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THE BARAMAHAL RECORDS 

SECTION \ VI-LAND RENT 

INTRODUCTORY NOTE. 

The following papel'tI, being/print~d in the 
:Property). have been omitted in this'Volume:- ' . ' 

preceding volume (Section V-

No. in the original 
(volume II). 

I. 

II. 

III 
and Enclosure ' 

No.1. 
IV. 

VI. 

VI
Enclosure No.1. 

VII. 

IX
Enclosure No. 1. 

X. 

XI. 

XII 
ann Enclosure 

No.!. 
XIII. 

From Captain William Macleod, Assistant Collee.or, Sonthern 
Division, Baramaha.l and Salem, to Captain, A. Read, Sup
erintendent and Collector of' Baramahal and Salem, dated 
the 23rd May 1794-vide No. X VIn on pp. 32-33 of 
Section V _J?r"tlerty._ . 

From the s~me officer 'to the Superintendent, dated the 5th 
October 1794-vide No. XIX on pp. 33-34, ibid. 

From the' samA officer to the Superintendent, dated the 6th 
December 1795-vide No. XXII and enclosure on pp. 45--
46, ibid. 

From the Superintendent to Captain William .Macleod, dated 
the 29th December 1795-vide No. XXIII on pp. 46-47, 
ibid. 

From Captain William Macleod to the Superintendent, dated 
, the 5th January 1796-vide No. XXVI on pp. 52-53, ibid. 
Memorandum by Captain William Macleod in reply to' the 

. Superintendent's letter, dated the 29th December 1795-
vide No. XXIV on pp. 48-4~, ibid. 

From Captain William:Macl(:)od to the Superintendent, dated 
the ~3rd January 1'i96o-vide No. XXVII on pp. 53-54, 
ibid. (The statement accompanying this paper is printed 
at :the end of this volume-No. 12.) , 

Petition from the Brahmins of' twelve agraharams in the 
districts of Salem and Anantagiri, to the President, Revenue 
Board, dated the 31st December 1795-vide No. XXV on 
pp. 49-50, ibid. , ' 

From the Superintendent to Captain William Macleod, dated 
the 2nd March 1796-vide No. XXVIII on p. 54, ibid. -

From Captain William Macleod to the SuperiIl:tendent, 
dated the 12th March 17~6-vide No. XXIX onpp. 55-56, 
ibid. . 

From the SupElrintendent to Captain William Macleod, datl3d 
the 8th April1796-vide No. XXX on pp. 56-57, ibid. 

From the Superintendent to Captain William Macleod. dated 
~he 1st Mas 1796-vide No. XXXI on pp~ 57-58, ibid. 
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XIV. 

XV. 

XVI. 

• 
XIX 

From Captain William Macleod to the Superintendent, dated 
the 4th May 17.96-vide No. XXXII on pp. 58-59, ibid. 

From the Superintendent.to Captain William Macleod, dated 
the 8th May 1796-vide No. XXXIII on pp. 59-tn, ibid... 

From Captain William Macleod to the Superintendent, dated 
the 22nd Ma~ 1796-vide No. XXXIV on pp. 61,--63, ibl~d • 

and Enclosures 
From Captain""Willjam Macleod to the Superintendent, dated 

the 28th May 1796-v:ide No. XXXV and its enclosure on 
" pp. 63-65, ibid.' Nos. 1 & 2. 

XX. 

XXI. 

XXlI. 

XXIII. 

From the Sup'erintendent to Captain William Macleod. dated 
the 21st August 1796-vide No. XXXVII on pp. 69-70, 
ibid. 

From Captain William Macleod to the Superintendent, dated 
. the 30th August 1796-=-vide No. XXXVIII on pp. 70-72,· 

ibid. 
From Captain William Macleod to the Superintendent, dated 

the 19th Novem.ber 1796-vide No. XXXIX on pp: 72-73, 
ibid. 

Memorandum from Captain William Macleod to the Superin
tendent, dated the 4th December 179§-'lide No. XL on 
"pp. 73...,.74, 1~bid. ---F .... r-oIitGapt.a..in ~i1liam Macleod .to the Superintendent, dated 
the 19th Decemb~ 1.796-Vlde No. XLI on pp.74-76, 
ibid •. (Thestatement·acccnnpaiiying this paper is printed 
at the end of this volume....:.No. 13.) .. 

XXIV. 

XXV. From Captain Thomas Munro to the Superintendent, dated 
the 20th June] 796-vide No. XXXVI on pp. 65-69. ibid. 
(The statement accompanying this paper is printed at the 
end of this volume-=-No. 14.) . 

2. A collation of the two volumes has permitted the following correction3 to be 
made in papers Nos. XXVI, XXIX, XXXII and XXXVI, Section V-Property:-

Page. Paper Pa.r"". Line. For Read 
No. 

52 XXVI 7" 2 [ .P] • Aliedging that they should not 
pay not more for the resumed 

t" , por IOns. 
55 XXIX 1 5 [ . . ] 'Strengthening their arguments 

of complaint,. I beg to refer 
you to my former letters.' . 

58 XXXII 3 . 4 [or to take PJ 'I always gave the ryots wh~n-
ever they seemed to declIne 
agreeing to the money rent.' 

69 XXXVI-'- 2& (3) [ . . ] '(3) Palamedu.' 
15 
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ADDENDUM 
In paper No. XXXVI on page 69 of Section V-Property, 8ub8titute the 

following fur" OMAIUlt. In t1:Jis district at-all [ ..] ":_ 

OMALUR . 

• , [n this district are the following agraharams :-

1. Tappur; 4. Karaiyampatti. 
2. Dasasamudram. o. Kurukkappatti. 
3. Tatampatti~ 

They were all resumed by Haidar anti have ever since been rented by the 
Brahmins at about half their value, some rather more, others a little less. The 
three last are now fixed at half of the estimated rent, the two first from the 
scarcity of cultivato!s are considerably below it. A few of the Brahmins have 
left 'l'appur and Dasasamudram but those of the othe! villages are aU present. 
Their having retained their former inams ·.so long on such favourable terms is to 
be ascribed to the influence of the Sarishtadii.r of Omallir who held lands rent free 
in them alI: _ 

There are no inam or shrotri villages in N angapalli. 
In fixing the rents of all these villages which have been rp.sumed either in 

whole or in part, I have in general rather been guided by my own opinion of what 
the amo~nt ought to be than by accounts or by what was asserted to have been 
the custom of former times, for it is hardly possible to procure- correct acconnts 
of any of them because few of them-have karnams appointed by the sarkar and 
because the kacheri people either by receivillg money or by having shares in the 
l~nds were as much interested as the original inamdars in concealing every circum
stance concerning their resumption and assessments and· as to following precedent 
none could be drawn from the short period between 1784. and 1789 during which 
mORt of them were twice resumed. The greatest part of them are now assessed 
at about half the rent paid by ryots; one.only is so high as ten-sixteenths while 
others are less than a quarter. ,These variations are occasioned by the different 
degrees of ability of the Brahmins and by the plenty or scarcity of cultivators. 
All Brahmins are in some measure inamdars for they seldom ever pay much above 
half the rent of other farmers. I have adopted this rate as the standard .. on the 
present occasion, for I have not con!,?idered the incumbents as entitled to any very 
particular indulgence merely because their lands were formerly inamo We meet 
in every district with land!'! at a low rent under the term of agraharam, sbrotriyam, 
et9., in the hands of B~abmins bnt wherever the causes of such i,ndulgence are 
thoroughly investigated they will almostOalw::'l.ys be found to originate either from 
bribery, from the revenue servants having relations among the inamdars or from 
their having a share of the lands. The greatest part of the inams resumed by 
Haidar and Tipu have been long ago raised to the full rent. Those which are 
still below it, owe their exemption to some of the above causes, except the Swami 
villages which have no doubt been spared solely from mO,tives of snperstition. 

It must have been a.t all times the practic!J to raise inams when once 
escbeated to the usual sarkar rent, for as all, Hindu Princes were accustomed to 
give inams ; had they not assessed fully those which they resumed, the whole country 
would soon have been held either at a low quit-rent or in perfect inam." 
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P.lGIII 
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the effects of seasons on the orops-Explanation of the fi va different modes of 
management, modes of assessment with remarks thereon-Opinion on the 
paytnent of kists acoording to the Hindll year-Conclusion ...... 1-20 
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in favour of the ryots, and 24 per cent more tnan the current year's rent-
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present tenants, proposed to combine tbe advanta1;es of the other two 
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ascer~aining phe difference in the quantity of labour emplo'y~d on them 
now and hereafter-The quautities of labour esteemed the complements 
-of a single plough in the two denominations of land and the due 
proportions of each to that quantity-How the same quantity of labour 
-;may be variously distribnted over unequal quantities of laud-The 
increase or decrease of land to the same number of ploughs-The 
effects of either on p.rodllce and rent-The increase or decrease of 
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,produce and rent-1st example for -finding the produce of a less quantity 
of the Kii.dii.rambam on dry ground to the same number of ploughs-2nd 
example for finding the produce of a. greater quantity of Kii.dii.rambam to the 
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1;>esires him to send such of his Kacheri as were employed in procuring 
~be consent of the ryots of Mural hObli'to the settlement and requests him 
to frame such charges against Konda. Niiik, Sed Gaud, etc., as he may tbillk 
proper 112: 

XXVIII. LETTER FROM CAPTAIN W. MAC):,EOD, ASSISTA!lT COLLECTOR, TO MAJOR A. READ, 
SUPERINTENDENT, DATED KANNANURPATTI, THE 28TH APRIL 1796.-Deputes 
t:wo gumastas who werE!. present during the settlement of the Mural 
h6bli and ,who can prove to be totally false the assertions of Konda Niioik in 
what regards compulsion being used in any stage of the settlements 112.: 

·XXIX. LETTER FROM CAPTAIN W. MACLEOD, ASSISTANT COLLECTOR, TO MAJOR A. READ. 
SUPERINTENDENT, DATED KANNANURPA'fTI, THE 3RD MAY 1796.-Forwards a 
list of charges against Konda Nark 11~ 

ENCLOSURE~. 

1. Charges against Konda Niioik, late Ml\nigiirof the village of Pallippatti, in 
the Mural bObli, Beliir Tahsildari, together with Capt. Macleod's observa-
tions on Konda's character ... 113-114-

2. A statement of certai~ facts made by the Kanakkan of Viripatti, dated the 
20th Jannary 1796 , . _.. ... •.• ... .... .•. ... 114-

3. A statement in respect of Konda's activities made by the Kanakkappillai of 
·Pallippatti, dated the 21st Jannary 1796 114 
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chalam Pillai, dated'Pallippatti, the 24th January 17t'6 ... ... ... 114-· 
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6. A statement from the Kanakkan of Pallippatti, dated 30th January 1796, to 
the effect that Konda prevailed on many ryots from Mural h6bli and from 
the hoblieB of Karnppiir and Miilmagiiuiio to follow him to Biiramahal 111} 
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115-120'· 
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1796.-Reports regarding the cowles prescribed for waste lands 121-122" 

XXXIII. I"ETTER FROM MAJOR READ 'fO CAPTAIN MACLEOD, DATED SALEM, THE 12TH MAY 
1796.-Reqnests to be furnished with the Jarib pattas of the Mural hObli 
as well as with his mode of fixing tbe t'irvai ... )22" 

XXXIV. LETTER FKOM CAPTAIN 'V. MACLEOD TO MAJOR READ, DA~ED THE 24TH MAY 
1796.-Reports that the Malayalis of Pacbcbaimalai agreed to the assess-
ment by Nazar Andiizi but as those of Muniiir and Anjiiir conld not be 
prevailed npon by the ~ah8ildar, a party of armed sepoys have to be sellt . 
to them to order .........'....._......... 12:~-12"~ 

XXXV. LETl'ER FROM CAPTAIN WILLIAM MACLEOD, ASSISTANT COr,L'ECTOR, TO LT.-COL. 
READ, SUPERIN'l'ENDENT, DATED SALEM, 9TH NOVEMBER 1797.-Remarks and 
expresses his opinion on tbe valuation and settlement of agrahiioramB which 
were resnmed by Tipu 124-125· 

ENCLOSURE. 
Rules, etc., to be observed in settling resumed agraharams with certain 
enquiries thereon ", 125-, 

XXXVI; LETTER FROM CAPTAIN WILLIAM MACLEOD, ASSISTANT COLLECTOR, TO LT.-COL. 
READ, SUPERINTENDENT, DATED SALEM, 15TH FEBRUARY 1798 ~-Forwards an 
abstract statement in English of the result of the examiner's report of the 
accounts of the KarnamB of the Siidra villages of the Salem district for 
fasli 1206. . 125-126; 
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ryots-vidB paper No. VI ... 
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XXXVII.' LETTER PROM LT.-COL. A. RBAD, SUPERINTENDENT, TO CAPT. W. MACLBOl1, 
ASSISTANT COLLECTOR, DATBD TIRUPPATTUR, THE 10TH MARCH 1798.-0bserva
tioDs on the roles for the assessment of lands clandestinely occupied' 126-132 

XXXVIII. LETTER PROM LT .• COL. A. READ, SUPI!RINTENDr~NT. TO CAPT. MACLEOU, ASSISTANT 

XXXIX. 

COLUCTOB, DATED TIRUPPA'CTUR, THt<. 2CTH ~ARCB 1798.-Remarks on the 
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adopted by the two kac~eries of calculating the total rent of the 
agrahiirams and aramane swastyams-States how a general reform may be 
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ENCLOSURE. 
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APRIL 1798.-Jostifies the system of detecting and fining farmers in 
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143 
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season 153-161 
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