«REAT PHILOSOPHIES
OF THE WORLD

v of ¥ in . Cowmon
Senw Ethics™ : " Clwwon Sense Theology ™ © " Mins and
Matter ™ ; " The Future of Life™; © Inivoduction to Moders

; "2‘ " fntrodiuctam to Modern Poluwal Thaory ™
The Mindd ancd its Worinngs ™ ; ese.

DNDON: ERNEST BENN LIMITED ?

QUVERIE HOUSE FLEET SpT€r

S : THE MADRAS

i . NEWS AGENCY, f
: i - — 4 MADRAS.




CONTENTS

PAGE
InTroDUCTION - - . - 3
CHAPTER .
I. Praro - - - - . 6
II. Prate’s THEorY or IDEAs: St. THomas
Aquimas - - - -
III. RamrowaLism: Descartes anp LEmniz - 25
iV. Ipeavisu—I1.  BERKELEY - - ' - 3’6 ‘
V. Ipearrsw—II Kanr anp Heczr - ¢ 45
VI. Tae Prmosorsy of CraNGE - - 59
VII. Mopean ReaLsu - - - - 64
VI, Ersicar PH;?GSDPHIES - - - 70
Bisiiocrarmy - - - - 8o

First published 1938

MATE AND PRINTED IM GREAT BHITAIN BY
BILLING AND S0OXS, LTD., CUILDFORD AND ESHER

-



GREAT PHILOSOPHIES OF
THE WORLD

INTRODUCTION

In the followin pages I have endeavoured to give a
brief outline ofg some famous systems of philosophy.
At it is clearly impossible within the limits of a book
of this size even to indicate all the views which philo-
sophers have tntcrtamed, I have sclected those which,
besides possessing @ title to inclusion on their own
account, lend themselves more or less readily to the
ur of popular exposition.
P mgkyp?f a d;fﬁcg‘l):lsub]cct, and, to those who
are not familiar with the twists and turns of the
speculative reason, somewhat bewildering. It rejoices,
morcover, in technical terms. These latter I have
endeavoured scru uiousi? to avoid, and, for the rest,
I hope that there 13 nothing in these pages which will
prove unintelligible to those who are tackling the
Wb}kxtoﬁ - ﬁbft 3:;:1‘ ith regard to the gencral
word may be 2 wi to
charactcr of the aldosophm outlined. As the reader
proceeds, it will be borne in upca him not only that
the conclusions reached by dificrent philosophies are
hopelessly at variance, but that there scems to be no
sort of agreement even as to the subjects which should
be discussed. 1f ﬁ;:]osophers do not know what they
are looking for, w, he may be tempted to ask, are
{tobeex ted to find it, at which t he will
call to mind some time-honoured gibe m
sopher being l&eabinndmnmadarkmlook
ing for a bhckcat that isn't there.
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For all this, let him not be tempted lightly to dis-
miss philosophy. The philosopher seeks to compre-
hend the universe as a whole; not, like physics or
biology, a special department of it, but the whole mass
of data to which the moral intuitions of the ordinary
man, the religious consciousness of the saint, the
asthetic enjoyment of the artist, and the history of
the human race, no less than the discoveries of the
physicist and the biologist, contribute. To look for
certain fixed and definite knowledge in regard to 2
subject-matter of so all-embracing a character is un-
reasonable. ) '

In the first place, the subject-matter is itself in a
state of continual fux. It is not philosophy alone that
is changing and delfcontradictory; the rccord of
science is strewn with the débris of discarded theories,
and the scientific laws and formule of one age are
superseded in the next. At the moment the physicists
are presenting us with new theories about the constitu-
tion of the material universe at about the rate of one
every ten years, while biology is in a state of perperual
controversy about the cause and character of tgcc evolu-
tion of life, But more important than differences in
the data about which the philosopher speculates are
the differences in the mimI; of philosophers. Philo-
sophy is not content to catalogue the facts; it inquires
into their meaning, Pocling the experiences of the
scientist, the saint, the artist, and the common man it
asks what must be the nature of the universe in which
such experiences are possible. It is interested, in other
words, aot so much in the facts as in their significance.
Thus it establishes principles of selection and rejection
whereby some of the facts are shown to be important,
while others are rejected as trivial or condemned as
illusory; it assigns values, too, and assesses the universe
i respect of its beauty or its goodness,

Now, this search for meaning and significance, this
task of assecssment and valuarion, involves considera-
tions of a highly personal character, We shall sclect
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b
according to what we think important; we shall grou
and arragag: according to Eikcrr::sses which we LhmE
significant; we shall assign values to what we recog-
nisc as beautiful or good. What we think important
or significant or beautiful will depend very largely
upon the sort of minds we possess, and not only upon
our minds, but also upen our characters and tempera-
ments. One man will detect common elements where
another observes only a chaos of differences; some will
recognise the hand of God in what others insist to be
a haphazard collection of fortuitous events. Thus,
while the facts are the same for all, the conclusions
witich we base upon them will be different. Nor need
this difference be deplored @ just as it takes all sorts of
men to make a world, so does it take zll sorts of
minds to make the truth about the world, and philo-
sophy is no more to be dismissed because cach phile-
sophet has a different system, than morality is to be
invalidated by the fact of differing moral judgments,
or religion proclaimed to be nonsense because there
sre innumerable variations of religious belief.

But for all that, philosophy, which is not to be lightly
attempted by any, should be eschewed altogether by
some. There are those who feel an imperative need to
helieve, for whom the value of a belicf is proportionate
not to its truth, but o its dehniteness. Incapable either
of admitting the existence of con judgments or
of suspending their own, they supply the place of
knowlcdge by turning other men's conjectures into
dogmas. To such the uncertainties of philosophy will
bring nothing but irritatien and contempt, am‘{ they
sheuld not, therefors, read ghis beok,

There are, however, others, and, if it should prove
fo be the means of introducing these to the ongi
works of the great philosophers, it will not have

writlen ia vain
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