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PREFACE. 

A study of the American Civil War, in as far as it affected 
the British North American Provinces, is of special interest 
to Canadians. Believing that is a field of Canadian history 
in. which comparatively little has been done, moreover one 
of much importance, I have endeavored to picture the trend 
of opinion in all parts of Canada at that stirring time. 

From my study of the period, I believe that the American 
Civil War left its imprint upon the political institutions of 
British North America to a greater extent than has been 
generally recognized. A survey of the newspapers of Brit
ish America seems to prove that the people generally were 
divided in accordance with party lines, the Liberals sympa
thized with the North, and the Conservatives with the 
South. The British North American Provinces realized that 
in the event of war between Great Britain and the United 
States, Canada must necessarily be the battlefield. Hence to 
Canadians the preservation of amicable relations became a 
matter of utmost importance. The American struggle, more
over, emphasized the need of a closer union of all the British 
provinces, and hastened confederation. An examination of 
the government correspondence convinces one that much of 

. the credit for averting war must be given to the sanity of 
leadership on both sides of the line which divides Canada 
and the United States. 

Much of the material for this study was obtained at the 
. Public Archives, and Library of Parliament, Ottawa, Can

ada. The author gratefully acknowledges the kindness of 
the librarians; in particular, Miss Smillie of the Dominion 
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Archives and Mr. McCormac of the Library of Parliament. 
The author also gratefully acknowledges her indebtedness to 
Mrs. T. S. McMorran and Mrs. Kennedy of Ottawa who 
verified data for her. A special debt of gratitude is due 
Dr. O. D. Skelton. Canadian historian, now of the Depart
ment of External Affairs of Canada. Dr. R. L. Schuyler of 
Columbia, and also Mr. J. B. Brebner of the same institu
tion. who have read the entire manuscript and offered help
ful suggestions. Especially does the author express her· 
appreciation to Dr. D. R. Fox for his supervision of the 
study. for his numerous suggestions. unfailing kindness. 
consideration and encouragement in the course of its prep
aration. 
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