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PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION 

THIS book was written five years ago and would have 
been published at that time, had not the high cost of print
ing during the W orId War rendered its manufacture too 
expensive. A few pag(lS have been added to bring the work 
nearer to the present date, but the leading facts as set forth 
herein appear as they were originally written. 

The purpose in writing this book was to present to the 
average reader in succinct form the history of the United 
States as it has been influenced by the presence of the Negro 
in this country. The aim here is to supply also the need of 
schools long since desiring such a work in handy form with 
adequate references for those stimulated to more advanced 
study. 

In this condensed form certain situations and questions 
could not be adequately discussed, and in endeavoring thus 
to tell the story the author may have left unsaid what 
others consider more important. Practically all phases of 
Negro life and history have been treated in their various 
ramifications, however, to demonstrate how the Negro has 
been influenced by contact with the Caucasian and to em
phasize what the former has contributed to civilization. 

The author is indebted -to Mr. David A. Lane, Jr., who 
kindly assisted him in reading the entire proof. 

CARTER G. WOODSON. 

Washington, D. C. 
April, 1922. 



PREFACE TO THE THIRD EDITION 

As the first edition of this book was written almost a 
decade ago and the second was more of a revision than an 
enlargement of the first, the author has found it advisable 
to expand the treatment of certain topics and to add three 

"chapters. The new material is intended not so much to 
illuminate briefly mentioned facts as to develop certain 
topics which, because of the unsettled state of things, could 
not be adequately treated when the first edition was 
produced. 

In this edition considerable attention has been given to 
causes and their results which have had their play since 
the beginning of this century. For example, segregation 
is one of the most important topics treated. What has 
been done for the advancement of the Negro in his seques
tered sphere, moreover, and how he is working out his 
salvation along economic lines have been proportionately 
discussed. Another important topic treated is the effort of 
the Negro to help hixnself by agitative methods supported 
by organized effort. 

Some minor changes should likewise be noted. The last 
two pages of the chapter on "Reconstruction" have been 
rewritten, the statistics of the chapter on "Achievements in 
Freedom" have been revised according to figures of the 
census of 1920, and a number of illustrations have been 
added. In fact, that portion of the book follow~g page 
280 is practically new material. 

The cordial welcome which this sketch of the Negro in 
history has received has surpassed the expectations of the 
author. He realizes that this success has been due pri
marily to the urgent need" for a work giving in succinct 
form the salient facts of this neglected aspect of our history. 
Knowing that this work is not without fault, however, he 
has carried out some valuable suggestions of friends who 
have so kindly received this volume. 

Washington, D. C. CARTER G. WOODSON. 

June, 1924. 



PREFACE TO THE FOURTH EDITION 

This edition of The Negro in Our History is to supply 
an increasing demand for a single· volume giving the lead
ing facts of Negro achievement and the influence of the 
race on the history of the world. Most of the space herein 
is devoted to the Negro in this country. Some attention" 
however, has been given to the African background and 
to the European contact with that continent. Inasmuch as 
the public is generally uninformed as to the early history 
of Africa, and is not yet particularly interested in what 
the Negro has accomplished in America, a volume present
ing such an account in detail might not be acceptable. 

It has, therefore, been thought best to let this volume de
velop by ,'arious editions in the direction in which the 
public desires help. In the proportion as Americans and 
Europeans become removed from such nonsense as the 
Nordic myth and race superiority, they will increase their 
interest in the history of other peoples who have accom
plished just as much good as they have. So long han-

- dicapped by this heresy, however, they still lack the sense 
of humor to see the joke .-in thinking that one race has 
been divinely selected to do all of the great things on 
this earth and to enjoy most of its blessings. For this 
reason a large work on Negro history is not yet in demand. 
but there has been much progress in this direction. 

Having these thoughts in mind, the author has included 
in this edition four or five times as much about the Negro 
in Africa as appeared in the first three' editions, and he has 
given in more detail certain important facts of the Negro 
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history in cases where international influences and causes 
were at work. This volume, therefore, which was first in
tended for the average reader, still lies within his grasp; 
but at the same time, it supplies the need of those who, hav
ing the spirit of inquiry. desire to look far enough into the 
subject to appreciate the Negro as one of the advanced 
races of the world. 

W A8BINGTON, D. C., 
J anuQlryh 1927. 

CARTER G. WOODSON. 



PREFACE TO THE FIFTH ;EDITIOX 
THE Fifth Edition of the XEGRO IS OrR HISTORY 

is the- l't.'I:>lllt of the ine.reasing dt'mand whieh this book has 
~rwd throughout the ~untry during the last six y~ 
It has supplit'\l the nt't'\l for a work of gt'nera} information 
with respt>et to the Negro. .At the same time it has been 
~ e.xtensin-ly as a textbook for adxant'ed high St'hool and 
~ll~ students. Wht':rt"n-r the aehien-ments of the Xt'gl'O 
are given St"rious attention in ~urses in SOt'ial St'ient'eS some 
:rt"ft':rt"nt'f' is made to or some u~ is made of this work.. 

In further :rt"Tising the book:: ~wral parts of it haTe 
been expandt'\l and & new ehapter has been alMed.. The ad
ditional matter dt'als la.."'gl'ly with the ~tion n'ft'ntly 
:rt"t'('ivt'\l by tht' Xegro in art. The :rt"&..<:OIl for this ehan.",<"'t' in 
the attitudt' of the publie toward the e:,.--thetie ~ntribution 
of the Nt'gl'O and the effort to eT&luate it eoru.--titutt' the im
portant points den-loped in this ehapter. .Additional illus
trations. together with th~ already in the work. will 
faeilitate the stud.v of the Nt'gl'O in fine art. 

For mueh of this tl\'&tment of the Xt'gl'O in fine art we 
are inllebted to the artides and books publi.4.ed by the 
Barnes Foundation of Merion, Pennsylvania. These ad
vlUlt'f'll thinkers han- done mueh to direet attention to the 
stUlly of Afriean ciri1.iution and its influent'f' in the mOllt'l'll 
world. 

Tradiltgt"lI,. D. C. 
September, 19"~ 
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INTRODUCTION 
By KELLY MILLER 

DR. CARTER GODWIN WOODSON, the author, was born of 
ex-slave parents near New Canton, Buckingham County, 
Virginia, December 19, 1875. His father was James 
Henry Woodson, and his mother Anne Eliza (Riddle) 
Woodson. As he was one of a rathel" large family of nine 
children, his pareJ?ts, who started life in poverty, could 
not provide hiin with the ordinary comforts of life and 
could not regularly send him to the five-months district 
school taught alternately by his two uncles, John M. and 
James B. Riddle. In this rural atmosphere, however, he 
managed largely by self-instruction to master the funda
mentals of the common school subjects by the time he was 
seventeen. 

At this age, in 1892, he went with his brother Robert 
Henry Woodson to West Virginia, to which his parents 
were induced to move the following year. They settled 
at Huntington, but the young Woodson had to accept em
ployment in the coal fields in Fayette County. There he 
labored as a miner for six years, while spending a few 
months annually in school in Huntington, West Virginia. 

In 1895 he entered the Douglass High School of that city. 
In this school the young man came under the instruction of 
William T. McKinney, who inspired him to aspire to higher 
things. He completed the course in less than two years. He 
next entered Berea College in Kentucky. This institution 
was famous at that time because of its coeducation of the 
two races. He studied there a part of two years. Hp
then began teaching at Winona, Fayette County, West 

uiii 



xxiv Introduction 

Virginia, in 1898. From Winona he was called to the 
principalship of, the Douglass High School, of Huntington, 
from which he had been graduated four years before. He 
then spent his summers studying at the University of Chi
cago. There he later obtained the degree' of Bachelor of 
Arts. 

He traveled and studied a year in Asia and Europe, 
spending one semester at La Sorbonne, the University of 
Paris, under the instruction of Professors Aulard, Diehl, 
Lemonnier, and Bouche-Leclerc. In France he not only 
did graduate work iI;;L history, but in having contact with 
French as it is spoken, he learned to speak the language 
as fluently as he had already learned abroad to speak 
Spanish. 

Returning to the United States, he resumed his studies 
at the University of Chicago. From this institution he 
received the degree of Master of Arts in 1908. After 
studying a little further at Chicago, he went to Harvard 
to continue his graduate work in history and political 
science. He specialized under Professors Charles Gross, 
Ephraim Emerton, W. B. Munro, and Edward Channing. 
In 1909 he accepte4 a position as instructor in Romance 
Languages in the Washington High Schools that he might 
engage in research in the Library of Congress. In this 
way he wrote his doctoral dissertation, The Disruption of 
Virginia, which was accepted at Harvard in 1912, in fulfill
ment of the requirements for the degree of Doctor of Phi
losophy. 

Dr. Woodson served in the Washington Public School 
System ten years. During the last two years of this service 
he was an instructor in English and the History of Educa
tion at the ~ryrtilla Miner Normal School and principal 
of the Armstrong Manual Training High School. In 1919 
he became Dean of the School of Liberal Arts 'of Howard 
University but resigned at the close of the year because he 
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could not agree with the policies of the administration. 
From 1920 to 1922 he served as Dean of the West Virginia 
Collegiate Institute, .mainly to reorganize the college de
partment. 

The restrictions of the school room, however, did not 
furnish free scope to exploit his specialty implied in the 
degree "Doctor of Philosophy in History." In the mean
time his life purpose was taking shape and direction in 
his mind. His dominant purpose was to turn his his
torical training and preparation to the best racial account. 
At the expiration of this last service, Dr. Woodson retired 
from teaching to devote all of his time to research in 
connection with the Association for the Study of Negro 
Life and History. 

This Association was born in the brain of Carter G. 
Woodson. Its conception, inspiration, growth, and de
velopment are the outgrowth of his personal genius and 
energy. It was organized by him in Chicago on September 
9, 1915, with only five persons. It was incorporated under 
the laws of the District of Columbia on the third of the fol
lowing October. The purpose of this undertaking is to 
preserve and publish the records of the Negro that the 
race may not become a negligible factor in the thought 
of the world. The Association has endeavored to publish 
such materials in scientific form that facts thus properly 
set forth may tell their own story. 

An i~portant purpose of the Association is the publica
tion of The Journal of Negro History, a quarterly scientific 
review of more than 100 pages of current articles and 
documents giving facts generally unknown. This publica
tion bas been regularly issued since January, 1916, and 
has reached its eleventh volume. In bound form it con
stitutes a veritable encyclopedia of information concern
ing the life and history of the Negro in this country and 
abroad. It circulates among scholars throughout the civil-
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ized world. It appeals especially to colleges and uni
versities of both races as a desirable aid to social workers 
and students carrying on research. 

During these years of painstaking research, Dr.' Wood
son has written a numbcr of books dealing with neglected 
aspects of Negro history. The first of these, The Education 
of t1t.e Negl'o Pri<rr to 1861, appeared in 1915. It evoked 
from the leading organs of thought in the United States 
most favorAble comment to the effect that it showed both 
original treatment and independent research. His next 
work was A CentuI'Y of Negro M':gration, brought out in 
1918 at the time of the culmination of the exodus of the 
Negroes to the North. Recently, Dr. Woodson has pub
lished through the Associated Publishers two very popu
lar works, The History of the Negro Chll.rch, and The 
Negro in Our IIisf01·Y. The former has reached its second 
edition and the latter its fourth, in a. revised and enlarged 
form. Dr. Woodson has recently produced also three im
portant source books, N ('gro Orators alld Their Om
tions, Free Negro IIeads of Families in ti,e United States 
in 1830 and The Mind of the Negl'o as Reflected in Letters 
written Durillg tile C",sis, 1800-1860. lIe is now engaged 
in writing a comprehensive history of the Negro in six 
;volumes. lIe is endeavoring to make this the monumental 
work of his life. 

The importance of Dr. Woodson's work is better appre
ciated when we reflect that the literature of the race prob
lem abounds mainly in propaganda based upon opinion 
and argumentation. The importance of collecting and col
lating exact and accurate material has not yet received the 
recognition which it deserves. 'Ve are so anxious to solve 
the race problem, that we do not take time to study it. 
Infallible assumption and passionate dogma take the place 
of carefully ascertained fact and calm analysis. The 
largest measure of our admiration is due to the Negro 
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who can divest himself of momentary passion and preju
dice, and with self-detachment, devote his powers to 
searchi~ out and sifting the historical facts growing out 

. of race relationship and present them to the world, just as 
they are, in their untampered integrity. 

The social importance of history, or perhaps, I had better 
say, the importance of social history, has become but 
recently appreciated. As a school boy, I used to read in 
the textbooks that history was a record of the deeds and 
doings of important personages and people. Distinguished 
achievements and spectacular performances monopolized 
the entire field of recorded human action. The ordinary 
deeds and doings of ordinary people did not rise to the 
level of the historian's concern. But in more recent time 
we are beginning to recognize that any performance, in
dividual or en masse, which influences the course of human 
progress or retrogression is deemed a contributory factor 
of history. If no single slave ever rose above the benumb
ing drudgery of hewing wood and drawing water, never
theless, slavery and the slave could not be omitted from 
any trustworthy account of the civilization of the South, 
and indeed, of the nation. Dr. Woodson has somewhere 
made a sharp distinction between the history of the Negro 
and the Negro in history. Too often the artist makes the 
mountain peaks suffice for the whole landscape. The in
finite smaller eminences and depressions are apt to be 
ignored by the painter bent on exploiting dominant fea
tures. But not so with the scientific historian. The 
battle may be lost for the want of the horseshoe nail as 
well as for lack of the imperious general. It is said that -
the loss of the Battle of Waterloo, which turned the tide 
of European history, might have been attributable to the 
careless cook whose tough beefsteak affected Napoleon's 
usual alertness and enabled the Duke of Wellington to take 
advantage of his momentary dullness. Henson, the black 
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attendant, accompanied Peary to the North Pole. The 
menial part played by this sable attendant was an im
portant and essential part in polar discovery. Dr. Wood
son is concerned in digging out every significant role which 
the Negro has played in the world's drama. This makes 
our history, not only full and complete, but true to the 

'" actualities of history happenings. 
The Negro is often forced to feel that there is a con-

I spiracy of silence to ignore his best deeds and to exploit 
his imperfections. If a Negro athlete takes the world's 
sprinting record, the feat is exploited, while his race is 

I ignored. But if a Negro commits a crime its heinousness 
is enhanced by reason of the color of the criminal. The 
reputation of the race suffers seriously by the exploitation 

I of its vices and the suppression of its virtues. The true 
historian holds the balance true between good and evil. To 
him the deeds of Judas are as full of historical meaning as 

I those of John. His function is to present the facts. 
The Negro's pride of race is humiliated when he con

t templates the great drama of this continent and finds that 
he is accorded no honorable part in the performance. The 

I 
tendency is always to glorify the white man and to debase 
the Negro. The effect upon the spirit of the Negro is 
deplorably oppressive. If he must forever dwell upon 
a picture in which all worthwhile deeds are ascribed to 
white men and none to his o;,vn raCe, whence can he derive 
spirit and inspiration Y So strong has been the tendency 
towards race belittlement, that even Negroes affect to dis
dain their own contributions. Some are even ashamed to 
study about themselves and the doings of their race. Negro 
students have been known to feel ashamed of the songs 
which welled from the heart of their race as the trill from 
the throat of the bird. How much more ennobling they 
feel to read about "how Achilles injured the Greeks" than 
to recount the lesser exploits of their own blood I But 
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tbanks to Dr. Woodson and the Association for the 0 Study 
of Negro Life and History, all of this is being changed. 
The story of one's own blood and breed is naturally o~./ 
keener interest and zest than the story of an alien. Every 
Jewish boy's heart feels a little bigger when he reads of 
the part his race has played in the drama of mankind. Not 
a single fact creditable to Jewry i'l ever allowed to escape 
his attention. See how the women delight to extol the part 
played by their sex; how the Catholics exploit the achieve
ments of their co-religionists; and so the Negro must learn 
to know his own story and to love it. 

Dr. Woodson is furnishing the material which will be 
of incalculable value to students and scholars of "race re
lations, not only in the immediate future but in the remoter 
years to come. °His work possesses what might be termed 
a strategic timeliness. America is just acquiring the scien
tific method of handling historical material. Dr. Wood
son is, I believe, the second member of his race to receive 
complete university training and equipment for scientific 
historical inquiry. The facts involved in the contact of 
the African with the Western W orId are scattered through
out many sources which are growing less and less available 
as the years go by. Like the Sibylline books, the value 
increases as the volumes decrease. Many private libraries 
contain invaluable material, whi.ch will be disseminated 
or destroyed unless it is utilized during the lifetime of 

o the compilers. lIuch invaluable material is now confirm
able by living memory, which, within a few years, will pass 
beyond reach of consultation. Now is the time of all 
times to gather up the documents and to collect and collate 
the racial material which they contain. It is fortunate 
that some one has had vision enough to do this thing. 

Dr. Woodson has made every possible sacrifice for the 
cause to which he is devoted. In the beginning of the 
movement he beggared himself that the work might suc-
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ceed. The work of the Association for the Study of Negro 
Life and History soon approved itself to the historical 
scholars of the country. The historical departments of 
both Harvard and Chicago, where Dr. Woodson has 
studied, at once recognized the importance of what he was 
endeavoring to do. A few philanthropists began to find out 
what was being accomplished and furnished substantial 
assistance. Among those making personal donations to the 
cause we find such well-known Americans as Jacob H . 

. Schiff, William G. Wilcox, Morefield Storey, James J. Stor
row, Frank Trumbull, Cleveland H. Dodge, Morton D. 
Hull, and Julius Rosenwald. The work has been assisted, 
too, by the Carnegie Corporation and the Laura Spelman 
Rockefeller Memorial. 

With funds obtained through these sources the Associa
tion has been studying the Free Negro prior to the Civil 
War and the Negro in the Reconstruction of the Southern 
States. The project has gone far beyond the ability of one 
man to operate. Dr. Woodson has on his staff several care
fully trained Negro students in present-day historical 
method through whom, under his direction, much of this 
research work has already been accomplished. In this 
effort, too, the investigation is not restricted to the Negro 
in the United States. The Association has an investigator 
working in the Archives of the Indies, in Seville, Spain, 
one making an investigation in the British·Museum and the 
Public Record Office in London, and still another in Hayti 
studying folklore. The Association has thereby been en
abled to accomplish worthwhile work which speaks for it
self. 
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Speaking of the effect of the Missouri Compromise, John 
Quincy Adams, then Secretary of State, said: 

I said that this confounding of the ideas of servitude and labor 
was one of the bad effects of slavery; but he (Calhoun) thought it 
attended with many excellent consequences. It did not apply to all 
kinds of labor-not, for example, to farming. He, himself, had 
often held the plow; so had his father. Manufacturing and me· 
chanical labor were not degrading. It was only manual labOr~thej 
proper work of slaves. No white person could descend to do that. 
And it was the best guarantee to equality among the whites. It 
produced an unvarying level among them. It not only did not excite, 
but did Dot eve!: admit of inequalities, by which one white man 
could domineer over another. 

I told Calhoun I could not see things in the same light. It is, in 
truth, all perverted sentiment--mistaking labor for slavery, and 
dominion for freedom. The discussion of this Missouri question has 
betrayed the secret of their souls. In the abstract they admit that 
slavery is an evil, they disclaim all participation in the introduction 
of it, and cast it all upon the shoulders of our old Grandam Britain. 
But when probed to the quick upon it, they show at the bottom of 
their BOuls pride and vainglory in their condition of masterdom. 
They fancy themselves more generous and noble-hearted than the 
plain freemen who labor for subsistence. They look down upon the 
simplicity of a Yankee's manners, because he has not habits of over
bearing like theirs and cannot treat negroes like dogs. It is among 
the evils of slavery that it taints the very sources of moral principles_ 
It establi~hes false estimates of virtue and vice; for what can be 
more false and heartless than this doctrine which makes the first 
Rnd holiest rights of humanity to depend upon the color of the skin. 
It pervert. human reason, and reduces men endowed with logical 
powera to maintain that slavery is sanctioned by the Christian re
religion, that slaves are happy and contented in their condition, that 

1
· between master and slave there are ties of mutual attachment and 
aIJection, that the virtues of the master are refined and exalted by 
the degradation of the slave; while at the same time they vent execra
tiona upon the slave-trade, curse Britain for having given them 
slaves, bum at the stake negroes convicted of crimes for the terror of 
the example, and writhe in agonies of fear at the very mention of 
human rights as applicable to men of color. The impression pro
duced· upon my mind by the progress of this discussion is, thll;t 
the bargain between freedom and slavery contained in the Constl-

577 
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tution of the United States is morally and politically vicious, in
consistent with the principles upon which alone our Revolution can 
be justified;. cruel and oppressive, by riveting the chains of slavery, 
by pledging the faith of freedom to maintain and perpetuate the 
tyranny of the master; and grossly unequal and impolitic by admit-
ting that slaves are at once enemies to be kept in subjection, 
property to be secured or restored to their owners, and persons not to 
be represented themselves, but for whom their masters are privileged 
with nearly a double share of representation. The consequence has 
been that this slave representation has governed the Union. Ben
jamin portioned above his brethren has ravened as a wolf. In the 
morning he has de\'"oured the prey, and at night he has divided the 
spoil. It would be no difficult matter to prove, by reviewing the 
history of the Union under this Constitution, that almost everything 
which has contributed to the honor and welfare of the nation has 
been accomplished in despite of them or forced upon them, and that 
everything unpropitious and dishonorable, including the blunders and 
follies of their adversaries, may be traced to them ... I have favored 
this Missouri Compromis\l, believing it to be all that could be 
effefted under the present Constitution and from extreme unwilling
ness to put the Union at hazard. But perhaps it would have been 
a wiser as well as a bolder course to have persisted in the restriction 
upon Missouri, .till it should have terminated in a convention of the 
States to amend and revise the Constitution. This would have 
produced a new Union of thirteen or fourteen States unpolluted 
with slavery, with a great and glorious object to effect, namely, that 
of rallying to their standard the other States by the universal 
emancipation oitheir slaves. If the Union must be dissolved, slavery 
is precisely the question upon which it ought to break. For the 
present, however, this contest is laid asleep.--Stedman and Hutchin
son, American. Litet'ature (N. Y., 1888), IV, 213-233, passim. 

On these restrictions in Missouri John Sergeant, Penn
sylvania member of Congress and appointed commissioner 
to the Panama Congress, said:. 

It is time to come to a conclusion; I. fear:': have already trespassed 
too long. In the effort I have made to submit to the committee my 
views of this question,' it has been impossible to escape entirely the 
influence of the sentiment that pervades this House. Yet I have 
no such apprehensions as have been expressed. The question is in
deed an important one; but its importance is derived altogether 
from its 'Connection with the extension, indefinitely, of negro' slavery, 

'\ over a land which I trust Providence has destined f6r the labor and 
I the support of freemen. I have no fear that this question, much as 
it has agitated the country, is to produce any fatal division, or even 
to generate a new organization of parties. It is not a question upon 
which we ought to indulge unreasonable apprehensions, or yield to 
the counsels of fear. It concerns ages to come and..JnillioDlL.to be 
born. It is, as it were, a question of aileW"jlofitical creation, andlt
~S1or'us, under Heaven, to say what shall be its condition. If we 
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impose the restriction, it will, I hope, be finally imposed. But, if 
hereafter it should be found right to remove it, and the State 
consent, we can remove it. Admit the State, without the restriction, 
the power is gone forever, and with it are forever gone all the 
efforts that have been made by the non-slaveholding States, to repress 
and limit the sphere of slavery, and enlarge and extend the blessings 
of freedom. With it, perhaps, is gone forever the- power of pre
venting the traffic in slaves, that inhuman and detestable traffic, so 
long a disgrace to Christendom. In future, and no very distant times, 
convenience, and profit, and necessity, may be found as available 
pleas as they formerly were, and for the luxury of slaves, we shall 
again involve ourselves in the sin of the trade. We must not presume 
too much upon the strength of our resolutions. Let every man, who 
has been accustomed to the indulgence, ask himself if it is not a 
luxury-a tempting luxury, which solicits him strongly and at every 
moment. The prompt obedience, the ready attention, the submissive 
and humble, but eager effort to anticipate command-how flattering 
to our pride, how soothing to our indolence! To the members from 
the south, I appeal, to know whether they will suffer any temporary 
inconnnience, or any speculative advantage to expose us to the 
danger. To those of the north, no appeal can be necessary. To both, 
I can most sincerely say, that as I know my own views on this 
lubject to be free from any unworthy motive, so will I believe that 
they likewise have no object but the common good of our common 
country; and that nothing would han given me more heartfelt 
satisfaction than that the present proposition should have originated 
in the same qnarter to which we are said to be indebted for the 
ordinance of 1787. Then, indeed, would Virginia have appeared in 
even more than her wonted splendor, and spreading out the scroll of 
her services, would have beheld none of them with greater pleasure, 
than. that cries which began, by pleading the cause of humanity in 
remonstrances against the slave trade, while she was yet a colony, 
and embracing her own act of abolition, and the ordinance of 1787, 
terminated in the restriction of Missouri. Consider, what a founda
tion our predecessors han laidl And behold, with the blessing of 
Providence, how the work has prospered! What is there, in ancient 
or in modern times, that can he compared with the growth and 
prosperity of the States formed out of the Northwest Territory! 
When Europeans reproach us with our negro slavery, when they con
trast our republican boast and pretensions with the existence of this 
condition among us, we have our answer ready-it is to you we owe 
this evil-you planted it here, and it has taken such root in the soil 
we have not the power to eradicate it. Then, turning to the west, 
and directing their attention to Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois, we can 
proudly tell them, these are the offspring of our policy and our 
Jaws, these are the free productions of the constitution of the United 
States. But, if, beyond this smiling region, they should descry 
anotber dark BpOt upon the face of the new creation_nother scene 
of negro slavery, established by ourselves, and spreading continually 
towards the further ocean, what shall we say then! No, sir, let us 
follow up the work our ancestors have begun. Let us give to the 
world a new 'Pledge of our sincerity. Let the standard of freedom 
be planted in Missouri, by the hands of the constitution, and let its 
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banner wave over the heads of none but freemen-men retaining the 
image impressed upon them by their Creator, and dependent upon 
none but Gpd and the laws. Then, as our republican States extend, 
republican principles will go hand in hand with republican practice
the love of liberty with the sense of justice. Then, sir, the dawn, 
beaming from the constitution, which now illuminates Ohio, Indiana, 
and Illinois, will spread with increasing brightness to the further 
west; until in its brilliant luster, the dark spot, which now rests 
upon our country, shall be forever hid from sight. Industry, arts, 
commerce, knowledge, will flourish with plenty and contentment for 
ages to come, and the loud chorus of universal freedom, re-echo from 
the Pacific to the Atlantic, the great truths of the declaration of 
independence. Then, too, our brethren of the south, if they sincerely 
wish it, may scatter their emancipated slaves through this boundless 
region, and our country, at length, be happily freed forever from 
the foul stain and curse of slavery. And if (may it be far, very far 
distant! ) intestine commotion~ivil dissension-division, should 
happen-we shall not leave our posterity exposed to the combined 
horrors of a Civil and a servile war. If any man still hesitate, in
fluenced by some temporary motive of convenience, or ease, or profit, 
I charge him to think what our fathers have suffered for us, and then 
to ask his heart, if he can be faithless to the obligation he owes to 
posterity!-Moore, American Eloquence (N. Y., 1864), II, 531-532. 

Calhoun, the champion of the slaveholding interests and 
a fearless defender of the justice of slavery, thus com
mented on abolition in 1837: 

As widely as this incendiary spirit has spread, it has not yet in
fected this body, or the great mass of the intelligent and business 
portion of the North; but unless it be speedily stopped, it will spread 
and work upwards till it brings the two great sections of the Union 
into deadly conflict. This is not a new impression with me. Several 
years since, in a discussion with one of the Senators from Massachu
setts (Mr. Webster), before this fell spirit had showed itself, I then 
predicted that the doctrine of the proclamation and the Force Bill,
that this Government had a "right, in the last resort, to determine 
the extent of its own powers, and enforce its decision at the point 
of the bayonet, which was so warmly maintained by that Senator, 
would at no distant day arouse the dormant spirit of abolitionism. I 
told him that the doctrine was tantamount to the assumption of 
unlimited power on the part of the Government, and that such would 
be the impression on the public mind in a large portion of the Union. 
The consequences would be inevitable. A large portion of the North
ern States believed slavery to be a sin, and would consider it as an 
obligation of conscience to abolish it if they should feel tbemselves in 

. any degree responsible for its continuance,-and that this doctrine 
would nect'ssariIv lead to the belief of such responsibility .... 

They who im~ine that the spirit now abroad in the North will 
die away of itself without a shock or convulsion, have formed a 
very inadequate conception of its real character; it will continue to 
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rise and spread, unless prompt and efficient measures to stay its 
progress be adopted. Already it has taken possession of the pulpit, 
of the schools, and, to a considerable extent, of the press; those great 
instruments by which the mind of the rising generation will be 
formed. 

However sound the great body of the non-slaveholding States are 
at present, in the course of a few years they will be succeeded by 
those who will have been taught to hate the people and institutions 
of nearly one-half of this Union, with a hatred more deadly than one 
hostile nation ever entertained toward another. It is easy to see the 
end. By the necessary course of events, if left to themselves, we must 
become, finally, two people. It is impossible under the deadly hatred 
which must sprin/!, up between, the two great sections, if the present 
causes are permitted to operate unchecked, that we should continue 
under the same political system. The conflicting elements would 
burst tbe Union asunder, powerful as are the links which hold it 
together. Abolition and the Union cannot co-exist. As tbe friend of 
the Union, I openly proclaim it,-and the sooner it is known the 
better. The former may now be controlled, but in a short time it 
will be beyond the power of man to arrest the course of events. 
We, of the South will not, cannot, surrender our institutions. To 
maintain the existing relations between the two races, inhabiting 
that section of the Union, is indispensable to the peace and happi
ness of both. It cannot be subverted without drenching the country 
in blood, and extirpating one or the other of the races. Be it good 
or had, it' has grown up with our society and institutions, and is so 
interwoven with them, that to destroy it would be to destroy us as a 
people. But let me not be understood as admitting, even by implica
tion, that the existing relations between the two races in the slave
holding States is an evil :-far otherwise; I hold it to be a 
good, as it has thul! far proved itself to be to both, and will continue 
tolrove so if not disturbed by the feU spirit of abolition .... 

feel myself called upon to speak freely upon the subject where 
the honor and interests of those I represent are involved. I hold 
then, that there never has yet existed & wealthy and civilized society 
in which one portion of the community did not, in point of fact, live 
on the labor of the other. Broad and eneral as is this assertion . 
is fully ~~eJ~;e~~ .• ear ess y a e exist
tiig reli . - - - races in the South, against which these 
blind fanatics are waging war, forms the most solid and durable 
foundation on which. to rear free and stable .political institutions. 
It is useless to disguise the fact. There is and always has been in 
an advanced stage of wealth and civilization, a conflict between 
labor and capital. The condition of society in the South exempts us 
from the disorders and dangers resulting from this conflict; and 
which explains why it is that the political condition of the slave· 
holding States has been so much more stable and quiet than that 
of the North. The advantages of the former, in this respect, wiII 
become more and more manifest if left undisturbed by interference 
from without, as the country advances in wealth and numbers. We 
have, in fact, but just entered that condition of society where the 
strength and durability of our political institutions are to be tested; 
and I venture nothing in predicting that the experience of the next 
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generation will fully test how vastly more favorable our condition 
of society is to that of other sections for free and stable institutions, 
provided we are not disturbed by the interference of others, or shall 
have sufficient intelligence and spirit to resist promptly and suc
cessfully such interference. It rests with ourselves to meet and 
repel them. I look not for aid to this .Government or to the other 
States; not but there are kind feelings toward us on the part of the 
great body of the non-slaveholding States; but as kind as their 
feelings may be, we may rest assured that no political party in 

II those States will risk their ascendance for our safety. If we do not 
I defend ourselves none will defend us; if we yield we will be more 

f
' and more pressed as we recede; and if we submit we will be tram
pled under foot. Be assured that emancipation itself would not 
satisfy these fanatics;-that gained, the next step would be to raise 
the negroes to a social and political equality with the whites; and 

,
. that being effected, we would Boon find the present condition of the 
two races reversed •..• Calhoun, SpeecheB (N. Y., 1856), II, 628-
633 passim. 

The beginnings of the Liberator are well set forth in 
this extract: 

To the Public. 

In the month, of August I issued proposals for publishing the 
Liberator in Washington city; but the enterprise, though hailed in 
different sections of the country, was palsied by public indifference. 
Since that time, the removal of the Genius of Univer8al Emancipa..' 
Hon to the Seat of .Government has rendered less imperious the 
establishment of a similar periodical in that quarter. . 

During my recent tour for the purpose of exciting the minds of 
the people by a series of discourses on the subject of slavery, every 
place that I visited gave fresh evidence of the fact, that a greater 
revolution in public sentiment was to be effected in the free States
and particularly in New England--than in the South. I found con-

I
tempt more bitter, opposition more active, detraction more relentless, 
prejudice more stubborn, and apathy more frozen, than among slave
owners themselves. Of course, there were individual exceptions to 
the contrary. This state of things afflicted, but did not dishearten 
me. I determined, at every hazard, to lift up the standard of 
emancipation in t,he eyes of the nation, within sight of Bunker Hin 
and in the birthplace of liberty. That standard is now unfurled; 
and long may it float, unhurt hy the spoliations of time or the 
missiles of a desperate foe--yea, till every secret abettor tremble
let their northern apologist tremble-~t all the enemie~ the per
secutecLblackS-trembl.e. • • • 
-I shall not array myself as the political partisan of any man. In 
defending the great cause of human rights, I wish to derive the 
assistance of all religions and of all parties. 

Assenting to the "self-evident truth" maintained in the American 
Declaration of Independence, "that all men are created equal, and 
endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable rights-among 



Appendix 583 
which are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness," I shall 
strenuously contend for the immediate enfranchisement of our slave 
population. In Park Street Church, on the Fourth of July, 1829, in 
an address on slavery, I unreftectingly assented to the 'popular but 

rnicious d~trine of ra at abolition. I seize this opportunity 
a fu an uneqUIvocal recanta lon, and thus publicly to ask 

pardon of my God, of my country, and of my brethren, the poor 
slaves, for having uttered a sentiment so full of timidity, injustice, 
and absurdity. A similar recantation, from my pen, was published 
in the Genius of Universal Emancipation, at Baltimore, in September, 
1820. My conscience is now satisfied. 

I am aware that many object to the severity of my language; but 
is there not cause for severity f I will be as harsh as truth, and as 
uncompromising as justice. On this subject, I do not wish to think, 
or speak, or write, with moderation. No! no! Tell a man whose 
house is on fire to give a moderate alarm; tell him to moderately 
reSClle his wife. from the hands of the ravisher; tell the mother to 
gradually extricate her babe from the fire into which it has fallen,
but urge me not to use moderation in a cause like the present. I am 
in earnest-I will not equivoeate-I will not excuse-I will not 
retreat a single inch-and I will be heard. The apathy of the people 
is enough to make every statue leap from its pedestal, and to hasten 
the resurrection of the dead. 

It is pretended that I am retarding the cause of emancipation by 
the coarseness of my invective and the precipitancy of my measures. 
The charge is not true. On this question my inftuence,-humble as it 
ia,-ia felt at this moment to a considerable extent, and shall be felt 
in coming yearlt-not perniciously, but beneficially-not as a curse, 
but a8 a blessing; and posterity will bear testimony that I was 
right. I desire to thank God; that he enables me to disregard "the 
fear of man which bringeth a snare," and to speak his truth in its 
simplicity and power. And here I close with this fresh dedication: 

Oppression I I llave seen thee face to face, 
And met thy cruel eye and cloudy brow; 
But thy soul-withering glance I fear not now
For dread to prouder feelings doth give place 
Of deep abhorrence! Scorning the disgrace 
Of slavish knees that at thy footstool bow, 
I also kneel-but with far other vow 

~
o hail thee and thy herd of hirelings base:
awear, while life-blood warms my throbbing veins, 

till to oppose and thwart, with heart and hand, 
hy brutalizing sway-till Alric's chains 
ra burst, and Freedom rules the rescued land,
rampling Oppression and iron rod: 
uell is the 11010 I tak-.o help me God! 

-W. L. Garrison, WorkB (Boston, 1905), pp. 70-73. 

The constitution of the American Antislavery Society 
was: 
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Whereas, the Most High God "hath made of one blood all nationa 

of men to dwell on all the face of the earth," and hath commanded 
them to love their neighbors as themselves; and whereas, our National 
Existence is based on this principle, as recognized in the Declaration 
of Independence, "that all mankind are created equal, and that they 
are endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable rights, among 
which are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness"; and whereas, 
after the lapse of nearly sixty years, since the faith and' honor of the 
American people were pledged to this avowal, before Almighty God 
and the World, nearly one-sixth p"rt of the nation are held in bond
age by their fellow-citizens; and whereas, Slavery is contrary to the 
principles of natural justice, of our republican form of government, 
and of the Christian religion, and is destructive of the prosperity 
o'f the country, while it is endangering the peace, union, and liberties 
of the States; and whereas, we believe it the duty and interest of the 
masters immediately to emancipate their slaves, and that no scheme 
of expatriation, either voluntary or by compulsion, can remove this 
great and increasing evil; and whereas, we believe that it is prac
ticable, by a.ppeals to the consciences, hea.rts, and interests of the 
people, to awa.ken a public sentiment throughout the nation that will 
be opposed to the continuance of Slavery in any part of the Republic, 
and by effecting the speedy abolition of Slavery, prevent a. general 
convulsion; and whereas, we bclieve we owe it to the oppressed, to 
our fellow-citizens who hold sla\-es, to our whole country, to posterity, 
and to God, to do all tbat is lawfully in our power to bring about 
the extinetion of Slavery, we do hereby agree, with a. prayerful re
liance on the Divine aid, to form ourselves into a society, to be 
governed by the following Constitution: 

Article I_-This Society shall be called The American Antislavery 
Society_ 

j 
Article H_-'l'he objects of this Society are the entire abolition of 

slavery in tbe United States_ While it admits that each State, in 
which Slavery exists, has, by the Constitution of the United States, 
the exclusive right to legislate in regard to its abolition in said 

I 
State, it shall aim to convince all our fellow-citizens, by arguments 
addressed to their understandings and consciences, that Slavehold
ing is a. heinous crime in the sigbt of God, and that the duty, safety, 
and best interests of all concerned, require its immediate abandota
ment, without e:'l:patriation_ The Society will also endeavor, in a 
constitutional way, to influence Congress to put an end to tbe domes-
tic Slave trade, and to abolish Slavery .in all ,those portions of 
our common country which come under its control especially in the 
District of Columbia,-and likewise to prevent the extension of it to 
any State that may be herea.fter admitted to the Union_ 

Article IH.-Tbis Society shall aim to elevate the character and 
condition of the people of color, by encouraging their intellectual, 
moral, and religious improvement, and by removing public prejudice, 
that thus they ma.y, according to their intellectual moral worth, share 
an equality with the whites, of civil and religious privileges; but this 
Society will never in any way countenance the oppressed in vindi· 
cating their rights by resorting to physical force. 

Article IV.~Any person who consents to the principles of this 
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)Constitution, who eon17ributes to the funds of this Society, and is 

\ 
not & Slaveholder, may be a member of this Society and shall be 
entitled to vote at the meetings. , 

The text is in a pamphlet, entitled Platform of the American Anti
.'afJeryJ Society and It. AU<riliarie. (New York, 1855), pp. 3, 4. 
The fullest acenunt of the convention is in William LI.oyd. Garris_: 
Story of HiB Life Told by HiB Children, I, pp. 392·415, where is also 
& copy of the Declaration. The Declaration is also in the pamphlet 
above cited. For Whittier's account, see Atlantic Monthly, VIII. 
XXXIII, pp. 166·172. (Fehruary, 1874.) 

This appeal of a Southern Matron for patience is a case 
in evidence of the thinking element in the South: 

Shut your eyes no longer, my countrymen"":"the Union is threatened; 
and all the blessings it confers, and which our fathers suffered and 
died to attain, must perish with it. Scorn not the feeble voice of a 
woman, when she calls on you to awa~e to your danger, ere it be 
forever too late. We are told that the citizens of the North would 
arouse our slavee to exert their physical force against us--hut we 
cannot, we will not believe the foul, shocking, unnatural tale. What! 
have the daughters of the South inflicted such injuries on their 
Northern brethren, as to render them objects of their deadly, ex
terminating hate! Ha,oe helpless age, smiling infancy, virgin purity 
no claims on the generous, the highminded and the brave! Would 
they introduce the serpents of fear and withering anxiety into the 
Edens of domestic bliss; hathe our peaceful hearths with blood, and 
force us to abhor those ties which now unite us as one people, and 
which we 80 lately taught our sons to regard as our pride! We can
not believe it. We cannot be 80 unjust to the enlightened and humane 
citizens of the Northern Ststes, as to suppose foro a moment that 
they approve of the course pursued hy those reckless agitators who 
seek to inflict Buch cruel calamities on the South. The poor slave 
himself merits not at their hands the mischief and woe which his 
miHtaken advocates would heap on his devoted head; for even they 
cannot imagine that an exertion of physical force on their part COUld

l result in aught but his destruction. No-the Northern people are too 
well acquainted with historical facts, to condemn us for evils which 
we deprecated as warmly as themselves, lI"t wbi!jJ were mtbl!M!AJ¥ 
im~sed 00 ])8 b¥ t~ ,pmter 0' Gwt R!:.!lajn .... 
-";0 rar from condemning, they must sympathize with us; for they/ 
well know that slavery was forced upon us, and that as early as 1760 
the Southern colonie'J earnestly sought to avert it by paBBing acts 
imposing dutil'. on slaves, and even prohibiting their importation. 
In spite of sectional J'rejudices (alas, too often fostered for the worst 
end. by the unprinCIpled and ambitious)-in spite of.conflicting in· 
terests, the people of the North are our brethren. Together o~r 
fathers shared many a peril. Side by side, they fought and bled JB 

defense of their common country. Their united wi~om :was. ex~rted 
to form our glorious Constitution, and these repubhcan lDStJotutu~ns, 
whicb 80 justly are our boast, and the safeguard of our hbertles. 
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Would the Bons overthrow the noble fabric their fathers assisted to 
rear, even now, when towering aloft in its majesty and beauty, it 
attracts the .admiration of the world t-We cannot believe they are 
prepared for so suicidal an act. i'he States are all more or less 
dependent on each other. Let one portion be weakened and depressed, 
the whole must ultimately suffer. Oh! that a spirit of compromise, 
forbearance, and brotherly love could be infused into our coun
cils, and animate the bosoms of our public men. Then. the voice 
of contention would be hushed into silence. The insidious treach
ery of the incendiary would meet the contempt it merits, and factious 
demagogues would shrink abashed beneath the deep, stern voice of a 
nation's censure .. Then the daughters of America could look joyfully 

Ion their sons and indulge the proud hope that they and their 
children would live and die the free and happy citizens of·the great, 

. flourishing and United .States of America. 
Deluded emancipators of the North, we now appeal to you! We 

deprecate slavery as much as you. We as ardently desire the lib
erty of the whole human race; but what can we do? The slow hand 
of time must overCome these difficulties now insurmountable. An 
evil, the growth of ages, canllot be remcdied in a day. Our virtuous 
and enlightened men will doubtless effect much by cautious exertion, 
if their efforts are not checked by your rash attempts to dictate on a 
subject on which it is impossible that you can form a correct judg
ment. }'orbear your inflammatory addresses. They but rivet the 
fetters of the slayes, and render them ten thousand times more gall
ing. You sacrifice his happiness, as well as that of his owner, for, 
by rendering him an object of suspicion and alarm you deprive him 
of the regard, confidence, and, I may add, with the utmost truth, 
the affection of his master. You render a being now light-hearted 
and joyous, moody, wretched-yes, hopelessly wretched. You wreak 
on the innocent and helpless, who, had they the will, possess not the 
power to bid the slave be free from all his imagined wrongs. You 
agonize gentle bosoms, which glow with Christian charity towards 
the whole human race, of whatever color they may be. Fearful 
forebodings mingle with all a deep, imperishable love, as the matron 
bends over the infant that smiles in her face, and with more shud
dering horror, she trembles as she gazes on the daughters, whose 
youthful beauty, good·ness and grace shed the sunshine of joy and 
hope over the winter of life. I appeal to you as Christians, as 
patriots, as men, generous, highminded men, to .forbear. By all 
you hold sacred-by vour own feelings or the wives of your bosom 
and the children of your loys, pause and reflect on the mischief 
and woe you seek'to inflict on both the white and colored popUlation 
of the Southern States. . . . 

"A Southern Nation," The Oolonizationist (Boston, 1834), 75-77. 

The following speech of John Quincy Adams shows his 
later attitude on slavery and the like: 

The inconsistency of the institution of domestic slavery with the' 
principles of the Declaration of Independence was seen and lamented 
by all the Southern patriots of the Revolution; by no one with 
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deeper and more unalterable conviction than by the author of the 
Declaration himself. No insincerity or hypocrisy can fairly be laid 
to their charge. Never from their lips was heard one syllahle of 
attempt to justify the institution of slavery. T ev universall con 
ai er it s a re roach fastened u on the ura s e _ 
lJlother cQuni!:l'; an t ley saw that, before tbe prm p es of e 
Declaration or Independence, slavery, in common with every other 
mode of oppression, was destined sooner or later to be banished 
from the earth. Such was the undoubting conviction of Jefferson 
to his dying day. In the memoir of his life, written at the age of 
seventy·seven, he gave to his countrymen the solemn and emphatic 
warning that the day was not distant when they must hear and 
adopt the general emancipation of their slaves. "Nothing is more 
eertainly written," said he, "in the book of fate, than that these 
people are to be free. My countrymen! It is written in a better 
volume than the book of fate; it is written in the laws of Nature 
and of Nature's God." 

We are told, indeed, by the learned doctors of the nullification 
school, that color operates as a forfeiture of the rights of human 
nature; that a dark skin turns a man into a chattel; that crispy 
hair transforms a human being into a four-footed beast. The~· 
trist informs you that slavery is consecrated and sanctified by the 

o y Scriptures of. the Old and New Testament; that Ham was 
the father of Canaan, and all his posterity were doomed, by his own) 
father, to be hewers of wood and drawers of water to the descendants 
of Shem and Japhet; that the native Americans of African descent 
are the children of Ham, with the' curse of Noah still fastened upon I 
them; and the native Americans of European descent are children of \ 
Japhet, pure Anglo-Saxon blood, born to command, and to live by 
the sweat of another's brow. The master.philosopher teaches you 
that slavery is no curse, but a blessing! that Providence--Providence! 
-has 80 ordered it that this country should be inhabited by two 
racea of men,-one born to wield the scourge, and the other to beart 
the record of its stripes upon his back; one to earn, through a toil· 
some life, the other's bread, and to feed him on a bed of roses; that 
slavery is t.he j!'uardian and promoter of wisdom and virtue; that 
the slave, by laboring for another's enjoyment, learns disinterested· 
ness and humility; that the master, nurtured, clothed, an~ sheltered, 
by another's toils, learns to be generous and grateful to the slave, 
and sometimes to feel for him as a father for his child; that, reo 
leased from the necessity of supplying his own wants, he acquires 
opportunity of leisure to improve his mind, to purify his heart, to 
cultivate his taste; tIl at he has time on his hands to plunge into the 
depths of philosophy, and to soar to the clear empyrean or seraphic 
morality. 'rbe mastcr-state~-ay, the statesman in the land 
of the Declaration of Independence, in the halls of national legisla· 
tion, with the muse of history recording his words as they drop 
from his lips, with the colossal figure of American Liberty leaning 
on a column entwined with the emblem of eternity over his head, 
with the forms of Washin/rton and Lafayette spea.king to him from 
the canvall--turna to the image of the father of his country, and, 
forgetting that the last act of his life was to emancipate his slaves, 
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to bolster up the cause of slavery, says, "That man was a slave
holder." 

My countrymen! these are the tenets of the modem nullification 
school. Can you wonder that they shrink from the light of free 
discussion-that they skulk from the grasp of freedom and. of truth! 
Is there among you one who hears me, solicitous above all things for 
the preservation of the Union so truly dear to us----of that Union pro
claimed in the Declaration of lndependence-of that Union never to 
be divided by any act whatever--and who dreads that the discussion 
of the merits of slavery will endanger the continuance of the Union! 
Let him discard his terrors, and be assured that they are no other 
than the phantom fears of nullification; that, while doctrines like 
these are taught in her schools of philosophy, preached in her 
pulpits, and avowed in her legislative councils, the free, unrestrained 

. discussion of the rights and wrongs of slavery, far from endangering 
the Union of these States, is the only condition upon which that 
Union can be preserved and perpetuated. What! are you to be told, 
with one breath, that the transcendent glory of this day consists in 
the proclamation that all lawful government is founded on the 
inalienable rights of man, .and, with the next breath, that you must 
not whisper this truth to the winds, lest they should taint the 
atmosphere with freedom, and kindle the flame of insurrection! 
Are you to bless the earth beneath your f~et .because she spurns 
the footsteps of a slave, and then to choke the utterance of your 
voice lest the sound of liberty should be reechoed from the palmetto 
groves mingled with the discordant notes of disunion! No! no! 
Freedom of speech is the only safety-valve which, under the high 
pressure of slavery, can preserve your political boiler from a fearful 
and fatal explosion. Let it be admitted that slavery is an institu
tion of internal police, exclusively subject to the separate jurisdic
tion of the States where it is cherished as a blessing, or tolerated as 
an evil as yet irremediable. But let that slavery which intrenches 
itself within the walls of her own impregnable fortress not sally 
forth to conquest over tlle domain 'of freedom. Intrude not beyond 
the hallowed bounds of oppression; but, if you have by solemn 
compact doomed your ears to hear the distant clanking of the chain, 
let not the fetters of· the slave he forged afresh upon your own 
soil; far less permit the~ to he riveted upon your own feet. Quench 
not the spirit of freedom. Let it go forth, not in panoply of fleshly 
wisdom, but with the promise of peace, and the voice of persuasion, 
clad in the whole armor of truth. conquering and to conquer. 

Josiah Quincy, Memow of the Life of Jf}hn Quincy Adams (Boston, 
1858), 272-275. 

In the lo11owing speech Joshua R. Giddings attacked the 
policy of yielding ground to slavery: 

It is well known; Mr. Chairman, that, since the formation of this 
confederacy, there has been a supposed conflict between the southern 
and the northern States. I do not sav that the conflil't is real; I 
only say that, in the minds of the people. both North and South. ami 
in this hall. such a conflict exists. This has given rise to a differ-



Appendix 589 
ence of policy in our national councils. I refer to the tariff in 
particular, as being a favorite measure of the North, while free trade 
ia advocated more generally by the South. I refer also to our 
harbor improvements, and the improvement of our river navigation 
aa another measure in which the. Northwest and West have felt 
great interest, and to which the South have been constantly opposed. 
But so equally balaneed haa been file political power, between these 
opposing interests, that for five years past our lake commerce has 
IK!en entirely abandoned; and such were. the defects of the tariff, tbat 
for many years our revenues were unequal to the support of govern
ment. 

By the fixed order of nature's law, our population at the North 
has increased so much faster than it has in the slave States, that 
nnder the late census the North and West hold the balance of polit
ical power; and at the present session we have passed through this 
body a bill for the protection of our lake and river commerce, which 
awaits the action of the Senate to become a law_ But let us admit 
Texas, and we shall place the balance of power in the hands of 
Texas. They, with the southern States, will control the policy 
and the destiny of this nation; our tariff will then be held at 
the will of the Texan advocates of free trade. j 

Are our friends of the North prepared to deliver over this policy 
to the people of Texas' Are the liberty-loving democrats of Penn
sylvania ready to give up tbe tariff! To strike off all protection 
from the articles of iron and coal and other productions of that 
State, in order to purchase a slave-market for their neighbors, who, 
in the words of Thomas Jefferson Randolph, "breed men for the 
market like oxen for the sbambles Y" 

1 do not argue to the policy of protecting our American manu- \ 
factures. I only say, tbat at tbis time, New England and the free 
States generally are in favor of it, while the slave States are equally 
opposed to it. And I ask are the mechanics and manufacturers of the 
North prepared to abandon their employments, in order that slave
markets may be established in Texas, and a brisk traffic in bodies, 
the flesh and blood of our southern population may be maintained Y 
Are the farmers of tbe West, of Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois, pre
pared to gin up the sale of their beef, pork, and flour, in order 
to increase the profits of those who raise children for sale, and 
deal in the bodies of women' Are the free States prepared to 
suspend their harbor and river improvements for the purpose of 
establishing this slave-trade with Texas, and to perpetuate slavery 
therein' • 

But, if Texas be admitted to the Union, it is to be a slaveholding 
State, out of which se,-eral States are hereafter to be admitted, with 
the advantages over our free States of holding a representati,?n on 
this floor, and a vote in the election of president and vice-preslde."t. 
and in the administration of the federal government, in proportlOll 
to the number of slaves they shall hold in bondage. I." otber 
words, their influence on all these subjects is to be proportIoned ~o 
their contempt of liberty. The Texan, who holds five slaves, IS 
to wield an influence over our national interests equal to four of 
our northern freemen. If each holds fifty slaves, his influence 
will be equal to that of fMrig-OM of the independent electors of the 
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free States. I ask the learned gentleman from Indiana (Mr. Owen) 
if he really estimates the political worth of his constituents so low 
as to require thirty·one of them to form an aggregate of political 
influence equal to that of the piratical owner of fifty "human 
chattels" in Texas! Or does he estimate his own political worth at 
one-fourth part of that which he attaches to the holder of five slaves 
in Texas? I wish gentlemen here would speak out, and let us 
know the real estimate which they put upon the moral and political 
worth of northern men! Would to God I were able to speak to every 
man of every party, north of Mason and Dixon's Line. I would 
demand of them as men, aM freemen, to come forward, and let the 
country understand whether anyone of them is willing thus to 
degrade himself; or whether anyone of them is willing to be thus 
degraded by his representatives in this hall. This proposition, come 
from whom it may, from persons high in office, or from those wishing 
to be high in office, is insulting to northern feeling and northern 
honor. Sir, why not propose at once that our people shall surrender 
themselves as slaves to the Texan planters! Why not advise the 
people of our free States at once to leave their homes, to go to 

,Texas, and become the voluntary "hewers of wood and drawers of 
water" to those fugitive criminals, who, within the last fifteen years, 
w!'re driven from the United States to avoid punishment for their 
crimes! ... 

Joshua R. Giddings, Speeches in Oongress (Boston, 1853), 104-106. 

As the following extract from his speech shows, Sumner 
believed in the equality of all men ber'ore the law. He said: 

The way is now prepared to consider the nature of Equality, as 
secured by the Constitution of Massachusetts. The Declaration of 
Independence, which followed the French Encyclopedia and the po

'litical writings of Rousseau, announces amollg self-evident truths, 
"that all men are Cf"eated equal; that they are endowed by their 
Creator with certain unalienable rights; that among these are life, 
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness." The Constitution of Massa
chusetts repeats the same truth in a different form, saying, in its 
first article: "Al~ men are born free and equal, and hav!' certain 
natural essential, and unalienable rights, among which may be 
reckoned the right of enjoying and defending their lives and lib
erties." Another article explains what is meant 'by Equality, saying: 
"No man, nor corporation or association of men, have any other title 
to obtain advantages, or particular and exclusive privileges, distinct 
from those of the community, than what arises from the consider
ation of services rendered to the public; and this title being in nature 
neither hereditary, nor transmissible to children, or descendants, or 
relations by blood, the idea of a man being born a magistrate, law
giver, or judge is absurd and unmltural." This language, in its 
natural signification, condemns every form of inequality in civil and 
political institutions" 

These declarations, though in point of time before the ampler 
declarations of France,may be construed in the light of the latter. 
Evidently they seek to declare the same principle. They are decla-
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rations of Rig1lts; and the language employed, though general in 
character, is obviously limited to those matters within the design 
of a declaration of Rights. And permit me to say, it is a childish 
eophism to adduce any physical or mental inequality in argument 
against Equality of Rights. 

Obviously, men are not born equal in physical strength or in 
mental capacity, in Leauty of form or health of body. Diversity 
or inequality in these respects is the law of creation. From this 
difference springs divine harmony. But this inequality is in no 
particular inconsistent ~;th complete civil and political equality. 

The equality declared by our fathers in 1776, and made the funda· ' 
mental law of Massachusetts in 1780, was Equality before the Law. 
Its ohject was to efface all political or civil distinctions, and to 
abolish all institutions founded upon birth. "All men are created 
equal," says the Declaration of Independence. "All men are bor 
free and equal," says the Massachusetts Bill of Rights. These are 
not vain words. Within the sphere of their iJlfluence, no person 
can be oreated, no person can be bGnl with civil or political privilege 
not enjoyed equally by all his fellow·dtizens; nor can any institutio 
be established, recognizing distinction of birth. Here is the Great 
Charter of every human being drawing vital hreath upon this soil, 
whatever may be his condition, and whoever may be his parents. 
He may be poor, weak, humble, or black;-he may be of Caucasian, 
Jewish, Indian, Ethiopian race,-he may be of French, German, 
English, or Irish extraction; but before the- Constitution of Massa
chusetts all these distinctions disappear. He is not poor, weak, 
humble, or black; nor is he Caucasian, Jew, Indian, or Ethiopian; 
nor is he French, German, English, or Irish; he is a MAN, the 
equal of all his fellow-men. He is one. of the children of the State, 
which, like an impartial parent, r .!gards all its offsprings with 
an !!'Jual care. To some i av ·ustly allot higher duties, according 
to hI . es; ut it we com s OSpI a e 

r. The State, Imitating the dh·ine jU3tice, is no respecter of· 
persons. . 

Here nobility cannot exist, because it is a privilege from birth. 
But the same anathema which smites and banishes nobility must 
also amite anll banish every form of discrimination founded on 
birth,-

"QuamviB ille niger, quamviB I" candidus uses." 
Charles Sumner, Work. (Boston, 1875), II, 340-342. 

Voicing a strong protest against the theory that the 
rightfulness of slavery must not be publicly discussed or 
questioned, Joshua R. Giddings said: 

Sir, certain Senators in the other end of the capitol have for 
months been endeavoring to convince the people of the necessity of 
passing the "omnibus bill," as it is called. No arguments could be 
raised in favor of that measure, for it was not founded on reason. 
One consideration alone was pressed upon the public mind. The 
cry waa raised that "the Union teaB in daftgerl" The newspapers here 
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responded, "thIJ Union is in danger /" The country press repeated 
the alarm. The cry was caught up and echoed by every timid fal
tering poltroon of the North. Petitions to "8a1JIJ thIJ Union" 'were 
circulated. Public meetings were held in our commercial cities 
where Texas scrip was mostly influential, and resolutions were 
adopted "to save th6 Union." The supplications were not that we 
"may legislat6 in righteousne8s," deal out justice and mercy to 
those who are oppressed and degraded by our laws. These were 
regarded as objects of trifling importance, when compared with the 
pending danger that TellJas would dis80lve thIJ Union. Indeed, they 
are never mentioned by our chaplain. 

I 
Sir, am n useated sicken . moral and olitical effe -

i . ar ICe. It is unwor y 0 mencan s a s-
men. Our constituents sent. us here to maintain and, defend their 
rights; not to surrender them; not to make ourselves and our people 

j
tributary to Texas. In electing us, they had no expectation that 
we would turn upon them and. violently thrust our hands into their 
pockets and take therefrom ten millions of dollars, and hand it over 
to the slave-holders of Texas, for territory which belongs to us, and 
to which Texas never had any title whatever. 

Sir, gentlemen here may say what they please; the people have no 

I fears of a dissolution of the Union. They understand this kind .of 
g!,sco!!.a,!l!l. The cry of "dissolution" has been the dernier ressort of 

I 
southern men for fifty years, whenever they desired to frighten 
doughfaces into a compliance with thel.·r measures. It may alarm 
gentlemen here; but I do not think you can find in northern Ohio an 
equal number of nervous old women or of love-sick girls, who could 
be moved by it. 

Again, it is said that we must stop this agitation in relation to 
slavery! The people see us here passing laws to. enslave our fellow
men; to sell women in open .market; to- create a traffic in the bodies 
of children. They kno~ this, to be opposed to the self-evident truth 
that "all men are ·created equal," "that governments areo constituted 
to sustain that equality of rights"; and they converse on the sub
ject, eliamine the reasons on which such traffic is based, and vote 

f for men who will oppose such barbarous practices. This is called 
agitation j and gentlemen ,here talk of suppressing it by passing 

~ 
such laws as that ,on your table. This Is the manner in which we 

I 
are to stop the progress of truth; to seal the lips of philanthropists; 
and to silence the voice ·of humanity. Yes, Sir, it is gravely proposed 
that we should set "bounds 'to the human intellect, and to limit 
political investigations by statute laws. 

Sir, the great founder of our holy religion, when he proclaimed the 
Heaven-born truths of his Gospel; 'was denounced as an "agitator." 
He was arrested, condemned, and ·executed for asserting truths which 
the Scribes and Pharisees were too stupid to comprehend •.. It was 
done to stop agitatioflj but truth, emanating from "the Holy One," 
has extended, spread, and progressed, and will "go on conquering and 
to 'conquer," in spite of all the political Scribes and Pharisees in 
Congress, and the quaking and trembling of doughfaces here' and 
elsewhcre. 

This progress in morals and in political intelligence is in strict 
accordance with the law of our being, and cannot be prevented. Thl' 
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idea of setting ~unds to the human intel~ec.t, of circumscrihing it 
hy statute law, IS preposterous. Why not limit the arts and sciences 
by conservstlve legislation, as well as moral and political progress T 
Why not follow the example of those who attempted to stop the 
agitation of Galileo, when he proclaimed the truth ot our solar 
system, and the laws by which the planets are retained in their 
orbits! He caused great agitation, and was excommunicated for 
his infidelity, in thus daring to proclaim truths which the con-
8trt:aU"e8 of that age were too ignorant to comprehend. Jt reo 
quired two hundred and fifty years for the stupid clergy ot that 
day to understand the truths for which he had been expelled from 
tht'ir Christian fellowship. How long it will require certain theo· 
logical professors of the present day to comprehend the "self·evi· 
dent truths" of man's equality, is not yet determined. Or how 
long it will requirc our political doctors to comprehend tIle very 
obvious fact that an educated and reflecting people will think and 
ael for them8el"e8, is yet to he ascertained. 

But, if we are to lla\'e {'onservative legislation, let us tear down 
the telegraphic wires, hreak up our galvanic batteries, and imprison 
Moue, and stop all agitation upon the subject of your "magnetic" 
railroads of- thought." Lay up your steamboats, place fetters upon 
your locomotives, convert your railroads into cultivated fields. 
and erase the name of Fulton from our history .. Go down to yon
der Institute, dri\'e Page from llis laboratory, break in pieces his 
galvanic engines, and unchain the imprisoned lightning which is 
there pent up; then pass an act of Congress prohibiting all further 
agitation on these subjects, and thus carry out your conservative 
prineiples, of which some men are continually hoasting ...• 

Joshua R. Giddings, Speeche8 in Congress (Boston, 1853), 409-
411. 

Giving great offense to Jefferson Davis and other South
ern friends, William H. Seward spoke thus for The Higher 
Law than the Constitution: . 

There is another aspect of the principle of compromise which 
deservea consideration. It assumes that slavery, if not the only 
institution in a slave State, is at least a ruling institution, and 
that this characteristic is recognized by the Constitution. But 
.10"",, is only one of many institutions there. Freedom is equally 
an institution there. Slavery is only a temporary, accidental, par
tial, and incongruous one. Freedom, on the Contrary, is a per-· 
petual, organic, universal one, in harmony with the Constitution 
of the United States. The slaveholder himself stands under the 
protection of the latter, in common with all the free citizens of 
that atate. But it is, moreover, an indispensable institution. You 
may separate alavery from South Carolina, and the state wiII still 
remain; hut if you subvert freedom there, the state will cease to 
exist. But the principle of this compromise gives complete. as
cendency in the slave atates, and in the Constitution of the .Un~ted 
~tates, to the subordinate, accidental, and incongruous instItutIon, 
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over its paramount antagonist. To reduce this claim of slavery 
to an absurdity, it is only necessary to add that there are only 
two sta.tes in which sla"es are a majority, and not one in which 
the slaveholders are not a very disproportionate minority. 

But there is yet another aspect in which this principle must be 
examined. It regards the domain only as a possession. to be en
joyed either in common or by partition by the citizens of the old 
states. It is true, indeed, that the national domain is ours. It is 
true it was acquired by the valor and with the wealth of the whole 
nation. But we hold, nevertheless, no arbitrary power over it. We 
hold no arbitrary authority over anything, whether acquired law
fully or seized by usurpation. The Constitution regulates our 
st~wardship; the Constitution de\'otes the domain to union, to 
justice, to defense, to welfare. and to liberty. 

But there is a higher law than the Constitution, which regulates 
our authority o\"er tllc domain, and devotes it to the same noble 
purposes. The territory is a p.art, no inconsiderable part, of the 
common heritage of mankind bestowed upon them by the Creator 
of the universe. Wc are his stewards, and must so discharge our 
trust as to secure in the higllest attainable degree tbeir happiness. 
How momentolls that trust is we may learn from the instructions 
of the founder of modern pbilosopllY: 

"No man," says Bacon, "can by care·taking, as the Scripture 
saith, add a cubit to his stature in this little model of a man's 
body; but, in Ue great· frame of kingdoms and commonwealths, it 
is in the power of princes or estates to add amplitude and great
ness to tbeir kingdoms. For, by introducing sllch ordinances, con
stitutions, and customs, as are wise, they may sow ~r('atn('ss to 
their posterity and 'successors. But these things are commonly Dot 
observed, but left to take their chance." 

This is a sta te, and we are deliberating for it, just as our fathers 
deliberated in establishing the institutions we enjoy. Whatever 
superiority there is in our conditi~n and hopes over those of any 
other "kingdom" or "estate" is due to the fortunate circumstance 
that our ancestors· did not leave things to "take,their chance," but 
that they "added amplitude and greatness" to our commonwealth 
"by introducing such ordinances, constitutions, and customs, as 
were wise." We in our turn have succeeded to the same responsi
bilities, and we cannot approach the duty before us wisely or 
justly, except we raise ourselves to the great consideration of how 
we can most certainly "sow greatness to our posterity and suc
cessors.'" 

And now the simple, bold, and even awful, question which pre
sents itself to us is this: Shall we, who are founding institutions, 
social and political, for countless millions; shall we, who know by 
experience the wise and the just, and are free to choose them, and 
to reject the erroneous and unjust; shall we establish human 
bondage, or permit it by our sufferance to be established t Sir, 
our forefathers would not have hesitated an hour. They found 
slavery existing here, and they left it only because they could not 
remove it. There is not only no free State which would now 
establisll it, but there is no slave State, which, if it had had the 
free alternative, as we now have, would have founded slavery. 1n-
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deed. our n!Volutionary pred~ilOrs had precisely the same ques
tion before them iu establishing an organic law under which the 
atates of Ohio, Indiana, Michigan, Illinois, and Wisconsin, have 
.inee come into the Union, and they solemnly repudiated and ex
eluded slavery from those states forever_ I confess that the most 
alarming evidence of our Ilegeneracy which has yet been giveu is 
found in the fact that we even debate such a question ___ _ 

The senator proposes to expel me. I am ready to meet that trial, 
too; and if I &ball be expelled, I shall not be tbe first man sub
jected to punishment for maintaining tbat there is a power higher 
than human law, and that power delights in justice; that rulers, 
whether despota or elected rulers of a free people, are bound to 
administer justice for the benefit of society_ 

William IL Seward, Worka (N_ Y., 1853), I, pp. 74-129_ 

The following speech from Lincoln exposed the fallacy of 
the so-called reasonableness of slavery: 

Equality in society alike beats inequality, whether the latter be 
of the British aristocratic sort or of the domestic slavery sort. We 
know Southern men declare that their sla\-es are better off than 
hired laborers among us. How little they know whereof they 
speak! There i8 no permanent class of hired laborers amongst us . 

.l:lrentliflve years ago I was a hired laborer. The hired labore 
of yes rday labors on his own account: to-C1aY, and will hire others 
to labor for him to-morrow. Advancement-improvement in con
dition-is the order of things in a society of equals. As labor is 
the eommon burden of our race, so the effort of some to shift their 
share of the burden onto the shoulders of others is the great dura
ble curse of the race. Originally a curse for transgression upon 
the whole race, when, as by slavery, it is concentrated on a part 
only, it becomes the double-refined curse of God upon his creatures. 

}'ree labor has the inspiration of hope; pure slavery has no hope. 
The power of hope upon human exertion and happiness is wonder
fuL The alave-moster himself has a conception of it, and hence 
the system of tasks among slaves. The slave whom you cannot 
drive with tbe lash to hreak seventy-five pounds of hemp in a day, 
if you will ask him to break a hundred, and promise him pay for 
all he does over, he will break you a hundred and fifty. You have 
substituted hope for the rod. And yet perhaps it does not occur 
to you that to the extent of your gain in the ease, you have giveu 
up the slave system and adopted the free system of labor. 

If A csn prove, however, conclusively, tbat he may of right enOl 
alave B, why may not B suatch the same argument aud prove 
equally that he may ensla.-e A' You say A is white and B is 
black. It ia color, then; the lighter having the right to enslave the 
darker' Take ca B his r Ie ou are to be slave to the fi s 
DJ.!!....!!'u ~ith a fairer s in than your own. 0 no mean 
ralor exactly, You mean tTle whites are mteiiectually the supe
riors of the blacks, and therefore have the right to enslave tbem' 
Take eare agaiu. BUhi~le IOU are to be· slave to the first man 
Y..?!Lmeet with au-int.elr superIOr to your own. But, you say, 
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it is a question of interest, and if you make it your interest you 
have the right to enslave another. Very well. And if he can make 
it his interest- he has the right to enslave you. 

The ant who has toiled and dragged a crumb to his nest will 
furiously defend the fruit of his labor against whatever robber 
assails him. So plain that. the most dumb and stupid slave that 
ever toiled for a master does constantly know that he is wronged. 
So plain that no one, high or low, ever does mistake it, except in 
a plainly selfish way; for although volume upon volum\! is written 
to prove slavery a v 0 hin we never hear of the man who 
wishe the of it b em a 8 ave lmse . 
-- Most governments have een based, practlC8 y, on tbe denial of 
the equal rights of men as I have, in part, stated them.; ours began 
hy affirming those rights. They said, some men are too ignorant 
-and vicious to share in government. Possibly 80, said we; and, by 
your system, you would always keep them ignorant and vicious. 
We proposed to give all a chance; and we expected the weak to 
grow stronger, the ignorant wiser, and all hetter and happier to
gether. 

We made the experiment, and the fruit is before- us. Look at it, 
think of it. I.ook at it in its aggregate grandeur, of extent of 
country, and numbers of population-of ship, and steamboat, and 
railroad .... 

Thus we see that the plain, unmistakable spirit of that age 
toward slavery was hostility tQ the principles and toleration only 
by necessity. 

But now it is to_ be transformed into -a "sacred right." Nebraska 
brings it forth, places it on the highroad to extension -and per
petuity, and with a pat on its back says to it, "Go, and God speed 
you." Henceforth it is to be the chief jewel of the nation-the 
very figurehead of the ship of state. Little by little, but steadily 
as man's march to the grave, we have been giving up the old for 
the new faith. Nearly eighty years ago we began by declaring 
that all men are created equal; but now from that beginning we 
have run down to the other declaration, that for some men 10 
enslave others is a "sacred right of self-government." These prin
ciples cannot stand together. They are as opposite as God and 
Mammon; and whoever holds to the one must despise the other. 
When Pettit, in connection with his support of the Nebraska bill, 
called the Declaration of Independence "a self-evident lie," he only 
did what consistency and candor require all other -Ne\>Rska men 
to do. Of the forty-odd Nebraska senators who sat pr<:4!nt and 
heard him, no one rebuked him. -Nor am I apprised that any Ne
braska newspaper, or any Nebraska orator, in the whole nation has 
ever rebuked him. If this had been' said among Marion's men, 
Southerners though they were, what would have become of the man 
who said it? If -this had been said to the men who captured Andre, 
the man who said it would probably have been hung sooner than 
Andre was. If it- had been said in old Independence Hall seventy
eight years ago, the very doorkeeper would have throttled the man 
and thrust him into the street. Let no one be deceived. The spirit 
of seventy-six and the spirit of Nebraska are utter antagonisms; 
and the former is being rapidly displaced by the latter. 
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Fellow-rotJntrymen, Americans, South as well as North, shall we 
make no effort to arrest this! Already the liberal party throughout 
the world express the apprehension "that the one retrograde institu
tion in America is undermining the principles of progress, and 
fatally violating the noblest political system the world ever saw." 
This is not the taunt of enemies, but the warning of friends. Is it 
quite safe to disregard it-to despise it! Is there no danger to 
liberty itself in discarding the earliest practice and first precept of 

, our ancient faith! In our greedy chase to make profit of the 
n~ro, let us beware lest we "cancel and tear in pieces" even the 
white man's charter of freedom . 

.ow- rep!l!!li<'8n robe is Boiled and trailed in the dust. Let.....ua 
.,eI'!!!"Ifylt. Mt us tllm 'lila Wl!sh It whIte 10 the spm!...lf not in 
flIe bl~f th~iJw. Let us tum slavery from its claims or "morairlgTit" hack upon its existing legal rights and its argu
ments of "necessity." Let us return it to the position our fatbers 
gave it, and there let it rest in peace. Let us readopt the Declara
tion of Independence, and with it the practices and policy which 
harmonize with it. Let North and South-let all Americans-let 
all lovers of liberty everywhere join in the great and good work. 

I If we do this, we shall not only have saved the Union, hut we shall 
, have 80 saved it that the succeeding millions of free, happy people, 

the world o"er, shall rise up and call us blessed to the latest genera
\ tiona. 

Abraham Lincoln, Early Bpeec1a" (N. Y., 1907), 216-264. 

Some of the thoughts of The Irrepressible Conflict of 
Freedom and S14very were: 

This African slave system is one which, in its ongm and in its 
growth, has been altogether foreign from the habits of the races 
which colonized these states and established civilization here. It 
was introduced on this continent as an engine of conquest, and for 
the establishment of monarchial power, by the Portuguese and the 
Spaniards, and was rapidly extended by them all over South Amer
ica, Central America, Louisiana, and Mexico. Its legitimate fruits 
are seen in the poverty, imbecility, and anarchy which now pervade 
all Portuguese and Spanish America. The free-labor system is C!f 
oeman enraction, and it was established in our country by emi
grants from Sweden, Holland, Germany, Great Britsin, and Ireland. 
We justlJ ascribe to its inJIuences the strength, wealth, greatneB8, 
intellirnee, and freedom, which the whole Amerit'&n people. no~ 
enjoy. One of the chief elements of the value of human bfe IS 
freedom in the pursuit of happiness. The slave system is not only 
intolerant, unjust, and inhuman, toward the laborer, whom, C?nly 
because he ia a laborer, it loads down with chains and converts mto 
mel't'handise, but ia scarcely less severe upon ~he fn;eman,.f.? .whom, 
only because he i8 a laborer from necessity, It d~nlea faclht~es for 
employment, and whom it expels from the commum~ because ~t C!'n
not enslave and convert into merchandise ai_ It IS necessartly Jm
provident and ruinous, because, a8 a general truth, communities pros
per and flourish, or droop and decline, in just the degree that they 
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practice or neglect to practice the primary duties of justice. and 
humanity. The free-labor system conforms to the divine law of 
equality, which is written in the hearts and consciences of men, and 
iherefore is always and ever.ywhere beneficent. 

The slave system is one of constant danger, distrust, suspicion 
and watchfulness. It debases those whose toil alone can produc~ 
wealth and resources for defense, to the lowest degree of which 
human nature is capable, to guard against mutiny and insurrec
tion, and thus wastes energies which otherwise might be employed 
in national development and aggrandizement. 

The free-labor system educates all alike, and by opening all the 
fields of industrial employment and all the departments of author
ity, to the unchecked and equal rivalry of all classes of men, at once 
secures universal contentment, and brings into the highest possible 
activity all the physical, moral, and social energies of the whole 
state. In states where the slave .system prevails, the masters, di
rectly or indirectly, secure all the political power, and constitute a. 
ruling aristocracy. In states where the free-labor system prevails, 
universal suffrage necessarily obtains, and the state inevitably be
comes, sooner or later, a republic or democracy .... 
. Hitherto the two systems have existed in different states, but 

side by side within the American Union. This has happened be
cause the Union is a confederation of states. But in another aspect 
the United States constitute only one nation. Increase of popula
tion, which is filling the states out to their very borders, together 
with a new and extended network of railroads and other avenues, 
and an internal commerce which daily becomes more intimate, is 
rapidly bringing the states into a higher and more perfect social 
unity or consolidation. Thus, these antagonistic systems are .con
tinually coming into closer contact, and collision 'results. 

Shall I tell you what this collision means Y They who think that 
it is accidental, unnecessary, the work of interested or fanatical 
agitators, and thl'refore ephemeral, mistake the case altogether. 
It is an irrepressible confiict between opposing and enduring forces, 
and it means that the United 'States must and will, sooner or later, 
become either entirely a slave-holding nation or entirely a free-labor 
nation. Either the cot,ton or rice fields of South Carolina and the 
sugar plantations of Louisiana will ultimately be tilled by free labor, 
and Charleston and New Orleans become marts of legitimate mer
chandise alone, or else the rye-fields and wheat-fields of Massa
chusetts and New York must again be surrendered by their farmers 
to slave culture al1d to the production of slaves, and Boston and 
New York become once more markets for trade in the bodies and 
souls of men. It is the failure to apprehend this great truth that 
induces SO many unsuccessful attempts at final compromises between 
the slave and free states, and it is the existence of this great fact 
that renders all such pretended compromises, when made, vain and 
ephemeral .... 

At last, the Republican party has appeared. It avows, now, as 
the Republican party of 1800 did, in one word, its faith and its 
works, "Equal and exact justice to all men." Even when it first 
entered the field, only half organized, it struck a blow which only 
just failed to secure complete and triumphant victory. In this, 
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ita second campaign, it has already won advantages which render 
that triumph now both easy and certain. 

The secret of its assured success lies within that very character
istic which, in the mouth of scoffers, constitutes its great and last
ing imbecility and reproach. It lies in the fact that it is a party 
of one idea; but that is a noble on&-an idea that fills and expands 
all generous souls; the idea of equality-the equality of all men 
before human tribunals and human laws, as they all are equal 
before the Divine tribunal and Divine laws. 

I know, and you know, that a revolution has begun. I know, 
and all the world knows, tbat revolutions never go backward. 
Twenty Senators and a hundred Representatives proclaim boldly in 
Congress to-day sentiments and opinions and principles of freedom 
which hardly so many men, even in this free state, dared to utter in 
their own homes twenty years ago. While the Government of the 
United States under the conduct of the Democratic party has been 
all that time surrendering one plain and castle after another to 
slavery, the people of the United States have been no less steadily 
and perseveringly gathering together the forces with which to re
covl'lr back again all the fields and all the castles which have been 
Illst, and to confound and overthrow, by one decisive blow, the 
betrayers of the Constitution and freedom forever. 

William H. Seward, The Irrerwe88ible Oonflict: A. Speroh DeUv~ 
ered. at Rochester, Oct. 25, 1858 (no title page, New York, 1858), 
1-7 passim. 

This review of the struggle by Senator Benjamin F. 
Wade, an Ohio antislavery senator who frequently assailed 
slavery, shows how the sentiment in the South had drifted 
toward secession: 

Tbere is no principle held to-day by this great Republican party 
that has not had the sanction of your Government in every depart
ment for more than seventy years. You have changed your opinions. 
We stand where we used to stand. That is the only difference. 
Sir, we stand where 'Vashington stood, where Jefferson stood, where 
Madison stood, where Monroe stood. We stand where Adams and 
Jackson and even Polk stood. That revered statesman, Henry Clay, 
of blesse(\ memory with his dying breath asserted the doctrine that 
we hold to-day .... As to compromises, I had supposed that we 
were all agreed that the day of compromises was at an end: The 
most solemn compromises we have ever made have been VIolated 
without a whereatl. Since I have had a seat in this body, one of 
considerable antiquity that had stood for more than thirty years, 
was swept away froU: your st&;tute bo~ks .... We nO';'1inated our 
candidates for President and VIce-PresIdent, and you dId the same 
for yourselves. The issue was made up and we went to the people 
upon it ..•. And we beat you upon the p~aineBt and most palpable 
issue that ever was presented to the AmerIcan people, and one that 
they understood the best. There is no mistakin~ it; and now w?en 
we come to the capitol, I tell you that our PreSIdent and our VIce-
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President must be inaugurated and administer the' government as all 
their predecessors have done. Sir, it would, be humiliating and dis
honorable to us if we were to listen to a compromise (only) by 
which he who has the verdict of the people in his pocket should make 
his way to the Presidential chair. When it comes to that you have 
no government. . . . If a State secedes, although we will not make 
war upon her, we cannot recognize her right to be out of the Union, 
and she is' not out until she gains the consent of the Union itself; 
and the chief magistrate of the nation, be he who he may, will 
find under the Constitution of the United States that it is his sworn 
duty to execute the law in every part and parcel of this Govern
ment; that he cannot be released from that obligation .... There
fore, it will be incumbent on the chief magistrate to proceed to 
,collect the revenue of ships entering their ports precisely in the 
sam(l way and to the same extent that he does now in every other 
State of the Union .... What must she doT If she is contented 
to live in this unequivocal state, all would be well perbaps, but she 
could not live there. No people in the world could live in that 
condition. What will they do? 'fhey must take the initiative and 
declare war upon the United States; and the moment that they levy 
war, force must be met by force; and they must, therefore, hew out 
their independence by violence and war. There is no other ~ay 
under the Constitution, that I know of whereby a chief magistrate 
of any politics could be released from this duty: If, this State, 
though seceding, should declare war' against the United States, I 
do not suppose there is -a. lawyer ,in this body but what would say 
that the act of levying war is treason against the United States. 
That is where it results. We might just as well look the matter 
right in the face. . . . 

I say, sir, I stand by the Union of these States. Washington and 
his compatriots fought for that good, old 'flag. It shall never b,e 
hauled down, but shall be the glory of the' Government to which I 
belong, as long as my life shall continue. . . . It was my protector 
in infancy, and the pride and glory of my riper years; and although 
it may be assailed by traitors on every side, by the grace of God, 
under its shadow I will die. 

Nicolay and Hay, Arbaham Linculn: A Ili8tory (New York, 1890), 
Ch. II, pp. 412·414. '. 

These last words of John Brown show exactly how radi
cal the antislavery movement had become: 

I have, may it please the Court, a few words to say. 
In the first place, I deny everything but what I have all along 

admitted-the design on my part to free the slaves. I ' intended 
certainly to have made a clear thing of that matter; as I did last 
winter, when I went into Missouri, and there took slaves without 
the snapping of a' gun on either side, moved them through the 
country, and finally left them in Canada. I designed to have done 
the same thing again, on a larger scale. That was all I intended. 
[ never did intend murder, or treason, or the destruction of property, 
or to excite or incite slaves to rebelIion, or to make insurrection. 
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I haft another objed;ion: and that is, it ia unjust that I should 
nffer such a penalty. Had I interfered in the manner which I 
admit, and which I admit haa been fairly proved,-for (I admire the 
truthfulnesa and candor of the greater portion of the witnesses who 
have testified in this easel-had I so interfered in behalf of the 
rich, the poWl!rful, the intelligent, the ao-ealled great, or in behalf 
of any of their friends, either father, mother, sister, brother, or wife, 
or childnm, or any of that cla88, and suffered and sacrificed what I 
have in thia interference, it would have been all right, and every 
man in this Court would have deemed it an aet worthy of reward 
rather than punishment. 

This Court acknowled~, aa I suppose, the validity of the Law of 
God. I see a book kissed here which I suppose to be the Bible, or at 
least, the New Testament. That teaches me that all things what· 
_'-er I would that men should do unto me I should do even so to 
them. It teaches me further, to "remember them that are in bonds 
&8 bound with them." I endeavored to aet up to that instruction. 
I say, I am yet too young to understand that God is any respecter 
of person&. I believe that to have interfered as I have done, in behalf 
of His despised poor, was Dot wrong, hut right. Now, if it is 
deemed DeeeB88ry that I should forfeit my life for the furtheraDce 
of the ends of justice. and mingle my blood further with the hlood 
of my children, and with the blood of millions in this slave country 
wh~ rights are disregarded by wicked, cruel, and unjust enact· 
ment.-I Bubmit; so let it be done. 

Let me 88y one word further: 
I feel entirely satisfied with the treatment I have received on my 

trial. Considering the cireumBtsnceB, it has been more generous 
than I expected. But I feel DO ronseiousne88 of guilt. I have Btsted 
from the first what was my intention and .... hat was DOt. I never 
had any design against the life of any person, nor any disposition 
to eommit treason, or excite slaves to rebel, or make any general 
insurrection. I De,-er encouraged any man to do so, hut always dis· 
couraged any idea of that kind. 

Let me aay, also, a word in regard to the Btstements made hy 
80me of those ronneeted with me. I hear it has been stated by some 
of them that I have induced them to join me. But the eontrary is 
true. I do not say this to injure them, but as regretting their weak· 
D_ There is not one of them but joiDed me of his own aeoord, and 
~e greater part at their own expense. A number of them I Dever 
saw, and never had a word or roDversation with, till the day they 
eame to me, and that waa for the purpose I have Btsted. 

Now I have done. 
James Redpath, Tile Public Life of Copt. Joll .. BrotCrt (Boston, 

1880 ), pp. 3-lO-3-lZ. 

The Ad to Establioili a Bureau for the Relief of Freed
men and Refugees was: 

Be it _ted . •. That there is hereby established in ~he War 
Department, to eontinue during the present war of rebellioD, and 
for one year thereafter, a bureau of I-efugees, freedmen, and aban-
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doned lands, to which shall be committed, as hereinafter provided, 
the supervisio~ and management of all abandoned lands, and the 
control of all subjects relating to refugees and freedmen from rebel 
~tates, or fro~ any district of country within the territory embraced 
In the operations of the army, under such rules and regulations as 
may be prescribed by the head of the bureau and approved by the 
President. The said bureau shall be under the management and 
control of a commissioner to be appointed by the President, by and 
with the advice and consent of the Senate, ... And the commis
sioner and all persons appointed under this act, shall, before enter
ing upon their duties, take oath of office prescribed in ... (the 
act of July 2, ]862) .... 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of War 
may direct such issucs of provisions, clothing, and fuel, as he may 
deem needful for the immediate and temporary shelter and supply 
of destitute and suffering refugees and freedmen and their wives 
and children, under such rules and regulations as he may direct. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the President may, by and 
with the advice and consent of the Senate, appoint an assistant com
missioner for each of the states declared to be in insurrection, not 
exceeding ten in number, who shall, under the direction of the com
missioner, aid in the execution of the provisions of this act. . ... 
And any military officer may be detailed and assigned to duty under 
this act without increase of payor allowances. The commission 
shall, before the commencement of each regular session of Congress, 
make full report of his proceedings with exhibits of the state of his 
accounts to the President, who shall communicate the same to 
Congress, and shall also make special reports whenever required to 
do so by the President or either house of congress; and the assistant 
commissioners shall make quarterly reports of their proceedings to 
the commissioner, and also such other special reports as from time 
to time may be required. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the· commissioner, under 
the direction of the President, shall have authority to set apart, 
for the use of loyal refugees and freedmen, such tracts of land within 
the insurrectionary states as shall have been abandoned, or to which 
the United States shall- have acquired title by confiscation or sale, 
or otherwise, and to every male citizen, whether refugee or freedman, 
as aforesaid, there shall be assigned not more than forty acres of 
such land, and the person to whom it was so assigned shall be pro
tected in the use and enjoyment of the land for the term of three 
years at an annual rent not exceeding six per centum upon the value 
of such land, as it was appraised by the state authorities in the year 
eighteen hundred and sixty, for the purpose of taxation, and in case 
no such appraisal can be found, then tbe rental shall be based upon 
the estimated ,-alue of the land in said year, to be ascertained in 
such manner as the commissioner may by regulation _ prescribe. At 
the end of said term, or at any time during said term, the occu
pants of any parcels so assigned may purchase the land and receive 
such title thereto as the United States can convey, upon paying 
therefor the value of the land, as ascertained and fixed for the pur
pose of determining the annual rent aforesaid. 
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Sec. 5. And be it further IlftIJCted, That all acts and parts of acts 

inconsistent with the provisions of this act, are hereby repealed. 
Approved, March 3, 1865. 
Ted in U. S. Statute. at Lorge, XIII, 507·509. For the pro

ceedings see the House and Setlate Journal8, 38th Congress, 1st and 
2d Sese., and the Cong. Globe. On the work of the bureau see Smate 
Ezec. Doc. 28, 38th Cong., 2d Se88.; House EIlICc. Docs. 11, 70, and 
120, 39th Cong., 1st Sess.; House EIlICc. Doc. 7, 39th Cong., 2d Sess.; 
House Report 3D, 40th Cong., 2d Sess.; House Ezee. Doc. 329, ibid.; 
House EllICe. Doc. 142, 41st Cong., 2d Sess.; House Misc. Dec. 87, 42d 
Cong., 3d Sess.; House Ezee. Doc. 100, 43d Cong., 1st Sess.; House 
EIIJeC. Doc. 144, 44th Cong., 1st Sess. On the condition of Freedmen 
see Hmate Ezee. Doc. 53, and Senate Report 25, 38th Cong., 1st 
Sese.; House EllICe. Doc. 118, 39th Cong., 1st Sess. Southern ·State 
legislation respecting freedmen is summarized in McPherson, Rec __ 
.tructioft, 29-44. See also Cox, Three Decade8, chap. 25. 

It may be interesting to note Abraham Lincoln's pro
phetic protest against lynch law uttered in 1830. He said: 

IJi the great journal of things happening under the sun, we, the 
American people, find our account running under date of the nine· 
teE'nth eentury of the Christian era. We find ourselves in the peace· 
ful poBBession of the fairest portion of the earth as regards extent 
of territory, fertility of soil, and salubrity of climate. We find 
ourselves under the government of a system of political institutions 
conducing more essentially to the ends of civil and religious liberty 
than any of which the history of former times tells us. We, when 
mounting the stage of existenee, found ourselves the legal inheritors 
of these fundamental blessings. We toiled not in the acquirement or 
establishment of them; they are a legacy bequeathed us by a once 
hanly, brave, and patriotic, but now lamented and departed, race of 
aneestorL .•• 

At what point then is the approach of danger to be expected t I 
answer, if it ever reach us it must spring up amongst us; it cannot 
come from abroad. If destruction be our lot we must ourselves be 
its author. We must live through all time or die by suicide. 

I hope I am over wary; but if I am not, there is even now some· 
thing of ill omen amongst UL I mean the increasing disregard for 
law which pervades the country-the growing disposition to substi· 
tute the wad and furious passions in lieu of the sober judgment of 
courts, and the worse than savage mobs for the executive ministers 
ofJ·ustice. This disposition is awfully fearful in any community; 
an that it now exists in ours, though grating to our feelings to 
admit, it would be a violation of truth and an insult to our intel· 
ligence to deny. • . . 

Turn then to that horror-striking seene at St. Louis. A sing!e 
victim only was sacrificed there. This story is very short, and IS 

perhapa the moat highly tragic of anything of its length that has 
ever heen witneBBed in real life. A mulatto man by the name of 
McIntosh WlUI seized in the street, dragged to the suburbs o~ t~e 
city, ("hained to a tree, and actually burned to death; and all WlthlD 
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a single hour from the time he had been a freeman attending to his 
own business and at peace with the world. 

Such are the effects of mob law, and such are the scenes becoming 
more and more frequcnt in this land so lately famed for love of law 
and order, and the stories of which have even now grown too familiar 
to attract anything more than an idle remark. 

But you are perhaps ready to ask, "What has this to do with the 
perpetuation of our political institutions 1" I answer, "It has much 
to do with it." Its direct consequences are, comparatively speaking, 
but a small evil, and much of its danger consists in the proneness 

. of our minds to regard its direct as its only consequences. . . . But 
the example in either case was feaIi'ul. When men take it in their 
heads to-day to hang gamblers or burn murderers, they should 
recollect that in the confusion usually attending such transactions 
they will be as likely to hang or burn some one who is 'neither a 
gambler nor a. murderer as one who is, and that, acting upon the 
example they set, the mob of to-morrow may, and probably will, hang 
or burn some of them by the very same mistake. And not only so; 
the innocent, those who have ever set their faces against violations 
of law in every shape, alike with the guilty fall victims to the 
ravages of mob law; and thus it goes on, step by step, till all the 
walls erected for the defense of the persons and property of indi
viduals are trodden down and disregarded. But all this, evell,. is not 
the full extent of the evil. By such examples, by instances of the 
perpetrators of such acts going unpunished, the lawless in spirit are· 
encouraged to become lawless in practice; and having been used to no 
restraint but dread of punishment, they thus become absolutely 
unrestrained .... Thus, then, by the operation of this mobocrat 
spirit wh.ich all must admit is now abroad in. the land, the strongest 
bulwark of any government, and particularly of those constituted. 
like ours, may effectually be broken down and destroyed-I mean the 
attachment of the people. Whenever this effect shall be produced. 
among us; whenever the vicious portion of (our) population shall 
be permitted to gather in bands of hundreds and thousands, and burn 
churches, ravage and rob provision stores, throw printing presses 
into rivers, shoot editors, and· hang. and bum obnoxious persons at 
pleasure and with impunity, depend upon it, this government cannot 

. last. By such things' the feelings of the best citi.zens will become 
more or. less alienated from it, and under such circumstances, men 
of sufficient talent and ambition will not be wanting to seize the 
opportunity, strike the blow, and overturn that fair fabric which for 
the last half century has been the fondest hope of the lovers of free
dom throughout the world ..•. 

The question recurs, "How shall we fortify. against it!" The 
answer is simple. Let every American, every lover of liberty, every 
well-wisher to his posterity swear by the blood of the Revolution 
never to violate in the least ~articul!! r the J!!WB of the countrz, 
.lJllLp.ever to tolerate their viQ!l!#On by others.. As the patnots of 
seventy-sIx did to. the support orthe Declaration of Independence,. 
so to the support of the Constitution and laws let every American 
pledge his life, his property, and his sacred honor--Iet every. mll,ll. 
remember that to violate the law is to trample on the blood of his· 
father, anI!. to tear the charter of his oWl). and his children's liberty. 
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(
Let reverence for the laws be breathed by every American mother to 
the lisping babe that prattles on her lap; let it be taught in schools, 
in seminaries, and in colleges; let it be wri tten in primers, spelling-

J 
books, and in almanacs; let it be preached from the pulpit, pro
claimed in legislative halls, and enforced in courts of justice. And, 
in short, let it become the political religion of the nation; and let> 

(

tbe old and the young, the rich and the poor, the grave and the gay 
of all sexes and tongues Rnd colors and conditions, sacrifice un-
ceasingly upon its altars. While ever a state of feeling such as this 
shall universally or even very generally prevail throughout the 
nation, vain will be every effort, and fruitless every attempt, to 
subvert our national freedom. 

A. Lincoln, Early 8peeche. (N. Y., 1907), 14-21 p/J8Bim. 
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Dunbar, Paul Laurence, a poet, 
469-471 

Duncan, William, 272 
Dupont, P. S., aid of, to Negro 

rural schools, 563-564 
Duprey, Louis, lin antislavery 

man, 203 
Durham, Plato T., 550 
Dutch West India Company, 64 
Dyer, L. C., 550, 551 

Early, of Georgia, the effort of 
in favor of the slave trade' 
173-174 • 

Eboes, 70 
Economic condition of the freed
_ men, 425-427; remedies for. 

proposed, 428 
Economic problem of the Negro 
aft~r the migration, 539; with 
respect to sla ... ery after the re
action, 241-242 

Edenton, disturbance at, 178 
Education, African, 26 
Educatiop of Negroes in the 

Eight.eenth Century, 104-107; 
prohibition of, in the South, 
228; of slaves, 229, 230; trial 
of, in solving the Negro prob-
lem, 431 ' 

Educational advantages of Ne
gro reconstruction officehold
ers, 405-407 

Egypt, 45, 46 
Ellicott, George, the friend of 

Benjamin Banneker, 137 
Elliott, Robert B., a member of 

Congress, 405; education of, 
406 

Ellis, William, a Negro surgeon, 
374 

Ellsworth, Oliver, attitude of, to
ward slavery, 163 

Emancipation by enlistment dur
ing the Revolutionary War, 
124, 125; by statute, 128-129, 
199; the check of, 170-174; 
proclamation of, by Fremont 
during the Civil War, 368; 
the Dame by Hunter, 369 

Emancipation Proclamation, the, 
the issuance of, 371; the con
stitutional aspect of, 378 

Emlen Institute, 260 
Encomium, The, freedom of 

slaves of, 345 
Enfranchisement of Negroes, the 

question of, 411 
Enlightenment of slaves, 228 
En.t~e, The, the freedom of 

the slaves of, 345 
Environment. the effect of, 12 
Equality before the law advo

cated by Sumner, 578-579 
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Estevanieo, exploration of, 69-

60 
Ethiopia, the rise of, 45, 46 
Evans, Henry, a preacher, 155-

156 . 
Exceptional slaves, 105-109 
Exodus of 1879, the, 428-430 
Explorers, Negroes with, 58-60 

Fairbank, Calvin, the imprison-
ment of, 325 

Faulkner, R. P., 492 
Fauset, Jessie R.., a writer, 472 
Featherstonaugh, eommebt of, on 

the internal slave trade, 216-
217 

Fee, John G., an abolitionist, the 
founder of Berea College, 319 

Ferdinand, King, and the slave 
trade, 62 

Fessenden, W. P., reconstruction 
ideas of, 393 

Fifteenth Amendment, 398, 419 
Fighter, the Negro as a, 530 
Finding a way of escape, 425-445 
Finley, Robert, a promoter of 

colonization, 285 
First Regiment Infantry Corps 

d' Afrique, 373 
First Regiment of Louisiana 

Heavy Artillery, 373 
First Regiment of Louisiana Na
; tive Guards, 373 
Florida, the purchase of, 214; 

peonage in, 435 
Follen, Eliza Lee, an abolition 

poet, 310 
Force, the use of, to check the 

exodul of Negroee, 429 
Forten, James, an inventor, 230; 

a successful business man, 273; 
opposition of, to colonization, 
291 

Fortress Monroe, fugitive slaves 
at, 366 

Foss, Andrew T., an abolitionist, 
313-314 

Foster, Abby Kelly, an antislav
ery lecturer, 312, 313 

Foster, Stephen, an abolitionist, 
312-313 

Fothergill, interest of, in colo
nization, 133 

Fourteenth Amendment, 397-398 
Francis, Henry, a teacher and 

minister, 131 
Franklin, Benjamin, interest of, 

in emancipation, 132 
Fraternal orl!'anizations, 459 
Fraud, 421-422 
Fray, Marcos de Niza, Estevan

ico with, 60 
Free Negroes,' 243-278; owners 

of slaves, 246-247; relations 
with slaves, 252-253; a dis
turbing factor, 253-254; op
position of, to colonization, 
288-292 

Freedmen among the Latins, 75; 
in Guatemala, 75-76; mal
treatment of, in the South, 394 

Freedmen's Bureau, the, 398, 400 
Fremont, John C., the emancipa

tory order of, 368-369 
French and Indian War, social 

forces following, 117 
French generals, the praise of, 

for Negro soldiers, 526 
French traders of the Senegal, 64 
FrisseIl, H. B., 500 
Fugitive Slave Law, the effect of, 

262, 265, 343, 344 
Fugitives, among Indians, 187-

198; among the British, 122-. 
123, 201-202; in the United 
States, 233-235; reactionary 
measures dealing with, 350; 
in the army camps, 365-366; 
Lincoln's policy with respect 
to, 367; sent North, 366 

Fuller, Meta V. W., a. sculptor, 
467 

Gaboons, 70 
Gabriel's Insurrection, 177-178, 

281 
Gag rule, the adoption of, 334-

335 
Gage, Sir Thomas, quotatio: 

from, concerning the Blac' 
Corsair, 76 
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Gambia, the megaliths of, 40· 

English traders in, 64; Ne: 
groes from; 70 

Gardiner, A. W., 491 
Garnett, Henry H., an editor, 

270; a churchman and educa
tor, 275 

Garrett, Thomas, an abolitionist, 
310 

Garrison, William Lloyd, sup
posed connection with Nat 
Turner, 184, 307; in Negro 
convention, 272; on coloniza
tion, 289; the antislavery ef
forts of, 306-309; humiliation 
and imprisonment of, 328-329; 
comment of, on the Constitu
tion, 331; reward offered for, 
340, 342; extracts from The 
Liberator of, 570-571 

Garvey, Marcus, 554 
Gaston, William, an antislavery 

man in North Carolina, 205 
Gay, Sydney Howard, an aboli

tionist, 310 
General Education Board, 506, 

561-562 
George, David, 281 
George, James, an intelligent 

slave of, 109 
George III and the slave trade, 

120 
Georgia, uprising of slaves in, 

92; peonage in, 435 
Germans, competition of, with 

Negro laborers, 207;208 
Gerry, Elbridge, attitude of, to

ward slavery, 163 
Ghana, the kingdom of, 47 
Gibbs, M. W., honorable record 

of, 408 
Giddings, Joshua R., an antislav

ery congressman, 330, 337 ; 
resolutions of, on the mutiny 
of the Creole slaves, 348-349; 
the censure of, 349; the res
ignation of, 349;. the return of, 
to Congress, 349; remarks of, 
on slavery, ~618, rI~ 

Gilpin, Charles S., 560 
Gloucester, John, 156 

Godkin, E. L., comment of, on 
the internal slave trade, 218-
219 

Gold Coast, slave trade on, 54-
56, 64, 66, 67, 68, 69, 70 

Gomez, Sebastian, 136 
Goodell, William, report of, on 

miscegenation, 232; an aboli
tionist, 314 

Goodloe, Daniel R., position of 
with reference to teaching Ne
groes, 207; a southern aboli
tionist, 319-320 

Goodrich, William, a business 
man, 255 

Goodwyn, Morgan, appeal of, in 
behalf of slaves, 102 

Gordon, Robert, a successful Ne
gro coal-dealer in Cincinnati, 
261 

Gordon, William, interest of, in 
freedom, 99 

Gorsuch, the, killing of, 262 
Goybet, General, praise of, for 

Negro soldiers, 526 
Grant, U. S., attitude of, toward 

fugitive slaves, 364-365; the 
use of Negroes in the army by, 
370; report of, on the South, 
394-395 

Greeks and the Negro, 14-15 
Green, Augustus R., an advocate 

of colonization, 296 
Green, Beriah, 275 
Green, Samuel; imprisonment of, 

324 
Greene, Anna, a white woman es

caping with a Negro man, 110 
Greene, Colonel, defended by Ne

gro soldiers, 126 
Greene, General, interest of, in 

the enlistment and freedom of 
the Negroes, 124; Negro sol
diers under, during the Rev
olutionary War, 126 

Greener, R. T., a reconstruction 
officeholder, the education of, 
407, 430 

Greenleaf, Professor, 303 
Greer, Allan J., an officer ar

rayed against Negroes, letter 
of, to Senator McKellar, 526 

Grew, Mary, 314 
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Grimke, A. H., a protagonist in 
the struggle for social justice, 
443 

Grimke sisters, abolitionists, 314 
Guatemala, a Negro freedman in, 

75; maroons in, 75-76 
Guinea Coast, slave trade on, 64 
Gurley, R. R, 302 

Haiti, insurrection 
refugees from, 167; 
298; condition of, 
sion to, 491 

in, 167; 
exodus to, 
491; mis-

Hale, John P., an antislavery 
senator, 330 

Hale, Joseph, slave of, ahle to 
read and write, 106 

Hall, Basil, comment of, on the 
internal slave trade, 217 

Hall, Prince, 143-144 
Hall v. De Ouir, 419 
Halleck, General, attitude of, to

ward Negro fugitives, 364 
Hamburg massacre, 415-416 
Hamilton, Alexander, interest of, 

in the freedom of the Negro, 
124 

Hamilton, Thomas, 270 
Hamlet, the fugitive, arrested, 

263 
Hammon, Jupiter, a writer of 

verse, 469 
• Hammond, Mrs. L., H., 500, 550 

Hampton, fugitive slaves in, 366 
Hampton Institute, the progress 

of, 455 
Hancock, John, opposition of, to 

the enlistment of Negro 
troops, 121 

Haralson, Jere, a member of Con
gress, 403, 406 

Hardships of Negroes in the 
North, 249 

Harlan, Robert, a successful Ne
gro in Ohio, 260 

Harper, Chancellor, position of, 
on the teaching of Negroes, 
206-207 

Harper, Frances E. W., a writer 
of verse, 469 

Harper, William A., a painter, 
467 

Harris, Dr., opinion of, as to the 
valor of Negro soldiers in the 
American Revolution, 126 

Harrison, Hazel, 560 
Hartford, Connecticut, secession 

convention at, 242; coloniza
tion in, 291 

Hausa, the state of, 48 
Hawkins, Sir John, exploits of, 

56,58 
Hawkins, John R, 459 
Hawkins, William, 56 
Hayes, R B., the withdrawal of 

the Federal troops by, 416, 418 
Hayes, Roland, 560 
Hayne, Robert Y., 184 
Haynes, George Eo, head of the 

Bureau of Negro Economics in 
the Department of Labor, 521, 
550 

Haynes, Lemuel, a patriot and 
preacher of the American Rev
olution, 157-158 

Hayward, Colonel, a commander 
of Negro troops, 523 

Helper, H. H., 355 
Henry, Patrick, an advocate of 

freedom, 120 
Henson, Josiah, comment of, on 

the internal slave trade, 217-
218; a promoter of the Under
ground Railroad, 235, 264, 278 

Hermo8a, The, freedom of the 
slaves of, 345 

Higginson, T. W., a leader of Ne
gro troops, 375 

Higher pursuits, slaves in, 109 
Hill, of Chillicothe, a successful 

Negro, 259 
Hill, L. P., a writer, 472 
Hillsboro, Negro insurrection at, 

178 
Hilyer, A. F., an inventor, 462 
Hispaniola, slave traders, 56 
Hodges, Willis A., 270 
Hoffman, Frederick L., interest 

of, in the study of the Negro, 
547 

Hollie, Sallie, an abolitionist, 314 
Holly, J. T., 274, 297-298 
Holsey, Bishop L. H .. 410 
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Homes of Negroes, in Africa, 38; 

improvements in the United 
States, 454 

Hooter, H. E., an inventor, 464 
Hopkins, .samuel, interest of, in 

freedom, 99 
Hottentots, the, 18-19 
House, Grace Bigelow, 500 
Hovey, Charles F., an abolition 

merchant, 310 
Howard, O. 0., head of the Freed

men's Bureau, founder of 
Howard University, 400, 455 

Howar<l University, the estab
lishment of, 400; aid to, 562 

Howells, W. D., a friend of Dun-
bar, 470 

Hubbard, George W., 500 
Hughes, Langston, 560 . 
Humphries, Solomon, a wealthy 

Negro, 248 . 
Hunter, Alexander, the purchase 

of ·a slave by, 247 
Hunter, Major General, the 

.emancipatory order of, 369-
370; Negroes armed by, 372 

Hunton, William A., first Negro 
International Young Men's 
Christian Association Secre
tary, 453 

Hurst, Bishop John, 487 
Hyman, John A., a member of 

Congress, 403 

Imes, Elmer E., 560 
Impending Orisis, The, 355-356 
"In the Court of the Gentiles," 

474-493 
Independent efforts, 141-160 
Indianapolis, segregation tend-

encies in, 538 
Indians, Negroes among, 187-198 
Industrial arts, 38-39 
Industrial revolution and the re

action, 170-172 
Industrial Schools, Negro, the 

progress of, 456· 
Industrialism in the South, 355 
Inferiority of races, question of, 

544-545 
Institutions of Africa, 22-36 

Institutions of learning founded, 
431-432 

Insult to Negro army officers, 
522-525 

Insurance companies controlled 
by Negroes, 459-460 

Insurrection of the Negroes dur
ing the early period, 78-79,. 
90-93;. in the United States, 
177-185 

Interbreeding, 252 
Interests differing, of the sec

tions, 237-238 
Internal improvements, the ques

tion of 242 
Internal slave trade, 220-222 
International entanglements, 345-

349 
Interracial movement, 499-502 
Interstate slave trade, the reg-

ulation of, 221 . 
Intimidation of Negroes in the 

South, 393-397 
Inventions of Negroes, 230, 231; 

the difficulties of, 466 
Investigators, biased, 544-545 
Irish Nell, marriage of, to a Ne

gro slave, 111 
Irish in the North, competition 

of, with Negro laborers, 207-
208 

I rrepre8sible Oonflict, The, of 
William H. Seward, 353 

Isabella, Queen, attitude of, to
ward slavery, 62 

Jackson, Andrew, address of, to 
Negro soldiers, 200-202 

Jackson, Benjamin F., an inven
tor, 464 

Jackson, Francis, an abolitionist, 
310 

. Jackson, May Howard, 8. sculp
tor, 467 

Jacobs, Governor R. T., pardon 
of Fairbanks by, 326 

Jamaica, Francis Williams, the 
scholar, in, 77; agents from, 
in quest of Negro immigrants, 
294-295 

James, David, an illegitimate 
mulatto bound out, 113 
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Jameson, J. F., interest of, in 
the study of the Negro, 547 

Jay, William, the enemy of colo
nization, 207; thought of, on 
miscegenation, 324; opinion of, 
as to the Constitution, 331 

Jefferson, Thomas, an opponent 
of slavery, 120; correspondence 
of, with Banneker, 137; meso 
sage to Congress concerning, 
172·173; his fear of the evil, 
206; interest of, in coloniza
tion, 283 

Jenkins, David, a successful Ne-
gro in Ohio, 259 

Jenne, the state of, 47 
Jennings, Thomas L., 272 
Jerry, the fugitive. arrested in 

Syracuse, 263 
Jocelyn, S. S., ·272 
Johnson, a hero of the World 

War, 530 
Johnson, Andrew, acceptance of 

Lincoln's reconstruction plan 
by, 392 

Johnson, C. S., 550 
Johnson, Elijah, 301 
Johnson, General, the attitude 

of, toward fugitive slaves, 364 
Johnson, Georgia Douglas, a 

poet, 472 
Johnson, H. R. W., 492 
Johnson, James Weldon, a writer, 

550-551 
Johnson,· Mrs. Luke, 550 
Johnson, Oliver, an abolitionist, 

314 
Johnson, William H., an inven

tor, 464 
Johnston, Sir Harry H., 492 
Jones, C. C., interest of, in the 

instruction of Negroes, 207 
Jones, E. K., 550 
Jones, M. Ashby, 550 
Jones, Thomas Jesse, 503-505 
Judson, Andrew T., the decision 

of, in the AmiBtad CaBe, 346 
Just, E. E., 560 

Kansas-Nebraska question, 351, 
359 

Kansas Colored Volunteers, 373 

Kebby, Lahmen, 175 
Keith, George, interest of, in the 

instruction of Negroes, 97; in 
colonization, 280 

Kemble, Frances, an antislavery 
writer, 322 

Kench, Thomas, interest of, in 
the enlistment of Negroes, 125 

Key, Francis Scott, a promoter 
of colonization, 285 

King, C. D. B., 493 
Koch, Bernard, the agent of the 

colonizationists of the Civil 
War period, 367-368; governor 
of the Vache colony, 367 

Kreamer, Henry, an inventor, 
464 

Ku Klux Klan, the operations 
of, 413-415, 435; recrudescence 
of, 531, 547 

Labor a factor in the Negro sit
uation, 512, 514 

Lafayette, Marquis de, opinion 
of as to the valor of Negro 
soldiers, 126 

Lafon, Thomy, wealthy Negro, 
248 

Lago, William, the indictment 
of, in Kentucky, 340 

Lambert, William, a coloniza
tionist, 296 

L'AmiBtad, the freedom of the 
slaves of, 346 

Lane, Lunsford, an antislavery 
lecturer, 313 

Lane Theological Seminary, anti
slavery, 320 

Langston, J. M., a member of 
Congress, 403; the education 
of, 406; on the exodus, 430 

Last words of John Brown, 589-
590 

Latimer Caee, the, 343 
Latins, the enlightenment of 

slaves among. 62 
Latrobe, J. H. B., a factor in 

colonization, 287 
Laura Spelman-Rockefeller Me· 

morial, 564 
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Laurens, Henry, the proposal of, 

for enlisting and freeing Ne
groes, 124-125 

Law, Josiah, interest of, in the 
instruction of Negroes, 207 

Lawrence, Samuel, rescue of, by 
Negroes, 121 

Lay, Benjamin, attack of, on 
slavery, 97-98 

Leavitt, Joshua, an abolitionist, 
308 

Lecky's opinion of the valor of 
Negro soldiers mentioned, 128 

Lecturers, antislavery, 312-318 
Lee, Joseph, an inventor, 464 
Lee, J_ R. Eo, 550 
Le Jeune, Paul, a missionary, 

102 
Leonard, James, an intelligent 

slave of, 109 • 
Le Petit, a missionary, 102 
Lewis, Edmonia, the artist, 274 
Lewis, Julian Ho, 560 
Lewis, William Ho, 494 
Liberator, The, the influence of, 

307 -308; beginnings of the, 
570-571 

Liberia, tbe exodus of Negroes 
to, 287, 293, 298, 299-305; the 
situation of, 491-492 

Liele, George, a pioneer preacber, 
131 

Lincoln, Abrabam, the slavery 
issue by, 351-353; interest of 
in compensated emancipation, 
361; policy of, in dealing with 
fugitive slaves, interest of, in 
freedmen, 367-368, 379-381, 
392; emancipation by, 371; 
powers of, 377; plan of, for 
reconstruction, 390-391; com
ment of, on lynohing, 591-593 

Long, Jefferson Fo, a member of 
Congress, 403 

Longfellow, Ho Wo, antislavery 
writings of, 322 

Louisiana, slaves in, 86-87; re-
construction of, 392 . 

Louisiana Purchase, the, and ° 

slavery, 170 
Louverture, Toussaint, leader of 

the insurrection in Haiti, 167-
169 . 

Lovejoy, Elijah Po, the murder 
of, 330 

Lowden, Fred Jo, an inventor, 
464 

Lowell, Jo R., the antislavery 
writings of, 322 

Loyalty of Negroes, 518, 519, 521 
Lundy, Benjamin, an abolition

ist, 319; a gradual emancipa
tionist, 272; a colonizationist, 
319 

Lynch, John Ro, a member of 
Congress, 403; the education 
of, 406 

Lynching, remarks of Lincoln 
on, 591-593 

Macaulay, Zachary, interest of 
in the Negro, 133 

McCook, General, attitude of, to
ward the fugitive slaves, 364 

McCoy, Elijah Jo, an inventor, 
465-466 

McCrummell, James, the opposi
tion to colonization, 291 

McHenry, James, a friend of 
Benjamin Banneker, 137 

McKay, Claude, 560 
McKellar, Senator Ko Do, the let

ter of Allan Jo Greer to, 526 
McKim, an agent of· the Under

ground Railroad, 314 
Madison, James, suggestion as to 

emancipation, 124; the com
plaint of the sister of, as to 
miscegenation, 231-232 

Madison, Wo Go, an inventor, 464 
Mahan, Asa, an antislavery stu

dent at Lane Seminary, one of 
the founders of Oberlin Col
lege, 320 

Mahan, Joseph Po, 340 
Mail, the use of, in reaching Ne

groes, 342 
Major, John, the murder of, by 

slaves, 91 
Malone, Mrso Ao Eo, 461 
Mansfield, Lord, the Somerset 

decision of, 101 
March, Charles, a colonizationist, 

285 
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Marcy, Governor, attitude of, to
w&rd the fugitive, 340 

Maroons, the; elsewhere, 78-79 
in Guatem&la, 75-76 

Marriage, in Africa, 27-28; 
among Negr0e'8 in the United 
States, 115-116 

Martin, Asa, estimate of the ex
tent of the internal slave trade 
by, 219 

Martin, Samuel, a Negro slave
holder, 247 

Martineau, Harriet, a case of 
miscegenation observed by, 232 

Maryland, miscegenation in, Ill; 
free Negroes sold in, 250 

Maryville College, antislavery, 
319 

Mason, George, an advocate of 
freedom, 120 

Milsons, Negroes as, 143-144 
Massachusetts, Negroes of, leave 

for Canada, 262 
Massacres of Negroes, 415, 515 
Matilda, the question as to the 

freedom of, 343 
Matthews, W. D., a Negro officer, 

374 
Matzeliger, Jan E., a noted Ne

gro inventor, results from 
patent of, 461-462 

May, Samuel, Jr., an abolition
ist, 310 

'May, Samuel J., an abolitionist, 
310, 311 

May, Thomas, an intelligent 
slave of, 106 

Meade, Bishop William, 207 
Mechanics, Negro, 108, 248 
Mediterranean world, Negroes in, 

43,44,45 
Meharry Medical School, aid to, 

562 
Melle, the kingdom of, 47 
Memphis, fugitive slaves in, 366 
Menendez, exploits of, 58 
Menial service of Negroes in the 

North, 439 
Mental capacity of Negroes, 134-

140 
Mercer County, Ohio, the Ne

groes in, 260 

Mercer, Charles Fenton, interest 
of, in colonization, 285 

Merrick, John, a business man, 
459 

Metal workers in Africa, 39-40 
Methodists, opposition of, to 

slavery, 118-119 
Metoyer, Marie, a Negro slave

holder, 248 
Mexico, the organization of ter

ritory acquired from, 350; Ne
gro colonists in, 434 

Mifflin, Ann, interest of, in colo
nization, 283-284 

Migration of the Negroes to the 
North, 438-439; causes of, 514-
517 

Mild attack on slavery, 95 
Military districts in the South, 

401 
Miller, Kelly, an educator, 432, 

469, 556 
Miller, Matthew, opinion of, as 

to Negro troops, 376 
Miller, Thomas E., a member of 

Congress, 405 
MiJIs, Elijah J., a promoter of 

colonization, 285, 300 
Mills, Samuel J., a colonization

ist, 285 
Miner, Myrtilla, the work of, 265 
Minor, Patrick, a Negro offi

cer, 374 
Miscegenation of the whites and 

blacks, 110-115, 231-232; cases 
of, 111, 231, 232 

Mississippi, peonage in, 435 
Missouri Compromise, 179, 206; 

comme'llt on, by J. Q. Adams, 
565·566; remarks of John Ser
geant on, 566-568 

Mobile, Alabama, the Negroes of, 
protected by the Louisiana 
Purchase Treaty, 170 

Mohammed Askia, 49 
Mohammedans in Africa, 49-50, 

54 
Molson, Richard, the escape of 

the slave of, with a white 
woman, 110 

Monroe, President, interest of, in 
colonization, 287 

Montgomery. Benjamin T., an in
ventor, 231 
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Montgomery, Isaiah T., experi

ences of, as a slave, 223; a 
business man, 459 

Moore, William, intelligent slave 
of, 106 

Morgan, John, an antislavery 
student at Lane Seminary, one 
of the founders of Oberlin Col-
lege, 320 . 

Morgan, Senator, interest of, in 
colonization, 434 

Morrell, Junius C., 272 
Morris, Thomas, an antislavery 

congressman, 334 
Moton, R. R., the head of Tuske

gee, 508 
Mott, James, an abolitionist, 314 
Mott, Lucretia; an abolitionist, 

314 
Mound Bayou, the home of a for

mer slave, 223 
Mulber, Luke, a successful Negro 

in Ohio, 259 
Murray, George W., a member of 

Congress, 4(J5; an. inventor, 
464 

Mustees,90 

Nagoes, 69 
Nash, Charles E., a member of 

Congress, 403, 405 
National Association for the Ad

vancement of Colored People, 
the work of the, 487, 550-551 

National Association of Funeral 
Directors, 459 

National Equal Rights League, 
487 _ 

National Negro Bankers' Asso
ciation, 459 

National Negro Retail Merchants' 
Association, 459 

Negro, the, enslaved, 100·115; 
the rights of man and the, 
117-140; status of, reduced, 
225, 231; in the Civil War, 
361-381; in the .World War, 
512-533; the, and social Jus
tice, 534-547 

Negro, Abraham, 194 
Negro contrabands, the record of, 

363-364 

Negro churches, 145-160, 388 
Negro preachers, 145-160, 388 
Negro soldiers enlisted, 121, 123, 

125; opinions as to service of, 
126 

Negro units proposed for the 
American Revolutionary forces, 
121; decision against, 121; 
fear of, 122; armed by Brit
ish, 123 

Negroes as refugees during the 
Civil War, 365·366;. loyal to 
the United States, 518, 519 
521 

Negroes, murder of, 392-394 
Nell, Irish, marriage of, to a 

slave, III 
Nell, William C., a Negro his

torian, 266, 268, 274 
Newberne, Negro insurrection at, 

178 
New England and secession, 358 
New Orleans, Haitian refugees 

in, 167; excitement in, 178, 
184 

New York City, the Negro riots 
in, 93; miscegenation in, 113; 
colonization in, 292; anti
a.bolition movement in, 328 ; 
the fugitive question in; 340 

New York Fifteenth, 523 
Niger, Martin R. Delany in the 

valley of, 297 
Niles, Hezekiah, a promoter of 

colonization, 285 
-Niles, Nathaniel, interest, of, in 

freedom, 99 
Ninety-second Division, of Negro 

soldiers, 523 
Norfolk, Haitian refugees at, 

167; disturbance at, 178 
North, reaction against the Ne

gro in, 207-208; the free Ne
groes in, 249·250; fugitives in, 
263; the migration of Negroes 
to, 429, 517; troubll)s of Ne-
groes in, 515·516 . 

North -Carolina., miscegenation 
in 113; Negro voters in, 130; 
peonage in 435; education in, 
562·563 

Numantia, the Negro, 79-81 
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Oberlin College, the establish· 

ment of, 320 . 
Officera, Negro, the demand for, 

622; discrimination against, 
623; training of, at Des 
Moines, 622; praised by Frenoh. 
526 

Ogden, Robert C., a philanthro· 
pist, 456 

Ogden, Peter, 145 
O'Hara, James E., a member of 

Congress, 403; the education 
of, 406 

Ohio, the question of fugitives 
in, 340; anti·Negro laws of, 
343 

Opposition to slavery, 348·350 
Oppression a cause of migration, 

615 
Ordinance of 1787, the emancipa· 

tory clause of, 162, 239 
Ordingsell, Anthony, the sale of 

a slave by, 247 
Oregon territory, 215 
Osceola, a fighter, 194·198 
Otis, James, an advocate of free· 

dom, 119·120 
Outcast, the free Negro an, 252 
Overton, Anthony, 461 

Paine, L. W., the imprisonment 
of, 325 

Palmares, the Negro Numantia, 
79·81 

Palmyra, riot at, 209 
Pan·African idea, the, 553·556 
Parker, John T., an inventor, 464 
Parrish, C. H., the efforts of, 

609 
Paw Paws, 69·70 
Panon, John D., the attack of, 

on slavery, 203·204 
Payne, Daniel A., a churchman, 

274 
Payne, James S., 304, 491 
Peanon, W. G., 461 
Pelham, Robert A., an inventor, 

462 
Penn, William, the owner of 

alavea, 100 
Pennin,ton, J. W. C., a church

man, 276·277 

Pennsylvania, miscegenation in" 
113; anti·abolition riots in, 
329 

Pennsylvania Society for the 
Abolition of Slavery, memorial 
of, to Congress, action taken 
thereon, 164 

Peonage, 435·437 
Pernambuco and Palmares, 79-

81 
Personal liberty laws, 343 
Petersburg, disturbance at, 178 
Phelps, J. W., the arming of Ne-

groes, undertaken by, 372 
Phelps·Stokes Fund, 503·505 
Philadelphia, miscegenation in, 

no; riot in, 209; progress of 
free Negroes in, 255; segrega
tion tendencies in, 538 

Phillips, Wendell, an antislavery 
orator, 309, 310; attitude of, 
toward the Constitution, 309 

Physicians, Negro, 452 
Pickens, William, an orator, 432 

437, 469 
Pickering, J. L., an inventor, 464 
Pinchback, P. B. S., a reconstruc

tion officeholder, the education 
of, 407; record of, 408 

Pinkney, William, assertion of, 
134 

Pittsburg, riot in, 209; segrega
tion tendencies in, 538 

Plantation system as a result 
from the ind~trial revolution, 
216·242 

Platt, William, a successful free 
Negro, 254 

PleBSY v. Ferguson, 419 
Political institutions in Africa, 

22·36 
Politicians, Negro, leaving the 

South, 437 ·438 
Polk, Bisbop, interest of, in the 

instruction of Negroes, 207 
Polk, James K. 215 
Polygamy, in Africa, 29 
Poore, Salem, exploits of, 121 
Popular sovereignty, 351 
Portsmouth, Ohio, riot at, 208 
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Port Royal, South Carolina, fugi

tive slaves in, 366 
Portugal, slaves in,' 62 
Portuguese slave trade, 55-56, 

61-62 
Post, Louis. F., 423 
Potomac, the bravery of Negroes 

along, 376 
Powell, William, a Negro sur

geon, 374 
Prejudice a factor in the South, 

409; in the army, 528 
Preparation of slaves for eman

cipation, 129 
. Presbyterians, opposition of, to 

slavery, 118-119 
Presley, J., a successful Negro in 

Ohio, 260 
Press, the Negro, 551-553 
Price, J. C., an orator and edu

cator, 432 
Prigg Case, the, 343 
Prince Henry, explorations of, 

56 
Privileges of free Negroes, 250-

251 
Proctor, Walter, 273 
Professions, Negroes in, 449 
Progress of the Negro race, sta-

tistics on, 446-459; of the 
Church, 452 

Promoters of colonization, 279-
288 

Property of Negroes, the worth 
of, 446-447 

Proslavery argument, 9.6-97 
Proslavery victory in the mild 

prohibition of the slave trade, 
174 

Prosser, Gabriel, plot of, 177-178 
Protest, further, 3l.9-331 
Proverbs, African, 50-52 
Punishment of slaves, 225 
Puritans, attitude' of, toward 

slavery, 95 
Pursuits, higher, slaves in, 109 
Purvis, Charles B.,. a Negro sur

geon, 374 
Purvis, Robert, opposition of, to 

colonization, 273, 291 
Purvis, W. B., an inventor, 462 
Pushkin, A. S., 135 

Quakers, attitude of, toward 
slavery, 95, 96-99; memorial 
of, to Congress, 164; opposi
tion of, to slavery continued, 
204-205; interest of, in colo
nization, 279 

Quincy, Edmund,an abolitionist, 
310 

Quinn, William P., a minister, 
274 

Race riot in Washington, 532-
533 

Races in Africa, 1-21 
Radical leaders of poor whites, 

535 
Rainey, J. H., a member of Con

gress, 405 
Randolph, John, the attitude of, 

toward the slave trade, 173; 
comment of, on slavery, 204; 
on colonization, 285 

Rankin, .John, an antislavery 
leader in the Western Reserve, 
320; comment of, on miscege
nation, 324 

Ransier, Alonzo J., a member of 
Congress, 405 

Rapier, James 1,'., a member of 
Congress, 403; the education 
of, 406 

Rapier, John, a Negro surgeon, 
374 

Rappahannock River, the rising 
of slaves on, 91 

Ray, Charles B., a churchman, 
269; letter of, Gerrit Smith 
to, 323 

Ray, Robert, opposition of, to 
colonization, 291 

Raymond, Daniel, the opposition 
of, to slavery, 204 

Reaction against the Negro, 
161-175; in the North, 202-
203 

Reason, ·Charles L., a scholar, 274 
Rebellion of the Negroes in Haiti, 

166-170 
Reconstruction of the Southern 

States, 382-424; th ron gh' 
schools and churches. 382-390; 
various theories about. 393, 
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401; the plan of Congress for, 
401; the undoing of, 409-423; 
a success, 423 

Redpath, James, a colonization
ist, 298 

Reed, William N_, a Negro offi
cer, 374 

Refugees, Haitian, in United 
States, 167; influence of, 167-
175 

Relations of slaves and free Ne
groes, 252-253 

Religion of the African, the, 31-
36 

Religious bodies opposed to slav
ery, 95-99, 102 

Religious freedom, the' bearing 
of, on the emancipation of the 
Negroes, lI8 

Religious instruction limited, 
225-226 

Remond, Charles Lenox, an an
tislavery lecturer, 315-316, 317 

Removal of a slave to a free 
State, the effect of, 342 

Rent system for the freedmen, 
427 

Resignation of Negroes to fate, 
432-433 

Restored South, 425; the cruelty 
of, 425-426, 433 

Return of fugitives, the constitu
tional question of, 342-347 

Return of Negroes to the South, 
249-250 

Revels, Hiram R., a member of 
the United States Senate, 403; 
the education of, 406 

Rhett, of South Carolina, in the 
defense of slavery, 335 

Ricard, Cyprian, a wealthy Ne
gro, 248 

Richards, Benjamin, a business 
man, 255 

Richardson, Richard, the sale of 
a slave by, 247 

Richey, Charles V., an inventor, 
462 

Riddell, W. R., interest of, in the 
study of the Negro, 547 

Right of petition denied, 332-
335 

Rights of man and the Negro, 
lI5-140 

Rillieux, Norbert, an inventor, 
230 

Riots, 207, 208, 209, 394-395, 532 
Rise, the, of the poor whites, 499 
Roberts, a hero of the World 

War, 530 
Roberts, Joseph J., 304 
Robinson, E., A., an inventor, 466 
Rockefeller, John D., a philan· 

thropist, 456 
Rockefeller, John D., Jr., inter

est of, in the study of the Ne
gro, 547 

Rogers, H. H., a philanthropist, 
456 

Rogers, N. P., an abolitionist, 
314 

Roosevelt, T. R., policy of, 481 
Root, Elihu, warning of, 494 
Roques, Charles, a Negro slave-

holder, 248 
Rosenwald, Julius, a philanthro

pist, 456; interest of, in the 
study of the Negro, 546 

Rosenwald Fund, Julius, 563 
Royal African Company, 64 
Roye, E. J., 434 
Ruffner, effort of, for Negro edu

cation, 455 
Ruggles, David, a leader in the 

crisis, 270, 276 
Rural Schools, aid to, 506-508 
Rush of Negroes to cities, the, 

438 
Russwurm, John'B., the first Ne

gro college graduate. in the 
United States, 269-270; a colo
nizationist, 303 

Rutherford, S. W., a Negro busi
ness man, 459 

Rutledge, Governor, a Negro 
slave of, distinguished by his 
valor, 128 

Ryland, Robert, 207 

Said, Omar Ibn, 175 
Saint-George, the Chevalier de, 

135 
Sale, George, 492 
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Salem, Peter, the killing of Ma

jor Pitcairn, 121 
Sandiford, Ralph, attack of, on 

slavery, 97 
Sandoval, Alphonso, protest of, 

102 
Sandy Lake, the settlement of, 

broken up, 262 
Santo Domingo, Negro insurrec

tion in, 167-169 
Savannah, Georgia, the uprising 

of slaves at, 92-93 
Schools, Negro, first establish

ment of, 104; the progress of, 
455, 561, 562 

Schurz, Carl, report of, on the 
South,394 

Scott, Emmett J., mission of, to 
Liberia, 492; Special Assist· 
ant to the Secretary of War, 
523 

Scott, George, the self·assertion 
of the slaves of, 91 

Scott, Henry, a successful Negro, 
255 

Scott, William E., a painter, 467 
Seamen Acts of South Carolina, 

338, 340 
Searching the mails, 342 
Secession, 358 
Secret Information concerning 

Black American Troops, 528-
529 

Segregation, 419-420, 475-493, 
557-558 

Seminole Wars, 193-198 
Senegal, traders on, 56 
Sergeant, John, remarks of, on 

the Missouri Compromise, 566-
568 

Servants indentured, 103-104, 
110 

Service of Negro troops, 375·376, 
524-526 

Settlements of Negroes broken 
up, 262 

Seville, slaves in, 62 
Seward, W. H., attitude of, to

ward the fugitive, 338; counsel 
in the John Van Zandt case, 
343; an antislavery leader in 
Congress, 351·352; Higher Law 

than the Oon8titution of, 581; 
Irrepre8sible Oonfiict of, 585-
587 

Shadd, Abraham D., 272 
Shadrach, the fugitive, arrested, 

263 
Sharp, Granville, attorney in the 

Somerset case, 101; interest of, 
in the Negro, 133, 281 

Shaw, John, refusal of, to grant 
a writ for the freedom of a. 
fugitive, 343 

Shaw, R. G., a commander of 
Negro troops, 375 

Shellabarger, reconstruction plan, 
of, 393 

Sherbro, the figures of, 40 
Sierra Leone, 300 
Simms, Thomas, the fugitive ar

rested, 263 
Simpson, William H., a painter, 

274 
Singleton, Benjamin, a leader of 

Negro migrants, 429 
Sipkins, . Henry, 273 
Skilled labor, 447 
Slade, William, an antislavery 

congressman, 334 
Slander, a bold, 528 
Slave-breeding, .219-220 
Slave trade, 54, 56, 61·67; the 

horrors of, 67-68; in the South, 
171-172, 212-214; efforts to 
stop the, 306 et seq. 

Slave trading corporations, 64 
_ Slavers, 65 
Slavers, 64, 66, 67; source of, 61, 

62,69-70; hardships of, 67-68; 
the enlightenment of, among 
the Latins, 75; able to read 
and write, 106; brought to the 
West Indies, 105-106; well
dressed, 107; in good circum
stances, 108; slaves in higher 
pursuits, 109; relation with 
poor whites, 110 

Slavery; ancient, 53-54; Moham
medan, 54; Christian, 61; 
European, 61-62; the intro
duction of, in America, 64, 82; 
in its mild form, 82-116; in 
the North, 100; in England, 
101; in the eighteenth century, 
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82-115; early objections to, 84-
85, 94-99; as affected by the 
Louisiana Purcbase Treaty, 
170 

Smalls, Robert, a mlmlber of Con
gress, 405 

Smart, Brinay, an inventor, 464 
Smilie, of Pennsylvania, the ef

fort of, against the siave trade, 
173 

Smith, Gerrit, the antislavery ef
forts of, 322-323 

Smith, James, an inventor,464 
Smith, James McCune, a Negro 

physician in New York, 266; 
letter of G_ Smith to, 322 

Smith, Stephen, a lumber mer-
chant, 255 

Social justice and the Negro, 
534-547 

Social relations of Negroes and 
whites, 231 

Social upheaval, fear of, 411 
Society for the Propagation of 

the Gospel in Foreign Parts, 
102-103 

Soldiers, Negro, in the Revolu
tionary War, 121-128; in the 
War of 1812, 199-202; in the 
World War, 518-530; restric
tion of, in the service, 520; as
signment of, to labor divi
sions, 520; the abuse of, 527 

Somerset decision, 101 
Songhay, the empire of, 49 
Soni Ali, 49 
Soudan, the empires of, 46-47 
South, the situation in, after the 

reaction, 216-220 
South America, 298 
South Carolina, uprising of 

slavea in, 91-92; the reopen
ing of the slave trade by, 172; 
peonage in, 435 

Southern matron, the appeal of 
a,573-574 

Southern Sociological Congress, 
499-501 

Spain, African slaves in, 62 
Spanish exploren, Negroes with, 

59-60 
Spingarn, J_ E., a friend of the 

oppresaed, 443, 529 

State, limitations on a, 238 
Statistics on free Negroes, 245-

250 
Stebbins, Charles B., an aboli-

tionist, 314 . 
Stephen, Little, 59-60 
Steward, Austin, 272 
Stewart, John, 156 
Stiles, Ezra, interest of, in free

dom, 99 
Still, William, an agent of the 

Underground Railroad, 264 
Stockton, Robert F., 300 
Stone age in Africa, 17-18 
Stone, Daniel, an opponent of 

slavery, 352 
Stone, Lucy, an abolitionist, 313 
Storey, Moorfield, a friend of the 

oppressed, 443 
Stowe, Harriet Beecher, the writ

ings of, 278 
Stringent measures in the South, 

185 
Study of the Negro, the, under

taken, 546-547 
Suffolk, fugitive slaves in, 366 
Sugar industry and slavery, 209-

210 . 
Sumner, Charles, opinion of, on 

the mutiny of the Creole 
slaves, 347-348; reconstruction 
ideas of, 393; interest of, in 
the freedmen, 393; on equality 
before the law, 578-579 

Superiority of races, a myth, 4-5 
Supreme Court of the United 

States, decisioDs of, 484-487 
Suttle, Charles F., claimant of 

Anthony Burns, 263 

Taft, W. H., policy of, 481, 494 
Talbert, Mary B., 550 
Talmadge, James, effort of, to 

prevent slavery in Missouri, 
237-238 

Tanner, H. 0., a renowned paint
er, 467-469; paintings of, 468; 
prizes of, 468 

Tappan, Arthur, an abolitionist, 
272, 308; a reward offered for, 
340 
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Tappan, Lewis, an abO'litiO'nist, 

322 
-TarbO'rO', NegrO' insurrection at, 

178 
Tariff and slavery, 240-241; O'p

pO'sitiO'n to' the tariff, 241 
TaxatiO'n during the- Civil War, 

377-378 
Ten per cent gO'vernments, 391 
"Tender Mercies O'f the Wicked," 

494-510 
Tennessee, the reconstruction of, 

392 
Terreil, Judge RO'bert H., 495 
Terrell, Mary Church, 550 
TerrO'rism in the SO'uth, 413-

415, 425 
Texas, slavery and, 214-2151 
Thirkield, W. P., 500 
Thirteenth Amendment, 378 
ThO'mpson, A. V., a successful 

Negro in OhiO', 260 
ThompsO'n, George, lecture O'f, 

stO'pped by mob, 328 
ThO'mpsO'n, the imprisonment O'f, 

325 
Tilghman, Richard, the escape O'f 

the slave O'f, with a white 
.woman, 110 

-Tillman, Benjamin, a leader O'f 
the poO'r whites, 499 

'l'imbuctoO', the city of, 48 
TO'leration and the Negro, 118 
TO'pp, Henry, a successful Negro, 

254 
TO'rrey, C. T., imprisO'nment O'f, 

326 
TO'wn slaves, 235 
Traders, slave, 54-70 
Trades uniO'ns and the NegrO', 

438-439, 539-543 
Trinidad, colonizatiO'n in, 294 
Troops, Federal, in the SO'uth, 

the withdrawal O'f, 416 
TrO'pical America, NegrO'es in, 

71-81 
'TrO'tter, W. M., a leader O'pposed 

to' BO'oker T. Washington's 
pO'licies, 442; the humiliatiO'n 
O'f, 442; prO'test of, 490 

Truth, SO'journer, an antislavery 
lecturer, 316 

Tubman, Harriet, the career O'f, 
235; a promO'ter O'f the Under
ground Railroad, 264 

Tucker, Alpheus, a NegrO' sur
geO'n, 374 

Turner, Benjamin, a member of 
Congress, 403; educatiO'n O'f, 
406 

Turner, BishO'p H. ·M., interest 
O'f, in colO'nization, 434 

Turner, C. H., 560 
Turner, Franklin, an advO'cate O'f 

cO'IO'nizatiO'n, 296 
Turner, Nat, insurrectiO'n - O'f, 

180-185, 186, 187 
Tuscaloosa County, the indict

ment O'f R. G. Williams by, 349 
Tuskegee, the progress O'f, 455-

456 

Uncle Tom's Cabin, 354 
Underground Railroad, 264, 340, 

343 
UniO'n, tlle nature of, 241, 357-

358; the cause of, at first a 
failure, 370 

Union Humane SO'ciety, 284 
University CO'mmissiO'n O'n Race 

QuestiO'ns, 501-502 
Unskilled labor,' 447 
Untoward condition O'f the freed

men, 425-427 
Unwilling South, the, 394 
Uprisings, Negro, 90-94 

Vagrancy laws O'f the SO'uth, 395-
396 

ValladO'lid, Juan de, 62 
Van Buren, attitude O'f, tO'ward 

JacksO'n, 215; in the L'Amistad 
case, 346 

Van Zandt, John, the fin~ O'f, 343 
Vardaman, J. K., a leader O'f the 

poO'r whites, 499 
Varick, James, fO'under O'f the 

A. M. E. Zion ·Church, 152 -
Varnum, General, enlistment of 

Negroes hy, 125 
Vasa, Gustavus, 135 
VashO'n, GeO'rge B., a lawyer, 274 
Vermont, the fugitive ~n, 343 
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Vesey. Denma.rk, leader of an in
surrection. 178-180 

Vicksburg, meeting at. to check 
the exodus of 1~79. 429 

Villard. O. G .• grandson of Wil 
liam Lloyd Garrison, 443; in
terest of, in the study of the 
Negro. 546-547 

Virgin Islands, mission to, 491 
Virginia and Kentucky Resolu

tions, the bearing of. on seces
sion, 358 

Virginia, risings of slaves in. 
91; miscegenation in, 111-113; 
Negro soldiers in, 125; insur
rection in. 180-185; backward
ness of. 305 

Vogelsang. Peter. 272 

Wade, Benjamin F., the defiant 
unionist. 358; attack of. on 
slavery, 587-589 

Wage system for the freedmen, 
427 

Wainrite, Anne. escape of, with 
a negro woman, 110 

Walker, Madame C. J .• a busi
ness woman, 461 

Walker, David, appeal of. 180. 
184 

'Valker. John, suffering of. 325 
Walker, Jonathan. 325 
Wall, O. S. B .• II Negro officer. 

374 
'Valls, Josiah T.. a member of 

Congress, 403 
War of 1812, the Negro in the, 

199-202 
Ward, Joseph, the opposition of. 

to the t'nlistment of Negro 
troops, 121 

Ward, S. R., a minister and ora
, tor of power, 277-278 

Warner, David B .• 304 , 
Washington, Booker T .• the pol-

icy of. 440; the Atlanta ad
dress of, 440-4,j]; ideas of. ac
I'l'pted, 441; opposition to, 442; 
the rt'"ults of the work of. 
488, 498; a writer, 469 

Washington. Mrs. Booker T., 550 

Washington, Bushrod. a pro
moter of colonization, 285 

Washington, George, interests of, 
in emancipation, 120; order of, 
to stop the enlistment of Negro 
troops, 121; revocation of the 
order, 12~-124; the enlistment 
of Negroes by, 124 

Washington, fugitive slaves in, 
366; race riot in, 532-533; a 
lynching, 533 

Watrum, F. P., a missionary, 102 
Wayman, Alexander W." a 

churchman, 274 
Webb, William, an advocate of 

colonization but not of African 
deportation, 296 

Webster, Daniel, the evasive po
sition of, 335-336; opinion of, 
on the Creole slaves, 347 

Webster, Delia, the imprison
ment of, 325 

Webster, Samuel, interest of, in 
freedom, 99 • 

Weld, T. F., an abolitionist, 314, 
320 

Wesley, Charles R., interest of, 
in the study of the Negro, 547 

Wesley, John, opposition of, to 
slavery, 133-134 

West Indies, slaves carried to, 
68; the lot of slaves in, 71-
81 ' 

Wheatley, Phyllis, a writer of 
verse, 136-137 

Wheeler, John R., the escape of 
the sla ve of, 342 

Whipper, William, the agent ot 
the Underground Railroad, 
264, 272 

White, George R., a member of 
Congress, 403 

White, Jacob C., 273 
White, J. T., honorable record 

of, 408 
White, Samson, 274 
'Vbitlield, James M., an advo

~ate of colonization, '297, 298 
Whittier, John G., the antislav

ery writings of, 322 
Whydahs, 69 
Wilberforce, William, the anti

slavery e/forts of, 281, 294 
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Wilcox, Samuel T., a Negro gro

cer in Cincinnati, 260-261 
Williams, Egbert Austin, 560 
Williams, Francis, the scholar, 

77-78 
Williams, G. W., an historian, 

269, 469 
Williams, John, intelligent slave 

of, 106 
Williams, L. K., 483 . 
Williams, Peter, mention of, 272; 

a churchman, 274 
Williams, Roger, frotest of, 

against slavery, 96 
Williams, R. G., the indictment 

of, in Alabama, 340 
Williams, W. T. B., 491 
Williamsburg, Virginia, an in

surrection of slaves in, 91 
Williamson, Passmore, efforts of, 

to obtain the freedom of Jane 
Johnson, 342 

Willis, Joseph, organizer of Bap' 
tist churches in Mississippi, 
152 

Wilmer, C. B., 550 
Wilmot Proviso, the, 349 
Wilson, Henry, reconstruction 

. ideas of, 393 
Wilson, Hiram, a worker among 

Canadian Negroes, 278 
Wilson, Woodrow, attitude of, 

toward the Negro, 489, 494 
Wilson, imprisonment of, 325 
Winn, J. B., 300 
Winslow, Sydney W., the pur-
• chaser of Matzeliger's patent, 

462 

Wise, Henry A., the defense of 
slavery by, 333-334 

Woods, Granville T:, an inventor, 
464-465. 

Woods, Lyates, an inventor, 465 
Woods, Robert C., the efforts of, 

510 
Woodson, C. G., founder of the 

Association for the Study of 
Negro Life and History, 546-
547; lntroductio" 

Woodson, George H., 491 
Woolman, John, a Friend plead-

ing the cause of the Negro, 98 
Work, F. W., a musician, 467 
Work, J. W., a musician, 467 
World War, the Negro soldiers 

in, 512-533 
Wright, Elizur, an abolitionist, 

308; an instructor, 320 
Wright, Henry C., an abolition

ist, 314 
Wright, Theodore S., letter of 

Gerrit Smith to, 322 
Wythe, George, an advocate of 

freedom, 120 

Yazoo I.ands, 213-214 
Yorktown, fugitive slaves in, 

366 
Young, Colonel Charles, the pro

scription of, 492, 522-523 
Young Men's Christian Associa

tion, the work of, among Ne
groes, 453, 480 

.Young Women's Christian Asso
ciation; the work of, among 
Negroes, 454, 480 

Zambezi, the, 3. 10 
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