
South Africa 



TH E MODERN WORLD 
, . 

A SU:p.VEY OF' HIStqRICAL FORCES 
Edited by the Rt. Hon. H. ft.. L. Fisher, F.R.S. 

. The aim of the volumes in this series is to provide a balanced 
survey, with such historical illustration:] as are necessary, of the 
ten4encies and forces, political, economic, intellectual, which are 
moulding the lives bf contemporary states. 

Already Pablished : 
IRELAND by Stephen Gwynn .. , 
GERMAN~ by G. P; Gooch. 
INDIA by, Sir Valentine Chirol. 
FRANCE by Sisley Huddleston. 
EGYP1".byGeorge Young. 
NORWAY by G. Gathome Hardy. 
TURKEY by Arnold Toynbee and K. P. Kirkwood. 
GREECE by ·W: Miller. 
ENGLAND by Dean.lnge. 
ITALY by Luigi Villari. 
SPAIN by S. de Madariaga. 
AUSTRALIA by Professor W. K. Hancock. 
ARABIA by H. St. J. Philby; 
.~OUT~ AFRICA by Jan H. Hofmeyt. 
JAPA~ by ~~ Nitob~ .. 
CANADA.by Professor Alexander Brady 

In Preparation: 
. SCOTLAND by Dr. R. S. Rait. 
PERSIA by Sii~Amold Wilson. 



SOUTH 
AFRICA 

. By 

JAN H. HOFMEYR 

London 

Ernest· Benn Limited 



First Published, June 1931 
Second Impression, June 1932 

PRINTED IN GREAT BRITAIN 



CONTENTS 
PAGB 

Prefatory Note vii 

CHAPTER I 
Introduction I 

CHAPTER II 

The Physical Background . 5 

CHAPTER III 
The Tavern of the Seas 18 

CHAPTER IV 
The Coming of Briton and Bantu 49 

CHAPTER V 
The Dividing Asunder 65 

CHAPTER VI 
Ebb and Flow 83 

CHAPTER VII 
The Making of a Nation II6 

CHAPTER VIII 
The Development of the Native Problem 139 

CHAPTER IX 
The Coming of the Asiatic 173 

CHAPTER X 
The Union and its Neighbours 18S 

v 



,South Africa 

~HAPTER XI 

The Union's Gonstitutjon 

CH4PTER XII 

South Africa's National Future . 

CHAPTER XIII 

South Af~cais Economic Future 

CHAPTER XIV 

South Africa and its Place in Africa 

CHAPTER XV 

, .. 

South Africa and the British Commonwealth of Nations 

CHAPTER XVI 

South Africa and the Problems of Colour 

CHAPTER XVII 

Conclusion 

INDEX 3 



PREFATORY ~~E 

I HAVE ·of set purpose avoided the introCJ.pclion of 
footnotes into this book. One result of this avoidance 
has been my inability to make adequate.,recognition
of my indebtedness to other Writers. nat indebted
ness is considerable-for facts, for interpretations, 
also for phrases which have stuck in one.'s mind as a 
result of one's reading, and are not always easily 
traceable to their source. To all those upon whom I 
have drawn in these or other ways I extend my grate
ful thanks. I cannot mention them all, but I Ihust 
at least specify the historical works of Professor 
Walker and Gie, Mrs. Millin's The South Ajricans"and 
Professor Leppan's writings on South African agri
culture. Certain other works are mentioned in the 
text. 

JAN H. HOFMEYR. 
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