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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA,

DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE AND AGRICULTURE,

il

{EMIGRATION.)

Simla, the 24th October1921,

PRESS COMMUNIQUE.

Towards the end of 1919 a deputation from British Guiana came to India
to lay before the Government of India & scheine for the colonization of British
Guiana by means of assisted emigration from India. This scheme was exa-
mined by a Committee appoicted by the Legislative Council under the chair-
manship of the Hon’ble Sir Surendra Nath Banerjee. The Committee were of
opinion that no scheme of emigration of Indiars should be approved unless it
was certain that the position of the immigranis in their new homes would in
all respects be equal to that of any other class of His Majesty’s subjects resident
in the Colony. In order to satisfy this condition, the deputation from British
Guiana laid before the Committee a dralt Orcinance assuring to Indians equal
rights with other classes of British subjects in British Guiana. On receipt of
shis, the Commitiee passed the following Ecsolution :—

* The Committee having heard Dr. Nunan and Mr. Luckhoo is inclired
to take a favourable view of the scheme of colunization presented
by them in view of guarantees and safeguards which they are pre-
pared to provide by legislation and otherwise, but before recom-
mending definite acceptance of it would advise the appointment of
a deputation of three competent persons to proceed to British
Guiana, investigate the conditions on the spot and report to the
Government of India.”

The draft Ordinance prepared by the deputation was forwarded by the
(fovernment of India to the Secretary of State with the request that they mighs
be informed whether the Government of British Guiana wes prepared to under-
take legislation on the lines suggested in it. It was added that if the promised
guarantees were given, the Government of India would send a small deputa~
tioti to British Guiana to investigate local conditions, to test on the spot the
suitability of 158 colomzation scheme, and to report whether any further gua-
raifécs were necessary belore emigration was reopened, The Secretary of
State reports that the Colonia] Government is willing to undertake legislation
assuring to Indian emigrants to the colony equal political rights with other
classes of British subjects in British Guiana, and the necessary steps are being
taken,




- ¥

3. The Government of India have accordingly decided to despatch the
promised deputation which will be composed of the following mennbers :—

Mr.G. F Keariveg; C.LE., LCS,, Director of Agriculture, Bowmbay,
" at present on leave in England.

M. B. Rv. D.wan Banapur Pattu Kesava Pruvat, Deputy Presndent
Madras Legislative Conncil. .

Mr. V. N. Ttary, M.A., Servants of India Soc;ety, AJlahabad.
It is expected that the deputation will reach British Guiana early next year.

. 4. The_terms of reference to the deputation are.to investigate local cop-
ditions in British Guiana to examine on the spot the suitability of the eoloniza-
tion scheme prepared by the representatives of Brifish Guiana and to report
“whether any further guarantees in respect of the status of Indian immigranis
are Decessary before emigrafion ¥ ¥eopened: )

R. EWBANK,
Deputy Secretary to'the Government of India,




