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INTRODUCTION. 

Two generations ago the average American 
biographer was certainly a marvel of turgid and 
aimlesa verbosity j and the repntations of our 
early statesmen have in no way proved their 
vitality more clearly than by surviving their 
entombment in the pages of the authors who 
immediately succeeded them. No one of the 
founders of the Constitution has suffered more 
in this respect than has he who was perhaps 
the most brilliant, although by no means the 
greatest, of the whole number, - Gouverneur 
Morris. 

Jared Sparks, hitherto Morris's sole biogra­
pher, wrote innumerable volumes on American 
history, many' of·wh~ch are still ,,!ery valuable, 
and some of ,them almost indispensable, to the 
student. The -'talue, however, comes wholly 
from the matter j Mr. Sparks is not only a 
very voluminous writer, but he is also a quite 
abnormally dull one. His" Life of Gouv­
erneur Morri," is typical of most of bis work. 
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He collected with great industry facts about 
Mr. Morris, and edited a large number of his 
letter. and .tate papers, with numerous selec­
tions, not alway. well chosen, from his,Diary. 
Other merit. the book has none, aud it has 
one or two marked faults. He failed to un­
deretand tlJat a biographer's duties are not 
neces88.rily identical with those of a professional 
eulogi.t; but for this he is hardly to blame, as 
all our writers then .eemed to think it neces­
sary to ,hower indiscriminate praise on every 
dead American - w bether author, soldier, 
politician, or what not - save only Benedict 
Arnold. -He WII8 funnily unconscious of his 
own prolix dullness; and actually makes pro­
fuse apologie. for introducing ,extracts from 
Morris', bright. interesting writings into his 
own drearily platitudinous pages, hoping that 
II oandor and justice" will make his readers par­
don the II negligence" and" defects of style," 
which the extracts contain. He could not resist 
the temptation now and then to improve Mor­
ris', English. and to soften down, or omit any­
thing that he deemed either improper or beneath 
the stilted" dignity" of history. For example, 
Morl'is states that Marie Antoinette, when pur­
lued by the Pal'isian fishwives, fled from her 
bed" in her shift and petticoat, with her stock. 
ini' in her hand i n suoh particularity struck 
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Mr. Sparka as shockingly co&me, and with 'much 
refinement he replaced the whole pbrase by 
.. in her nndr8ll." An oath he would not per­
mit to sully his pages on any terms; thus wben 
Morris wrote that Pennsylvania would find Sir 
Henry Clinton" a most damnable pbysician," 
Mr. Spark. simply left out the offending sen­
tence altogether. This kind of thing he did 
again and again. 

Still he give. almost all of Morris's writings 
that are of political interest. It is, however, 
greatly to be desired tbat we should have a 
much more complete edition of his letters and 
Diary, on account of the extremely interesting 
descriptions they contain of the social life of the 
period, both in America and in Europe. As 
regards his public career, and his views and 
writings on public subjects, we already have 
ample material, much' of which has appeared 
since Sparks's biography was written, and BOme 
of wbich is here presented for tbe first time. 

Morris's speeches in tbe Constitutional Con­
vention have been preserved, in summarized 
form, by Madison in his" Debates:" of these, of 
course, Sparks was neces931;ly ignorant. Mill 
Annie Carey Morris has written two articles in 
.. Scribner'. Magazine" for January and Febru­
ary, 1887, on her grandfather's life in Paria 
during the French Revolution, giving BOrne new 
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aDd intereating details. A good article ap­
peared in ":Macmillan's Magazine" for No­
Tember,1885, the writer evidently having been 
attracted to the subject by the way in which 
Taine made Morris's writings a basis for 80 

much of his own great work ou the Revolution. 
Decidedly the beat piece upon Morris that has 
"et been written, however, is the admirable 
.ketch by Mr. Henry Cabot Lodge in the" At­
lantic Monthly" for April, 1886. 

My thaob are especially due the Hon. John 
Jay lor furnishing Die many valuable letters, 
hitherto unpublished, of both Jay and Morris; 
and for giving me additional information about 
Morris'. private life, and other matters. All 
the letters here quoted that are not given by 
Sparks are to be found either in the J 8y MSS. 
or the Pickering MSS. Mr. Jay also furnished 
me with the account of the way in which Louis 
Philippe was finally persuaded to pay the debt 
be owed Morris. 
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Ingtcm, 252, 253; plaos for ..... pe 
of the king and qu...... 254, 255, 
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honae a p1aoo of refuge, 263, 254 ; 
picture of the Frencb, 286-268; 

~~? .!:.am.~~~~ 
277; epirited cooduct wboo "­
~ 278, 279; payment of Amar­
i .... debt, 260, 281; irritatea the 
uecutive council, 281, 282; French 
privateere, 283; oommeotary on 
paoBing eveote, 283-291; i.o .... 
called, 292, 293; as foreign min .. 
ieter to he honored, 254, 294; 
accurate forecast of events, 295 ; 
clear views of French Revolution, 
298; journey. in Europe, 302; DO 
longer ao impartial judge, 303; 
eotimate of Napoleon, 303, 304; 
in 8witserland, 304; in Great 
Britain, 305; opinion of royaliot 
refugeee, 306, 307; in Berlin, 308, 
315; in Vienna, 310-315; dealinr, 

~~ew~~~7~1!;J 
to Senate. 328; disapproves of 
Burr, 330; opinion of Jeft'ersoo., 
331 ; speech. in favor of occupying 
LouiBiaoa, 937, 336; faile of re­
election, 339; leader in project of 
Erie caoal, 339, 340; life at M .... 

=-M~;~!°:d 
Eoglaod, 342·; looee bia .. tiaf .... 

:::U:~:d =:eeBD.!u:i, 1:; 
advocates northem aeceuiont 347 ; 
I.... bia loyalty to the natioa, 
86~; el~ acto of bia career 
unworthy of hlDl, 852-356; after 
thfl peace, 861; gives sound and 
patriotio oounael, 362, 363; death, 
363; character and oem ..... 363, 
864-

Morri.o, Robert, 102, 103, 133-
Morrla, StBata Lonir, 16, 61, 161. 
Morrioaoia, I, 167,310. 
Morrieea, the, 2-

Narbonne, Chevalier de, 2D2, 2OS. 
National Unioa, 126, 140. 
NationaliBte, 141. 
Necker, 199, 200, 218, 219, ~. 
New Englaod, 11, 161, 324; Pori­

tana, 6; militia. 69; members cd 
Coatinental C~ n, 79, 80. 

Now Bocbe1Ia, &. 
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Warrlora, 61, 52, S25. 
WaahiDgton, 33, 44, 47, 48; -

man, BOldier, patriot, 62; dUlicul­
tiea, 78, 79; coJdidenoe In Morris, 
&1; dialike to foreign oftloe .... 86 ; 
letter to Jay, 118; delegate In 
lIatiouai Convention, 133; letter 
to )Ionia, 189, 190; viewa with 
regard to French lIevolnticm,l91, 
192, 262, 292, m; a watch for, 
JlI6; __ hlllwlon, 1ll6; IUDd 

advice, 252, 253; - )[0III'0B0 
800; reply to Iett.er nf ~ 
:!ii~ nf Je1f--, 

Weet, the, 146, 147, 14& 

~f=:-Jl' 21. 

Wiedom nf many worth """" UIIID 
wiedom nf <me, l36, 137. 

YorkkMD, 76, ue. 
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CRITICAL NOTICES. 

FRANK:LIN. He has managed to condense the whole matlS 
• tnatter gleaned from all sources into his voh.1 

without losing in a single sentence the freedom or lightness of I 
style or giving his book in any I?art the crowded look of an epito~ 
- 1M I"dependml (New York,. 

S'AMTT'E:L ADA .rr Thoroughly appreciative and syrnl 
v. ."1 .1.1'.1."'. thetic, yet fair and critical •••• TI 

biography is a piece of good work-a clear and simple presentati 
of a noble man and pure patriot j it is written in a spirit of cabC 
and humanity.-Wor"esler .spy. 
HENR y. Professor Tyler has not only made one of the b 

• and most readable of American biographies j he m 
fairly be said to have reconstructed the life of Patrick Henry, and 
have vindicated the memory of that great man from the unapprec 
tive and injurious estimate which has been placed upon it.-iIi 
l'or" Evmi"g Post. 

W.'ASHL'NGZi'ON. Mr. Lodge has written an admirable I; 
• • graphy, and one which cannot but confi 

the American people in the prevailing estimate concerning the Fat! 
of his Country.-N ..... Yor" Tribune. 

'YOHN ADAMS A good piece of literary work ••• : It ~ 
J • ers the ground thoroughly, and gIVes JI 
the sort of simple and succinct account that is wanted.-N ..... .}'. 
,/!.'vmi"g Post. 

HAMI:LTON. Mr. Lodge has done his work with conscil 
tious care, and the biography of Hamilton i 

book which cannot have too many readers. It is more than a b 
graphy j it is a study in the science of government. -St. Paul Pion 
Press. • 

AfORRIS Mr. Ro,?sevelt .has ~roduce~ an animated and 
• tensely mterestmg bIOgraphIcal volume. • • • I 

Roosevelt never loses sight of the pictUI esque background of pi 
tics, war·governments, and diplomacy. - Maga.i"e of A",erica" }; 
tOT)' (New York). 

'YA y. It is an Important addition to the admirable series 
J' ... American Statesmen," and elevates yet higher the char 
ter of a tnan whom all American patriots most delight to honor. 
NI!'1IJ York Tribu"e. 

MARSHALL. WeI! done, with si~plicitr,.c1earness, p~cisil 
and Judgment, and m a SpInt of moderatIon a 

equity A valuable addition to the series.-New York 1rillune. 



7'EF.!"ERSON. A .Ingularly Just. well-proportioned,'and lit 
so. ' teresting sketch of the personal and political 

career of the author of tbe Declaration of Independenc:e.-B,,_ 
'I-mai• 

MADISON. .~~~eftt'~e; !~d:b{e~ ~e:r.i~h:h.:.:~~: 
oua atyle. and is marked by unity and consecutiveness of plan.- TM 
IV"'_ (New York). 

GALLATIN. It 18 one of the most carefully prepared of these 
, very valuable volumes, ' •• abounding in infor, 

mation not so readily accessible as is that pertaining to men more 
often treatec! by the biographer. - Bosloll C",.,.eljontlenl Htvt/,.,.tI 
C""NIII. 
"ONROE President Gilman has made the mnst of his hero, 
... , • witbout the least hero-worship, and has done full 
luatice to Mr. Monroe'a .. relation. to the public service during balf a 
century." ••• The al'pendiz i. peculiarlr valuable for ita synopsis of 
Monroe', PresidentIal Messages, and tts extensive Bibliography of 
Monroe and the Monroe Doctrine. - No Y. C"ristia~.frUel/irmee,.. 

YOHN QUINCY ADAMS. That Mr. Morse's conclusions 
will in the main be those of 

poaterity we ha". "cry little doubt, and he has set an admirable 
e ... mple to hia coadjuton in respect of interesting narrative, just pro­
tK'rtion, and judicial candor. - IVnJI J-",.I EWII;nK PHI. 

D A ATnOLP.'H. The book has been to me intensely interesting • 
.... .IS .. ...., • • •• It is rich in new facti and side lights, and 
18 wortby of its place In the alft.'ady brilliant series of monographe 
00 American Statelmen.-Prof. MOSES COlT TVLEL 

Y
ACKSON. Professor Sumner has ••• all In all, made tbe 

• juste.t long estimate of Jackson tbat has had i:aeH. 
put betweeo the coven of a book.-lVftII Y",.I Ti_ •• 

YAN BUREN. This absorbing book. ••• To give an,. ad& 
• quate idea of the personal interest of the book, 

or its intimate bearing on nearly the whole course of our political 
hiatory, wowd be equivalent to quoting the larger part of iL - B,.tJt1f1. 
IJ-. EtJKIl. 
CLA Y. We have in this life of Henry Clay a liiograpby of one 01 
. _. the most dis~inguisbed of American statesmen, and a p ... 

Iitieal hIStory of the UnIted Statea for the first half of the nineteenth 
century. Indeed. It i, not too mucb to say that, for the period 
c:nvered, we bave no other book which equals or begins to equal this 
life of Henry Clay. aD introduction to the study of American polio 
tio..-PllliticaJ ~I Qu4,-tw'? (New York)_ 

IYEBSTER It will be read by students of history; it will he 
• invaluable as a work of reference; .t will be an 

autbority. regards matters of fact and criticism i it hits the ke,. 



Dote of Webster's durable and ever-growing fame; ft is adequate, 
ca1m, impartial; it is admirable.-Phuadelpnia Prell. 

CALHO UN. Nothing can exceed the skill with which the poli~ical 
• career of the great South Carolinian is portrayed 

In these pages. " •• The whole discussion in relation to Calhoun's 
position is eminently philosophical and just.-The Dial (Chicago)_ 

BENTON. An interesting addition to our political literature, 
• and will be of great service if it spread an admiration 

for that austere public morality which was one of the marked charac­
teristics of its chief figure. - The EpIXh (New York). 

CASS Professor McLaughlin has given us one of the most salis-
• factory volumes in this able and important series ••• " 

The early life of Cass was devoted to the Northwest, and in the 
transformation which overtook it the work of Cass was tbe work of 
a national statesman. -1\'n1 York Timu. 

LINCOLN. As a life of Lincoln it has no competitors; as a 
" political history of the Union side during the Civil 

War, it is the most comprehenSIve, and, in proportion to its range, 
the most compact. - Harvard Graduates' Maga"i"". 

SE WARD The public will be grateful for his conscientious 
".. efforts to write a popular vindication of one of the 

ablest, most brilliant, fascinating. energetic, ambitious, and patriotic 
men in American history.-NnI York E'lJmi,,~ PfJJt. 

CHASE His great career as anti-slavery leader. United States 
• Senator. Governor of Ohio. Secretary of the Treasury, 

and Chief Justice of the United States. is described in an adequate 
and effective manner by Professor Hart. 

CHARLES FRANCIS ADAMS His wise state.s~anship 
" before the CIVIl War, 

and the masterly ability and consummate diplomatic skill displayed 
by him while Minister to Great Britain, are judiciously set forth by 
bls eminent son. 

SUMNER The majestic devotion of Sumner to the highest po-
• litical ideals before and during his long term of lofty 

service to freedom in the United States Senate is fittingly delineated 
by Mr. Storey. 

STE YENS Thaddeus ~tevens was unqu~ti~lDably one of the 
• most conspIcuous figures of hIS time. ••• The book 

allows him the eccentric, fiery, and masterful congressional leader 
\bat he was. - City attd SI4U (Philadelphia). 
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