
SERVANTS OF JNDIA SOCIETY'S LIBRARY, 
, POONA 4 

eN V~7'. M4 ~I 
AcN .120084. 1 0 APR 1968 
Date of release for loan 

This book should be returnea on or before the 
date last mentioned below. 

, An overdue charge of 5 paise will be levied 
• for each day the book is kept beyond this date. 

l2.5 Jh,. 2.0U7 

A. B.P.P. 



THE FOUNDER OF 
MODERN EGYPT 



THE FOUNDER OF 
EGYPT MODERN 

A STUDY OF 

MUHAMMAD 'ALI 

BY 

HENRY DODWELL 
Professor of the History tmtl Culture of 

the British Dominions in Asia, in 
the Universi!JI of Lorukm 

.. Je n' ai Jait en Egypte que " que lu Angw 
om Jail awe lruks" 

MUHAMMAD 'ALI TO BOISLBCOMTB 

CAMBRIDGE 
AT THE UNIVERSITY PRESS 

193 1 

REPRINTED 

1967 



Published by the Syndics of the Cambridge University Press 
Bentley House, 200 Euston Road, London, N.W. 1 

American Branch: 32 East 57th Street, New York, N.Y. 10022 

PUBLISHER'S NOTE 

Cambridge University Press Library Editions are reissues of 
out-of-print standard works from the Cambridge catalogue. The 
texts are unrevised and, ·apart from minor corrections, reproduce 
the latest published edition. 

First published 1931 
Reprinted 1967 

12.00'84-

First printed in Great Britain at the University Printing House, Cambridge 
Reprinted in the United States of America 

Library of Congress Catalogue Card Number: 31-22265 



CONTENTS 

Preface page vii 

Chap. I The Rise of Muhammad' Ali 1 

II The Pillar of the Empire: Arabia and 
the Sudan 39 

III The Pillar of the Empire: the Greek War 68 

IV The Algerian Interlude and the Con-
quest of Syria 94 

V The Idea of an Arab Empire and the 
Overland Routes 125 

VI The Second Syrian War and the collapse 
of Muhammad 'Ali's plans 154 

VII Muhammad 'Ali's Government in Egypt 192 

VIII Muhammad 'Ali's Government in Crete 

Index 

and Syria 242 

Conclusion 259 

269 



PREFACE 

The following pages constitute an endeavour to escape 
from the traditional hero of French and villain of 
English writers, and to ascertain by a study of original 
materials what Muhammad 'Ali really did. In many 
respects this task has become much easier oflate years 
than ever it was before. A large amount of most im
portant matter has been published by the Societe 
Royale de Geographie d'Egypte, under the wise 
patronage of His Majesty King Fouad. Its publications 
include French, English and Italian documents of 
great interest and value. 

Besides these I have examined in detail the reports of 
our own agents preserved among the records of the 
Foreign Office and the India Office. 

By the courtesy of M. Cattaui I have been enabled 
to make use of the yet unpublished reports of the Rus
sian consuls-general, especially those of Count Medein, 
the Russian agent during the most critical period of 
Muhammad 'Ali's career. 

Lastly, by the permission of His Majesty King Fouad, 
I have been enabled to examine valuable series ofletters 
and orders issued by Muhammad 'Ali to his principal 
officials. 

In this connection I must acknowledge the special 
assistance of M. Deny and M. Gelat Bey, who always 
found time to afford me help whenever I needed it in 
the course of my work at Cairo. 



viii PREFACE 

lowe special acknowledgments to M. Georges Douin 
and to Professor L. M. Penson-to the first for the ex
tensive use I have made of the volumes which he has 
contributed to the series published by the Societe Royale 
de Gcographie d'Egypte, and to the second for reading 
my proofs and favouring me with valuable criticisms. 

School of 0rimIIIl SIuIliu, 

FiIIs~ Cirelli, Lmdo". 

H.D. 
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