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Lucknow Congress, 49th Session
Held April, 7938,

INTRODUCTION.,

After a period of twenty years, the Indian National Congress
held its sessions for the second time at Lucknow, In the session
at Bombay it was decided to hold the next Congress in the U. P,
The U, P. P. C. C. deccided to let Lucknow have the lionour.
The U.P. P. C.C. further entrusted the task of preliminary
arrangements in connection with the session to the City Congress
Committee, Lucknow. Later on a reception committee with
Pandit Jawahar Lal Nehru as the Chairman and Dr. Murari Lal
as the General Secretary was formed to start work, With the
subsequent election of Panditji to the presidentship of the Con-
gress, Babu Sri Prakash was elected in his place,

The site chosen for the session was a vast area situated at a
distance of half a mile from the Lucknow Station. [t was a
rugged and uneven stretch of land full of pits and mounds,
With some expenditure of money and a good deal of labour the
Reception Committee succeeded in levelling the grounds and
rearing on it a temporary city, the Moti Nagar, with broad roads
and spacious open grounds, In the centre of this city was a
marble bust of the late Pandit Moti Lal Nehru who breathed his
last at Lucknow., The construction was rather slow iIn the
beginning, but the work was pushed up as the dates for the
Congress approached. _

The main entrance into the Nagar was through three impos~
ing gates. The central gate was styled the Kamla gate. The
Sherwani and Ganesh gates were on either side of it. The broad
main road was lined with shops on both sides. This constituted
Swadeshi Bazar, named Kamala Bazar, and contained a variety of
shops for the convenience and comfort of the temporary residents
at Moti Nagar, The Bazar presented a picturesque sight at night .
with the full light cast upon it from the innumerable multi
coloured electric lights. The 100 feet high flagstaff, fixed fur-
ther ahead of the marble bust of Pandit Moti Lalji, was similarly
illumined with coloured lights along the ropes and wires that held
it. The tri-coloured flag at the top could be seen Huttering in
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the sky from a considerable distance not only during the day but
at night also.

The delegates were housed in the delegates’ camp near the
spacious open Congress pandal, As usual each province was
given a scparate block with a special office-room. A limited
number of delcgates and visitors were provided with tents and
family cottages. The Reception Committee tried its best to
minimise the discomforts incidental upon temporary arrangements
and the rigours of the scason,

The entrance to the roofiess spacious enclosure for the
open session was through an imposing gate with artistic and
instructive patriotic frescoes painted by Syt. Nand Lal Bose and
his comrades from Shantiniketan. One such represented presi-
dents in procession advancing towards the Congress goal of
Purna Swarej (complete independence). The goal appeared well
within reach of the advancing leaders though the path, in its
later stages, appeared rather rough and steep.

In the middle of this vast enclosure, was the domed rostrum
decorated with the tri-colour khaddar, Loudspeaker arrange-
ments were made on an adequate scale and the service worked
well and satisfactorily throughout. The Subjects Committee had
to itself a spacious roofed pandal which could accomodate about
10,000 persons,  This pandal, when the Subjects Committee was
not in session, was used by the many conferences that were held
during the Congress week. Close to this pandal were housed
the President, the General Secrctary and such members of the
Working Committee as chose to live in Moti Nagar.

The exhibition on the grounds was a unique and the first of
its kind in Congress history. It was organised in terms of the
Congress policy enunciated in this behalf at Bombay last time.
It was exclusively of hand-made cottage and village products, It
was not as hitherto a mere Swadeshi market where the merchants
exhibited their wares and made profits. It was not only an exhi-
bition but also a demonstration of the various processes through
which the products exhibited had to pass One could sece there
the finest cotton, woollen and silk yarn being spun and cloth
woven therefrom. There were interesting demonstrations of bee-
keeping, and all processes of cottage, leather and other industries.



The object was to combine recreation with instruction. The ex-
hibition was organised jointly by the All-India Spinners’ Associa-
tion and the All-India Village Industries Association helped by
the local U, P. Khadi organisation, the Sri Gandhi Ashram.

As an experiment the exhibition was a great success, the
credit of which must go to Syt. Shanker Lal Banker, the Secretary,
Spinners’ Association, and the workers of the Gandhi Ashram,
Shanker Lalji had however in his work mobilized generally the talent
and skill from all over India. The presence of the great artist,
Nand l.al Bose, and his band of pupils from Shantiniketan lent
colour to the exhibition, Their art gallery attracted thousands
every day., {(For a note on the exhibition see Appendix B).

The President-elect arrived at l.ucknow on the morning of the
8th. His entry was private. Oniy the members of the executive of
the Reception Committee, headed by Dr. Murari Lal, the General
Secretary, were present at the station to receive and lead him io
his cottage in Motinagar. There was, however, a procession orga’-
nised for the evening. Unlike the usual processions on such
occasions, it was arranged that all the processionists, including the
President-elect, were to walk on foot. The procession was to
consist of the President, the other leaders, the office:bearers of
the Reception Committee, the chief of the volunteers and the
captains of the various corps and a batch of volunteers, The order
of precedence was previously settled. The crowds were to line
the road and the streets and not walk along with the procession,
All this elaborate arrangement, however, broke down owing to the
unprecedented crowds that collected to witness the show and
render their respect to the President and other leaders. In a few
minutes it was impossible for the President to walk on foot and he
had to jump on a horse for the convenience of the crowds, who
were clamouring for his dusshan. The procession thereafter pro-
ceeded more peacefully. The houscholders and merchants enroute
had decorated their respective houses and shops. The route was
marked by arches at intervals. There was continuous showering
of flowers from the public and in many places the procession was
stopped to garland the President-elect and to offer him the cus-
tomary pan-supnri. The procession terminated at Moti Négar.

This session was the first after the Congress constitution
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was in many respects radically changed in Bombay. The number
of delegates by that constitution was greatly reduced. The total
number attending the session was about 700. The usual atten-
dance after 1920 had been three or four times this number. But
the deficiency was made up by the visitors. About 30,000
attended the session,

Compared to the other recent sessions of the Congress, the
Lucknow Session of the Congress caused less of expenditure as
will be evident from thc audited Statement of Income and Expendi-
ture account submitted by Mr. C. B. Gupta, Chairman, Finance
Committee, and which is appendcd ot the end of the book as
Appendix C.

The resolutions passed at the scssion of the Congress are
separately printed as appendix D.
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Open Session 12-4-36.
FIRST DAY'S PROCEEDINGS

The open session of the Congress commenced on April 12
at 6 P. M under the presidency of Pt. Jawahar Lal Nehruy, in the
main pandal,

The President entcred the pandal in procession with the ex-
presidents, (1) Gandhiji (2) Pt. Madan Mohan Malaviya, (3) Dr.
M. A. Ansari, {4} Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, (5) Mrs. Sarojini
Naidu, {6) Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel and (7) Babu Rajendra Prasad,
members of theWorking Commiltee and the Chairman and General
Secretary of the Reception Committee,

The proceedings began with the singing of the national song
from the rostrum, as well as after recitation of welcome songs
composed by Mr. A. N. Mulla, ‘
Address of the Chairman of the Reception Committee

Syt. Sri Prakash, Chairman of the Reception Committee, then
delivered his address in Hindi, the English rendering of which
is as follows—

Friends and fellow-workers,

On behalf of the United Provinces, 1 offer a most hearty
welcome to all who have assembled here teday at this, officially
the 49th—but really the S51st—scssion of the Indian National

Congress. I will not indulge in the usual language of conven-
tion, and talk of the shortcomings of our arrangements, obvious
. as they are; nor offer apologies, hypocritical as they must sound,
for any discomforts that you might have to suffer. [ will also
not try to enter into any self-defence on the ground of our diffi-
culties, which are entirely of our own creation, and for which we
fully deserve to be punished. One thing however nceds must
be mentioned. It has happened perhaps only once or twice be-
fore in the history of the Congress— and that too for the sake
of very special personalities— that the Chairman of the Reception
Committee did not himself belong to the town where the Congress
was being held, | have a shrewd suspicion that a small man
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like mysclf has been suddenly forced into this position today in
order that no citizen of Lucknow itself might suffer direct criticism
when it has not becn possible for us lo offer hospitality on that
grand and lavish scale for which this town is traditionally famous.
[ fear the Chairman of the Reception Committce, as well as the
head of the volunteer force, have been drafted from Benares—
the ancicnt pilgrim centre of Kashi—not so much to prove the
united nature of our United Provinces, as to enable us to say
that though the arrangements here may not be worthy of those
who arc used to receive rajas and nawabs, they are good enough
if made in the name of those who have only acled as hosts and
chaperons to pious pilgrims. And I of Benares gladly welcome
you, knowing only too well that delegates and visitors to the Con-
gress come in the same spirit of reverent pilgrimage as do all
those, rich and poor alike, who come to worship at the shrines
of my city. '
OUR GREAT LOSSES

~

Many comrades, known and unknown, valiant fighters for
the country’s liberty, have left us since iast we met at Bombay.
The Congress, in its resolutions, will doubtless give expression to
the nation’s sorrow at the loss we have sustained. Two of these,
however, | must single out as intimately affecting my own pro-
vince. In the passing away of Kamala Nehru, not only has our
President lost a noble wife, but we have all lost our Kamalaji,
who always made her home at Allahabad, a home to the least of
us, and not only extended to us unstinted hospitality, but gave us
cheer and hope in the darkest days of depression.  We who have
sat with her in the inmost counsels of the provincial Congress
executive, will for ever miss the grace and dignity of her presence in
our deliberations. Our hearts go out to Jawahar Lal in his grievous
bereavement ; and we may only hope that, brave as he is, his
sorrow will be assuaged by the thought that it is being shared
by countless men and women in the land ; and-” that his nearest
fellow-workers feel it as their own, In the death of Tasaddugq
Sherwani, we have lost a great gentleman, a stout-hearted
patriot, and a true champion of nationalism overriding all petty
considerations of class, creed, or community ; one who gave up



Foot procession of Pandit Jawahar Lal Nehru along with the members
of the Working Committee.



Crowds in front of the Pandal Gate in Motinagar.
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all he possessed tor the cause of the country’s freedom which was

so dear to his heart, To his brothers and other members of his

family we send heartfelt condolences today,
THE PRESENT—AND THE FUTURE

It is no business of mine to review the present situation or to
suggest any programme {or the immediale future. But [ cannot
allow this opportunity to pass without putting on record the
result of my little experience as a humble worker of the Congress,
and referring to the chief difficulty that [ f{ind in the way of
improving matters alike in the political asin other spheres of
our national activity, | hope 1 shall not shock the susceptibilities
of any friends present, when 1 say that great individuals as such
have ccased 1o interest me. The only person who 1 think
matters, is that unknown but most important person—the
common man in ficld and factory, in the cottage and the street,
on whom falls the heaviest load of life. | regard the sole
end of all effert, to be his betterment; and to my thinking, the
highest achievements and the noblest endeavours are in vain
if they do not result in bringing any light to him or in
ameliorating his life in any way. We have had plenty of great
men in cur country in the past. We can claim some of the
greatest men of today also as being of our land; but in the
present as in the past, great men seem to come and go, leaving
only their name and fame behind, while the mas: goes on for
ever in its own apathy, ignorance and destitution, moral and
material, Something must be done to change this state of things,
We have already innumerable gods who, | take it, were the
great men and women of the past now enshrined in stone and
marble, for passing generations to revere and worship. No one
would object to it, no one would have any cause to complain,
if this mentality had not given us the notion that the duty of
the mass is only to honour the great from a distance and go its
own way heedless of their teaching, We seem to think there is
a separate caste of patriots, away and above the ordinary run
of man, whose business it is to be patriotic, to win freedom or
whatever public good may be their craze, by some mysterious
methods which they must devise and practise, while the sole duly
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of the ordinary man is to adore these good people and do nothing
himself to help in the task of nation-building. We do not seem
to realise the simple truth that the activities of leaders are futile
unless we ourselves respond to their call in our own lives.

As a corrective to this mentality, | think the time has now
come to put a complete siop to ovalions, processions, addresses,
and the like for those who are great; and at the same time we must
also draw up a simple code of disciplined life, commensurate with
the limitations of ordinary human nature, and insist on all to
follow it enforcing it with a sanction. We must say that any
one who lives according to that code, however humble his sphere
may be, is as great a patriot as the greatest so recognized in the
land, for true greatness resides in fulfilling the tasks one under-
takes in a spirit of duly and responsibility. What we need are
injunctions to tell us how a person worthy of Swaraj behaves,
how he is considerate and accommodating o his fellowmen, even
in the smallest things of life, There is much misunderstanding
on the subject; and though it may appear a matter of small
consequence, | personally regard it as of the greatest moment
viewing the conditions of our life as they are, Thus alone, to my
mind, can we infuse the spirit of hope in the hearts of our
countless men and women and spur them to action on right lines;
and thus alone can we harness to the country’s service, the latent
encrgics and the great possibilities of our human material, now
remaining unutilised. Thus also | fee] we can climinate the un-
necessary personal jealousies and bitternesses and communal and

political bickerings that are ruining public life in our land today.
OUR REAL AIM

| regard the so-called problans of councilentry and offices
acceptance—so intensely exercising the minds of many - as of no
importance whatsoever, These can be safely [eft to take care of
themselves, So far as | can see, [ have no doubt that we of the
Congress today stand for a reconstruction of soctety, We are
impatient of things as they are, It is no more possible to tolerate
cxcessive  wealth in the hands of a few on the one hand, and
crushing poverty of the vast masses on the other; unlimited
power tor a handful and the condition of slaves for the rest.



5

We dcfinitely stand for an equitable distribution of work, wages
and comforts for a socicty of freedom and of love. The
thousands of poor men and women who today are sacrificing
their all for the cause that the Congress represents, are not doing
so in order to continue the cruel and irresponsible oligarchy
that is crushing us all. Let those who are better off than the
rest of their brethren, or who today enjoy the monopoly of all
position and power, wealth and leisure, not forget that the very
things that they prize, are endangered when the many are
wallowing in dirt and in poverty, deprived of 2ll the light that
proper knowledge and adequate comfort can give them., Wide-
spread poverty incvitably reacts on the well-to-do; and disease and
death creep within their sheltered walls because the neighbour
hood is unhappy and unclean. Viewed from the purely selfish
standpoint even, enhancement of life in all its aspects really
depends upon a proper setting; and it is up to those who feel un-
necessarily disturbed today by our ideals, to help actively instead,
in bringing about a state of things where there will be, as a matter
of fact, more real gain for themselves. It is time that we placed
before the country our exact ideas about the society we are seek-
ing to build  That will help all to know what we want and will
eliminate all doubts and suspicions~ and may be false hopes and
ambitions as well—that so unnecessarily clog us at every step.
We must now frame our own future constitution, not so much of
the Government which is after all not very important, but the
constitution of society itself for the well-being of which alone any
Government can be allowed to exist.

OUR INTERNAL ORGANIZATION

Logical preciseness and intellectually correct programmes,
however, can be of littie value unless we have people to appre-
ciate and follow them. What India needs are real men and
women, sturdy and efficient cilizens, who can be depended upon
to perform their tasks in every sphere of activity with which they
may be connected, humble or high; and so long as these are not
forthcoming, we can achieve nothing, however perfect our reso-
lutions on paper, however brave our voice on the platiorm, Let
the story of the last 15 years of our earnest labours teach us
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a lesson. If we are really determined to be free we cannot afford
to be oblivious of the underlying nature of the forces that are
arrayed against us. The government, as it is, is a compact and
efficient organization, each part of which knows exactly its duty
even in the most distant and isolated places, and fulfils its task
properly and punctually for the strength and stability of the
whole and in a spirit of mutual loyalty hard to equal. In order
to meet this we have also to be organized in a similar manner,
and our units have also to be of a character similar to the units
of the opponents we are facing and fighting, Unless we are able
to do that, our greatest efforts are bound to go in vain; and we
shall always find oursclves at the end of cvery great maovement,
just where we started, The history of India from the earliest
times has this sad tale to tell, Everytime we have 1o begin at
the beginning. Let the Congress now devise methods by which
we as a nation shall not be sliding back each time we make a
move forwards, just leaving a few greal names behind to illumine
the pages of our history and to give us some fanciful satisfaction
of our past greatness, when darkness envelopes us in the present
and we become a butt of ridicule for the sister nations of the
world. Let us make sure that we are really out for the true
freedom and greatness of a whole people and not merely to
exploit or enhance the undoubted greatness of a few. It is not
enough to do our little bit when there is something going. It is
necessary to be always on the alert and working. It is the day-
to-day work that tells in the long run, and not the work done
merely in spurts. Organization for peace is far more necessary
than organization for war., If the former is secured, the latter
will probably never be needed, or if it ever 18, it will be completed

at a moment’s notice,

SWARAJ—WHY WANTED ¢

The task hefore us is verily a mighty one. We are on to win
Swaraj. Swaraj for us is the recovery of our lost soul and not
merely the finding of our lost wealth, We want Swaraj because
we desire to fashion our lvies in our own way, we want to get
back our capacity to make our own contribution to world-thought
and world-endeavour; and to feel and realize that the words
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‘India’ and ‘Indian’, unlike the case today, stand for everything
that is noble and good; and that we toco can move about the
world as a self-respecting people, as members of a race that is
truly great and really frec.

Comrades, | welcome you all once again and earnestly hope
that your deliberations licre may lead us nearer to our cherished
goal,

Vande Matram.

Presidential Address.
At 7 P. M. the President, Sri Jawaharlal Nehru, began his

address in Hindustani, which tock nearly two hours and a half,
Panditii as he rose was given an ovalion and his speech was
throughout punctuated with loud applause. The English render-
ing of the address is as follows :—

Comrades,

After many years | face you again from this tribune, many
weary years of strife and turmoil and common suffering. Itis
good for us to meet again, it is good for me to see this great host
of old comrades and friends, linked together by strong bonds
that cannot break, to sense the old brave spirit yet again, to feel
your overwhelming kindness and goodwill to one whose greatest
privilege it is to have becen a comrade and a soldier with all of
you in a mighty struggle for freedom. 1 am heartened and streng=
thened by you, though even in this great gathering [ feel a little
lonely. Many a dear comrade and friend has left us, worn out,
long before the normal length of our earthly days, by the stress
and strain of confl'ct. One by one they go, leaving a void in
our hearts and a dull misery in our minds, They find peace from
this turmoil perhaps, and it is well, for they deserved it. They
rest after their labours.

But what of us who remain behind with a heavier burden to
carry ? There is no rest for us or for those who languish in prison
or in detention camp. We cannot rest, for rest is betrayal of those
who have gone and in going handed the torch of freedom to us to
keep alight; it is betrayal of the cause we have espoused and
the pledge we have taken; it is betrayal of the millions who never
rest,



I am awcary and | have come back like a tired child yearning
for solace in the bosom of our common mother, India, That
solace has come to me in overflowing measure, thousands of hands
have been stretched out to mc in love and sympathy, millions of
silent voices have carried their message of affection to my heart.
How can | thank you, men and women of India ¥ How can |
express in words feelings that are too deep for utterance ¥

For many years now | have been a distant lookeron on this
Indian scene where once | was an actor, and many a thing has
happened that has filled me with distress and anguish. [ do not
wish to survey this recent past of ours, which must be fresh in
your memory, and which has left a sorry trail behind and many
knots which are difficult to unravel, But we may not ignore it
for out of that past as well as the present, we ha e to build our
future. We have followed high ideals and we have taken pride
in the fact that our means are worthy of those ideals. We have
been witnesses of many a miracle in this old and battered land
of ours and yet our very success has been followed by failure and
disillusion. Temporary failure has little significance when the aim
is high and the struggle bound to be along one; it is but the
incentive to further effort. Often it teaches us more than a vie-
tory easily won and becomes a prelude to a greater success, But
we profit by it only if we learn its lesson and search our minds
for an explanation of that failure. Only by constant sclf-ques-
tioning, individual and national, can we keep on the right path.
An casy and unthinking confidence is almost as bad as a weak
submission to hclpless dejection.  Real failure comes only when
we forget our ideals and objectives and principles and begin to
wander away from the road which leads to their realization,

In this crisis of our history, thercfore, let us look into our-
sclves and  examine, without pity or prejudice, what we have
done and what others have done to us, and seek to find out
where we stand today, We dare not delude ourselves or evade
real issues for fear of offending others, cven though some of
these others are comrades whom we respect.  That is the way of
self-deception which none who seck great and vital changes can
follow except at their peril.

Sixteen years ago, under the inspiration of our lcader, we
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took a new and long step converting this Congress from an
ineffective body, feebly functioning amongst the upper classes,
into a powerful democratic organization with its roots in the
Indian soil and the vast masses who live on it. A handful of
our old friends, representing an age and a class which had had its
day, left us, fearful of this democratic upsurge, and preferring
the shelter and protection of British imperialism to joining hands
with the new vital forces which convulsed the country and strugg-
led for freedom. Historically, they lapsed into the past. But we
heard the rumbling of those forces and, for the moment,
lined up with them and played a not unworthy part in current
history. We sensed the new spirit of mass release, of psycholo-
gical escape from the cramping effects of long subjection; we
gloried in the breaking of the mental bonds that encompassed us.
And because our minds became free we felt that political freedom
could not be far, for it is often harder to break the bonds of the
spirit than physical bonds and chains of iron and steel. We rep-
resented the Spirit of the Age and were marching step by step
with countless others in cur country and outside. The exhilara-
tion of being in tune with the masses and with world forces came
upon us and the feeling that we were the agents of historic
destiny.

We were engrossed in our national struggle and the turn it
took bore the powerful impress of our great leader and of our
national genius. /We were hardly conscious then of what was
happening outside, And yet our struggle was but part of a far
wider struggle for freedom, and the forces that moved us were
moving millions of people all over the world and driving them
into action, All Asia was astir from the Mediterranean 1o the
Far East, from the Islamic West to the Buddhist East; Africa
responded to the new spirit; Europe, broken up by the war, was
struggling to find a new equilibrium. And right across a vast
area in Europe and Asia, in the Soviet territories, a new concep-
tion of human freedom and social equality fought desperately
against a host of enemies. There were great differences in the
many aspects of this freedom struggle all over the world and we
were misled by them and did not see the common background./
Yet if we are to understand these varied phenomena, and derive
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a lesson from them for our own national struggle, we must try
to see and undersiand the whole picture. And if we do so we
cannot fail to observe an organic connection between them which
endures through changing situations. If once we grasp this or-
ganic bond, the world situation becomes easier to understand and
our own national problems take their proper places in the wider
picture. We realise then that we cannot isolate India or the
Indian problem from that of the rest of the world. To do so
is to ignore the real forces that are shaping events and to cut
ourselves adrift from the vital energy that flows from them. To
do so, again, is to fail to understand the significance of our own
problems, and if we do not understand this how can we solve
them? We are apt to lose ourselves, as we have indeed done, in
petty conflicts and minor questions, like the communal problem,
and forget the major issues; we are apt to waste our energy
(like our moderate friends do) in interminable discussions over
legal quibbles and constitutional questions.

! During the troubled aftermath of the Great War came re-
volutionary changes in Europe and Asia, and the intensification
of the struggle for social freedom in Europe, and a new aggres-
sive nationalism in the countries of Asia. There were ups and
downs, and sometimes it appeared as if the revolutionary urge
had exhausted itself and things were settling down, But econo-
mic and political conditions were such that there could be no
scttling down, the existing structure could no longer cope with
these new conditions, and all its efforts to do so were vain and
fruitless. Everywhere conflicts grew and a great depression over-
whelmed the world and there was a progressive deterioration,
everywhere except in the wide-flung Soviet territories of the
U. 8. 5. R,, where, in marked contrast with the rest of the world,
astonishing progress was made in every direction. Two rival eco-
nomic and political systems faced each other in the world and,
though they tolerated each other for a while, there wasan in-
herent antagonism between them, and they played for mastery on
the stage of the world, One of them was the capitalist order
which had inevitably developed into vast imperialisms, which,
having swallowed the colonial world, were intent on eating each
other up. Powerful stilt and fearful of war, which might endan-
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ger their possessions, yet they came into fnevitable conflict with
each other and prepared feverishly for war. They were quite
unable to solve the problems that threatened them and helplessly
they submitted to slow decay. The other was the new socialist
order of the U. S. S. R, which went from progress to progress,
though often at terrible cost, and where the problems of the capi-
talist world had ceased to exist.

Capitalism, in its difficulties, took to fascism with all its
brutal suppression of what western civilization had apparently
stood for ; it became, even in some of its horielands, what its
imperialist counterpart had long been in the subject colonial
countries. Fascism and imperialism thus stood out as the two
faces of the new decaying capitalism, and though they varied
in different countries according to national characteristics and
economic and political conditions, they represented the same
forces of reaction and supported each other, and at the same
time came into conflict with each other, for such conflict was
inherent in their very nature. Socialism in the west and the
rising nationalisms of the eastern and other dependent countries
opposed this combination of fascism and imperialism. National-
ism in the East, it must be remembered, was essentially different
from the new and terribly narrow nationalism of fascist countries;
the former was the historical urge to freedom, the latter the
last refuge of reaction. / A

Thus we see the world divided up into two vast groups
today— the imperialist and fascist on one side, the socialist and
nationalist on the other. There is some overlapping of the two
and the line between them is difficult to draw, for thereis
mutual conflict between the fascist and imperialist Powers, and
the nationalism of subject countries has sometimes a tendency
to fascism. But the main division holds and if we keep it in
mind, it will be easier for us to understand world conditions
and our own place in them.

Where do we stand then, we who labour for a free India?
Inevitably we take our stand with progressive forces of the
world which are ranged against fascism and imperialism. We
have to deal with one imperialism in particular, the oldest and
the most far-reaching of the modern world, but powerful as it
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is, it is but one aspect’ of world-imperialism. And that is the
final argument for Indian independence and for the severance
of our conneclion with the Brilish Empire. Between Indian
nationalism, Indian frecdom and British imperialism there can
be no common ground, and if we remain within the imperialist
fold, whatever our name or status, whatever outward semblance
of political power we might have, we remain cribbed and confined
and allied to and dominated by the reactionary forces and
the great financial vested interests of the capitalist world. The
exploitation of our masses will still continue and all the vital
social problems that face us will remain unsolved. Even real
political freedom will be out of our reach, much more so radical
social changes.

With the development of this great struggle all over the
world we have seen the progressive deterioration of many of the
capitalist-imperialist countries and an attempt at consolidation
of the reactionary forces under fascism or Naziism or so-called
‘national’ governments, In India the same process has been
evident to us during these past years, and stronger the nationalist
movement has grown, the more have efforts been made by our
imperialist rulers to break our ranks and to gather together
under their banner the reactionary elements in the country. The
Round Table Conferences were such attempts and, though they
helped our rulers in some measure, they served a useful purpose
by showing us clearly the division between the imperialist and the
anti-imperialist forces in the country, Unhappily we did not fully
profit by this lesson and we still imagine that we can win over
some of these imperialist groups to the side of Indian freedom
and anti-imperialism, and in a vain attempt to do so, we suppress
our ideals, blush for our objectives and tone down our activities.

Meanwhile the decay of British Imperialism in India becomes
ever more apparent, [t cannot, by its very nature, solve our
economic problems and rid us of our terrible povertys which it has
largely itself created. [t subsists on a normal fare of the fiercest
repression and a denial of civil and even personal liberty, It
surrounds us with a wide network of spies and, among the pitlars
of its administration, are the tribe of informers and agents
provocatenrs and the like, Its services try to seck comfort for
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their obvious deterioration and incompetence by perpetually sing-
ing songs of mutual adulation. Argument gives place to the
policeman’s baton and the soldier’s bayonet and prison and deten-
tion camp, and even our extraordinary finances are justified by
the methods of the bully. It is astonishing to find to what depths
of vulgarity our rulers have descended in their ardent desire to
kold on to what they have got, and it is depressing, though per-
haps inevitable, that some of our own countrymen, more interested
in British Imperialism than the British themselves, should excel at
this deplorable game. So wanting in mental equilibrium are they,
so obsessed by fear of the Congress and the national movement it
represents, that their wishes become thoughts, their thoughts in-
ferences, and their inferences facts, solemnly stated in official
publications, and on which the majesty of the British Government
rests in India, and people are kept in prison and detention camp
without charge or trial. Being interested in psychology, 1 have
watched this process of moral and intellectual decay and realized,
even more than | did previously, how autocratic power corrupts
and degrades and vulgarizes. | have read sometimes the reports
of the recent Assembly meetings and noted the great difference in
tone and content between them and the Assembly of ten years
ago. | have observed the forced attempts made to discredit the
Congress by a reference to the Tilak Swaraj Fund with which I
was connected for many years as Secretary of the Congress, But
prepared as | was for much, even [ was surprised at the insinua-
tions made against our much-loved chief, Rajendra Babu, and the
charges brought against the Behar Relief Fund. A mild criticism
by me of official incompetence soon after the Behar earthquake
was deeply resented probably because the truth of it was realized.
Newspapers that criticized the official arrangements at a subse-
quent earthquake were heavily penalized or suppressed. All
criticism hurts the sensitive skin of the Government and its reac-
tions are quick and far-reaching. The more incompetent it grows
the less it likes being told so, But this does not prevent it from
indulging in reckless allegations about others.

This psychological aspect interests me even more than the
more aggressive manifestations of British authority in India, for of
throws light on much that has happened. It shows us howa’
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clear and definite fascist mentality has developed among our rulers
and how closely allied is imperialism to fascism. How this fascist
mentality has functioned in the recent past and is functioning to-
day, | shall not go into now. You know well the horror of these
years and of the nightmare that we have all experienced. We
shall not casily forget it and if there are some who have been
cowed down by it, there are others who have stceled themselves
to a greater resolve to end this infamy in India,

But of one thing ] must say a few words for to me it is one
of the most vital things that | value. That is the tremendous dep-
rivation of civil liberties in India. A government that has to rely
on the Criminal Law Amendment Act and similar laws, that
suppresses the press and literature, that bans hundreds of orga-
nizations, that keeps people in prison without trial and that does
so many other things that are happening in India today, is a go-
vernment that has ceased to have even a shadow of a justification
for its existence. | can never adjust myself to those conditions,
[ find them intolerable, And yet | find many of my own country-
men complacent about them, some even supporting them, some,
who have made the practice of sitting on a fence into a fine art,
being neutral when such questions are discussed. And | have won-
dered what there was in common between them and me and those
who think like I do, We in the Congress welcomne all cooperation
in the struggle for Indian freedom; our doors are ever open to
all who stand for that freedom and are against imperialism. But
they are not open to the alies of imperialism snd the supporters
of repression and those who stand by the British Government in
its suppression of civil liberty. We belong to opposite camps.

Recently, as you know, we have had a typical example of the
way Government functions in India in the warning issued to a dear
and valued comrade of ours, Subhas Chandra Bose. We who
know him also know how frivolous are the charges brought against
him. Buteven if there was substance in them we .could not
tolerate willingly the treatment to which he has long been subjected.
He did me the honour to ask me for advice and | was puzzled and
perplexed for it is no easy thing to advise another in such a

matter, when such advice might mean prison. Subhas Bose has
~suffered enough at the cost of his health. Was | justified in
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adding to this mental and physical agony ¥ 1 hesitated and at
first suggested to him to postpone his departure. But this advice
made me unhappy and I consulted other friends and then advised
him differently, 1 suggested that he should return to his home-
land as soon as he could. But, it appears, that even before my
advice reached him, he had started on his journey back to India.
This instance leads us to think of the larger problem, of the
way the bogey of terrorism has been exploited by the Govern-
ment to crush political activity and to cripple physically and men-
tally the fair province of Bengal. You know that terrorism as
such is practically non-existent now in Bengal or any part of India.
Terrorism is always a sign of political immaturity in a people,
just as so-called constitutionalism, where there is no democratic
constitution, is a sign of political senility. Qur national move-
ment has long outgrown that immature stage, and even the odd
individuals who have in the past indulged in terrorist acts have
apparently given up that tragic and futile philosophy, The Con-
gress, by its stress on peaceful and effective action, has drawn

the youth of the country into its fold and all traces of terroristic

activity would long have vanished but for the policy of the Go-
vernment which feeds the roots out of which a helpless violence
grows, But terrorism or no terrorism, a government which
adopts the methods which have long prevailed in Midnapore and
elsewhere in Bengal stands self-condemned. Similar methods
have also long prevailed in the Frontier Province, although there
is no hint of terroristic activity there, and that fine man and true,
beloved of millions, Abdul Ghaffar Khan, still lies in prison, Ex-
cuses differ, but the real reason is the ever-growing fascist menta-
lity of our rulers,

That is one side of the picture, What of us ¥ have found
a spirit of disunion spreading over the land, a strange malaise,
and petty conflicts amongst old comrades growing ever bigger
and interfering with all activity. We have forgotten for the
moment the larger ideals we stood for and we quarrel over petty
issues, We have largely lost touch with the masses and, deprived
of the life-giving energy that flows from them, we dry up and
weaken and our organization shrinks and loses the power it
had. First' things must always come Ffirst and because we
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have forgotten this and argue and dispute over secondary
matters, we are in danger of losing our bearings.

Every great struggle has its ups and downs and temporary
failures. When such a setback occurs there is a recaction when
the fund of national energy is exhausted and has 1o be re-
charged. That happens again and again, and yet that is not
an adcquate explanation of all that has taken place, Our direct
action struggles in the past were based on the masses, and
especially the peasantry, but the backbone and leadership were
always supplied by the middle classes, and this, under the
circumstances, was inevitable. The middle classes are a vague
group or groups; at the top, a handful of them are closely
allied to British imperialism; at the bottom are the dispossessed
and other groups who have been progressively crushed by
economic circumstances and out of whose ranks come the
advanced political workers and revolutionaries; in between are
the centre groups, which tend often to side with the advanced
elements, but which also have alliances with the upper groups
and live in the hope of joining their superior ranks. A middle
class leadership is thus often a distracted leadership, looking
in two directions at the same time. In times of crisis and
struggle, when unity of aim and activity is essential, this two-
faced leadership is bound to injure the cause and o hold back
when a forward move is called for. Being too much tied up
with property and the goods of this world, it is fearful of losing
them, and it is easier to bring pressure on it and to exhaust its
stamina. And yet, paradoxically, it is only from the middle
class intellectuals that revolutionary leadership comes, and
we in India know that our bravest lcaders and our stoutest
comrades have come from the ranks of the middle classes, But
by the very naturc of our struggle, these front-rank leaders are
taken away and the others who take their place tire and are
influenced more by the static element of their class, That has
been wvery evident during our recent struggle when our
propertied classes were hit hard by the Government's drastic
policy of seizure and confiscation of monies and properties, and
were thus induced to bring pressure for the suspension of the

struggle.
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How is this problem to be solved then? Inevitably we
must have middle class leadership but this must look more and
more towards the masses and draw strength and inspiration
from them., The Congress must be not only for the masses, as
it claims to be, but of the masses; only then will it really be for
the masses. | have a feeling that our relative weakness today
is due to a certain decay of our middle class elements and our
divorce from the people at large. Our policies and ideas are
governed far more by this middle class outlook than by a
consideration of the needs of the great majority of the population.
Even the problems that trouble us are essentially middle class
problems, like the communal problem, which have no significance
for the masses.

This is partly due, | think, to a certain historical growth
during the last fifteen years to which we have failed to adapt
ourselves, to a growing urgency of economic problems affecting
the masses, and to a rising mass consciousness which does not
find sufficient outlet through the Congress. This was not
so in 1920 and later when there was an organic link between
Congress and the masses, and their needs and desires, vague
as they were, found expression in the Congress, But as those
needs and desires have taken more definite shape, they have
not been so welcome to other elements in the Congress and
that organic connection has gone. That, though regrettable, is
really a sign of growth and, instead of lamenting it, we must
find a new link and a new connection on a fresh basis which
allows for growth of mass consciousness within the Congress.
The middle class claim to represent the masses had some justifica-
tion in 1920; it has much less today, though the lower middle
classes have still a great deal in common with the masses,

Partly also our divorce from the people at large is due to
a certain narrowness of our Congress constitution, The radical
changes made in it fifteen years ago brought it in line with
existing conditions then and it drew in large numbers and became
an effective instrument of national activity. Though the control
and background were essentially middle-class and city, it reached
the remotest village and brought with it political and economic
consciousness to the masses and there was wide-spread discussion
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of national issues in city and village alike, One could feel the
new life pulsating through this vast land of ours and, as we were
in harmony with it, we drew strength from it. The intense
repression by the Government during later years broke many of
our physical and outward bonds with our countryside. But
something more than that happened. The vague appeal of earlier
days no longer sufficed, and on the new economic issues that
were forcing themselves on us, we hesitated to give a definite
opinion. Worse even than the physical divorce, there was a
mental divorce between the middle class elements and the mass
clements, Our constitution no longer fitted in with changing
conditions; it lost its roots in the soil and became a matter of
small committees functioning in the air. It still had the mighty
prestige of the Congress name behind it and this carried it a long
way, but it had lost the living democratic touch., It became a
prey to authoritarianism and a battleground for rival cliques
fighting for control, and, in doing so, stooping to the lowest and
most objectionable of taclics. Idcelism disappeared and in its
place there came opportunism and corruption,” The constitutional
structure of the Congress was unequal to facing the new situa-
tion; it could be shaken up anywhere almost by a handful of
unscrupulous individuals, Only a broad democratic basis could
have saved it and this was lacking.

Last year an attempt was made to revise the constitution
in order to get rid of some of these evils, How far the attempt
has succeeded or not | am not competent to judge. Perhaps it
has made the organization more cfficient, but cfficiency means
little if it has no strength behind it, and styength, for us, can only
come from the masses. "The present constitution stresses still
further the authoritarian side of the organization, and in spite of
stressing rural representation does not provide cifective links
with the masses,- )

The real problem for us is, how in our struggle for indepen-
dence we can join together all the anti-imperialist forces in the
country, how we can make a broad front of our mass elements
with the great majority of the middle classes which stands for
independence. There has been some talk of a joint front but, so
far as [ can gather, this refers to some alliance among the upper
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classes, probably at the expense of the masses. That surely can
never be the idea of the Congress and if it favors it, it betrays
the interests it has claimed to represent, and loses the very reason
for its existence. The essence of a joint popular front must be
uncompromising opposition to imperialism, and the strength of it
must inevitably come from the active participation of the peasantry
and workers.

Perhaps you have wondered at the way | have dealt at some
length with the background of international affairs and not
touched so far the immediate problems that fill your minds. You
may have grown impatient, But | am convinced that the only
right way of looking at our own problems is to see them in their
proper place in a world setting. | am convinced that there is
intimate connection between world events, and our national
problem is but a part of the world problem of capitalist-imperial-
ism. To look at each event apart from the others and without
understanding the connection between them must lead us to the
formation of erratic and erroneous views, Look at the wvast
panorama of world change today, where mighty forces are at
grips with each other and dreadful war darkens the horizon.
Subject peoples struggling for freedom and imperialism crushing
them down ; exploited classes facing their exploiters and seeking
freedom and equality. Italian imperialism bombing and kiiling the
brave Ethiopians; Japanese imperialism continuing its aggression
in North China and Mongolia; British imperialism piously object-
ing to other countries misbehaving, yet carrying on in much the
same way in India and the Frontier; and behind it all a decay-
inge conomic order which intensifies all these conflicts. Can
we not see an organic connection in all these various pheno-
mena? Let us try to develop the historic sense so that we «can
view current events in proper perspective and understand
their real significance, Only then can we appreciate the march
of history and keep step with it.

1 realize that in this address 1 am going a little beyond the
usual beat of the Congress president. Butl do not want you
to have me under any false pretences and we must have perfect
frankness with each other. Most of you must know my views

on social and economic matters for [ have often given expression
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to them. Yet you chose me as president. | do not take that

choice to mean an endorsement by you all, or by a majority, of
those views, but | take it that this does mean that those views
are spreading in India and that most of you will be indulgent in
considering them at least.

[ am convinced that the only key to the solution of the
world’s problems and of India’s problems lies in socialism, and
when | use this word I do so not in a vague humanitarian way
but in the scientific, economic sense. Socialism is, however,
something even more than an economic doctrine ; it is a philo-
sophy of life and as such also it appeals to me. [ see no way
of ending the poveity, the vast unemployment, the degradation
and the subjection of the Indian people except through socialism.
That involves vast and revolutionary changes in our political
and social structure, the ending of vested interests in land and
industry, as well as the feudal and autocratic Indian States
system, That means the ending of private property, except in
a restricted sense, and the replacement of the present profit
system by a higher ideal of co-operative service. [t means ulti-
mately a change in our instincts and habits and desires. In
short, it means a new civilization, radically different from the
present capitalist order. Some glimpse we can have of this
new civilization in the territories of the U. S. S. R, Much has
happened there which has pained me greatly and with which 1
disagree, but [ look upon that great and fascinating unfolding of
a new order and a new civilization as the most promising feature
of our dismal age. /If the future is full of hope it is largely
because of Soviet Russia and what it has done, and | am con-
vinced that, if some world catastrophe does not intervene, this
new civilization will spread to other lands and put an end to the
wars and conflicts which capitalism feeds. .

I do not know how or when this new order will come to
India. I imagine that every country will fashion it after its own way
and fit it in with its national genius. But the essential basis of that
order must remain and be a link in the world order that will
emerge out of the present chaos,

Socialism is thus for me not merely an economic doctrine
which 1 favour ; it is a vital creed which I hold with all my head
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and heart. | work for Indian independence because the nationa-
list in me cannot tolerate alien domination ; | work for it even
more because for me it is the inevitable step to social and
economic change. [ should like the Congress to become a
socialist organization and to join hands with the other forces in
the world who are working for the new civilization. But | realize
that the majority in the Congress, as it is constituted today,
may not be prepared to go thus far. We are a nationalist
organizalion and we think and work on the nationalist plane,
It is evident enough now that this is too narrow even for the
limited objective of political independence, and so we talk of the
masses and their economic needs, But still most of us hesitate,
because of our nationalist backgrounds, to take a step which
might frighten away some vested interests. Most of those
interests are already ranged against us and we can expect little
from them except opposition even in the political struggle.
Much as | wish for the advancement of socialism in this
country, [ have no desire to force the issue in the Congress and
thereby create difficulties in the way of our struggle for indepen-
dence. | shall cooperate gladly and with all the strength in me
with all those who work for independence even though they do
not agree with the socialist solution. But] shall do so stating
my position frankly and hoping in course of time to convert the
Congress and the country to it, for only thus can I see it achiev-
ing independence. It should surely be possible for all of us who
believe in independence to join our ranks together even though
we might differ on the social issue, The Congress has been in
the past a broad front representing various opinions joined
together by that common bond. It must continue as such even
though the difference of those opinions becomes more marked.
How does socialism fit in with the present ideology of the
Congress ?* 1 do not think it does. [ Lelieve in the rapid indus-
trialization of the country and only thus I think will the standards
of the people rise substantially and poverty be combatted. Yet
I have cooperated whole-heartedly in the past with the khadi
programme and [ hope to do so in the future because [ beljeve
that khadi and village industries have a definite place in our

present economy. They have a social, a political and an economic
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value which is difficult to measure but which is apparent enough
to those who have studied their cffects. But | look upon them
more as temporary expedienis of a transition stage rather than
as solutions of our vital problems. That transition stage might be
a long one, and in a country like India, village industries
might well play an important, though subsidiary, rcle even after
the development of industrialism.  But though I cooperate in the
village industries programme my ideological approach to it differs
considerably from that of many others in the Congress who are
opposed to industrialization and socialism.

The problem of untouchability and the Harijans again can
be approached in different ways. For a socialist it presents no
difficully for under socialism there can be no such differentiation
or victimization. Economically speaking, the Harijans have con-
stituted the landless proletariat and an economic solution re-
moves the social barriers that custom and tradition have raised.

| come now to a question which is probably occupying your
minds —the new Act passed by the British Parliament and our
policy in regard to it, This Act has come into being since the
last Congress met, but even at that time we had had a foretaste
of it in the shape of the White Paper, and | know of no abler
analysis of those provisions than that contained in the presidential
address of my predecessor in this high office. The Congress
rejected that proposed constitution and resolved to have nothing
to do with it. The new Act, as is well known, is an even more
retrograde mcasure and has been condemned by even the most
moderate and cautious of our politicians. If we rejected the White
Paper, what then are we to do with this new charter of slavery
to strengthen the bonds of imperialist domination and to inten-
sify the exploitation of our masses? And even if we forget its
content for a while, can we forget the insult and injury that have
accompanied it, the contemptuous defiance of our wishes, the
suppression of civil libertics and the widespread repression that
has been our normal lot? If they had offered to us the crown
of heaven with this accompaniment and with dishonour, would we
not have spurned it as inconsistent with our national honour
and self-respect¥ What then of this ¢

A charter of slavery is no law for the slave, and though we
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may perforce submit for a while to it and to the humiiliation of
ordinances and the like, inherent in that enforced cubmission is
the right and the desire to rebel against it and to end it.

Our lawyers have examined this new constitution and have
condemned it. But constjtutions are something much more than
legal documents. “The real constitution” said Ferdinand Lassalle,
consists of “the actual relationships of power,”” and the working
of this power we see even today, after the Act has been passed,
That is the constitution we have to face, not the fine phrases
which are sometimes presented to us, and we can only deal with
it with the strength and power generated by the people of the
country,

To this Act our attitude can only be one of uncompromising
hostility and a constant endeavour to end it. How can we do
this?

Since my return from Europe | have had the advantage of
full and frank discussion with my colleagues of the Working Com-
mittee. All of us have agreed that the Act has to be rejected
and combatted, but all of us have not been able to agree to the
manner of doing so. We have pulled together in the past and 1
earnestly hope that we shall do so in the future, but in order to
do so effectively we must recognize that there are marked diffe-
rences in our outlooks. |do not yet know, as1 write, what the
final recommendation of the Working Committee will be on this
issue. I can only, therefore, venture to put before you my own
personal views on the subject, not knowing how far they represent
the views of Congressmen. 1 should like to make it clear, how-
ever, in fairness to my old colleagues of the Working Committee,
that the majority of them do not agree with all the viewsI am
going to express. But whether we agree or disagree, or whether
we agree to differ, there is a strong desire on our part to con-
tinue tc cooperate together, laying stress on our many points of
agreement rather than on the differences Thatis the right course
for us and, as & democratic organization, that is the only course
open {0 us.

I think that, under the circumstances, we have no choice but
to contest the election to the new provincial legislatures, in the
event of their taking place. We should seek clection on the
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basis of a detailed political and economic programme, with our
demand for a Constituent Assembly in the fore front. | am con-
vinced that the only solution of our political and communal
problems will come through such an Assembly, provided it is
elected on an adult franchise and a mass basis. That Assembly
will not come into existence till at least a semi-revolutionary
situation has been created in this country and the actual relation-
ships of power, apart from paper constitutions, aresuch that
the people of India can make their will felt, When that will
happen | cannot say, but the world is too much in the grip of
dynamic forces today to admit of static conditions in India or
elsewhere for long, We may thus have to face this issue sooner
than we might expect. But, obviously, a Constituent Assembly
will not come through the new Act or the new legislatures. Yet
we must press this demand and keep it before our country and
the world, so that when the time comes we may be ripe
for it.

A Constituent Assembly is the only proper and democratic
method for the framing of our constitution, and for its delegates
then to negotiate a treaty with the representatives of the British
Government. But we cannot go to it with blank minds in the
hope that something good will emerge out of it. Such an Assem-
bly, in order to be fruitful, must have previous thought behind
it and a definite scheme put forward by an organized group.
The actual dctails, as to how the Assembly is 10 be convened,
must depend on the circumstances then existing and need not
trouble us now. But it will be our function as the Congress to
know exactly what we are after, to place this clearly and definite-
ly before the Asscmbly, and to press for its acceptance.

One of the principal reasons for our sceking election will be
to carry the message of the Congress to the millions of voters
and to the scores of millions of the disfranchised, to acquaint them
with our future programme and policy, to make the masses
realize that w e not only stand for them but that we are of them
and seek to cooperate with them in removing their social and
economic burdens, OQur appeal and message will not be limited
to the voters, for we must remember that hundreds of millions are
disfranchised and they need our help most for they are at the
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bottom of the social ladder and suffer most from exploitation,
We have seen in the past wide-spread official interference in the
elections; we shall have to face that, as well as the serried and
monied ranks of the reactionaries. But the real danger will come
from our toning down our programme and policy in order to win
over the hesitating and compromising groups and individuals, If
we compromise on principles, we shall fall between two stoolsand
deserve our fall. The only right way and the only safe way is to
stand four-square on our own programme and to compromise
with no one who has opposed the national struggle for freedom
in the past, or who is in any way giving support to British
imperialism,

When we have survived the election, what then are we to do?
Office or no office? A secondary matter perhaps, and yet
behind that issue lie deep questions of principle and vital diffe-
rences of outlook, and a decision on that, either way, has far-
reaching consequences., Behind it lies, somewhat hidden, the
question of independence itself and whether we seek revolution-
ary changes in India or are working for petty reforms under the
aegis of British imperialism. We go back again in thought to the
clash of ideas which preceded the changes in the Congress in
1920. We made a choice then deliberately and with determina-
tion and discarded the old sterile creed of reformism, Are we
to go back again to that blind and suffocating lane after all these
years of brave endeavour, and to wipe out the memory of what
we have done and achieved and suffered ? That is the issue and
let none of us forget it when we have to give our decision. In
this India, crying aloud for radical and fundamental change, in
this world pregnant with revolutionary and dynamic possibility,
are we to forget our mission and our historic destiny, and slide
back to static futility? And if some of us feel tired and hunger
for rest and quiet, do we imagine that India’s masses will follow
our lead, when elemental forces and economic necessity are driv-
ing them to their inevitable goal ¥ If we enter the back waters,
others will take our place on the bosom of the flowing stream and
will dare to take the rapids and ride the torrent,

How has this question arisen ? If we express our hostility to
the Act and reject the entire scheme, does it not follow logically that
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we should have nothing to do with the working of it and should
prevent its functioning, in so far as we can? To accept office and
ministry, under the conditions of the Act, is to negative our rejec-
tion of it and to stand self-condemned. National honour and self-
respect cannot accept this position, for it would inevitably mean
our cooperation in some measure with the repressive apparatus of
imperialism, and we would become partners in this repression and
in the exploitation of our people. Of course we would try to
champion the rights of the people and would protest against re-
pression, but as ministers under the Act, we could do very little
to give relief, and we would have to share responsibility for the
administration with the apparatus of imperialism, for the deficit
budgets, for the suppression of labour and the peasantry, It is
always dangerous to azsume responsibility without power, even in
democratic countries; it will be far worse with this undemocratic
constitution, hedged in with safeguards and reserved powers and
mortgaged funds, where we have to follow the rules and regula-
tions of our opponents’ making. Imperialism sometimes talks of
cooperation but the kind of cooperation it wants is usually known
as surrender, and the ministers who accept office will have to do
to at the price of surrender of much that they might have stood
for in public. That is a humiliating position which self-respect
itself should prevent one from accepting. For our great national
organization to be parly to it is to give up the very basis and
background of our existence.

Self-respect apart, common sense tclls us that we can lose
much and gain little by acceptance of office in terms of the Act.
We cannot get much out of it, or else our criticism of the Act
itself is wrong, and we know that it is mot so. The big things
for which we stand will fade into the background and petty issues
will absorb our attenticn, and we shall lose ourselves in compro-
miscs and communal tangles, and disillusion with us will spread
over the land. If we have a majority, and only then can the
question of acceptance of office arise, we shall be in a position to
dominate the situation and to prevent reactionaries and imperial-
ists from profitting by it. Office will not add to our real

strength, it will only weaken us by making us responsible for
many things that we utterly dislike,
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Again, if we are in a minority, the question of office does
not arise, It may be, however, that we are on the verge of a
majority and with the cooperation of other individuals and groups
we can obtain office. There is nothing inherently wrong in our
acting together with others on specific issues of civil liberty or
economic or other demands, provided we do not compromise on
any principle. But [ can imagine few things more dangerous and
more likely to injure us than the acceptance of office on the
sufferance of others. That would be an intolerable position.

It is said that our chances at the elections would increase if
we announced that we were prepared to accept offices and minis-
tries, Perhaps that might be so for all manner of other people,
eager for the spoils and patronage that office gives, would then
hurry to join us. Does any Congressman imagine that this would
be desirable development or that we would gain strength thereby ¢
Again it is said that more voters would vote for us if they knew
that we were going to form ministries,. That might happen if we
deluded them with,false promises of what we might do for them
within the Act, but a quick nemesis would follow our failure to
give effect to those promises, and failure would be inevitable if
the promises were worth while.

There is only one straight course open to us, to go to the
people with our programme and make it clear to them that we
cannot give effect to the major items in it under present condi-
tions, and therefore, while we use the platform of the legisla-
tures to press that programme, we seek to end these imperialist
bodies by creating deadlocks in them whenever we are in a posi-
tion to do so. Those deadlocks should preferably take place on
those programmes so that the masses might learn how ineffective
for their purposes are these legislatures.

One fact is sometimes forgotten—the provision for second
chambers in many of the provinces. These chambers will be
reactionary and will be exploited by the Governor to check any
forward tendencies in the lower house. They will make the position
of a minister, who seeks advance, even more difficult and unen-
viable.

Some people have suggested, though their voices are hushed
now, that provincial autonomy might be given on this office issue
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and each Provincial Congress Committeec should be empowered
to decide it for its own province, An astonishing and fatal
suggestion playing inlo the hands of our imperialist rulers. We
who have laboured for Indian unity can never be parties to any
proposal which tends to lessen that unity. That way lies disaster
and a disruption of the forces working for freedom. If we agree
to this, why then should we also not agree to the communal issue
being decided provincially, or many other issues, where individual
provinces might think differently ¥  First issues will sink into
the background, independence itself will fade away, and the nar-
rowest provincialism raise its ugly head. Qur policy must be
uniform for the whole of India, and it must place first things first,
and independence is the first thing of all.

So that | am convinced that for the Congress to favour the
acceptance of office, or even to hesilale and waver about it,
would be a vital error. It will be a pit from which it would be
difficult for us to come out, Practical statesmanship is against
it, as well as the traditions of the Congress and the mentality we
have sought to develop in the people. Psychologically, any such
lead might have disastrous consequences, If we stand for revo-
lutionary changes, as we do, we have to cultivate a revolutionary
mentality among our people, and anything that goes against it is
harmful to our cause,

This psychological aspectis important. For we must never
forget, and never delude our masses into imagining, that we can
get any real power or real freedom through working these legis-
latures. We may use them certainly to advance our cause to
some extent, but the burden of the struggle for freedom must fall
on the masses, and primarily, therefore, our effective work must
lie outside these legislatures. Strength will come from the masses
and from our work among them and our organization of them.

Of secondary importance though the work in the legislatures
is, we may not treat it casually and allow it to become a hindrance
to our other work., Therefore it is necessary for the Congress,
through its executive, to have direct control over the elections and
the programme placed before the country, as well as the activity
in the legislatures. Such control will inevitably be exercised
through committees and boards appointed for the purpose, but
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the continued existence of semi-autonomous parliamentary boards
seems to be undesirable, Provision should also be made for a
periodical review of all such activities so that Congressmen in
general and the country should keep in touch with them and
should influence them.

We have considered the provincial elections which, it is said,
may take placc carly next year. The time is far off yet and it is
by no means impossible that these elections may not take place
for a much longer time, or may not take place at all, and the new
Act may take its rightful place in oblivion. Much may happen
in the course of the next year, and war is ever on the horizon, to
upset the schemes and time-tables of our rulers. But we cannot
speculate on this and we have to make provision for contingencies.
That decision might even have been delayed, but dangerous and
compromising tendencies seek to influence Congress policy, and
the Congress cannot remain silent when the issue is raised and its
whole future is in the balance. )

The provincial legislatures may come, but few persons, I
imagine, are confident about the coming of the federal part of
this unholy structure. So far as we are concerned we shall fight
against it to our utmost strength, and the primary object of our
creating deadlock in the provinces and making the new Act diffi-
cult of functioning, is to kill the Federation. With the Federation
dead, the provincial end of the Act will also go and leave the
slate clean for the people of India to write on. That writing,
whatever it be, can never admit the right of the Indian States to
continue as feudal and autocratic monarchies. They have long
survived their day, propped up by an alien Power, and have become
the strangest anomalies in a changing world. The future has no
place for autocracy or feudalism; a free India cannot tolerate
the subjection of many of her children and their deprivation of
human rights, nor can it ever agree to a dissection of its body
and a cutting up of its limbs. If we stand for any human, politi-
cal, social or economic rights for ourselves, we stand for those
identical rights for the people of the States.

I have referred to the terrible suppression of civil liberties
by the British Government in India. But in the States matters
are even worse, and though we know that the real power be-
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hind those States is that of British imperialism, this tragic sup-
pression of our brothers by their own countrymen is of painful
significance, Indian Rulers and their ministers have spoken and
acted increasingly in the approved fascist manner, and their
record during the past few years especially has been one of agg-
ressive opposition to our national demands. States which are
considered advanced ban thec Congress organization and offer
insult to our national flag, and decree new laws to suppress the
Press. What shail we say of the more backward and primitive
States?

There is one more matter concerning the Constitution Act
which has given rise to much controversy. This is the communal
decision. Many people have condemned it stongly and, | think,
rightly; few have a good word forit’ My own view-point is,
however, somewhat different from that of others. [ am not con-
cerned so much with what it gives to this group or that but
more so with the basic idea behind it. It secks to divide India
into numerous separate compartments, chiefly on a religious basis,
and thus makes the development of democracy and economic
policy very difficult, Indeed the communal decision and demo-
cracy can never go together, We have to admit that, under
present circumstances, and so long as our politics are dominated
by middle class elements, we cannot do away with communalism
altogether. But to make a necessary exception in favour of
our Muslim or Sikh friends is one thing, to spread this evil prin-
ciple to numerous other groups and thus to divide up the electo-
ral machinery and the legislature into many compartments, is a
far more dangerous proposition. If we wish 1o function demo-
cratically the proposed communal arrangemient will have to go,
and | have no doubt that it will go. But it will not go by the
methods adopted by the aggressive opponents of the decision.
These methods result inevitably in perpetuating the decision for
they help in continuing a situation which prevents any reconsi-
deration,

I have not been enamoured of the past Congress policy in
regard to the communal question and its attempts to make pacts
and compromiscs. Yet essentially | think it was based on a
sound instinct, First of all the Congress always put ‘indepen=
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dence first and other questions, including the communal one,
second, and refused to allow any of those other questions to take
pride of place. Secondly, it argued that the communal problem
had arisen from a certain set of circumstances which enabled the
third party to exploit the other two. In order to solve it, one
had either to get rid of the third party (and that meant indepen-
dence), or get rid of that set of circumstances, which meant a
friendly approach by the parties concerned and an attempt
to soften the prejudice and fear that filled them. Thirdly, that
the majority community must show generosity in the matter to
allay the fear and suspicion that minorities, even though unrea-
sonably, might have. :

. That analysis is, | think, perfectly sound. 1 would add that,
in my opinion, a real solution of the problem will only come
when economic issues, affecting all religious groups and cutting
across communal boundaries, arise, Apart from the upper middle
classes, who live in hopes of office and patronage, the masses
and the lower middle classes have to face identical political and
economic problems. It is odd and significant that all the commu-
nal demands of any group, of which so much is heard, have noth-
ing whatever to do with these problems of the masses and the
lower middle classes.

It is also signiﬁéant that the principal communal leaders,
Hindu or Moslem or others, are pclitical reactionaries, quite apart
from the communal question, It is sad to think how they have
sided with British imperialism in vital matters, how they have given
their approval to the suppression of civil liberty, how during
these years of agony they have sought to gain narrow profit for
their group at the expense of the larger cause of freedom. With
them there can be no cooperation, for that would mean coopera-
tion with reaction. Butl am sure that with the larger masses
and the middle classes, who may have temporarily been led away
by the specious claims of their communal leaders, there must be
the fullest cooperation, and out of that cooperation will come a
fairer solution of this problem.

I am afraid | cannot get excited over this commual issue,
important as it is temporarily. It is after all a side issue and it
can have no real importance in the larger scheme of thinsg,
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Those who think of it as the major issue, think in terms of British
imperialism continuing permanently in this country. Without
that basis of thought, they would not attach so much importance
to one of its inevitable ofi-shoots. [ have no such fear and
so my vision of a future India contains neither imperialism nor
communalism,

Yet the present difficulty remains and has to be faced.
Especially our sympathy must go to the people of Bengal who
have suffered most from these communal decisions, as well as
from the heavy hand of the Government. Whenever opportunity
offers to improve their situation in a friendly way, we must seize
it. But always the background of our action must be the
national struggle for independence and the social freedom of the
masses. .

T have referred previously to the growing divorce between
our organization and the masses. Individually many of us still
have influence with the masses and our word carries weight
with them, and who can measure the love and reverence of India's
millions for our leader, Gandhiji? And yet organizationally we
have lost that intimate touch that we had. The social reform
activities of the Khadi and village industries and Harijan organi-
zations keep large numbers of our comrades in touch with the
masses and those contacts bear fruit. But they are essentially
non-political and so, politically, we have largely lost touch.
There are many reasons for this and some are beyond our
control, OQur present Congress constitution is, [ feel, not heipful
in developing these contacts or in encouraging enough the
democratic spirit in its primary committees. These committees
are practically rolls of voters who meet only to elect delegates or
representatives, and take no part in discussion or the formation of
policy.

"It is interesting to read in that monumental and impressive
record, the Webbs’ new book on Russia, how the whole Soviet
structure is based on a wide and living democratic foundation,
Russia is not supposed to be a democratic country after the
Western pattern, and yet we find the essentials of democracy
present in far greater degree amongst the masses there than any-
where else. The six hundred thousand towns and villages there
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have a vast democratic organization, each with its own soviet,
constantly discussing, debating, criticizing, helping in the formula-
tion of policy, electing representatives to higher committees.
This organization as citizens covers the entire population over 18
years of age. There is yet another vast organization of the
people as producers, and a third, equally vast, as consumers.
And thus scores of millions of men and women are constantly
taking part in the discussion of public affairs and actually in the
administration of the country. There has been no such practical
application of the democratic process in history. -~

All this is of course utterly beyond us, for it requires a
change in the political and economic structure and much else
before we can experiment that way. But we can profit by that
example still and try in our own limited way to develop demo-
cracy in the lowest rungs of the Congress ladder and make the
primary committee a living organization,

An additional method for us to increase our contacts with
the masses is to organize them as producers and then affiliate
such organizations to the Congress .or have full cooperation
between the two. Such organizations of producers as exist to-
day, such as trade unions and peasant unions, as well as other
anti-imperialist organization could also be brought within this
sphere of mutual cooperation for the good of the masses and
for the struggle for national freedom. Thus Congress could have
an individual as well as a corporate membership, and retaining
its individual character, could influence, and be influenced by,
other mass elements,” '

These are big changes that | have hinted at, and 1 am by no
means sure how they can be brought about, or whether it is
possible to go far in this direction in the near future. Still we
must move to some extent at least if we are to have our roots in
the soil of India and draw life and strength from its millions.
The subject is fascinating but complicated and can only be
tackled by an expert committee which [ trust will be appointed
on behalf of the Congress. The report of that committee must
be freely discussed so as to get the widest backing for it.

All this will take us to the next Congress. Meanwhile per
haps some urgent changes are needed in our constitution to
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remove anomalies and avoid difficulties, Owing to my absence |
have had little experience of the working of the new constitution
and cannot make any concrete suggestions. The reduction in the
numbers of delegates and A, 1. C. C. members would be, to some
extent, desirable if there was a background of wide-spread activity
in the primary and sccondary committees, Without it, it makes
us even less responsive to mass opinion, and, thercfore, an
incrcase seems desirable, But the real solution is to increase the
interest and day to day activity of the lower committees.

[ have been told that the manual labour franchise has not
been a success and has led to a great deal of evasion. [f that is
so a change is desirable for a constitution must be such as can be
worked easily and without subterfuge, _

_* The Congress is an all-inclusive body and represents many
interests, but essentially it is a political organization with various
subsidiary and allied organizations, like the Spinners’ Association
and the Village Industries Association. These allied organizations
work in the economic ficld but they do not seek directly to re-
move the burdens of the peasantry under the present system of
land tenure. Nor can the Congress, situated as it is, wholly
function as a peasant arganization, although in many provinces it
has espoused the cause of the peasantry and brought them
much relief. It seems to me necessary that the Congress should
encourage the formation of the peasant unions as well as workers’
unions, and cooperate with such as already exist, so that the day
to day struggle of the masses might be carried on on the basis of
their economic demands and other grievances. This identification
of the Congress with the economic struggle of the masses will bring
us nearer to them and nearer to freedom than anything else. |
would welcome also the organization of other special interests,
like those of the women, in the general framework of our national
struggle for freedom. The Congress would be in a position to
coordinate all these vital aclivit_ics and thus to base itself on the
widest possible mass foundation,

) There has been some tal

(of a militant programme and
militant action.

I 'do not know what exactly is meant, but if
direct action on a national scale or civil disobedience are meant,
then | would say that I see no near prospect of them, Let us not
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indulge in tall talk before we are ready for big action. Our
business- today is to put our house in order, to sweep away
the defeatist mentality of some people, and to build up our
organization with its mass affiliations, as well as to work amongst
the masses. The time may come, and that sooner perhaps than
we expect, when we might be put to the test. Let us get ready
for that test, Civil disobedience and the like cannot be switched
on and off when we feel like doing so., It depends on many
things some of which are beyond our control, but in these days
of revolutionary change and constantly recurring crises in the
world, events often move faster than we do. We shall not look
for opportunities, A

"The major problem of India today is that of the land—of
rural poverty and unemployment and a thoroughly out-of-date
land system. A curious combination of circumstances has held
back India during the past few generations and the political and
economic garments it wears no longer fit it and are torn and
tattered. In some ways our agrarian conditions are not unlike
those of France a hundred and fifty years ago, prior {o the great
revolution. They cannot continue so for long. At the same
time we have become parts of international capitalism and we
suffer the pains and crises which afflict this decaying system. As
a result of these elemental urges and conflicts of world forces
what will emerge in India none can say. But we can say with
confidence that the present order has reached the evening of its
day, and it is up to us to try to mould the future as we would
like it to be, - '

The world is filled with rumours and alarms of war. In
Abyssinia bloody and cruel war has already gone on for many
months and we have watched anew how hungry and predatory
imperialism behaves in its mad search for colonial domains. We
have watched also with admiration the brave fight of the Ethio-
pians for their freedom against heavy odds. You will permit me,
I feel sure, to greet them on your behalf and express our deep
sympathy for them. Their struggle is something more than a
local struggle. [t is one of the first effective checks by an African
people on an advancing imperialism and already it has had far

reaching consequences.
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In the Far East also war hovers on the horizon and we see an
eastern imperialism advancing methodically and pitilessly over an-
cient China and dreaming of world empire. Imperialism shows
its claws wherever it may be, in the West or in the East.

In Europe an aggressive fascism or Naziism steps continuously
on the brink of war and vast armed camps arise in preparation for
what seems to be the inevitable end of all this. Nations join hands
to fight other nations, and progressive forces in each country ally
themselves to fight the fascist menace./

Where do we come in in this awful game? What part shall we
play in this approaching tragedy? It is dificult to say. But we
must not permit ourselves to be passive tools exploited for
imperialist ends, It must be our right to say whether we join a
war or not, and without that consent there should be no coopera-
tion from us, When the time comes we may have little say in the
matier, and so it becomes necessary for the Congress to declare
clearly now its opposition to India's participation in any imperia-
list war, and every woar that will be waged by imperialist Powers
will be an imperialist war, whatever the excuses put forward might
be, Therefore we must keep out of it and not allow Indian lives
and Indian money to be sacrificed.

[ To the progressive forces of the world, to those who stand
for human freedom and the breaking of political and social bonds,
we offer our full cooperation in their struggle against imperialism
and fascist reaction, for we rcalize that our struggle is a common
one. Qur grievance is not against any people or any country as
such, and we know that even in imperialist England, which thrott-
les us, there are many who do not love imperialism and who stand
for freedom, | :

During this period of difficulty and storm and stress, inevi-
tably our minds and hearts turn to our great leader who has gui-
ded us and inspired us by his dynamic personality these many
years. Physical illhealth prevents him now from taking his full
share in public activitics. OQur good wishes go out to him for his
rapid and complete recovery, and with those wishes is the selfish
desire to have him back again amongst us. We have differed
from him in the past and we shall differ from in the future

about many things, and it is right that each one of us
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should act up to his convictions. But the bonds that hold us
together are stronger and more vital than our differences, and
the pledges we took together still ring in our ears. How many
of us have that passionate desire for Indian independence and
the raising of our poverty-stricken masses which consumes him?
Many things he taught us long years ago it seems now—fearless
ness and discipline and the will to sacrifice ourselves for the
larger cause. That lesson may have grown dim but we have not
forgolten it, nor can we ever forget him who has made us what
we are and raised India again from the depths. The pledge of
independence that we took together still remains to be redeemed,
and we await again for him to guide us with his wise counsel,

But no leader, however great he be, can shoulder the burden
single-handed; we must all share it to the best of our ability and
not seek helplessly to rely on others to perform miracles. Leaders
come and go; many of our bestoved captains and comrades have
left us all too soon, but India goes on and so does India’s struggle -
for freedom. [t may be that many of us must suffer still and die
so that India may live and be free. The promised land may yet
be far from us and we may have to march wearily through the
deserts, but who will take away from us that deathless hope
which has survived the scaffold and immeasurable suffering and
sorrow; who will dare to crush the spirit of India which has
found re-birth again and again after sc many crucifixions?

¢ PL Jwwahar Lal Nehirn was vociferousty choeved when he finished
Fis address.}

Next Sri Kripalani, the Working General Secretary, then
read out the names of those associations, institutions and indivi-
duals from inside and outside India from whom messages of
greetings and Felicitations were received.

The messages had appeared in the press and were not read
for want of time. Relevant portions from the messages are given
in Appendix A at the end.

Srimati Mani Ben Kara extended the greetings of the All
India Trade Union Congress in a short Hindi speech.

The first three resolutions on the agenda, relating to Condo-
lence, Greetings to Prisoners and Arrest of Shri Subhas Bose
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were then moved from the . chair and adopted. The condolence
resolution was passed in silence, all standing. The resolutions were

as follows:—

1. CONDOLENCE

“This Congress expresses its sense of sorrow and loss at the
deaths of Sriyuts B. N. Sasmal, M. V. Abhyankar, A, T. Gidwani,
T. A. K. Sherwani, Arif Hasvi, Deep Narayan Singh, Shapurji
Saklatwala, Sir Dinshaw Wacha, Nabin Chandra Bardolai, Shri-
mati Kamla Nchru, Syts. Mohanlal Pandya, Seth Nathmal Choradia,
Ganpatrao Tikekar, T. V. Venkataram lyer, Aga Mohammad Saf-
dar and Mabadeo Prasad Scth.”

‘g4 Aerad! farafaiaa safwt A1 gog © e a1 gifs & e
TFE FA &, 9950 Ho THo THAN, THe Flo BUZL, Yo o fiTe-
a), flo Be Ho AN, AT gedl, ATARATAE, WL TFAa-
Fal, 8 M1 31, AFNATF S, Aued FAA AgE, T Ag-
WA atzm, @2 Agay S, auvatm [, e WMo FwEm
FAT W AGEAT AR N Rg2g9ag as 1"

2. GREETING TO PRISONERS, Ete,

“The Congress sends its grecting to the thousands of Indians
whom British imperialism keeps in prison, in detention and in exile,
and who suffer in silence and with brave endurance in the cause
of Indio’s freedom. In particular, the Congress sends affectionate
greetings to Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan, a member of the Working
Committee, and offers its earnest sympathy to the people of the
North-West Frontier Province, and of Midnapore District, and
other parts of Bengal, who have long had to endure the fiercest
repression under a regime approximating to Martial Law.”

‘i FAA 0H gRRE wRAED B apgag 94 8, awr s
aEnT Faem, ffaas w9 nfaam w8 'S awa
Y o= & fordt A AR WM 3 @ andth Sl € | faga
wErAaT A6N ®HA B GFFT A WA FEGATTERGE! B CWIAN (47
"R T § SR I 9RANT 3T HT QEAl a4 ma ¥ 7ex
wpl B EARA F 7 wIW s aggg® 9w w2 9@
AR AT § WAEAl D @ F BEAA B QIR TA0T 71 T

3. SHRI SUBHAS CHANDRA BQOSFE’S ARREST

“This Congress haslcarnt with indignation of the arrest under

Regulation Il of 1818 of Shri Subhas Bose on his return to India

after long exile, when he was on his way to attend this session of
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the Congress. This Congress considers it a further and signifi-
cant proof of how British imperialism continues to use its full
apparatus of repression to prevent normal political and personal
life in India. To Shri Subhas Chandra Bose the Congress sends
its warm greeting and sympathy.”

“gE WETEWT F a5 GARC a1 v gH 5 g T
forFardl wafs 9 SNMER $ @ AT D I ARG B A @
&, TR 3, G 15k, B TEICHC A 13 w@hE 9g wv| @ e
Hofmirm e 3 fod o1 W | AgenT g v 992 W8 B
Fra TR Sl @A TG § ARy gadfas 8o Jafes
S # wdamar g @ fa¥ W W oA s @ e e
AR WINIE a4 FEGAN 1 Haw Ay 8

The first day’s session thus came to end at 10 P. M,



40

Open Sesarion 13-4.36
SECOND DAY'S PROCEEDINGS

The second day’s session of the Congress commenced at
5-30 P. M. The President, ex-presidents, members of the Working
Committee and the chairman and the Secretary of the Reception
Committee again entered the Pandal in procession as on the
first day.

At the outset Panditji speaking in Hindustani reminded the
audience that it was April 13 on which day had occurred the
tragedy of Jallianwala Bagh 17 years ago, In the course of his
brief speech in Hindustani, the President said :—

= 59D (6 EAR Feaal gR &), 5w fza s awd w9
w31 FCA R 1 W &r g At g, ST g ot B w2 e sard
¥fer oy gu Feed oo @it &1 s @ 41 A et A
wRART # e Cew amar | 3w wex & a1 | gh fasw gan
AT ITH TEL A1 6 & w9 FFF F HW{ T@AI g A, WWED
%fmwﬁfwmﬁ:tﬂi‘f% fad ast H; gq&lmrﬁ 3 fa®
HI AT F! IgT FAAT1 59 geE ® qwig qaar s ARE
wia B AL (79 surd andra i oF tfagifas gz a9 W €, a8 B
a7 Frarh & f fre aceg s & fadt gal Rt § asnnagied
F1 =R 758 & | w7 N & @ § | Brelt gow A e B S o
T prE i At St | I TR g geE we s B feord w3
FIA-AE Al Fifry w73 € a7 a1 3% woed) g ama B arg A g |
Fel i EAR-GEF 8 s gt W€ 1 7 A feaa A, foat sic
gh-aM@mamH s iR R B I @wmTsaag
mrwmﬁwﬁwnafm%mnaﬁl

In commemoration of the day a two minutes’ silence was
observed, the whole congregation standing,

Thereafter the business on the agenda was taken up. The
following five resolutions (4) Suppression of Civil Liberties,
(5) Foreign Department, ( 6 ) Romain Rolland’s Invitation to the
World Peace Congress, (7} War Danger and (8} Sympathy for
Abyssinie, were moved from the chair and adopted :—

4. SUPPRESSION OF CIVIL LIBERTIES,

“The Congress draws public attention again to the widespread
end intensive suppression of civil and, in many instances, personal
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liberties in India by the British Government, with the object of
crushing the national and labour and peasant movements, In
particular, to the banning of hundreds of Congress and other
national organizations, and labour and peasant unions, and political
and other groups; seizure and continued possession by the Govern-
ment of many ashrams and other educational institutions; the
continuation of the Ordinance regime by the certification and
passage of the Criminal Law Amendment Act, even after its rejec-
tion twice by the Assembly, and the enactment of similar provincial
acts; the proscription and banning of books and periodicals; the
numerous Press Laws and censorship resulting in the suppression
of 348 newspapersin recent years and the forfeiture of large sums
deposited as securities; the detention of large number of people fos
indefinite periods without charge or trial, the numerous special
and additional disabilities under which the people of the Frontier
Province have to suffer; the many encroachments on personai
liberty in parts of Bengal; the restriction by externment, internment
and otherwise to the free movement of persons within the country,
thus preventing them from carrying on their usual occupations
" and business, and even obstructing humanitarian and relief work;
the application of measures like the Criminal Tribes Act and the
Foreigners’ Act to political workers; indiscriminate and wide-spread
searches of houses; the difficultics placed in the way of Indians
going abroad; and the barriers to the return home of many Indians
in foreign countries, who have thus to live in exile far from their
own people and their motherland. The Congress notes that at no
period since the great Revolt of 1857 has the suppression of civil
and personal liberties and the repression of the Indian people,
which is the normal feature of British administration in India to-
day, bezn so great as it is now. While recognizing that this extra-
ordinary suppression and repression are measures of the strength
and success of India’s struggle for freedom, the Congress desires
to point out that such is the background to the Constitution Act
in spite of the statements made by representatives of the British
Government that constitutional progress is being made in India.
“Further, the Congress deeply regrets that in the Indian States
there is a similar suppression of civil and personal liberties, and, in
many of them, conditions in this respect are even worse than in
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the rest of India and almost every kind of liberty is non-existent;
that in some States cven the Congress has been banned and
normal peaceful work of organization prevented, and insult offered
to the National Flag. The Congress realizes that the effective
power behind the States is that of the British Government and
many of the States are under the direct control of the British
Officers. Howsoever the responsibility for this deplorable state
of affairs might be shared between the British Government and
the Rulers of the States, the Congress declares that it can recog-
nize no differentiation in personal, civil and democratic liberties as
between the States and the rest of India.

“The Congress expresses the determination of the Indian people
that notwithstanding this attempt to paralyse national growth and
activity, they will continue to face the situation with courage and
fortitude and will carry on the struggle for freedom till indepen-
dence is achieved.”

Babu Purushottam Das Tandon explained in Hindi the meaning
of the above resolution onsuppression of civil liberties, as follows:i—

qg G | F99 WA dafws aur aries sireRl f SRt
2 @i TA9 R F W N e TEK F W F fem a1 @ 2,
i A 8, A 5 naAde Al W o ] f o, wegT A
fratat & eqst ® F99 a1 I™) 59 Gy § adgam og far
2 Fir g it &Y aqt g0 Ugh Sedrsit 1 gAA frn oo & =] A
& AL AR frawt  awrl qar 398 Uaafas dend q@ A w §
HOFR GR A5 & A F=a (%2 77 § HI Tga7 1 qred) shirwg
B 156l ag 9 I A faw O deard o &, Acdiew usa ww 2
=< AYAAT W OHEAT gFT A TN TR A WL T FA7 A4 91
aq1 gEY gHl AERL F FIFA B @A A QI @@ R, qgq @l
el i At B IAF F TFAI R W AGA A F@A FGH 76 TR
T am IR 13 g q4f # s TMWAR FI AT XA T VR I_S
T SRy A G 8 I AT FAT F=3 w R af, @iy 9 g
aft @ &1 @A B =gEd A P us "Ahaika ang ¥
fer s@endl # A ETTEE & AT O B Aadt etedt gy %
qi iy o} 1R Y \iE Al ¥ @ gl Tw @ oaga A
e ATl qrw § el v s ok S 30W w wm
AT Wf:c}%l}ﬂﬁ'xgar IFA A UF G 'R H O owsg W ZAra@r
T qEE ¥ =K 9rafzal a3y g
Ty qrr ;}: ;’;rjﬁ‘:;\r{ ::Namat it & frad wa-

TH-AT S e & axdl =i zaq §
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LT, FAAGRT £ 95 F AL F19 W 767 T /Fd, YIAETS FA-
FaIsl ¥ %2 A QO W W G30F oF 94 R A
g 1AW F4r aWa ® wHiAl 31 gaigar @ s §, G I @
WAt % e # #9399 oy S § wiR 9gd § wRdia S
33 § 37 WA TeT & IAF YT § THEE ) Sy & 139 FRw
T oA Wi AR WeR el 2T SwEad § @A g 2
SRS g5 3@ § 1D G (Ske b U5 B G1g T 9% AqARs qar
ST @Al B qHA HLH F WAFA o TATTT FNAY AT FY 0%
AT %3 STBQ & 9FT W@ T 98 TF /I A9 g Ty 8
${349 9§ FRA) & (B 39 THLF A7 @A @ @ wr § 1% wa
£ AR 71 g3 B AW GRRFIT w0 @ s 19 N FivE g
9% 3T 31 G § (% Ig VI HiA qS@ JNAS 0F2 HYRF & Y
1% RO 8@ 5 afiwITE | a9 waRm (Ha § % A A0
ST e { G fHa S W@ g |

O FEA T§ @ AT §F AN FE@I g 15 387 K & A
TE1 SBIT § ANNE q91 JAEF AT FI IHA (AT AETE HT
TN ¥ 9gT ¥ AT M@ B =i Wil & ¥ azae g@d & 1 981 9%
1R FEr 31 (B KFT 6 @FeAA § &7 281 A 9 ¥ $F § HAG
3 T 537G @M g &, ST Wi H A & 4 3t A% S g
R UENT BT &1 W[IAE (3A7 S § | w079 ag wAAT 19 3@
RAIEdt & 19I5 &2y ngnie Y QO wF ST § WL 9g7 @
Rares & €14 Ba wwed  =fa HE ) wa R EE qm
ATER SR aTaiiz SR Radl s § 19 +| a8 aar
FTET & (% S 9% IHS S AFRE @qaeaq 1 999 & g 6t
Raradt =T T9 WE § 205 wat adi aqwd; |

{99 WEINEGT T 30T IHE F@ET & 1% USIEEr 1 Tl
B T (Faar € = F R0 @ T 90 B NG T 3G GAA
| ¥ 919 00 WK ST 9 (% @ Iqaear A Q| 19 Sy
1 q3Ty L FE |

President “2N9% g &M gA faar | a8 sery @@ W
FEA £ Hid uF I9WEE w5 @ w7 81 dsmam Aarg
F HGH qg A9 g 17 :

The resolution was adopted, The second resolution regard-
ing the Foreign Department was then moved from the chair. The
President first read the resolution in English, -then explained it
in Hindi.

The resolution was as follow:s—
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5. FOREIGN DEPARTMENT

““The Congress authorises and directs the Working Committee
to organize a foreign department of the A L. C.C. office to work
under the general superintendence of the Working General
Secretary and with such special staff as may be necessary, with
a view to create and maintain contacts with Indians overseas, and
sith international, national, labour and other organizations abl_'oad
~ith whom cooperation is possible and is likely to help in the
cause of Indian freedom.”

AT, AT FIAQ AEF FRI BT AEABRL IS § HWT WET T E (&
€ AT WIATHT FIAg FAL FI OF FHAF A, AT AAHA
qqTa WEAT F) ST H FIW KU | ZH GO & TG HTAFAFTITAR
gaaar W g7 | gEF0 TET KRR Ag G 1% 35 Aarelt W |,
TSN AAT g4 gEdY Qersi B |E9E @ @ 941 9C aFes W
g HT @, (AQYH WG EIFITH NG F H 920 /A G/ |

Moving the resolution, the President said:—

g4 59 TN A T4t 9w gt 1 # awen ¥ 5 g w9n o
# =rard o @y Foon oot qEd agmman @ & @ wifer | Swd
A ag g 5 ga wwn A o @R g Wad A a3 sk wd
&7 WO T # femrea oY % A% # 1 gAL R gk I T WO
I8 B WG A T awA | g gt e A 9g &t A
mn f& e op ¥ awasaT TR 3 faars wT W 9T @ g
g2 §F R a‘:%h—-rr‘qsuﬁqamm?% 8 oh B ST g
IR & H a9 % g W | &/ W §FE 9 Wni‘rzﬁ qogaq Mamsy
21ed g% fad a9t 20y w00 66y ) e fargt & werey matwd
wf FTar ign aife faal #t okt 3g A A 2w S0 gak 3o-
it B Fryait & zm a9 @ )

6. ROMAIN ROLLAND'S INVITATION TO THE WORLD
PEACE CONGRESS

“This Congress, having considered the invitation of Monsieur
Romain Rolland, Honorary President of the World Committee of
the struggle against War and Fascism, to participate in the World
Congress for peace to be held in Geneva in September next, con-
veys its greetings to the organizers of the Peace Congress and its
assurances of its full sympathy and cooperation in the great work
of ensuring peace in the world based on national and social free-
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dom. The Congress is convinced that such a peace can only be
established on an enduring basis when the causes of war are re-

moved and the domination and exploitation of nation by nation
is ended.”

o, 9§ FA9 A QAT &, % 33 Foen 3 AeAma-
sIdt 49 & HIAES 9 S IF (AR 9T, Y SFEN ar F wEE
WWam Are § g Siw GEsad qife olag @ 0% €8 F [
¥t £, faa v mi ofeg 8 HamEt B aaR F1 Ry J=d
2 sl 9 fuysam famh 2 5 s faeg s H g qut amfss
A1 W FE B TR IGAE B A S R 59 F9T 6 U
aEIfT A% | 8 | §a FH § B 45 W (e § 6 TER § af
aif #if@ ) aFA 8 911 f5 9% 5 o0 Fm A2 § I =R O
¥u @ g6 3y 9T USQEd HK I §9H 8 J1F |

The president made the following speech on the resolution:—

duR § 27 ita w@hg g wdr £ 7 fo® a5t R Femat $ w
& o AL &Y TFAT | =T ¥4l g Gow § Arg-Ag A g8 & 7 gafed
Fr QT T & SET w2 # 5 GaR A g &) S Qe fra @ B
¥y FIRT AT FCET) A A A8 F@T & 06 g 0% IoH W g HOw
G & FF sawr gfts ga-1 &t 5 Zat 99% ama fac 7 o1 9% | &%
HIE AT GRS A AT 8, (A @edl R a7 o it 957
T 75l FE NN L AR 99 g9 qat Y A H |/ (Had a9 2
7g 3@A1 ? | ST @ KIS Ta miE w1 O /Y ge s | 98
AP ! T FE A Wi TET S A AT TGRS
aw TeME I LR gER ST G | w FT 47 @A g
quisa SHET & | 3 40 29 atE ¥ 30wl v E e £ 1 oF avn
At oF H7 At 7T @ T gEA W AN FH 9B I W AASE I
w2 el i dar Hus fratg R awd 8 o i gam
T CFEAl ST & O g 1 R & X g9 W U7 A W wfan
aetigd Al Qi A g9 weke Aol gagdl @A d e e
HETEAE W H AT 3 e AT SEr o SO0 2 | ena ag
A foraa ol feen fr g @ e a § =g wiafafy d§6T a1 a8
= @ Fe @ EFT e S ) sEifRe 98 9@ e g§ Maue
el

President: ST TF S&113 91 99 q¢ /%3 © @@ § o 5T 9 &1
s qzAr ¥, Afea it & iy @i, e faw 2 Faa @
9z Tt ¥ 1 § ag = an 5 a8 awmE Samn = IR WA "1 3899
T2 @ N g 35 F9gREt 3 sruag @ I Eiw ® ¥ arfe
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q% AN AT S WL AT GEET R W q57 5 FF | A 39F 99
F Jgat) Safvaq A &1 A T8 T €T 2 ) TEAITIE TEC E—
7. WAR DANGER
“The Congress, at its sessions held in Madras in 1927, drew
the attention of the country to the danger of imperialist war and
the possibility of India being made a tool in such a conflict for
imperialist purposes, and declared the right of the Indian people
to refuse to participate in any such war without their express
permission. That danger has become more evident and urgent
since then with the growth of fascist dictatorships, the [talian
attack on Abyssinia, the continuing Japanese aggression in North
China end Mongolia, the rivalrics and conflicts of the great im-
perialist Powers, and the feverish growth of armamernts, and vast
and terrible war threatens the world. In such a war an attempt
will inevitably be made to drag in and exploit India to her mani-
fest disadvantage and for the benefit of British imperialism. The
Congress therefore reiterates its old resolve and warns the people
of the country against this danger, and declares its opposition to
the participation of India in any imperialist war.”
=4 5@ FAE TATQ F 1R B ylE@AT#{ 30w A amrEE
I8 % JAL q41 0F WA I @HrEAE F 3 F @ wwa € sgn
JA TR F W G A1 Ag @A FRAr A v 1 g5 ed
4571 % (96 GEAVT A T | HY 9 S AT 3 FIT 9% 741 § FRW
s bl # $fate aqE; FEW fea 91 W@IE, 2 573 I gHAT BT T
&, T AT IFA T T Gotifqrar & == a5 wm &) 2, el
N sEAEEAE A F TYQ F FOZ T TAT 753 71 E 2, giqaRi N
gfz agl iFar % Ay g W) YW VA F QWA 0F ALY A JaQ
H Wi €1 €\ WA gg # nazaRq 9g 99 fBA waE1 (5 wig w1
zad UIWT F WEARA FA T A T8 |/F Bizg emeT F W@
% foe @ik zad 3 fGas € guR %47 7 61, AT FiHa =awq quN
Az &1 9= AU § BR300 ) waa 41 0D g7 ¥ =g FEE
iz g Tl FAA E F Wia aEsaad gEi § 9 8w ada |
In the course of moving the reselution the President said :—
HEATA TR F TSR B TIW NG T § | OF AT Gob
78T FATR FoF FY 537 &4 41 {aR A7 & | 721 93 %k =0 ofvaw,
S qE T B am o 907 fEed s o wmR ka6
g | wE g, wifgm AR agfs & fawr g Fewc At =
faw s@m A Fifn 6 99 R\ 99 97 qeg W agdeT IR aww
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DI A AR w7 AFA £ B 9o @ Fammead g3 7 gy e |
ST AW Al @ aFAA frgew #Y U sswEm frwmn s
T SR aER frgmm 3 gy 9 wn fEg 3 98 e
FCAI TR | g6 39 9% 5 fq? o o swar A AT woar e
W I A MA@ SN T AER FICF T

The next resolution which was moved from the chair was as
follows:—

8. SYMPATHY FOR ABYSSINIA

“The Congiess expresses the sympathy of the Indian nation for
the Ethiopian people who are so heroically defending their coun-
try against imperialist aggression, and considers Abyssinia’s fight
as part of the fight of all exploited nations for freedom.

“The Congress condemns the great Powers and the League of
Nations for their policy in regard to the Italo-Abyssinian war,”

Ty, 45 FW T THEHIT T9q $ ¥, S5 sy 5w
AY & AN 3G BT WA B Fow Ficargds a5 W & wwwh g 7
ﬂ@{ﬁﬁaﬂfﬁgiﬁ( az gaew & 1% et 9 aer%m
g BT A @9 71 0% G E | W SR ad giedt =i @
T ﬁm-‘-@rﬁ?r'u’w"f I aﬁ%%ﬂfﬁﬁr&ﬂésﬁ@{ﬁ geat-aEta-
77 g2 B 5fa wieaar & &)

Moving the resolution Panditji said : —

W & oiew @ A R emd AR W W gm
FEA TITE | TR ﬁaﬁ“rmﬂm Wan g ! faar et ooy 3
i @3 41 A e FAT &) TEen X a it & I A4 A1, AL
TR T €IS T @ QA CEiEf 3% oF $A9 ges 9T S9at $T
firart | XAT 1 7 EETAT | OF AU Al A 8@ AN Wﬁa gfur-
IR § T | =R gadl = sF-HAT raa-ca‘ra‘m"aﬂq%tﬁ%’f
=i gl 36 5 5 fas wen & =g s 9, 75) &t 9 | fea
Tefoamt a8 FE F A0 & 1 9 0 g Targd ] 1IN wgR &
ﬁmﬁwﬁ-ﬂmﬁqr&qfamm,iﬁiaﬁxﬂarq@ﬁe‘nm
F@ 1 AL T N T T N GO A IR AF @ F A g &1
mm%raaéehaaﬁéfmmm&a\m,mﬁmagﬁéinqﬁm
I A TEH TGA D AT T ¥ FY § Woved Y agsa |
ﬁmﬁamﬂg@émaﬁ%’é%ﬁ T ag FEm ®
fet TEL GEHl T NG FQ § | TATA F dgHT WEH TR
T5t e 9E< 2 6 R § 1R freT wgsat B AR S | o



48

w1 @14 sa% Qg FAST $ AIEEE & 97 g3 § g awa § A
IgH qI8 §94I € | IF WA EMIR & =it 3z a3 W ¥ af 74
g % 1 auaC € | g8 g7 1 w6 F § # agi #7 agan gf, A
s 8 7 efdifaa & wgRa 59w goF & =il % fad 9@ @
@& MY WO F ;YT g W ZIAT H FEA AE FEQ T
vl IR FT-FSEC NU & | F I @9 I fwlew naET Taw <
Fm faar ? agt & =9t WS wwmfaam & 37t S ot dae =
=g | frfen qiFa Temiaena Bt wag 98 FC aH, ST R a1 va
) wIew &1a1 & T sl 61 WISt 91 ofteifaar 9T a3 W) # | at
T8} T AT Agf W@ TEAT | I g7 R 7H-Td v et 7+

FE1 a1 2 Fr SRl gERT 59 92 & QA1 FUS & | TR
g QA TEA a1 RAT 33 QF gt 47 | afwT 359w GF @@
FIRT €1 gt & A =T I @ W ag A T gad w4t
WE FF AHE FE LT AE D U A 0 ag A G aHA
g % =it g9 Q Ay aved AgR B QFA T0F A X AF TG aHA |
AT % JFA § | MMAT T Ft 7 e & SRS ggAT ag
gl s % e N MA w1 A WA gz w5 5 9§ o
it & ga7dl 8, Afew ga A wad g9z oY 3z & fF sinvy a7 st
aEa 5 qF # gad faamg =i feelt @1 gaw ) | P, g adee #
SRS gpAa B g7 fa o1 qaee € O agazdmat @ amrar gste
W 3ear agt wmgdt 1 ey §rag W g fE Sakw ag @ adi ey e
FA AR &Y 06 I = g A 2 A AE way w5 o
Il A A A qeF B g0 Opn s g@w adin ag avm fe
T =R 7% A Fai & F=9 @ a, AT ArEEIl Fr A A faqm
6% 3t sma & 9l | gafed St geaad 79t nez H ) £ fa
=1 faar w7 |

President: 0% 8@ § =N #gar wigal § =T ag § @aqan
A FLN AN FTEAE 3 AT Tal T OF g § | uga w9 s
g T & HFAT A A9Y0 W A S W) WA 9T e g1 w07 S 1 92
78 FEAAE N fan wd F % L Aw S w2 ag o
FERL AN T E VB AW 0F qF 91 OB WA w01 @7 & a7 ol
360 AT AT @& A A% % NAw W G2 G 3@ faaw
#a393 TF AT E 1 A6 43 g wAWT W wH & 1% 98 Wity ¥ @
NG T AR W@ 137 A TR HF veA3 A g w0
I | § | UE 1393 YEA B |

At this juncture some Sanatanists made demonstration oul-

-

side the Pandal, referring to which the President said: HW
TR TN A €1 fag g 4t 5 gz o ITFT FTAT TG 2 |



Mahatma Gandhi Speaking on the Exhibition in the Main Pandal.
(By courtesy of the Tn'bw_l



Mahatma Gandhi inspecting a shop inside Exhibition.
{By courtesy of the Tribune Lahore.}
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¢ FHATTLET Y q12q 75 T O T AN IT Fo[@ TIT S99
FT | T3 FAEEaAl 7 gud 98 %9 1 75 ¥ 95w 3H9 W e o
qT1 T34 9 e ¥RE I M W oam feman (£ ) st @
ARG E ¥ IRt W E AR S @ Za ) TAE OFA1 9w
¥ 91 UF wIvm SR ITIT H WIAE T I | 9RA § g o
TITHT F1 7 MAI FI71 9501 8¢ €7 D6 &A1 905 |

Further in this connection he said: @I ﬂ% nzTIT i’ta‘?m
Q1T T & ST WYAT HqAT SET 9T 95 OF | gEEAE § 939 6
R foegm WA A @ e iy fFl fe e oRge g a
qﬁ%am@tmé’maﬂg R ARSI Bt

R 3zy w08 3 feussl ®F F@ 20 mt@mqm
mam%mmﬁmmrﬁmmmmmm
fedt, B WEET € 90 I B @ & A4, AE IEF HCER WA

a:maW’iﬂ%aﬁt&a?&'ﬂa%ﬁm;mgmqaaw
Wiaﬁﬁ’ﬁma@aiﬂmﬁﬂéﬂ%ﬁ Tl gs 2 4

Next Babu Rajendra Prasad moved the following resolution
on the Government of India Act :—

9. GOVERNMENT OF INDIA ACT

“Whereas the Government of India Act, 1935, which is based
on the White Paper and Joint-Parliamentary Report and which is
in many respects even worse than the proposals contained in them,
in no way represents the will of the nation, is designed to facilitate
and perpetuate the domination and exploitation of the peaple of
India and is imposed on the country to the accompaniment of
widespread repression and the suppression of civil liberties, the
Congress reiterates its rejection of the new constitution in its
entirety.

“The Congress, as representing the will of the Indian people
for national freedom and a democratic state, declares that no con-
stitution imposed by outside authority and no constitution which
curtails the sovereignty of the people of India and does not recog-
nize their right to shape and control fully their political and econc-
mic future can be accepted. In the opinion of the Congress such
a constitution must be based on the independence of India as a
nation and it can only be framed by a constituent assembly elected
on adult franchise or a franchise which approximates to it as near
ly as possible, The Congress therefore reiterates and stresses the
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demand for a Constituent Assembly in the name of the Indian
people and calls upon its representatives and members in the legis-
latures and outside to work for the fulfilment of this demand.

“In view of the fact that elections for the Provincial legislatures
under the new Act may, according to official statements, take
place before the next session of the Congress, this Congress
resolves that in such an event candidates should be put forward
on its behalf to contest such seats in accordance with the mandate
of the Congress and in pursuance of its declared policy. Such
candidates must be chosen from those who fully support the Con-
gress objective of Indian Independence and pledge themselves to
carry out its policy in regard to the legislatures.

“The A. L. C. C. shall place before the country prior to the
election, a manifesto explaining the political and economic policy
and programme of the Congress in conformity with the resolutions
passed by it from time to time. The Provincial Congress Com-
mittees may further supplement the manifesto by adding thereto
specific items which have special application to their respective
provinces, All Provincial manifestos must be approved by the
Working Committee of the A. 1. C. C.

“Resolved further that the functions of the Parliamentary
Board be discharged in futuré by the Working Committee of the
A.LC.C. The Working Committee is authorised to appoint such
Boards or Committecs as may be necessary to organize elections to
legislatures as well as to guide, co-ordinate and control the activi-
ties of Congress members in Legislotures. Accordingly the Parlia-
mentary Board need not be constituted hereafter,

“The question of acceptance or non-acceptance of office by
Congress members elected to the legislatures under the constitu-
tion having been agitated in the country the Congress, in view of
the uncertainties of the situation as it may develop, considers it
inadvisable to commit itself to any decision at this stage on the
question and lcaves it to be decided at the proper time by the
A. L C. C. after consulting the Provincial Congress Committees.”

w41, 5 183 1 71 IEA BAR FA (Govt. ofindia Act),
_ﬁmvﬁ M gizz 90T 9T Az wdAE ANE § AT aga @
qOIE ¥ A% AF 07 aearEr G a0 § B4 g T FIEH
ZAE T §, (970D ) y@F zaf@T g T E % mraq,ﬁ.m, qT
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STl Tiaw WETHT Fiva sAd, W EizE
§ 3@ wery AwAEH|

In the course of moving the resolution Rajendra Babu made

the Followmg speech in Hindiz: — . .
Ty wAG T AOT e Wie f&tﬂ@rzﬁﬁ'é’t 9T *s:qurm @A NAE

% % qfed e A Fida-Fafedl & g9 geaeq § 7 @0 ;R
9x FRfEal d§ g4 HHT mﬂﬁma 3 ylafafgnw & &7, =
g gfafafadt @ TF ST @ fa0e =WudgE @ e 9= @9 o
SR qHaliT I3 Ay & AEd g S |

At this moment someone [rom amongst the delegates inter-

=~

T el ®A FAiEA

vened and asked:—

“ar Y MLHEE A @ HE A B GARA-AE G 9T gEme
FO F AL B, 32 3 wIA BT & WFIL TR0 7

Babu Rajendra Prasad replied:—

# @ az adt gawa 5 Y safe gag d g %1 s=Ear
TAY B @ qU @O F AT @OHLC FL AW q8 @ A T HEA
F1 T TN # HIT FAN | G §7 @ F W e @ o qwn
& 9y sedlzar ya fag 9@ Sag ag affmn sud s fs &
FOT A I F THA FE

Continuing his speech Babu Rajendra Prasad said:—

sear % afgd foedr ¥ ag sz 0w & f qar graafnmm 2 9
A A & ST I3 gy aeeT & F aqg aEt e T2 | 3 gHe
nrafgam =r?r Sl FT g8 IgP H 9 UK QEA-TT 9 FT
T1fee =) ag # faqa-geicm gega aads |

FIfeaai # T % T3 § BT T991 F 30 SV a g5 &, 398
qE AEA pA (5 0H qgd 7 @91 2 @ RFEdl H® o w5 S
774 3, eratis 79 13 § (u % WA & fe Aibaat 71 FEwT fa awe
71 oral i faad sk A qft €1 aweg Afadt o R A
AT % arrer § A aaNg adE | 9 R FT ¥ T
7% TEAl fRae A1a & S0 9T ¢ fF 35 a1 feaw S, 9T g9
’aﬁue‘gfqzqtzmﬂ 97 A5 %I & fora OF @b o T, S S
gn il ag am wtag 3 nfam-qzwt#tﬂmaa% L0 9 gedriT
FAA F 81 /FA € | FUG q@iFed a8 5y a% g ford el
am fagtfaa FCA3 F1F0 AT 41, W ST 95 (A9 FAE 797 06
7T HH afsz Ermﬁ w4 w5 HIC Ag 39 FW F GgEa a9 @t 50
e a1 AHAT 2 )

g weafa@m A a3l &1 afeaw a8t &1 wfga | afen w5e 3
fera %03 ) 70 A WPl 7 awE A 8, g say ewEm 77 f=a



- 53

fFa1 £ 1| W9 aZ A & TF 2 1% Yo TARIAM WK e 9T Ak
Gron gl 97 EIFK (59 9 faeg T AR afeT S9E 3 g
7R O @1ER A 3 99 7 &, freg 7050 548§ www fawa @@
1 IR & @it % (4% e € | ew ad fage = dfaar &
FTH T IQ ST F0B o T141 21 SIAT gRT A2 FT GFQ 8 | AT
S ETAAW I9TFT FAW T4, IGF FAN FEm S WA
AT mfEA X gaIard At ® e fa €, g | at
THT 9 98 awEal £ 1 H @ Td sate § wR e | 6
FRF § A€l =Gl | & moen faag 30 £ 7w F 3E9 g Fgantaat
L S TN T A TREL ST S | AL §F FI RO O 6
IR 9 &1 WRA 1 (TG FTA a1 qat 287 5 =09 59 91 5w 5]k &
AR | H SATIE =0 |/ 3 6T IR wed AR 39 Ry
g =1 9% ag w€Y war f gy ®T g, EW ag W W&l %2
a¥d {5 ag fqqq S/ 3 T S @ wE€ =K e S e
ag t a9 § T8 w7 T 39 969 B 99 09 § 80 "IeW
g1 THIAET 9T faRER gaw At g £ 1 9Ed 0% e
FA A A FE F G080 § HOR T FAT T A0 =00 980 €7 7 |
qE TAI AW § S 9 FEEE @ £ 11T, 99 S9 Ha-
|7 HE W 9T 30 B 0 W AR @G T AR R a9
o 9T (% {$9 3o/ ¥ eaR S 91 2| anft | &8 3 @R gt
I WS 6 AR HATHT 15 2 1 qiF groeqiad $ FIGR 9i9-
EAT 2, AT EF FUHA 97 WIFK I GFQ & | &9 a0 A a8 | 8
% 77 MRS T oW & afed =R A fFm o@, /i aiz aikRafm
F1 qCqaq 2Y @31, a1 g8 WA 9few & f62 g3 fua & @3 oomaw
AT 9T | EATA SEE 3A1 99 @ fa¥ awa] & 9l gan @ 2 |
T W1 TS W F GGRT T4 FE7 F9, IR TRW AE & (5 &9 q@
T 9Ed 5 oegi s 9 nae gt fh ew (el ow 9w & §1 F =mqw
A1 # 5 H9 gAR 1T R &WHRK TG | ( 75987 )
C‘ﬁa\fﬂﬁm FA AT TE T fﬁ?ﬁﬂ?{{%g,%%q@@
e F7aa1 W ag W § | swE § QN & 99 7 9 aw Al a0
R\ fafaiafen Rl & SgAR SRRATET 9 98 w2 &5 &
% aear w R [qOd 2@ 14t § oaa 7 5K 9 9% w1 § gaiey
M WEER FE ¥} ¥ a5 qGGT A€ £ F AGEE 93t w@
FlerER M 91| WIT wiwwrk 319 78, afes Migiakg :10 53
TI@AT <1 TS 2 | FiTERT g ﬁm#m@magqﬁ’
m%mﬁaﬁammﬁmwaatm@immamm
S[F FTH 71 99 T & AW B4 B T FNG@1 7 I8¢ W7 qemy
T FEQ F03 W FEG FREN W 32 & 1 e W ¥ 97 w3
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WA FY S® (A (F FOGAT T T GO A L, A6H ATEEE £
siiy mfaFl 7 36 W9 B T F A4 | 790 grg qwa | 9F -
featy w1 & 19 ami %18, FNA-HfoTa aat & w8l 1 IET T2 AL
HaA 6 Far atan g |

FAT WS WG aga & AETATA EF1 | g B4y afehafa saw e
g%l § faad g a4 € g7 &Y T | §AR A gRiedi 779 TG
3, resadY w3 1 9FaT & ) 9 W adH A ¥ 4mF ¥ 6T 94
Qg1 FLAY TEH ) =9 G 07 9y W@ W) wfEFEd 97 @ g
3 ) wLa @ A F1 & & WD qafaE geg1 WK £3AT FEAF EAI
Sfed |

BT A gW 9T A w7 Agt 2 R fama waes,
T F 741 ST/ | AfFT A =i Fuafaiaa afafa & axat
waaT 56 fag x5 9@ | 9 53 7 578 "eg SuT Fm A
# wq gt #§ & # fmmr ag fagna 2 {6 v afcialy s & @54
%5 g faarr & g7 awg ®W & f6 92 @94 €) 79 &1 917 | g7 GTHR
wt afedt & & T4t aTan 5 3a® @gi 3 ¥ qn fea am & &0 aT)
& § QT T A0 B (6 T3 a5 &1 a8 & 39T A Al T 97 9%
ML G4 § 7 WG | fa i qr P 1 WA 97 §F FC 390
2 | NeTh & okt ga &1 sTwa1 F1H & 6 Fi0g 51 @m0 faa 2

R o gE # wlamm adt sen afin ) g afdn w4 &
SEE TGN AT AW AMEA,  FAis IqF 7 fHa B ) faaa
B G B AT G@TL |

I AFIH S TF wEAI 9 BE BT | WG 3@ EUT W 7 Y
139 A1 §, 97§ & e Liradi 9T WA I I g AFT FEA |

President: 4@ S&/a & 449 # 00 @qia7 Asg3 8 | 3 Tigar
1% 39 Wnd o gy a1 93w &Y | 93=g £ A5 a7 WA £ |y
Wt 2T 31 915 | # aFwsli ¥ wh@ FAE D § w5 FIR g
T ARZ B AN G i 6 @ ! 37 S AiS @ amr BAH
AW FIW I waRT 6 TE AN A Aaw 4 gl O iRy
HT AE BFf A WM & F) W SIET fFAR ¥ oanar adi
TR iR 1"’

Mr. T. Prakasam in support of the resolution on the Govern:
ment of India Act said:—

I have been asked to second this resolution and the President
has also stated that what is to be said must be done as briefly as
possible. Rajendra Babu has already explained much of the matter
stated in the resolution, much of it has been accepted as common

ground between the contending parties.  So far as Council-entry
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is concered, it is agreed that Council-entry is necessary and that
legislatures should be captured. The only point of difference in
regard to this matter is about acceptance of office.

The Congress has been pledged to independence. Indepen-
dence is the goal. Independence is to be declared in this land with-
out having any regard to any constitution that might be enacted
in the House of Commons or House of Lords of Great Britain, It
is not a matter that can be given by one nation to another nation,
That cannot be given by Great Britian to be accepted by India.
Therefore, | say the Reform Act which we refer to in this resolu-
tion is not such a thing (because our goal is independence) 'that
we can work. Therefore, we ignore the Government of India
Act. | therefore say, the question of acceptance of office does
not really arise. It is not office that we are seeking after, but
we are secking after a most important thing after a struggle of
fifteen or sixteen years.

During the last fifteen years freedom’s battles have been fought
under the leadership of Mahatma Gandhi and we were very near
success, In 1930 the youths of the land, old and young, men
and women all joined the battle of non-violence, the parallel of
which the World's history cannot furnish anywhere-else. The
world wondered at it and asked—we were told that the people of
India were ignorant, that they have no education and that they do
not know how to rule their land; but who is this Gandhi under
whose leadership this battle has assumed such proportions ¥ What
was the result of that battle ? The result was the Gandhi-lrwin
Pact, a pact which is not easy to bring about between a nation
like India and its English rulers under ordinary circumstances.
That was a precious document. But we have not got even what
was promised in that document, because there were men amongst
us who betrayed us at the psychological moment. The Congress
had completely boycotted the councils and ministerships but there
were men who went into the councils and accepted ministerships
and applied all repressive powers against us, in our non-violent
struggle. Then we sent Gandhiji, against his will, to London
to negotiate with the English people on behalf of our country.
But what happened there ¥ While he claimed to represent ninety
per cent. of the Indian people, there were people to say that he
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did not represent nincty per cent, and that they had gone there
on behalf of the community or other or on behalf of their own
families. Englishmen knew that if they only succeeded in dividing
us, we would quarrel among ourselves and they would have an
opportunity to say that we had no right to rule ourselves. In
1932 again the same terrorism and lathi charges were resorted to,
All Congressmen were thrown into jails and people were dis-
heartened and depressed. So a new turn was given by Mahatma
Gandhi and that was entry into councils. He even declared that
it was the [Yw.na of the Congress o capture the legislatures at
a particular charge, The Parliamentary Board was formed. Now
the question is whether the ofice should be accepted. What is
this office ? This is no ofice and we are not going to accept any,
Because our goal is independence, we do not take any notice of
the Reform Act. But we do not want our enemies to occupy
those places and use rifles against our own men, [ say minister-
ships are not to be accepted. If we take those places, we are not
accepting those places, Resistance could be carried on not
only outside the legislatures, but also inside the legislatures and
inside the offices. Ministership is a place from which a lot of re-
sistance can be offered and deadlocks created by proper men
under the control of the Congress. This constitution can be
reduced to nil by creating deadlocks from inside. The world
wondered what the Assembly was doing when Patel was presiding
in the Assembly, QOutside world’s attention was for the first time
directed towards the Assembly then. It is said that if we accept
ministry, we would be demoralised. The revolutionary spirit will
be gone. Revolutionary outlooks have been created in this country
by Mahatma Gandhi. It is being carrigd on by people who have
been uneducatad and who have been ignorant of English or even
vernacular,

You want a constituent Assembly, I say, Mr. President, a
constituent assembly can be called by you not by rejecting minis-
tership. You can do it only when you give strength to the people
who have been terrorised.  When people are terrorised it is not
possible even for Mahatma Gandhi to put them in the field for
direct action.

A false analogy is drawn that becausc in Russia revolution



The procession of Ex-president of the Congress and Members of the Working Committee headed by the
Chairman and G. Secretary of Reception Committee Marching towards the Congress Pandal,
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could be carried on in 1917, we also can do it here, Russia was
different. In Russia after they had failed in their first revolution,
for fifty long years they carried on constructive programme and
waited till 1917, People must be sufficiently educated. Pecple
must be given strength and courage to organise themselves and
be ready to carry on any order or behest for revelution.”

Sardar Sardul Singh Caveeshar then moved the first amend-
ment to the resolution which ran thus: —

“Delete altogether the last paragraph and in its place substi-
tute the following -

“With & view to giving effect to its policy of rejection of the
constitution and resistance to its functioning so as to avoid the
demoralising situation arising of the Congressmen co-operating
in the perpetuation of the imperialist regime of repression and
exploitation and become tools of that system without any power,
this Congress resolves that Congressmen even when in majority
in a provincial legislature should not accept ministerial office and
should endeavour to bring the operation of the constitution to a
standstill. In provinces where this may not be possible the
Congress party should use the floor of the legislatures for obs-
tructing and exposing all anti-national measures and as a platform
for furthering the struggle for independence and voicing the
demands of the masses ™

WY 99 AT SAFeEE 3 § sHdy wat ggad §4
g1, 927 W1 %Y T2W A %Y A7 TR ORA-AYE S s e agA |
771 17+ (X9 9T § g 999 9 8% 81 $ FING] H3E¢ el ¥
A T A DKW FE, AR UF AU $197 B HSTRE B WK
£iFad] ) FWEAAT €1 TL B IR FS TUF F797 B WAl B 952
T T WAIHT T |

Moving the amendment Sardar Sardul Singh Caveeshar made
the following speech in Hindustani :—

T @A e amrEar @ o § dar fewm T s) s
F I &% WUFK A2 Gz o 2 gErRanal 9t g
WA WA A E W wF @ mAafagm 7 fd i sw @
aﬁmﬁmwﬁwaa%agmﬁénémm FATHT F wE

Az o AT, A1 WRA B /T EEAA 3 HET S giga gt

TR 79§ HAn AT § WA A 30 S s et A

STEEIaH &TEl § Tt MAET B W e e f e e



38

far & | T ST & W 2 w0 U ag sy s £ 6 30 S A 1 FAen
A1 H1A BN i wwg N W wow wAgAR @2 BEE | 9Gg g% 39
am & /=3y & {7 fa% 39 & & $F 99 Jam | /rEa § 39 JEd
A ST & N % gar s F @ @) ag @ sRisgadi 2,8 =
qEal & 75 59 9% &1 wi-aw frga wfg 6t T o ) £ | e
gq Gifeata d (o qf@ant g1 9 &1 =mn @a & 1 9g ¥ sFa
& {6 awe, S qramd gWt ) 5T 957 14 & ( §a1 ); fag 36@ 3
F UM A ar 13 Wl Z=at Al 95 | WK TEar AT YT 4 g
& fr afy =/ 9w fdi| aga@ @F ar gq N A e aga
¥ | o3 9T fAUT 0T TEA B (Eg G 6 BQQ § |9 g @
¢ frwea ST G9d%l A WY F3g @ & f v dinw
FIFIT B HI Hila § g fq7T18 § )

gaR fafaeary ag 03 # 9§ §) 9% &1 (5 ¥ @@t § g am-
aie) i 9ga a1 UuhE W @O § WAt AN ) GRS # 9t
FT & g T30 A A0 Fmafedt £ @@l Bk F931 39 # w09
aEd A &R (eval ) | alf el SR MUY WEW agaEEl
# qu £f a9 ) 45 waeva &, WIF 3 F g A GEEQ AT
AT WIS @ fed gdgs @ ) AfEeg wNER w0 SR 97 SR
% 19 § 1 ST OF UG HIT I@2 AN F HIXEAT  FLAT G071 |
gH Hi-97 EIF & & AR F ZAT NG | AE-97 EHFER T B
|/u4GF @ 7% faa | d1ga WK 9@ T § D41 @A B[ G0
FaEd & S8F gfgm A g fF 3w 713 S am A ww
A )

&% Wl w1 fazare & 5 e 9T agq w03 =69 925 & fafg
# =it A7 8% T ¥ 3% 98 917 franan § 6 w199 A 9 (6 99 g A
Fwifawd AAgfa o= & § 341 £} A2 wE R S A2 we
frar 93 7 saw # fazarm a8t 7w | ¥ 99 ¥/ 3 AeTE  AnEe
Fl & foadr ag wifewrd) aargfw ag €11 4 4 w3 w1 5T =g i
F&) | zEfe 39 9TEd 97 gew 700 & 5 %1 A0y 7o & e
auw £ | § 3 aEfa A2 o aEat § | gW wi A aEea
arT @ % mfoemt # waw & 1ed =gy fHar @ s T
fga. ST g7 @ f g&@ anAr aifgn

ER FiHA F Gz a8t 1 F TFX | €7 Tyt AP TF F14 T
oA ifen | gatas & A § 5 = dwmaga @ we ST tiea
#feer & g7 9w @ frae &%, @it @tie & gz a gy L agt & 51
W FHT T D xR A T e IN A IT TR WA S Th 9¢
A faun v Ftoa 3 g @ sdfar W SR =7 fe g7 98 s
A R R H | K wEga st g ame w fedt A felt 9w i
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fatta waf 7 % et | SHTEET w1 S a4 gifadt § ame fafaec
FRBIFH 2 qg AHC FTF WA antaerrn,aaras::osrﬁrmmw-
7l ¢ At TEH A1 HRER € F W 3R ke NiAvE W A W e
T § 39 §14 973 Q {97 @ G

ST aF ST F ETEE B W qCH A O fem €
O a7 &% FAa B T R WY § B8 o anr 7 g | gl
AT T A9 R B B g q § wit o wa 5w =i as
LR 17 FNFC FAAE TR 3 U371 A6 g |l |

Mr. Sampurnanand moved the second amendment which ran
as follows:--

“That at the cnd of the first paragraph be added that the
only course open 1o it is to take all possible steps to make the
working of the constitution impossible”,

He made the following speech in Hindustani :--

FHg 3 fad eFF A W & & 98 798 mys-faga w1 sma
# @ gds 9FAT SYE & SFERIT a1 § | [qeW-aeias R i
gr 2 og ity aoiR & gt 8 ofe @ Y 9™ W 3
77 T A1 99 & | Svgfae @@ SEd@ £ 5 sifaw § ™
;gqﬂﬁaﬁa% T 5 A @ [ v o 3 umw-fFaa a

g1

g A vx fagla o 9@ B | g9 @ 95 e & F wEE | maa-
ﬁmﬂﬁwamgwmﬁ,wﬁmw T ERR S @ W
émeﬁaa E‘&M'ﬁﬁt*ﬂcﬁwqﬁawmma’wm
7z & f5 97 §aTam a8 wa'r'aﬁ Eftaﬁ:eﬂ% 3 f9d g2
TR FE qAR @ e g7 & F4i TRy fF gmn farﬁ‘ ﬁréﬁra‘m
w91 | fgrgem § 9R €FAS &9 1 81 9¢ EegaEiaat @
gl SHa 4% SEA £ | e Ag A19a fp (e off fadh @ enn few
FFEA TN & SYFE 2 | g7 Ig AW H da) €] B i gan
FH B W 9 ag A% TIG 290 TES 8 (5 399 WA g0 B B
A e § s W oA R 8 )

faama-1 (Constituent Assembly) T 2, a7 WY gWE A1 Tga
& € | ae73 § WY 57 37 1 6T 1 T4 A1 S 98] 9T 39 W
g1 I fgan @ o1 {6 R @ (08 s 990 3 fed e fgma
JATE A | £ T T =T H IRAE T foga aww 21 givw A
AurhE saw § 6 e i qmw ges d 3 avga’ﬂfa%mwm &
JE T WFA N AE N AT O E 7T FH gew F wAd S d
= Ta% 17 99 Gk d AR I FAN § Y T4 GFE T A e
2 & T g7 A H fqe-n aw wsA e L a8 e Taw &6
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sty ot gpww 182 g7 g9 Fpedl A o 3ft frgrren go ATAE | 97
& et ¥ 5 30 B 9= At § w9 o & faw wwan 2 7 B g
Hoft gars g (Aaw-aW SR 9% Raw fer g o g A A
TRm 99 5 W WGR qFF B (A3 eFAT & WEARE I A |

N A1 FFR AR S TN A T B ITH GRA QY AT A
& ¥ | s wEd B saq sTeka A | fergwm § o & adt St e
FRe egma A @Y wRE § 1 ok aow A wa-agRes #, i g
F3-AEFR & SR AN AT SEr E 1 WA qF N TSR
F o feaat 3 & wAmAT TR F AR 91 | 270y 34 FEF T
75 QY1 % g TeAsrsTET B fafen aRa # z@ase F19 #
A fe a7 | §1 F1T AT AW TEAT & {6 TR TEAEeAIE W B
o feet aeg & o wrEwag g ?

gw @Y W £ 5w adtEr s oAt & s W
syl HAUFC A AR 2 | gAR A § A Afadt 3 7 AN /A
T WaTT qq & 6 9 garan e s @y & fe frad SdEr =R
MFFR T Bif=mat § 50 G 4@ | €6 =T qg qW AR AT
gl 1% (% SRR X argF3R 1 A% 5@ I & = o8 5 & 5
Y@ wT Al % sfafafy a@sc sifaqi #@ A a1 a0, T
gog & 3g W0 F a3 & % ¥ A5 % 70T & sifaat d g9 1 1€
AFAA FTER R F1Aar & 5 SAwr awg N fgahaen € =ik =T S=
TR Fign A W & FY 5w § Ao awgET #H
W93 ¥4 B | ¥9 aTg @ OF ag & Civil War a1 TEFeE I
d8 wCN 8 Sttt # S g7 #41 FL A5 N GRF Fa1 TEA £ |
sgy smen & 6 wifaqt @ S@ =i gled Rrganfadt @ ga €M)
S @ FifgaAl B GeaC g1 IR qg HETW A 6 IAH O qgwA
§ T¢ =T gafay ag g qa 9 Sty § @ s 9 g @ aa
% W 9EAT Tl S1EY AR & U |/ aig gl@aw & a5
fre@smar & i &1 i 7 &Y 1 g fame &) gak amaalg & e
7 9 ({e-%8 # AR g # iFAF ;@A aga S 9T 41 97 T51
F westt e goan AR A fa=anmi 41 39EiA nawitie 31 aqr ) 9
s feammit 2 gam s # a8 w5 G%ar £ fs Sinis g0 W gow =@
§2 I3 <1 3 § fm fergandt fra @vawt gt ST wied 33 1

AR T N FEA & (% g0 g7 ®igA & w1 IE | Af 'wa
# A a1 = 5 9% F41 wET SR 1w St @ ag F2A S fe ed
97 WEW FAH A WEA FAIZ FA, AW T o oy D AgH A )
ENC MW Al F#HE T g weodl w1 owEd § | W ew ¥
3T F FAEA TG A § T q5 T 97 7g@ R A w7 E
WAl E I mag arg e R en sgR gr i A grra A 3w &
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T2 fea & [ sqa LN §) TF 99T FC | WD AGH g0 5 few
SFR SYEAE J (FEW FETAE B UL 7 a4 591 SR] g
fifaedt X =erEa N T SrEA $ fad Q9 SEAL H g )
frrgar fAfEwn frgamm % Ugia JAFeT B TR B SR
SRS AR 88 IR B FGAAIGIH FEi |

g N ENFL A Faaqni adag gga § T T am o
a1 ¥ fip It W =0 8 | HT G R AfsaT ENeR $A WO
UF w8 @ # Otg W %EAl 4 © 1% sgaednud @t @
szt @l FET W ST GIER FRENIEA § a1 Siaar €1 e
Tifed 9 f% 12-M2T I TN HT 9T FAT )

Seth Govind Das moved the third amendment :—

“That in the last para after the words ‘propertime’ add ‘prior

to election to provincial legislatures.”

Moving the amendment he made the following speech in
Hindustani :—

T SN GGR gRaag T derguiaest 3 @ & d sad
TS eI £ | ¥ AT FEd § 1% o SR GRS SWC W1 € gW
SgH T W Ao A $U | g oF fae W ang P AR WEST
ST WA | WG alg S0 G | &t A 79 8 F0 A B @
N a5 AT T4 & F STEA Tfed | HAAT AN &AW N D A
HIT A TEARE & @ € A FCERA | GHFS 95 TA@@ T &
IfE T FAA I v w1 W AAGT I § 900G G I AW & tqm @
T & T Mg UAgawg 4 wo fufa e /ft N2 gk E
et AP FeE A R R a ot FTEI @ d
ga-dasdt sfagn fuifa 7 w0 &l 92 @ @d R & suigar F§
A 3 qF FHT F AT B Sc@TT T |

g fafafafea R $ sgar aEEsl 1 9z s2qr 5 2
fr g@R =i /AN 7@ Wt S mET 7 STW TR TE & A
fq9m SEER FH F daQ g8 "Ha@d gl & (5 T 95t
akwER fem @, afes MEaF F1 30 o) I@ i) ag
FaFN qgia A8t gfes fafufafa s@ @ I N geld 8 | wi=-
FQ AR fqum S gaar R /gl @), 9 e fegd
A1 B A 1Al Tifed | T g0 qLe oo MH 3T H A4 BGE 8
SR SR § FiHea § SI9C ST G 95 TeW TS W wvea-
FRI FTHET WA TIE 8 | Ho AN F AT Fg T YA B T
fra1 5 FTat d T T AL £, A6 @WEHET &, TR FETHRA IR
et @1 w9 5, 3 €14 & g1 gig aFal | 9w R W, SwFAr
¥ ¥, TIGEETE T1AT F AGT | AP qE AET AGH (6 F41 i 8]
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# ug g § 5 s ama%wfgé@mﬁf’azam&ra@wt
T Y afs Y | digd T qU feTa HE wwn g 1 i
R 8 9 @ 6 g0 SiNe 3 hgant & fra fifa & f‘a&mﬁraf
@ ¢ 1eaR fura | sthe 3 SR A agad o fam a1 ®] Siwg
#1 39 |HT a7 07 @ % g sifaat § S afimg mew A& #13
AfF 3o RaaTs g WO g3 7 7 3@1 F |t A 9gae 19 gw
fFY =R % we.ae gataa X 78 f6 g A5 A e =iy ag
s &) W @ £ A moeh A A Tvm g @ & W E B A
Fitaal # FHT AT TNFR F AASH | 9 TeT A @A F
=T &1 5 F 28 SeREAd & e § @ agt | § o & o
A F §E SO B ENFIT T 7 T HATEA T QA Tfed |

Syt. Dhiresh Chakravarty moved the fourth amendment, which
runs as follows:- -

In the first para after ‘parliamentary Report’ insert ‘and on
anti-national, undemocratic separate communal electorates’. [In
the same para after ‘people of India’ in line six insert 'and to
stereotype communal divisions’. For the clause in the same para
beginning with ‘The Congress’ and ending in ‘in its entirety’ in
lines 8 and 9 rcad ‘the Congress rcjects the new constitution, in-

cluding the communal decision in its entirety’. ‘For them' in line
3 substitute ‘White Paper and the J. P. C. Report’.

The first para thus amended will read as follows : —

‘Whereas the Government of India Act, 1935, which is based
on the White Paper and Joint Parliamentary Report and on anti-
national and undemocratic separate communal electorate and which
is in many respects worse than the proposals contained in the
White Paper and J. P. C. Report, in no way represents the will of
the nation, is designed to tacilitate and perpetuate the domination
and exploitation of the people of India and to stereotype communal
divisions and is imposed on the country to the accompaniment of
widespread repression and suppression of civil liberties, the Cong-
ress rejects the new constitution, including the communal decision,
in its entircty’,

In moving bis amendment Syt, Chakravarty said:

At the very outset 1 plead my ignorance of [findusiuni and
crave your indulgence to address you in English. Coming as | do
from the province of Bengal, that has gone and is still going
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through the fire of repression, [ am sure, | can count upon your
patient hearing for the amendment that | rise to move,

Ladies and gentlemen, you would perceive that my amendments
all relate to the rejection of the imperialistic electoral device i
the new Government of India Act, that has been designed to carry
to perfection the principle of divide ot impera. That device is no
other than the ‘‘Communal Decision” of the British Cabinet,
wrongly called the “Award”. The Communal Award forms the
basis of the new Government of India Act that is soon to come
into operation. The Act has been much condemned and in our fight
for complete independence we have got to reject the same, lock,
stock and_barrel. As to this, there cannot be any difference of
opinion. But, unfortunately, the decision of the Congress has not
hitherto been unequivocal and clear with regard to the odious
Communal Award, on which the superstructure of the new
Constitution is based.

To relate the events of the recent past, the indecisive and
illogical attitude of the Congress of “neither accepting nor reject-
ing"’ the Award has given rise to divisions in the Congress camp.
The provinces most wronged by the Award, Bengal and the
Punjab in particular, felt dissatisfied with the Congress decision
and have in clear and unmistakable terms demanded rejection of
the Award. The Congress Nationalist Party in Bengal contested
the last Assembly elections on the clear issue of rejection of the
Award. The cent per cent Nationalist victory in Bengal in as
many as eight contests recorded an unmistakable verdict at the
polls against the Award.

These are facts sufficiently telling, which should serve as an
eyeopener. However strongly Bengal may feel in this regard, |
would not like to take a provincial view in the matter. If | urge
upon you the acceptance of my amendment, it is because the
Award with its separate electorates runs so much counter to the
traditional policy of the Congress on communal question. The
Congress has all along stood for national unity. The Congress
has all along been advocating joint-electorate in place of the
separate electorates for cementing Hindu-Muslim unity. It has
been the clear finding of the Nehru Committee that the hydrahead-
ed monster of communalism has raised its head from the ashes of
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separate eclectorates, To go earlier, Madras Congress also
favoured joint-clectorates. There was, in fact, no Congress solu-
tion of the communal problem that did not place joint-electorate at
the forefront. This also holds good with regard to the Lahore
Congress resolution and the Working Committee formula, as late
as 1931 regarding communal unity. There is, therefore, no
denying the fact that joint-clectorate has continued to be the
traditional policy of the Congress with regard to representation in
legislatures.

Now that the Award has given the go-bye to the principle of
joint-electorate, my question to you is, should not the Congress in
pursuance of its traditional policy reject the Award, of which
separate clectorates form the basis.  For the Congress to remain
true to its traditions therec is, you would agree, no alternative but
to reject the Award,

Despite its non-committal attitude towards the Award, the
Congress has condemned the same in no uncertain terms,  “Anti-
national,” “undemocratic’” and “intrinsically bad”, are some of the
choice expressions with which the Congress has characterised the
Award, Democracy, as the President stated in the Presidential
Address, cannot go hand in hand with the Award. The separate
compartment-tight communal electorates would assuredly cut up
and vivisect our body politic, to the more and more undoing of our
growing nationalism. Democracy and nationalism can never be
based on political arithmetic relating to fixation of quotas and
weightages. Such political arithmetic is foreign to the spirit of
both democracy and nationalism. If the nation is to grow, the
separate electorates and the communal bargaining are to go. lts
fissiparous tendency has proved the veritable canker to the growth
of our body politic. So we must begin by abjuring the separate
electorates, and for the matter of that, the Communal Award.,

This indeed forms the rationale of our demanding the rejec-
tion of the award; although much capital has been sought to be
made for torpedoing the anti-award campaign by characterising
the same as being no better than a scramble for seats and fight
for posts and preferments. Nothing can be further than truth,
We are opposed to it because the Award is a menace to the attain-
ment of our goal of a free and united India, because if given effect
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to, the Award would as surely strangle our political growth in
the cobwebs of communalism, Nothing serves the imperialist de-
sign more than rousing the communal passions, and that is the
only objective that the framers of the Award had in view. The
driving deep of wedge belween communities as the Award contem-
plates, cannot fail to drive the communities apart, more and more.
For goodness’ sake, imagine if such an atmosphere will be conge-
nial to the growth of democracy.

It is equally foreign to our purpose any way to increase com-
munal tension. But then we are told that the rejection of the
Award would antagonise the Muhammedans, I am not prepared
to accept this, because if true it amounts to putting at a discount
the patriotic fervour of the Muhammedans, as a community. Assum=
ing, however, though not admitting for argument’s sake, the bogey
of Muslim defection from the Congress, to disabuse your mind of
any such obsession, | can do no better than repeat to you the
memorable words of Deshbandhu Das. “When the nation rises,”
said our great leader, “it does not rise by calculation.” To a
revolutionary, as we all are more or less, counsels of caution and
“prudence avail not. Cool calculation is but a moderate philoso-
phy ilibefitting the revolutionary mentality. A free, united India
is our goal, to the attainment of which the system of separate elec-
torates is the bar sinister, In our fight for freedom let us begin
by burying the Communal Award five fathoms dcep. Let not sense-
less bogey or calculating considerations deflect us from ocur path.

Before concluding, I would like to allude to the cure for com-
munalism, that is suggested on economic lines. [t has been pointed
that sameness of economic interests among the masses would lay
al rest their communal animosities on religious grounds. This is,
no doubt, a counsel par excelience. But those friends who believe
like that, happen to forget that in the history of revolutions no-
where did communal animosities disappear by that mere adoption
of a common economic programme, so fong as the third party was
there to pull wires from behind and to foment communal differen-
ces, Ulster’s would be a case in point. In spite of community of
economic interests, more or less, between the masses of people
there and those of the Irish Free State, the problem of the United
Ireland is still baffling the ingenuity of all the foremost of the Irish



66

Ipatriots. Let us not forget that the Communal Award is an ime
perialistic device and let us fight it, as such, with all anti<imperia-
listic forces joined together in our united struggles for
freedom.

Pt. Govind Ballabh Pant made the following speech in Hindus-
tani in svpport of the main resolution:—

atFE' 1 FRA F s@E 1 97 HeW FA F WT I FEg F @A
#1 RS U W) FA A1 awm, ST T g%l 9g 79T § (% gAd faam
wNFER X fwar | afs T FED ¥ B Ay NG FEQ gEad a7
2 gn w=igia ofifeafa ®twm § @@ fawr ) W@ T@a awm
fada at = @28 | @: wgl & iag seauga afcata w15 ®9
£m, Az gw Wl wdl %5 @A | wy safena ag fASR € fF a@R
97 #FR A & g0 @aral A1 ags A1 @ g4 | § 53 maeE
Agi QUIEAl %GR U TG S §W A /4l WFGHR WEAT 470
eS| afgdzd Qe S fRaraan "R T afs T &Rd &
SaF 1 F@ W, (0T afE 1 FE 97 T 26} GIFT 3T AT
e Gl § | gafad St HiFaad atFEd 93 AU FAl [ED § wH
SR SR AR § =i wfawa #@ E {

wfafafuadt #t § ag qaet a1 Srard & o8 fqua watzfaag &
faua-faqiRa) afald § @Uae do gwraisi 3w faat 919k T2t 72
e 4gd 93 agHd § T G YH B | B 95 ST QA Aqaqa H
W sfafafedi %1 wfiga gmt <ifed | @R wivIga # 1 SOM= 99
fed o9 & 3 & @ @ fawfwita @l § @ Al
9% € = wfalafedi & sa afafs § =9a fag @gar @1 g=
Al E M o wiwa WD & 1T A ¢ arg gF w13 ff wdt
F2 @FAl 91 (% geal ofiefifwar o gawn #C IMAEAR A D AT
97 %1% 55 99 F1 €1 @H 3@ |FAl 4] {F qu0 AR 9gq W
afrs "MERT FT @M 1 gEl 9FR I QAE 9 Wl gl ®feH
g1 {5 2%} amq-afy & sa@ifeE o srda] =X FmigE: 98
F1E i Adi 77 @7 & fF sAandicmE 3 weEe SEAEE AR
aRda aittedfa & wnaar sfadm & SER i GE T H 9 3@
55 9T Wl 8, i @0 R 7K d 1 do TR AEE &
qt ®1 Ag a8 €] 9% € % ¥ 3¢ wegrw Ag) @ 9 5 e &
qANE FFW FF FUT 1 1 0 T F sar stuw B f6F ag g
A %Y AT A €9h 5 a5 afefeala 3 wgga AR 1 5@ AW O
feafa % =agd =7 A1 @@ A & 92 gafwa ol & T #iv9 @&
gdT e € | H safeqa QW #Y ag fmaE Raa E fE e s
FUAAA 9% FaaA F GEAQIIAF FIF A5 TEA ST 50T FHHE-
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A7 g Wfwa T eF R EY A% WM R [ g A et 9 S
fad ma s agRa 2 |

Mr. Meherally spoke in support of Sardar Sardul Singh's
amendment in the following words in Hindustani:—

afy afsg FRE e SARA A [ SE 38 I O gaw i
wa g & 6 affg AL W oF T At faata dean & st | shie
ATH A WG WO F G T AWK gARFE 17 B wg wee fwa ¥
T W AT G I YA W @ € TR U ) & 5 ¥ 3w
% U0 wsal g0 e & G2 e § A & o gfww am fatya
fram = R 3 73 F@d A9 sW a8 €1 A9 g faam @
sraTid aCERY 93f A AT 36T weEad F Uil w R SR
N g # FT N | gHIA TR T @G AT A S A0 Fogw
£ WeEn # AIg & A gEeEarT & afewdl a9 g1 £ | afew
FRE A wod wen fofra FT A R 6 99d gz e S @ER
3 diwaa 9T agd g0 TN 9T | ETTee T GRENEIEE MO 99y
dYgT 9% 928 (& | 9T g @W aFagias (90 €Y 9ueg agt
Fa R Y g7 wifas <0 & At fe-g wnfus < & o o gawa
EAE )

While Mr, Meherally was speaking there was some distur-
bance believed to have been organized by the Sanatanists. There
was a rush of volunteers towards the place from where it was
believed the disturbance was proceeding and there was general
commotion, The president, however, called volunteers back,
quieted the commotion and himself left for the place, putting Rajen
Babu in the chair for the time being, Before Panditji reached the
place the demonstrators had disappeared. He returned back and
resumed his chair.

Next Sri Vishwanatham speaking in support of the main
resolution said:i—

To speak on the whole resolution would take a long time and
therefore, while | support the whole resolution, I shall confine
myself to the principal issue of Office, as a specific amendment has
been brought to reject offices under the new constitution.

Much propaganda has been made against acceptance of office.
In my opinion, there is no office and there is no acceptance,
What lies behind the idea of this so-called acceptance of office by
the Congress is altogether different from acceptance by none
congressmen, There is nothing for the Government to give and
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there is nothing for us to accept. Just as you fight every inch of
your battle and win seats in the Legislatures, so also you capture
the ministries, In the same view which you have adopted for
entering Councils you will alse accept ministries and the same process
of reasoning applies, If you are not yielding to constitutionalism by
driving your opponents from the seats in the Legislatures, 1 submit,
you are no more yiclding to constitutionalism or lowering the flag
of the Congress by driving away your enemies from the strategic
position of the ministries, Do not look upon ministries as offices,
but as centres and fortresses from which British Imperialism is
radiated. Just as the Government have exploited our non-congress
countrymen on the floor of legislatures, they would, by our self-
denying ordinances exploit our own countrymen in the ministries.
I ask whether it is reasonable and wise, whether it is statesmanship
further to abandon those places of vantage to be filled in by reaction-
aries, If it is wrong to let your country be exploited it is hundred
times more wrong to let non-congressmen occupy those places and be
exploited by British Imperialism. 1 am not one of those who believe
that the idea of reformism or constitutionalism has come to take
hold of the Congress. The idea of revolution came into the Con-
gress full 15 years ago. Day after day it is increasing, The cap-
ture of offices is a question of strategy. The Councils cannot lead
us to constitutionalism; for we are not babics; we will lead the
Councils and use them for Revolution.

I would ask you to look at it from another aspect. You talk
of non-cooperation; for several years we have been fighting
the British Government in ficlds other than Legislatures, To-day
after long and costly experience we have lcarnt that the Le-

gislatures are also a ficld and a front which we should not leave
open to the reactionaries and to Government.  What does cap-

turc of office mean ¥ It only means supplementing and amplify-
ing your idea of non=cooperation. When Congressmen decide to
non-cooperate, not only should they not give cooperation to the
Government but, | submit, they should also prevent others from
cooperating with British Government in so far as it lies in their
power., Where then comes the question of working at the Re-
forms 7 You say by capture of office | work the reforms. But |
say, you are a“ov?r.ing the working of the reforms by rejecting
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offices. If you capture offices, you will prevent the working of the
constitution, Besides, much more can be done. You can at once
undo all communalism in public life and consolidate the national
forces. These strategic positions have been used to exploit the
nation and further to divide our own countrymen among them-
selves and to divide the masses from the Congress. By occupy-
ing those strategic positions you will prevent it. Congressmen
should not, therefore, allow anybody else to work the reforms,
Charge should not be made against those who advocate offices
when the proper time comes that they are working the reforms, for
as said above the criticism is shortsighted. Consider well whether
by a self-denying ordinance you would be working the reforms or
1t 1say, it will be those who are against acceptance of office
who will be helping the working of the new constitution. Subject
to this reservation I commend the resolution as passed by the Sub-
jects Committee for your wholehearted acceptance and | would
ask you to throw out the amendment to reject offices, To my so-
cialist comrades, | would say, capture or rejection of office is not a
matter of socialism. [ would ask them to realise that it is a matter
of strategy and 1 would ask you all to avoid repeating mistakes
for

“The moving finger writes and having writ,

Moves on: nor gl thy pieiy ner wid,

Can ture il back to cancel half a line,

Nor ail thy tears wash ont a word of it

Mr. M. R. Masani, speaking in support of Sardar Sardul

Singh’s amendment, said :

| have come here to support the amendment moved by Sardar
Sardul Singh Caveeshar. When | was in England six months ago
and | was trying to persuade British audiences to believe that
India would not touch the new constitution which was then being
passed into law, I was told by some of the English statesmen that
our own leaders would work the constitution. Those English
friends of mine seem to me now to have been nearer the truth

" than [ was !
This resolution means the working of the constitution.  The
speech of Mr, Prakasam made more clear the intention of the

sponsors of the resolution. The country owes a debt of grati
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tude to those like Messrs. Prakasam and Satyamurthi who haw
the courage of saying in public what others also believe but dar
not say openly. Look at the resolution, The preamble analyse:
the Act in strong language, But in the last part you feel the ab
solute inconsistency of the resolution. The first part is out o
touch with the last. The first part of the resolution says that the
Government of India Act must be rejected in jts entirety, Those
who talk of rejection of the constitution should not be reluctant
to accept the amendment of Mr. Sampurnanand. The Working
Committee wants to say that the situation is uncertain and in
view of the uncertainty of the situation, as it may develop, we
should not commit ourselves one way or other, My imagination
fails to comprehend what uncertainties there are which can pos-
sibly justify us in accepting ministerial offices. The British Govern-
ment has an army of occupation in this country. Does the Work-
ing Committee think that the ariny of occupation is going to be
withdrawn or does the Working Committee think that the British
Government is going to abdicate before the new Government of
India Act comes into operation ? Nothing short of the evacuation
of the country by the British forces can justify us in participating
in the Government of this country as Ministers and Governors,
Or can it be that what is awaited is a ‘gesture’ from Lord Linli
thgow ? The amendment | am supporting seeks to close the door
against acceptance of the constitution at any stage unless and
until it offers Complete Independence, Perhaps something short
of that is in the minds of the Working Committee. Can it be that
the present Viceroy is going and when Lord Linlithgow comes
they expect he will make some gesture ? If so, it would be a
dangerous outlook. It will mean that,the country will have to
learn all over again through bitter experience the lesson that there
is no difference between Willingdon and Linlithgow, They are all
out to exploit the country. | hope it will not be necessary for the
Congress to learn'that expericnce. The Working Committee seems
to be like & set of political Micawbers who, like: Dickens’ charac-
ter, are always ** waiting for something to turn up”’. They resem-
ble Micawber who was always bankrupt and yet always full of
optimism |

The Working Committee seems to be torn between two
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mentalities, the revolutionary mentality and the parliamentary men-
tality. Their past record of service of the Congress, the Congress
objective of Complete Independence, the method of Direct Action,
all pull them in the direction of struggle. On the other hand, the
defeat in the last Congress fight and the depression in the political
atmosphere pull them the other way. Today they are torn
between these two, and they seem to be looking round for some-
thing to encourage them to plunge down the slippery slope of
“constitutionalism.”

The first objection to this amendment is that we should utilise
the constitution. My friends, a conslitution is a machinery which
is evolved by a system of government to suit its own end and you
may not work it for any other purpose. The very resolution says
so, The Act is designed to perpetuate British domination, It is
not necessary to analyse the Act at any length, A brief exami-
nation will show that you cannot get anything out of it. So long
as the British army is there, so long as the process of exploitation
is there, you can’t get anything for the emancipation of the masses,
you can’t get anything for the education of the children of the
country. If you accept ministerships, you will only go there with
promises to the people which you can’t fulfil,

The example of Ireland has been cited. What a fantastic
analogy : The Irish Treety was negotiated after a successful civil
war. We have got the Government of India Act after the defeat
of the Civil Disobedience movement. Where is the analogy?
Where is DeValera with a revolver in his hand and where is
Mr. Satyamurthi with a resignation in his pocket !

Then we were told that we should accept offices till the country
is ripe for direct action. That shows a defeatist mentality and no
leadership, It is for us to raise the atmosphere of the country
from the depths of demoralisation into which it has fallen on
account of the want of leadership and vacillation. 1 submit, if we
fight the election on a militant economic programme and with the

slogan of a Constituent Assembly we shall be in a majority.
‘ We are told a Congress ministry will be able to hoist the
National Flag on Government schools and institutions. The day on
which the National Flag is hoisted under the Union Jack or along-
side with it, the National Flag will be polluted and a new National
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Flag will have to be invented, We must wait for the day when the
Union Jack can be pulled down and the National Flag hoisted in
its place, (( heers )

Acharya Kripalani in support of the Resolution said : —

Speaker after speaker has been talking beside the point.
There is nothing in the official resolution which talks about accep-
tance or non-acceptance of office, It is quite possible that accep-
tance may be a snare and a delusion. The contrary also may be
quite possible. The resolution is very simple and no arguments
have been adduced to show that we are not justified in exercising
the caution that we have hitherto exercised, that is that it is not
yet time for us to decide one way or the other as to what method
we shall adopt to implement our determination to reject the Cons-
titution. Qur friends, those who are against the acceptance of
office, the Socialist group, consider themselves to be the guardians
of the revolutionary spirit. But [ am afraid all their logic is cons-
titutional. The arguments they advance are the very same that
were advanced in 1920 and 1921 against Council-entry. In those
days we had rejected the Montague-Chelmsford Reforms. Under
Gandhiji's guidance we argued that entry into the Councils even
for opposition would be tantamount to cooperation and therefore
to acceptance of the Reforms. That is the logic of constitutional
democray. It is derived from the constitutional practice of demo-
cratic countries where even opposition is a necessary activily of the
Government and amounts to cooperation. Such opposition accepts
the basic principles of the Constitution and works within its frame-
work. A revolutionary party rejecting the very basis of a cons-
titution, if and when it chooses to enter the Councils or accepts
office, must not be supposed to be in the same position and guided
by the same principles and philosophy as a democratic constitu-
tional opposition. It is guided by a more dynamic and revolutionary
logic and strategy. This revolutionary logic was consciously or
unconsciously used by the Swaraj Parly when they entered the
Councils. They argued that if the Congress boycotted the Councils
certain positions of advantage would be occupied by the reac-
tionary elements in the countryto the injury of the new movement
and the strengthening of the Government. The Swarajists did
not allow their judgment to be warped because they had used
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the words non-cooperation and rejection. A revolutionary party
cannot be guided by the rules of a formal logic. So the logic of
the situation as against pre-conceived ideas and practice pre-
vailed. Even Gandhiji was converted. He today not only advo-
cates Council-entry but believes that this kind of seemingly
constitutional action by the party of direct action has come to stay.

In consonance with this revolutionary logic we are told by the
advocates of Council-entry that it would be folly not to capture
the Councils. At the same time they tell us that it would be folly
to accept nffice. When we ask, why we should go to the councils,
we are told, in order to support our programme; as if people who
are in favour of office-acceptance cannot use the same phraseo-
logy and say that they too advocate acceptance only to strengthen
the Congress programme. If revolutionary mentality can be sup-
ported by entry into Councils it is quite possible to support it by
acceptance of office. 1 am not advancing these arguments to sup-
port officeracceptance. That question does not arise today and
the resolution before you makes no mention of it. I am at present
only concerned with exposing the logic or the want of it in the
arguments of these self-constituted leaders of the revolutionary
spirit who want to instil this spirit in all and sundry, not exclu-
ding the members of the Working Committee, They want to
instil this spirit in Rajendra Babu and even Mahatma Gandhi
for according to them they too are the non-official allies of the
bureaucracy.

President: Nobody has said so here,

Acharya Kripalani: No, 1 am referring to past history.

President: We have nothing to do with past history here. We
are concerned only with the present and the future. I would also
ask the speaker not to make any personal references.

Acharya Kripalani: | make no personal references but I am
entitled to refer,... .........

President: Order, Order.

Acharya Kripalani: | bow to the decision of the Presi-
dent. Somebody here said that the country wants bread. He as-
ked, can this bread be had by acceptance of office? May we ask
if the same bread can be had by going into the Councilst The
whole point is that if we can advance our aims and objects
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through the councils we can also do this by capturing ofice. At
least those who advocate office-acceplance can use the very same
argumenis,

The advocates of office cay that if the Government makes an
excessive use of the powers of certification and thus makes the
retention of office inconsistent with national good they would
withdraw from office, Those against office reply that if the Minis-
ters have ultimately to withdraw what is the fun of accepting
ofice. This again is strange logic. Many times we have gone to
the Councils and when there has been a call to direct aclion we
have withdrawn from them and yet we go again and again know-
ing fully well that we will have 1o come out agzain. In the same
way we may accept office and come out when necessary and even
go in again just when it suits our revolutionary purpose.

The question therefore of acceptance or non-acceptance can
be logically argued one way or the other according 1o the political
bias and taste of the disputants.  What the Working Committee,
however, has kept before the nation is very simple and modest.
The Working Committce does not want the forces of the country
to be divided on this issue, at present, There are still eight or ten
months or may be even twelve months, before we will be actually
faced with this question, In these days when things move, as we
are told, at aeroplane speed anything may happen within this
time. It will thercfore serve no purpose if we divide just at present
on this temporary issue that may soon disappear.

| cannot say whether those who may be accepting office
would carry out their work in a revolutionary spirit. 1t will all
depend upon men who are sent and the spirit of vigilance in the
country. For me it is sufficient to know that there are some very
moderate items of our programmec in which if spirit is infused
there will be a resurgence of national lite, We cannot lose sight
of the fact that we are in the grip of depression. This should not
mean that we shall  refuse to do little reformatory things because
at present the spirit of doing great things is notin us. We are
just like an army in barracks. What does such an armydo ¥ All
its aclivily appears peaceful, tame, somelimes even useless.  The
soldicers dig trenches that they fill up the next day, they go on big
marches that lead nowhere, they shoot at targets without killing.
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All this 1o the untrained eye has no value and
icads nowhere. But to the trained military eye all this digging,
drilling, marching and shooting however apparently useless is a
necessary part of the preparation for war. I this was neglected
no armies would be fit to fight. Even in a revolutionary movement
there may be time of comparative depression and inactivity. At
such times whatever programmecs are devired have necessarily an
appearance of reformatory activity but they are a necessary part
of all revolutionary strategy. When actual direct action starts,
not only will there be no talk about Ministry but even the Coun-
cils, as in the past, may be emptied of Congress members.

The next speaker was Mr. Chapalakanta Bhattacharya who
said:—

On rising to support the amendment moved by Mr, Dhires
Chakravarti for rejection of the Communal Award along with the
Constitution, | must in the first place express my surprise at the ad-
vice given by Mr, Meher Ali to his Socialist friends to remain neu-
tral over this. 1 shall go further and say that [ feel pained at this
attitude. We are all out to fight the imperialist forces that keep
India in subjugation. Hence it behoves us to resist every impe-
rialist measure adopted for that purpose. [ am yet to find a man
who will not admit that the so-called Award is the most anti-
national device through which the imperialist forces intend conso-
lidating their position. To think of fighting the Imperialist and
yet leave the Award untouched is like an attempt to resist anenemy
without resisting the weapon he is fighting with.

The amendment relates to the Resolution for rejection of the
new Constitution which has been moved on behalf of the Working
Committee this afternoon.  In moving his amendment Mr. Chak-
ravarti has already gone into the demerits of the so-called Award
itself. So | need not repeat them. As Sj. Subhas Chandra Bose
has said, the Communal Decision is the most anti-national device
as yet invented by human genius. The nationalist-minded Indians
of all communities are unanimous on this point that if this perni-
cious device is allowed to remain and work, it will smash our body
politic into splinters. The only question that remains for our
consideration is the propriety of the present Congress attitude
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towards the same, The amendment aims at defining the Congress
attitude clearly, precisely and correctly.

Ladics and Gentlemen, it was on the 18th June, 1934, that
the Congress Working Committee fixed upon the now-famous
formula of the “non-acceptance and non-rejection.”” The blessed
year of 1934 has gone by and so has the year 1935; and now we
are approaching the middle of 1936. If after the passage of this
long period, you now allow it to go out to the world that the Com-
munal Dccision of the British Government is such a precious thing
that you are not able to make up your mind upon its rejection even
now, this indecisive attitude of yours will not only stultify the Con-
gress but impair the seriousness of all its deliberations.

The amendment of Mr, Chakravarti has been necessitated by
the fact that the official resolution on the Government of India Act is
defective and misleading in a material point, The first paragraph
concludes by saying that‘‘the Congress reiterates the rejection of the
constitution in its entirety.” Apparently this reiteration refers to
the Bombay Congress resolution of October 1934 on the White
Paper. But as the present Constitution Act was not passed at
that time there could have been no rejection of this constitution then.
Therefore, reiteration of the rejection of the constitution can have
no meaning so far as the actual rejection of the present constitu-
, speak

out in plain and simple terms “this Congress rejects the

tion is concerned. If you really want to reject it

constitution,”

But this has not been done, and, | think with a purpose. ltis
difficult to believe that the shrewd framers of the resolution did not
see through this patent defect. What | apprehend is that in the
use of that one word “reiterates” there is an attempt to keep intact
the position taken up at Bombay. Rejection of the constitution by
the present rosolution will have the same meaning as the rejection
by the Bombay resolution. This is a position we are not prepared to
accept. We could never agree to the attitude taken up at Bombay
and for the same reasons we can never reconcile ourselves with
the present resoluion as it is.

What was the attitude adopted at Bombay is known to you
all. It was this that the constitution can be rejected without at
the same time rejecting the so-called Communal Award on which
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the constitution is based. As I have said this is an intolerable po-

sition. So we are left with no option but to press the amendment

to clinch the issue. We want nothing more than the insertion of

the words “including the Communal Award’ after ‘Constitution” .
in the resolution.

If the present resolution were the very first pronouncement of
the Congress on the subject, we might have remained satisfied in a
way. Because rejection of the constitution “in its entirety’ would
have automatically involved the rejection of the Award. But ] ask
my friends here to remember that we are not writing on a clean
slate. The resolution proposed this evening will have to be exi)lai-
ned and elucidated with reference to the context provided by the
Bombay resolution. The resolution while definitely rejecting the
White Paper refused to rejectthe Award. This has naturally given
rise to the impression that it is possible to reject White Paper
or the Constitution without involving the rejection of the Award
along with it. This dual policy laid down by the Bombay Con-
gress has created a state of puzzle and perplexity which requires
clarification, If it is now really and sincerely intended that the
rejection of the constitution is to involve the rejection of the Award,
this must be stated in such clear terms from which we may be as-
sured that the dual policy adopted at Bombay has been definitely
abandoned. Let all quibbling and sophistry be laid at rest once
for all,

[ know that here | shall be faced with the bogey of Mussal-
mans falling out from the Congress. To be frank with you, I must
say that to us the bogey has no reality at all. [t has been raised,
we think, by interested persons in order to hustle us into an un-
comfortable position where we would never go with eyes open,
On the one hand it is stated that the Congress cannot reject the
Award because the Mussalmans in the Congress are so touchy
over it as not to hear of its rejection. On the other hand it is main-
tained that the rejection of the Award is involved in the rejection
of the Constitution. The position is wholly inconsistent and gives
rise to a very pertinent question. If the rejection of the Constitu-
tion really involves the rejection of the Award, how is it that the
Mussalmans who are said to be dead against the rejection of the
latter, are swallowing the rejection of the former so readily and
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without a murmur? It cannot but provoke the suspicion that some-
where a trap has been laid and we cannot but be ton wary in ow
footsteps.

One more word and 1 have finished. It was at Lucknow,
gentlemen, that the communal spirit was first introduced into the
Congress through the well-known Lucknow Pact. With our expe-
riecnce of the havoc it has caused over lwenty long ycars, let Luck-
now now have the glory of completely exorcising that spirit.  Let
the false step taken in 1916 be retraced and rcctified before fur-
ther mischicf takes place. Let the Congress turn its face from the
blind alley to which it has been led by repeated concessions to
communal demands at the cost of nationalism,

Gentlemen, | appeal to you to support the amendment of Mr,
Chakravarti.

Dr. Khan Sahib spoke in support of the official resolution in
Hindustani : —

gl Wq dfadea & g & aFal afed | Frgand sm@ &
frar 7 famaardt wiowt & € &1 gAT ST FF U A &1 FE |
gH wifgd & go =9l Aarmt &1 famna & sie o dma 3 fad
A0 w1 Fy @ & % e gw sla@ ) Sfex 31 % {5 en aswa
ST QAT ATHL FE A F AL &, T gTOT § awd 21 F q=EE
97 SN UAT ST 8, FAI6 I gI@a § graig % WEH, S
JE 931 @ g9 i wazt 5 e g5 e gy &, gmT a iy
9T 1 B FAAT GEFA (5 0F1 S HL1 E @ BAT £ & g
avka a7 Jam ! gg W Fg Sar £ B Sag 12 eF 91E 3R w9
7% ATAA g 1A 15 €7 901a HqA g14 § A g 81 98 W) garsa
%, W g I @Eaam fzard f6 FEA 3 HIAT g7 qg wON, W
ag 33, 9T At 7 3qH ABAAT EO—FIA ALT B QU T 5 FF—
agf s dim agd W 3T AN | A W gmE M A 37 7w R
& ot armaard) sifaq £

Sri Swami Sahajanand made the following speech in Hindi
on the amendment of Sardar Sardul Singh:—

# gzar & b5 #m g @0 ws ga2 F freng w@ 2 1 gam
& ufqm § §a9 # ga od mi e a3 & 1 afE'w %A 51 seaT
2% § 99 WEAT § AT gl &, 90 397 W7 57 9 fawfaand ga
o & 6 AT Ay 11 £ M #g |/ & (R gdlesT Age e
FHTIBANME L)

e T A d 95 w1 qar @1 6 o (A g faam & @
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AT ST E; ST T4 WG @9E F1 NG H we d 07 G
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The next speaker was Mr. Satyamurti, who made the follow=
ing speech: —

It is time that [ invite your attention to the actual wording
of the resolution. The resolution is this :

“The question of acceptance or non-acceptance of office by
Congress members elected to the Legislatures under the constitu-
tion having been agitated in the country, the Con_gress in view of
the uncertainties of the situation as it may develop, considers it
inad.isable to commit itself to zny decizion at this stage on the
question and leaves it 1o be decided at the proper time by the
A. 1. C. C. after consulting the Provincial Congress Committees.”

You are asked to suspend your judgment, until you arein a
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better position to judge. | should like to know what possible
objection can be taken to this, from any point of view. Correct
judgment is {ar more important than premature judgment,

I would prefer a judgment to-day in favour of acceptance of
office. But we are content to w ait, because we know time is with
us. The country is with us. Indeed, we cannot accept office, nor
get an offer of office, unless the country is with us, We do not
want to cripple judgment. Let the country hear both sides.
There is no use indulging in mutual recriminations,

We have heard a great dcal about “revolutionary mentality.”
I have heard This in hundreds of speeches and read it in tons of
papers. But the only revolution the country has seen for the last
fiftcen years is the revolution conducted by Mahatma Gandhi, and
conducted by those, many of whom are now members of the
Working Committee,

“Acceptance of office” is a wrong term. It is no “acceptance
of office,” but capture of power from the enemy. We can defeat
the enemy, if we capture power from them. If we capture power
in all the provinces —and | venture to suggest that we can, if we
fight clearly on the issue that we would accept office in the legis-
lature, in order to fight the enemy, if we go and educate and ask
the 35 millions of voters to cast their votes in favour of the Indian
National Congress,—and they do so, it will be no mean achieve-
ment, All the world will understand that the claim that Mahatma
Gandhi made at the second Round Table Conference, that the
Congress represents the masses, is true.

I venture to suggest that today the differcnce between those
who oppose the Working Committee’s resolution and those who
accept it, is a very narrow one. You want to captu}-e the legis-
latures on a definite political and economic programme, | suggest,
to the extent you enter the legislatures, you accept the Act and all
the rules there-under. We want to take a step further, You are
no more rejecting the Act than we are.

[ say there is no immediate alternative programme before the
country and I challenge the Socialists to place a programme before
the country, In the absence of any other programme, accept
mine. [t may be small, but it is something. Some action is better
than idleness. You say direct action is out of the question at
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present. We should put our own house first in order. Cultivate
contact with the masses, with the 35 millions of voters.

Some members cried:  Why 35 millions only?

Mr. Satyamurthi: Ask Lord Lothian. He has enfranchised
35 millionz, 1f possible, do enfranchise others.

I suggest, our honest object should be to sweep away the de-
featist mentality among us, I ask, whether the vote of the Assem-
bly rejecting the Ottawa Agreement did not raise our headr in the
country, Why deceive ourselves? Working among the masses—
to carry on election propaganda among them, is a magnificent
opportunity of working among the masses,

[ want to make no false expectations 1o be roused, no unneces-
sary hopes to be entertained. To the extent we can, we must try
to make the unwanted Federation still-born. If we create dead-
locks in the provinces, this Federation will not come, So far as the
provinces are concerned, | know the Governors’ safeguards are
there. But when Ministers with a national outlock go into the
citadel of power, | suggest, those Ministers with the national out-
look ready to carry out Congress mandates, drawing Rs. 500/-
per month, will certainly raise the tone of the nation. 1 am not a
man who worships power, But, Mr. President, i{ today, there
are {ifty Congress Ministers seated at your feet, ready to carry on
the Congress programme, ready to resign at your behest, will not
that make the power of the masses great? Can you deny that?

Some members cried: What about Raghavendra Rao?

Mr. Satyamurthi: | belong to the honest band of Congress-
men, All exceptions prove the rule. If your argument is that all
will be like Raghavendra Rao, God help you. 1 should have far
greater belief in the Congress. [f you cannot get fifty honest
Congressmen to be Ministers, shut your doors. | may be un-
worthy, but your President is not,

A great deal of play has been made by your distinguished
self, Mr. President, on my humble argument of singing national
songs and flying national flags. You unfurled the national flag.
Why did you do that? The Union Jack has not been pulled down,
But is it a wrong or inconsistent feeling? If the national flag flies
in every town, over every hospital, school, college, and other insti-
tutions, and if the song of V'ande Mataram is sung day after day, it
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will create a new mentality in the country. Only ignorance and

prejudice can deny that.

Ministers can do something even without extra money. They
can at least promote khadi, swadeshi, and help the Village [ndus-
tries Association. The Congress ministers will be able to remove
fear from the heads of our people. The policemen, who affect to
be Gods, will be our servants, They will be taught that they are
servants of the people and not their masters, Is nol that lesson
worth teaching?

Let us follow the examples of other countries, Mr. Massani
says : Where is DeValera with a revolver in his hand and where
is Satyamurthi ¥ Mr. DeValera is in Ireland, | am in India. Ireland
is committed to violence; India is committed to non-violence.
That's all the difference. Fifty Congress Ministers with resignations
in their pockets will be far more powerful than threats of revolvers,
Revolvers will kill men, but resignations will kill systems.

There is a negative attitude in our advocating acceptance of
ofice. We wanttoprevent reactionaries occupying the positions of
power. [want you to remember that. The Congress has to fight
many enemies. Let us not allow our enemies to be put in power to
oppress us. He is a wise General, who meets his enemies in ad-
vance. | ask the Congress to follow wise Generalship. | want to
capture positions of vantage and compel Governors to use safe-
guards. If he does not, | win. If he does, also [ win. The res-
ponsibility of creating deadlocks will be on the heads of Governors
and not on ours. Those of you who understand strategy, should
support me in this. We do not accept the Act for a minute. We
want to destroy it, at the earliest possible moment. We believe
ours is the right method to do that, We want to prevent the
Government of India Act from functioning, and we want to use it
partially to scrve our people, and mostly to prevent the mischief
of others. We will not allow repression on our people, we will
not allow our people to be exploited, and we shall not be respon-
sible for deficit budgets. | believe the constitution is so mis-
chievous, so much the work of the Devil himself, that unless we
capture powers under it, it will tend to demoralise the nation. |
believe there is one bonafide argument against this position, |
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recognize, unless we take all necessary and reasonable precau-
tions, there is a danger of acceptance of office proving a source of
demoralisation. Let us all put our heads together, and evolve a
machinery which will prevent this catastrophe. Vote to-day for
the resolution to enable you to have better judgment. A wrong
step to-day will mean disaster for ten years. A right step to-day
will bring Swaraj nearer.

Mr. Gopika Bilas Speaking on Sardar Sardul Singh’s amend-
ment said:—

I have come here to support the amendment of Sardar Sardul
Singh Caveeshar. The resolution of the Working Committee has
come upon us as a surprise, As it is, it is inconsistent, impolitic
and indecisive. The resolution in one breath asks us to reject the
constitution, but remains silent over the acceptance or non-accep-
tance of office. | remember that day when the Bombay Congress
condemned the White Paper in unequivocal terms. Today, when
you know the constitution is worse than the White Paper, when_
you are seated in a peaceful atmosphere on that decorated dais,
you cannot give a direct and correct lead to the whole nation,
which the nation wants from you.

It is agreed that we shall reject the constitution; but shall we?
There are two definite ways: one by boycotting Councils and an-
other by creating deadlocks within the Councils, The question of
boycotting councils does not arise, as it is an admitted fact that
boycotting will not serve us any useful purpose. But if we create
deadlocks in the councils with a policy of continuous and uniform
obstruction, we can make the functioning of this constitution ab-
solutely impossible  And this is the only effective weapon in our
hands to make the constitution impossible. That is the only prac-
tical method to reject the constitution, and there can be no
other,

By accepting ministry, you accept the constitution— a constitu-
tion which has been thrust upon us against the will of the whole
nation, a constitution so tactfully devised to annihilate the very
spirit of the nation. That constitution you are going to accept by
accepting ministry. The whole key lo the constitution remains
in the pocket of the Governors in the shape of safeguards. You
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cannot do anything. Mr. Satyamurthi says: you can carry on
constructive work in the country in a far better way. [ am asha-
med to hear that, It is an admission of defeat on the part of
Congressmen. He says he will be able to do much if he accepts
ministry. Take the case of Bengal which is practically passing
through ruthless repression.  Let Mr. Satyamurthi accept Ministry
there, Will he be able to release a single detenue or will he be
able to remove the policy of repression? No. Then why should we
accept office?

You say: We are here, we all workers are here to create a
spirit of revolution in the country, If we accept office today, our
whole mission will be frustrated. We will go to pieces. If you
accept office, it will be a victory for Willingdon. He will say: |
have carried on a systematic policy which has crushed the Cong-
ress movement, The Indians have accepted the constitution. It
will spell disaster on the country if you accept the resolution.

Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya spoke in Hindustani generally
on the resolution. He did not speak for or against any amend-
ment or the main resolution. His speech was as follows:—
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85

faafifpad UM $ mMeM A | 97 FEA M ET / A[@ T
2 f fergvarht Q1 A1 919 FRTadEdi & Wi GATCR FY B HRArA
fa WK gAr fafy & s=t@d fram srﬁanﬁ:rﬁ fram 3
sty ST @ ) A | AT FEN F1 AR9d a7 AGT & (6 AT
firepr TS 1 €W TOAFE T E GG gH A2 T B dafad 309 B
YA uFet B AR T A

3 F7 91 A Argd At 2 B wrdwar @ wf $ 2 S8 @
YT FA H A7 & 9 GF, TG A q9F § 79 6% 30 9 9@ @ (99
JaR 7 & o, wifEr SyEt #OHE d AT TT TGO B AT R |
& AT A G i A2 FFew war Fafaat s sl
T, faad mmaafamﬁﬂ:ﬁaﬁ%mawa?ml |

aFsafas famg % g0 30§ 9rFazies wegew =Ko ag
mngIvgﬁaxmglmqgmirﬂﬁ{?‘fqa’tm?laaaﬁmsrfa
fra 2o i fya Sar ar @R EwR 3 gd |us S o adi g
ferg TN amwifre Fraa 3 frar 2 1 o0 feen S et asiigEm &
:ﬁmﬁaﬁaﬁrlﬁﬁtrﬁvam FA1 & 5 977 9% gFanfEs
frga wpr @m, |us aﬂﬁaﬁaa‘rr-r%mﬁaﬁag el ¥

artuq%éa’ﬁa @m«ﬁ FIS AT B WiggaE g e
HAMT B FWEER AT A T 1A GER & w9 "t
forala B omm 39 D fod adt s e | A S qUIT & wrw § qwwkar
FH F 9T F @I E | 39D ar#%ﬂ%ﬁmﬁr Ufas gt § owar
FOH THA A1 ARA AR AL E SR 9T S IREATE AGRAT A
Ayl §o TARTAIT HE& F1 GOl T SAH GRHET F A9 D e w29 |

4@ & Wi A5 € (% /91 {99 had saie awar T # fe
gma =i daT § arngias Sard 39 @ O afmagea |
Fafad dma F Jaa 5 HIW R @ m%ateﬁwm STEl € |
afy M@ TER F AT FE FF g AW, AR UHIE ¥ SgEr
Y HIT WA H30 At § q77 ¥ GR T Q¥ =9 0T =g A @
Fm A ANE F BEF VLA WY 9T AW TN B GFH Ak £ |
§ gz aft onw o= 65 3 Grag v 38 50 IR Sitge ¥ oW
& w21 39 $7 =0 a2, WK AESgiaE Qe e O 39 e )
ﬁ:ﬂﬂ&ﬁﬂ@ﬂ%mﬁr&ar%mtaﬂm FATR S IZE
'ﬂwﬁné\qumﬁ'&’t%mﬁ*%mﬂﬂqwa%ﬁﬁi@mma
FTTHY §, T EUFA T GG FIAT Tgd HR At A% 300 @A § |

Mr. M. Annapurniah made the following speech:—

There is an impression that South India is synonymous with
acceptance of office. Already three speakers from the South have
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spoken in favour of office-acceptance, but I stand here today to
" oppose ‘the same.

Acharya Kripalani has just said that the Working Committee
only took cautious steps in shelving the question. I submit, this
is not caution, but dangerou#timidity and indecision, This ques-
tion has been agitated in the country for nearly a year now, and
the Working Committec had promised the country that a decision
would be taken at Lucknow. And yet today we are not going
to take any decision. We are simply postponing it once more, It
is this indecision on the part of the Working Commiitee that has
been responsible for the deterioration of the morale in the Cong-
ress. If the Working Committee had given a bold lead some
months ago, there would have been no bitter controversy about it
today. | therefore, lay the blame for this inaction in the coun-

try at the door of the Working Committee.

The argument advanced by the supporters of office-accep-
tance is this: They want to prevent reactionaries from accep-
ting positions of vantage, from accepting ministerships. | suggest
a simple way of preventing the same., We go to the councils to
prevent reactionaries entering the councils, Acceptance of office
means this :  We presume that we would be in a majority. If we
get a majority, we not only refuse to accept ministry ourselves,
we also refuse to allow reactionaries to get the ministry, because
the moment they accept ministry we will vote it down, Therefore
we need not wait till we get an opportunity of creating deadlocks
after we accept ministry. | cannot wait for such long time for
wrecking the constitution,  Acceptance of office will also mean
acceptance of Lhe constitution and not its rejeclion to which the
Congress is definitcly committed, Therefore, all talk of wrecking
the constitution while promising to hoist national flags and
introduce national songs is contrary to the spirit of the resolution,
Mr. Satyamurthi while supporting the resolution really spoke
against it. Mr. Satyamurthi's argument doesnot, therefore de-
serve any more answer, '

Another point has been raised by Pandit Govind Ballabh
Pant. [ do not understand Hindi, therefore, I could not follow
his speech, He said that in the course of 8 or 9 months an inter
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national situation might develop which might necessitate our
accepting office. If, as far as | can see, any such situation is to
develop, it would be a World War that might break out, and that
will be a great opportunity for pusting our fight and putting
beiore the country a dynamic programme, Further more, former-
lv also when Deshbandhu Das and Pandit Motilal Nehru
started the Swaraj Party and later on the Congress at Cawnpore
accepted Council-entry, it was done definitely on the issue of
voting down office. The Congress Assembly Elections were
fought on the issue of rejection of White Paper. Today the
resolution definitely says that the Government of India Act is in
many respects worse than the White Paper. The Congress after
the deliberation voted down acceptance of office long ago, With
these words [ commend the amendment of Sardar Sardul Singh
Caveeshar for your acceptance,

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel made the following speech in
Hindustani in favour of the Working Committee’s resolution:—
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The amcndments were then put to vote one by one and de-
clared lost while the main resolution was carried. The amendment
of Sardar Sardul Singh Caveshar was defeated by roughly 400
votes against 250, The house was divided on the second amend-
ment moved by Mr. Sampurnanand which was rejected by 487
votes against 255. The third and fourth amendments moved by
Seth Govind Das and Mr. Dhiresh Chakraverty respectively were
lost by overwhelming majorities, The main resolution was adopted
after which the Congress adjourned at 1 a. m. to reassemble at
5-30 p. m, the next day.
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Cpen Sessicn [+-4-56.
THIRD DAY'S FROCEEDINGS.

The Congress met again at 53-30 p. m. on April 14. The pro-
ceedings opened by Pandit Jawahar Lal Nehru moving from the
chair the following resolution relating to Indians Abroad:—

10. INDIANS ABROAD.

“ThisCongress reiterates ils sympathy for the Indian settlersin
South Africa, East Africa, Zanzibar, and the Fiji Islands and dep-
lores the continuing deterioration in their status and the privation
of personal and property rights in spite of past agreements and
declarations of Local and British Governments and assures them
of its readiness to take such action as may be within its power to
ameliorate their condition.”

Panditji explained the resolution in Hirdi as follows: —

‘o i @ TR W, AT SHE, SYER ®RK N i
YR FAEdt $ 919 O S ST T & W TE N9 ST 8
f& e ity fafen a@FERi  SfaamEg £ 20 311 398 =IgsRt &
FNH A EE AR TF TR AGEK N AR, B =
TIEEA (O & f6 faet SE% G § ST IS 7 guRY &7
T FE N

President: “ared # 1A% FIT SMAHIZAST e 918 9 AfEd
T T B for 37 3@ T A B qg Rt AR Tz AE ) g wreEt
£ IS |TEAI TSN F1 9 597 7€l & 1% fegmm @ fed s
aifas 1 ST | 3 TEnT ¥ gI W5 @ G999 # 31 39 GER 3
AT 7E #4 M} Hite qg fEar A AR am fra 9@ A aga
T AR AFH LV

Swami Bhawani Dayal from South Africa was then called
upon to speak on the resolution. He made the following speech in
Hindustani:—

T4 i § 97 § 9few gl ;T 31 3or@ 2, s8] I apd
1 A 9w ST B %2 99 i {1 29l whe A gfiaea 9@ER S
HATA TRAFIEE] $ 93 @Al F1 R R 9T W E | 5T |y
F FM9T AW 09 wfedwa & @i § o TPEw T 91 =K
fergea @ 79 T34 W T2f uRdEt #1 g1 e 6 S @
QU 11 &% T1 | §ES A1 BIR(IT F GEEEI gAT | fEeg WR qg
Fwsi o arg fra man § | =T oftaifes e W Sa ag € e
HuE frgedl OF W@ I a9 W E 195 7 E ) T4 gn a2
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The resolution was passed,

Next Sri Purushottam Das Tandon moved the following
resolution regarding “Congress and mass contacts™ :--

11 ContinEss AND Mass CONTACTS

“I'he Congrens s el opinion thet it is desicable to develop closer
association between the masses and  tho Congress organization, so that
they iy take greater share i the  shaping of Congress policy and
in ity wetivities, and the organization might become even more respon-
wive to their needs and desires,  With o view to this, end further to
bring abont closer cooperntion with other arganizalions, of peasants
workers und others, which aim at the froadom of the Indinn people and
to wmake the Congress a joint front of nll the anti-imperislist elements
in the conntry, this Coneress appoinls a commiltes  consisting  of
Srivats Rajendrn Praswd,  Jaivaodns Danlatram  and  Jayprakash
Narnyan to make reconnmnendations in this behelf including proposals
for such amendinent of the constitution us may be considered necessary.
The Committee shall report to the AL €, € through the Working
Committer by the end of July 1086 and s report  shall  be then
cireulated to provincisl and distriet committees for opinion.  The final
recommendations of the A. 1. C. C. on the report shall be placed
before the next sessinn of the Congross,”
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The mover made the following speech in Hiadustani in support
of the resolution : —
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Acharya Kripalani formally seconded the resolution. Then
Sri Sampurnanand moved the following amendment: —

“After the words “considered necessary™ add “so as to pro-
vide inter alia for the direct representation of organized peasants
and workers,”

In support of the amendment he said : —

tmar—:'t HEAEEN 3T AHT mmqﬂéﬁﬁﬁ zgiat 4 29 am
qRit F1 Afa, CE ST aEfas s @l gn & gar & g
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=R S A TET | saat AN e A A e g a9 #
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Sri Vishambhar Dayal Tripathi supported the amendment and

made the following speech :—

A A% FEFC 06 AT @ A fagifa @ & =i
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Sn Jairamdas Daulatram then spoke supporting the resolu-
t'ljn;__
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Swami Sehjanand supported Sri Sampurnanand’s amwendment
in the following words :—

s dm = 38 oSt Y At o, a9 S, T sk
O Y T B IR E WK OIS TS S SR S aRT )
frgR W OY Feam @FT 200 §o T q to 5o IfiTRT ST W T =ik
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A T91 | TR S T TR E A SE e ww §
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Srt Purushottamdas Tandon then replied to the debate :—
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“The resolution was put to vote by the President and declared

carried by an overwhelming majority.

Sri Bhulabhai Desai next moved the resolution relating to
“Agrarian programme,” In doing so Mr. Desai said :—

Mr. President, after many years | have great pleasure in stand-
ing before my fellow delegates to the Indian National Congress,
and [ value the privilege particularly because | have been asked to
move a resolution which deals with the biggest problem with which
India has been ever faced. The resolution runs as follows : —

12. AGRARIAN PROGRAMME.

“This Congress is of opinion that the most impaortant and
urgent problem of the country is the appaling poverty, unemploy-
ment and indebtedness of the peasantry, fundamentally due to
antiquated and repressive land tenure and revenue systems and
intensified in recent years by the great slump in prices of agricul-
tural produce. The final solution of this problem inevitably in-
volves the removal of British imperialistic exploitation, a thorough
change of the land tenure and revenue system and a recognition
by the State of its duty to provide work for the rural unemployed

masses,

“In view, however, of the fact that agrarian conditions and land
tenure and revenue systems differ in the varjous Provinces, it is
desirable to consult the Provincial Congress Committees in the
drawing up of a full All India Agrarian Programme as well as a
programme for each Province, This Congress, fherefore, calls upon
each Provincial Congress Committee to make recommendations in
detail to the Working Committee by the 31st August, 1936, for
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beimg comsidered aned pleced before the All India Congress Com-
1L Freodom of oxgeaintion of sgriceliwral hbosrers and
peasanls.

2. Selcgesrding of the mieyests of peasants where there
are mivrardosies betweea the State aad them-
selves.

3. Just amd fxir relief of agricelitayal ndebierdoess mckad-
mp myears of rest awd reveome.

4. Emsmcipetion of the pessamts from fewmdal 2od seou-
femdal levies.

5. Substmsiiel reduction i= respect of rent and revenue
demands.

6. A just alotment of the Stale expeaditure for the socal,
ecomcmic and cultersl sweaXies of villages.

7. Protection agaimst berascing restrictioes on the ot
sation of local natural fzcilities for their domestic
and agricalteral nesds .

8. Freedom from oppression and bar asszmeat atthe hands
of Gowt. officals and landlords,

9. Fostering ndustries for refieving roral wnemployment ™

I confrss it would be hardly possible, even # [ have the time,
to do justice to the numerons #emc which [ bave read  out hefore
you [ shall, therefore, occupy the time at wmy disposal in the
statessent of the important aspect of the prohlem. '

1 should bke f0 draw your attention to the fact that so far as
the cowntry is concerned, | a2m one of those who stand for its self-
&yh&r&&m thooght and actheny. There
is nothing that we cannot prodwee by way of vatural product or
fiched product for the consassption of the people of the land
even ¥ they were mmuitiplied 4 or 5 thars of the present oaember.

k should be remembered that so far as factory labour in this
country is concerned, it is at its best compatation aboat a milon
or fifteen lakbs today. Even if & were increased to the Emits to
which indostrial expansion could aliow, — and for that proposition
I stand in agrecment with others, for more and more industriafisa
tion of the country s0 that we could produce enough not to
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necessitate purchase of finished products from other countrics-at
its best computation about a million more could be employed in
the expansion of our industrial produce. You have scope for
expansion in textile, you have scope for expansion in iron and steel,
you have scope for expansion in other industries, and 1 shall not
tire out your patience with the enumcration of other industries in
which employment to the labour of India could be given. Still the
greatest problem of the country must necessarily be—having
regard to the proportion of the population that live by agriculture
to the rest of the employed in factories and workshops—and it is
true to say that the main and biggest problem is the agrarian ques-
tion, Apart from reconstruction of society, with which [ do not at
present deal —pending any such great consummation, it is our duty
not to stop short of doing whatever we can do, whatever steps we
can take for the amelioration of the peasants, while working to
the best of our energy for the political freedom in the first in-
stance, [t is impossible to divide the life of people into compart-
ments, political, economic, social, religious and other compart-
ments, Today‘ all those who divide life in these divisions, only
divert the attention of people from the political and economic pro-
blems towards social and religious and other favourite pastimes.
Time has arrived when all the political power should be used sole-
ly for the purpose of raising the standard of living of the agricul-
turists, It is well-known that at the best computation the average
income of an Indian does not exceed Rs. 60 to Rs. 72 per year.
You can easily imagine that with this income the average Indian
perhaps cannot get even one square meal. Human life now re-
quires more humane treatment, That, | consider, is a correct atti-
tude. Conditions have changed and even in the capitalist state of
society, labour is no longer considered as a commodity. [t is re-
regarded as'ahuman element, which requires sufficient food, clothing
shelter and education. We are living under conditions which are
below the standard of human living. Therefore, the agrartan prob-
lem should now engage the best attention of Indian workers and
statesmen. [t is time that we should discuss the real problem of
the land. The biggest and most dificult of solutions of the pro-

blems today is agrarian poverty and agrarian indebtedness. There~
fore, | ask you to carry this resolution.
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Dr. Syed Mahmud made the following speech in Hindustani
in support of the resolution:—

T T3 W W T E T AT & aeerpn 9AE ¥ A d A
TS AN AR eFNE ) 3A ST H S A9 €81 15 § T
Sfr?fﬁvﬂﬁmmwmfmmtma’msnrméw
mmmwrﬁrmx it afat § T3 A anit & -9
FETH I EWH @A | 0% 500 5 WA TGS T &> WK
$3%0 F AT 2 WK ama % T3 {hard dmza § Awreh 9 o
TR 0 1 97 % 06 q9gdi ¥ afy wios ag=irea sqEen & S
wﬁmmmw.sﬁ,ﬁﬁéﬁam =T fo w17
g AMEA | W WA QIS WK aE ST 93 § 50 4 I
T /TG WGF @19 Fr7 G541 GRORAT 3 ST & I iz | § &\
HeEAT I g W T IS sy SR # s A @
AT 2V ¥ 9z W s £ e wwitw @i w SR e sesw
21 9% TR SIH € B 91T, AW, THIRE, WEANT A9 T F TR
zrﬁ-—'miqraﬁm%m ama%"'rr'g?ﬁ FAL & A
& femmt &1 s¥TO A e gaw T8 g1 =g W &9 JEda™
fEiA AEeEt $ SOW A B9 ge § i w9l aw &9 a1 @ gl
gfra 2 @ 7t | TF swra § W SyEl @ 95E § 9 9 99 g
§ fr @ 29 qEEn W 59 0§ GEAANIS GO GFT § |

Dr. Kasikar {Berar) supporting the resolution said :—

“l have great pleasure in supporting the proposition that has
been put before the House. Looking at the present condition and
distress prevailing in the country, I think, it is high time that the
Congress should take up this question. In the whele of India,
Kisans are working under very bad conditions and no facts and
figures need be mentioned to explain this. Under the zemindari
system, many of the Kisans have been grumbling. The condition
of the agriculturists in Berar has been growing from bad to worse
everyday. The Congress should seriously take up the question and
give all possible relief to the peasants specially in the troubled areas.
At present, asyou know, the prices of agricultural commodities
have gone down enormously and it is a very hard job for the Kisans
to pay their rent. The ryotwary conditions are absolutely miserable.
In many places revenue is collected from the Kisans with great
harassment, Some of the Provincial Congress Committees moved
in the matter and some of our colleagues who tried to bring to
Government’s notice this fact werearrested. The Congress which
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claims to represent the masses, the agriculturists and the workers
should rise equally to the scnse of its duty and try to give all
relief it can, What type of relief and what measures of relief are
required should be found out by Pravincial Congress Committees.
If they take up the matter seriously the problem will be solved.”

The President then explained in Hindi the object and implica-
tions of the resolution. The resolution was passed unanimously,

Next Babu Rajendra Prasad moved the following resolution
relating to “Indian States' :

13 INDIAN STATES.

“This Congress while rec-affirming the resolution regarding
Indian States passed in the Calcutta Session of 1928, and express-
ing its approval of the policy laid down in the statement issued by
the A. 1, C, C, in Madras in October, 1935, desires to make clear
that, in its opinion, the people of the States should have the same
right of sclf-determination as those of the rest of India, and that
the Congress stands for the same political, civil and democratic
liberties for every part of India. The Congress, however, desires
to point out that the struggle for liberty within the States has, in
the very nature of things, to be carried on by the people of the
States themselves.

W41, 1§ B 7W RUAS F a¢979 & w39 Y {27 =)k a1
RERS ¥ FAEY B BIAA AAX AR T4 HaId & W wizaa-iiz wma
FN3 4 4T # ara sl w7 e ¥ AT BEX g0 7g [T FH
2 % #zn PEEA R swa W i ﬁ»mrﬁ g % -sn'ci‘mrt ﬁlﬁ'!l'l R EC |
@t & w@aAF £ g R BT dida Brgena & gors Al =
e aw UHARFy ARE S AAAAAF FAY G wadw g
Fig4 (R Wl ag 7ar 571 a8 % el Reradi @ TgRanait Ay e
&1 | A F WEIRA QA g |

Speaking on the resolution Rajendra Babu said: -

e, A 3w # fnfag §—

() 3 fonaat & meeg & wtia 1 fafr S0 @ 1R3e §
FAFA % HET HTHIE &1 A7 & Ho W T | HHA A Yzw
# arm gl B R @Rda |

(2)ax arrm 5 W 990 B A e amr B e e
#1 s fafenr v % ama &) g sifen, HR) wtiw fegema 3
nxu;n%ﬁnatrmamﬁm AMICE ST FEaEns adu w
qaa% !
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Acharva Kripalani formally seconded the resolution,

Mr. Amritlal Seth moved the following amendment : —

[ move that the following words be deleted from the resolu-
tion ‘‘and expressing its approval of the policy laid down in the
statement issued by the A, I C. C. in Madras in October 1935" in
the first sentence, and the whole of the last sentence beginning
from “the Congress, however, desires to point out that the struggle
for liberty” and ending in “by the people of the States them-
selves.”

Mr. Amritlal Seth moving the amendment to the resolution
relating to Indian States said:—

I move for the deletion of reference to the Madras A. [, C. C,
resolution. Before recommending to you for the deletion of this
I must read out to you what the resolution of the Madras ALCC.
savs. The relevant portion of the resolution states, “It should
be understood, however, that the responsibility and burden of
carrying on struggle within the States must necessanily fall on the
State people themselves. The Congress can exercise moral and
friendly influence upon the State and this it is bound to do wher-
ever possible”

Sir, the resolution in the first place affirms the Calcutta
resolution. The relevant portion of the resolution is this :
“The Congress further assures the people of Indian States of
its sympathy with and support to legitimate and peaceful struggle
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for the attainment of full responsible government 1n the
State.” This resolution of giving support to the peaceful struggle
in Indian States to the people of States was passed in 1928. After
1928 the country saw two great struggles and in these struggles
the people of British India and the people of Indian States fought
side by side for the common emancipation of their own mother-
land. After this fight, after this fellowship in fight for freedom,
came the Madras resolution that Congress can only exercise friend-
ly and moral influence with the States whenever this is possible.
From the Congress attitude of support to the struggle for freedom
to the States people in 1928 the Congress in its A. |. C. C. meeting
at Madras came down to the attitude of exercising their friendly
influence with the States to the extent it may be possible. Now
in 1936 the Congress says at Lucknow that the struggle for free-
dom in Indian States must be carried on in the very nature of
things by the people of the States themselves. What a deteriora-
tion in Congress attitude ? What friendly influence with the
States the Congress or its leaders have in mind ? Whether this
influence is a fact or fiction ¥ The Congress with its goal of in-
dependence for the whole of India, with its President saying that
the Princes and the whole order of Princes should go in the
scheme of revolution in India, how can then be any place for Con-
gress exercising friendly influence with the States ? To say that
we will exercise friendly influence with the States is more or less
to deceive ourselves. The idca of Congress exercising any friend-
ly influence with the States is a sort of fools’ paradise. It is mere-
ly saying that Congress will do nothing. Even if there is any
influence, what is it to us ¥ Fricndly influence is no part of our
struggle. It is not giving strength to the people of the States but
it is bringing weakness on them. if the Congress offers that sort
of help to the States, then the people of Indian States would say
that we do not wantit. If thatis the offer made to us, to the
people of the States, then | say as a Rajasthani, we reject it with
thanks. If the Congress claims to stand for all the 350 million
people of India if it says that the whole of India is one and indivi-
dual, if it says that the fight of freedom of the Congress is for the
whole of India, then why do you say to the people of the States
* Fight out your own battle : this is your business, your job, you
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do it.” In one breath you say that the country is one, and in
another breath you say that the people of the States should fight
their own battle,. Where is the consistency ? 1ask a straight
question. Does the Congress stand for the whole of India ?* Does
it say that the country is one and indivisible ? Does it say that
its fight is for the whole of India ? If the answer is in the affirma-
tive, then there is no room for this resolution. If, however, you
say that the Congress stands for fight in British India only, then
scrap your constitution. In your constitution you speak for the
whole of India. [f you say that the Congress stands for fight only
in British India, then wherever the word *India” occurs put
* British India”, in your constitution. Do not have two things
and mean one. We the people of States say that in your goal, in
your ideal, in your conception let there be one country, one nation
and let there be one fight. [f that conception is disturbed, if that
ideal is lost, and if that vision is gone, then | say you are no more
visionaries, you are no more idealists, you are small people with
small minds. 1 will say, if you have that small ideal and that
smzll vision and you stand only for British India, you should learn
to cherish better ideals and better visions. | ask this House to
support my amendment,

Sri A. P. Sinha moved another amendment to add the word
“mainly” after the word “to be carried on’” in the last sentence of
the resolution. Moving the resolution he said:—

Va7 #1937 GEiga B W 497 adl FE A (R 58 wa
T E AT TEAl AME W vaE Im A SR8 TR g
4 T A 2151 9% £3Q A2 Q0 IRA A £ yiamrg e 34 ¢

Seth Jamnalal Bajaj then supported the resolution of the
Working Committee in the following words : —
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S¢i Gopal Singh Home supporting the amendment of Sri
Amritlal Seth said :—
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Set Narasingham, supgorting the amendment moved by S
Amritial Seth said - -

“Fhile suppacting the Calcutta resolution, Mr. Satvamurthi
said : We want to assure the people of [ndian States from this
plasform that all the resources of the Indian Mational Congress, all
the sympathy and support of the [ndian peaple are at the dispasal
of the people of the Indian States to get full and responsible
Covernment.

“Gentleman, eight years back we promised the Riyasat pecple
that we give them all cur suppart, that all the resources of the
[adian National Cangress are at their disposal. To-day after eight
years we go back on our own promise and say that we are help~
less. What has happened since 1928 that we should go back on
ocur promise. [ find no reason for moving this resolutioa. The
Madras has done a wrong thing in having given 2 wrong interpre-
tation to the Calcutta resclution. We promise a thing today and
we go back on it tomorrow. [n the Federation, the Princes are
coming to lord over you, and you are saying that you are not going
to lord aver them. This resolution oaly strengthens the hands of
the bureaucracy, and, therefore, [ request you oot to pass &7

Mr. Amritlal Seth was permitted by the President to speak for
2 second time on the resolution to reply to the charges wmade by
Seth famnalal Baja] in course of his speech, He said :—

“ do not want to indulge in any personal aspect of this ques
tion. [ therefore abstain altogether from that side of . Seth
Jamnalal Bajaj has referred to the [odian States Peoples Confer-
ence and has taunted us as to what we have done. He has part+
cularly referred to Sikar where the great Jat agitation took place
and asked me what our conference and myself did. [ am sorry to
tell &im that he ought to have known better. Although Seth
Jamnalal Baiaj, a son of the soil, when the real agitaﬁonwasc;n,
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could not go there, | went there. The Conference deputed its
General Secrerary to take statements, collect information and help
through publicity and propaganda. The Conference appointed a
Committec of Enquiry consisting of Mr. Gadgil, Mr. Palliwal, Mr.
Balvantroy Mchta, Mr. K. M. Munshi and myself., | regret to say,
Mr. Munshi went to Wardha for approval and informed us that he
could not serve on the Committce. So the idea of enquiry had to
be abandoned. Mr. Jamnalal Bajaj's attitude was responsible for
this,

Seth Bajaj also talked of Loharu. Before he went there, our
Conference Provincial Sceretary went to the people, interviewed
the rcfugees, saw the victims, photograped those who werekilled or
wounded in the shooting. This is what the Conference did.
Whatever the Conference has thought its duty, it has done. [do
not think this question should, at all events, be brought before this

House,

Scth Jamnalal Bajaj has also asked why did the States pcople
join the National fight. He says we have not obliged British India
by going to jail. This is most insulting to the people of the
States. Who said that we went to jail because we wanted to
oblige British India. We did it, we took part in the fight, we went
to jail, because we are the sons of the soil, because we are children
of the same Motherland, because we do not distinguish between
British India and Indian India, The Congress may disown us, dis-
inherit us, and yet we remaim children of the soil and we shall
come to join the country. That is our attitude. That is our
reply, Even if to-day the majority guided by the Working Com-
mittee be against us, even then we belong to the Congress, and we
will die for the Congress and the country.

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel spoke in'Hindustani in support of
the working Committee’s resolution as follows: ~
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After this the amendments were put to vote. Mr. Seth’s
amendment was put before the house in two parts (deletion of
the first and second portions from the resolution) and declared
lost. Captain A, P, Sinha’s amendment was lost by 276 against
218 votes. The resolution was carried by overwhelming majority,

After the above resolution was disposed of Dr, Pattabhi
Sitaramya moved the amendments to the Congress Constitution as
passed in the Subjects Committee. Most of the amendments were
passed without any opposition. There were, however, some am-
endments which were subject to discussion. Speeches were made and
changes suggested. The Working Committee’s proposed amend-
ments to Art. IV (a), Art. V(i), Art. V(@)(i), Art. Vi(g)(i} and
Art. VIl (b). were sought to be amended.

When Art 1V (a) substituting *‘Nagpur'’ for “Central Provinces”
(Marathi) came up for discussion Pt. Balkrishna Sharma, moved
an amendment that the name of the United Provinces be changed to
Suba-e-Hind. Mr. Sidhwa spokein Hindi opposing the amendment
while, Mr. Sampurnanand supported the amendment of Pt
Balkrishna Sharma, which was lost when put before the House,
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 In moving for deletion of Art. V(b) (ii), Dr. Paitabhi said :

There is overwhelming evidence from the Provincial Congress
Committees in favour of cancelling this clause relating to manual
labour. It was due to this fact that the Constitution Sub-
Committee made a recommendation to the Working Committee
and the Working Committee recommended to the A. L C, C, the
removal of this clause, My sympathy lies in the way of retaining
it. But there is no use disguising the fact that it has not been
worked very honestly, In a matter like thisit is better to forego
a principle than encourage anything which is likely to promote
dishonesty.

Sri Gopal Sadashiv opposed the amendment of the Working
Committee, He spoke in Hindi.

In reply Dr. Pattabhi Sitaramayya said: 1 should have
endorsed every word Mr, Sadashiv has said, because personally |
am not in favour of this amendment. But we are putting forward
before you a proposition which has been agreed upon by the
Working Committee, I ask you to support the amendment remov-
ing the manual labour clause.

The motion being put to vote was carried,

To the amendment to Art. VIl (a) (i) Sri Kaleswar Rao moved
an amendment that the minimum membership on the A, I. C, C,
from the provinces be raised to five from four,

In opposing the amendment moved by Mr. Kaleswar Rao to
Art. VIl{a)(®) Dr. Pattabhi said : —

I must resist this, Formerly there was no minimum at all.
It is rather strange that, when the Working Committee has gone
. forward to give a minimum representation of four members, there
should be an amendment demanding five. Appetite grows with
eating. Increase of the minimum always puts a premium on indo-
lence. It is but right that minimum should be there to give a fair
representation, If four is made into five, again there will be
ademand for its increase to six, and in that way there would be no
end., ‘

Mr. Kaleswar Rao’s amendment was defeated and the Work-
ing Committee’s amendment was adopted.

Next Dr. Pattabhi moved the Working Committee’s amend-
ments to Art, VI(g)(i} and Art, VII(b) and observed: These amend-
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stz for this princple not bacasse | heppen to be 2 wember of
the Coogress Sodceizst Party or becanse others who may be sop-
porieg R Eappen o be mechers of the Party, but becomse we
feel kesely that 2l wimorities shocdd have a chence of geltng
zoproprizte represeniation meoy orgenmation. E s oo ths
account that | take my stand bere. Bbloch beat bas beem exhibuted
n course of the dscwesnn oo this matter. E bas been soad  that
we zre sespicons of the motives of the Working Commmittes., We
do ot mpate 2oy moftives, buat we bave tv judge by resale. B
we find that by a2 ortem method mmotities do Dot get  safficient
represextzizon, € we find thet by resorting o certain methods &
gracually leads to the dimimtion of 2oy ofieence which the
minority may be exrreming, #t becommes necessary to fight for the
sentation and mekes thir soiee vocal. [ am teikiog of dection
twothe AL C C whereit becomes extremely dibenit for the
mEnorities  proportional represeotation 5 dooe away with,
the election had bern from pramary members, @ wouold have been
a different question altogether. Bat supposing that the P.C. C.
is full of conseyvative clements, it becomes extremely dificalt,
may be radical in their outiook, to get ddected o the AL C. C,
becanse they bave to depend entirely on the votes of the P. C. C.
Had it been popular election, | am sure, they would have stood
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hetter chances, Limited as this electionis, we feel strongly on this
question that if proportional representation is not recognised it
would become almost difficult to find representation for minorities,

It is not on behalf of any party that | am speaking. In every
organization there would be always minoritics, particularly in
India, which is just emerging from deteriorated condition. In that
minority group there would be ncw ideas, new ideologies ; and
it is very essential if any organization is to live, grow, expand
and keep to the spirit and express itself, that that organization
should reflect the spirit of that age. This group which represents
new ideas, new ideologies, should have an opportunity for vocal
expression and adequale representation, and -that is why I am
pressing that the A, 1. C. C., which practically decides the politi-
cal policy of the Congress, which is the most important body of
the Congress, should have sufficient and adequate represcntation
for minorities; because otherwise the rising voice of the smaller
groups which is really the voice of the future, which is going to
mould the future destiny of the country will be stifled. Therefore
I do appeal to this House to support this proposal that at least in
electing members to the A.l. C. C., which is done by P. C. C.s
the system of proportional representation should be retained.

Sri Sri Prakash, and Sri Kishoriprasad Sinha spoke in Hindus-
tani against the amendment for the retention of the clause,

Sri Sriprakash said :—

AR & FAQ: AENE T DT A qOrd AN B FNT B
HqF4eT § A1 HAA §) TEAARINE B 9Tg Heqdq qiat & wfatafai w2y
W o e wiWE HAS & ow fram & fe¥ gEw I @A
Sz P |

Sri Kishori Prasad said:—

sigaifas® afsfafirar @ fagty 97 w=a3 qr@ wfiaiow & T s
J w2 4t =R 38% e adgt fen s aifed

Acharya Kripalani spoke in favour of the amendment as
under—

FHA & I 0 A gfaga @ dn wgwa & B wFTER
H AT F A T Az 7A A qwa FAfa "G WA £ 0g
arat 3@ aat v A% % amw il £ =ik arsas aaT gan Farg )
1 OF =AM BT A FHfzat Ft rgFw w5 vl § ga o w1
fear st %1 Qg Frar € )
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R fEIms Ty R aT & a1d a1 w3 qe@raEAd | =
TET TT GUMH W1 SAAZTCE @71 £ | 199 F=7[1 5 G AdS 3
I B4 I 2 THE 9EETTE W Wie WA TAZA I AT A
a1 I°F FNAE NI T ATIA AIGZ qEL A

Mr. Chapa’akanta Bhattacharva opposing the amendment
said = .

On principle | am opposed to tampering with the constitution
every vear. If the constitution of the Congress be liable to radical
changes every year at the sweet-wiil of the authorities, there is no
certainty where we will stand tomorrow.

The other proposals for amendment wkhich have been accep-
ted do not require any comment. | am here to oppose the proposal
for the abolition of the system of single transferable voting, which
is the most salutary provision in the constitution and which is the
most effective way of securing due representation of minorities
and ensuring the reflection of the opinion of the electorate in the
body politic. Single transferable voting as a system has
been accepted almost all the world over. Only at the Bombay
Congress last year Mahatma Gandhi on his authority as the
father of the present constitution pressed us for the acceptance
of this system which he considered to be the best way of record-
ing the actual opinion of the country and we accepted it.  What
has happ=ned in the meantime to go back on the proposals of
Mahatma Gandhi?* There is no reason putforward that the
skies have fallen because of the introduction of proportional re-
presentation in the Congress. There s no reason adduced that
it has done any harm to anybody or any province. In spite of
this when the proposal for the abolition of this system comes,
naturally we become worried.

Yesterday when Sardar Patel was opposing our amendment
for the modification of the Congress attitude towards the Com-
munal Award, he asked you to reject the amendment on the only
and simple ground (and Sardar Vallabhbhai adduced no other)that
the azceptance of the amendment would mean that what you had
done at Bombay was wrong. Today | am going to turn the table
on Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel with his own argument. [ am asking
vou to retain the system of proportional representation in the
Congress Constitution.  You accepted itin 1934 as the very
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panacea. If today you reject it, at once you betray your own
weakness. It will reveal that you don’t know your own mind.

To add to this, the abolition of the system will only help to
stifle the voice of the minorities. What this stifling of the minori-
ties would lead to, you should consider. If in the province the
majorities are cncouraged . and given opportunity to shut out the
minorities it will invariably lead to bitterness and discontent. QOn
the other hand if the minorities are allowed to have proper repre-
sentation and say, they will work harmoniously., This salutary
system of representation has been introduced in the constitution
for the good and smooth working of the Congress in the different
provinces. | ask you, Gentlemen, therefore not to remove it, If
you do so it will indicate a Fascist mentality, a mentality which
is not favourable for the growth of democratic opinion in the
Congress. It will indicate that in future, parties, with radical
opinions, which are the progressive elements in the country, arc

not to have a fair say in the Congress. With these words |
ask you to support the amendment that has been moved for re-

taining the system of proportional representation,

Mr. Meherally spoke in Hindustani opposing the official amend-
ment in the following terms:—

ey Y F12 faam & & € fraew geaam & fFan s awar ar
afy wedya wiva wAfeTt W ogafas afafafeg sl w1 =@
agt o § Y g A afafafae aq7 & gF @ 2V E )

Dr. Pattabhi Sitaramayya, replying to the debate said :—

Let me tell you the objection that has been taken by Mr.
Bhattacharya, that you should not tamper with the constitution every
year, is not a tenable objection. The setting right of the constitu-
tion is like the clearing of cobwebs in our residential houses, If
anybody says that cobwebs should not be cleared, all that [ can
say is that his sense of cleanliness is deficient,

Last year, we had many revolutionary changes with a particu-
lar ideal in view, The principle of proportional representation
which was introduced last ycar has been given a year’s fair trial,
and in the course of the deliberations of the Working Committee,
which had called for the opinions of the various Provincial Cong-
ress Committees not merely on the system of proportional repre-
sentation but on the whole constitution that was sought to be
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examized in the [I3ht of past erperience, @ was found that thers
wis cveErw-eiming evidence agpiinst the systam of proporsooal
regresentation. [ am mvsel? Sly aware of the Butary of progor
tocal reuregentzfion.  Taat as a2 priaciple it kas been recogaized
to ersure representation of the minarites in regard to pa-iiamen~
tary procedure, nohady can denyv. But ideas while traveling from
Earcpe to [adia got 2 litdle old and rusty aad they are even rejece
ted in the West by the time they reach here, The system s gued
m itsell.  Bgt it cannot be said that it is a pazacea for all the
politeal evils to which the minorities have heen subizeted iIn the
past. We are nat concerned as to whether it is gacd or bad, but
with haw it has worked during the past cne year in the country
far our purpase. Our experience is that it s not suitable far
election of the delegates. [f you find it bad and uwaworkable for
the election of delegates, vou wil find it unworkable for the
elaction of members of the AL L C. C. also.

[t has been argued that aboliton of the system of propor-
tional respresentation is bound to result in the exclusion of the
Sacialist frieads. [ may assure them that, i socialism is good,
socialist friends must be welcome. People at the head of the
Congress are mostly socialists. They are socialist in life, in
belief, Im conduct and in character. [f they have renounced
their pruperty and devoted themselves to the service of the
eountry, in a real sense they are socialists. You may rest
assured there will be no forces to exclude the socialists. If
you suspect there will be such forces, [ send forth this appeal
from this rostrum and couple with it the warning that if any
province is going to exclude socialists, it wil have to pay
very heavily in future, for dawn will come propoartional repre
sentation with a vengeance [ have nothing else to add except
to appeal that this recommendation which has been moved by
myself on behalf of the A_ L C. C,, after due deliberation should
be unanimously accepted by you.

The amendment when put before the House was declared
lost by 160 to 190 votes. It was then pressed to a division and
declared as lost by 207 to 227 votes,

NEXT CONGRESS.
After the voting was over, Pt Jawahar Lal Nehru addressing
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the -'audicnce said:  “The next thing to be done is to fix the
place for the next ycar’s Congress. Perhaps you 'know that

the Subject Committee has accepted the invitation from Maha-
rashtra. Will some one from Maharashtra kindly come up?”’

Mr. Shanker Rao Deo formally invited the next session of
the Congress to be held at Poona,

Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru: ““You approve of this?”

The audience: “Yes".

Pt. Jawahar Lal Nehru:  “Only one more thing, It is cus
tomary on such occasions when all business is over for some
one to indulge in a funeral oration. So Mrs, Naidu has
come here uninvited to deliver that oration, ebout the Congress and
about the President of that Congress, who has sat on a high
pedestal for these three days and is now going back to
oblivion.”

Mrs. Sarojini Naidu paying warm tributes to the President
said:—

“In this city of old traditions, this city of forgotten Kings,
this city that is now really a shrine of Musafirs and Poets, we
have witnessed the birth of a new vision, the coming of a new
dream, [am here on your behalf to bear testimony to the
marvellous miracles that have heppened for us and for India,
Out of the past has come the future not by revolution but by
proper descent and evolution, Your President and our Presi-
dent, Pandit Jawaharlal, says he is going back into oblivion.
He may be hidden in radiance of glory which will illumine
our path of freedom. | offer our thanks to him from the
depths of our hearts, A few years ago in this city | saw the
passing away of a great man. He identified himself with the
life of this province and later he became’ the symbol of India’s
struggle for freedom, who with the last breath spoke of the
freedom of India and his last charge to India was they should
never go back on their plighted word, To-day his spirit must
rejoice that his son is carrying out the mandate that was a
legacy for him, Fcr the first time, has that note been sounded,
has that vision been revealed, has that prophecy been made
that the Congress should realise that India shall be an integral
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 of the zreat world scheme of freedom and liberadon. And
so (¥ Jawakhar Lal thinks that it is a funeral oration—it is a
tuneral cration to the dead vesterday but 2 welcome oration to
tamAarrow, to the cawn af whnich the President is the herald,
Welook up to I im for his courage, his grea: enthusiasm, his
rreat idealism.  We think of him with his great internmational
experience and vision, We are proud that he has been chosen
unanfmously by the nation as her guide to the dawn of free-
dom. And his task Fas not been easy, it has bean the task
af trying to recencie almost irreconcilable modes of thought
and yet he has managed s0 to harmonise these views that this
idealist, this man so implacable for freedom, so insatiate in his
desire for freedom, has sweetness, grace, wisdom, statesmansiip
and fo:bearance -to be able to hold together in frendliness
elemments that might have been hostile to one another and irre-
concilable with one another. Therefore, | end with adieu to
vesterday and welcowe tomorrow in which we do join together
in our pilgrimage towards the dawn of liberty. {dpplause),

“A word to the Reception Committee. The men volun-
teers, the women volunteers, and all those organizers
who have beesn our hosts, they have had difficult tesk,
and we owe a great gratitude to them that it was possible
for us to hold this Congress and that we are going out safe
with life and limb, in spite of the dust of the city, dust of the
dead kings and poets. The dust of that controversy among the
Reception Committee members was dead long before our Presi-
dent arrived here to make that footprocession in which | was
crushed and almost killed. May [ take it that you pass a vote
of tkanks? Those who are in favour of it will shout with me
Jawraharial-ki-jai.”’

Mr. Sri Prakash then thanked the workers and volunteers
and the Municipal Committee for all their help. After this the

session terminated at 1-13 a. m. in music.



APPENDIX A.

Messages received from Antrimperialist, Antiwar, ’ m.nro_uw
and Women's Organizations abroad included :=—

1, Lengue Against Imperialism and mc—.g%

dence.—"Te greet the people of !mag?h%ga.
the Indian Natiomal Comgress Your Comgress is meeting in a %Q.B.m
when the possibilities of & new world Eaigiﬁn
horizom: when the world erisis has shakem the capiialist sysiem -to

sery foundations; when throughowi the colomial and .ﬂl%
%ﬁué?ﬁwgs%i io move
forward to mex: and more decisive battles, and when fhe masses of people

throughout the world are deriving mew Aope and inspiration from the
%gw%%%ﬂ?iﬁg
which Aas raised the Umion of Soviet Socialist Reprllics fo suck w
powerful posilion tn the world that i is looked io by the peaceloving
peoples throughout the world as the main bulwark against a wew world
war. In these circumsiances the deliberations of your Congress assume
particular significance.  The National Government of Britain is to-day
 enmormously erpanding ifs armaments and is thereby endangering the
peace of the world. It is proposing ic increase iis airforce overseas by
mﬁ%i&?%nﬂti%ﬁ?ﬁuﬁ&ﬂ&m
among the colonial peoples. TAe people of India may rest assured
that the League Againd Imperialism will nol relax s efforts o
combat the rearmament plans of the National moqﬁdlms t, and af the
same time 1o enlighten ihe people of this cowniry as fo the fala u%&ow
colowial domination, not only to the colowial peoples but fo mml&mqﬁhu
" well. Ve brust that as a vesult of your d g«wﬁaﬂﬂw«nﬁ
%%&.5& of the Indian peopls, th w.ac....ﬁwm&wu
E%nﬁh%%g?&ugoﬂ

sdruggle against the new Comsitidion and for #anwgnnﬁaem. _Wu
?gggaigggﬁugm‘g&
Aamgper the plans of the warmongers and the greaier will be the strength
of your foress for libsration. _ Long Live the Anti-Imporialist g
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Lront ! Long Live the Independence of Indin.  (SNigned) Reginald
Bridgeman ¢ International Seevefary); Ben Bradley ¢ fvitish See-
han )™

2. Independent Labour Party, England—Telegram from James
Maxton M. P, and Fenner Brockway, “I. . I Cunference greels
Congress in Anti-imperialist solidarity” snd o letter from Brockway,
Secretary, I L. P~="1 wm instrueied by the National Counedl of the
Indepenelent Labowr Party o send cordial  greelings to your 19th
Congress.  We hope that it may be the means of mabilising  effective
action against the eontinvafion of the rile of Britich Imperialism.  The
new Constitubion for  fudia has been acclaimed in this eowntry as a
greal mreasire of selfegovevnment.  We realise that i stabiliscs and in
some ways strengthens the hold of the  Brifish  duthorities. e jhope
your Congress will be alile to work onl « praclical plun of vesictanee,
But beyond  this immediale issue there is the bigger struggle  for
complete national independence and associaled with it the struggle (o
win justive for the peasants wnd industrial workers. Yo are  engaged
on the tremeudous lask of vrealing a new India which shall be  socially
and ecoromically free as well as politieally independent,  We wish  you
well in that task and promise you «ll the co-operation thad it is possible
to give”

3. War-Resisters’ International, England,—“7%e W fre-
siglers' Tubernalionad seneds s heartiesd greelings to the membhors of
the 49th ndian Nedional Congress and assures them  of its sympathy
in their tremenduns struggle for national  frecdom.  Jy recognizex  Hhet
the Congresy, in ifs struggle lo theow off the yoke of foreign hondage,
has an ideal behind it grealer than wmeve nationalism.  The people of
Indiv have often heen an inspivation to their comrades in the West,
They have been able to carry onl o« greal  struggle with o lrger
mewsiere of Arue poaetfism and  pon-violeree than hoas bees pussihle
wmong any olher people. We wie convineed thet the right ey to
overthrow tyranny is nol to kill the tyrant, but ty refuse o eo-operate
with him,  You and your great leader, Mahalma Gundhi, have taught
us this and we hiour you in your struggle.  With eordial grectings,
{(Signed ) H. Runham Brown (Servetary),”

4. International Committee for Political Prisoners, America,~

i . . .
Your session in Aprit prompls us lo ectend to you the greetings of



iii
dmeviean friends whe have long  followed your struggle  for freedom
with profornd sympathy.  On occasions we have jr;incﬂ:uf”r Hor in
profesling  lo the British  governmen! ity measires of wnwcarranfed
repression of yowr peaeceful  activities and your political rights. We
hare counted it a privilege to harve aided from time to time, in a slight
way, pavticuler political prisoners, cither on lridd or in prison.  We
are still prepared al any time, upon request, {o organize American
opinion dirvecled to the Brilish goveviment on oceasion of any measure
of repression or any political friad deserving of international attention,
Awy appeals sent lo ws, by Ietter or by cable, will receive promit and
sympathetic attention.  With onr fralernal greetings, I am, on behalf
of mur ercentive committee, ( Signed ) Roger Baldwin ¢ Secrefary )

5. Greeting from Ligue Internationale Des Femmes Pour

La Paix Et La Liberte, Section De Tunisie Tunisie, rendered
in English,—"At their sesvion of 1ith March the Tunisian section
of the women's Infernational League for Peace and Freedom sends its
fraternal greetings to the Indian Nativnal Congress.  Being mware that
India opposes regime which docs nol take info acconnt sufficiently the
lrgitimale aspirations of Indians and knowing by erperience the
euflerings and danger cansed by the assardts on Iiberty and racial
conflicts, the Tunision section vupresses it opinion thal the National
Congress will declare itself for methods of veconeiliation, mudnal wnder-
standing and peace [ that it will open an eva of justice and fraternity
for Indin. '
{ Nigned) E, Fichet, Neerctary.”

6. National Amalgamated Furnishing Trades' Association,
England:—"In response to your regquest of the 13th inst. 1 herewith
ertend fo you and aff the Delegutes. my very best wishes for a  success-
[ul Congress and frust thal in as brief « time as possible. the natives of
India will be able to secure their complele independence from all forms
of exploitation. Impevial or wtherwise, and that they will wse all their
endeavours to defeat everylhing which stands in the way of the fullest
emancipation of every man. woman and child in their great country,
With ol Good Wishes and Fraternal Greefings, I remain Your's in

{Unity,

( Signed} Alex Gossip, General Secretary.”



Messages received from Jepan wishing all success to the
Lucknow Congress and sympathising with Indian Aspirations for
freedom included that of (1) Oriental Culture League of Japanese
Industrialists, Journalists, Diet-members and Doctors signed by
Dr. Sata (President), (2) Kyoto Indo-Japanese Association signed
by Dr. Suchiro (President), (3) Mitsuru Toyama, (4) Kansai Indo-
Japanese Association signed by Junkichi Okami (Secretary), (5)
Greater Asia Independence Association of Japanese Lawyers,
Businessmen, Journalists, Police and Military Othcers, signed by

Yonefusa Wako (Chairman).

Messages received from friends specially interested in India

from all over the world include : —

1. Edmond Privat President, International Committee for
India—"" Best wishes and success fo your labonrs ! Yonr peaceful volun-
terrs have showen Furope a nobler means of fighting for justice than war.
May the greal nation who gave us thal generous example soon bring to
the fumily of Sovereign States the henefit of her free and equal contri-

bution to peace.”

2. Madeleine Rolland, Vice-President, I[nternational Com-

mittee for India :—

“May I send our Indian friends, gathered together for the 49th session
of the Indian Natiunal Congress, my fraternal greetings! I feel convinced
Iadia cill soon be free if they stand wnited in their cornmon devolion to
the mothey country, and I lrust liberated Indic will help the  world
towards the realization of i3 hopes and bring her priceless  contribulion
In the materinl and spiritual well-being of hionanily, founded on justice

and lope
"

3. “At the time when the 49th session of the Indien National
Congress is going Io take pluce, the undersigned persons send to the afore-
seid meeting, the assurance that they will follow those works and debales
with the most hearty attention.  They avail themselves of that opportu-
nity to excpress their sympathy as regards the aspirations of the peaple of
India,””  Monsieur le Professeur Langevin; Messieurs P, Rivent
Professeur Museum, Conseiller Municipal; M. de Gandillac, Profes-
seur de Philosophie; et Madame Bols, Professeurs a Nates; Philip,

s
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Professeur de Droit a la Faculate de Lycen; Przyluski, Professeur au-
College de France; G. Pioch, Publiciste; Prudhommeaux, Secretaire
de L’Association de la Paix par le Droit; Roser, Pasteur, Secretaire
de la “Reconciliation””; Madame M Vernet, Directrice de la
“Volonte de Paix"'; Messicurs E. Mounier, Directeur de la Revue
“Esprit”, R. Plaud, et Madame Dermenghem; le Docteur et
M:zdame Elict; Bose; Xavier Michel Jaffard; F. Jourdain; Madame
Louise Guiessee.

4. Richard B. Gregg, America:— “‘Ta the Indimn Nalional
Congress af Us forty-nintle neeling I send my awcarm greetings, sympa-
Hr_f] aned hest wishes! T fnUnu' mner stragales with gr'f'u( inferest.  May
gone hatee eourage, pativiee, everlasting  persistence and - faith in the
frdure”

5. Alice Stone Blackwell, America.—";lrmpt wmuy warmest
wishes for the attaivment by India of full self-government.  For many
yeurs Locdia hors fornishod fhe world's most giguntic demonstration that
taration without represestotion nat only is fyranpy in principle, but is

swre fo herome alsa Dpranny fn practice”

6. Messages from “Friends of India” include («) “The
Friends of India in Lowdon have great pleasure din conding hearty
greetings and all  good wishes  for  the success of the Congress
Session of 1936 in Luckue. We  achole-hewrtedly congratulate the
Congress on the arcession af s nwew President, Pandif Jawdhar Lal
Nelorw, and enter iibo the joy with which its members and all the people
will woeleome this great leader back fo Tudia. It is a malter of thank-
filness to all Tovers of freedam that Jowahar Lal Nedvw should again
take his plaee D the leadersiigp of the Naleonal Congress und that the
warld should sia fonger be degicd the henefit of this great infernationol
stafesman.  We he this eountry realize that the political background at
the moment 1s exiremely davk and that every forward effort in India
must be numbed by a sense of deadlock;: at the same time we wonld ask our
Indion friends to realizse that in their country, even in this dark hour,
there have arisen b great personaliics whose wnique leadership eannot
Be equelled anpchere in the aworld.  Beeawse of these and of some 1cho
trent hefore, India is now awake and no polilical or imperial pouer
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con stane fur tong agaivst the wited el of a achale peaple, Inmaly
will be sy steength  Edith Hunter on behalf of FRIENDS OF
INDIA.

(b CWe wish the Dodive Nl Congress every sueeess in ils
fight for dndic’s  Falt fadepewdence aod for the vight of the starring
millions”" Elen Horup, Indicns Venner, Copenhagen, Bokken

Lasson, Indien Venner, Oslo,

fe) UThe Duteh group Friends of Indic who oaie bilicvers in non-
violenl way of stevggle wand to send o the Nafional Congress o frafer-
nal grocting,  We feel most theadepod to e Tudiow brothers and sisters,
wha In spite of cotvemely heavy odds, hare carvicd on wder Ve guidonee
of CGanedi, their straggle  for natienal independence threawgh diflerent
rhases of non-vidden! covperation, and st an eoample to the West that we
can only hope (8 will learn to followe. Ve ave firmly assured  thet their
struggle, whiek in itself iz only o warve dn the worldwide tide bearing
upreards all depressed elasses and subjeeted raeeg to this goal, the wnity
of all wmankind in a vast fedevation of free and equel pelions—
will wtlain ite glovions ends. We wish this session of the Congress all
govel, aned foreeatty hope that 10 will find woys and means fo carry on
sned stitl strengthen in the sublime spuit the struggle of the Indinn
people that wade ws il so mary others, their sineere and loring
friend«,” Henrictta Roland Holst ( I’recident ), F. Vanderwissel ( Neeye-
tw y/), Bloemendaal, Holland,

(d) "Wesend b the All-Tudic Nationd Congress our hearly greet-
ings and wish it very sweeessfild session. We affirm our belief in
favony of self-deleymivadion for India and assure the Congress hat we
are solidly with hev and il strive as for as in owr power in this land,
for Tadid's freedom,  May fhe fulure hring wnily wimangst all  sections,
suecess fo He Tuelian Nedimwal  Congress ‘e betler understunding
hetwern Faddise awd this vavenfoy, With hest wishes ond siveere thonghts

R. D. Saggar, Hen, Sccretary, Friends of India, Dundee, Scotland.

(7) Louise Guieysce on behalf of The Friends of Gandhiji in
France: “The Fiiends of Gaidhiji in Franee send their hearty greetings
fo the members of the Ddian Nalional Congress und theiv most sincere

good wishes for the guccess of their aspirations.”
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Mcssages received from Indiar organizations and individuals
abroad and at kome included those of (1) Jamatul-Ulama-e-Transval,
(2) Indian National Association, Zanzibar (3) Indian Swaraj League,
London, (4) C. Vijiaraglavocharizr, Salem, (5) Mahkendra Pratap
(Raija), Japan, (6) Anandmohan Sakay, Kobe, (7) Rashbehari Bose,
Tokyo, (8) Nandlal Dalal, Silaman, () Kripal Jivani, Jakhao, (10)
Chandrasckhardhar Misra, Bagaha, (11) Jamnadas Dwarkadas,
Bombay.

C. Vijiaraghavachariar —".h‘r'fu_f,'- o e A oatiitadsy erectlond.
Warm Copgratitobiops, Nopyy s poorcad odbowdaves Prog forgivre,
Newstegr ey ilyend. [0 cpeet Qd by pronge s fulloy ooy aliveg sy (LH['H'(‘S.\'NH'H
foaim Beiogh aeacl Mgty o d cchiore waitod N frond oad Lo spreif
witliout awlideh exsentiols Iadia’s colvalions wonld neeor Lo abore
hewizon.  May Sossien prosedly peeerd cpitople of all fissipuaccis ton-
deneirs  jealousivs raciod veligious  geeqraphical. €ind epevd  pour

B
mementors Tahours,

Raja Mahendra Pratap, Editer, World Federation, on the
basis of universal understanding, love, justice, renunciation and
service, conveyed his personal greetings to those gathered at
Lucknow and congratulated Mr. Jawaharial Nehru on his election
as President, which he considers "« iiivwpl far He prineiple of
sociafivn.”  Further. he writes, ““Froowe  Tean to Aesam, J'H\'.'{Hr”ilfl
Afghantsdon ol Nepadd [oE v Lo o cominegiseqse of commenddy wnily
Them, Fraternize oddiy e pest of Asine Lot as hooee fene ore for all
Froveenily,  Tihie g b spinit of NWiwdnisoa o Doddidid oo Chistionity and
Todesns M these peligiois veleeate Shal ol yow weore bovu of caie siagle

ﬁrh‘fh‘i'.”i ]”'I’H{'i‘i,i’d."

Anand Mohan Sahay, Kobe— "tirrctinis fyom vwompatriofe, May
wore keop oy fTog [hitng reer high, Dy roowd 1 Cosress) eonstiintion

so thiet e meay sopee freely alivand”

K. D, Kumria, General Sc:cretary, Indian Swaraj League,

London— "The Frvewtive o the Indivn Sa Loogus London sends ifs
/ J g

Lrabvenal Gireelings ot delogatis of the Golden Jubilice Session of

the Indian Nativnal Congress, We in tireat Britain pledae ciecselves ty
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euppart the cvved of Puvia Naavaj for Didie, and to daour utmiod 1o
boburg donne lo Heo Boptesh Pabiie Liedia®s desnnd. We hepe that the

doeicions of Vs fustorine session il haste the aeheercoment of e goal

af Dddban frecdom”

Ghulam Ali Kadir Bhoz, Vice-President, The Indian National
Association, Zanzibav, O beledf of the fudion Nolfouwal A ssoriation
vepresend g e Tudicn o nvenitp residing i the Zanzibar  Profees
torate I hoee geend pleasire i starding feanty greelings fo the 459th
sosnion af the Ludion Nefsonwad Congpress. e e revif gruhfuf freedeed
to the Congress for the solbedade aud decp areiviyg o ins adicaygs show
fior wrr prablems i Zowzihar ond  dndiens olrond  especially when
1‘”:'1,;”‘."}”5‘ taed voeiod meoswres ore adapred fn Aaw sFar, of ('rrff', the
havdsiips of  Zow:iun Dadimes have occupicd  the allention of  ail
the porties in Dadic and fhe Congress fes emphatically  dectured its
syympatthyy weith s Zowazibatr Fadiuns hope B the Congress i ths
present session will peke e cmphalic prononcentend on Koz ihr
question in proclieidar e Dddiccns abroad i generad, My the
defibe abions of Hhe Cungress b eraened  with sueeess ond result in
action.”

Amony others, Mr, W. Ross Livingston, Associate Prolessor
of History at the State University of Lowa and Curator of British
Documents, writes i —

tofuoresparse Lo gour camenanicalion of Felewerey £3.0936, 1 takre
groal pleaseer v sendivg o gp ot this beinf avord of sympathy aind  good-
wiil.F hove wwadelivd and cladicd furoaoonnher of years the strivings
af the people of  Fudicc feavaed o darger eonstitabionad freedom, and |
rejuiee Wil yoad hiave anade ook progress in e divection,  Whether
Doeddio qppears fles'y in B fionily of welions as o sepirnde suvereign
stade o s womembor of he Beitish Componeee olth of Nations, her phiee
wtll b of the greadest inporbanee in the decetopient of haman freedop
el F the pyopress of intepaat il velatlinns toward brathorfend and
poaee. Whaleeer welion poe oy dalee £ shall wrdele with the dee st
canrer s progress owony o oca peaple focard the goal of  soeial
justice aned watipend aecoed. May the spivit of truth wud  of  brother-

frsel abiee with UUH_‘“

Messrs, Horace G, Alexander and George Lansbury M, P,
also sent their greetings to the Congress,
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APPENDIX B.
Khadi and Village Industries Exhibition,
Lucknow.

The Reception Committee of the 49th Scssion of the Indian
National Congress, having decided to hold a Khadi and
Village Industrics Exhibition, at the time of the Congress
Session, entrusted the organisation of the Exhibition to the All
India Spinners’ Associalion and the All India Village Industries
Association, in pursuance of the resolution passed in this
behalf by the Congress in Bombay, This resolution has laid
down that these functions shall be organised “so as to combine
instructions with entertainment of the general public, especially
of the villagers with the sole view to illustrate and popularise
the activities of the two Associations (A, 1L S. A, and AL V.1
A) and genecrally to demonstrate the potentiality of village
life”. Earnest efforts were therefore made by the organisers
to arrange the exhibition as far as possible on these lines.

The exhibition was originally to be opened on the 10th March,
'36, but owing to the change made in the date for the holding
of the Congress Session, to suit the convenience of the
Assembly members, the exhibition was actually opened on
the 28th March, 36, Though the change of date gave more
time, it really added to the expenditure and difficulties of the
work, in as much as the days after the end of March are very
hot and subject to fierce dust-storms.

The opening ceremony of the exhibition was performed
by Mahatma Gandhiji, who kindly came down a few days carlier
from Delhi, specially for the purpose, in spite of his unsatisfactory
health. Pt. Jawahar Lal Nehru, the President-elect of the
Session, was also present on the occasion. The exhibition
remained open till 16th  April, 1936, The hours of exhibition
were from 4 P.M. to 10 P, M,

The exhibition was located to the left of the Flag Staff at
Moti Nagar, It had a simple but attractive front, The main
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gate was designed by Messrs.  Doctor and Mhatre of Bombay
to draw prominent attention to the villoge implements, the plough,
the harrow and the wheel and on both the sides of the gate
were Fresco paintings, represeniling the scenes of village life,
specially prepared for the exhibition by Syt Jaimini Roy of
Calcutta, The plot alloted for the exhibition was 500 feet
in width and 700 fect in length and the arca covered eight acres
of land. The general plan of the exhibition was prepared by
Messrs. Doctor and Mhatre and the lay-out wos arranged under
their supervision.

The exhibition comprised the following seclions:

1. KHADI

The textile section of the exhibition was as usual restricted
to hand-spun and hand-woven cotton, silk and woollen fabrics,
certified by the All India Spinners’ Association.

A spacious court was erccted in the centre of the exhibition
grounds and in this were displayed the best specimens of cotton
khadi, silk and woollen fabrics fromall provinces together with speci-
mens of Khadi made in earlicr years of the movement for compari-
son. This court proved a great attraction to the visitors and
helped very much to show the progress that has been made in
the production of commercial Khadi. The total number of exhibits
displayed in this court exceeded five thousand.

On the other side of the khadi court was the khadi sclf-suffi-
ciency court exhibiting the specimens of kladi got woven by
villagers and others from their own yarn for their own use, The
yarn spun by leaders and others devoted to the khadi movement
was also cxhibited in this court. Information regarding work
done in connection with the khadi self-sufficiency programme in
the diffcrent provinces was given by means of maps, charts and
photographs wherever possible.  More than 900 specimens were
received and exhibited in this court,

On the right hand side of the special exhibits court were
smaller courts occupied by spinners, weavers and other artjsans
who had come from various parts of the country and who de-
monstrated the different processes of preparation of varieties of
textile fabrics from cotton, silk and wool. Amongst these were
seen skilful spinners from Andhra, Behar and Kashmir spinning



il
over 100 counts, workers spinning at great speed on ordinary
charkhas and double spindled-wheel, weavers weaving cloth of
unusual widths, reclers of silk from Assam, weavers of different
qualities and patterns of cloth, such as Kashmir Pashmina, Patan
Patolas, Benares lace sarzes, Mirzapur carpets and printers from
Andhra and Meerut. Artisans skilled in embroidery work from
Kashmir and Lucknow were also there to show their art, Alto-
gether over 80 artisans had come from different parts to demon-
strate their skill,

In the front and right hand side of the special exhibits court,
were the khadi stalls where khadi produced in different parts
of the country to suit all tastes and means was made available
for sale. The total number of stalls occupied was 39.

The khadi section received considerable attention of the
public and khadi worth Rs. 60,000 was disposed off during the
fortnight,

II. VILLAGE INDUSTRIES SECTION,

In this section efforts were made to represent important
cottage industries and handicrafts of the country other than
textiles. These were divided into two classes, (1) Village Indus-
tries and (2) Rural and Urban handicrafis.

The village industries section comprised the following : —

Bec-keeping, paddy husking and grinding, grinding of cereals,
oil-crushing, preparation of jaggery, leather-tanning and prepara-
tion of leather articles, disposal of carcasses, etc. OFf these the
Apiary and tanning section proved to be of great interest to the
visitors and because of the practical value brought some students
who participated in the work during the course of the exhibition
to learn the technique.

The Rural and Urban Handicralts Section included gold and
silver work, copper and brass wares, embroidery and wood-
carving, marble and stone wares, ivory and horn work, sandal
wood and lacquer work, toys, bangles, musical instruments,
brushes, cutlery, paper and stationery, etc.

QOver 75 skilled artisans demonstrated their various processes
of work to the great interest and benefit of the public,

A spacious hall was also provided in which exhibits of special
interest and articles of antiquity were displayed.



A large number of dealers in articles of village industries and
rural and urban handicrafts participated in the exhibition and
occupicd over 118 stalls in which a large varicty of articles were
made available for sale.

. AGRICULTURE & DAIRY.

In spite of limited time and resources, an agricultural section

on a modest scale was provided for and included the following:
1. Manures—Specimens and methods

Specimens of sceds

Agricultural implements

Water-litting devices

Cattle and cattle-housing

Fodder crops

Now s W

Dairy methods
8. Poultry

To give an idca of cultivators’ life and problems, useful and
interesting information relating to rural life was given by means
of charts and statistics,

IV, DIETETICS COURT & INDIGENOUS MEDICINES,

The question of balanced food for the rural population being
of great importance, a special section was set up where information
regarding nutritive and balanced dict was displayed by means of
suitable charts, i

In another court adjoining the dictetic section, the medicinal
properties of different herbs easily available in the villages were
also explained by means of charts,

V. FINE ARTS SECTION,

Although Fine Arts do not fall within the scope of the
activitics of the two Associations, an appreciation cf the great
cducational importance of this section In familiarising the pcoples’
imagination with works of art led the exhibition autharities to
request Sj.  Nandlal Bose of Shantinikctan to organize this
section. The exhibition was laid out on the lines of historical
review of Indian Art, mainly paintings, and proved a great success.
It might be interesting to note that this is the first time that an
exhibition of Indian Fine Arts on such a comprehensive historical

scale was organized as a part of the Congress function.



VI. ENTERTAINMENT HALL
For the entertainment of visitors, a speccial open-air theatre
was provided where musical and other performances were
arranged in the evening. A musical concert organised by Mrs,
A. N. Mulla, the Kathakali dances given by the Malabar artists,
the Mushairha and Kavi-Sammelan organized by Mr. A, N. Mulla,

were amongst the important items of the programme organized in
this connection,

VIl. LECTURES.
To popularise the idea underlying the work of the two
Associations and the exhibition, Mahatma Gandhi and Pt. Jawahar-

Lal Nehru gave special lectures and these meelings were attended
by large numbers of visitors.

Regardless of tiring heat and the difficulties of the dust-
storms and in spite of the many shortcomings, the enthusiastic
public gave a generous response and the total number of visitors
went over a lac,

Whatever the success attained by the exhibition it must be
stated, it was due on the one hand to the generous co-operation
and help given by the Reception Committee and on the other hand
to the ceaseless and untiring efforts of a large number of devoted
workers belonging to several important Associations, prominent
amongst which may be mentioned the following:—

The Gandhi Ashram, Meerut.

The Kashi Vidyapith, Benares,

A L V. LA, Wardha.

Shantiniketan, Bolpur,

The Gandhi Seva Sangha, Wardha,

The U. P., Behar, Bengal, Bombay and Maharashtra Branches
of the A. L. S. A,

The Bombay National Guards and Congress and Exhibitior
Volunteers' corps.



APPENRDIX C.

Te
T.ke C]\d:{man,
'Rec.ephon Commzﬂee of the 49th session
pf the Indian Na‘hana! Ccngﬁ_;;_;,, ‘

Dear Fr"e.nd

1 Ircwe _gr’eal' Plea;v!e in S\xl:\m:ﬂung herewith
an audr}eé ;l‘a}eme.n* o{ Accm:nb of *;\e_

17th August 1936,

Yeours in Sarvice,

C- B GUPTA,
Cheitmen Finance Cammiflen.




49th INDIAN
MOTINAGAR

Lirome and Frpeaditnre dAecount for the pericd

I Recer tion Comnttee as per Schedule A . FA63 3 1
.. Comstruction as por Schedule B Rs, 43,730 8 3
. Exhilution . " . .ooEnT23 61
o Velunteors + s 0 o 18,479 % 7
. Lighting & Broad Chsting o . . . 11452 9 &
.. Avcommnedation s s . ve 2,210 13 11
. Teanspogt ' o . . 31370 10
., Subjects Connnitter - . o o 1,h1s % v
. Buazar Committe " " . v 1442 13 4
,t i’llh“(‘é‘}? " " " " 3,3“2 12 7
o Lawders Cump Arrangement o . \ . 11L% 1t o
W Drelegates’ Mess . . " . G365 0
,, Dreeoration W “ " .~ HYAT S 1]
, Sanitation ' . . . 434 12
 sedical Redief Com, " " . . 499 11 &
.. General Purposes N . " " 488 g o0
Procession & Reception " . " . 5I8 14 3
., Enquiry Com, " o . . d1p 5 o
., Bank Charges ' . 115 g
,, Excess of income over expenditure " Land 13
. L42167 12 o
Fxamined and found correet
{Sd.) B. N. Dag C upta, {Sd) Murari Lal s
B Ao A% Ala, BaA Ceneral Srevetrry,
{OF Mescrs Mukerjos & Das {inpla ) Heerpliog Cominties,

Incarpurated Arcountants (Londos
Registered Avcopnianly
Awlitor,
Lircknow
b Nmgast 19440,



NATIONAL CONGRESS.

-UCKNOW.

am THHh June 1935 1o F7th August, 10186

v Reception Commitice Membership Fees Rs. 28,325 0 0
. Donations . 5,101 4 3
v Sale Proceeds of Visitors Tickets as per Schednle C.

.. or Congress Open Session . 483,07 8 0
.. Subjeets Commitice L. 9783 0 O
. Dank Interest . 10g 3 0
. Suale of Tender Forms " 42 o9 0
. Miscellaneous Reeeipts " I3 3 3
., Exhibition .  S3263 14 9
, Bazar W 3540 10 6
,. Accommodation W 3,338 7 6
. Recoption Committec . L181 4 18
. Delegatis Mess " 422 4 0

RS

142,167 12 0

— —

r

© {8d.) C B. Cupta, %, A. LU 8, (Sd} Ballbh Das s, a. {(Sd) K. Pest;:uji,
CHAIRMAN, Treaswrer, Secrelary.
Finaes Comntiflee, Finance Commsitie..
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RECEPTION COMMITTEE

49th Indian National Congress, Lucknow 1936.

Balance Sheet as at 17th August 1936.

Lisbilities. Assels,
Sundry Credifors as per Schedule ¥C”  Re. 3,153 13 9 Advances Rs. 2,280 7 4
Provision for Expenscs as per wo 2,018 0 o Book Debts for Tickets , 38 o o
Excuss of Income as per Income and Exp. aje 1,353 13 ¢ \ , for Tmprest . 126 4 3
" " v Sundries " 15 ¢
Suspense , 932 o o
Deposits Receivable W 183 0
Cash in hand o 218 7 o
Cash at Bank . J610 8 2
7,625 19 9 7,020 1) v

[ have examined the Balance Sheet of the Reception Commitiee of the 49th Indian National Congress as at 17th  Augus
1936 as above set forth with the books, vouchers and recirds as produced to me and in my opinion the above Balance Shed
exhibits a frue and correct view of the state of the Committee to the best of my information and explanitions given {0 me.

(5d) B. N. DASGUPTA, “ (5d.) MURARI LAL M.E., (84.) C. B. GUPTA, (54) BALLABH DAS ItA.
BA. ACS. A A (London) RO AL General Secretary. M.A, LL.B., Treasurer.
(of Messrs MUKERJEE & DAS GUPTAY  } Auditor. Chairman,
Incorporated Accountant Registered | Finance Committee.  (Sd.} K. PESTON]I,
Accountant, J Finance Secretary.

Luelnenr DITOh Auguest, 10286



SCHEDULE A.
RECEPTION COMMITTEE.
Ticket Committee Expenses -

a Printing Charges Rs. 545 0
1 Establishment " 150 0 ”
i Travelling & Conveyance , 44 4 6
¢ Furniture & Fixture . 17 0«
r Furniture on hire " 26 12 0
il Stationery " 67 2 4
1 Miscellaneous " W12
i Postage . 1 5 3
ri Advertisement . 6 0 0
u Shortage ,, 45 12 3
i — Rs. 088110 &
Store Department Expenses—
5 Establishment Rs. 172 3 6
1 Conwveyance " A5 103
4. Stationery ' 5L 7 1
t: Printing . Is 0 0
* Furniture on hire - 19 8 6
i —_— Rs. 530613 4
| Collection Committee Expenses:~—
1 Travelling & Conveyunce Rs. a1u 10 3
i Estiblishment ’ 156 2 3
1 Commission & other Exp. " 198 11 6
. Printing & Stationery " 76 10 0
:I 'I'clnphnne & Telegrams ' 13 14 0
i Postage " 1113 o
1 Furniture on  hire " 515 v
———— Rs. 1,383 12 &

il Establishment w3473 6 6
;. Printing & Stationery " 1,4% 13 &
4 Travelling & Conveyance (Including  ex-

penses for the Members  of the Board

of Control, Cars on hire and Cost  of

Petrol etc.) Rs. 1,550 11 0
i Printing charges of Presidential Addresses . 174 9 0
# Sule proceeds of Presidential addresses . Rs. 1,181 4 9
i Furniture on hire ve Gpv 7T o
1. Furniture & Fixture 547 4 03
1 Provision for printing Report and  Audited

Accounts ' L,b200 0 0
o Provision for Despatching audited acco-

unts 1600 (i
). Audit Fee 50 00
= Postages & Revenue Stamps " 400 14 Y
| Telephone & Telegrams i 1,211 5 3
1+ Reporting charges of the proceeding of the

Congress " 401 5 0

. 16844 1 1 1,181 4



Reception Committee contd.

DBrought Forward Rs. 16,844 1 1 Rs. 1,151 4
Rent & Taxes " 670 9 6
Help & Churity " 374 1 3
Badpes.for Delgates ete, " 134 0 3
Bonus to Staff " 146 0 o
Reception Commitiee Mecting ' 430 12 3
Entertaimnent expenses " d34 8 4
Electric Charges " 40 5 4
Ry. Freght, Octroi, Cartage and
other sundry " 256 13 1
Advertisement " 168 0 3
Litigation " 20 00

W 19563 311, L181 4




SCHEDULE B.
{(Sub Committees)

Decoration

Expenditure
whadi Rs. 328 2 %
Garden & Lawn Keeping ” 133 6 6
Railway Freight eic, ”" 2312 9
Establishment " 2112 0
Furniture on hire v 14 0 9
Miscellaneous ' 2 3 6
Stationery " 0 7T &6
" 529 12 9

Leaders’ Camp Arrangement.

Expenditure,
Boarding, Refreshment etc. - Rs, 539 1 4
Furniture on hire " 266 12 0
Furniture and Fixture " 170 9 6
Miscellaneous " 35 11 9
Printing and Stalionery »” 32 7 &
Establishment . 33 6 9
" Conveyance " 26 14 3
Travelling " 414 o
Cars on hire ” 4 0 0
Petrol " 3 80
Postage " 2 5 0
, LI11911 0

Enquiry Committee.

ixpenditure.
Establishment Rs. 130 15 0
Conveyance » 59 9 ¢
Printing and Stationey ” 4 4 8
Entertainment " 22 8 3
Furniture on hire » 22 12 6
Furniture and Fixture - 18 3 3
Miscellaneous » 12 0 3

. 310 5 8



Reception Committee contd.

Brought Forvard Rs. 16,844 1 1 Rs. 1,151 4
Rent & Taxes " 670 9 6
Help & Charity " 374 1 3
Badpes.for Delgates ete, " 154 0 3
Bonus to Staft " 145 0 0
Reception Committee Mecting " 430 12 3
Entertainiment expenscs " 354 8 ¢
Electric Charges ’ 140 5
Ry. Freight, Octroi, Cartage and
other sundry " 256 13 1
Advertisernent ” 168 0 3
Litigation » 2 0 0

. 19,563 311 , 1,181 &




SCHEDULE B.
(Sub Commitices)

Decoration

Expenditure
Khadi Rs. 328 2 %
Garden & Lawn Keeping " 133 6 ¢
Railway Freight etc, " 2312 9
Establishment " 27 12 0
Furniture on hire . 14 0 ¢
Miscellaneous » 2 3 6
Stationery " 0 7 6
" 529 12 9

Leaders’ Camp Arrangement.

Expenditure,
Boarding, Refreshment etc, . Rs, 53¢ 1 9
Furniture on hire " 266 12 0
Furniturc and Fixture " 170 92 6
Miscellancous ' 3511 9
Printing and Stalionery " 32 7 6
Establishment " 33 6 9
Conveyance " 26 14 3
Travelling " 4 14 €
Cars on hire ” 4 0 0
Petrol " 3 80
Postage . 2 5 0
» 1,119 11 0

_ Enquiry Committee,

Expenditure.
Establishinent Rs. 130 15 ©
Conveyance ” 59 9 9
Printing and Stationey " 44 4 8
Entertainment " 22 8 3
Furniture on hire " 22 12 6
Furniture and Fixture " 18 3 3
Miscellaneous " 12 0 3



Lighting and Broad-casting

Expendilure.
Llectric Consmmption R, 6,81 0 4
Electric Installation A RYLTH I S A 1
Tnstablation  and  hire  charpes of Loud
Speakers o L3y 0 0
Railway Freight, Octroi cte. " 76 10 6
Miscellaneous " 18 12 0
Stationery _ " 4 2 0
Furnilure on hire ' 38 0
. LLa52 u ¢
Bazar Committee,
Income
Stadl Remt Rs. 7,171 4
Space Rent ) 485 0
Advertisement 371 4
Lighting Charpes 375 11
Amusement Tickets 135 5
Miscelianeous 4 13
Lxpendifure
Decoration Rs, Looo 0 0
Sanitation " 109 12 6
Establishment " 93 14 3
Postape " 80 11 6
I“urniture on hire ’” i1 0 0
Travelling " 21 14 6
Miscellaneous " 240109
Printing and Stationery " 16 14 3
Conveyance " 12 12 6
Advertisement " 3 08 0

Telephone and Telegrams " 2 4 U

e e

» 1,442 13 3 8,519 10




General Purposes Committee.

Expenditure
Entertaimment of Al India  Congress
Committee Members Rs. 13 6 0
Furniture and hxture - 100 6 ¢
Construction ' 94 14 0
Printing and Stationery ' a6 8 3
Miscellaneous v 26 08 3
Establishment ' 21 4 o
Utensils on hire ' 15 5 0
Conveyarce . I4 7 0
Telephone and Telegrams v 0 5 0
488 0 0O
Subjects Committee.
Expenditure
Hire and compensation of Tents Rs 1,260 0 0
Furniture on hire ” 23115 0
Stationery ” 11 9 0
Tea scls " 10 0 0
. L518 8 0
Procession and Reception Committee,
Expenditure,
Construction Rs. 347 8 0
Khadi for Decoration " 104 0 U
Miscellaneous ” 23 0 0
Conveyance . 1Is 0 ©
Cost of Flag Staft ” 15 2 ¢
Furniture on hire ” 512 ¢
Printing and Stationery » 5 8 3
' 518 14 3
Delegates Mess.
Income. Rs, 422
Realisation fur meals
Expenditure
Boarding ard Refreshiment Rs. 464 2 3
Furniture oa hire »” ¢ 6 0
Utensils on hire ’e 3% 15 6
Heat and Light " 8 4 0
Railway Freight, Octroi ctc. - 20 4 6
Miscellancous » 6 13 0
Telephone and Telegrams " 510 v
Stativnery " 114 &
»» 636 5 9 422

An



Lighting and Broad-casting

Expenditurc.

Ilectric Consumption Rs, 6,814 0 6
Electric Installation » G005 13 6
Installation and  hire  charges of Loud

Speakers , L3 0 o
Railway Freight, Octroi cte. " 76 10 &
Miscellaneous . IS 12 0
Stationery . 4 2 0
Furnilure on hire ., 13 0

Bazar Committee,

Incone
Stall Rent Re. 7,177 4 4
Space Rent 485 0 4
Advertisement 37L 08 6
Lighting Charges 475 11 v
Amusement Tickets 135 5
Miscellancous 4 13 3

Expenditure
Dxecoration s,
Sanitation "
Establishument "
Postage 1"
Furniture on hire "
Travelhing ”
Miscellancous "
Printing and Stationery w
Conveyancee .
Advertisement "
Telephone and Telegrams "
”

L0060
109
03
80
14

24

24

46

12

3

2

————————

1,442

0 0
12 6
14 3
11 6

0 0
14 &

1 9
1+ 3
12 ¢

3 0

4 0

13 3

——————

8,549 10




Expenditure
Entertainment of Al India  Congress
Committee Members Rs. 158 6 0
Furniture and fixture " 100 6 0O
Construction . 04 14 0
Printing and Stationery " 56 8 3
Miscellaneous " 26 8 3
Establishment " 21 4 ©
Utensils on hire " 15 5 0
Conveyance - 14 7 0
Telephone and Telegrams " 0 5 0
488 0 0
Subjects Committee,

Lxpenditure
Hire and compensation of Tents Rs. 1,265 O 0
Furniture on hire " 23115 0O
Stationcry " 11 9 ¢
Tea scts ' 10 0 ¢
. L1518 8 0

Procession and Reception Committee,

Expenditure.
Construction Rs. 347 8 0
Khadi for Decoration . 104 0 0
Miscellaneous " 23 0 ¢
Conveyance " 18 0 0
Cost of Flag Staff ” 15 2 0
Furniture on hire " 512 0
Printing and Stationery ’ 5 & 3

General Purposes Committee.

" 518 14 3

Delegates Mess.

Income.
Realisation for meals

Expenditurc
Boarding ard Refreshinent Rs, 4546 2 3
Furniture oa hire ' 20 6 0
Utensils on hire " 35 15 6
Heat and Light " 8 4 0
Railway Freight, Octrui cte, » 20 4 6
Miscellancous " 6 13 O
Telephone and Telegrams " 510 0
Stationery " 114 o

s 636 5 9

”

422




Expenditure
Phenyle
Miscellaneous
Stonc-lime
Well Boring
Stationery
Coal Tar
Furniture & Fixture
Furniture on hire
Kerosine Otl
E tablishment
Conveyance & Cartage

Sanitation.

Rs 130 15 3
" 77 9 3
, 61 8 0
) 65 0 0
i 33 4 0
v 235 1 0
. 17 9 0
; 5 2 0
”n 5 5 6
N 3 7 0
” 014 0

434 12 O

Accommodation Committee,

{ncome,
Rent from Visitors & Delegates Rs. 3,338 7 6
Bxpenditure,
Rent for Tents, Houses & Kanats Rs. 3,267 0 0O
Furniture on hire » L0035 6
Travelling & Conveyance . Iz 1 3
Furniture and Fixture " 563 6 3
‘Establishment " 44 9 6
Printing and Stationery " 50 9 11
Miscellaneous " 65 ¢ 3
Sanitation » 4 14 3
Telephone and Telegrams . 2 0 0
Light " 16 15 0
" 5,219 13 11 ,, 3,338 7 &
Medical Relief Committee.
ixpenditure
Hospital arrangemcnt Rs. 22715 0
Medicine add equipment " 182 % 0
Furniture on hire . 28 0 O
Stationery " 18 1 0
Petrol y 1012 &
Establishment " 7 8 0
Miscellaneous ” 014 0
Conveyance " 18 0 0
493 11 6

E—————————————————
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All-India Exhibition

Income
Deonation for Exhibition Rs. 4000 0 0o
Stall Rent . 5761 0 0©
Entrance Ticket " 24,235 11 0
Arts Gallery " 476 5 0
Sundrics : " 790 14 9
Exp,
Decoration Rs. 4300 2 0
Demonstration . 4,055 0 6
Boarding & Refreshment " 3,720 9 3
Travelling & Conveyance " 2978 15 6
Office Establishment " 2,048 14 0
Hire of Furniture, Light etc. » 1,641 50 O
Fine Arts Gallery " 1,085 9 3
Printing & Stationery " 1,613 9 9

Ry. Freight, Octroi

Cuartage etc, . 1,450 5 9
Educational Charts " 773 8 0
Agriculture & Dairy " 524 ¢ 10
Motor Car ,, 546 7 0
Insurance charges " 740 8 0
Amusement " 412 7 6
Exhibits “ 383 11 o0
Advertisement & Publication " 523 0 0
Postage & Regisiration " 454 12 3
Furniture & Fixture ' 245 4 3
Telephone & Telegrams " 2717 12 0O
Watch & Ward " 139 4 3
Heat & Light " 231 9 9
Garden & Lawn Keeping " 167 2 ¢ v
House Rent " 277 8 0
Library . 6t 9 4
Miscellancous . 231 11 0
29723 6 1 35263 14 9
Publicity Department.
Expenditure
Publication, printing and Stationery Rs. a1y 2 7
Furniture on Hire i 206 14 0
Establishment " 8 7 6
Miscellaneous ” 28 7 9
Postage " 25 0 0
Furniture and Fixture " 23 12
Advertisement R 1015 9
Conveyance . 8§ ¢ 0
Telephone and Telegrams " 011 0

1,doz 12 7

A ey ——



Volunteers’ Committee.

Expenditure,
Utensils, Boarding, and refreshment Rs. 10,017 11 8
Travelling o 26T 0
niforms oo LT 300
Establishment o LIMZ2 11 O
Lathis & cquipment " 726 4 6
Printing & Stationery ' RYE S N
Furniture & Fixture 'e 209 7 0
Conveyance " 6 3 9
Miscellancous " i3, ¥
Hire of Bands " 200 0 0
Furniture on hire " 83 1 ¢
Cars on hire ” KL 0 0
Postage " M 43
Petrol . HI N S
Medicine " 38 4 0
Heat, Light, and Fucl " B A
Telephone and Telegrams » 0 8 0
Sanitation " 4 3 0
Help & Charity . 0 4 0
18,479 9 71
Transport Committee.
Expenditure.

Boarding R, 1111 9
Hire of Motor-cars " 1,786 & 0
Petrol " Lazo 5 ¢
Tengas on hire " U7 4 04
Cycles on hire ' 1711 0 0
Riding Harse on hire . 42 B 0
Establishment " 811 4
Stahonery " 42 14 ¢
Furniture on hire I, 11 0 0
Printing " 31 0 o
Miscellancous " 49 4
Advertisemicnt " 712 3
Entertainment " 01l o
Construction " 1 0 0
Cartiye " 6 G 0

—————————————
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APPENDIX D.
Indian National Congress

Resolulions fassed at the J0th scssion, held af Luclnow on
April 12-11, 1034,
1. CONDOLENCE

This Congress expresses its sense of sorrow and loss at the
deaths of Sriyuts B. N, Sasmal, M. V. Abhyankar, A. T. Gidwani,
T. A. K. Sherwani, Arif Hasvi, Deep Narayan Singh, Shapurii
Saklatwala, Sir Dinshaw Wacha, Nabin Chandra Bardolai, Shrimati
Kamla Nehru, Syts. Mohanlal Pandya, Seth Nathmal Choradia,
Ganpatrao Tikekar, T. V. Venkataram lyer, Aga Mohammad
Safdar and Mahadeo Prasad Seth,

2. GREETING TO PRISONERS ETC.

The Congress sends its greeting to the thousands of Indians
whom British imperialism kecps in prison, in detention and in exile,
and who suffer in silence and with brave endurance in the cause
of India’s freedom. In particular, the Congress sends affectionate
greeting to Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan, a member of the Working
Committee, and offers ils earnest sympathy to the people of the
North-West Frontier Province, and of Midnapore District, and
other parts of Bengal, who have long had to endure the fiercest
repression under a regime approximating to Martial Law,

3. SHR! SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE'S ARREST

This Congress has learnt with indignation of the arrest under
Regulation lil of 1818 of Shri Subhas Bose on his return to India
after long exile, when he was on his way to attend this session of
the Congress, This Congress considers it a further and significant
proof of how British imperialism continues to use its full appara-
tus of repression to prevent normal political and personal life in
India. To Shri Subhas Chandra Bose the Congress sends its
warm greeting and sympathy.

4. SUPPRESSION OF CIVIL LIBERTIES

The Congress draws public attention again to the wide-

spread and intensive suppression of civil and, in many instances,
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personal liberties in India by the British Government, with the
object of crushing the national and labour and peasant movements.
In particular, to the banning of hundreds of Congress and other
national organizations, and labour and peasant unions, and political
and other groups; seizure and conlinued possession by the Govern-
ment of many ashrams and other educational institutions; the
continuation of the Ordinance regime by the certification and
passage of the Criminal Law Amendment Act, even after its rejec-
tion twice by the Assembly, and the enactment of similar provin-
cial Acts; the proscription and banning of books and periodicals;
the numerous Press laws and censorship resulling in the suppres-
sion of 348 pewspapers in recent years and the forfeiture of large
sums deposited as securities; the dctention of large number of
people for indefinile periods without charge or trial; the numerous
special and additional disabilitics under which the people of
the Frontier Province have to suffer; the many encroachments on
personal liberly in parts of Bengal; the restriction by externment,
internment and otherwise to the free movement of persons within
the country, thus preventing them from carrying on their usual
occupations and business, and even obstructing humanitarian and
relief work; the application of measures like the Criminal Tribes
Act and the Forcigners” Act to political workers; indiscriminate
and widespread scarches of houses; the difficulties placed in the
way of Indians going abroad; and the barriers to the return home
of many Indians in foreign countries, who have thus to live in exile
far from their own people and their motherland. The Congress
notes that at no period since the great Revolt of 1857 has the
suppression of civil and personal libertics and the repression of
the Indian people, which is the normal feature of British adminis-
tration in India to-day, been so great as it is now, While recognis-
ing that this extraordinary suppression and repression are mea-
sures of the strength and success of India’s struggle for freedom,
the Congress desires to point out that such is the background to
the Constitution Act in spite of the slatements made by representa-
tives of the British Government that constitutional progress is
being made in India.

Further, the Congress deeply regrets that in the Indian States,
there is a similar suppression of civil and personal liberties, and,



in muny of them, conditions in this respect are even worse than
in the rest of India and almost every kind of liberty is non-existent;
that in some States even the Congress has been banned and
normal peaceful work of organization prevented, and insult offered
to the National Flag. The Congress realises thkat the effective
power behind the States is that of the British Government and
many of the States are under the direct control of British Officers.
Howsoever the responsibility for this deplorable state of affairs
might be shared between the British Government and the Rulers
of the States, the Congress declares that it can recognise no
differentiation in personal, civil and democratic liberties as between
the States and the rest of India.

The Congress expresses the determination of the Indian people
that notwithstanding this attempt to paralyse national growth
and activily they will continue to face the situation with courage
and fortitude and will carry on the struggle for freedom till inde-
pendence is achieved,

5. FOREIGN DEPARTMENT,

The Congress authorises and directs the Working Committee
to organize a foreign department of the A, I. C, C. office to work
under the general superintendence of the Working General
Secretary and with such special stalf as may be necessary, with
a view to create and maintain contacts with Indians overseas, and
with international, national, labour and other organizations
abroad with whom co-operation is possible and is likely to help in
the cause of Indian [reedom,

6. ROMAIN ROLLAND’S INVITATION TO THE WORLD
PEACE CONGRESS,

This Congress, having considered the invitation of Monsieur
Romain Rolland, Honorary President of the World Committee of
the struggle against War and Fascism, to participate in the World
Congress for peace to be held in Geneva in September next, con-
veys its greetings to the organizers of the Peace Congress and it
assurances of its full sympathy and co-operation in the great work
of ensuring peace in the world based on national and social free-
dom. The Congress is convinced that such a peace can only be es-
tablished on an enduring basis when the causes of war are removed
and the domination and exploitation of nation by nation is ended.
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7. WAR DANGER.

The Congress, at its sessions held in Madras in 1927, drew
the attention of the country 1o the danger of imperialist war and
the possibility of India being made a tool in such a conflict for
imperialist purposes, and declared the right of the Indian people
to refuse to participate in any such war without their express
permission. That danger has become more cvident and urgent
since then with the growth of [ascist dictatorships, the ltalian
attack on Abyssinia, the continuing Japancse aggression in North
China and Mongolia, the rivalrics and conflicts of the great impe-
rialist Powers, and the feverish growth of armaments, and vast
and terrible war threatens the world. In such a war an attempt
will inevitably be made to drag in and exploit India to her manifest
disadvantage and for the benefit of British imperialism, The
Congress therefore reiterates its old resolve and warns the people
of the country against this danger, and dcclares its opposition to
the participation of India in any imperialist war.

8. SYMPATHY FOR ABYSSINIA.

The Congress expresses the sympathy of the Indian nation
for the Ethiopian people who are so heroically defending their
country against imperialist aggression, and considers Abyssinia's
fight as part of the fight of all cxploited nations for freedom,

The Congress condemns the great Powers and the League of
Nations for their policy in regard to the ltalo-Abyssinian war,

9. GOVERNMENT OF INDIA ACT

Whereas the Government of India Act, 1935, which is based
on the White Paper and Joint Parliamentary Report and which is
in many respects even worse than the proposals contained in them,
in no way represents the will of the nation, is designed to facilitate
and perpetuale the domination and exploitation of the people of
India and is imposed on the country to the accompaniment of
widespread repression and the suppression of civil liberties, the
Congress reiterates its rejection of the new constitution in its
entirety,

The Congress, as representing the will of the Indian people
for national freedom and a democratic state, declares that no con-
stitution imposed by outside authority and no constitution which
curtails the sovereignty of the people of India and does not
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recognise their right to shape and control fully their political
and cconomic future can be accepted. In the opinion of the
Congress such a constitution must be based on the independence
of India as a nation and it can only be framed by a constituent
assembly elected on adult franchise or a franchise which approxi-
mates to it as nearly as possible. The Congress therefore
reiterates and  stresses the demand for a2 Constituent Assembly
in the name of the Indian people and calls upon its representatives
and members in legislatures and outside to work for the fulfilment
of this demand.

In view of the fact that elections for the Provincial legislatures
under the new Act may, according to official statements, take place
before the next session of the Congress, this Congress resolves
that in such an event candidates should be put forward on its
behalf to contest such seats in accordance with the mandate of
the Congress and in pursuance of its declared policy. Such
candidates must be chosen from those who fully support the
Congress objective of Indian Independence and pledge themselves
to carry out its policy in regard to the legislatures.

The A 1. C. C. shall place before the country prior to the
election, a manifesto explaining the political and economic policy
and programme of the Congress in conformity with the resolutions
passed by it from time to time. The Provincial Congress Committee
may further supplement the manifesto by adding thereto specific
items which have special application to their respective provinces.
All Provincial manifestos must be approved by the Working
Committee of the A. L. C. C.

Resolved further that the functions of the Parliamentary
Board be discharged in futire by the Working Committce of the
A. L C.C., The Working Committee is authorised to appoint
such Boards or Committees as may be necessary to organise elec-
tions to legislatures as well as to guide, co-ordinate and control
the activities of Congress members in Legislatures. Accordingly
the Parliamentary Board need not be reconstituted hereafter,

The question of acceptance or non-acceptance of office by
Congress members elected to the legislatures under the constitu-
tion having been agitated in the country the Congress, in view of
the uncertainties of the situation as it may develop, considers it
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inadvisable to commit itself to any decision at this stage on the
question and leaves it to be decided at the proper time by the
A, I, C, C. after consulting the Provincial Congress Committees.
10. INDIANS ABROAD

This Congress reiterates its sympathy for the Indian settlers
in South Africa, East Africa, Zanzibar, and the Fiji Islands and
deplores the continuing deterioration in their status and the priva-
tion of personal and property rights in spite of past agreements
and declarations of Local and British Governments and assures
them ofits readiness to lake such action as may be within its power
to amcliorate their condition.

11, CONGRESS AND MASS CONTACTS

The Congress is of opinion that it is desirable to develop
closer association between the masses and the Congress orga-
nisation, so that thcy may take greéter share in the shaping of
Congress policy end in its activities, and the organisation might
become even more responsive to their nceds and desires. With a
view to this, and further to bring about closer cooperation with
other organisations, of peasants, workers and others, which aim
at the freedom of the Indian people and to make the Congress a
joint front of all the anti-lmperialist clementsin the country, this
Congress appoints a committee consisting of Sriyuts Rajendra
Prasad, Jairamdas Daulatram and Jayprakash Narayan to make
recommendations in this behalf including proposals for such
amendment of the constitution as may be considered necessary.
The Committee shall report to the A, I. C. C. through the Work-
ing Committee by the end of July 1936 and its report shall be
then circulated to provincial and district committees for opinion,
The final recommendations of the A. I. C. C, on this report shall
be placed before the next session of the Congress.

12. AGRARIAN PROGRAMME,

This Congress is of opinion that the most important and
urgent problem of the country is the appalling poverty, un-
employment and indebtedness of the peasantry fundamentally due
to antiquated and repressive land tenure and revenue systems and
intensified in recent years by the great slump in prices of agricul-
tural produce, The final solution of this problem inevitably
involves the removal of British imperialistic exploitation, a thorough
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change of the land tenure and revenue system and a recognition
by the State of its duty to provide work for the rural unemployed
masses,

In view, however, of the fact that agrarian conditions and
land tenure and revenue systems differ in the various Provinces, it
is desirable to consult the Provincial Congress Committees and
such prescnt organizations as the Working Committee considers
fit, in the drawing up of a full All India Agrarian Programme as
well as a programme for each Province. This Congress, there-
fore, calls upon each Provincial Congress Committee to make
recommendations in detail to the Working Committee by August
31, 1936, for being considered and placed before the All India
Congress Commiitee having particular regard to the following

matters:—

1. Freedom of organization of agricultural labourers and
peasants.

2. Safeguarding of the interests of peasants where there are
intermediaries between the State and themselves,

3. Just and fair relief of agricultural indebtedness including
arrears of rent and revenue,

4, Emancipation of the peasants from feudal and semi-feudal
levies.

5. Substantial reduction in respect of rent and revenue
demands. .

6. A just allotment of the State expenditure for the social
economic and cultural amenities of villages,

7. Protection against harassing restrictions on the utilisation
of local natural facilities for their domestic and agricultural needs.

8. Freedom from oppression and harassment at the hands of
Government ollicials and landlords,

9. Fostering industries for relieving rural unemployment.

13, INDIAN STATES.

This Congress while re-affirming the resolution regarding Indian
States passed in the Calcutta Session of 1928, and expressing its
approval of the policy laid down in the statement issued by the
A. L C.C.in Madras in October 1935, desires to make it clear
that, in its opinion, the people of the State should have the same
right of self-determination as those of the rest of India, and that
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the Congress stands for the same political, civil and democratic
liberties for every part of India. The Congress, however, desires
to point out that the struggle for liberty within the States has, in
the very nature of things, to be carried on by the people of the

States themselves.
14, AMENDMENTS TO CONSTITUTION,
A number of amendments to the Congress constitution were

passed. The amended constitution is printed separately,
15. NEXT CONGRESS,

Resolved that the next session of the Congress be held in
Maharashtra,

J]. B, KRIPALANI
General Seerelary,

All India Congress Committee.



