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PREFACE. 

pREVIOUS to ·the year 18go· there were large differences in the hour of 
measuring rainfall, in the iorm of rain-gauge used and in the methods of re. 

gistering rainfall ~n· the different provinces of India. ·The want of uniformity in 
the methods of registering rainfall was due to the fact that the establishment of . . 
rain-gauge stations and the collection of the data were commenced many years 
ago· by the revenue. departments of the various Local Governments. .Each Gov· 
ernml'!nt naturally e~tablished the system which. was thoug~t at. ~he time best 
suited to local ~onditions and requirements, The disadvantages· became more 

' . . . . . . 
and more evldent from year to year1. llnd at length the Government. of India in 
l8$J01 after a careful consideration of the question, ordered th~ following changes 
to be mad,e in order to secure the uniformity of system that appl'!ared to be de· 
sirable :-.. " · · 

. --' 

• 

rst,-That a ·common hour for rainfall registration, viz., 8 A.M., and a· . . . 
common· rainfall week ending on Saturday 8 A.M., should be 
adopted throughout the whole of lndia, . 

. ~nd.-.· · That all Tain-gauges should. be systematically inspected, and that 
... copies ~f au· inspection reports by local officers .be sent to the 

Meteorological Reporter. to th.e Government. of Jndia for his in­
formation, and, in order that he might make, when desirable, 
suggestions for the impl'OVement of any rain-gauge Station at 
which the arrangements. are not satisfactory . 

. 3rd.-· That ~ymons's rain-gauges, tested by the Meteorological Depart. 
.. · ment, shouldb~ the only description of gauge used. 

4th,-· That monthly ~eturns of rainf~ll be published by Local Gov~mments, 
and that a suffi~ient numl1er of copies of tl'lese returns should be 
supplied to the lndia )\'Ieteorological Dep;~.rtment, to enable it to 
prepare and ·issue a.nn~al volumes givin~ the rainfall data of· ~he 
Jndian Empire collected under this system for the information of 

iilJ iqterested in the rainfall statistics of Indifl. 

st'/L.-·. That the Jmperial Meteorological Dep3;rtment shouid adopt a fixed 
d\vision of the year into four periods, corresponding with the 
periods of genera,! rainfall throughout the year in lfldia, for pur· . 

poses of comparison. 
' . 

6th ....... That for the purpose of c;llculating the nu~ber of rainy days a fall 
of one-tenth of an inch and upwards should be taken to deno~e 

a rainy day. 

The whole of thes~ changes were made with effect from the 1St January 

1891-



PREFACE • 

. The present volume contains the monthly state~ents of rainfall, published -
_ by the various Local Governll!ents for the year' 1893, and gives practically the 

whole of the available rainfall data for that year of the Indian Empire. Symons's. 
_rain-gauges were in use at the great _maj_ority of stations during the whole of the 
year, the only important exception being the Mysorerain-gauge stations which 
are provided with rain:gauges of loc~l construction. The rainfall is m_easured 
at all stations daily at 8 A.M., and the entries for each day in .the tables give the 
ra.infall of the 24 ·hours preceding 8 A.M. of the date in. question. 

The tables are arranged according to provinces and not according to 
months, that is, the wh~le of the rainfall data "of each province is given togetber, 
and the provinces are arranged, so far as possible, i~ the ~~der: adopted in the · 
Daily Weather Report and other publications of the Department. . . . 

• • - I • • ' - • 

The tables are drawn up in a form that, it is-hoped, will explain themselves. 
It should be carefully noted that, although the rainfall is measured .to ·huf!dredths 
of an inch, a rainy day is assumed ·to be that on which a tenth of an· inch or 

. ·upwards has fallen, and the figu~es i~ the'coiumn "Total qumber of rainy days" 
and "Nor~al total number of rainy days" are calculated on this supposition. 

' ' 

It may be noted that the whole of the ~vailable rainfali data of the J!:mpire 
was recently coll~cted- and tabulated in the India Meteorological Office, and 
that the average monthly rainfall and number of rainy days in each month were 
calculated from this tabulated information for all stations for which ai: least five 
years' rainfall information was av~ilable. In the great majo~ity of. cases the . . . 
rainfall data extend. back to 20 or 30 years. The average~ thus obtained are· 
utilized for the columns o£ normal information and for the comparisons of 
normals with actuals. 

METEOROLOGICAL OFJ!"ICE, ·[ 

Calcutta, th~ 15t~ May 1894. 5 . 
• • 

JOHN ELIOT, 

Meteorological RP.porter 

to the Govemment of. India. · 
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