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FOREWORD 

0 the material supplied by me for the bookie!, Mr. 
anesan has given an apt and also alliterative title, 

namely, 'Landmarks in Lokamanya's Life' I Yes, my 
articles from the Mo.hratta, reprinted in this volume, 
and extending over a range of some 24 years, really 
point to landmarks in a memorable panoramic life. 
They do not depend for their capacity to impress the 
reader on any adventitious aid that I may have given 
them by my style or spirit, hut they have au inherent 
and peremptory command of their own. The barest 
'facts mentioned in my articles, even if bereft of all their 
literary drapery, are bound to challenge the respect of 
the sceptic and the cynic. Landmarks in Tilak's life 
are not the footprints of mediocrity ; not the faint arrow­
heads on saud made one moment by the light-footed 
hopping sea gull, and washed off the next by the first 
racing wave of the advancing tide. They are like ·rocks 
which successfully struggle for ages with the sea in 
all the fury of its anger, or the seductive operation of its 
erosive power. 

The articles in this booklet were written by me as 
Editor of the Mo.hraUa on different occasions marked by 
something extraordinary which happened to Lok. Tilak 
and which could, without impropriety, be discussed even 
in his own papers as topics of public interest. But perhaps 
I may be wrong in desci'Thing these occasions in this 
negative fashion. For they were, as all know, dealt with 
nearly in the same spirit. at the same time by. Indian 
public journals in every older part of India and that even 
whether they agreed or not with L'lk. Tilak's politics. 
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Thus his arrest and prosecution in 1897 was a sen­
sation that nearly pulled the mind of the country by its 
roots, as political prosecutions were then extremely rare, 
and Tilak was, in himself, a man big enough to mark an 
epoch by his personal misfortune. His incarceration of 
12 months was punctuated by uncommon incidents like 
the very relevant trials of the murderers of Messrs. 
Rand and Ayers!, the remarkable clemency movement 
started by savants like Max Muller, and consequently 
his release was an all-India sensation again, though this 
time of an agreeable nature. 

Very soon ·after Tilak settled down to his Qrdinary 
affairs, came up the Tai Maharaj Case which threatened 
to hit at him on the side of his personal character. A 
conviction for perjury 'Yould certainly be calculated to­
undermine all the prestige that he had acquired by a 
political prosecution. That was an obvious reason why 
Government caught at the opportunity ; and they even·· 
succeeded in damning Tilak in the public eye for some 
time, till the High Court came to his rescue, set aside 
his c.;nviction and wit>ed off all the criminal charges. 
brought up against him .. Ultimately, he also won the 
civil suit in the Privy Cou.ncil and thus established his 
bonafides with a vengeance. It was Tilak's lot, if also hi,; 
own favourite method, to welcome, face, and eventually 
conquer opposition, and so shine upon a bal'k-ground 
which his opponent himself helped to supply. The 
Tai Maharai Case, gratuituously and spitefully forced 
upon him by Government, only enabled him to display 
some very extraordinary qualities of head and heart 
bearing upon his private life, wliich he might not have 
otherwise been able to do. -'{ 

Tilak's prosecution again "iit 19o8 was a sensation 
much bigger than his pro~ecution in 1897. In 1897, he ! 
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was taken to be only an individual seditionary. In 1908 
he was looked upon as a type and a representative--a 
plausible emblem of a dangerous movement more formid­
able than any that Government ever felt called upon to 
face and suppress. 

But his conviction and transportation for six long 
years did not finish him as was wished for by some and 
apprehended by others. He returned to the scene with, 
if anything, greater power to his elbow. The attempt 
of Government failed miserably-the attempt to smother 
and supress him by the simple but momentous declaration 
that Tilak was an enemy of the administration. His 
production of a brilliant philosophical treatise on the 

, Gila written in the jail idolized him as never before in 
the eyes of his Hindu countrymen, and the collapsing 
condition of the Congress in the hands of the Moderates 
afforded him the psychological moment to rejoin it, if 
only to conquer it. 

The Home Rule agitation carried on by Tilak in 
co-operation with Mrs. Besant is the next landmark in his 
life; and though Mrs. Besant was interned for a time, 
the ill-advised prosecution of Tilak by Lord Willingdon's 
Government enabled him not only to strike the popular 
imagination with greater effect, but also to turn his acquit­
tal by the High Court to good account in constitutionally 
and firmly establishing the right of the Indian people to 
demand the whole Swaraj and nothing but Swaraj; and 
to deprive the bureaucracy of the protection from 
~riticism which they thought they could claim by their 
legally fictitious identification with the Government 
itself. 

His jubilee, when Tilak attained his sixtieth yeu, 
will marked by an event unparalleled throughout India. 
· {e was on this occasion given by his friends and 
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admirers in the Maharashtra a purse of one lac of rupees 
which he, of course, 'touched and remitted' like a 
Nazarana, not without adding a mite of his own to it, tG 
be funded into an investment so that Trustees holding it 
could perpetually be able to spend about five thousand 
rupees annually on some purpose of national importance. 

The Chirol case which Tilak lodged and lost in Eng­
land was the next landmark in his life. It was a bold 
bid and a big game that he played. The loss of the suit 
nearly involved him in bankruptcy. But once more his 
friends and admirers rose to the occasion and while he 
was yet in England, they raised a fund of 3 lacs of 
rupees which covered all his expenses. Tilak' s visit to ' 
England was for himself an unique event, though many : 

. I 
people had gone to that land before for pleading the ~ 
cause of India. He was, of course, of no use for in flu- ·. 

• 1 

encing the Government .. But he was the first 10 cement' 
the bonds of interest and·friendship between the Indi~n' 
Nationalist Party and the British Labour Party which ; 
was then emerging into hopeful prominence. Tilak , 
died before he could visualise the effects of the policy· of . 
Responsive Co-operation. But he died at the height ~f; 
his glory and when the whole India.n nation was feeling: 
that they wanted him very badly. · 1 

Tilak was drawn by the painter Nature with some of• 
the boldest and most striking touches of her brush. The' 
landmarks 9J. ?is life are _so conspicuous that they ~ill~ 
still stand,.;·.b1de, and w11l ~ave to be. reckoned w11h1 
even when a new lay-out w1ll be des1gned and new; . . 
scenes will be enacted on the field of public life on whic!i 
he once figured ii)<e a flaming torch of fiery patriotism. 

!2n:'}~ruA19B4 } N. C. KELKA$ 
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MAHATMA GANDHI-A Study in Indian Nationalism 
BY M. ROMAIN ROLLAND Re. l·lt 

In , this briUiant volume, M. Romain Rolland, the world-renownect 
French author gives a penetrating exposition of the principles of 
Mahatma Gandhi, " The Messiah of Rejuvenated India," compares 
them with those of other Indian leaders, critically discusses every 
aspect of "Gandhism" and shows how the Mahatmaji's principles, 
while difficult to be put in force as a mass movement, yet contain in 
them pOtentialities of a great force on side of Righteousness-a force­
which is of importance not merely to India, but to the world at large. 
M. Rolland's sketches of the pe~onality of Gandhi and his comparison 
and contrast of Mahatma Gandhi with the other Indian worthies­
Tilak and Tagore especially-are · marked by great precision and 
insight. The whole book shows evidences of M. Rolland's closest 
study of Mahatmaji's career, writings and achievements and of the 
great movement he led. The volume has roused the keenest interest 
in India judging by the references made to it by the whole of the Indian· 
Press and it is a distinct contribution to the political, and philosophi-· 
cal lilerature of the world. 

THE STORY OF MY LIFE 
BY BHAI P ARAMANAND Rc. 1-1 

Bhal Paramanand is a patriot of the Punjab, a gem of the rarest 
order glowing with a pure and genuine, though subdued, lustre of 
devotion for the mother .. land. In these pages we have in his own 
words an account of his early life, travels and sufferings in the cause 
of the country. The painful story of hi• exile from India and impri­
sonment in that " Hell on eanb. n the Andamans, and incidents 
connected with the life of his family during this period are so full of 
pathos and suffering that it must melt even the hardest heart and create 
in it a fetlingof intense love andRSpect for the hero. A perusal of the 
boot should serve to imPJ'eS!' on our mind the truth that life is never 
greater or more fruitful-or eftn happier-than in pain and suffering. 

S. Ganesan, Publisher. Triplicane. Madras. S.E. 
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THE SPIRITUAL BASIS OF DEMOCRACY 
BY WILFRED WELLOCK 

With an Introduction by BERTRAND RUSSELL Rs. 3 
In this thought-provoking book Mr. Wellor.k expounds the spiritual 

_principles underlying the democratic political philosophy and shows 
how the west has in its blind worship of industrialism and imperialism, 
knocked the bottom out of the social, economic and political edifice it 
bas been building for centuries. He clearly points out the precipice 
to which the modern materialistic civilisatit:m of th~ West is driving 
the world as a whole and gives the outline of the new philosophy of 
Life founded on Jove and spirituality and Eastern in origin and out­
look, which alone can save civilisation and' humanity. Mr. Wellock 
finds in the Non-co-operation movement inaugurated by Mahatma 
·Gandhi in India, a new spiritual weapon with which to tight out the 
future battles of Justice and Right and a way out of the dangers of 
violent warefare hitherto pursued by the world. ' ' 

LETTERS FROM ABROAD 
BY RABINDRANATH TAGORE .. 
IDULS OF NON-CO-OPERATION and other Essays 
BY LAJPAT RAI 

Rs. 2 

Re. I 
In the pages of this volume Lata Lajpat Rai explains in a clear and 

impressive manner, the first principles and the basic ideals of the !' 
movement of Non-co-operation for attaining India's freedom. He has 1 
dealt with both the positive and negative aspects of the movement, the • 
-constructive and destructive parts of the programme and convincingly ·, 
answered the charges of impracticability and unsoundness levelled 
against it by moderate politicians. The A. B. C. of Indian Politics is 
an interesting and well thought out essay in which the fundamentals 
-of the l'{ldian problem are discussed in a remarkably cleat' and out:. 
spoken manner. 

S. Ganesan. Publisher, Triplicane. Madras. S.E. · 
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Happy India -By Arnold Lupton 
National Education in India-By Lajpat Rai 
William Wedderburn end the Indian Reform Move-

ment-By S. K. Ratcliffe 
·Youn& India, 1919-1922-By Mahatma Gandhi ... 
The Indian Currency and Exchange (Bomanjee Prize 

Essay)-By K. C. Mahindra M.A. (Cantab) ... 
Hindu Culture-By K. S. Ramaswamy Sastry with 

Rs. A. 

4 8 

4 8 

4 8 
4 0· 

3 8 

. Foreword by Sir John Woodroffe. 3 o 
Labour in Madras-By B. P. Wadia with Foreword. 

By Col. Josiah C. Wedgwood, M.P. 2 8 
India in Englend-By Miss Helena Normanton ... 2 o 
Col. ~osiah C. Wedgwood-The man and his work 

with Foreword by Lajpat Rai 2 ...2.. 
Rabindranath Tag ore. A Study of His Later Works-

By K. S. Ramaswami Sastry, B.A., B.L. 2 0 

Ahimsa and world Peace or The Case for Non-violence 
-By Wilfred We'Ilock I 8 

"he Making ol a Republic- By K. O'Shiel 1 8 
· ational Self·Reolisation-By S. E. Stokes 1 8 
.he National Being-By A. E. (George Russell) ... 1 o 
reater India-By Rabindranath Tagore 1 o 
he Dawn of a New Age and Other Essays-
By W. W. Pearson 1 0 

. Ganesan, Publisher. Triplicane. Madras. S.E. 
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. Rs. A • 
An Ideal Commonwealth or The Aims of Labour-

By Rt. Hon. Arthur Henderson I 0 

To the Students-By C. F. Andrews I o 
The Duties ol Man with Biographical Introduction-

By W. W. Pearson I 

The Failure of European Civilisation-S. E. S tokes• I 

The Revolt of the East-Bernard Houghton I 

The Future of Indian Fiscal Policy-By. D. V. 
Divekar, with an Introduction l>Y V. G. Kale, 
Member, Indian Tarriff Hoard. 0 

A Guide to Health--By Mahatma Gandhi 0 

Faith and the Future-By Mazzini 0 

Food. Mind and Health-By Houghton ... 0 

From the Council to God-By Mazzini 0 

Nithi Dharma-By Mahatma Gandhi 0 

Terence Mascswiney_.:.By C. F. Andrews 0 

Need in Nationalism-By Aurobinda Ghose 0 

The Indian Home Rule-By Mahatma Gandhi 0 

Gospel of Swadeshi-By D. B. Kalelkar 0 

Agitate-By Houghton 0 

The Foreign Policy of India-By Houghton 0 

The Menace lrom the West 
" 0 

The Psychology of Empire 
" 

0 

Relorm or Revolution 
" 
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