
THE 
• 

DIPLO~{ATIC CORRESPONDENCE 
OIlTBB 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 

"DOH TUB SIGNING OJ! TUB 

DEFINITIVE TREATY OF PEACE, 

10m SEPTEMBER, 1783, 

TO TUB 

ADOPTION OF TH1)1 CONSTITUTION, MARC.a ,4, _ p89. 

BEIlIIG 

THE LETTERS OJ!' THE PRESIDENTS OJ!' CONGRESS, THE SECRETARY- roIl: roBBIGlf 
Al'PAlBS-AMERICAN IIINISTBBS AT l!'OBBIGN COURTS, l!'OBBIGN MINISTERS -

NBAB CONGRESS-REPORTS OJ!' COMM~TEES OJ!' CONGREss, AND REPORTS 
OJ!' THE SECRETARY roR FOREIGN ~AIBS ON VARIOUS LETTERS 

AND COMMUNIOATIONS I 

. 
LETTERS FROM INDIVIDUALS ON PUBLIC AFFAIRS. 

Publiehed 1lI1der the direction of ihe Secretary of State, from the original Han_pta III the 
Department of State, confOrmably to an Act ?fOongnsS, approved Hay 5, 1~ 

\ " -- -. ~. , 
.~ • .~ .~-\ \ ·t--

VOL. ll. 

CITY OF WASHINGTON: 

PRINTED llY .. llJ,AIR .t R_IVES. 

io"'- 1837. 



V73~ le>n)M 

A8~7 ~ 2 

blrac' from IIA JJ.d of CongrUJ. ~d May 5. 1832. entitled ;, JJ.n .ad lllllkillf 
approprilllioA for the IUpJIOI1 of Govemmemfor 'he !leiif' om Ihoustmd eiglal hurulml 
.Ad lhirty-tlDo." 

.. To enable the Secretary of state to cause to be printed) under his direction, a 

, selection from the Diplomatic Correspondence of the United States, between the 

I peace of one thousand seven hundred and eighty-three and the fourth of March, 

'one thousand seven hundred and eight y-nine, remaining unpublished in the Depart­

, ment of State, twelve thousand dollars ... 

EDITION IN TRREE VOLOMES, 
Published by John C. Riyes, 

1865. 



CONTENTS· 

OP TII& 

·SECOND VOLVM~ 

DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENCE. 

CORRESPONDENCE OF THOMAS lEFFERSON-CoH'l'DlUZD. 

Thomas Jefferson to John Jay. Paris, November 12, 1786 •••••• 3 
Propositions made by a Duteh company to the Minister of Finance to purchase 

at a discount the debt due from the United States to France. Their memorial. 
A valuable effect would be produced by the payment of the whole 1IUJIl. 
Question of a loan in Holland. Memorial, of the Dutch company, p. 3. 
Exll'&ct from the Secret 10urnal, p. 8. 

Thomas Jefferson to William Carmichael. Paris, December 26, 
1786 ••••••.• ~ ............... ,. •••••••••••••••••••••••• 10 

Encloses a resolution of Congress re~ Mr. Lamb. Notes on Virginia. 
American a1I'airs. Tumultuous meetings iJj some of the·State.. History of 
their grievances. 

Thomas Jefferson to John Jay. Paris, December 31, 1786 ••••• 12 
Resolution respecting Mr. Lamb received, who pleads ill health for an excuse 

for disobedience. Fears some misapplication of the publie money. If the 
appointment of Mr. Lamb is censurable, acquits Mr. Adams. HIS letlet to 
Mr. Adams on that subject. Motives for the apf0intment. Mr. Barclay'. 
mis.ion attended with complete auceess. Colone 'Franks the bearer of the 
original treaty with Moroeco. Letter from Captain O'Bryeo at Algiers. 
Propriety of a direct mission to Algiers and Constantinople. European 
affaIrS. Encloses a letter from 10hn Lamb to Thomas lefferson. Alicant, 
October 10, 1786, p. 15. Extract from Thomas Jefferson to John Adams. 
Paris, September 24,1785, p. 15 •. On the appointment of Mr. L~b. J. P. 
10nes to Thomas Jefferson. Pans, August 16, 1786, p. 17. Relative to the 
musler·roll of the Ariel. 

iii 



• 
IV CONTENTS • 

, ... ""., .. "'... '. 

Thomas Jefferson to John Jay. Pitris,,!anuary 9, 1787 ...•••••• 18 
Information of the signing of the Morocco treaty not derived from him. Sup­

poses the causes of delay in the Portuguese treaty has been communicated 
by Mr. Adams. Fears the mischievouseffe'cts of the publication of an 
extract from his letter.~ Informs of a Swiss who has made improvements ill 
coinage. Transmits a sample of the coin. The consular convention; will 
it not be expedient for Congress to grant powers in which no reference may 
be made to the former scheme? Alfairs of Franco. Call of the Assembly 
of the Notables. Advantages of making Honfleur a free port. Completion 
of a portion of the works of Cherbourg. Report of Secretary Jay on that 
portion of Mr. Jeft'erson's letter relating to the consular convcntioll. May 
10, 1787, p. 22. 

Thomas Jefferson to John Adams. Paris, January 11, 1787 .... 25 
Inquiries relative to the treaty with Portugal. Describes the institution of the 

Mathurins, an order of priests for the redemption of captives. Conversation 
with their superior. Suggests employing them to redeem American captives. 
Requests an opinion. 

Thomas Jefferson to John Jay. Paris, February 1, 1787 ••••.• 26 
Will attend to instructions rDlative to the South Carolina frigate. Explains 

why the coins of Drost were not forwarded. Supposes Congress might 
engage him if worthy their attention. Had written to M. Dumas on the 
subject of borrowing' money in Holland to pay the debt due to France. 
Encloses a copy of his reply:. The Chev. de Ia Luzerne, disappointed in 
promotion, will return in the spring, unless something unexpected turns up; 
111 that case the Count de Moustier will succeed him. Concerted regulations 
between France and England relative to the West Indies. Serious indispo­
sition of the Count de Vergennes. Complaints of the foreign officers on 
account of the non-payment of their interest. Redemption of captives at 
Algiers. Recommends the employment of the Mathurins. Their readiness 
to undertake the task and tender of their services. Treaty of commerce 
between France and Russia. Letter from M. Drost, p. 29. Chev. de Sigond 
to Thomas Jefferson. Bausser, January 17, 1787. On the debt due to for­
eign officers, p. 30. M. Dumas to Thomas Jefferson. The Hague, January 
23, 1787. Relative to a loan ill Holland, p. 31. Certified translation of an 
explanatory article to the Morocco treaty, p. 31. Thomas Barclay to Messrs. 
Adams and Jefferson. Alicant, January 6,1787, p. 31. On African affairs. 

From the same to the same. Paris, February 8, 1787 ......... 36 
Dangerous illness of the Count de Vergennes. Postponement of the .ifssemble. 

eles Notables. Mons. de Crevecoeur and the Duke d 'Harcourt the principal 
instruments in the enfranchisement of Honlleur. 

John Jay to Thomas Jefferson. New York, April 25, 1787 ••.• 36 
Letters acknowledged to the 8th February, and communicated to Congress. 

No instructions ordered. Regrets communications to Congress are not kept 
more private. Laments tbe death of the Count de Vergennes. Convention 
to meet at Philadelphia in May. Insurrection in Massachusetts suppressed. 
Endoses resolutions relative to infractions of the treaty of peace. Commerce 
with India. Settlements in the West. 

Thomas Jefferson to M. DW,Aas. Paris, February 9, 1787 ..••. 38 
Letters acknowledged to the 23d January. Death of the King or Prussia. 

Insurrection in Massachusetts. Observations on the transfer of the debt ot' 
the United States to individuals in Holland. Powers and resources of the 
American Governments to redeem their debts. Thinks the final reimburse­
ment surer than that of My other Government in the world. Intended visit 
to the south of France. 

Thomas Jefferson to John Jay. Paris, February 14, 1787 • •••• 40 
Death of the Count de Vergennes. Count de Montmorin his successor. Asks 

instructions relatiye to the medals and swords authorized to be executed 
during the office of Mr. Morris . 

• 



-. • 
CONTENTS. 

Thomas Jefferson to John Jay. Paris, February 14, 1787 ••••• 40 
Having written via London the death of the Count de Vergennes, transmits the 

same intelligence by the way of Havre. Report of Secretary .Jay on .the 
letter of Mr. Jefferson of the 14th February. Office of Forelgn Affarrs, 
July 11,1787, p. 41. 

From the same to the same. Paris, February 23, 1787 •••••••• 42 
Meeting of the .I1ssemblee des Notables. The object of the Assembly. 

John Jay to Thomas Jefferson. July 24, 1787 ............... 43 
Letters received to the 23d February. Transmits the ratification of the treaty 

with the Emperor of Morocco. Copy of the treaty and lctter to that sover­
eign. Nine States seldom represented. Convention sitting. Indian affairs 
create great uneasiness. Mr. Barclay's conduct approved by Congress. The 
Ministers at London and Versailles desired to correspond with the agents at 
Morocco. Extract from the Journals of,Congress, July 18, 1787, p. 45. 

Thomas Jefferson to John Jay. Marseilles, May 4, 1787 •••••• 45 
Delay of the answer of Congress to the King's letter explaine,d. Change in 

the financial department of Paris, and substitution of M. de Fourqueux to 
the place of M, de Calonne. Algerines cruising on the coast of Genoa. 
Inquiries relative to the cleansing of rice. Lombardy the true country where 
rice is grown. Visit to the fields of the Vercellese and Milanese. The 
machinery the same with that used in America. Letter received from a 
Brazilian on the emancipation of his country. Extract from the letter. Con­
versation on the subject. Interview with a Mexican. (Jonversation relative 
to Mexico recapitulated. An arret relative to stock fish. 

Thomas Jefferson to William Carmichael. Paris, June 14, 1787 •• 52 
Returns to Paris. Funds of the United States at Paris exhausted. American 

affairs. 

Thomas Jefferson to John Jay. Paris, June 21, 1787 .••..... . 54 
Commerce with the free ports of France. State of the United States military 

stores at Nantes. Proceedings of the .I1ssemblee des Notables. Speculations 
upon European affairs. Mr. Eden Ambassador from England to Madrid; 
thinks him unfriendly to the United States. Arrest of Mr. Barclay for debt, 
and liberation by the Parliament of Bordeaux. Conversation with the Min­
ister on the subject. Letter from Baron D 'Ogny on a convention for the 
regulation of the Post Offices. Encloses a letter from John Lamb to Thomas 
Jefferson. Alicant Bay, May 20,1787, p. 59. 

John Jay to Thomas Jefferson. New York, September 8, 1787 •• 60 
Letters acknowledged to the 21st June. Report of Secretary Jay on the pre­

ceding letter, October 12, 1787, p. 61. 

Thomas Jefferson to John Adams. Paris,July 1,1787 ........ 63 
Return to Paris. Visit to the sea-port towns. Commercial affairs. The non­

payments of the debt to the King draws on us a great deal of censure. 
Remarks in the Assembly on that subject. Warlike preparations in Europe. 

Thomas Jefferson to Thomas Barclay. Paris, August 3, 1787 .• 65 
Relative to certain law suits in Holland, L'Orient, and at Nantes. Favorable 

opinion of the general conduct of Mr. Barclay. 

Thomas Jefferson to John Jay. Paris, August 6, 1787 •••••••• 66 
Note from the Swedish Ambassador. Memorial respecting the trade of Guada­

loupe. Arrest of Mr. Barclay. His commission closed. General approba­
tion of his conduct. Uneasiness respecting the consular convention. No 
Consul in France. The Chev. Luzerne will not be sent back. Thinks Count 
de Moustier will supply his place. Is now preparing arrangements to 
succeed the eXp'iration of tho order of Bernis. The Marquis de la Fayette 
a valuable auxdiary. Affairs of Germany and Holland. Intention of the 
King of England. Hasty measures of the King of Prussia induced by a 

• 



CONTENTS. 

letter from his sister. Affairs of France. Hard things said in relation to' 
the debt of the United States. Policy of quieting foreign officers. Interview 
with Beaumarchais. Encloses a letter from Baron Stael de Holstein to 
Thomas Jefferson. Paris, August 3,1787, p. 72. Memorial to the Mare­
Bchal de Castries, p. 74. Thomas Barclay to Messrs. Adams and Jefferson., 
L'Orient, July 13,1787, p. 76. 

Thomas 'Jefferson to General Washington. Paris, August 14, 
1787 .•....• .- •......... . ' ............................. . 78 
Letter, received from General Washington approving of a modem dre~s for his' 

statue. Inquiries into the practicability of connecting the waters of Lake 
Erie and the Ohio river. French affairs. Effect of an European war upon 
the United States. 

Thomas Jefferson to John Jay. Paris, August 15, 1787 ......... 80 
, Proceedings ot the French Parliament. Their exile to Troyes. Sailing of an 

English squadron a step towards war. 
John Jay to Thomas Jefferson. New York, October 24, 1787 •• 81 

Letters received to the 15th August. Transmits a commission to form a con­
sular convention. A certified copy of an act of Congress not to promote 
any negotiation to transfer any part of the debt due to France from the 
United States. Other acts particularly referred to and transmitted. The 
number of States represented in Congress daily diminishes. Mr. Adams 
permitted to return. 

FrOID the same to the same, October 24, 1787 .................. 83 
Explains the causes of the delay of the last despatches. Rumors of war 

between France and England.' ' 

Thomas Jefferson to John Adams., Paris, August 30; 1787 •••• 83 
Affairs of France. Separation of the Notables. Principal facts from their 

adjournment to the present date. Speculations upon European o.ffairs. News 
from America to the 19th July. Re~ets the precedent set by the convention . 
fIf secret se.sritm., Their. measures will be wise and good. An assembly of 
demigods. . 

Thomas Jefferson to Joh'n' Jay. Paris, September 19, 1787 •••• 86 
Correspondence opened with the African agents. Ratification of the Moroccan 
• treaty transmitted to them. Captives at Algiers. Claim for the South Caro­

lina friga.te referred to M. Gardoqui. Proceedings at Paris. European 
affairs. Probability of a general war. The Count de Moustier is nominated 
Minister Plenipotentiary to America. The Arehbishop of Thoulouse .Min­
i!l6f't Principale. Other changes in the Ministry. De la Luzerne Governor 
in the West Indies. Appears well disposed to favor American trade in the 
colonies, ' 

rom the same to the same. Paris, September 22, 1787 .•••••• 90 
A promise on the part of the French Government of a reduction of duties. 

Revolution in public opinion as to the powers of the monarch. 
From the same to the same., Paris, September 22, 1787 ••••• , •• 91 

Invasion of Holland by the King of Prussia. Success of the Stadtholder. 
March of the Russian army towards the frontier of Turkey. 

FroID the same to the same. Paris, September 24, 1787 • • •• • .92 
Every day something new and important. Information given to Count de 

, Montmorin by Mr."Eden that England considers her convention with France 
relative to naval armaments at an end, and that they are arming gen-
erally. ' 

Thomas Jefferson to John Adams. Pans, September 28,1787 •• 93 
A copy of Mr: Adams's book received. Comments thereon. Aft"airs of Hol­

land &; warrung to us, Rule of conduct adopted by England. ' 



vii 

Thomas JefferSon to M; Dumas. Paris; October 24, 1787 ••••• 94 
Has written. to the D;"tch Minister to· secure protection to the person, family, 

and effects of M. Dumas, to which a favorable answer has been received • 
. Th0lIl;as Jefferson to john Jay. Paris, October 8, 1787 ...... 95 

European affairs. In case of a general war our neutrality will be attended 
with advantages: but thinks the Government of England will not permit it; 
that we shall be driven· from our neutral ground, and therefore advises warlike 
preparations. Clise of M. Dumas. 

From·the same to the same. Paris, October 8, 1787 •••••••••• 98 
The Count de Moustier will deliver tbis. Favorable sentiments expressed ot 

the Count. Division in the Councils _of France on the question of peace or 
war.. . 

Thomas Jefferson to M. Ie Comte de Moustier •. Paris, October 9, 
1787 . .; ....•. e' •••••••••• ~ •••••••••••••••• ~ • ........... ' ••• 99 
. On hlsappointment as Minister to the United States. 

Thomas JefferSon to M. Dumas. Paris, October 14, 1787 ••••• 100 
n..;lative to· treating with the ~peror of 'Germiwy. No longer possessed of 

power to treat. Sympathy for Holland.· . 
Thomas Jefferson .to the Count de Montmorin. Paris, Octoberg:J, 
. 17.87 ••••• ·· •• ~~ ••••••• · •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 100 

Relative to the ",.,el; probibitingthe importation of whale oils and spermaceti 
of foreign fisheries. Asks information concerning the extent of the .....el. 
Great importance of the subject to one of the memoera of the Union. 

Thomas Jefferson.to JohIl Jay. Paris, November 3,1787 ..... 102 
'Detail of European affairs. Solution of the British armaments. The conquest 

of America. Thinks; nevertheless, the reestablishment of the Stadtholder 
was their object. . Letter from O'Bryen at Algiers. Difficulty of ransoming 
the captive •• Declaration referred to in the preceding letter, p. 107. Counte~ 
declaration, p. 108. . 

From the same to the sam~,(priVll.te.) Paris, November 3, 
1787, .••.... a,a •••••••••••••• a,a •• __ ••. _ ••••••••• •.•• •••• 108 

Details of the Court and Cabinet of Versailles. Infidelity of the French Post 
Office. .. 

Thomas Jefferson to the Count de Montmonn. Paris, November 6, 
1787 ••••••••••••••••.••• 0· •••••••••••••••••••••• 0 ••• 111 

Case of ~ American hostage confined in: the Porisons of Dunkirk. Solicita 
his liberation. Duties imposed upon whale oil in England. Position of the 
Nantu!,ket fishermen •. Their expectati_~ns .from France. Reasons .for. a 
reducuon of duty by France. The ·expIrauon of the order of Berm will 
produce embarrassments.to the merchants. in the tobacco trade. Solicitous 
to obtain the ultimate decision of his Majesty's Council • 

. 'Thomas Jefferson to John Adams. Paris; November 13, 1787 ".113 
Mr. Rutledge the bearer. Letters of various dates acknowledged. Euwpean 

affairs. Distress of the Count de Montmorin on signing the couoter .deeIara-
tion. Opinion of the new Constitution. . _ . , 

Thomas Jefferson to Colonel Smith. Paris, November 13, 1787 •• 115 
Endeavors to aho",';' civilities to Americans .in Paris. Remarks on the new 

Constitution. ': . 

ThomaS Jefferson to William ·Carmichael. Paris, December 11, 
1787 ... 0 •• ' .... :c •• .; •.• ••••••• til •• .' •.••••••• ~ ................ , • • 117 

Regret at Mr. Carmichael's inability to decypher a former letter. Particularly 
questioned by ~r. Eden as to the effec~ of o~ treaty with France in the 



riii CONTENTS.~ 

. event or a war. His peculiar bitterness towards us •. Our new Constitution' 
attacked in the American papers. Objections. Probable course of the States 
in regard to it. Sale of the western I"nds successful. Survey of the Isthmus 
of Panama. Would be pleased to possess details of survey I &(l. . 

Thomas Jefferson to ,'fohn Adams. Paris, December 12,1787 •• 120 
Relative to Fizeaux's loan. His letter to them. Their letter transmitted to 

Congress. No rel'ly.~redit should be sustained in Holland. Refers the 
matter to the conSIderation ot Mr. Adams. . 

Thomas Jefferson toJ ames Madison. Paris, December 20, 1781 •• 121 
Remuke ~d'opinions upon the new C()nstitution. . . 

Thomas Jefferson toJobn Jay. Paris, December 31, 1781 ••• ~ 126 
, Anxious to obtain an sm' upon the substance of M. de Calonne's letter •. De~ 

ferred by frequent changes of the Comptroller Genem!. At length obtained. 
Aid of the Marquis de la Fayette invaluable. Remarks upon the articles ot 
the rm-et .. European a1fairs. '. .,," . . '. , '. . . , , ., 

',l'homas Jefferson to M. Ie Comte de Bernstor1f, Minister otForeign 
Affairs, Copenhagen. Paris, January 21, 1788. ~ •••••••• ~ .130 . 

Claims indemnification for the value of three prizes made by Comm'Odore Paul 
Jones during the late war, which put into Bergen in distress, and were deliv, 
ered up to the English by orden from the Court of Denmark. .Commodol'e 
JC1nes deputed special~nt •.. " " , ... . ..., . , 

Thomas Jefferson to John Jay. Paris, February 5, 1788 ••••• 131 
Letters delivered in the case of the brig Absolonia. European a1fairs. Violent 

epposition raised to the rm-e' for thll eneouragement of American commerce. 
Intelligence from Algiers. ' 

From the same ,to the same •. Amsterdam, 'March 13, 1788 •• ~ .133. 
Visits Amsterdam for the purpose of effecting arrangements with the bankers. 

From the same to the same~ Amsterdam, March 16, 1788 •••• 134 
Particular details of the journey to Amsterdam. Mr. Adams met iii the Hague. 

Arrangementa made with the bankers of Amsterdam. . Provisions made fur 
the years 1789 and 1791). . European affairs •. Suspicions entertained of the 
Spanish annament. Extract from the Count de Vergennes 'e despatch te the 
Marquis de Verae, p. 137. 

JobnJay to Thomas Jefferson. November 31 1787 •••••••••• 138 
Transmits an IIct of Congress eont.a.ining instructions relative to the demands 

of the United States againet the Court of Denmark. Georgia distressed _by 
the Indians. Extract from the Secret Journal, October 25,1787, p. 139. 

From the same to the same. New York, April 24~ 1788. ••••• 140 
Letters acknowledged to the 5th February. No orders respecting them. The 

commercial arrangements of France bear marks or .wisdom and liberality. 
Thinks France should give Americans the privileges of Frenchmen, receiving 
in return the privileges of Americans. 

From the same to the same~ May 16, 1788 ~ •••••••••••••••• 141 
Ac~ssi~n of Maryland to the number of States which have adopted the Con­

IUluUon. 

Thomas Jefferson. to the Commis~ioners of the Tr~asury.Paris, 
Feb~ary 7, 1788 ................................. , • •.• 141 

'Commodore Jones has deplU"ted for Copenhagen. Lette!" from the bankers, 
Messrs. Willinks & Stal'horsts. Extract therefrom. • FinaJIcial a1fairs. 
Critical situation of AmerIcan credit. Offers to .proeeed to Holland. 

Thomas J efi"erson to John Adiuns. Paris, Mareh ~, .1788' ••••• 143 
Determines to lDeet Mr. Adams at the Hague, with II view to financial arrange-
men~. . 



~ONTENTs. is: 

Jolin Jay to 'thomas JefFersori. lune9, 1788 ••• , ." ••••••• 144 
Letters acknowledged to the 16th March. Copies or several acts transmitted, and 

papers, in the case of Francis Cazeau. On the adopt.ion of ilie Const.itution. 

Thomas Jefferson' to M. Dumas. Amsterdam, March 29, 1788 .. .145 
Relative to his salary. Remarks oil the American Constitution. 

1'homas -Jefferson to the Commissioners of the Trea~ury. Amster-
dam, March 29,-1788 .... OH .................. ',,, ...... 146 

On the transfer of the domest.ie debt to foreigners: ItS injurious consequences. 
Mode of prevent.ion. 

Thomas Jefferson to John ,Tay. Paris, May 4, 1788. 00 ..... ~14'1 
Progress of ilie loan in Holland. Call of france for ilie mterest of the debt 

due to her; Redemption 'or ,prisoners atAIgiers. Mr.lefferson's conduct 
• misunderstood on that subject. Letter from Our agent at Mogadore. Threats 
of the Emperor of Morocco against the Netherlands. Spanish armament. 
Cominodore Pant 10nes has accepted the'offer of ilie Empress of Russia to 
.enter her service as Rear Admiral. Correspondence between Commodore 
10nes and Couni de Bemstorff enclosed. 'Debt of 'the United States of 
America"p.150. John Paul 10nes to 'Count de Bemstotl'. Copenhagen, 
Mareh 24,,1788, p. 152. From the same to ilie same. Copenhagen, Marclt 

'30,1788, p. 100. From'the same to the same. ,Copenhagen, April 5, 1788, 
p. 153. Count de Bemstortl' to 10hn Paul Jones, p. 154. 

,From the same to-the same" Paris, May 23, 1788 ....... " •••• 155 
, Proceedings, at ,Paris. ,'Arrest ef members of Parliament. Progress of the 

revolution., :European affairs. ,Arming of the noriliem Powers. Gradual 
and general arming in Europe will be product.ive of 'war. Complaints of ilia 
JIlTet of December 29 by the French merchants. An moret passed abridging ilie 
.mrepilt of cod-fish. Advices from the bankers of the state of !he firuiDces. 

From the same to the same, (private.) Paris, May 27, 1788 •• 160 
Delay in the settlement of account; li~w oecasioned. Relative to oudit. Insuf .. 

tiClency of salary alone to support a foreign Minister. Mr. Jay requested 
to' eonfer'with Mr,'Madison upon the subject. 

Thomas Jefferson to William Carmichael. Paris,May~7, i788 •• ~63 
Relative 'to ;. 'survey of the Isthmus of Panama, (narien.) American affairs; 

Kentucky a separate Government; Dispute wiili the new Freneh Minister. 
Conduct or Massachuselts in aecepting"the new COn.!ltifution. Riot in New 
York. The Doctors' mob. An seeoun! thereof. 

Thomas' Jefferso~10' John Jay~ Pari~, Mar ;lo, 178S .... " ... HlG 
pelay ot Mr. Warville .. /Folds 1m opportunity of conveying farther inteI1igence 

of ilie proceedings at Paris. . ' . 
. JohnJrry to-Thomas Jefferson,September 23,; i788 ..•••••••• 166 

Letters received to fhe 30th May. . Encloses' lUI' set or' Congress auiliorizing 
the i!lubtlistenee of ilieesptives at ·Algiers. ' Postpone" details in reply to 
subject of salary and oudit for a private letter. " , 

Thomas Jefferson' to the Comte' de ~rnStorff, Paris, June 19; 
1788.·., .... '.· . .... -... ' ".'.'.(~'.'.'.~.'.f~'." '." ._.",' ... ' .... ~ .~.' ... :. " ............. ,167 

Refers 'to a t'ormer tetter on the, subjeet ot the 'prizes lakeD b~A.tmiral Paul 
Jones and sent into Norway, ' That officer WII& delegated to arrange the 
affair. Mr. Jefferson is in possession of£u11 powers- tIIn that subject. but the 

-commission for forming treaties of amity and commerce bas expired. PresseS 
" a final settlement-of the elaim upon Denmark. .', " 
Thomas jeffersorit.Q' CQUlIt de Mootmorin. . Pans, June 20, 

1788 •• '. ~'.,.; .". '';' ~ .. ;~" ......... ' .......... ' ........... 168 
Gina'a general idea of the cbanges which should be made in the consular con-' 

vention. Reasons IIIIBi;ned at Iarse f~r the proposed alterations. . 



CONTENTS. 

Thomas Jefferson to John Jay. Paris, July 29, 1788 •••••••• 173 
Encloses a letter from Julien Laurent, claiming wages, &e. 

From the same to the same. Paris, August 3, 1788 .• ~ ••••••• 174 
Proceedings of the Noblesse of Bretsgne. Arrival of Ambassadors from 

Tippoo Saib. Hostilities commenced by Sweden against Russia. Pro~ss 
of the Turkish war. Dispute between the Papal See and the King of Na"ple.\l. 
Two volumes of Silas Deane's letters offered for sale to Mr. JeffersoD. 
Extract from the account book. On the purchase of the liquidated domestic 
debt by foreigners. Reply of the King to the Deputies and Commissioners 
(lfthe States of Brittany, p. 178. Extract from Silas ;Deane's account book, 
pp. 179-180. , 

From the ~ame to the same. Paris, August 10, 1788 ••••••••• 181 
European affairs. Battle between the Swedes and Russians. Swedish mani­

festo. Death of the Mareschal de Richelieu. 

From the same to the same. Paris; A~gust 11, 1788 .•••••••• 182 
An flrrel for the assembling of the States General. intelligence from Algiers. 

Excessive demand for the redemption of prisoners. Dispute between Algiers 
and France. . 

John Jay to Thomas Jefferson, Novembt::r 25,1788 •••••••••• 183 
Letters acknowledged to the 11th A.ugust. Advises the purchase of Silas 

Deane's books. Transmits a letter 'from Robert Montgomery, of A1ieant, 
on Barbary affairs. Mr. Nesbit the bearer. 

Thomas Jefferson to William Carmichael. Paris, Au~st 12, 
1788 .................•.. ........... ' ..•••.....•. ...... 185 

American affairs. The Constitution ac«epted by eleven S!&tes. Congress has 
acceded to the prayer of,Kentucky to become a member of the Union. 
Promotion of Paul Jones. Approbation of the proceedings of the French 
Ministry. . , . 

Thomas Jefferson to John Jay. Paris, August 26, 1788 •••••• 187 
European affairs. Victory of the Russians in the Black Sea. Affairs of 

France. ' , 
From the same to the same, September 3, 1788 .••••••. ' ••••• 188 

Continuation of French affairs. Disorders in Paris. Appointment of Mr. 
Necker. From the same to the same. Paris, September 6,1788. Relative 
to the appropriation of the loan of a million of guilders. 

Fromthe same to the same, September 6, 1788 ••••••••••••• 189 
Receivea Mr. Remsen's favor of the 25th instant, enclosing ratification of loan 

of Mr. Adams in Amsterdam. ' -

From, the same to the same. Paris, September 24, 1788 ...... 190 
The Russians had overrated their victory in the Black Sea. Believes the Cap­

tain Pacha still master of that sea. Affairs of Europe. The Deputies of 
Brittany are released. 

Thomas Jefferson to the Commissioners of the Treasury. Paris, 
September 6, 1788.; .................................. 192 

Transmits certain papers b'l Mr. Vannet, to be delivered at New York. The 
ratification of the loan 0 1788 received. ' 

Thomas Jefferson to John Jay. Paris, November 14, 1788 .... 193 
Cause of the delay of entering upon the consular convention; at length com­

pleted, and the original transmItted for the ratification of' Congress. A brief 
enumeration of the changes effected. Encloses the lIeveral schemes succes­
sively proposed. Observations upon consular appointment,;,. Preference to 
be given to native citizens over aliens. Adds local observallons on the ports 
or France. State of the dispUklwith Schweighllu~er & Dobre. First form 
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proposed on the part or the United States, p. 199. First counter proposition 
on the 'part of Yrance, 1! •. 205. Second form proposed on the part of the 
United States, p. 218. Consular convention as finlilly signed; p. 224. 

ThpmasJ~fFerson to John Jay. Paris,November 19, 1788 •••••• 231 
. European affairs. An amI forbidding the importation of foreign whale oils. 

Letter on the subject to the Count de Montmorin. Asks of Congress a leave 
. of absence. Consular convention finisbed, eltcept the. ratification. Recom­
mends Mr. Short, 'who will be charged with affaIrS in his absence. Crop of 
corn .short in France; desired by Mr. Necker to make known the fact to 
!,-meri~ merchan!S. ~fTel of the King's Council of State prohibiting the 
lDlportatlOn of foreIgn oils, September 28, 1788; p. 236. 

Thomas Jefferson' io- Count de Montmorin. Paris, Octoher 23, 
1788 ................. . ". _._ .. ' .. :_ ••.........•.......... . 238 

Relative to the .....el prohibitin~ the importation of whale oils, and spermaceti, 
the produce of foreign fisherIes. Observations on the whale fishery, p. 240. 

Thomas Jefferson to John Jay .. Paris, November 29,1788 .... 253 
An GfTel giving a premium on wheat and flour &om the United States. Affairs 

'of France. . Great severity of ~old.. Euro~ean affairs. The King of Eng­
land a lunatIC. AmI of the King's' Council of State, November 23,1788, 

, p. 255. AfTel of the Kin~'s Council of Sta~, N,ovember 23, 1788. Respect-
mg the commerce of gram, p. 256., " 

.John Jay tol'homaSJefFerson, March 9, 1789 .............. 258 
The States have not been tepresented in Congress~ Business neglected. Mem­

bers of the new Government assemblin~. General Washington known to 
be elected President, and Mr. Adams VIce President. Letters received to 
the 29th November. Approves of the alterations in the consular convention. 
Conduct of Mr. Jefferson greatly commended. Regrets there is· no power 
or authority to grant the leave of absence requested. • 

Thomas Jefferson to John· Adams. Parjs, December 5, 1788 •• 259 
The admission 'of British whale oil into France. The' consequences. Trans­

mita a copy of his observatio~ on the whale ~shery, 
Thomas Jefferson to John Jay. Paris, January 11; 1789. '," .261 

Excessive cold in Europe. Russian military operations. Character of the 
Prince of Wales. His education, associates, conversation, &e. Progress, of 
France in her revolution .. , Arrangement with the General of the Mathurins to 
I!rovide for the necessities of the p'risoners at Algiers. Though there is no 
definitive answer, thinks the last million loan in Holland may be counted upon. 

From the same to the same., ,Paris, January 14,1789 •••••••• 266 
Relative to the explanatory IIfTiI on the subject of whale oils. Has received a 

letter from M. Necker. European affairs. Oczakow taken by assault. 

M. Necker to Thomas Jefferson. Versailles; January 11, 1789 •• 267 
Relative to the importation of whale oils, fish 'oils, &c. Encloses an IIfTel of 

the King's Council of State, DeCember 7, 1788, p. 268. 
Thomas Jefferson to John Jay. Paris, January 21,1789 .... ~ .270 

The French Ministry press the concurrence of the United States in endeavoring 
to prevent the fraudulent importation of British whale oil in American bot­
toms. Count de la 'Luzerne to Thomas Jefferson. June 18, 1789. On the 
subject of whale oil, p. 270. ' . . 

From the same to' the same. Paris, February 4,1789 ........ 271 
Relative to the misconduct of the Count de'Moustier. Representation to the 

Count de Montmorin. Leave of absence will probably ~e given to M. de 
Moultier. M •• Temant will be sent over as Charge d'AffaIres. 

From the' same to the same. Paris, March 1, 1789 •••••••••• 27~ 
European affairs. -Revolution in Geneva. RiotS in Brittany. Has received a 

letter from Admiral Paul Jones,. daled at St. Petersburgh. 
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Thomas Jefferson to John Jay. Paris, March 12, li89 •••••• 275 
Deane's two volumes of leuers and accounts purchased. Has written to a 

friend i!l London to endeavor to obtaia the other volumes. Letter from tBe 
bankers in Holland on financial affairs. France engs,,"ed in her elections. 
Affairs of Europe. M.del Pinto .at the head of the Portuguese Ministry. 
Thinks the negotiatio.Jl may be BuocessfuUy reaewed witll that Court. 

ThomaS Jefferson to Messrs. Willinks & Van Staphorsts. Paris, Feb-
~~ry 22, 1789 ....... -.......................... ~ ~ ..... I11III .278 

On financial affairs. Memorial on the subjeet of the molleY France 88Sumed 
to pay the Emperor fOl' the Duteh, p. 279. 

Thomas Jefferson to John Jay.' Paris, March 15, 1789 •••• "".~ 
Certain irOOnnation from Londt'n that ~o othel' hooks of Silu Deane exist bue 

the two purehased. Postscript, affairs in the north of Europe. 

Thomas Jefferson to William Cannichael. Paris, l\Iay 8, 1789 •• 283 
Papers relatin to the Isthmus of Darien omitted t8 be enclosed' in Mr. Car­

michael'll letter. America.n a1I"airs. Aeoount of the riot in PBriL Op:ning 
of the Slates General, &C. . 

'Thomas Jefferson to John Jay. Paris, May 9,1189 ••••••••• 285 
Affairs of Europe. Detailed accoUllt or tho progress of the Freaeh revalution. 

Proposition of M. Necker to abolish the Cree ports. -
From the same \0 the same.' PariS, l\Iay 12, 1'789.· .. " ••••••• 289 

Continuation of French affairs. Health of theEmpel"Ol" and JUng of Eegland. 
Stores seized by Schweighauser <\ Dobre. -

From the same to the same. Paris, June I 'T, 1789 •••••••••• 290 
No letters received later than the 25tJa of November. Death of the Grand 

Seignior. Prospects for Russia. Slate of health of the King of En~lancl. 
Affairs of France. Progress of the States General. Proceedings m St. 
Domingo. De Moustier baa asked his conge. Character of M. Necker. 

From the same to the same. Paris, June 24, 1789 •••••• " " •• 297 
ConLinuationof French affain.· .June 25-Namltion woLin.ed.WiD keep 

Mr. Jay informed of eveola. . 

From the same to the same. Pam, June 29,1789 ••••••••••• 301 
Transactions at Pari&; Letter of the ~ to· the Preaideut of the clergy. 

Similar letter ~ the l'fesidellt of the Nobleslie. Progress or the revolu-
tion. -

From the same to ,thesame. Paris, July 19, 1789 ••••••••••• 303 
List of letters written; fears BOme general miscarriage. Oapbue ot French 

merchant ships by the Algerines. Insolence of those picates. Scsn:.ity (I' 
llree.d in FniDce. And proCeeding of M. Mirabeaa Co eenswoe M. Necker. 
ConLinuation of the details or the FRDcll revalution. C~ or Ministry. 
Taking or the Bastile. Amende honorable of the King. Viall to Versailles. 
M. Montmorin and St. Priest replaced in the MUUstry. Postserip&, July 21-
Further changes in the Ministry. . 

From the same to the same. Paris. July 23. 1789 •••••••• ",' .310 
Proceedings at Paris. Two or the obnoxious Miaistry maseacred. 

From the same to the same. Paris, July 29, 1789 ••••••••••• 3ll 
!.etten received from Mr. lay to the 9t1t of March. Restoratioll 0' M. 

Necker. Flight of the Princes or the blood royal. Tumults IIUpposed te.­
be excited by the BritisQ. Disavowed by their Ambassador. &ate of the 
King of EDg1md.' . 

From the same to tho ~ame. Paris, August 5,1'789.. " ••••••• 313 
State of Paris. Nomination or other Ministers. PJ'OQee~"r the National 

A.eaembly. PretensiOIlll of the oity Of Faria. 
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Thomas Jefferson to William Carmichael. Paris, August 9, 

1789 ••••• " ••••••.• " •••••••••••. ' •••••••••••••••• ••• 314 
:Expectation of permission to return to America. Probable arrangement of the 

new Americall C6biDet. American affairs. Aft"airs of France • 
. Thomas Jefferso~ to John Jay. Paris, August 12, 1789 ....... 317 

The National Assembly, how occupied. Paris quiet. Distressing details /'rom 
the coUntry. -

John Jay to Thomas Jefferson. New York, June 19, 1789 •••• 317 
Announces Mr. Jeft"erson's pennissioll to return. Mr. Short aepointed to take 

c:harge of the public affairS. Causes of the delay in obwDlng the leave of 
absence. Resolution of ~e Senate. Indisposition of the. President. Reasons 
for writing informally. 

_Thomas Jefferson to John Jay. Pans, August 27, 1789 •••••• 319 
.;Letter of :rune 19th received. WID sail cfueetly for Vir~ia. Information 

from the bankers in Holland .on financial affairs. Aft"rurs in the north at 
Europe. RevolubOD in the Bishopl'iek of Liege. Slate of Paris, aDd detail. 
of aft"airs of France.' Character of the Duke d '<hleans. Project of selling 
-the ~neh. W est I~a Islands fur money. -The ide.a of their emancipatio!1 

_ _ _ prevailing m the mmdsof some meabera of the Nal.lonal Aaaembly. 
From the same tothesam~ Paris. September 19,1789 •••••• 324 

Consigns to Mr. Jay-a box of officers' mU$kets. Statement of ships fitted 
out by the English for the whale fishery in 1788 and 1789. The General of 
the order· of Mathurins authorized to redeem the captivelt at Algiers. In 
case of danget of bankruptcy has .directed Mr. Sho,,", to withdraw Unite4. 
States funds Crom the hands oC M. Grand and to pay them to the Go"ern­
ment. Conduct of M. Marbois in St. DolDingo. Impro'Vement of American 
.credit at AmsterdaDI·. Transfer of the domesbc debt to Europe, Unsuc­
cessful issue of the French loan. _ Proeee~ of the National Assembly. 
Parties in Fl'Il!'ce. Course of the Marquis de 1a Fayette. Speculations upon 
European afflLlrlt. 

From the same to the same. Havre, Septembet 30,1799 ••••• 330 
Proceeds to Cowe!!, and thence to Norfolk,in Virgini.. Will go directly to 

his own house, and thence to New York. Proceedings of the National 
Assembly. State of the French finances. Consumption of bread in France. 
Writes to M. Necker on the importatiOR of salted pro'risioDS into France. 
Improvement of out .eommerce al JIavre. ArrangeIDen\ for IadiDC \vilA salt 
at Honlleut. 

CORRESPOND~C:& OJ!' lORN A~AMS. 

:rhe Honorable.John Adams, Minister Plenipotentiary, to his Excel­
lency the President or Congress. London, November 9, 1783~ .335 

,In September dangerously ill at Paris. On the 20th Octoher quitted AuteuiI, 
neighborhood of Passy» for London. Arrived in London the 26th October. 
Mr. Jay met in London. In a private caeacity; will continue 80 uDies8 
authorized to n~otiate on commerce. Comnussion and instructions expected; 
np,!n the recep~n !>( which Mr. Hartley is empowered to fi.niah bllsiness. 

, Thinks the negobabon would succeed better here than at ParI •• 
From the same to the same. London, November 13, 1783: •• 336 

Op\niOD of the Briti.~ fllinistry. - The Kin .. 's reeommenoiatiQD of the naviga­
tIon act. T~e coalibon count It great majority of memhers of the House of 
Commons; mtend to strengthen themselves: in what manner: causes for 
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apprehension to the ruling Ministry. Dem8nds of Ireland; policy pursued 
towards that country. Difficulties oCthe East Indian system. Public credit. 
A deficit of £4,000,000. A loan difficult, but popular. The United State. 
another object of debate; ~:~~~e friendly course of an opposition. Diffi­
cult1. of diSsuading the A .. ration from the policy their proclamations 
exhibit. London the only snitable place for negotiatIng. Mode of awing 
the Ministry. Better treating in London than Paris, even if Dr. Franklin be 
associated. Letter from Mr. Hartley. Interview requested. Request a 
matter of mere form. Importance of the real friendship, of Aineries. 
Present Ministers affecting to believe otherwise. Another war the fatal COD-
sequence. , I 

Extract from the Secret Journal of Foreign Affairs, January 31, 
1785 .......• . -..•...•...•......... ................... 339 

.. Resolution to send a Minister to Great Britain." 
Resolution limiting the period of service to Ministers and others to 

three years, February 18, 1785 ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 339 
Election· of John Adams to be Minister Plenipotentary to the Court 

of Great Britain, February 24, 1785 .•••••••••••••••••••• 340 
Report of Secretary Jay of February 5, 1785 .•••••••••••••• 340 

Instructions to the Minister Plenipotentiary at the Court of Great Britain. 
Report of Secretary Jay, February 10, 1785 .•••••••••••••• '.341 

Case of Blair McClenachan. 
Extract from the Secret Journal of Foreign Affairs,. l\Iarch 7, 

1785 ...........•........... ..................... ... 342 
Congress permit the return of Dr. Benjamin Franklin. 

John Jay to John Adams. New York, March 15, 1785 •••••• 343 
EnC;loses e;a:tracts from, the Journals of Congress, which give information or 

h18 appolDtment, &c. ' 
From the same to the same. March 18, 1785 •••••••••••••• 344 

Delay of the packet in sailing. Commission, instructions, &c., prepared. 
Commissions to John Adams and W. Smith. Extract from the Secret Jour­
nals of Congress, March 14, 1785, p. 344. 

John Adams to John Jay. Bath Hotel, Westminster, l\Iay 29, 
1785 .....•...•..........•....•......... ~ ...... .... 345 

Arrival at Westminster, May 25, 1785. Meets Colonel SmiLh, and visits Lord 
Caermarthen, who gives his advice with ~ to the presentation of creden­
tials and introduction to their Majesties. Correspondence with the Secretary 

,of State transmitted, Nos. I, 2, 3, 4, 5. 
John Jay to John Adams. l\Iarch 31, 1785 •••••••••••••••• 348 

Transmits a certified copy of an act of Congress of the 21st instant, p. 348. 
From the same to the same. New York, April 13,1785 .••••• 349 

Refers to fonner letters committed to Paul Randall, Es~.; letters also written 
by Captain Lamb. Encloses copies of papers respecung the deportation or 
negroes and debts due British merchants. On these subjects IDstruCtiOns 
partly turn; the papers are therefore transmitted. PapM1l transmitted: Ex­
tract of a letter from Sir Guy Carleton to General Washington, May 12. 
1783, p. 350. Extract from the General Order of General Washington, 
April 15,1783, p. 351. Copy of a Resolution of Con~ of 26th May, 
1783, p. 3a2. General Washington to Sir Guy Carleton, June 2,1783, p. 
353. Extract of a letter from 811' Guy Carleton, in answer, p. 353. Extracl 
of a letter from the Commissioners to General Washington, June 14, 1783. 
p. 353. Extract of a Remonstrance from the Coaunissioners to Sir Guy 
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'Carleton, p. 354. Copy of a Remonstrance to Sir Gu'! Carleton, Iune 9, 
1783, p. 354. General Washington to the President 0 Congress, Iune 28, 
1783, p. 356. Copy of a letter from Sir Guy Carleton to Robert R. Living­
ston, April 14, 1783, p. 357. Cop)" of a letter from General Washington to 
the President of Congress, Ma)" 8, 1783, P< 358. Copy of a letter from 
General Washington to Sir Guy Carleton, May 6, 1783, p. 359. Conference 
between GeneraI Washington and Sir Guy Carleton, p. 361. Copy of the 
Appointment and Instructions of the Commissioners, p. 363. 

John Adams to John Jay. Londou, 1\Iay 30, 1785 •••••••••• 365 
Acknowledges the receipt of Mr. lay's letter of the 31st March, with a reso­

lntion of Congress of the !lIst March. Will obe)" the spirit of the resolution. 
The course of his Danish Majesty has produced a more liberal decision in 
England in conferring hoi)" orders. Letters of the 13th April received. No 

. news of Captain Lamb. Opinion of the FrenCh Court that Congress should 
send a Consul with full powers. Receipt of various communications from 
MI'. lay. Ministers write monthl'!, but possess no certain evidence of their 
letters b~ received. Visits 0 EngLiSh gentlemen; their conversation. 
Will be received in all respects as other foreign Ministers. It does not follow 
they will do what their bonor and public faith re'luire, either with regard to 
the posts, n~es, or debtors. Can ascertain nothing until publicly acknowl­
edged, and Urne has been had to discuss these questions. P. S. Informed 
by Sir Clement C. Dormer that an audience Will De granted on Wednesday. 

From the same to the same. Bath Hotel, Westminster, June 1, 
.1785 .............................................. 367 

Audience of his Majesty. Usual ceremony and all necesssry formalities, with 
80me marks of attention. Hopes soon to be able to give 80me opinion of the 
disposition of the King and Ministers. 

From the same to the same. Bath Hotel, Westminster, June 2, 
1785 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ". '.' •••••••••••• ~ •• 367 

Advice of Lord Caermarthen and others to riIake speeches to their Majesties, 
being in accordance with form· and custom. Invited by Lord Caermarthen 
to accoml!._"!'y him in his coach to Court. Detailed account of the interview 
with the King. The speech of Mr. Adams and reply of the King; manners 
of the King, who appeared deeply affected. Conversstion whicll ensued, 
and departure. Other ceremonies to go through. Visit to the Queen, &e. 

From the same ,to the same. Bath Hotel, Westmiuster, June 6, 
1785 .••.. '!' ••• ,. ••••• " ............................. ~ •• 371 

Movements of ScOtCh merehait~. who had debts in America to petition Parlia­
ment. Interview with the persons delegated; their expectations. Reply and 
opinions oC Mr. Adams upon the necessity of allowing time to the debtors. 
Pleasant and fortunate termination of the business. Delay in negotiation on 
account of the illness or Lord Caermarthen. 

John Jay to John Adams. 'Office of Foreign Affairs, August 3, 
1785 .••• ~ .•••• _a. , • .... ;.. ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• • 37~ 

Acknowledges the receipt of letters to the 1st Iune. Replies to the varioua 
. subjects of those letters. 

John Adams to John Jay. Bath Hotel, Westminster, June -10, 
1785 ................................................. 376 

Introduction to the Queen. SpeeCh to her Majesty. Queen's reply. R~ason8 
for sending an account of these formalities home. Compliments will not 
relax navigation acts. Have it in our power to enact the same. Scareely 

-possible to calculate their naval advantages. -
From the same to the same. Westminster, June 17 .. 1785 ••••• 378 

Visit to the Secretary of Stste by appoinUnent. His Lordship expresses ~. 
good disposition towards America. Reciproca.te~ on t~e p~ o.f the ~men­
can peopl~; but some causes of uneasiness eXlSUOg, SlX pnnelpal pOlUts to 
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on trade, with their fatal consequences; the payment of debts contracted 
before the war. The construction of the armistice of the 20th January, 
1783, and the decisions conse,\uent thereon. The liquidation of the charges 
of prisoners of war. The pnncipal heads; comments upon them. Reply 
of his Lordship; desires something in writing to begin with. The affair of 
the posts the most pressing. On that subject Mr. Adams communicates the 
tenor of his instructions, and inquires the determination of Ministers. His 
Lordship will himself inquire. Future course of Mr. A~m8 laid doWD. 
P. S . .,..Remarks of Lora Caennarthen upon the proceedings at Boston, 
which he was sorry to see. Reply thereto. 

John Jay to John Adams. Office of Foreign Affairs, August 26, 
l785 .•••.••.• ~ .: .... ... " .. ~ .. ,' •••••• a"' •• -••• ',' ._e . .... 383 

Acknowledges the receipt of letters to the 17th June. 
Report of John Jay to Congress. Office of Foreign Affairs, June 

23, 1785 .. ~ •...•.•••.••••• e ........................... • 383 
John Adams to John Jay. Bath Hotel, Westminster, June 26, 

1785 .•••.••••.•••.•••.••• ~ • ~ .•...•.•..••..••. ~ .... • 385 
- Recapitulates the 9th article of the Confederacy. Recommends the reconsid­

eration of this proviso, the giving additional powers to Congress. Thinks 
the States would comply with such recommendations as would impose heavy 
duties upon British SnIpping! or even to prohibit them. Thinks there will 
be no commercial treaty unW England, is made to feel its necessity. Argu­
ments of the English in defence of their system. How met by the Americans. 
Visits of official persons; their sayings. Interview with Lord Hood; con­
versation. Parties reserved upon American affairs; afraid of each other: 
Unanimity in American measures, which will make them feel. can alone 
produce a fair treaty of commerce. . 

John Jay to John Adains. Office of Foreign Affairs,September 6, 
1785.- .. .. , ....... , ............ , ............. ,. ....................... . 387 

Affair of Captain Stanhope ai Boston. Observations on the course of Great 
Britain towards the United States. Their holding the posts a pledge oC ' 
enmity. Conduct anel character of the loyalists; their misrepresentations. 
William Pitt; England will be much the better or much the worse for him. 
Arthur Lee elected flo tb~ vacant Treasury Board. Governor Rutledge 
declines going to Holland. Affair of Longchamps adjusted. 

Extract from the SeCretJ ournal, August 1 "l, 1785 •• 'c' •• ~ •••• 389 
Letter of Governor Bowdoin, of Massacbusetts, complaining of the conduct 

of Captain Stanhope, of his Britannic Majesty's Bbip Mercury, p. 390. 
Letters between Captain Stanhope and Governor Bowdoin, numbered 1, 2, 
3. 4, and 5, pp. 39~95. ~eport of Sec:retary of Foreign Affairs OD &he co .... 
respondence, p. 395. 

John Adams to John Jay. Grosvenor Square, Westminster, July 
19, 1785 ................................ ~ ........... ' .•.•• .•.• 396 

Requests steps may be taken to supply Ministers abroad with the laws of the 
several States. Obli~ to afeliow-cIUzen for &he laws of New York; pleasecl 
with an act of the eIghth session, second meeting, vesting the United States 
in commercial affairs with regulating and prohibiung powers for fifteen years. 
Comments thereon, and what should be the course of the United Stale8. 
Acting in concert enforced. Disbelief of the En;lish. Their writings ~cl 
opinions .. Duke ofPortIand'slll!d Mr. Pitt's. admInistration a !iemo~stratJon 
of it. Believe the I can monopolize the Amencan trade, and build theIr h0IM's 
upon division in merica. Their progress in the arts, their taste and skill. 
with the cheapness of their goodS, they think ensures them a prefere~ee, 
which is proved by the in1Iux of cash and bills of exchange into. those k~ 
doms. Different opinions, however, of their prosperity, and their ~~rlcan 
c:ollllIlerci.al ~tiODl. People deceived by falSeiloods. A diaPOI,IUOD 10 
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war with the United States. Their poverty a restraint. Attachment to their 
ilavigation act. Determi!lation to consider u~ foreigners, to draw ~way our 
seamen; therefore desp&ll'S of any treaty until they feel the necessity for it. 
Recommends that the States should give the same power which has been 
granted. by the State of New York. No Jwpes of a treaty without Ille ~ 
mous concurrence of all the States in vigorous measures. 

From the same to' the same. Grosvenor Sq,uare. Westminster. ,July 
29, 17.85 ................... ........ 11. • ............................ ..... 400 

Encloses copies 'of letters to Lord Cael'Rllll'thCft, with the project of. eommer­
cia! treaty. ReasoRs assigRed for this procedure which will embarrass the 
English Ministry. Expects no e(lUnter project nor any answer for a long 
time. No arraogemem. will be made unless the Congress should have dele­
gated tG t~em supreme power in mattern of foreign commerce, and after a 
firm exerelSe of that supremacy. 

John Adams 10. Lord Ca~eD.Grosvenor Square, July 14, 
1785. ~ ... . ' ..... ,. ......................... ' ................................. 401 

Quotes the twenty-second article of the preliminary «eaty. The same stipu­
lations with Spain, Vessels captured and condemned in violation ()f lhe 
article~ Improper translation of "J""l"'a~ Isks Vanaria." Gives. the 
original. Intention of the conlA".etiug parties, Proposes tG change, by con­
Tention, tile phraseology, so as tG reaAl .ru.q.. •• '" 1aIiIu4i. eu Isla Ctmariu. 

From' tile ,sam,e to the same. Grosvenor Square, J uly 27, 1785 •• 403 
IBtOrms his Lordship of the judgment rendered ia New York under a mistaken 

interpretation' of the ·armlStice. Similar deCl'ees ill Connecticut and Rhode 
Island. Appeal lies from the States' .admiralty courts to a court appointed 
by Congress. ·Parties should have appealed. Decisioos of Massachusetts 
and all. the other States, with those of the eourt ·of Halifax, confonnable tG 
the ·true intention of tJie armistice; In order to l!eader the decisions of 
<:Durta eonformable toesch other, proposes a declaratioa in ,the form en-
closed. ' 

Form of Declaration proposed in the/preceding letter ••••••••• 404 
John Adams to Lord Caermarthen. Grosvenor Square, July 29, 

1785 .... a._ ... ......... ,. ••••••• •••••••••• , ••••• " ••• a __ •• 406 
f;tatemel)t of the difficulties in commerce bet"';een the United States and Great 

Britain. No politiea1 ..... oogements existing, it was sopposed trade would 
.. esIHBe its tormer eourae. Debtors unable too u.ke ~emittanee.'il in eonse­
quence of impedit;glllll.B. Submits tG hia Lo~dllhip Ibe policy of persevering 
iB their 'restrictive system, and Ibereby alienating American commerce, or 
forcillg them to ~ suhstitutes wiLh. otIler IIations, or in manufactures at 
aoine. With a view to a candid discussion,proposes to his Majesty's Min­
isters the project of a fair and equitable treaty of eommerc:e. Submits the 
.question whtither the negotiation shaJ.l.be coil1ll'Cte.d wi.t.h hia ,l.cmlship or 

, any other person. 
Draft of a Commercial Treaty submitted to Lord Caermarthen, con-

taining 'twenty-six artieles .•• '.' •••.•.••••••••••••••••••••• 40'7 . 
RepOO't of Secretary Jay en the draft of a commercial ¢reaty, February 2. 

1786, p.4J7. 
John Jay to John Adams. Qffice of Foreign Affairs, August· 3, 

1785 ............ ~ ......... · ..... ~ ........ ; ............ 418 
Transmits his report of the 9th June, 1785, with. the letter or John Carter, on 

the detention of American prisoners, p. ~18. 
From the same to the same •. New York, October 14, 1765 ... 419 

.,Acknowledges ilie receipt of le.tters to the '29th July, with their e!lclosures. 
Agrees with Mr. Adams in OpiniOB as tG· the candaet and pohcy of the 
United States. Character of ilie present Congress. Letters , of' Mr. Adams 

VOL. II.-B 
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useful. Remarks upon his silence touching the posts. '\'\till communicate 
the acts of the State Legislatures. War with Algiers may lay the foundation 
for a navy. Doctor Franklin at Philadelphia; hopes he will reconcile parties. 
Congratulations on the issue of the discussions with the Netherlands. 

John Adams to John Jay. Grosvenor Square, Westminster, August 
6,. 1785 •••••••••••• , •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 421 

Chan'ge of the spirit of the times since December, 1783; favorable disposition 
at that period to America. The national system not then settled. Since, 
commerce has reverted to its old channel. The En~lish boast that it can 
,1Iow in no other. Opinions ,decided in favor of navIgation acts; causes of 
this opinion. The course of the United States. Refers' to discussions in 
Con~ess in 1774. Great Britain has commenced commercial hostilities, 
origmating in jealousy. They consider us as dangerous rivals, and are fearful 
of their manufacturers, merchants, and seamen passing over to us. If a 
commercial'war.is to be waged, advises temperance and circumspection. 
Would not advise the struggle if there was any prospect of justice without 
it. No answer from Lord Caermarilien; will not press one. 

From the same to the same. Grosvenor Square, Westminster, August 
, 8, 1785 ..• " .... ' ...... , . " ~ . , ... " ......•...... ' ...... . 423 

Suspects Ministers of a design to impose the shackles of the navigation acts 
upon Ireland, that the three kingdoms may act in concert ~...unst America. 
Hints of a union with Ireland thrown out in Parliament. Ministerial publi­
cations. Extract from the bill grounded on the twenty propositions of Mr. 
Pitt. The extract proves the design of drawing Ireland into the combina­
tion. Jealousy of the United States not confined to England. France or 
England would rather serve the other than the United States. Statute of 5 
Ric. 2 C. 3 quoted. If the United States were able and willing to imitate the 
statute, what would be its consequences. Character of the people. Are 
they capable of the exertion? What would foreign nations sayl Such an, 
act would lay the axe at the root of British commerce, revenue, and naval 
power. Suggests a heavy duty on forei~ ships. Speculations upon pro­
hibitory acta of the United States. For"'gners should not participate in the 
coastin~ trade. Vast increase of American naval power will be the conse­
quence m a few years. France and England equally infatuated with re"ooard 
to America. 

From the same to' the same. Grosvenor Square, Westminster, August 
10, 1785.",. ~ .••.......... ' ..•................. ~ ..... . 428 

.11m. of the King of France worthy of consideratio'n. First avowal by any 
sovereign of commercial principles so generous and noble. The United 
States have propagated tile sentiment, and have more cause of complaint 
that liberty is not universally admitted. Selfish policy of England. Fearful 
that we shall be obliged to imitate her practice. Would venture upon monop­
olies and exclusions if founlt to be the only arms of defence. Future course 
and policy of the United States. Wishes no distinction between the ships 
and mariners of different States: should have greater privileges than' for­
eigners. 

John Jay tei John,AdaIXls. I New York, November 1, 1785 •••• 430 
Letters received to the 10th August. Agrees with Mr. Adams as to what 
, ought to be done. Diversity of opinions in the United States. Advices of 

war with Algiers. ' - -

From the san,e to the same. New York, November 1,1785 ••• 431 
Transmits an act of Congress of 13th October, 1785, on British claims and 

encroachments upon the northeast boundary. Encloses copies of pnpers, 
Nos. 1 to 14, inclusive, pp. 431-454. 

From the Same to the same. New YOl'k, November 1,1785 ••• 454 
Encloses the copy oC.an act of Congress compebsating the services of MonsieUl' 

Dumas. 
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John Jay to John Adams. New York, November 2, 1785 •• , ,454 
Introduces Mr. Houdon, the celebrated sculptor of Paris. Employed to make 

a statue of General Washington. 
John Ada:ms to John Jay. Grosvenor Square, Westminster,August 
.25, 1785 .... ~ .... ~ ......... ..••............. ' .... .... 455 

Lonl\: conference with Mr. Pitt. Minute detail of what passed at the conference. 
DiffiRulty of eliciting opillions. Reasons for their silence. Mr. Pitt more 
opeI\ than was· expectell. Would be pleased at reeeivin~ answers to com­

'munications, b~t does no~ expect t!>em. Thinks the naVIgation acts will be 
suffered :to go mto operation expenmentally. 

From the sam,e to the same •. Grosvenor Square, Westminster, August 
28, 1785" •.•.. _._ . '-If." •••• ~ ••• ••••.••••••••••••••••••• 462 

Eneioses for Congress the statute S!6 GeO'. 3, c. 81, with 25 Geo. 3, c. 67, pro­
hibiting the exportation. of certain tODls, and the seducing artificers and 
worlmien to go mto parts beyond the seas; enumerates the prohibiting tools, 
as' goin~ to shew the spirit of that country towards the Umted States This 
statute IS a volume of polities fdr us. Facility of obtaining the same tools in 
France, with printed descriptions. . 

From the same to the same., Grosvenor Square, Westminster, August 
29, 1785, •• , ., •• '.~' ,.,' • ~ ••••• "',. , , .... ,' "., ,., .464 

Liberal system of commerce of the United States.· France an artful appearance 
of it", By our liberality England and France make a greater advantage of 
·tIleirmonopolies. A sketch of the commercial conflict between Englanll and 
France during th~ reigns of the Stuarts. The effect of the po~icy .of Eng­
land upon the Umted States; Can only be counteracted by. naVIgation acts. 
Prohibitions protecting duties and bounties. 

From the same to. the same. Grosvenor Square, Westminster, August 
30, 1785 ............... a'. .......... ~ ••••••••••••••• ~ • • 461 

Nec:ssity.or'the United States inIposing restrictions. Would exclude British 
ships from" coming and dealing in " our exportations. Other nations might 
be permitted, unless the English found means to man~e our exportations 
through them. A retaliation for the exclusion of Amenean ships from the 
British dominions. How long will Americans consent to pay four to five 
hundred ,per cent. upon articles of their produce, while British subjects pay 
b,!-t ten per cent. upon any.of their commo~~ies in our ports? Refers to ~he 

. stipulati0ll, of the 18th article. of the defimtive treaty of peace, concermng 
new arrangements of commerce; .also to the 9th article of the treaty between 
Spain.and Great Britain. Mr. Crawford sent to France to treat under the 
above article; Nothi\lg will he effected .. Fixed intention of the English 
Ministers to preserve peace with France and Spain. !fthe expectations and 
hypothesis of Mr. Pitt are justified in 1786, which he declared at the opening 
the budget in 1785, they will persevere in their course towards America in 
spite ·of remonstrances, prohi6itions, and retaliation, wage a new war; and 
keep possession of the western posts. America no party' in her favor. 
Patienoewil! do no good under the. unequal burthens. Nothing but retalia­
tion. How England. may farther injure ·us. Our only resource to export· 
our own produce, and encourage manufactures. System of the Ministers 
not yet digested; dependent upon contingencies. . 

From the.: same 'to' the saIrie;.Grosvenor Square, Westminster, 
August 31,1785 .......... , .• ,',. , .. ,", •• , ......... , •• 471 
• Anecdote pf a~ Italian Ambaa'sador. . Hi~ mode of obtaining intelligence. 

Ministerial mode of sounding the English people. The method put in prac­
tice upon the admission of American ships and oil. Unanimous voice against 
it. Remarks made to.,lMr. Pitt upon the political writers; their theories, 
opinions;. corrects their errors. Present subjects of discussion by the Eng­
lish 'press.. Caution of the Ministers; yet .upposell, from some mimitllsted 
anXIety, that propositions have been made to the Courts of France 1l.II4 
. Spain in relation to pending negotiations. . . 
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John Adams to John Jay; Grosvenor Square, Westminster, Sep-
tember 2, 17.85 •.••. .•••••••••••••••. .: ................. 4~3 

Mr. Temple has gone to America as Consul General. No proposition has yet 
been made to IIeIld a Minister Plenipotentiary \0 America. Reeomme»ds 1he. 
step, but waits the instructions of Congress. Advantage of there bein~ a 
Mmister near the Government of the United States. Thinks the sppomt­
ment of Mr. Temple should be met by corresponding appointments. COB8Uls 
and Vice Controls beneficial to Ministers. Recommends the appointment of 
Consuls in Holland, Sweden, Prussia. Wherefore. . 

From the same to the same. Grosvenor Squll!e, September 3, 
1785.· .............. 11; .......... ~ •••• ~.! ••••• " •• , ........... 474 

. Iptroduce~ l\lJ". 10hn Wingrove. His knowledge of the East. Indies. 
,From the same to the same. Grosvenor Square, WestmIDster, Sep-

tember 6, 1785. •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , •.•.•• '., .475 
Acknowledges the reeejpt of letters or the 3d August. Letters oferedence. 

Omission to the Queen explained to Lord Caermarthen. Expeets DO answer 
concerning the posts until the meeting of Parliament. Silence of the Min­
isters. People discontented, and danger of mobs. The lower order favor­
ably dL.po1le4 \0 Ameriea, hence the efforts of the pre&1i \0 eountemcl thia 
tendency and prevent emigration, The Danish Minister informell of the 
resolution of the 21st March. r . 

From the same 10 ,he same. Grosvenor Square~ Westminster. Sep-
tember 15, 1785 ••••••••••••••••. ,., •• , •••• , •••• , ••• e •• 476 

Transmits .,y Mr. Charles Storer the ratification of the b'eatr and convention 
between the United States and the States General of the Uruted Netb.edands. 

. Wiehell the receipt maT be noted in the Journals of Congress. . 

J'ohn Jay to John Adams. New York, November 26, 1785 ••• 476 
Meeting of Congress and election of Mr. Hancock. President has received 

letters 10 the 15th September, with their enolosures-laid before Congo-ess. 
Encloses a eopy of the proceedings of the Commi9Bionel'8 respecting the 
detK'rtation of negroes. Mr. Temple arrived. Acts of Rhode Is~ regu­
latlDg trade. Partial acts may produce a general system. The Federal 

. Government alone competent 10 llie task. 

John Adams tQJohn Jay. Grosvenor Square. October 15. 1785 •• 478 
Mr. lay's letter ef the 6th September, with the act of Congress of the 18th 

August, reeeiftd. Agmee with Mr.h.y i. the sentiment that it is the interest. 
of England and America 10 be wen with each other. But such is now the 
opinion of DO party. The l'eply to the demand for the 8UlTeDtier of the 
posts only certain binta about tne debts. No rormal requisitiou yet made by 
memorial. Will do it at the proper time, if so instructed; but would be glad 
of the qrders of Co~. Diffet'eDt modes of affecting England aBCI coun­
tervailihg her reetriCtlons. Mr. Barclay appointed \0 ~ 10 Morocco; other 
apJK!intments. Can obtain no answer from the Mifulltry. OtheF foreign 
Ministers in the lame predicament. The idea of a treaty with America has 
Tai8ed the value of 1II0cks; but entertains ne IIIUlgaine hopes. . 

.From the' same to the same. Grosveoor Square, October 17, 
1785 ................ ~ .......... ................... . ', •••..• 48q' 

Neutral policy of the United States. Jealousy of France an II EnglantL Rea­
Bons for diminishing the power of the United States. An alliance courted 
by Ji:ngland, and wherefore rejected. Somethiag expectell which America 
eannot concede. Importance of the question now belbre the Ministry. 
Whether to yield to the demands or the United States or force them into 
other and closer eonnenons of alliance aDd eommef'le with France, Spain, 
~d Holland. Treaty with Portugal; commercial Btipulati?nB; \heir ~t 
mfluence. The United States may lonn a new eommereial treaty WIth 
France upon the same principles. Ita fatal effect upon England. ~hat' 
_howd form the baBiB 01 .. commercial treaty. Tlae United Statee believed 
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incapable ot acting with e.ergy. Embarrassed with treating; how far pru-
dent to go. Despair of the Ministry. . 

John Adams to John Jay. Grosvenor Square" October ~l, 
1785 .... ' .............. " ................•.•••• . ~ •. .. 483 

Visit to Lord Caermarthen 'b}' appointment. Delivers a memorial for the dis­
charge of Americans. ·The correspondence of Governor Bowdoin and Cap­
tain Stanhope, and a letter concermng the questions agitated at Paris by the 
Duke of DOrse~ Details a long conversation with the Minister on commerce 
ant! navigation. Unsatisfactory resnlt. Sayings of persons hostile to the 
United States. Indecision ot the Ministry owing to their not knowing how 
to act. Fearful of attempting what they ought to do. The commerce of 
America will have no relief until she has re&aJjated. Navigation aeta wi. 
avail in treatin~ with France and Holland as well as EnglaJId. Situation or 
England. Umon or an parties against America. The remedies which Con­
gress and the States .havlI it in their power to apply. Money in Amsterdam 
nearly exhausted. Extravagance of a party in England which would force 
Mr. Pitt into a war with America.. Rise of the stocks •. National pride and 
vanity increased in a greater proportion. ~ enly hope in the resolution 
and ullllllimity of his fellow.oCltizens. 

l!'romthesame to the same. Grosvenor Square, Westminster, Octo-
ber. 25,.1785 .•• it ........ ••••••••••••••• , ••• ~ •••••••••• 491 

Attempt of the Crown to telax the nalrigatioD act in the treaty with Portugal. 
Parhament and the nation would not admit it. Consequent reetraint upon 
the Ministers. and leal' ·of ventul'~ upon a treaty with America. notwIth­
standing the sense ef Parham...... ExpiratiOft or the AmericaJl intercourse 
act, and the N ewfoundlalld act. The revival of those statutes will bring on 
debate. Sketch of a debate which ensued upon Mr. Piu's moving to bring 

-in a bill for confining, for a time to' be limited, the trade between the United 
States and his Majesty'. subjects in the Islan. of Newfoundland, to bread, 
flour. and live-stock, to be imported ,in none but British-built ships, belonging 
to. British subjects. Reaso ... for. giving this abridgment of the debate. 
The United States may learn from it their duty. A plain induction, viz: 
that no mall ot any party bad the courage to declare himself for a. free trade 
between tile United States and ant of lite Britieh dominions in America. 
Mr. Pitt against a total ",rohibition, but would confine the intercolUSe to 80 
rew articles that the tJ'ruted States must reject the narrow intercourse. A 
settled plan to dupe us out at our carrying' trade. It'tlle United Statel 
submit, they· deserve the contemI't or the world. The honorable stand or 
Mlnlsaehusetta and New Hampsliire. ' Hope'; Congress will not be lulled by 
any fair expreesions of Mr. TemEle. No ressoll8.ble relief can be obtained 
for ·our commerce from England. The question snbmitted 'lvltat shall 
America do? Advises retaliations and proliibitionS'. Nation;;{ prejudice in' 
favor of the navigatiori aet, from the opmion the United States eannot unite 
in laws and measures which would make one. 

rrom the sam~ to the same. Grosvenor Square, WeStmmster, Octo-
ber 27 j 1785 ••.•.•••.•.•• -.'. '.' •• ' ••• ~ ••••• '. ' ••••• ' •••• '. '. '. ' •••• 501 

Papers relative to Captain Stanhope to be sent to Lord Rowe by the Marquis 
of Caermarthen. His Lordship's opinion of the letter. The Court will 
probably disapprove ot them. .. 

John Jay to John Adams. New York, December 5,1785 •••• 501 
'trimsmits an act ot Congress respecting Mr. Temple, which is believed to be 

Just and. liberal. Extract ·(rom tha Seoret 10urnals, DecembeP 22, 1785, 
,p.502, . . ' 

From the!lalll~ ,to the,same. ,Office of Foreign Affairs, January 2, 
,1786· .•• ' ••• ........ ~ ..... ................................. 502 

Encloses a copy or a letter oftbe 21s~ December (rom Mr. ~emJlle. Direc!-i0n 
of Congress to communicate it to his Britannic Majesty, WIth the delermma­
lion of C,\ngress thereupon. The office ot Consul General does not extend 
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to matten of this kind; may intimate that Congress expect a Minister. The 
British Court would receive more accurate information than they at present 
obtain. Letters acknowledged to the 27th October, 1785. Report of Secre­
tary Jay, January 31, 1786, p. 503. Report of Secretary Jay, March 22, 
1786, p. 505. 

John Jay to John Adams. New York, February 3, 1786: •• 510 
Letters from Mr. Adams to the 27th October, with their enclosures, under the 

consideration of Congress. Transmits two reports of Secretary Thomson. 
Ves$els about to sail· for Canton. Indications of jealousy with the Dutch. 
A rich cargo direct from India: Consequences important •. Advance of the 
public paper. of New York., 

Report of the Secretary of Congress, . January 4, 1786 •••••••• 511 
John Jay to John Adams. New York, February 22, 1786 .... 515 

Transmits papers relative to Massachusetts. Nine States not yet represented. 
Growth of Federal opinions; greater progress in the North than South • 

. Copies of papers referred to, with the report of Mr. Jay thereon, pp. 516-625. 
John Adams to John Jay. Grosvenor Square, Westminster, Novem-

ber 4, 1,785 •••••••.• ••••••••• ~ ••••••••••••••••• l- •••• • 525 
.11m, of the King of France granting a bounty of ten livres per quintal upon 

fish of the French fisheries, and an impost upon all foreign fish. Commu­
nicates the fact to Lord Caermarthen. His LOrdship'S character. Mr. Pitt; 
change of sentiments towards America. Doubts his return to first principles, 
unless forced by American navigation acts. Proceedings at Charleston 
encouraging. Trade with America must come under the considerationot 
Parliament. Their deliberations only to be influenced by American naviga­
tio!l.acts. English nation blinded by prejudice and passion. State of the 
Bnllsh press. 

John Jay .to .John Adams. Office or Foreign Affairs, May 1, 
1786 ......••...• ..• ~ ................................ . 521 . 

Informs of the pleasure of Congress to protract negotiations. 
John Adams to John Jay. Grosvenor Square, Westminster, Novem-

ber 5, 1785 .... ' .••.....•...... ~ •..........•.•..••.• . 521 
Return to London of the Chevalier Pinto. Communicates the desire of the 

Court of Portugal to form a treaty with the United States. Detail of a con­
versation upon the commerce of ilie two countries, and J;>reliminary measures. 
Observations of the Chevalier upon the British nav~atlon act. requires into 
the views ofthe United States with regard to a Mimster and Consul. Amer­
ican ships will be admitted at Macao. General contest for the carrying trade. 
Commercial treaties become fashionable. Attempts to retard the progress or 
the United States. ' 

From the same to the same. Grosvenor Square, November lI. 
1785 ...... ' ........................................ 533 

Tr'ade t~ India', ~d advice to merchants. The direct trade to be promoted by 
imposing heavy duties upon Indian goods via Europe. ,The intercourse 
worthy of attention. Propriety of Americans conducting themselves well 
towards the nativell. 

Mr. Jay's Report on 'the preceding letter ••••••••••••••••••• 534 
John Adams to John Jay. Grosvenor' Square, November 24, 

1785 ..•••....•...........•..•.......... ~ .•..•.... . 535. 
Acknowledges receipt of letter!! of the 14th of October. Defensive alliance 

between France and Holland si~ned at Paris the 10th instant. English. 
. attempt to defeat' the measure. '1 hinks the power of EI1!l'lnnd endan/!:ered, 
and iliat America should join the defensive alliance. Notlung can be effected. 
in London •. Contemptible opinion of the British Ministry. The late even~ 
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presents an opportunity (or presenting a men'lorial conceming the evacnation 
of the posts. Believes they will !lot comply nor return an answer. Distrust 
of l<'8.ding politieia.ns in England; their' total want of patriotism. Fox and 
hisSriends ruined by expenses Of the last election.. North and hi. friends 
afraid of popular vengeance. Therefore sees nothing to prevent America. 
passing naviga.tion acts, or even forming a new alliance with France. Rus.ia 
as well as Portugal pi9.ued with the Court of G.'eat Britain. Inquiry lately 
made why the United States did not make advances to the Emp1'ess of 
Russia I . 

John Adams to JohJ;l Jay. Grosvenor Square, 'November 24, 
1785 •••••••••••••• ' •••••••••••••.•.•••••••••.••••••••• 537 

.Petition of Shelburne. England in danger of convulsions. III effects of the 
States splitting up into small communities; demonstl'ated fr.om history. 
Proposit10ns to tliat effect do harm abroad, being considered indicative of 
~estlessness of disposition, Thinks tbis spirit should be checked. Had 
heard of Dr. Franklin's arrival in Philadelphis. Hopes he will reconcile the 

\ Pennsylvanians to ~rtain alterations in their constitution. 
From the ·same to the' same. Grosvenor Square, Westminster, 

pecember 2, 1785 ••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••• 539 
Encloses copies of letters to and' from Lord Caermarthen, on the appointment 

of Mr .. Anstey, to, prev~nt imposition upon the Commissioners in ascertaining 
the claims of the Royalists. 

Lord Caermarthen to John Adams. St. James's, November 30, 
1785 •••.••••• ~ ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 540 

On the subject of .the appointment of Mr. Anstey. 

John Adams to Lord Caermarthen. Grosvenor Square, December 
2,1785 ..........•. ,' ................................. 540 

Replies to his. ~ordship. and expresses his satisfactiop at the appointment. 

Jobil. Adams. to. John Jay. Grosvenor Square, December 6, 
1785 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••• ; •••••••••• 541 

Important considerations sacrificed in Great Britain to a momentary tranquillity 
and credit. Expected fate of the enclosed memorial. Thinks 1f no answer 
is given'it should. be demanded, and that he should take leave and return 
home. It now remains with the States to determine whether there is or is 
not a union iu America. With union they may be respected. Advises that 
all the great sea-port towns should think of the means of defelice, and the 
militia be placed on the best possible footing. African affairs. Happy sit­
uation of the people of Am~r1ca; their future power. Propensity to the sea 
compared to that of the water-fowl.' Practical statesmen will act accordingly. 
Memorial respecting the evacuation of tho posts, addressed to the Ministry 
of hi. Britannic Majestv, dated at Westmmster, the 30th November, 1785, 
~~ . 

From the same to the same. Grosvenor Square, Westminster; 
Dec'ember 9, 1785 .• " ••••••••••••••.•••• ' • .; •••••• '.' •••• 543 

Interview with Lord Caermarthen, who states th~t he is about to reply officially 
to the communications of Mr. Adams. Presents to his Lordship the memo­
rial of the 30th N ovetliber. Reasons for the presentation. , 

From the same to the same. Grosvenor Square, December 12, 
1785 ........................ ~ ••••••••••••••••••••• -.544 

Announces an official answer from the Marquis of Caerm~then, wi,th a letter 
li'om the Lords of the Admiralty, The answer conceromg the saliors more 
favorable than was el<pected. That respecting Captain 'St,?-D~opcas much. 
so. General complaints of the foreign Ministers at not rece1vmg an answer 
to their memorials respecting'seamen. . 
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with regard to hospitality. 

From the S;uIle to the same. Grosvenor Square, December -. 
1785.·., • ................. iI' ........................... •••• 552. 

Anxiety to convey in a strong light the impossibility or e1Fecting any thing 
satisfactory witli England: Propriety and necessity of keeping these com­
munications secret. Conduct ana character of the King. Character or Mr. 
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. Jay'. report 00 the preceding letter, p. [)57. 
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Impropriety of renewing his commission. State of England and the Royal 
family. Letter from the American captives in Algiers, February 13, 1787. 
p.748. 

From the same to the same. London, May 14, 1787 •••••••• 751 
Resolutions of C0!l~ss of the 21st March, informally communicated to Lord 

. Caermarthen. nis Lordship hl,hly ~leased. . 
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. john Adams ,to Jdlln Jay, May 23, 1787 •••••••••••••• ~ •••• 751 
Transmits copies of protested bills of exchange; also letters from the Commis­

sioners of Loans at Amsterdam. Intends going to Amsterdam.. Reduced 
- to the nece'!Sity of opening a new loan to save the credit of the United States. 

Moneyed transactions, how, affected. Drafts of Thomas Barclay for the 
Morocco (reaty have exceeded what was anticipated. Regrets lie has no 
letter of recall from the Hague. Encloses letters from Messrs. Wilhem & 
Jan Willink to John Adams. Amsterdam, May IS, 1787. On financial 
affairs, p. 753. Messrs. Wilhem & Jan Willink to John Adams. Arnster-

, clam, May 18,1787, p. 754. • 

John Jay to John Adams. Office for Foreign. Affairs, July 31, 
1787 ..••.•••...•.••....•••.......•..•..•.......•.. 756 

Letters acknowledged to the 23d May. Transmits sundry acts of Congress· 
Obstacles to the execution of the treaty removed by several of the States' 
Progress of the convention at Philadelphia. Extract from the Secret J ou .... 
nals, July 20, 1787, p.758. Papers relative to. the treaty of peace: John 
Sullivan to John Jay. Exeter, September 18,1786. Transmits an act ot 
the Legislature of New Hampshire; pp. '1:59-760. James Bowdoin to John 
Jay; Boston, May n, 1786. Encloses acts and resolutions of Massachu­
setts, pp. 761-773 John Collins to John Jay. Newport, September 4, 1786. 
An act of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, pp. 773-774. Samuel 
Huntin~on to John Jay. _Council Chamber, Hartford, June 12, 1786. 'An 
act of lionnecticut, pp. 774-776. W. Livingston to John Jay. Elizabeth­
town, June ,15, 1786, p.776. 'George Clinton to John Jay. New York, 
July 20,1186. Extract from the proceedings of the Assembly of New 
York, pp. 777-78"2. An act o( the State of Delaware, p. 782. An act of 
the State of Maryland, p. (782. Patrick Henry to John Jay. Richmond, 
June 7,1786, An act of Virginia, p. 784. Rlchard Caswell to John Jay. 
North Carolina, Kingston/ June 21, 1786. An act of North Carolina, pp. 
784-786. ;William Moultri,e to John Jay. Charleston, South Carolina, June 
21, 1786, p. 786. 

'John Adams to John Jay; Grosvenor Square, London, June 16, 
1787 •••• , •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 787 

Transmits a translation of the cDntract for a million of guilders. Absolute 
necessity' for the measure. Prompt ratification important. Visit to Amster­
d,am. Riots in that city. Hopes th.e putch m~y' be left to settle their. own 
disputes. Contract for Ii. loan of a milhon of gutlders, pp. 789-792. 

Report of Secretary Jay, October 12, 1787, pn the preceding letter 
,~ of the 16th June .•••••••••• _.' •••••• ~ ••••••••••••••••• 792 
John Jay to John Adams. New York, September 4, 1787 •••• 792 

Want of adequate repr~sentation prevents action on foreign affairs. Report 
made on Mr. Adams's retul'll.' Extractfrom the Secret Journals of Congress, 
August 1, 1787, p. 793. . 

From the same tQ the same. Office of Foreign Affairs, October 3, 
1787 ••••••••••••••••• ',' .' ••••••• .-. ~ ••••••••••• _ ••••• 793 

No decision yet had ·upon Mr; Adams'Q r~turri. Encloses 'copy of the new 
. form of Government. Fate uncertain. Opposition expected. Extract from 

the Secret J oumals of Congress, September 24, 1787, p. 793. 
From the same to the same. Office for Foreign Affairs, October 

16, 1787 .••••••••• ' ....................... ',' •••••• ~ ••• 796 
Trsnsmits an act of Congress complying with Mr. Adams's request. to re~m. 
, No decision respecting a Minister or Charge d'Affaires. Transmlts'varlOUB 

other acts and papers enumerated. American public much occupied with the 
new form of Government. Considers' it a compromise .. Mr. Jefferson's 
commission renewed. Friendly wishes to the Dutch. Extract from the 
Secret J oumaIs of Congress, October ~, 1787, p. 798. 
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John Jay to John Adams. Office for Foreign Aflh.irs, Novembe~ 
3, -1787 . • • • • . • . . • •. •••• . . • • . . . • • •. .., •. ~ ••••.••..• • 801 

Transmits ~undry acts of Congress" Extracts from' the secret lournals ·of 
Congress; October 11 and 12, li87, p. 801. 

John Adams to John Jay. London, September 10, 1787 ••••• 802 
Encloses a letter from thePortu~uese MinistCl". Thinks the U aited States 

should have a Minister at Lisbon Colonel Smith's journey to Portugal. 
Observations on such missions-unknown Wld informal. 

Chevalier del Pinto to John, Adams. London, September 7, 
1787 ................ ~ .•. _., .. _ •••••.. _ •••• i' ••••••• ~ •• ~ ~ • 803 

On an exchange of Ministers. John Adams to the Portuguese Minister.' 
GrosveDDr Square~ September 10,1787, p. 804. 

John Adams to John Jay. London, September 22, 1787.~ •• 804 
Mr. Jay's letter of the 31st .July J'eceived. 'The arrival fortunate, alt.hough 

there has been no act of Virginia or South Carolina. European affairs and 
probability of a war. De Moustier Minister from France to Congress. 
Consequences of a long war ill Europe to the United States. Delicacy of 
his eituation in case of war. 

Fro!? the same to the same. London, September 22,1781 •••• 805 
Impressment of American seamen'. Note addre~ed to, Lord Caermarthen 

delivered in' ,person. His Lordship promis~s redress. Invited to talk. 
Nothing learned but that war had peen declared by the Porte against 
Russia. Critical situation of Europe: Another case of impressment. John 
Adams to Lord Caermarthen. Grosvenor Square, September 22,1787, p. 807. 

From the same to the same. London, September 23, 1787 •••• 807 
Dahgerous situation of Holland. The English anoing. Inactivity of France. 

Unsettled State of Europe. Mr. Pitt's economical plans disarranged. For­
~n'!te {,osition of the Americans, who should fortify and cherillh thtir lIIOble 
lnslltutlOns. 

From tbe same to the same. London, October 9, 1787 ••• , •••• 809 
Sit.uation and position of Franee contrasted with that of Englud. Able 

diplomatists required on the part of the former at u.e Courts of London and 
the Hague. Characters of, the Marquia de Verae udComte Ge Adhemar. 
On the conduct of ,Ambassadors in general. Policy and measures Ilf Eng­
land. The inditference of France about Holland will not secure her peace. 
The excitement of the English is ast.onishing. Is confideR! a war is ao' far 
off. Wisdom in the United Statl"8 to rcmail'\ neutral. but if Englan4 is BU~ 
eessful will not be pennitted. Affairs of Holland dismal. A warmng to the 
U niled States. ' 

From the same to the same. London, October 25, 1787 ....... 8ll 
Encloses aletter of Mr. Fagel relative tG M. Dumas. Memorial to tlteir High 

Mightinesses, &c., -signed John Adams, p. 812. H. Fa...o-el to 10hn Adams; 
The Haltue, October 18,1787, p. 813. lohn Adams to H. Fa"o-el. LGlldsn, 
October 25, 1787, p. 813. John Adams to M. Dumas. London, Oe.tobw 25, 
1787, p. 814. 

From, the same to the same. Grosvenor Square, November 15, 
1187 II II II ••.• ........................... ' ••• II •••••••• ••• 814 

Attack upon M. Dumas. Hints in the English papers of his friendship to 
France. Advises his dismission with a pension. In relation to the corre­
spondence with Mr. Fagel. thinks Con~ress not obliged formally to answer 
it. Gem'ral remarks on European alfalrs. If England succeeds IIgninst the 
house of Bourbon will not scruple to attack the United States. Conduct of 
M. Dumas and Messrs. Van Staphorsts not approved of in taking so decided 
parts in favor of France and against the Stadtholder." Note from Lord Cael'­
marthen. Whitehall, October 30,1787, p. 811. Enclosing declaration and 
counter-declaration. 
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Transmits the King's speech and paneln'ricB upon it. Imprudent conduct of 
a deceased French MlDister. Reftectlons upon other Ministers. Providen­
tial esca!>e of the United States from Mr. Deane's system, of De Maillebois's, 
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. in the affairs of Holland unjustifiable. Speeches of Fox and Pitt. Policy 
of England developed in tlie speech. State of France. If the house of 
Bourbon is unable. to assert her dignity the demands of England will become 

. extravagant; Great necessity of caution on the part of the United States. 
Speech of the King of England, p. 820. 

from the same to the same. Grosvenor Square, December 11, 
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Transmits to Congress a paper of Patrick Miller, of eXl'eriments in navigation. 
Experiments in navigation by Patrick Miller, EsqUire, June 2,1787, p. 822. 

From the same to the same. Grosvenor Square, December 16; 
1787 .....................................•..•.•... 824 

Mr. Jay's letter of the 16th October received, with its enclosures. Is honored 
by the approbu.tion of Congress. Mr .. Smith will return to New Y.ork. 
Approves of the new plan of Goverument. Ropes to hear of its being 
adopted by all the States. Rumor of a quadruple alliance in Europe. 
America nothing to fear, except a want of union and government. No. 
answer from the Ministry to any letters or memorials. None expected. 
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Lord Caermarthen expresses a wish (or a commercial treaty with the United 
States. His opinion of ,the new Constitution. Consequences in Europe if 
tbe Constitution is rejected. Personal treatment on preparing for departure 
the same on the part of the Opposition and Administration. The Marquis 
de la Luzerne, Ambassador at the Court of St. James's, bas alread! met 
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Mr. Fagel. There should have been a letter of recall. The Bame irregu­
larity in his recall from the British Co,¥"!. Requests regular letters of recall. 
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rial to his most Serelle aiglYles"L ~illiam tIte Froh, Prince of Orange, &c., 
p.829. Memorial tcttheir :eigh'Migh~Bsis the Lords the States General 
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Audience or ieave or' his Majesty. Address to the King. Reply of his 
Majesty. . 

From the same to the same. Bath Hotel, London, March 26, 
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