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Foreword.

As I have written quite a number of articles on industrial
and financial questions of China for various publications, I
think it may be useful to put some of my research studies
together, and publish them in book form, to furnish reference
for those who are interested in these questions. The result
of this is the present volume. Many of the earlier articles
have been thoroughly revised, some practically rewritten,
and a good deal of new data are added which have been
collected by the Investigation Department of the Bureau of
Economic Information under my charge during the last
seven years. The twenty odd statistical tables which
appear in different parts of the book are compiled from
various official publications, and give the essential features
of the original data in the most condensed form convenient
for comparison and analysis. They may be said to
constitute the principal industrial and financial statistics of
China, '

My thanks are due to Mr. W. H. Donald, Acting
Director of the Bureau of Economic Information, Dr. Ta
-Chen, Chief Statistician of the same Bureau, and my wife
for their valuable suggestions and help in reading the
proofs.

D. K. Liewv.

Peking, China, August, 1927.
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