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RECEPTION TO MAHATMA GANDHI. 



j<'OREWORD. 

The entire burden and responsibility of collecting and 

a.rranging the material for this report of the Madras Sessions of 

the Indian National Congress, n.nd of seeing it through the press, 

has fallen on the Secretaries of the Reception Committee of this 

Congress. That burden should rightly have been borne by the 

Secretaries of the AII-Indi,~ Congress Committee. But fifteen 

hundred miles or more separate Madras from Allahabad and the 

office of the AII.India Congress Committee being in Allahabad, it 

was not easy to .upervise the publication of this report from that 

distance. At our request, therefore, the Madras Reception 

Committee were good enough to agree to take charge of the work, 

and on behalf of my co-secretaries and myself, I have to expres& 

our indebtedness and thanks to the Reception Committee a.nd 

their S~retaries. 

ALLAHABAD. } 
June t6th 1928. 

JAWAHARLAL NEHRU. 
OCllflral Secretary~ A. L O. O. 



INTRODUCTION 

TO THE 

Madras Congress Report. 
, "f' 1 

I General. Tamil N adu had for the first time, the honor of 
inviting the Indian National Congress, after she had been constituted 
into a separate linguistic Congr~Bs Province. The 'ramilians therefore 
eagerly welcomed the idea of holding the Congress, and the Districts 
vied with one another in having the session in their own Districts. 
But since the Gauhati Congress gave no choice on the venue, it wa.s 
deoided without muoh discussion, to hold the Congress in the City of 
Madras. 

II Financial A..pect. The year in which the Congress was held 
in M"dr"~ w,,~ unfortunately a famine year in the Tamil Nadu, 
and further it was also a bad yoar for bu.inessmen in the city 
and the towns. So it 'was a matter of great anxiety and concern to the 
Reoeption Committee to find money for the expenses. 'It 'was almost 
feared in the beginning that the Reception Committee would have 
ultimately to meet a large deficit. But the interest of the people of 
Tamil Nadu in their National organisation was much greater than 
their oapacity. Even those who could not afford to spare Rs. 25 
willingly oame forward to join the Reception Committee. The 
enlistment of m,embers to the Reception Committee )lad even to be 
stopped, on the eve of the Session as it wI's nO,t possibie to procure 
enough acoommodation in the Congress Panda!. J;lut the rUsh for 
visitors' tickets during the last few days was even greater. As our 
statement of aocounts would show, the prooeeds from the sale of 
visitors tickets amounted to more than Rs. 85,000. Our tickets were 
Bold like hot cakes, a.nd in this connection, we have to express our 
regret that some persons had to be disappointed, as our aocommodation 
was limited, though large. The Madras Congress wa,s t)1UO an un. 
precedented financial success, leaving a surplus over Rs. 85,000 and 
this only shows the hold of thp. National Assembly over the people 
of the Tamil Nadu. It must be said to the credit of Tamil Nadu that 
she liberally oontributed to the funds of the Reoeption Oommittee, in 
spite of the ,fact that it was a bad year for agriculturists and that .he 
had only recently responded nobly to the appeal of Mahatma 
Gandhi and contributed more than a lac of ,rupees to the Khadi FU,nd. 

111 Arrangemenll. (i) Committees. The Reception Committee 
had an influential and active Executive Committee with 80 members 
inchlding Ten Secrataries, and Sixteen Sub.Committees to attend to the 



details of the arrangements. A separatE" influential Committee was 
formed to run the Exhibition, which was conducted on a grand style. 

(iil Layout of tile COliffre.,. Nagar. After a great deal of cOMider· 
ation the Spur TUllk in Egmore WU!'I selected as the site for holding the 
Congress session. The site was taken on lE'!ase from the Government 
by the Reception Committee from Augu~t H)27, on a monthly rent of 
Rs. 100. and the site was appropriatoly stylod the Congress Nagar. In 
the very heart of the Congress Nagar, tho South Indian Ra.ilway Com. 
pany put up a temporary Flag Station for the convenience of the 
Public. 

The main entrance to the Con gross, Nagar was on the Spur Tank 
Road which led into the Ansari Avenue-It must be mentioned here that 
the various halls, quarters, streets, Hnd pathways were called after the 
many respected lendors of the (Jountl'y--Wulking along this avenue led 
one into the Gandhi Round. In this ~ound 'there. were two approaches 
to the Tilnk Mllntllp, the Main Pavilion where the Congress was held. 

The Oon[Jrc8S Pavilion. Although it was the usual· practice for the 
lust lew yenrs, to hold the Congress under the Khadd.ar Tent, it was 
decided very latol~, on account of the uncortu.f~ty of the weather, to 
dispense with it, and have a special structure. 'fho Pavilion intended 
to hold ea.sily about 20,000 people. Its structure was built up of casurina 
posts, cocoanut len.vet; and ba.mhoo thattis. It was 1). huge and magnifi
cent str~cture which attracted the admiration of all the visitors. It was 
tho biggest pavilion ever run up in tho city of Madras and reflects 
groat credit on the designers as well us tho l'ontractor who put it up in 
such a short time . 

. The decorations in the main entranco!:J to the Tilak Mantap and 
over the Pavilion were neu.tly and beautifully done after the style of 
South Indian Temples. 

We must mention hore that heRide8 t,110 big sossion ot the Congress 
many other ConferonccR, Ruoh BS the Khilafut Conf~rence, the Social 
Reform Conference, the Music Conference, the Youth Conference anrl 
tho M. & S. M. Railway Union Conference were hold in the various 
Pavilion~ in the Congress Nagar during the Congrel5s week. 

The Reception Committee Officos, the 'relegraph and Post Office. 
lay adjoining the Malaviya. Maidan. From the Maidan a few minutt"s' 
walk led into the Srinivu8u Avonue, in whicb wore situated thl' Sub .. 
jcctH' Committce Pundal, a. neat little structure called after the late 
lamented Gopala KriHhna Gokhalo. the Library, and other Pavilions. 

OpPoKite to the porch in tho Arifmri Avenue was planted the Con. 
gress Flag Staff. It may be noted here that the National Flag was 
unfurled by the Bengal Leader, Sit. Son.Gupta, on the morning of the 
25th instant, in a. granu, und oHtentutiou8 ceremony, characterh;tic of 



THE UNFURLING CEREMONY OF THE FLAG. 
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Hindu Festivals. The Delegates' quarters and the volunteers' camp 
werealKo situated in the Gandhi Nagar. The kitchen and the dining 
halls were situated to the North-East of the Tilak Mantap. 

(iii) Dining arra71llements. Different kitobens were arranged to suit 
the conveniences of delegates from different provinoes, and although 
catering was left to different oontraotors the arrangements were quite 
satisfactory, as they wore under the direct and immediate supervision 
01 the Food Sub.Committee. 

IV Coneluaion. In conclusion, the Reception Committeeleel bound 
to thank the people of the Tamil Nadu who so nobly and patriotically 
responded to the oall of the Congress, the Volunteers, the members of 
various Sub~CommitteeB, the different contractors and many other 
friends everyone of whom took the cause as his or her own, and co
operated with the Committee in every possible manner and made the 
A1ndras CongreB~ a grand success not only from the point of view 
of the arrangements made, but from tbe point of view of the epoch
making resolutions passed by the Congress. 

~'inaIly, the Reception Committee regret the delay in the publi. 
ca.tion of this Report under circumstanoes beyond their controt 

Madras, 
25th October ]928. The Reception Committee 
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