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PREFACE.

The sixth Census of the Bengal Presidency was taken on the night of the
18th March, 1921. Details of the procedure followed are set forth at length
in the Administrative Report, Volume V, Part ITI, of the series published in
connection with the Census of India, but that volume is intended primarily
for those in whose hands the arrangements for the Census of 1931 will be
placed, and is not likely to reach the general reader. Assuming that this
report will find a general reader, such a person may wish for some prief account
of how the thing was done. -

The vast majority of the population of Bengal does not live in towns, and
- in rural areas the type of village generally found in other parts of India hardly
exsists. Still less does the aspect of the countryside resemble that met with in
Europe. Instead of orderly rows of fairly substantial houses ranged along
some well used thoroughfare, one finds the homesteads of the rural population
scattered over the whole face of the countryside, each consisting of mat-
walled huts ranged round a courtyard and buried under a thick growth of
shady trees. At first glance it would seem well nigh impossible to account
for every homestead, much less to complete a census of all the inhabitants.
The task is, however, not as impossible as it appears, and the solution of the
difficulty lies in the employment of local men, to whom the task of dealing
with circumscribed areas, with which they have been familiar from their
childhood, is a very different problem to that with which a stranger would
be faced. The Province is divided into districts and distriets are parcelled
out under police stations. For a smaller unit a well established survey unit
is available, the mauza, which the landlords now use and with which, from
their use of it, the cultivators have also become familiar. The whole area of a
district is accounted for in terms of the mauzas under each police station,
and the responsibility for the census of the mauzas can be handed over to
locally appointed enumerators and supervisors. Each enumerator was given
some 40 or 50 houses to deal with, and some 10 enumerators were placed
under each supervisor. But in point of fact the supervisors were appointed
first, the tahsil panghayats, those who collect the chaukidari tax and pay
the village watchmen (chaukidars) being roped in to assist, and themselves to
fill up as many of the posts of supervisor as possible, and the enumerators
were selected afterwards with their assistance.

The first work of the supervisors and enumerators was to number the
inhabited houses, using tar or some other suitable material for marking them,
and to write up complete lists of houses for each mauza. While this was
going on, instructions how to fill up the schedules were disseminated, and in
the early part of February the Preliminary Enumeration commenced. The
enumerators wrote up the schedules for all those ordinarily resident in each

house, and the entries were carefully checked by the supervisors and others
who were available to assist.

The final Census came on the night of March 18th, when the enumera-
tors made a round of their blocks, struck off from the schedules the names
of those who had died or had gone away, and ent.ered _particulars for
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new-comers and new-born infants. Elaborate arrangements were also made so

that travellers,should not escape being counted. Whether in point of fact
the Census gains in accuracy through there being a final Census to an extent
commensurable with the trouble which the final Census involves, is a matter
of doubt. In the United States of America a final Census is not considered
worth while; but in India it is certain that the large volunteer agency which
is employed gains much inspirations from the knowledge that each enumera-
tor has, that what he is doing on the Census night is being done by others
throughout the length and breadth of the Indian Empire. Not only does
this inspiration carry him along in his own work, but it gives his work an
importance in the eyes of the public which it would not otherwise obtain.

As soon as the Census was completed, the enumerators set to work that
same night, or very early next morning, ascertaining the totals for their
blocks, and the supervisors for their circles, and within the next few days
the final totals were completed and published. - These were, of course, not
always the exactly correct figires, and they only gave the total numbers of
males and females. The Census statistics published in the companion to this
volume, part IT of volume V of the Census series, took a great deal longer to
prepare.

Slips were made out for each individual, giving either by means of the
colours of the slips symbols printed on the top, or details written in pencil, the
full contents (except names) of the original schedule for each. The slips were
prepared by clerks working on piece-rates, generally at each district head-
rjuarters, and in order that the copying might be finished with as little delay
as. possible, the total number of copyists employed ran into thousands.
The slips, when completed, were sent to five central Census offices located
at Burdwan, Rajshahi, Dacca, Barisal and Comilla, and in these the process
. of sorting was undertaken. The slips were sorted in pigeon-holes successively
according to the entries of age, caste, etc., to obtain the statistics required for
publication. Each sorter dealt with some 30,000 slips and entered his results
in a series of forms of “‘sorter’s tickets.”” The process was by no means as
simple as it may appear from this brief description, but these are the essential
features of it. Compilation followed, the process by which the results shown
in the sorter’s tickets were brought together to give statistics for the popula-
tion under police-stations, in towns and in districts, required for publication.
Compilation was carried-out in the Central offices as far as to obtain the
district totals, and the compilation registers with the sorter’s tickets were
then forwarded to an office in charge of my personal assistant in Dacca,
where the compilation was checked and the final tables prepared. Each
final table was sent to the office of the Census Commissioner in Simla for a
final check before publication.

This report will be found to differ from the reports of previous Censuses
of Bengal, in that it sticks much more closely to the Census statistics them-
selves. Indeed, it contains nothing that is not statistical and only makes use
of statistics other than those obtained from this and former Censuses, in
order to amplify the conclusions and make use of the results which the Census
statistics supply. It has not been permitted to digress on ethnological and
kindred subjects, but on the other hand it goes somewhat more fully than its
predecessors in its commentary upon the Census statistics of age, sex, civil
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conditions and other purely statistical matters, and upon the relationship
between the statistics, for example, of agriculture and vital occurrences, and
the Census figures.

I capnot acknowledge too fully the services of the great body of private
individuals and Government officials who conducted the Census and brought
it to a satisfactory conclusion. My special thanks are due to the five Deputy
Collectors who were in charge of the Census offices at Burdwan, Rajshabhi,
Dacca, Barisal and Comilla, and especially to Babu Romesh Chandra Sen,
who was in charge of Rajshahi, and to my personal assistant, Khan Sahib
Abdul Jail Khan. Much useful work was also done by my head assistant,
Babu Harendra Krishna Mitra, who has done for me the same work that he
has done for two of my predecessors. . :
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APPENDIX TO CHAPTER XIl.

: Al'ﬁ'habetleal list of comnionest and inost typical roturns of occupation,

I

Accobat ' . . L.
Ackot “u .
Aerated water mker ot
Apoot to Zamfadar .
Apricultoral Egpert v

Agrlouttural instroment maker T

Aimadari - . 0 v,
Abmapac maker. . - . .

Awin (Sarveyor) . . . '

Arcopnut seller . .

Al'm,' T e :‘-‘. - ',

Artizan. .. W
Artizon acihoal e]erk ..
Artizan achool m’vunt‘
Artist, . o .. T
Assistent—& Co S
Astrologer © o L.

-

Attnrmylehrk ;5 VR
Ayah, . T o et

Baﬁ(gunny)mkar .

Baker :
Barber .- .
par Library servant:
Bamboo seller |t

Baoker o, 4 kTl x e

Bargader 1\ .
Barrister™ " ,
Bistiwale -
Bagket maker
Bell wetal worker
Begese - »
Rearey o -
Bearar (Pl.ll:t)
Bear dancer. -
Hetel loaf grower
Botel lead selier
Billiard marker
Blanket weaver.
Blanket soller
Bhekemith 7
Boat butlder -
Bailer maker:
Book Binder.

Boob makes
Boot seller .
Done mill worhef
Hottle mller -«
Brut man -
Box trlek workes
Bane sebter - g
Boy daucer”
Praid maker -
Brasg wotke®’ « .
Rrams ssller -
Briok maker -

lrick contraetor <% - v

Brick boreer ~ . 0 =
Tivoom eraker T

Buffalo keeper  + . ¢ .-
';,,‘..hirer Lo e
wcller . ‘

Y ocatdrver . -iT
Duglee -« -, « = 0.0

DButeher. . & s w0

Butler .0 s v
Butterseller -~ + -
Iigilding coptractor - .

Burial groand servant . .-

BBursing ghat atendant -

’

1

181 Carriage maker . .
174 Caatrator .
.. 1M | Cemphoreeller . .
e Yl Castar o presmer
185 [ Cake roaker .
177 % Chaprasi (Dul.riot Bunru)

SN - 110 Charconl burger .
R 3] Chorooal dealer .
. . 28 Chaitmsa . "
Doa e [ Chartered Accoustant
P 81 Choutfeur . '
w.owi. 101 | Ghoukidar (vdhga)
P £ 1 Chilli wefler ./
SV | Chemical works

LY.t 2| Chureh work

©,2 188 ¢ Circomeiser . .

©. 3§ Cirons parcy . .

178 - ¢ Givilooartmmin . .

k Oiiochons plantation worker

'49 | Ciril surgeon . e

U188 Clly figura maker .

bE31 Clerk, Governinent Eatste

- 115 Clerk in & powpapur office
179 Clerhh .

[
o

135 Cloth paller . .

“g2 | Clthdyer . . . .-
T34 | Cloth mecchant - .. s

L -7 1607 |+ Coal deput olerk . .
T8 Conlr!epot oooly - .

5 42 ) Cosl minemaosger .
110 | - Ooffee sefler Y

i Collectorate sccountant

Ty, 197 | - Comb maker .
; 186 Compositer .« &

LI i ) Compounder .

] Clark . . e
100 |- Cloth bloschae . .

Ui | Owleder L.

M Coalminer . - . . . &
| 142 I' Conlmineclek . . =
© 198 | Collectr . l .

178 | Collectorateclerk , . "

Group Ne.
T 179 Buttop maker
. 178 Buyer and seller .
e L] Cabivet maker .
P E] Care atool maker . . -
. . 3 Carpet eeller e
. H] Cardiboard maker , . .
. 1 Cartiaan v e
.. 177 Cart maker |
PN 118 | Cark seller ..
o t 188 {’attle dooter e
. 158 Corpenter -« .

v

| S ] Clogmaker .. o .,
’ g2 | Club servant v
PR | Clown ., PR

s - 88 [  Collectorate nazir - .
W 49 Colliery mamager «* . .
142 Commission agent .

‘a 1] Commission office clerk .

.. : 11 *, Coogreseoificer . = - '."

146 Constabls f
T 14 | Contractor (Bailway) . .

e Comtrestor & ¢ A4 T
178 ; Contractor'seletk » ... . ., . ‘

.. [ Contractor’s servent- . , b
Lo 181 .} Conviet . e .
S, . 138 Canjuror R
. 83 | Coftton wesviog » .
.o 160 Cook . . . . e
o e, 168 | Cooly{tes garden) . L

Group Xe.
7

162

83

1

1

64

- 188
T 161
161
© 161
161

122
161

94
172
Ut
169
L
18
184
184 -
188
178

19



APPENUIX.

441

APPENDIX TO CHAPTER XIl.

Alphabetical list of commonest and Inost typical returns of occupation.

Acrobut T . .
Avtor .
p-.t-—r] ‘“Jﬂ‘ mﬁer
Arrot to Zamindsr
ALrI(U]ml'II Expert

Agricultoral instromeot maker

Ai-adari . .
Almanse maker .
Auau (Sorveyor) .
Arccanot seller . .
frny . . .
irtizan

Artizan lcm\ol clerk
\ritzao school scrvant
brtint .
umumt—& Co

(e rologer

ittorney's clark

.ynh

lk- . .
lrhcr

ir Libmary ner\'ant
amrtboo seller <,
wker .
arieadsar

AfTISEer

tstiwals

indwinan .
iisket maker . .
Al nmietal worker
gpar . .
|lrer . .
wrer (Palh)

ar dancer .

tel leaf grower

tel leaf seller

liard marker

inket weaver

nket roller . .
ckemith -

i builder

ler maker .

ik Bioder.

&k keeper . .
k seller . -

t maker .
tueller . . .
¢ mill worker

e seller

L man

trick worker

s petter . -
davcer

ﬂ maker

B worker . .
{poeller . -
t maker

t contractor

t burrer . .
m maker -

do keeper .

L birer .

ir seller . .
i cartdriver . -
r . . .
i’ . .
Ir ael]er . .

Aing contractor .
J ground servant
iog ghat attendant

grmn'y) maker .

"~ Groop No.

179
178
59
3

3
43
1
177
176
135
155
187
174

174.

177
185
177
170
181
28
68
81
101
125
121
2
169
2
178
45
49
189
181
115
179

135
100
32
123
48
92
48
93
186
150
78
140
42
142
110
179
171
178
38
49
142

156
45
11

146

146

114

178
68

181

133

168
168

,

Button maker

Buyer and seller .
Cabiost maker . .
Cane stool maker . . .
Carpet geller . .

Cardboard maker . . .

Cartinan . . .

Cart maker . . . . ’

Cart seller . . .

Cattle doctor . . . )

Carpenter .
Carriage maker
Castrator . .

Camphor seller . ’ .

Castor oil presser -

Cake maker . . . '

Chaprasi (District Bnaru)
Charcoal burner .
Charcoal dealer .
Chairman .

Chartered Aecouutant
Chauffeor

Chouvkidar (vlllage)

Chilli seller .

Chemical works .

Church work . . . . ]

Circumciger . .
Circus party .

Civil conrt amin

Chinchoaa plantation worker A
‘Civil surgeon - .
Clay figure maker . .
Clerk, Governinent Estate
Clerk, in a pewspaper office
Clerkships . .

Clerk . . .
Cloth seller . .

Cloth bleacher .

Cloth dyer . . -

Clnth merchant

Clog maker .

Club servant . .
Clown . . . .

Cobbler . . . . )

Coal soller

Coal depot clerk .
Coal depot cooly . -
Coal miner . . . . .
Coal mine manager

Coal mine clerk .

Coffee seller .
Collector

Collectorate nccounumt
Collectorate clerk .
Collectorate nazir

Colliery manager .
Commission agent
Commission office clerk

=~ Comb maker .
Compositor . . . .
Compounder .

Congress officer . .
Constable . i
Coutractor .

Contractor (leway)
Contractor'e clerk .
Contractor's servant -
Convict . . . .
Conjuror . .

Cotton weaving . . L

Cook . . .
Cooly (tea garden) . .

Group No.
79
152
83
45
141
63
114
91
145
171
44
91
172
128
61
66
163
9
147
176
‘185
113
100
135
64
167
172
179.
176
6
171
100
3
177
185
185
123
a7
37
123
78
-101
179
78
147
147
147
19
19
18
135
161
161
161
161
19
122
161
79’
94
172
101
159
84
18
184
184 -
188
179
21
181
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Group No.

Cooly (unspemﬁed) . 187 Garland seller . ..
Cooch Behar clerk . 162 Gurdeger . .
Co-operative Audit Society’s clerk i Gna works . .
Co-operativu clerk . ' 163, German silver ornaruent veller
Uo-operative store-keeper 183 German silver article seller
Cork maker . 9 (German eilver worker .

Conrt of Wards' serv nnt . 3 Glasaware soller .
Cow keeper . . . 11 (lase factory worker

Cow dung seller . 129 Gluss bangle maker .' . .
Crab soller 131 Glass bnngle scller

Cultivators of nuother 8 ]uml (Bogn) 2 Gold dealer . .
Caltivator df service holding (chal.rau) 2 Goldsmith's dast washer
Cultivator . . . 2 Guvernment Surveyor
Cultivator {Jhum) . . B Govarnment Engineer

Dafadar, police . . 159 Grain dealer

Dok bungalow chaukiddr 181 Grain parcher . .
Dancer . . . 178 Gramophone geller . .
Dancing girl . 178 Grass cutter . . . .
Dacji 7 Gtindstone seller .
Date sugar maker 71 Grocer . . - .

Day labourer 147 Groom .

Dentist . . 171 Guard (Rallway) .
Dentist's clerk . . 172 Guard {Forest). © . } .
Diviner 179 Gunny broker .

Doctor . . . 171 Gur maker . .
Dockyard workmaa 105 Gur seller . . .
Dog-boy . . 182 Guru . . ,
Domestic service . . i81 Hair seller .

Door seller . . . 46 Hakim (physician) .

Draper . . . 140 Hammer man . .
Droughtaman . . 176 Haudloom worker .
Drawiog master 173 Hanger ou . .

Drug seller 178 Harmooium repairer

Drum maker . 96 Huwker of eloth .
Drummer . . 178 Health officer . . .
Liarwan . . 181 Hide curer ., .

Dya seller . . . 128 Hide dealer . .
Earth worker . 86 Hinge seller . .

Editor . 177 Houlder of rent from property .
Elemeatary schiool teacker - 173 Huweopathic doctor

Elephant driver . 132 .| Honey collector . .
Eleotric fitter ' 93 Houey seller .

Electric light worker 93 Horn dealer . .
Embroiderer; 77 Horn comb maker
timbroiderer in 'vold and silver . 28 Horoscope maker

Engine driver (leway) 118 Horse dealer

Eungine driver {unspecified) " 186 Hospital nurae . .
Engineer aod surveyor 176 Hospital cleck .
Eastimator . . . 176 Hoapital cooly . .

Exorvist . . 179 " Hospital servant .

Eye doctor - . 171 Hotel keeper . .

Eye powder maker 60 Hukka maker .

Farmer of fishing wrights 154 Hukko seller

Farm servant on monthly pay 4 Huater

Farmer (cultivator) . . . 2 Ice factory wori\er . .
Farrier . . . 48 Idol dancer .

Ferry man . . . 110 1dol maker and geller .

Fire wood collector . . . 9 Indoor servant

Fire wood seller . . . . 147 |- Iuk man (press)

Firework maker . . . ‘58 Inspector of schools .

Field labourer . . 3 Iron foungdry worker

Fisherman . - . . 17 Iron founder . .

®ish broker . . . 122 Iron monger . - -
Fish curer . . . 69 Iron work mistry .
Flatterer . . 191 Ironware factory -

Flour seller .t . . 136 [rqniug . . . .
Flour grinder . . 65 Jailor . .

Flute master . . 178 Jail warder

‘Fodder shop . . 139 Jatra party .

Forest Banger . . 3 a Jatra party pfbprletor

Founder (iron) . . . 46 Jelty earkar . .

" Fortune-teller . . . . 179 Jetty cooly .
Fried rice moker . 67 Jowellery maker . :
Fried rice eeller . . . 136 -Jewellery seller . .
Fruit seller . . . 135 Jhum caltivator . .
Fruiterer . . . 135 Judge .+ . . . .
Furniture seller . . . . 141 * Judge’s court peon .
Gambler . . . . . 191 Judge's bearer . . .
Gaujs seller . . . R 187 Jungle cutter .

Ganja society clerk . 187 Jute broker . . ..
Ganja preparer . 75 Jute dealer . . - .
Garlond maker . . . 99 Jule weaver = . . .

firy {



443

Jute presser . . -
Katira] (phy clcun)

hay . .
Kap's clerk . . .
hapopge . . .
Kelluer & Co., urvsnt

K crosene ae(ller .) .
Khaneams (private

Ehansama (dak bu.ngnlow)
Knifeo maker . .

Koran reader .

L.ac maker . . .
Lao collector . .

Lace maker .

Lomp lighter (Mumc:pn])

Lamp lighter (Rnlway)
Lamp maker .
Lempeeller . .
Luskar . . .
Llﬂlil] . .
Lawyer .

Lawyers' clerk
Leather dreseer

I Lemonade seller .

! Lessoe of trees for lac .
Library cletk .
Light man
Linotypiat . .
Lithographer
Liroe dealer ., . .
Loan office clerk .
Local board clerk .
Locksmith
Lupatic Asylom (mmnte)
Megiatratg .
Magician . . . .

Mabanta (temple) . . . |

Mahat (elephant) ., .
Maid servant . . .
Mail sorter

Manager of Governmeot Estnte.

Maneger (Bank) . .
Map maker , .Y
Marine Engineer

Marriage Registrar

Mat seiler

Mat maker . .
Mattress maker . . .
Mattress seller . .
Matchmaker (Ghatak) .
Match Factory . .
Maglvi . . .
Maulana . .

Meat seller . .

Medicine geller . . ] . )

Medicine . T
Mendicant (rehgwuh)
Mendicant (otherwise) .
Messenger . .
Midwife . . .

Military office clerk

Milker . -

Milk map

Aill worker

Mill mistry .

Miner (coal}

Mission worker . .
Missionary . . .
Misgion school serva.nt - .
Money-lender .
Money-lender's clers .
Monkey dancer, . .
Monthly paid labourer .
Mosque sttendant . .

Motor driver . . . .

Motor worker . . .
Mad hat bailder . .

Madi ehop o . -
Mukhtiar . .. .
Momif .

Mupicipal tax collector .
Municipal water-worke man

.

APPENDIX,
Groop Ko
285 Music master . .
171 Musical instrument maker .
199 geller .
170 Musical instrament player .
JIRL Mustard oil dealer . .

129 Necklace seller . . .
128 Net maker . - .
181 Net reller . . .
130 Newspaper pmpnewr

48 Newspaper editor . .

167 Newepaper reporter .

38 Night watchman (pnvnte)

10 Oculist . . . .

38 Oil presser . . .

163 Opiom seller . . . .
118 Orange seller . . . .

83 Order supplier . . .

142 Organ seller . .

107 Quat-door servant

191 Overseer . . .

169 Orphal:l . . . . .

170 Painter . . - . .
39 Palnist . . )

129 Palki bearer . -

10 Pandit . , . . .

101 Paper bag maker . . .
‘163 Paper seller . . . "
94 Paper mill worker
. 94 Parched grain seller .
143 Patnidar . .
121 Pensiencr . . .
163 Perfume eeller
89 Pepper seller .
. 188 Photographer .
© 161 Pieco~-goods dealer
189 Pilgrim conductor . .
168 Pilot . . . . .
' 182 Pimp
181 Pipe bowel maker (earthen)
©120 Plantain sefler . ey
3 Plantain leaf geller .
121 Pleader . . -
176 Pleader's clerk .
107A Plough maker . . .
161 Ploagh seller . . . .
ifl Plough tip maker

45 Plough man . .

84 Poet . . - . .
141 Potter . . . . .
177 Pound keeper . .

58 Pottery shop . .

165 Press man . . .
165 Press mistry

68 Press machine man .

128 Prescriber of prayer (Mantrudm:a)
171 Priest .

160 Printers’ clertk .

187 Printers' servant .

117 Printers’ inkman .

172 Prisoner . .

156 Professor .

11 Prostitute . :
11 Pablic works overaeer . .
145 Puise dealer . . . .
186 Pankha puller . .

19 Quack doctor (Abndhoutlc)
167 Quick change artist
165 Quilt maker . .
174 Railway servant . . .
121 Railway doctor . .
121 Ranger (Forest) . .

179 Reading the Koran . .

4 Regder of sacred book (Hmdu)
168 _ Receipt of produce rent
183 Reciter .

90 Rent collector . .

89 Bent receiver
132 Rent payer .

169 Rice ponnder
161 Rich man .
}gg Road metal contractor .

Bope maker . |,

L

-

) 143

Gronp No.
178
96
150
178
132
144,
29
123
17%
177
177
181
171
62
137
" 135
122
150
182
185

+ 188 .

177
177
115
173
63
‘150
63
136
1
18
14
132
177
123
158
105
190
55
135
126
169
170
48
126
48
4
177
55
154
142
91
94
04
165
165
94
94
94
188
173
190
776
136
181
171
179

118

179

180
29

S
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gult anller . .
Halt contractor , .
Balt godown cooly .
Haw mill workor .
Hawyor .
Heonted tolmcoo nllor
Hohool mnster . ‘
Bericulturist
Borvant oo monthly puy
Scholaeship holder
8holl button maker .
Rhoil worker .

Sholl sollor . . .

Shell onllector . .
Shorthand typist . .
shos maker . .
thon seller . . .
ghoo mender .
Silk weaving . .
Sioger of Ramayan .
singing moater . .

Singer <
Skinner of. déml cuttle .
Slove . .
small pox curer . .

Soake charmer
Socks seller . . .
Hpode worker . .
gpick seller . . .
Hpirit seller . .
&totioner .
Stamp vendor . .
Steamor boiler man .
Bteamer inspector .
Bteomer agent ——
Steamar kbalasi *
Steamor serang . .
Steamer cooly . .
Steamer office clerk .
Bteamer peon . .
steamer booking clerk .
gtoomer fireman
gteamer fitter . .
gtring maker . .
gtraw-neller . .
gugnar factory worker
gugnreane press makor

gurgeon . . .
gWweoper . .
weelmeat bawi.or .
gwostment mnker . .
gycoplaut (Blmtt&lmri)
ailor , . . .
Tnnk cxcavator .

B. S. Press—26-4-1023—=1044J— 1,146—C. W. & others

CHAPTER XII—UCCUPATION,

Group Hoe
192
142
12¢

43
43
187
173
15
181
180
42
42
131

176
78
140
78
36
178
178
178
59
131
171
178
140

132
129
150
164
107
107
w7
107
107

- 106

107
107
107
107
107
29
136
71
48
17
103
134
72
177
1
86

Tauner .
Tassar wasver .
Taxi driver .
Tea garden cooly
Teoant . .
Thatolwer .

"Theatre performer

‘T'heatre manager

.

Timber merchant .

Tubaceo seller ,
Toddy drawer
Torch bearer
Tram driver .

Trunk maker (ateel)

Turtle catcher
Turtls seller
‘Turmeric seller
Umwbrella maker

Uinbrella mender .
Umbrella stick maker
Umbrella maker and seller . .

Umbrella coverer
Univernity olork
Upholaterer

Uuder-trizl prisoner

Vegetable seller
Vermillion seller

.

.

.

Veterinary surgeon ,

Yillage watchman
Violin player .
Vulcau: er

Walking stiok mnker

Watchman (private)

Watchinan (village) .
Watcher in the fislds

Watch repeirer

Waterworks mistry

Waterman .
Water carrier
\Washerman .

Waste paper dealer

Weighman .
Well sinker ,
W heelwrights
Wine sellor .
Witeh . .
Wizard .
Wood cutter

Woodeo plough maker

Wrostler . .
Writer .
Yearly servant
Zomindar .
Zaunindgr's A(nla

»

. . - .

- . .



GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL.

" REVENUE DEPARTMENT.
. L]
p Jurisdiction.

CALCUTTA, tee 818 AUGUST 1923.

RESOLUTION—No. 6241Jur.
ReAD—
The Report on the Census of Bengal and Sikkim, 1921, bx Mr. W, H. Thompson,
1.C.8., Superintendent of Censune Operations, Bengsl. .

THE census operations of the sixth census of Bengal, which was taken
on the 18th March 1921, were conducted by Mr. W. H. Thompson, 1.c.5. ; and
geparate reports have been prepared by him on Bengal and Sikkim and on the
city of Calcatta. . These reports have been perused with much interest by
the Governor in Council, who desires to place on record the following obser-
vations regarding the operations and their results. )

2. The results of the census show that the population of the province
has increased froin 46,305,170 in the year 1911 to 47,592,462 in the
year 1921. The area of the province, exclusive of the largest rivers, is
82,244 square miles and is practically the same-as it stood on the 1lst April
1912, when the provinces of Bengal, Assam, and Bihar and Orissa were recon-
stitated. The population is now larger.than - that of any other province of
the Indian Empire ; ten years ago it was rather less than that of the United
Provinces, but Bengal has now just over a million more inhabitants than
that province. Between each successive census from 1872 to 1911, the¢~
population grew io an increasing proportion, which rose from 67 per cent. in
1872-81 to 8 per cent. ir 1901-11. This increase has now fallen to 28 per
cent., aad all parts of the province have felt the disabilities of the p.st
decade, amongst the chief of which were the phenomenal rise in prices
caused by the war and the advent of influenza in disastrous epidemic
form. With the exception of Howrah, Calcutta, the 24-Parganas and
Khulna, the districta of Western and Central Bengal have -lost population.
In Northern and Eastern Bengal the districts have gained, except Pabna and
Malda; as in the previous decade the Chittagong Division has been the
most progressive locality in the province. The {rwo,disbricts which have
done-better in the present than in the previou$ decade are Jessore and”
Bakarganj, though Jessore still shows a small decline in population. -~

3. Density.—The average density of population is 579 persons per
square Tnile compared with England and Wales 64¢, Belgium 662, the
United Provinces 414, Bihar and Orissa 340, Madras 279, the Punjab 184,
and Bombay 143. There are however great inequalities ranging from the
sparsely populated hill tracts of Darjeeling, the Chittagong Hill Traects and
‘the Tripura State to the thickly populated industrial area of which Calcutta
15 the centre and to the centre of Eastern Bengal which supports a popula-
tion of no less than 1,050 persons to the square mile. It is remarkable that
the populativn is growing most rapidly in parts where the density is already
great ; but the statisiics of agriculture analysed.in chapter I of the report
‘would indicate that one reason for the difference in the growth ir she popa-
lation to the east and to the west is to be found in the fact that the soil on
the east can support considerably more persons than it can on the west.-

_ 4. Urban population.—The arbar population of Rengal, which is dealt
with in chapter II of the Report, has increased by 82 per cent. during the
decade 1911-1921 to 3,211,304, which is 67 per thousand of the whole popula-
tion. Whilst, however, the average country town has grown only 2 per cent.,
the average iudustrial and commercial town outside Calcutta has increased by
16°9 per cent. ,As might be expected from the results given in the preceding

. & [ ]
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paragraph, the towns of Western and Central Bengal which are not "indus-
trial contres have generally lost population during the dercade, but such
places as Bhadreswar, Baidyabati and Champdani have together increascd
by more than 40 per cent. Certain towns in Northern Bengal Lave grown
considerably, notably Bogra by 85 per cent. and the railway centre of Saidpur
by 63 per cent. Dacca has increased by 10 per cent. and has now a popula-
tion of 119,450 inhabitants, within 500 of that of Patna and net quite half
of that of Lucknow." The jute centres in Eastern Bengal have alsn grown
fast. Calcutta with its five suburbs, Cossipore-Chitpur, Manicktola. Tolly-
gunge, the South Suburban Municipality and Garden Reach, and Bowrah
now has a population of 1,327,547 or 4'8 per cent. more than in 1911,
Growth has been slower than in previous decades, but on the other hand
there has been a great development in suburban passenger traffic on the
railways.

5. Migration.—The statistics of migration in and out of the province
are discussed by Mr. Thompson in chapter III of the Report. Bengal has
1,839,018 immigrants against 686,195 emigrants. These figures are however
somewhat illusory, for on the whole the majority of the immigrants do not
come to settle and make their homes permanently in Bengal. They come to
Bengal, take up the lion’s share of the employment which industrial develop-
ment has thrown open, earn a little money and then g0 home again. There
haz been a remarkable development of permanent Muhammadan emigration
frqn; the distriet of Mymensingh up the Brahmaputra Valley into Assam.

6. Religion.—Muhammadans now form 53°55 per cent. of the population,
Hindus 43°72 per cent., Animists 1'79 per cent., and others 094 per cent.
Even as far back as 1881 Muhammadang were slightly more numerous than
Hindus, but from decade to decade they have increased faster mainly

scanse_they predominate on the more rapidly increasing healthier and

- wealthier Eastern Bengal districts, Animists now number over three-
yuarters of a million, Buddhists a little over a quarter of a million, and
Christians some 150,000.

7. Age, Sex and Civil Condition.—Mr. Thompson has given more space

-in his reports than his predecessors did to the statistics of age, sex and civil
condition aud has set forth in chapters V, VI and V1I some valuable figures
and interesting conclusions, The vast majority of the population can only
guess at their nges, a failing which is by no means confined to the illiterate
clasres. Neverthelass, Mr. Thompson has begn able to show.how the
statistics can be adjusted and analysed for practical purposes. Some of
the characteristics of the statistics of sex are unusual as compared with those
obtaining in European countries. There are only 932 females per 1.000 males
as compared, with 1,101 in England, and there is & higher proportion of males
at birth in urban than in rural areas. It is interesting to note that the pro-
portion of females born per 1,000 males fell from 939 to 930 in the year 1914,
and this was the average for the next five years. A similar phenomenal fall
has been observed in alnost all countr'es during the war. both in coumiries
actually at war and in other non-belligerent countries. The universality of
) marriage in Benzal continues to be the most remarkable feature of the statis-
ties of civil condition ; thus, whilst only 55 females per 1,000 of the female
population between the ages of 15 to 20 are unmarried in Bengal, the propor-
tion in England and Wales is 988. The average age of a bride in Bengal is
12 years and that of the bridegroom 20 years. It is however a significant fact
that the age of marriage, especially of males, is rising. The other remarkable
feature of these statistics is the large proportion of widows : more' than one-
third of the Hindu females between 30 and 35 are widows, and the proportion

kes to twp-thirds between 45 and 50. SN :

8. [Infirmities.—The numbers afflicted with insanity (41 per 100,000),
deaf-mutes (67 per 100,000) and lepers (33 per 100,000) are all less numerous

than in {911, but the number totally blind {72 per 1€0,000) is slightly more.
Leprosy isvery much less prevalent than it was 40 years ago. when 1t was
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as common in the Rajshahi and Presidency Divisions as it iz now i the
Burdwan Division; the greatest improvement has been in tbe Presidency

Division where the proportion of lepers to the total population is now only 29
per cent. of what it was in 1831.

9. Language.—Though 80 different languages -are found spoken in
Bengal, there is mot another province in India wh_ich presents the same
homegeneity in the matter of lanzuags, except the United Provinces in which
99 per cent. speak some form of Hindi. Bengali is the mother-tongue of
92 per cent. of the total population of Bengal. The other languages most
frequently spoken are Hiudi and Urdu spoken by 38 per cent. The other
langnages are mainly Kherwari, Oriya, Tipra (Mrung), Eastern Paharia
(Khaskura), Arakanese (Maghi), but there -are many varieties of the Tibeto-
Himalayan, Assam-Burmese and Dravidian languages.

10. Education.—Anyone who codld write a letter toa friend aad read
an answer 1o it was returned as lirerate in the census schedules. In Bengal
only 104 per mille of the population of the age of 5 and over have reached
this standard —181 per mille in the case of males and 21 per mille 1n the case
of females. There has been considerable. progress sinee 1911 when the
corresponding proporiion for males was 161 and for females only 13:; and
Bengal stands next to Burma, which leads the rest of India 1n this respeet.
The rate of literacy is highest-in the Presidency Division.

11. OGaste.—There was no sign of revolt against the caste system. As
gsual, the entry of caste in the census schedules created some disturbance in
the public mind. Those who Lelong to Hindu castes low down in the social
scale who have begun to share in the privilege of education put forward
various exstravagant claims to caste distinction by means of the adoption of a
new caste name. In ancient rimes the king was the last appellate authority
on the question of caste, and at the census attempts were made to thrust the
Census Superintendent into a similar position—a position which he rightly
refused to accept. These attempts however at changing ecaste render the
statistics of caste less reliable than they were formerly and certainly m-K€
their comparison with the results of any previous census less valuabl~ Et' 18
not uninteresting to note that the Census Superintendent estimar- that®the,
eumbers of the depressed classes in Bengal amount to 11,250 Y-

12. Occupation.—Pasture and agriculture sevport some four-fifths of
the population, including those who depend urs agricultoral rents and their
agents. About two-thirds of the, total a~ ordinary celiuivators. Industry
surports only 7% per cent. of the popal--fon, transpori 13} per cent., and trade
a little more than 5 per cent. of th- c0tal. The professions and liberal arts
support a little over 1} per ce=. Domestic servants (less than 1% per cent.)
are comparatively few, Along with the census a special count "of handlooms
was made. which shews that though hand-spinning has almost disappeared,
band-weavingy with machine-made thread is-still an important industry.
The statistics < the industrial éensus abtained by means of returns which
were filled ap by the owners and managers of all factories with ten or more
employecs have been carefully tabulated and should prove valuable.

13. Costs of the operations.—The total additional expenditure
incurred by Government and the Corporation of Calcutta on account of the
census operations amounted to Rs. 3,35,771 as compared with Rs. 3,02,781
in 1911. The increase iz almost entirely due to the increased rates of pas
which had {0 be given tothe clerks and others engaged in tabulation -0d
compilation. As usual. the bulk of the work of the actual census Was
performed by a large host of unpaid workers who deserve great prase for
the efficient performance of their duties. . - )
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14. General.—In conclusion [lis Excellency in Council desircs 14
eXPress his appreciation of the excellence of the organisation of the opera-
tions and the accuracy awd care with which they were carried ous. in
particular, hLe wishew to thank Mr. W. H. Thompson for his services in
organising and conducting the operations and for his eminently valuablo and
interesting report. Ho also desires to thank the Distriet Officers and the
numerons officials and non-officials who heiped to bridy the operations toa
successful conclusion for their valuable services. The names of the officers
commended by Mr. W, H. Thompson for their good work will be recorded in
the Appointment Department.

By order of the Governor in Couneil,

M. C. McALPIN,
Secretary to the Government of Dengal.

B. G Prdw—17-8-1928—1226J—1,146=R. F.



published by the Hengal Secretariat- Book Depdt, Writers' Bullgings, Caloutta.

OFFICIAL AGENTS.

iN INDIA—

Messrs. Thacker, Spink & Co., Calcutts and Bir:ia.

Measrs. Newman & Co., Calcutts.

Measrs, Higginbothsm & Co., Madras.

Mesars. Thacker & Co., Ld., Bombay.

Mesars, A. J. Combridge & Co., Bombay,

Thas Soperintendent, American Baptist Mission Press, Rangoor.

Mrs. Radbabai Atmparam Sagoon, Bombay.

Measars, R, Cambray & Co., Calcutta. -

Rai Sahib M. Gualsb Singh & Sons, Proprietors of the Mufid-i-am Press, Lahore, Punjab.
Messrs, Thompson & Co., Madras.

Messrs. 8. Murthy & Co., Madras, .

Messrs. Gopal Narayan & Co., Bombay.

Messrs. B. Banerjee & Co., 25, Cornwallis Btreet, Calentta.

Moswra. 8. K. Lahiri & Co., Printers and Booksellers, College Btreet, Calcutta,
Messrs. V, Kalyanarama Iver & Co., Booksellers, etc., Madras.

Messrs. D. B. Teraporevalin & Bons, Booksellers, 190 Hornby Road, Fort -Bombay.
Mosars. G. A. Natesarr & Co., Madras.

The Indian School S8apply Dap&t, 309, Bowbaszar, Calcutta.

Mr, Ramnath Sunder, Bombay, .

Meoasra. A. M. and J. Ferguson, Ceylon.

Messra. Temple & Co., Madras.

Babu 8, C. Talukdar, Propristor, Students & Co., Cooch Behar,

Messrs. Ramchandrs Govind & Son, Booksellers and Publishers, Kalbadevi, Bombay.
Messrs. Buttorworth & Co. (India), Ld., Calcutta.

The Weldon Library, 18-5, Chowringhee Road, Calcutta.

Rai M. C. Sarkar Bahsdur & SBons, 90-2A, Harrison Road, Calcutta.

The Proprietor of the Newal Kishore Press, Lucknow.

The Btandard Literature Company, Limited, 13-1, Old Court House Strect, Calcutta.
Mr. (3. N, Haldar, Calcotta.

Messrs. Vas & Co., Madura.

Messrs. A. H. Wheeler & Co., Allahabad, Calcutta and Bombay.
M. R. Ry. E. M. Gopalakrishna Kone, Madura.

Messrs. Rama Krishna & Sons, Anarkali S8treet, Lahore.

The Manager, ‘‘Hitavads”, Nagpur.

The Young Men’s Christian Association Press, Calcuita.
Messrs. Lall Chand & Sons, 76, Lower Circular Road, Calcutta.
Thae Brandard Bockstall, Karachi.

Mr. Mangaldas Harkisandas, Surat.

Messrs, Karsandas Narandas & Sons, Burat.

Munshi Beeta Ram, Managing Proprietor, Indisn Army Book Depét, Juhi, Cawnpore.
The Proprietor, New Kitabkhana, Poona.

Babn Jadunath Haldar, Muktesr and Revenue Agent, Gorabazar, Murahidebad.

The Propristor, International Buddhist Book Depét, 4, Chandney Chowk tst Lane, Calcutts.
The Manager, Imperial Book Depit Delhi.

The Oxford Book and Stationery Compsny, Delhi. -
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Meswrs. A. Constable & Co., 10, Orange Street, Leicester Square, London, W. C.

Messrs. Grindlay & Co., 54, Parliament Street, London, 8, W. .

Mesars. Kegan, Paul, Trench, Tribner & Co., 68-74, Carter Lane, Lordon, E.C., Orientat Deparcment,
39, New Oxford Btreet, London, W.C.

Mr. B. Quaritch, 11, Grafton Btreet, New Bond Street, London, W.

Mesars. W. Thacker & Co-, 2, Creed Lane, Ludgate Hill, London, E.C.

Messrs. P. 8. King & Son, 2 & 4, Great Smith Street, Westmmster London. 8.W.

Mesars. H, B. King & Co., BSCornhillLondanEC.

Mr. B. H. Blackwell, 50-51, Broad Street, Oxford.

Moanrs. Deighton Bell & Co., 1td., Trinity Street, Cambridge.

Mensrs. Luzac & Co., 46, Great Russell Street, London, W.C.

Messrs. Oliver and Boyd, Tweeddale Court, Edinburgh.

Messrs. E. Ponsonby, Limited, 118, Grafton S8treet, Dublin,

Mr, T. Fisher Unwin, Limited, 1, Adelphi Terrace,*London, W.C.

Mosars. J. Wheldon and Wesley, Limited, 3, 8, & 4, Arthur Stroet, New Oxford Street, London, W.C. 2
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Mr. Ernest Leroux, Rue Bonaparte, Paris, France.
Mr. Otto Harrassowits, Leipsig.

Mr. Martinus Nijhoff, The Hague, Holland.
Measrs. R. Friedlander & Bohn, Berlin.




