whites who work their children in cotton fields owned and 
operated by Negroes explained that they kept them out of 
school to pick cotton so that they might not sit next to Negro 
children in the school-room. The Negroes of the Valley seem 
more anxious to send their children to school than the Amer
\can whites.' 

114. We often heard the following: "Beet work is very 
hard for grown people, but it don't hurt the kids, 'cause they 
don't have so far to bend .... " 

One farmer claimed that he liked the workers very much, 
saying: "I've made money on the hunkies. Wish we had a 
lot more of them. If they cannot keep their kids out of school, 
my beets will have to stay in the ground. It won't hurt any
body for them to miss a month.''' 

115. Fuller School is a branch of Felsenthal (School) and 
has the same principal; it is in a neighhorhood where the 
percentage of Negroes is practieally the same as in the neigh
borhood around Felsenthal, but there is a very great differ
ence in the percentage of Negro children in the two schools, 
according to figures given by the principal. It appears from 
this that the principal, who is a believer in separate schools,' 
places the large majority of Negro children in Fuller School. 
Negroes in the vicinity say that the Fuller School is run down 
and neglected, that the stsJI of teachers is below the average, 
th!,t the school has no playground of its own but must use 

I Emma Duke, Calilornia the Golden. National Child Labor CommIt
tee. Th~ report brought out aharp protests from citizeDJI and new ... 
papol'8 in the Imperial Valley. One paper protested that there were no 
children working in the .. tton ~eld. in the Imperial Valley; that if !IOU 
I~f' 011' 01 'M 00"'" JOPOf\UtJ aM Mft%ioa" childrMl Iftohiola Narm like 
(Ii .. " there were bardl,. an,. other children to be fonnd. 

I ChIld Labor in the BUgal" B .. t Field. of Michigan. National Child 
Labor Committee, 1928. S .. alao e:rampl .. NOlo lOS and 108. 
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the one at FeIsenthal, and that all the unmanageable children 
are sent there from FeIsenthaL' 

116. Enough cfutrict schools exist (at Yankton, South Da
kota) to give school facilities to every child, but attendance 
is not up to standard because of failure to enforce the truancy 
laws. It is the old story of the white people, on the whole, 
not being favorable to enforcement of school attendance on 
the part of the Indians, and the Indians themselves not yet 
being sufficiently advanced to feel keenly about education. ... 

At Charenton, Louisiana, a French village ten miles north
east of Franklin, is a Chittemache band of about ninety In
dians, all of whom speak French and most of them also Eng
lish. Socially they are classed as Negroes, but they are proud 
of their Indian blood, and as they refuse to attend Negro 
schools, they remain without educational facilities .... 

In the Spavinaw Hills cfutrict of the Cherokee country 
(Oklahoma) and in the mountainous regions of the Choctaw 
country, many hundreds of Indian children are without ade
quate school facilities. Members of the Snake and Night
hawk societies are opposed to sending their children to school, 
but in general parents show anxiety to have their children 
educated. While public school facilities are available in many 
cfutricts, the attendance of Indian children receives no marked 
encouragement from the white people. This is especially trUe 
of the restricted Indian whose inability to provide adequate 
clothing and other necessities makes his children seem unde
sirable associates for the white children. In the more enlight
ened cfutricts the attendance of Indian children in public 
schools is very satisfactory, and in not a few communities 
Indians are serving on school boards and some are teach-
ers.. . . . 

, . 
Do Negroes enjoy better seh.ool facilities in the N Orin than 

in the South! Do white children' Why is the South edu
eati<J7UJlly backward' Does the tlote, where Negroes are en-

I Chieago Commission on Ra.ee BelatiODB, Of'. eit., p. 242 . 
• G. E. E. Lindquist, The R«1 Man in the United Statee. George H.. 

DorBll Co~ 1923. The edneational epportuniti ... enjoyed by Indians vary 
eo greatly in different parte of the eonntry and among different tribes 
that theoe qtIotationa must not be regarded as typiea1; they merely 
....... to ilInstrate _ partieular aspeet. 
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franchiaed, ensure them equal treatment in the matter of 
.chool proviBion' I. example No. 110 uceptional' 

Are separate schoola provided for races othe,. than Negroes 
in any part of the country, If so, ia such separate provision 
a result of hiatorical development or of deliberate present-day 
policy' 

Is the .choo! attendance law as a rule enforced equally upon 
all races' Are such evasion. as those described in examples 
No •. 111 and 112 typical of communities with a large foreig .... 
born population' 

1, the unequal enforcement of school attendance laws due 
to the lack of interest of Bome racial and national groups in 
education' 

Another phase whith must not be overlooked is that often 
more or less equal school provision for children of all races 
in general primary education may go together with con
sidcrable differcnces in the provision of special classes and 
schools. As our educational system becomes more compli
cated, attempting to recognize more fittingly the separate 
need. of backward and especially gifted, tuberculous, truant, 
and crippled children, etc., the provision of equal chances 
without intermingling of different races becomes an especially 
costly and difficult business. The following illustration of the 
problem indicates that difficulty and also, incidentally, the 
need for vigilance on the part of those who place educational 
efficiency before considerations of color. 

117. Arter a hard fight, the legislature of a southern state 
pas.,ed a bill appropriating money for an industrial school for 
delinquent Negro girlB. Just as the building was finished, a 
new legislature and a new governor came into office. Thill 
new governor was elected on an economy platform. He and 
the new legislature, therefore, promptly proposed to sell the 
building for the industrial school, thus putting the money 
back into the treasury and alBo saving an appropriation of 
perhaps $40,000 a year for maintenance. 
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This suggestion was quietly tucked away in one of the 
clauses of the economy bill where, it was thought, it would not 
he noticed. Certain of the interracial forces in the state 
caught the matter, however; the governor was interviewed at 
once, every memher of the intcrracial commission in the state 
was wired to and asked to send telegrams both to his own 
senator and representatives and to the governor. Another 
large delegation waited on the governor, and the school was 
saved. 

In the argument it came out that in the judgment of the 
new state administration the new school would at best be able 
to take care of only a small proportion of the colored girls 
whom it might be desirable to send to an industrial school. 
The chief argument of the white objectors to the proposed 
action was that the effectiveness of the new school was no 
longer the main point in question, nor any other possible use 
to which the funds necessary for its maintenance might be 
put; but the fact that the state had entered into an engage
ment toward its colored people which could not be broken 
without crcating a semblance of bad faith and counteracting 
the forces making for better mutnal understanding between 
white and colored. 

Education Outside School 

Education is not limited to the classroom. Educators in
creasingly emphasize the educational value of the activities 
aud experiences of the child outside school hours. There is 
often something a little artificial, a little remote from the life 
and sentiment of the community in the formal class work. 
On the streets and playgrounds the child imbibes more of the 
actual standards and values of. the adnlt world. It is, there-· 
fore, interesting to see what other race attitudes in the life 
and thinking of the community are especially likely to affect 
the education of children: 

118. Charles, a colored boy of twelve years, lived in a town 
of some forty thousand population, eigbt hundred of whom 
were eolored. He was rather popular in a school of some 
eight hundred pupils of which there were not more than eight 
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it was a unanimous and vociferous "aye" which responded 
to the question, "Are you in favor of admitting this boyT" 

The members of the first troop, when they heard of the deci
sion of the second troop to take Charles into membership, 
remonstrated more determinedly with their scoutmaster on the 
failure of the leaders of the Scout movement in their com
munity to live up to tlie gospel of fair play which the move
ment sought to teach. They demanded in their boyish wayan 
explanation as to why their favorite playmate could be a 
member of another troop a mile away but not of their own 
troop which met in their own neighborhood. The scoutmaster 
was much impressed by this demonstration and sought to re
gain the confidence of Charles and secure his membership, 
although Charles had pledged his allegiance to the second 
troop. 

All of this happened nearly a year and a half ago. Charles 
has not missed a meeting of the Boy Scout troop of which he 
is a member, and last summer spent two weeks at its camp, 
where he had the time of his life, never feeling in any way 
the pangs which come with an atmosphere of prejudice. 

Recently an effort has been made to form a colored Boy 
Scout troop in the town where he resides, and a suggestion 
has been made by the commissioner that all colored Boy Scouts, 
regardless of the troops of which they are members, should 
be assigned to this colored unit. The leader of the Boy Scout 
troop of which Charles is a member says that he will give 
up his commission as scoutmaster before he will give up 
Charles and another colored boy who is now also a member o~ 
Charles's troop. 

119. The following correspondence passed between two pri-
vate schools in a large eastern city: . 

POSTCARD 
Dear Sir: 

We have heard rumors t'hat one of your players is col
ored. At a meeting of our basketball team it was decided 
that it would be unwise to compete against a team play
ing such a man. If this is true and you are able to replace 
your man by a white person for our game scheduled on 
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January 29th at your court at ten 0 'clock A. M. kindly 
advise me immediately. 

Trusting that you fully understaud our position and 
looking forward to a speedy reply, I am, 

Sincerely, 

Manager. 

LETTER IN REPLY 
Dear Sir: 

We have received word from the manager of your bas
ketball team that the team has decided" that it would be 
unwise to compete against a team playing" a colored 
man. All a matter of fact ... , the colored boy in ques
tion, is disqualified at present on account of his academic 
standing, but we do not think we ought to take advantage 
of this fact to avoid the issue. This school holds among 
its fundamental principles that there shall be no discrimi. 
natiou against any individual because of race or color. 
If the stand taken by your basketball team is representa
tive of your school as an institution, I believe we must 
vindicate our principle before our own school and yours 
by dcclining to play with your school the game scheduled 
for Saturday of this week. May I ask you to do me the 
favor of notifying the manager of your basketball team f 

It may be of interest for you to know that the colored 
boy ... is the son of an Episcopal minister of this city, 
a man of learning and refinement. 

Sincerely yours, 

Superintendent-

120. A Jewish high-school girl won highest honors in a 
graduating class of fifty. She was asked to what she attrib
uted her success. "Why," she said, "I was barred from so 
mnny 80cial affairs, I was made to feel so uncomfortable when 
I tried to take part in anything that occurred outside the class 
room, that I had ever so much more time for study than any 
of the gentile girls." 
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Was the policy of the Boy Scout officer in example No. 118 
the same as that of the school authorities' Is the policy of the 
schools in the matter of race segregation or non-segregation 
always clear' Could a private organizatitm simply follow the 
precedent of the schools in its community' Is there a differ
ence in the contacts at school and in voluntary association' 
Are children likely to be !ess exclusive than their parents' 
What is the effect of a policy of exclusiveness on the chil
dren discriminated against' On the children on whose behalf 
the discrimination is made' 

The reaction of a community to a division of the educational 
process into two parts, a formal one administered without 
distinction of race and an informal one with such distinction, 
is further exemplified in the following: 

121. In a western city of about 50,000 inhabitants, with a 
Negro population of probably between five and six thousand, 
colored and white children attend the same high school. In 
1923 the city completed a new million-dollar high school with 
recreational equipment, including a gymnasium with swim
ming pool. Some of the parents of the white children raised 
objections to the colored children going into the swimming 
pool. They brought the complaint to the school board; a 
delegation of colored citizens made strong representation in a 
hearing before the board for no distinctions to be made in the 
treatment of children in this public high school. There were 
two or three white members of the board possessed of liberal 
views who were in full accord with the point of view and feel
ing of the colored people against any discriminations or re
strictions. 

The board, however, finally agreed that colored children 
should be formed into separate classes for use of the swimming 
pool. The liberal members of the board recognized this as. a 
compromise, but thought it expedient to give in on this point 
for fear of reaction among the white citizens of the community 
which might result in a campaign for a separate high school 
for colored children.· . 

In Higher Education 
Let us now look at a few cases of handicaps in higher edu

cation. For large parts of the country, it must be remembered, 
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this kind of segregation has so much become a matter of course 
that even the possibility of a change does not enter discus
sion. A Negro would no more apply for admission at the 
State University of Virginia than a southern white man would 
apply at Tuskegee; an American of Spanish-American descent 
would no more apply for admission to certain exclusive west
ern colleges than an American of English descent for admis
sion to a mission school for Indians.' 

122. In December, 1922, Roscoe Conkling Bruce, a promi
nent Negro graduate of Harvard University, wrote asking 
that a room be reserved in one of the freshman halls for his 
son then preparing to enter the university. On heing informed 
that Negro students would not be admitted to these dormito
ries, he addressed a letter to President A. Lawrence Lowell 
from which we quote as follows: • 

The policy of compulsory residence in the freshman 
hulls is costly indeed if it is the thing that constrains 
Hurvard to enter open-eyed and brusque upon a policy of 
racial discrimination. . . . 

It is my deliberate opinion that some of these young 
men who, like my son, are after all Negroes by election 
[i. e., they are white enough to "pass over" the color line 
without danger of detection-Editor 1, will nullify the 
policy of exclusion so far as they themselves are con
cerned, by simply not confessing themselves members of 
the proscribed group. Neither a mental nor a blood test 
will expose that helpful duplicity. With respect to these 
individuals (and they outnumber popular estimates), may 
not the policy of exclusion have the curious effect of pro
moting that very amalgamation of races which the white 
North vies with the white South in affecting to dread' 
It is a thing, may I add in all candor, which all self-

I An important ease, involving doparture from a previoul attitude of 
toleJ'ance and a legislative precedent, i. that of Berea College, Kentucky, 
deaeribed by Gilbert Thomae Stephanaon, in Race DistinctiollB in Amar
loan Law. (D. Appleton ... Co., 1910.) Additional facto on the develop. 
ment of that cue thole eapeciaU,. interested may obtain from the offiee 
of The Inqull'1. 
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respecting Americans of color do not desire. And, be 
assured, no son of mine will ever deny his name or his 
blood or his tradition. 

President Lowell, in reply to this letter, said: 
I am sorry that you do not feel the reasonableness of 

our position about the freshman. dormitories. It is not a 
departure from the past to refuse to compel white and 
colored men to room in the same building. We owe to the 
colored man the same opportunities for education that 
we do to the white man, but we do not owe to him to force 
him and the white into social relations that are not, or 
may not be, mutually congenial. 

We would give him freely opportunities for room and 
board wherever it is voluntary, but it seems to me that 
for the colored man to claim that he is entitled to have 
the white man compelled to live with him is a very un
fortunate innovation, which, far from doing him good, 
would increase a prejudice that, as you and I will thor. 
oughly agree, is most unfortunate and probably growing. 

On the other hand, to maintain that compulsory resi
dence in the freshman dormitories-which has proved a 
great benefit in breaking up the social cliques that did 
much injury to the college-should not be established for 
99112 per cent of the students because the remaining one
half of 1 per cent could not properly be included seems to 
me an untenable position. . 

There was much discussion of this decision by Harvard 
graduates and the public press .. The Board of Overseers of 
Harvard University considered the matter in connection with 
the rules of admission and a<:iopted a resolution to the effect 
that "up to the capacity of the freshman halls all members 
of the freshman class shall reside and board in the freshman 
halls, except those who are permitted by the Dean of Harvard 
College to live elsewhere.· In the application of this rule, men 
of the white and colored races shall not be compelled to live' 
and eat together, nor shall any man be excluded [from the 
freshman halls] by reason of ' his color,''' 

1 Race Relations Number, IntOl'1llR.tiOD Service, Federal Couneil of 
Church .. of Christ in America, May 6, 1923. 
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The Harvard case gives a fairly clear expontwn of motives, 
but a few additwnal questicn. ma" occur to the reader. For 
example: Would the exclusion of Negroe. from the freshman 
dormitories have prevented what President LoweU calls the 
forcing of White and Negro into .ocwl relatwns that may not 
be congenial to them' Is it the object of educatwn to estab
lish contact. between the sludent and the thing. congenial to 
him' Where does the element of coercWn come in when IUCh 
educational contact. are establuhed' 

I. it probable that, as Mr. Bruce suggests, educatwnal 
handicap. will induce considerable numbers of fair-skinned 
.. Negroes" to pass over the color line' 

I. there any particular value, from an educaticnal point of 
view, in close contact between members of different racial 
group.' If '0, wha" I. there, behind the reason. given by 
President Lowell, any other why the heads of many leading 
educational institution., .ome of them noted educator., try to 
keep their school population as nearly as possible racially 
homogeneous' Is the exclusiveness of many private schools 
mere .nobbishnes. or doe~ it contain good educational reasons' 
If '0, what are they' 

I. such a policy as that proposed at Harvard likely to spread 
to the exclu.ion of other groups' Of immigrants generally' 
Eventually of persons from different social environments, ir
respective of race' Do you know of any cases where this has 
happened' 

Is there any difference in principle between the exclusion of 
dark-skinned racial group. and the exclusion of Jews or of all 
foreign-born' Can racial and social discriminaticns be clearly 
distinguished in IUCh cases' May one type of Jew try to keep 
oui another type, one type of Negro another type, etc.' Do 
you know of .uch case.' 

123. D., an East Indian of intelligent features but dark 
skin, wanted a room in the dormitory in one of the univer
sities in the Midwest where he was a student. He was told 
that there was a regulation forbidding the giving of quarters 
there to foreign students. Later he found that no such rule 
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eDsted. He wrote to the university authorities about it but 
received no answer. He was a brilliant student, always mak
ing grade A in his studies. He also enjoyed a scholarship 
from the university. But after this experience he left the 
university in disgust. 

124. It is not only at great universities and colleges with 
thousands of students that the hue and cry of attempted race 
discrimination is apt to arise. The matter came up not long 
ago at a labor college. Its main purpose is that of preparing 
young men and women for responsible positions in trade union
ism and for participation in the labor movement generally, 
not in any narrow spirit but with 'emphasis on general cul
ture, knowledge of history and the like. Most of the students 
are sent by trade unions and their tuition fees paid by them. 

Although the college is situated equally favorably for a wide 
range of industries, and although as a matter of fact many of 
the students came from considerable distances, and in all fif
teen nationalities were represented among them, it was felt 
that too large a proportion of them were Jews to make the stu
dent body a cross section of American labor, and the sugges
tion was made that, without in any way discriminating against 
the race, the issue should be faced squarely. One factor in the 
situation was that quarters were crowded and there were 
always more applicants than could be admitted. 

The matter was laid before the students for their decision. 
After much discussion it was decided that, in the case of room 
for, say, one candidate, if two applicants were in every respect 
equally qualified for admission, preference should be given to 
the non.Jew. A small minority dissented from this decision 
and still maintains that such a rule contains the element of 
race discrimination. 

The argument of this minority is that there is no need for 
the college to be representative of the racial composition of 
American labor; that if Jewish unions are keener than others 
on securing a training for their young leaders, the possibility' 
that their enthusiasm and energy would create for them in 
time an unproportionately la'rge share in the leadership of 
American labor should not be looked upon as a calamity 
but as a natural consequence of the differences in national and 
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racial character: that to restrict this growing Jewish influence 
in the labor movement hy artificial rules could only injure the 
labor movement itself. 

However, the majority defended its decision as practical and 
reasonahle; especially also as better designed than the line of 
action proposed by the minority to gain support for the labor 
educational movement in the non-Jewish unions. 

Does it help or hinder education to have a diversity of type. 
repreaented among the student8-<J diversity, be it understood, 
nol only of color. of skin, temperaments and interests, but 
also of manners, ways of using the English language, possibly 
moral standards! What is education, anyhow! 

Relations Between Fellow Students 

The following examples illustrate the kind of problem in 
relationships that occurs when students of a race looked down 
upon as inferior are admitted to college life. 

125. Six girls were waiting for their faculty advisers. All 
were proclaimed freshmen by the length of their faces. Five 
of them drifted togcther; the sixth stood a little apart. 

Kate, one of the five, came from a family and a home in 
which you might expect, any minute, to fall over a stranger 
who had comc to a committee meeting; a home where you were 
intimate with the idea of a lady weeping at a church social 
because nobody had said he was glad to see her. Kate was 
used to meeting and thinking about "outsiders." So she left 
the group and joined the girl who stood apart. She probably 
had not noticed that the girl was a Negro until she joined 
her. Her impulse had been purely social; an awkward situa
tion had appeared and she was trying to relieve it. Susan 
responded to Kate's friendly overtures and was apparently 
soon assimilated into the group. 

The college is a very large one and the two girls did not see 
eaeh other again for several weeks. Then they met on the 
stepa of the chapel. 

"Have you a date'" said Kate, carelessly. 
The first purchase of every freshman at this college is a 

Chapel Date Book. In it you write the names of the girls 
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who offer to join you in chapel: Dates are made for weeks 
ahead. 

"Have you a date'" said Kate. 
"No," said Susan. Her face was wistful. 
Again prompted by a purely social instinct, Kate pulled 

out her date book and said, 
"I have today, but let's make two or three." 
It was impossible not to notice that the book in the hands 

of the Negro girl was entirely blank. 
Kate was not particularly observant, but it was forced on 

her attention some weeks later that, on the occasions when 
she went to chapel with Susan, none of her friends saw her, 
though by this time the place was swarming with her friends. 
Gossip from the gymnasium said that Susan always had to 
march with the teacher. Chairs next her in class always stood 
empty. 

Kate thought about the matter. Finally, with a good deal of 
repressed anger, she said to a sympathetic listener: 

"I don't mind the un-Christian part of this business. Mak
ing a whole freshman class Christian is likely to take a thou
sand years anyhow, and that's none of my business. But I 
must say I don't like the rudeness of the performance." 

Her eyes grew hard with indignation. 
"Here's a girl admitted by the college; she's working well 

and she stands well. She's here because no Negro college can 
offer her as good an education; but she's handicapped by her 
color, and the girls won't speak to her. Think of her cour
age in staying here! 

"But think, too, of the outcome. When she goes back to her 
own people to teach, what kind of contribution will she be 
able to make to racial understandings, What kind Of feelings 
will she have toward white people when we treat her in this 
way'" . 

"Have you talked to .her about it'" 
Kate stared. "Of course not," she said. "She happens 'to 

be a lady and does not talk about herself." 
"Isn't there anything you· can do'" 
"That's just the tough part. If she were white, I should 

not give her a second thought. I don't like her especially-at 
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least not more than lots of white girls whom I dodge when I 
can. But if I am even decent to her she will think perhaps 
that she haa found a friend. When she learns the truth the 
lie might cut worse than the rudeness of the other girls. I 
am sure I don't know what to do about it!" 

Well, what is the answerl Should the college have refused 
the colored girl admission in the first place' Having been 
admitted, should she be regarded aa an actual member of the 
student body I' 

Why did the class show hostility to the colored girl' Why 
did Kate really resent it, Had Kate's home influences any
thing to do with it' Do you think Susan could halle won Oller 
the girls if she had had the right kind of temperament, if 'he 
had been pleasant' Why did she go to college' Could .he 
have attained the object in some other way' Did the treat
ment she expected influence her behavior' The treatment ,he 
actually golt Will the influence of this college education on 
her character prove good or bad' 

126. In a midwestern college where the students took their 
meals in common dining-rooms, it occurred that a second-gen
eration immigrant whom we shall call .. A" was seated across 
the table from two Russian Jews. The meals were eaten hur
riedly and with little attention to manners. This probably 
encouraged a spirit of raillery which invariably culminated in 
"poking fun at the Jews." On days when the Jewish stu
dents refrained from eating certain kinds of meat, the meal
period was usually devoted exelusively to embarrassing re
marks poiuted at the Jews. As the remarks came to be more 
and more cruel in their effect, .. A" noted that the two Jew
ish students ate very little. Occasionally they absented them
selves from the dining-room . 

. The situation waa finally precipitsted into one of outward 
antagonism and friction when the two Jewish students arose 
from the table in the midst of the meal, faced their chief 
tormentors with anger, expressed their feelings in no uncer
tain terms, and left the room. Following their departure, the 
discussion at the table revolved about the desire to punish the 

• The Su""7 for September 15, 1922. 
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Jews for what was thought to be their effrontery. "A" 
alone intimated that their action was justified, but his opinion 
did not prevail. 

The incident was soon spread about the campus, and natu
rally at every telling it became enlarged and so interpreted as 
to mean that the Jews has insulted the gentiles. This anti
Jew feeling was heightened by the known opposition to "for
eign students" on the part of a popular college official There 
was talk of driving the" foreigners" off the campus, and by 
this time the term "foreigners" was used to include Negroes, 
Japanese, Chinese, and other non-American students. 

" A" at this point related the incidents which had led to 
the friction to a professor who was known to have liberal 
feeling toward foreign students. As a result of these discus
sions, it was decided to call a meeting of all foreign students 
to discuss the situation. Succeeding meetings were held until 
it became apparent that a permanent organization of all for
eign students might be helpful. During this period a few 
minor frictions occurred, but the intense emotional excitement 
diminished. The foreign students called their organization 
the Cosmopolitan Club and soon began to hold open meetings 
at which noted foreign speakers appeared. The membership 
in the club was later increased so that a certain proportion 
(one-half) of the members were Americans. The meetings 
attracted considerable attention, offered an opportunity for 
the foreign students to regain their self-respect and standing 
in the college community, and incidentally provided an educa
tional forum for dissipating misunderstandings. When it be
came known that there were over thirty foreign students in 
the student-body, this fact was even used as publicity on be
half of the college. No violence was done, and the foreign 
students gained a respected p.osition in the community. 

Frictions within the Cosmopolitan Club later developed. A." 
Egyptian student made certain objections to the Negro m~m
bers. These later frictions, however. are not germane to the 
ease under discussion and hence will not be treated further. 

Were the conditions under fL'hick the stndents were obliged 
to eat their meals in any way responswl<l for the friction that 
del'eloped! Would the situation have been avoided if tlte 
Jeu::sh students had conformed to the eating customs of the 



Educatwnal Handicap. 127 

Americans' Could they have conformed to them' Was the 
anti-foreign .entiment of the colkge official an important fac
tor' II ow was the faculty involved' 

Why did an organization of foreign students help to estab
li3h a position for individual foreigners' Could the same 
result have been achieved by other means' 

127. A Cosmopolitan Club is supposed to make no discrimi
nation between varying shades of color. Thus there was noth
ing peculiar about the fact that X., a Negro student at the 
University of ... , was a member of its Cosmopolitan Club. 
Nor was it surprising that he was well liked; he was light in 
color, a soloist at an aristocratic old Negro church and much 
in dcmand as a singer at other churches, quiet, weH-groomed. 
He belonged to what is sometimes caHed the "radical" group 
of Negroes-though now condemned as too conservative by 
others-who feel that the race has not been given a fair 
chance and pin their faith in a policy of asserting its rights 
instead of submitting to racial discrimination. 

At one of the club's social affairs, the Negro student 
brought with him a young Negro woman of his own caliber 
and danced with her but did not ask anyone else for a dance. 
At some of the next dances, another Negro couple, of the same 
type, accompanied the first couple, and they danced with each 
other; but none of the quartet approached other people with 
the request for a dance. 

The secretary of the club was a young native American boy 
of Irish descent. There were Filipino, Chinese, Japanese and 
Indian, b~sides many European members; yet there was quite 
a bit of discussion about the Negro in the club. Some of the 
foreign students were afraid th~ Americans would not. ap
prove of their club and withdraw their support if it did not 
recognize the American prejUdice against Negroes which the 
m~mbers themselves did not share. The president of the club, 
a Filipino, did not agree with this view and he waa very loath 
to take action toward the elimination of the Negro, for whom 
he persona11y had a high regard. 

The secretary. however, without consulting anyone, took 
advantage of a ruling which had only recently been made that 
members behind in their dues could be dropped. Without re
questing the Negro to bring his dues up to date, he simply 
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notified him that he was (lropped from the club for non
payment of dues. The Filipino president went to the Negro 
student and talked the matter over. The Negro was perfectly 
aware of the fact that the matter of dues was merely a subter
fuge and why he had been dropped. 

The attitude of the French-speaking group was that al
though it was a dangerous thing to discuss color lines in a 
club of that nature, due regard must be had for American 
prejudices, or other members of the club would suffer per
sonally by losing the favor of Americans. 

The general upshot of the discussion was the conviction 
that students of different races or nationalities could mingle 
on an intellectual basis, but that controversial questions arose 
out of the social mingling of all these club members. The fol
lowing year a strong faculty adviser was chosen who, so the 
report ends, seemed to be able to guide the officers and govern
ing members of the Cosmopolitan Club past these difficulties 
without further disasters. 

128. Mary Thompson, a student in a midwestern univer
sity, was a great advocate of democracy. When her sorority 
sisters criticized her for associating with girls outside the 
sorority she replied that she would choose her friends where 
she pleased, and that if the sorority did not like it she would 
tender her resignation. 

Miss Thompson was elected president of the Sociology Club, 
a group open to all students who satisfied certain scholastic 
requirements. She then abandoned the club's former policy of 
having its meetings announced in the university daily and in 
the sociology classes, but had word circulated privately. She 
did this so that colored students should not be given tp.e 
opportunity of attending these meetings as they had done in 
previous years.' " 

The teachers of the department knew what Miss Thomp
son was doing, and why. They did not remonstrate, believing 
that it was undesirabl~ to provoke a discussion on race rela
tions, which, they argued, might cause feeling; the university 
might get a bad name for being "radical" on the race ques
tion and be affected adversely when the legislature next con
sidered its budget. 
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One teacher was not satisfied with this attitude but felt 
that his efforts to teach tolerance and inter-racial good-will 
were frustrated by the apathy or hostility of his associates. The 
colored students soon learned what was going on. Their con
fidence in their teachers was reduced; they felt that the 
faculty's professions of democracy were insincere. 

Was Mary Thompson's reputation for democracy unde
served' What does the writer of this incident mean by dem
ocracy' Do you agree with that definition' Is it possible to 
be perfectly democratic in one'. relations to one group and 
yet refuse to mix with other group. on the ground that they 
are inferior' 

Is there a distinction between attendance at college and 
membership of a club at coUege' Is a club a club unless its 
members have complete freedom in choosing new members' 
Is this what happened in the case told' 

Did Mary Thompson in a "tactful" way get rid of the 
problem involved in the antagonism of some of her friends 
to persolls of col.or' Would there have been worse antagon
ism if the discussions anticipated by some members of the 
fa.cuUy had taken place' Would the presence of colored 
girls in a sociology club necessarily bring with it a discussion 
of race relations' Why were these girls at a white college' 

129. A sociology teacher in a midwestern stste university 
used to sent her students alphabetically. At the close of a 
period in which she had seated a class in this manner a white 
girl asked to have her seat changed. "I am sitting beside a 
colored ~irl." "Is she personally offensive t Does she annoy 
you t" the teacher asked. "No, but she is colored," was the 
reply. The teacher tried without avail to reason with the 
student. At the end she said that she could not fairly change 
the seats, whereupon the white girl dropped the course . 

. A similar request was made to another teacher under prac
tirnlly identical circumstances. He said to the girl who com
plained, "I am going to chan~e your seat, not because 1 think 
you are ri~ht, but because 1 do not believe that requiring you 
to keep that seat will make you see colored people in a differ
ent light. I do believe, however, that if you take another seat 
Bud stay in the class you may learn from what is said in the 
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course about race, and from seeing this colored girl as a mem
ber of this class, things which will make you change your 
mind." 

Why did the first white student refuse to sit beside a colored 
girl' Could her attitude have been changed by the action 
taken in the second case' What would be your reaction to a 
speech like that made by the second teacher' Would the girl's 
attitude have been chm'ged in the course of the semester if 
her wish had been granted withollt discussion' 

130. At a certain university in New Mexico there were not 
over a dozen Mexican students, all of them apparently of good 
family and in no way "undesirable." Yet, the university 
community, accustomed to see Mexicans live in clirt and squa
lor around the town, did not make the complete distinction 
between the students with the social environment to which 
they belonged and these laboring people with their environ
ment, a distinction which it would have made among dif
ferent classes of native Americans. As a result, the Mexican 
students, while no one refused to speak to them, were com
pletely left out of the social life of the university. A woman 
student, asked by one of these Mexican students to go to a 
school dance with him, refused to do so, not because she did 
not like him but because she felt that her social career would 
be ruined if she did not at least appear to share the common 
prejudice. 

Several years ago, the president of the university called into 
conference the representatives of all the fraternities and asked 
them why two students who were half-breed Mexicans were 
not taken in by anyone of them. Each fraternity tried to 
shift the blame, and the brothers were left out in the cold 
as before. More recently the president, realizing that none of 
the Mexican students were members of a fraternity or sorority,. 
sanctioned the formation of a new sorority on the express un
derstanding that this sorority was going to take in some M<!x
ican students. 

What relation do the ·various illustrations given in this sec
tion have to conditions outside the college' Must educational 
institutions reckon with the sentiment of the community' 
Which community-that surrounding them or that from which 
the students come, if the students come from different parts 
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of the country' Must a student expect to find different stand
ards 11t college from those accustomed to at home' 

Attitudes Toward Teachers 
A few examples will briefly illustrate problems that arise 

from tbe reflection of race traditions on attitudes toward 
teachers. The first two examples deal with teachers of the 
supposedly inferior racial group, the other two with teachers 
found guilty of interesting themselves in the education of 
such a group. 

131. A teacher of sociology in a midwestern college was 
giving a course on race problems. Among other outside speak
ers who appeared before the class was a young colored woman, 
a trained and experienced case-worker, who spoke on housing 
conditions among the colored people of the community in 
which the college was located. A few days after she had 
appeared before the class, the president of the college received 
a letter stating, "You ought to know that you have a class in 
your college, taught by a colored woman, in which intermar
riage is being advocated." The note was signed, "Two Indig
nant Mothers." As a matter of fact, the colored woman had 
said nothing on the subject of intermarriage, nor had the sub
ject of intermarriage been discussed up to that time in the 
course. 

As a result of this incident, the teacher is now very hesi
tant to use the best means at his disposal for getting to his 
students the facts to which they are entitled in a course on 
race problems. 

Did the letter writers tell a deliberate untruth1 How is the 
news of what happened in that class likely to have come to 
the",' May the lecturer in discussing housing conditions have 
said anything that suggested to some students the subject of 
i1ltermarriage' Were they looking for such allusions' 

132. A well known Negro theologian received an invitation 
to spenk before a college Y. M. C. A. in the Middle West on 
the subject of race relations. Mter he had accepted this 
invitation, anxious to make any contribution which lay within 
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his power toward a better mutual understanding between 
white and colored Americans, the president of the Y. M. C. A. 
wrote him again, acknowledging his letter and incidentally 
telling him that theirs W88 "a town that prides itself on the 
fact that it will not allow a Negro to stay in town over 
night. " He added that those in the Y. M. C. A. did not feel 
that this attitude W88 democratic and would like to hring 
ahout a more friendly relation. 

Under the circumstances it W88 difficult for the professor 
to hack out in spite of a certain anxiety as to his reception 
created hy this letter. He W88 given a most courteous hearing. 
Only one of the questions 88ked at the end of the lecture sug
gested that a veiled reference of the speaker to the Ku Klux 
Klan W88 not enthusi88tically received. The lecturer did not 
stay over night to test the hospitality of town or college. He 
W88 surprised, however, that not even a gesture of interest in 
his convenience W88 made, and that he did not receive a word 
either of thanks for his effort or of denunciation-not to speak 
of inquiries 88 regards expenses incurred, which happened 
to be heavy, since, to keep the engagement, he had been obliged 
to stay for two days in the nearest large city. 

133. Mr. Burgess, an attractive young graduate of a north
ern university, went south to teach in a college for Negro 
youth. On the Sunday morning after he took np his duties he 
went to a large church in the town. At the close of the ser
vice he W88 greeted most cordially by many persons in the 
congregation. They showed marked interest in the stranger 
and made him feel welcome in their niidst. In the course of 
his conversation with them Mr. Burgess remarked that he had 
come to Mariaville to teach in Alpha College. Immediately 
the conversation lagged, though he did not comprehend till 
later that the fact had marked significance. . 

Next Sunday Mr. Burgess ~eturned to the church· and took 
a seat in the pew which he had occupied before. Presently 
another man entered the pew, sat down, and then hastily rose 
and went to another part of the church. Mr. Burgess sat 
alone in a pew surrounded by other empty pews. After the 
service he was ignored by every one. He never again re-
turned to that church. . 
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134. An American of Italian birth and his Ameri~n-born 
wife came to San Francisco from the East. He was in busi
ness and his wife was a teacher of elocution and dramatics. 
Asked by a social agency to teach a Japanese girl who had 
shown marked dramatic talent, she gladly assented. 

One day this woman noticed in the parlor of the hotel 
whcre she was staying that an American woman' with whom 
she had had some friendly chats turned abruptly away and 
cut her. She went up to her and asked for an explanation. 
"I have heard that you have a Japanese pupil," replied the 
other. "And why," asked the easterner in astonishment, 
"should my having a Japanese pupil prevent you from speak
ing to me'" "Because I don't like Japanese." "What rea
son have you for disliking the Japanese'" "I don't know, 
--," replied the one-time friend, evidently searching for a 
good reason; "but I hate the Japanese and "-with a vicious 
inflection and Bweeping out of the room, "and I hate Italians." 

Why did the southern community object to Mr. Burgt$s' 
What attitude toward him&elf and his work had he expected' 
Was he likely to fare better in another church of the same 
town' 

What is likely to have been the effect of the various rebuffs 
admini..tered in these incidents to teachers of foreign groups 
on the subsequent effectiveness of their workt 

Can occasional lecturt$ by members of the despised group 
contribute anything to the education of the dominant group 
which its regular leader cannot supply him&elf' 

Filld the real motive, 80 far as the sketchy account permits, 
for the action of the California woman. Did she really hate 
Japanese people, Or did she only hate having them taught' 
Do you like moral delinquents' Would you cut an acquaint
ance on discovering that he or she was teaching sllch persons' 
1, that a parallel situation to that described in example No. 
134r 

After College-What? 

To eom"lde this chapter, a little thought should be given 
to the attitudes toward persons of an nssumedly inferior race 
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who have succeeded in acquiring an education and try to 
make use of it, sometimes only for their own benefit, often 
also with the major aim of helping in the advancement of 
their own group. 

, 135. In a southern city, a young East Indian who had 
graduated from one of the American universities, went to the 
public library to spend the afternoon reading. He was re
fused admittance. He told the chief librarian that he was 
from India and that he was a graduate of an American uni
versity. But his explanation did not help him. Not only was 
he not admitted but he was warned never to come to the 
library again. 

136. A colored college student returned to his home after 
spending the year at a college in Atlanta. Several white boys 
met him on the street and said to him: "Since you are one of 
them college niggers, don't you think all the niggers ought 
to be in slavery f" When the colored boy told them that if 
slavery was so desirable they themselves might go into slavery 
voluntarily, they threatened him. Since that time he has not 
been able to return to his home. His family has moved to 
the North. 

137. A colored college professor went to a hotel in a south
ern city to bring a foreign visitor out to his school. Three 
white men sitting in the lobby told him to take off his hat. 
He refused to do so as all the other men in the lobby had 
their hats on. The three men threatened him with violence. 
The clerk asserted his neutrality in the affair. The colored 
man left the hotel. 

138. A northern professional man temporarily residiI\g in 
the South made the acquaintance of a very light mulatto, a 
graduate of the same eoIJege, a member of Phi Beta Kappa, a 
man of unusual attainments and culture, connected with one 
of the southern colleges for Negroes. Though they met fre
quently during two years and ·the colored man had a charming, 
cultured wife and delightful home, he felt unable to offer the 
white man the hospitality of his home. Both men at their 
college or anywhere in the North would without question 
have met in each other's homes. But because of the effect 
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which the acceptance of his hospitality wonld have on the 
other's social position in this southern community, the col
ored man refrained from extending it. 

Why the antagtmism to educated colored men displayed in 
these examples' I. it identical with the antagonism to men 
of the despised race who have been economically successful; 
or is a somewhat different factOf" involved in these cases' 

The topics discussed in this chapter invite a number of 
major considerations of education in its relation to racial 
attitudes. 

Is there, in America, a widespread general attitude of 
jealousy between different racial groups, expressing itself in 
the denial of educational opportunities' Or is such denial, 
where it exists, based on a sense of economy, the belief that 
to try and educate certain races is wasted effort, Or is it 
based on dislike of increased personal contacts with members 
of the supposedly inferior races' 

Is educational scgregation necessarily discriminatory as re
gards opportunities provided' Can the educational apparatus 
of a modern community easily be duplicated, so as to make it 
available to two racial groups' Do you know of communi
ties where there are at least three racial groupings for each 
of which separate provision would have to be made to ensure 
equal opportunities (as, for instance, Whites, Negroes and 
American Indians)' 1. tltis economically practicable' 

Doe" non·segregation of children of different races ensure 
equal educational opportunities' Can race be eliminated as 
a factor in the school system if it remains an important factor 
in the social attitudes of the community' Are there many 
pare"ts It,ho want the schoo~ to be democratic but who want 
rigorously to limit the assoC1ations of their children out of 
sc110011 Are they primarily thinking of race div<sians when 
they forbid their children to play, .ay, with Armenians or 
with Jews' Of cultural divisions' I. the cultural influo .. ce 
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of the home hampered by indiscriminate associations of the 
child on street and playground but not by such associations 
in school' 

Can people be expected to vote schools for the chadren of 
another race when those available for their own children are 
as yet inadequate' Do people refuse to vote school bonds 
because the school to be erected is in another part of town 
and will not immediately benefit their own ch,ldren' What 
do you think of this argument: "Better teachers and a langer 
school term for white ch.1dren in the South Will do more for 
the colored people just now than schools for Negroes'" 

Supposing one racial group were mentally much inferior 
to the dominant group in the community; would it be likely 
to benefit from concentration of educational opportunities 
upon children of the dominant group' What would happen 
if in your community better schools and teachers were pro
vided for the bright chadren and the dull ones were Bent 
home or to work' 

Is it poss-ible for a racial group to rise culturally through 
efforts made on its behalf' Do the various Christian de
nominations and ph'lanthropic organizations which support 
institut,ions for the training of Negro teachers counteract an 
inltigorating experience of self-education on the parl of the 
Negro race' What is the effect of their action on the white 
Soutkt 

Are there colleges especially adjusted to the particu/{Ir fleeds 
of colored or foreign-borfl stUdents' What are their particu
lar fleeas' la association with native white Americ<lns tine of 
them' Can Negroes gel just as good a higher education ,in 
Negro imtitutiom' 

Are our colleges becomiflg less American through the in
flux of ch,1dren of foreign-born parents' What do you mean 
by American' Of what sper>ial values, if any, do the older 
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educational institutions believe themselves to be the custodi
ans' Are these merely imaginary values' Can cultural 
values be preserved by a system of exclusion' 

What part does the fear of intermarriage play in the an
tagonism displayed in some of the examples to the equaliza
tion of educational opportunities, or to the non-segregation 
of races in education' Is there any clear division of race 
policies behind the various forms of segregation or partial or 
non-segregation to be found in American education' 



CHAPTER VI 

Social Handicaps 
8u ftOte on top of page 1 

It is sometimes argued that the injustices of the handicaps 
imposed on different racial groups in our American life lie 
in the transference of distinctions which are perfectly proper 
in social intercourse to relationships in which they are not 
proper, such as legal status or educational and vocational 
opportunities. It is argued that what is wrong is not the 
existence of a line of division between races, but that this line 
instead of being vertical, assuring to each full self-develop
ment, is horizontal, depriving one race of the opportunities 
enjoyed by another and assigning to it a definitely inferior 
status in society. The present section should be studied espe
cially with that difference in mind: Can social distinctions 
be maintained without unjust educational, civic and voca
tional distinctions' Or, to put it another way, does the gradual 
eradication of the obstacles to a full self-development 
necessarily involve the complete extinction of aU differences 
and a social intermingling of all groups' 

Housing 

We will start with the most effectual form of social dis
crimination, that of coercive segregated housing. 

139. A southern college for Negroes some years ago .had 
bought a piece of land which was separated from the campus 
by the grounds of a hospital, not a part of the institution 
but on friendly relations with it. 

A dilapidated old mansion which was on the land was 
torn down, the grounds were regraded and reseeded with 
grass, and plans were drawn for a group of dwelling houses 

138 
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for married teachers in the form of a hollow square opening 
away from the street. Then work was begun on the first of 
the cottages. 

When the question came up as to who should occupy it, the 
choice fell upon a white teacher and his wife, an elderly cou
ple much respected by every one, who had expressed a desire 
to keep house so that they might on occasion entertain guests 
for the school. Because of ill health, however, while the 
house was still under construction, they had to give up the 
idea of housekeeping and their claim to the cottage. 

The next family on the list was a colored family, the man 
a graduate of the institution, now holding an important office 
in it, with an attractive, sensible wife and two children. The 
responsible committee and the head of the school agreed that 
this family was most entitled to the new home, which was 
accordingly assigned to them, and they made their prepara
tions to move into it as soon as it would be finished. 

A few months before that date, the president received a 
letter, courteously but quite positively phrased, from a white 
citizen who lived across the street from the land under devel
opment, protesting against the assignment of the new house 
to a colored family. The institution, which for many years 
had been living on the most friendly relations with its neigh
bors, replied that the house had been quite definitely assigned 
and that no change in its disposition could be made unless 
in view of the protestsnt's attitude the prospective tenant 
preferred to relinquish his claim upon it. 

This proved to be the case. The colored officer and his fam
ily had no desire to fight the matter out, though they were 
told quite plainly by the school authorities that legally and 
morally they were entitled to the house and that, if they 
wished to stand upon their rights, the school would see the 
matter through. The house was assigned to another white 
fainily of the staff, and the colored officer and his family 
have since had an even better house built for them on the 
• .ampus, which they are now occupying in peace and 
happiness. 

It was made quite plain to the man who offered the protpst 
that the school would not consider a policy of excluding col
ored people permanently from the tract in question. He on 
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his part explained that there would be no objection, on his 
own part or that of other neighbors, if after all the houses 
were completed and most of them first filled with white fam
ilies, one or two Negro families were to occupy some of those 
houses later_ It was the proposal to iustall a Negro family 
on a site previously occupied by a prominent white family 
that had aroused resentment. Other white neighbors added 
that there would have been less likelihood of a protest if the 
site had been more evidently a part of the campus instead 
of being separated from it by the hospital site. 

Why was the residence of a colored family in this new de
velopment resented' Why did the objector withdraw his ob
jection in case that white families first occupied the new 
dwellings' 

140. Mr. P., a rising young business man, refined, with a 
love of the out-of-doors, was asked why he was trying to sell 
his house in a suburban community. He had bought the house 
only about two years before and made a nice home there with 
his wife and three young children. There seemed to be no 
reason why he should want to leave. He said, for one thing, 
they could not get any help, except persons of the shiftless 
type who come and go. A Mrs. T. was mentIOned to him, a 
widow living in the neighborhood who made it a practice to 
come in and look after the household of servantless women 
when they wanted to go off for a day and leave some one in 
charge. He said they had tried to get Mrs. T., but she had 
mentioned the prohibitive charge of $2.50 an hour; she went 
to other people's houses for $.75 an hour, and he had been 
informed by one of the neighbors that the difference in her 
rates was due to her dislike of Jews and her desire not to 
offend by a direct refusal. 

Mr. P. said his wife had heen brought up among gentil~s 
and all her friends were gentiles. Nearly every one in the 
neighborhood seemed to like her, and people were pleasant to 
him, too. Neighbors often came in to borrow something or 
other, or ask for some other slight favor, but they made DQ 
social advances. One neighbor had come in to sell him tickets 
for a dance of the tennis club. When he expressed an inter
est in the club he was told that unfortunately he could not be 
invited to join; of course there was no objection whatever 
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to him or Mrs. P., hut there was a strong prejudice against 
Jews among some of the members, and any ten of them could 
blackball a candidate for membership. A new soeial club 
was started to which practically all the women in the street 
were invited; Mrs. P. was not asked to join but was told in 
confidence that the members had nothing against her but were 
afraid that if she joined other Jewish women would have to 
be invited too. Although practically every property owner 
in the neighborhood belonged to the local improvement asso
ciation, Mr. P. had not, during the two years of his residence, 
been a.ked to join or invited to attend a meeting. 

He said he personally did not mind being ostracized, as he 
had plenty of pleasant social relationships in the city, but it 
was not very nice for his wife who, because of the children, 
was ohliged to spend almost all of her time at home and who 
wus the more affected by the attitude of the neighbors since 
she had never experienced anything like it before. He was 
going to get out if he eould do so without too much loss. 

Would the antagonism to the P. family have died down, had 
they stuck it out a little longer' Were they foo/uh to expect 
neighborliness in a gentile neighborhood' Is it likely that 
admission of Mrs. P. to the social club would have swamped 
the club with membership applications by and on behalf of 
undesirable Jews' 

141. A. and his wife were born in Italy and have four chil
dren, all of them born in America. Having prospered in the 
conntry of his adoption, A. moved with his wife and two 
children, aged twenty and twenty-two, into an apartment in 
an exclusive neighborhood. He obtained a year's lease for 
this apartment. When at the end of the year he wished to 
renew it, the landlord refused the application, saying that 
many complaints had been made by other tenants and neigh
bors that A. was a "foreigner," and that the food cooked in 
tile apartment produced a bad odor which penetrated into 
other apartments. 

Moreover, he, the landlord, did not wish it to be known that 
he had rented an apartment to Italians, because this would 
certainly depreciate the value of the building and the neigh
horhood. The landlord was very courteons and concluded by 
saying that he knew that A. ar<i his family were nice in man-
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ners and appearance; but, he said, he could not very well 
.. explain them" to every one in the neighborhood and he could 
not alford to renew the lease. 

142. The Italian Government was about to open a sub-eon
suIate in the city of Portland, and Signor V. was assigned to 
the post of Vice-Consul He was a man of fine and keeu intel
ligence, tall and pleasing in appearance, and a gentleman in 
every sense of the word. He had a very attractive wife, and I 
believe, two children. In keeping with hia position, Signor V. 
naturally desired to live in a good section of the city. Know
ing that I had an entree into some American circles, he asked 
me to help him find a suitable residence. I was glad of thia 
opportunity, for thia was exactly the kind of service that I 
cared to render. I assured him that we would certainlv be 
able tbrough some of our friends to find a desirable dwelling 
for him and hia family. 

We started on our hunt, in the majority of eases Signor V. 
accompanying me. We went to real estate agents, to friends, 
and to houses having the .. For Rent" sign up, but everywhere 
we were turned down. It was exceedingly embarrassing for 
me, for I had assured my friend that in a brief time we would 
be able to find something for him. I could not understand 
what the difficulty was. There were some houses which the 
Yice-Consul could have had, but they were located in unde
sirable parts of the community and were generally unat
tractive. 

Finally I discovered that the chairman of the Committee 
which was in charge of the Mission I was serving had a house 
for rent. Immediately I went to him, feeling assured that if 
anybody in the whole city would make it possible for the 
VIce-Consul to have a decent. place to live in, he w.ould. I. 
called on him ouly to find that even the chairman of the Com
mittee was not ready to rent a house to the Italian Vice-Consul. 

.. And why'" I asked, almost in anger. "Because the 
neighbors would object to having an Italian (pronouncing the . 
• I' long) next door to them:.." Then for the first time I 
understood what the difficulty- had been. I was greatly cha
grined and Signor V. was greatly humiliated, and was finally 
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obliged to locate in one of the worst sections of the city, in the 
midst of the Italian colony.' 

143. Mr. Anderson, a well-to-do Negro contractor, pur
chased a fine home in a desirable residential section of a north
ern city. When the white neighbors heard of this they offered 
to buy the property from him at an advance in price. They 
argued that he should not live in a neighborhood where he was 
not wanted. Mr. Anderson replied that he certainly did not 
wish to force his company upon persons who did not care 
for it, but he did not feel that in buying and occupying a 
home he was doing that. He intended to mind his own busi
ness and not molest his neighbors in any way, but he saw no 
reason for selling his new home. 

For many months after he occupied the house Mr. Ander
son was subjected to all sorts of persecution. His lawn was 
frequently strewn with tin cans and other rubbish, for in
stance, and he received letters threatening to blow up the 
house. Through all this time Mr. Anderson maintained a dig
nified quiet. Gradually the neighbors came to realize that 
neither he nor his family was offensive. They did not give 
noisy parties or otherwise disturb the neighborhood. On the 
contrary, they were improving the property by setting out 
shrubs and beautifying it in other ways. Ae a result hostility 
became less active. It did not altogether cease. 

The following two examples should be read together, since 
they illustrate the connection between segregation and differ
entiation in rents and prices charged members of "undesir
able" racial groups. The first was gathered by the Philadel
phia Health Council and Tuberculosis Committee in 1922, the 
second is told by Bernard J. Newman, managing director of 
the Philadelphia Housing Association: 

144. We are told that many colored people, such as physi
cians, nurses, social workers, cannot buy a house suitable to 
live in, because houses that are comfortable and habitable 
would not be sold to them because of their color. Also it is a 
fact that in many real estate offices the agents tell colored 

'O.n,tanUno M. POllnli., The Soul .f an ImmigrlUlt. Macmillan 
00., 1921, p. 205. . 
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pe?ple that they cannot rent houses in certain neighborhoods, 
neighborhoods many of them now thickly settled by Negroes. 

Approximately ten years ago a colored minister bought a 
house at 51st and Cbestnut Streets. He purchased the house 
from white people. People living in the neighborhood stoned 
the property, and in other ways attacked the property. The 
colored purchaser never moved in, but resold the property to 
white people. He bought a house later at 42nd Street and 
Powelton Avenue. 

A colored probation officer employed by the city bought a 
house at 36th and Ellsworth Streets. People in the neigh
borhood entered the house and took her silver and linen. They 
were openly hostile to her. She, however, still lives in the 
house she bought. In September, 1923, two colored nurses 
bought a house on Cumberland Street in the 2400 block. Peo
ple in the neighborhood broke the windows, disconnected the 
bath tub, turned on the water in the house, wrote K. K. K. on 
the wall and woodwork. These colored nurses, I believe, are 
still living in the house they bought. Recently a Negro bought 
a house on 26th and York Streets. Before he moved in, he 
received a number of threatening letters, but nevertheless he 
moved in, and announced his intention of living there with 
the protection of a rifle. -

It is an occasional thing for a colored person who is very 
light to do the preliminary work in renting a house, even going 
so far as to sign a lease for colored people who would other
wise not have been able to rent the property. 

The colored people say that the people with the most preju
dice against them seem to be the Irish and that the Italians 
seem to be tolerant. I am told in such districts as Christian 
Street, between 19th and the Schuylkill, the Irish were in 
possession within the past ten years, but that now: Negroes 
have taken this district. In turn they are being forced oui 
by the Italians, who are buying the property. 

While these instances are more indicative of racial prejudice 
than the housing conditions, they do show the housing difficul
ties presented to Negro families. It is very difficult for them' 
to move to better themselves, lind the personS owning property 
tenanted by Negroes are aware of this. 
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145. On January 7th, 1924, an inspection was made at 1942 
N. 21st Street. At that time, the house was occupied by 
three white American families, one of which was renting the 
house for $60 a month, and subletting one room on the sec
ond floor for $20 a month and two rooms on the third floor 
for $25 a month. In April, 1924, an inspector found the 
house occupied by three colored families, each paying rent 
separately to the agent. The first floor now pays $45 a month, 
the second pays $12.50 a week or $56.25 a month, and the third 
Hoor $12.50 a week or $56.25 a month, making the total rent 
from the house $157.50.' 

Is the purpose of the high rents charged Negroes and for
eigner. to make a maximum profit or to keep out a race con
sidered undesirable' What was the effect of a large flood of 
N pgro laborers and their families from the South on the Phila
delphia situation' 

Do you know of similar .ituations in other cities' Would 
a general housing program, ensuring an adequate number of 
homes for the total popUlation, suffice to prevent rent profit
eering, Would white people willingly vacate blocks when 
Negroes or foreigners come in if homes equally good or 
better were available elsewhere' 

Public Conveyance 

Closely related to the matter of housing is that of transpor
tution. In the examination of the causes that had led to 
the Chicago riots, for instance, it was found that the mass
illg of the Negro population in a fcw central sections of the 

lit i. pertinent, 88Y1 Mr. Newman, while considering rental rates in 
relation to Negro tenants, to sa,. that we have not hitherto lound rental 
rat", in areu oceupied by both Negroee and white. appreciably higher 
tor the former. We have made three eomprebenaive surveys in the past 
in lOeb areaa. However, in December, 1923, when our last rent atudy wu 
made, we did find that Negro rentala had inereallod more than renta1.a 
tor white families ot the lame economic grade. This, I believe, is due 
more to the es:traordinary recent inllux ot Negroes and ill a reaction to 
the houling Ihortage rather than racial prejudice. There are individual 
eu8ll, ot eoulIe, where prejudice reacts against expanaion of the Negro 
population. 
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city meant an enormous amount of travelling to and from 
work on street cars and friction resulting, in part at least, 
from the crowding in the cars.' 

146. When the car came within the thickly settled portion 
of the city it was fairly well filled with white people and 
Negroes. A sign prominently displayed allotted the front of 
the car to the whites and the rear to the blacks. No special 
line denoting the point of separation was apparent, but the 
matter seemed to be generally understood, and the rear of the 
car was crowded with Negroes while several seats were unoc· 
cupied in the forward part. 

A Negro man and woman, apparently husband and wife, 
entered the car. The man presented the appearance of a 
prosperous business or professional man. He was a light mu
latto, well dressed and dignified in manner; and his wife, even 
lighter in complexion than he, tall and dignified in bearing, 
was, with one exception, easily the best attired and most dis
tinguished-looking woman in the car. Although in general 
appearance a member of the white race, she was nevertheless 
compelled by the "Jim Crow" regulations to undergo the 
humiliation of standing among a crowd of ordinary Negro 
laborers in the rear of the car, debarred by the iron rule of 
caste from availing herself of one of the unoccupied seats.' 

Few people who have not observed them realize the difficul
ties, expense and hardships involved in the southern segrega
tions in railroad travel. 

147. A woman student writes: 
Have any of you seen a "Jim Crow" carT In case you have 

not, let me describe one. A year ago I was returning 
from a certain southern town to the city of W. At 
a junction in North Carolina it was necessary for me to
enter the Jim Crow car. The "car was up next to the engine 
and was ouly about half the length of a regular coach. 'Up 

• This condition haa not yet been BllbotantiaJly ehanged; and dietr ... · 
ing atories ot race friction occasioned by crowding ot public eonveyaneea . 
come from Chicago. 

, William P. Pickett, op. cit., p. 1~3. 
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over the door was a placard with the word" colored" printed 
on it. The car was very filthy and the air was nauseating. 
You had to get on the car the best way you could as there was 
not any step to help you on. On entering the car I looked 
around for a decent place in which to sit-as I did not see 
any, I purchased a paper from a newsboy who was passing 
outside and covered the seat. In one corner of the coach 
there were two brakemen smoking some very cheap cigars; a 
third conductor was chewing a wad of tobacco and reading a 
newspaper, while at regular intervals he tried to see how far 
he could spit. A colored woman in another part of the car 
was alternating eating peanuts, bananas and oranges. Ima
gine the air full of the odor of peanuts, oranges, bananas and 
coal and tobacco amoke. 

I was in this car for abou~ five hours. Finally we came to 
a station where I had to change cars. I entered the station 
and went to the ticket agent and asked when the train was 
due for W. As the man did not answer, I thought that he 
had not heard and asked the question the second time. At 
this he looked up and said in a rather exasperated manner, 
"Damn it, I don't know. It may come in three hours and 
it may come in six. Just wait until it does." I turned away. 
Just behind me there was a white man who asked the same 
qucstion. I heard the ticket agent say in a very courteous 
manner that the train was due in four hours, but that it was 
usually an hour or so late. 

It was then eight P. M. and I was tired and hungry. I 
looked around for a place in which to eat. The waiter in the 
smull, dingy dining room told me that there was a place in 
the rear for colored patrons, and that one entered by a side 
door. I walked out and went around to the rear of the build
ing. I entered a very dirty little room. Two tables were 
pushed up against the wall, the floor was covered with cigar 
stubs and other filth. I turned away in disgust as I could 
not eat there. I went into the station again and decided to 
muke the best of everything. I took a book from my bag and 
tried to forget my discomfort in reading. 

148. At the time of the war a northern colored man was 
commissioned in the U. S. Army. He was ordered to proceed 
to the School of Fire at Fort Sill, Oklahoma. Since the jour-
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ney to Fort Sill would take several days, he naturally took a 
Pullman sleeping-car. At a small town in Oklahoma, although 
wearing the uniform of an officer of the U. S. Army, he was 
dragged from the train, beaten, thrown into jail, fined next 
morning for disturbing the peace and sent out of town on the 
Jim Crow car. 

149. An elderly colored woman of Oklahoma was in very 
poor health. She was directed by her physician to go to St. 
Louis to consult a specialist. A white friend bought a Pullman 
ticket for her and her daughter, upon eondition that both 
would remain in their drawing-room with the door closed and 
shades down till the train reached St. Louis. After the train 
had gone a number of miles it stopped at a division point and 
the train crews were changed. When the new conductor went 
through the car he rapped on t.he drawing-room door. The 
daughter opened the door just a crack and pushed out the 
tickets. The conductor insisted upon entering, however, to 
make sure that there were not more than two persons in the 
room. A few minutes later a number of men came in from a 
day coach, gave the women a tongue-lashing and allowed them 
two minutes in which to collect their belongings and start for
ward to the Jim Crow car. 

Do yau enjoy traveling' Wauld you enjoy it under the 
circumstances described by the w07lUln student' Does the Jim 
Crow law, where it operates, narrow the Negro', opportuni
tu.s of education' Of trade' Is it a safeguard against inti
mate association between whites and Negroes' Is it conve
nient for the white traveler' Could regulations be made to 
prevent the special hardships describ.ed in these examples' 
Would they work' Do such hardships as told in the last ex
ample necessarily result frQm segregation in passenger traffic1 

Breaking Bread 
Many persons declare that they can trade, argue, work, 

weep, laugh and pray with those of another race, but that 
they cannot eat with them. Indeed, the breaking of bread, 
,,·hether because of some inherent psychological factor diffi
cult to isolate or because of association with religious con' 
cepts, has become a sort of s.ymbolical act of intimacy which 



Social Handicaps 149 

in many cases is the last bulwark of segregation when all other 
defenscs have fallen. Here are some typical experiences: 

150. A party of delegates to a national convention entered 
one of the more modest restaurants in Washington. A Negro 
was a member of tbe party. A waiter took the order but was 
a long time in carrying it out. Finally, the manager of the 
restaurant came to speak to a white member of the party. "Is 
the Negro your guide!" he asked. "If not, he cannot eat 
with you in this restaurant." The white man indignantly 
replied that the Negro was his friend-although he had only 
met him a little while before; and the whole party marched 
out. 

151. An East Indian who attended a religious convention 
in Washington a few years ago, among other incidents, tells 
the following: One day he walked into a cheap restaurant and 
ordered milk and sandwiches. After a while the waiter came 
back with the sandwiches but brought no milk. To an inquiry 
about the milk, he replied, "We cannot sell you milk." The 
Indian thought this curious .. nd asked whether there was a 
general boycott on milk in the national capital because of 
some dispute with the dairy men or whether there was some 
peculiar sanitary regulation under which restaurants were 
deprived of the privilege of selling this wholesome beverage. 
The waiter told him that if he went around the corner and 
half.way up the block, he would find a restaurant that would 
sell him milk. 

After more questions by the Indian, whose curiosity had 
become thoroughly aroused by his air of mystery, the waiter 
at last confessed that in a white restaurant they were not 
supposed to sell to colored people-though he seemed inclined 
to think it rather a silly regUlation. The Indian then ex
plained that he was not a Negro and showed him his dele
gllte's badge, telling who he was. Now the waiter profusely 
apologized. But what must have been his feelings when, be
fore leaving, his customer declared: "Well, I am an Indian
but I'm a colored man for all that-as you can see!" 

152. The young woman had just received her M. A. degree 
Ihllt day, so she and her hushand decided that for once they 
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would go out for dinner to celebrate. She weut ahead and 
ordered the dinner as her husband was delayed somewhat at 
the office. 

The restaurant was a large and beautifl,ll one, and she was 
glad that this, their first "bat" since they had come to town, 
was to take place here. She looked around, and as she did 
so she saw her husband at the door. However, the head waiter 
had stopped him and they were talking. Soon the head waiter 
earne toward her, while her husband waited at the door. 

"I am very sorry, madam, but you see,-" he hesitated
"when ytnl came in, we did not know. But your husband,
he is so dark. We thought ytnl were Cuban." The man was 
very red now, and the girl's light mulatto cheeks were crim
son too. Without a word, she went to the door to join her 
husband. 

Together they walked down the street, silent and unhappy. 
The fun of the "bat" was gone, gone the joy of the M. A., 
in a world where the color of faces was paramount. 

153. The staff of a social agency in an eastern city were in 
the habit of lunching together at the office. When a colored 
worker joined the staff, it did not occur to the head executive 
to exclude the newcomer from this privilege or even to men
tion the matter in advance. So when the colored social worker 
sat down to lunch with the others, there was a distinct feeling 
of resentment and of embarrassment. Owing to the unpleas
antness of the situation, the staff luncheons were abandoned 
soon afterwards. 

Since then white and colored social workers have worked 
togetber for several years under the auspices of this agency, 
and their professional contact has been a most pleasant and 
cordial one. Having learned to respect each other profes
sionally, the workers of the two races have lately joined in 
staff picnics and other parties without any question of dis'
crimination coming up at all even in private discussion.' . 

1 The executive attributes. her failure in the first instance and her 
eventual success in seeuring a cordial relationship between the white aDd 
colored workers to the fact that it was a mistake to assume that aoeia1 
recognition eould precede professional recognition. 
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What socia! connotations does sitting together at table have' 
[See also examples Nos. 25, 26, 27, 46, 93 and 126.] Does it 
lower the barriers of socia~ status' Does it affect your 
appetite more to have an unpleasant person sit near, or to 
have him touch your food' 

If people say that their appetite leaves them the moment a 
colored man sits down at their table but do not mind having 
their food prepMed and served by colored men, are they 
necessarily insincere' How do you account for this seemingly 
irrational disparity of feeling' 

What is your own feeling in the matter' Would you rather 
have a good meal in a Negro inn (assuming you are white) 
or a poor one in a white lwstelry, Find the reason for your 
preference or lack of preference, on the basis of the discussion 
in the first two chapters. 

Hotels 

Segregation and exclusion policies in hotels must also be 
considered in this connection. 

154. It was a morning in June when the telephone rang and 
Mrs. X. Y. Z., from N. Y. C., was on the wire. (Don't fret, 
her husband was right there.) In the course of conversation 
she inquired where did I intend to go for my vacation, and 
I answered, "To the same place that I went last summer." 

"But," she immediately came back, "you can't go there." 
"Why'" I inquired. 
"Because they don't want any Jews there. And that is 

why we are not going there this year." 
"But that is impossible," I asserted. "Who told you 

thllt' " 
"I know that they have it on their circulars," was her 

pnr.ting warning. 
I assured my fricnd that I would look into the matter and, 

unlike my customary promises, wrote to the hotel for my res
ervlltion that very evening. I had reason to believe that the 
answer of the proprietor would evince the policy of the house. 
The reply was cordial and courteous and not a word anywhere 
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to substantiate the claim that Jews were not wanted there. 
My estimate of myself then exceeded all bounds. I dreamed 
that ocean front and mountain top vied with each other for 
my pillow, but in wakefulness I waited patiently to take my 
dip in the sea. 

At the hotel a few weeks later I found many of my friends 
of the year before-members of the same covenant. I felt 
convinced that the information imparted on the 'phone was 
empty rumor and gave it no more thought. 

But truth will break through rocks. 
I was sitting on a bench, watching the waves foam inward 

onto the shore, when the news came to me that the hotel did 
look with ill-favor upon Jewish patronage. This time from 
an eye-witness, who claimed to have seen it black on white. 
I told him that I would inquire personally into the matter 
and act accordingly. 

In my conference with the hotel manager shortly after, I 
asked him point-blank, "Do you discriminate against Jews f" 

" Yes!" he answered me unhesitatingly. 
"Whyf" was my next. 
"To save my house from becoming a second-class hotel," he 

replied. Then big talk followed. "I am not prejudiced 
against the Jewish people," he assured me. "I have no race 
hatred. All the people are the same to me. They are all wel
come to my house. But it is to my special interest to see that 
all my guests can be readily amalgamated into a wholesome, 
congenial, social group; that there are no colonies in the hotel 
proper, and that no finger is pointed .at one another. This is 
impossible when you admit Jews indiscriminately. And that 
is exactly what happened ~ast year. 

"You remember," he said, as he pulled the chair toward 
me, "we had a good many Jewish families here last year. 
But they did not fit in. ABd I lost a good deal of the non
Jewish clientele on account of it. I was compelled, therefore, 
in self-defense, to take a stand in the matter, and this i:s our 
policy: Those people,. Jews or non-J ews, whose presence here 
will create no friction, present no problem, accentuate no dif
ferences, are more than welcome. But that class of people 
which for one reason or another does not fit in and creates dis-
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harmony, is unwelcome. Hence, those Jews whom we know 
and who are acceptable, we are more than glad to receive. 
Those we don't know, we advise when they apply that at this 
hotel 'Christian clientele is preferred.' You see, then, we 
have nothing. against the Jews. It's not prejudice-it's busi
nessi" 

" And I have nothing against yon," I told him. "Business 
is bUBineAs. But you won't mind, I am sure," I added, "if 
I leave this hotel for one where I will be spared the painful 
process of discovering what class of Jews I belong to!" 

"But why should you leavel" he inquired anxiously. "You 
know quite well that you are welcome here." 

"Perhaps," I answered him. "But I know that you dis
criminate against a certain class of Jewish people, and I 
know that you made a mistake in me. For I am just one of 
those discriminated against. And to save you from further 
embarrassment I'll move on to the next hotel where they take 
Jewish money indiscriminately!" 

This out of my mouth, I ran up the stairs to the second 
Boor, packed my grip, and came down to order a taxi to take 
me somewhere. At that time the manager asked me to grant 
him a few minutes to talk things over. We sank into two soft 
chairs, with the manager in the leading role, and thus he 
spoke: 

"If I am blackballed from a lodge would that be reason 
for me to have a grudge against its members I If a country 
club would not have me as a member should I wage incessant 
warfare againRt it!" I was ready to answer him. But he 
carried on. " The Jews are a peculiar people. There is much 
that I admire in them. They possess traits not discernible in 
any other race that comes to America. In some respects they 
are unique, and still they create a problem." 

""'bat do you mean I" I inquired. 
. "This is what I mean. The Jewish immigrant ripens in 
America before any other. He is a hot-house product. And 
this is perhaps the source of friction in America. He pushes 
himself forward more through his money than through his 
culture. " 
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That was rather a new discovery for me, and so I urged 
him on. 

"An Italian, for example, comes to America," he con· 
tinued, "and he remains in his colony eking out an existence, 
He seldom earns more than a livelihood and advances little 
above his immediate environment. The second generation is 
more' American' than 'Italian.' The third is an Americanized 
product, and if he has money and is a gentleman he can 
mingle in the best of society. He has become, through a slow 
process, one of them. The same is true of the Irish, Greek, 
Pole, or any other element that seeks the shores of America. 
Only the third or fourth generation conld possess the means, 
the wherewithal to travel in what we call 'good society.' To 
expect an Italian, for example, who reached America fifteen 
years ago, penniless and without the language of the land, to 
come to this hotel with his family for a summer vacation, is 
to expect the impossible. He conld hardly have the means 
such an enterprise involves. Shonld he by accident become 
possessed of fortune he would know that he needs something 
more than money to meet people on an equal basis at a first
class summer hotel. He would, therefore, go to a hotel of 
his kind. But if, perchance, such guests should come here, 
and they would become a problem, the management wonld 
then be compelled in self-defense to answer such as might 
apply for rooms, 'American clientele is preferred.' 

"By American clientele we do not mean, of course, only 
those who came over on the Mayflower and their patrician 
offspring. But we do mean a class of people who not only 
possess money but also manners, and whose habits are not 
incompatible with a huge bank account; 

"But the Jew is different. And you must give the devil 
his due. He comes to America and begins to push. Whether 
it is a push-cart, a wagon, or a baby carriage matters not., 
He is constantly on the push. First it is the push-cart, then 
it is the retail store, then it is'the department store,' then it 
is the wholesale enterprise. First it is Grand Street, then. it 
is Harlem, then it is the Bronx, then it is Riverside Drive, 
and the fashionable hotelfQr the summer. They push to make 
money and they push to spend it. This has been particularly 
evident in the last few years. 'Some of them made fortunes, 
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and the leading hotels became their Mecca. And you must 
have observed a good bit of it here last year. But while they 
are all able to meet the expenses of the hotel, they are at the 
same time unable to meet the social standards of such a house. 
And there is the rub. And so, when, in order to protect our 
own interests, we intimated to those we did not know that 
Christians are preferred, it was not with the intention to ex
clude J eW8 from this house, but to weed out some elements, 
to make them seek their own level. But why should you move' 
There is nothing against you I" 

"Perhaps not. Nevertheless this being the policy of your 
house, I feel that I am persona non grata here." 

"You persona non grata' Do you remember the letter I 
wrote when you asked for a room reservation' Would I have 
written you such a cordial letter had I not wanted you'" 

"I do not doubt the sincerity of your motives and the legit
imacy of your decision," I told him, "but I want you to 
know that I am a Jew with no trimmings. I belong to the 
lowest rank of my people and suffer with them in t.heir exclu
sion. If the humblest of my people is unwelcome here I,too, 
am unwelcome. My place is not away from them, but with 
them. Hence I must go where they take Jewish money of all 
denominations. " 

In my walks along the beach I had observed a hotel in an 
adjoining resort situated right on the shore, and monopolized 
by "our people." So when the taximan asked me that very 
ancient and ever-new question, "Whither '''-my first thought 
was of that shore hotel which, for the lack of a more appro· 
priate name, will be designated as "The Elite." 

I found it a nice family hotel, engaged a room and within 
a few hours was comfortably resting there. The meals were 
not overly good; but "one do'll! not live by bread alone." In 
tbe evening I observed a good many of our people there-
young girls with high hopes and matronly wives with week
e"d husbands. I even met a friend of loog standing. From 
him I learned the following incident concerning an exclusive 
hostelry thereabouts. 

A few weeks before, a Jewish man, whose name and profes· 
sion did not bear the Jewish trade.mark, wrote for and ra-
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served a suite of rooms. But when his wife and child, whose 
faces spoke a different language, came up to the desk and 
asked for the rooms reserved under that name, the hotel clerk 
told her very softly and culpably that she had better not reg
ister, that she might find the atmosphere not quite to her 
liking, that she would have to eat in a corner all by herself, 
that her people are generally not welcomed there, and that 
some mistake was made somewhere when the rooms were re
served. The woman burst into tears of humiliation. It was 
getting dark, and she felt alone with a little girl in a strange 
town, and so she pleaded with the clerk to let her stay over 
night. They granted her request. 

When she came down, later on, dressed in her evening finery 
for dinner, appearing charming and attractive, the hotel clerk, 
seeing her, experienced a sense of remorsefulness and repent
ance. He came up to her and began to apologize. He did 
not know how to do it, but he wanted to say that she need 
not mind what he had said before. He had not meant her. 
She was different. They would let her stay at the hotel. 

"I won't stay here after tonight if you pay me a thousand 
dollars a day," she answered, and silenced him. 

"Pretty good for her," I said to my friend. 
Was the hotel manager just>fied in his discrimination be

tween Jew and Jew' Frankly speaking-Yes! Were I the 
owner of the hotel and if my bank account would tell me that 
I was losing first-class patronage because of second-class Jews· 
that push their way in, I, too; would seek the remedy. Not 
every Jewish Tom, Dick and B;arry is persona grata at your 
table in your home. How is he to become so in the fashionable 
dining-room of a first-class hotel' 

But the real question is: Should the Jew frequent such a 
hotel or not! I know that some Jews will try their utmost to 
get into a hotel where ouly the elite of Jewry are tolerated. 
Still, I dare ask, will the Jew who finds his way to the desk 
of that hotel be mentally comfortable on his pillow at night 
when he knows that his less favored brother, because of the 
way the world wags, is persona 71071 grata there' 
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Let us be frank and confess there is a type of Jew respon
sible for the existing conditions. Money is his goal, of course, 
and when he gets it he must buy himself into" Society." A 
first-class hotel for the summer is a good beginning. And so 
he comes there with a super-assurance that his money will pull 
him through. Did not he buy his place in the Card Club, and 
Golf Club, the self-same way' 

But he forgets one thing: At all of these places the clientele 
is Jewish. Though he did not fit in, he remained there. 

But it is a different matter at the hotel. The payment of 
the hill is not the only requirement. There are other obliga
tions, and the chief of these is refinement-a quality as lacking 
as feathers on a goat to an obnoxious type of Jew who parades 
his ill-manners to the detriment of genteel people of the same 
fnith. Unfortunately gentility cannot be acquired in business 
hours during a busy season, or through like meeting like. Not 
even through dividends. When these essentials are not 
aehieved, the unpolished rich man appears very poor at the 
table, on the porch, in the smoking-room, even in the lavatory. 
Long live the amenities I' 

The following two incidents took place in the course of na
tional conferences in which Negro participation has long been 
customary, though the great majority of members are white. 
Both were held at the national capital. Of the first of them we 
read: 

155. Many sessions were held in hotels and the Negro dele
gates, of whom there were about seventy-five, began each day 
with a speculation. At one hotel a Negro woman social worker, 
a graduate, by the way, of the University of Michigan, and 
holding a responsible position in a large eastern city, waa 
separated from a party of ladies on the eighth tloor and told 
to take the freight elevator .. by order of the management." 
She protested, but the male elevator attendant waa inaistent. 
Her companions also left the car and accompanied her down 
in the freight car. The management waa satisfied, although 
none of the usual objections to the presence of a Negro in 
the passenger elevators seem to have been present. •.• 

, Har'7 B. B1ohmond in tho J.wish Tim ... Baltimore, tor J ull 28, 1922. 
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In still another hotel three Negroes entered an elevator in 
which were waiting a congressman and three ladies. The 
starter halted the car and ealled the house police. When the 
Negroes protested the order to vacate, the white occupants 
were asked to taI;:e another car, which they did, led by the 
congressman. A group of women observers of the incident 
then entered the ear with the Negroes and insisted on staying. 

At the second national conference, the ten Negro delegates 
who were on hand to take part in a discussion on Negro Migra
tion Northward, with two exceptions either rode on the freight 
elevator or walked up the nine flights of stairs to the meeting. 
These two exceptions were allowed to go up in a passenger 
elevator when the starter satisfied himself that they were 
"with a white gentlelIlll1L" 

A colored professor was finally able to ride up on the ele
vator accompanied by a white member of the society. When 
he got on the elevator to come down the operator did not 
notice him until the third floor. He reversed the elevator and 
returned to the ninth floor. He ordered the colored man off. 
Upon the latter's refusal to comply, two passengers pitched 
him off the elevstor and asked him why he did not return to 
the jungles of Africa. A policeman was called and forced the 
colored man down on the freight elevator. The society W8l! 
unable to get the manager of the hotel to permit colored mem
bers to ride in the passenger elevator. So the conference moved· 
down to the first floor.' . 

Is the treatment of the Negroes in the last example ex
plained by the same reasons that account for that of Jews in 
the previous one' 

Were the hotel proprietors' r:e<l$ons for excluding Jews and 
making it unpleosant for Negroes good from the point of view 
of business' 

Whot was the result of the summer-hotel proprietor's pol
icy' Do such fmndly explanations as those made in example 
No. 154 satisfy Jews that the discriminations made against 
them are perfectly right and proper' Does a certain class of 

'From Opportunity for June, 1923, and February, 1924, with additiollll 
from eorrespondenee. 
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hotel or club have a special attraction for Jews because they 
exclude undesirables, whether Jews or gentiles' Is it correct 
to speak of race discrimination when only those type, of a 
racial group are excluded with whom other types of the same 
group do not desire to associate either' 

Are native white Americans welcome 'everywhere' If so, 
why' If not, what particular types are taken exception to or 
mistaken as representative of the whole breed' 

Shopping and Amusements 

Let us look now at illustrations of race discriminations in 
admiRsion to stores and places of amusement. Keep in mind 
the question whether separate provision in these services for 
two or more races in the same community is economically 
possible. 

156. Not knowing, writes a Filipino student at a western 
university, that foreigners are not admitted to barber shops in 
t.he university district, I opened the door of such a shop and 
went in. Before I could say a word, a man said to me coldly 
but firmly, "Nothin' doin', me boy, we ain't got no scissors 
to cut Orientals' hair with in this place." Of course, I went 
out at once. I never said a word about it because, though dis
appointed and hurt to be turned away that way, I always feel 
that I am in this country as a visitor, if not a guest, and have 
to take anything American hospitality may offer. 

Of course, the barbers cannot be blamed if their assertion 
is true. They say that if they cut Orientals' hair they will 
lose their trade because their patrons, most of whom are uni
versity students, will resent the idea. 

I have friends who tell me that they have been refused 
admission to restaurants, boarding houses, theaters and apart
ments. Thanks to the Japanese, Filipino and Chinese restaur
ants and barber shops in this part of the country I Were it not 
for them, perhaps we foreign students would go hungry and 
with hair uncut. 

157. "MAN KILLED BARBER WHEN CALLED 
NEGRO." Under this heading, a New York newspaper re
cently reported how a Porto Rican, refused a shave in a 
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Bowery barber shop because mistaken for a Negro, shot one 
of the barbers dead, was captured after a chase and jailed 
after indictment for murder in the first degree. The Porto 
Rican told the police that the same morning he had been 
refused a shave in two other shops on the same ground, and 
that, when refused for the third time rather roughly, he lost 
his head and shot-to scare the barber, not to kill him . 

.Are barber shops in a category somewhat different from 
other stores as regards race distinctions in service' Was the 
Porto Rican more incensed over the refusal of a shave or over 
being mistaken for a Negro' Would he also have been refused 
in a Negro barber shop' Does the race and nationality of the 
barber or the location of his shop or the nationality of the 
majority of his customers determine his race policy' 

158. Three colored girls, students in a midwestern state 
university, one day went into an ice cream parlor opposite 
the campus. The waiter took their order and was about to 
serve them when the manager stepped up and said that they 
could be served only in the kitchen. They thereupon left the 
place quietly. 

The law of'the state in which the incident occurred forbids 
discriminations in such places on account of color. Henry 
Jackson, the father of one of the girls, thereupon had crimi
nal action brought against t1!e manager of the ice cream' 
parlor. 

It was necessary to summon three sets of talesmen before 
twelve could be found' who would say, not that they were 
unprejudiced against colored .people, but that they could set 
aside their prejudices sufficien~y to bring a verdict according 
to the facts. 

When the case was tried, the defense caIIed Henry J acksoD 
to the stand. He testified that he was proprietor of a barber 
shop and admitted that colored men never patronized his 
establishment. He maintained, however, that in his shop no 
color line was ever drawn, that if a colored person asked to 
be served he would be treated exactly like a white person. 
The attorney for the defense then contended that Mr. Jackson 
did in reality draw a color line to protect his patronage, and 
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that under those circumstances he could not object when the 
manager of the ice cream parlor did the same thing. 

On the strength of this plea, which quite ignored the facts 
and the law, the jury brought in a verdict for the defendant. 

The effect of this episode was an increased feeling on the 
part of the whites that the Negroes were trying to force them
selves into social sets where they were not wanted. The col
ored people, on the other hand, were convinced that it was 
quite futile for them to expect to be treated like other citizens 
in public and semi-public places; that the law would not pro
tect them in their rights as citizens. 

Can such laws as the one here mentioned ever be fully en
forcedl Why did the father of one of the girls take legal 
actionl Why was tlte court antagonistic to him' What was 
the effect of the episode on the girlsl On the waiter who had 
offended against the law' On the colored community of the 
town' On the white community I 

159. He was on his way home from college for vacation and 
had stopped over in the town for only a few hours to change 
trains. He knew no one there, so to pass the time he went 
into a large and luxurious .. movie." 

The house was well-filled, but by no means crowded, so he 
secured a seat about half-way back, and in the center of the 
house. Hardly had he got settled when the usher came up. 

OJ I'm sorry, but you must sit in one of the first three rows." 
.. But that's too near the screen," he answered, .. and I've 

been having some trouble with my eyes of late because of 
overstrain. " 

The usher was firm and obdurate, and so was he. In a few 
moments, the manager himself came up. There was no ques
tion about it, the boy must either sit in one of the first three 
rows or leave. In fact, the manager hinted broadly, the 
theater would just as soon have him leave anyway, as they did 
not care for colored patronage. 

The boy rose to leave, without a word, the manager una
bashedly preceding him out. At the ticket-window, the man
ager quietly asked that the boy's money be refunded. The 
girl superciliously held out a fifty-cent piece, and the boy 



162 And Who Is My Neighbor' 

slowly shook his head. "No, not that one," he said slowly, 
"the same one I gave you." 

"Go on, you're crazy. How d'you think I'm goin' to give 
ye your same fifty cents'" The girl at the ticket window 
looked amused, a trifle annoyed. 

"If there's so much difference between me and other peo
ple, there must be a difference in our money, and you ought 
to keep separate what we colored people give you, just as you 
keep us separate." The voice was quiet but there was bitter
ness in it. 

What features, if any, do the examples given in this section 
have in common' Must a shopkeeper be something of an 
ethnologist to know whom to serve and whom not to serve' 
Can he know the wishes of his clients in this respectf Would 
he lose his custom by disregarding their attitudes to race' 

Is the shopkeeper influenced in his race policy (if he has 
any) by other considerations' Would he serve Negroes-he 
himself being white---if he could make more money out of 
them than out of Whites' Could he do this in Maine' In 
Ohio' In Missouri' Would the economic motive determine 
his action' 

Do you prefer to trade in a shop where the other customers 
are of your own racial group rather than in-cne that loo~s 
like an assembly of the League of Nations' If so, why' Have 
you any feeling as regards the race or noti.onality of the per: 
sons who have handled the gooas you buy' Can you find. out 
what it is' Is it only personal contact that matters' 

What associotions or experiences may lie back of any feeling 
you may have in these things' 

Swimining 

A book might, possibly, be written on so small a branch of 
our subject as the use of swimming pools by members of dif
ferent races, so numerous and varied are the experiences in 
connectiou with them. The following examples, however, must 
suffice: ' 

, See also example No. 12L 
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160. Social workers among the Japanese in California know 
that on the whole they are very cleanly in their habits. There 
was no objection, therefore, on the part of the executives of an 
institution when the members of the Japanese branch-which 
occupied a separate building-asked for permission to use the 
swimming pool in the main building at certain times, to 
accede to that request. A few Japanese girls had for long been 
in the habit of making use of the swimming pool, and no one 
had said anything about it. Accordingly, a time was arranged 
during which the pool was to be reserved for the Japanese 
branch. Immediately vehement protests were made by the 
white members: 

"We can't use the pool after these Japsl" 
"Since when has this building been given over to the Japs T" 

"If they swim here, we can't I" 
Under the circumstances, it was deemed best not to pursue 

the plan, and the Japanese branch was informed that its mem
bers could not come in groups. 

161. "Learn to swim" was the slogan of a campaign car
ried on by some social institutions in a northern city. Tickets 
entitling boys to swimming lessons were given out through 
some of the schools. One got into the hands of a colored boy 
and was prescnted at the address indicated on the card, a 
social center used exclusively by white boys. He was passed 
to the showers with the other boys. The swimming pool 
attcndant held him up at that point and told him that he 
must get his lessons in swimming at another center. On learn
ing of this incident, the boy's father charged discrimination 
and poor judgment in giving out the tickets but went away 
from an interview apparently satisfied. One of the colored 
papers, however, took up the incident, saying: 

"The ... , a supposedly Christian institution, informed a 
colored boy who along with his white classmates was about to 
enjoy a plunge in the ... pool, that 'niggers could not swim 
in this pool.' Hundreds of incidents in church, school and 
other institutions happen every week which should arouse any 
pcople, yet we faIter." 
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162. The secretary of an institution in a northern city 
writes : 

We have had in our Boys' Division a number of times col. 
ored boys of very light color. In fact, in one case we did not 
know that the parents were Negro. No distinction was made 
among the boys, nor was the lad slighted in any way althongh, 
I think, a number of the boys knew that he was of colored 
parentage. If his color had been very dark, there wonld have 
been difficnlty immediately, I think, as there has been a time 
or two in our dormitory when Spaniarda or Cubans of very 
dark color happened to be rooming in our bnilding. Indeed, 
at one time we had a dark-skinned native white American 
whom the boys wanted to exclude becanse they snspected that 
he was Negro. 

The greatest difficnlty has been in cooperation with a nearby 
high school on whose basketball and football teams were boys 
of very dark skin. Our locker room and gymnasium were nsed 
by them for dressing purposes and practice. There was an 
immediate resentment when the Negro boys nsed the swimming 
pooL On several occasions it was necessary for ns [note the 
expresswn used] to ask the school principal to advise them 
that we conld not grant that courtesy. This complaint did not 
come from the colored boys' associates on the team but from 
other members of the institution who came into the pool (It 
the same time these boys wer., there. Only recently have we 
been compelled [ogain Mte the expressWn used] to provide 
a separate shower room for the boys practicing on this team. 

Our institution, he ·co"ntinued, has always tried to give the 
largest amount of courtesy, 'consideration and cooperation to 
the men of the Negro race,. and wberever we conld do this 
without definitely blocking our service for the larger number 
of whites who wonld come to us, we have always been ready 
to do it. 

Why do people object to contact toith those of other raca 
'n swimming pools more thon elsewhere' AU races' Only dm-k 
ones' Covld the sertJiceg given easily be duplicated for those 
excluded' Would thot satisfy them, 
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Other Forms of Recreation 

165 

We have already considered race contacts in recreation 
when closely related to the education of children. (See p. 114 
ot seq.) A few more examples bringing out the nature and 
effects of different attempts to create a race line in purely 
social activities will show the variety of problems which occur 
in this field: 

163. The superintendent of a Playground Association in an 
industrial city of the Middle West writes: 

Our biggest problem from a recreational standpoint has 
been to know what to do concerning games between colored 
and white teams of adults. Children mix on all teams in our 
section of the country without much friction, but after high 
school age, colored men and women are rarely seen mixed with 
white players. For instance, the schools of our city do not 
draw any race lines, and we have about ten thousand colored 
people in a population of about 125,000. 

Five years ago, when we started a city football league for 
men, there was one team composed of colored players who 
wanted to enter. A few white teams objected mildly, but by 
talking to the managers personally, we overcame the objection. 
The colored team was well coached and disciplined, and at the 
end of the season some of the white managers who at first 
had objected said that the colored team was the "whitest" 
aggregation of sports in the league. 

The next season the colored boys won the city championship 
over about eight white teams. Then the colored section of the 
town became intensely interested and proud of their team. So, 
the third season the team had a huge following and felt a 
tremendous responsibility to win. Perhaps they could not 
take defeat in as sportsman-like a way as at first. 

Anyway, feeling gradually grew to fever heat. The last 
game witnessed some free fights, and the following season the 
white teams absolutely refused to allow colored teams in the 
leaglle. It is to be noted that this did not happen at the end 
of the second year when the colored hoys had won the city 
championship but at the end of the third season. 
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A rather similar evolution took place with young women's 
basketball under the Girls' Athletic Federation. There was 
very little objection at first. Colored girls got better and bet
ter, won a north side championship after a year or two, played 
another year, and then were voted out of the federation by a 
kind of universal players' boycott. This year, trying my best, 
I have been unahle to get them a single game, even outside 
the federation. 

In baseball for both men and women the colored teams are 
now barred, in spite of the fact that when they played aud!· 
ences were large and collections good. Along this last line, the 
feeling has not extended to professional circles-in that field 
our former men's colored football team has been invited to 
play two games with our professional team, and both sides 
made money; and no trouble arose. But in amateur circles 
the cleavage is complete in all sports. 

Where does the real difficulty liet Did the colored athletes, 
swelled by their successes, perhaps assume an overbearing 
attitude tWas the case of the other games connected with the 
situation in football' Did the success of the players provoke, 
first, approval, then disapprovalt Would the approval have 
continued if they had lost a few games t 

Does the difficulty essentially arise out of athletics or out 
of some other conditions in the community t Can we havQ 
playgrounds without race lines in a community where the color 
line is tightly drawn as regard.s vocational and other oppor-' 
tunities' Before answering these questions, consider the tol
lowing two examples: 

164. Two girls' basketball teams at an institutional church' 
in the North got into a league and, in the course of events, 
were scheduled to play against a colored team from a Negro 
educational institution. The church at that time had a pre
dominantly native American congregation, and the two teams, 
as it happened, were composed almost entirely of native Amer
ie,an girls. 

Soon the telephone hummed with protests of parents. The 
increasing contacts with foreign-born people in the neighbor-
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hood of the church had hecome a sore point with them for 
some time; to have their daughters play against a colored 
team seemed to many of them the last straw. 

However, when the dreaded evening for the tirst of the two 
events appeared, the social worker in charge had sufficiently 
appeased the parents to have the game proceed. All the girla 
were in attendance. The colored girla, it appeared, were of 
a particularly tine type, and their behavior was beyond re
proach. Everything went 011' weIl. 

Some of the wbite parents were present and satistied. The 
girls themselves in the course of the game apparently became 
oblivious of the color line. No explanations and no apologies 
were made. The actual contact with the other group simply 
vanquished fear. When the date for the second inter-racial 
gume arrived, there was no protest and no comment. 

165. During the football season in Seattle, the team which 
won the Y. AI. C. A. champiol!.ship was made up as follows: 

Right Half Colored 

Left Half I ~~~)~:ese 
Full Back Native American 
Quarter Back Japanese 
Center Japanese 

SNath'e American 
Right Guard 1 Dutch 
Left Guard French 
Right Tackle Native American 
Left Tackle German 

IGerman 
Right End lltalian 
Left End English 
Manager Italian 
Assistant Manager Russian 

The interesting thing about the ail'air, writes an officer of 
the Associlltion, was that none of the players realized that all 
th,'se nationalities were represented until we took the time 
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one evening, long after the season was over, to analyze the 
team from this angle. 

Let us now pass to sociability in other forms: 

166. In one of the residential towns of Long Island, a local 
society decided to hold a costume ball at the state armory 
to raise funds for the hospital. In order to create greater 
interest, this event was preceded by a beauty contest: the 
local newspaper was to print a ballot each day, and the girl 
receiving the largest number of votes was to be queen of the 
"Spanish court," the setting contemplated for the dance. 

Within a few days it became clear that a colored girl, 
daughter of a postal clerk, a relative of a high church dig
nitary and freshman at a New York college, was coming 
close to lead in the competition. A few days later, the votes 
given to a young Jewess, student at a business college, brought 
her close to front rank, which then was held by a girl clerk 
in a credit store. At this time two persons whose names 
have not been divulged called upon the editor and proposed 
to him that he print at their expense 10,000 extra copies of 
the paper, credit their votes to a contestant of white native 
parentage to be designated by the society that was organizing 
the ball, and destroy them. The editor refused to do so. The 
visitors then offered him the same amount of money, $200, 
if without going through this procedure he would simply de
stroy enough of the votes given for the colored and the Jew
ish girl so that the decision w.ould be sure to be in favor of a 
native white girl He again refused to do so and advised his 
visitors to work for their candidates and win fairly. .As a 
final proposal, he was asked to close the contest as soon as a 
candidate of desired parentage had been pushed to first place. 
This also he refused to do. . 

Within a few days, these facts having leaked out and the 
contest having been conducted with fever heat, the Jewish 
girl was driven back to the third place and the colored girl 
to the eighth place. At this point, officers of the society denied 
all knowledge of the visit to the editor but declared that 
"due to the many misunderstandings the contest will not be 
held. " At the next meeting of the society it was said that 
the original announcement of the contest had been unfor-
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tunately worded, that there had been no intention of electing 
in this democratic manner the "queen of the court" but only 
a lady in waiting, and that as a matter of fact, Mr. X and 
Mrs. Y had already been chosen to act as king and queen. 

The colored girl said she had not been eligible anyhow since 
she lived in a neighboring town, and the Jewish girl was evi
dently more than pleased with the testimonial to her popu
larity without worrying greatly about the abandonment of 
the contest. The general feeling of the community, as ex
pressed by a leading citizen, was that the contest had, quite 
unnecessarily, "stirred up a great deal of bitterness, discord 
and trouble." 

167. Some Italian girls in the Y. W. C. A. of a large north. 
ern industrial city were organized more or less as a club. 
One member, Tessie, was Polish and stood out as a distinctly 
different type. She belonged to this group because she worked 
with many of the Italian girls in the clothing industry. Other 
Polish girls also worked at the same shop but would have 
nothing at all to do with the Italians. There were Polish 
groups in this Y. W. C. A.; but Tessie was not at all interested 
in them. She seemed particularly happy with her Italian 
friends and was a great favorite with them. 

Not long ago this group planned to have a dance and when 
the question of selling tickets came up, they said to Tessie, 
"Say, you can take a bunch of tickets, can't you, Tessie' 
G~t R lot of your Polish friends to come. " Tessie immediately 
replied that she could not sell any tickets. "No, don't give 
me any," she said when she was urged, "I can't sell a single 
one, and you'd be mad if I told you why, too." No amount 
of urging could make Tessie disclose the reason. She just 
giglded and evaded the question. Finally, one of the Italian 
girls said with some spirit: "Why don't you come right out 
lind say your Polish friends wouldn't want to get in with a 
bunch of Italillns'" Tessie then said, "Well, just because I 
like you Italians, don't think everybody does." The inci
dent was thus closed without the least bit of hard feeling. 

This same group was joined by a new member with a Latin 
name that might have belonged to any of several nationali
ties, a girl of dark complexion who, because she joined this 
group, was taken for an Italian as a matter of course, although 
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she spoke rather differently from the other girls. The secre
tary of the department to which this club belonged, one day, 
from something this girl said, concluded that she too was 
Polish. "You aren't Polish, Josephine'" she asked. "Why, 
of course, I'm Polish- Did you think I was Italian'" The 
secretary admitted she had thought so and mentioned the 
-girl's name and appearance as the causes of her mistake. 
The girl felt no resentment at all at being taken for an Ital
ian. In regard to the dance mentioned above, she said she 
could not have sold any tickets either. In conversation with 
the secretary she said: "You know, you couldn't get Polish 
girls, that is most of them, to dance with Italian boys." 

It is interesting to note that this particular group of Ital
ians, when it was first organized, started out to be very exclu
sive and, like most undirected groups of girls, wanted to look 
over prospective new members and vote on each canwdacy 
for membership after discussion. Later they adopted the 
suggestion that a broad basis of membership would be prefer
able and agreed that girls might bring in their friends as 
they chose. Suddenly one girl spoke up with horror: "Well, 
suppose some one brought in a colored girl' What would we 
do then , We couldn't have a colored girl in our club!" An
other girl very haughtily set the first girl's fear at rest by 
replying: "I think it is hardly likely that any of us would 
even be acquainted with a colored person." 

Did the troubk in these clUIes arise from the fact that the 
actual or proposed social activitw., especially dancing, were 
of the nature of a contact considered too intimate by many 
persons for admitting to it tI~ose not of their social set' Is 
thi3 objection connected with fear of intermarriage' .Is a 
dance-even a unique affair, such lUI the ball in the Long 
Island community_e likely to lead to intimacy than, say, 
a literary club or an inter-church committee' . 

We must not forget to give thought to those little breaks in 
social intercourse which, like ·the light cloud over the volcano, 
indicate the smouldering hidden forces of race feeling: 

168. At a party some one used the phrase, "jewing them 
down. .. There were several Jews in the room, and there was 
an awkward silence for a moment. But no apology was made. 
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One of the Jewish guests afterwards said that he had made 
no remark about the matter at the time because he knew from 
other similar experiences that it would only have aggravated 
matters, and that it would have placed him and the other 
J eWI present, and not the offender, somewhat apart from the 
rest of tbe company.' 

Are Buch awkward incident. frequent' Do they unavoid
ably occur where people of different race feeling. meet' Why 
would the J eWB preBenl and not the man who made the tactleBs 
remark have Buffered if the subject had been made at once a 
topic of conversation' 

Do I/OU recall similar instances' Wauld a person of good 
manners never ,,[ake Buch a break, no matter what his feelings' 

Social Service 
Perbaps some of tbe questions put in tbe previous section 

can be answered more readily if first we look at a few cases 
of race contact in social service and in the churches that have 
lcd to friction. 

169. The city club of a middle western city, one of tbe 
largest in the country, was afraid it might have to face the 
color problem wben a Negro was recommended for member
ship. The issue was dodged; tbe Negro's application was 
"tactfully withdrawn," "without offense "-so. it was al
leged. There are hundreds of educated, refined Negroes in 
that city. The city club has been for many years the most 
stalwart defender of public rights and public morality; it is a 
club which people enter, for the most part, to render public 
service in one way or another and not simply for its social 
amenities. Yet its members, or some of them, rejoiced in 
what they looked upon as a "narrow escape" from having to 
tuke up the question whether Negroes, qualified by educa
tion, professional status and personal reputation, should be 
permitted to take part in these efforts. 

170. At a conference of the officers of a national social 
agency, held in th~ South, a colored delegate from a northern 

I S('{I also example No.9. 
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city was in attendance. The waitresses declined to serve the 
table at which he sat. The situation was fully discussed. 
Should an attempt be made to compel these southern girls to 
violate a tradition' This the management decided not to do. 
Should the colored delegate be sent home' His white asso
ciates from the northern city intimated that they would go 
with him if such action were attempted. Should the colored 
man voluntarily drop out, He decided, and his white col
leagues agreed with him, that an inter-racial principle was in
volved which he should not violate. 

In the end, the entire delegation from that city was trans
ferred to a private dining room and served by a special col
ored waiter. 

171. Mr. and Mrs. K. were very iII with influenza and pneu
monia. This circumstance was particularly distressing be
cause they had planned to leave for China in about a week, 
and much of their household goods had been packed. He was 
an engineer, and she a graduate of an American nniversity; 
both were Chinese. 

Some of their Chinese student friends tried to get a nurse 
for the couple but failed since no one seemed to care to go to 
a Chinese household. Then one of the students who had the 
English-sounding name of Young, left a request in his own 
name for a nurse to come to the apartment; and before long 
a nurse appeared. She w.as surprised when she found her-
self in a Chinese household but stayed on the case. . 

172. The executive of a religious institution went to an im
portant industrial plant in hl~ city to solicit larger· support. 
He was asked to see the head of the firm and lay before. him 
his request and his plans. These stressed more particularly 
the work of the institution's activities on behalf of young 
working men. The manufacturer listened carefully to him. 
Then he asked, "Is it true, Mr. --, that you admit Catholics 
and Jews to membership only in a given proportion'" The 
secretary admitted it was so, stating the percentage quotas. 

"Do you know," said the manufacturer, "that we employ 
in this plant several hundred young men without inquiring 
into their religion or nationality' Why do you expect me to 
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support an institution that is going to provide for the leisure 
time of only a part of these men and leave the others out in 
the cold f" 

Do social agencies in making race distinctions act upon what 
they consider to be the wishes of their clients' Those of their 
financial supporters' Are those wishes usually identical' 
Are social agencies often more timid in broadening contacts 
than either their clients or their supporters' Are they more 
timid than business or professional groups' 

Before deciding whether such discriminations on racial 
grounds as here deseribed are typical of American social ser
vice, read the following example and decide whether coopera
tion, even hetween socially quite distant groups, is perhaps 
even more representative of it: 

173. A notable feature of the Atlanta Community Chest 
campaign for $600,000 was the active and generous coopera
tion of the colored people who made 4,261 subscriptions to the 
fund, aggregating $33,084. This sum about equals the total 
sum apportioned in the Chest budget to the six participating 
Negro organizations .... 

More surprising than the total was the fact that the second 
largest individual subscription of the whole campaign was one 
of $3,500, made by Heman Perry, colored, in the name of The 
Hervice Company, an organization which affiliates eleven 
Negro business enterprises wit.h a total capitalization of 
$5,500,000. Officers and employees of this company sub
scribed a total of $8,0;;0. E. R. Black, the campaign chair
man, paid an appreciative tribute to the spirit shown by the 
colored people in this great community enterprise.' 

Church Activities 

The following examples are of special interest in connection 
with tllis study which aims at finding a Christian way out of 
our race difficulties. They illustrate, at any rate, that the 

I The Southern WorkmaD tor March, 192-4. 
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Christian name does not ensure uniformity either in the ac
cepted policy or even in the underlying motive of attitudes 
toward those of other races displayed in the activities of 
Christian institutions_ 

174. When an old family church develops institutional fea
tures for the benefit of its members and their children, the 
question of admitting others in the neighborhood to benefit 
from the opportunities provided is bound to arise. This hap
pened in the case of a Protestant church in a large middle 
western city. Simultaneously with the building up of insti
tutional features there happened a rapid change in the nature 
of the neighborhood. Large numbers of foreign-born estab
lished themselves in the streets around the church, and later 
there was an influx of southern Negroes, attracted by an ever 
increasing demand for labor. Many of the chnrch members 
moved away, but a majority remained loyal to the church
for a time at least. A few years ago the nature of the institn
tion attached to this chnrch was definitely changed to meet the 
altered circnmstances; it became a social and religions set
tlement. 

This settlement, in principles and methods, is not very dif
ferent from other social settlements in big cities; but it was 
built on the efforts and sacrifices of the original native Amer
ican church members, and therefore the views of that older 
group could not in fairness be disregarded in the shaping of 
policies. The actual prog,am of the settlement, under the 
circumstances, became one of compromise; the principles aris
ing from the conduct of a family-institutional church were not 
suddenly abandoned. The prQblems in group relations which 
resulted may be illustrated by two outstanding examples: 

During the earlier phase of the change, some of the older 
members expressed nneasiness over the fact that a number of 
Jews were attracted to the settlement. Is not this settlement, 
they inquired, for the purpose of feeding the church T Then 
why cater to the desires of a IQt of people who never will join 
it T It was found that this attitude was much stronger in 
opposition to Jews than in opposition to Roman Catholics who 
also used the settlement facilities. An analysis of the reasons 
given for keeping out Jews indicated the following: 
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1. A traditional prejudice against Jews handed on from 
parents to children without much reasoned argument; 

2. The idea that Jews were smelly and dirty. It was 
said that while contact with Jewish children was un
avoidable at school, to have them use the same swim
ming pool and locker rooms was intolerable; 

3. Fear that the Jews would "want to run the whole 
show," the idea that they were aggressive and difficult 
to get on with-an experience with occasional indi
viduals applied to a whole race. 

But the reasons stated only partially revealed the real rea
sons. It was found that the younger people who previous to 
the establishment of the settlement had the gymnasium and 
other facilities for their own use, that is, the use of a much 
smaller number, were irked by the necessity for more sys
tematic arrangements as regards their uses so that all the 
different groups should have their regular turn. They did 
not see why a "bunch of Jewish fellows" should be allowed 
to keep out their own set on given nights. 

For a time a clean-cut division between old-timers and new
comers went through all activities. At council meetings their 
representatives would sit at opposite sides of the room. But 
tuetful leadership, a really democratic organization, above all 
innumerable social contacts between individuals, wore down 
the invisible barrier. The greatest single leveller of differ
ences among the younger members was the summer camp. 

Trouble arose again when the Negro element in the neigh
borhood grew larger. Among the organized groups of the set
tlement a colored girls' club and a colored boys' club sprang 
up. A sprinkling of color entered most of the miscellaneous 
octivities: the children's department, music school, weekday 
sohool of religion, public meetings. Oue of the neighboring 
public schools asked the settlement to take in a number of the 
older boys and girls and organize them into clubs. This was 
8greed to, and a list of the various groups was made up at 
the school. 

One of these groups was composed of colored boys of what is 
known as "intermediate" age. This became known in the 
house, and at Ii meeting of the Intermediate Boys' Council it 
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was voted, after much discussion, not to admit this group into 
their activities. This matter was referred to the House Coun
cil for consideration, and here also a vote was passed, almost 
unanimously, that the group not be admitted to the house be
cause admission of this club would tend to create a further 
influx of colored groups. The head worker opposed this action 
because it was against the established policy of the settlement 
to discriminate on racial grounds and because with the exist
ing quota of clubs there was no danger of an over-running of 
colored groups. He laid the matter before the Administrative 
Committee and recommended that it exercise its power of 
veto. 

The Administrative Committee does not legislate but in 
matters of policy acts as a sort of supreme court, seeing to it 
that no action taken runs counter to the established princi
ples of the institution, except with a fully considered decision 
to change those principles. It decided tbat the settlement had 
a moral right to maintain the integrity of its white groups. 
But it also felt that because of the existence of a large colored 
element in the neighborhood for which very little was being 
done, a small amount of work with Negroes was desirable 
and not incompatible with other claims on the settlement. 

It was argued that any discrimination would be not on the 
basis of color but because of the danger of mbcing, especially 
in tbe adolescent groups, those carrying on the established 
moral standards with those of a group with much lower moral 
standards. They were influenced in this view not so much by 
prejudice as by the considered opinion of school principals, 
social workers, the juvenile court, church workers and others 
which was based on actual experience. For instance, many of 
the Negro children, being educationally backward-of course 
for reasc:!s for which neither they nor their parents were to 
blame-were at school with much younger groups and had 
been found to introduce these younger children to a knowledge 
of sex in quite imdei;itable ways. There had recently been 
a scandal in the city in which colored children of both sexes 
were found inmates in a h01l$e of ill-fame. Immoral practices 
had been reported from playgrounds. In all these cases, the 
danger lay not in the presence of Negroes who had been a sub
stantial though not very large part of the population for a 
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long time but in that of Negroes from the South who had 
not yet been educated to northern ideals. 

Many of the church people and others who were most 
strongly opposed to social contact between their children and 
those of these newcomers were also desirous to take part in 
any practical ways of aiding the moral and educational ad
vancement of the new citizens. The upshot, in the case under 
discussion, was a decision to maintain a proportion of about 
three colored clubs to fifty-seven white ones in order that 
there should be no appearance of color discrimination and at 
the same time an opportunity be given for a certain amount 
of educational adjustment within the settlement itself. This 
ruling admitted the club in question as the third in addition 
to the two already in existence. 

This action was received with more resentment by some of 
the older groups in the house than by the one that had origin
ally raised the question; but the discussion now turned 
entirely away from the immediate issue to that of "de
mocracy. .. Could a decision of the House Council thus be 
overruled' This discussion does not concern us here. The 
matter of the club of colored boys, according to recent reports, 
haa entirely blown over. No hostility haa been shown to the 
group after it was admitted by any section of the house. 

It is interesting to note that Jews were on the two councils 
that voted for the exclusion of colored groups. Memories are 
short. It is not impossible that Negroes will vote for exclu
sion when the next large group of immigrants knocks at the 
gate I 

175. There is a city in southern California which until about 
thirty years ago waa entirely a Mexican town. It waa settled 
by Mexicans years before, and only Mexicans lived there until 
the development of the district waa taken up by an American 
real estate company. Gradually white Americans have come 
in, until now they have the deciding vote in municipal affairs. 

A year or two ago, the Protestant Evangelical church which 
is responsible for religious education in that community pur
chased a corner in a strategic part of the town for the devel
opment of its work among the Mexican people. Regardless 
of the fact that the Mexicans were the first comers and bad 
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established themselves before Americans came in, a vigorous 
protest was launched by certain American people in the com
munity in an effort to influence the missionary board not to 
purchase the property, stating that it was "necessary to keep 
the lIlexicans in their place." It was not stated just what 
that place was. 

• • • • • • 
A similar situation prevailed in Hollywood. Long before 

Hollywood was settled by eastern Americans or became the 
Mecca of the moving picture industry, it was occupied by the 
Japanese and was cultivated as Japanese gardens. The rise 
in property values and the tremendous development of the 
district in recent years have crowded the Japanese out, but 
there is still quite a handful of them in the center of the Holly
wood district. 

Not long ago the Presbytery of Los Angeles organized a 
Japanese church among them, and a lot was purchased to 
erect a church. Protests of infuriated property owners de
layed the erection of the church, and the city building depart
ment was influenced not to grant a permit. At a mass meeting, 
circulars were distributed which declared: " You sent your 
children to our schools; we stood for it. You opened up your 
fruit stands; we stood for it. Now you want to build a 
church, and we will not stand for it.'" 

The impressions produced upon those of foreign races by 
an attitude toward them of professed. Christians, which can
not but strike them as contemptuous, have often been de
scribed, especially by returning travelers who ha..-e met jn 
foreign lands persons at on!, time resident in th~ Gnite<J. 
States. The following two examples seem to illustrate typical 
reactions: 

'It is to be understood that the ehnrcll .... hieh these Japanese desired. 
to build was not a Buddhist temple but an evangelieal thul't"h and as 
sueh would tend to make the people who worshiped there less like Japa
nese and more like Ameriea.ns. But until now, writes the correspondent 
who eontributes this statement in the spring of 1924, the attitude ot the 
Amen""" people ill the distriet has been the determining faetor. 
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176. A sad experience, writes a Filipino student at a west
ern university, happened to me in a place where I should last 
have expected it to occur. It was the more bitter and disap
pointing to me because it was so contrary to the spirit that 
had prompted the gathering. 

It was at a church" mixer." Here in the university dis
trict, all the churches give a quarterly mixer to get the 
students, old as well as new and freshmen, mixed and ac
quainted. To facilitate this aim, several kinds of indoor 
games are played of a kind that compel the members of the 
party to get acquainted. At one of these church mixers, after 
all the games had been played and time was getting late, we 
were asked to form two lines to get ready for the refresh
ments-men formed one line and women the other. It was 
arranged that each man should take two plates, one for him
sclf and the other for his woman partner. When my turn 
came, my suppoRed partner grabbed hers quickly and trotted 
to one corner. So there I was left alone as a derelict of, per
haps, .. waves of hidden smiles." I had never been put to 
.uch shame or placed in such an embarrassing situation in 
my life. 

Perhaps this occurrence would not embarrass other people, 
but to me it is one which I could not tolerate. Ever since 
thut time I made it a resolution never to attend mixers of any 
kind. I know this is not the right attitude; but I simply can
not tolcrate the thought of such an occurrence. My decision 
never again to attend these functions is not a retlection on 
the churches; I have no grudge against them. In fact, I am 
as loyal to my church as anybody else. I simply want to stay 
awny 8S much as possible from any possible embarrassments. 

This is a most frequent occurrence in the social gatherings 
in the university district which foreign students sometimes 
attend. We have, for example, what we call an "all-univer
sity mixer," sponsored by the associated students of the uni
versity. I have never attended one of them. Reports from 
other foreign students, .however, show that they have experi
ences not different from mine. 

177. The Living Church recently printed a letter written by 
a Chinese student in this country to a friend in China, which 
contains the following: 
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The people here as a whole have a strong sentiment 
against Chinese, so it is rather hard for a young" Chink" 
to make acquaintances in refined society. . . . I don't feel 
at home at all. The hearty welcome I get from church 
people makes me feel the more that I am among 
strangers; they greet me so much more warmly than they 
greet each other. It makes me feel that I am different. 
I have written the following prayer for myself: 

"Almighty God, our Heavenly Father, Thou hast made 
the earth and the people thereon, white, yellow, red or 
black, at Thy will and they are all good in Thy sight. 
I heseech Thee to comfort me when I feel like a stranger 
here; help me to endure persecution and scorn; give me 
wisdom that I may understand that peoples of whatever 
complexion are all Thy children and Thou art their 
Father and Creator.'" 

Are contacts betwefn members of different racial groups 
through church activities less or more intimate than in other 
relationships' Can common worship be combined with segre
gation in social activities under the auspices of the same 
church1 What is the effect of such segregation on the wor
shippers' Does every church serve humanity at large or pri
marily some specific group' 

Are the stories told in this section representative' Dr. 
Gulick reports of a Japanese who, repeatedly welcomed in a 
certain church by one of the deacons, ventured to accost him 
on the street one day. The deacon said: "I'm your friend in 
church but not elsewhere.''' Do you believe that a typical 
occurrence' 

Do ministers of different races and nationalities in your 
community cooperate on a basis of absolute equality' 4re 
racial preferences shown in the appointment of church offi
cers' If so, are they justifi~d by supposedly praCtical rea
sons' What are these' 

lJ. B. Tow, The Real Chinese in America. Academy Press, New York, 
1923, p. 68.. . 

.II Our American Japanese Problems. Charles Scribner's Sons, 1914, 
p. 170. . 
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Doe. your church provide for contact. between it. congre
gation and church member. of other race., in .0 far as these 
may be organized in separate churches' If 80, how' 

I. there in your community an occasional interchange of 
pulpit. between white and colored ministers' If so, with what 
results' If not, why not' 

Do the churches in your community, does your own church, 
.tand behind and take part in civic efforts in inter-racial co
operation' Is the attitude of your church to religious and 
social enterprise among the foreign born of your community 
antagonistic, indifferent, patronizing or cooperative' 

Is the general attitude in your church that race feeling must 
be suppressed because it is unchristian or that it must be ex
amined as to its reprehensible and justifiable elements' In 
what practical way, does your church express its attitude to 
race feeling-whatever this is' 

The findings on the various groups of questions in this chap
ter are likely to be somewhat miscellaneous and disconnected. 
Let us see whether we can summarize some of the matters of 
major concern: 

What are the dominant motives in the objections to social 
contacts with the members of another race' Does the fear of 
intermarriage enter into the attitude of railroad travelers, of 
storekeepe" and their clients, of social workers, of churches' 
Doe, every BOCial contact make for a larger pos:ribility of inter
marriage' Are other motive, hidden, consciously or uncon
sciously, behind objections to social contact on the ground 
that it leads to intermarriage' 

Does the exclusion of a raciol or national group from a pri
tlate i1",titution, such as a club, represent an insult' Is a 
church a private im/itution' Is a hotel1 Is a business men'. 
association' Is a college fraternity' Is a Y. M. C. A.' 

Can churches a11d social agencies eliminate race discrimina
tions altogether from their own practices' Is there anything 
onti-social in the attitude of persom who wish the atmosphere 
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of their church, their club, etc., to represent the taste and cul
tural standards of their own racial group' Are such tastes 
and standards likely to be different from those of other radal 
groups' Is it possible to admit, without spoiling the desired 
intimate atmosphere, individuals of other groups' Is there 
less resentment on the part of the race excluded if a few 
chosen members of that race are invited to join' Is this ex
clusiveness on racial lines in any way different from exclusive
ness on class lines' Is it contrary to what is usually regarded 
as the American spirit' Did the founders of this republic 
construe democracy as all-inclusiveness' Did Lincoln' 

Are you personally following the code of your set, in so far 
as it has one and you know it, in sodal relations with members 
of other race groups' Does that code correspond to your 
ideas of justice, of social expediency, of Christianity' Does 
adherence by the members of different social groups to the 
traditional standards of these groups mean a hardening and 
perpetuating of existing class and race lines' Have these 
lines, as a matter of fact, undergone changes in your experI
ence' If so, what are these' 

Would you sell your house to a Negro if you knew that in 
doing so you would lower the values of your neighbors' homes' 
What is it that determines those values' Is there a critical 
housing situation in your community. which especially affects 
Negroes or foreign-born groups' Is the community doing any
thing about it' Can indi~iduals do anything about it' Would 
any action on your part, if it disregarded the prevailing s.en
timent of the dominant group, do more harm tha'! good' . 

What, if any, is the particular harm of "Jim Crow" regu
lations' Would their abolition in some parts of the co;'ntry 
lead to more race friction' Could one find out when and 
where public opinion is rips for their abolition' Is an aboli
tion of variolls race taboos possible without a period of pre-
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vious education in tolerance' Can education in tolerance be 
effective while these taboos continue' 

What would be the net social result if the abolition of such 
taboos were to lead to more intimate contacts and to inter
ma"";(lge' Do we know enough about the effects, biological 
and social, of intermarriage to foresee that result' Has the 
prohibition of intermarriage in fact prevented miscegenation' 
Would the members of different racial groups-with their dif
ferences in appearance, customs, standards, language, habits, 
social status, experiences, ideals-intermarry in large numbers 
if free to do so, D.o most marriages take place between two 
individuals without regard to their social and family connec
tions' Do increased contacts between racial groups neces
sarily lead to increased intimacy between individual members 
of those groups' 



CHAPTER VII 

Non-Adjustment and Mal-Adjustment 

See note on top of page 1 

If the study of race relations has been approached with the 
assumption that some simple factor, such as economic deter
mination or a biological struggle for survival, accounts for 
every variety of antagonism between different racial or na
tional groups, an examination of the great variety of incidems 
in the previous chapters will have dissipated any such idea. 
We must now attack yet another complicating element that 
often escapes those who seek to simplify the statement of the 
problem. Do not many of the incidents related show that in 
situations which at first present themselves as illustrations of 
race struggle, tbe racial or biological element may, in reality. 
be almost negligible-indeed, sometimes accidental" 

There is yet another series of incidents, some of them con
tributed by correspondents as illustrative of racial antagon
ism, where the element of friction is clearly temporary a~d 
cannot, therefore, be assigned to differences in p~rmaneDt, 
biological characteristics. Social groups are not static in their 
mutual relations but shift from one position to another. Two .. 
races adjusted to each other in a harmonious living together 
at some point in their develo'pment may at another point find 

1 Many incidents of traditional attitudes given in these chapters can 
be paralleled with similar incidents that occur in societies of homo
geneous race-though historiea11y the respective social and economic 
status of these groups may be explained by a difference of race that 
has disappeared through intermarriage; as, for instance, the relations 
betweeD squire, tenant farmers and laborers in a typical backward Eng
lish country community or between Junkers and peasants in the eastern 
parts of Germany or, for the matter of that, all eastern Europe. 

184 
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their interests drifting apart, their very conditiona of exist
ence becoming mutually exclusive_ Or again, and most fre
quently at the beginning of their contact, two racial groups 
may carry on an independent life side by side, with few rec
ognized contacts, to discover at a later stage an interdepend
ence that requires a much closer relationahip between them 
than they have been aware of_ This new interdependence-
which may be political or economic-requires of social inter
course a tranaition from mere tolerance to cooperation, a tran
sition which brings with it new problems for conduct, not 
always solved without friction_ We have, thus, to distinguish 
betwecn problems of non-adjustment and of mal-adjustment, 
each involving dangers to social harmony which may he aggra
vated by the common misunderstandings and traditional atti
tudes, and by differences in treatment that have become habit
ulll, such as have been reviewed in earlier chapters. 

Old Residents and New 

Our first series of incidents illustrative of these types of 
problems deals with the relations between old residents and 
new in a community" 

178. In one of the congested quarters of New York City is a 
8mall Protcstant church whose members are Americana, 
IlIrgely of Scotch and German stock, most of them of the work
ing class. They nre good, thrifty, self-respecting people. 
Some time ago, a group of Italian Protestant Christiana who 
had been holding serviccs in a store, were obliged io find tem
porary quarters pending the completion of a church edifice. 
They asked for permission to use the church just described; 
they were willing to take it on any terms, holding their ser
vices at an hour that would not interfere with the regular ap
pointments of the church. The American-born church mem
bers, however, were unwilling to grant this permission. They 

'8M also eXRDlplNl No. 11·22, 28-30, 33-39, 44, 48-49, 55, 58, 87, 99, 
113, Ut, 1~6, 134, l.n, 142, 15,- 166, 174. 



186 And Who Is My Neighbor' 

were almost scandalized at the request. "What," they said, 
"let those dirty dagoes use our church! It wouldn't be fit 
for decent people to come into after them." 

It was pointed out to them by one whom they respected and 
who knew the Italians well, that these were a very decent 
crowd. But this had no influence on the children of an earlier 
immigration as they felt that all Italians were dirty and nn
desirable. It was also suggested to them that their attitude 
was scarcely Christian; but this had no effect. They seemed 
to feel that they were confronted with a situation which de
manded "practical" treatment and in which Christian prin
ciples of brotherhood did not for the moment apply. The Ital
ians finally found a temporary home in a settlement. 

Since the Italians, according to one man who knew them 
well, were "a very decent crowd," why were they objected 
to' Wauld the attitude of the native Americans toward them 
be likely to be the same in another twenty years' What con
tacts are they likely to have had' 

179. I heard" America" sung in Italian recently by a con
gregation to whom I spoke in English without an interpreter. 
The pastor was not antagonistic to the nse of English, nor were 
his people. They simply had not given any thought to the 
matter.! 

Does this example throw light on the others' 

180. The athletic club at a certain settlement is composell 
of young men between the ages of 18 and 25. There is a mem
bership of about 150. The niembers are chiefly of ·German· 
and Irish extraction with a fairly large proportion of ~er
ican-born Jews of Russian and Polish parentage. 

A few years ago when ·young Italians began to apply for 
admission to the club there was a strong prejudice against ac
cepting them. Indced a boy with an Italian name had no 
chance. The head worker of the settlement used to argue with 
the members in behalf of the Italians, citing eases of young 
Italians he knew who were thoroughly nice fellows, and nrged 
that all applicants be considered on their merits. This had 

1 Charles A. Brooks, Christian Americanization. Missionary Eiluenti('D 
Movement, 1919, p. 65. 
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no effect_ The club members replied that it was all very well 
for the chier to talk that way but that they knew these boya 
in a way he did not; they worked alongside of them, and they 
knew that any Italian for the slightest grievance would stick 
a knife in your back_ There was no question about this in 
their minds. 

The hendworker concluded that it would be foolish to try 
to force things by insisting that Italian boys should be taken 
illto the club. However, as Italians began to be prominent 
in sports generalIy, and as the club members came into com
petition with Italian members of other clubs, the prejudice 
began to brenk down. They were ready to take in an Italian 
if he looked like a promising athlete, one who might make 
some sort of record for the club. 

Would Italian boys in an American shop be likely to use a 
knife" for the slightest grievance'" What has created thai 
belief' Is il a genuine belief or a rationalization for some 
other cause of antagonism' If the latt.r, what is that cause 
likrly to be' 

ltll. A young Italian 011 the thre.hold of manhood is now in 
a reformatory. He worked in a shop where his felIow work
ers said that the girls in America were all free; all he had to 
tlo was to show some money and the girl was his. He fol
lowed the teaching literalIy, insulted two respectable young 
wOlllen and is today learning what law is, and how America 
ho'llors its womanhood.' 

Consider these four incidents together. They all deal with. 
I1"lians in Ollr great cities. Is the segregation of foreign 
groups from the rest of the community accidental' If not, 
,"'",t are the rra,'OIlS for it' Is an antagonism like that in 
r.rample No. 180 likely to be revived at any time' Under what 
cirrufllstallers' Was the young Italian in example No. 181 
rrally as gllilflrss as h. is pictured' 

'Peter Roberta. The Problem of Americanization. Macmillan Co., 
1 fI:!O, p. 183. 
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Here is another incident from settlement experience:' 

182. It is only within the last twenty years that Jewish boys 
in New York have taken an active interest in athletics. The 
settlements that worked among the Jews realized that the boys 
were devoting themselves too much to literary and intellec
tual pursuits and decided, about that time, to stimulate an 
interest in sports. 

I remember, writes the head worker of one the settlements, 
one of the first basketball games that our Settlement Athletic 
Club played with a group from one of the downtown settle
ments. Tbeir opponents were all Jews, and our Irish and 
German boys regarded them with contempt mixed with amuse
ment. This was before the game. To their astonishment and 
chagrin the Jewish team beat them. 

I thought it was a wholesome lesson but did not anticipate 
the consequences. The Jewish boys politely said good-by, but 
not long afterwards they came running back to the gymna
sium breathless and demanding protection. It seems that our 
Athletic Club boys had gone down to the street and waited for 
the victorious team to appear and then had proceeded to give 
them the kind of a licking which the rules of the game would 
not permit on the gymnasium floor. . 

An example from the industrial field may suggest other 
evidence on this point: 

183. Some years ago, writes a molder, I was working at ~y 
trade at a fairly large foun&y in a city of NebraSka. The 
molders, like other crafts, have through long years of experi
ence built up an apprenticeship system which works to the 
great advantage of those who undertake to learn a trade and 
want to be real mechanics. So, in this shop with quite a num
ber of molders there were a number of apprentices, most of 
them Italians. . 

1 For other incidents arising in neighborhood work and a general 
exposition of the problems involved in the adjustment between old resi
dents aDd newcomers residing in the same eommunity see the literature 
of American settlements; more especially Robert A. Woods and Albert 
J. Kennedy, The Settlement Horir.on (RusselJ Sage Foundation. 1922); 
and also John Daniels' critical study, America ria the Neighborhood 
(Harper" Brothers, 1920). 
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Now I, for one, hold no ill-will or malice toward anyone 
bccause of his creed, color or nationality; and it so happened 
that the majority of molders in this shop were of the same 
frame of mind. Therefore the Italian apprentices were at all 
times treated as brothers, and when they had finished their 
time were admitted to the union. 

In negotiation with the firm for an increase in wages, the 
lUolders were compelled to strike. After being out a week-it 
being the custom to call the apprentices out later-the molders 
called UpOI' the apprentices to lay down their tools. They 
rcfused. 

IIere the members of a craft had for years been training 
these men of a foreign nationality, as was their duty; these 
had becn serving terms varying from six months to almost 
four years whcn the strike was called, yet refused to identify 
themselves with their fellow workers and acted as a closed 
national group. Thus quite an ill-feeling grew up, and when 
about a yellr later I lcft the city, there had grown up a posi
tive ease of prejudice against Italians. 

lIad the native molders and their foreign-born apprentices 
adjusted their respect·ive interests as wage-earners' At what 
point had that adjustmwt stopped' Was this limitation in
evitable' Had it anything to do with the relationship of the 
two groups outside the shop' What was that relationship' 
What was the effect 01 the strike upon it' 'What would it 
hat'e become in, say, te .. years il there had not been this 
strike' Is the antagonism to Italians which developed l·ikely 
to be a new, permm,ellt lactor in the life of that community' 
What influences will "ollrish, what i"fluences abate it' 

Effects of Non-Adjustment 
Two examples will illustrate more especially the influence 

of thcir limited contact with native Americans upon the atti
tude of immigrants to the country of their adoption or tem
porary residcnce: 

184 ... America is the most mean and vile country," writes 
a 18bor~r by the name of Terenty, .. and I will try to light the 
fire of hate toward Americans in every corner of Russia." 
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He lived in America for six years, but during that time the 
" Americans" he came in coutact with were immigrants like 
himself, who sometimes exploited and mistreated him. 

A laborer from Ohio writes: "We have here too many 
Americans. I worked in other places, and have seen only a 
few of them. But here wherever you go you see Americans, 
and they look upon you as if you were a low thing and they 
were great men. I hate them!" 

Only one of those" haters" displayed some humor, saying: 
"The Americans are a bad people. You speak to them the 
plainest Russian language, and you even add a word or two 
of English, for their benefit, and still they do not understand 
a thing!" 

The main difficulty in the relations between Russian immi· 
grants and Americans is that there are almost no such rela· 
tions .... J 

What were the contacts of these men with" Americans"! 
Are their views typical! Were they contacts touching only 
one side of their lives! Would their "hate" be likely to dis· 
appear with longer residence! If so, why' 

185. Frequently the person who collects the rent may be a 
foreigner, but as the Russians say, "How can we tell f He 
speaks English, he is an American to us. " The agent, accord· 
ing to the Russians, rarely ~grees to make any improvements, 
although they may be sorely needed. Few tenants dare to 
insist, for they may receive a request for an increase of rent 
by way of reply. One priest told us his experience with these. 
agents: 

When they are Americans they are very polite as long 
as they think they. can get your money. One insurance 
agent crossed himself as he opened my door. After he 
received my order he went out slamming the door and . 
spitting on· the porch. When others come for the rent, 
they will offer me a cigarette; when they have no busi· 
ness, they won't even recognize me on the street.' 

I Robert E. Park and Herbert A. Miller, op. cit., p. 23, quoting an 
article by Mark ViHehur in RtJ,8skoye 81ovo, a newspaper in tit£' 
Russian language, published in New York. 

:! Jerome Davis, op. cit., p. 64. 
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Is assimilation a process by which newcomers become ab
sorbed in the community I Does contact with new groups 
change the character of the older established ones I Does the 
nature of the contact influence the mutual attitudes I Does it 
influence the rate of progress in the process of assimilation I 

Which of the situations displayed in the examples .0 far 
considered in this chapter illustrate non-adjustment-lack of 
contacts-and which of them mal-adjustment--disturbing 
contacts I 

Is your conduct toward persons 0' variolts racial and na
tional groups in your community inilltenccd by distinct feel
-ings which you have toward them' Do customary attitudes 
of your own group toward the other groups play any part in 
these feclings' Do you have a sense of superiority over new
comers to the community which is independent of their race 
or nationality I If you are native white, do you 'eel differ
ently to a foreign-born person or a Negro who has been living 
in the community 'or a long time from the way you feel 
toward one recently arrived' 

This section would not be complete witbout at least sug
gestive references to efforts made by alien groups to adjust 
them.elves to the standards of their fellow citizens: 

186. In Wapato, Washington, in the Yakima Valley, ten 
Japanese families contributed $10 a month to pay the salary 
of a white American woman to live for a week at a time with 
each of them and show them" how to make a Christian Amer
ican home." 

·;\n observer reports that owing to the character and ability 
of the woman secured for it this unique educational experi
ment was most successful. 

187. The following is quoted from a Japanese newspaper 
published in SeattIe: 

Last Friday evening a dance was given by the Japaneae 
Girls' Cluh, at Corinth Hall. The club was organized by the 
Japanese girl students of the city, assisted by the patronesses 
of the community. The present club is the first attempt to 
organize B Bocial club among the girls of the Japanese com
munity after the American fashion. This social affair was 
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attended by a large number of the leading men and women of 
the community who received the guests of the evening. The 
decoration of the hall and the arrangement of the program 
suggested the atmosphere of American social life, with a total 
lack of the ways of the Far East. 

While I watched the progress of the evening, I could not 
help but feel the good that this sort of undertaking brings to 
the life of the young people in the community by giving them 
the feeling that they too can have, as their American sisters 
have, a social life; and I quietly hoped that a great deal of 
good may come out of this club activity without the Corre
sponding weakness of over-socialization.' 

What induced the Japanese, in example No. 186, to invite 
a white American woman to live among them' Have you 
come across other cases in which a foreign·born group took 
the initiative in seeking to learn American ways' 

I. the effect necessarily favorable or lasting' What has 
been the general effect of Negroes trying to adopt the stand· 
ards of white Americans' What were their previous 
standards' 

Does such adaptation to other modes of living tend to di
minish the characteristic contribution which each race or 
nationality might make to American life' Does it lead to a 
dead monotony in our social life, . 

Will such assimilation of cultural standards lead to inter
marriage and amalgamation' Is that Japanese editor repre
sentative in his appraisal of the dance given at Corinth Hall' 
Are other foreign-born lead~rs opposed to the imitation of 
American ways' If so, what are their reasolls!' 

A New Environment 

So far we have had in mind chiefly failures in adjustment 
between different groups that are thrown together in our cos
mopolitan life. We have seen what happens when two ~ts of 

1 Robert E. Park, The Immigrant Press and Its ControJ. Harper and 
'Brothers, 1922, p. 164. 

I Make sure that on this and similar questions raised in this chapter 
you have the views ot representative persons of foreign birth. 
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people (or more) with separate traditions, distinct back. 
grounds, different in appearance, tastea and abilities are 
brought into contacts which, usually, are limited and not on 
the plane of their highest common interests. But for the new
comer more is involved than just meeting and living with 
strangers. The whole environment in which he finds himself 
iR different from the one to which he has been accustomed; 
not only the attitudes which he encounters among the older 
residents vary from those he has known, but the whole social 
nexus implied in the categories of place and work-that is, 
modes of living, industries, form of residence, diet, available 
resources of all kinds, including those for education and recre· 
ation-may be new to him. We must, therefore, distinguish 
from the adjustment problems just considered others in which 
fail ures in harmonious assimilation arise from the strangeness 
of the environment as a whole rather than from the nature 
of the particular racial or national groups encountered in it. 

188. In Dayton,. Ohio, as in other cities of that part of 
the United Stat.es, large numbers of Negroes have come in 
during recent years from the South who are not equipped by 
previous experience for life in a modern industrial commu· 
nity. Hence all sorts of problems in relationships arise. Here 
is the story of one of them: 

A II ungarian family bought property and moved into its 
new home before it discovered that the property next door 
was owned by a colored family of low standards of living. 
It was the only colored family in the block, had owned the 
house for several years and during this time kept a cow, B 

horse and at varous times pigs. The collective instinctll of 
this family, as our informant expresses it, are strong; they 
have accumulllted rags, pieces of burlap, stacks of straw, junk 
which is much in evidence-in short, the lot is in a very untidy 
and unsanitary condition. The Hungarian family, as it hap. 
pened, was one of high standards. Their home was neat, 
though simple, their garden well cared for and their children 
well behaved. They have planted many flowers. 
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Not knowing to whom to report their distress when water, 
thrown on the ground from the backdoor of the "Brown" 
family seeped down onto their lawn, or where to report the 
menace of their neighbors' uncollected garbage, the Hunga
rian family tried to settle the matter directly with their 
neighbors. With their limited knowledge of English, unfor
tunately about all they succeeded in doing was to call the 
Browns "dirty niggers"; aud the Browns retaliated by call
ing the Hungarians "Hunkies"; so by the time the atteution 
of a social agency was drawn to the situation, the feeling ran 
high. 

A social worker who was called in tried to reason with the 
colored family. But they were incapable of keeping the lot 
clean, and the trouble grew. The case was then reported to 
the Sanitary Division of the Department of Health. An in
spector showed the need to clean up; but again it proved im
possible to get anything done. The social worker again vis
ited the home of the Browns and tried to persuade them to 
clean up their yard. They replied by putting a "spite wall" 
of burlap between the two lots, making the appearance even 
worse than it had been before. At last a colored Visiting 
Housekeeper has been employed by the city and is making 
regular visits in the home of the Browns. In the meantime, 
the social worker is calling on the Hungarian family, trying 
to teach them to be patient with their neighbors' shorteomings. 

189. Daniel Szmolia, a ·l"kranian peasant working as a 
pocket maker, was discharged for poor workmanship. He came 
into the office of the arbitration board which was to review 
his case, a picture of perplexity. Heavily built, broad faced; 
slow of movement, and slow inentally, he could not under
stand why he was no longer wanted. He had worked at'the 
occupation for three yea,rs and now suddenly he was "no 
good," as he put it. The foreman explained that the maD . 
was willing enough, but, try as he wonld, he could not do the 
work properly. Instructors could do nothing with him and 
he was warned over and over again that he would have to do 
better, but neither instruction nor threats of discharge brought 
any improvement. There was nothing to do but to let him go. 



Non·Adjustment and Mal-Adjustment 195 

One glance at the man's large hands and short fat fingers 
was enough to convince the chairman of the board that he 
never would learn to do the intricate work of pocket mak· 
ing. His physical and mental processes showed that he was 
equipped by nature for rough, heavy labor and was accus· 
tomed to waiting for the results of his work to grow. Manipu
lating cloth under the needle of a sewing machine was the 
last thing one would expect such a man to be able to do . 

.. How long have you had this man I" the foreman was 
asked . 

.. About nine months. He came to us when we were short 
of pocket makers and were glad to get anyone. We kept him 
on pockets as long as we could not get anyone else, then we 
tried him at sewing up shoulders and backs, but we have had 
to do all that work of his over again also. It seems he can't 
sew a straight seam." 

There was no place in the factory for Daniel Szmolia, and 
the employment manager had to let him go. His place was 
on a farm or at other heavy laboring tasks, but in all proba· 
bility he would apply at other clothing factories and work a 
few months at a time as he had been doing for three years. 
Some one had tallen him into a tailor shop when he came to 
this country, taught him to sew on a machine, and now it was 
the only work that he knew.' 

190. A young Croatian woman who came to America to join 
her husband wrote back telling how hard it was for her to 
wear a hat. Her husband said: "You may live with me for 
years, but I shall not go out with you unless you wear a hat.'" 

Contrast the early environment of the persons figuring in 
these episodes with their environment later in life. What was 
the bearing of the change upon their relationships with per
SOIls of other Uroups' 

Docs the comn,unity normally favor the retentian of their 
habitllal tastcs, standards and modes of meeting life's 'Vicissi
t IIdcs by the foreiun·born, 

I William. M. Leisoraon, op. "'", p. 91. 
I Willinm P. Shriv~r, Immigrant Forre8. Miasiouury Education Yovt.'· 

mont, 1913, p. 221. 
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Are the southern Negroes who have come to Dayton in a 
position analogous to that of foreign-born immigrants' Was 
their coming to the city in large numbers recognized by the 
community as bringing a new problem in adjustments' 

Why was Szmolia perplexed when he came into the office 
of the arbitration board' When and how did he discover that 
he was "no good" at his worM Why had he stayed in it for 
three years' How had he got into it' What agencies are 
there to help immigrants find suitable worM What is suit
able work-that at which they can earn high wages, that in 
which America most needs helping hands, that in which the 
immigrant may most quickly become adjusted to his new en
vironment' 

And, lastly, what has the Croatian woman's hat got to do 
With the subject here under discussion' 

Old and Young 

One consideration which, on the surface, may seem some
what outside the scope of our present inquiry but which is 
really central to our theme is tbe adjustment between the older 
established and the more recent groups of the same race or 
nationality_ The quality and speed of adjustment within the 
group as a whole naturally has a vital bearing on its relation 
to the rest of the community_ 

191. A Hungarian student, who was working in an Amer
ican factory in an unskilled manual employment, made many 
friends among the sturdy workingmen of his nationality. As 
he had a better education than most of them, he was asked 
after a time to take charge cif a Sunday School for ·their chlI
dren which was held in their social hall, behind a restaurant, 
for the express purpose of keeping the children Hungarian. 
He told them Hungarian fairy tales and stories from the 
history of their country; at .Christmas time and on other holi
days they had parties in which some of the grown-ups would 
take part. . 

There was a rule that all speech in this Sunday School must 
be in the Hungarian language. He soon observed that, try as 
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he would, he could not enforce it_ In taking off their coats, 
in going out, at any time when he turned his back, the children 
would speak English among themselves. 

In visiting the homes of some of these children he discovered 
a similar vain endeavor to preserve the Hungarian language. 
While they would speak in that language to their parents, the 
brothers and sisters among themselves invariably would speak 
in English, the language of street and school. He tried to 
convince the parents that their effort was useless; but they 
persisted in saying that the children learned English fast 
enough, and that there could be no harm in having them learn 
a second language, a language they would not be likely to 
acquire later in life unless it was taught in the home. So, while 
continuing to conduct his Sunday School in Hungarian, he no 
longer tried to enforce the rule that the children must also 
converse ill that language among themselves. The punishments 
for doing so were quietly forgotten. 

Why did the Hungarians wish to have their children in· 
structed in the Hungarian language' Why did the attempt 
fail' Did the older Hungarians by their insistence show that 
they had no wish to become completely adjusted to American 
life' 

192. A Russian family returned to the United States after 
an absence in their home country in 1898, bringing with them 
four children, two born in the United States and two, twins, 
born during the visit to Russia. These children were brought 
up in an American environment except for the fact that they 
attended the Russian Orthodox Church. They always had 
native American children for their best friends. 

Later when the eldest daughter was sixteen years of age, she 
.. went out" with an American man and married him a year 
la(or without her parents' consent. Her parents had known 
of the girl's friendship with the American but had not thought 
of it seriously. Owing to their objection to the marriage, the 
COli pie eloped and were married by a Protestant minister. The 
father, on learning of this, became enraged and would not let 
the daughter come to the house any more. He remained un
relenting, in spite of the entreaties of other members of the 
fumily. so long as the daughter stayed away. But one day she 
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came back with her husband, and after a long conversation the 
father agreed, "well, if you are satisfied, I guess I have to be." 

Now the family is getting on together very well, and the girl 
is constantly in and out of her father's home. He has become 
reconciled not only to this marriage but has accepted the 
natural results of his living in an American city and the 
futility of efforts to hold the younger generation apart from 
their American environment. 

What reconciled the father to the acceptance of American 
ideas' What does the writer mean by "the natural results of 
his living in an American ecity'" Why were the father's 
efforts to hold the younger generation apart from their Ameri
can environment futile' Was the white community arrayed 
against him in this matter' Why did the daughter return to 
the parental home, and what is it likely that she did to re
establish the strained family ties 1 

193. The Juvenile Court was asked by the neighbors to 
investigate conditions in a Polish family, in which a six-year
old boy was said to be neglected. The investigation showed 
no real neglect from the point of view of the court, but a 
si tua tion that needed supervision. 

The mother WII$ a widow and had, besides the six-year-old 
boy, two daughters aged seventeen and nineteen. Both girls 
were born in Austria. The father had preceded his family to 
the United States, and for five years the mother had worked 
and supported herself and the children in the old country 
before he was able to send for them. He seems not to have had 
a very good moral influence over the children, but had been 
dead several years. The daughters were both supporting the 
mother, who was doing one or two days' work a week. 

The daughters turned over all their earnings to the mother, 
but said that she was a poor ipanager and never had' anything 
to show for it. They themselves had managed to buy. new 
furniture and clothes for themselves. They said they were 
ashamed to go out with their mother, who remained unpro
gressive, would not dress as they liked, and would not manage 
the home as they wished. The girls told the officer that they 
did not take her out with them, but gave her money to go to 
the "movies." Yet she would do nothing but sit at home and 
cry. 
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At one time the boy was accused of stealing coal from a 
neighbor. The oldest girl wanted her mother to investigate, 
but the mother would not go near any of her American neigh
bors. The daughter herself found out that the child had really 
taken the coal from a neighbor, and whipped him. Gradually 
the daughters, especially the older one, have assumed entire 
control of the family_ 

The mother can no longer discipline even the six-year-old 
boy. Since the daughter has undertaken to correct him, he 
pays no attention at all to his mother. The probation officer 
has tried to restore a more normal family relationship, and 
has tried to help the girls to understand their mother's posi
tion. She still speaks with pride of the five years in the old 
country when she supported them alone, and when she was 
really of some use to them. 

The older daughter threatened for some time to leave home 
if her mother could not be more agreeable. When the court 
officer remonstrated, she said that of course she would leave 
her furniture, and could not be convinced that that would not 
entirely compensate. Later she did leave home, and took some 
of her furniture. The family are Catholics, hut the mother no 
longer goes to church, and, though the girls go, the priest 
seems to have had no influence over them.' 

194. Recently a social worker attended a hospital clinic with 
a gentle, silver-haired Russian woman. This woman's shawl 
which was of a fine old-world material, the like of which it 
would be difficult to find in America, caused a noticeable 
ripple of amusement among the other patients. Yet many of 
these had come from similar peasant communities and only a 
rew years earlier had worn similar shawls. 

Is the older generation of immigrants less desirous than the 
youllgrr, and especially the children born in America, to be
come integrated 'lito American life' In what does the differ
ence in their respective viewpoints cow" Is the strain be
tween old and young lessened when the immigrant family 
li".s in a purely American environmenlt Are people of edu
cation less e:rposed to conflicts of tllis nature' 

I Sophaniaba P. Breekiuridge, New Homee tor Old. Harper" Broth
.... 1921, p. 183. 
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At what point did the mal-adjustment between old and 
young in each of these examples affect the relations between 
the respective foreign-born group and the rest of the com
munity' What were the American interests primarily in
volved' 

In a way this chapter, from a somewhat different angle, 
runs over ground already covered in the previous discussion. 
While all problems of relationships between different racial 
and national groups may be divided into problems of unad
justment and those of maladjustment, we have here concen
trated our attention on relations in which friction is more 
clearly due to temporary conditions rather tban deep-seated 
feelings resulting from personal experience, early impressions, 
and the like. Yet a clear demarcation between the two types 
of problems is obviously not possible since they are closely re
lated and often occur together. Let US see whether we can 
summarize our impressions and findings as regards the ques
tions considered in this chapter: 

Does the immigrant necessarily have divided loyalties as 
between his old and his new home' Is the resulting strain 
upon the emotions identical with that upon persons who have 
changed their residence from one part· of the country to an
other' Enumerate the differences and descNoe their respec
tive pull upon the emotions: Is the strain lessened if newcom
ers form colonies of their own' Why do Americans abroa.d 
form colonies' 

Are there any agencies in' your community that try to 
lessen the strain' Are they equally concerned in the removal 
of j.solation--1lnadjustment-as in the removal of ma/<ldjust
menU 

Does adjustment to American life, that is to present stand
ards of native white American life, necessarily le<Id to 
complete assimilation' Are outwardly adjusted foreigners 
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more valuable to American life than those who remain at
tached to their distinctive customs' 

What attitudes on the part of native Americans are helpful 
to the newcomers' progress in adjustment, what attitudes are 
hindering it' Does tolerance make for adjustment' Is a 
special knowledge of each group and its characteristics re
quired before efforts to help in their adjustment can succeed' 
May such knowledge easily be obtained' How would you go 
about an effort to obtain it' 

Have immigrants as a rule correct or erroneous impressions 
of American conditions' Of American ideals' Will formal 
"Americanization" activities be effective in adjusting the 
newcomer to his environment even when he does not share 
every privilege of American citizenship and culture' What 
are his reactions to 8uch educational efforts if at the same 
time he finds himself discriminated against in industry or 
social life' 

What exactly do you mean by Americanization' Is it a 
process of adjusting the immigrant to some permanent Amer
ican culture patterrl' Is there such a pattern' If so, how has it 
come about' How do you distinguish between American and 
foreign elements in the life of present-day America' What 
characteristics come to your mind when you speak of a typical 
American" What part do race, climate and topographY, oc
cupatiolls play ill the American character' Can one not born 
of native white American parelltage, or his offspring, ever 
attaill that character' If not, why noU If yes, in what dif
ferellt respects must he become adjusted to a new set of 
conditiolls' 

What does full adjustment to American culture imply' 

• See a t"liarming attempt at de6nition under the title, What ill an 
Ameriran, by Honor6 WUlaia Morrow, in The Survey tor July 1, 1923. 
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Is a complete adjustment between all the racial and national 
groups that make up the American population possible with. 
out changes in the attitude of Americans toward foreign peo· 
pies in their home countries' What effect would a fuller 
adjustment of the different national and racial groups that 
make up the American people have upon American relations 
u-ith other nations' Specify two or three distinct problems 
in American foreign relations that would be influenced by 
such adjustment. and how they would be influenced. 



Conclusion 

Once more Mrs. Garfinckle's front porch. Selma, the cook, 
has suddenly left to marry that long-legged clerk of Mr. 
Tout's. "And she never told me-but of course I found out, 
and I gave her my blue silk and my second-best suit-case; and 
I told her he could fetch the sofa and two armchairs that I 
have inherited from poor James-they have been gathering 
dust in the attic. The poor thing has almost nothing at all. 
By the way, you said your Minnie couldn't wear that new 
suit. ... " But Mrs. Jones is pre-occupied with a problem 
of her own. It appears that Jeff, the colored garden helper, 
has been arrested for stealing a bicycle. Bail has been fixed 
at $100, and his mother-"you know her, that fat woman 
who does the washing for Mrs. Clark "-has been trying fran
tically to borrow that amount from Jeff's former employers. 
"He isn't a bad boy, Jeff; and I'm sure he is so scared he 
won't do anything like that again. But Miss Purdy wouldn't 
give a cent and the Leaches are out of town. So I gave her 
$30-that was all I could lay my hands on-and went over 
with her to Mr. Carson who lent her the rest. We can't let 
Jeff stay in that dreadful place. . . ." 

Further up the street, Mrs. Moller tells her neighbor that 
she hllB become secretary of the Parents' Association at the 
high school. ' , You remember how scared I was on account of 
all the colored children. But I had to let George go there; 
what else could I have done' And now," she confesses to her 
neighbor, Mrs. Sullivan, .. I don't mind them at all. In fact, 
I have gone round visiting with one of the teachers, and you 
wouldn't believe me, dear, if I told you what lovely homes 
some of these black people have down there by the yards. I 
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don't know how they do it, with all the dirt and smoke down 
there. And there's a new savings bank on the corner, too." 

Chairs are rocking vigorously on banker Carson's terrace. 
A wire has come from the East that morning announcing the 
arrival of a boy, child and mother (Mary Louise) doing well. 
It is signed "Alf." Mr. Cosgrove, the minister, who hap
pens to be passing, comes up to congratulate. "That will 
finish Alf's moral training," he says laughingly. "He al
ways was a bit wild, but Mary had him in hand since she put 
up her hair, and she has made a real man of him." "By the 
way," asks one of the aunts, "what became of that Chinese 
student-you remember." "Oh, Tsang! He wrote me at 
Christmas that he has been appointed health officer in Tow-Ho 
and is going to marry a nurse at the mission hospital there, a 
girl who comes from his province. He wishes to be remem
bered to all the folks at the church; he says he never knew the 
meaning of Christianity until so many of you people opened 
your homes to him and treated him like a cousin." Evidently 
Mr. Cosgrove has forgotten; but the aunts haven't and blush. 

Elm Avenue is lovely, this bright spring morning. The 
world seems bathed in peace and contentment. Two angels 
pass unseen, stopping here and there .to listen to the neigh
borly gossip. 

"They are learning to five together," says one. "It's a 
slow process, but they learn. They are not very clever; their 
minds are filled with so man;y old, fixed ideas; it is difficult 
for understanding to break thtough.' , 

"There will always be misunderstandings and prejudices," 
says the other. "Human nature being what it is .... " 

"But is not this human n!'-ture-the sharing of joys and 
sorrows, the regard for others' traditions and opinions, mlltual 
aid! " 
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•• These people trot round and round in a small circle. They 
may be good neighbors-at the same time they are indifferent 
citizens and worse cosmopolites." 

.. Even so-has not the ]'laster said: Thou shalt love thy 
neighbor! If everyone loved those near him, could there be 
Rtrife and race rivalries and wars' Would not prejudice dis
appenrT Would not those most distant from each other in 
origin, looks, language, customs, habits, creed be linked by an 
unbroken chain of understanding and sympathy'" 

"Yes, in that way, perhaps-even with human nature as 
it is .. .. " 

"Why not-pcace and goodwill in a world of neighbors i" 



Well, What of It? 
Every reader and every discussion group is requested to 

furnish to The Inquiry a report upon their study of this out
line. To this end the following suggestions are given: 

I. Major Findings 

For those unable to make a full report, the following ques
tions may provide a useful skeleton for setting down the 
more important thoughts and questions provoked by the study 
of this outline: 

1. Has America a race problem that can be defined, analyzed, 
solved, or only a multitude of separate problems in the 
adjustment of different racial and national groups, re
quiring separate solutions' If the latter, what are some 
of these problems' 

2. What are the major elements in the attitudes of the racial 
and national groups toward each other! Which of them 
are unchangeable (and why); which of them can and 
must be changed to bring about a more harmonious liv.
ing together of these groups f 

3. What influences are most likely to change attitudes that 
are harmful to such harmonious living together and liow 
can they be brought into being or, if they exist, b~ 
strengthened' 

What relative importance do you ascribe to 
8. ignorance, 
h. individual and group selfishness, 
c. inadequate ideals, 
d. inadequate efforts to realize right ideals' 
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4. What basi! of opportunity does each racial and national 
group in our American life require to be able to develop 
to the fullest extent its native abilities T 

5. In which departments of life do you consider fellowship 
and equality, in which separation and inequality the most 
promising basis for bringing American culture as a whole 
to its highest flower! 

6. What practical measures seem to you most necessary to 
prevent or remedy injustices in the relations hetween dif
ferent groups T 

7. What measure of contact between groups and individuals 
of different groups seems to you desirable to ohtain a 
maximum of adjustment of cultural standards with a 
minimum of danger to the safely of the highest standards 
so far attained T 

8. At what point or points do you see a conflict between the 
demands of social expediency and the teaching of Christ T 
In what direction would you seek a way out of such con
flict! 

9. On what points do you consider practicable immediate 
commitments on the part of Christian men and women, 
involving not only demands upon slate or church or so
ciety at large but also upon tbeir own personal conduct! 

10. On what points do you counsel the postponement of com
mitments to specific policies or ways of conduct until after 
a more searching study of the various factors involved T 

11. What particular aspects of the subject covered in this 
outline would you like to have more amply documented 
or more fully considered in the light of scientific knowl
edge and of religious principles T 

12. In what ways do you wish to take part in such deepening 
and broadening of our inquiry T 

II. A Full Report 

It is su~gcsled thllt in addition to replies to the questions 
asked under I, reports on the study of this outline further 
"Onlllil1, so fllr ns mlly be po .. ible: 
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1. An analysis of each group of examples and a statement of 
the problems it contains for individual conduct and social 
policy, distinguishing between the problems primarily 
affecting 
a. the persons figuring in the different incidents or per

sons figuring in similar happenings and situations; 
b. the persons in authority or exercising power, such as 

public officials, religious aud social leaders and edu
cators, whose actions upon such happenings and in 
such situations have a far-reaching influence; 

c. society as a whole, or those dominant social groups 
that are determining the public opinion and the larger 
social ideals in which the solutions of specific prob
lems in race relations find their driving force; 

d. every individual, no matter how far removed from 
the particular incidents under consideration, as an 
influence upon public affairs and a possible promoter, 
by the example of his own conduct, of helpful atti
tudes and activities. 

2. Suggestions (partly through the communication of addi
tional episodes) of ways in which the material presented 
for study may be made more adequate; and suggestions 
for improvements in the arrangement and presentation 
of the material. 

Please reply to 
THE INQUIRY 

129 EAST 52ND STREET 

New York 



APPENDIX I 

Definitions 
In this study we are not using the term "race" in any scien

tific mcaning, chiefly because in reality virtually all the so
called raccs represented in our American population are 
mixed ethnic groups, and no test has yet been invented by 
which the racial composition of any given group may defi
nitely be ascertained. 

A race is a subdivision of a species and corresponds to a 
breed in domestic animals. Popularly, the word is used in 
a dilTerent sense, namely that of a population having any 
traits in common, be they hereditary or non-hereditary, bio
logical or social. It is customary, but scientifically inaccurate, 
to speak of the Fren'Ch race, the Anglo-Saxon race, the Gypsy 
race, the Jewish race. The French are a nation and a nation
Illity, with 8 substllntially common speech; biologically they 
are three races considerably mixed, but still imperfectly 
blended. Anglo-Saxon refers primarily to speech, incidentally 
to a set of customs, traditions, and points of view that are 
more or le.<s associated with the language. The Gypsies are a 
seif-eonstituted caste, with folkways, occupations and a speech 
of their own. The Jews, who were once a nationality, at pres
ent, of course, form a religious body, which somewhat varia
bly, in part from inner cohesion and in part from outer pres
sure, tends also to constitute a caste. They evince little heredi
tary racial type, measurements indicating that in each coun
troy they approximate the physical type of the gentile popu
lation.' 

In spite of the looseness of speech which leads to unfortu
nate misunderstandings and errors, the term "race" cannot 

• A. L. Krocbcr, Anthrnpology. Hnrcourt, Brat"e & co., 19!!3, pp. 56-57. 
Thi, work, eS)lt.'t'inlly {,hapters III and IV, is recommended as a re
liable gUide to tho diatiot"tioD between the biological and aoeial fador. 
iuhor£Out in what we ulually apeak ot u U raee problema. J J 
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be avoided in this discussion, because it is the term universally 
associated with the distinctive traits-whether they be in
herited by birth or acquired by upbringing and experience
which characterize different groups in the common national 
and international life. In discussing American race problems 
we are, therefore, not only discussing biological or eugenic 
problems involved in the composition of the American popula
tion, but also problems arising from the contacts of individuals 
and groups considered, and considering themselves, distinct as 
regards "racial" origin. 

Several other terms of a general nature occur in this study 
which are likely to play a prominent part in the discussion 
and should, therefore, be fully understood; Mr. Wissler has 
recently given a clear definition of "culture" which is widely 
accepted: 

One of the first difficulties in the way of comprehending 
the significance of the term culture, lies in the custom of 
using it in a sense of evaluation, as when we refer to a man 
of culture. Thus, by a person of culture we sometimes under
stand one who is educated and polished in manners, or per
haps highly skilled in art or music. As thus applied, the term 
means superiority; but this use has little in common with its 
meaning when applied to a people as ,a whole, for in history 
and social science we speak of the mode of life of this or that 
people as their culture. ,Thus the Eslrimo and Hottentot 
have no less each a culture of their own, than the French or 
the English. In fact, in contrast one to the other, the ]<;skilllo 
and Hottentot have far greater claims to originality in cul.
ture than have tbe English when pitted against the French. 
This is because the whole round of life in England is not yery 
different from that to be observed in France, whereas the life 
cycle of an Eskimo has very little in common with that of.a 
Hottentot. This round of life in its entire sweep of individual· 
activities is the basic phenomenon to which the historian, the 
sociologist, and the anthropoldgist give the name, culture.' 

1 Clark Wissler, Man and Culture. Thomas Y. Crowell Co., 1923, p. 1. 
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Psychologists are still at odds as to the precise nature of 
"instinct"; but they are more or less at one in declaring it as 
"unscientific to try to restrict original activities to a definite 
number of sharply demarcated classes of instinct.''' To un
derstand the nature of instinct and the part it plays in beha
vior-the sum total of bodily reactions-we must distinguish 
it from other forms of behavior. They may be classified as 
follows: 

1. Purely physiological reactions; 
2. Uncoordinated random reactions; 
3. Native reflexes; 
4. Instincts; 
5. Acquired rcflexes; 
6. Habits; 
7. Ideo-motor reactions; 
8. Volitional reactions.' 

The instincts are complex native reactions composed of 8 

number of native reflexes-the simplest and most direct co
ordinatcd movements, made in response to scnsory stimuli
chuined together in such a way that they lead to an adjust
ment of the organism as a whole to some outer situation .... 
Instincts are inherited forms of reaction and are, therefore, 
the result of the transmission from parent to offspring of pre
formed neural pathways. 

While instinct is not consciously controlled by the indivi
dunl, it is nevertheless attended by an impelling consciousness, 
craving or appetent in quality. Illustrations of instincts are 
found in the reactions of fear, anger, jealousy, rivalry, acqui
sitiveness, parental love, play, and imitation. In man instincts 
/Ire rnrcly pure, for they are modified by experience and sup
plemented by volitionul and acquired activities.' 

I John Dowul, HumlUl Nature and Conduct. Henry Holt'" Co., 1922, 
p. 131 • 

• Burtis B. Breese, Psychology. CharI .. Seribner'. Sons, 1917, p. 398. 
,'Breese, op. cit., p. 399. 
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"Prejudice," as used in this study and commonly under-
stood, carries with its precise meaning of prejudgment-a 
making up of the mind without or prior to examination of 
evidence-the connotation of an unfavorable reaction which 
may be the resultant of any combination of the eight categories 
of bodily reaction named above, or a combination of any of 
them with the memory of intellectual experience. 

An" attitude" is the type of sentiment which the individual 
manifests upon the recurrence of a given situation. It is a 
behavior-pattern, with reference especially to the" feeling" 
side of response. It is, in 'Warren 's definition, "a permanent 
set of our mental and nervous system which modifies the 
effect of stimuli and determines how we respond.'" Instead 
of saying, however, that the attitude "determines" how we 
respond it would be more accurate to say it is how we respond. 

Since the valuation element is so strong in a sentiment, an 
attitude may be regarded also as a type of valuation-response. 
Knowing an individual's sentimental valuations in a suffi
ciently large number and variety of specific situations, we can 
predict the type of his valuations-his attitudes-in a new 
situation. Attitudes are thus sentiment-patterns.' 

A precise use of words will save misunderstandings and 
time. For instance, we have become so affected by recent prop
aganda that when some one mentions "native Americans" 
many of us involuntarily think of Americans of British or 
at any rate of Germanic or Nordic descent. Immigrants, in 
speaking of "Americans," on the other hand, usually mean 
those residents who have lived in the country long enough w 
have a full command of its hi.nguage and have made its cus
toms their own. Similarly, in speaking of "old residents 
and new" we are apt·to- picture the old residents as descend-

1 H. C. Warren, Elements of HUman Psychology, 1922, p. 219. 
t A. B. Wolte, Conservatism, Radicalism, and Scientifie Method. Mae

millan Co., 1923, p. 9. This book eonwDs the most thorough analysis 
and explanation of social attitudes. 
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ants of colonial stock; but often tbe contrast is intended to be 
between new immigrants and old. A confusion of such terms 
as these often creates tbe erroneous impression of a nation
wide division between two groups, one in possession of the 
country and jealous of its traditions, the other trying to get 
in and change them. 

Clear distinctions between certain related terms and the 
different meanings of certain worda should also be kept in 
mind; as for example the difference between community and 
neighborhood; Negro in its biological sense and the current 
meaning as including all persons with even the smallest 
amount of Negro blood; Mexican as immigrant from Mexico 
and Latin natives of south-western states; Hindus as mem
bers of a religious body and natives of India;' discrimination 
as synonymous with discernment and as implying reproach 
for unjust differences in treatment. 

1 Both the terms Hindus and Hindustani. are inaeeurate 88 d6!lcriptive 
ot n fuca, but occl18ionall;r occur in the quoted material to describe 
poople trom India na diltinct trom American Indiana. 



APPENDIX II 

To Every Reader 

The purpose of this study outline is to promote a serious, 
open-minded inquiry into the relations between tbe different 
racial and national groups in America. Two ends have been 
in view: (1) the discovery of those aspects in which these rela· 
tions have fallen away from the highest standards of i.ndi
vidual and social conduct; (2) the discovery of such specific 
measures as may be needed to conserve good-will, remove mis
understandings, make for better adjustment, avert clashes and 
in other ways to bring race relations into harmony with those 
standards. 

This purpose calis for· three processes: 

First, the collection by persons in all walks of life of inci· 
dents which to them seem to contain problems in race rela· 
tions. This was commenced in the winter of 1923·1924 and 
will be continued in order to improve the material for future 
editions of the present outline and to provide for further s'pe· 
cial studies of selected aspe~ts of the subject.' 

Second, the study and discussion of these incidents wi!h the 
aim of arriving at a correct formulation of the problems they 
contain. To this end three types of question will have to. be 
asked, as a rule in the following sequence: 

S All readers are invited to contribute such incidents, whether long or 
short, whether paralleling stories already told in these pages or illustrat
ing topics not yet represented. [The names of persoDs and plaees will 
Dot be published, and the circumstances may be otherwise disguised to 
prevent identification where this is desired.] 
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1. Questwns of What 
What exactly happened (or is likely to have happened)' 

Who are the people figuring in the story, What are their 
backgrounds , 

2. Questiom of Why 
Why did it happen' What is the general ethnic, social, 

PBYchological setting of the happening' What factors, not 
part of the story, help to explain iU What is the background 
of wider social interests, seutiments, prejudices involved' 

3. Questionl of Ought 
What ought the persons figuring in the incident to have 

done' What is the responsibility of those only indirectly con
ccrned, more particularly those whose influence or authority 
has helped to determine the actions of the individuals figur
ing in the happening' Where lies the general social respon
sibility' What should we as individuals have done or now do 
about it' 

It is to the questions of .. what" and" why" that the pres
ent study outline is more especially devoted. Too often qnes
tions of "ought" are debated before there is agreement as to 
the facts of the case or before the specific case is seen in its 
relation to othcr significant faets in our social life. It will 
prohably be found that a wider range of fact and a deeper 
prohing into the consistency of our moral philosophy is needed 
before these questions of responsihility or moral conduct can 
be answered with certainty, before rules of conduct and social 
policies can be formulated to which earnest students of the 
problems of race relutions can safely commit themselves. For 
this reason, the present Part I of the study only leads np to 
but does not enter the 

Third process, tlle study and discussion of the larger prob
lems, with a view to solutions which commend themselves as 
Loth practicable and in keeping with the religious convictions 
of the whole body of inquirers. In line with our democratic 
procedure, Part II of the study outline, designed to aid in 
this last process, will be edited on thp. basis of thp. reports 
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To Every Reader 

The purpose of this study outline is to promote a serious, 
open-minded inquiry into the relations between the different 
racial and national groups in America. Two ends have been 
in view: (1) the discovery of those aspects in which these rela
tions have fallen away from the highest standards of i.ndi
vidual and social conduct; (2) the discovery of such specific 
measures as may be needed to conserve good-will, remove mis
understandings, make for better adjustment, avert clashes and 
in other ways to bring race relations into harmony with those 
standards. 

This purpose calls for· tllree processes: 

First, the collection by persons in all walks of life of i,!ci
dents which to them seem to contain problems in race rela-. " 

tions. This was commenced ·in the winter of 1923-1924 and 
will he continued in order to improve the material for future 
editions of the present Qutline and to provide for further spe
cial studies of selected aspe~ts of the subject.' 

Second, the study and discussion of these incidents with the 
aim of arriving at a correct formulation of the problems tbey 
contain. To this end three types of question will have to be 
asked, as a rule in the following sequence: 

1 All readers are invited to contribute such incidents, whether long or 
short, whether paralleling stories already told in these pages or illustrat· 
iog topics not yet represented. [The names ot persons and places will 
not be published, and the circumstances may be otherwise disguised to 
prevent identification where this is desired.] 
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It may be said that the tragedy of American race conflicts, 
the acute hostility between different groups that vents itself 
every now and then in bloody riots and lynchings, haa been 
overshadowed by too minute a consideration of minor misun
derstandings, of habitual attitudes and discriminations that 
may be regrettable but do not seriously infringe upon law and 
order. On the other hand, it may be said that our inquiry is 
dwelling too mnch upon harrowing antagonisms, minimizes 
the existing harmony between different racial groups and does 
less thun justice to the great moral forces already mobilized 
and active in preserving these good relationships and in cre
ating an even greater community of purpose. 

These omissions are acknowledged. It seemed best in the 
present preliminary study to concentrate upon those issues 
which constitute the genesis of more serious friction when it 
appears above the surface of seemingly peaceful race-relation
ships. Some material has been accumulated for an analysis 
of those graver and more dramatic calamities which too often 
arc the only reminders to thoughtless Americans of their un
solved race problems. Too often lynchings and other forms 
of race war are discussed aa though they were isolated phe
nomcnR, and the only remedies considered for them are spas
modic applications of coercive interferences. But as in the 
study of war between nations the emphasis haa shifted from 
a consideration of competing armaments to that of conflicting 
iuterests in times of peace, so in the study of race war, it is 
pllrticulllrly important at the present time to create a better 
understanding and mnstery of underlying canses. At the same 
time, it is highly desirable thnt tbe study of seemingly 
triviul incidcnts shonld bring out tbeir relation to those ocea
siol1111 climuctic incidents in which attitudes normally accepted 
without thonght of their ~onsequeuees have provided the fuel 
of impussioned feuds. 
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As regards the possible charge that American race relations 
are in these pages pictured in too dark a hue, we are well 
aware that they tell only part of the story-that part which 
in larger historical perspective may, perhaps, be less signifi
cant than the great object lesson which America offers, in 
the main, of more than a hundred million people of different 
antecedents who have learned to live together in peace rarely 
distnrbed and in a multitude of inter-racially cooperative ac
tivities. Yet it is in those aspects of our common life in which 
we have not as yet realized the implications of Christian teach
ing, and they are many and serious, that we find the largest 
area of controversy. And not only this, but the appearances 
of social harmony are often deceptive. One purpose of the 
present inqniry is to dig below that surface and disclose the 
possible sources of futnre friction. 

At the same time, the commission has collected, and is col
lecting, much more material illustrative both of the absence of 
friction in inter-racial life and activities, and of present ap
proaches towards the copservation and creation of race har
mony. Some of this will be available in the second part of the 
present study outline for the separate study of the specific 
problems disclosed in the first part. Where a group or indio 
vidual reader is especially interested in a particnlar type of 
problem and desires further information regarding att~mpted 
solutions without having to wait for the publication of Part 
II, selected material or references to sources will be sent· in 
response to inquiries-of course, withont implied approval of 
the particular measures described. 

Part of a Larger Inquiry 
In other words, although intended as a contribution to a 

joint quest for a Christian way of life in our complex racial 
situations, the present part of this study concerns itself more' 
with an understanding of what the problems of American race ! 
relations are than the immediate finding of Christian solutions. i 
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The purpose of the method adopted is to demonstrate the ne
cessity for careful inquiry into the nature of social problems 
before any solution in line with abstract principles is at
tempted. 

However, patience will have its reward. The second part of 
this study outline, to be issued in 1925, based on the reports 
of the individuals and discussion groups who take part in the 
study of the present outline, will present a more coherent 
statement of the major problems, as brought out by them, with 
aids to their further study and with the aim of arriving at a 
discovery of solutions. 

The whole of the inquiry, moreover, is preliminary to a na
tional conference in which, it is hoped, agreements will be 
reached in the light of these studies on Christian policies and 
modes of conduct. Hence, the reporting of findings-the for
mulation of the major problems discovered in the study of 
the present outline, of preliminary answers to them and of 
experiments in their solution-forms an integral part of the 
procedure. 

In short, this pamphlet is more than an outline for study; 
it is an invitation to take part in a pioneer enterprise-a way 
of tackling our difficulties in race relations, re-enforcing the 
scientifio teaching of experts and the moral teaching of the 
churches with a search for solutions in which each student 
will take his part. 
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To Leaders of Discussion Groups 

There are several ways in which the material here pr(!sented 
may be used in the conduct of group discussions. 

First, where a group is studying a textbook on race rela
tions, such as Speer's Of One Blood, Haynes' The Trend of 
the Races or the discussion course for college students, Racial 
Relations and the Christian Ideal, it may be used to provide 
concrete illustrations for the general questions discussed and 
help to emphasize the translation of attitudes of general toler
ance and good-will into direct commitments for the every-day 
conduct of the members of the group.' 

Second, where because of the nature of the community or 
the composition of the group some specific concern in race 
relations prevails over others, this may be made the starting 
point of the discussion, and the text be used to lead over from· 
a consideration of the problems most in the minds of the group 
to that of related problems. Often it may be well to st!\rt 

I A study outline and readings on the progress of the Negro, by T. J. 
Woofter, Jr., is to be published early in 1925 by Ginn & Co., under 
the title, The Basis of Racial Adjustment. 

A study outline based on J. H. Oldham's Christianity and the Race 
Problem has been published by the British Christian Student Move
ment (32, Russell Square, London, w.e.) under the title, The Problem 
of Race [price one shilling]. 

A textbook on Race Prejudice by ErIe Fiske Young is to be pub
lished shortly by the Chicago University Press. 

For more advanced study of race eon:8.iet: Races, Nations and Classes, 
by Herbert Adolphus Miller; J. B. Lippincott Co., Philadelphia [price 
probably $2.00]. 
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with the discussion of a problem of special concern to the 
group and, after a preliminary analysis, lay it aside to come 
back to it after a series of excursions-with the aid of the 
present outIine---into the psychological, social, economic or 
other problems which enter into the main situation. It is 
particularly desirable wherever possible to substitute for the 
given material illustrative cases from the personal experience 
of members of the group itself, because often this will make 
available more intimate information on questions of fact, 
and the interest will be more direct.' Personal experience must 
also be drawn upon to fill in the details of pictures that are 
little more than sketched in many of the given examples. Often 
the imaginative introduction of probable motives, causes or 
consequences from a general knowledge of similar persons 
and situations to those discussed will be more instructive than 
a search for additional factual details.' 

Third, the course may be followed more or less as it stands, 
with such changes in sequence as may be indicated by the in· 
terest displllyed in the discussions. One possible way which it 
is 1Iot adviscd to take is to pick out of the material examples 
·deliling with the relations betweeu specific racial groups or 
with specific geographical areas. This does not alford com· 
parison of similar incidents dealing with different races and 
different parts of the country, an important help in arriving 
at a recognition of the nature of the problems . 

• It is rtqu(lstod to report as man,. aa possible of theso additional inci
dents 80 that tuture editiolUl of this outline may be made more complete. 

• Bt't'DUS8 tho pttydlologieal el('8)('ut is flO important in Ulis field, it 
il rooommcmded that the reading of boob ot ladual intormation be 
IUI'plomentod by that of biography and fiction baaed aD obaerYatio'D.. 
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Method of Discussion 
The purpose of the Inquiry is to promote cooperative think

ing on the basis of contributions from the thought and experi
ence of each participant. In so far as their diverse convic
tions are based on diverse interests in the matter under 
discussion, it is important that those interests be clearly stated 
and apprehended. The object of participation in this cooper· 
ative inquiry is not to convert others to an existing viewpoint 
but rather to find explanations for diverging viewpoints in 
differences of experience and of interest and, having thus clari
fied the issues and the attitudes toward the subject in hand, 
to proceed to a calm analysis of the specific, concrete situation 
or occurrence as a preliminary to jlldging the motives dis
played by the persons figuring in it and laying bare the prob
lems for conduct involved. 

For an example of such treatment of a controversial ques· 
tion in race relations, the reader is referred to the report of a 
discussion of the so-called " Jewish question" at Harvard, 
pp. 22 et seq. of the pamphlet, A Cooperative Technique for. 
Conflict, published by The Inquiry, price 20 cents. This pam
phlet, Harrison S. Elliott's The Why and How of Group Dis
cussion, [published by the Association Press, 347 :lIIadison 
Avenue, New York City, 'price 25 cents], and the Forum. 
Bulletin, Series I, 1923, of the Religious Work Department of 
the International Committee of the Y. M. C. A., [347 Madison 
Avenue, New York City 1 are recommended to group leaders 
for further hints on the conduct of discussions in a Christian 
spirit. 

It is suggested that, where possible, representatives of ra
cial groups be invited to take part in the discussion of hap
penings in which it is of value to know the special interests 
or viewpoints of such groups. 
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In a few places in this outline the suggestion has been made 
that a member of the group be charged with the preparation 
of a short report on data which will be helpful in the discus
sion of a particular problem or set of problems--i!uch, for in
stance, as the actual volume and character of the northern 
migration of Negroes or the present status of Negro, Oriental 
and American Indian in regard to the franchise. This method 
may also usefully be followed in places where it has not been 
especially indicated. In the case of an important local prob
lem concerning which the available data are insufficient, a 
more serious survey by members of the group between discus
sion sessions may be desirable. This means that the group 
leader should, if possible, be a little ahead of the group in his 
reading so that such assignments can be made in time for the 
discussiorr of the particular subject. 

A further aid would be to have handy some of the books 
of reference most frequently quoted in these pages for a quick 
ascertainment of disputed facts, or to have present at the meet
ings persons of expert knowledge of the matters likely to come 
up.' For instance, when the subject of educational discrimina
tions is up for discussion, it would be useful to have present 

1 Where a larger library is Dot available, the following six books are 
rdcommendcd III a nucleus tor suitable reference material. 

Robert E. Speer, ot One Blood. Council at Women tor Home Mis
lIiona nnd Missionnr,. Education Movement, 1924. Cloth, •. 75 j 
papor, •. 50. 

Rue,iul Relationll nnd the Christian Ideal. A Discullsion Course tor 
Collt'ge Students. 8tudent Volunteer Movem('nt, 1923. $.25. 

J. H. Old hum, Christinnity Dud Ole Rnee ProlJlc.>Ul. George H. 
Doran Co., 1924, $2.25. 

W. D. Weatherford, The N!'gro trom Atrica to America. George 
H. Doran Co .• 1924 •• 5.00. 

Gl"01'gO E. Hnynee, The Trend of the Rat>e8. Council ot Women for 
Homo Missions nnd Missionary Edut>-ntioD Movement, 1922. Cloth 
$.75; pUller '.50. 

Robert E. Part and Herbert A. Miller, Old World Traits Trans
plonted. Harpor" Brothers, 1921, $2.50. 

TbNte books contain further reading liI;t9. 
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some one who knows the facts concerning the school system of 
the community and of the state. 

Absolute frankness, with avoidance of unnecessarily provok
ing language, should mark the discussions. Long speeches 
should be discouraged, but every effort be made to elicit the 
thought of all participants. It is more worth while to reach 
the undercurrents of controversy and bring to light real differ
ences than to cover so much ground at each meeting of the 
group. At the same time, the leader should use his discretion 
in seeing to it that too much time is not lost in unnecessary 
detail or in duplication of arguments already heard. The great
est time-saver will he an endeavor to secure precise statements 
of facts, views and questions, so that differences may not re
sult from mutual misunderstandings.' 

A brief tabulation on the blackboard of attitudes, back
grounds and interests displayed in a given incident, and of 
the questions drawn out of it for discussion, will also help to 
eliminate waste of time on matters that are beside the point 
or unessential. For instanCl!, while it is very desirable to have 
contributions of an experience by a member of the group bear
ing on the problem under disc)lSSion-let us say, a case of race 
discrimination in the civil service when that subject is reached 
-other stories brought np merely hecause they also happened 
to persons of the same rac~ are not pertinent. Unless the group 
is so rich in experiences as to require no other material for· 
discussion than that of which its members have personal 
knowledge, it may be well at· the begiuning of each session 
to single out one iucident for thorough consideration, using 
the others ouly to illustrate similarities and dissimilarities in 
occurrences of that type. A rew incidents have been told at 
some length [notably examples No. 58, 70, 154 and 174] to 

1 See Appendix L 
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illustrate the way in which a seemingly simple episode may be 
developed in all its aspects and motivations to gain a thorough 
understanding. 

As has been pointed out, the selection of stories has not been 
guided by an intention to make them as a whole present a true 
picture of present conditions in America but rather to point 
to certain problems and evils. For this reason, to avoid a 
depressing cumulative effect of their recital, it is desirable 
throughout to contrast these incidents with others, from the 
experience of the group, which illustrate the, perhaps, more 
normal absence of such problems and evils. 

On the other hand, the material of this outline is so ar
ranged as to enable the discussion leader to point out the 
cumulative nature of the process of "disharmonization" which 
lcads to the more dramatic episodes involving antagonisms in 
an acute form. 

A Few Essentials 

Since, as bas been explained, the present study outline is 
but part of an inquiry which is "to be continued in our 
next, " the process of analysis of typical experiences should 
not be left off arbitrarily with a discussion of the last example 
in the lnst chapter. At least one further session should be 
gIven ovcr to a summarization of the conclusions arrived at, 
both as regards specific aspects of the subject and the subject 
as a whole. 

The commission has tried not to prejudge its case by a 
sclection of study material in accordance with a preconceived 
plan, but its illustrations, for the most part, present problems 
in race relutions as its large number of contributors per
ceive them. (See p. viii.) In the sume way, only sample ques
tions have been appended to the examples; and these may not 
in all cases be the questions that seem of grestest importance 
to those who discuss these incidents and others of their own 
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choosing. The concluding session or sessions of this part of 
the inquiry, therefore, should be devoted to a further defini
tion of those questions and problems which have arisen most 
prominently from the discussions themselves. 

To four matters which already have been briefly indicated, 
special attention should be directed: 

First, the cumulative nature of the process of "disharmoni
zation." Seemingly trivial occurrences often reflect under
lying prejudices or false assumptions which at any moment 
may break out into much more serious open clashes. 

In formulating questions for further inquiry it should be 
remembered that misconceptions, false attitudes and minor 
discriminations in their totality make up a condition of mal
adjustment and, uncorrected, may lead to cataclysmic rup
tures. 

Second, the fact that in their totality the episodes discussed 
represent an abnormal condition, as evidenced by the fact that 
they can be told at all as happenings. If in the course of 
discussion incidents are brought up which illustrate a smooth 
adjustment of different racial and national groups, giving no 
room for those evils or problems which are the particular topic. 
Jf the day, these should not beruled out but be considered as 
negative evidence-a study of which, in the second part of" the 
inquiry, may lead to a knowledge of the conditions that make 
for harmonious relationships .. Particular attention, however, 
should be given to a thorough. analysis of such cases to deter
mine whether the harmony which they illustrate is real or 
only apparent. 

Third, only incidentally have examples been given of pres· 
ent efforts to conserve or create harmony between racial groups 
in a community by lessons in tolerance, the correction of mis
understandings, the making of contacts, the assimilation of 
cultural standards the removal of handicaps, the promotion 
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of cooperative activities, and the like. More of such evidence, 
in accordance with our scheme of inquiry, will be presented 
with the second part of this study. Yet, the part played 
by such harmonizing agencies, even in episodes with an 
unfortunate outcome, should be noted for future ap
praisal. Indeed, some of the most important questions to 
be formulated for further illustration and discussion should 
be questions as to the part played by different civic, social, 
educational and religious influences in the change of public 
opinion on race relations and the bringing about of improve
ment. in race contacts. Reference to actual experiments under 
way, notably those in which members of the discussion group 
themselves may have part, should be noted with a view to the 
collection of further information on the efficacy of different 
type. of conduct and action. 

The commission requests that all such detailed information, 
including references to sources, be made part of the report on 
this part of the inquiry. 

Finnlly, care should be taken that through emphasis on 
othicnl influences and social organization sight be not lost of 
some of the other influences which, unaided by them, may 
funuamentally affect conditions and tendencies-for instance, 
such underlying economic factors as the natural wealth of this 
e.ontinent which permeates all aspects of American life, or our 
country's political, social and religious traditions which ren
der the relutions between different groups in America his
torically different from those that may be observed in other 
countries. While the present study is limited to conditions in 
the United States, comparison of the effects produced upon 
them by these larger influences with those produced by dif· 
ferent natnral features and historical developments upon race 
.. lations in other countries will later be the subject of further 
inquiry. 



228 And Who Is My Neighbor' 

In brief, it will appear from what has been said, that the 
arrangement of this study course is tentative and preliminary 
to the editing of an outline for study and disenssion which, 
while making use of the material here presented, will embody 
the resnIts of practical experience in the conduct of disens
sions. Group leaders are cordially invited, therefore, to report 
uot only on the findings of their groups but also on their views 
as regards the best ways in which to attack this difiicnlt 
subject. 
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