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INTRODUCTION.

Introductory.—The taking of the sixth decennial Census on the 26th Fcbruary
1931 with which this Report deals, completes half a century of Census administra-
tion in Central India. A partial Census of certain portions of Malwa was taken
by Sir Jobn Malcoli in 1820 but a regular Census covering the whole Agency dates
from 1881, The first Census was fur from a success and the enterprise was frangbt
with insurmountable difficultios owing to the inefficient state of many administra-
tious, ignorance, want of commupications and gencral apath{;E At the best the
Census of 1881 was only 8 rough estimate and its value could be gauged from the
remark of Sir Lepel Griffin who wrote that the Census returns of Central India
were for comparative purposes not worth the paper on which they were written.

2, Since then great changes have taken place and the intervening decades
have witnossed the opening of the country by means of improved communications,
a steady rise in the standard of administration in many States, the emergence
from isolation of certain tracts, a greater appreciation of the utility and value of
Census and above all a growing sense of co-operation without which an under-
tuking like the Census is next to impossible. Concurrently with these general
advancoments, there has been a steady improvement in organisation and accuracy
in enumeration from decade to decado and since 1901, the Census administration
of the Agency has been put on the same level with the other parts of the Indian
Empire. Woe are therefore entitled to claim for Central India the same accuracy
or trustworthiness of returns as is justifiably claimed for the Indian Census as a
whole, .
3, Three-fold problems of the Agency Census,—Tbhere are however still some
problemns in the Census administration which demand care and attention. One
of thom ia the treatment of non-synchronous tracts, ¢.e., those tracts where owin
to their inaccessibility or to the wild pature of the country, resort should be ha
to o day Census while the ordinary Census is carried out in the night. Out of a
total area of 51,697 square miles, 7,635 square miles were treated as non-syn-
chronous area. These places are inhabited%y the primitive tribes like the Bhils,
Gonds, and Baigas who have not yet left their jungle homes and settled in the
plains. In the early days they were apprehensive of Census enumeration. Now
they are used to it and give no trouble to the entmerdtor. The difficulty how-
cver lies in getting sufficient enumerators to visit their areas. Special arrange-
ments had to be made in Ali-Rajpur, Barwani, Jhabua and in portions of Dhar,
Rowa and Indore States. In Rewa to the south of the Kaimur, there is a large belt
of forest nrea thickly wooded and extremely deficient in communication. Here the
Baiga, the Gond and other cognate tribes live in small forest clearings leading
most primitive life. The movement of the Census officials in these regions is
impeded by the presence of the wild animals though the Baiga dreads not a tiger.
A second d_iﬂicu_lt.y is the lack of sufficient literate enumerators in the rural aress
more especially in the eastern portion of the Agency where general literacy is lower
than in Malwa. A third difficulty peculiar to Central India is geographical. The
oxcision of Gwalior and its feudatories from the Agency and the vesting of the
Census administration of the guaranteed and unguaranteed holdings in the suze-
rain Darbar, have to some extent simplified but not completely eliminated the
geographical confusion. The boundaries of many States cross and re-cross in end-
less ways and States like Dewas (S, B. and J. By.), Ratlam and Sailana, Rejgarh
and Nursinghgarh are interlaced in such a way that they are comprebensible
only by studying a map. Only Bhopal and Rewa have compact aress. Indore
and Dhar have several detached blocks of territorics and the former has out-
lying areas in the United Provinces and in the Mewar Residency. In the East,

botween the Dhasan and the Ken rivers the Bundela States are all intermixed
and their fragmented parts—the Jagirs—are dotted very near to the Jumna.
Further east the Chaube Jagirs are similarly scattered. From the point of Census
.organisation and control these have presented and still continue to present admi-
nistrative difficulties demanding great care and supervision,

_ 4. Census Act.—The Census is taken on the basis of an Act of the Indian
legislature which, however, is not applicable to the Indian States. Its applica-
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tion was limited to the administered areas and the railway lands in Central India.
The States of Bhopal and Indore passed a Census Act on the lines of the British
Indian Census Act and in all other States the Darbar’s general proclamation served
the same purpose.

5. Co-operaiion gf the public.—The Census is pre-eminently a work of the
people themselves and ita success is entirely dependent on the measure of co-opera-
tion tendered. It is pleasing to record that there was no attempt anywhere to
offer obstruction to the work. The attitude of the public was one of helpful co-
operation and in many places it wns characterised gy considerable enthusiasm,
thus greatly fucilitating a successful and statistically accurate enumeration.

8. The arrangements for the taking of the Census—The arrangements for
. taking the Census and for abstracting and tabulating the results are too technical
and elaborate to be discussed here. They have been fully dealt with in the Ad-
ministrative Report. Only few salient points need be mentioned here. Fach
administrative unit—=State, Jagir or Cantonment—was placed under an official
exercising general supervision, control and responsibility, A complete list of
villages together with the number of inhabited and uninhabited houses (house
being defined for Census purposes) in every village and town was prepared for each
unit. Then on the basis of this record were formed Census blocks which are the
smallest and as far as possible most compact units consisting as a rule of 40-50
houses which the person in charge—the enumerator can easily enumerate. A
number of such blocks were grouped into a circle and placed under a Supervisor
_and the Circles in turn were comprised within a Charge which corresponded to a
recognised Revenue unit such as a Taksil or a Pargans and which was usually
under the Revenue official in charge of the Revenue division. In Central India
there were 322 Charge Superintendents, 4,700 Supervisors and 62,061 Epumera- °
tors. After carefully demarcating these Census divisions, and determining the
agencies, the houses were numbered and the House-lists were written up. The
training - of the Census staff was undertaken with the issue of the preliminary
schedules and this was followed by the final distxibution of the requisite forms,
and the general schedules on which the population was enumemteg.

7. Preliminary and the final enwmerations.—Easly in January 1981, the enu-
merator went round his block and made a preliminary record of the inmates who
ordinarily live in each house. The Census itself was the process of checking and
correcting the record of the preliminary enumeration by striking out the entrics
relating to persons who had died or gone away and entering the neccssary parti-
culars for new-horn children and newcomers, so that it should correspond with
the state of facts actually existing on the night of 26th February 1931.

8. Special arrangements.—Special arrangements were made to enumerate
people at the fair of Khajuraho, for the enumeration of the strictly mili area
in the Cantonments in Central India and also of Jails, Hospitals and travellers on
road and for the enumeration at Station platforms and of certain trains passing
through the territorial jurisdiction of the Central India Agoncg on the night of -
the Census. The military and the railway authorities zendered all possible help
that was demanded of them.

9. Provisional Totals.—Immediately after the enumerator had completed
his round in bis block on the night of the Census he added up the total population
of the block as ascertained by him and passed it on to his Supervisor who in turn
passed on his Circle totals to the Charge Superintendent and the final totals for
the State were arrived at from the Charge Superintendents’ figures. In every
State careful preparation had been made to bring in the returns from the different
parts of the State as expeditiously as possible to the head-quarters and for this
runners, Sowars, Motor Cars and Telegraph offices were utilised according to local
needs and conditions. The first total to reach Indore was from Jaora at 5-15 A.M.

" on the 27th February and the last to reach was from Ajaigarh at 8:48 p.M. on 2nd
March. On 38rd March, the provisional totals for the Agency were wired to the
Census Commissioner for India. The Provisional figures communicated to the
Census Commissioner were 6,632,908 and the final figures arrived at in the Indore
Abstraction Office after checking and recounting were 6,632,760. The difference
comes to only 119 or*0017 pex cent. This reflects great credit on the State officials.

10. Abstraction and Compilation of the results.—The post-enumeration work

w3 dona at the Central offics at Indore. It falls under three heads, viz., (1) Slip-
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ing. (2) Srting snd (3) Compilation and Tabulation. Immediately after the
Eoblza{:z:gtige)enumergtkm (b(ZOIcs oli) each State were collected and transferred to
Indore and on the 6th March 1931, the Abstraction Office was oopened and with
the arrival of the books, the work of Slip-copying was in full swing by the begin-
ning of ApriL By the beginning of June all the sections had entered upon sort-
ing snd early in August compilation work was making satisfactory progress. By
the middle of December 1931, every State had completed the work. The first
net of the Agency tables were sent to the press on the 18th November 1931 and
the last by the end of February 1932. Though the materials for the writing of
the Report were being collected for some time, the actual drafting work was com-
menced in May 1932, The first Chapter of the Report was scnt to the press
on June 15, 1932 and by the end of September the press was in pussession of the
entire Report. o -
11. The Rrport.—In ushering this Report, 1 think few words are called
for with regard to its character and scope. This is the fist time in the
history of the Census administration in Central India that a detailed Report
has been presented, adequately meeting the needs and requirements of all the
principal States and at the same fime presenting as complete a picture as
oesible of such a complex and heterogencons area as the Central India Agency.
n doing s0, I have made a complete departure from the previous practices and
bave run counter to the strongly expressed wishes of my experienced
predeceasor which he set out with considerable force in the Introduction to the
1021 Report. With all due deference to the late Colonel Luard whose knowledge
and experience of Central India was very t, I have been unable to hold
the view that an Agency Report is inutile. Itis not necessary to argue and
state the case for the necessity of a Report and I hope that this question which
has been raised since 1911 will be closed for good. Only two points need be
mentioned in this connection. The disadvantages of scattering the statistics of
a large number of States—many of them are very small—in 35 separate
ampbhlets, are too obvious to be reiterated. It is next to impossible for any
ody—the administrator or the rescarch worker—to obtain the requisite
information easily and readily. Secondly the statistics for the States are
bound to assnme importance in the coming yeare dnd "they should be made
available in exactly the same way as for the other units of the Indian Empire.
These are sufficient to justify the detailed presentation of the statistics by
tho " principal States in the Tables volume and their "analysis in the Report
volume.

12. From this digression it is time I turn to the Report. One feature of the
Report is the carefully executed diagrams on which depends the utility of a statis-
tical report. Another is the detailed analysis of the figures by States and not by
political charges as in the previous decades. A third is the number of appendices
which it is hoped will be found usefu] to those who are interested in Indian ethno-
- logy. In drafting the Report I have derived inspiration from a variety of sources.
It would be a most cruel punishment ever given to-me if, as a compiler of the Census
Report, I am asked to be original. My borrowings have been heavy—indeed too
heavy. They have been necessary to cover the dry bones of the statistics and
more than that to hide the poverty of my own thoughts. In the body of the
Report I have tried to acknowledge my indebtedness but they are by no means
complete. For statistical analysis I have relied on the previous India Reports
and the various provincial reports. No one can wnte about Central India with-
out mentioning Sir John Malcolm’s classic book ¢ A AMemoir of Ceniral India’
and no apology is therefors needed in making constant references to it in the
Report. I have also had recourse to that wonderful and mopumenial production
of human knowledge—the XIVth Edition of Encyclopedia Britannica. Besides
the !)ooks recommended by the Census Commissioner for India, I have derived
considerable help from the T'ribes and Castes of the Central Provinces and also
from Peake and Fleure’s Corridors of Time in six volumes which were kindly
brought to my notice by Dr. Hutton,

18, Cost.—The accounts have not yet been finally adjusted as the printing of
the Report is still in progress. Approximate figures can, however, be given.
The total expenditure up to dai_;a 18 Ra. 1,15,551 to which may be added Rs. 32,000
on account of the cost of printing the Report and leave salaries. A sum of
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Rs. 18,200 has been credited to Government on account of recoveries and receipts.
Thus the total cost to Government comes to Re. 1,29,356 which gives 37 pies per
head of population. _ o
14, Acknowledgments.~1t would be next to impossible to specif

all those who have contributed to the success of -thlt)a ope'rations.p Aljlr t}ﬁ’; gix;nt:
Census Officers have worked extraordinarily well and have shown commenduble
zeal, enthusiasm and devotion to duty which I cannot praise too highly. There
could not have been a more conscientious body of workers. A list of these gentle-
mwen is given below :— :

1. Mr. M. A. Rashid, B.A., Bar.at- 22, Mr. 8. P. Desai, B.A, LLB..

Law, Indore. _ Jhabua.

2. Munshi Muhammad Mumtaz Ali 23. Munshi Bala Prasad, Nagod.
Khan, Bhopal. 24. Babu Manohar Lal, Maihacr,

3. Pandit Nand Kishore Dube, M.A., 25. Pandit Ganpat Rao Vyas, Barwani.
Rewa, ‘ 26, Pandit Vishnu Pant, Ali-Rajpur,

4. Bakshi Jagatram Anand, B.A., Ratanmal, Kathiwara, Mathwar,
L.T., Orchha. 27. Mr. Ram Dayal, Khilchipur.

B. Mr. Mix Bahadur Ali, Datia.

28, Munshi Balmakund, Kurwai,

29. Mr. J. D. Govila, Jobat,

30. Mr.8. Ali Bahadur, Manpur (Bri-
tish) Jamnia, Nimkhera, Rajearh.

31. Muns'i Ras Biharilall, Bundelkhand
Agency Jagirs, Nowgong,

6. Mr. Rangnath Mahadeo Puranik,
M.A,, LL.B., Dhar.

7. Mr. V. G. Naik, Dewas Senior.

8. Me. V. R. Deo, Dewas Junior,

9, Pandit Makund Rao Lakkad, Sam-

thar, 32, Babu Brij Kumar Sahai, Baghel-
10. Munshi Gulam Ali, Jaora. : khand Agency, Minor States and
11. Khan Bahadur D. F. Vakil, B.A., Jagirs, Satna. '

Ratlam. 33. Pandit Kanahaiyalal, Bhopal Minor
12. Babu Raj Bahadur, Panna, - States.

34. Diwan Pratap Singh Pamar, Sarila.

35, Munshi Sayyad Abdul Rahman,
Panth-Piploda.

36, M. P. R. Sharma, Khaniadhana.

37. Babu Rang Nath, B.A., Piploda.

38. Executive Officers, Mhow, Nimach,

13. S8ayyad Gulam Abbas, Charkhari

14, Munshi Durga Prasad, Ajaigarh.

16, Mr, Debi Prasad, Bijawar,

16. Mr. 8. M, Rahat Hussain, Baoni.

17. Pandit Gopal Sitaram Bhagwat,
B.A., Chhatarpur,

18. Lala Harbaksh Raiji, Sitamau. Nowgong Cantonment,

19, Mr, Hari Singh Kothari, Sailana. 39. President, Residency Bazar Com-

20. Babu Har Prasad, Rajgarh, mittee, Indore.

21. Pandit H. M. Vachhrsjani, B.A., 40, Head Clerks, Agency Office, Bundel-
8.T.C., Namsinghgarh, khand, Baghelkband and Bhopal.

Besides these Census Officers, I must refer to the excellent work done by
Mr. Sureadranath Dube, M.A., Assistant Census Officer, Indore, who showed
great energy and zeal in the enumeration work of Indore State amd was later res-
ponsible for completing the abstraction work of that State. Mr. V. P. Pabalkar,
Assistant Census Officer of Dhar with his special knowledge of the Dhar State
feudatories rendered very good services throughout the operations.

15. My thanks are due to several gentlemen who assisted me in the different
special enquiries. Mr. R. M. Puranik, M.A., LL.B,, evinced a keen enthusiasm
in the collection of ethnographic accounts of several castes and I hope the Dhar
Darbar will some day find it convenient to publish them. Diwan Babadur
- Janki Prasad, Secretary to the Rewa Darbar and now Adviser to His Highness

the Maharaja of Rewa, very kindly placed at my disposal some intercsting notes
on Rewa castes and tribes which were useful in identifying many of the
primitive tribes in south Rewa. I am also indebted to Khan Bahadur D. F.
Vakil, Census Officer, Ratlam, for his specimens of the Bargundi dialect and for
his other contributions. Mr. Puranik of Dhar; Munshi Mumtaz Ali Khan of
Bhopal and the Chief Medical Officer in Central India were good enough to collect
somo useful data for the fertility and mortality rates. My warm thanks are also
due to Diwan Bahadur K. G. Nadkar, Dewan of Dhar; Diwan Bahadur Janki
Prasad of Rewa; and Rao Bahadur H. N. Gosalia, Dewan of Barwani for the
facilities they gave in the carrying out of tbe antbropumetric measurcments
which Dr. B. S. Guha of the Zoological Survey of India undertook 2t my request.

16. I would also tender my best thanks to all Ruling Princes and Chiefs and
Political Officers in Central India and to the heads of State administrations for
t'oir ready and unfailing help which was never withbeld from me.
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17. Coming nearer home to my head-quarter Office, I have much Eleaspre in
recording my obligation to my office staff. They have all worked with a single-
minded devotion and have shown much sense of duty. Mr. Jhamman Lal Sharma
with an exceptionally good record in the previous Census, joined my office as Head
Clork and sfter enumeration he was made the Deputy Superintendent nnd placed
in churge of the Ahstraction Office. Throughout the operations, he has worked
extremely well and shown initiative, industry, intelligence and ability far above
the average. A quict worker with considerable tact be got on excellently with
the heterngeneous State staff in the Central Office which ip fact ran so smoothly
that I had rarely any complaint. I am also indebted to him for assisting me in
drafting two Chapters of the Report. Mr. M. D. Kale who also joined the staff
with his previous experience again did excellent work in my office and later on he
was deputed as the Senior Government Inspector. His work in the Abstraction
- Offico has earned my warm commendation and on him fell the brunt of the Agency
compilution work; The final emergence of the Tables volume from the press 13
due to his hard work, patience and unremitting industry. Mr. Banshi Dhar
Agarwala, my steno-typist has fully justified his appointment and has proved
himself to be a rapid and neat worker. :

18. My thanks are also due to the SBuperintendent, Government Printing,
India, for the excellent proofs sent to me and to the Director ot Map Publication,
Culeutta, for kindly undertaking to execute the work connected with the Maps
and Diagrams, In this connection I should like to thank Diwan Bahadur B. C.
Dube, L8.E., Buperintending Engineer, Central India Public Works Depart-
ment, for placing the services of his draftsmen at my disposal and for his keen
and livcl{ interest in the work. The excellent nature of all the diagrams and
maps in this Report is entirely due to the good work dune by Mr. Cbatterjee the

head draftsman and his able assistants. -

19. I cannot bring this brief review of the Census operations to a close with-
out expressing my deep sense of obligation to my Chief Dr. J. H. Hutton, for his
valunblo advice, and the sympathetic treatment he has always extended to me
in 80 muny matters that I had to refer to him. I am particularly grateful to
him for his kindly guidance in my impudent excursions into the fields of

anthropology. _ oo

C. 8. VENKATACHAR.
Inpone RESIDENCY 3
- September 15, 1932,

‘Notm.—Alihough thin report i isnied wnder th ; ; i
vie at o uprmcd"l}i’zein. “ the authorily of Gouermeﬂ', the author iz wholly reaponaible for the
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APPENDIX I.

An ethnographic account of the Bhils of Central India.
C . SECTION A.

Low -t

Tue Bum. Triee,

4 e
. Norr.—The only dotailed sccount of the Central Indian Bhils {x that contained In & monograph entitied e

J ung‘e Tribea of Malwa which formed the scoond volumo of a weries of an uncomplated ethnognplﬁ?ﬁll, survey of the
Contral Indio Agenoy by the Jato Coluncl C. 1. Luard, C.1.E., who for threo suscoasive docados from 1401 waa in chargo
of the Agenoy Census, 'T'ho materials for this monograph were collectod by hiny in connection with the 100] Conwns
nod published o fow yoars Iater. Mo far as I know ongetwo copics of thiy monograph are extant, As there wns a
danger of the valusble Information containod therein boing lost, I have yeproduced them in the following pagea,
rearranging the matter and considerahly abridging cortain unnecessary details, supplomented hero and thero. by
frosh materinls collocted in the course of the prosent Consus. The spocimen of Bhil songs has however been reprinted
in exlenso without any change. 1 om also introbted to Mr. R. M. Puranik, M.A., LL.B., Census Officer of Dhar Stato
nnd to tho Roman Catholio Mission ot Jhabuoa for placini useful notes at my disposal, It should be pointed out
Lhat no nttempt hos boon raade in tho notos to distinguish the mattor oxtrasted from Colone] Luard's monograph from
the supplementary notee.]

1. Btrength and distribution.—According to 'the Census returns there are 363,124
Bhils in Coatral India. Of these 144,836 returned themsolve as Hindus and the remaining
218,288 retained their allegiance to their tribal religion. The true strength of the Contral
Indian Bhils has hitherto not been estimated. Certain tribes sllied to the Bhils are paraded
under different Iabels in the Caste table as separate caetes or tribes. The strength of the Bhil
group of tribes is considerable if we amalgamate, as we should, the figures for a numbor of
tho allied tribes. As for as it could be astertained tha following statement gives the compo-
sition and strength of the Bbil group :—

- Howow. . .. Tamas,
Bhil group, ‘
Personas. Males. Fomalea, Persona, Malos, Fomalcs.
1 p) 3 I [ ] 7
LB . . . 144,836 73,030 70,807 218,28 10,600 108,622
2, Bhilala . ., |, 187,145 94,026 92,219 0,080 3,303 |- 38,207
3. Borola . . . 38,817 10,647 18,870 108 o0 49
4 Mankar. . . .| 20420 10,058 10,372 ® 28 23
6.Nibal . . . . 11,629 otec | . 5763 | - 702 360 352
6 Patlin . , . . 8,208 4,280 3,088 | 11,140 5,812 5,328
7. Rathisa . . , . 37,260 19,028 18,232 - .

The Hinduised scction forma 6-8 per cent. of the total population and the Tribal section 3-6 por
cont, Thus the Bhil group constitutes one-tenth of the total population of Central Indis.
The tribes enumerated above are exclusively found in western Central India. Only few stray
Bhils have beon enumerated in the eastorn parts of the Agency. In the West their real home
is the Vindhyas and the Satpuras, The bulk of them have been returned from the Stetes of
Ratlam, Sailans, Jhabua, Dhar, Ali-Rajpur, Barwani and Indore. .

2. Name,—TIt is commonly held that the word Bhil is derived from a Dravidian word for s -
bow (Tamil and Kenaress bif) which is the characteristic weapon of the tribe. The ancient
Tamil poets termed certain savages of the pre-Dravidian blood as Villsvar (bowmen) who * may
possibly be identical with the modern Bhils.”t If that be so, the namo may have been given to
the Bhils by the Dravidians, In common with the various Munda tribes, such as the Kols,
Bantals, ete., the tribal name, is not uscd by the mombers of the Bhil tribe among themselves.
They employ the usual titles of relationship or position such as Bap (father), Tarvi (hoadman),
Nahal or Naik (an honorific term). When addressing entire strangers thd polite prefix da 18
added, as Da Rupa, Da Walji, etc. When the Bhils came in contact with the Aryans, they
again figure in the Sanakrit literature, Thus the word Nisada which occure in the early Vedic
literature is sometimes held to mean a Bhilla or Bhil, though others hold that ‘ the word scemn
to denote not 8o much a particular tribe but to the general term for the non-Aryan tribes who
were not undor Aryan control.’® In the later system, the Nisada is the off-spring of & Brahman

" e ”
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and of & Sudrs woman,! According to Mr. Enthoven the earliest mention of the word Bhil
occurs in Katha-Barit Sagara or Gunadhya® wherein mention is also made of 8 Bhil chief opposing
the progress of anather king through the Vindhyas. These references show that the Bhils are
one of the earlicst races in India and they have been Lrought into contact with all the great
racisl migrations into India. .

3, Origin.—In the prescnt state of our anthropological knowledge we cannot say whether
the Bhils are autochthonous or not. At best we can only surmise and bazard some views
leaving it to further scientific research to prove or disprove them. There is no doubt they re-
prosont a race which inhabited India eatlier than the Aryans and tho Dravidians. Very possibly
they are & proto-Mediterrancan race who spread far and wide when a climatic crisis ocrured in
the grass steppos of Sahara and it is this race which is responsible for the industry associated with
the Final Capsisn culture in the Vindhyas. The Bhils are one soction of the great Mands race
which occupied the pro-Dravidian India and had for its home the central regions across the
poninsular India with possible extensions into the Gangetic plain. The home of the Bhils has
boon the westorn Vindhyaa snd it is perhaps in contact with the Dravidians on the other side
in Unujurut they scquired their present appellation. If we accept the view which is gaining
ground in recent yonrs, that the Dravidians, a branch of the Mediterrancan race, entered India
through north-west then it is rensonablo to suppose that Gujarat wae on the way of the immi-
grant Dravidians in their march towards the Deccan and the south. Gujarat was g Dravidian
trnct bofore it was Aryanised. It is again significant to note that the home of the Nisadas as
shown in the map in the Vedic Index cxactly fits in with the historically known habitat of the
Bhil tribe. There tho Nisasdas are shown as dwelling south-east of the Aravalli hills between
tho Binas and the Mshi rivers and up to the Chambal, The position shown is no doubt approxi-
mate but it significance cannot be underrated. The Bhils lny on the path of the conguering
and the migrating Aryans towards Gujarat and Malwa. The impact of the Aryans must bave
causod the displacomont of the Blils along the Vindhyas and into the Satpuras but any such
movemeont was rostricted bocause they wore flanked by the presence of other tribes of the
Vindhyua and the Satpures. In these hills the Bhils have maintained considerable indepen-
donce glimpsos of which wo get when we read of a Bhil Chief in the Sanskrit book already quoted
and also of the fuiest king whv sssisted the Emperor Harsha in the search of his sister in the *
Vindhyan forests of Malwa. Tho Bhils, however, never appeared w have bocomo-offookively—
musters of the plain because Malwa was colonised in very early times and in spite of political
convulsions, civilization never foll as to facilitate the extension of tribal rule. Malcolm records
that secording to the Bhil tradition, their home is in the country to the north-west of Malwa
from whoro thoy wore ousted when the Rajputs began to conquer their country. This again
moant & furthor displacoment of the Bhils along the Vindhyas. The tradition of the Bhils in
Malwa pointa to immigration from & western home but the story of their change of habitat
doos not appear to have clearly survived. The Jhabua Bhils still retain some dim and incohe-
rent outlines of their migration. Their story is that the first Bhils were the Damer. Another
soction of the Bhils were the Warkrya who were living with the Damor. One Warkrys com-
mitted violence on the dangther of a Damor as a result of which war sprung between the two
people. The Damors fared badly in the struggle and they had to migrate. They stopped
at o place called Dholka in Kushalgarh State (Rajputana Agency). This is supposed by the
Blils to be their original home and other tribes are said to have sprung from the Damors. The
Bhils hl?\fo their own traditions of their origin. One relates that a dhobi who used to wash his
clothos in & river was one day warned by a fish of the approach of a great deluge. The fish
inforniod him that as he had always fed those of his species he had come to give him this WarRing
and to urge him to prepare a large box which would enable him to escape.. The dhobi prepared
the box and got into it with his sister and a cock. After the deluge Rama sent out his messenger
to inquire into the state of affairs. The messonger heard the crowingof the cock and go dis-
covercd the box. Rama then had the box brought before him and asked the man whe g: was
and how he had escaped. The diiobi told his tale. Rama then made him face in turn north. east
and. wost, and swear that the woman with him was his sister. The dhobi remained ﬁ'rm in
assorting she was his sister. Rama then turned him towards the south, upon which the dhobs
contradicted his statoment and said she was his wife. Rama then asked who told him Low to
escapo and on hearing at once had the fish’s tongue cut out, and since then that kind of fish has
been tongueless. Rama then told the dhobs to set about repopulating the world, and he there-
fore married his sister by whom he had seven sons and soven daughters. Rama presented the -
first born son with a horse but the recipient of this gift, beig unable to ride, left the horse on

the plain and went into the forest to cut wood, h i i
starking the DA e, wood, he and his descendants becoming foresters and

Another tale relates how on the creation of the Bhil, five men went to see Makader ‘
soeing thom approaching, said to her spouse, *‘ Here come five of my brothers to ask da}ce_y%rimcie:
prica) of you consequent on my marriage with you.”  Makadev gave them a fuast and then ex-
plained that except for his bull Nandi and his Kamandalu he had nothing to give. They there-
fore went home. In order to give them something, however, Mahadev placed a silver stool

1 Vedic Indexr, Volume L1, Nisada, foot-nota,
‘McﬁMdMVMme ’ '
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in their way, but thoy were incapablo of aceing this. Parvati noticing how they had minsed -
the gift, sent for them nnd told them what had happened, pointing out that as they were not
able to see the stool, there was little hope of their prospering, Lut she would do what she
could, and so informed them that they must be very careful of the Nandi whose hump was
full of wealth untold, On reaching home one of the five suggested slaying the Nardi and
obtaining the wealth, the others demurred, but he prevailed. No wealth was found in the hump
and the five were dismayed. Parvati now appeared and told them that thoy should have
yoked the bull to the plough and thus gained wealth from mother-earth, but that as they were
s0 foolish as to slay the sacred animal she would never look on their faces again, and left in high
displeasuro, For thus killing the sacred animal the Bhil has ever lived a misorable existence
and been of no coste.

The Puranik origin of the Bhils traces deacent from the thigh of Venra, son of Anga, a descen-
dant of Manu Swayambhuvs. Vena was childless and the Sages therefore rubbed his thigh
~ and produced *‘ a man like a charred log, with flat face, and extremely short.” Heo was told to

sit down (Niskada), He did so and was known a8 Niskada, * from whom sprang the A iskadas
dwelling on the Vindhyan mountains, distinguished by their wicked deeds,”?

The Rajputs have had a very long connection with the Bhils. Torced by circumstancer
to make an alliance with the denizens of the Vindhyan hills, the Rajputs did not hesitate to
take women from the tribal ranks and this was responsible for the disintegration of the Bhil
tribes into various Hinduised sections, such as Bhilalas, Patlias, etc. The infusion of Rajput
blood has led in some instances to o distinction among the Bhils. For in some places the Bhils
are split up into Ujale or pure and Mele or impure with a third or lower status the Madalye
who are musicians and singers by profession. The Ujale and Mlcle Bhils are soparate endoga-
mous groups with septs which are exogamous,

4. Caste and Tribal sub-divisions.—The Bhils consequently are a very mixed lot at the
present day. Besides the Bhil proper, the other tribes are Bhilala, Barela, Mankar, Nihal,
Patlia and Rathia, The description given in the following paragraphs, relates to the Bhils
as a whole. The other tribes are described brieily at the end of these notes, The divisions or
the septs are very variously given and no two listo agres. Thay are summarised in a tabular
form in a separate section. The ucual veverence appoars to be paid to any object which is
rega;de_g o’:ls a sopt totem, it being never destroyed or injured. Nor is its efligy ever tatlooed
on the body.

5. Marriage: General.—The Bhil tribe being an endogamous group no Bhil can marry
without it, The septa again are sll exogamous and no member of a sept can marry another
from the same gept. ~This prohibition is extended for 3 generations to any sept into which a
mon has already married. A man cannot also marry into the sept from which his mother came!
for 3 generations as the members of this sept are held to be the brothers and sistors of such
man. The same rule is oxtended to the septs of grandmothers, materaal and paternal. A man
can marry two sisters but the exchaage of daughters betweon fathers ia not usual, Certain occu-
pations are now looked upon with askance, due to Hindu influence and certain families are in-
clined to roject marriage with a family which has taken up the following professions :(—-manu-
facturing of winnowing fans, and sieves, of a butcher, of a tanner, of & professional mendicant,
of o Rawal, or dancer and singer. Sometimes though it is not a formal restriction, the village
Bhil does not like to take a wife from smong the Bhils living near the dasar or i the town,
The rural Bhil has a low opinion of the town dweller and Lie does not think much of the morals of
the bazar Bhit girl, |

Marriage is adult and infant marringe is non-oxistent unless Hindu ideas have overpowered
the tribal practice, The earliest age for marriago of girls is 12 years, whilo most are married
between 15-40, Puberty has no place in determining the age at which the girl ia to he married,
In accordance with the Hindu idess, the parents settle tho marriage, and courtship, though
apparently by no means uncommon, is not in general vogue. ’

_ Where pre-nuptial sexual intercourse takes place with the affiancod husband, no penalty
is incurred, excopt that the regular marriage ceremony is omitted, tho girl being simply made
over to the man. If the sexual license is indulged by the girl with another than her fiance,
she is, if the fiance still desires it, made over to him but the support of the child born of the
irregular intercourse is borne by the real father,

6. Marriage ceremonies.—Four porsons from the boy's sido go to the girl's house to
settle the betrothal. If the girl’s guardinna are willing o sum of Ra. 7 ig paid to the panches
who purchase gud and wine and entertsin the caste people. The betrothal'then becomes irrevo-
cablo. When means permit some persons from the boy's side go to the bride in the company
of some guests and entertain the members of the caste with wine and gud worth Rs. 9, The
party is then entertained by the girl’s father and thus end the rites of Badi Sagas.

When marringe preparations begin o party consisting of 5 to 25 gueats starts for the bride’s
bouse. After mutual entertainments the boy’s father pays Ra. 41 for the dowry and the cole-
bration of marriage is settled. The party then returns home,

1 Ss¢ Mahabharata, Vihnu Puran, Hari-Vansa, oto.
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Tha boy and girl in their respective houses are anointed with oil and tarmeric. This
marks the c;rmmenfemrnt of marriage ceremony which is koowa as “ Bara Baithana.” This
caremony 1 performed st the bride’s kouse on the day next to that on which it is performed at
the boy’s. They sre daily tak+n in procsssion at their own msidences when their relstives give
money varying from an auns to & rupee.  As soon as these Bonas bave finished the marriage-
shed is eracterd, Four poles are located in the ground and the shed is covered with jamun
Ieaves. It is decorated on its sides by the hangings of mangoe lc_avu. One post is fixed in the
mandap which cromes the roof and goes hizh above the house with leaves of jamun tied to its
top. Four dnmarried boys and girls first dine under the mandap and then the whole caste s
entertained with ** Makda Thedi.” Tl relatives then give clothes to the members of the family
which is called * Prrarwain.””  The bridegroom is attired in marital costume of red and white.
Rounal his waist 8 scarl is tied. He takea dageec and eword in his hand. Well clad snd
ornaments], he puts on his heast the marriaze crown of imitation pearls and stands under the
mandiap whern his mother moves rice-poundinz pestle, arrow, and grain thrasher, efc., round
his fare and throws 4 cakes in four quarters, this ceremony being called Padachhana ceremony.
Plaring & cocoanut at the feet of Mata, the wedding party starte at night for the bride’s village
and stopm wt that place where fire ia kindled for them by the bride’s people before the dawn.

The bridegroom then tourhes the ornamentsl hanging on the door with the sword he
cearrios and is seated under the booth, A pair of eloth and shoes, and a bodice are presented to
the girl early in the moming, The bride is bathed and dresed in those clothes. The same
* Padachhana * ceremoncy is reprated hers hy his mother-in-law. A long piece of cloth
is put round his neck and his mother-in-law draws him on to the picture of their family deity,
hy boliding the ends of that cloth,

No sooner the bridegroom reuches that place thea the bride extingnishes the lamp burning
there, The boy azain lights it and worships the Mata. The ends of the upper garmenis of the
conple are l:notted and the bride’s bruther joins their hands. Subsequently he scparates the
hold and is given some gud for his service. A caste dinner is given after which the whole party
goea to a stream or river to clean their hands and mouth, the females dining at home. The
suspicions ** Kankon,” and copper ring are tied round the wrist of the bridegroom thore. Aftes -
the party returns from the stream the cloth of the couple is knotted and the couple seated on
a picee of cloth, The hand of the one is locked in that of the ot®er and this is called ** lagan.”
A Brahman or any caste member in his ahsence, assists in the performance of * Aom,” in which
oblations of ghre, oilscods, etc., are offered, With their hands joined the couple give 7 turns
round the nuptial fire. Then follows Kanyadan. Some clothes, silver ornaments and cash
varyiug from one to five rupees sre given, The hold of the hands is s¢parated.

A few davs after that the members of tho bride’s family come to the boy’s house to fetch
the bride. When they come they ask the boy’s parents whether they are asleep or awake,
Wihen the boy’s father hears this he brings a cock or a goat, which is killed by the bride’s party.
Tha gruests aro thea entertained and the bride tuken to her parent’s house. The same custom
is observed when the boy's party goos to fetch the bride. These rites are called *“ Ana ™ rites.
Generally one rupeo is paid to the Government as a marriage fee,

7. Other forms of union.—The description given above applies to the orthodox form
followed by well-to-do aud the completely Hinduised section of the Bhils. The Bhil knows to
bis cost that the adoption of Hindu customs is extremely expensive. The whole series of the
marringoe customis amovnt to a total of at least Re. 350 which is 8 minimum. Many boys cannot
afford such a sum of money. So sometimes after formal betrothal they take away their betro-
thed by surprise, by force or by mutual secret consent. They thus save a great deal of money
and ineur few expouses, Somotimes the girl of her awn accord goes to the house of a young man
sud doclares her intention to remain there. The union is regularised by the recognition accorded
by the Panchayad. When o man has not enough money to perform a solemn marriage he searches
for a girl whose price is cheaper. A girl who has had a child or a rejocted girl, would be his
hl_mly lzrulo. She is given a ‘ Lugra’ and ‘ Ghagra’ and some moncy. . The girl becomes his
wilo without any furthor coremony.

8. Ghar Jamai.—Tho payment of bride price by means of personal scrvice is often met
with. Where the girl's futher is well-to-do the young man undertakes to serve a term for his
future futher-in-law. This is commonest where the girl has no brothers to assist the father iu
his work. The usual term of years is seven. It is reported that in recent times it has become
the practice of making him serve for 9 vears. Though not seldom, the Ghar-jamai often escapes
with his wife after 2-3 years. Ornlinarily the two live as husband and wife but cannot leave
the bride’s home uatil the period of service is complete. 1f the two live amicably but after 2
years have no issue, the father-in-law has them anointed as if for a regular wedding and they
:;: Tade_ to do 7 ‘Pheras’ asin ordinary marriages. The father-in-law provides the young

ple with means to start their own home.

9. Marriage by capture.—Alarriage by capture or ghiskarlcjana, is still common. The
usual time for abducting a girl is on the Bhagoria festival, the day before the Holi is burned.
The young man assisted by his fricnds enters the villago and makes off with the gir. Occasion-
slly the union is regularised by® going through a short ceremony which is also performed in the
case of a girl who falls in love and goes off with the man of her choice, ‘
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10., Re-marriage of widows.—The re-marriage of widows is permitted. There is, however,
no obligation for her to marry any particular person such as her husband’s younger brother
(dewar),  'When the consent of the lady is known the suitor goes to her village with some clothes
as presents and attended by four or five friends. He pays seven pice to the widow’s brother’s
wife (bhabi) or to her paternal aunt (phutwa), provided they have husbands living. ' A general
drink is then indulged 1n, in which the Tarvi of the widow’s village takes part, and the ceremony
is complete, This re-marriage is always done by night, The widow never enters her new home
by day, as this will, it is believed, produce famine. Any person who accompanies the man
marrying & widow is bound to carry out this duty seven times,

The widow, and children by the re-marriage, have no interest ia the property of the first
husband after re-marriage. '

In & case where she marries her deceased husband’s younger brother, should there be already
a son.by the first husband, children by the second have no rights in the property of the first
husband. If, on the other hand, there was no child by the first husband, children of the
second inberit the property of the first husband.

11, Divorce.—Among the Bhils divorce is frequent. The man who keeps &8 woman who
has left her husband has to pay her former husband whatever expenses the latter has incurred
in marrying her. Any reason is sufficient for a divorce. To effect a divorce the injured man
calls together his village panchagygt and in their presence tcars off a piece from the end of his
turban which he hands to his wife, stating that finding that her conduct was bad he is divorcing
her and that from this day forth she will stand to him in the relationship of a sister. The divorces
takes the piece of cloth and hangs it carfelly on a rafter of her father’s house, for a whole
month.! This shows that her former husband has no further rights over her and she can re-
rry’.l‘hé Bhils are very suspicious of their women fulk, and not without reason as the majority
of the criminnl ases which are brought by Bhils concern their women. This is a reason why they
do not build their houses close together.

12, Pauwral ceremonies,—The Bhils cremate their dead. They bury young babies

 whose teeth have not yet appeared, lepers and persons dying of small pox and of suiside. Al

these are buried in sleeping position. An ascetie i3 buried in the sitting position. On the
occurrence of death notice is given by firing off gurls before the deceased’s house, while the
village dhobi sounds his drum. The corpse is bathed in cold water and dressed and in the case
of unmarried adults some turmericis thrown on the dress, It is placed on s bier with the
face upwards and covered with a cloth. Two cocoanuts are hung at the heed of the bier. The
eldest son or a near relative, if there i no son, takes an ignited cake of cowdung in his hand and
the corpse is carried to the cremation ground, the man with the fire leading the way. Some-
times music played softly, accompanies the bier. The corpse is always carried so as to lie
north and south, the feet pointing to the south. In the meanwhile, in the deceased’s house a
small lamp is placed upon the spot where the person died, sprinkled with maize and covered
with a bamboo basket.

On coming to a ber tree (Zizyphus jujuba) the corpse is get down, while all the persons
present proceed to take up stones with which a heap is made, A piece of cloth is then torn off
the dead man’s garment and thrown over the tree. The corpse is then picked up, those formerly
at the head going to the feet. Tradition has it that the rest under the ber is made for this reason,
Once the son of an aged dame died. ' The old woman catried his corpse as far a8 a ber tree but
could not go on further. She then decided to appeal to the gods by fasting, for the restoration
of her son’s life, and sat for three days fasting beneath the tree, Thia waa not the fruit season,
but eeeing her piety the gods gave the tree fruit, and also caused hunger to attack her. She
could bear her pain no longer and rose to seize the fruit, Suddenly the tree grew and raised the
fruit beyond her reach. At length she propped the corpse against the tree and standing upon it
reached the fruit. She had broken her vow and the village people took and cremated the
corpse.  To avert any such evil each corpse is now halted under a ber tree, and a piece of the
garment is offered to the gods. The earthen vessel consisting water'to wash the corpse is
taken and broken under this tree on the heap of stones.

Burning ghats are situated anywhere near a stream or tank. The body is placed on the
pyre with its head to the north and burnt together with man’s bow, club, etc., and in the case of
a woman some favourite ornament. The unconsomed bones are carefully collected from the
pyre and separated from the ashes. The bones are placed in an earthen’vessel and buried
near the house, There they remain till the 12th day ceremony is performed. If there is no
chance of carrying out the ceremony they are thrown into the nearest river, usually the Narbada.
The deceased is provided with food and drink on the 3zd day, the provisions being placed under
the ber tree where the corpse rested, The stones heaped up there are scattered.

13. Beliet in a future lite,—The Bhils have some definite ideas about the future of the
departed soul. The flour round the lamp is examined and by the shape of the marks, it is
determined what dnimal the Spirit of the dead will next inhaljt. If it is like a human foot-

e 1 Bomotimes for half & month only. -
. K A,
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i is his next abode ; if like 8 hoof, & horned animal ; if like & bird’s foot, & bird ; if
F.f: :::;:;i; l:r' snake, one ¢;f these animals. It is also believed that Yama comes from the
south and cgrries the soul of the desd man to the north. On the way the soul passes over &
thorn-strewn plain. Henoe shoes sre given s gift on the day of the funeral feast or else his spirit
suffers greatly, He then paases between two heated pillars ; the spirit then encounters a bhat-
yari (keeper of cook shop) who offers bim hot cooked food. He then reaches a river. A cow is
given a8 8 gift. 1t is supposed this snimal providentially appesrs and by treading on its tail,
the departed gots across, otherwise he muffers agonies and is half drowned. On reaching the
* end of the journey Yama determines which of the three hells {lit. kunds or tanks) he is to enter,
one heing full of nectar, the others of varying degrees of foulness (worms, blood, etc.,) until
he in born again. Those who die & violent death become inimical spirite (bhwt), so do
Badwas or medicine men ; others become Khatris, who however cannot harm human beings
but only snimsls, and others Deoe who are beneficent epirits. A sinner is also believed- to,be
tranaformed into an insect. :

14, Memorial stones to the dead.—When a man is Lilled in a fight or by & wild animal
away from his home, a stone monument is crected at the apot where he died. A man on horse
back is generslly carved on the stone, Such monuments are common in the Bhil tracts to the
north of the Vindhyas, Among the Satpura Bhils—the Tadvis mainly—memorial stones to a
person of importance are quite common. The commemorative monument is usnally of stone
but wooden ones are also found. If stonoe is unavailable for any reason wooden monuments
ore erocted, These Satpura monumenta are somewhat elaborate. First of all there is an
upright stone monument of about 3} feet high on which the figure of the person in whose memory
it is erooted is carved i.e., a man or 8 woman. In front of it are two wooden posts, 43 feet high
with 8 bar placed across them on the top. Suspended from this bar is a small wooden swing.
This ia followed by two amall wooden posta, not mate than 2 feet in height and finally there is a
smali stone slab of ahaut 3 fout high and 9 inches in breadth. The most distinctive feature of
thenes suonuments is the wooden swing., This is meant for the soul of the departed. If comes
and perches on the swing and enjoys itself. On the smaller wooden posts, a cross bar is placed
on which food and offerings are Jeft for the spizit.of the departed. In times of distress and
trouble the spirit is invoked and it j» belioved that a childless woman will be blessed . with
progeny by offering prayers at the monument, S

18. Religion.—It is difficult to describe precisely the religion of the Bhil, He hasbeenin
contact with Hinduism for a long time and in spite of his preference to Hindu gods and gedlings,
his outlook is essentislly animistic, The Bhils call themselves Hindus, invariably asserting
that they are the followers of Mahadev and they have appropriated all the well-known gods of
the Hindu pantheon. Baba deo is & generic term for the village tutelary deity. In Shrawan
ho is specially worshipped. All the village collects at the forest where he is making his abode
and offer liquor, grain and fowl. Many other forest, woodland and mountain deities are worship-
ped. Local gods vary with almost each village.

Brahmans are not as a rule employed for religious or ceremonial purposes, The Badwa or
the medicine man is an important person in their tribal life. He evokes spirits and tells them
the rosults, On such occasions the Badwe or witch is supposed to be possessed and goes through
o performance consisting of various contortions of the body and rapid movements of the head,
the oyes roll in their sockets while the nostrils are distended and in the excitement the
few rags worn are ofton thrown off, The possessed being then half inconveniently blabbers out
what the apirit haa told him, and soon after calms down apd for a time becomes as helpless as
a child, duubtless owing to the exertion he has undergone.

In casting out diseass ar an epidemio from a village, after a sacrifice to the principal deity.,
the Badwa will visit all the sacred spots within the precincts of the village, chanting in a droning
tone some invocation followed by drummers ; at each spot he will offer a little red ochre and
o picce of socoatiut, while at the principal entrance into the village limits, he will show by various
antios and rapid gestures of hand and body with his back turned to the village, that the spirit
to which the disease was due has been cast out into the adjoining territory, Another form of
casting out an epidemio, is to sling some baskets, that have contained corn, and earthen pots
that have been used for water, on a bamboo pole which is carried on the shoulders of men who
run along the main road shouting at the top of their voices todka ; todka. On hearing the shouts,
the next villago sends out men to meet the procéssion at the boundary and these take over the
burden and 8o the process is repeated. Thus the epidemic is carried away often to great dis-
tances, until eventually it is thrown into some stream or river which stretches across the path
or is doposited in the forest. If no one from the next village is present to meet the procession
at the boundary, the bearers are at liberty to deposit their burden in the village precincts
Sometimes a young he-goat is similarly carried on the shoulders of men or tied on to a light
bier, The origin of Bhilat Deo worshipped by the Rathia Bhils is as follows :—

Bhilat t%ko wz;a t?: stlaln of Ruparela gxaoli and his mother’s name was Mheinda Ranj, He
was a great simpleton when young, and in consequence was always being chafied and ;
fun of by every one. Accordingly disgusted of life, he left his coun{:y anlﬂgafte.r wanfi'emm
and wide arrived in Gaur Bengal where he met a spirit Karanda Jogan by name who taught
him magic. He studied the art to perfection and then returned to his native place to pass the
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remaindor of his days. On one occasion whilp many people were collected together, he tonk
hie harp and began playing when a snake came out of a mole-hill. The snake was so huge that
the earth vibrated beneath the lashings of his tail. Bhilat Deo, however, caught the snake and
took it to Indar Raja (Indra) who was greatly pleased to sce his marvellous strength and power
and ordered the people to reverence him as a Deo (god) in future ; thus, his worship started.
Inder Raja gave him Bhern Deota for a personal attendant, and also presented him with some
cows as a reward of his merit. Bhilat Deo sclected a spot under a tres on Mangalawri hill near
Sendwa in Indore State, to setitle. His cows increased daily in number, so much so, that he
employed 900 cowherds to look after them, each man taking up his abode with his cows on
a separate hill. Thus cach of these spots represents the site of Bhilat Deo, the gods being
kept under & tree or under some rude cover or in a small temple,

The Bhils have great reverence also for hill tops difficult of ascent, as being the abode of
spirits which must be propitiated during sickness or calamity or to obtain offspring. In such
cases, after the usual offering the forest is often set alight.

16. Charms and witch-cratt.—~Sometimes a newly-born baby has an elongated skull which
may be due to the pressure of a too narrow opening of the womb, But the superatitiong
Bhils, seeing that the baby has a queer head believe it is an evil spirit and kill the baby at once,
or if the newly-born baby looks queer and is queerly shaped, it is also killed thinking it is an
evil spirit. It is reported that such murders are not rare,

The belicf in magioc and witch-craft s universal. Should any pereon fall sick without clear
cause the Badwe is called in to exorcise the evil influences at work and discover the origin of
the illness, With care he can usually discover some wretched old beldame who Lves in
the sick man’s village and falling into a trance describes her accurately to the inquirers. The
witch would be placed on one end of a yoke with cowdung cakes on the other in a pond. If
she sank she was a witch. If she swam she was tnuvcent.  Red pepper would be put into her
eyes ; if no tears came she was a witch. In cases of serious illness 1t 18 8lmosi snvariahly con-
sidered to be due to a witch taking posscesion of the patient’s heart. A Badwa's charms are
the only remedy. The sick man is often subjected to fumigation with the leaves of plants, a
charmed thread is tied on his neck while a special dance in which the gods are invoked, is per-
formed 1ound him, Ho is then often carried from village to village. A few grains of jowar
mixed with a copper enin are passed ronnd the sick man’a body and then sent to a Budwa. The
Badwa then places over them a leaf of the Bufea frondosa and Hoats the whole collection on
water. He then picks out the grains and slowly drops them one by one into the water saying
bhut, deo, dakini (witch), successively. When a grain floats he is thus able to determino which
of these evil influences is at work, by the name which fell to the grain which floated, 1If it is
determined to have been caused by a witeh, he then repeats the process calling ont the namea
of all the witches known to him. Should no grain float, the sickness is put down to natural
causes, Another process is to take a handful of grain, chips of wood or leaves and throw them
away counting cach piece or grain as it falls and repeating this process for every known witch
until an odd number falls to one of the names ; the name so determined is that of the offender.

The belief in witch-cruft is not only common amongst the Bhils but is widespread from the
kighest to the lowest classes. An excellent account of its prevalence in former times in Central
India will be found in Memoir.! A reported case of witch-craft occurred nearly 45 years ago.
In 1888 a Kachhi called Ruts complained that his mother Zssa had been, by order of the Rao of
Bhatkaheri, mounted on a donkey by a scavenger, beaten and turned out of the village as n
witch ; had then been made to drink water offcred by a mochi, and beaten, The woman died
from this treatment, Her body was burnt and the complainant's house broken into and

‘Rs. 2,000 taken away. Complainant was awny at the timo, and on his return was told to leave
the village. . .

Inquiry followed, on which the Rao admitted that I:sa had been thus treated because ahe
was a witch, and had caused the death of the wife and son of o rich Bania, Ivss was ‘ named’
88 a witch and driven out of the village. She, however came back and was seized, It was
alleged that on being scized she wus said to have asked for a leopard to ride on but as no
leopard was forthcoming they put her on the donkey, blackened her face, made ber eat froma
scavenger's hand and expelled her from the place. The Rao stated he himeelf heard her barking
like a dog, and suw her making attempts to bite like one, and that after her expulsion sho
:lema.ined outside Bhatkakeri for some days barking and flying at passers-by like a dog, till she

ied. e

17. Oaths and trial by Ordeal.—Trial by ordeal is common, though in places it is now
dying out. Some of the forms employed were the swallowing of live coals in the hand, piercing
the palm of the hand with an arrow, eating poisonous herbs or fruits, ete. The simplest form
corsists in making the man take a solemn cath and then waiting for seven days, If (within
this period) any mischance befslls him, or his family, or possessions, he is considered to have
perjured nimself, and the case goes against him, One common form of oath in such cases is
this. The man is brought before the Sarkeri Gaddi. This is simply a chair in the ncarcst
Tahsil office. A clean white cloth is thrown over it and it is placed in full view, This represents

I 212-217,
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the ruler of the Btate and is in fact the emblem of authority, The man touches the chair with
both hands and swears by Barabij, The Tarvi, who is sdministering the ocath, turns to
the cast, and drawa @ circle on the ground with the point of a sword, commencing on the east
and pussing ronnd by the north and west. Within this circle two lines are drawn joining north
and south and eant and west, The sword is then placed in the circle with ita point to the east.
The Tarvi then turns to the man and says: “ If your cause is 8 good and true cause, raise
Bhavanimats in your hand (i.e., the sword).” The man does so exclaiming *“ Barabij visit me-
with evil within seven days {or other period) if I swear untruly.” He then lifts the sword,
bows and replaces it, The Harabif are the twelve bij or second day of each month, en which
the new moon is ususlly first visible, and is & day held in reverence. Other oaths are laying
the hand on a son'’s head and ewearing ; taking up one of the village gods (image) in the hand
snd wwearing ; in boundary disputes s goat is beheaded and then skinned and the skio placed
on the man's head, who with his fuce to the cast, swears his cause is good, and then drags the
skin along the line of the boundary, Certuin onths are inviolable, One is that of the dog. A
Blil swears with his hand on a dog's head calling out that the curse of the dog should fall on
him if he swears fulscly, It appears that the dog as the companion of the god Bhairon is specially
looked up to,

18. Omens.—These are very numerous. Some are given in the table below (—

d list of common omens observal at stariing from the house.

No. Omena. Auspicious, Inuuepicious. Time.
1 | Deda-pmnl mils , . . . On the left On the right . Any time.
2 |CryofthoDoviChiviyn . ., .Jlet . . ,|Right . . .|Day )
3 |Cawofacrow , . . . o] » . . . woe . O
4 | Cry of tho Chiwara . . . . | Right . . | Left . + | Night
& | A door arosalng tho path Left to right . Right to left ., . | Day.
8 | Coll of tho Sata . . ' . ‘ . | Rigt. . Lefli . .- ”
T | Cry of the Baray . ' . . L) Left . . Righﬁ . . »
8 | Catoromingpath . . ., Loft to right . Right to left, . Any time,
© | Snake orossing path In either dircetion rens "
10 | Cry of the Kanalwst Right . Left- Day.
11 | Braying of & donkey . Left . Right . Any timo,
13 | Bollowing of & bull From either sido . "
13 | Lowing ul u cow , . ” »
"M | Hooling of anowl Left Right . Night.
15 | Howting ot jaskal . - w e W 7

1f a poanack arics before dawn o
will be a8 many moiths of rai
The appearance of a lark, calling just beforo rain is d
stantly bathe in the dust, rain,
is another sura prediction of rg

n a§ there ure cries,

even if just commenced, will soon cease.

n the third Vaisakh his cries aro counted as it is believed there
This ia considered & most reliable omen,
ue, is & good sign. When sparrows con-
The croaking of frogs

_ : in. The calls of certain birds are held to foretell success ;
pursuit of game, Again when starting on an errand, if a horse should neigh on the ;Sgsh::n sit{]ee
it bodes success ; if on t-ha.le_ft side, failure. It is usual to scek knowledge of the return of g
member of the fnngly. This is done by going to an old woman versed in such lore, who takes a
muni::\;u}g fnmlch .ihe Is;;lances on the little finger of her two hands, 5 gral.ns: of wheat or
m eing p on it. e then addresses the f ing i o Wi

fan maover L aocd anit.  Shet 8 the fan asking if the wayfarer will return. If the

In former times when the Bhils seized a whole herd they sometimes offered a human sacrifice

steep hillock. His logs and srms were tied and he was rolled d i i
bave been abandoned now. A common vow taken in honou: of :h?ﬂ?::ahil:].to E::ﬁiepmﬁl:icﬁ:
o:-a to burn seven houses. When the grass in the jungle is dry they sct fire in it
p t::ea a(; as to destroy a great amount of grass in every one of these seven places. Th
acts are cone presumably to obtain help of the Mata or to thank her for the success of 3 -plund?:-’

ing expedition,

-
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Appmmande&am;mdabcialmkamdem. -

| i .—There is a classio description of the Bhil attributed to the mug
mﬁglr?;dpm%p:bu: “ The Bhil is & black man but more hairy. When he meets you in
his jungle, he shoots you in the back with an arrow and throws your body into the ditch. _Thus
ow may know the Bhil.”? Malcolm describes the plundering or wild Bhils who reside in th.e
" ]{ms’ a3 & * diminutive and wretched looking race whose appearynoe:ho‘“ the poverty of their
Mood ; but they are nevertheless active and capable of great fatigue. "t The typical Bhil has &
broad nose, thick lipe which are ‘opened'and the upper jaw is somewhat strong and
prominent, He is dark but owing to much intermixture there are varying shades of darkness
among the Bhils of different localities. Their hair is black but not wooly, and straight but not
wavy. Many men, especially the young ones, like to keep long hair. The eyes are straight
e amaten ' ‘ ottlod parts have losb much of thei
" . 20. Character.—The Bhils in villages and in more settled parts have lost much of their
suspicion of strangess and live like the lower castes. In the wi!dar and mn.t_aeeamble parts they
are still very timid. They vacate a village on the lesst provocation such a6 sickness or & rumour
of probable harsh treatment. Though they have given up their predatory !mblta., the propen-
gity to take up to plunder is still lurking in them. Some of them are enlisted in the Malwa
Bhil Corps where they have proved faithful and loysl. They are capable of great endqmnce'
and it i8 recorded in 1858 some women of the Maiwa Bhil Corps walked over fifty mileg without
once stopping, most of the way lying through heavy jungle. They are truthful nflless spoilt
by being * civilized.’ B S T e
91. Admission of Outsiders.—A Chamar or Bhangi is not admiited to the caste. Others
if eligible are admitted. Under Hindu influence, a ceremony has been devised for such admis-
gions. Theman is called before & panchayat.. He then prepares a tirth as it is called of cowdung
and Ganges or other holy water in a dish. *This is presented to the Patel or Tarvi presiding,
The Patel drinks it, and the same ceremony is then performed with—the members of the
panchayat. Rice boiled in goat's blood is then presented and eaten. A payment of fgur or
five rupees to the Patel concludes the ceremony ; save-for the inevitable carouse which winds-
up all Bbil ceremonies. Social position is determined by food, admittedly an importation from
Hindu ceremonies. Thus the too near approach of & man of the swecper or Gachhs caate to
food which is being cooked defiles it. If a man of these castes touchea a Bhil's clothes they
must be washed. e
Balais and Chamars, *“ whom ™ it is naively remarked “ we must have about. vs to-do the .
village work,” are allowed to take water from the village well, but not Gachhas or sweepars.
. It is amusing to note the Bhil observe untouckability. The high caste Hindu does not consider
& Bhil an untouchable. - e R T
22, Panchayat.—Before the organisation of & judiciary in the States, the panchayat used -
to decide cases of all nature, The panches now try and decide such cases ag pertain to the
caste. Petty disputes are settled by the panches. The tribal constitution however appears to
be disintegrating in recent times according to the report of some observers, The chargs’
of the headman, the Tares, remains hereditary. The Nat Patels in former days exercised °
considerable authority but the tendency now is to reject their authority, Nobody seriously
obeys the decision of the panchayat. B ”‘ L N
23. Tattooing.—This aperation is generally performed ai ten to twelve years of age on
~giris; on-ihre-clreeks, forehead, arm below the elbows; ¢hin and wrists, . and the calf of the leg
and feet. Men are tattooed between 8 and 9, on arms, wrista_gnd chests. Men operators
tattoo men and women girls. The object of tattooing is said to-be this . After death each -
individual is asled whether he has been pricked by thoms in the jungle ; the presemtation _af
these tattoo marks is considered as affirmative answer, without this they would have to be
pricked with thorns in after life.® Designs are numerons and are made to the fancy of the
person operated oh. -Boys, it should be added, are in the habit of burning marks on each other
on the back and wrist in either five or geven distinct places. This is done with a piece of smoul;-
dering cloth or the match of & matéh-lock. The enstom is called dhemla and appears to bave -

the same object as tattooing.” Females are never branded in this way, . i v Low A0

* 24. Occupation.—The Bhil always states that agriculture is his original occupation,: If
80, he can scarcely be credited with much recollection of it, as &t this day he does but little,
cultivation even when every endeavour is used to induce him to settle and he is given land and -
pecuntary assistance. Tradition has it, however, that the Bhil at his creation was given by
Mahadev a plough, sickle, harrow and a pair of bullocks and was promised that if he sowed two. .
Beers of cereals he should reap two Manis, Gradually the States are getting the Bhils to settlo
and become regular cultivators and many now bold leases from the Darbar like ordinary agricals.:-
turists but as s rule on very easy terms. Where_regular sebtlaménts-exists ‘the~ Tarvé or:
headman generally contracts for the reveniie of the village ‘making=what- he-.can. out of -

- R o

2 8ir Michael O'Dwyer, Indic as I knew it, Lo
& Memorir ii, 170, : ‘

*C. B, Ludrd, Tathooing in Ceniral India, Tndisa Antiquary, 1004, ~
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the inhabitants. Cultivation is often done !

. by outsi ;
zioigge.iof;fegzes & maz agrees to work for g;ydays io(:e:sno‘t:llll;' m;ﬂfi?fﬁna ilil: o e
some modiﬁdntiom,-in the obselrve:: “ftf propitious days, eto., ’have beoon%e en°v:ln land
“a stone st the top of his fiel ;ea 0 IOWed_. Thus . before sowing a oultivgm?'l' , With

it: this stone represents G eld and anomts it with red lead breakin or sets up
are planted ];ep the m&esh* The evil eyo is averted from orops thu "o stis
or heaps of stones ag;;oun isejlmh & piece of conspienous coloured olotlllls .t-ie'c{wo oo
o e chica A s and white washed. The onlookers’ gazo th ft«]s themn; .
offering of a ot A °r Lhe reaping 18 completed, the evil spirits are a L st
B e PIOPit?:tetlilqwl"lioﬂr; oﬁB;if:m . I:vellis sunk & stone is set wp snd Pa;e:?l:tegyw?:ﬁ
Jocallty. gs, the stone standing in this case for the water deity of the

Except in the case of m;ch féw who h ' oatd
population aud as & ula have no fixed villags . Witsout reons e Die 8ee ol s wandering
ing within certain limits in the States of the Vindhyas mﬁflmﬁﬂ“ away, they kecp wander-
harvests on the uplands of Malwa from March to April. It ththﬂamP‘tlon In reaping the
pacca houses they would become less wanderers, Many of 1;]1eme o fraveureged t6 buitd
desert their village and settle elsewhere, So lon 1;131r ; every third oz fourth year
- will never become good agriculturists. Some takeguutheey h;va; the spirit tochf wamander-lusz they
.__I_nagg are addicted to plunder and. theft. One obsl;rver?ﬁo ]c;asvg];gyearse e o & greak
the Blills writes ‘that the majority of them go in for theft veats of moacatul oS
in Central Indis has not eempletely reformed t.hemrand w;anﬁdhﬁdmd yea.r;r: f P;f colul rule
habits. Th . em away from their former
But il they remain lowond duma Mo, e dags of usettled rule in Molw,
when charged with theft.or robbery is * I am nof; bovlv)rlzge ; Eh::nthﬂ;mm hief of o Bhil
words my destiny as a thiof has been fixed by 6d "1 ¢ thief. Tn other
«*-- 25, Inheritance.—Tribal custom determines inheri '3
the youngeat son, who ;slrespﬁ?;?g;: f:)irethe pa?ﬁ;?ﬁﬂc;pge??ngm?y hﬁu f? 'y t'o
nukia (the feast given after his death usually on the 12th day after). H N
vision for his  ususl y ). He has also to make pro-
sisters. The other half is divided between the elder sons. 1If they all live together;
& very rare occurrence, they share equally in the property. In the case of the deceased lf: s
Tarv or headman, his position is assumed, not necessarily by the eldest son, but by the ]:1205%
f:, ;:ho is chosen by the Panches. He then banomes entitled to the nsnal ’righta ypertaining
Iﬁ':he posm;m, as. vgell as its. reaponai_bi].ities, suc!i as entertammg strangers of position, ete.
e case of & Tarvi dying childless, his successor is chosen in the family. A widow is mistress
of her hushand’s property for life] provided she conducts herself properly. It is not uncommon
however, to divide the property in order to prevent disagreeable quarrels. A daughter can
under no oircumstances inherit her father’s property. Only those who are sagolra (of the
-dead man 8 sept) can inherit. If there are no heirs, the Panches consider the case, and no
relatives being traceable, the property goes to the Darbar. 8 d
26. Festivals, music and amusement.—The Bhil observes the principal Hindu festivals.
A mock marriage of two dolls representing the deities who control the rain is sometimes per-
formed. Just before the Holi & great fair called Bhagoria hat is held. The men put on their
best clothes and carrying bows and arrows dance in a circle ; Women cannot take part in it.
1t it can be called so, the drum is their chief musical instrament. On this three predominant
notes are 5 ; y the drum is beaten at both ends, for Grief
only at one, the end_ b.emg previously muffled by rubbing it over with moistened Urad four,
In the case of alarm it is beaten at both ends a continuous-loud note being emitted while
_screams often add to the commotion. This note is at once picked up by the next village
aad in an. incredibly short space of time the whole district is aroused, all gradually collecting
at the spot where the first alarm was sounded. Cymbals of brass or pewter and bamboo
ﬂutes. are also used. Dancing and singing form part of all important ceremonies, such as
_weddings and other festive occasions. In all. mixed dances “inen &nd women—dancs in
‘separate circles. Dancing is always performed in twwo-groups; e in one group and women in .
the other. * The movements are rhythmic and in many cases accompanied by the beat of
sticks -in time to the somewhat monotonous chant to which the dance is performed. A
special performance takes place in Holi. A man is blackened with charcoal and dressed
in g blanket and is called Budelya, another man dressed as a woman being called Raiyi.
Thesa two dance while all sing obscene songs, much liquor is drunk and practically sll

ptzeégnt_ gradually become inebriated. ‘ :
"4 97, Language,~The Bhils speak Bhili and other cognate dialects which are detailed in
Imperial Table XV, Whether the Bhils had a language of their own i now difficult to say.
TheBhili dialect is mainly derived from Gujarabi and is influenced by Malwi, Nimadi and other
dialecta of Malws, in accordance with the proximity of these to the Bhil tracta. Sir George
Grierson is of the opinion that Bhili shows ‘ traces of a non-Aryan basis which are too few to
be certainly identified. The basis may have been Munda or it may have been Dravidian—
T ' 3 Memoir i, 526. | ’
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perhaps more probably the former—but has been complebely‘ overlaid by an A
superstructure,” It is now thoroughly an Aryan language. Th i , orln
Dardic influence in the Bil lingusges, o e same authority sasumes early

. 28, Bhilala.—The Bhilalas are closcly related to the Bhils, Patlias and other tri
which .inhablt the Vindhyas and Satpuras. They have a considerable admixture of anr;]l;::
blood in them. They claim Rajput descent and are considered to be of higher status than their
neighbours. The name of the tribe is said to be derived from Bhilara (or Bhilalu), i.c., those
accused of being Bhils from ara a fault. They consider this appellation derogatory. ’ They
always style themselves Thakur, Bhumia, Rawat, Patel, Mukhi, ete.

The traditions of the tribe atate that their Rajput ancestors Jived at Delhi, and were
Chauhans, members of the family of Prithviraj, the last Hindu king of Delbi. When the Chau-
hans were finally driven out by the Mubammadans? 200,00 of them migrated to Mewar and
settled at Chittor in Udsipur State. On the capture of Chittor by Ala-ud-din in 1303 a
large number fled to the Vindhyn hills for refuge. Here they formed marringe connections with
Bhil women and so logt caste. "Their superior status is always admitted and they form the loeal
aristocracy of the Vindhyas, the Raja of Alangliata, a8 he is called, being the head of the clan.
Malcolm says that in his day the Bhilalas and Sondhias were the only robbers in Malwa whom
no traveller could trust, as no oath, however sacred, restrained themn.® He conoludes with the
remark that they combine “ with the pride and pretensions of Rajputs the cunning and roguery
of the Bhils,” while they are destitute of any of those feclings of chivalry which océnaionn!ly
redeem the vices of true Rajputs. In the beginning of the 19th century some membérs of the
clan rose to importance during the confusion which the Pindari depredations caused in Centrat
India, Nadir Singh, a Bhilala of Jamnia village near Mandu, assisted Jaswant Rao Holkar in
his campaigm to recover the family estates. Nadir Singh Bhilala’s name soon became a terror
. in southern Malwa. By 1818 he had collected a body of 200 borse and 700 foot, and his power
wag guch that Hate Singh, a Khichi Rajput, Thakur of Naulana, actually consented to dine
~ with the Bhilala Chieftain, in order to save his estato from ravage. When Sir John Malcolm

. asked Hate Singh about this, he replied that his having dined with Nadir Singh did not degrade
him, but raised the Bhilala. There are now ten estates held by Bhilalas under the British
guarantee and others held without a guarantee, from Dbar and other Darbars.”

- The tribe is divided into two main sections but no marriage distinctions are made, the
Badi and Choti jats only differing as regards eating and drinking, the septs in the Budi jut never
eating fowls or drinking liquor. In marrisge relations they are on the rame footing as the
septs in the Choti jal. As regards septs the usual difficulty has been expericnced in obtaining
a list, No two persons ever give the same name or the same number of septs. Lists are
given in another section. From these lists it will be scen that practically no septs are now trace-
able to totemistic origin, though possibly there were totemistic reassLs tur many names ; others
are Rajput names ; and many local.

The Bhilalas form one big endogamous group divided into 42 septs which are exogamons.
No two members of the same scpt can marry. Sexual license before marriage is not recognised
atall. Where conncction has been made with a mon of superior caste, such as Rajput,
Brahman or Bania, the children may be admitted to the Bhilala caste but not if the girl
bas lived with a low caste man. The marriage ceremony is like that of the Bhils with
greater importation of Hindu customs, The practice of ghar jamas, sbduction and the choice
of husband are also in vogue. Widow re-marriage is recognised among the Bhilalag hut the
higher classes now prohibit it owing to Hindu influence.”” = :

They cremate their dead. In niatters of religion they consider themsclves Hindus. And
though they undoubtedly have as much claim to be considered so as members of the lower
classes of the recognised Hindu community, they borrow a certain number of the more animistic -
practices of their Bhil neighbours. They consider the deity Onkar Makader, on the island of
Onkarnath in the Narbada, as their special tutelary god, while they accept all the other
members of the Hindu panthcon. They also reverence the tombs of Musalman saints.  In fact
they nre in all essentisls Hindng and they are admitted to be so 8s shewn by their being
allowed to enter temples and generally take part with Hindus in sll religious ceremonics.
Priests are not necessarily employed by them, although when possible Brahmans are engaged,
pafticularly by the well-to-do such as the Bhumia lund-holders. An elderly and respected
member of the family can always act as Pujari. ’

Once they were as predatory and turbulent a8 the Bhils. They are now peaceful agri-
colturists and their position more and more approximates to that of the lower Hindwu castes,
The land-owners have considerable pretension to be ranked as Rajputs and are slowly trans-
forming themselves into weil-known Rajput clana.

99, Patliag.—The Patlias are principally found in Jhabua State and in small numbers in
Ali-Rajpur, Dhar and other minor States of the Southern States Agency. They are almost on

1 Linguistic Survey of India, Vol. 1, 178-170.
* By Muiz-ud-din in 1192°A.D.
¥ Memoir i, 425, B, 128.
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the mme foting an the B A an i
apprarance there in little to distingoish them from Ehilalas.

butle or * pollutesd ** owing to theit being outcasted.

The tradition connwcted with the formation of the caste is this :—
Originaily the caste being a soction of the Parsmara clan dwelt at Abu, but were driven by
famine to migrats: to Gujarat and settled at Pavagarh in the Panch-mahals. Here one day at
the Nnraratrs festival the goldess Kali juined the women of the clan in chanting garbhas (songs)
in praiwe: of Levi.  The great besuty of the goddens struck a barb«_r who at once rushed off to the
chiel of Pavagarh, Parthi (Prithivi) Singh, and informed him of his find. The Raja fired by the
account hrried to the spot and without Leating abont the bush at once advanced to the lovely
daneer and requested here ¢ become his wife. offering her the rank of Palt-rani. The goddess
was highly incensed ond cursed the Rija and his people, vanishing as the last words of her curse
fell on the Rajs's ears. From this moment misfortune dogged the steps of the clan, a severe
famine eventually forcing them to migrate once more. They retreated to Nalwai village in the
Dobnd district.  Here one of the elan driven by bunger killed a roz (ntlyai, Fos elephas trago-
camelne) which they ate, 'This act of sacrilege outcasted this scction of tl!e clan and they were
stigmatised an impure (bitle) bhecoming known ultimately as Patle or atlia. .They‘ were Iprced
to lenve Nulwni and took to the hills.  Another tale narrates how, when thus driven into Gujarat,
they nccopted Jood of the Tentiya Rajput clan, of spurious origin, and hence lost caste.
Apart from the legend, there is no doubt that they came originally from Gujarat as the connec-
tion with this district is still kept up, Rerious caste matters being to this day referred to the
" Patel of Gangedi village in Gujarat,

The Putliss form a single endogamous group or tribe divided into exogamons septs. Nearly
12 sept numen have Rajput appellations with local aflixes such as Pipria Parmar called after
Piprin village in Baria Btate, Tandia Parmar called after Tands village in Amjhera district of
Uwalior and so on, This supports their Paramara desrsnt. .

Their marriage customs are like those of the Bhilalas. The practice of ghar jamai is
prevalent, It is not uncommon for a man to work for his bride acting a8 the servant of his
futher-in-law. Seven ycara i the usual period.  No payment is made for the bride in this case.
After 7 years' the couple areygiven a separate house and means to cultivate whereas up to then
clothing and food only are given. If no child is born after twelve months from their taking up a
scpurate residence the usual marriage ceremony is performed at the expense of the girl's
futher, 1f the couple clopa before the seven years is complete, the man has to pay a bride
prico. Abduction and elopement are also common in obtaining a wife. 'The remarriage
of widows is proctised. All ancestral property is divided pqually between the sons. In the
caso of a joint family, oven where one individual is a larger contributor, the total eamings
or belongings are held to belong equally to all.  In the case of a hereditary Patel or Turvi the
son (if any), best qualilied, becomes Patel and receives the customary dues, and also any trami
lund which belongs to the Patebhip ; these thinga are not considered common property. A
widow with no male heir is sole mistress of the property which passes on her death to the
nearcst of kin,  1n cases where she has a son, who is living apart from disagreement, the
widow ia hicld to be a son for the purposcs ef inheritance and gets an equal share with her
son or sons, Daughters have norights of inheritance. Whers there is no next-of-kin the
property passce cither to the Darbar or the Panches of the village,

ila 1k admixture of Rajput blood in them. In
e nis them 16 ] The napme Patlia is derived from

Oaths, omens and charms followed and practised are similar to those of the Bhils. These are
carried out by the Badwas who become * possessed ™ under favourable conditions and foretell
the future ; the exorcising of deities of discase is one of their special functions. In the case
of cholera the rogla processiop or procession of health is practised. The Budwas are called in
and all collect at & central spot in the village, After a time they become ** possessed * and heave
and sway about and commence to chant songs in praise of the goddess continuing to sing

throughout the night. Early in tho morning they take some parched gram and some balls of |

dried gram flour and a thread of many colours, a ki (the piece of tinsel worn on the forehead
by women) and some boiled wheat and the head of the freshly killed cock. These are placed in
on earthen jar broken into two balves. Some liquor is poured over these objects and they
are placed in anmall wooden toy eart. This is dragged to the border of the village, the Badias
following dancing and twisting and heaving under the influence of the goddess, At the border
the cart 1s taken by men from the next village and similarly passed on to the next. Yhen
dysentery becomics epidemic, another process is followed called totka. Every case has an
inverted earthen jar full of burning cowdung cakes placed on s brass dish put below the
patient’s bed. In tho case of an ailing child the mother makes a leaf dish and in it puts a few
bairs from her own head, some salt and chillis, and a small lamp of flour, Cowdung cakes
somctimes take the place of the leaf dish. This dish is then carried up to the sick child and
passed down seven times over it from the head to the feet ; it is then taken at once out of the
house and put down in a spot where three thoroughfares meet. Another cure consists in
placing the hair, salt and chillis with some wheat in the fold of her head-dress passing this
over the child. Another method is to make two dolls of coloured cloth, swing these above the
child and then cast them into a running stream. When a child suffers from the evil eye, an
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earthen pot is made red hot and put into a dish half full of water
bubbling and steaming which ensues (I:’arries off the evil cffects, waler, mouth downwards, the

In all important ceremonios Brahmans are employed. The Patl i i
deitiea but in particular Kalika Devi. The reason fpor );:his is that athfisblr z;z!;pwg: Hlnt_;ﬁ
worshippers at her shrine and they believe that it was through Ler the Ponwar (1. Par:lo)nc:ra)
Marathas got Dhar. The minor deities are identical with those of the Bhils but th';y bave two
warrior gods, Nahar Singh and Makua Paramare who are much revered. They were certainl
former leaders of the tribe. The dead are cremated and the usual ceremonies are observed. d

The Patlias are prone to wander and cultivate only to a small extent. Like the Bhi
,dm}c}ng., sing:ing, and a good d.ea.l of liquor-drinking are their chief recreations. '.[?heyeag;]:g:r
to join in Bhil games to a certain extent. The recitation of the past glories of the tribe is done
by their special Bhat who comes over from Gujnrat yeatly. He will not feed with them or

_ "take food prepared by them.

30. Rathia,—The Rathias are o section of the Bhil tribe. They have b i
returned from Barwapi State, numbering 37,260 (19,028 males andy18,232 f::l:ﬂ:)c.hw&‘?g
appear to have acquired their appellation owing to their long sojourn in the Rath country
which now forms a great part of Ali-Rajpur State. The Rathias of Barwani date their
advent from more than a century and half when one Bhima Patel and others came from
Rath and eettled at Pati in Barwani State in the time of Rana Chandra Singh. Then the
country was full of forests and suited to Bhil immigration.

Marriage ceremonies are simple. At the time of betrothal the boy’s father with some
Telatives goes to the girl’s house and presents a small amount to the girl. Then they eat and
drink together. At the time of marriage the bridegroom's father accompanied by his male
and female relatives goes Lo tha bride’s house and pays Rs. 50—60 to her parents. The bride
and bridegroom are made to sit together, while the men and women sing and dance to the
st}'at;m; of Bhil music. No elaborate ceremony is porfarmed. Re-marriage of widows is per-
mt ’ o
Brahmans are not employed for ceremonial purposes. A casteman of the tribe performs
the ceremonies. Their religious beliefs, etc., bave been noticed under the Bhils. They are in-
different agriculturists like the Bhils. Some worl as labourers. They are usually distinguished
by their-mude dress. The peculiar usage in respect of dress is the loin cloth which is allowed to
hang low down behind almost to the knees and flap in the wind like a tail. They are always
armed with bows and arrows.

. 31, Mankar,—The Mankar Bhils have been principally returned from the States of Indore,
Dhar and Barwani. A class of Bhils famous as trackers, they now form s separate group.
The Mankars are also called Dhankawas by other Bhils but are amongst themaselves styled Nakals
or Naik. The name Mankarisan occupational term, these men being under the orders of the
village headmen ; the term. Dhankawas is from Dhanukh, a bow. The term Nahal means
simply ¢ one of mean appearance’. The title of Naik was conferred on them by the State autho-
rities in early days. They say they are the descendants of Rajputs and Bhil or Bhilals women.
They form two endogamous groups with twelve exogamous septs, the Chokaria (or superior),
Mankars and the Nehal Mankars. Some of the septs are totemistic. Thus :—

Mori.—Called after peacock. The sept worship the peacock and never injure it,

Sonyar.—Called after a goddess of this name whose temple is at Bal-Kuwan village, eight
miles from Barwani. The goddess rides on a cat and this animal is reverenced and
never injured by them. Any vessel from which a cat has drunk is at once put aside
a3 sacred and never used again. :

Soliya or Khas Soliya.—Called after a bird of this name, This bird is never injured and is
worshipped. Any injury done is believed to be punished by the blinding of the
man doing the injury. :

Semlia.—Called after the semal tree (Bombaz malabarioum) which they reverence and
never injure. )

32, "Parvis.—The Tarvi Bhils of Barwani do not return themselves as Tarvis and hence

- the Caste table does not contain them, Two septs of these Bhils came into Barwani, One
from the Rath and another from Dohad in Bombay Presidency. The Rathvi Tarvis speak
Rathvi; the others Bhagori, a corrupted form of Gujarati. They are divided into two endoga-
mous divisions, Tarvis and Natra-Tarvis. Many of the septs are totemistic. Marringe must
take place within the division but outside the sept. Marringe with a girt of the materna]

1

uncle, maternal aunt, mother-in-law or gister-in-law is prohibited. Exchange of daughters is -

" practised. Sexual intercourse before marriage is tolerated, is not considered disgraceful and
‘is often encouraged. Marriage ceremonies are simple. As soon as the girl is found the man
proceeds to the girl’s house and takes a pitcher of liquor with him. Omens are carefully con-
gidered and a bad sign on the road is sufficient to break off the. wedding. When the betrothal
takes place 8 feast is held of all relatives, The day for the marriage procession is settled aud the
wedding is celebrated with much einging and consumption of large quantities of liquor, Widows
are allowed to remarry and divorce is a simple matter. _



vy do not em Brahmans.” They do most of the ceremonies themselves. Badwas
are r?]’lﬁ;itz):ed whl::l:ynmry. Like other Bhils the Tarvis are animistic in their beliefs.
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Hanuman is theic tutelary village deity snd they observe Hindu festivals. They cremate

their drad.

33, Barels.—The Barelas have been exclusively returned from Indore State. A detailed
- account of them could not be obtained from the State authorities. It is hoped the gap in the
knowledge will be made good before the next Census.

SECTION B—L

-

A 1ae7 or BHIL Beers WITH EXPLANATIONS OF THEIR ORIGIN WHERE KNOWN,

»

No, | Name of Bept.

tlory ss to Origin,

Reverence paid to special objects.

1 | Kanll . .

B 1

Kitla . .

ty-

4 K“u. . .
Tand .

0 | Eanksls . .
Kﬂllr& s -

Kikris . ,

Kivkdia .
11 | Kodla . .

12 | Bhdrla .

13 | Chawin . .
14 | Kohwid .

18 | Kocbds . .
10 | Kharddl .

17 | Khidia . .

18 | Khapodia . .
19 | Khadedia . .
20 |G . .

The stary goos that in former days one of their
snocators was given the nick name of kanbi
the bride’s fomale relatives (wiwshin) for
olimbing into & kamii or kalam tree (slip-
bagyns psrviolla) during the mafrisge
urﬂm’.

Takes Ita name from the dagger . . .

Namod after the Barbal ( Dalborgia Lanceolarls)
oo, .

Alm ﬂlmd ﬂ‘w ‘In dlm . . . N
Callod after the ding or latki often cartied as &
weapon of dofence, -
Noexplanstion . ., . . , .
wbd aftor thﬂ pﬂﬂ I“’ ’ . » .

Namod after the Kishori (Butes frondoss).
Thoy are an ofishoot of the Baiwas Sept.

Oellod after the croaper of this name (1) of which
the root is eaton,

Nooxplsmation . . . , ., ,

Originally were of the BMiria Sopt. This
ofishoot is callod after the coswrie sholl,

The " Brown " sept said to have obtained tho
Same from an anpeator who went about
oovored with ashes, The proverb below
Telating to this clan, taken together with tho
slury of tho ashos, seoms to point to & sddAu
sncoator. The proverb runs;—

BAuria bhatak, Wmdi chaink, tumdi meni
Mnp wikalyo, Bhuria, eve, mhdro bip
nikalyo, ,

Bhuris wanders & gourd {tamandaly) split
and cat game tlg:nko. I!hnm criod), "Plly
fathor came out thenos *.

Psoudo Rijput origin from Chauhan . .
No explanstion , . .

. . -

This sept does not belong to the Jhabus Bhils,
but is met with sometimes,

Callod after tho reod dadi .
No explanation , .,

- - -

A torTuption apparently of Gadaria . N
Tho story asserts dosoent from s Chiran

They worship the Lalams tece and
never ¢ut it down.

At tho ocmmencomont of the
bdna ceremony s da is
warshippod and is held the
bridegroom  throughout - ihe
marriage.

Ramboos are worshipped in marri.
sgo oceremonies and are nover
cut by them,

sena

*aae

Worship It at marrisges. The
never placo ita loaves on t!
heads,

.
LN ]

No female of this eopt Wonrs
owrigs,

The brown gourd of which tle
tumdi is made is never eaten by
them; nor is any ashy.golonred
snake killed by them, goth being
objects of worship.
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SECTION B—JI—contd.

-

A 1187 or Bl BEPTS WITH EXPLANATIONS OF TREIR ORIOGIN WHERE XNOWN—conid.

No.

Nome of Sopt.

Btory aa to Origin.

Reverence peid tospeciallobjwt-.

2

23

20
30

31
a2
a3

a6

38

i0

© 41
42

Bilwal . .

Khaota . .

Bilot (or Helot) .

Goyal . .
Gohari . .

Pargi .

Nisarta . .

Meds
Charpota . .

Ganawa . .
Gemar |, __-.
Garwil .

Gelot . .

Narwayd . -

- this ani

Called after tho Bel (Acgle marmelon) . .

Named after a brokem earthen vemsel. No
intelligible reason is given fot the namo but
¢ ;ahol'af ® i8 the usital torm applied to a broken
ghara,

Not a ioenl sopt though members of it come to
Jhiboa,

Callod ofter the Ganiar tree (cochlospermum
gossypium),

A tale in told of an nm.;o T vg’ho waa called gan-.
wir or fool because oet his OXoN aint wan

obliged to drag tho pathar over bis field
himself.

}iamed ofter the lizard so called Garwdl, Ghar-
wil or Gharoli,

Called after a villago . . . . .
Not logal, but members avo met with . .
Called after tho Qundi tree (c'ordin.) . .

Called after a rz=ai ot quilt s0 nawed, apperently,
but explanation ia not clear. -

Not local sept . . . . . '
Peoudo-Rajput, Gahlot . « T .

The story runs that an ancestor was beaten bz
his fomale relations with & churning sta
{rawai) whon he was rescued by his bitch.

Called after Sela{or Hels) thread used in making
Tops,

Culled after the * Goys™ s place where the
cattle aro herded ontside a village before geing
to graze.

Not » local sopt bub oconsionally mot with
Dim L] - - ' » L]

The hunting section (zﬁrgi-pdﬂ.ii). The crab
is their spocinl object of worship, an anceator,
the stary goes, being mireculously saved by

He was taking home soms meat

when he was acccsted by an officisl, The

Bhil who had stolen the meat was at the time

resting by a stream. He said he bad only

crabe in his wallet. The official innistod on
looking and to the Bhil's surpriss his wallet

was full of arabs, So the legend rune, .

An offshoot of No. 38 . . . . .

An offshoot of No, 38, called after the meda treo

Notnlocalsepl‘. . . . . . -
Called oftor the Charpoli{t) . L, » -

They worship the Bel tree and wo
ita lenves to predict the future
st marringen, Four leaves are
placed on little heaps in four
scparato spota, On them soma
grains of rice are strewn and
they are worshipped. An old
man then watchen the leaves and
by their movementa predicta
good or ill fortune to the newly
marticd couple.

The treo is an ohject of worship at
marriagea and ia never cut,

The sopt worship o log or trunk of
 ixee.

oL ) .
e Y )
An effigy In_flosr of the lizard is
worshipped at marringea and the
real animal i never injuredy ,
oyl '*ﬂ"-:_,

vhen
ssse
aes

Pane

A bitch is worshipped at matringea.

» sz
This sopt worship the land orab *
(kelds) at marrisges. Bomo rice
unbroken and white grain I put
before” s crab, 1f it seizos a
whols grain good luck will
attend the couple. If it takes
a broken or hos an injured
Jimb bad luck will foltow.

Also worship crabs (or an effigy of
a mbyngdo in fiowr ot mei-

ngon).

Alago w)ora'hip tho crab, The bride
tokes a erab home on the com-
pletion of the cercmony wrap-
ping it ua in her fugra. Crabs
ars never




BHIL SFPTS.

S8ECTION B--I—eontd

A Liry ov BoanL SzPrs WITH EXPLAXATIONS OF THEIR ORIGIN WHERE ENOWN.—oconid.

Ko. Nams of Bept, Biory e to Origia, Reverence paid to spacial objects.
43 | Amliar « | Called slter the poppy {omal) . s . “aen
#4 [Rithar . .| PwsdoRijpet . . . . ., .| Worshipthe Pipal treo (fows reil-
Hosa)
Chamka . . | Aw bmpamilly fanciful tale is told of @ party { They worship the BSckafi (an
of th sept coming from Baris near Dohad to animal 7).
& marrinpe, At the Khia river were
startled (rhamat) by a large fRock leoda
birds who rose suddenly on their approach.
Their surprise was wilneaned by the others
and bence they obtained this pame. R
18 | Parmir . | {(Perado-R4 Loxprot.) The legend conpects | Wornhip the Pardna or of
¢ the Ihllln":"l:b the gosd (Perinag). 'lliezl drawing is made o0 &
- wall in tarmerie at marriages.
47 | Pachiya . e | Rald to be oonneeted with Faschipal, Not ceaa
properly explained,
43 | Hatila e« « | Noexplanation . . - . . - senn
40 | Chaodia o | Lrgend sttributea descent from & Rijpat of the waes
. ehgoda olan. ‘ i
an | m_sems .y [ westumiur 80 bangles (chada) . « | Lac bangles aro worshi at
.ndnolenll!]lm::thil
) sept ever woar them.
81 |Changed . , | Ceedaftrabolishorn . . . .| A bell's born is worshipped st
marriagen, the sept never cut the
horna of cattle. w
02 “l"iy. . . Not tml . . » . . . . Bewn
83 |Jhernia , Ditto ¢ & s . . 1
84 |Tokria . . a-iw from & Bhilala of Eathiswira
o noar Al who settled at Tokri
I{l‘tﬂ'ilhandAIii Jjpur. okria- . s
86 | Masénin « | An offahoot of No. 54. ‘Inelegrnd rawm: they, | Worship bamboos at marriages and
an anceator boing hard put to it, gsed fire from |  pever out them down.,
& Warin to oook with,
58 | Dbl , - o ] Not explained mid 10 bo cannacted with diwu, —ace
V.8, the left hand,
57 | Dodigar . Q‘D'cddterthahudldmniuknonum ceen
).
58 | Machhir s | Oulled after mosquitcs . - . - « | This sept never injures goata of a
white colour.
50 | Pamar' . ., | Nooxplaration , . . . . . -
00 | Bimnia . Gufubﬁonof Bribman, doe a ntly 1o Worship ¢t kari at
¢laim of Brihman descent, PRIEY to o m;; o free (1) at
61 | Dindod ., | Called after tho water-sake known as dindw (1) (Worship and never igjure the
dinds,
e |Ted . . . Qlledlﬂn‘thﬂi(plm)tmo . . - oo
e | Arad. . + | Culled after the grass known e srod or dams ceen
04 |Tadela ., | Notlooal . . . - . e . cosa
6 | Daima . Said to be called after the dans, an insect . | Nover kill the insect known as
dans (T).
68 Baria . . Noexﬂlmﬁon - . - . - - savw
67 | Deoda . Ditto .

* Ses sunga for the migration of this Sept,

-
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SECTION B—I—contd,

A v1st o¥ BaiL SEPTs WITH EXPLANATIONS OF THEIR ORIGIN WHERE KNOWN—con(d.

No, Namo of Sept. Btory as to Origin, Reverence paid to special ohjects,
08 | Miodn . Offshoot of No, 67, No proper explanation . | Thoy worship the earthonware
dish calicd & Taodi, and if one
breaks oarefolly collect the
Piecos and bury them,
€9 | Bingdd . Cailed after horns + « » a | Worship o boll's horn at marriages
. and nover out the horns of
cattlo,
70 | Paggl . Noexplapation . . . .+ « cons
71 | Panadn . 8aid to be named after a fire in which part of the sons
sept was once burned (Panaja). .
72 | Poldein . Called after tho Pulasia or Palbadi tree (Botes | Nover out the tres and worship it
oL frondosa). at marriagen,
73 | Paredia . i
74 | Barjor .
Not loeal ., . e e e .
75 Wﬂgdh . (XY )]
7 | Bodad . )
77 | Bha . Called ofter * picces of bread™ OF Peoypre | 0w o e i staa 5
gre (fukra). broken-up f:reuf ’i: ""ﬂ'{‘&l
. toall
78 | Bhateria .
e Not local . . . . a . . I
70 Bhﬂ-rdiﬂ »
80 | Bhdbar . A legond soys the ancestors of the sept once e
feasted on an nss, but whon taxed with it said
it wos & Roz (nilgai). A proverb rnoa:—
Bhibra bt} kMiya goddhs we mine Rogh.
The Bhibauyr:uted and ate an ass and -
considered it & nilgai,
-# Rime . ] Not local .- . ) . . + [} + seen
82 | Bhedi . :
83 | Makwina . Called after the apider (makuwa) . + + | An offigy in flour is made of o
spider and worshipped ot wed-
m. Membore of this sapt are
ited with tho power of
healing the irritation made by
certain apiders, by simply touoh-
) ) ing tho spout.
84 | Morl. " . Calicd after the peacock (mor) e +« o« { At marriage an effigy of » peacack
is worshipped. This bird is
BATIE manlovied by s eopt,
86 ‘| Makhodia . Appurenﬂv anlled afber o turel (mudhodic) but seee
. origin i not tracenbla
86 l Mil . - No axplannt!on . - . . . . * seae
81 lliwl - Dm . - - . . . sree
88 | Maliwdd . Culled after the junglo (mil). No otigin given | cans
Mobonda . Not explained but J fanoy it iz connected with Thoy worship on the first dny of
. the treo mentioned in column 4. the Bing ceromony a muns tree.
‘ They nover cut {t,
20 | Munia - Called nfter the munj or moini treo (odina wodicr)| Womship the moini troe ot marriages
1 ) and prosoervo it,
o1 | Lehms . . | Offshoot of 80, No cxplanation forthcoming. s
A legend rofers to tho care (lakkan) used by
an ancestor in his work, as the origin.
02 Noexplamstion . . - « + ¢ aren

Wasunia
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SECTION B—I—ooncld.
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A LisT or BuiL BEPTS WITH EXPLANAYIONS OF THEIR ORriGIN WHERE KXOWE—concld.

No. | Nams of Sspt. Btory as o Origin. Revermon paid to special objecta.
93 |Malde . . { Called, it i said, efter curds (mahi) . .
86 | Jhadia . . | Noexplanation, 1» an oftshoot of No. o3 . veer
. Called after Lod) form of todon {pas- | Kodos ia pever eaten now by the
» l[an? ' lum atolx;'l:mm;a:bich issaid to cause & | mept, but bells mads of it ame
orm of iotosication (mena} whon largely worshipped st marriages,
eaton.
906 | Mandor . + | Not explained . . . . . e sene
plans . . . . . « | Do not kill goat themseives bt ——
') Mm : « } Noox tion it eat lta fioah,
98 [ Owisl .+ | Apmrently named after the oniri (wasdri} or .
vermdu,h of & house, but is fanciful and not
obvious,
90 llllodh . N No‘llmlllopt ] . . . . . Y
IW lll.'ll - . Not 'Inn - . - - . - - sans
101 | Wadkhia . . Ditto T N aeme
. « =%« | Nover kill and eat plg and worshi
102 | Busnar e Cnlled aftor the wild hnar an offigy of this animal in ﬂoul:
at woddings.
103 {Wania . . | Doscondedirom s Banla( Wania) 'of Rambhapar aeus
who had & Dhil mistresa,
104 | Wikhla . . | Callod afior the * ying fox ™ {Pleropus medius) | This I:t is nover molested by the
. sop!
100 1 Bihalya . .
100 mgol [ . .
Notloosl . .+ . . . e ' aene
107 |Sestrln . .
108 |Bwerlinila . .
100 | Bolanki . » | Proudo-Rajput . . .. . . . cuee
110 Slplﬂl . . Calied after o snake . . . . . .
11 [Bolin. . . | Alsoclaim Solanki descont an 108 , . . -
12 [ Mioda . .
Not loosl mP‘. » . - ." . . surn
113 | Udhawdh . .
114 | Kimlia . « | Not explained clearly but seems connected with vese
blanket- making,
118 ] Kandne . Noi explnined . . . : . . s
116 | Wedoed ., ] Said to be from Waderi o brawl, their ancestor | They worship the sword,
’ boing killed in one, - -
N? | Navl. . | Barbes ., , . . . . R
118 | Kaliwa . , | Noexplamation . . . . . . s
19 | Hide . . | Said to bo connoeted with hands, o but | Worshi ) :
looks like Preudo-Rajput. vemel oo, Toade handi st
120 | Dhali . + | Originally katdras, but bocame drom pluyers sena
121 | GMria . . | Not oxplained ., _ . . . . vess
122 | Jhila + o | Lookn like Pseudo-Rajput but is said to be

conneoted with the cultivation of grain in sail
made by bnrmm down trees. This oultiva-
tion is called 3

Walri gralo is never sown by the
sept, and they say no member of
this sept can eat it without
suffering. As proof the case of
one Minfi Diamsr of Bihar
Village in Jbibua*was quoted,
Re soffored after cating from a
1welled body and was on]y
B o, oy Torsip of

in wi :
oﬁeﬂsnp.
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SECTION B—I1.
Tree Bummara Serrs,

Badi Jat.

t. Riwat . . . . This sept claims Bagbels RAjput origin,

Thoy stato that thoir anoeators came to Mowir, whoneo some of the
clan went to sasist the Raj& of Ali-Réjpur. Owi
e Bhilotus they et jem. : jpur. Owing to their mixing

2. Chokhln Wankals . . This branch of the Waslalas claims Riwnt doscont,

Nore,—In this necount only thess two sopte and not as uaual four are in a superior
drink Jiquar or ent fowls.  Aategards other oustoms they are on the saame ‘m a:t:w m:i;;m."wmy do not

. Chhoti Jat. '

3, Winkala . . . « An oftshoot of the Ohokhic Bopt. A member of that sopt broke the
rulo rogarding wine and fowl's flesh and his descondonts were
degraded.

4, Bhaidia . . . . Local: From the Bhaldia hills, a range in Al Réjpur State.

&, Bolin . . . . + Local : From Bolis Villago in the Kanns tabel of Jhiibua Stiate.

8. Jamrs . .. . Lotal : From Jamrs Village in Jobat State.

:: KN;::ahhn - e . « Onlled after the konch crcoper.

wal . ., . . Takes ita name from the ocoupstion of
A toddy * palm Juico onlled nipal its members who oxtract the
9. Rithor . . ' + Clasim Rajput descont,
o -19. Bandol . . . « No explanation.
11, Bestla ™~ . . . Local: From Sastipors Villago in Bagh pargana of Gwnlior State.
12, Ajniirla . . " & . Called after tho Anjan treo (Hardwickin binata) which thoy mvere and
pever injure as being the homo of their tutelary deity,
1. Masania . .+« &n aucestor was oonnected with the upkeop of a sematery (masan).
14. Kiradia . . . . No explanation. sppesviss; v-eme-sad with kirsd, meaning » valley.
15, Gadarin . . . + No explanation.
16, Arwadia . . . « Noexplanation.
17. Chomalkha . . . + No explanation.
18. Chanbdn . . - . . Olsim Rijput origin.
10, Tadawaln . - . Offshoot of No. 1B, not explained.
20, Changod . . . . Offshoot of No. 13 called after tho founder, Changa by name,
21, Randha . . . . TLocal: From Ranada Village in the Bori estate in Jhibua btate.
22, Mnjaldn . . . . Not explained.
23, Kanasla . . . . Local: from Kanas Village in Jhabun,
24. Avasin + « .+« Local; from Avasgarh, the old capital of Barwini Btate,
o5 Mad . . . . . Bo callod from the founder being a Mali by caste. )
20, Bimnis . . . .« A corruption of Brihman. Claims descent from girl who was & Brab-
man’s mistress,
21. Wanis . . . . Desconded from s Banis, one Buktal of Ghora Village in Jobat, and &
BhAl girl who waa his mistress.
28, Wiskin . . . Local : From Wiskiapura in Dhir State.
29, Mori . . . . . Loonl: From Moripurs in Tinds pargana in tho Amjhers distriot of
Gwalior.
30. Dawar . . . + Not explained.
38.Dodwa . . .+ o« Local: From Dod,s pargana of tho Chhota Udepur Btate { Bombay).
32, Chamka . . . . Not explained.
83, Phabar . . . . Notexplainod.
34, Guthria . . . + Kot explained.
86, 8anplia . . o . Notnxphined.m b el troo (Rombasx malabasicprml be bonre = st
. - - . Called the m mal e
80. Bemlia :: tolary goddess, ‘They s.my- worstip under thia tree, and nover
- jurs i,
-a7-Dharwa + + + + Lousl: Originally from Dhas State
:8. Ohariya . . . . Local: ¥ram Obaran Village in .AU-Rij["ﬂ' State.
. n0. Jobtins . . . . Loocal: From Jobat 8tate,
40. Devadn . . . . Rjput [Deora] doscent is olaimed.
4. Norgawah . . .+ Looals Said to be dorived from Narbada, the sopt Jiving on its banks.
42, Bbhaonrs - - . Not explsined.
SECTION OC.
’ . Specrvens oy Bern Boxas. ’

" 1 have selected these songs out of & number collected at various times. They are ordinary
examples of the lays chanted to the Bhils in Villages. ‘
In rwo;ding them the actual words as used were put down most carefully, the class of letter,
cerebral, palatal, ete., actually used by the singer being noted, o ot .
Thelanguageismoremixedthanthespoken dialect of any one district, as was to be expec
in song, and also from the fact that the singers have gathered their lays from various sources.
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The language, however, shews clearly its adherence to Gujariti rather than Milwi, and generally
to the standurd form common in Mahikanths ss given in Mr. Thompeon’s grammar, aud to the
dialect of Khandesh.

Without going into details it may be noted that the genitive ordinarily ends in na or no,
though the Jijasthin] form io 73, and even the form kera (common in the Rimdyana) is met
with, we have maro, iy ; ie+a, of bim ; s0r0, s0ri, boy, girl ; gher, house ; jd-je, please go ; dhdmiyo,
hustened ; dodyo, ran; kuno, kunys, who, whose; Aat (for Adth), band ; kim, why; ne,
snd ; the infinitive in-wd, as kkielwd, to play.

For n we have se derived from chiie, which is also used itaelf.

A common word used for good, excellent, thoroughly, and indeed generally as an adverb
implying fitness or completeness, is rudo, 8 word met with in the kidiwd form of Gujariti.

Of other changes, b stands for s, s for ch or chh, d for £, k for g, and 8o on us is usual.

As those reading these songs will be conversant with Hindi, only a few notes are appended
here and there,

Of the songs given the first desls with the migration of the Damar Bection of Bhils from
Gujarat to the South of Central India, the second with an irruption of Bariys Bhils, the third
with one of the tribal demi-gods, and the fourth with the custom of marking the (tke on the
forrhead of the Jhibus chief at his succession,

I should add that the historical nature of these songs bas paled before their supposed efficacy
88 churms, and they are commonly chanted round invalids, espocially in cases of epidemio
discase, They sre sung to the accompaniment of dhak and kémde or drum and bambooe.?
Buch singing being called mandsr karwa.

e -

—

8 The Famds v u beemina which bas boon split and potched over which anctber fs rapidly rubbed producing a
mMOonotutiuus 86

No, 1.—The Song of a Kachumar Damar Bhil,

[ X.B.—Words in brackots are not in text.]

I make {my) obeisance to my gods whom all worship—
Hanrel, cto, ’
1 :;nhjp all ﬁth collcetive body of the gods——Hinre,

In the lnad of Dholka (lived) theso two Dimar (Bhils),
Ubari and Bubardé (by nameo).
These two Dimars were sstisted with riches—Hinre,

He ine ine rapge voravald devy vepddvy

Ho dovun dovunug melivo—Hinre ke milan merave—
Hanro ke malan merave,
Ho ine Dhoikanl dhart! miy Uhard Bubari Dimar
ete.

He Dimar milOns, dbiyd? no—Hi pro, oto, .
Ho Disner sindini® havolire hugani valiyé—Hinre, otc.. | The Dimar's bouse was of silver (roofed with) tiles of
Ao iyi Awirne dadk “—Hiure, oto. Pl Migri

o Avi mapgalwirne nre, . . . {it fell upon) Tuesdav—Hs
Hu" _llimnlt oikir kbolwi jiysse Jupgarni dhartimipy— | Theso lgimn wenl:oht)m.tmg on t{:hill’i.—mﬂigm

dore, ete.

Heo dovatd nawalikbo sorl serct, tnl sorf Now (t

ety Megh yin—— | Now (h': Hs;g day) the lovely danghters of the god

Arnill Mapiti darivio miv—Hiagre, eto.

As tape Jeth 4o Veeikhwire bala 40 tapene—Higro, eto,
Ho tape Joth to Vestkhre karme® ligltarho—Hagpre, etc.
lloﬂ?i:r.' hawihat Dimarsers, Minltid dariyio mip—
Ho Vimar sindito pitliye® kbelwi to ligyi—Hapro, ctc.
Hoe phido ghighrs lugdé'® re Megbunl sorini—Hanre, ctc.
He padyd bipjund hapjoli re gulati kors porna.i?

Hip bil rowatiwo rajaltiwo 19 himi wo binjne

H:t l:i kigitlp karyosowo Mapith dariyio mip—Haiure,
Rapde dola ¥ pirdy liddre—Higre.

meg nro.
Went forth to the Maniti jake—Hanro.
Th!el!lut of Joth and of Vaisikh best fiercely on them—
inre.
And from this heat of Juth i i
e thom iy and Vaisakh grest thirst
These 1)imary, there were one bundred and twenty-
five of them, went to Mipits lake,
These Dimars begaz to play pranka (with the daughters

Tl:: Megh).
y lore away the petticopts and das

daughters of !legh—lg:gn. 1od Lug of the
waning light of evening

(A;. l!inst) dusk came and the

ell.

In the evening (home went) the gi i i
attllddl:hlre ;—Higm. ) girls bitterly weeping

b nghters ™ (said their mother) * i

0 lato) at Mipiti tan "—Higro.) what did yo
Why, bad girls, do yoa bring (pots of) dirty water 1

4The meaning of the sk * Higre, eto.” i
tho first verse.

1 Dhays = dhala.
S Bandinl = Chindinl,
S naday.

8 ~thin,

® Karmo=guraw, bete its affect, thirst,

* Both forms Dimor and D-m‘:;nr

. Ilnd-:hoa-s:i\n san used for * many ™,
*Sindito patlivems game like prisoners’ loase,

¥ Loydi = Cloth eovering head and aboulders,
1! Porna = prabar, pabars, & watch of foar hoym.
12 Rajalticlajjalti (H. lajwanti).

¥ Dola=mdiety of moddy water,

is not clearly known to the singems. It will only be irdicated after
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SECTION C—oontd,
Brﬁonmns or Bam. BoNes—eonid,

No. I.—The Song of a Kachumar Damar Bhil—contd.

Aj, miqT, dold ne karyiso woJolimonirno . .. .

Pase kilurina Megh ne—Hanre, oto. .
Aj soriye pukire sadisewo mara kalurana l{ogh o .
Bipd ijjat Abrd Hd&—Hzgre . ., . . .

Aj Piyor! sadtkidne rihoro mara kilurins hune .
S:dyiyo Meghiina hinhupa®—Hinre . Meg .
Aj, Piyor, bola lono mirero miird wilna se Meghda.

Aj Meghda alopiwi ligéd Maro jod! na bilamne®—Hagre
A} Piyor, dhondhfinet pidya seve dhundh@l rdda kil ne

Padys dhundhi r¢a kal no—Hnm‘e . .
Aj Dimor hunini galiye sere, mir] honfai luvoliyo .

Pamor anu ne dhanu gilya—Hinre
Aj, Damor, dlmndhiine padya sere dllugdhﬁ rﬁdi kil nn
Damor gar! ne gird thiya—Hanre . . -

PDamor pliswa® ne lagl Mokal Damragl - .
Piso Hidmal Dimarne—Hanre
A] Damor bhikini bhigelire, mirﬁ Hidmal Dimor no

halka® padaiye—Ha " .
Aj, 1’?;3 -BAIYDh BT -lll.ly&-o :n::s Damar np lmngda

PDimor leligrad? mar, “Hinre . . . .
Damor gagan udo khehano®—Mir3, ote. . . a

Damor kimethiyX ne take—Hanre .
Aj Damor bhiikfini bhablati® o mari H‘dmal Damor s

Dimor kadeli*® dungre—Hinre .
Aj, Piyor,adi ne phiirya secre mnu Nilina Nu.rh.mgda .
Mamii andl ne toldn dhnnii—Hm_m . . «

Aj, Piyor, tikdiye mande sere mird Na.tu.ni Nnrhmgda
Aolya anfl ne dhanid—Hinre .

Mokhla bliojeniyd banﬁwa—-—M.um“ eto. . « e
Aj Piyor, jome {Anl jamere mard Hidmal Pimor. . .
Bilys Damor nd

Aj nﬁamw 16ipbya!? kanl lﬁgbya ne mAra Goclm,ya seri?®

Dmor Pinimiyal* taliwu man—Hinre. . . .
Awya odwila-godwila'®—Mari, oto. . . . .

Damor Chanotfn4ls raji—Hanre.. . . . .

Aj Damor 1inbys kin! liinbyd ne mird Didiyd'? scrG min
Diamor Weljil® kerl bawe—Hainre. .
Aj Diamor linbi J“ lt'lgbly'u, mara Hidmal Dmorno -
Damor Sibina Hipre - ..
Aj Damor Sile hlm Silo ro—Mara, ote, . . .
Pamor Dewad* ni rajii—Hanre .

Aj Damor Mipbya kini linbyu ro mnu Hi llmnl Dnmor ne
Damor Taogid®* ne tandiile— m

Dimar ayd kinl dyire mard Rngbbﬁpur" nj rajt

“ To-day™ (they roplicd) ** oh mother, they mads {all
our) water dirt hf

Then kilaripa Megh {ontering) uked them—Higre.

Then tho girls went and urn]:i ‘*“ oh dear kiluriga

"eihfutlur they have dealmyedourl.m;nd
Haqre,

Kiluraps Megh at this, Ah Friends, sugry.
(Then) began clouds to gather from nlfd d::—ylhnm
In his rage, Friends, he began to thunder from twelve
- hundred clouda,
Then the olouds began to fly away. Oh my good
companions—Hanre.
Tht?’ Friends, & fearful, terrible famine came upon
e
{Yea) a devastating famine—Hanre,
Then did the golden (roofed) housce of the Dimars
melt away.
(Likewise) their grain and riches minh—l'l-gn
(Thu!) d.id a fearful, terrible famine fall on the
The Dimare are (thus) destroyed by evil plight—

Hanre.
Then dxd Mokhal DamranY question the Dimars.
Sho asked of Sidmal Damar (her husbandy—Hainre,
* Inthese days we are wasted by hunger, oh my Sidmal.™
" Make proparations to leavo {)holkn—-" Hapre.

» | Ttr=y—Rriends, the band of Dimars set forth and

startod on ther way. —
The Damars {took) a wild forest road—Higre.
Tho dust (raised by the band) rose up into thonky
—Miird, eto.
The (weu'y) Dimars leant upon their bowa—Hiure,
he Dimars wers hungry (oven) Sidmal Piamsr
mfain
The Damays (ot last reached) the kadeli hill—~Hanre.
Tlan Friends, Narsingh, mon of Nilu, encountered
(He Bald) “ oh uncle, I will weigh you out grain and
riches "—Haipro.
Then, Friends, Narsingh, son of Nilu. set up his scalces.
And weighed oat (to thein) grain and wealth—Hinre,
Thon Mukbla prepared some food for thom-—Maira,
All, Friends, then were collectod (for dinner) by Bidmal

Dimar.
Then {after dinmt) the band startod off—Hinre.
Then at longth the Dimore reachod the town of Godhra.

They came to the Panimiya lake—Hiure,
Thoy reached (the village) of OQdwila-godwila Miri,

(Tl}:;n) the Dimors came to tho distriet of Chanoti—

Thus {at lungth) the Damors reachod the oity of Dudiyn.
Tho Pimors {roached) Welji'a well—Higre,

Thare arrived thus Hidmal Damor (at last),

So the Dimors came to the lake of Bnhu—Hnum.
So the Damors went aver on thoir way—Mira.

The Diimors eame to the dintrich of 'Dnlud-—l-ln.nm.
Thus did my Sidmal arrive theve,

So the DPamom came to a Banjirs encampment—
Thl:lwoamo the Dimors to the district of Rambhapar.

1 Aj Piyor: the word Piyor is addreased to the audience.

2{1) Hinhuna=Chahun (ra)=from all sides.
* Balamne==Lit. oh my eqoal (jodi) friends.

4 Dhundhune=terrifying ; ruda=good, maoh, very, groat, oto, *

% No==belonge to Damor,
¢ Dholkn, in Gujarat. Podaimto pack up.
7 Lolagra ¢ rongh, difficult, juogly. .
® Khohane : dnst.
® Bhablati: lit. giddy, head-turning round.
* In Gujarat.
11 The alternative fek.
11 Lunbiys : Eu-w reach,
12 Saru=Sha
14 Panimiya ¢ 22° 50° N., 14° OE,
‘¥ Odwila.godwila : & vxllnge M.
1% Chanotiza : Village (1).
17 Dudiya : village (1)
18 Welji : m or pln.oo .
19 Sabana @ .
¥ Dowad : Dohad[22°50' N,7°19°E).

Godhra lies in the Bombay Presidoncy [22° 48° N., 78° 517E.] to tho woet of Jhibua.

2 Tinds : 22° 53¢ N., 74° 30° E, orelss a banjara camp which is its meaning. Cf. Man. tigdd, s band ox com-

pany of people.
® Ranbhipnr : 22° 55° N., 74° 33’ B., in Jhabus State.
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BECTION C—contd. .

Srecruexs oy BaL Bongs—contd.

No. 1—The Song of @ Kachumar Damar Bhd—contd.

Dimor MichhalyM ker? all map—Higre, .

Aj DAmor 1inbyu kini 16nbya re mirs Hidmal Pimor no
Lrimar ghintd ne ghatojiye—Hanre . . -
Aj Piyer, Ifinbhyo kani aghyo re mirk Pimor nk hinyds
Walo, Rajgadnt rij mig—Hiare . . . .

A}, Piyow, Bwn kint Sweo ra—Misd, eto. . . -
Utre Mayiyarl ne bro—Higre ’ . . .

A} Dimar ayo kinl Syore mard kulklyA? rhj miy

Wialn, Hagwii® kera rl.? mag—Hinre . . .
Aj Piyor, [fighiyo |Anbivore mirk Hiloré ni rdf migp .
Aj Damor k] eavgl DhArQ* man —Hiénre . .
Awo kAmathiys nn teke mird Hilmal Pimarne . .
Dekhe Hajk W [thoja ne~—Hainra . . . . .
“ Aj buis himls no tlg ri—jore® mird, Dudétly wajir

na .

Awyk Dimor nb hangJi—Higre . . .
Hanre Duwld kadyn kinl kadyure mard kiludl ghodo nd
Ddo ghinjtlo bhije roeJfagre . . . . .
A} Dulo hat mAg I3do sem mirk Glogajal bhild ne .
Ifides glindll4 nhadp—Hinre . . . .
Aj Piyor thebys kani thebyare mars Dimaornd hangda .

Dido piispa to plkne=Hinre . . . . .
Aj Piyor bolyd kit bolyAno mirs hawibo Dimor ne . |

Awyn monat majfirivo—Hingre . .
Aj Dimur ano uo toliee wev 118 dhan( ne

Wahn' kliclagjl khodk map—Higre .
Hanow 1Mulo agadl hoyo sero—Mars, sbo, . .
Batbjo s to hjd® po—Higre . . . .

Al Dimor khisf bhalo huwo—DMard, . . .

Hanade jarnd Jhiipga—Hipro . . . .
Hiro Dildo lo kant Ale re mare anfl vo dhand ne .
Mapgnljl and tolo dhan0—Hipre . . . .

Aj Dimor biyQ bliald lwere marf Hidmal Dimor ne

Rarasy& WAlurivpd megh ne—Hinre . .
Aj 1dmor khiaye khiish! kare—Mark . .
Nigde Mokhal Damrant—Hanre . . . .
AJ wileh pAkl bhald gays mard Hidmal Dimor nd
alra wAdwh lagA no—Hanre .
A} Piyor, joi}1 ud balyad sore miri

huwnillo D'n'mor 'no

Dimor dans bhald walys—Hiyro
Beth bharwis bhali Ry8—Mairai, oto.
Dimor dlidnu ne bhard we—Hiuro
] Both bharl no ghor gyAro—Mara
Jaya ohlo jhajanl kamsi—Hanre
Aj Damor 8oki karo pilare—Mara
Maunalji baro harng—Hinre .
Aj war{ ¥irmako bAl sere Virma bapiyan]

Rapdu na tariyA™ 4o joban jAysse—Hipro . . .
Yirmi koyhlibend sabde sove miird Hidmal PAmar ne .
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Rapd no maind no rayA—Hanro . .
Rawd ne navamo maino jAyaso—Mari ,
Awl Hijdl 4Qn hajwhp—Hanre . .
AJ HIj pol rlals solot! soro—Mira
Janmyi rajliva bilidi—Hanre . .
Aj kupwar Jhole mip Jhavale sere—3ars,
Kupwar malitne motiynr—Hanre .
Aj Mnggnljl ghorwle Alyome—Mari
Bolo nagarl ker logne—Hinre . .
Aj Maynlji kunwar do huwidse—Mird ,
Aj pino dhagl dhapiyayt ne—Higre

* 2 = F g

obo,
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Then the Dimors came to the pas of Mashhalye—
Hanre,

e, the Dimors and my fldmal st last arrived,

The [)amors came at length to the paases—Hagre.

Then, Friends, the Pamor band arrived bete.

Friends {they came} to the Kingdom of Rijgarh—

" Haorm,

So, Friends, they arrived at length—Hipre,

{And) crossed 10 tho (other) bank of the Mabi (river)}—
Hanre,

Then came the Dameors to the district of—Kulklya.

{Then) Friands, to the district of Sagwal—Hanre,

Ro Frirnds, they reachrd at last the district of Silor,

Next (camn) the JJamors to lovely Dhir—Hanre.

Came my Hidmal Dimor {weary) leaning on his bow,

Raji Bhojs saw him coming —Hanro,

s Linton *" tasid Bhoja) ** oh Duda, to my wards, listen,
oh Duda, vajir.” .

{Behold) & hand of Dimnore has como —Hapre.

#o Dwdn tonk out the (well-known) black horse,

Duda saddied up his mare—Hanre. .

Then did Duca take his spear * Giangajol ™ in hand.

Duda spurred oo his mare—Hinre.

80, Friends, Duds stopped and hulted.the land of
DAimorn—Hinre,

Duda questioned them—Hanre. .

Then, Frionds, annwered tha onn hindsed arnd twenty-
foee DBIIUTE,

* With sore trouhlo have we come (secking) work.”

{Duds llni'd) * I will (give) you grain and wealth weighing
it out.'

“ Do you settle in Khelanji village "—Hanre.

Sn Dudo went on in  front {of them).

Ho painted out to them tho boundarieos {of the village)
and the limits {of the ficlds).

Thon wero the Dimors happy and gontentod—Mara,
ota.

They built hota of bushes—Hinre,

They did Duda give thom sced and monay.

Mnl.;mn.lji (Seth) weighed out this grain and goib—

nanroe.

Then the Pimdrs and Sldmal Damor too planted the
good seed,

And kilurina Megh sent rain—Hanre.

And ro tho Damors ate and were content—Mira.

And Mokl Damrini weeded (the fisld)—Hanre,

At longth excellent walra ripened, for Sidmal Damor.

Ho began to eut the Walrd—Hanre.

Then, Irionds, the crowd of Dimors, spoke among
themaclvee,

{80} a good day has come for the Dimars "—Hainre.

The Seth came and removed the food (grain).

The Diamora gave him over the grain—Hanre,

8o loading up (tho grain) tho Seth went home,

Ho went away to trade in ships—Hinre,

Then the Dimors kept and stored the rest—Mira.,

For twolve (lovg xears) was Mangalji away—Hanre.

Ho (he left behind bis wife) the lady Virma, Virma, the
baniyn's wife.

The-dwonnn‘n youth was thns passing away like a
widaw.

Virmns (at length yiclding) went and lived with Hidmal
Pimor (a8 his wife), .

Thoe woman becamo with child—Hinre,

So hor nino months were fultilled —Maira, eto.

Cams Hiju, the mitlwife—Hanre.

Then she rubbed and massaged { Virmna's) stomach.

And (two) princely sons were borm—Haigre,

Then tho princte were swung in a erib—DMiri.

(In time) they grow big enongh to walk—Hipre.

At last Mangalji came home again—Miri,

The City and Village folk (at once) cried to him—Hinre.

* Oh Mangalji, (know you) that yon hnvo two sons.”

Then did the busband question the wifo—Hanre,

3 Machlinlys : » pasa in Thabus State (22° 45° N., 75° 50° E}.

? Kulkiye (1), & villnge.

* Hagwale= Sagwal (22° 38° N,, 75° )’ £},

* Hilorw Bllor {chiler of mapa, 22* 3’ N,, 75* 15* E.)

* Dhiar (22° 30’ N,, 75° 10¥ .

¢ Ri-jore =

:w.ht;-W;o. f.e., baso.
i.e., Sima, Sheda s edgo, limit.

* Kamai= Beipari.

18 Thriyi = woroan,

4 Solomcholo from cholana, to rule hard,

)» Cupital of Dhir State,
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BECTION (—conid.

SreciMeNs o¥ B BoNes—conid,
No. 1.—The Bong of a Kachumar Damar Bhil—oontd.

Aj Piyor 1adka kak{ind huwh sero mast launt dhagiyagl .

Ladka motani hoylso—Hapre . . - .
Aj MangaljI dodyo dbAmyo ji Mard . .
Badi gyo Dhira] knsediybp—Hipre . . .
Aj Piyor, pokiro bapiwoe sero MaggaljT bagyo .
Padyh MangaljI ns jjatJa—Hapro . . .
Aj dhant bole kini bolere miro golo R&ji Bhoja to

Karo nagirno! Janko—Higre . . .
A{Imdo sadyo kini Badyoro=DMAark .
Gheryo DAmor nd hiigg)a—Hipre .
Pimor Hidmal lndese—Miard .
Pimor #dE miri nikhya—HZpre, .

Diimor mor bigdhiyine bigdbyi—Mirs

Bhigys khelanjf kheds ne-——Hipro . .
Aj Diido gAydy kiinf gyGpre miro Dido vajir ne
Gyo Dhir no dorwijo—Hipre . . .
Dimor méri ne ghrd karys ro—MArs .

Dido kidiys boliwo~-Hilpre . - . .
Aj, Piyor, &wyk kinf Awyh ro mird hawiho kidiys

Dimar jiwata riida eapyS®—Hipre .

LI I R

Aj Damar sspf kiand didaro Bawriyk kotomay .
Mangaljt khoshi bhalo buwo—Hasre . . .
Aj Virmb dodl dbiml silire, nart ¥irme buoiping
Jayaso bhiilyans gherii mip—Hanre . . .
Aj Piyor, 9 khoklio mbsd jodina ladkine .
Knpfimar Vidbya bawndwa ﬂliyo—ﬂ@m . .

Aj, Piyar, dodyo dhAmyo jAyase ro mise kamrii dharti

mig.
Utro kshiprd nadl—Hagro . . e s .
Aj dbapl gayo kin! gayo ne mird Ratna nd ghoral mi

Kasfimar Vidhyd bhapiwa ligo—Hinro . .
Aj dhapi bhapl kinl gayo scro biro kin! vidhys .

.Ratnd ghig] miy kbode—Hipre. . . .

Aj dbapl gher jAwins mansiibd kare—Mara
Ratn# soqigl Indrihay mig—Hépre . .
Aj kasfimar nihswino Mird . .
Lidi vidh,m mhnn— are L] . .

B

“ Beloved, dear wife, of whom are these boys 1™

“Thr;l:ro (she asid) the sons of a great man "—Hinre.

Then Mangalj¥ ronning and speeding went ol —Mari.

He went to the Jaw court in Dhir (City)—Hanre.

:lfl;:.n'ii Frionds, Mapgaljl the benis callcd alood fou
ico.

“ The honor of Mangaljl is gone "—Hinre.

Then (hearing him) tho maser, great king Dhoja,

npoks.
" Ed&) sonnd the kettlo-droms "—Hipre,
Then Duda arose and marched forth,
8o (Dude) surrounded the Dimar band—Hipre.
And Sidmal mot him in the fleld—Mara.
8o half the Dimors were alain—Hipro.
n:ug]::d- {of the other half) ho bound behind their

And destroyed khelanf! Village—Héapre,
Then did Duda, Duda the wazir, start and go (home}.
80 came to the gntes of Dhir—~Hinre,
(H;sl eriod) * I have slain and uprooted tho Damors "—
ird.
“ Cull (said Bhoja) masons hore**—Hipre.
Then there came, ‘came (from all gides) ono hundred
and twenty-five masons.
The Dimors wore bricked up socurely—Hanre,
8o the DEmore wero (wallod up) in tho fort of Bawriyd.
And Mangaljl rejoiced excendingly—Hipre.
And Virm8, our Virma, the baniys's wilo, wont away,
= menniygy .16 h.noninx.
Wont off to bor broviwes's kansp—Hinre.
Fricnds, kachutar and khokls, wern vm oo or
the two boys.
BoHl;mhmr wont off to gain learning (or magic)—
nro.
So hostening and hurrying, Friends, ho wont to the
land of kamry,
Ho crossed the kshipri river—Hipre.
8o tho Lord (Kochumar) wont (snd dwult) at the
houso of Ratna.
And kachumar commenced to learn magio-~Hagre,
Then Lord (kachumar) loarnt the twelve (kinds of)
magio,
Rntngl (by o spoll, howover) yoked bim to an oil mill
{08 an ox).
Then tho I)prd {(kachumar) longod to return home.
Ratnoa (ono day) went to Indra’s heaven—Higro,
Upon this Kochumar flod awsy—Hdgro,
Anl;ll;ook with him tho bag of magio (books and sim-
)

[ Hore tho metre undergoes a change. ]

Kastimar 581§ bhalo nikalyo—Re Dehariya (Tek). .
Down miro Dhir miy Syoso—Re Dohariyft

Ayo Indriiiys bigt mig—Ro, ete.
Papl gyo jayadhirl jogdo—Re, ..
Dowa maro dhiipiye dbakiwe—Re.

Dhap! maro 8di rit no samiyo—Re.
Bolo ang r0gi molo—Re. . .
Baynyo Batwo findaro—Re. .
Bepawi Himill nigan—Re. .
Ugpdaro bhapiwl ledoei—Re. '
Melya Badn.ll‘yi mola miig—Re.
Updaro khit{rlido pado—Re. .

LT T TR T B )

Pisal HimAll nigap—Re. .
Nagap palnpg dholama—-Re,
Kuti* Himd] Kupwari—Re,
Nigay Soptle* sadwk ligl—Re,

asY tasi tlip Spgliyo—Ro. . .
]l;:')elau’ adkhin sagys bakhii*—Re,
Padi nagar] min bimase—Ro, .
Awy&s nagrl, kord log—Re. . .
Bediya® boldwl lidiso—Ra. . .

s 4 2 w s % s W o s ¥
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And kachumar wont off and got woll away—Ro Dehariys

(Refrain),
Ho the god came to Dhir.
Came to the of Indra—Roe., oto.
Dinguisod himeolf as 8 Jota-bearing Jogi.
The ged lighted a sacred fire—Re.
The Lord at tho midnight bour—Re.
Aftar woll rubbing and massaging his body—Ro.
Mado {fram his swoat) o rat, Batws by numo—Re.
Mado (too) o femalv snake Himall Re.
Ho took tho zat and instructed him—Iie.
Sont them to tho BAdaliyn ﬁ:law-—lh.
Tho rat borod o deep holo—Ha,
Bohind him (followed) Himall, the snake—Ro.
The snnko wandered round tho bede—Re.
{On whiob) slept tho princess Himal—Re.
Tho Snako bogan to climb up by tho bruid of her hair—

Re.
And (thon) bit hor an tho little finger—NRe.
('The) poison wont in at her pail—Ro.
Lamoutation soundod throughout the city—Re.
Togother cameo all tho folk of clty and villag—Ro,
They summonsd and brought n the doctors—Ro.

1 Nagirnomnakirs. .
218anyi=H. chunsys, i.e, arranged ; buil

t op.
'Kmﬁmn.alomlgod,appnunﬂyadniﬁechﬂoﬂhoKmdmhupt

& Khatw= kat,
& Huti=Sotl

Bontle=Chontl. There is a superstition that no snake can climb up  bodsiesd, bonoo but for the braid of

bair kanging down the prinoess wounld have been safo.
T Pelrmg- hor (nail),
1 BakhQ=Vish,
* Bediyd= Vaidys.

*
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BECTION C—oontd.
Sreciuens oy Bui Bowcs—contd.

No. 1.—The 8ong of a Kachumar Damar Bhil—contd.

Bode grlo HEGR »He. . . . Then Bpoke beloved Riji Bhojs—Re, .
Kuq::rl dhu’rmm ranawin—Re, * 1 swear to masry { bor curer) to the princess.
Hab o nabiin o0 wiiyn? walro—Re. . {They) could not stop the poison by spelis—Ee.
Doddi Indran by mig—MHe, . . An old beldame (went) to the Indrari garden—Re.
Phine kasfimar kupdwila—HRe. Asked l‘chmr-knnd_tlh of brl’"—Ba.

Dokrl wnl jmdf om.—He, = Old womsa, what noise '!- that ?

Mari H4 hupwasl—HKe, . “ Princess Himdli is dead ™ (she -nid)--B'.'.
Pokel hiymal® man bit—Ke. L lla aid) * Beldame mark '.r'ell my words "—Re.
Jije gelo Kajh Bbouja—He, . Go, pray, to Riji Bhoja "— .

Awajo wand to wastro—Ke,. (And ssy) come (before me) unclad,

Awsjo anuikne pagi—He. . b (.hl.ue with un.lhoq feot '—-Rv. "

Lawsjo o Wajirne—Re, . . | * Bring also Druds Wazir (with _vo?}" —Re.
Lawajo bugd tg palkhi—Re, . | “ Bring also the golden Palkhi'—Re.

(BPOKEN PROSF)

Mam8 hukks piyo tukd pive, bagive, mitriye tino mip | 1 will smoks, otc., before him as if (in my own bhonw) in
wumin rakhenl, Teri hamari sale mapire japtra. privacy, so will my charma be eflicacious,

Awe grlo Ragé Bhoja—HRe. . . . Then came noble Rija Bhoja—Re.

Awe hugan) palkhi—Re. . Came also the golden pilkhi—Re.

Kastmar hod) riddo betho—Re. Kachumar Bprang lightly into it and st there—Ro.

Awe Badliyd pwla miag—Ite, {They) came o t B'idahyn_puhm—lio.

Mantra bhagaws lkgyo—Ke. He began to recite incantations—Re,

Nigap kotd ne kingre*—He. The snake was (lying) on the fort's battlements—Re.

Nigno manydiji ledi—Re, . He (thus) summonod the anske—Re.

Naygap Notéd[ dedl—Re. . He put the snake’s mouth to the wound—Re.

kb Kihi® hanl lidé—Ra. (The snake) sucked out the poison—Re.

Himal beihi rudi huwi—Kae, Himali st up cured—Re.

Khushi buyo geholo Riji Whoja—Re, Ploased was noble Rija Bhoja—Ro,

Khushi buwi Wjark ran—Ee. . Overjoyed was Bijira Rini—Re.

Kare lila pulé haga®—He. . . Preparations for the marriage were made—Re!

MangdJyi kordre kalsha—Re. . Kent for pew wator-pois- Ho.
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Kasiimar pyspetfin’ bapdwo—Re, Ho kechfimar carried oot his wodding.

Dewd mire phors t0ds phoro—Re, The god ciroumambulated {the fire) as was fitting—
Re.

Bay! gvik dbapl ne dhapivigl—Re. . . | Bo became thoy man and wife—Ra,

Bole Dadu to wajTr ne—Re. . Thea spake Diida wacir—Re.

* Hear, oh Riji Bhoja, the good "—Re,

“ Maks over to him the colt Sunags.”

{Kachimar mid) * Hear, dear father-in-law "—

** Rring the Indariys Eaddle "—Re.

* Bring the golden bridie"—Re.,

Down to the stable went kachiimar—Re,

Brongbt out the colt Sunaga—Re.

Saddicd up secarely his mount—Re,

It was then ::o honr of midnight—Re.

Clear from the ground he sprang into the saddle—Rq,
Prought the horse up to the Badliya palace—Re. Fe
Called the princess, and took her (up}—Re,

So the mare reached the (city) gute—Re.

Knchitar cried * Poorkeeper, open the gate,”

"I am the beloved Raji Bhojs "—Re.

{The gatekeeper) threw open the doors—Re,

** Hold out yoor band, gatekeeper ” (he cried)—Re.
1 will give you & reward '—Re.

Then kachimar cut his hand clean off——Re.

Hawmil gehelo Rijé Bhoja ne—Re,
Huanpu®* Hunago bachhero—Re. .
Hamro® lddana’® hiharat'—Re. .
Lawo Indariy A palap—Re. . .
Liwoe bonind iagdnw—Ro. . .
Kastimar bhonyara't mie utro—Re.
Kadyo Honago Lachhoro—Re.
(Ihodo bhigi bhalo ledo—Ro.
Inl adi rit e samo—Re. .
Bhimf aswir bbalo buwo—Re.
Ghogo Badiiys meli mig—Re.
Kunwarl ne boldwli lidiso—Ra.
Liinbyo ghusjt t g darwije—Ro.
Puliv pol ne ugidje ne—Re.
Hup se gebelo Rajd Bbojs no—1}
Pole ugadl didiRe, o )
Toliys lagbo hat karo—Ro,
Jane acldmol*gldsu—Ro. .
Hith witdi bhalo lido—Re, .

..--.S’.--.a-.

Ki jo Raji rdda Bhoja ne—Re. “ Go, tell (bo cried) that nobje Raja Bhoja~—Re,
Wiliy'* bapinda beruse—Ra, *1 am revenged on my father's onemy "—-Re.
Ghodo bibre—dida no—Re, **{I have recovered) my grand father's {om"—

Kuyward beru mip pyanyo'* so—Re.
Ghudo vdAmi mire so—Re, .
Ghodo Maivari ne i so—Re., .
Lanbigo Gaje kunwari= R, .
Ayo kankara Rharadi—Re. -
Lun biyo Patldwad'! i rajina—Ra,
Lupbiyo kbawhsind®® rdji-—Re. .,

*In rovenge have I mauried the princess”—!

His horse bounded (into the air}—Re,

At length (he and) his steed reachod the Mahi's bank.
Came to (thoe bill) of Gaje kunwar—Re.

Came to (the Bhrine) of kankars Bharadi,

Came to the district of Petiawad.—Re.

Came to the district of khawasany—Re,
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h h:.l)h.mnnby my religion, i.e., I sweur, or elee thay mean “ fron of {bride-price)”. But the former meaning

S Wilvom H, Warna, to avert, Ward oft.
:2?M=‘B':aln,hhil. i.e., attend to, mark,

nEre= . kangarab or H. Kandar.
:S&M- Chued.

tare, sto.. Idiomats . - .
: hmpym:“‘.:hrmmmn for & hasty wedding in which coloared bamboos are used for the Mandapa,
* Hamoom barmie
Amro= 0w gambhal, attend

% Liduna= Lid.uns. H. ti:i. to. mark.

13 Bhonyari lit * ground rooma * stables were under welling
B Adamo=inim, a ocorrupti the tho d rooms.
 Wiliva = badlg,
::GPM {Ohm_\"h.
aje kunwar is & hill near Umarkot (22° 47* N._ 75°
w l:Nli-Id io Indore State (23" }* H.S 74°‘&0’NR‘)75 SR
¥ Ebawiss in Jhabua (23° 7° N, 4* 45' R),
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SECTION C—ocontd,

No. I.—The Song of o Kachumar Damar Bhil—concld.

Lunbiyo Sarwato rhn--ke.
Lunbiyo Lildgar' dungre—Re,
Kastimar dupgre Sadi gayo—Re,
Dungar khohi bhalo lido—Re.

Mira Sandiyd Gandiya, bhit—Re.

Badh bhari phonyki—Re. .

Padya dupgarani bhigti mig—Re.

-

Khijo pljo mojd mirjo—Re, Debariys .

originally a chief of note in Baria, a Statel

Presidency.

Miliyo to mAli se—Re. Dohariyd
Mirl Mali to Malan se—Re,
Ini Dewad do bapiye—Reo, ,
Kare badi to gowadi—Re, .
Thane lila pira &pbdi—Re,
Anbi milana motiyadr ne-=-Re.
Sope® marwid to mozri—Re,
Sope didam ne dakhe—Re.
Sope khole to khajir—Ra. .
Sope sanpo ne sameli—Ro.
Mird hikriya* snbs—Re, .
Daded paroliyd dnbi—Re. .
Baydwo big ne bagichi—Ro,
Phiilyd marwa mogra—He. .
Phiile dijam nc dikha—Re,
Phiilo kela to khajir—Ro, .
Phaile sanpo no sanpeli—Re.
Anbe phGibhala ligi—Re, .
Laga hipddriya dnpba—Re, .
Miiliyo khiys ne moja kero—Re.
Miilan khiya ne moja kare—Re,
Mars Majiito BiriyA—Re. .
Toni kalkaltd kuywar—Re,
Bado balawati dewa—Re. .
Bado ribdno janjili—Re. .
Miro Manotd kopwar—Ro. .

Down mire Barini dharti mio—Re.

Dowa maro dwid bhale ligo—Rae,
Awe Biriya no hangdo—Re,
Hiithe manoté kunwar—Re,
Awo Dewad do badiyi—Re,
Awo Mopotda Kunwar—Re, .
Awe Miliyini bidiye—Re. .
Nakhe® bhamerd paliti-—Re,

.
.
-
.
.

L I A

Sabdya {inde khido didya—Ra. .

‘Dewsa miro maniind mansfibd—Re.

Piise Miliya mali ne—Re. .
Miliya widi kuniyo se—Ra,
Wadi bapre didd ni—Re. .

Dowa miro bolwa ligo se—Ro.
Widi tari kinthi awi—Re. .
Widi mird Ba ni—Ro,
Dowa miro 1ada kane leso—Re.
Jayise Dehai ne kasediyo—Re.
Desal bulwh riido laigo—Ro.
Mily2 kim ritde &wyo—Re.
Miro Manoto Kuywar—Re.
Lese wiidi vo gowadi—Re. .
Widi bipne didani—Re, .
Bole Manoto kunwar—Re. .
Hiawmal Dewad nd Dehii—Re,
Kide bhamyo palitai——Re. .
Widi ten se—Re. . .
Ayo Dewnda no Dohaido—Re,
Ayo Miliya ni wadiye—Re., -
Bole Dewnd po Dohiido—Re.
Kiid l'l)%liya th mﬁl;ldi—-t&lh;
Kido bhamyo no pali -
Paritani noyblmli nikalyi—Re.

.

L A N L

-
.
.
.

SreoMENS o Brrn Soxes—conid.

Came to the City of Sarws.

Come to the hill of Liagar—Re.
Climbed on to the top of Kachiimar's hill—Re,

demons—Re,

. }And st once temoved -(from it) Sandiya and Gandiya,

Took them in his arms (nnd{ hurled thom forth—Re,
Ro.

8o they fell from summit to

Eat, drink, bo morry and rejoico—Re. Debariya.,

No. I1.—Song of Manota Bhil.
- _ Manota hera sung of is also a Bhil deity. There is good reason to suppose that he was
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They laid out a fine orchard.
The young mangoes grew u
Plantod

Planted
Put in awnet mangoos—Re,

Then flowored the Marwa and

Fruit in plenty bore the
Minium coloured mangoes

There lived a Bariya Bhil {call
powerful lord—Ro,

He was »

Was this prince, Manota (by

So lord Manota arrived there—

well)—Re.
Romovod and sank thom deop

* Miill, whoso garden is this !
{He said) * It was.my father's

* M0l§, why have you come h
(He repliod’)’
¥

" Wrests my garden a

* Do thow MAlI gardenor -prins
“ And got up the Bhamern su

He was of hot and violent temper—]
N name) '—Ro,
My lord lived in the Innd of Bira—Re.

My lord set gaily forth {on a journny}—Re,
Thore came n band of Barin ( Bhila).

(Coamo) with prince Manota—Re.

They enms to Dohad of two boundaries—Ro.

ying on the south-west border of Malwi in the Bombay

There was once a gardenct MAli—Re. Dohariya,
There wna {nlso) his wifo Mdli—Re,
Thoy (dwelt} in Dohad of two borders—Re.

They planted various kinds of mango-—Ra.

Re.

Pianted Marws and AMogrs shrubs—Re.
Pianted pomegranates and vines—Re.
lsntains and date-palms—Re,
hampa and Chameli—Re.

Planted cocoanut-like mangoce—Re.
S0 was planted the garden and tho orcharde=Re,

Mogra—Ro,

Flowered the pomegronates and vines—Itg.
Flowered the plantains and dato-panlms—Re,
Flowered the Champa and Chameli—Reo.
mangoes—Re,

hung on tho trocs—Re,
Miil eat {of the fruit) and rejoiced—Re.

Muliya cat (nlso) and wna glad—Re.

od) Majuta—Re,

Ho had a quarrelsome son—Ro,

Ro.

Re.

Camo to ths garden of Milll—Re.
Throw down the apper wheel and lower roller {of the

in the pit—Re,

My Lord then thought the matter out—Re.
He questionod the gardenor MGli—Re. |

L] l__"m'
and grandfothor's "—

Re.
“ Then my Lord bogan to speak—Re.
“ How eu,;w {said Ig; thia gardo
“ It was my grandfathor's™ (said he)—Re.
Then my lord began to wrenglo—Ro.
Ho went off to tho Deasi's court—Re.
The Desni began to question fully—Re.

n to be thine ! "—Ro.

cro ? "—Re.

“ My (lor'c‘l& Mannta "—Re.
orchard (from mo)""—Re.
“ The garden that was my grandfather’s "—
Then spoke Lord Manota—Re,
*“ Hear, o Desal, of Dohad"—Re.
* Ho who fishes ovt the Bhamers and Palita "—Ro.
* To him shall be the garden ''—Re.
Then came the Dobad Desai—Re.
| Came to the garden of Mill—Ro,
Then apako tho Desai of Dohad—Re.

(into the well)”—Re.
Palita "—NRe,

(But) bo failed to got up the Paliti—Re.

1A hill in Ehusalgarh State, Rajputiina.

% Sope=Ropna, to plant.
1 Hikrigi=8akriys, Fugary.
4 Dide=(1) gade.

-

¢ Nakhe, to thraw down ; bury- matheupperpullyinthothlhduwﬂ,Pdih,tllolowurrollor. The

mpﬂfdl'ﬂwchmpﬂom“lm-
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SECTION C—conid, "
Brzciuexs or Bum Bonas—conid.

No, I1.—8ong of Manota Bhd—contd.

Ktde Manto Knpwarre—Re, . .
Kafva blumern pnlith— He. . .
Wil khwhi rGt ledi—Re.

Mansta khiial bhaln huyo—Re.
Iinhiido nvaws ritgo kero—HRa.
Mnsde il bhiigl nakhi—Re.
tifyn wo Lilbgar Jungre—Ra,
Tirnwa mArn ghorit on gherd hawo—Re.
Mavade? poyling sngoiho—He. .
tithyn Dmar kanfimnar—Re, .
Bhaprs kam dwll pajyG—He, .

Hup to hiyf lewk 8vo—Re,
Salyo kayio? kandmar— e,
Alg hlgdrid 10n nirelivhi—Re.
Alfig kol to khajir ne—Ite.
Alig marwa ne to mogrd—Re.
Alfin dadlam kera hlydp—Re,
Alfig saopell ni biyfg—Re.

WijA Dhir 14 rajd nd ohho—Tte.
Manota hlyfia lino re Awe—Je.
Lagya rohine mirge-—He,
Avo Dewnd do banys mAp—Re,
Mancota kyara re bhaln bdpdho—Rao,
Miliyo nokar Pe wh lAgo—Re. .
Nakho hindfiriyA kgle—Re. .
Khal khajr no i~ ‘ he—Ro. .

v NiAkhio~=gv. .
Marwd migrh o) ohkho—-Re.
“"“""n TMamedi to nkho—Ito.

"Nl tyar to ki di—Re. .
Watiyo pant to snnoho— Ro,
Mnnota khii no khusa! kero—Re,
Knaflmar kagdiyh oo bhojo—Re, .
Kagad Dharm ne rajd mip—Re,
Dido kigsdiyA to wiso—Roe,
HngJyo geln rajA Bhojs no—Ro.
Budo gohell hathaniyo—Re.
Badya Dililo to wajlr ne—Rao,
Bnryd Mughallyd Pathdn—Re.
Wiage nagirs nl ghalys—Re.
Badyd phojd nA dbamkird—Re,
Dabe [fladhivu lnnbi_\’l.l Awo—Re,
Awya Manoto ni wadiyh—Re.
Wadiva bhell* bhali nkhl—Re.
wadi bhigi no bilik@l Karyn—Ra.
Pukhit bhag! no bhakd walyA*—Re,
Manoto Bhawan] ne kaneno®—Re,
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Mannto gndine hinkwa—Ro, . .
Mara arthd 44T gav—Rao. . .
Down gt no bigko—Ra, . .
Manoto dhstn rudo bothé—Ro, . N
Manoto * ki kiykel " ro karo—Ro. .
Qidiyo haddP no sdll—-Re. . . .
Dhigya dunivA kerd dukhli—Ro. .
Pukhd bhig! no Lhitks kidi—Re, .
Khajo pijo mojo mirjo—Reo. Dohariya .

No.

A} ino loe range re rabald deviln vedvdy, Ae

dohnrAno meldwossRo, Doharivi.

Maro Nalu vk Narhingh—Re. Dehariyh
Tode Haliipo soriyo—Re. . -
HalGip dham kiryo no gwe—Re, .
Awyo Xarhingh nd darwije—Re.
Bayi gvd mipma ne bhipsji—Re,
Silo sorT ne karwil jkive—Re. .
Narhing saknnivé oo nofigge—Re.
Db kagdi bale wo—Ra, . .
Jamani Ripirel bole so—Re. .
Narhing sall oo bhald niknliyf—Re.
Hathe Haldga suriye—Re. . .
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In sprang Lord Manote—Re. ‘-

Brooght out the Bhamera and Paliti—Re,

He ni;n:n) destroyed the garden completely {from NG}

Overjoyed was Manota—Ra. -

* Ok Deaai, { be cried) indeed yon gave justics ™—He.

Manota then utterly destroyed the garden—Re.

{‘Then) be went off to Liligar hill—Ra,

Here (he found) Lord ( Kachmar) snoring londly—Re.

He twisted the big toe of his foot—Re.

Up sprang kachlmar Dimar—Re.

{And cried) * ok son of my sister, why eamest thov
hither 1 '—Re,

1 hawn aome to got soed from yon '—Re.

Then answered kaohfimar roughly—Re.

1 wil] give you minism volvwred cocoanwt—ie:

1 will give vou plantaios and date-palms—Re.

I wil give you Marws and Mogra—Re.

Roods of pomegranates will I give—Re.

Seeds of Chameli will I give—Re.

Thowe seeds come from the Raji of Dhir.

Manota took the seeds and roturned—Re.

Took the jungle path—Re..

(nme to the boandaries of Dobad—Re.

Excellent beda did Manota preparo—Rae.

Appointed mfll his servant—Re.

Ho planted minium coloured mangose—Ra.

Planted plantains and dato-palms—Re.

Pianted Marwa and Mogra—Ra,

Planted pomegranates and vines—Re.

rianted Champs and Chameli—Re.

8o did he mz his garden—Re.

And Muligo watered it with water—Re.

Manota oat of (ita fruit) and was pleassd—Re.

And kachfimar sent a lotter—Re.

Bent a letter to the Rija of Dhir—Re,

Duda read the letter—Ro.

8o Raja Bhofa mounted—Rae.

Mounted & fine fomale elephant—Re.

And Duda Wazir also mounted—Re.

His Mughals apd' Pathdns -also mountod—Re.

The koitle-drums made a deafening noise—Ro.

The tramp ol his army reached (scunded} far—Re.

Tho army marched snd marched—Re.

Came to Manata’s garden—Re.

Destroyed thoroughly that garden—Roe.

Completely broke up tho garden——Re.

8o should your pains be removed—Re,

Manota (weat) and lived near (the shrine) of Bhaw&nl—

Re, .
Hore he kad to drive a cart (for the goddoas}—Re,
My wheel stuck (in the mud)}—Re, ‘

But the god druve on my cart-—Ra,

Manota came and sat on tho pole—Re,

He shouted * ki ki "—Re.

And the cart went on at once.~Re.

So may the world's ills fly away—Re,

Nia Ay away and be destroyed—Re.

Eat, drink, rojoice, and be merry—Re. Dehariyi.

II1—The Lay of Narsingh Bhdl.
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1 bow to R:very doity and worship them in many tem-

ples—Rao.
My Narsingh, Son of Nilu—Re, Debariya.
Asked Salun, to (join in) thieving—Re.
And Salun came hastening—Re.
Camo to the door of Narsingh-—Re,
Joined them his npele’s and sister’s sons—Re,
8o thoy wont forth to commit theft—Re. :
And Numingh comsulted Omens—Re,
On the left hand a orow eroaked—Ra,
On the right & Ruparel called—Re,
80 Narsingh (thus) assured started=-Reo,
With him (went) 8aln to steal—Re.

3 Qhorim Mar: ghorne, to snore,
O o
K - K e, uﬂ. b..
4 Bholi bhali=lit, and well,
SWalya=Baid to the sudionce.

S Kano= Doar.

¥ Haddi= Suddenly, all at onoe,

r rd



264 APPENDIX L—ETHNOGRAPHIC ACCOUNT or"nm BHILS OF CENTRAL INDIA,

BECTION C-—conid,
SproiMENs op BurL SoNGs—conid,

No. I11.—The Loy of Narsingh Bhil—contd,

Jiyase Dhaclnitsoriyo—Re,
Lodi lolagrd margun—Re, .
Awya Dowad do bapiyai~—Re.
Walo Ranbhapur? na riju—Ro,
Liphlyo Miokhaliya® keri gile~-~Ro,
Balyo Rajgad® na rajig—Ho, .
Loda Mayliri na ar—Re, . .
Wilya Sardirpur® v rijin—Ro,
Narhing dham kira ne mare-—ite,
e
nbiyo Gahiye Jigpre—Re. .
Khane Diidi kera okhad—Re, .

a u s ®

Sare Dhard keri doriying—Re,

— _MarA hawk.ho gniliyi—Ra. -
Norhigg okhadiys uo gholo—Re. .
Mare Dok ne Paday—Re. . .
Bkt

whliyd irfido "
Nikhe Guiwel ni wuli—p%o. .

Banigyd Nigori bimap—Re, .

HilGg piichbaypa riida plichho—NRa.
Hamlo jhopt no kelogo’™—Re. -
Tamdhiiy ne ridi saro®~Ro .

Mara dob mip jhipjhwo® ghano—He.,

Tami jhlpjhwo ritdo Sarjo ne—Re.
Amii ditd riidé kihun—Re, .
Himio Nigorl bimup—Rae,

Tamfl dud khao ke goah khibo—Re.
Baiyo Nagor bsmup—Re. .
Kalode hidino bapdi lidieRo. .

Utre Gabiyo Jungre—Re. . .
Salys lolagrd, marg—Ra, .
Lods Amjhard' pa raji—Re. .
Awyd Alitfi-rijpurt'—Ra, ., .
Awyi kalodo tu Jfingro—=Re. .
Bidiyo khandiri khob mip-—!
Liawe Nird kerd winkdir2—Re, .
Liinjo jhotfin no Kaledore—Re. .
Jhogte wipkda ne rida todo—Re.
Phidyd Naws-teri Jungre—~—Re. .
Narhipg dodwa bhalo jigo—Re, .
Padi giyo kupdati nad! mip—Re.
Bani g{a Dok ne Pidap—Re., .
Ramo kopdati oadi min—Re. .
Narhing no riids binde—Re.
Palo phodi ne bhald nakhya—Ro.
Miryo pusdino udido—Re. .

" UqQyo dadaus sadaka—Re, . .
Nirhigg sagté’? salo giyo—Re, .
TFini kode riddiye bani—Re. .
Narhipg kediyilo ne baplyo—Re.
Miti padi ne paye lagin—Re.
Mata gelo po batido—Re. .
Lawaje Gujrati Bimupya—Re.
Kario athopthar tirth—Re.
Tari koge galiji—Re. .
Hiin hop kalkani bhonso—Re.
Nirhing hangdd baniye—Re. .
Bapiygya bimiln nd hangdi—Re,
Narhing tivth karwi siliyi—Ro. .
Hangdi ldnbiyo na ldnbiyo #we—Re.
Awyi Rapiyald rajd mis—Re. .
Samunds pospi puse—Re, . .

Bamfnu kuno soyo hangds—Re .

« * e .
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Thoy went Dhir-wards to steal—Re,
They fellowed a jungle road—Ra.
Came to Dobad (City) of two barders—Ro,
Came to the district of RambhApur—Ro,
Reached the of Machhnliya—Ro.
Comos tothe district of Rijgarb—Re.
Cams to the Mahi’s bank—Re.
Came to tho district of Sardirpur—Re.
{So)} Narmingh hastoned on—Re.
Seizod the district of Morgson—Re.
Roavhed the hills of Gahia—Re.
Dug up the (potent) herb Dudi—~—Re.
{Hore) grazad the cattle of Dhir—Re.
o?m ':tan-;d -and twenty-fivo herdsmon (watohed
Thon Narsingh mixed the juice of t
o tanhl)l-s— oy § he {Dudi) berd {in
The Dok and Padan (fishos) died—Ro,
This the hundrod and twonty-five herdsmon saw—Rte,
The bordamen began to catoh the large uh—Ro.
They cast (into the water leaves of) tho Gulwol croopor
0 ; a8 an hl;lnti‘ink:}riam. din a
eanwhile the ves, uised the!
can b ) disg msolves ae Nogor

Salu (then) sweetly addressod (tho cattlo

* Hoar mo, Iml!'n.lgu and bui!orl"glh.)_m

“ Would you feed woll  "—Re.

“ Iln my villags ato quantitios of Jhinjhwa (grass) .-

te,
* And (vnore) you would oat swoot Jhinjhws - -Ro

1 “ Wo would eat (your} sweot mllk ""—Re.

** Hoar, oh Nagor Brahmons,” said tho cattlo—Re,

* 18 jb milk {in truth) or ficsh you would eat # "'—Re.

(Thoy replicd) friends, (aro wo not) Nagor Brabmans 1

{When thoy camo up) they soized, bound, and tock
away the hoifers-—Re.

'Dcaoendcd the hilla of (ahla—Ro.

Followed the jungle rond—Re.
Took (tho rond) to the district of Amjhora=Re.
Came to Ali-Rajpur—Ro,
(Thero) went to tho bill of kalodn—TRe,
Ticd thom up in tho khandari Valley—Re.
Brought fibre of Nura to bind thom—Re.
Bound tho heifers by the foot —Re.
But tho cattlo easily broke the ropes—Re.
Fled In all directions over the Nawa-tori hill—Re,
Norsingh ran fast after them—Ro.
Plungod (the cattle) into tho Kundati river—Re,
All bocame Dok and Padan fishes—Ro.
Sporting in the Kundati river—Ro.
arsingh (now) erected & dam—Re.
(The cottlo) completely broke down tho dam=—Ro.
{And bocoming again cuttlo) lashed the river with
their taits—NRa.
Uprose a shower of milk—Re.
Namsingh wae splashod with it—Re.
And (ot onoe) his body waa covered with loprosy=—Ro.
8o Nareingh bocomo a leper—Re.
1 (Ho prayed) oh dear mother, ] fall at thy feol,
5 “Bhow mo & way (to bocome whole)—Roe,
(The goddess naid) * Join the Qujariti Brilmans—Re.
Visit, pray, soventy-two shrinee—Ro,
{Then) thy loprosy will yanish—Re,
We aro the oattle of kilikn—Re.
{So} Nomingh collocted o band of his tribo—Re.
Collocted [ another ] band of [ Négor ] Brahmans—Re.
Narsingh [ thon ] started on pilgrimage—Ito.
Tho bands journeying { also ) wont [ with bim }—Re.
They came to the district of Raniyala—TRo.
[ There | Chimanda [ the goddoas ] quostioned thom—

“Oh Bribmavs, whoee baod is this?"—Ra,

1 Dhir-wards ;: Dhir is capital now of o small Marithi Stato, but was in casly doys tho capital of the Parmbra

kingdom of Malwa.

8 ftanbhapur : now in Jhitbua State (22° 55’ N., 74° 32" E.),
® Maohhaliyi : & pass in Jhibua (22° 48/ N,, 76° 50" E.).

4 Raj in Gwalior (22° 40" N., 74° 5% E,),
SSardarpur : in Gwalfor (22° 40’ N,, 75° 1’ B,
8 Morgama in Gwalior (22° 38’ N,, 75° 10 E.}.

T Ralodo=lmwifcr,
3 8aro-= H, Charna, to graze.

? Or very denso jhinjhwa Srnss noar some hills,

1% Amjhara: Amjhero in

walior (22° 34’ N, 76° 10’ E.). :

1¢ Ali-Riijpur, capital of State of this nams (22° 11 N,, 74° 24’ E.) .
13 Winkda=H. Wak=integuments of a filamentous nature,

18 Santile=Chhinta.
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SECTION C—ocondd. .
Sreciuxss or Bamn. Somcs—eonid.

No. 111 —~The Loy of Narsingh Bhil—contd.

Wirking ad hanedo—Tn, . .
Mamuiche bidat o By badi—Fe,
Hamunda satri? tn nirane--Ka,
Hany b batrf to bhoyan—HKe,
Nurtizng bivryan rivde jome——Re.
Ithide her patiinn Jiwdyo—RHs,
Yinthre pratiml gexbojo— Mo
Nari: g bwi! ar Lbaid payo—HRa.
Nammola e Rakhama sabelyh serm—HRe.
Hamundé b fobmniys iftn mme—He,
Trnd asxlinfl' Lapva se—Ke, .
Anyh kel ne kera Jhimiva*—Re.
Ithiimuk ne)fi min sGwiadyi—He.
Nurbt: g hangdvs || ne natho— e,
Miwy-«lh evariirs: parat kapda—He,
Lanell kantfief ghoofryn— e, . .
Hedel bhimi ne sawtre—HRe, .
Sewlngh adi rivgi plriyd—He. .
Gheriyr Nizhing oo ha gid—HRe.

Bdi Ragiyirl Yamudi—Re. .
Tiandwd hiin e aime pablir—Re,
Koro Virkbetlivo—Re, .. . °
Hewl Virahikbetli— He, . -
Kamunda pasé pharf dwyo—Re, .
Mamuinjs maiu be st mile pe—Re,
Maine athino nawamo sile—Re. .
Kamuoda ne prt min dikhe—Re,
Holiwe Hajand honwini—Ra. .
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Mangade hasP* ghant” ni tela—Re.
Ml 3 yond tha Al il nleePa -
ajii helve mare se—Ho, . -

Hoye rajaliya bilodi—Ra, . -
Hagi gy khetlivd kupwar—Re. .
Devaté wihdle badhe ao—Re. .
Maqdl bhogoe bbald alo ne—Ra. .

Alya k(kdd ne bokdd—Fae, .
Alyh koratdp kbisdd—Re. . .
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Alyh narel@ sdirmi—Re. . .
Alvo bire bhitl no haro"—Ra. .
Betd khijo pe mojip mirjo—Re, .
Katjo duniyi ires dukbo—Re. . .
Dakh bhigt bhika kar jo—Re Dehariya

L
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“The band of Narsingh ™ { they smswared }—Re.

And Chamunda brought supplices—Re.

(himends [ prepared ] sittythree dishes—Re.

Made ready | snother | thuty two kinds of food—Re.

Narsingh cat al) the dishro—He.

A warict brdstrad was et oot —Re.

{ On it | wss iavd & silken quilt—Re

And om & Narsingh siept well—Re.

(himurvis enesorted with him—Re,

He robbed (Rimunds of ber virzinity—Re,

He enoned her to become pregnant —He.

He friched & plantain etalk—FREe.

Put the ders by her side—Re.

{Then) Narsingh taking his band Sed—Re.

Swiftly (hiamands dressed —Re.

Brooght out the m:ﬂhnu:r:;&_ Re

8 from the into saddle—Re.

h:::li.; placed ml scrws ‘their) road—Re.

Counfr.nted (iit : surrounded) Narsingh's (whole) band
~—Ra.

(Then) spoke Chicmunds of Ranivala—Re.
“ Wretch, what name is (the Child) to bear ! "—Re.
“ If & son, (be anawered) Verkhetlia "—Re.
“If a mr), Virdikbetli—Re.
(Then) Chimumis turned beek hnme—Re,
And so Chimunda reckoned up the months—Re.
And the sighth (and then) the ninth month earoe—Re.
Pains came in Chimunda's womb—Re,
Sajana, the midwife, was callied—Re.
She oltaiord fresh oil from the mill—-RBa
DT \
Sajm rubl wombl—Re.
A :.. Ly h:v s Re.
He was called prince khetlis—Re.
The God.like child grew—Re.
(One dnv he mid) “ Mother, make a good offering for
me "—Re,
She brought a cock and a goat—Re.
Brought aiso fresh kicbdi-g-—lih.
Rrought cocoanuts and surma—Re,
Brought liquor from twelwn stills—Re,
Prayed * Oh sony rojnice and be happy “—Re.
the evils of the world—Re.
Drive away (these) and pain and bungers—Re, Debariyia.

No. IV.~The Song of Bhurya Bhil.

The interest in this song lics in the fact of the Bhil placing the fika mark on the chief’s
forchead. This is, of course, a well-known practice in many places in which Rijpat clans
have ousted the allodial proprictors. The Jhibua State is situated in the south-west nf the
Central Indis Agency. The ruling family is Rathor, an offshoot of the Jodbpur houss, The

fort of Pawingarh is in Gujarit. -
Bhoryo Piwi.ae parthi® giwure suwages &j . N
Bhoryo-Pivino gadhshl nikslyore mane warowsr .

Bhuryo-Avo kine dyore Gamiui pil'® , .
Bhuryo- Hari no pidat! tapere mukhyo ol ij.

Bhuryo. Riji thimigi'? wahere Jhahidwe re gimn «
Rhuryo-Majrel? kino tedess Bhimini &j . .

DBhuryo- Majre kine jhwree mire wiro wir . .
Bhuryo-Aggli me bidi tildio mane kide dj . .

Rhoryo-Ne riji kioe 8li o Bajine dj « . .

Bhuryo—1 ging wow of Bburys, lord of Piwingarh
tatrict

Bharyo—={(nce) be started ont from Piwingsrh fort
0 baste. .

Bhuryo—=He came travelling to the pil of Gama,

Bhuryo—There he became the lord ];dm twelve Bhil
Villages.

Bharyo- Bhimini was then ruler of Jhibua. -

Bhuryo—A messenger Bhimani sent {to Bhoryo saying)
come and pay respocts (to me).

Bhuryo—Went at once to pay his respects.

Bhuryo—** Cutting your finger (said the king) make the
tilak (with biood) on me forthwith,

Bhuryo—So the Riji gave him leave to rule,

! Aidi= H. Shidhe (R. Shiddh), undressrd grain with fuel for cooking, i.c., sapplics.
" Satin= Chhatis ; warana = Cooked Vogetablea. e.f. Marithi Siran, apices used for stuffng.

® Hul~Sayi,
¢ Andind, Pregoant.
S Dhimid =Stem, dry stalk,
* Kaai = freah,
1 Ghand w= Oil-mill,
* % Haroe liquor,
® Parthi: boed {H. parthivi).

M Pil: the pale are oartain local areas generally in poxsession of & sction of the tribe.
¥ Pada: Rhil settlements are oalled “ Bbi) padis,” ie.. Bhil quarters.
founded the preaont Jhibea State in 1534, Though wever

it Bhimin Sinch waa the father of Kesho Dis who
really rulee af Jhabua, be held the Badniwar district

13 Majre : Salutation (Pers: mujre),

{Bow in Dhar State) in fief ; wahero—Wase-re,
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: SECTION C—oonecld,
SreorMeENs or Brm. Sonag—concld,

No. 1V.—Song quhurya Bhil—concld,

Bharyo-khapit nio khodi khtijo re Dewnd noml . . yo—* Plunder (said the king) to your heart's con-

tenb, o Ly the wealth of Dohad.”
Bhoryo-Kuti? ne 1Gti khadore Dewada®no mél . . | Bhuryo—DBeat, plundered, and tock posscesion of the

wealth of Do
Bhoryo-Luoti kuti Bhuryo ne pichhs &j . . . Bhnryo—hnvmg looted and slain them Bhuryo came
Bharyo-Awl kine ayo ne G&mﬂm pil . . Bhuryo—So came to the pil of Gamas.
Bhuryo-Lugode® no dirfi mlnga.dc Bhoryo to & . . | Bhoryo—Then did Bhuryo order jars full of liquor.

1 Khani: lit. dig up (s kchan). ‘
*Kuti: to pound, drub (§. Kuttm)
? Dohad town in Bombay Presidency.
. Lnguh lit thotumoiv wood for carrying jars, eto., on Jonkeys. Here med for the jars themaclves,



APPENDIX IL

Migration of Castes and Tribes into Central India and their distrilgution.

1 =INTRODUCTORY.

1. Ares defined.—The Central India Agency is an arbitrarily constituted administrative
unit for the purposes of political control and we cannot restrict the area to the present day
palitical bounduries, The best way to define the area for sur purposes ia to Imagine 8 triangle
with the Narbada and Hon for its hypotenuse and having for one side the valley of the Ganges
and for the other river Chambal and the Chittor bills, Let us assume that the region round
about Gwalior ix the apex of this triangle. Then the area comprised within this triangle will
include the Central India Agency as at present constituted, the state of Gw.nho_r, the British
Bundelkhand districts in the United Provinces and the valley of the Narbada lying in the Central
Provinces,

2. Physical features.—To understand the ebb and flow of migration, into the ares so
defined, 8 knowledgn of ita phynical features is absolutely essential. These have already been
briefly touched upon in Chapter I of the Report and for the sake of convenicnce we may recapi-
tulnte them here. ‘The most important of them is the range of the hills spreading from the
borders of Gujnrat to Rujmulul, The Vindhya range together with its offshoots and the-
Batpuras lic entirely in onr region and to theie north lies a table-land which gently slopes away
to the Cungetic basin, The Vindhyan wall has served as ap-effective barricr across penu_zsular
India and it han sct the Jimit to every migration from the porth to the south. Though in the
contre the Vindhyns might have proved a formidable barrier, there are gaps at either end. Thus
in weatern Malwa the Vindhynn gap ecasily lends a paseage to Gujarat and its sea-ports. The
eastern portion of the Vindhyns wns crossed at Mahisatti (identified with Onkar Mandhatta
on the Narbadu) in early Buddhistic times when it was a recognised route frumn the Deccan
to the northern parts. It is bowever doubtful whether any large scale migration took place
through this route.

3. Main currents of migration.-—The mnin streams of migration to this region have
come from tha Indo-gangetic plain, from the region beyond the Chambal on the western side
ond from Gujarat, [vidence also points to the fact that there has been considerable move-
ment in carly times through the corridor along the Narbada valley from the Gujarat littoral.
Migration {from the arca beyond the Chambal, probably dates from the time of the rise of the
Rajput cluns and there is evidence to believe that Malwa was colonised very much earlier than
that part of the country. The connection between Gujarat and Malwa was well-established,
ns for as we know, in Buddhistic timea, Ujjain had then become a prominent place and Malwa
wna on the high-way. In considering the migration from the northern parts we have to bear
in mind the following fow facts :—

(1) The contiguity of the Central Indian table-land to the densely-peopled parts of the
Gangetio-doab, the eentro and scat of ancient culture and civilization.

(2) The absence of any physical barrier from the northern plains to the table-land il
the Vindhyas are reached. ’

() The fertility of Malwa and hence a coveted possession for strong and powerful Rulers,

{4) The Central India regions have possessed low density. Bein sparsel ulated
they have always sucked in people but have sent out very fegr. v

(6} We havo also to bear in mind one important fact which is apt to be lost sight of.
The waves of migration did not flood all the parts as we may be tempted to
suppose. Civilization rose and fell according to the political fortunes and convul-
sious in the Gangetic plains. When there was anarchy in the northern regions,
in lpatts of Contral India the forests advanced and there was an extension of tribal
rule,

(G) Jo Malwa itself wo have again, to recognise two regions as was done from the earliest
times, viz,, westorn Mulwa (Avanti) and eastern Malwa {Acara). The former
may be approximately described as lying between 77° North and 22:5° East,
(This may historically be not quite exact). Western Malwa has at all times been
far more exposed than castern Malwa or the eastern parts of Central India. I
has received some share in all the racial incursions that have taken place into the
northern plains. It has been subjected to the Scythian and the Hun invasions
of the carly historical times,

(7) Lastly, practically the whole region lying to the east of western Malwa has been for
a long time a partially opened up tract in places and entirely unopened area in

( 207 )
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other parts, In one of his works Crooke wrote that the Central Indizn jun
with its occasional patches of brushwood or coarse grasa is mthgaL eops: g}l::'g: l:
primeval forest. It is true that it stands no comparison with the forests of the
Himalayas and neither has it the abundant and luxuriant foliage of the great
forests, But the denuded and poor forests of Central India of to-day must have
been different in the days gone by. They have undoubtedly snffered at the hands
of the colonizers and its primitive inhabitants and probably also due to climatic

» changes, We have very little information 8o far on the last point. A reference
in the Arthasasira réveals the fact that Avanti.was a region of considerable rain-
fall and the precipitation for this region is given as 23 dronas, Ouly four centurica
ago there were thick forests in eastern Malwa and further east it is recorded that
the forests in Orchha were so thick that it occupied the Moghal armics several
days in cutting a way through them.! '

4. Factors ol migration.—We have next to consider what lies behind the movements
of people. The causes are various and with the scanty material at our disposal it is often difficult
to disentangle the various factors that have governed the movements of men. In the carly
times climatic changes, dessication of certain regions setting in motion movements of nomads,
pressure of population, disturbed political conditions, conquest and colonisation, have all played
their part in varying degrees. In more recent times, famine, religious persceution and colonisa-
tion have influenced migration. Generally all movements are primarily due to food. The
task of isolating one or more of these factors is by no means easy and before we essay to do so
end act up some kind of rough frame work within which we can get some glimpse of the move-
menta of people, we must first deal with the baflling question of those primitive tribes who are

_—

- inhabiting tha hills and forests of these regions.

A

1I.—EARLY RACIAL DRIFTS AND MIGRATION,

b, The present day primitive fribes.—The important primitive tribes of this region
are Bhil, Gond, Korku, Kol, Baiga, and Saharia (Sonr), There are various offshoots of some
of these tribes and they have already been noticed in the Chapter on Caste, Who are they and
wheuce have they come ? Al the primitive tribes have the tradition that they bave been the
inhabitants of these regions from time immemorial und they are unable to point out to any
migratory movement. The Gonds eay they come from south which so far as our regions ure
concerned practically means Gondwana and they are an overflow into Central India from
that part. The Bhils of the south-western Vindhyas-have some tradition of movement but
that is merely a displacement from one place to another along the Vindhyas. The Gonds speak
s language which is classified as Dravidian., The Korku and the Kol (with whom we may
associate the Baiga and the Bhil) once spoke a language which is classified as Austric, Ling-
uistic considerations may go to suggest more than one racial drift. - But it would be dangerous
to assert any such movement on linguistic grounds alone.

8. Defective kmowledge about them.—Much of their history is still in the realms of
uncertainty and will remain so il expert investigators make an intensive and concentrated
study. In the Chapter on Caste four broad tribal belts have been described. These have yet
to be regionally sutveyed and the Bhil area has to be split up and separately studied in the
Satpuras, in the Vindhyas and further west in Mewar. A systematic exploration of the pre-
historic archwology of the Vindhya-Kaimur system has to be undertaken, An extonsive field
work is necessary in the remoter parts of the Central Indian hiils especislly in south Rewa to
secure ethnographic and anthropometric data. The materials obtained by thess different
studies are bound to form a valuable clue to many problomns in tho racial and cultural history
of these parts. .

7. The pre-Dravidians.—In the meanwhile, we may consider the problem, however unsatis-
factory it may be, in the light of the few materials known or available so far. In doing s0 we
shall not speculate whether early man arose in India or not. The early home of the modern
types of men has not yet been satisfactorily located but let ns assume that it is to be provision-
ally placed along what is now Sahara, Mesopotamin and Arabia. Man and vegetation Bourish
easily in temperate or tropical zone and it is believed in the glacial epoch of the Ploistocene
period, & belt of Cyclonic storm lay over hoso zones, Sahara, now a vast desert, was then a
grass-land, Peake and Fleure believe that the early type of man spread from theso regions.
“ Among the people who retain the unlengthened head with tha ancient prominent jaws and
with spirally curved hair, we may mention the Andamanese. ... ; these aye all very short, and
very dark with broad flat noses.”’? If we construct the distribution of land and water with the
coast line at the present 100 fathom or thereabout, Sumatra, qa.va, Borneo, Palawan would
form & hooked peninsula attached to farther India and this will help us to understand their
spread to these Tegions,8 Whether they spread from the supposed *cradle” of modern man

‘IW Qazetizer of India, Contral India, page 51.
I ?’omdm of Time, iv-184.
® Ibid. -
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or nat, we start with & dim perorption that several millenis before recorded history there was
s dark pegroid race of bow culture characterised by s physical type of very short stature, low
{forehead and flat face and nose.  This race we may term pre-Dravidian.

8. All grest racial migrations into Indis are from the West—If there is one fact
whirh impresses upon us strongly in connection with the migrationsl history of Indis, it is this
that all the great racial movemsnts into India from the dawn of history up to the mt_:dem 18th
eentury have been from the regions to the west and porth-west of the Indian peninsula and
they have been into Indis and not out of India. Its physical formation has been such that
slong the great plains, or in it constul regions or in its bighlands, the floods of invasions have
spread themaelves out in the vast ares enclosed on three sides by the sea and closed on the
northern aide by the impenetrable mountain barrier. But India has always been a centre of
secondary dispersion of culture and civilization towards east and farther east. It is therefore
to the west we Jook for the migration of races into Indis unless stronger evidence is forthcoming

. to abandon this view. We have reason to ascribe that several migrations took place into India

from the western direction.

9, Migration of the Proto-mediterranean race.—It may be hazarded as a point of
view worth consideration that one of these took place due to sudden climatic changes. An
important crisis occurred in the early history of man when the northern ice cap over Europe
retreated and the climatic belt that lay over Sahara followed it. The grass-land of Sahara
began to dry up. This resulted in the migration of the animals to more favoured regions and
the hunters who hunted them followed them. These hunters spread towards the Nile and later
on appear to bave extended up to the Vindhyan hills in Indis and even to Ceylon.! These
prople lnrgely lived on small game, shot with their bows and arrows and supplemented their
diet by digging up edible roots with hoes of flint.2 These pcople we may designate as the
proto-mediterrancans, They conquared or blended with (whatever process took place if it did
st all) the early pro-Dravidian olement in these parta. Nothing very definite, however, is s0 far
koown abuut tho presence of & Negrito clement in the aboriginal population of India in general
and in tho primitive tribes of Uentral India in particular. These proto-mediterraneans
constitute the first of the racisl strata iri the central parts of India and it is these whom we
call the Munda tribes. They have at the present day everywhere been submerged by the later
Invasions aud are mere remnauts of & venished people in the hills of Central India, represented
by the Baiga, Kol, Buharia, S8onr, Korku and Bhil tribes. The Austric family of languages
should be sssociuted with thess people and the Munda branch of this family still survives in
island patclies in the central regions,

_ 10, Their culture.—Their long contact with the culturs of the plains has modified their
ptimitive culture to a very great extent and what little is left of it is difficult to reconstruct.
They remain in spite of agriculture being ocompulsorily forced on them, hunters and food-gatherers
by inatinot, The art of cultivation has never been seriously acquired by them. The Baiga
18 an inveterate  dhaya ’ (shifting) cultivator. So is the Sor in Bundelkhand who is a wretched
cultivator. ‘ Ho sows his Jowar by jabbing the seeds in with a pointed stick.”s Before the
Korku becanue 8 wretched village drudgo his )ife in the mountain haunts was not far different
froma the early hunters and food-gatherers. He practised shifting cultivation if it suited him.
That was o precarious job but he had nothing to despair, Nature was bountiful in the forests:
Ilo would live on cdible roots, wild yam, bamboo seeds, supplemented by the flesh of wild
animals and by fish obtained by poisoning the pools.* The Bhil who has been for long in contact
with the Hindua bas becoms so to say civilized but some of the Satpura Bhils are still very back-
ward and live mostly on roots and berrics and were formerly practising shifting cultivation
Of their maturial culture, the details are sadly lacking, The custom of erecting amall upright
;l:nes a8 m.ouur:ent; to the dsnd among the Bhils, and of tattooing, belief in a soul asp?be‘i;ng

rn a8 an insect and certain ideas regarding mete i i
wan part of & wicermees o garding mpsychosis, go to suggest that their culturs

11, Pomible distribution.—TIt would De interesting to attempt some kind distri
4+ L . ) e ~
tion of this submerged people.  We have good reason to assume thI;.t they were fnroilore t;l:"lilc)l::-
aprewd than in their present day mourtain homes. Linguistic evidence goes to shew that in the

occupied a large tesritory in central parts of the country and babl, i Deccan.

same authority holds that they influenced the germs otyart, ferl(j)gion ya?alzopll]:ili:ph ? J:d dine
by their present day distribution it would appear that from Gujarat across Malv{; alo g;?lg
Vindhyas were the Bhils. Further north in Malwa were the Sabariss or Savars stretchinngg fror:.

} Corrvdors of Time, 11,
» lbud, of Time, 1L &
: #rmnhhl)hln'rl Gatrtiver.
omyth,  MighMawde of Crntral 3
. ;n:‘ a;;‘.k are A]Ipnl:l{x L India, )
o A 1923, No. 3, . 315, quobed in Pre- Musdman India by Mr, V¥, Rangacharys, Huxley Press Madrag,
‘Ibid. ' '

T
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the borders of the Jumna-Chambal system across i ‘
day Madras Presidency. * The most.sysouthem {orm: zfp fi':,m&"f“ t‘o.‘,:]l:'a north-_eut of ﬂ'e. present
! are th ken b ' nda epeech’, says Sir George Gricerson
_are those spoken by Savaras and the Gadabas of north-east Madras, The f h .
identified with the Suari of Pliny and the Sabarae of Ptolemy. A wild tribe I(;r}:ncr .
is mentioned in Sanskrit literature even go far back asin late Vedic thﬁes :a i Eslg'm‘e 7 the
Deccal'l, 80 that the name can boast great antiquity.’> Thus this branch cov’ercd ;n de B e
of territory though now separated and confined to the jungles of eastern Malwa orlo; tla;xpa; aie
kband. Cunningham says “ Indeed there are good reasons to believe that the Sa " ere
formerly the dominant branch of the great Kolarian family aud th i o3 don o
€ . y and that-their power lasted down to
a comparatively late period, when they were pushed aside by other Kolarian tribes in the porth
_ and east and by the Gonds in south. In the Saugor district I was informed that the Sav. : had
formerly fought with the Gonds and that the latter had conquered them b treacl?xusl
making men d.t'u|’1k."2 To the east of the Savara belt were the Kol, Baiga and ot.yhar allied h-in;
in the Kaimur-Vindhyan bills, with a great extension towards Chota N d poasi
beyond. We have also i i e oo and poseibly even
yom ) some good evidence to believe that some of the offshoots of these tribes
were 1 occupation of the northern Gangetic plain either before or at the time of the Aryan
nvasion into India. They have now passed into oblivien and possibly merged into the lower
castes, The memory and tradition of at least three peoples are preserved. They are the Bhar
Cheru and Beori. The Census caste table does not show them, 1t is believed that the Hindaised
tribal caste of Bharia returned from Rewa and other Baghelkhand States are descended from
the ancient Bhars of whom Crooke says “ The most probable supposition is that the Bbars were
a Dravidian race closely allied to the Kols, Cherus and Seoris who at an early period succumbed
to the invading Aryans. This is borne out by their physique and sppearance which closel
resemble that of the Undoubted non-Aryan aborigines of the Vindhyan-Kaimur platea "y"
There i8 no doubt that the Bhars were onicé » widespread race. They were in north RP N b ?
the Rajputs displaced them and once a wide tract in northerg Indiﬁ?r from Gorakh e:,ns o
was under their sway. They were very powerful in Oudh 8nd in partions of t,he‘Gap,:l reti d!::iof
They bave agsin a claim to antiquity as a tribe mentioned by Pliny in his nst otgoh: Indian
races a8 the following quotation from McCrindle’s Ancient India 88 described: by Mugmstlivuce
and Arrian would show :—

“There i8 & very large island in the Ganges which is inhabited by & singla tribe called
Modogalinge, ' Beyond are situated the Modube, Molinde, the Ubers with a handsome town
of the same name ”, ete. The Modub (says an explanatory foot-note) represent beyond doubt
the Moutiba, a people mentioned in the diareya Brahmana along with other non-Aryan tribes
which occupied the country north of the Ganges at the time when the Brahmans, established
their first settlementa in the country, The Ubers must be referred to the Bhars, a numerous
race spread over the central districts of the region spoken of and extending as far a8 to Assam,
- The name is propounced differently in different districts and variously written as Bors or Bhors,

Bhowris, Barrilas and Bharhiyas, Bareyas, Baoris, Bharais, etc. The race though formerly
power{ul is now one of the lowest classes of the population.” :

The Cherus were also a powerful race and were the masters of the soil in the eastern Gangetic
plain. Buchanan noticed a peculiar custom among them of appointing & Raja for every five
or six families who is created in the Rajput fashion by the application of 8 mark er thika to the
forehead., From all accounts these people appear to have advanced in their material culturo
more than their brethern who remained or preferred to remain in the inaccessible bills but they
could not withstand the onslaught of the invading Aryans or the later invaders speaking Atyan
languages. Their Iangnages were strangled, their culture destroyed and in course of time not
without struggles and set-backs on either side, they finally sutcumbed and perished.

12. The Dravidians—a branch of the Mediterranean race.—Subsequent to the migration
of the proto-Mediterraneans, at o later period, there was. another racial drift. Due to
climatio changes or to the pressure of population, possibly from the ares which Peake and Fleure
call the Fertile Crescent, a branch of the Mediterranean race—the Dravida-speaking people,
passed through Baluchistan and the Indus valley, down to Gujarat, the Deccan and the southern
regions. Linguistic consideration shows that Sanskrit has been much modified by & good many
Dravidian features and it has been well-established now that the Brahmi script iteclf from
which all the Indian scripts have been derived is to bo derived from the pictographic eigns used
by the people of the Indus valley civilization.® If that is so, the Dravida-speaking people musat
have settled in the Gangefic valley also, Tt is extremely doubtful if they ever occupied the
Central Indian plateau. It is also not possible that the invading Aryang could have driven
them south. No such movement was possible through the Vindhyan barriers. The movement

_ of the Dravida-speaking people to the south must have been along the west coast or even by
ges. In the south their culture was influenced by the cultural migrations from Egypt and
Mesopotamia. It is recognised the Mediterranean race possessed a higher culture and its migra-

1 Linguistis Survey of India, volume L

3 Quoted in Casies ard Tribes of the Geniral Provinces, Arh. Savara,

* Qasies and Tribes of the Central Provinces, Art. Bharis.

48herving Hindu tribes and castes. Tho Bhar &ribe. .

$ This has been pointed out to me in & privete communication from the Conaus Commissionef.
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tion Ird Lo 8 more pronounced sslvance in civilization and the Dravidian civilization of the south
in befieved to bave drifted to larther East.  To the north-west, in the Indus valley, a distinct
snd elaforate culture was ilao thriving, Whether this calture had & provincial form in the
Gangetic: valley or in tha borderland of our yarts or even in the central regions, whethe_r _the
Dravidian man was responsible: for it and whether that culture materially affected the aboriginal
population of Central Irdlia are all questions for which we bave to wait for an answer till farther
light is thrown by investizations which are yet in progresa, If the origin of the god now called
Rhiva or Mahadeva, eonll be traced to the Indus valley civilization it is worth noticing that the
Bhils, Bavaras snd the Korkus—all trace their origin to Mahadeva, though it is possible that
the tradition may be a luterly acquired Hindu idea.

13. The problem of the Gouds.— We may ut this stage deal with the problem of the .

Gondn and other allied tribes who speak 8 Dravidian langusge. They have made a sedye’in
the different parts of our region,  The fact that the Gond speaks a Dravidias tangiage no more
~ proves that be must be a Drovidian (so called) by race than the Baiga who speaks 8 corrupt

form of Bagheli is an Indo-Aryan. The Gonds and the Oraons have a tradition that they came
from south and their immigration into the Central Provinces is held to have occurred in more
recent historical timen, The Gonds may be the pre-Dravidians of the suuth on whom the Dravi-
dinns imposed their language and due to som:: causes in the regions of north-cast Mudraa, there
must have been & large scale displacernent of the tribes into the interior of the central regious.

14. Alpine race.~-Weu lave to mention another racial drift though it doea not appear
to bave reached these parts so far as we know. Along the west coast of India, therc is a con-
centration of what is known as the brachycephalic Alpine type. The same type is dominant
in Bengal where * the main concentration is in the southern or deltaic region with gradual
decrenso towsrds the north and the cast*.!  The older view which sought to explain this type
a8 due to Bcythian influence in the west coast and to Mangolian infiltration in Bengal has been
ubundoned in favour of the beliof that the broad headed clement is descended from an Alpine
mcy which mtruded into India in the pre-historic times long before the Scythians invaded
Gujarat and other parts of India. There is no reason to warrant so for that the broad headed
clement pushed its way across Central India. The path of the intruder was eflectively blocked
by tho forests and the mountains and by the presence of the various Munda tribes, It is more
probable the Alpine element reaclied Bengal by some other land route.

SUGGESTED EARLY RACIAL DRIFTS AND MIGRATIONS .
WITH SPECIAL REFERENCE TO THE CENTRAL REGHONS
THE BROKEN LINES SHOW CULTURAL MIGRATIONS
ARYAN COLONISATION SHOWN THUS , o . . .

"R.5. Guha,  Sowme anthropological prodlems inIndia. Modern Review, Calouits, Angust 1928,
T3
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III.—MiGRATION IN HISTORICAL TIMES,

16. In the previous section we have noted the present day distribation of the primitive
Aribes and suggested some possibilities of their migration. We can carry the migration history
into the historical times more satisfactorily if we can fix certain arbitrary periods in the history
of Central Indis. They may be set: down as follows :— '

1. From the time of the Aryan invasion of India to the rise of Buddhism.
2. Mauryan epoch to the invasion of Huns and other foreign hordes,
3. The rise and fall of Neo-Hinduism.

"7 "= 4, The Rule of Islam up to the downfall of the Moghal power.

' K. Recent times. -

16. Period L—The [nst of the pre-historic migrations was that of the Aryans who according
to the commonly accepted views entered India from the north-west, occupied the Punjab first
~and then in the Gangetic doab evolved the complex Indo-Aryan culture and civilization. It is
certain the Rigvedic Aryans did not migrate into Central India. The Central Indian rivers
and the Vindhyas are not mentioned in the early Vedic literature. The identification of the
Bhils with Nishada is not quite certain. In the later Vedic period it appears that a tribe called
Chedi bad occupied the present day Bundelkhand. Later on we find that the Rajputs who
Tose in the third period appear under the name of the Chedis and a large tract of the country
Iying in the Narbada valley was designated as the land of the Chedis, Malwa was certainly
- colonised by the Aryans from the doab and in the early Buddhistic timea the kingdom of Ujjain
was one of the 16 Aryan tribes ruling in different parts of northern India. With the rise of
Buddhism Ujjein was connected with Magadha by way of Sanchi and Vidisha {modern Bisa-
" nagar) in eastern Malwa and Bharut now in Nagod Btate in the Baghelkhand Agency. The
colony of the Aryans was perhaps dotted over all these regions surreunded in the midst of the
non-Aryan population. From the list of Megasthenes we read of another tribe or uncertan
. affiliation, called Charm@ who have been identified as residing in Charmamandala and are
believed to be represented by the Chamars of Bundelkhand and the parts adjacent to the basin
of the Ganges.! By a process of enslavement or by degradation or of mixed marringes or by
other causes, the lowest elements in the caste composition of the present day, were formed. At
Jeast the process of formation started in this early period and their ranks have been reinforced
for ages till the caste system obtained & fixity and rigidity. Of such castes, mention may be
made of, Basgor, Balai, Chamar, Kotwar, Arakh, Dhanuk, Dahait, etc, They have no tradition
of migration, Excepting the Basor and the Chamar, the rest are generally employed as village
menials and watchmen from time immemorial. They are the authorities on village boundaries
and the Arthasastra which in main depicts the pre-Buddhistic India lays down that the interior
of the kingdom should be watched by archers, hunters, chandalas and wild tribes.? The pene-
tration of the Aryans to the different parts of Central India seems to have been achieved in the
post-Vedic and the early Buddhistic period. Thus the Son (Sanskrit Suvarna or ‘ gold ’; also
called Hiranyavata, possibly corrupted to Erranoboas of Arrian), the Ken (Sanskrit Karnavati,
the Kainas of Arrian), the Dhasan (Dasharans, possibly the Dasaron of Ptolemy), the Betwa
(Sanskrit Vetravati) and the Chambal (Sanskrit Charmanvati) received their names in the Indo-
Aryan language and possess the earliest historical mentiona.

—————27_%Period 2.—Perhaps in the Mauryan epoch arose the complexity if not the rigidity of
. the caste system and the associntion of caste with craft thus paving the way for the formation
- of the various occupational and functionul castes. Castes were also forming due to the inter-
. action of the old four divisions. In the dark period betwecn the collapse of the Mauryan power

and the rise of the Guptas, very little is known about the movement of people. It is tolerably
~ certain that the eastern parts of Central India passed under tribal rule with the weakening of
the authority of the Aryan Rulers, Wostern Malwa was ruled by the Snokas or the Scythians.
Political subjection by the Sakas or the Huns need not necessarily always mean a migration
and settlement of them in large numbers in tracts which according to history were ruled by
them, It is not quite safe to assume the Scythic or the Hun element necessarily modified the
‘composition of the population by the nature of the political rule. At the same time we have
to take notc-of the fact that the Sakas ruled western Malwa from Ujjain and further north were
« the tribal republics of the Malavas and the Abhiras. It is supposed that the former have given
the name to Malwa though as a distinct people they have djsappeared or merged with the general
population. The Abhiras from whom the modern Ahirs are said to have descended were o
widespread people and they have given the name of Ahirwars to the country between Gwalior
and Jhansi, According to the Khandesh Districi Gazctfeer®, tho Abhiras were on the North-
‘West Frontier before the Christian era. In the third century A.D. they were in lower Sindh
and north Gujarat and next they appear to have passed down the Tapti valley into Khandesh.
It is very probable these tribes were the advance guard of the vast migratory hordes that poured
into Ipdia in the first few centuries of the Christian era. After the fall of the Guptas, there

1 McCrindle’s Ancient India, 160-161 and foot-note.
 Arihasasira, tronslated by Dr. R. Shama Sastry, Bk, II, Chapter I,
*Volumo X1I (1880), 39.
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was sgain s inroad of the hﬂmrhmhmntﬂbiﬂmyuthwbiuﬂu_m . D[Jtnwumled
by tl?t‘fi.r chief Mihirakuls, s Hun tyrant. The rule of the Huns was terminated by a local rising
under s Rajs of Central Indis. Afters brief spell o!ﬂnngmoulml_eqfﬂarsha', the‘n fol!owed_
s very considerable adjustment in the Hindu society snd 8 great stir in the migration history
of these parts. Before we eonsider the nature of this stir, we note two small points which are
of some wiyniBicance. Compars the empire of Asoks, of &mnd:_:guptnmdoflhuhsma
map of India as given in ssy Vincent Bmith's early history of India; The country to the west
of Central India (the present dsy Rajputans)snd to the east (the present day eastern Central
Provinces districts) are practically terra $ncognila in the time of the Mauryas, the Guptas and
oven of Harshs. The western boundary of Centrsl Indis bas always been the Chambal as it is
sven today, Becondly the western regions in Harshs's.time began to be peopled and already-
places like Bhilmal and others attract attention. ; - S o
18, Period 3'.—Jn the time of the Mauryas and the Guptas the seat of civilization was-
Magadha but with the downfall of their power, it shifted to the Diab,  Kanauj took the place
of Pataliputra as the radisting ceutre of ancient civilization. The &wstern parts of Central
India which now and then were brought under the sway of a powerful ngrthern Ruler again
come under the rulg of the primijtive tribes. In this period two other movements are secn st
work, One is the growth of neo-Hinduism which sppealed to the people at large and which
in course of its evolution sbsorbed a good deal of the non-Aryan cult. It became broad-based
snd not exclusive as the Vedic religion of the Aryans. The second is the process of absorption
into the fold of this neo-Hinduism of the foreign elements that were present in Indis at that
time a8 woll as the sboriginal element in the existing population. The classification of society
no longer proceeded on racial lines but on occupations. *‘ The higher the caste the more numer--
ous and more honourable the ocoupstions open to it.” N A
There is s difference of opinion as to the rise of the various Rajput clans and a certain
smount; of fiction still persiste that the Rajputa are descended from the ancient Kehatriyas, It
requires some strotch of imagination and credulity to believe that the Rajputs of Malwa- arc
Jescended from the Kshatriya kings of Avanti of the early Buddhistio times, ignoring all the
Kalcidoscopic shanges of wara than twn millnia  The goutrally accepted historical view is
that some of tha enowned clans like the Parihars, Solankis, Chauhaus and the Paramaras have
- 8 foreign origin. In the early history of India, three definite irruptions of the foreign barbarians
have uuw been recognised.  They, in order, are of the Sakas, the Yuechi or the Kushans snd the
Huus, It is not known definitely how far the first two have contributed to the composition.
of tho Rajput clans but the Huns together with the allied swarms decidedly have. The aristo-
oratic scotions amongst the foreigners became the ruling clana while the others in oourse of time
becamo the cultivating olasses like the Jat or the Gujar. ; The foreigners established their
kingdom in the early modieval times and one of them was at Bhilmal and the ruling d
belonged te the Prathihara (Parihar) clan of the Gurjara tribe. The familiar legend of the
Aguikula Rajputa, the Pawar (Paramara), Parihar, Chauhan and Solanki is perhaps a convenient
allegory to explain thejr purification and absorption into' the Hindu fold. The country to the
west and north of Obambal bocame the home of the early olan settlements.  Bome of the other
olans to the cast of Chambal, like the Chandel, Bundels, Gaharwar, ete., are supposed to have
sprung from the Hinduised aboriginal elements. The Gaharwars are associated with the Bhars
and the Bundelas and the northern Rathors are associated with the Gabarwars, .. ~ s

Tho rise of thess clans is a most important period in our discussion.’ They wers a restless
and a vigorous people onstantly seeking for new settlements. This movement has gon'e on
for soveral conturics till the establishment of British power in India. The quest for settlements

~wot in frnin & widospread migration of olans over s Jarge part of upper India. Kanauj was a
groat foous from which the migraiivns epread and from these o dispersal of people took place
 to reinforee the distant colonies and pettlements. It i» even believed that the functional and
ocoupational castos migrated from thers to different partsof-wostern wnd-eastern India., ~
_ The distribution of the important clans by locality is enumerated below :— L

Tho 8olankis were the rulors of Gujarat and Kathiawar and their capital was Anhil
Patan, The Chauhans, a powerfu} olaa ocenpied the whols country from Mopﬁ A'-I::'to :EIi::.'.:‘1
and from the Aravallis to the northern tracts of Bundelkbond. The Kachhwahas held Gwalior
and Narwar while the Tomars occupied Hisear and the country round about Delhi. ™~ , - -

Excepting the Kachhwahas, the above-mentioned clans were to the west of the Chambal
Of the cluns scttled in Central India, the most famous of them were the Pamm of Mn.ll)vtla.
who appear to have migrated from #vicinity near Mount Abu. Further east in the Narbada
valley were the Kalchuris, who are also known as the Chedi or the Haihaya or Haibaivansi
Rajputs. It is likely they ware desoended from one of the early Scythian or foreign fribes.
Their firat capital was Maheswar on the Narbada which is now in Indore State.. Later on the
Kalchuris appear to have extended their power into the heart of what is now the Central Pro-
vinoes possibly being subjected to the pressure of the growing powers of the Paramaras of Malwa.

* 1 Thia section and & portion of the next one are entirely bared on Vincent Smith’ — i
Chapter X1V and 00 4. s olinch aesny i Chapter VA1 o the Tmperel Gascic o Ity Valummeeh 1

a R R
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3
The Chedi country was divided into two kingdoms, Western Chedi or Dahala with the capital
near the modern Jubbulpore and Eastern Chedi or Mahakosala with ita capital at Ratanpar.
In the recurrence of these claasical names of the Epic period we observe how the newly absorbed
elements took upon them the old mantles and as the saying goes that history repeats itself,
several centuries later when the Great Moghal was dead, we ace the same process at work when
cvery power that rese was appropriating to itself the tattered and torn mantle of the Moghals,
Such has been the atrength and vitality of tradition and the strange influence of fiction on Indian
thought in its long evolution, '

To the north of Narbada and up to the Jumna, in the Bundelkhand arca, were the Chandels.
Before the Chandels, the Parihars, allied to the Gurjara-Prathihars of Rajputana were settled
and their capital was at Man-Sahaniya, now a small road-side village between the cantonment
of Nowgong and Chhatarpur. The Chandels who are believed to have been Hinduised Bhara
overthrew the Parihars and subsequently rose to great fame and have left imperishable monu-
ments in the temples at Khajuraho now in Chhatarpur State, To the north beyond the Ganges;
particularly towards the east-of Allahnabad, the Bhars and other tribes held the country ard at

Benares were the Gaharwars who are also associated with the Bhars. The clan settlements
were wider still but the distribution is restricted to the central regions. There was incessant
struggle between these various clans which occupies a great portion of the history of this period.
It may be, as Vincent Smith holds, that there wae a, secular struggle between the foreign
Rajputs and the indigenons Rajputs. Whatever it may be, the Paramaras, the Chedis and the
Chandels disappeared after the struggle- and the Bundelas who are descended from the
Gaharwnrs did not rise.into power till the 15th century, -

19, Period 4.—The incursion of the northern barbarians—this time professing a militant
relizion—set in motion further migration in a helter skelter fashion. Delhi and Kanauj fell
to the invaders. Islam dealt a final blow to tlie warring Chaubhans and the Chandels and the

—Rajput clans were * scattered or the face of northern India’. . The Solanki' power in Gujarat
: Wfashshalf;bered and Anhilyad Patan destroyed. These again resulted in a different distribution
of the clans, T L - - :

When Kanauj fell the Gaharwar clan migrated to the deserts of Marwar in Rajputans
and in later history came to be known as the Rathors. In the Muhammadan times & branch
of these Rathors carved out principalities in western Malwa, The Kackhwahas driven away
from north ‘Gwalior later rose into power in Amber and they have left small colonies in Central
India. The Tomars built up their power in Gwalior when the Muhammadans were fighting
amongst themselves. In Malwa the Paramaras sunk into insignificance when reduced by the
Solanki and Chedi confedaracy and after a rule by the Tomara and Chauhan clans, Malwa passed
into the hands of the Muslims, The Chedis disappear from their habitat towards the end of
the twelfth century. They were supplanted by the Baghels, Qn the question of the migration
of Boghels the Rewa State Gazelleer which tries to give an account of their history according
t6 the Baghel tradition, is somewhat confusing. The Baghel clan is a branch of the Solankis
and it appears that they migrated from Gujarat and founded the State of Rewa. .The Solankis
were in touch with the Chedis through Malwa. It is more probable they migrated from
Gujarat through the Narbada valley and first occupied southern Rewa than they came from
northern India and conquered the Rewa territories. According to the Baghel account the
Baghel chief Karandev married o dsughter of the Hailaya chicf of Ratanpur and the fort of
Bandogarh was given in dowry to the Baghel chief. The probabilities are the Baghels
supplanted the Haihayas, first extended their rule to the wild country below the Knimur and
later on o the plains to the north of tho Kaimur range. The Ealchuria are now found in small
numbers in few of the Rewa villages and their cranial meamgromenta havo been tuken by I’l'i .

" Guha of the Zoological Survey of India. Small colonies of Chauhans were planted in central
and northern Malwa whilo tha sastern parta of Central India rccenvfd a contingent of Chauhana
and other clans from the tracts round about Kanauj. L

Driven everywhere from the fertile plains by the victorious onslaught of the forces of Talam,
the Rajput clans had perforoe to seek shelter in inhospitable and lnaccesfmble places and this
led to their closer contact with the primitive tribes in the depyn.a. It is often thou.ghi_: that
the Aryans were responsible for the subjugation and degradation of the pre-Aryon indigene.

—That Was perhnps true in the plaina but in the less inaccessible parts the latter maintained a
good deal of independence and a3 we have seen previously they again and again extended their
rule and power over those portions from which they were dnsposaessed. Further it is doubtful
if the Aryan conqueror ever waged incessant straggle against thom. The conqueror Was soon

. absorbed and a mixed culture arose with the Aryan characteristics predominaing. We should
rather look fo the period of Rajput settlement-for the disintegration of tribal arcas, for the
dissppearance of certain aboriginal tribes and for the formation of the Hinduised aborigina
castes. This was almost inevitable for the Rajputs could no longer maintain an independent
existence in the fertile plains and they had to carve out principalities in the desert, mountlt:un;
and forest regions. In the Vindhyas Rajput colonies were Rlantegl after dispossessing the B
from their possessions. The Bundelas rose into power by displacing the Khangars aud further
east the Bhars, Cherns, Khairwars and others were aunihilated after an incessant struggle

against the Rajputs,
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It would appear that the migration of many of the principal castes took plaoen:l the;:{:}:::d
madan period.  Malcolm wrote: “ These provinces were smongst the most he: y ,t el
to Mubsummadan power ; and jt would appear from their present population, that nsgm |l:e o
portion of Hindus of sl tribes and clames, followed the conquerors from lhndustan.‘ £ ubsequ l
invanions from (iujarat poured another tide over $heir plains and almost all trace of their ongna

inhobitants jn lost."! e e the on tanding
20. Petio§ 6.~ In recent times the Mahratta invasion of Malwa is the only ou

event in the migration history of these parta. It is recorded that thg Andhraa—ath_ a9nt‘.h:$

people pevetrated into Malwa after the fall of the Mauryan power. Except for this Ilso_a

incursion, no movenent haa taken place from the south of the ¥ indhyas, The political migra-

tion of the Marathas ix thercfore unique in the traditional history of C‘entml India. They were

the lust to add one more strand to the diversified composition of the Central Indian population.

1V.—RacE coMPOBITION,

21. Racig] types of the population.—A few words may be added, not so much by way
of elucidution ns of drawing sttention to the anares involved, with regard to the question of the
e componition. Into what phynical types should the population be distributed—Pre-
Dravidiun, Munds, Indo-Aryan or Aryo-Dravida ! Before we pin our {aith to any of these
labeln, it in hest to remember the frequent migrations and the consequent changes in the popula-
tion that have ceasclensly gone on for ages. While culture, custom and social, organisation
have been evolviug the racial stocks who have been handing them over from generation to
generntion need not necensarily have remnined constant in type. Waves of foreign elements
have been absorbed in the earlier days and they bave modified the composition of the p?‘pnln.-
tion, No one would therefore b diugosod to disagree with the excellent dictum 9[ Boas tlu.zt
8 prople may remain constans i 1YPé and language and change in culture ; that it Iay remed
conntant in type but chanae in IuNEUAE ; OF thot it mumy o vrin < casstammsv tu 1ALRUAZE . df ang
fn tyepo amd watwuy 8 The presence of an Aryan strain in the population of Central India may
bo admitted but it is not predominant as & type. It has been overwhelmed by the non-Aryan
elements everywhere but the culture and the languages are thoroughly Aryan in derivation
and they have completely submerged and overlaid the pre-Aryan elements. In many cases
when wo uso the Inbel Aryan at the present time, we are really connoting the speakers of the
Aryan tongues and the posscusors of the Aryan culture rather than the physical type of“the
Rigvedio Aryans, “ The losting gift bequeathed by the Aryang”, says MF' Gordop Childe, “ to
the conquered people wos neither & Ligher material culture nor a superior physique but that
which we mentioned in the first chapter—a more excellent language and the mentality it
gencruted.  The physical qualitics of that stock did enable them by the bare fact of superior
strength to conquer even more advanced peoples and so to impose their language on areas from
which their bodily type has almost completely vanished. This is the tmth underlying the
panegyrics of the Germanists : the Nordics’ superiority in physique fitted them to be the
vehicles of a superior language.”® The truth of this sober but accurate estimate is apparent
when we considor the origin and spread of the present day population in Central India.

These desultory notes which I have set out are merely a foot-note to the study of vast and
intarasting prahlema concerning the penple of Central India. Such a study is beyond the
acope of a Census Report and it is moreover the work for a trained expert, My object is mainly
confined to draw altention to few poiuts. One great need is the study of liuman geography
and the control oxercisc on man and his movements by such geographical factors as climate,
relief of Innd, and the distribution of flora and fauna. Secondly, wherever necessary we should
cease to be Lound by the present day arbitrarily constituted political boundaries, ~ Such areas
like Ceutral India are mere geographical expreasions without any precise meaning and they
are heterogenvous, Thirdly, to speak of Rajput or Brahman or any other caste without reference
to lacality in Central India is misleading and is specially to be borne in mind when securing

- anthropometric data, Nothing is so futal to the accuracy of the statistics of the physical typas-

of the living population as an ignorance of the tradition, history and the regional distnibution
of tho types chosen. Lastly, there are innumerable questions which one may be tempted to
ask. What for example is the afliliation of the lower castes to the existing hill population. What
causes a great variation in the different sections of the population though groups of them possess

the same culture-forms such as traditions, customs and beliefs, How far caltural and regional

variations stand in the way of the fusion of similarly scattered groups. What are the racial
types, as distinct from the ethnic labels in current use, in the population and how far are they
as an individual and separate factor responsible in influencing the capacity to develop or to

\

retard the culture and civilization of the difierent peoples. In relation to all such and other .

enquiries the Census statistics attain considerable value.

1 Memorr, ii, 8,
¥ Quoted in the article on Aryans in the Ewcycloradia Britannica, 14th editiop,
Gordon Childe, 7'Ae Aryaxs 1920, 211.212
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22. Before setting out the data for eome castes and correlating them with the Censun fipures
as regards their prerent duy distribution, the more imporiant castes may be arranged as in the
table below. The list is incomplete as there are some castes about which our information is
indefinite or lacking. The primitive tribes are excluded from the list.

- Castes for which some tradition of Castes known to have no tradi- "
migration exists. tion for migration. Mixed Rajput cantes.
] 2 3

1. Ahir. 1. Balai, 1. Bugri.

2. Banla, 2, Basor. 2. Banjara.

3. Brahman, 3. Chamar, 3. Bedia.

4. Dbangar. 4. Dhanuk. 4. Dangi.

5. (ladaria, 6. Dhangar, 5. Dhakad.

8. Gujar. 8. Dahait. 8, Deawali Mina,

7. Jat. 7. Kotwar, 7. Kir, )
8. Kachhi, 8. Arakh: 8. Kirar,

9. Kaynatha. 0. Moghia.

10. Khati, 10, Charnn.
11. Kunbi. 11. Sirvi
12. Kurmi. / 12, Sondbia.
13. Lodhi. -
14. Maraths.
15. Rajput.

23. Brabman.—It is a very interesting fact that the Brahmans in Central India are all
migrants, though they have now become localised in the different parts of the Agency and form
separate endogamous groups. The main classes are Malwi, Nemari, Bundelkhandi, Marwari,
Dakshani and Mewori. The last three are migrants as their names themselves would suggest.
_ With the excoption of the Dakshani Brahmans whn eame with the Marathas in the 18th century,

the Drete” s WMalwa _Rpndelichand and Baghelkhand are eany wcttlers but none can go
very far back. There is suﬂ‘;&‘ent reason to hold that Malwa recciv{tt the Rechman immigm!r:lt

population eazlier than the eastern parts which were under the rule of the primitive tribes for
few centuries after the dispersal of the Rajputs from northern India. The immigrants to Malwa
have mostly come from Gujarat and Rajputana while the eastern parts have received the
Brabman population wholly from the Gangetic doab.

The details for the immigration of the Brahmans to Malws sre set out in the caste chapter
of the 1901 Report of this Apgency. For the sake of convenience they are summarised lere
briefly. Malwi Audumbar (Panch Dravid), Chawise (Panch Dravid) of whom ten familics
are said to bave come into Malwa, Jambu (Panch Dravid), Audumbar Potaclior (Panch Dravid)
and Audumbar Redwal (Panch Dravid) all these have come from Gujarat. The Malwi Audich
(Panch Gaur) came from north of India originally, the parent stack being found near Delhi.
- Moolraj, Raja of Gujarat, settled some of these Brahmans in his country and the Malwi section

is sprung from the Gujarat scction which is known as Sahasra as 1,000 families werc brought
into Gujarat, .

The Gujar Gaur Malvi Brabmans (Panch Gaur) originally came from nerthern India but
the Malvi group appears to have come from Gujarat. The Tiwari, Mewnri and Mewari 8hri-
gaud (Panch Gaur) have come from Mewar, The Naramdeo Brabmans on the banks of the
Narbada appear to be a purely local group. - T

Of the eastern Bralnnans, the Sanadhyas (Panch Gaur) came originally from the country
round ahout Muttra. The Bhagors derive their name from the place of residence. The
original home of the Jijhotias of Bundelkhand is the country between the Gunges and the
Jumna. They were introeduced into Central India by Jujhar Singh, Raja of Orchha, who gave
them grants of land. The Sarwsrias are mainly found in Baghelkband and have come from
Gorakhpur and other eastern districts of the United Provinces,

Migration from Gujarat side and the Wwest of Central India is due to famine or religious
persecution. Several castes in Central India give out also that they came to Malwa, which
has been « proverbially favoured region due to famine elsewhere.

The following table shows the distribution of the main Brahman sub-classes according
to the three territotial divisions :—

i) . .
Brahman sub-classen, Total. Malwa, lklﬂ(::: Eﬁf :3!
1 - 2 3 4 [
Bhager P . . . . . . . 11,147 4,043 7.029 25
Dakahani . . . . . . . - . 18,800 17,009 30l 600
Jijhotin . . - . . . . . . . . 48,870 4,452 43,562 3658
Kanaujia .. . . . . . . . . 44 565 8,910) 32,020 3,046
Banadhya . . . . . PR . . 3,102 15,648 - 18,450° 1,048
Sarwaria . . ' ' f . . . . 250 022 1,622 24,147 273,233
Shrigaud . . . . ' . . . . 0 H3d 0,412 270 . 132

s
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4. Bania. - Bo far known there sre very few local groupe of the Baniss in Mabwxa. Tradi-
tion ll:‘nngﬂl:t there were very wealthy mercantile clases in the days of the Paramaras but
there is no anthentic information.  In Malwa, they are all settlers in tc?ent times eut_her f‘;om
Gujorat or from Kajputana.  Ujjain perhaps had the oldest colony ; their scttlement in lnﬁoore
i not more than 8 century or a century and a half old. The larger influx of the Banias ] m
Rajputana dates from the time of the Maraths rule. The former opium trade in Malwa
nttracted  considerable colony of mercantile classes, The Agarwals are from Delhi and Hissar
wide. The Oswal, Porwal apd Maheari Baniss have come from Rajputana. In the east the main
divisions are Galioi, Golspursb, Kasaundban and Kesarwam. The original bead-quarter of
Guhoi Baniua in said to be Kbsragpur in Bundelkhand., Some of these classes are lo_cal groups
while others hke Kesarwani may have come from the t sns-Jumna tracts, The distribution

of the Bania sub-castis is given below :—

Bundel- Baghel-
Banls sub.osates, Total, Malwa. khand. khand.
1 2 3 4 5
' ' . . 23,684 14.018 4,017 4,249
Dol L 140K 1,003 13,052 542
Uolppurab f . ’ N v . 2.x35 b 2,800 .
HKasannithun . . . . . . 6,373 21 315 . 6,037
Kewarwani S A 14,246 146 08 13,792
Muhenr] . oo, v.52 . 9,908 5 39
" Oswal e e e e e e e e 96,265 23,102 1.3% 687
Porwal . . . . . . . . . 23,245 15,48 G,6H8 1,040
Hlﬂlmi . . . L) . . - » - 4,346 3.3-‘0 506 -

26. Rajput.—The distribution of the Rajpute closely follows the migrat'onal history which
has alrcady been set forth in a previous section. The Bundela Rajputs have no tradition for
migration, .

20, Cortain main castes.— Ahir.—As alrcady mentioned the word Ahir is derived from
Abliira—~n trihe of great Bﬂf-iqlli(y. The Abhires were once a widvaproad poop]e in northern
and Central India and also in the Dececan. Thr,:iy

Distrket ! Atrongtt had perhaps also & southern extension for accord-

ek rengih. ing to the Cambridge history of Aucient India

) ) ‘a race of uncertain aflinity was the Ayar, who

in many respects resembled the Abbiras of

IN'"‘"“;; oo %'7”;?‘.': Northern India and seem to have brought into
mngnr . . . . HEMYE A

hilna e 10,03 the south the worship of the herdsman god

('I‘i"r""d R }g]‘,g; Krishna*. The tract to the east of Malwa and

Shajagpur . . . 2081 west of the Betwa river including Jhansi, Sironj,

cte,, is still known as Ahirwara. The Ahir popula-

tion is found in theso parts and has spread further
east but not towatds the central Malwa plateau. The line runs from Bhopal to Orchha,
Bijawar, Chhotaypur, Panna, Maihar, and Rewa. The marginal table gives figures for the
northern Gwalior districts which have returned the bulk of the Ahirs from that State. ‘In
Indore 13,846 Ahire out of the total atrength of 23,830 have been returned from the Nimar
district to which place the Ahir element has spread from the Khandesh side.

27. Gujar.—Historically a well-known people and it is not necessary to mention their
origin here, Tho Gujars have spread into Central India from the west of Chambal. They
are found in Malwa and northern Gwalivr, In Malwa they are less in evidenoe in the western
and south-western Malwa, In the east they have not spread at all. In the Central Provinces
they are found in the Hoshangabad and Nimar districts, and are supposed to have migrated
in tho 16th century from Gwalior. Their distribution in Gwalior and Indore is given below :—

G\.w"nl.iur Biato . ' . ' 110314 Indore State . . . . - 47,103
Ujjain . . . . . . + 10,686 Rampurs Bhanpura ' . . . M00
Mandsacr . . . . « 12,766 Mabidpur . . . . . 8281
Shejapor . . . . . . gTiue Niwar . ., . . . . 17,942
Tunwarghat . . . . . . 87162 Nemawar . . L amT
Narwar . 10,835 R

Considering the fact that they have not colonised central Malwa but the Narbada valley shows

they have migrated in carlice times to the more unopened parts below the Vindh -
spread on either side of the Narbada. ¥ parts Brlow the Vindhyss and-Jave

28, Gadaria.~—They are spread evervwhere though they are concentrated in Bundel-
khand. In northern Malwa they say they have come from the East. Nothing is known abofxt
their movements, .

29, Jat.—This caste appears to bave migrated originally from the west of Chambal, the

country round about Bharatpur. It entered Hoshangabad district of the Ce i

¢ Bhara I3 ntral P

in the 13th century, migrating !ml.n Bharatpur and halting in Marwar on the way. 'Il‘.l‘::l;:et:
in northern Malwa have also a tradition that they migrated there from Bharatpur due to famine

This appears to be borne out by thcir present day distribution, In north Gwalior they are
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found u; small numbers, But in the Malwa portion of Gwalior more than half are found in
Ujjain and Mandasor districts. They are chiefly found in central Malwa in this Agency. They
appear to have reached the Narbada valley through the Nemawar district of Indore and Bhopal.

30. Kackhi,—The Kachhis are mainly to be seen in the enst and in Bhopal, They are
concentrated in north Gwalior and bave not spread to Malwa. The Bundelkhand Kachhis
bave a tradition that they migrated east from Narwar after the fall of the Kachhwaha Rajputa.

31, Ehati.—This caste is distributed in the BlLopal Agency, Indare and the Dewas States.
They have a tradition that they were brought into Central India by the Muslim Rulers. They
are concentrated in central Malwa, The bulk of the Indore Khatis are settled in the Indore
district. They have not spread to any other part of Central India. N

. 32. Kunbi.—The Kunbis bave migrated from Gujarat. They are to be found in the Malwa
and Southern States. They appear to have migrated to Malwa and thence to Khandesh which
part they aleo colonised through the Tapii valley. According to the chronicles of the Rewa
Kunbis they srrived asbout the 11th century in a large body in whoee vanguard alone were
2,000 carts. It seems not unlikely that this account is correct and that the Kunbis were forced
to leave Gujarat by the encroachment of Rajput tribes.!

MAP SHOWING THE MIGRATION
OF SOME OF THE PRINCIPAL CASTES
INTO CENTRAL INDIA

DECCAN

Castes.—The settlement of the Rajputs in Rajputana and Malwa has given)
rise 23 'nllf:;d mixed castes in the medieval and ]n]tl:zr periods, Such are the Charan, Dhakad,
Dangi, Kirar, Sondhia, Banjara, eto. Some have arisen locally and others have migrated fl:o;n
Rajputans and are now settled in Central India. The Dhakad and Dangi castes ore mamg
found in northern Malwa and they have migrated from Rajputana. The Dangi is mainly foun

3 Khandesh Districs Gazetteer {1850), page 30-
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in the Bangor district of the Central Provinces and the bulk of the Gwalior Dangis are mtumed
from north Uwalior,  According ta the (‘sniral Provinces Castrs and Tribes the Dangis migrated
there in the 1ith century. Their distribution shows they have migrated through northern
Mulws and Bhopal, The Kirars are exclusively found in Bhopal and in the Central Provinces
it in recorded they left Gwalior shout 1468 A.D. under two of their leaders and settled in Hoshan-
gobnd district,  Jn 1951 the Kirars in Gwalior numbered 75,897, the bulk of whom were enu-
merated in the northern districts of that State and very few in the Malwa districts. Their distni-
bution seema $0 corroborate’this tradition.,

34. Loda.—In north Malwa they claim to have come from Lohargarh in Rajputana. After
the full of Prithvi Kaj they went to Lohargarh and then migrated to-Malwa. In the Betul
and Hoshangahad districts of the Central Provinces they are considered to have immigrated
there from  Central India in the fifteenth century. In Central India they are now exclusively
found in the Bhopal Ageney. The Lodhis, a much more numerous group, are largely found in
the cust to which place they have spread from the Gangetic plains.

35, Kayastha.—We have the suthority of Malcolm that the Kayasthas were brought
into Mulwa by the Muslim conquerors, Some of the families trace their settlement from the
earlient Muslim conquenst ; many are of more recent date.

The following table shows the territorial distribution of certain main castes :—

Casto, Total. Malws. Bkﬂ.m;‘lfll. B;g::f,

1 s 2 3 4 §
Abe. . v 0w e e ] ze3ame 61,091 | 102,000 70,242
GQujar e e e e s e e e 81,813 79,308 5,140 2n
e 28,135 27,358 765 22
Qi+« v e, 98,350 / 36,600 46,730 15,120
Knohhd . . . . . . . . 224,213 4 44,803 113,502 66,847

Khatt ., . . . . . ... 04,049 04,649 . -
Kunbl . . . . . . , . . 42,182 32.188‘ .e 9,9%
Keed . . . . . . . .+ .| 2081 64,219 37,810 103,342

7 19,226 19,224 "2 e
lodd . . . . I [t X2 247 | 80000 8,128
Knyastha . . . . . . e . 37,002 13,080 15,12¢ | 8,878
Vangl . . v . e . 45,004 38,800 6,002 103
Dhaked . . . . . . .. 34,268 84,260 1 2
Kimrk . . . . .. ... 32,822 30,161 2,604 7
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The Depressed Classes,

L The ferm depressed olasses./-Of all the terms that have acquired prominence of
notoriety (as the case may be) in recent times none is so depressing to desl with from the point
of view of Ceneus statistics as the term ‘ depressed ’ classes, Ask any two people what they
understand by it. They will without fail give you widely different but sufficiently confusing
answera, That is because nobody yet knows whom to call or stigmafise as depressed and much
slso depends on the purpose for which a person should be considered as depressed. The term
has nowhere been satisfactorily and accurately defined. It is sometimes associated with such
synonyms o8 the suppressed or submerged classes which nre meant to invoke your sympathy
rather than convey any precise meaning.){‘%ln Central India nobody scems to worry over the
question as to who is depressed and who'i not.\\ As the Census Superintendent is bound to
prosent the statistics for them he more than anybody else is worried about bis submerged tenth,
In thia voiceless region, he too cannot maintain bhis silence. Ho is therefore compelied to listen
to the din and clamour of the external voices and try to sce what they mean. '

It appears that the problem of the depressed classcs has a political as well as & social side,
The former for obvious reasons is out of court so far as Central India is concerned and so is
that much of the social aspect as trenches upon the political or administrative side. In this
Agency there is yet no movement for the classification of the depressed classes or for * raising
them. The politico-social aspects of the movement have not reared their heads anywhere
and it would be outside my province to take cognizance of forces that are working elsewhere,
AsThed to make a list of the depressed classes to obtain the neccssary statistica for Provineiul
table I1 and the social map, 1 propose to state bricfly who cobstitute the so-called: depressed
classes and on what considerations. e LT
2. How recognised. —The depressed classes are first arrived at by a process of exclusion
and then distinguished by certain unsatisfactory tests. Literacy forms no criterion for wo
will bave to classify almost the entire population ne depressed. The primitive tribes are
excluded because they have a distinct culture and social organisation of their own. -Then thero
are certain wandering castes such as Nat, Pardhi, Bahelia, eto,, with no fixed abode and no
definite place in the social hierarchy but caught in the eddying currents of Hinduism, Thers
are again the criminal tribes like Sansi; Kanjar, Moghia and others. Al thesc are excluded
frows The category of the depressed closses which is restricted to cover only those castes which
" are considered as untouchable, i.e., whose contact with the higher castes causes pollution and
who are denicd access to places of worship and to the use of public wells. :

3. Distinguishing charactetistics. —Untounchability is the overwhehming characteristio
of the depressed clnsses and to this should be added igolation and servility arisiug out of degra-
dation.!  The rigour of these characteristics varies in different parts of India, In the south

~where the caste system was grafted at a later date untouchability is carried a step further and

there we find unapproachability. In the Deccan or Gujarat also the problem appears to exist.

A Mahar or a Dher in former times had to hang an earthen pot round his neck to hold hia apiti o,

. was made to drag thoms to wipe out his footstcps, and when & Brahman came near was compelled
to lie far away on his face, lest his shadow fall on him and pollute him.* *

£\ Now, in Central Indis there are no castes whaso presence by proximity would cause pollu-
- tion, whose very approach would make the Brahman or any bigh caste man fly, and who arc
considered so degraded as to be condemned to a life of acrvility and put out of the pale of
society, No'restriction is imposed upon them in frequenting the public tl‘xorqughfarcs or in
acquiring land for cultivation But unfouchability in some form does exist in _ﬁ':w pf the
lowest castes and before we deal with the degree and nature of their untouchability it may
be interesting to notice the probable origin of the impure castes in these parts,

4. Probable origin of the impure castes.—One theory of their origin is racisl. The
Aryan conquerors subjugated the indigene, made them their serfs and condemned them to the
lowest of ocoupations, It is probable the Aryans subdued the aboriginal tribes of the pluins
en masse and turned them into helots wherever they could not exterminate them. “That was
possible in the regions where they settled down but where they ruled in small colonics as it
appears to be the case in Central India? it is not possible they could have reduced the whole

. population to one of servitude. With the evolution of caste system, cortain occupations come
to be associated with the degraded classes and persons who had fallen out of caste were alio

3 Repori of the Depressed clarses and aboriginal iribes Commities, Bombay Presidonoy, 1030,
3 Pribes and Castes of Bombay, Art. Mabar, )
*Boe also Tribes and Castes of the Ceniral Provinces, Vol. 1, para. 40

. { 280 ) .
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condemned to these low oceupations.  Thus racial eonquest, froita of mixed marrisges in early
times and vocupation— sll these three sbould be held 84 baving contributed in turn to the forma-
tion of the impure casten.

The ward (hardula to denote an outeaste person has became an approbious term of abuse.

sut some of the deapised tribes of the early days like Chardala, Pukkusa who hunted animala

that live in holes aud Nirkadu—a fisherman all had s considerably respectable pedigree accord-
itg to Mann.  Some of them are cited below for purposes of illustration! :—

Proportion of Brahman

Natne, . Podigren, Kabairiva, Vaisys end | Occopation and Residence.
- Budrs bloud.
- ] - 2 3 — 4

Brahman father . | Hslf Brabmsn .
Nialada . . . . Fisherman.
. Kadra mothee, . Half Budrs . .

findra father , « 1 Half Budrs . .
Clnndlala i }su..t degraded of mortals,
-

Brdm;n mother . | Half Brsbman

» ) Nixhodn father . [ § Brahmon . . . ¥
Pukkuss . °., . . Hunts animals thyt lie in
' Sudra mother, . | § Budra. . holes,
Nishnds father . | § Brahman . .

jVaisyn. . . | bLoather trader.
Vakdihs mather Y] § Sudrs . - .

Karavera . . . .

Chandata father . | § Drahman
-P"“"“" wunther § Rndra
{ Chandala father . | § Brahman

{i Vaisya . . }“’orlu in canes and reeds.”
Vaidiha mother Sudra . . . .

HBopaks . . . . ' }Alimplu wreteh oo

: Plﬂlimmhl . . [

Tu this pedigreo of Manu the intercating thing to notice is that he gives a high proportion of
Brahmonical strain even to the despised classes though he condemns the progeny of these mixed
marringes to the degraded occupations; Even a law-giver can be irrational and for obscure
reason Manu Leld the carpenter the most degraded of mortals and gave him the pedigree of a
Sudra father and a Vaisya mother., The racial factor in the origin of impure caste is not without
intereat, ** If the workers in leather of the present day are lineal descedants of the workers
in leather of Monu's time, the Chamars may fairly consider themselves of no mean degree and
may hold up their heads boldly in the presence of the superior castes.’”® Two other points
require notice in connection with the above table. Certain castes are condemned to live outside
tho village or town and the attitude of contempt towards the degraded is clearly shown by
approbivus cpithets. 1t is likely with the development of caste endogamy, the eatlier racial
distinctions were obliterated for in the frame work of the caste system every one could be
assigned a place. The impurity of custes came to depend more and more upon certain occupa-
tions which were despised.  In Buddhistio times the basket maker, the weaver, the chariot maker
and #0 on wero held in less esteem or despised according to the degree of revulsion towards any
particular calling. Perhaps a greater tolerance was shown towards the despised classes and no
bar sinister was attached to them in thos¢ parts where Brahmanism was not all powerful.  The
sane cantiot be said when Brahmanism obtained ascendency at a later period for we read from
the account of the Chincss traveller Fa-hien who visited India in the time of the Guptas that
the Chaalas or outcaste tribes who dwelt apart like lepers were required when entering a
city or buzear to strike a piece of wood as a warning of their approach so that people may not
be polluted by contact with them. At some time in the evolution of caste arose that theory
of defilement which results in a person of npper caste being defiled by the shadow or the touch
of an individual of the low caste. The question of untouchability thereupon begins to assume
importance according to the toleration aceorded to or extreme view taken of the degree of
ceremoninl or personal purity. .

5. Untouchability in Central India.—I have elsewhere shown in this Report that the
Brahmanical hold on the society in these parts is not strong, and that a considerable gumber
of the social gronpsare immigrants in more recent times. Though Hinduism has exalted
ceremonial purity and has laid interdiction against uncleanly habits and persuasions the above-
mentioned fuctors have in practice reduced the problem of impurity to a mild form and
untouchability consequently arises in theso parts primarily due to certain occupations which
are held as unclean by other castes and to unclean habits chiefly in the matter of diet, In its

! Qaoted in Sherring's Hindu fribex and castes,
* Ibid, Art, Chamar.

* Vincent Smith. Karly Mstory of India, 207,
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opemtion‘it is limited to the Chamar who is"a tanner, the Basor who is a bamboo worker, the
+ Balai who i a.village watchman, and the Bhangi who is.a scavenger. It is the profession
followed, mare than any other consideration that is held in disrespect. (Often when 1 have
enquired: from the villagers sometimes in remote parts, as to why they would not allow 8 Balai
ot a Chatnar to come near the temple, or why they are not allowed to draw water from the
village well, the invaridble answer was their uncleanly profession. In a small village @$ the
foot of the Vindhyas, on enquiry I found that the solitary Bhil who had settled in the village
had recourse to the village well which was the oaly supply of water for the inhabitants.
When taxed as fo why they would mot allow the Chamar to draw water while the Bhil
enjoyed the privilege, the reply was the Chamar followed an unclean profession and Ied an
unclean life. . . ot ] .o
© 6, Other tests besidest uniouchability.—Untoichalllity by flself is* not & safo test to
differentinte the depressed castes from the other castes, The guiestion of fouch igdargely relative.
An orthodox Brahman would bathe even .if he were:‘*.tf tough a-touchable parsoh. Again
untouchability being an irrational feeling with no logidal basis,"in different*localities people
have different notions. A Beldar.in one locality is considered 8 ntouchable because he keeps
donkeys to transport things. - A Dhobi is considered to.Ye au untouchuble in other placea
because he washes unclean clothess ~The, Mochi or the Jfngat is not wsually*considered to be
an untouchable and so on. The preliminary list8 of depreased classes furnished by the States
3 vere 8o confusing that it was diffidult.tosee light thraugh tB.elz;;The Btate people were not to
blame because I was tryin} to sce.a problem which:to thein does not exist, . -
7, ¥inal classification of *@ejreksed’, oastes.—So*fat ‘s 1 hag “been porsible to ascertain,
pollution by touch is-quite mild in forni though herd and thei¢'the fecling fegarding it may rise
-to some intensity. Untouchability by ifsclf being no 'i:;tiafnuﬂq{'y test, it bad to be coupled
with certain social disabilitics such as non-access to Hindli places of worship and to the use
of village wells from which the higher castes deaw watet.  These. sqoial disabilities were found
Vv wimthgir ion,, The Chamar or the Balui id novér.permitted to draw water
from the;common we Byn']l&VO SCPDIEwe-wens It they COYIG- mmmagn tg have one. The
are also got permitted to enter a place of worship. It was thertfora decfde(f! to drawa tme and _
inclnde the.Chamar] Balai, Basor and Bhangi among the depressed castes as indigenoiis to the
Agency. :The Jhamrals of Ma]wa. and the Dharkars éf Rewa alliéd to the Bagprs Were also
admibted into:the.category. The fest Meghwal, Mang, Mahag, Dher, Dom, Domar and Bhambi
- are not indigenous tp the -Agency. - They -are recognised as dopressed castes clsewfere, and are
found in smal.numbers in this Agency and they are cona{dered as impure lpcally a8 well. Thus
these thifteen castes have been listed ap depregsed. Pt ".a':" R
" 8, Value of the list adopled.—I gannot pretend. tist this list 8 in eny. way «omplete.
A list of the dépressed elasses for the Agetcy. is bb prestnt, of Hio-conceivable use unless it be
that it is necessary to arrive at the all India total for tie depfessed class population.: , The
" valae of a list of this kind depends’ much upon the pax:hcnf’nr administrative or sotial ne¢ds of
- the logality: So long as they ve nob arisen; it is at present only of an academic infarest.
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