BENGAL CELEBRITIES

COMPILED AND PUBLISHED

BY

SRIKANTA RAY.

CORGRESS Egl?iﬁﬂ.

CITY BOOK SOCIETY,
64, College Street, Calcytta.
Sole Agents.

—————

1906.



BOOK IS DEDICATED

BABUS

DWIJENDRA NATH BAGCHI, M.A,

AND

TATINDRA MOHAN BAGCHI B.A.

Zemindars, Jamsherpnr, Nadia.

TOKEN OF RBOVE

GRATITUDE

SRIKANTA RAY,
Compsler and Pubiisher,




PREFACE.

This book, as its name implies, is an attempt to bring to the
notice of the world, the Yives, the character and the works of the
most distinguished sons of "Bengal, living and dead, commencing
with Hrji Mahummud Moshin. No body is more conscious than the
publisher, ¢’ the imperfections of this little work. He has reasons
to fear that he has, of course unwittingly, left out names which had
a claim to be incorporated in this record, and he is fully alive to
the meagreness of the biographical notices that appear in the
following pares. He earnestly hopes, however, that he may be
regarded 8s huving mrde an attempt in the right direction. One of
the first conditions of the development of & national spirit and
of 2 national selfrespect, is the appreciation of the great men
of the nadon. A dic.ionary of national biography for India has
yet to be written. Tue publisher hopes he has made an humble
beginning, which, with due, éncouragement, may enable him or
others gradunlly to build vpa full and accurate record of the
lives of Indian worthits. He can only say that he has spared
necither pains nor expense to collect the materials which he now
places hefore the public, and to print the illustrations which,
he may be pardoned for hoping, may deserve to be locked upon
as the nucleus of a national picture gallery for Bengal. With
these few words of introduction he is content to leave the
hook to speak for itself,  He himself regards it not as the
complete execution of an idea, but only asa partial commence-
ment. It rests with the public, with his own compatriots in parti-
cular, togive him such encouragement and assistance as may fit
himt for & full realisation of his scheme, namely the production of
af a fairly full and comprehensive record of the lives of men who
have glotified the country and rendered it services that should not
be forgotten by any children of the soil.

The publisher's grateful acknowledgments are due to Bany
Hiraral, CHAKRAVARTY M. &, B L. without whose help this work
could not have been brought out, _ :
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