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lXT RODuCTIOX. 

The Census unller report was the third of its kind taken in 
His Highness the Nizam's Dominions, synchronously with that taken in 
the rest of India. This time the first day of March was fixed for cen
IIUsing the population, though in 1801 the. day was the twenty-sixth of 
Jl'ebruary. The reason for the change in the date is given in the foiiowing 
circular of the Census Commissioner for India :-.• 

" The lost decennial Census was taken on the vight of Thursday, the 
26th February 1891, avd it is desirable to adopt for the comivg Census a date 
corrc•ponding, as near 1111 possible, to that date. There will be a full moon on 
the 5th Murch 1901. The Census should be taken a fe1v days before the full 
moun, becnn•c the light will then be al·nilnblc in the early part of the night and 
people will not ordinarily have left their homes to attend the lunar bathing 
(Clltivuls." 

2. Thill precaution notwithstanding, it was apprehended that 
. the Oorru of "Abdun Nabi Shah''' in the Oity of Hanamkondah and the 
Jatr·as of Dharmapuri in Elgandal and Narottam-Pahad in Raichur, both. ... . 
of which fell on the ·night of the 1st March, would interfere with the 
arrangolments made for the satisfactory final enumeration in the Districts 
of Warangal, Elgandal and Raiclu~r; but the difficulties we~e successfully 
tided over by the officers cf the Districts concernf'ld. , They devised effec
tive mea11ures and saw that the accuracy of the statiRtics was in no 
way vitiated. But their resourcefulne~ts. gave no promise of standing 
them in good stead in the case of Pakhal, a Taluk in the District of 
Warangal. There the country is wild and, what is more, infested with 
wilcl beasts-a circumstance which, being fraught with dl).nger to life, 
rendered the counting by night out of the quesl!lon. A day Census there, 
therefore, became a necessity, and the enumeration was consequently 
made on the morning of the 2nd March. 

3. The methods adopted and the arrangements made to con
duct the operations here, were identical with those that obtained in 
other pa1·ts of India. And except for certain unimportant alterations 
rendered necessary by the peculiar conditions of the country, even our 
schedules, forms, circulars and tables, not to say the very Code itself, 
were the same as those that were used in other Provinces. 

' 
4. As soon as l.took charge of my office, I began making the 

!lccessary preliminary arrangements, such as re\ising. the Village 
RcgiHtcrs of 1891, ensuring proper house numbering, etc.; and this 
work took me three months to finish .. 

5. So far as tho tel'ritol'ial units for the Census p~rposes went, 
we treated the Urban aml the Rur!ll areas alike; only the unit in the 
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former was called the Ward and that in the latter the Taluq. The only 
tracts dealt with as "Urban" were the Chadarghaut and the Hyder
a bad City Municipalities as also" the Cities of Hanamkonda, Gulbargah 
and Aurangabad. The rest of His Highness' Territories was treated as 
" Rural." The whole of the Dominions was divided into 7-16 Charges ;
these again were sub-divided into 6,203 Circles, which in their turn 
·were split up into 57,152 Blocks. Each block, "hich was the unit of the 
Census administration, had, on an average, 3!J·!) houses ami was placed 
under an enumerator, whose duty it was to record, in the several columns 
of the schedules, information touching the peopl~ inhabiting his block. 
Next in rank, and above the block, came the circle, which contained on -· an average 8·!) blocks. Each circle was under a supervisor; he was res-
ponsible for, and it was he who also tested a large portion of, the work 
of the enumerators in his circle. Last, and above the circle, came tho 
charge. It was placed. under a Superintendent, and on him devolved 
the task of not only testing personally the work of his subordinates, but 
aL'lo seeing that the operations in his charge we1·e properly conducted. 
Each charge, which generally coincidcu with a recognized administra· 
tive division, contained on an average 4·4 circles. In the majority of 
cases, each Taluk in the rural tracts was divided into four charges uud put 
under either a. Talzsi!clar, a Peishlcar, a Record-keeper or a Qi,•!lav<?l' or 
Hevenue Inspector, the Tahsil!lar being responsible for the work of the 
"hole Taluq. These were called Charge Superintemlents. 

6. The one feature that distinguiHhcd tho conduct of the opera
tions in the Urban from that in the Rural areas was that, whereus in 

'the City and the Clmdarghaut Municipalities, paid agency had to be em
ployed on the enumeration work•, in the rural areas the literatl' po1·tion 
of the public willingly came forward and co-operated with the Govern· 
ineut officials in the enumeration and the supervision work. And this 
they did Without expecting any remuneration therefor. The Village 
Patwcl1'iB too, and the ~iterates among the J~ntc!s, were pressed into 
service; and they did theil· alloted portion of the work with no small 
credit to themselves and profit to Government. 

7. As was the case in the 1·est of India, and was also the 
-practice at the previous Censuses, the work of enumeration this time too 
was done in two stages. The first was known as the "Preliminary 
Eimmeration," which gave us only a prov:isional record of tho persons 
habitually residing in every house. The second was known as the "Final 
Enumeration"; and it was at this stage that the preliminary record 
was compared with things aR "they then presented themselves, corrected 

·where necessary and brought up to date. · ·. 

8. ·In the rural areas, the work of the preparl\tion of tho preli- , 
minary record was t:i1•en in hand on the 14th January lDOl,,answering 
to 12th Isfandar 1310 Fasli; and except in the Districts of Elgandal and 
1lahbubnagar, where it took a fortnight more, it was brought to a close 
by the end of January. ' 
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In cities and towns, where the population is generally of a. 
11hi!ting character, the work was commenced on the 5th and finished 
about the 20th of February. Xo reckoning, it must be remembered, was 
made of such visitors as were not likely to be present on the night of 
the CcnHus; but entries were made of such of the absent members of 
families all were likely to be present in the house on the Oensus night. 
The preliminary record was as ·correctly prepared as it could be, the 
correctne11s being due to the inspection so regularly made and the check 
110 carefully excrciHed. 

!). The CcnHUII was taken on the night of the 1st of March. 
The wot•k then consisted in the itinerant enumerators finding out if the 
personH mentioned in the schedule were present in their houses and if 
there were any additipnH or subtractions to be made in the number of 
pet'flonH shown there. Whatever additions, alterations or removals were 
then found necessary to be made, were made in red ink. 

10. On the 2nd of 1\larch, all the enumerators along with 
their !!Upervif10rs, met at an appointed place and prepared what are 
called the " First Totals", which tolll us the number of houses occu· 
Jlicd nnd the number of males and females each block contained .. 
'rhese tot.als were then checked by two other enumerators and passed 
on to the Supervisors in chargo of circles. These men, after making 
the tot.al11 for their respective circles, passecl them on to the Oharge 
Rupcrintendents, who, in their turn, submitted the ~tals for their 
charges, through the Tahsilda r, to the it· District Officers. At the head
<Jill\l't.erH of the Districts, and under the sup~rvisi<i11 of the officers 
Hpecially d<>puted for the Cemms wot·k, all these totals for charges were , 
added togother, and, nccording to instructions previously given, were 
telegraphed by the District officers dit·ect to the Census Commissioner 
ut Simla. These District totals \1 ere, at the same· time, sent by wire 
to my oflico for information. 

1 I. The 7th of :\larch was fixed as the last day for the trans
mission of these t<>tals; and so far as this State was concerned, all the 
District ofliccrs except those of Warangal and Oosmanabad despatched 
their results by wire on or before the elate prescribed. The totals for Wa
rnngal and Oosmanabnd were wit·ell ou the following day. The Atraf-i
Brrld!f District, having sent up the results on the 4th March, was the 

"first iu the field. Nalgonda telegraphed them on the 5th, while tbe City 
of Hyderabad, and the Districts of Lingsugur, Birh, Sirpur-Tandur and 
Haichur transmitted their results on the 6th. The remaining Districts 
of Elgundnl, Gulbargah, Mahbubuugar, Bidar, Iudur, Parbhani, Nander ·~ 
and Aurnngnbad forwarded their figures on the 7th l\farch. 

12. According to the first totals, the population of the Dominions 
is 11,176,903 and the number of occupied houses 2,275,845; whereas the 
fln.al result-s obt-ained, after passing the first totals through vat·ious tests, 
brmg the fact to light that the figures arc 11,141,H2 in the case of 



4 . 
• 

population and 2,283,<H7 in that of houses. Tllis means a decrease of 
35,761 in the strength of tho population and an iucrease of 7,602 in the 
number of houles .. Th~ difference in the population represent-s only 
•32 per cent or 3 in every 1,000 persons. And this is very small indeed, 
considering thatt in.1S91, the difference betweE-n the first totals and the 
final results for the whol~"of India was about! per cent or 5 in !,000 
persons. 

13. The anaylsis of the District results reveals a noticeable dif
ference in the number of persons fotind in "the Districts of Atraf-i-Balda 
Elgandal, Nalgonda, Warangal, Medak, Biclar, Birh and Gulbargah. In 
Gulbargah there is a decrease of 37,78! as against an inCL·ease of 56,854 ·
in Bidar. This is due to the incorrect inclusion, in the first totals, of 
the figures of a Jaghir in the Bidar District in those. for Gulbargah. 
And this mistake was rectified only at the time of abstraction. Simi-
lar remarks apply also to the figures for Warangal and Nalgonda on the 
one hand, and Atri\f+Balda and l\fedak on the other. The increase in 
Birh is due to the omission of the figures for a 'Jaghir from the first 
totals. Speaking generally the difference between the lit•st totals and 
the final results is due to the wrong use made of the Jaghir totals; and 
for this the Jaghirdars alone are responsible. 

14. I shall now proceed to explain, in order, the several me
thods adopted to obtain the materials for the construction of tho Tables 
.required by the Census Ccimmissio~er for India. First and foremost 
came abstraction, which consisted in abstracting the information re
quired from the schedules on to slips of paper supplied to the abstrac
tors. Next came "sorting", which consisted in arranging the slips in 
convenient groups f?O as to readily afford us the information required. 
Then came tabulation and compilation, which consisted in arranging and 
compiling this information in' the forms prescribed by the Census Com
missioner for India. Both the abstraction and the compilation work for 
the whole of the Dominions were conducted in my office at Hyderabad, 
and under the supervision of myself and my Assistants. 

15. The one novel feature in connection with the Census of 1901 
was the substitution of the method of " Abstraction by slips " for that 
of "Abstraction by strokes or ticks," which had been in vogue ever 
since the Census came to be taken in India. The slip-method was for·"· 
the first time introduced in the Bavarian Census of 1871 ; and the credit 
of its adoption in India is solely due to Mr. Risley. The tick-method 
was condemned by prominent statisticians as "a clumsy, untrustworthy 
and antiquated met-hod of procedure;" whereas the slip-method is credit
ed with being a great improvement upon it. It guarantees accuracy of 
results and insures economy of time, labour and money." 

16. The introduction in India of a modified form of the Bavarian 
method of abstraction is a novelty; and the skill with which the original 
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hod 
odified so as to suit the peculiar wants of India, reftects 

met wa!l m ed th Under 
the highest credit on the adaptive genius of its learn au or. 

I 
n · method the colour of the slip denoted the sex of the 

t 1e uavarJan ' . d hod •t the shape 
rson abstracted; whereas under the modifie. met 1 wa~ 

:, the slip that pointed out the sex. And this change ~s m no. small 
t 'buted towards the expedition with which information reo 

measure con rl b t ted f the 
latiogto religion, sex ami civil con~ition was a s ~c rom 

h dul \.t first we were asked. to set apart two slips for each per-
sc e es. " . th ti of re bstractcd though subsequently we were g~ven e op on -
~~::i:g the nu:Ober to one. But we stuck to the ori~nal proposal and. 
ntlopted two slips throughout the process of Abstraction. 

llalo. 

U uumrr iod. 

D Married. 

I 
, 

"') Widowed. 

Female. 

(] 
n 
'""'/ 

17. A free hand 
. . 

having been given to us 
in the selection of the co
lour and the Rhape of the 
slips to denote religion, 
sex and civil condition, I 
chose the brown colour to 
denote Hinduism, the 
green Islam, the pink 
Christianity, the blue Jai· 
nism, and the white other 
religions. And instead of 
cutting the slips into 
different shapes to denote 
the sex or the civil condi
tions, I made the mar
ginally noted diagrams, 
printed on the slips them
selves, do work for us. 

18. The use of the two slips had advantages all its own. One 
slip was set apart for the abstraction of particulars relating to' Age, 
Oaste, Literacy, Knowledge of English and Infirmity (cols. 7, 8, 14, 15, 
and 16 respectively), and the other for Occupation, Birthplace and 
Language (Ools. 9, 10, 11, 12 and 13 respectively). These were termed 
A and B slips respectively. The A slips were cutout of coloured papers, 
each colour denoting a particular religion ; whereas the B slips, which 
contained no record of religion on them, were all made of brown paper 
with only a diagram printed on them to show the sex of the person 
abstracted. The one great advantage derived from having two slips. 
instead of one, was that one slip acted as a check on the number of the 
other, thus ensuring the abstraction of the details of every entry made 
in the schedules. · 
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19. I wanted all the schedules to be in my office by the 16th of 
March the latest ; but, for reasons which need not be detailed here, it 
was the end of the second week of April before I received them from 
the Diwani and the other naquas. 

20. The interval thus offered was, however, employed in 
organizing a large yet competent staff of employees. I began by ap
pointing in the last week of March a small batch of men for abstract
ing; for the City of Hyderabad, information from schedules recorded 
in Urdu. And on the 1st of April, we took into service three more 
batches of men to work at schedules received from the Telugu, the 1\Ia
.rathi and the Canarese Districts. The first totals enabled us to have a · 
rough idea of the number of persons inhabiting the Dominions; and 
the experience gained at the experimental abstraction put in our posses
sion the· k,nowledge of the amount of wo1~k a man coultl do in a dny of 7 
hours. Armed with these it was easy to arrive at the decision tlmt the 
employment of 540 Abstractors and .105 Checkers would place us in a 
position to complete the work of Abstraction and Tabulation in a period 
of three months. And actually we were able to finish the work of Ab
straction and Tabulation by the 1st week of July. The rate of work for 
a poster was fixed at 550 slips per diem for the first and 650 for 
the second f01•tnight of the 1st month. During the second month, it 
'vas raised to 800 for A· slips and 700 forB; these were again raised 
to 1,000 and 900 respectively for the third month. And whatever might 
have been the case at the outsef. with a few days' practice the men were 
able to turn out much more work than was fixed for them; so much so 
that in some cases men heaped -up to their daily credit no less an 
average than ·that. represented by 1,800 A. and 1,500 B slips. 
The work of abstraction was subjected to a thorough check by a superior 
class of men, called Checkers, whose rate of work rose from 5,000 in the 
beginning to 10,000 slips per pair per diem in the final stages of the work. 

21.' The abstraction over, we took in hand the work of sorting 
and tabulating the results ; and in so doing we took the Taluq as our 

·unit and not the Block as in the case of abstraction. We ,did so on ac
count of the instruction received upon the subject from the Census 
Commissioner for India. Said the Imper~l Commissioner : · 

"It has been assumed up to this point that the villnge will be the unit 
of tabulation ; whether this need be the case appears t,o depend on the adminis· 
trative requirements of the various local Governments. If statistics by Yillnge• 
were required only for Table VI (to which a column for the number of houses 
might perhap.s be added), then after that had been tabulated, the slips might be 
\VOrked for larger units, such as. Thana "or Tahsils."' 

• 
The establishment for tabulation was not so large as that for 

a b11traction; it was only 480 strong and it took 3! months to complete 
the work. 
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22. Last, though not least, came the work of compilation, 
which consisted in bringing together under diJierent heads the results 
so far secured, and marshalling them in forms prescribed by the 
Government of India. In their Resolution in the Home Department 
No. 137, dated 8rd August, 1900, that Qovernment prescribed 18 Tables 
ba~~ed upon both territorial and administrative requiremjlnt for purpos· 
es, Imperial and ProvinciaL 'l'he District is taken as the unit of compi
lation; but Cities find a place devoted all to themselves in both the 
cases. All the Imperial Tables are bound up in one volume entitled' the 
Volume Imperial. • 

23. It isimpossible to state, with any degree of exactness, 
. what the total cost of the Census of 1901 will be, inasmuch as the work 
is not yet come to an end. ~ut a rough calculation, based upon the 
charges already incurred and ~hose which w~ hereafter be needed, 
Khows that it will not exceed Rs. 2,46,40! as against Rs. 4,24,496 spent 
over the Ct>ntms of 18!11. It must, however, be observed here that 
the latter figure includes Rs. 32,680, the amount spent in 1891 by the 
J aollirdars and Samasthaniks themselves on account of the Oensus enume
mtion ; and should this sum be excluded, as it was not spent by the 
Government Agency, the actual expenditure will be reduced 
to RH. 3,01,810. 'l'he expenditure for 1891 and 1901, which may 
ue l·lassilied under the three main-heads, (A) Enumeration, (B) Ab
Htraction, Tabulation and Compilation, and (O) Supervision, is detailed 
below:-

-- --·- --- ------------,-----,--L..--'-~-;-------

I 
(A). 

< R). 

Enumeration ••• , 

A b~tr:tction, 'l'nbulation and 
C.umpilation 

(C). Supervision 

'l'he Census 
o£ 1891. 

49,358 

2,37,866_ 

The Census 
o£ 1901. 

• 
47,437 

1,26,968 

• 

Difference. 

1,921 

-l,lO,S:lS. 

1,04,592 71,999 ·. ;_ 32,593 

• ____ -·---·---T_o_m_I_ .. ..!..I~---_-3_,-9_1~,8~1~6~~==2=,4-6-,4-04~~--.,'~·1_,4_5_,4_12-
21. Jt will thus be seen that the expenditure in connection 

with the Census of 1901, is 1,45,412 Rupees less tqan what it was in the 
t•ase of.18!11 Census. The decrease under the head of "Abstraction . 
nn•l Compilation," is one which invites more than ordinary ,attention. 
The " Enum~ration ".charges of 1891, as pointed ~ut in the preceding 
para, do not mclude ~n them the sum of Rs. 32,680 spent by Jaghirdars 
and others; or the d11fereuce under this head would be not Rs. 1,921, 
hut Rs. 3!,601. 



8 

25. It now remai.ns for us to consider how the expenditure in
curred in connection with the several minor details under each main
head compares with that of 1891. 

26. A.-EnumeratiorJ. There is a uet saving of Rs. 1,921 under 
this head. The saving would have been more but for an increase of · 
expenditure under "House-Numbering." If the District and the M uni
cipal Establishments cost Rs. 5,505 .less than· what they did in 1891, 
the. House-Numbering charges and contingencies increased uy U.s. 3,582, 
showing only a reduction of Rs, 2,880 as shown muler sub-head 1. 
Under sub-head II, there is a S!llall increase of Rs. 959 on account of 
the enhanced cost of paper and printing. This small increase is due -
to the introduction of a larger variety of forms, abstractS, etc., this 
time, than was the case in 1891. 

' Thus the net result of sub-heads I and II is a decrease in 
expenditure of Rs. 1,!121, compared with the expetditure of 1801. 

27. B.-Abstraction and Compilation. Under this head, th.l 
cost of the Census of 1901 is small indeed compared with that of 1891 ; and 
this great decrease in cost is due, first and foremost, 'to the adoption 
·of the " slip" in lieu of the " tick " syste111. The net decrease undet• 
this head is Rs. 1,10,8J:l, the details of which are us given below:-·• . 

The CP.u~"" i The c~u~ns I llilfcrcuce. of JS91. I of 1!10 I. 

- ·-
(1). Staff for the ;m;·k of Abstraction\ 

and Compilation includin!!' 
Super,·ision ... ... 1,99,525 1,06,968 - 9:1,557 

(2). Paper for forms and priming .•. 38,341 20,000 - 18,341 

'1' ot:~l · . :. 2,37,866 1,~6.968 -1,10,891:< 

In 1891 the entire cost of the abstraction stall amounted to . , 
Rs. 1,!l9,525; but tlus time the work of abstraction, tabulation ami 
supervision cost only Rs. 1,06,968. The abstraction establishment 
alone cost Rs. 86,742 less than what it did in 1891, while the up·keep·of 
the menials cost less by Rs. 3,086. 'fhe saving in office rent amount
ed to Rs. 595, the " Travelling allowance" and "Contingencies" 

. being responsible for .a saving of Rs. 3,737. Against these savings, 
there should be debited Rs. 1,462, the cost of furniture and Rs. 141, 
the cost of the maintenance of the Record establishmEl,llt. This gives 
a total net saving of l~s. 92,557 as shown above. The cost of paper for 
abstration slips, tabulation, working-Registers and compiL'Ition sheets 
has also come down from' Rs. 38,341 to Rs. 20,000, showing a saving of 
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ns. 18,3!1. This-·large saving is due to the f4Ct that the printin~ of the 
slips for abstr"action, the working:Bh£ets for tabulation and the r.: 
gj11ters for compilation was done at the Government Central Jail 
Pr·esfl, which involved no payment on the part of this office. Thus 
it ifl that we find we have r;aved Rs. 1,10,89~ under this head. 

28. c.-Superintendence. The cost of Superintendence for tl.IJ3 
Census of l!JOl was only Rs. 71,9!}!) as against Rs. 1,04,592 in 1891, 
showing a saving of Rs. 32,593. The two minor heads under which 
expenditure was incurred are:-

(1) the perHonal charges of tl~ Superintendent, 

(2) the EHtabliHhment and office charges. 

The expenclit·tre unde1· these hea<l!:l for· the last two Censuses is 
gi\•cn below :-

I 
(I) Pcr~onul char;:eg ···j 

As p•·r C'cn8u• 
of 1891. 

71,618 

As l"'r C'en~us 
uf 1SIOI. 

48,529 

DifferenCe. 

-23,089. 

• (2) E.tubJi,}uucut und office 1 l:?.
97 4 

I 
d1:u·g•·• ... i ____ a~--__:3,470 ~---~-'--9-,li-0_4_ 

Tornl : .. J· 1,04,5!)~ I 7l:!J:J9' j· -32,593 

'l'he •lecrease in the perHotml charges of superintendence 
waH due to the shorter period in which the ''ork was brought to an 
t•nd this time; wherea~ the fall in the Establishmeut charges wa~ due 
to the fact that the staff employed was smaller than the one enterbined 
in 18111. On the whole the expenditure incurred on the Census of 1901 
iM Hs. :?,48,404 us against Rs. 3,91,816 expended by Government alone in 
18111 or ngain11t Hs. 4,24,496, if we include Rs. 32,680 spent by Jayhir
<lars and Samastltmtiks on Enumeration. Iu other words, the expendi
ture in l!lOl is less than 58 per cent of the amount expended in 1891. 
'fhis gives Rs. 22-2-0 as the cost per 1,000 people censused at the pre
sen~ census, though the' cost was Rs. 33-15-5 or 36-13-0 in 1891, accord
ing as we exclude from, or include in, the total expenditure, the amount 
spent by t~1e Jayhit•dars and the Srimasthauiks. 

29. In conclusion, it may be pointed out that the aforesaid 
amounts have all been quoted in Balli Sicca Rupees; and taking Rs. 100 
(British Ourrency) as equiyalent in value to H. S. Rs. 125 (for this was 
the rnte of exchange that ruled in the market durfug the period 
in whicJt the expenditure was incurred), the total expenditure comes, 
in British Ourrency, to Rs. 1,97,123-2-3 as against Rs. 3,13,452-12-9 
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in 1891. This means that the cost for <.'('l!susin::: a pup11lat ion ,,f 1.000 
persons was Hs. i7-ll-2 in 1901 nml 1\s. :!7~2-s in l~!ll; and jf w .. 

leaye out of aceount the eust of tlu .. • !'lllfH't'intenderw" a11·l th e pa·i11 t. 
ing of the repm·t. the eost of enumet·ation, ab~tt·:u." tiotl and ('Oillpilatinn 

alone comes to H. S. Hs. H-1:!-1 or Hs. 11-1:!-l 'l (British l'unt•Jil'.Y l. 


