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INTRODUCTION. 

(The Census of Rajputana was taken on the night ot the 1st March 190l.r/ 
The operations embraced for the first time the Bhils of Mewar Banswara and 
Kusalgarh, .Dungarpur and Partabgarh, and the Grassias ~f Sirohi. Th~1 
Census of l!JOl was therefore the ~rst complete Census of Rajputano. that hn.<i 
been taken.) , · · 

J~· the Bhil coun~ry, where the tribes live in lo.rge straggling villages 
e ndmg often for miles through dense forest, o.nd where counting bv ni"'ht 
is impracticable the regular pro'cedure was modified. The enumeration ~118 
taken during the day in the last fortnight of February. The Gamethis or 
headmen of . the villages mustered the entire population of their villnges at 
a spot close to one of the police thnnas . and gave particulars of all ~el'llons 
who through sickness or other unavoidable cause were unable to attend.j lLike" 
all wild tribes, the ·Bhils are very shy of being counted and object to stran· 
gers. approaching their homesteads. In 1881 many wild stories of the 
object of the Cens~s were circulated· in the Bhil Country and such excitement 
and unrest were caused that the Maharana of Udaipur thought it necessary 
to 'give· the Bhils in his territory an undertaking that "they should never 
suffer by· the counting of men and houses." In 1891 it was also deemed 
advisable not to-enumerate the Bhils ·but an approximate estimate was formed on 
the basis of the number of huts which each village was believed to con
tain. From information given by the State officials it appears, however, 
that the houses were never properly counted. The enumerating staff did.r 
not venture to enter many of the more inaccessible villages but were con-
· tent to record any number told them by the first inhabitant of the village 
whom they were able to question. tOn the present occasion it was de¢ded 
to dispense with a regular count of the houses but to endeavour to have the 
people mustered by the headmen and enumerated on the generol schedule 
form. It was believed that the famine relief measures undertaken for their 
preservation, and the large -grants of clothing, seed, and cattle unstintingly 
given to. them by the Committee of the .Indian Famine Charitable Relief FundJ 
had rubbed off a great deol of their shyness, savagery and distrust, and the 
result proved the correctness of this view. At the suggestion of the Census 
Commissioner it was explained to them that one object of the counting was . 
to ascertain how many people might require food in the next famine, a.nrl this ; 
argumentum ad ventrem, assiduously applied by {the supervisors, appears to 
have been most effective.) Except the Bhils, all the other races in Rajputana 
were en1llllerated between 7 P. M. and midnig~t on the 1st March. · . 

Subject to the' modification permitted in the case of the Bhils, all tle 
towns and villages were . divided in the preliminary organisation into a num)er 
of blooks, each of .which contained on an average from 30 to 50 housesand 
-was in charge of an enumerator. Above the block came the circle, a co1l}Jact 
group of ~m 10 to 15 blocks or about 500 houses, under. a s~perv~· . who 
was responsible for the work of all the enumerators in his Circle. . trcles 
were -grouped,· according to the recognised administrative divisio of the 
various States such as tahsils, pargnnas, large • jngirs, etc., into cha es under 
Chargl' Superintendents who exercised general ·supervision over die 9ensus 
operations and tested a large proportion of the work of their f'lbordmates. 
During January and }!'ebruary-the precise period varied in diffd~n~ S~tes-. 
the enumerator wrote up the Census schedules for all persons testd~ng m his 
block; and this record was checked and corrected by the ,)Upel'Vl.sora and 
Charge Superintendents. On the night of the 1st March th/enumerator went 
round his block and brought Jlis record up to date by stTtng o~t the names 
of the people who had diedW left the block, and filli~m entncs for fresh 
.arrivals or newly born infants. / . 

. On the morning of the _2nd March th~ enumerat~ of the vanous blocks 
met the Circle Supervisor at a place previOusly arr~ed, and prepared the 
fir~t totals of their blocks showing the number of occu#J~ houses, J_D&les, females 
and total. population fur each block. The Supervil;!r then com~med the block 
totals into a circle ··totol and sent this on to theCho.rge Supermtendent who 
repeated the operation· for hi~ chnrge and r<)pfed the chargl! total to the 
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Census Superintendent at the State head-quarters .. This officer, with the 
assistance of other officials combined the charg-e totals m~ a St:'-~e total which 
was telegraphed to the ·Superinteildent. Census .Operations RaJputana and to 
the Census Commissioner for India. . . · 

In spite of the great dis~nces of some of t_he ~barges from th~ State head
quarters in the. desert port10ns ~ Marwro:, ~1kaner and Jru~mer-more 
especially in J aisalmer whose prinCipal town 1s Situated over 90 mlles from the 

' nearest telegraph station on the railway-. in the forest tr~cte of Me~ar, ~nd in . 
the widely scattered Tonk State, all the totals of the Nat1ve States m Rajputana 
were reported by the afternoon of the 9th March. At each stage of the oper
ations the figures were adde~ up independently by two a~d somet!mes three 
persons and special precautions were taken to guard agamst error m the first 
totals with the result that the finally corrected returns only differed from the 

J first totals-fallowance being made for the population of the Toni_ district!! 
situated in Central lridia which is included in the Imperial ·Tables of Central 
India and for the population of the detached districts of Gwalior and Indore 
situated in Mewar which has been included in the Rajputana total~-by 1,9387 

which ~s equivalent to ·02 per cent. or two persons in every 10,000 Qf. the 
population.) . , · . , 

The result of the Census shows that there has been a decrease of roughly 
2,267,000 on the population actually enumerated in 1891, and of 2,497,000 
on the enumerated and estimated population of 1891. . The chief causes of this 
large decre11se are shown in chapter II ·of this report to be the several bad 
seasons ending with the great famine of 1899-1900, and the terrible ravages of 
malarial fever which followed. ' · 

The Census instructions and procedure are recorded elsewhere and it i& 
sufficient to mention here tbat(the general schedule ptescrib.ed for British India 
was adopted in full for the Native States of Rajputana and this has resulted hi 

J the collection of statistics for the first time of the civil condition, literncy, aml . 
lan~ges of the people) · . · 1 

In the preparation of the Census statistics a 'very important change was 
effec d by the new process of abstraction by means of" slips "which was 
introduced by the Census Commissioner. Under the old system abstraction 
was carried ont by large working sheets which practically reproduced the final 
tables on a greatly enlarged scale, and in which entries were made in .complex 
compartments by means of strokes each representing an individual. The unit 
~of abstraction was the block, and for each block there were as many abstraction 
sheets as there were tables.) , 

· ~mple.te details of the wor~ing of the new system are given. ill "the 
dm~mstratJVe volume and I will only briefly remark that on this occaeion each 

s .dule ~try was ~opied on two 'lllips ·of paper of a particular shape and 
col r. ~hps of ~~rtous shapes lind colours were used so that the religion. 
sex, d <:Ivtl condJtl?n of .a person coul~ be told at a glance. These slips w~ 
ar~an d m bundles m sertal order by vtllages-all the villages of ·one tahsil 
bemg It with before the slips for the villages of. another tal!sil were written · 
up-au after cat:eful ch~ck were_passed on to the tabulating branch. Here they 
;were so: d for the first table wh1ch was prepared, namely Table VI-Reflgion 
-~y vill es,. but after that had been tabulated, the slips were work-ed· for tahsils 
wh1ch wer he units of tabulation for all other tables. Each town was also 
treated ~s a it of tabulation. As the unit for the Provincial statistics was 
the tahsil or t the new method furttished in one operation data which under 
~e oldh system could only be obtained by a laborious process of compilatlon 
o~ t e mnny ifferent working sheets. The ·~ slip " system worked 

~~~~atlyd 1he_ stractors were witlwut exception untrained hands, many of • 
b a on Y_JUB left school but they soon mastered the simple process and 

weh~eha le todwilrite u. the slips quickly and accurately.· The number of slips 
w tc were a y writ · d · h · i · n uptmprove Wit practice; h'e average numoer of 
p~sons co~~e~~y :J:stfi cted daily on both slips in the different abstraction 
0 ces was ~ or e t month and· 323 for the second month. The actual 
~::~5:r~~ a~net by be clerks ~mployed by th~ various States differed 
more rapidly. th pths n 'Y ~i~be e~trt~ were ma __ de tn Urdu were prepared 

an ose In {ch HIDdl was used. · 
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A sketch of the slips used.showing particulars of each shape and colour 
is giYen on the frontispiece to this report. 

.A~other point which d_eserves notice is the attempt which has been made 
to class1fy the castes by social precedence as recognised by native public·opinion 
at the present day. The methods adopted for arrivin" at a classification on 
this ba~is are fully desetibed in clJapter IX and it will "'suffice t,1 remark t!Jat 
although the grthlt rliffer~:nce of opinion which was found to exi~t rec:nrdin" 
certain caste8, as well as the local conditions which affect so considerahly th~ 
Ftatus of others, indicate . that the classification arrived at is pro
bably Jar from perfect, it is hoped that it may prove of some use for 
the _purpo"es of the Ethnographic Survey which is &bortly to be undertaken-. 

!The reports received from the States &how thllt the educated pee>ple as a 
rule took au intelligent interest. in the taking of the Census, and that the 
bulk of the people remained indiffere11t. In only a few of the more remote 
portions of some of the States, where commtmicntions are few and where 
the people seldom come in eontact with anyone outside their own narro1v 
villa!!e circle, wa~ a.ny dislike to the Censn• shown. In these parts the 
people-more especially the women-are said to attribute the famine and 
other ills from wbich they have suffered during the last decade to the 
takiug of the Census in 1891 and as a consequence the enumerators who were 
sent there came in for a certain amount of abuse. The following incident 
which occurred in one of the Bhil States, however, illustrates bow kindness. 
and practic,ll sympathy in their troubles can break down the barriers of sus
picion of even the wildest tribes whose repugnance to being counted has in 
the past led to disturbances of the peace:-

( As none of the Bbils could read or write it w11s necessary to send men
who were usually of the Bania caste-accompanie.d by a few police to conduct 
the enumeration. A party of young bloods belon!!ing to one of the pals, which 
had in tile previous year acquired an unenviable notoriety for raiding and 
other acts of lawlessnes•, when returning to their homeR from the place where 
they had been mustered and enumerated, espied in the distance what nppenr~d 
to be a small party of Banias going along one of the jungle paths. The old 
hereditary instinct wus too strong to be resisted even though they had as it 
were just returned from contnct with the representati\'es of the law. They 
forthwith pursued the pllrty, who, hearing them coming, threw down the 
bundles tltey 1vere carr.ving or bad on pack animals and incontinently fied. The 
Bhilo seized the bundles and on examining them found that they contained· 
packets of paper which they recognised to be precisely similar to the papera 
on which their own names had just been recorded. The Census they regarded 
as a work specially undertaken on the ordqrs of ~.he British Govern~ent and they 
therefore carefully collected all the papers, camed them several mrles and finally 
deposited them in the centre of a track near to one of the police posts, placing 
stunts on and around the btmdles to prevent any papers being blown away. Worrl 
was then sE.•it to the police who went and recovered the schedules, not one of 
whiclJ was mis;ing.) . . . _ . 

While the famme tamed the untutored spmt of the :w:rlder forest tribes 
the marvellous p~ttient end uranc.-e exhibited by the mass of ~he ~O?re.r 
classes and the uncomplaiuing silence with which they bore the ternble nclseJ· 
tudes which they had to suffer excited the admiration and won the waruwRt 
sympathy of ><ll who were employed in the admini>tratiou of relief. The mea· 
~ure8 adopted and the help !,riven to the famine-stricken have undoubtedly llrnwn 
the people and their rulers closer together and we can but hope that the l~n 
years will be suc•:eeded by favourable barveots and that th~ next Cc·mms 'Yrll 

· demon"trate that the· people retain the wonderful recu peratJve power for whiCh 
they have been famed in the past. 

Before brimrina these remarks to a clo~e I would add that the Darbars 
showed their ke:n desire to co-opernte heartily in the Imperiul ScheJ?~· and 
their interest in the work by appointing some of their most capable oflicmls. to 
conduct th<' Cen~us operatiom, and by givin:r, for th_e purp~ses of .ahstracttOIJ 
and tabulation, tb.e rnvst onitahle and commodious bmldmgs m the c1tJes where 
ahstraction offices were established ; and that whatever success or improvement 
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may have been attained in ~he ta.ki!lg of ~he Cen~ is due to their p:actical help 
and prompt action in ordenng the nnmediate adop~on of all suggestions regard
ing procedure, etc., which were made by the officer m charge of the Census opera
tions in Rajputana. 

In conclusion I need hardly so.y how largely I am indebted to others for both 
facts and ideas. A great part of the information regarding religions and caste 
has been taken from various publications or furnished to me by correspondents. 
I owe much to Mr. Risley's Castes and Tribes of Bengal, to Mr. lbbetson's 
llCCOunt of the eastes of the Punjab in his Census· Report of 1881, and to 
M. Barth's Religions of India. I have also obtained various items of information 
from the volume on the Castes of Marwar published by the "'Marwar Darbar in 
1894. 

Among the many persons whom I consulted I am ·especially indebte~ for 
much useful. information on the castes, religions, and customs ill: the peop1e, and 
other subjects on which their valuable help was requested, to the learned Pundits 
of the Maj Mundir and to Munshi Govind Saran, Tewari Deen Dyal and Pundit 
Gopi Nath of Jaipnr; to Sayad Mahmud-ul-Hassan of Bharatpur; Rao Bahadur 
Sukhdeo Pershad and Kavi Raja Murar Dan of Jodhpur ; Lala Ranjit Singh 
of Alwar ; Lala Tribhowan Lal of Udaipur; Munshi Umrao Singh of Bikaner; 
Lala M~aan Lalof Partabgarh ; Munshis Sheo Partsb and Dhani Ram of Kotah ; 
Members of the State Council Bundi ; Sahibzada Mahomed Abdul W a.hab Khan 
and Munshi Mahomed Saddik of Tonk ; Pundit Parmanand Chatarvedi of 
Jhalawar; Kazi Niaz Ali Khan of Jaisalmer; and Munshi Jogi Das Kamdar of/ 
Sha!!I!_urn. I would also express my grateful sense-oi tlie-"OOUrreaJiii'facoll
BiOeration which I experienced at the hands of all the Political officers who 
afforded me every assistance. 

Fmally my warmest acknowledgments are due to Mr. Risley the Census 
Commissioner for India for his ever ready }).elp and counsel, for the patient con
si_d~tion ~th which he has listened to my difficulties and. suggestions, and for 
hts kind solicitude to do all he could, consistent with the unity of the Imperial 
Scheme, to make matters as easy as possible for me. · · · 

DELHI: 
A. D. BANNERllAB. 

lOth June, 1902. 


