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'·HEPORT. 

' -
To His Grace the DUKE o:r ARGYLL, K.T:, Secretary of State for India. 

MY LoRD DuKil, 20th Jlfay ;1870. 
I RA. VE the honour to Jay before your Grace my usual annual report on 

the progress made in the construction of, and on the results of working, the 
Railways in India. , · ' ·- . ' · · 

· 2. For .the last ten years these reports have contained accounts only of op~ra. 
tions which b..we been conducted through the instrumentality of Companies acting· 
under the control of Government; but now, I shall for the first time have to refer 
to lines which have been undertaken and executed t.hrough the direct agency of 
Government. The operations, however, under this head are at present ve1·y lilnited, 
the various projects which were mentioned in my last report as those which were 
to be retained in the hands of Government being with one or two exceptions still 
under investigation. 

3. The most important event which has marked the history of Indian Railways Completion of 
during this year is the junction of the Great Indian Peninsula and the East Indian f.an't~t~~~h• 
Ra:ilwavs at Jubbulpore, whereby the whole breadth of the Peninsula is spanned, l~~':nb~;viWd 
aml Bombay · and Caleutta., as well as Bombay, Delhi, and Lahore, arc brought CtJcutta. 
into railway communication with each other .. The East Iniliau Railway has 
bet•n opened to Jubbulpore since 1$67, but unforeseen delay OCCUlTed in the com-. 
l1lul ion of the works of ti.Je Great Indian Peninsula Rail war, and the long-desired: 
JUnction of the two lines has been defen·ed in consequenec.rrhe works have lately. 
]Jeen pushed on with great vigour and rapidity, and althougt there is still much to' 
be done before the line can '!Je considered thoroughly completed, it WI!B sufficiently 
tulvanccd to admit of th!l ceremony of opening being performed by the Duke of 
Edinburgh and the Viceroy on the 7th JI.Iarch last. The occasion gave rise to pro-, 
ceedings of much interest, in which the Governor of Bombay ; the Chief Commis-. 
sioner of the Central :Provinces; Sir Salar Jung, the Minister of llis Highness 
the N'izam; Mahttrajah Holkar; the Maharajah of Rewah; the Rajah of l\Iyherc; 
and other high functionaries, took part-) But as an account of them has reached 
your Graca through ·other· channels -it is unnecessnry' to give ltny details here. 
The line in question proceeds from Boml1ay up the Thull GMt via Juhhulpore to 
.Allahabad; thenee it follows the valley cf the Ganges to Calcutta. Before the end 
of the year a more direct route will be opened for. the latter part of the line by the. 
bomplctltm of the chord line of the East Indian Railway from Luckesera:i viA' 
P>o~meegtmge to Calcutta. 'l'he distance ·from Bombay to Calcutta by the present 
l'<mte is 1,470 miles. . It will then be 1,400 miles. The jolll'ney occupies about 
70 hom·s. · The fares, as near as I ca11 ascertain them, are 1st class about 141., 

•. llmt lllass. 7l;, and 3rd class, 2!. 13a. · By means of this line a saving of three or: 
foru· .tlnys in the journey between England and ~alcutta has during ti.Je past year . 

. been dl'ec1;('{1. · ;No ,greater time is now occupied in rea('hing Calcutta from London 
than it took twenty years ago to get from one end of India to the other. 1 

·l - --· • -· . ' ' . . _. ' ' 

. ~- cJ,. J; hav-e_ hcen giving promincnee, however, to a proceeding that. took place Addilions to linn• 
ufter the close of 186\.1, to which period this report ehieily relates. During in 186!1. 
tlmt year 261 miles were added to the '1,020 open at the beginning. An ru:ldition 
nf thirty (30) miles was matle to the North-west Madras line, and of two hundred 
arul thirty-one (231) miles to the Delhi. Since the end of the year a slwrt 
branch of 8 milaa,· whicll has IJeen constructed by the Government, extending 

(&18·1.) A2 


