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THE AUTHOR'S ~ 
__ ;,:>--

The general outline of the book was first 
worked out in class-room lectures. It has 
subsequently developed into the present 
work. The subject-matter of the book is 
so complex that I feel it should have been 
undertaken by abler hands. 

The main object of this publication is to 
meet the demand for a small Hand-book 
that will give a clear and systematic account 
of the ideal and the system of education in 
ancient India, and also to remove some 
grave misapprehension that seems to exist 
about the Hindu ideals of education in the 
!ninds of some eminent foreign wr1ters. Dr. 
Graves of the Ohio State University follow
ing Mr. Davidson remarks that •'despite 
all the Hindu's fineness of intellect and his 
idealistic religion, India seems typically 
•barbarian' ". It is really unfortunate that 
such a remark should have come from such 
a man. The following pages, I hope, will 
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show clearly how hasty, unjust and unfound
td his remarks are. 

The book has been read in manuscript 
as well as in proof by Mr. Evan. E. Biss, 
I. E. S., Principal, Dacca Training College, 
to whom my gratitude is due for writing 
the Introduction and for helping me with 
many valuable criticisms and ~uggestions. 

My thanks are also due to Professor 
Satyendra Nath. Bhadra, M.A., for the 
permission he has kindly given me to 
reprint those . portions of the book which 
appeared in his Review and to my friends 
who have helpe~ !De with their suggestions. 
Nor must I omit tq upress my obligation 
to the various authQrities whom I have 
consulted and quoted from. 

TRAINING CoLLBGs, } · 
DAcc.a. . N. N. MAZUMDER 

August, 1916. . 



INTRODUCTION. 

-
Stung to indignation by the remark of an 

American writer, and supported by the 
feeling that the world's enormous debt to 
India should at least be acknowledged, the 
author of this little book has done good 
service to the cause of education by setting 
forth in a compact form an account of the 
ideals and practices of the ancient Hindus 
in: relation to the immature portion of their 
community. Of the correctness of his 
reading of the ancient. authors to whom he 
hRs referred I cannot pretend to judge, but 
it is a comfort to feel, amid the many diffi
culties that confront u~ while the thought of 
the West is spreading in the aged Ea.st, that 
the grand if shadowy figures of the mighty 
Rishis of the past can look without dis
approval on the principles and methods of 
modern education. Indeed a perusal of 
these page8 reminds us that truth is never 
old and never new, that it is not of this 



vi INTRODUCTION. 

place nor of that nation, but that it ever 
is and is the rewarder of those who diligent
ly seek it. 

We must not be conce~ned with "English'' 
or ••Vernacular ''or "Sanskrit'' or "Arabic" 

1 t 1 , . ' 

Education, but going beyond these external 
limitations, we must seek to introduce the 
' . 

children of modern India to the widest 
pq~sfble experience of their· world,. so that 
having become heirs of the past and the 
present they . may becom'e the possessors of 
the future. However far the education of 
the present day child may look around and 
ahead, it must be rooted in the traditions of 
the past, and :Mr: M~umder's book should 
be of great assistanQe to the High School 
t~achers of to-day as a guide and a safe 
guard in this respect. 

,In ~t~dying the history· o( education in 
ancient India one cannot but . be impressed 
with the attention ihat was paid to physical 
training, to music and to manual arts. It 
is to be hoped that this book may prove an 
encouragement to teachers of to-day to 
experiment in these directions in their 
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schools so that the work of the boys may 
have in it not Jess of abstract ideas, but 
more of that direct experience upon which 
they may base their own abstractions. 

I trust ::\fr. Mazumder will find his 
reward for his enthusiastic interest in the 
subject and for his keenness to discover an 
Indian basis for the modern education of 
Indian children in a wide study of the work 
he is now offtlring to his colleagues of the 
teaching profession and to th~ reading pub
lic generally. 

TRAJNJ~G CottEG 11:, } 
DACCA 

29th August, 1916. 
Ev.a.N E. B1ss. 



CO~TE~TS. 

CUAJ'TF.R 

l. FACTORS IS EDt:CATIOS 

II. THE DlHEI\t::ST PERIODS ASD THEIR 

Gt:SEI\AL CHARACTERISTICS 

IIi. THE CAsTE sv~Tii:ll ASD ns PEDA

GOGICAl. SWSIFICANCE 

1\'. EVoLUTIOS' OF VEDIC RELIIJIOS AS'U 

ITS PEDAG•JGICAL AsPECTs 

V. Din'EttESl' TvPE~ OF EDI..:CATIO'J ... Oil 

\'I. IIISOU EDUCHIOS---GES EIUL 

CtHRAC'nRIS'l'ICS ~() 

\'I!. U~II'EitSITIES IS ASCIES'l' ASD 

~lEDLt:VAL Ixm.\ ~!l 

AI'I'ESOIX 

I. Subjects cultivated by the ancient 
Hindus 101 

II. Arts and accomplishmentq cnrrent 
among men at the time of BudJha... 1 U 

III. Sixty-four arts or Kalih !Hi 

IV. Rules regulating the conduct of tbe 
disciple towards his preceptor 121 



EDUCATION IN ANCIENT INDIA. 

I 

liNTRODUCTION: FACTORS IN EDUCATION. 

THE nature of the education of an in
·di\'idual is determined not only by his 
inherited powers and capacity but also in 
a great measure by the environment in 
which he grows up. Hence in determining 
the nature of the education of the Aryans 
in Ancient India we shall have to consider, 
<>n the one hand, the original nature of the 
people who first entered it and on the other, 
the nature of the country in which their 
inherited capacities were called into active 
-development. · 

Effect of Environment :-The Aryans 
who first entered India were remarkable for 
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