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GOVERNMEN1' O~'JNDIA. 

DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE AND AGRICULTURE. 

(EMIGRATION.) 

Simla, tlte 24th Odober1921. 

PRESS CO~:Il'J:UNIQUFJ .. 

Towards the end of 1919 a deputation fl:Om British Guiana ellme·to India 
to lay before the Government of India a scheme for the c%,tization of British 
Guiana by meaDS of assisted emigration from India. This scheme was exa
mined by a Committee appointed by the Legislative Council under the chair
mansltip of the Hon'ble Sir Surendra Nath Banerjee. The Committee were of 
opinion that no scheme of emigration of Indines should be approved unless i~ 
was certain that the position of the immigrants in their new homes would in 
811 respects be equal to that of any other class of IIis Majesty's subjects resident 
in the Colony. In order to satisfy this condition, the deputation from Briti.h 
Guiana laid before the Committee a draft Or(!inancc nss~l'ing to Indians equal 
rights with other classes of British subjects in British Guiana. On receipt of 
.ltis, the Committee passed the following Rlsolution :-

.. The Committee having heard Dr. l\'unan and Mr. Ludhoo is incJi"ed 
to take a favourable view of the scheme of colonization presented 
by them in view of guarantees and safeguards wl.i( h they are pre
pared to provide by legislation and otherwise, but before recom
mending definite acceptance of it would advise the appointmen~ of 
a deputation of three competent persons to pI'oceed to British 
Guiana, investigate the conditions on the spot and report to the 
Government of India." 

The draft Ordinanee prepat'Gll by the deputation ,,"8., forn-arded by tbe 
Government of India to the Secretary of Rtate with the request that they might 
be informed wbether the Government of Britisl} Guiana WaS prepared to under
take legislation on the lines suggested in it. It was added that if the proll!isrd 
lluarantel'8 were gi.ven, the Government of In~ia..wouIa se!!(;Uutnliill..lkllv..ta.:. 
tion to Bri!iilhGuillna to investigate local conditions, to ~t on the .~ the 
il1l1tll;bilItytiCllie Cnlolllzuhon sdlcmc, and to ~rt wIietlier anz!!'!'!~.er gu,!::_ 
riiiITi"'.-\\'i'reniicpss...ry '6OCllre ellligrllti()I1~"'I~_xeo~l@ed. The Secretary of 
SfiifC·rep.irtstlu.tilie rOfoiiii\IUoveiiiiul'nt is williug to undertake Irg;slation 
assuring to Indian emigl1Ults to the colony equal political righta with other 
classes of British subjects in Briti:>h Guiana. and the necCS\l8ry stepa are being 
tlU;ell. 
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S. The Government 01 India have accordingly decided to despatcli the 
promised deputation which will be composed of the following members :-

Mr •. :a. F KEATINGE, C.I.E., I.C.S., Director of Agriculture, 13ombay, 
.' at present on leave in England. 

. -
M. It Ry. D,wAN BAIlADUR PATTU KESAVA PILLAl, Deputy President, 

Madras Legislative CO,uncil 

Mr. ". N. TtARY, -M.A., ~ervants of Indj.a Society, Allahabad. 

It is expected that the deputation will reach British Guiana early next year . 

. ' '4. The terms of reference to the deputati911 al'8 to jnvestigate locpl fjQ{l

ditions in British Guiana. to examine on the s at the suitabilit of the colouiz_1>
twn se erne prepare y t e representatives a 

e an urt er Ua.mn eoo iD respect a 
are nec~ssary before .emlgra 19lUio:eopened. 

R. EWBANK, 

Dep.rty Secretary 10 tM GtJvermnent oj India. 


