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INTRODUCTION 

Isolation is theoretically America's historic policy 
toward wars abroad, a policy supported at its origin 
by favoring geographical and other conditions. But 
the advance of science and progress long ago eliminated 
physical distance, and today American interest in the 
world is a very real concern, not only in view of world­
wide trade, human ties and natural sympathies, but also 
in view of world principles of order, peace, justice, 
humanitarianism, and right. The world disorders, par­
ticularly since the rise of dictatorship nations and the 
defiance of international law in a recrudescence of power 
politics, have made the foreign policies of our country 
of special moment. Various measures have been pro­
posed from time to time to coordinate our international 
policy with the enforcing of international law and the 
regulation of war-making nations. For the last few 
years we have had a legally constituted, altho not con­
sistently enforced, neutrality policy, with the defined pur­
pose of keeping our country out of foreign wars. 

The special importance of America's foreign policy 
lies in her position as a leading world power, with re­
sources and potentialities for leadership that could make 
her a world force. Along with other democracies abroad, 
however, her foreign policies have been, in a measure, 
indecisive and vacillating, while dictatorship nations have 
assumed a direct line of approach to their nationalistic 
ambitions and have proceded to remake the world in ac­
cordance with their special interests. War potentialities 
have increased in frequency and gravity. Manchuria, 
Ethiopia, Austria, China, and Czechoslovakia have be­
come illustrations of the fait accompli, of the dominance 
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of might, and super-armaments have everywhere arisen 
as a concommitant to the new world psychology and fear. 
The situation following the agreement of Munich and 
the pacts enacted between democratic and totalitarian na­
tions, followed almost immediately by new threats of 
impending change, is indicative of the present troubled 
and chaotic conditions of the world, and the imminent 
need for the application of the highest international prin­
ciples of law and order that the world can offer. 

Our Pan American policy has come to be increasingly 
stressed, both for itself and in relation to our proposed 
isolation from the European and Asiatic world. Pan 
Americanism is not a new concept. As "continentalism" 
and in other forms of aspiration, its roots can be traced 
back for more than a century. Conferences and other 
inter-relationships, treaties, agreements, accords, have 
marked a long series of years. The Buenos Aires Con­
ference of 1936 marked a high point in measures de­
signed to further American peace and solidarity, and th~ 
inter-American conference, now assembled at Lima, Peru, 
is expected to bring about further accord and to further 
implement the bonds of a continental unity. 

Among the measures designed for the realization M 
a greater inter-American cooperation and accord have 
been a proposed American League of Nations, and a non­
military alliance. Today stress is being placed pre­
dominantly upon a defensive alliance. Various influ­
ences have contributed to this. More immediate among 
these have been the general sense of world insecurity re­
sulting from lawless policies abroad, crises such as that 
of Munich, the projected American super-navy capable 
of defending the western hemisphere from Canada to 
Cape Hom, the increased American amity resulting from 
the good neighborhood policy, new concepts of nation­
alistic equality, and multilateral, rather than unilateral, 
interpretation of the Monroe Doctrine. Probably not 
least among influences tending to concern for a greater 
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American solidarity in defense has been the totalitarian 
impenetration of Latin America in various forms, with 
its implication of a more or less veiled menace for the 
future. 

The present number of the "Reference Shelf has been 
prepared primarily for debaters, but is intended to pre­
sent also a readable and impartial view for the general 
reader and student. The bibliography, given in two 
parts, embodying the isolationist and international dis­
cussion, and that relating more particularly to Pan­
American relationships, both classified for greater con­
venience, presents the possibility of debates on each of 
the two aspects, as well as on the unified one here given. 
A summary of arguments is included. Discussion and 
references have been kept recent, so far as possible. Ref­
erences to additional and earlier articles in relation to 
the background of our foreign policy, will be found in 
earlier numbers of the Reference Shelf series dealing 
with international affairs in relation to war and peace. 
Among these may be mentioned the Neutrality Policy of 
the United States, Peace and Rearmament, and the 
Anglo-American Alliance. 

JULIA E. JOHNSEN 

December 12, 1938 
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