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OF 

ENGLAND'S PLEDGES TO. INDIA. 
3ft o/( IJal'liamcitf o/( 1833. 

That no native of the said territories (India) nor any natural-born subject 
of His Majesty resident therein shall, by reason only of his religion, place 
of birth, de3Cent, colour, or any of them, be disabled from holding any place, 
office, or employment under the said Government (Act 3 and 4, Wm. IV.; 
c. 85, s. 87, 1833.) . 

l\)cr ;IDnjcstu's lJra.dnmaiion in 1858. 
1Ye Twld ourselves bound to the natives of ottr Indian Territorie. by'tne same obligations of 

duty which bind us to all our other Subjects ; and tlwse obligations, by the Ble.sing of Almighty God, 
we shalt faith/Idly and conscientiously fulfil. • · 

" • " 
And it;. our furtlur will that, so jar tU may be, ow· Subjects, of whatever llace or Creed, 

be freely and impartially admitted to Offices in our Service, the JJ11tie. of which they may be q~~alified 
by t/~eir ed111:ation, ability, and integrity, duly to discltarge; 

Lord l\ orthbrook on Indian affairs. 
11 Thtl'8 is one simple test whick U'6 may app~1J to all Indian gutstio-ns : ltt us ne-ver forget 

that it is our duty to gm•em Iadia, not for our own profit and advantage, but /or the benefit of the 
}{atives' of l11dia." 

Lord Lytton's Speech a.t the Delhi Assemblage on 1st January 1877. 
"But you, th.e Natit•es of India, whate-ver your t•ace, and whatever your creed, have a 

recogni.ed claim to share la>•gely with ·your English /elW!ll·snbjects, aceording to your capacity for the 
tasX·, in the administration of the country you inhabit.\ This claim is founded in the highe.t ju,<tice. 
It !tas been repeatedly affirmed by B>-itish a11d Indian statesmen, aad by the Legi~lation of the 
Impel"ial Parlia111611t. It is r1cognised by the Government of India, as binding on its honour, and 
consistent with all the aims of its policy." 

Lrrd Ripon in the Viceregal Legislative Council. 
The document (Her Majesty's Proclamation) is not a treaty, it ;. not a diplomatic 

instt'Ument, it is a declaration 'of principles of Government/ wldck,_ if it is obligatory at all, is 
obligatory in respect to all to wltich it is addressed. The doctrine, t!terefore, to which Sir Fitzjames 
Stephen has git•en the sanction of kis authority, I feel b01tnrl to repadiate to the utmost of my powers. 
lt sums to me to be t'n()onsistent with the c!taracter of my Sovereign and witlt the honour of my count1y, 
and if it were on.:e to be rtceit•ed and acted «pon by the Government of England, it would do more 
than anything else cculd possibly do to strike at tlte root of our power and to destro.v our just i'!ftuence. 
Because that p&wer and that in/llMICtJ rests upon th.e conviction of our good faith more tlian upon 
any othel' foundation, aye, more than upon thiJI valuur of our soldiel's and tM reputation of our arms. 

Lord Dufferin's Speech on the occasion of Rer Majesty's Jubilee in 1887. 
" Glad and happy sTwuld I be if, dut-ing my sojourn among them, (tke people oflndi'!), 

circumstances pamitt'd ms to extend, and to place uptm a widfJ1' and more logicalfooting,·tke political 
stat u.s which was so wisely given, a generation ago, by .that great statesman, Lord Halifa:c, to such 
Indian gentlemen as by tlteir influence, their acquirements and the CC>!Iidence they inspired in tlteir 
fellow-wuntrymeil, were marked out as useful adjuncts lo our Legislatiw CQUncils." 
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