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SEC'r3:0NL 

j'J" Operations ~I iA~ ~~~~ _· 
. . . . . . . . .. 

1. lntroductoey.~Tbe ~nsu11 i~voh·~s the (olJ9lVlDI ~Fr~\iQP~ :~ .: · .. ': ; .~ 
(t). Preliminary OpC'~tiP.n~ · · · . · . ·. · . . . ..... · 
(2).· ·E.num~~~o.a 'Whicl:l i~~l9de, tb~ pr~ltp.~~rf nUi~: ~ ol. the S~'~ • 

dules, ~he final Census and the subp~is•ion_o~ Pf9~•\o.nal to~~. . .. ·: 

(3). AbsVacting the.figures by mean~ of !iUps. · . t' 
(4). Tabulation of the figures by perganas and to'T~~. • .. ·. ,.,1 

(5).· 9ompilatio-. of the resalts for the whol" Sttl*e, · .· ·. . . , .~. 
On previous occasions in 1881 and 1891- only operation~ (1) .an~.(!.) 

were carried out by State Agency, while for the rem!linder Gwnlior wa• ·. ~r~:~t~e4 
as part or Central Indi~ ~nd no sep.araie tables for. the Sto.te were prepa.r~sJ.·.~ 

!. Preliminary opsratioM.-Census operations.' began· )>y parcelling ou' 
the State into blocks of about ·so houses, each being place$!. i11 charge t.>£ an 
Enumerator. These were grouped into circles each consisting of JQ to+~· 
blocktt, ov~r which were appointed officers called ··Snpervison, :4. ~llectio~ · 
Of circles constituted a charge. which is the. sphere . or . duty of ·a 0 ch&l'gf.:. ~a... 
perintenderit. Aa it was deemed convenient to . make charges co~spQnd .wiJ~ 

• administ1·a.tive, rneoue or other existing divilSions1 they varied largely in size~· 
the smallest co1nta.ining 4.64 hou~s and the largest· !5,181.· For the tpost' p_qrt; 
a pargana or sub-division of a district was a. cho.rge under the Kamavisdar 
(TahsilJar), but liLl'ge to\~na. were forme4 illlQ separate' -charges. nnder the 
Xotwa.~ or Police Magistrate.· Supervi~ors were as a. rule :St-\e emp~oyeea of 
vario~s Depa.rtment3, and the. Enumerators wer~ literate pen.sons of all. c~~ssei 
whether State servants or private indiriduals. · A Census. Act issued by_ ~b!t 
Darbar made it incumbent on all persons to assist in the ope~tious if ~lee;! ~poo 
to do so by the Census' auth9ritiea. The necessary facts wer~ re~rded bY. eacb 

. Charge Superintendent in a register, which conto.ined the names ·or each ~ow~ 
or village, the nuruber of ho!lses, blocks and circles, and thtl na~_e$ of a he proposed 
Supet·visors ~ud Enumer11tors, ana a copy of this \Va.s sent to the Head Office for 
inspection and sanction. The whole of the Agencr employed up to the ta.kiDg 
o£ the Census was unpaid, and though some difficulty was experienced here a.nd 
there in finding qualified Enumerators, the task. waa achieve<t witb a very fair 
measure of success. 

The village reiistera having been compiled, and the Censas Agencj · 
. appointed, house-numbering was next undertaken. The· namberi were cons~ 
. eative throughout each town or "rillage, cxcep' in the ease. or large towns. 

where the different Mohallas or divisi<?ns were numbered in ~ separate series. 
to avoid the use of very high figures. This operation, cn.n be completed in a 
month or six weeks and should be put off t~ 111 la~e a ~ate as possible, aince · 
otherwise the numbers are apt to be defaced. Specia. ·provision had to be 
ma.de for the enumeration of· jails, and hospitals, which was generally ca.rried 
out by the stalE of those institutiona, for fairs . and other gathr.rings, and ~or 
wmcleriDg tribes. 
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These arrangements being complete, and u.ch class of Census Officer 
having received a coarse of instruction from the officer immediately above 
bim, all was ready for the actasl enameration. 

To facilitate the demar~tion of the Census divisions, maps wet"e prepared 
d each charge on which the Circles were marked~a very useful prol'ision. 

3. Enumeratio11.-The sched11les on whi:h the p~rticub.rs of each indivi
dual are recorded were despatched to Charge Superiatendcnts in time to· admit 
of their being distrib11ted to th~ s11bordinate officers before the commencement 
or the prel~min.uJ enoD;leration. This operation began 6 weeks before the 
night fixed lot the taking o£the Census, an(l was generally finished. iu· about 
3 weeks,. the remaining interval being utilised for checking entries and makin~r 
• . . Q 

corrections.· The 1st of March was fu:e1 for the great erent, · hence the preli-
minary enumeration began on· 15th January. 

The final Census,· which was· c:uried out between the ho11rs .of 1 and lJ 
on the night fixed, and was synchronous. throughout tha State, this CObsistl 
of the checking by the enumerators o£the entries &lrea.Jy mad~ in tbe sche
dule!, c11tting out i.bsentees, and a.dding new comers, tral'ellers and. others 
not previously included. One or two da.ys a.re then spent in compiling ahs· 
tracts of the schedales for each block, circle and ch:Lrge, , the result, n:1mely, 
number of houses, and of maleJ and fem1les, being immeJiately there~f'ter 
desp~tched to bead quarters by telegra:n or other expeJitious me~ns ~ccord. · 
inO" to circumstances. These are c:1lled the first totals, and the different 

0 

provioees vie with each other for the honour of placing these earliest in the 
hands of the Census Commissioner for India. It is a further object of. ambition 
to ensure such accuracy in the first totals tha.t there shall be as little variation 
as possible between them and the final total• as aubae'luentl~. tabulated. Tha 
nriation in Gwalior was:-

ToTAL. M.uEs.' Foa.Lzs. 
First total ... 2,931:490 1,537,95~: 1,393,535 
Final ... 2,929,621 1,536,663 1,392,958 ,, . . 

giving a decrease in the latter equal to ·OG. of the population. Nearly the 
whole of tMs error occurred in one ch:1rge, where the work was, I after.wards 
found, e:arelessly s11pervised by the Superintendent. 

-.. Contrary to the practice on pre>ious occasions, identical schedules . were 
prescribed for British Provin~es and Native States, the p:uticulara to be 

recorded being :-
(1) House Numbel'. 
(2) Serial N umber• 
(3) Name. 
(4) Religiou. 
(5) Sex. 
(6) Civil Conditiou. 
{7) Age. 
(8) C:aate, Tribe or Ra~ 
(9) Principal Occur•ation. 
(10) S11bsiJiary Occupatioa. 
(11) Dependeney. 
(12) Birth-Place. . 
(i3) . Language. · · 
(It) ;Literaey. • . 
(1~) .En,liah. .... ; 
{161 hfirmit1· 



• 
:: · · · ~fter the despatch of· the first ~otals, the Charge Superintendenti·were· 

"J'equired.to pack '!oDd send off without delay all the ~books of Schedules (each: 
block having a. separate book) to Head Quarters at Lashkar, where the subse

. quent operations were to be conducted in a single office. 

1Ae Attitude of the penple.-The population universally accepted the 
·Census in a highly philosophical and satisfactory mann·er, and practically no· 
difficulties were experienced. It is evident that the people are · becoming 

.accustomed to the regularly recurring event, and findii;lg it does them no harm 
raise no objections and feel little or no apprehension. Formerly the idea generally 
was that enumeration was a preliminary to new taxation a:nd t~at the 'numbers 
placed on houses had a. sinister purpose, but these ~maginations seem now· to be · 
things of the past Even the timid and primitive a:ti~i_stic tribes appear to have 
showed no uneasine~s, and to have been scheduled ~ith as little friction as the 
rest of the population. During my inspections I invariably· ~ade inquiries on 
the subject from the Census Staff and frqm district Officers, and ·one and all de
clared that they had not found, nor did they anticipate, any opposition. or ob· 

. st~nct.ion. It is true that one or two reports were received. of pers~ns d~ciining 
to act as Enumet·ators, and a few othe1·s to the effect tha.t house · numbBrs h'ad 
been ivtentionally defaced, but the provisions of the Census Act wer"e auffi· 
-cient to deal with these cases. One solitary instance occuri·ed of a man, an 
official of the State, refusing to tell his wife's age, but a little persuasion over-

. came his reluctance. Some mild bewilderment was caused bythe p1·oclamation about 
not going to bed or putting out lights till the Enuinet·a.tor ~ad passed~ ~nd I 
was told of some servants in Morar Cantonment sitting ~n their doorsteps with 
trembling limbs and lighted lamps awaiting they knew not what. But thest 
-eases of whatever kind were fe\V and isolated arid are the e:tceptions whick 
prove the rule· that the Census is no\V regarded as a ha~mless event. 

As to the treatment of the people by the Censas Agency, strict ·orders 
·were issued that the real object of the Census should be explained to ·all, .and 
that no one should be treated with harshness. No· complaints reached my office 
of the couduct of the Census Officers in this respect. 

5. .Abstraction, Tabulation a11l Compilation-These three processes tranS: 
form the raw materials of the schedules into the finished articles, the :final tables. 

Abstraction consists in the gt·ouping of the in~ividual eutries ~f the books 
by classes, such as, sexes, religions, castes, occupations, and the like, and in 
giving the totals of these classes for· email territ<:>ria.l units, such as villages; 
tabulation combines these toca.ls by large units, such as Tahsils, while Compila
tion arranges the tabulation totals by Districts, Provinces or States. 

6. Abstraction by Slips.-The great distinguishing feature of this, the first 
·census of the 20th Century, is the introduction of the slip system for abstraction 
in place of the old "ticking" system, which had previously been always used in 
India. I have never seen the old system :it work, but there can be no doubt that 
it is incompambly inferior to the new one in speed. and accuracy. 

Shortly, the system is as follows :-

The particulars recorded in the schedules are extracted on one or two 
slips, accordi11g to the method adopted, for each individual. To save labour in 
writing, certain particulars are denoted by the colcur and others by the shape 
~f the slips. When all particulars have been thus extracted, the slips can be 

-sorted in. any number required for the various . ta.~les in turn, e. j., by ages 
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birth-plaee, cute or 10 en. Two slips were used in~e Gw&lior Office Cor each·. 
penon, mu\ed respecti\"ely A and B! but otherwise identi.:al iD size and_ shape.· 

OA A aUp were entered:
L SecL 
I. ,, .. 
3. Cute. 

· 4.. Literacr. 
S. Eagt~h. 

6. lo~rmities. 

0~ B alip were entered:~ 
1. Caste~ 

!. Principal Oc~apation. 
3. Sobsid!ary Occopation •. 

- 4. D~pe"'odeoey. 
5.· Birtb-rlace. 
6. llotber tongue. 

' The ~loar of the slips indicated religion an·l were selected as follows :-
Brown for Hindus. 
Half bleached for l.tabommedan~. 
:Magenta for J a ins. 
Green for Animists. 
Telegraphic red for others. 

The shape of the slips denoted se:x and civil condition. A rectangular slip-· 
1ignified a ma.rried male;a ~lip with therightband top comer cut off, a marrieil 
female. For the unmarried both lower corners were cut off nnd for the widowed 
a wedge-shaped peice was cut out at the lower end. There would thus be with · 
religion, sex and civil condition combined, 30 difterent kinds of &lips. 

1. To work the system, gangs of copyists were engaged. ~rresponding-· 
.. to the number of districts in the State, with one Supervisor and five Checkers 

to ench gang. Each copyist hmd a set or 30 pi~eon-lioles iri which were
arrnnged a. supply of every difFerent kind of slips. The unit of abstraction 
being the Tillage, the book or books for ·one village nt a. time were served 
out to each copyist who then proceeded to select one A and one B slip 
of the correct sort and to copy the requisite particulars on them from the· 
books. When one village waa finished, the slips were. compared with 
the books by checkers, tied in bundles or 100, wrapped in the books to which 
they belonged ancl returned to the Supervisor. Thus village by_TiiJage the 
district was finisbed. The avernge number or persons (2 slips per person) 
abstracte4 per day by one copyist was during the first month 15S, in the second. 
month 257, and a rew amart men did as many as 450. The time occupied by 
abstraction.\\"as from 12th March 1901, to 1st June 1901, or ne3r1y 12 week,. 
The system is .extremely simple and ran be worked by men of very slender
rducational, q~lification, but checking at every stage is essential. As cotiJpared 
with the ''ticking" system, it is quicker, and errors are more readily detected_ 
and capable of being rorrec~ without the aid of Cadging. 

S. Slip &rtin9 and TahuZ,lticJn.-The unit of tabulation wu the pergana, _ 
(tahsil) or the town. To tabulate the figures, it is first necessary to sort. 
alips for ea.c:h uble,, the result being entered by the Sorteri in Tabulation· 
F..egisters, which are artenrards combined for the pergana by the Su~rrisor .. 
Sorting by Jex and religion was done in the abstraction oftice, EO that when the · 
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~lips came tl) the tabulation section, 2 Sorters took chnrge of tb.e A slip (one 
of males an•l the other of f~males) and 2 ~ore of the B slips. The first piece 
of sorting to he bP.gun by the tabulation office \Vas for civil condition, a plan 
which formed a final check on the cort·ectness ofthe ab~tr-.1ction. 

From the A slip the followinz tables were prepared:-

YH. Age, sex: and civil condition. 

\'II I. Education. 

IX. Education by Selected cae.tes, Tribes or Races. 

xu. 
XUA. 

XIV. . 
.XVII. 

Infirmities. 

Infirmities by Selected Castes, Tribes ot· Races. 

Ci vii C()ndition by Age for Selected Caste,~ • 

Territorial Distribution of the Christian population by Sects 
and H.ace. ' · · 

XVIII. Europeans, Armenians nncl Enrasi:ms by Age. 

From the B slips the following Tables were prepared :

X. Language. 

XI. Birt~·place. · . 

XIII. Caste, Tribe,.Race or Nationality. 

, XV. Occupation or means of livelihood. 

XV ~\. Subsidinry occupation~ combined . with selected principal 
occupation. · , 

X VI. Caste, Tribe and Race by Traditional and Actual Occupation. 

Table VI. Religion wu made up from Register No. I, k{lpt in the Abs· 
traction office. 

I 

Tabulation by slips is a rapid procellS and only requires careful supervi· 
sion to check carelessness or scamping O'f work. It was commenced after the 
abstraction work was well in hand, and both were carried on concurrently, 
until the latter was complete, after which tabulation proc~eded alone. The 
tabulation office was opened on 1st of May 1901 and the proct-ss was finished on 
the lOth of August 1901; The average speed of work in slip sorting waa. 
.2,712 per man per day all round, bu' certain tables are m..~ch mo1·e difficult an~ 
laborious than others. 

9. Compilation.-This is a very laborious process, and requires much 
care and patience, but it is not necess~ry to desct·ibe it here in d~tail, as the 
l~resent Census diJ not introduce any essentially new features into it, so far as 

· I know. 

10. Cost of the Census.-No complete accounts are for~hcomin~ for tbe
Censu~ of 1891, and none of any ki11d for that of 183 L. In 1he former year 
only the operations ending with the enumeration of the people were performed 
by State Agency, the remainiug work having been carried out either by the
J.,olitical Agencies or in the Cent1·al Office at Iu:lore. "I m_ay, however, give
the cost of the present Census and compare it as far ns rossible with 1891. The 
cost up to the Enumeration stage ·was Rs. 1J,681-5-0 or a small fraction 
under Rs. -1 per thousand of the population. · This exp•nditure a'one can be 
compared with 1891, when the amoun't of expenditure was ovel' Rt. 67,000. 
This great exceu is largely due to the employment of paid Agency at the 
la~t ~nsmr, a large sum hlving been spent on Supervisors and En.llmerators. 
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Abstraction cost llearly the same, R.:>.ll.S53, which must be, in my opinion, fa
1 

less than the corresponding expenditure in 1891, for the work: has been dou~ 
with moch greater speed. This again gi~es a rate of nearly Rs. 4 per thousand. 
T:abnlation cost Rs. 6,751 or about Rs. 2/3 per thousand and compilation up to 
the end of January 1902 Rs. 6,428·14- 6 or about Rs. 2-3 per thousand. Ic is 
e~timated that &boat Rs. 2,500 mo~e will be required to complete this operatilln 
a total of say Ra. 10,000, which gives a rate or about Rs. 3/6. Allowin; 
a suanof Rs.&15 000 for the printing of the Report, we have a total of ahou'; 
n$. 5S,OOO, or a little over Ra. 18/U~per lhonsand. This result ia probahly 
higher tLau the ra~e of large pro\"iuces will be, for in a sm:..ll population many 
charges must work out to a higher ratio than where the people are counted by 
tens o£ millions. I may mention also that the indent for schedules nd other 
Enumeration forms as well as for slips ~as calculated for a possible popu:alation 

. of four millions, whereas the actaal number proved to be onder three m Jlions. 
On the other hand, it should be noted that I, as Census Commissioner, anJ the 
Assistant Census Commissioner for llalwao who was in: charge of the early opna
tions in that divi$ion, worked without remuneration and in addition to our or
dinary duties, and further that the Superintendent and Assistant Superintendent 
or the Central Office received only a deputation allowance from the Census 
Department, their salaries being paid by the Educational Department to which 
they belonged, while for the Supervisors of ths Abstraction office, who were 
chiefly officials of the Land Records and Revenue Departments a similar provi
Eion was made. Had special- officen been employed for all these duties 
a considerably larger expenditure would have been ·incurred. The Travelling 
ullowance is a small item, because while on toar I combined School with 
Cenaua inspection, the upense being borne by the Education Budget. 

SECTION II. 
Tnz GwALIOR STATL · · 

t. A.reCJ of th6 State.-The Gwalior State, the dominion of the Sindhia 
family, is ~itaated in Central India and is. by far the Jargest of the nnmerooli 
principalities comprised in this area. It consists of two well defined parts which
may roughly be called the Northern and the Southern. The former is a com
pact mass of territory, 16,019'96 square miles in extent, bounded on the North 
and North-west by the Chambal river, which separates it from the British districts 
of Agra and Etawab, and the Native States o£ Dholpur, Karauli, and Jaipur 
cf Rajpntana; en the East by the British districts of Jalauo, Jh~si. Lalitpur 
and Saugor; on the South . by th~ States oC B~opal, Tonk, KhiTchipur and 
Rajgarh, and on the West by those of Jhalawar, Tonk, and Kotah of Rajputana. 
The southern or Mal wa portion, on the othPr hand, is made up of detached or 

15emi-detached districts, between each of which are i"lterposed p:uts of other 
States, which again are mixed up with each other in the most bewildering 
intricacy. The area of these districts taken together is 8,021·1.2 squ:are miles. 
This gives a total for the State of 25,0!1 ·os 0 square miles. To this figure, 
ouo-ht to be added the areas of a number of Esb.tes. situated within the limits of 
G :ali or and tributary to it, bat guar:mteed by the British Government; but the 
Census Operations for t!lese were 

0 
carried out under the Census Superintendent 

fvr ~ntral India, and the figures have not been supplied to me, nor do I expecc 
them to be supplied in time to be used for this report. Still another complica· 
tion sboulJ. be Doted. The Chiefs of s:>me of the petty States h~Id of the 
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-Gwalior Darbar Yillagcs which are not guaranteed but leased hy them ori ::t pathl. 
or settlement. The figures for these, :m almost uegligiLle quantity, nre included 
in the area of the whole State~ .Again I haxe included in the figures given 
aboYc the areas of the Jagirs, which are an integral part of the State. Most 
of these are comparati,·ely small. but a few weie considered large enough to be 
con,.;titutcd separate census divisions, the enumeration of- "·hich was carried 
out by the J agirdat·s tl1emsel ves. 

On preYious occasions the nrea of the State appears to have been consider
ably exaggerated, for in Hunter's Imperial Gazetteer it is given as over 29,000 
square miles. The figures used in this Report are according to tht Iatc::;t 
sur\·cy hy the Land Records Department and are without doubt accurate. 

~. Administratirc and Political Didsions.-With an area, then, somewhat 
less than Scotland, the Gwalior State is divided for administrative purposes into 
3 Prants or d'ivisions each administered by a. Sar Subah or Commissioner. 
1wo of these divisions, callecl the Gwalior and Isaga.rh Prants, make up what 
1 have described as the Northern part of the State, while the thirJ or Ma.lwa 
Prant includes all the Gwalior districts situated in Malwa. 

The Gwalior Prant contains nominally 7 district3 or Sub:1ts, but as oqe of 
these consists only of 8 villages au l was formed for the purpose of instructing 
_young men in State work, it need not be counted separately. The other two 
Prants are each divided into six districts. The chief district officer is called the 
Subah. The Subat again is sub-divided into 3 or 4 Perganas or Tahsils, under 
~he jurisdiction of Kamavisdars or T~hsildars. These are the Revenue units. 

Large towns arc few and far between. Lashkar and Ujja.in alone have any 
c.bim to be so desct·ibed, the former being the largest in Central India. 

Nothing will illustrate better the nriety and complexity of jut·isdiction. 

~ Gwali,•r Agency. 
Malwa. , 
Bhopal , 
Bhopawar , 
lndore 
:\lewar 

, 
" 

in Central India generally as well as in Gwa.lior, than the 
fact that the territ::>ry of the State is distributed over no 
less than six Political .Agencies, as m•trginall y noted.* 

Politically Gwali:~r forms part of the Central India. A~eucy 
or area under the political charge of. the Agent t > the 

GoYcrnor-Genern.l for Central India. The 2 Prants of Gwalior and Isa
garh cume wholly nnder the Resident at Gwalior, nnd th':) greater p1rt of 
~lahm Prant under the Politicn1 Agent for ~lalwa, but sm1.ll porti~ri:. 
are also included in the Bhopal, (comprising the perga.na.s· of Shujalpur, 
Sonkach, and Tappa Sundarsi, District Shajapur), Bhopawar (comprising 
Amjhera District) and Indore (comprising the Jagirs of Neori and Bhonrasa 
District Shajapur). Agencies of Central India, and one pergana. (Ganga· 
vur, District Nimach) in the Mewar Agency of Rajputana. 

3. Natuml Divisio11s.-Since many of the subsidiary table~ in thi.i 
report will be preparei by natural diYision~1 it will be convenient to 
]llrticulal"ise them iu t'ILS plac~. Ac::orJing t•) th~ s:!hemes iBu:d by the 
Census Commissioner for Indi<1 the whole of the State is included in the 
Central lnlian Phteau. This, though accurate enough when deJ.ling with 
~uch an enormous area ai the entire Indian Continent, dle3 not give a strictly 
true i,lca of the St ~t ~ a~ a. sep:mtte unit of p:>pulati m. I therefore venture to 
employ a. scheme of nLtUr:ll divisions som~what more in detail. The:;e <livi· 
sic•n"' c)rre3po:ll :n clo.;ely to the a-l!D.inistrativc! divisions th~t by a very s~ight 
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re-:lrJ'3ngement o£ the latter a good idea of the former will be obtained. 
There being no high m:mntains in the State, natara.l dh·isions may he· classi--
fied into Plain, Plateau and Hilly country. The plain country extends from 
the line of the Chambal Ri\"er in the extreme North of the State southwards 
about SO milea witb :L maximnm width (rom East to W' est of about 120 miles.-
and to all intents and purposes coincides with the Gwalior Pr~nt already men· 
tioned, the area of which is 5,88j square miles.. This plain, though sprinkled 
in itt Southern portion with low hills, has generally nn ele\"ation or only a 
few hundred feet abo\"e the sea level. For instance, the height of Gwalior · 
Railway Station is 697f feet above sea le\"el. ·.In the summer season, the eli-~ 
mate is very hot, the shade temperature rising frequently to 112• F, but in. 
the winter months from No\"ember to February iuclusi\"e it is usually tempe· 
ntc and for short periods extremely cold. Unfortunately no regular record 
~C temp11~ture baa been kept in ony part of the State. The anarage rainfall 
o£ this region was said to be about 30 inches, but 'the lnst decade has been 
a period on the whol~ of short rainfall, artd distress on account of famine. 
Hence the yearly a\"erage since. 1896, the first year in which a regular district 
record was kept, bas been only about 21 inches. . 

South of this tract there is a gradual ascent to the Central India Plateau, 
nnd by the time Sipri, the head quarters o£ lsagarh Prant is reached, we are 
1,515 feet nbove the sea. On this Plateau lies the remainder of Gwalior State 
namely, the entire pr.1nts of lsagarh and Malwa, with the exception of the • 
small di~trict of .Amjhera in the extreme ~outh. Th.e area of this division ·-is ·-
17 ,855·6-1 square milei and its general elevation about 1,500 feet above the .sea •. 
The principal points are Sipri 1,515 feet, Bajrangarh 1,869, Bbilsa 1,546, 
Ujjain 11745, Agar 1,723, Mandsaur 1,516, Nimach 1,616, and .Shajapur 1999. 
The Isagarh Prant with a maximum breadth of about 100 miles extends south· 
wards about 160 miles towards the southern districts of the llal \\'& Prnnt,. 
which stretches thence to the North· West about 190 miles in a broken series of · 
districts. The map will show more clearly than a verbal description . how the 
territory lies. -

The effect of the elevation of this region is most evident in its mode rat~ 
climate as compared with the plain country during the summer, while the win· 
ter is warmer and more equable. The average rainfall recorded for this 
division since 1895 is 2S inches, which appears to be nearly equal to the pre• 
vious a\'erage, though owing •to the absence of regular registration it is
difficult to speak: with certainty. But it may be noted that in one year, viz.,. 
1899 there was an almost complete failure of rain in the Malwa portion of the· 
pbteau, and io 1900 there was an excessive faJI in mos~ districts. 

The remaining portion of the State, classed as billy, compri11es only the 
small district of Amjhera with an area o£ 1301•44 square miles. . This is known·. 
as the Bhil country, and lies among the Vandhya mountains with a· mean 
elevation of about .1,808 feet above sea level. The rainfall of this tract was 
first regular It recorded in 1897, and since then shows an average of 23 inches •. 
In the two years 1899 and 1900 the monsoon was very weak, the resuJt being 
a senre .famine which is hardly yet at an end and which has caused great 
distress among the unfortun:ate Hhil population. 

or the three natural divitions the plateaa possesses the most fertile soil!' 
the prevailing class being what is known as black cotton, but the low-lying 
plain has the densest popu]ation. • 

t The elnaticll giv-to ill t 1•e sun-ey map of 1,0~!1 fett most be that of a hill iu the aeighbourhoJd. 



{ 9 ). . 

4. Historical.-The Sindhia family, in whose possesesion the i~rritories: 
just described now are, belongs to the· :Mahratta nation· arid. hailed from the· 
J)eigbhourhood of Poona. · Their fust appearance in central Indfa, was .~arJy. ill; ' 

\,. • • w ~ • -- < 

the 18th century in the person of Ranoji, the. whilom commander : oC ·the first· 
Peshwa's bodyguard, who held part of :Malwa in :fi~f and fixed his capital at 
the famous town of Ujjain; but the real founder of the State of Gwalior was . . 

Ranoji's son and successor, Madhoji or !Iadhava Rao. This remarkable man after 
narrowly escaping with his life from· the terrible slaughter o£ Panip:i.t in 1161 . 
obtained from the Peshwa, though with some difficulty, a . re-gr~nt or his 
father's possessions in Central India. From this time forward his rise. ~aa 
steady and rapid.. He abandoned the irregula.r method of warfare associated 
with the Mahratta name, formed regular brigades and battalions. and. proceeded 
to consolidate as well as extend his power. Though nominally a deputy of the 
Pesbwa, he became ·eventually ruler of a ·nst territory including the greater 
part of Central India and the districts North·west of the Chambal as far as 
Delhi, while his lieutenants exact~d tribute from the high born chiefs of ."Raj• 
putana. His occupation of Delhi gave him possel!sion of the person of· the! 
Emperor and the authority of his name. There can be no doubt that he looked 
with suspicion and apprehension on the growing power of. the. ·British, but 
!ladho Rao was a born :Statesman as well as a military c<>mma.nder; and- he 
therefor~ wisely avoided any serious collision wi~h thein •. The co~sequence o£ 
his prudence was that at his death in 1794 he was master of a vast dominion, 
and_ though still in name a deputy, he in reality wielded _all the prestige con· 
tained in the name of the Great Moghal. The best justification of· his p<;Jlicy is 
t.o be found in the fate of his successor, Paulat Rao. This yonng chief enter-·: 
ed into a confe~eratio11 against the British power .with the result that his fotces 
lVere utterly defeated in a series of battles ending with Laswari, and he ~as 
compelled to sign the treaty of Sarji Anjangaom in 1804, which stripped hi_m of: 
his territories north of the Chambal and South of the Ajanta Hills •. By. a num• 

. her of _subsequent treaties the State was· fixed at its pres~ri~ dimen~ions. · . . · . ~ 
Thus the Sindhias and their £ollow~rs -\,·ere a conquering_ race who esta~· 

lished themselves by . force of arms· in . the country they now gov:ern, their 
occupation being c~nfirmed by the British. Government when jt.rbecame the 
paramount power. .The year 1818 may be taken as the date at. which this 
result was brought abou~ ·The Peshwa's kingdom came to an end, as did that 
d Nagpur, while Holkar ·and Sindhia were bonnd by definitive treaties. But 
durmg the years preceding 1818, Central India was .in a state of utter anarcp.y 
:md chaos. The contest· between the various 1\lahratta chiefs and the indifference 

. lihown to the sufferings or the native inhabitants must have roused a. terribl~ 
depopulation of the country and may partly account for the sparse~ess of it~ 
population at the present day. 

Since the turbulent days of the·. Pindaris, order and good government 
Lave been .gradually established under the aegis of British rule •. The )ate 
Maharaja Jiyaji Rao Sindhia remained staunch durin~ the Mutiny of 1857, ancl 
was rewarded with the. districts of Nimnch and Amjhera, w bile he left to his · 
son a prosperous dominion, and ample resources. Since the present chief, His 

· llighneEs Colonel Sir Madho Rao Sindbia, G.C.S.I., attained his majority. the 
~mini~tration has been brought more and more into line with modern require-
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ll}etns, the country has been opened up by ro:d~ nod railways, ani eY~ry year 
~ces the inauguntion of new schemes for improvement:n.nd progre.s~, intcrr'up~ 
ed or retarded, it is true, by the-periodical famines which scourge the country, 
but steadily pursued in spite of these cahmities. 

. 6. '17ie J/tdiatised Stau~.-A t the close o£ the Pinda.ri wa.r the distri~tt 
()f Mnlw~ and Central ln~ia were in so disorganised a state as to be. unsafe even 
!or troops to pass through. It ha·l 'been the policy of the chief !hhratta 
powers during the preceding years of.e.narcl1y to reduce to subjection the petty 
Rajput chiefs within their influence. The l!ahratta leaders parcelled ·out the 
districts among themselves, and thus at ~he introduction of the British Power, 
the smallest States were found under tribut:lry obligations to Sindhia. or other 
Mahratta chiefs. The tributuy claims were in some cases well defined, but 
generally varied with the power to exact them. Many of the sinaller chiefs, 
who had been driven from their possessions, found refuge in ihe hill. fastnesses 
and jungles o.nd avenged themselves by le.vying contributions £rom, or destroy• 
ing the detached villages which haJ been &eized by, the stronger powers •. 
Their example was followed by men, who, having no claims to territory, had. 
influence enough to ~ther round them a suffident body of robber followers t" 
make themselves £eared. Unable to suppress such outrages, the larger States 
were obliged to purchase the good will of the plundering leaders by allowin«P . o. 
them a share of the revenues of their districts as black-mail or tankha on con• · 
dition of their abstaining from aggression11. In the midst of this confusion• · 
all parties called in the interference of the British Government who undertook. 
the ta.sk of bringing order out of chaos. The policy it pursueJ was to dPc!artY 
the permanency of the rights existing at the time on conJition of the mainten
nnca· of order ; to adjust and guarantee the relation of such chiefs as owed mere· 
subo~dination or tribute, so as to deprive the stronger powers of ~ pretext for 
interference in their affairs ; and to induce the plundering leaders to betake 
themselves to peaceful pursuits either by requiring their superior& to grant them 
lands under British guarantee, or by guaranteeing to them payments equivalent 
to the tanX:has which they levied. · . 

Such· was the ori.,.in oC the "Mediatised '• or guaranteed States mentioned 
in para. 1 of this section of chapter I. 

1. Explanat.>ry.-Tbe present is the first Census report forthe Gwalior State 
~xc~pt one on the. operations of the Census left on record by Rao Raja Ragh11 
Nn.th Rao Dinkar, Census Commissioner in 1891. On.that occasion the figures 
for Gwalior were abstracted and tabulated under the orders of the Political Offi
cers oC. the different Ag~ncies .in which the State lies, and were finally compiled 
by_ Politi~\ Agenci~s at Indore under the superintendence of t~e Census Supe:· 
intendent for Central India. Thus though the total population ofth~ state lB 

1891 can be ascertained and compared with 1901, complete comparison is not 
possible in· other respects. • It should further be noticed that the schedule for 

native States in 1891 contained only the following particulars:-Sex, 



Age, Religion, Caste, Birth·place, Occupation, while the British India 
schedule which contained other particulars , such as, Education~ Civil 

'Condition, lnfirmities, etc., was only used for the enumeration or Canton~ 
ments 'and Agency Headquarters~ of the Railway population and or" European' 
resident3_in Native States, At ·the present Census a uniform schedule was 
.adopted throughout. The Census of 1881 which was the first taken ·for Cen· 
tral India. gives still fewer materials· for comparison thim that o£ 1891, and 
was admittedly unreliable and inaccur11te. It will.be evident then that the re
port which follows will be rather a basis of compa~ison for future' occasions 
than a record of progr~ss and change in the past. 

After the work or Compilation had made considerable progress, figures 
for the Rail way population resident in stations in Gwalior territory were re· 
-ceived from Indore. This was a complete surprise as no previous · intimation: 
was given on this point, and several tables had to be revised1 but.the' Superin
tendent for Central India consented that the railway figures should only be in
cluded in the first 6 tables,~a.nd that in the .others a note should be added 
to the effect that . these figures were excluded. It would have been more 

·-convenient had this railway population been completely eensused in the 
Gwalior ·office. 

It will be observed that. in most of the subsidiary tables: I have .not 
:given percentages by districts but by Natural D!visions;. lly reasons are that 

· the population of the State districts is in most cases small and· that the pre-; 
paration of these tables by Districts threatened to take more time than could' 
be spared, 

' ' ' / 

Gwalior, in common with Central India, labours· under · the great disad-
vantage that no Gazetteer of the state ~xists, and the articies in Hunters• 
Imperial Gazetteer are generally meagr~ as is inevitab1~ ,in . a wor~ dealing 
with the whole of India. lialcolm's account of Central India. is, o£ course, 
-excellent, bnt no~ . up·to·date. ·. 

Moreover, Gwalior State from its situa.tion presents few 'points of speciality 
in respect of population. In the North and East it borders on the N'?rth
W estern Provinces and has affinities with them,· in the South and West with 
the North· Western Provinces., Central Provinces and many Native States; ancl 
it is besides mingled with. the other States of Centr~l India, so that its in-
terest tends to be absorbed in that of the'Ia.rger area. · 

I may be allowed to mention here that the whole of the Censn~ work .. w~~ 
-catTieJ out concurrently with my ordinary duties and henceic was 'not possible 
for me to give my undivided attention to it; the result being that within the 
time allowed barely the fringe of the wide subjects included in the Tables: 
-could be touched, and that I could not exercise the amount of personal 
supcrvisi9n that I should have wished. I consider the various Census opera
tions· to have been on the whole car:ied out with creditable accuracy when 
the inexperience of the entire Agency is considered, but here and there 
want of care has undoubtedly resulted in mistalies. In this connection I would 
specially mention the case of the Amjhera district, the figures for which are in 
some cases so extraordinary that I shrink from attempting to araw any con
dusions from them. Even, however, with all allowances~ I am fully conscious of 
the 'defects in the following pages dne not to anything in the nature or the 
subject or to the deficiencies o£ the instruments employed but to the imperfec
tions of the writer. 
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8 •. · A,,lnowledgmenu.-It is impos~ible to partieularise by name all wha

have gfven _assisbnce to me in the oper~tions or the Census. For the purpose 
pf Eaup:Ieration 8very State Dep~rtment ai well.s.sprivateindi\"idualswerecallell' 
upon for _aid and to all thanks are due. The staff o£ the Land Records De. 
partmcnt was employed at !'"ery stage, in Enumera,ion, in preparation of mars. 
in supplying statements of area, irrig11tion w:>rks and rainfall, and in the abs· 
traction and tabulation offices." Several of the men did excellent work and I 
was m~ch indebted to the Director of Land Record& for so unreservedly placing 
Lis officials at my disposal. The rennne officers, Sar Subas, · Subas, and' 
and Kamavisdars, especially the last, had a considerable addition to their ordinary 
\Vo~k, and on the whole co-operated with ine efficiently and loyally. The same 
praise iS: iue to the Kotwali of Lasbkar and Ujjain, who had charge of those· 
hoo towns. The former took up the work after the 1\lunicipality bad £ailed 
to deal with it. ;:I'he Assistant Census Commisioncr for Malwa, Babu Pura.Il 
Chnnd, carried out the preliminary operations and tl1e Census itsdf for that area 
in an able and careful manner. I h:n·e also to acknowledge the assistance or 
tLc two committees formed at Lashkar nnd Ujjain to collect inrormation regard· 
ing castes and oLher matters. Each was presided over by the Principal of the 

college, P:mdits Pra~ Nnth nnd B· N. Dbekne .M.A. nnd both did their best to 
furnish the information asked for. 

As to the Head Office, my Personal Assistant, Rai Sahib Pandit Dwarka 
Nath Sheopuri, was Superintendent and managed the ,vorking of the uifferent 
operations with much ability and devotion. By thoroughly mastering the pro
cesses leading up ~rom Abstraction to Compilation, he was able to watch over 
the details of the .. work, and thna from beginning to end afforded me the most 
,·aluable assistance.. Tlte Assistant Superintendent. M. Haq Dad· Khan, a's0: 
·worked diligently apd consci~ntiously. I h:we also to thank Professor Gyan 
Dass, M. A., of thej V_ictoria College .and his .. co-adjutors for their diligence. in 
pl"eparing the figures for the Subsidiary tables-a· tusk requiring great care and 
labour. . · · 

Finally and aooY~ all, Hi~ Highness the_ Maha_raj:\ Siudhia ·always gave ~ 
me his countenance and sitpport and by t>mpowering me to draw upon the ser~ · 
'\·ices of every Depnrtment:ensured such success as my labours have attained •. 


