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INTRODUCTION.

' Tae Thirteenth Session of the Indian National Congress will long
eontinue to be regarded as memorable in the history of political Pprogress in
this country. Held in a year of disasters, disheartening and dispiriting,
amidst difficulties of the most extraordinary kind, uoprecedented in the
annals of the Congress, against an opposition from the officials as sudden
and unexpected as it was unjustifiable and uncalied for, its success is an
achievement of which the advocates of political reform have every reason
to be proud. That success is not & mere indication of the individual energy
and resourcefnlness of the small band of workers who laboured for its
accomplishment, but is a convincing proof of the strength of the Congress
cause, the hold it has obtained over the country and the devotlon felt for it
by whole cYasses of people.

The year 1897 was a year of calamities to the Indian people. Famine,

" pestilence, earthquake, floods, fires, war, political prosecutions, race-feeling,

distrust—all contributed to fill the cup of human misery to the brim.

Even the proverbial Oriental Fatalism winced under the combined effoct of

these misfortunes, and men asked each other what had this country done to
deserve this heavy trial,

. 'When in December 1896, the Berar and Central Provinces Committees
invited the Congress to Amraoti, they and those whose mouth-piece they
were had no idea of the difficulties and trials in store for them. The grim
spectacle of famine stalking through the land was wot absent from their
minds ; but they thought, and rightly so, that the pecuniary difficulties were
not insurmountable and ought to be overcome in the country’s cause, And
so far as the people of Berar were concerned, they fully came up to the
expectations formed of them. Berar for .its size and population showed
a .public spirit, which deserves to be followed by many other parts
of India. If the Central Provinces were not able to show the energy and
the self-sacrifice which they did in 1891, and to take the lead as they did
on that occasion, it is not their fault but their misfortune. Three years of
saccessive failures of crops culminating in famine had rendered the popula-
tion wutterly helpless. If at such a juncture they were able to raise a
substantial amount as contribution towards the expenses of the Congress,
it was all the more creditable to them. Both in Berar and. in the Central

_Provinces the men who gave munificent contributions for the Congress made

large-grants towards the hundreds of thousands of fupees spent for the
rehef of their unfortunate brethren who were starving from the famine,

‘The bubonic plague, the unfoxtunate Poona murders and the sudden
recrudescence of distrust and race animosities, which followed from them,

»~causéd infinitely greater trouble and proved a source of infinitely greater
. »
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anxiety than anything else. The dislike of the reform movement repre-
sented by the Congress assumed from the time of the Poona occurrences a
violent form. In the denunciation and oblogquy heaped on the devoted
Leads of the educated classes, suggestions were freely made for putting a
stop to the Congress and all political associations of the people of this
country. They were, however, confined, to irresponsible writers in the
Press. But when the plague re-appeared in Poona in September and
assumed alarming proportions there, a high medical and sanitary officer at
Nagpur gravely proposed that on account of the existence of the. plague in
Poona and the places adjacent to it, the meeting of the Congress at Amraoti
should be prohibited. A similar suggestion was made fo Mr. Lucas, the
District Magistrate of Amraoti, but he scouted the notion of prohibition and
supported the Secretary of the Reception Committee in his contention that
precautionary measures of a general nature applicable to all should be taken
and no specially harsh restrictions should be imposed on people arriving for
the Congress. Before, however, he could lay his suggestions and those of
the Congress Committee before ' his superiors, he went on leave. Ia the
meanwhile the question of taking action in view of the coming meeting of
the Congress went through another channel before the Resident at Hyder-

abad, who is the head of the Berar Administration. The proposal before

him was that, either the meeting of the Congress should be prohibited, or -
that stringent quarantine regulations should be laid down and enforced. All

this happened at the end of October. By that time the preparations for the

Congress had made considerable progress. The contracts for the construec-
tion of the Congress pavilion, residential quarters, offices and other struc-

tures required, had been given long before, and the actual construction itself

had commenced. Food, furniture, lighting and all the thousand and one

things required for the convenience and comfort of the delegates had been

atranged for. For all these purposes vast liabilities had been incurred.

The threatened action of Government caused consternation and dismay

among the members of the Reception Committee and all friends of the

Congress cause. It was not mere vexation at losing thousands of rupees

without any return to show for them, it was not' the disappointment of
losing the great and valued honour of acting as hosts to the delegates from

all parts of the country, but it was the chagrin at the mouth of

the country being shut up precisely at the time when it should have

been open to_voice the people’s voice. There was also the dread of
their Berar being considered, howsoever undeservedly, as the unlucky -
province Where_ the Congress received its' quietus. That was the cause
of the anguish and-bitterness’ felt by the Reception Committes, Oune
of ,the chief officers. in the administration wrote demi-officially to the
Secretary, Mr, Mudholkar, advising the Committee ““as a friend and not
. as an official only ” to defer the meeting of the Congress to the next year.
To suggestions coming from such quarters and in such anirit the most anxious
consideration was due, and it was so given.  After consulting ‘their best
friends both in and out of Berar, and weighing every argument that,
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could be urged for and against, the Reception Committee were satisfied
that if certain precautions were adopted, tbere would be absolutely no
danger of the importation of the plague into Berar by the delegates
and visitors to the Congress and their servants. They were anxious
not merely to stop the mouths of the opponents of the Congress, but
felt that in the interests of the people for whom they worked, it was most
essential that every safeguard should be adopted to secure immunity from
infection to the residents of the Province and to the visitors who came there

_ for the Congress. They themselves, therefore,. suggested very effective,
though perbaps stringent, precautionary and preventive measures. The
Resident and the Commissioner were satisfied of their earnestness and B3onu-.

* fides, and they were told that, unless the plague appeared in Berar, the
~ meeting of the Congress would not be prohibited ; at the same time to insure
the Province against importation of the plague, stringent precautions applica-
ble to all persons arriving in Berar, whether for the Congress or any other
purpose, Were necessary, snd the sanitary authorities would frame rules
effectually to carry out this object. This was all that was wanted; and the
Congress party in Berar thought that its troubles were over. They were,
however, soon to be tisenchanted and convinced that the troubles had only
just begun. Within a few days after this came a letter from the Commis-
sioner informing the Committee that the site selected by them for the
Congress camp was considered objectionable by the Sanitary Commissioner

" on account of its proximity to the town and the civil station and that until
his return to Amraoti all work should be stopped. What effect this letter may
have produced on the minds of the Committee may well be imagined. But
our Berar friends were equal to the occasion. A deputation waited upon the

* Sanitary Commissioner and explained to him in full the sanitary measures they
were going to adopt. This had the desired effect, and the Sanitary Commis-
sioner was satisfied that, so far as the Committee was concerned, nothifg
would be left wanting to secure protection frqum the outbreak of an epidemic,
and from that tirle forward the Sanitary Commissioner, while examining
every step with the closest scrutiny, was their friend. The plague, however,
suddenly broke out at a place in Khandesh less than 30 miles distant from
the western boundary of Berar. This created almost a panic in the official

~ and nof-official circles. The vigilance at Malkapur, the examining Railway
station in the west of Berar was increased to almost a painful degree, and not,

" only were the few men, who’came from Poona, detained there in quarantine
for over a week, but even Mr. Bonnerjee, coming direct from England and

. kpa,ssing only a few bours in Bombay, was stopped for the -greater part of a
day. In the meantime the District authorities were so far carried away by
the panic as to issue circulars advising people to abstain from going to
"Amraoti. Again the Reception Committee rose equal to the occasion and
while pacifying the Distriet authorities and allaying popular fears, they took
energetic steps to prevent the unnecessary detention of Congress delegates.
To prevent the President and the Madras and Bombay delegates from
Dbeing detained, the chief men of the party themselves ran down to Badnera,



Arrangements of
the Congresa
Pavilion,

Pelegntes,

4

the junctiou of the G. I. P. Railway with the Amraoti State Railway.
All these labours had the desired effect. Official fears and misconceptions
were allayed to a great degree and the damper which popular enthusiasm
had received was completely removed. 'When the President and the
Madras and Bombay delegates arrived, there were over 500 people

- on the special platform erected by the Congress Committee and thousands

in the station compound and on the road leading to the Congress Camp,
all vociferously .cheering the President and the delegates and blessing the
righteous cause which brought them there, From that time forward all was
plain sailing and no hitch worth mentioning occurred (excopt petty ‘though
annoying interferences by subordinate police officials) till the conclusior of
the proceedings. ‘ -

-

The Congress Camp was located on a spacious piece of ground near
the Railway premises and within a minute’s walk from the special platform
congtructed there, It afforded room for the Congress pavilion, 2 drawing
room, reading room, restaurants, thb numeroys offices required for the
general use of the delegates and visitors, and quarters for the residence
of delegates whether living in European or Indian style. One new feature
of the Congress Camp was an exhibition hall, wherein were displayed
numerous specimens of silk and Jace embroidery work prepared by Indian
Jadies. Though the number and variety of the exhibits were not, on account
of the prevalence of the plague in the Bombay Presidency, what the lady
promoters wished, the display was such as to evoke expressions of enthusiasm
from all the delegates and .visitors dbout the resources and powers of
organization shown by the lady managers, particularly Mrs, Joshi, wife
of one of our well-known Congress leaders, and the promising skill and
dexterity exhibited by their sisters in Berar and the Bombay Presidency. .

Surrounded by structures as attractive as they were useful, the chief
Pavilion was a work of art, which reflected credit on itg. aathor for his
conception and powers of execution, To accommodate the largest number
within the smallest compass and to secure acoustic properties, Mr. S, V&
Bhagwat, the engineer and the architect, hit upon the plan of giving a
gemi-circular shape to the Pavilion, placing the dais on the central portion
of the diameter, The roof was arranged in three tiers with ornamental trellis
‘work between each tier which jmmensely helped the ventzlatmg and
acoustic properties of the hall and added to its beauty -

The number of delegates who attended was 692, and considering what
extraordinary difficulties existed, it was a most satisfactory number. Against
the Deccan and Guzerat Districts quarantine of the most stringent kind
was enforced and nobody could come from those parts without spending

" a week at the Detention Camp at Malkapur. A very small concession was

made in favour of Bombay City, at that time affected by the plague in a com-
paratively mild degree ; and men like Messrs. Wacha, Setalwad and Cama could
escape detention only by obtaining certificates from the President of the Plague
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Committée. Madras, Bengal and N.-W. Provinces delogates, unaffected '
though their presidencies were by the plague, had to obtain certificatos ; ,i L
and to crown all, the identity of every delegate had to be certified both at v 7 -
Malkapur and Badnera by some responsible member of the Reception Com-
mittee. And this rule was enforced not only against people comine from
outside Berar but also against Berar delegates themselves. These dangers
and difficulties kept away hundreds who-would otherwise have attended.
But it is no mean proof of the vitality of the Congress cause that s0 many
people braved all these risks to attend the Congress.

* . Of the delegates, 619 were Hindus, $7 were Mahomecrans, 8 were
- Parsees, 5 were Europeans and 3 were Native Christians.

A glance at the list of delegates, a.pp'ended to'the report, will show that
the delegates represented all the professions and interests. There were
merchants, éraders, land-holders, members of the old Watandar class (ancient

~ hereditary village and sub-district officers), lawyers, doctors, professors,
Journalists, religious preachers, retired Government servants, money-lenders,
contractors and ongineers,

One gratifying feature, which deserves to be noted, was the large number gy, deep sympathy
of lndies who were present throughout the session. There was only one Of Lady Visitors.
lady who came in the capacity of a delegate ; but the number of ladies who
attended as visitorss exceeded that on any previous occasion. The majority
cams from the Hindu community, the Maratha Brahmin section being the
one most strongly represented. There were also many Parsee ladies, how-

-ever, and some European. It is possible some of the lady visitors came only

- to-see the sight ; but there is no doubt that the majority evinced a degree of
juterest not to bo expected in mere sight-seers. They were as punctual in
their attendance as any of the delegates and watched the proceedings with

‘10 little keenness. This was only natural. - The women of India are taking
more and more interest in the subjects which enlist the sympathies
.and rouse the activities of their male relations: The events of the year
had profoundly stirred the feelings of all the classes of the Indian nation ;

- .and the difficulties thrown in the way of the Congress, the unmerited

- obloquy cast upon it and the persecution with which the educated class
wag threatened, while they stimulated the emergies of those who worked
actively in the national cause, called’ forth everywhere amongst men and
women a genuine sympathy for its success.

The whole proceedings breathed that spirit of true and firm loyalty, The spirit that
- combined with independence and frankness, which characterise the utter- Erevailu in the
: , . . . ougress Camp.

ances and acts of the Congress party. This year there was with this feeling
mixed the humiliating and bitter recollection that they and all the educated
Tndians bad been only recently subjected to unjustifiable and .baseless
suspicion and undeserved reviling at the hands of their rulers. Ignorance,
"prejudice, race pride, impatience of eriticism had often léd members and
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sections of the British community in India to express doubts ‘about the
loyalty of educated Indians and to revile them in no measured terms. The
infoction spread this year to the seat of Government; and responsible
Councillors of the State, without check from the head of the Government,
used language towards wliole classes and communities which was as unwise
as it was unjustifiable. Conscious of the honesty of the sentiments which
guide them, never forgetting for a moment that their very existence and
the prosperity of India are bound up with the maintenance of the British
Government, the educated Indians, whose voice the Indian National
Congress isy are unable to understand how the great and generous nation,
which has championed the cause of Liberty in all quarters of the globe,
which in India itself inaugurated and carried out for a number of years a
policy of enlightenment, justice and humanity, should suddenly pause in its
course of righteousness and liberality, reverse its own procedures and cast off
as untrustworthy and dangerous the children of its own mature statesmanship
and magnanimity. If there is any portion of the vast mass of humanity which
obeys the British rule, which is firmly and devotedly loyal, it is the class of
educated Indians. But theirs is not an indiscriminating and inappreciative

— loyalty. While they admire all that is great, all that is good, all that is

just, all that is truly Christian in the methods of administration
which Great Britain has established in India, they do not hesitate for
a moment from pointing out the weaknesses incidental to it and demand
their removal. It is a matter of the deepest regret that the truly loyal per-
sons, who want to perpetuate the connection of Great Britain with India
by removing the deficiencies which mar the good effects of that connection,
should be stigmatised as disaffected and seditious by shortsighted and
prejudiced people, and their voice now echoed by responsible heads of
administration,

_The proceedings were commenced by a speech from Mr. G. S. Khaparde,
Chairman of the Reception Committee, welcoming the delegates. In doing
s0 he referred in short to-the features of the year which was about to close,
Justly characterising it as ‘‘ the worst perlod during the last forty years.”
‘It would appear,” said he, *'as if the adversé fates had sat in consultation
as to how they could possibly give us the utmost trouble, on purpose, I sup-
pose, to test the strength and solidarity of the movement inaugurated just
twelve years ago.” First came the famine in all its devastating fury, but it did
not injure the Congress cause ; for to combat it our men zealously seconded
the efforts of the devoted officers of the benign British Government, and it
appeared that the rulers and the ruled had combined to fight a common enemy.

\This not suiting the objects of the adverse Fates, they sent the plague with

its attendant disagreeable measures. To this was added a war beyond the
North-West Frontier—a ruinous and unprovoked war which bad no advantages
to offer ))ut was potent in hampering the resources of Government. To these
fruitful sources of misfortune were added fires, floods and earthquakes. ““To
dishearten al?(;\sx'kqa terror, and in the midst of the confusion caused by all.
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these, they '“(tha adverse fates) sent out the Demon of Distrust to stalk the
country by getting two most unfortunate and deplorable murders committed
at Poona and enveloping them in a deep mystery. Then arose * the scare of
a widespread conspiracy, and the so-called State prosecutions followed as an
unfortunate sequence, accompanied by unexpected deportations, for reasons
not disclosed even up to this day.” Friends are being mistaken for foes.
*“ The educated classes are the offsprings of the environments created by the
British Government itself. Their aspirations are those that are inspired by
western culture, and yet they are not so recognized by those who put the
seed of education into them and fostered it with the loving care of a parent.”
Against these adverse circumstances the Congress workers fought with
faith in the great Ruler of the universe and with the conviction that He at
any rate saw that in their heart of hearts there was nothing but loyalty and
a desire to offer their help to so improve that administration as to render it
permanent gnd the people under its sway prosperous, happy and contented.
Referring to the Diamond Jubilee of Her Majesty he happily called it as
“ the only ray of light that penetrated the otherwise impenetrable gloom of
the year.”

Adverting to the difficulties which had to be surmounted he asked
“ what cause is there which is pronounced to be good without surmounting
these difficulties?” And the fact of their presence there under the circum-
stances and in the numbers in which they came was itself a guarantee of
success. If ever a session of the Congress was necessary, it was so now.
The Congress was a movement “‘ designed to interpret the thoughts of the
rulers to the ruled and to represent the grievances of the people to the
powers that be. This task always arduous is doubly arduous this year.”
Bift he hoped that the principles of the English constitution would make
their path easy. “ We are,” said he, “ making humble efforts to be included,
as living beings in that constitution, to have the proud glory of being able to'
say civis Britanicus sum, and we should not be discouraged if We are opposed,
traduced and even abused. This opposition and misrepresentation should
- always teach us to examine our programme more and more carefully, to
eliminate from it errors that we may have been led into, and render it as
acceptable as we possibly can, to those who do not see eye to eye with us in
this matter. We have to walk in a spirit of couciliation, and barshness
even in thought or word must be strictly avoided.” .

After the conclusion of the speech of the Chairman of the Reception  Eiegtion of the
Committee, the Honorable Mr. Surendranath Banerjea proposed in hig Fresident.
glowing periods the election as President of Mr. C. Sankaran Nair, a pleader
of the High Court of Madras, and for many years a member of the Madras
Legislative Council. This proposal was seconded by Mr. M. V. Joshi
(Berar) and supported by Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya (Allahabad)} and
by Mr. C. H, Setalwad (Bombay) and was earried unanimouly. The Presi-
dent was then conducted to his seat, the whole andience rising. 0 their foet
to cheer him, : ‘
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Mr. Sankaran Nair isan excellent specimen of the war-like community of
the Nairs of Malabar. Of a fine presence and pleasing countenance, a high
and thoughtful forehead, his very appearance is prepossessing and he looked
an admirable President. His address delivered in a quiet and unassuming
manner was indicative of the characterof the man, a harmonious blend of
independence and moderation. 1lis style is at once simple, clear and terse,
free {rom aftectation or bombast. The whole address is worthy of careful
perusal and study.

Beginning with a reference to the celebration of the Diamond Jubilee
of Her Majesty the Queen-Empress, he vory fittingly called Her Majesty as
the living embodiment to the Indian people of what is good in British supre-
macy. “ While Englishmen in India, inflamed by race animosity and the
recollections of the Sepoy Mutiny, were calling for terrible reprisals, she
unasked, forgetting and forgiving, issued her gracious proclamation.”

The foolish and ridiculous ery of disloyalty of the educated classes
naturally engaged his attention and he completely demolished that super~
structure of ignorance, prejudice and misrepresentation. ¢ Forty years,”
says he, “of peace and progress seemed to have amply justified the wise and
gonerous statosmanship of the great Empress, but suddenly this year, we
have becn startled with the cry of sedition directed not agninst any specific
individual, nor even against a number of persons, but against a whole class,
the product of the liberal policy inaugurated nearly half a century ago.” He
demonstrated how absurd the charge of disloyalty was and showed on what
the sentiments of

-, LOYALTY o
which animate the educated classes were based.

“Ye are well aware of the disordered state of this country when it
passed, with its iusecurity of person and property, under British rule, of the
enormous difficulties our rulers had to overcome in introducing orderly
administration without any help from the then existing agencies. We
recognize that the association of the people in the government of the
country except to a very limited extent was then impossible. We also know
that Dritish rule cleared the way to progress and furnished us with the one
element, English education, which was necessary to rouse us from the torpor
of ages and bring about the religivus, social and political regencration which
the country stands so much in need of. We are also aware that with the
decline of Dritish supremacy we shall have anarchy, war and rapine. The

_Mahomedans will try to recover their lost supremacy. The Hindu races

aud chiefs will fight amongst themselves. The lower castes who have corue
under the vivifying influence of Western civilization are scarcely likely to
yield without a struggle to the dominion of the higher castes, And we have
Russia and Trancoe waiting for their opportunities. The ignorant masses
may possibly not.\recoguizo the gravity of the danger attendani on any



9

decline of England's power in the East. But it is ridiculous to suggest that
those who have received tbe benefit of English education are so short-sighted
as not to see and weigh that danger. (Cheers.) While, however, full of
gratitude for what Great Britain has done to India,—for its government which
secures us from foreign aggression and ensures security of person and pro-
perty,—it should not be forgotten for a moment that the real link that binds
us indissolubly to England is the hope, the well-founded hope and belief, that
with England’s help we shall, and, under her guidance alone, we can atiain
national unity and national freedom. (Hear, hear, cheers.) The educational
policy of the Government, a policy which combines beneficence with
statesmanship, justified such hopes in us. Those hopes were confirmed by
various pledges, Those pledges were followed by the creation of institutions
by which we were admitted to a share in our ordinary government which must
surely, though slowly, lead to the full fruition of our aspirations.”

Brought up by English professors on English classics and history, with
English types of character ever present before us, fed on English literature
every day, “it is impossible not to be penetrated with English ideas, not to
acquire English conceptions of duty, of rights, of brotherhood” while
the study of law has materially contributed to the growth of mental
_independence.

«“Imbued with these ideas and principles, we naturally desire to acquirc,a
the full rights and to share the responsibilities of British citizenship. We
have learnt that in the acquisition of those rights and in the recognition
of the principles on which they are based, lies the remedy for the
evils afflicting our country, evils similar to those from which England
herself once suffered.” The differences of race, religion and caste-
divisions—as great and pronounced there as here~have all ¢ dig-
appeared in the common struggle for freedom, and in the combined effort to
retain it when acquired, in which each required the help of its antagonist
and each was required to concede to others the right claimed for itself, and
which, therefore, resulted in the recognition and solemn affirmation of
principles of government which obliterated all distinctions of race or
religion, caste or class. Those principles affirmed the equality of all before
law and government, the right of self-government by the people themselves
through their representatives, and complete freedom of speech and discussion
as the very breath of national life, (Ilear, hear.) It is the hope that one day
we may be admitted as equal sharers in this great inheritance, that we shall
have all the civil rights associated with the English Government, that we
shall be admitted as freely as Englishmen themselves tec worship in this
temple of freedom—it is this hope that keeps India and will keep her always
attached to the British. (Hear, hear, cheers.) This hope is sustained by pledges
solemnly made ; and the sentiment of loyalty to the British connection created
by repeated declarations that we shall be gradually allowed the full rights of
English citizenship is already in full force.” There are the pledges of 1833,
and 1858, and they have been redeemed in part. *The press has been enfran-
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chigsed, Partially elected members sit in our local and Legislative Councils.
‘We can enter the civil service through the open door of compstition. These
blessings are no doubt now coupled with conditions which unfortunately
detract from their value. But these great and healthy principles have

nurtured and consolidated a sentiment of affection. All that England has
to do is to persist resolutely in the line of policy she has. initiated and
‘thereby deepen that feeling of loyalty which makes us proud of our con-

nection with England.” (Hear, hear, cheers.) “Thus the only condition
requisite.for the fruition of our political aspirations .is the continuance of
the British Rule. The fond hope that India may one day take her place

“in the confederacy of the free English-speaking nations of the world can be
realised only under England’s guidance with England’s help. Years must

elapse, it is true, before our expectations can be realised, before we get re-
presentative institutions on the models of those of the English-speaking
communities. Slavery we had under our old rulers, Hindu and Mahomedan ;
we may again gef it under any despotic European or Asiatic Government.
But we know that real freedom is possible only under the Government of the

"English nation, nurtured in liberty, hafing every form of tyranny and

willing to extend the blessings of representative Government to those capable
of using it wisely in the interests of freedom and progress. (Cheers.)

M Great as is the necessity of Bntmh rule for the political emancipation of our eountry,
even greater is the necessity for social and religious reform., In the present circumstances

-of India, ivhabited as it is by followers of various religions, various sects, classes, very often

with antagonistic interests, any Government which is not strictly secular and absolutely
impartin]l most be disastrous to the best interests of the country.” ¢ To break down the
isolation of the Hindua religion, to remove the barriers which now prevent free social
intercourse and uuity of action, to extend the blessings of education to the lower classes, to
improve the position of women to one of equality to men, we require the continuance of a
strictly secular Governmeut in thorough sympathy with liberal thought and progress.”.

———~He thelm goes-er—to refer to certain notable events of the year. The
famine that has devastated this countly is naturally the first to claim his
attention. “We render,” says he, * our hearty thanks for the magnificent

"aid received by us from the people of Great Britain and other countries.

(Cheers.) 'We recognize the great sympathy and ability with which the
faming administration was carried on in India. But we cannot shut our eyes
to the fact that the same energy, if directed to discover and remove the

causes of famine, would be of far greater benefit to the country. (Hear,
hear.)

AT THE ROOT OF THESE FAMINES IS THE GREAT POVERTY OF INDIA.”

" # The poverty of the country roveals itself to us in evary direction, in eéery shape and
form. It shows itself in the poor condition of the labouring population and of the great
majority of the ryots who are under-fed, and who are without, not only the comforts, but

“even the nhsolute necesearies of life and who lead a life of penury and toil unredeemed by

sny hope of prqyision against the frequent vicissitudes of the seasons, sickness or old agq.
when they must be.dependent on relatives and strangers,’’

"~
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- Even a partial failure of crops in one year leads to terrible scarcity or
. famine. Recurrence of famines has become a mnormal condition and each
_ famine finds the staying power of the masses reduced. “In a fertile country,
with every variety of clime capable of producing every variety of product,
with a population thrifty and hard-working, if the produce is not sufficient
for the population, it must be due to some defect in the system of adminis-
tration which does not protect the fruits of industry, but scares away capital
. from the }land.” The feeling is gaining ground that for this extreme poverty:
- ever present scarcity and recurring famines, Government are morally responsi-
ble. - The great remedy is

A__I’ERMANEN’.I.‘ SETTLEMENT OF GOVERNMENT REVENUE FROM THE LAND,

which will result in the attraction of capitalsto land and the creation of a
~class of lapdholders interested in the maintenance of law and order. The
proposals of Lord Canmng to grant permanent settlement sanctioned by the
Secretary of State were under the pressure of increased expenditure set
aside. “ Qur Government ought to concede the permanent settlement
immediately to all parts of India and in those parts where from local circum-
stances a permanent limitation of land revenue ig not feasible,” any increased
demand for land revenue by executive action should be permissible only with
the sanction of the Legislative Council.

The..nextr‘remedy is to put a check on expendltu!e There are mno
eﬂ'ectwe checks now., The Budgets ought to be submitted to the Legislative

lutions i m conuectxon with them.

~

"% The' b:ggest item- of expenditure is the military expenditure. Qur true poliocy is a
- penceful policy. We have little, if anything, to expeot from conquests. With such
eapncity for internal development as our country possesses, with such crying need to carry
out the reforms absoulutely necessary for our well-being, we want a period of prolonged

Its Remedy.

Reduetion of Mili-
tary Expenditure.

- Counciis for approval and members ought to have the power of moving reso. .

peace. We have no complaint against our neighbours, either on our north-west or

our north.east frontier, I! ever our country is involved in war, it will be due to<he
policy of aggrandisement of the English Governmpent at London or Calcuita., army
is maintained at our cost far in excess of what is required for us. The military element
is supreme in the Viceroy’s Council. For interests other than Indian, fountries are
invaded, all the horrors of war let loose at the expemse of the Indian tax-payer. As
England directs our foreign policy and as wars are undertaken to maintain English rule,
the English treasury ought to pay the entire cost, claiming contribution from India to
the extent of India’s interest in the struggle. This would secure a thorough discussion of
any foreign policy in the English Parliament. It would also enable Indian members in
the Viceroy’s Council o protest against any unfair distribution of the war expenditure
when the Budget has to be passed.”’

A large portion of unnecessary expenditure is due to the idea
that the English are a foreign and superior race holding India by the
sword and that the Indians are, as a rule, not worthy of trust and confidence.
“ To us this idea is hateful and therefore we insist upon equality before
“law and Government.” This is why we protest against the principle under-

Ioequality of Lawa.
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lying the Arms Act and the existing system of volunteering and demand that
the higher grades of the Military Service be opened to the natives of this
country, ask for the establishment of Military Colleges and press for
admission into all the branches of the Public Service on an equa.l footing
with Europeans. :

% Apart from aconomio necessity, the stability nml permanenee of British connection
require that not only no positive disqualification should exist but that the rules intended
to make the declarations of 1833 and the Queen’s promise of 1858 a deud letter must ‘be
removed.” .

% The ooncession of these demands means an enormous increns'e in Indin's defensive
strength against any foe; it means a reduction in taxation which at the rate it is now
growing, must involve the ruin of the country. Theee distinotions, on the other ‘hand,
cast a slur on our loyalty, acceniuate race prejudices in a most invidious form and relega.te
Indians to the position of an inforior race aund silently ensure . the emasculation of our
manhood.” To this feeling of race superiority is due the refusal of the South-African and
Australian colonies to treat us on terms of equality and * the frequent contemptuous
treatment of respectable people by soldiers.” ¢ The racial feeling is confirmed by the
belief generally entertained in India that it is almost impossible to 'secure” the conviction
of & European accused of any heinous offence.” . . ¢ On this race question, no concession-

is possible. N 0 compromise can be aooepted 80 far s it lies in us. .

WE MUST INSIST ON PERFECT EQUALITY. . , .

Inequality means race inferiority, national abasement, Acqmsxtmn, therefore, of all
oivil rights eonferred on Englishmen, removal of. all d,mq,hihtxea on Indx'ﬁi? ae-suolLTthese '
must be our aim.”

R -'_L. s ".g,,,a..-’,

Referring to the measures taken to combat the plague m Poona, he gwes“,; -
o short summary of the¢omplaints made with regard to them, and points out -
that those representatxons were certainly entltled to attentwe t;,onsndem{:lon, -
however much the authorities might have disagreed with them Te Theq-
objects were honest, their methods were proper; . ‘Their language Was. fot
respeotful, it was perhaps violent, but men- dominated by feehngs‘ of distress
are often carried beyond "what strict prudence would dictate.” Treatmg
these complaints with contempt, the Anglo-Indian community were “thrown
into a state of unreasoning panic by the unfortunate murders of Mr. Rand
and Lieutenant Ayerst. Unable to ynderstand the pative feeling or misled
by interested or ill-informed writers, they, or rather a considerable portion -
of them, suspected a deep design in these murders and jumped to the con- -
clusion that there was a deep-laid conspiracy, which could have been planned
only by educated gunning, and an attack was commenced on the Vernacular
Press and the educated Indians, perhaps ‘unexampled in its virulence since

‘the mutiny. Then followed the arrest and deportation of the Natu
\brothers and the press prosecutions. f‘The arrest of the Natu ‘brothers

was._and must remain a great blunder. It recalls the worst ,days of
irresponsible despotism. Liberty of person and property is a.farcé if you
are liable o be arrested, imprisoned, and your property sequestered at the
will and pleasure of Government withont bemg brought to trial, (Hear,,
hear.)” o -
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About the press trials he says - a ' " Press trials,

, « If thero is any offence in India wl:uch ought to be tried by a native J'nry, it is the

" offence of sedition. It was possible that a native Jury who knew the Iangusge and who

were in a more favourable positior to form a correct judgment of the probable and intended

effect of the articles on netive mind .would not have wconvicted; it was oertain that a
Europenn Jury'in that state of public excitement would conviet.” T

. This Poona incident enforces the necessity of ceaseless vigilance in keapmg the
English public correetly informed of whatever passes in India and of thus counteracting
- the-mischievons effects of the dissemination of incorrect news. It emphasises the neoessity
~of extendmg the system-of Trial by Jury to India on the same conditions as it ia granted -
. to Europeans, - It-also shows that the Executm Government can deprive us of our .
liberty of person and property at its own will a.nd[ plessure. It has brought into
disagreeabls prominence the unsatisfactory nature of the law of sedifion. .The Government
of Tndia havé announced their intention to alter such law in the light of recent ovents, Wa
trust the Government of Indis will bear in mind that in the circumstances of this country,
anything whish checks freedom of public discussion is most deplorable. Buch check may
-~ bacome a temporary, if dangerous bar to quiet and steady progress. The stream of our
national progress will nevertheless move on. It will become dry only when our holy rivers
~ of India become dry: (Hear, hear.} . Its progress at present under sympathetic guidance
.- is smooth.”.. Its unwise obstruction may. compel underground pnssages or its oVerflow.
(Hear, bear.)” - . .

“We deprecate most strongly any mtampemte langunge in cmt:mmng Government

" ‘measures. We are bound to assume that any objectionable measure must have been due
either to ignorance or fo error of judgment. Woe have also to remember that after all’
our salvation lies in bringifg home to the majority of the people of England our real®
wishes and feelings and that the persons whose actipns are criticized are their own kith-
and kin, that the system of Government we attack was framed by men for. whom they

" feel just respect and eateem. Any violence, therefore, will 90 vs infinite harm, it may,
posaxbly prevent us irom socuring a hearing.—A false, incorrect, or-even doubtful allegaiion.

. will discredit us in the eyas of Englishmen, and the cause of reiorm may be thereby pus.
back for generahon& ' :

S Let me say at onee thnt in the remarka I make I deem :t superﬂuoua to_proclaim
Our lovnlty to the British throne or to the British constitution, or to add that we have not
tho sllg‘htest sympathy with any speech or writing- which would regard a severance of
our eocnnexion as s desirable consummntlon (Hear, hear.) We nn%urnlly take a pride in
the lijves of the great men who have lived for India, and we would draw the attention of
our rulers to that part of our ancient history which we think they m:ght usefully study.’
(Hear; hear.) But we are also aware that the present has ita roots in the past and thd
past is responsible for our lowly condition. - 'We, who cleim equality at the hands of
Englishmen, would deplore and resist any attempt to revive the days whea any caste or
class as such was privileged . before the law, when a Brahmin for instance, could claim,
jimmunity from ponishment | We claim equahty for sll, Brakmins and Pariahs alike,
It is this same feeling that prompts our criticism of any act on the part of our Rulers
which moy seem to Tecognize any inequality. It is by the removal of these inequalities
before law between European and Indian and by the flegreo ‘of aeli government oonoedad
to s that we measure our progreas townrds freedom. T

- Gentlemen, I have done. I am afraid I have weaned you w:th my lengthy remarks Tbeef&:l[ilt;ingu‘tls;re ]
(vo:oes—-no, 10}, but I hope I have aucceeded in placing before you clearly some points v spaired.

relating to our present political condition. * We have no nged to despair of our political
d
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future so long as we depend upon Great Britain, but Jet us at the same time be alive to our
duties ond responsibilities, India expects great things from us; the whole civilized world
is watching the changes commg over us. Shall we be content to leave India as it is, or
shall we go on and do all in our power to lift it to a higher level. Years of subjectiin,
nay, We may even say, servitude, have sapped the strength of the Indian nation, dwarfed
its growth, and stnpped it of all that was grand and noble in it, and if India is ever to
ocoupy a better position than she fills at the present moment and take her proper place
in the stale of nations, it must be entirely due to the zealous efforts of her educated and
enhghtened sons. Let ¢ Vil Desperandum’ be our motto; let not ° insidious smile or
angry frown’ deter us from followmg the strmght poth of duty; and with the welfare
and pmgr{ss of our land as our end and aim, let us endeavour under a solemn sense of
responsibility as well as loyalty to our country and to our Sovereign.to bring about that
glorious future which. must inevitably ecrown our efforts.”” (Loud and continued cheers.)

The speech was listened to w1th ra.pt. attention and almost every word
of it approved and applauded. :

The ﬁrst day ] proceedmgs terminated with the usua.l elect.lon ofa
Subjects Commlttee which set to work immediately to discuss andsettle the
subjects and recast the resolutions proposel by the Reception Committee. -

Tho Frst resolution moved on the 28th dealt with the Forward Policy.
It was moved by that veteran publicist and politician, Mr. D. E. Wacha, of
Bombay. His speech was as usual full of information and crammed with
facts and Bgures. We must refer our readers to the speech i in emtenso printed
in the body of the proceedings. . 'We can only give here a few. extracts. :In
the opening part of his speech Le states, with perhaps a shade of grim
satisfaction, “that all the prophecies of the Congress in reference to military

" expenditure, the - ﬁnangw.l burdens that it entails .on the country, and the

evil consequences arising therefrom, have been slowly and steadlly verified.

Beginning from the very beginning, he takes us from the minute of General
Jacob submitted to Lord Canning’s Government in 1856 and .that of Sir
Henry Rawlinson submitted to the India Council in 18635, to the first success-
ful attempt to inaugurate the Jingo policy made in 1876 by Lord Lytton
under the commapd of Mr. Disraeli, and shows how the disasters of the
Second Afghan war put, for a time, under the guidance of Mr. Gladstone
and Lord Ripon, a strong curb on that policy, and how, revived under Lord
Duﬂ'erm, it haa thriven under the regimes of Lords Lansdowne and Elgm

# ]t was in that year that Shere Ali, the Amir of Afghanistan, was struggling with
internal difficnlties in his own dominions. Hence it was oconsidered a most favourable
bpportunity by the Jingo party in power in England to seize it, make a move forward,
aud if possible o occupy Afghanistan. It was this party, at whose head was Mr. Disraeli,
who invited Lord Northbrook, the then Viceroy and Governor-General of Indis, to find a
protext for hostilities with the Amir. But his Lordship Was &” eagacious statesman Who
knew exaotly what the invitation meant. He kuew thoroughly well that once English
soldiers put their foot beyond Peshawar thers would be no halting. Step by step -there”
would be an advance. Post after post would have to be occupied and fortified. The
Government would be impelled to go forward and forward unéil none could say where it
might be made to halt eventunlly. Lord Northbrook could easily forecast what the futuré
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of that policy would be. Hence when he was invited by Mr. Disrueli to find a casus belli
- with the Anir he courageously declined to do so and resigned office. . .
After that disastrous event the eyes of the people of England were opened und tha
Liberal Mms.stry of Mr. Gladstone came to our rescue by contributing five millions sterling
towards that cost. Tt also put a strong curb on that policy. But that check only lasted
for o time. It was during the Viceroyalty of Lord Ripon that we had some breathing
time. ' (Hear, hear.} It was he who exiricated the country from the morass of finanocial
embarrassment into which it was plunged by Lord Lytton’s Government and once more
" put the whole of the Indian revenue and expenditure on a sound bosis: so much so that
- when he left India, after having laid down his high office, the financial condition of the
* country was indeed all that could be desired. (Cheers.) Mo reduced taxation to the extent
of three crores of rupees by remitting the duty on salt-tax, namely, making it Rs. 2 per
maund ; by abolishing all import dutics save on arms and liquors ; and by remitting other
taxes which were known to be oppressive in certain parts of the Empire. In spite of this
. remission of 3 crores, Lord Ripon and Major Baring (now Lord Cromer) left the
finances of India in such a healthy condition that the revenue .balauced expenditure..
« . &« Lord Dufferic came and the policy was again put into motion. At first
there was the Penjdeh scare which tost us 2 crores. But what followed that scare? The
army was increased by thirty thousand troops of whom teun thousand were Europeans and
twenty thoussnd natives That has cost thé country a permancnt additionsl -burden
of 2} millions sterling. . . . The army was increased in 1885. But
what was the first effect of that increase? We went to Burmah and forcibly seized
that province under a hollow pretext. - . . - . Upper Burmah became n sort
of white elephant to us. Although the military expenditure there has lately been
. reduced, that new Province has cost us 18 croves during the last twelve years. . .
. Suffice to say the expeditions have cost fully six crores, apart from the cost of the presant
. one which is likely to_ exceed five crores. I may say that altogether from 1885 upto date
- our frontier expeditions have cost us well-mgh eleven crores. Ladies and Gentlemen,
I ask you to consider what these eleven crores mean. fSuppose that these eIeven ¢rores
had been saved, to what goed purpose :mght the sum have no? been applied t W’hy, the
famine expenditure itself will not cost you eleven crores. We might have paid the enjire
. famine expenditure and spent the balance on worke of public wutility like irrigation,
‘education and so forth. Or, we might have saved the .sum which would have
-diminished the borrowing to which the Imperial Government has lately been
obliged to resort. If again you look ‘at tho military expenditure proper, you
will find that since 1886 the extra cost which it has entailed on this country
‘emounts ‘to thirty-three crores of rupees without exchange. "The additional burden
of military exchange, I may inform you, amounted in 10 years (from 1885 to 1894) to
14} crores. How usefully might these thirty-three erores have boen spent on objects of
public utility ! I1f not, we might have avoided all the enhanced and new taxation which
__hos been imposed on this account and which aggregates {wenty-two orores. .
‘We. have absolutely derived no advantage from these expeditions and frorn tha
increased army force. At the same time the country has gome backward and kLas
'Jnst been nble to exiricate itself from the throes of a famine which is admitted to
bo the severest of the century. All other pressing domestic improvements have
been bung up. Irrigation and other public works have been starved. - Bo is educa-
tion.. So are other reforms. We have bezn crying for the separation of judicial from
executive functions, which would not cost, according to Mr, Jacob’s evidence, hal? a orore,
although that measure, if adopted, would confer the greatest boon on the people, , .|
The expenditure is said to be incurred on securing British supremacy in the East.
» If that ba 80, those ‘who wish to maintain it for Impenal purpoaes, must pay the

éxpenses.”
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Tn closing his speech, Mr. Wacha gave an extract from a recent artlcle
of Sir Auckland Colvin which we reproduce here :—

# Paxation in India hns in the Ia.st three years renched h:gh water-murk. So for
a8 revenue has been kept abreast of expenditure, it has been only by reimposing taxation
‘which had been taken off or by the.addition of frosh fiscal burdems. I need not re-enter
on the ground travelled over hy me in previous years published in this Review in 1894 and
1895. The relief which may be hoped for from furthor improvement in exchange has
almost reached the furthest limits which under the exlstmg conditions of the currency can
be expecied, but insufficient as it is, is probably i’ excess of any relief which ocan be looked
for were the mints to be reopened under the most favourable conditions. The artifivial
condition of the ourrency i a source of apprehension and of uncertsinty to all alike, to the
Government, to men of business, to the native bankers, and especially to a11 classes cop-
nected with agriculture—in other words, nmine-tenths of *the population. - The. resources
of the country are drained tenporarily by famine, the population harassed by plague, the
relations of the Government and the people in more than one important direction are
notoriously strained.. There has never probably been s moment when India was loss -
prepared to meet fresh financial obligations, or to add to its difficulties by embnrkmg in
enterprises of which the consequences to its ﬁna.nnes are likely e prove crushing though_ '
for the moment their full effect may not be apparent. It has been too much the oustom in
respons;ble quarters and men of either great political party in this country to speak in
later years of tlie Gnances of Tndia as though the political climate of India chd, not “affect
' them . .. From 1838 to 1897, progress and advnnce-bayond the Indus have
plways broaght with them the” arvest of. progress to the east of it; and it is on this
account that leading natives of India, whether of the ald and orthodox or the  mew Univer-
sity 1 brand type g0 universally regard the present policy with disfavour, - This too was the
bedrock of Lord Lawremce’s position. His stratogic yiow may be apen to ont:cmm but
his view of the strategieal line to be adapted was g part only and not the most 1mportant'
part of his policy on this sabject. No schemo of strategieal. fronher oould be
sound .in Lord Lawrence's ®yes which was not conaxstent thh the progrese pf the
country, the developmen{ of itg resourgea and. the contentment and 10ynlty of ﬂm
people.” - :

Mr. G. Subramania Ajyer (Madras), the - able editor of the Hmdu

seconded Mr. Wacha’s proposition in an- eﬁ‘ectwe and neat lxttle Speech-
Let us see wlm.t he says : — e

« The forwa.rd Pohcy is not the Indmn Polioy The true Indmn polwy was the polioy
of Lord Lawrence, a policy of masterly inactivity, a policy of prepared tigilance on the
Frontier and abstinence from all interforences with the frontier tribes, a policy that was
determined by a due consideration of the financial soundness of the Government of
India, a policy iounded upon the great truth that every pohcy which §s not con.
ducive to the prospenty end contentment of the peopla of Indm Was unwise and

jmpolitie."* - : oo . f

This forward policy due tothe new Imperml ngoxsm has proved

suinous to the country. As Colonel Hanna says the fromtier expeditions-

have cost us nearly seventy millions, or if the conquest of Burmah is taken

" jnto consideration, one hundred crores of rupees. To this is to be added the

" cost which the continuation of this policy entails, the cost that is of keeping

a sufficient Yorce to occupy the regions conquered a,nd tha,t of carrymg on the
civil admxmstrihon of these countries,
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With reference to what is often said that these wars are undertaken out
of the philanthropic mission of ‘England to carry civilization a.monrrst barba-
rians, he said =— -

“ Well, ‘this may be s philanthropic mission indeed. Butif that missiun is to be
undertaken by England, #f the English people want to bave thot glory of crushing
barbarism nnder the wheel of civilization, let them pay for it. (Cheers.) They aro welcome
to do so, but fox_not_the_poor, half-starved annswamy of Madras. (Hear, hear and
cheers.) Ramaswamy of Madras ss—-nothing to do with the civilization of the Afridis
or thy civilization of the Pathans, nor the people of the Benga! Presidency nor the peasunt

‘of Berar. What bave we to do with the civilization of the barbarians if they are barba-

risns living beyond the natural frontiers of India? It ie encugh il we pay for our own

expenditure, There is a good deal to be done for the civilization of our own people and

their progress, ond why on earth should we be burdened with the cost of civilizing the
Afridis and the Pathons ! (A voice : “ Benevolence.”) Let those who want benevulence
pay for it. (Cheers.), What is the result of the forward polioy ? The result is, ladies and
gentlemen, what 20 or 25 years sgo was an Indian appendage, an Indian Empire, has
ceased to be an Indian Empire; it is an Asiatic Empire. Burmah and further border lands
beyond the Himalayas no more form a portion of India than Kamatschatke. The thrifty
and the half-starved peasants of India are virtuslly paying for the Asiatic Empire. Itis
high time that this Congress do ‘enter its emphatic protest against this froatier policy
which bns cost nof only millions of money but is sure to ‘cost much more in
future and -emtirely ‘absorb all the resources available for the good progress and
advoncement of the people. Therefore, efter all, what is the practionl result of

" this war that has been going on for several months? Are we sure that the
great army of sixiy thousand tloops——well disciplived, valorous and superior—are
we sure that this army has conquered these Pathens? Some say that Pathans have
eouqueled the British army. (Laughter,) Itis extremely doubtful and it Iooks s if thev
bave to go on with another campaign of six months and Heaven only knows what that will
codt. I am Bure and you are all sure that if this forward pollcy were to continue, India
. would be absolutely orushed and there is no hope for India unless and until this forward
policy is put an end to, knowing people say that it is not easy to induce the British tax-
payer to pay for the cost of this expedition. If he will not pay ond if the Indian
people cannot afford to pay, how is this fo goon? I have just read in a Bombay paper
that serious negotiations are being carried on fo eell away our Btate Railways, What?
Has it come to thot? Haos it come that the Government of India should sell away ics
State Roilways in order to find the money to pay for this expedition?! Nothing can be
more shamefu), more disastrous and more discreditable to the statesmanship and the good
governmant of this country'

* The second reso]utlon is in a manner s part and parcel of the first and
yei_; it stands apart by itself ; for in this resolution the prayer fer the
assistance from the British Treasury is based upon the peculiarly embarras-
sed circumstances of the country due to famine and plagne, Mr. Baikunt
Nath Sen (Murshidabad) who moved it is well known on the Congress
platform as. a well informed and effective speaker, and by his simple
ekposition and impressive delivery he carries his audience with him without
the help of any ornate rhetoric. Said he :—

“ The people of this country live from hand to mouth. Failures of two crops brmg

on famine. They (the people) are taxed very heavily. The Government of India with its
‘income in round numbers of fifty millions has to meet the home charges by making a remit-

Becond Reanlntion.
Financial Juatice
to India
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tance of almost half of it. One-third again goes to meet the military expenditure.
There ie left a balance of about one-sixth for the internal administration of the Fnp-,
pire. . . . The military operations beyond the north-western frontier are likely to cost.
a vory large amonnt of money. . No fore-cast or estimate can be accepted. . ., . The
Government is already in an embarrassed condition. The people are too poor to pay any
further taxes. In ordinary ciroumstances, in the normally existing embarrassed condition
of the finances, the Government would not find sufficient funds to meet this mlhtary
rxpenditure. But to. our misfortune the normal condition of the finances has been
disturbed by the appearance of calamities Iike Tamine and plague. The famine affected-
the agricultural and generally the land-owning interest altogether. The poor ryots could
not reap their orops and the landlords also eould not get their renfs. . . . Trade
end commerce have been affected by the plague. . ... While there is this . abnon-
mal condition mtrodueed by theee two eelammee, how is the Indmn Government to meet
this little bill t »

Revenue cannot be developed and curtallment of expendlture would
mean the starving of objects which go to improve the intellectual, moral and
material eondition of the country. Without determining whether the pélicy
is right or wrong, as the present war was partially at least for Imperial

purposes, a contribution from the British Treasury seems Juet and Decessary
and is siipported by precedents.

- Mr, Jaisiram (La.hore), the well-known Pun_]aub p‘leader, who seconded

- the proposition, gave. a quotation from Sir David. Barbour's evidence before

Third Resolution,
Royal Commission
on Indian
Expenditure,

the Indian Expenditure Commission whlch summanses the exxstmg
financial situation, It runs thus :— : -

4 The facts which I have brought to your notlee may be bneﬁy reeep1tnlated—-en eastorn
conntry governed in acoordance with expensive western ideas ; an immense and poor popu-
Iation ; a narrow margin of possible additional revenue ; a constant tendenay for.expendityre
to out-grow revenue; a system of Government in India favourable to increase of and
nnfevonmble to reduction of expenditure. No- finanoial control by mtelhgent and well
informed public opinion either in Indis or in England; an insufficient check on
expenditure in India; a remote and xmpe:feet control exercised from England a
revenue specially liabla fo ﬂuctuntlons yeer to year and growmg foreign payments,”

" To these two propositions a supplementary one was added authorlsmg '
the President to submit a petition to Parhament embodyipg the prayer

-contained in resolutions T and IT.

L =

In moving and seconding this supplementary . resolutlon Mr, S M Deo
(Berar) and Pandit Shyam Narayan (Oudh) explained in Marathi and

Hindustani respectively, what the speakers on the first two proposmons had
said.

The third resolution, while expressing the grateful acknowledgments of
the ‘Congress to the Royal Commission on Indian Expenditure for the
opportunity afforded by them to representative Indian witnesses to state fully
the case on behalf of India, submltted the views of t.he Congress about
dealing with the matters referred to the Commission,

As regards the machmery to control expenditure actlon was proposed.
on three lines : (1) By making the non-official members of the Viceroy's.
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Council more directly representative of the people and giving them the right
to move amendments and divide the Council upon the provisions of the
Budget ; (2) by having a sufficient number of representative Indians of
position and experience on the Couucil of the Secretary of State, nominated
thereto on the recommendation of the elected members of the Viceroy's
and Local Legislative Councils ; and (3) by the appointment, each year, of a
select Committee of the House of Commons to enquire into and report upon
the financial condition of India. Asregards the progress of Expenditure,
it is prayed that the Military and other unproductive expenditure be reduced,
that larger amounts be spent in promoting the welfare and the progress of

' the people, and that a large saving and a more efficient administration may

be obtained by the substitution, as far as practicable, of Indian for European
agency in the higher grades of the Public Service. Asregards apportion-
ment.of charges, it is prayed that the Imperial Treasury may bear a fair
proportion of all expenditure in which the common interests of India and the
rest of the Empire -are involved, and especially that the expenses of the
present war beyond the frontier may be largely borne by the Imperial
Exchequer. ' " o :

This proposition puts in a nutshell the main demand of the Congress
and states clearly and concisely the administrative reforms deemed essential
to the welfare and progress of the’country. To men not biassed by personal
or class considerations or misled by ignorance or misrepresentations, this
enunciation of the Congress creed will not strike as in any way revolutionary
in character or dangerous in its. effects on the British connection. Indeed
to .those who know anything of politics it will strike that these demands
have the support of responsible statesmen and experienced and far-sighted
administrators, -

. . This resolution was moved by Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya (Allaha-
bad), a favourite speaker on the Congress platform. He pointed out that
the machinery to control Indian expenditure was at the best very defective
and worked very feebly so far as the interests of India were concerned. The
Executive Council, who spent the taxes, did not pay any taxes themselves
or but paid very little, and there was not therefore the same anxious con-
»sideration shown as to how and when the money should be found, as it would
undoubtedly have been, if the money had largely to come ont of their own
pockets. The House of Commons exercises or can exercise very little actual
control. Unnecessary and unjust burdens have been thrown on India and
ﬁnpi'oductive expenditure enormously increased. The excbange compen-
sation allowaoce, the Afghan and Burmah wars and the frontier expeditions
show this clearly. The facility of borrowing and the absence of any effective
check have enormously increased the mpational debt. A discussion in the
Legislative Councils followed by a division would be in some measure a
check on extravagance or reckless borrowing. In order that the non-official
view may be put properly .before Government, the non-official members must
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be more directly representative -of the -people. - The Secretary -of State’s
Council must either be ended or mended. - So long as it is kept in existence,
the Indian element ought - to.. be represented in it. . An annual examination
of the financial condition of India by.& select: Commlttea of the House of
Commons will be of great valie as the mermbers of that House who -do not;
as a rule, enter into the maze of Indian finance: will naturally - attach great
weight to the report of a Committee of their own- House.. In dealing with
the reduction of military and civil expenditure the speaker pointed out- that
a larger saving and more efficient administration might be obtained by the
substitution of Indian . for European agency -in..the higher grades of the
Public service. - “ The Government,” he said, ““are fully satisfied that  the
native army is:loyal. Governinent have had a splendid proof of the loyalty
of the brave Sikhs and of other soldiers that: have been -fighting on the
frontier. The Government and the whole English-speaking world, the
civilized world which has read accounts of the valorous deeds of the twenty-
geven Sikhs who died.at Sheergaon (cheers), have generously .and justly
given 'the due measure of praise: to the valorous Sikhs and other soldiers
who have fought and died there for the glory of the British Crown. Now,
gentlemen, we are happy to know that there is a universal feeling amongst
Anglo-Indizns and Indians also that the memory of these deeds should be
properly perpetuated. I do not think that there can'be any better course
adopted to do that than to recognize that henceforward these. restrictions
which. prevent Indians of merit in the army from rising to the topmost
ladder of the service shall be no more; let it be remembered that these
twenty-soven Sikhs who'died at Sheergson have with their blood, sealed the
doom of that policy which prevents Indians, who have served their sovereign
and their country right loyally and valorously from rising, as European
members of the service do rise, to the higher grades of the military service,
(Lheels) I am sure tha.t any other recogmtlon or reward of that merlt,
pardon me for saymg 50, becnmes trifling so long_as this has not been
done, -. .- In_ the Civil" Service of the ‘country you
find that a great bulk of the work, the most important ‘work, is carried
on by Indian Agency. Government trust us with all that. It is only
at the head of the district, it is only at the head of an executive body, that
they insist upon having a European member in most instances. . We say
“is not the century of English rule during which y'ou have entrusted us with "
your secrets, during which we have helped you to carry on the administra-
tion of the country to our good and to your glory, enough to satisfy - you of
the fidelity and trustworthiness of the natives who_have received education
and whom you have appointed to thase services ¥** If this is mot so, then I
gay it is a very sad commentary upon the English rule in India. I claim it
has been 50, it is proved beyond a shadow of doubt that Indians, to whatever
posts they have been appomted whether as High Court “Judges or as
Commissioners of Divisions or as Collectors of Districts or holding.any other
responsible situations, have been true to their salt and sovereign, they have
acted as gentlemen of education and position as any European gentleman of
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education and ‘position -would have acted under such circumstances. Whero
then is the justification, whére.then is the excuse for keeping up this state
of things? Why not permit Indians more freely to join the service and
to rise to the top, if they show the necessary merit and qualification for it ?
The result would be largely to the good of Iudia and greatly to your glory.
There would be a great saving effected in the administration of the country.
So well informed a writer as Sir William Hunter has said that the interests
of the administration demand now a larger substitution of the Indian element
for the European. ~The money is not forthcoming, you have exhausted the
resources- of the country and if you go on paying for the services of
Euvropean members of the service at the high rate you do and if you go on-
multiplying their number and thereby multiply the liability for exchange
tompensation, you will find that you will become bankrupt one
day if you are not already far from it. Therefore peuvple have
suggested wisely that you should substitute a larger Indian element in the
‘administration of the Empire. - . . . ." But is it at all becom-
ing  the" high civilization of Great Britain, is it at all befitting, is it at all
compatible with, the enlightened Government which has obtained for cen-
turies in Great Britain that the British Government should bave to be told to
take a leaf out of the pages of the great Mogul Emperor, to find a parallel
for these things? Is it necessary for us to tell them that under the rule
of Akbar a T'odar Mall was appointed Finance Minister and a Birbal was
appointed Governor? If these things happened in the days of Akbar, why
should not they bappen’in the time of a far greater sovereign than Akbar—
_the great. Queen-Empress of Indiat” .

At the close of lns speech he appealed to the rulers to repose greater
trust in the people. . - . ‘ ‘¢

& Trust w:ll beget truet which will add to the affection of the people and will add
generally to the happiness and prosperity of the inhabitants of the Empire ; and the glory
. to England will be great. -England has begun with trusting the people; it began to
trast us when it began to educate us, and now having trusted us for such a long tiw'e,
 huving placed nearly three-fourths of the civil administration in our hauds, having appoint-
ed us 80 largely to the army ; acting on "that trast which has never yet been betrayed and
" which never shall be betrayed, doesit become England now to ponder and say that it is
. not proper to employ Indiane in the higher ranks of the service? Do sway with trust.
Actupon the principles laid down by the Queen, and you will find that these principles
will lead to great proeperity of the people, the curtailment of expenditure and to the
-enlistment of Indians in the higher grades, and the atream of mutusl good-will among
the people and among the rulera and the ruled will flow more to the greater happiness
of both and will lead $o all those feelings of distrust, sometimes of desperation, being done
awny with, which just now hamper the hands of Government and so much hamper the
educated Ind:ana ». (Loud and mntmued applause.) .

Babu leendra Nath Dutt (Bengal), who seconded the proposition,
referred.to what Sir Anckland Colvin had stated in his evidence before the
Royal Commisgion thaf the Goyernment of Judia did not pay sufficient atters

‘ g .
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tion to the financial results of the measures they adopted. M. Parthasarathi’
Naidu (Madras) supported the resolution in Eoglish .and Mr. Keshaorao :
Joshi (Nagpur) dealf. w1th the subJect in the Marathx language

The fourth resolntlon was the ommbus resolutxon whlch re-affirmed a
number-of resolutions passed at previous Congresses. -After it was explain-

. ed in Marathi by Mr. V. H. Karandikar (Berar), it was put from ‘the chair

" without any discussion, as were also the resolutions dealing with the Simul-
taneous Examinations and the gagging of the press in territories belonging
to Native States administered by the Governor-General. -

The seventh resolution dealing ‘with that. ‘most ‘important agrarian
question—the permanent settlement of the Land™ Revenue demand—was
moved by Mr. John Adam (Madras), a true and staunch friend of India, and
one who has studied most carefully some of the bnrning Indian problems of
the day The reason for making a speech in supporl; of this resolution was
“year after year the Government in various parts of the country are
making their settlement operations ‘more harsh and wmore severe,
they are mneglecting more and - more the prineiples ‘which have been
laid down for their guidance by their great predecessors, and they are causing
the revenue demand to press more and more harshly upon the great bulk
of the population,” This procedure “is ‘very largely respomsible, if not
wholly responsible, for the continual poverty and the ever recurring fits of
extreme misery which unfortunately afflict this country and especially the
agricultural portion ofit. . . . MenlikeLord Cornwallis and Sir Fohn
Shore, Sir Thomas Munro and Elphinstone . . . . anda bost of others bave
over and over again in the most emphatic way repeated the expression of their- '
0pm10n as to the want of a permanent settlement being the cause of the groat
evils which aflicted the masses of the population, and they have over and
over again declared that the only safe, the only sound, wise and statesmanlike

‘policy for this country is to introduce throughout the whole of it principles

of permanence of demand and fixity of tenure for the 'agricultural popula-
tlon.” As Lord Cornwallis said the attention of Government ought to be,
directed to render the assessment upon.the lands as httle burdensome as
possible, This is to be accomplished only by fixing it.

“ A torrible famine desolated the North-Western Provinces of India in 1860. Buch
relief a8 it was possible to organize was organized ; nnd when the calamity was over
the new Viceroy tried to seek out the true preventive for' such calamities. To an earnest
and sympathetic edministrator like Canning the true remedy revealed itself at once. He
yemarked that ot each recurring and settlement the Government could increase its demand
¥rom the produce of the Iand. He marked that the extension of oultivation and improve-
ment in the prices of crops could not, under such a system, benefit the Indian fenant 08
it would benefit the British farmer. o comprehended that under this system the people
O}Iudm could save nothing, and could have nothing to fall back upon in years of bad
harvest~And he had the courage to recommend ‘that the Permanent Settlement, which

l;ac(il proved o beneficial to the peOple of Bengal, should be extendod to other parts of
n m.J’
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¢ Viscount Halifax, writing as Secretary of State in July 1362, says :—

¢ After the most careful review of all these cansiderations Her Mujesty’s Governs
ment are of opinion that the advantages which may be reasonably expacted to accrue, not
only to those immediately concerned with the land but to the communily geuerally, are
sufficiently great to justify them in inourring the risk of some prospective loss of land
revenue in order to attain them, and that a settloment in perpetuity in the districte in
which the conditions required are or may be hereafter fulfilled is a measure dictated by
sound poliey aud calculated to accelerate the develop:moat of the resources of India, and to
insure, in the highest degree, the welfare and contentment of all classes of Her Majesty’s

subjects in the country.’

Unfortunately a considerable change has since 1862 come over the
policy of the Government of India and the Home Government, with
reference to fixing permanently the revenue settlement of the country, and
we are now told that it has been demonstrated that not thirty years or
twenty years but twelve to twenty years is about the best and most satis-
‘factory period of settlement. Up to 1895 there was a standing order of the
~Government of Madras to the following effect :—

" &1t is to be explained, however, to the ryots thaf there will be uno re-classification of
the soils or calculations of fresh grain values, that the rates of assessment will bs revised
entirely with reference to prices,—and that no attempt will be made to nesess any ad-
ditional value which may have bsen given &0 land by improvements effocted by ryots,
even if carried out by means of capital borrowed from Government."”

Indeed in 1889 the Government of Madras, in answer to & representation
impressing upon Govemment the value of permanent settlement, wrote as

follows :—

¢ The recommendation that legislation should be undertaken for the purpose of
defining anthoritatively the status of the ryot need not be noticed ut length, for it is made
under a misapprehension of the real fact. Nor has the Government any intention of re-
vising the classification of soils. This principle ka3 besn repeatedly luid down and is very
cleorly stated in the settlement Manual. The statement to the contrary in the Manual of
Administration is incorrect and the re-classification of the Chidambaram Taluk is not a
_ violation of the assurances of Governient, as this taluk has never “been sottled on the
systern now followed Yhroughout the rest of the Presidency.”

But in 1895 a sudden discovery was made and it was stated that in a
‘despatch of 1883 the Secretary of State had aunounced that any idea of a
permanent settlement throughout the whole of India must be formally
abandoned. And now the following standing order is substituted in place

of the one quoted above :—

« At each settloment and resettloment of a District, Government will fix at its
discretion the period for which such settlement or re-settloment shall be in force. The Col-
lector shall then notify the period in the District Gazette, and explain to the ryots that the

_new rates will mot be liable to alteration during the currency of the settlement period ; but
on the expiry of the said period Government reserves hvtse]f the right to revise the assess-

thent m such manner as may then seem just and proper, either with reforence solely to
/
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a rise or fall in pnces, or with reference also to other. considerations such a8 wouId require
8 re-classification of soils or a rocalculation of ‘the grain out-turns.” *

The speaker pomted out that the only rule with reference to the land
revenue demand :* seems te be to fix it at the maximum amount which can-
‘safely be extracted from the people ; that is which will just' not compel” the
people to abandon the land and so prevent anything at all being collected.”
~Various arguments are advanced, but they can hardly bear  examination.
The only reason 'seems to be that ‘Government ‘want monej' and they know
it is the easiest way to obtain it.® They squeeze the agricultural populatior
and owing to peculiar circumstances, peculiar habits- and long established
customs of the population, it is posmble.{o thus obtam an- enhanced revenue
without actually driving the people oﬁ? the land " A quotatlon from 3
Madras Revenue Officer is very much to Fhe point i~

¢ Capital is freely sunk at home on a limited loase with an uncondztmnal surrender

at the end. A Scotch farmer, for example, will/ not hesitate to embark his whole fortune
" ,on 30 years. For, at the end of his lease, if he and his landlord oan’t ngree as to terms

# Note,—It ia difficnlt to nnderstand the poa:t.w_i: taken up hy the Madras Government since 1895,
The resolutions of the Government of India of 1882 and the despatch of the Secrotary of State of 1883
-explicifly state, it is trae, that the idea of & permanent settlement pure sud -simple must be -formally
abandoned. Bnt the resolution of the Government of Indm, the principles of whioh were gecepted by the
- Secretary of State unreservedly sdmits that # the exjsting system of complete periodica] settlements lnvolvé
serious evils the most prominent of which are, tlie uneasiness arising from uncertninty, the risk of undué:
‘echancements, the annoyance to the people and cost to the State, of field operations, and- detailed enquiriea
into the returna of landed property and the check to expenditure gn- improvementa. .Thesa evils, it was
thought, might in the main be avoided, without incurring the disadvantages of nssesgmenta absolutely fAixed
in perpetnity, It haa therefore been decided that, in-the Erat place, the rule already existing, but which,
on the half-ngssts principle, has not always been obaerved ,shall be “effectually - enforced, that assessments
shall not be ephianced on xceount of improvements made by the owner or cultivator. Suobject to this rule,
and where experience bas ghown existivg gettlements to be reasonably adequate and equitable, there will
bo no geperal revision of the fidld work, and assessments will bp raised on three grounds only :—Erteusion
ol‘ cultivation, increate of produce due to-improvements mnde by the Btate, and rise of prices, enhancements
®on the latter ground being strictly limited. These principles, which bave been in general accepted hy the
local Governmenta-and approved by the Secretary of State, wxll for the futme guvem the revision of
periodical pettlements throughout Indis.’ CoL e
In other words, the Government in 1882-63 whﬂe abandomng the permansnt: settlement pure and
simple granted by the despatch of 1862, guaranteed in ite place a modified permangnt settlement which, s0

far as the Byotwary Dmtmta g0, meant that thera would be r;o.“ re-claulﬁcquon of' qolll or | mcalculér
Lion of the grain outsturng” . - - .

See also the discussiop on the Bx}l No. 3 of 188!5 0. amend ihe Bombay Land Revcnue Ootlﬂ-
(Bomhay Government Gszette, Angust 9, 1886, part V, pege 78.) .

In the discussion whicki ensned at the second readlng of tha]illl the Hon’bln Mr, l’elle; now SII Jame-
Pede, avd fnember of the India C‘ouucll, said (— - .

“ The obhgat:on binding on ting Govemment m these ma.‘.lers, nnd espeqxally in. regﬂrd to avuullng
re-classification wherever it can be avo:ded is guaranteed by & Tigher maidate than any “provisions which
-could be inserted in & local Act. - It in guaranteed by the hroad principlea for the security -and encournge-
ment of agricultare laid down by supreme authority for the whole Indign Emplre. + e _The
ohjeete held in view by the Government of India in 1883 were j— ' ’

(1Y That a peried should be fized in the Hacal history of every dintnct after which them l\:ould b
\no further attempts to obtain fresh valuations of the eoil ;. .

(2) That the future assesaments of land revenue should be arranged nnder such rnla: lpd in auch
2 wanner a8 will epable the proprietors of land to forecast with tolerable precision and  without -official aid
the euk ment of fevenue to which they will ia future he subject ;

3) t the ssttlement ahould be such a8 to secure to landholden the proﬁta of all :mprovemcn.t
" which they maymake on their eatates.,"—EpiTon.

F
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for the future, he realizes his stock, &o., and moves with ease to where he ean got land
on terms that suit him better, But in India, it is not one, nor a thousand, but perhaps a,
hunidred thousand ryots, that must take up this 30 years lease at the same time; and it
is 100,000 ryots that must be prepared, when the lease is up, to realise also, at ove and

. the same time, and move if necessary. But how is the agrioultural stock of a district of
ten or fifteen thousand square miles to be realized ¥ And where are 100,000 ryots to go t
The position of Scotch and Indian lease-holders at the end of the lense is very differenmt ;
and this affeots the whole question.”

The Hon’ble Mr. D. S. Garud (Bo:nba.y) in seconding the proposition
~ pointed out that enhancements were of the very essence of the existence of
the Survey and Settlement Departments and that the peasantry which was
the salt of the country was going down every year : the only way to save
them was to give a greater fixity and permanence to the revenue demand. A
statesman, he concluded, who would give a permanent settlement to all India
- would be the greatest bendfactor not only of India but of the British Empire.

© " M. S, V. Bhaoawat (Berar), Mr. D. N. Khare (Central Provinces) and

Mr. Pandurang Bapuji (Berar) addressed the meeting in Marathi, the
subject being one in which at least half the audience as owners of land felt.
the very greatest interest,

The next resolution, which dealt with wh’tt an epwram-]ovmg V:ceroy

icalled ““a counsel of perfection,” the separation of Judicial from Executive
functions, was moved by Mer. J. Chowdhari (Bengal). He referred to Mr.

- Mano Mohan Ghose’s labours on the subject and his doemonstration of the. .

urgency and practicability of this reform. . He was seconded by Mr. C. H,

Setalwad (Bombay) who referred to the.two schemes formulated by the

Hon’ble Mr. Mehta for Bombay and Mr, R. C, Dutt for Bengal showing
how the reform could be carried out withsut any additional expenditure.

7 «However the authorities have chosen to shelve the matter. And ta
‘my mind the real truth lies in the fact that the executive authorities see ixr

~ this reform the curtailment of their uncontralled power and therefore they
do not wish to carry out this reform.

The ninth resolution referred to the newly appointed Famine Commission
and gave expressmn to the conviction that famines are due to the great poverty
of the people, brought on by the drain of the wealth of the country which has
‘been going on for years together, and by the excessive taxation and over-assess-
ment consequent on & policy of extravagance followed by the Government both
in the Civil and Military departments, which have so far impoverished the
people that at the first touch of scarcity they are rendered helpless and must

- perish guless fed by the State or helped by private charity ; and that the trué
~ remedy against the recurrence of famines lies in the adoption of a policy which
“would enforce economy, husband the resources of the State, foster the develop-
ment of indigenous and local arts and m_dustnes, which have practically been
extinguished,_ and help forward the introduction of modgrn arts gnd industries,

This proposition was puf from the chair as it had been thoroughly
discussed on previous occasions and the views of the whole reform party

bearing on it had been so aptly put by the President in bis address.
B ST i ' ‘

The Hon'tle Mr.
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Comunission.
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belp Of?thogel;l;'l?;ll: When the Congress met on the third day, the first question that!

ublic and the Co- _engaged its attention was one on whicl, it is pleasant to- note;~the Congress
onies during the * " :

Famine. and its opponents would entertain no difference of opinion.  This proposition

' * was divided into two parts, in the first of which gratitude was expressed

to the British public and the peoples of the Colonies “and other foreign

countries for the generous aid afforded by them to the starv,mg millions of

this country during the last famine and appreciation of the services rendered

by many men' and ' women—English -and Indian—ahd the pecuniary help

‘given by them.  In the second part instruction was given to the various

. Congress Committees to raise a sum of a thousand pduhds to be sent to the

"~ Lord Mayor of London for putting up a memorial expressing the gratitude

of the people of India for the help rendered .t6 them. Every one was

agreed as to the first part, but some few were of opinion "that on ' account

of the calamities—famine and plague—through which the country had passed

and the danger still looming of a greater spread of the plagud, it would per-

haps be found difficult to raise the requisite amount, and that therefore the

wiser course would be, first, to raise money without passing a resolutlon as

to any fixed amount. With the exception of these few persons, the prop051-

tion was accepted by the general body of delegates and pa,ssed

_Executive Coun- The eleventh proposn;lon was moved by the Houourable’ Mr N. Subb';
e N Tadres sod’ pow (Madras), who observed that though at first sight the resolution’
‘appeared as of a provincial character, still when closely examined it would
appear that it was connected closely with the intention. of the Proclamation

of 1858., - Owing to the efforts of the Conaress leaders, and ‘especially to
those of Mr, Bradlauﬂ'h the Con"ress demand abouf .the. ,reform of zhe
Legislative Councils has been partially - ‘granted by Government. ~ This
concession, even though not sufficiently liberal, has materially improved.
smatters. ‘L'he additional members appointed to the Councils under the new
Act have proved useful adjuncts of those Councils. But they:can only
criticise. Government is not bound to do - anyt.hmﬂ' beyond listening to
those criticisms. The effect of the concession of extended Councils was, so to
gay, to give.to Indians admittance to the outer walls of the temple of the
Government, By the resolution now proposed admission was sought inside
the temple. The knocking at the outer door of the temple, though
carried on fur the last few years, has not chinged the spirii of .thé
 administration. The spirit of isolation which was the characteristic
feature of the British administration has continued. The aim and object

of the Congress is to fuse as it were both the rulers and the ruled and

to make them imbued with one ideumtical spirit in India. The present
administration, although valuable in itself, is in many respeets ignorant

of the real wants of the people. The reason is that it does not associate

. itself with those who have a real insight into the feelings and aspirations
\D the people. The hononrable. gentleman referred to the hasty action of
the bay Government in deporting the . Natus and imposing the Punitive
Police o Poona, &c., and attributed this conduct to ignorance reigning in th-
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‘Council ot' Bombay ; and by way of remedying this evil, and w1th a view

to avoid similar occurrences in future, it was that the Congress suggested
that the Executive Governments of the Presidencies should associate with
themselves an Indian who would understand the real feelings and grievances
of the people. He asked if natives were found competent enough to be
raised to the highest judicial tribunals of the land and to administer justice
side by side with Englishmen,. why skould they be unfit for Executive
Councils ? Why should British Government dvive the best talent of the
land to seek Dewanships in Native State 2 He ended by observing that the
Congress did not find fault with the present administrators or their good
intentions or their capaeity ; what the Congress complained about was that
the administrators were wanting in that kanowledge of and sympathy with
the aspirations of the people of the country which was mecessary for the
progressive conditions of India. Mo said if real Iudian statesmanship was
associated with English statesmanship in the Government of different

provinces, India would be sparad in future the recurrence of the deplorable
spectacle which Bombay showed.

Mer. N. C. Kelkar (Bonﬁbay)_ in seconding the proposition said that he
entirely approved of the wise policy of Government of appointing to the

Governorships of Bombay and Madras statesmen from Eangland to the '

exclusion of the services in India, but complained that good statesmen were
very rarely appointed and that India had even the bitter experience of
accepting ““ sportsmansbip " for statesmanship. These provincial Governor-
ships were not held in high honour in England, andgood statesmen could not
be tempted to accept them. He said the administration of a province was a
position of great trust, and to competently fill it gentlemen of judicial tem-

perament were necessary. A Governorwas in the position of a hehmsinan, and.

the whole administration receives the colouring of the principles and ideas
which actuate and guide him. He complained that latterly there was a
tendeney to exclude the judicial element from the Conncils, and urged that it
was necessary that Executive Councils should receive expansion. He
reiterated the guestion of the previous speaker that if natives could be good
~ judges and able legislators, why should they not make successful members
of the Executive Council.

The next proposition was moved by the Hon’ble Babu Surendra Nath
Ba.nerjea. (Calcutta) with his nsual heart-stirring eloquence. It referred to a
matter which had deeply moved the public mind and had raised serious
apprebensions about the liberty of person enjoyed under the DBritish

- administration—the sudden incarceration and detention for months without
- trial of the Natu brothers. It was to the following effect :—

. That this Congress respectfully dcprecates the exercise by the Government of the
" extraordinary powers vested in them by Benga! Regulation III of 1818, Madras Regula-

tion II of 1819, and Bombay Regulation XXV of 1827 at a time of peace and quiet, and

submits that such powers should be exercised only under such limitations as will ensure their
being put in force with the utmost circumspection and care and under a sense of the high-
est responsibility by the Government,

The Natn Brox
thers und the old,
Regulations.
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“ (a ) This Congress therefore urges that none of these Regulatmns should be put
into force except aiter notification by the Local Government concerned that the circum-
stancee contemplated by the preamble of the Regulations exist in its P;ovmee— or in some
definite nrea within the Province, and thatit intends, if neccssary, to exercize the powers’
vested in it ; and further that in no case should such poweis extend to_keeping a- person

arrested under them in custody for a period longer than three: months mthout. hia bemg-
brought to trial befora a Court of Justice. e e Lo

~ 45y That tlna Congress, while feeling thnt the Govemment of Bombaymnst have
scted under a sense of responsibility in avresting thé Sardars Natu under Bombay Regula-
tion XXV of 1827, i yet of opinion, that five months having now elapsed from such arrest;
it is the duty of the Government, in the interests of justice, and also to sllay the. disquiet -
and uneasiness which has been created in the minds of the peopla at: large by the arrest,
to bring them—the Sardars Nata—to trie} without deiay, or, if the Government have no

sufficient evxdence agamst them to plnca before a Gonrt of J ustice, to release them..” ) -

The summary we glve here of ‘the Hon'ble Babu Surendranath s speech

does not, we are conscious, do full justice ta the masterly array of factse the

. vigorous logic, the searching criticism of that pOWerful“ 'ora.tio!ii 5 Every one
in that vast audience was thrilled and electrified by 1t. : ; ' B

F]

After referring to the misfortunes wnder which Indm. was then suﬁ‘ermg
and mentioning that the Congress had an arduous and responsxble task
before it, the honourable gentleman proceeded to say that the repressive and
retrograde policy Government had ingugurated was the greatest mlsi‘ortunq
of India, and that she had to face a very grave crisis. There was a tendency
on the part of the present rulers to depart from the traditional liberal pohcy
of Anglo-Indian administration. After reoountmo- the several boors the
British Government had conferred on India, such "as a Free Press, Local
Self.government, and the enlarged Legislative Councnls, the speaker asked
whether the rulers were prepared to stifie the very ambltlons they them--
splves had awakened and put back the ‘clock of progress. He wondered
that the Poona murders, which everyone deplored, should kave so unsettled
the mental equilibrium’ of Government. The Congress ‘denounced’ vloleut
methods, and believed that order was ‘the first coudltlon of polltlcal progress.
The speaker said, that the quartering of the Punitive Police on Poona was a

mistake ; and the trial of Mr. Tilak & greater mistake ; and the incarceration
" of the Natus a still greater one. Persanal liberty was the inalienable
birth-right of British subjects and the indefeasible adjunet of British
citizenship, and every British subject was interested in maintaining this
Jight free from encroachment of autacrati¢ power ; and the VOi-.,é of protest
raised by the Congress was sure to evoke a response in avery civilized
quarter of the world. The Indians were British subjects and were entitled
to the privileges of British subjects, and the Congress will strive its best to
secure those privileges, by constitutional means. If Givis Romanus sum was
the boast of the ancient world, Civis Britenicus swn was the distinction of the
~Greater Britain to which India belonged. The Regulation IIT of 1818 was
ob.]aquonu.ble aon grounds of expediency and justice. After referrmg to the
answers o{ Lqrcl George Hamilton in the House of Commons ;n t.he matter

-
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of the Natus, the speaker showed how untenable the  conspiracy theory ”
was, and said that if Chaphekar’s confession was true, it absolved all except
himself and his brother from blame. There was nothing to connect the
Natus with the murders, and the speaker complained about the reticence
of Government when requested to explain the reasons of their detention.
- Lord Sandhurst’s reply that they were detained for reasons of State was
altogether unsatisfactory. The people were entitled to kunow those reasons.
- Government had its obligations and duty towards the people. * Security
of‘hfe and property were the great foundations on which rested the vast,
the stupendous, the colossal fabric of British rule in India, and these would
be seriously endangered if one could be arrested and kept in custody for
months together without trial. The. Regulations were passed in 1818,
1819 and 1827, when the times were ‘disturbed and Government had some
justification in enacting them. The times had, however, altered and the

country was quite peaceful, and the ordinary Criminal Law of the land was -

sufficient to keep order. The speaker said he could uuderstand what
religious fanaticism was, but he bad never heard of political fanaticism.
Ireland was in a chronic state of disaffection, and yet it could do without
such' regulations, and why not India ? England herself had supplanted
despotic methods in India by forms of constitutional Government and
by the ordinances of Divine Providence, British Government was bound
t0 * press f'orW'ard‘the career of beneficence and progress which she
initiated. - The: speaker drew & -countrast between the. noble acts of
Government fri 1837, 1877 and 1887, when the boons of the Proclamation,
larger admission into public service aud enlarged Councils were extended
to India on- the one hand, and the reprossive policy of Government
in 1897 on'the other, The speaker assured the audience that it was,
however, a passing phase and that there Was 10 reason to despair ;—

“ Despotism has been banished from Europe Baniched by whom t By England,

the august mother of free nations. (Cheers.) And it is her high mission in Asia to

supplant despotic methods by the forms of constitusional Government. Our rulers cannot ~

. remain stationary. Lord Lansdowne said on a great occasion that men and things,
cannot sfaud ‘sfill in this Emplre of the Queen. Nor can they‘ge back. By this
irresistible mandate of nature, by the ordinances of Divine Providenoe, they are bound to
press forward in that career of beneficence and progress which has added to the stability
of British rule in India and which has won for it the lasting gratitude of the teeming
millions of my countrymen. To us it is a matter of inexpressible regret that in this year
of the Jubileo, while the rest of the Empire are rejnicing in the mcoession of enlarged
freedom, of extended trade, and of universal happiness, we the people of Indis should have
to deplore the retrograde policy of the Government of India ; and the bitterness of this dis-
appointment is intensified by the refloction that in the past, in all celebrations connected
with the august personality of our gracious Sovereign (cheers), a substantial boon was con.
ferred, or ot gny rate the promise of a substantial boon was made. In 1857 when Her Majesty
undertook the Government of this country, she consecrated her conmnection by the issue of
that Proclamation which is cur Magna Charta (cheers), our watch-word, our battle-cry,

. the gospel of our political deliverance. In 1877, when Her Gracious Majesty assumed the
Imparial title, the solemn promise was made for the wider employment of the people of
India in the public service of ‘their conniry. In 1887, when the Jubilee was celobrated,
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Lord Duﬂ'erm fo:eahndowed the expansion of the cou.ncals ot - representatxve basls, and
what have we got in the year 1897, in comnection with the “crowning - eelebration~of the
most glorious reign that the world has-ever seen 1. A profusion of " titles- and_decorations:
conferred upon persong, somse of whom are men like Sir Manchurjee Bhowuagree (cries
of “ Shame ), folluwed by a policy of repression and retrogressmn - But I do pot despair.
There are elements of hope that cheer and stimulate us in the depth of our despondency.
The attention of the British public has been prommently called to Todian questlons. "We
have only met with a temporary check. It may be in the ‘words of Mr. Gladstone (cheers),
whose birthday is to-day, that the banper which we hold aloft may droop in our sinking
hands, but there can be no doubt that others will rise, 'who born in heppier times and
under more fortunate ¢onditions and aided by the irfesistible forces’ which silently develop
themselves in the bosom of society, will carry that flag, if not, to an easy, at any rate, to an
assured victory. The noblest heritage that we can leave to oor children is the heritage
of enlarged rights, safeguarded by the loyal devotion and fervent enthusissm of an eman-
cipated people. If we are not able to do that, let us see to it that the rights and privi
leges which have come down to us from the past, and whlch we hope to tranemit to those
who come after us, may .remain .unimpaired and untarnished. ‘Tt is inspired by such
feelings and animated by such convictions that we desire %o record this emphatic protest
against these arbitrary proceedings of the Government‘, and I am sure, having regard to the :
justice of our cause and the righteousness of our demand, the great God ‘of nations who
silently and alowly but with irresistible might leads kingdoms and communities onwards
to their destined ends will vouchsafe to our prayee ‘his choicest blessmgs in pIentzful

abundance. (Loud and continued applnuae )’

Mr. R. K. R. Cama (Bombay} in secondmg the propos:tlon referred to .
the Preamble to the Regulation of 1827, and pointed out that the anactment -
was intended to be brought inte operation only in- times of great. danger
when there. was apprehension of a foreign invasion or internal rebellion.. He
showed that since the troublous times of 1827 India had changed vastly and .
that the British Government in' India had become solidly established, not
erely on physical strength, but also on the contentment and loyalty of the
people. He said Government showed a deplorable” want of confidence in
their own strength and in the benevolence of their rule, when they startled -
the Indian public by the arrest of the Sardars Natu, under a- Regulation,
which was looked upon as obsolete. He referred to the defence given by
Lord George Hamilton of the hasty action of Government, and wondered
how a responsible minister could give utterance to such absard views. Since
1827, the Criminal Law of the land had been codified in all its branches and
the ordinafy law was more than sufficient to meet cases of emergency. A
false alarm was caused by the unfortunate murders at Poona, the Chitpur
riots and the Frontiei troubles, which the public of England was misled into
thinking were the results of general discontentment. Fle said the Natu brothers
had been in custody over five months and people were entitled to know the
reasons of their arrest and to claim that they should be brought to trial if
there be evidence against them. He ended by observing that the moedification
in the law suggested by the Congress was necessary in the ends of justice.

Mr. P. Kesava Pillai (Madras) in supporting the proposition dwelt on
the invidious race distinction that was observed in the administration of
justice in India and gave a concrete instance from the Madras side, -- |
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. Mr. Alfred Nundy (N. W. P.) pointed out that the proposition suy-
gested a reform which was essential in the interests of all communities.

Mr. V. K. Kale (Berar) explamed the resoluuon in Marathi and made
a plthy speech in support of it.

The thirteenth resolution dealt with the recent wmove on the part of
the Government to increase the severity and multiply the terrors of the law
of sedition. If the press prosecutions in the Deccan bad evoked sympatby,
and the arrest and detention without trial under lstters d2 cuchet of peaceful
citizens had roused apprehensions amongst the different sections of the
Indian community, the wanton and unjustifiable attack on the liberty of
. speech and the liberty of the press created profound sensation in both the
-Indian and the Anglo-Indian communities. Non-official Europeans, who on

account of their want of acquaintance with the facts of native Indian life,
~ did not bestow much thought on thie unwisdom of the press prosecutions
- or the principles involved in the case of the Natus, but who at the same
_time had not resigned themselves to the guidance of the official organs in
_ the press,—instinctively perceived that the so-called proposed amendment
of a few sections in the Penal Code and the Criminal Procedure Code in-
volved consequences of a most serious character and threatened the very
existence of those principles which a free-born Briton considers as the very
. breath of his nostrils. 'The opposition against the amendment of the law
of sedition did not consist on this occasion of the belencirs of the officials,
~ the Indian National Congress and its friends and adherents, but included
also the Bengal Chamber of Commerce, the Calcutta Bar Association and
the Planters’ Association.

‘The resolution was couched in the following terms :— o,

- % That this Congress views with alarm and anxiety the changes proposed in the exist-
ing law of sedition as defined in Section 1244, and of circulating false reports as defined
in Section 505 of the Indian Penal Jode, and is of opinion that Section 1244 of the
Indian Penal Code requires amendment, not in the direction of greater stringency Jbut
in that of greater freedom, and if the law of sedition in India is to. bo made the some ns
it is in England, the administration of it ought to be safe-guarded substantially in the
same way as it is there, namely, that the triul of accused persons must always be by jury,
at least one half of whom shonld be persons of the samo nationality as the accused, and
that their verdict should be unanimous. And this Congress strongly protests against enses
of sedition being made triable by Magistrates and not by Courts of Bessivns and High
Courts exclusively, as heretofore, and against the proposal to invest District Magistrates
with the power of oalling upon persona who, in their opinion, dissominate disaffection, to
find sureties of good behaviour for twelve months, This Congress is further of opinion

" that the changes in tha law now proposed will be altogether at variance with the pledges
given by Bir James FitzJames Stephen when passing Section 1244 of the Indian Penal
Code through the Council and will deal an irreparable blow to liberty of speech and
freedom of the press, thus retarding the progress of the country and creating terror
instead of confidence in the minds of the people.

That a ecopy of this Resolution be submitted to the Legislative Council by the Pre-
gident.”

The new amend-
ments in the law of
sedition.



32

It was moved by that veteran and trusted leader of the educated com-.
munity, Mr. W. C. Bonnerjee (Calcutta). He pointed out that the section
relating to sedition did not exist in the Penal Code as’ originally passed, but
was introduced by Sir James Stephen in 1870, From 1860 to 1870 Her
Majesty’s Government got on without the section, and from 1870 to 1897
there was no occasion for appealing, except once—and that too unavail-
ingly—to that section, Even now, Mr. Bonnerjee said, we should not have

~ heard anything about any sedition in the country, such as would necessitate
a change i the law but for the unfortunate events which happened at
Poona on Her Majesty’s Diamond Jubilee day. The law as laid down in’
the section framed by Sir James Stephen was explained by Mr. Justice
Strachey of the Bombay High Court in Mr. Tilak’s trial, but the people of
the country generally believed that it was not a proper exposition of the
law. But even the Jaw laid down by that learned judge was better than the
Bill introduced by the Hon’ble Mr. Chalmers. Under the amendment of
Mr. Chalmers, no public speaker, no writer in the public press would be
sa.fe". The proposed measure showed 'q.n'_utterdistm'st of the people on the
part of the Government—a distrust no way deserved as the Indians were, as
a people, perfectly loyal to the Government and never d_rea.mtl of subverting
it or of rendering any help active or passive to its enemies ta subvert it. It
is said that the only object in proposing the amendment was ta assimilate
the Jaw of sedition in this country with the law on the same subject as it
exists in England. But if the law of sedition in India is to be made the
same as in England, we ought to have the same machinery for the adminis- -
tration of the law here as exists in England. = In England trials for sedition .
- are held before a judge who is a countryman of the prisoner, and by &
jury who are also countrymen of the prisaner, and no trial-can take place
unless a true bill has been found against the prisoner by a grand jury who
" are also countrymen of the prisoner. Far from any such kind of machinery
being given to us what was going to be done was to empower District
Magistrates to try casges of sedition which was 2 most appalling thing as these
officers are entirely dependent upon the good-will of the Executive Govern-.
ment, Further, Mr. Chalmers® Bill did not proceed on the lines of the
English law of sedition at all. In conclusion the speaker made & very feeling
appeal to Govemment not to persevere in its course :—

# T should have thought that soeing that the country has just been passing through
the last of g very severe affliction in the shape of famine, that there has been a recrudes
scence of the plague in various parts of it, and that other circumstances, natably the prese
prosecutions in the Bombay Presidency, have stirred the mind of the people fo ifs very
depth, this ia 'jul;t the timq where a wise logislator, even if there was necessity for it, would
hesitate long before embarking on a process of action \yhich‘ is gure to give rise, as Mpr.
Chalmers’ Bill has undoubtedly given rise, to great terror on the part of the people. But
we, of wurse;’ﬁcodrding to our rulers, have no idea of the- proper time aund occasion for
changes in the lIaw., Lord Elgin’s Governmens are all wise, and I am afraid that notwith- -
standing our protest, and I moke bold to say the protest of every right thinkiog 'person in
the country which will go to the Government, this Bill will be forced info law. All the
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protests will be in vain. We must, however, earry our protest before a higher authority

. than even Lord Elgin's Government., We must go before the British Public. We must
explain to them how the agents they have sent to govern the country on their behali and
in their name are dealing with the people, that is dealing in a manner wholly unworthy

of the Brifish name and the British love of freedom. And if we can convince them that
we are right, I have no doubt that the British nation will rise in their wrath and froe us
from the trammels which Lord Elgin and his Councillors are forging for ua. (Loud pro-
longed oheering.) _ :

The resolution wag seconded by Mr. R. N. Mudholkar(Berar). He pointed
ouf that the proposed amendment involved an invasion over the freedom of
speech and the liberty of the press granted by the British Government and
was a distinctly retrograde measure. The general opinion amongst those of
the people of the country who knew anything of this subject was that the
exposition of the law by Mr. Justice Strachey was not in consonance with the
law of sedition as enforced in England, and that section 124A should be made
conformable to that law. What was, however, proposed in the Legislative
Council was to put in the Penal Code a section which would render the law
here harsber than it is in England, and an increase was to be made in the
powers of the magistrates and the police such as never. existed in the -
Criminal Law of India, The Bill said that comments on the measures of
Government should be made in such a manner as not to excite hatred, con-
tempt or disaffection. The speaker showed that this restriction practically
rendered all criticism impossible, as even the most sober criticism of a wrong
measure or a foolish policy must excite contempt if not hatred against it.
He showed by quotations from works of authority that this was not the
English law. He further showed that the proposed law would be worse
than the existing Indian law. - Under the English law and the Indian law
prior to the amendment, & criminal intent was of the essence of the offence of
sedition.. But the amendment omitted all reference to a criminal intent.
s« The result,” the speaker urged, “ will be this, that in no case can we be
certain that even legitimate and most necessary criticism can safely be made.
T think that neither in the interest of the governors nor in that of the
governed i8 it safe thas this should be so. The British Government by its
v'ery nature is a liberal Government, and constituted as that Government is,
it is necessary for it to know the feelings and wants of the people. But if
ordipary criticism made with the most bona fids purposes is to be rendered
unsafe, the effect of it will be that nobody will think it safe to apprise the
Government of what goes on. " The administration of the country in every
form will deteriorate, and both the governors and the governed will suffer
byit” _ )

He. thon went into the other amendments of a harmful nature proposed
to be made, and referred to the gagging nature of section 108 of the Criminal
Procedure Bill under which magistrates were empowered to demand,

- without any trial, on what may after all be & mere suspicion, security from
a speaker or writer for not uttering or publishing anything which in the
opinion of the magistrate may be seditious or defamatory.
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The discussion of the question was continued by Pandit Bishan Narayan
Dar (Lucknow). Very justly did he point out that the amendment * has
been thrust upon the Legxslatlve Council* with the utmost possible haste.
It has been forced upon the Legislative Council, without giving the country
any opportunity to express its opinion upon it, and also it has. been intro-
duced at a time when it was most inopportune that it should be mtroduced
because the general impression in the country is that it would not: have
been introduced but for the unfortunate murder of two European offi-
cials.” X x X % “ There are three things to be consndered with
regard to evory measure that is brought "before the Legislative Council.
First, whether the evil which is intended to be cured does 1ea11y exist.
The second thing that is to be considered is whether the measure is effica-
cious enough to cure the evil ; and the third point to be considered is
whether, while it cures the evil, it does not give birth to worse evils than the-
one it cures. Well Sir, 1 shall have no difficulty in showing - you that there
is no necessity for such a measure asis now before the Leglslatlve Councﬂ nor
even if it were passed mto law it will meet the necessnty of the hour, nor if it
does meet it, will it fail to create worse evils than those it is supposed to cure.”

He quoted a very pertinent passage from the mmute of Lord Hobhouse,
which runs thus :— . L :

¢ As regards the principal subject on which the Enghsh and Native newspapers dnﬂ'er

in form, there is no difference in spirit,—I mean the ‘subject of .class preferemces. The
English papers do not frequently attack the Government about it, beoause their own class
'is dominant. But let there be any attempt to treat classes with more even-handed. justice
than has been customary, and see what happens. Why, outcries and menaces, compared
to which the complaints of the native newspapers are gentle murmurs. . In the Meares
case, I forget whether it was one of the newspapers or one of ihe apeukers at a publie
meeting in Calcutta, who threatened that the European community would be in a state of
febellion, if that plain nct of justice were maintained. Whoever wae guilty of that parti-
oular piece of folly, the language of the English newspapers was outrageously violent
against the Jossore magistrate, Mr. Justice Phear, and Sir Richard Couch, and threatened

" the Government with all sorts of disasters, if it supported the senterice.- In thkFuller
tase We are now experiencing a manifestation of the same spirit, though in a milder form.
Acoording to English newspapers, our action is lawless, tyrannical, and foolish, and can
only be accounted for by the union of gross ignorance with sinister motives.. T believe
that if we go further back into our history, eg., to the Black Act, we shall find. that the
violence and folly of the Anglo-Indian Press upon any proposal to treat the European and
Asintic communities more nearly on an equality used to be greater than they are now.”

. .Those who speak of the increase of sedition in this coutftt‘f 'ought
to know what slur they cast upon the English people and the English
Government ; for if true, what doesit show ? 1t shows that fifty years
of English rule in India-has failed ; that the more our education has
advanced, the more.we have become intimate with English life, the more
we have identified ourselves with English sentiment and Western ideas
which influence our social hfe, the more we have come to dislike the English

people and hate them,—the more we have come to know them, the more
we have come to hate them.”
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As to the efficacy of repressive measures Lord Hobhouse is again
quoted :— - '

“We have mow in our law as much precaution against seditious writing as the
original framers of the Code, the Law Commissioners of 1860, the Committee whe settled
the Code of 1860, and the Committee who settled the supplementary Act of 1870,
considered necessary, viz., s penalty for exciting or attempting to excite feelings of
disaffection. We ought to have a clear case for taking further powers without trying
the efficacy of the law we have enacted after so much deliberation.”

‘The effect of such legislation is that it creates worse evils than those
it is intended to cure. It is said that it is only the lower sort of journals
that would be affected. DBut this would not be so. On the contrary both
the higher and lower classes of journals will certainly not write openly and
frankly as they do at present. It was pointed out by a member of the
Government in 1877 that ¢ inconvenient, therefore, though the extravagance
and occasional want of loyalty evinced by the Vernacular Press may be,
we possess iu it a useful barometer of Native feeling and sentiment ; a
barometer such as no menaced or sycophant Press could possibly continue
to be.” . .

- Well did Mr. Ambica Charan Muzumdar (Bengal), who followed Pandit
. B. ‘Narayan Dar, show in his forcible way that the charge of sedi-
-tion -made now, by the members of Government * involved a tacit
admission of incompetency and bunglings somewhere. When there is
disloyalty, there is discontent. = And a sudden outburst of discontent
after a hundred and fifty years of settled Government—a Government
that has unquestionably conferred a thousand and one blessings upon
the Indizn people—must presuppose mismanagement of no ordinary
description at least in some quarter.” -Then for whom were the
Indian people seditious? There was neither a Moghul Emperor nor
a Maratha Peshwa for whom they should be seditious. “ We can
only be seditious either for Russia or for anarchy. And lives there a
thinking man in this country, who does not see that there is mot much to
choose between these two? No, it is our best interest and truest patriotism
to maintain British supremacy in India. It is no frothy sentiment of
gushing loyalty, but the simplest dictates of commonsense and self-interest.
I am free to confess that I like English Government, not for Euglaud and
Englishmen, but for India and the Indian people. (Hear, hear.) England
" might still be England without India ; but India without England would be
nowhere at the present moment. (Hear, hear.) *x x  x Lord Lytton
had gagged the Indian Press, but even he did not gag the Indian people.
It was reserved for your -Radical Viceroy to forge fetters for both the
_ Indian Press and the Indian public at the same time in one stroke of

his pen.”
| Munshi Abdul Talib and Mr. G. N. Kane (Berar) also addressed the
meeting on the resolution.
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The fourteenth resolution recorded the protest of the Congress against
the Criminal Procedure Bill then pending before the Imperial Legislative
Council as being a retrograde and reactionary measure which will add to the
already large powers of the police, invest "m:i_‘:ghis:f.}'ites.'.'witli - discretionary
authority which they did not possess under the. then existing law and’ curtail
the powers of the High Courts, all to the extreme prejudice of accused
persons. Mr, John Adam (Madras), who moved. the resolation, said .in his
prefaratory remarks :— SRR &

% We are told by Government that it has been imupl‘,,, and that it is wise to
revise from time to time the Codes 80 as to clear up any. difficulties which may have
been found in their intérpretation and add any improvements which- the ‘course of time
has found to be necessary—a prineiple which, perhaps, is all very well iu iteelf ; but this
last revision of the Code which has been produced before us does not, ss the resolution
states, and as I hope I shall ba able in a very few words to ahow you, really carry cut in
any way what we have always understcod to be the intention of these. ‘revisions, In fact,
if you come to look at it you will find that with two exceptions, viz.; the provisions.as to.

. firat offenders copied from the English law, which; was originally intended fo. be intre-

duced as a soparate bill, and in fact which was introduced as a separate bill, but which has
now been withdrawn—and the provisions enabling persons who cannot find security to

. be placed under police surveillance and not sent to jail, I do not think that there is a

single improvement introduced into this Bill, there i3 not & gingle. line added “or altered
in the direction of progress in the Oriminal Procedure- Code. . As to clearing up doubts
which may have arisen, these are infinitesimally few in number, two or threo at the very
most, and where tlisy have been cleared up, they have been cleared*up on the side of
making the law more sovere against acoused persons: - But besides: that we have a large
number of additions to the Bill all tending to produce the three results which are set out
in the resolution. Now, I think you.will admit that in the first place if the- bill adds to
the already large powers of the police it must: be. a retrograde and unwelcome measure,
I, like & great many more here, spend n great part of my time. in warring .against the
police, and I certainly do not wish them -to. be armed with more powerful weapous to
enable them to fight better than they do now. But seriously, with all respect to the police,
their general character throughout the country is not such as to make any of us desire
that they should be armed with larger powers thon they now possess. Then secondly, we
say that it invests magistrates with discretionary authority which they do not mow
pqeeess. Here again to inerease in important ‘mattors the discretionary powers of the
magistrates must be regarded as a retrograde measure, We- Have already discussed and
pnssed-a resolution with reference to the separation of the judicial, or more properly
speaking, the magisterial and the exeoutive functions, and: we know that magister ial
powers are very often and to a very large extent exercised by.men who, however well-
meaning they ray be, have neither the trnining nor the experience nor the ability to act
with discretion in the sense in which discretion is used in any form of legal procedure.
{Hear, hear, and cheers.) With regard to many of them it is not their fault, foras I hnvie
éaid they have not had the training. It is not their business to be magistrates. It is
merely a sort of off-shoot of their regular work, and they probably have never heard of
the definitions which grent lawyers have laid down as to what is meant by discretion ¢f
judicial disoretion. . I believe it was Lord Mansfield .who. said that discretion: in a8 legal
sense means “ sound discretion guided by law.”” ¢ The magistrate must be guided by law
and not by humour ""—not by the mere whim of what ha thinks he would like to do. That
is.not diseretion in the legal semse. Discrotion guided by legal principles would compel &
man in the exercise of his discretion even to do the very thing that. he would not Perso_nally
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wish to do. The third point which:we say is bad and retrograde is the provision to curtajl
the powers of the High Court. I do not think I need say a word in support of the
principle that if the Bill curtails the powers of the High Court it must be retrograde and
reactionary. The extreme powers of the High Court granted under the Charters have
always been locked up to as, in the Iast resort, the palladium of the accused person. There
he feels that however hopeless, he has at least one friend, the Judge. High Courts, I know,
are not faultless ; sometimes one High Court takes one view of its duties and another High
Court snother. The Madras High Court sometimes does not think very highly of the
~ decision of the Allahabad High Court or even the Caloutta High Court; and doubtless
these High Courts repay the compliinents. But of one thing we are aiways certain. We
always feel that in the ordinary administration of criminal justice every High Court is
guided by a sense ofjustice, and will do all in its power to redress inequalities and
irregularities, or failures of justice which may happen amongst subordinate magistrates ;
and to ?urtail its power of doing so and praotically to cut away such safeguards must do an
infinity of harm.” U

He then quoted sections after sections to jﬁstify the animadversion

- passed—by—bhim_wupon the Bill, and further details were supplied " by

Mr. Pandurang Govind, an experienced and eminent lawyer of Rerar. .

_ The fifteenth and the sixteenth resolutions referred to a question which
to some may possibly appear—-es-of a Provigeisl natyre but has really
gpeaking an Imperial character. They run thus:—

¢ That this Congress, while thanking the Government for granting the boon of a
Legislative Council to the Punjaub, placea on record its regret that thay have not extended
to the Councillors the righta of interpellation, and to the people the right of recommend-
fng Councillors for nomination such as gre enjoyed by the Councillors and people in the
other Provinces.” '

# That the Province of Berar, though not a part of British India, is administered by
the Governor.General-in-Council in the same way as any portion of Brilish India, but the
important work of Jegislating for the province is performed by the Executive, instead of.
by the Legislative Council, resulfing often in unsuitable and inconvenient legislation.
This Congress, therefore, humbly prays that so long as Berar is administered by the
Governor-General-in-Council all laws and orders having the force of law infended for
Berar should be enacted by the Supreme Legislative Council in the same way as those for
British India proper,” .

The Congress and the reform party bave always regarded the improve-
ment of the Legislative machinery as the first plank in their platform. The
Councils enacting laws for those provinces which form British India proper
have been enlarged and placed on & partially elective basis. The Punjaub
has got a Jocal Legislative Council and the demand of the Central Provinces
- may be expected to be granted before very long. It is true that though
Punjaub has got a Legislative Council, the Councillors have rnot been
granted the rights of iuterpellation and the people the right of .fecommend-
ing Councillors for nomination. But this is only a questitqn/ of time, At-
tention has now to be given to the case of those paris of Isdia which
though not British India proper are held and administered by the Governor-
General in Council, Berar is the most important of such territories and
the anomalous character of the system under which laws are framed for it

b

Legislation in
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naturally claimed the first consideration. . The unsatisfactory results of this
system were shown very clearly- by Mr. P. N. Jog (Berar) and other
speakers on the subject. The demand of the Berarees is so just, so reason-
able and so entirely in accord with the principles of administrafion enunciated
from time to time by responsible statesmen and members of Government
that there should be no dlfﬁculty in grantmg it R

»

Corbo "Faming In the seventeenth resolution the Congress prayed that the scope of the
Famine Commission appointed by the Government-of India. be extended so
a8 to include an enquiry into the causes of periodical famines and the re-
medies for the prevention of ‘the" same. - Mr. -Ramanjulu’ Naidu (Madras)
who moved it pointed out the grea,t importance of extension of irrigation as
# safeguard against famine, Professor A. S. Sathe (Poona) who seconded
him empM;sthmeact that famines in India are not a temporary calamity.
They were the growth of a bad syst.ﬁmu)f workmg, of a sort of bungling
carried on for over a century. S

“ SomeWrtg of the_ massié;; ‘the recurrence of the famine
and their utter and_tot i tha_fnmme, in a single year, is caused by nature or
caused by their own high living, their imprudence and 8o forth.- I think this is rather =
way of shelving off responsibility on poor helpless “Shoulders ; this is a sort of official

-bungling, and officiel apologists, however powerful they might be, will have to sucoumb
to facts-—facts which tell too powerfully that the famine is 2 work of bad administration.
(Cheera,) One of our most distinguished Professors, Mr. Romesh Chunder Dutt, and that
noble-minded Scotchman who just now preceded me, Mr. John Adam, have stated that
our massee, our ryots, are the most sober, the most free from vice and the most industrious.
I need only add my humble voice to eny that they are so. Their poverty is not due fo
extravnganca or internal causes, but due to causes which come from outside ; and' to these
causes we must apply our remedy. - I shall only describe to you  in brief a very few of
those causes. Firstly, there is no irrigation amongst us. There are so many railways, and

«it has been asserted over and over again by 'official apologists that they have been the
means of checking the famine. But, genﬂamen, there is one fa.lla.cy in thet. Our ia.mme
is a famine of money and not of grain. We have got enough of grain, but the poor ryot
has not got a single pie to buy gr{ﬁn in the time of famine. That is why our ryot is poor.
‘Construct roilways howmuohsoevef you might, they will only help the English trade, bui
will in no way alleviate the distress of the poor masses. 'What we want is irrigation. We
also want that these frontier expeditions which in the single year of 1896 have cost us
much more than all the famines of this contury should beeput a stop to.” We also want
remission as well as suspension of revenue in times of the utmost dmtress to poor ryots,
80 that they may not be driven into the meshes of the sowoar.’

r

After passing resolutions expressing confidence - in- Mr Dadabhai
Naoroji and thanking the British Committes, the President and the
Reception Committee, and carrying other resolutions of a formal nature and
fixing upon Madras as the place of its next meeting in December 1398, the
Congress was dissolved amidst enthusiastic cheers for the Queen-Empress
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THIRTEENTH INDIAN NATIUNAL GUNGRESS'

| HELD AT AMRAOT'I
- On the 27th, 28th and 28th December, 1897.

' RESOLUTION L.

Resolved —That this Congress expresses ils deep and earnest conviction that the present
Frontier policy of the Government of India is injurious to the best in-
teresta of the British Empire in general, and this country in particular, as

it involves frequent Military expeditions beyond the present limits of the
Britich Indisn Fmpire and causes great loss of valuable lives and public

_money ; and therefore entreats the British Naticu to put a stop to this

" aggressive policy sud to lay down that if euch expeditions are found
necessary, they being for Imperial purposes, the masjor portion of their
expenses should be defrayed by the British Exchequer,

) BESOLUTION IL

- ™
Resolved—That in‘view of the fact that the anlamities of famine and plague have dis;
' located the already seriously embarrassed finances of this country and
) _ erippled jta limited resources, and that the Military operations carried on
T beyond the North-West Frontier are for the proteotion of Imperial in.
tereats, this Congress prays that the British Parliament will, pending the
sottlement of the principle on which the Military charges are to be appor.
tioned between Great Britain and Indis, be pleased to make a substantial

. \@ntnbnhon to the cost of the present war,

. TRESOLUTION T 4. .
U\ _

" Resolved—That this Congress authorizes the President fo submit a petition to Parlia-
ment embodying the prayer contained in Resolutions 1 and 2 under his

l}und on its behalf,

Lot

. RESOLUTION III.

Resolvéd—That this Congress rejoices that the Royal Commission on Indian Expendi-
ture was pleased to decide to admit the public to its proceedings, and
further desires to express its grateful acknowledgments for the opportunity
afforded by the Honourable Commission to representative Indian witnesses
to state fully the case on behalf of India.” With regard to the three divi-

-
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sions of the reference the Congress desires most respectfully to sufmit the

following prayers for the favourable consideration of the Honourable
Commission :—

(i) As regards the Machmery io control Indian Expenditure, it is

prayed—(1) that the non-official Members of the Viceroy’s Council
may be made more directly representative of the Indian people, and
that they may have the right to move amendments and divide the
Council upon the provisions of the Budget; (2) that a sufficient
number of representative Indians of position and experience may
be nominated to the Council of the Secretary of State en the
recommendation of the elected Members of the Viceroy’s and Local
Legislative Councils ; and (3) that each year a Select Commitfee of
the House of Commons may be appointed fo inquire into and report
upon the financial condition of India ;

(ii) Asregards the progress of Expenditure, it is prayed that the

(i)

Military and other unproductive expenditure be reduced, that
larger amounts be spent in promoting the welfare and the progress
of the people, and that a large saving and a more efficient adm inis.

" tration may be obtained by the substitution, as far as practicable,

of Indian for European ageacy in the higher grades of the Publie
semce and

As regards apportionmenﬁ of charges, i¢ is prayed that the Imperial
Treasury may bear a fair proportion of all expenditure in which the
common interests of India and the rest of the Empire are involv-
ed ; and especially that the expenses of the present war beyond the
frontier may be largely borne by the Imperial Exchequer. Lastly,
that it be an instruction to the President to submit a copy of this
Resolution under his own signature to the Chairman of the Royal
Commission with the loast prnet:cable delay.

RESOLUTION IV.

Resolved—That thie Congress concurs with its predecessorsin strongly ndvoco.ting —

Excise policy. (a) Persistent pressure by. the Government of India on all Provincial

. Administrations to induce them to carry out in its integrity the
Excise policy enunciated in paragraphs 103, 104, and 105 of the

- Despatch published in the Gazette of India of March 1890, and the

Arms Act,

introduction of a simple system of effective local option ; (J) a
modification of the rules under the Arms Aot 80 as to make them

. equally applicable to all residents in, or visitors to, India without

I«Iﬂnm-{nColIegau

distinction of creed, caste or colour ; to ensure the liberal conces-
sion of licences wherever wild animals habitually destroy human
life, onttlo or crops ; and fo make all licenses granted under the
revieed rules of lifelong tenure revocable only on proof of misuse,

and velid thronghout the Provincial jurisdiction in which they are
jssued ; (c) the establishment of Military Colleges in- India, where-

- at Natives of India, as defined by Statute, may be educated and

trained for a Milifary carear as Commissioned or Non-Commis-
sioned officers (according to capacity and qualifications) in the
Indian Army ; (d) the authorizing and stimulating of a widespread



L 31

&ystem of voluntesring, such as obtains in Great Brifain, amongst .

_ the people of India; () the discontinnance of the grant of exchange  Exchange Com-
compensation-allowance to the non-domiciled Europesn and Eur- ponsation.
asian employés of Government; (f) the abolition of the Couneil ~ Council of the

. . . Secratary of
of the Secretary of State for India; () the establishment of a State.
High Court of Judicature in ¢he Punjab. Punjsb Bigh
' : Court.
And this Congress, concurring with its predecessors, records its protests :— -

*  {a) Against the scheme of reorganisation of the Educational Service thiO ‘d i!atti_ﬂﬂ o
which has received the sanction of the Secretary of State, as being ° %ew;ﬂ: fon
caleulated to exclude natives of India, even those who have been _

" educated in England, from the superior grade of the Educational
Service to which they have hitherto been admitted, {the words of
the ‘Resolution being : % In future natives of India who are desirous
of entering the Education Department will usually be appointed in

" India and to the Provincial service '’) advocating that the acheme
may be 80 reeast as to afford facilities for. the admission of Indiam
graduaies to the superior grade of the Educational Service.

#

{4) Agomst the present rate of the Salt Tax, which produces great Balt Tax.
hardship to the poorest classes of the country, a hardship which -
renders it incambent upon the Government to take the earliest
opporfunity to restore the duty to its level of 1888.

{c) Against the disabilities imposed on Indian setélors in Seuth Afrios, yogian Settlersin
and the invidious and humiliating distinctions made between them  Scuth Africa.
and European settlers, appealing to Her Majesty’s Government and —
the Government of India to guard the inferests of Indian settlers
and to relieve them of the disabilities to which they are subjected.

(d) Against the retrograde policy of th; Government of Indis in  Repressntation of

) nominating a gentleman for the Central Provincea to the Supremg %;"g;l gf,?,:::ncgl
Yegislative Council without asking local bodies to make recom- Iﬁsiul*ﬂ“
mendations for such nomination, enteriaining the earnest hope that —_—

Government will be pleased fo take early steps to give to tke

Qentral Provinces the same kind of representation that it has

already granted to Bengal, Madras, Bombay and the Nortk-
. * Western Provinces. '

And this Congress, aleo concurring with its predecessors, expresses its firm
oonviction fe= :

(a) That in the interests of the public, the Me(?icul Se.ief:ca a.nd the clg_iilli%xgtﬂg.
Profession, as also in the cause of economic administration, (1) of the Indian
there should be only one Medical Military Service with two bran-  Medical Servioa
ches, one for the European Army and one for Native troops,
worked on identical lines; (2) the Civil Medical Service of the
country should be reconstituted as a distinet and independent
Medical Service, wholly detached from its present Military connec-
tion and recruited from the open profession of Medicine in Indis
and elsewhere, with due regard to the utilization of indigenous

_ talent, other things being equal ; and (3) there should be a thorough
open enquiry iuto the status and claims of Civil Assistant Surgeons
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and Hospital Adsistants with ‘s view to the redressmg of long
standing anomalies and oonsequent grievances.

{¢) That the time havmg corme when greater facilities are imperatively
required for higher education -and the proper development of the
. Indisn intellect than what are at present’ offored by examinations
zlone, the Acts of Incorporation of the Universities of Calentts,
. Madras and Bombay should be amended 8o a3 to provxdo for the
- introduction of teaching functions and for a wider scope of learning
80 a8 $o suit genemlly the requirements of the presont day.

(c) That, having rcgnrd to the facility of interoourse between all parts
* of India and Assam, the time has now "arrived when the Inland
Emigration Act I of 1882 as amended by Aot 'VII of 1893 should
be repealed,

_(3) That it is desirable that in future no Indian Prince or Chief_ should
be.deposed on the ground of mal-admiaistration or misconduot until~
. the faot of such m_al-adrﬁiniatration-on misconduét shall have been
established to the satisfuction of a public Tribunal which shall
" command the confidence alike of Government and of the Indmn
Brmces and Chiefs,

. {8 That, ha.vmg regard to the opinion of the Jury Commission as to the
suceess of the system of tnal.by Jury, and also the fact that with
the progreas of education a sufficient number of édacated persons is
available in all parts of the country, the system of trial by Jury
should be extended to distriots and offences to which at present it
daes not apply, and that the verdicts should be final. =

© RESQLUTION V., = ~.

L 3

Resoclved—-That this Congress, coneurring -with previoinﬁ ‘Congresses, again records its

deep regret that the labours of the Public Serviza Commission have prac-
tically proved void of any good result to the people of this country, and
yepeats its convichion that no satisfaciory solution of the question is
possible unless effect is given to the Resolution of the House of Commons
of the2nd June 1893, in favour of holding the competitive examinations
for the Indian Oivil Serviges, vis, Civil, Medical, -Police, Engineeriug,

" Telegraph, Forost, and Accounts, both in India and in England. This
- Congress would once again respectfully urge on. Her Ma_]astyq Govern-

xoent that the Resolution of the House of Commons should be speedily
carried out as an act of justice to the Indian people and as the on],y
pdequate fulfilment of the pledges made to them.

RESOLUTION VI

Resolved—‘l‘hat this Congress, being of opinion that the Government of India Notifica-

*

tion of 25th June 1891 in the Foreign Department gogging the Press in
Territories under British administration in Native States, is retrograde,
arbitrary and mischievous in its nature, and opposed to sound stalesman.
ship and to the liberty_of the people, again enters its emphatic protess
against the sgme gnd urges its cancellation without delay.
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RESOLUTION VIL

Resolved—That this Congross enters its emphatic protest against the Polloy of Govorn-

ment in Provinces where the settloment of land revenue is periodical in
reducing the duration of the settlement while enhancing its amount, and

. expresses its firm conviction that in the interests of the country it is abao-
- lutely necessary that the land revenue in such Provinces should be per-

manently settled.

RESOLUTION VIIL

Resolved—That this Congress notices with satisfaction the support of public opinion

both in England and in India which the question of the separation of
Judicial from Executive functions in the admiunistration of justice has
received ; and this Congress once again appeals to the Government of

- India and the Secretary of State to take practical stepa for speedily cnrry-

ing out this much-needed reform.

RESOLUTION IX.

Resolved—That this Congress is gladtonbte that the Government of Indin has ap-

-

pointed a Famine Commission and hopes that the Commission will insti-
tute a scarching enquiry into the matter. At the same time this Congress
once again desires to repeat its conviction that famines are due o the great
poverty of the people, brought on by the drain of the wealth of the country

- which has been going on for years together, and by the excessive taxation
and over-aesessment consequent on a policy of extravagance followed by

the Government both in the Civil and Military departments, which have
8o far impoverished the people that at the firat tonch of scarcity they are

rendered helpless and must perish unless fed by the Btate or helped by .

private charity. In the opinion of this Congress the trne remedy against
the recurrence of famine liea in the adoption of a policy which would
enforce economy, husband the resources of the State, foster the develop-
ment of indigenous and local arts and industries, which have practically
been extivguished, and help forward the iniroduction of modern arts and
industries,

RESOLUTION X.

Resolved—That this Congress expresses its heart-felt gratitude to the British publio

and to the peoples of the British Colonies, the United States of America
and other foreign countries for the generous aid afforded by them to the
starving millions of this country during the late dreadful visitation of
famine, and also wishes to place on record its high appreciation of the
gervices which many men and women-~English and-Indian—residing in
this country rendered, and the pecuniary help they gave for the relief of
those afflicted by that calamity.

And that it be an instruction to the various Congress Committees fo raise

a sum of a thousand pounds, to be sent to the Lord Mayor of London on
behalf of the Congress, in order that he might be pleased to put eome
memorial in some conspicuous part of London expressing the -gratitude

~ of the people of India for the help rendered to them durmg the time

of the last famine.
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RESOLU’TION XL

Governorships of Resolved-—'l‘hnt having regard to the wisdom of the policy of appointing to the Gow-
Mﬁg&fﬁ,@“‘l ernorships of Madras and Bombay statesmen from England to the excld-
— sion of the Services in Indin, this Congress is of opinion that it is desirable

. that the Executive Governments of those Provinces should be'administered

. by the Governors with Counéils of three Members and not of two Members,

08 at present, and that one of the three Caunclllors sbhould be other than

a8 member of the Indian Civil Servwe.

RESOLUTIOV XIIL.

Bengal Regnlation ResoIved—That this Congress respectfuIl'y deprecates the exercise by the Government

-

Mnggso{{igmuom : of the extraordinary powers vested in them by Bengal Regulation III of
BH lcaf'l%l:), ?nt(_i ’ 1818, Madras Regulation IT of 1819, and Bombay Regulation XXV of
XXV oft8er T . - 1827 at a time of peace and quiet, and submite that such powers should ba

exercised only under such limitations ns will ensure their being put in
force with the utmost circumspection and care and under o semse of the
highest responeibility by the Government.

{a) This Congress therefora urges that none of these Regulatmns should
be put into foree except after notification by the Local Government
concerned that the circumstances contemplated by. the preamble of
the Regulations exist in its Province or in some definite area within

. the Province, and that it -intends, if necessary, to exercise the
powers vested in it; and further that in no cmse should such
powers extend to keeping a person arrested under them in custody
for n period longer than three months without his being brought
to trial bofore a Court of Justice. -

(b) That this Congress, while feeling that the Government of Bombay
. must have acted under a sense of responsibility in arresting the
Sardars Natu under Bombay Regulation XXV of 1827, is yet of
opiuion, that, fivo months having now elapsed from ‘such arrvest, it
is the duty of the Government, in the interests of justice, and also
to allay the disquiet and uneasiness which has been created in the
= minds of the people at. large by the arrest, to bring them—the
Sardars Natu—to trial without delay, or, if the Government have
no sufficient evidence against them to place before a Court of

Justice, to release them.

- | RESOLUTION XIII | .

Changes in the Resolved—That this Congress views with alarm and anxiety the changes proposed in the
existing sedition existing law of sedition as defined in Section 1244, and of circulating
h];“g:;?;:neillggi false reports as defined in Section 505 of the Indian Penal Code, and is of

— opinion that Section 1244 of the Indian Penal Code requires amendment,

not in the direction of greater stringency but iu that of greater freedom,
and if the law of sedition in India is to be made the same as it is in
England, the administration of it ought to be safe-guarded substantially
in the same way as it is there, namely, thatthe trial of accused persons
must always be by jury, at léast one half of whow should be persons of the
sawe nationality as the accused, and thaf their verdict should be unani-
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mous, And this Congress strongly protests against cases of sedition being
.made triable by Magistrates and not by Courts of Sessions and High
Courts exclusively, as heretofore, and against the proposal to invest Dis-
triot Magisérates with the power of calling upon persons who, in their
opinion, disseminate disaffection, to find suretios of good bebaviour foz
-t'wayé months. This Congress is further of opinion that the changoes in
the law now proposed will be alfogether at variance with the pledges
. given by Sir James FitzJames Stephen when passing Soction 1244 of the
 Yadian Penal Code through the Council and will deal an irreparable blow
te liborty of speech and frecdom of the press, thus retarding the progress
of thq conutry and creating terror instead of confidence in the minds of
the peoplas, : ' ' '

4

That a ct;py of thiy Resolution be submitted to the Legislative Council by
the President. N\ -

b \l
- r RESOLUTION ™ XIV.

;-.‘{

: —
1
¢

'—That this Congress desires to record its protest against the Criminal Pro-
cedure Bill of 1897 now pending before the Imperial Legislative Lonucil
as boing a retrograde and rcactionary measare, which will add t.o the
already large powers of the Police, invest Magistrates with a discretionary
authority which they do not now possess, and curtail tbe powers of the
High Courts, all to the extreme prejudive of acoused persous.

Resolve

paE - HE T

| {  RESOLUTION XV.

Resolw}fed—That this Congress, while thanking the Government for granting .the boon

.  of a Legislative Council to the Punjaub, places on record its regret that
they have not extended to the Councillors the rights of interpellation, and
to the people the right of recommending Councillors for nomination such
ns are enjoyed by the Councillors and people in the other Provinces.

. ———my

e

\ RESOLUTION XVI. °
Resolvi‘ed—Thnt the Province of Berar, though not a part of British India, is adminis-

; tered by the Governor-General-in-Council in the same way ns any portion
' of British India, but the important work of legislating for the provinedis
performed by the Executive, instead of by the Legislative Council, result-
ing often in unsuitable and inconvenient legislation. This Congress,
therefore, humbly prays thatso long as Berar is administered by the
Governor-General-in-Council all laws and orders having the force of law
intended for Berar should be enacted by the Bupreme Logislative Council
in the same way as those for British India proper.

1
'

o

ag—
-

o

RESQGLUTION XVIL

Resolved—That this Congress prays that the scope of the Famine Commission appointed
by the Government of India be extended g0 as to include an enquiry into
i‘\ the couses of periodical fomines and the romedies for the prevention

of the same.
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RESOLUTION XVIIL

Confidence in Resolved—’.l‘ha.t this Congrass again . expresses ite £u11 and unabated con idence fn Mr.
Mr. Dadabhoy

Naoroji, , Dadabhoy Naoroji as the representative of the people of India, and hopes
—_— . that he will be re-slected by his old Gomzhtuency of Central Fmsbury or
any other L;bernl Conshtuency

¢
i

RESOLUTION XIX. =~ =

Thanks to Sir Wil- Resolved—That thls Gongreaa desires to conyey to Sir William Wedd#hum and the
liamW_eiEerbum . other members of the Britith Committee its Xﬂtﬂ:’ grateful thanks for

their disinterested services in the cause of In‘? olitical advancement.

Ra. Boomwntnbu_ - "And that a sum of Rs. 60,000 be assigned for;:the expenses of the British
twlégg] ::& tf;_'tmh Committee and cost of the Congress pu p/b ation JIndia, aud also for the
pom expenses of the Joint.General SBecrefary’s Office, and that the several
Circles do contribute, as /e{l;r now, or hereafter in Committee,

- for the year 1898. )

e L / RESOLUTION XX, - - 0

—iengral and Joint RGBOI'Ved—Tha’H:hm Congress re-appomts Mr. A. O. Hume, C.B., to be General Secre-

Sec:etary., tary, and Mr. D.E Wacha to be Jomt-General Secretary for the
" ensuing year.

RESOLUTION XXI.

Congress of 1698 Resolved—’l‘hat the Fourteenth Indian National Congress do assemble, on such day after
at Madrag, Christmas Day 1898 as may be later determmed upon, at Medras.

_ C. SANEARAN NAIR,
Pregident, Thirteentk Indian National Congress.
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THRRTE ENTH INDIAN NATIONAL GONGRESS

. HELD AT. AMRAOTI
On the 27th, 28th and 29th December, 1897,

— TR P P e

FIRST DAY'S PROCEEDINGS.

" The first sitiing oi the Congresu oommenced at 2 p.i. on Monday, the 27ih Docems
ber 1897. :

‘Mn.KngnnDn, Chairmon of the Reception Committee, in opening the proceedings,
said :— -

‘Ludies and Gentlemen,~It is my duty to weloome you to Amraoti. The Reception
Committes hns done me the high honour to entrust me with that agreeable duty by electing
me their Chairman, and if all duties in this world were half as pleasant as this one, lifg
would be very enjoyable indeed ! Ladies and gentlemen, I welcome you to this people's hall
with all my heart, on behalf of myself personally, oo behalf of the Reception
Committee particularly, and on behalf of all the well-wishers ol our Congress cause
residing in this province generally. But I am afraid I must ask you to fake our
wil] for our desd, for I am deoply conscious that our arrangements for your convenienoce
and comfort are not so complete and satisfactory as I should wish them to be
(Cries of No, No.) I, however, take courage from the fact that though you are our honoured
guests, you come here in the character of fellow workers in the great national cause, and as
such our difficulties are your diffculties and our joys are your joys and our success
is your success. {Cheers.) In this spirit then let us stand shoulder to shoulder and consider
how we stand today. The year which is about o close has been about the most unfortunate
we have experienced for many years past. Indeed without indulging in any exaggeration I
may say, it has been the worst period within the last forty years. It would appear as if
the adverse fates hod sat in consultation as to how they could possibly give us the utmost
trouble on purposs, I suppdse, to test the strength and solidarity of the movement inaugu-
rated just twelve years ago. First came the famine in all jts devastating fury, if I may
use such an expression, It spread its flames and smoke all over the country and cast o
shade deep, dork and terrible in 8 manner in which it had never done before. Lank and
gaunt figares, anxious and haggard faces, merest skelstons which were the veriest of
apologies for human beings, were to be seen everywhere. Unsupportable grief and misery

S e , ’

Firast Day.

Addroeas of the
Chairman Recep
tion Commities.
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Firat Day. became the order of the day. But thh ail this it failed joaecomphsh its object, namely, of
Address of the  injuring the noble Congress cause. ' For, to éombat_it, our men zealously seconded the
Ohairman Recep-  efforts of the devoted officers of the benign Dritish Government, aud it appeared that the
vion Committee,  rlrs and the ruled had combined to fight & common enemy. - The prospect appeared to
be that when the famine was over, every one would realize the fact that though in

ordinary times we find fault and offer oriticisms, in times of danger we are at one with

Government. (Henr, hear.) So dur real and true Ioyalty would be proved to demonstration.

. This did not suit the adverse fafes. So they sent the plague ina form in which it was
nbsolutely unknown for centuries in this fair land. The medical profession knew

little about it and knows little about it to this day, but it was felt, and rightly

felt, that ecomething must be done. BSanitary mensures, segregation, which is

exceedingly disagreeable at all times, became more disagreesble when the minds of

people were already rendered despoudent by the terrors of famine. But the eup of

bitierness was not full to the brim, so the evil powers kindled a war on the Frontiers,

such as has nof been heard of all throughount the whole of the period of British adminie-

tration. Noarly sixty thousand well-equipped, splendidly disciplined and ably officered

soldiers had to operate against a few wild uncivilized tribes in their hative mountains

and fastnesses. This ruinous war had no advantages to offer but was potent in hampering

the resources of Government both in men and money, and thereby rendering the combat

with plague and famine somewhat unequal.. But we might have yet pulled through it,

88 we eventually did, by subordinating all our differences of opinions to present dangers ;

but the evil elements did not want it. So they sent out fires and floods fo oppress and

barass different parts of the country, earthquakes to- dishearten and strike terror, and

in the midst of the confusion eaused by all these sent out the Demon of Distrust to stalk

the country by getting two most unfortunate and deplorable murders committed at Poona

~ and enveloping them in a deep mystery. The whole resembled a scene, often witnessed

in the beginning of a winter storm, the sky overcast with dark and threatening clouds

chasing each other, winds blowing hard in contrary directions, thunder and lightning

overywhere, and the thunderbolt about to fall, who can say, on whom and where?

On occasions oi this kmd itis weII known to use a familiar Indmu prove;'b « a child
does mot recognize its mother and the mother does mot recognize her child. ¥riends
ere mistaken for foes and well-reasoned: conclusions are abandoned for hurried consultations
and precipitate acts dome on the spur of the moment.” "Thus arose the scare of a wide-
spread conspiracy, and the so-called State prosecutions followed as an unfortunate sequence,
asccompanied by unexpected deportations,” for reasons not disclosed even up to this ,day.
These deportations are of persons descended from one who deserved well of, and received
the reward from, the British Government itself. This will show you how friends are
being mistaken for foes. You know that the educated classes are the offsprings of the
environments erented by the British Glovernment itself. (IIear, hear.) Their aspirations
are those that are inspired by westorn culture and yet they are not so recognised by those
who put the seed of education into them and fostered it with the loving care of o parent. This
will illustrate what I mean when I say that a mother does not recognize her child. We are
pot yet quite outof the clutches of this demon of distrust, and though our instincts lead
us to run to our mother she will have none of us, believing probably that we shall
communicate to her the plague bacillue which sheBuspects has impregnated our system.
{Laughter.) There is the proposal to amend the Criminal Law and its procedure now
looming before our eyes—looming at no great distance. Yon will have soon o consider
and moke up your minds about these proposed changes in the law. of the land,
and I will not anticipate your deliberations by saying onything = about them.
I have, ladies and gentlemen, endeavoured to give you, in brief, most of the adverse
circumstances that have surrounded us during the unhappy year which is about to expire.
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It these had their own way and we had nothiog fo oppose them with, we should not be
- here today. By way, therefore, of enlivening this otherwise doleful statemens, I shall,
with your permission, briefly touch upon the internal forces which have been at work with
us to bring us here together. You sll probably know that Amraoti “is a town known to
fame in our religious episndes. It was hero that Rukmini, who by-the-bye was the incarna-
tion of the goddess of wealth, sent up an earnest prayer for being wedded to Lord Krishna
in the temple of Amba, which, I hope, you will not omit ¢o visit, It was here that her
prayer was gronted ; if wos here that Lord Krishna came with a single chariot, opposed
and successfully met the serried battallions of his opponents and carried away the beautiful
- and beloved Rukmini, who not only represents in the Brahmin religion all that is good
and great, but also is the incarnation of the goddess of all worldly prosperity, of all human
love, of all feminine graces, of all masculine virtues, of all that ia permanent and enduring.
Our Congress, having come to this temple of Amba and offered a humble but enrnest prayer
for success, could not, I believe, be under Providence turned away disappointed. We took
courage from the fact that in our heart of hearts there was nothing but loyalty and a desire
to offer our help to so improve the present administration, as to render it permanent, per-
petual and everlasting, and to render the people under its away, prosperous, happy and
contented. (Applause.) 'This may not be known to some of our erring human rulers, but is
known to the Great Ruler of all nations, the @reat Giver of all good, the Omniscient source
of all power. ~ We felt confident that this thirteen years old child, cowming to the doors of
mother Amba, with folded hands, prayerful heart, in a righteous ocause, could not but be
lovingly taken up by the hand by the mother who blessed and granted success to the yearns
ings of both the loving Rukmini and the victorions Lord Krishna. (Cheers.) *

Ta shed light, as it were; on cur difficalt path there came during the year the Jubilee of
" the mother of all the nations of India, the giver of the Magna Charta of 1838, on which we
have always and shall always take our stand. The celebrations held on that auspicious
ocecssion were the only rays of light that penetrated the otherwise impenetrable gloom of
the year, aud we recognised in them the hand of mother Amba, who, as I said and we
believe, is the giver of all good. Then there were lotters from our grand old man, whom you
easily recognize without my mentioning even his name. He worthily bears the name of
his celebrated father, and I have no doubt history will delight in perpetuating the name
and sprending the films of his noble ideas conceived in all sympathy for the good
of our people. Nis great friend and adviser, one of the illustrious band which
was present and nssisted in the ushering of this now thirteen years old ohild into
the world, and who has guided your deliberations on two most important ooccasions
first favoured us with his advice and has come {o help us with his presence. Ladi-a
and gentlemen, local difficulties there were, but what good oause is there, which
is not besst with diffioulties local, provincial and, if I may say eo, even imperial. I
ask what cause is there which is pronounced to be good without surmounting these difficul-
ties. In fact the test of a good and righteous cause is its capability, its vitality, its etrength
to cope with all kinds of adverse circumstances and to emerge out of all these triumphant
and full in the glory of achieved success. This cause is yours and without the gift of
prophecy I venture to predict that you are bound fo sucoeed in the long run. Tbe fact of
your presence here under the circumstances snd in the numbers in which you have come is
itself a guaranteo of guccess. You have left your homes and the dear opes in them m
these doys of pestilonce, famine, earthquakes, fires, floods, and have travelled long
distances to be present here to assist in the grand cause of bringing about a better under-
standing between the rulers and the ruled, a unification of their aspirations, a well-

{

understood community of their real interesta. W&ion of our Congress wns

neoessarﬂjgt:s?rﬁsgntially necessary MOW.  movement 38 designed to interpret.

(Mu'ghta of the rulera 1o the ruled and to répresent the grievances of the people to
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First Day.  thé powers that be. This task, always arduons, is doubly arduous this Yyear, as, one .
Addressof the  ©Of our celebrated verses, taught %o me in my early days, saye—
Gon Commitian, . Tl Reawal orat anfy % |
_ Sq9g: Teawmal @=ad Qs |
gfy wfy B framy o |
et SaggEf g9 Fdwa )

Frluch I may ronghly translate thus :—f Onoe who labours for the benefit of the king

comes £ be disliked by the people, and one who labours for the welfare of the people comes
to be discarded by the king ; when such conflict exists rare is the man who ean do good both
to the king and to the people.” The English constitution has made the task of such a man
8asy ; supreme in her prerogative Her Majesty reigns, joyful in the possession of their
rights the people of England elect their representatives, the aristocracy of the Iand meets
both, and all these three combined work for the weal of their Empire. This of course is the
highest ideal. We are making humble efforts to be included ns-living beings in their
constifution, to have the proud glory of being able to say civie Britanicus sum and we should
not be discouraged if we are opposed, traduced, and even abused. This opposition and
misreprasentation should always teach us to examine our programme more and more cares
fully, to eliminate from it errors that we may have been led into, and render it as accept-
able as we possibly can, to those who do not &ce eye to eye with u§ in this matter.
‘We have to walk in a spirit of conciliation, and harshness even in thought or word must
be strictly avoided ; nay, we must eschew even the semblance of these and always act on
the old good proverb ¢ soft words and hard arguments.! With a view to induce sobriety
and to prevent our fellow subjects, who dissent from us, from introducing their feelings -
and prejudices into the discussions, we must take care that we do not introduce our own
feelings and prejudices, so as o provoke g retaliation. (Hear, hear.)

I foel, Iadies and gentlemen, your task is difficult, but X know that you have hitherfo.
boen always moderaté and reasonable, and I have no reason to believe that you will not be
the same even in this year of trouble and tribulation.

It remains that you should now proceed to elect your President, and before I resume
my eeat, I would once more welcome you heartily to our province, which is very small and
oocupies the unique position of being neither British India nor a Native State.

Gentlomen,~—I will now call upon the Hon’ble Babu Surendranath Banerjea to -proposé
the name of the President of the Congress. :

ta

The Hon’sLE Mn..SURENDRANATH BA‘NERJEA (Bengal No 666 on the list), who on
rising was recewed with Ioud cheers, said i—-

The HoN'sLE MR.
SURENDBRANATH
BANERIEA'S speech
proposing Mz. San-

RARAN NAIR B8 . Chairman of the Recoption Committse, Brother Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen,—~I
?mag“g“rﬁ *he  rise to lay before you a motion which I am sure will meet with your unanimous and enthu-
—_ siastic acceptance. I have the honour to propose  that this Congress do elect the Hon’ble

- Mr. Sankaran Nair as President of the Congress.” (Applause.) Madras now gives us thesecond
President, Bombay has given us three Presidents, Bengal has given us two, Madras has given
us one. Madras now comes up to the standard of Bengal. We have very arduous duties
before us. There is no mistake that we stand face to face with one of the greatest crises
which have developed themselves in the history of this country. We are at the parting
of the waves. Our rulers, after having pursued a carcer of beneficence for more than half
a century, scem all on a sudden to be staggered at the marvellous success of their own
work. They pause, they hesitate, they linger, they would fain go back. At such a orisis
we need careful and wise atatesmanlike guidance, and I feel convinced that you will have such
guidance from our honourable and distinguished f'riend Mr. Sonkgran Naip. He i8 a pros
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minont leader of the great community to which he belongs, one of the foremost oitizens of
Madras, an honoured and illustrious leader of the Congress movement. I feel porfectly con-
fident that with your assistance he will do the amplest justice to that great office to which
he has beeu oalled, the greatest to which a native of India can aspire (cheers), dependent
a8 that office is upon the love, respect, the esteem and the gratitude of his countrymen,
(Cheers.) I do not know that I should be doing justice to myself or to yourselves if I
am to stand further between the Presidential chair and this assembly. With these words
I propose the name of My, Sankaran Nair s the President of this Congress,

Mr. M, ¥V, Josm (Berar, No, 61 on the list) seconded the pr0poanl- in the following
words t—
 Mpr. Chairman, Ladms and Gentlemen —After what we have heard from nur illustrions
friend Babu Surendranath Banerjea, I have really very listle to add. This year there were
peculiar circumstances and there were peculiar difficulties, in the way of the Reception
Committeo here, and not the least of them was the selection of a President. For, as you
ere a1l aware, the aiteation of this year made it incumbent on us o select a President to
whom no exception could be taken. (Cheers.) Gentlemen, it required a really nnique com.
bination of three most essential qualities of unswerving devotion to the Congress cause,
unquestionable loyalty, and what is above all, tho most unblemishied personal charactor.
T am perfectly cerfain that you will find all these qualities in the most harmonious Llond
in the President that you are now going to eleot. With these few words, gentlemen, I
beg to second the proposition placed before you by my friend Babu Surendranath Banerjea,

Panpit ManaN MouaN Maraviva (Allahabad, No. 655 on the list) said :—Brother
delegates, I am called upon to support thia resolution, which I believe has already mot
with your unanimous acceptance, only in a formal way to show you that people of all
parts of the country rejoice in the election. I assure you that when the fact was an-
pounced that the Hon’ble Mr. C. Sankaran Nair was to be elected President of the Con-
gress, it was hailed with joy in all parts of the country, and I think you have only given
expression to that feeling. I will not fake up much of your time, but I will only say that
if you wanted modesty, moderation and Judgment combined with high intellectual ability,
you have it all in the President, whom it is my duty to ask you to eleot. I therefore ask
you to elect him. .

: Mg. C. H. SeraLwap (Bombay, No. 54 on the list) said : Genilemen, I have great
pleasure in supporting the election of my Hon’ble friend Mr. Sankaran Nair to the chair.

Mg. Kgararne :—Gentlemen, it has been duly proposed, seconded and supported tha
the Hon’ble Mr. C. SBankaran Nair be elected President of the ConRress. If it is your
~ plessure that he should be so elected, you will please signify the same in the usual way,

. ‘The prol;osition was carried amidst great acclamation. .
j Mz. Kaarazpe :(—The Hon’ble Mr. C. Sankaran Nair has now been elected DPresi-
dent of this Congress, -
. Mr. Kaaparoe then vacated his chair, whmh was token by the Hon'ble Mr, C. San-
karnn Nmr amid loud and continoed cheers. .
The President, the Hon’ble Mr. C. Sankaran Nair (Madras), then dehvered the follow.
ing address ;—
-menuzw i

I thank yon hearhly for electing me to premda over this great national assembly.-
. 'We ‘meet at the close of a year that will be memorable in the history of the British Eme.
pire. We have witnessed and we have taken_part in the celebration of the Diamond
Jubilee of the reign of our Empress. We rejoice with our fellow-subjects of this vast Em.
pire in the prosperity of that reign. We exult in our acquisition of political rights duriog
: .. -, " ’ ’
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this period. We bless Her Majesty for her message in 1858 of peace and fresdom when
the oceasion invested it with a poculinr significance. . While Englishmen in Indin inflamed
by race animosity and the recollections of the Sepoy Mutiny, which Ignorahce setill calls
the Indian Mutiny, were calling for terrible reprisals, she unasked, forgetting and for
giving, issued her gracious Proclamation. It was a stern reproof to those who then
clamoured for indiscriminate vengeance ; it continues to-day a standing rebuke to those of
her European subjects who would deny us the rights of equal oitizenship. She is to us
the living embodiment of what is goed in British supremacy, and we may feel assured that
her anxiety in our behalf which she manifested in 1858, her kindly regard shown on every
subsequent occasion, both in times of joy and of affliction, will continue unabated for the
rost of her life. Throughout our land her name is venerated ; in .almost every language
the atory of her life has been writien and sung, abd in years o come her name will rightly
find a place in the memory of our descendants along with those great persons whose

virtues have placed them in the ranks of Avatars born into this world for the benefit of this,
our holy land. (Loud cheers.)

INDIA LOYAL.

Forty years of peace and progress seemed to have amply justified the wise and
generous statesmanship of the great Empress, but suddenly this year, we have been
startled with the ory of sedition direoted not against any epecifio individual, nor .even
against & number of persons but against a whole class, the product of the liberal policy
inaugurated nearly holf a century ago. The charge of sedition, faintly heard years ago,
against the Congress, a charge the absurdity of whick has been- often eoxposed, has- now
been revived against the educated Indians by & section of the Anglo-Indian Press. We
are tauntingly asked to study our past history for proof of our degraded condition from
which the English Government has raised us, and to contrast it with the blessings we now
enjoy. We do not need the invitation. We are aéguainted with our immediate past;
we feel grateful for the present. But, our opponents forget we are more concerned with

the progress of our country in the future than with the benefits ‘we have alrcady derived
ander Bnt:ah rule.

We are well aware of the disordered state of thzs eountry when it passed, mth its
imsecurity of person and property, under: British rule,. of the enormous difficulties our
rulers hod to overcome in introducting orderly administration without any help irom the
then existing ageneies. We recognize that the association of the people in the govern-
ment of the country ‘except to a very limited extent was then impoesible, We also know
that British rule cleared the way to progress and furnished ws with the one element,
Englisk edueation, which was necessary o rouse us from the torpor ef ages and bring about
the religious, social and political regeneration which the country stands so much in need
of. (Hear, hear.) We are alsoaware that with the deoline of British supremaocy we shall have
anarchy, war and rapine, The Mahomedons will try $o recover their lost supremacy. The
Hindu races and chiefs will fight amongst themselves. The lower castes who have come
under the vivifying influence of Western civilization are scarcely likely to yield without
struggle to the dominion of the higher castes, And we have Rnssia and France waiting
or their opportunities. The ignorant masses may possibly not recogmize the gravity of
the danger attendant on any decline of England’s power in the East. But it is ridieulouns
to suggest that those who have received the benefii of English education are 60 shortsighted

- a8 not to see and weigh that danger. (Cheers) - While, however, full of gratitude far what

Great Britain bas done to India,—for its government which secures us from foreign -
Aggression and ensures security of person and property,—it should not be forgotten for s
moment that the real link that binds us indissolubly to England is the hope, the well-
founded hope ard belief, that with England’s help we shall, and, under her guidance alone,
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We dan attain national unity and national treedom. (Hea¥, henr, ohcers.) The educational
policy of the Government, & policy which combines boneficence with statesmanship, justi-
fied such hopes in ue. Those hopes were confirmed by various pledges. Those pledges
were followed by the oreation of institutions by which we were admitted to a share in our
ordinary government which must surely, though slowly, lead to the full fruition of our
tspirations. -

Just look for a moment at the training we are receiving. From our earliest school-
days the great English writers have been- our. clagsics. Englishmen have been our pro-
Tessors in Colleges. English history s taught us in our schools, The books we generally
read are English books which describe in detail all the £orms\ of English life, give us all
the English types of character. Week after week, English newspapers, journals aud
magazines pour intc India for Indian readers. We, in faet, now live the life of th;
English. Even the English we write shows not only their turns of thought but also theip
forms of feeling and thinking. It is impossible ander this training not to be* penetrated
with English ideas, not o acquire English conceptions of duty, of rights, or brotharhood;.
(Hear, hear, cheers.) The study end practice of the law now pursued with such avidity
by our people, by familiarising them with reverence for authority and with sentiments of
resistance to what is not sanctioned by law, have also materially contributed to the growth
of mental independence. . (Hear, hear.) -

POLITICAL REFORM. - °

Imbued with these idess and principles, we naturelly desire to acquire the full rights
and to share the responsibilities of British citizenship. We have loarnt that in the
acquisition of those rights and in the recognition of the principles on which they are based,
lie the remedy for the evils afflicting our country, evils similar to those from which
England herself once suffered. We know that i (Great Britain race differences between
Normean and Saxor, at one period more virulent than those which ot sny time existed
between Hindu and Mahomedan, religious intolerance which has scarcely been surpassed in
Indin, class divisions equalling any in our own country, a degradation, political and social,
of the masses which may be equalled here but could never have bwen exceeded—all these

have disappeared in the common struggle for ireedom, and in the combined effort to retain .

it whon soquired, in which each required the help of its antagonist and each was obliged
to concede to others the right clnimed for itself amd which, therefore, resunlted in the
recognition and solemn effirmation of principles of government which obliterated all die-
tinctions of race or religion, caste or olass. Those principles affirmed the equality of oll
before law snd government, the right of sclf-government by the people themselves
through their representntives, and complete freedom of speech and discussion as the very
breath of national ldfe. (Hear, hear.) It is the hope that ome day we may be admitted
as equal sharers ix this great inheritance, that we shall have all the eivil rights associated
with the English Government, that we shall be admitted ns frecly ae Englishmen them~
selves 0 worship in this terple of Freedom—it is this hope that keepe India and will keep
her always attached to the British, (Hear, hear, oheers.) This hope is sustained by

pledges solemmly made ; and the sentiment of loyalty to the British connection created by

repoated declarations that we shall be gradually allowed the full rights of English eitizen-
ship is already in full force. Such a pledge was made in 1833 when Parliament solemnly
declared that race or religion or colour shafl not be a disqualification for holding ang
appointment. This declaration of policy in a time of peace has been solemnly affirmed after
the Mutiny. Already, the pledge has been in part redeemed. We have been admitted, as
it were, into the outer precinots of the temple of Freedom. The Press has been enfranchis-
ed. Purtislly elected members sit in our local and legislative councils. We can enter the
Civil Service throogh the open door of competition. These blesiings are no doubt mow
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Saxgarax Nam, DY deepen that feeling of loyalty which makes us proud of our connection with England,
' — (Hear, hegr, cheers.) I myself feel that there is very little renson to fear that England
will reverse the past. To deny wus the freedom of the press, to deny us representative

institutions, she will have to ignore those very principles for which the noblest names in

her history have toiled and bled. Bhe caunot olose all her educational mshtutwns in the

‘country. She cannot persuade us not to read thd fiery denunciations of every illiberal

lform of government, of the petty nots of tyranny committed anywhere on. the face of the

enrth ‘which appear in her papers jmported into Indis woek after week. It is impossible
to keep out of India eloquent orations om’ Patriotism by men like Mr. Chdmberlsin-—a

‘Cabinet Mmzster holding up to admiration the mémory of patriots like. Wallace whose

'head ‘was stual: up on the traitor’s gate of the city of Londom, of Bruce guilty of foul

murder in a church, of Emmet and other Irish leaders executed or bung for treason by

'I;'ha English Govarument {Hear, hear.) Itis impossible to argue a man into slavery in

the English language. (Hear, hear, cheers.) Thus the only condition requisite for thé

Tfuition of our political aspirations is the continuance of the British Rule. The fond hope

that India may one day take her place in the donfederacy of the free Enghsh—spea!:mg

nations of the world can be realised only under England’s guidemes with England’s help.

Years must elapse, it 13 true, befare our expectnhonq can. be realized, before we get re-

_presentative institutions on the models of those of the English- Spenkmg communities.

Slavéry we had under our old rulers, Hindu and Mashomedan ; we may again get it tnder

any despotic European or Asintic Government. But we kuow that real freedom is possible

pnly under the Gavernment of ¢he English nation (hear, hear, cheers), nurtared in liberty,

hoting every form of tyranny, and willing to extend the blessings of ‘representative Gove

ernment to those capable oi usmg it wxsely ;n the m‘terests of freedom and progreas..

(Cheers) o T x : .

o BOCIAL AND RELIGIOUS REFORM -

{ Graat a8 is the neoess:ty of Brmsh rule for the pohtmal emancnputmn o£ our ‘country,
: ter is the necessity for social and rehglous reform. In the present circumstanced
lof Indis, inhabited as it is by followers of various religions, -various seots, classes, very
often with antagonistic interests, any Glovernment which is not strietly secular and absos
Jutely impartial must be disastrous t0 the best interests of the country.. The customs,
institutions, beliefs, ptactices of one commaunity are denounced by others as nnreasonable
:and destructive of true faith, . Some of our reformers, hopeless of any internal reform, are
‘building up a new social system and accordingly have adopted an’ attitude o.antagonistie
%o the popular religion that they are regarded ag seceders from Hinduism. Others egain
have formed themselves into sects each claiming to be orthodox and denying to others the
amerit of adherencs to the true Hindu religion. - We have also preachers in our midst who
while deprecating any revolt or open defiance urge the purification of the Hindu faith:
{The gulf between Hinduism and other. religions has.been considered impassable. But
attempts are being made with some success 40 re-admit converts -into. Hinduism. Steps
are being taken in some places to mitigate the rancour of religious bostility between
‘Hindus and Mahomedans. Some of the lower castes resent the galling yoke of caste s0 bitterly
~._.4hat they seek refuge in Mahomedanism or Christianity. - The original four eastes had
-myltiplied into a number that must appear fo every man nnreasonable and absurd. There
geoms to be a general desire to breok down the ‘barriers between these numerous ocastes.
Knowledge is accessible to all. The Vedas and other holy books are now common pro-
gperty ; equality jn knowledge must eventually lead fo the practical - removal, if not the
gnbire destruction of the -great barriers that now divide the yarious claases, _Again_you
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are aware of the attempts that are being made to restore our women to the position which
competent authorities maintain they occupied in ancient India. We want, in bricf, to
eliminate, if nocessary, from our system all that stands in the way of progress. Wo desire
to absorb and assimilate into our own what appears good to us in western civilization,
(Hear, hear.) This is impossible under a Government which would uphold a particular
social system or a particular form of religion to the exclusion of others as some of the
ancient Governments of India did. To brenk down the isolation of the Hindu religion, to
remove the barriers which now prevent free social intercourse and wnity of action, to
extend the blessings of education to the lowor closses, to improve the position of women
to one of equality to men, we require the continuance of a strictly secular Government in
thorough eympathy with liberal thought and progress.

Grentlemen, [ do not propose to refer to tho various subjects that we have been con-
tinually pressing on the attention of our Government and of the public. This yenr, Mr.
Dadabhbai Naoroji (cheers} and our four Indian witnesses have stated our grievances before
the Welby Commission with a fulness and clearness which leave nothing to be desired.
They have stood the test of cross-examination by those who have constituted themselves
the advocates of Indian Government and their evidence will remain on record ss a protest
agninst some of the shortcomings of British administration. Our thanks are due to
them. (Cheers.)

FAMINE.

I shall atcordingly content myself with referring to certain notable events of this
year. Naturally, the terrible Famine that has devastated our country first claims our
attention. We render our hearty thanks for the magnificent aid reoeived by us from
the people of Great Britain and other countries. (Cheers.) We recognize the great
sympathy and ability with which the Famine administration was carried on in India.
But we cannot shut our eyes to the fact that the same energy, if directed to discover and
remove the causes of famine would be of far greater benefit to the country. (Hear, hear.)
At the root of these famines is the great poverty of India. (Hear, hear.) The Madras
Board of Revenue recently estimated on the returns furnished by local officials with
reference to ryotwary tracts, that, in a season described a3 generally favourable
for agricultural operations, there was no grain in the prosidency for five
out of a population of 28 millions. If this is true, the miserable state of the
people with regard to food supply in scasons less favourable may be easily con-
ceived. For ourselves, it is unnecessary o rely upon Government estimates and
returns. The poverty of the country reveals itself to us in every direction, in every shape
and form. Ytshows itself in the poor condition of the labouring population and of the
great majority of ryots who are under-fed, and who are without, not only the comforts, but
even the absolute necessaries of life and who leed & life of penury and toil unredeemed by
any hope of provision against the frequent vicissitudes of the soasons, sickness or old sge
when they must be dependent on relatives or strangers. The once well-to-do ryots are
becoming reduced to the position of poor tenants, their poverty preventing them from
carrying on any cultivation that requires capital. Parents find it difficult to give their
children the education which their profession or station in life demands, or indced any
education necessary wherewith to earn their livelihood ; the oxtreme poverty of the class
to which the majority of students belong could casily be ascertained. Even a partial
failure of crops in one year lcads to terrible scarcity or fsmine. Famine at certain
intervais of time is becoming a normal condition of things in India. In 1877 and again
this year, the loss of life bas been terrible. Each suceceding famine finds the staying
power of the masses ‘particularly in the ryotwary districts reduced. Is this stute of
things to continue for ever? Are we not entitled, are not those who so generously come
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to our help entitled to ask the responsible Government, whether any steps bave been taken
to. prevent a recurrence of the famine ! In afertile country, with every variety of clime
capable of producing every variety of product, with a population thrifty and hard-working,
if the produce is not sufficient for the population, it must be due to some defect in the
system of, administration ‘which-does not protect the fraits of industry but scares away
capital from the land. If the produce of the country is sufficient for the population and
yet as a fact the-food stock remaining in the country does not suffice for consumption, the
state of things must be due to some enormous drain on the resources of the country. The
feeling is gaining ground, that the Governmert is morally responsible for the extreme
poverty of the masses, for the scarcity that prevails almost every year in some part of the
country or other, for the famine that so frequently desolates the land and eclaims more
victims and erentes more .distress than under any civilized Government anywhere else
in the world- The flippancy that would dismiss the entire problem from consideration
with the remark that all this is due to over-population and. is irremedinble, is as dangerous
as i8 the deep-rooted belief that distress is a_visitation of Providence for the sins of our
rulers. One great Viceroy has had the question under consideration, and to him the
remedy in 80 far as the increase in wealth from the land is concerned was clear. It is .
.Permanent Settlement of Government Revenue from the land. The Settlement officer will
not then incréase the revenue and deprive the cultivator of the increased produce due to
his Iabour, or his capital, (Hear, hear.) Labour and capital will then be attracted to the
cultivation of the land. There will be a large increase in the agricultural produce
in Indin. There will always be a large reserve of food stocks in the country
available in times of scarcity. The fixity of texation will ereate a class of landholders
interested in the maintenance of law and order. " The polioy of Government was once

~ settled in favour of permanency, but in recent years under pressure mainly of Military

expenditure the policy has been changed and the revenue enormously raised. Our
Government ought {o concede the permanent settlement immediately to all parts of India
snd in those parts of India where from local circumstances a permanent limitation of land
"revenue is not feasible, it would bo a step in the right direotion if any increased demand
for revenue by Executive action is permitted only with the permission of the Legislative
Council, 'This would not be an adequate remedy, but 11: isa measure that will help to

The next remedy that obvmusly suggests :tself has refe:ence to  expenditure.
Government agencies nre notoriously extravagant, at least in the opinion of those who have
-t0 find the money, and the foreign policy of the Indian Government imposes a burden on
the tax-payer which is already becoming too heavy to bear. (Hear, hear.) The checks that
exist are pot sufficiently effective. The Budgets at present are only offered for oriticism.
They ought to be submitted to the Legislative Councils for approval and the members
ought to have the power of moving reeolutions in connection with them. As the officials
always form the majority, Government could never be embarrassed by an adverse vote,
wherens in its differences of opinion with the Home Government, a resolution of the
Legislative Council could naturally be a great support to it. The biggest item of
expenditure is the Military expenditure. Our true policy is a peaceful policy. We have
little, if anything, to expect from conquests. With such capacity for internal development
as our country possesses, with such orying need to carry out the reforms absolutely
necessary for our well-beieg, we want a period of prolonged peace. We have no complaint
againab our neighbours, either on our north-west or our north-cast frontier. If ever our

,_country is involved in war, it will be due to the policy of aggrandizement of the English

Government at London or Calcutta. An army is mamtmned at our cost far in excess
of what is required for us. The military element is ‘supreme in the Viceroy’s Council.
For interests other than Indian, countries are invaded, all the horrors of war let loose at’
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the expense of the Indian tax-payer. As England directs our foreign polioy and as wars
are undertaken to maintain English rule, the English treasury ought to pay the entire cost,
claim'ng contribution from India to the extent of India’s interest in the struggle. This
would secare a thorough discussion of any foreign policy in the English Parliament. It
would also enable Indian members in the Viceroy’s Council to protest ngainst any unfair
- distribution of the war expenditure when the Budget has to be passed.

INEQUALITY OF LAWS.

It is also fo be borne in mind that a large portion of this unnecessary expenditure
is due to the recognition, not perhaps openly in words, but in acts and polioy by
Government of the idea that the English are a foreign and superior race holding India by
~ the sword and that the Indians are, as a rule, not worthy of trust and confidence. To us
this idea is hateful and therefore we insist upon equality before law and Government. We
maintain that no distinotion ought to be made between classes or races, that the Queen's
Proclamation should be adhered to, and therefore we protest against the principle
underlying the Arms Act whereby no native of India may possess or carry arms without
special license while Europeans and Eurasians may bear arms unquestioned. We appeal to
our Government to authorize a system of Volunteering for Indians and not confine it
" practically to Europeans and Eurasians thereby creating and fostering olass prejudices.
For the same reason we demand that the military service in its higher grades should not
be restricted to Europeans alone but should be practically opened to the natives of thia
oountry and that colleges be established for training them for the military career. On the
same ground we press for admission into the Public service on an equal footing with
Europeans./Apart from economie necessily, the stability and permanence of British
connection require that not only mo positive disqualification should exist but that the
rules intended to make the declarations of 1833 and the Queen’s promise of 18568 a dead
lotter must be removed. For, the Oivil Bervice, the Police, the Forest Service, the Salt
Service, and even the Educational Service rules are framed apparently on the assumption
that a Europesn is by mere reason of his nationility fit and an Indian for {he same reason
is unfit for the higzher appointmrents in those services. '

The concession of these demands means an enormoua inorease.in India’s defensive
strength ngainst any foe ; itmeans a reduction in faxation which ot the rate it is now
growing, must involve the ruin of the country. (Hear, hear.) These distinctions on the
other hand oast a slur on our loyalty, accentuate race prejudices in a most invidious form
and relegate Indisns to the position of an inferior race and silently ensure the emasculation
of our manhood. The disastrous consequences of this race question are already opparent.
Englishmen and other European Colonists in South Africa and Australia refuse to treat us
on terms of equality and jusiify their refusal on account of our degraded position in our
own country.- (Hear, hear.) On the other hand, a section, I hope a very small section, of
our fellow-subjects regarcs a foreign power of its own religion following a course of policy
apparently abhorrent to the conscience of the English public, with feelings which, though
nnconsciously, took their origin in the refusal of Englishmen fo treat them as fellow-
citizens in reality and not merely in name. To this feeling of race superiority is also due
the frequent contempéuous treatment of respectable people by soldiers, a treatment which
rendera them a terror to peaceful inhabitants, and which according to the confessions
apparently believed by Government has led to the Poona tragedy. The racial feeling I
refer to, is confirmed by the belief generally entertained in India that it is slmost impos-
sible to secure the conviction of a European accused of any heinous offence. (Hear, hear.)
" If that feeling is justified by the action of our nuthorities, then the position is deplorable.
If the impression is unwarranted, then its origin must be due to the idea of inequality
before law generally entertnined. On this race question, no concession is possible. No
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compromise can be accepted 80 far as it lies in us. We must insist on -perfect equality.

. Inequality means race inferiority, national abasement.. Acquisition, therefore, of all eivil

rights conferred on Englishmen, removal-af all disabilities on Indians a3 puch—these must
be our aim. (Hear, hear.) -

-

THE POONA INCIDENTS.

I shall now briefly refor to the Poona plague operations and their unfortunate develop-
ments. This coantry was passing through a terrible ordeal. Poverty which may be said
to be the normal condition:of our masses deepened into famine. In the Bombuy Presi
denoy, it was followed by plague, a terrible disease for which no remedy has yet been dis-
covered. . The mensures which the Government had to take for its suppression in Poona
which was badly affected were said to have interfered with the domestic habits of the
Hindus and Mahomedans ; soldiers who were employed to enforce these Government

_mensures were rightly or wrongly, generally believed to have insulted women and defiled

places of worship. The result was. prostration of the people. A feeling of helplessness
came over them. In Western countrics, the result would have been lawlessness. In
Poona, many contented themselves with abandoning their homes. Some resigned them-
gelves to sullen apathy and despair. There were a fow who protested against Gtovernment
mensures, pointing out their unnecessary harshness. Amongst thoss who protested was
Mr. Natu, a leading Poona Sirdar. His formal written complaints recently published in
England disclose, if any reliance can be placed on them, a state of affairs which certainly
demanded attention. Let me give you a brief summary of his eomplaints._ :

- The inspection of houses by soldiers seems to have been carried out w:thout notice by
forcing open, very often unanecessarily whea there were other means of entrance, the. locks
of the shops and the houses when the owners were absent and absolutely no attempt was
made to protect the properties or the houses. No notice was taken of complaints con-
corning them. A Hindu lady was assaulted by a soldier and Mr. Natu reported the
matter to the authorities producing the witnesses.. No notice was vouchsafed. The
goldiers were refractory and any complaint against them was regarded es obstruction.

— When a_man fell ill many neighbouring families were takert to the segregation camp end

left there without any covering to protect their body or any furniture, their property at
home including horses, cows and sheep being left unprotected... A man was unnecessarily
taken to the hospital and sent back as not being affected by plague to find his furniture
destroyed and his poor, wife and relatives forcibly removed and detained in the segregation
camp. Temples were defiled by soldiers and his own temple was entered by them on-
account, Natu believes,"of his impertinence in making a complaint. An old man who
succeeded in satisfying the search party that he was not suffering from plague was detained
in jail some hours for having obstruoted the search party, the obstruction apparently con-
pisting in the delay csused by him. Insult was the reward for the services of volunteers
and their suggestions were treated with contumely. You all know how sensitive our
Mahomedan fellow-subjects are about the privacy of their women. And when Mr. Natu
guggested that the services of Mahomedan voluntears should be availed of, to searck the
Mohomedan quarter, he was told that his conduet was improper and his services volun.
tarily rendored were dispensed with. Mr, Natu brought all this fo the notice of the-
officials, pointed out that the operations were carried on against the spirit of the rules

- and complained that there was s great amount of unrest. The Indian newspapers gave

prominence to these and similar complaints. They compared the English Government to
other'Governments very much to the disadvantage of the former. The Mahratta com-
plained,\“w]iflngue is more merciful to us than its human prototypes now reigning in the
city.......The tyranny of the Plague Committee and its chosen instruments is yet tco
brutal to allow respectable people to breathe at ease.” And it was added that * every one
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- of these grievances may be proved to the hilt if His Excellency is pleased to enquire into
the defails.,” These represenfations were certainly entitled to attentive consideration,
howaver much the authorities might have disagreed with them. Their objects wore honest,
their methods were proper. Their langusge was not respectful, it was perhaps violent,
but men dominated by feelings of distress are often carried beyoud what strict prudence
would dietate. (Hear, hear.) The violence seems to have been proportionate to the
contempt with which the complaints were treated. But to the Indisn mind the iden of
creating a feeling of disaffection with a view to overthrow the English Govornment is
simply Judicrous, (Hear, hear, cheers.) Language which to a. lawyer savoured perhaps
of sedition was only intended by its violence to attract attention, and such langusge was

only caused by the bitter leeling that milder representations by a race not 8o law-abiding '

as the Indians would have received immediate and careful attention. However, while
these plague operations were being carried out, tho President of the Plague Committoe, to
the horror and alarm of the native community, was murdered on what happened to be
the Jubilee celebration day. To the Indian mind it was clear that this was nothing more
than an unfortunate coincidence. (Hear, hear.)

But its effect was very different in certain quarters. ,An Englishman in India is in
a strange world ; with his energy, practical will and ideas of freedom, he fails to un-
derstand and perhaps despise a nation given up to metaphysical dreams which does not
regord material prosperity as the great object of life. [n other parts of the world «n-
der European sway, in Africa and America an alliance with a European i eagerly sought
while in India where also he is master, he is regarded by the castes as impure whoss touch
is pollution. With such differences in thought and feeling, no wonder that ordinary
Engiishmqn ignore the people entirely and do not try to understand them. Hence their
limited .comprehension. Not knowing the native mind they exasggerate the importance of
trifles which only rufHle the surface of native feeling, and atfributo fo certain events a
significance which however juslifiable in England do- not even deserve a passing motice in
India. The dificulties of English administration bosed on this misunderstanding are
increased by misrepredentations. Labouring under this incapacity to discover the mental
condition of the Indian masses, the Anglo-Indian papers are not generally safe guides. In
times of excitement in particular, some of them prove positively mischievous. (Shame.)

. —

Thus, it is not a matter for surprise that a soction of the Apglo-Indian Press dis-
covered deep design in the Poona murder. They found a pretext for the murder in the
plague measures taken by Government. That the Native Press denounced euch mensures
confirmed their suspicion. That the murder took place on the day of a great world-wide
rejoicing proved fo their satisfaction n deep-laid conspiracy which could have been planned
only by educated cunning. Almost every incident that took place in Poona was pressed
jnto the servico to support this theory of conspiracy, and nn nttack was commenced on the
Vernacular Press and the educated Indians, perhaps unexampled in its virulence since the
Mutiny ; 8 gogging nct was loudly demanded, the policy of imparting education to the
‘Indians was questioned, the ptess in England was worked, nnd the Europesns were thrown
into a panic. The atiack on the educated Indians and the Vernacular Press was brutal
and cowardly. It was suggestod as a matter for regret that the native mind had forgoiten
the Iessons of the Inst matiny, that a fresh mutiny would clear the air, particularly as the
Mahratias were not in the show of 1857. It was insisted that the Native Pross wes
seditious and was responsible for the murder, and a section of the Anglo-Indian Press
demanded the punishment by name, of Mr. Tilak (cheers), tbe man who had strongly
attacked and denounced the measures of (Government. The unreasoning panie into wlich
the Anglo-Indian community was driven by this malignant sttack and its unfortunate
success in inflaming the English public, forced, according to the English papers, the hands
of the Secretary of State, and Lord Sandhurst bad to take measures which, it is believed,
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he would never have sanctioned i he had remained a free agent. (Hear, hear.). Ostensibly
to discover the murderer, but acting on the theory that the murders wera the result of 8
conspiracy for which the Vernacular Press was responsible;thé Government arrested the
Natu brothers under the promlons ‘of an old Inw intended for lawless times to secure
the peace of the country. Mr. Tilak and the - detors of * two  Vernacular
papers were prosecuted ; and a punitive foree was imposed on the Poona Municipality.
The arrest of the Natu brothers was and must remain a great blunder. It recalls the
worst days of irresponsible despotiem. Liberty ‘of person and proparty is a farce i you
are liable to be arrested, imprisoned, and your property. sequestered at the will and
pleasure of Government without being brought to trial. (Hear, hear.) We shall before,
we part, I have no doubt, express our emphatxc protest against t}h:s proeeedmg a

The Editor of one of the paperé was {ried by a judge. thhout a jury and was oon-_
vioted and sentenced to a term of imprisonment which can be earplnmed only by the panie
which seized the entire European community. Mr. Tilak was tried by a judge and jury.
A European—he need not even be a subject of the Empress—-—mny claim to be iried bysa
jury of whom at least one-half shall be Europeans. This is practwally an efficient protec-
tion not only agninst the executive but against popular excitement. TIn the case of an
Indisn, the entire Anglo-Indien community may be most unrehsonably and passxonately
prejudiced against him ; he may be an object of violent nntxpathy to the other Taces; yet
he oannot claim fair trial at the hands of his countrymen. (Shame.): He must submit to
be quietly convicted after, it may be, the farce of a trial ;- for a trisl seldom restrains men
who are passionately excited, and the trial by jury, an mstxémon intended for the protec:
tion of the prisoner in such circumstances proves a delusion fand s snare by depriving '
prisoner of the right of appeal. Mr. Tilak, there can'be schreely any donbt {woﬂd:‘::
claimed a trial by a jury.of whom one-half were Indians, if to the Indian thdlaw allowed
the same protection that it affords to the European. 1If thers is-auny offence in India which'
ought to be tried by a native jury, it is the o&‘enoa.'of sedition. If was possiblé that
a native jury -who knew’the language and who' wwtte in a more favorable position to form
a correct judgment of the probable and- jntended offect of the articles on ngtive mind
would not have convicted ; it was certain that ‘a’ European jury in that state of publis

axcitoment would convict, By exercising its right of challenge the prosecation was able to - |

gecure a ]Eﬁf 4iX Europeans—the number necessary fo secure a conviction—~and three
Indions, and the verdiot was maturally- 6 to' 8. In a far stronger. case tried by an
experienced Chief Justice who had. been. trained in Enghsh .courts, and retained the
instinots of an Englishman, the Judge refused to accept the verdict of 7.to 2, when there
waa only oné native on ‘the jury. (Hear, hear.) In prison, these men, after conviction,
have been treated as ordinary oriminals. You are perhaps aware that, in Englang, a man
convicted of sedition is not treated as an ordinery eriminal, sedition being regarded a
political offonce, but in India apparently one is su‘b;eot to the ordmnry hardshnpa of
prison life, (Shame.) »

This Poona incident enforces the necessity of ceascloss mgilanoe in keepmg the Enghsh
public correctly informed of whatever passes in India and of thus’ counteracting_ the ‘mis-
chievous effucts of the dissemination of incorrect news. I{ emphasises the. necessity of
oxtonding the syatem of trial by jury to India on the same conditions as it is- granted to
Earopeans. I also shows that the Executive Government can deprive us of our liberty of
porson and property wt its own will and pleasure. It has brought into disagreesbls
prominence the unsaticfactory nature of the law of sedition. - The Covermment of India
have anndunced their intention to alter such law in the light of recent events. We trust
the Government will bear in mind that in the circumstances of this country, anything
which checks freedom of publio discussion is most deplorable. Such check.may become a
temporary, it dangerous bar to quist and steady progress.- The stream of our national
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progress will nevertheless move on. It will become dry only when our hely rivers of
India become dry. (Hear, hear.) - Ite progresa at present under sympathetic guidance is
#mooth. Its unwise-obstraction may compel underground passages or its overflow. (Hoar,
hear.) Itisa sad commentary on a century of British rule that a Vernacular paper hes

_ had to close its office with these words: * It is no more now-a-dnya safe to conduot nows- -
- - papers, hence we, who have other means of livelihood to support, make our exit, and de not

foel any more mneecessity- of atiending -the Deputy Commissioner’s bungalow to offer
- explanations for certain writings.,” (Hear, hear, cheers.)

- Though the Pross prosecutions are ‘over, -the . Giovernment has not answered tho
question that will be asked by Posterity, and that is being asked by India now. Was
there any foundation for the complaints made by these various men, some of them honor-
ably distinguiched? Why have they been led to commit those acts which have now
been declared to be offences t If they are not justified, if thoy cannot prove their alle-
gations, they cannof be condemned too strongly ; they will then have proved a curse to our
<country for the mischief they have committed. If, on the other hand, it was o righteous
indignation for the sufferings of their countrymen that led them to juil, it will be diffioult

io blame those who extend their sympathy to them. {Hoar, hear.)

. ... Wae deprocate most strongly any mtemperate language in ecriticizing Qovernmont
~ measures. Wo are bound to assume that any objectionable ‘measure must have been due
~ either to ignorance or to error of judgment. “We have also to remember that aftor all our

salvation lies in bringing home to the majority of the people ol England our real wishes

. and feelings and that the persons whose actions are oriticised are their own kith and kin,

that the system of Government we attack was framed by men for whom they feel just
vospect and esteem. Any violence therefore will do us infinite harm, it may possibly pre-
-vent us from securing o hearing. A false, incorrect, or even doubtful ollegation will dis-
eredit us in the eyes of Englishmen, and the eause of reform mny be thereby put back for
gonerations.

Let me say at once that in the remarks T make I deem it ‘superfluons to proolaim our
loyalty to the British throne or fo the British constitution, or to add that we have not the
elightest sympathy with any speech or writing- which would regard a severance of our
connexion e a desirable consummation. (Hear, hear,) 'We naturally take a pride in the
lives of the great men who have lived for India, and we would draw the attention of our
Tulers to that part of our ancient history which we think they might usefully study.
{Hear,hear.) But we are also aware that the present has its roots in the past and the past
.- ia responsible for our lowly condition. We, who olaim equality at the hands of Englishwen,
would deplore and resist any attempt fo revive the days whon any caste or class as such
was privileged before the law, when a Brahmin, for instancs, could claim immunity from
punishment | * We ¢laim equality for all, Brahmins and Pariahs alike. It is this same
fecling that prompis our criticism of any aot on the part of our Rulers which may seem to
recognize any inequality. It is by the removal of these inequalifies before law between
Europesn and Indian and by the degree o:l self-government. conceded to us thut wo mef-
sure QUL Progress towards freedom.

Gentlemen, I have done. I am nfrmd I have wearied you with my lengthy remarks
{voices—No, no), but I hope I have succoeded in placing before you clearly some points
relating to our present political condition. We have no need to despair of our political
Juture so long as we depend upon Great Britain, but let us at the same time be alive to our
duties and responsitflities. (Hear, hear.) India expects great things from ns ; the whole
civilized world i watching the changes ocoming over us. Shall we be content to leave
India as it is, or ehall we go on and do all in our power to lift it to a higher level. Years
of subjection, nay, we may even eay servitude, have sapped the strength of the Indiam
pation, dwarfed ité growth, and stripped it of all that was grand and noble in it, and it
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India is ever to oooupy a better position than she fills at the present moment and take her
proper place in the scale of nations, it must be entirely due to the zealous efforts of her
educated and enlightened sons. Let ¢ Nil desperandum > be our motto ; Iet not: ¢ insidions
smile or angry frowa ’ deter us from following the straight path of duty; and with the
woelfare and progress of our land as our end and aim; let us ende_avour under a eolemn eense
of responsibility ‘as well as loyalty to our couniry and to our sovereign, to bring about that
glorious future which must inevitably crown our efforts. ' (Loud and continued choers.)

Mz. P. N. Joa (Berar No. 53 on the list) then gave a summary in the Marathi
language of the Chairman’s speech and the President’s address.” ;

Mz, BEUPENDRANATH Basy (Bengal No. 664 on the list) :=—I beg to propose three

cheers for the President (cheers), and three more for hm address. (Cheers.)

The Preaxdent —A.ccordu:g to praotxce, the Secretury of the Reception Committee
will read oot the names of the gentlemen who form the Sub]ects ‘Committee,

TrE SecrrTARY, Mr. R. N. MupaOLEAR (Berar No. 60 on the Imt) :—Mr. President,
Ladies and Gentlemen,~~The names-of the gentlamen sent up by the several Congress
Committees are as follows ;e

EX—OPFICIO MEMBERS

1. Tar HoN’sik Mz. C. BasgaraN Nar (Praszdent) -

2. ' Mg. D. B, Wacga (Joint General Sécretary). - :

8. » W.C. Boxnerize (Standing Counssl, Bengal). - _

4. . Ter Hon’sra Rax Basapur P. ANanpa CHARLY (Standmg Counsel, Madras),

5. Mz. G. 8. Kuaparpr (Chairman, Reception Committee). .

6. , R.N.MuproLkar (Secretary, Reception Gommlttee)

7. , B.H. Karanpigax (Secretary, Receptmn Oomnnttee)

MA.DRAS- ot
1. Sumr SEr1r Pabuawasma Nazais on, 211& Prmce Parla-
kimidi se e el W e we a Madras.

2. Hox’sre 0. VimaracEAVA CHARIAB S Wi e Doy

3. » N.Suema Row s e e Ceses aw© e Do

4. Mn. Jonx Apax .. ove’ v e wee win e. Do.

8. s G. SuBRAMANIA I¥ER... .’ . wi® . weo v’ . Do

6., P.RaMeBANDRAPILTAL  _ wee Cai . wn . e . u. . Do

7. » V.Ryro Nampuar ., vee o ses s see s ave 1w 1. Do.
. 8 , P .Kzsava Puiar ... she L eme o eve - wis o ees g DO

9., B.Paixy'Aupr MoopLisr . ... . ve aie . e Do
10. ,, X.P. AcHurea MENon v ere e wee . Do .
11, A.O.Parrassavaray Napy e i e e Do
2., T.M. Arvo Neoaweior .. .. ... .. .. Do
13. ,, M. Ramaxsarv Nawmv v ees wes  wr ' we Do
14, 7 M. Gorara MzroN ... oo e e weswn Do
15. ,, Powwampara Mooprir Cses e v . es Do
16. 5 B.S.RamaGuee ... .. .. .. . .. Do

17, ,, G. Vexgara Raxea Row ... ... T e " e Do.".~
18. ,, §. SEesEA SasTRIAR ... wr , ems b owee T eee o e DOL

19. 5, SEETHARAMAAE v s e hen e . Do
20. ,, 8. AupiNARAYANA Row  .we een e ‘ T : DO-
BOMEAY. RPN
1. Tus Hon 518 D. 8. Garud We o wme . tmew,  ewe  aed Bombny
2. MR C. H. SETALVAD e ves . ese s+ dea - —  ase. RTINS DD- b
3 » RUSTAME. R.EAMA vo wee . wee . wee are. Do

4' . .I’nor' G‘ Kc GOKHALE ’ R . ser , wme v esa . wee wae Do‘
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Mz N Q. EBLEAR cie . cen . .oe»
n, 8.6 Drvapmar Lees . eme s
s JRISHNAJL Aw: q_q‘nun_ e e
R : BERAR.
Rao Sanes DEorA0 VINAYAR . e - . .a
MrP.N.Joo | w.  ae. e e
» M.V.J0oSEL i ae . e
» D.V.BraGWAT ... . .
Dr. G. V.KHOT .. wve  wee aue
Mg. PANDURANG GOVIND 4o wes . . ae
» B. N.MUDHOLEAR .. oo . e
p N.GEBTEAR «ii  aie | we wue
» L. C. Bawar ..
» SAMDEO i e e e
w M.B.Bamar ., . | ae ae
5 (anEsH NAGESH v e e
n V.H. DESHMUERH ... .
» Y.G. DESHPANDE .. w0 " ..
YrsawANT VaMAN DIGHE - ws ...
» V.EEKALE .. .. ..
» Y.0.KESEAR . vn wee e
s M.K. Cr1iM1g.. “we o o
» M. G, Damre ... .. v e
p B.RANGAL wie i e ae
Du. R N. MUDROLKAR v wee  aee
Mg. M. B. MaRATHE . by e
» W.N.Joa o e e .
y» SaDASEIV NABAYAN we e ow
y *W.B.PiurLigar .. e
D. Q. PATWARDEAN ... aen i
N.E.DATE  iv ver vee e
V. H.KARANDIKAR .o eer  oii
R._V.-MAHAJ.:A.}.II - o

Mg. BALVANTRAO MAHAIAN - 0. ...
» Barzmao Daba... .o .
Pror. MUKBRIEE .. wee vee e
Mz. K. 5. BHAWALEAR  «eo * e e
D.N.KHABR ...’ eo oo _eee
s HARI Vauaw KELRAR . e
s - RAYARAM BiTaRaM DIXIT 000 Ly
", MaDHAORAO PADHYE ... u ..
ProP. ACHYUT SITARAM SATHE o oee

»

. Mz. Kesuao M. EAWALE oo . ooe e

KesBao V. JosEl | ...
BHAGIRATHA PRASAD .uo” eee

I |
» Govinp M. Baoka®s ... . .
,» GuUNESE WasuDEo Saxz e e

Princirar K. G. Tamuax ... e ene
-Mr. Ramerav Boepr ves e

,, BALIRAMPANT DESHMUKH .0 o

CENTRAL PROVINCES,

«.. Poona,

«.Central Provinces.

Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.

Do.
Do.
Do.
. Do,
Do.
Do.
Do,
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do,
Do.
Do.
Do.
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BENGAL. . .

1. Mg J.GHOBAL ... e e ass sas 4w oy Caloutta.
9. Tggs Hon’sik SURENDRANATH BANERIBA .oo © v f..;-‘ el Dou
3. Bapu Kar1PrasaNNA KAVYAVISHARAD *  +ee’ ~eee see esa - Do
4 , DBOUPENDRAMATEBASU .- suer. s @ e e Do
5. 4 MomLALGROSE  wi  wce  wee - nee ais. s’ Doe
6. , Higexpravars Dorr o came s e ey Do

7. 5 Aunrr Krigana Myrpics “ o ;_., .

see” __7' ae e Dm’
8. De.M.M BosE .. ... '

gee  tdan tags  Cees ap Do.
9. Basu SuresE CEUNDRA. SAuumw‘ Pt F e wes e Do
10. Dr. NinL RATAX SIRCAR  se. 4ee o ere  “ois ewe aie - Dow -
11. Mz Prrrawis CHUNDRA ROY - - v’ “ue -~ uee . 3 3o - Don
12. ,, J. Cuauvaver, Rajshahye Ditt. ~uwie " iee e, = ae .Do.

13. Basy Niragun Coaxpra CHATTRRIEE (34 Purgnnnahs)... - ws Do
14 ', . UPENpBANATE BN, Burdwan e - s Ceess, . w Do -
15. ,  Hazjrzasap CHATTERIEE, Nnddea...—. P I
16. , - P.N. Mukerseg, Nuddea. . Ceae ee A see Dou
17. 5 Krisana Kosar Mirea, Malmansmgh aes e see Do
_18. ,  Ras Ermsmxa Sixma, Maimansingh. N o
19. ,, Awmsica CuaRAN MozooMpaRr, Faridpur ... e - Dou
20. , Brrix Crunpra Paz, SBylhet - wen e ade © wes - DoOo
91. ,, RasH Bemamirarn Maxpar, Bhagalpur District L e Do
22. ,  A~anT Prasap Manpar, Bhagalpur District «. Do.
93, ,; Boagunes Narm Szx, Moorshidabad ¢ .. ... ... Do.
924, , Hemespra Nata Szn, Moorshidabad - -.‘..j " e we Do
25. ,  Birpvawarm Sarcam, Moorshidabad.., * - " de " we Do
" 96, —y— -Momi1N1 MoHUN CHARKRAVARTI, Bnbnn “eeeexe ese_ Do
97, , JNANENDRANATE Bosg, Midnapur -... -ise  wee .., Do
28, y Hemesppanats Bosk, Midnapur .. ge e e {Dc:
- NWP.ANDOUDH.‘.,“} ST

1, Pasmr Bisaax Nmmn Dar :.;Q.. b Theis e s Lucknow,
"2, Bavu Gavoa Prasad VimMA - e Tewl Cee The el o Do

3. Lara Somnsnwmms - ...j' e’ s e one. Allghabad,

4, MR A NUSDY .-lice  -veee’ “feen’ " ‘ees “ens s’ " “ees Gorakhpur.

5, Basv Jucun KisEorE e ane ans siv s +s. DBemares.

6. Punprr Mapan MoHAN MALAVIYA . .o . _g wee s Allahabad, -

" 7. Baru Jivax CHANDRA MUKERIEE.. e ‘g sis  aw Do
PUNJAUB. -

1. Bassm J'ust.m - o T e pox  age I’un]aub

I beg to propose that theﬁe gentlemen be appomted -to serve on. the Sub;ects’ Com-
mittee.

M. J. Ghosal ; Ibeg to second the propoaal. e e T

The President : It has been duly proposed and saconded’ that the gentlemen whose
names have been read out to you do Berve on the Bnb;ects’ Commxttee Do you approve of

- /
[

The resolution was carned unammously

The President : We must now adjourn the Congresa to 11-30 .l. s tomorrow. The
meombers of the Subjects’ Comm;ttea wxll meet in hali an hour.
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Tuesday, 26th December 1897.

| The Congr;sss reaséemblea at 11-30 a.m. _
' The President : Gentlemén, the rules for the conduoct of business will now be read Second Day.

_39' you by Mr, '(::'rhosn.l. Lo ' Rules for the
- LT .. ‘ duct of busi-
. - Mr.J, Ghosal (Caleutts, No. 665 o the list) : The following are the rales :— vess o

-'_;«1. ., On ax'lf point of order, the deoision of the _President' shall be final, and no dis
cussion shall he a_llowed thpre_upon. :

~" 2 Noone who is not o Delegate will be allowed to address the Conjress or vote on
any matter{_, , TR ‘ _ .

- 3.' ' _Everg Déléé;té 'mﬁst:*_ p.cldress the assembly from the platform.

* 4.-The prop'osafs, secom_iérs and supporters of each resolution will be selected by
the Subjects’ Committee. -

¢ - 5, The President will allot the time during which each spsaker can speak, and no
-one should exceed thia without the special permission of the President. The President
will sonnd his gong once to warn each spoaker when the time allotted to him is drawing
"to a close, and he will sound it a second time when that period has elapsed ; and should
_he consider that the speaker ought to cease speaking, the President will touck the gong
‘agniﬁ;—v‘rmm‘m_.spen}gr mnusé, ,therg and then_, close Liis address,

' 6.’ ,A-ny Delegate, not selected, but who may wish to speuk on. any rosolution, shonld-
send in his name and that of the Congress circle to which he belongs, legibly written on
a piece of paper to the President, and mey speak when called upon by the President to-

doso. . ) L Y, )
) - 3 -
© 7. Any one wishiug to propose any amendment to any resolution must send to the
President o elip of paper conteining the amendment, his own name and that of his
seconder, as also the names of the Congress circles, to which they respectively belong; a
similar slip should be handed fo the Reporter.

8. . Auny one who wishes to propose 8 new subject for discussion by the Congress -
must give previous notice of it in writing to the President at the commencement of thae
sitting, with a copy of any resolution he wishes to propose, bis own name, snd the name
of the Congress gircle he belongs fo. ’ '

-9, -No other business shall bo bronght forward before the Congress until the subjects
and i"ésolhtic)ns approved by the Subjects’ Committes have heen disposed of.

.. 10 But afterwards, it ‘time permits, any Delegate, who shall have given notice
in writing st the commencement of the sitting, to the President of his desire to have a
patticular subject discnased, or a definite resolution, which ha sets forth, proposed, shall.
have a right to do 8o, and s Delegate who at sny time _previous to ris’ng sball have given
such notice may, with the permission of the President, rise and ask the President to fake
tho sense of the assembly as to whether sach a sibject will be discussed. No speaking -
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ut this stage shall be allowed. The President will simply” read out the subject and the
proposed resolytion and make any such remarks as he considers essential and take a vote
of the assembly as to whether the subjeot ghall or shall not be discussed. If the vote is in
the affirmative, the proposer will then set forth the subject and the resvlution he therein
proposes with such explanations as he considers neces;sary, _and. then, aiter due discussion,
the question will be disposed of in the usual way. If the vote is in the negafive, the
subject shall be at once dropped. : -

The President : I propose to allow ten minut'es to proposers of resolutiéms and five
minutes to seconders and other speakers. The first resolution will now be moved by Mr.
D. E. Wacha. ) )

Mz. D. E. Wacaa (Bombay, No. 53 on the list) —

Myr. DPresident, ladies and gentlemen :—The resolution - which has been
entrusted to me rums a8 follows :—< That this Congress -expresses its deep and
earnest conviction that the present Frontier policy of the Government of India is injurious
$o the best interests of the British Empire in general, and this country in particular, as it

" involves frequent military expeditions beyond the present limits of the British Indinn

Empire and causes great loss of valuable lives and public money ; and therefore entreats
the British Nation to put a stop to this aggrossive policy and to lay down that if such ex-
peditions are found necessary; they being for Imperial purposes, the major portion ‘of
their expenses should be defrayed by the British Exchequer.” :

This is a really threshed out subjact. From the very date of its inception since 1885,
we have discussed at almost every session of the Congress this question of military ex-
penditure and the cost of the frontier wars arising out of the active prosecution of what is
known as the  Forward Polioy.” I doubt whother there has been a single sitting of the
Congress when the aubject has not been in one ‘form or another discussed and perhaps no
member of the Congress has spoken so often in great details on it as the person who is
addressing you just now. (Cheers,) Thauks to the Chitral expedition and the recent
events that have occurred in the Malakand Pass and in the Kurram Valley, we are once
more constrained o express our opinion on this occasion, and that, too, in more emphatic
terms tha}n before. You are no doubt all familia¢ with the latest stages of what is called
the frontier policy. Thanks to this policy, the whole public opinion of England has been
aroused on the subject which in itself is a great gain, for, were it not for this particular
exped.iti.on that has fivetted the attention of the world since July last and the heavy oost
that it is going to entail vn the Indian Exchequer, possibly, Euglish ‘opinion would not
harve been.' roused to the extent to which it has been. There is, however, one thing which
I lmvcf pointedly to bring to your notice and it is this : that oll the prophecies of the Con-
gress in reference to militgry expenditure, the financinl burdens that it ontails on the
oou.ntry, and the evil consequences arising therefrom, have been sI;ley and steadily
verified (hear, bear) ; so much so, that even the people of England are now appalled at the
cost‘oi the expedition following on the heels of what is8 now known to be the .greatest
famine of the century. That eminent member of the Cabinet, Sir Michael Hicks-Beach,
Gh“‘f“‘uo" of the Excheguer, Sir Hoary Fowler anfl several other prominent members of
Porliament have expressed ‘themselves in favour of a contribution from -the Imperial
treasury tOW'fl‘dS tlzm expenditare. You may, therefore, judge for yourselves how far the
Con.gr‘ess dehb?ratlons and the prophecies on this subject have been verified. ‘The Con-

gress i many x_mportant matters, besides this, has vindicated itself from the date it was
mai::ut:le:ttf l:lns day a3 could be seen from the events that have happeﬁed. Another
‘]:: o re::‘; to bring %o your notice is this : That slowly and steadily the agitation

~ g rom year to year on some of the principal topics has borne and is about

-
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o bear fruit. . The agitation has had to bo carried on for years together, sometimes under Second Day.
great dificulties, but it has eventually been crowned with success. Take, for instance, the Besolution 1.
Legislative Councils. It is we who agitated for their reform. It is our agitation thathas  Froutier ler Folioy.

“1ed to their expansion since 1893, Similarly with the Punjub Legislative Conueil, with mjg D, E. Waona.

. the Public Service, with the Royal Commission on the growth of expenditurs, and other
topics which the Congress brought o the notice of the Goverhment during the past
12 years. - Thus, our success in the past leads me to think that in the agitation that we are
going to have at the present moment, we shall meet with similar good results. As they

" 8ay, every evil has its good. The evils of famine and plague, combined with those of the
costly expedition now going on on the frontier, have all brought in their train one good
$5 us, and, that one good is that the public opinion of England hnas been thoroughly

- aroused on the mischievous character of the forward policy. That fact is most significant.

_ Tt means that we are nearing the first stage to success. (Chgers.) I need mot travel over
the same ground that I did in previous years. Yet I may briefly point out to you, what
the principal causes are, apart from exchange—a secondary faotor only,—which have led
1o the financia! ombarrassment of the Indian treasury for 5o many years past, partioularly
the embarrassment caused by the Military Deportment of the Indian Government,

" Firatly, under the Army Amalgamation Scheme, whereby Indian <roops were amalgamated
with the Queen’s troops in 1859, India was made a joiné paréner with England in all army
affuirs, a joint partner surely but neither a predominant partner mor a partaer who had
any voice. No. India was simply coerced into a joint partnership with England without
any voice in the management of the expenditure on her own army. This Amalgamation

Scheme has been the fountain source of all the financiol evils, which have since flown from

" it. Tt is to this ill-fated scheme of 1859, which was put into force against the united
opinion of qualified experts of the day, that the country owes its present pecuniary condi-

" tion. The second eause of all this appalling military expenditare that has gone on for
the Inst 20 years is this precious “ Forwnrd Policy ¥ which is now universally condemned.
It originated in a minute based on a scheme of General John Jacob that was first sub-

" mitted to Lord Conning’s Government so far back as 1856 by Sir Henry Green, a dis« .

tinguished Sindh Frontier officer, with reference to the policy the British Indian Govern.

ment should adopt as regards the frontier beyond India’s natural line of defence. The
ultimate object nimed at was, of course, the absorption of the whole of the intervening
- 4ribal territories botween Indis and Afghanistan which are the subject of so much atten-

" tion at the present moment. It also aimed at the ocoupation of Afghanistan whenever the
opportunity offered itself. - It is historically inacourate to say that this forward policy is
of today or yeésterday. There are records and blug-books ; there are despatches and other

"State papers, which he who runs may read, showing ' that this forward policy is a" fized
policy not of yesterday or of today, but 6ne which dates, as far back as 1856. (Hear, hear.)

Xt was in that yedr that General John Jacob; of Sind remown, seizing the opportunity
‘afforded Dby the eventa of the Crimean war, had first framed his scheme, but the statcsman.
ship of Lord Canning and the other gentlemen associsted with him in the Government
of the day put their foot on if ; and eo far General Jacob’s minute was pigeonholed. But

it was pigeonholed only for a time in order fo be dragged out of its recess again and

developed 8o as to be brought within the pale of practical politics by no less a person than

Sir Henry Rawlinson, a dashing military officer who had served as Ambassador at Teheran,
in Porsis, of which he was greatly enamoured, of course, from the point of view of land
grabbers. Earth hunger was ss keen then as now. Sir Henry was a member of the India
Council when he revised in 1865 the forward policy of General Jacob and Sir Henry

" Green. . The principal puint urged in that famous minute was that, owing to the advance

- of Pussia near Central Asia, it was the duty of England also to make a move forward

" beyond the confines of Peshawar. It is this fatal minute which is bearing such "evil fruit

' foday. Most of you may be unaware of thai minute of Sir Henry Rawlinson. It was
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till lately buried in the ponderous tomes known as the Blue-books' on Central Asia., But
the forward policy hes itself been instrumental- in unearthing it: The Liberal Press .has
once more recalled it to public memory. I would strongly advise you, gentlemen and
delegatos, to read, mark and inwardly digest that minute in order tos thoroughly under-
stand the various phases of the forward policy originally sketched in 1856, develop-
ed for practical purposes in 1866, but actively- carried into execution since 1876
when Quetta and Baluchistan were first acquired. It was in that year that Shere Alj,
the Amir of Afghanistan, was struggling with internal difficulties ir his own dominions.
Hence it was considered a most favourable opportunity by .the Jingo party in power in -
England to seize if, make a move forward, and if possible to occupy Afghanistan. It was
this party, at whose head wag Mr. Disraeli, who invited Lord Northbrook, the then Viceroy
and Governor-General of India, to find a pretext for hostilities with the Amir. But His
Lordship was a sagacious statesman who knew exactly what the invitation meant.. He knew
thoroughly well that once English soldiers put their foot beyond -Peshawar there would
be no halting. BStep by etep there would be an advance. Post after post would have to
be occupied and fortified. The Government would be impelled to go forward and forward .
until none ¢ould say where it might be made to halé eventually.” Lord Northbrook. could
ensily forecast what the future of that policy would be. "Hence when he was invited by
Mr. Disrenli to find o casus belli with the Amir he couragecusly declined to do so and
resigned office. He would,on no account, commit the people of India to so disastrous &
policy. It is a pity that our present Viceroy, who is known to be a Liberal and a Home
Ruler, should have failed to imitate the excellent example set to him by Lord Northbrook.
(Hesr, hear.) 'When the ocoupation of Chitral was ultimately resolved upon, he should
have put his foot down on it ne it practically mesnt nnother great move forward in the
execution of the forward policy. He should have resigned hip office saying, %I shall not
have anything to do with it.” It is a matter of regret Le did mothing of the_kind but
cheerfully obeyed the mandate of Lord George Hamilton, (Hear, hear.) Gentlemen, I need
not wait to inform you that the real, active, forward policy begon in 1876 and the first evil
fruit of it was the Second Afghan war twhich cost 20 millions sterling. - After that
disastrous event the eyes of the people of England were opened and the Liberal Ministry
of Mr. Gladstone came to our rescue by contributing five millions sterling towards that cost.
(Choers.) It also put a atrong curb on that policy. But that oheck only lasted for a time. It
was during the Viceroyalty of Lord Ripon that we had some’ breathing time. (Hear, hear.)
It was he who extricated the oountry from the morass of financial embarrassment into which
it wos plunged by Lord Lytton’s Government and once more put the whole of the Indian
revenue and expenditure on a sound basis : so much so that wher he left India, after having
laid down hia high office, the financial condition of the country wag indeed 2ll that could
bo desived. (Cheers.) He reduced taxation to the extent of three crores of rupees by
Temitting the duty on salt-tax, namely, making it Rs. 2 per maund;- by abolishing all
import duties save on arms and liquors ; and by remitting other $axes which were knowxn to
be oppreesive in certain parts of the Empire. In spite of this remission of 8 crores, Lord
Ripon and Major Baring (now Lord Cromer) loft the finances ¢f India in such & healthy
condition that the revenue balanced oxpenditurs. .But what happened afterwards ! Lord
Dufforin care and the policy was again put into motion. At first there was the Penjdeh.
Boare which cost us 2 crores. But what followed that scaro? The army was increased by
thirty thousand troops of whom ten thousand were Europeans and twenty thousand natives.
That has cost the country a permanent additional burden of 23 willions sterling. Ladies
and gentleu‘mn, ot this s'tage,I hav? foask yon to consider.one important aspect of in-
et:e:‘i tﬂlli:\ry ;xpendltura. It :s_.t}'ﬁs: when ﬂm_t expenditure is incressed it also adds
further o}:;:.rgﬁ8 o: :;i::‘an The aditionsl expgildxture of 24 millions sterling entails &
or ge on the pay and perision of European soldiers and officers and
all wilitary and other requirements for which the military dopartment relies on England
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QOur Home remittances are proportionately increased. With the inereass of the Home re-
mittances * we “have -to incar a larger burden of oxchonge. .Every pound added to.
.the Home remiittances means a corresponding additional charge for exchange, and in pro-
- portion {6 a Iower exchange we have to pay more rupees for every pound sterling. This in-
".creased exchange, which is a corollary of increased military expenditure, further embar.
‘rasses our finauces. The army was inoreased in 1885. But what was the first effoct, of that
: increase? 'We went to Burina and foroibly seized that province under a hollow pretext,
. I¢ was reially an invilntion from the Rangoon and Maunchester Chambers of Com.
merce. It' wag a mere delusion to talk of Fremch intrignes. No. That was a
protext which has no wolid -foundation: as the Blue-book on Upper Burmeh plainly
tells us. Upper Burma was acquired for purposes of trade. (Shame) It was acquired
.because all the riches then drecamf of, including the ruby mines, may be carried
away by DBritish merchants. At the very firat Congress held in Bombay we
amphaticaﬁy protested against this occcupation of Upper Burmah and suggested
- that it might bé made a Orown Colony independeat of India. But it wns mever
“done. From that time forward Upper Burmah became a sort of white elephant to us.
Although the niilitary expenditure there has lately been reduced that new province has
cost us 16 orores during the last 12 yearas. The province is not paying. A part of the
- revenue derived from Lower Burmah is applied to meet the cost ‘of the administration of
the Upper Province. And it is dificult to forecast when it will ever become paying. As
soon ss Upper Burmah was acquired and the dacoité—as the patriotic men who fougbt for
“their country's defence were absurdly called—were put down, s forward move was again
mwade on the N. W. Frontier. Lord' Robetts was the Commander-in-Chief. He is no
-doubt i popular soldier: He was the very first expert who had, sitting a8 a mewber of the
Simla Army Comimission, recorded his opiniox, along with bis colleagues, that for all pur-
posea of internal defence and repelling external attack, fifty thousand soldiers were enough,
But when he became Commander-in-Chief, he ignored his own deliberate opinion. He
stultified himself.. We entirely owe to his military ascendancy in the Imperial Council,
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which Lord Lansdowne was never able to check, almost all the financial evils Trom—which—

‘we have been sufforing. J need not travel over the history of the active forward policy
during the last 12 years from 1885. I have hore before me Parlinmentary returns relating
o the cost of the expeditions during the period, I will not refer to the details given
_jn these returns.. Suffice to say the expeditions have cost fully six orores, apart from the
cost of the present one which is likely to exceed five crores. I may say that altogether
from 1885 up to date our frontier- expeditions have cost us well nigh eleven crores.
Tadies and gentlemen, I ask you to consider what these eleven crores mean, Buppose that
these eleven crores had been eaved, to what good purpose might the sum have not been
applied ! ‘Why, the famine expenditare itself will not cost you eleven crores. "We might
- have paid the entire famine expenditure and spent the balance on works of public utility
like irrigation;‘education and so forth. “Or, we might have saved the sum which wonld-
have diminished the borrowing to which the Tmperial Government has lately been obliged
'to resort. If again you look at the military expenditure proper you will find that since
1886 the extra cost which it has entailed on this country amounts to thirty-three crores of
rupees without exchange. ' The additional burden of military exchange, X may inform you,
amoanted in 10 yeara (from 1885 to 1894) to 14} orores. How usefully might theso
thirty-three crores have been spent on objects of public utility t If not, we might.have
avoided all the enhanced and new taxation which has been imposed on this acconnt and
which aggré‘gates twonty-two crores. These figures were all brought in evidence before the
Royal Commission and they have not been confradicted. Had we not incurred this extra
- military expenditure thero might not have arisen the necessity for rnising a pie of that
‘taxation of twenty-two crores. (Hear,hear.) In the first place the Government might have
beon able mever to incresse the salt duty. The increased duty has not yet beon reduced,



{ 32 ]

.Seoond Day. though promised from year to year. How can they when they want all the-. monies for t.he
—_— ¢ forward roke 1 Millions die of famine, many of whom rarely get a pinch of salt with
leg':ﬁﬁ:litc}. their daily food. In a year of famine it is not necessary to tfall you t_hat salt ig evenn m?ro
Mz, D, E Wacaa, Decessary than ever. They can find money enough for their frontier expeditions -which,
"I_""""" have cost eleven croresin twelve years. But they never can find the two orores for
romitting the enhanced duty on salt. (Shame.) I need not refer to the increase in the

duty on petroleum. -Neither chounld I wait to descant ou the income tax and the heavy

import duties. - You are quite familiar with their history. Thus the situation et the

_ present moment is indeed most critical. 'We have absolutely derived ‘no advantage from

these expeditions and from the increased army force. At the same time the country has

gone backward and has just been able to extricate itself from the throes of a famine which

is admitted to be the severest of the century. -All other pressing domestic improvements

have been hung wp. Irrigation and other public works have been starved. -So. is
education. - Bo are other reforms, We have been orying for the separation of judicial

from executive functions which would not cost, 'according to Mr. Jacob’s evidencs,

holf a crore, although that measure, if adopted, would confer the greatest. boon on

the people. Those who follow me, will no doubi inform you of whatis now ocour

ring for the ome purpose of acquiring -the barren rocks of the  wild but independent

tribes and of eventuslly absorbing. the territory of the Amir of Afghanistan. We

are spending crores of rupees . which. are. an absolute . waste. .I call this waste

oriminal. {Hear, hear.) The expenditure is snid to be imcurred on secaring British

gupremacy in the East. If that be so, those who wish to maintain it for Imperial purposes,

must pay the expenses. The evils from which we are suffering are nlmosts entirely owing

to this so-called Imperial policy pursued for the maintenance of imperial interests. We

kave put forward our grievances on this subjeot from year to year, but it is a matter of

regret that no attention has been paid to it. But as I said at the outset recont events

have aroused public opinion in England and it is the duty of this Congress to educate and

calighten that opinion on the real state of matters. The Congress must strain everf effort
—todiscliaizge that duty. We have to bring to the notice of the British public how this
forward policy has proved disastrous in every way, morallysand materially,.to the best

interests of the country ; how internal progress has been put back ; how embarrassed have

been our finances and how India is exhausted and unsble to beor any further the heavy

strain which may be out on its shoulders. In support of what I have observed, I would -

beg your leave befors concluding, to read to you an extract or two from 'the pages of the

“ Ninetoenth Century ” for the current month. Thero is an article on this important

subject, contributed by our lnte Finance Minister, Sir Auckland Colvin, than .whom a

strongor supporter of the Congress osuse as regards the excessive growth of Military ex-

penditure you cannot find. (Cheers.) - You may remember that Sir Auckland Colvin has

been persistently writing on this subject for the last four years. He wrote in 1894, in -

1893, in 1896 and he writes again now. No retired oficial of his position and experience

could spoak with greater authority. In my opinion, we owe our heartfelt thanks to Sir

Auckland Colvin for educating the British public on the real financial condition of India

and the mischievous consequences of the forward policy which he did his best t_d ﬁ;elrtr when

:;:mmber of the Government of India. (Hear, hear.) Sir Auckland Colvin observes as
ollows = . ) : -

 Texation in Indis hae in the last three years reached high water mark. So far as
revenue has been kept sbrenst of expenditure, it has beon only by reimposing taxation
which had been taken off or by the addition of frosh ficcal burdens. I meed mnot re-enter
on the ground travelled over by me in previous ' years published in this Review in -
1894 and 1805. 'The relief which may be hogped for from further improvement in exchange
bas nlmost reached the furthest limits which under the existing conditions of the currency
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tan be expected ; but insufficient aa it is, is probably iu excess of any relief which can be
1ooked for were the mints to be reopened under the most favourable conditione. The
“artificial condition of the currenoy is a source of apprehension and of uncertninty to all
alike, to the Government, to men of business, to the native bankers, and especially- to all
classes connected with agriculture—in other -words, nine-tenths of the population. Thé
resources of the country are drained tomporarily by famine; the population harsssed by
‘plague, the relations of the ‘Government and the people in more*than one important
diregtion are notoriously strained. There has never probably been a moment when India
‘was lées prepared to meet fresh financial obligations, or to ndd to its diffculties by embark-
‘ing in enterprises of which the consequences to its finances, are likely to prove crushing
‘though for the moment their full effect may not be apparent. It has been too much the
‘custom in msponsxhle -quarters and men of either great political party in this
“eouniry to Bpeak “in later years of the finances. of India as though the political
‘climate of Indin did not affect them. * * # - * TFrom 1838 to 1897, progress
‘and sdvance beyond the Indus have always brought with them tho arrest of pro-
- gress to the enst of it ; and it is on this account that leading natives of Indin, whether of
- ‘the old and orthodox or the new University brand type so universally regard the present
policy with disfavour. This too was the bedrock of Lord Lawrence’s position. His
strategic view may be open to criticism bat his view of the strategical line to bo adopted
~ ‘was n part only and not the most important part of his polioy on this subject. No scheme
‘of strategicel frontier could be sound in Lord Lawrence’s eyes which was not consistent
“with the progress of the country, the development of its Tesources and the contentment
" and loynlty of the paople.” (Cheers) o I

‘Tadies and Gentlemen,-—aI think that those wise words of Sir Auckland Colvin will
.commend themselves £o every unit of our population. Every.ons ofJ ou will, I take it
for granted, agree with him that the relations between the rulers and the ruled are being
strained and that our finances are being exhausted and drained by unfruitful expenditure
and that Providence alone knows where and when it will stop. It is time therefore .that

" at this critical junoture we once more raized out voice in oondemnuhon-nf_thm-d

pohoy and appealed, to Great Britain that if this polisy is to be maintained and not
_reversed, as we all earnastly desire, for maintaining British supremacy in the East, it is
essentml that in bare justice to India the cost of the expenditure arising out of that fateful
_policy should be borne to a Iarge extont, if not wholly, by the British Trensury.

(Applaule )

Ma. G. BuprAMANIA Inn (Madrns, No 8 on the list) :=—Mr. Presnisnt Lodics and -

~Gentlemen,—1T rise to second this resolution and in doing eo, I wish, fo add a fow words
.to the eloguent and exhaustive speech that our distinguished friend Mr. Wacha has just
‘made. - X has said that the forward policy iz not ‘the Indiau policy. It is not the in-
vention of the statesmen responsible for the Government of India. It was imported from
“England: The true Indian polioy was the policy of Lord Lawrence, a policy of masterly
‘inactivity, 8 polioy of prepared vigilance on the frontier and abstinence from all inter
ferenea with the frontier tribes, a policy that was determined by a due consideration of the
-financial scunduesy of the Government of Indig, a policy founded upon the great truth
-that every policy which is not conducive to the prosperity and contentment of the peoples
-of Indin was unwise and impolitic. That is the trne Indian policy. But this so-called
-forward policy w8 owe to the new Jingoism, the new military spirit, the new Imperialism
.of which the British people boast now-s-days ; and this policy bas cost us an enormous
- drain of money. It has proved ruinous to the country. I¢ has caused us enormous evil
:in more than one way. Not to speak of the enormous amount that has been spent in

.numerous expeditions beyond the frontier, it has, as Mr. Wacha said, practically put an’

-end to all the improvements in the domestic administration of the country. This forward
9
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policy has abdorbed all the funds available for the advancement of the people. You have
road the estimate that has been formed by a very competent authority of the cost of
these frontier expeditions, No less an authority than Colonel Hanna. has enid that these’
frontier expeditions have cost nearly seventy millions. Seventy millions have been liter-
ally flung away in the valleys and mountainous fortresses boyond the- natural ~frontiers of
India, Now remember, ladies and gertlemen, that the conguest of Burma is the .con-
tinuation of the same policy and if you add that cost also the frontier polisy has ‘cost us a
predious little sum of one hundred crores of rupees (Hear,hear)—a hundred crores of rupees
in the face of famine and the numerous privations and sufferings which the people are
chronically subjected to ! Again in addition to the cost of the expeditions' we have to
estimate the cost which the continuation of this policy will entail. Youa may take it that
wars and expeditions undertaken on or beyond the frontier will not end there. Once you
enter into a war with these your supposed enemies, you will- inevitably, in: spite of your
inclination, be led on to annex their countries and take upon yourselves the respomsibility
of administering them. Fanoy, gentlemen, to the enormous ecost of mililary expenditure
already incurred will have to be added the cost of inreasing the army which iwill be ‘meces<
sary if these frontier countries are to be occupied, and fancy also the enormous, addition to
the cost of carrying on the civil sdministration of these countries. Ladies apd gentlemen
‘Eore advanced
‘ports of the country are made to pay for the progress of-the_less advanced: Ind backward
portions of the Empire. A great authority has said that these-wars are zll;dertnken in -
pursuance of that great sociological law, the law of evolution and the law of divilisation for
crushing barbarism. Well, this may be a philanthropic mission indeed. { But if that
mission is-ta be undertaken by England, if the English people want to have that glory of
crushing barbariem under the wheel of civilisation, let them pay. for it.. (Cheers.) They"
are welcome to do 50, but not the poor half-starved Ramaswami of Madras, (Hear, hear, and
cheers,) Romaswami of Madras has nothing to do with the civilisation of the Afridis or
with the oivilisation of the Pathans (a voice : * Not the Bengal Presidency eﬂ'.her.”). -Nor
the Bengal Presidency, you are-perfectly right, nor I way add the peasant of Berar. ~What
—have-weto @0 with the civilisation of the barbarians if they are barbarians ﬁving beyond
the natural frontiers of India It is enough if we pay for our own expen itare. There
is & good deal to be done for the civilisation of our own people and their progress and why
on earth should we be burdened with the cost of civilising the Afridis and the* Pathans ?
(A voice : * Benevolonce.”) ILet those who want benevolence pay for it. (Cheers.) What
is the result of the forward policy ! The resalt is, ladies and gentlemen, wHat 20 or 25
yoors ago was an Indian appendage, an Indian Empire, has ceased to be an Inllian Empire ;
it is an Asintio Empirg. Burma end further border lands beyond the Hymnlz;'u a8 o “more
form g portion of India than Kamaschatka. The thrifty and the half-étarved{peasanta of
India are virtuslly paying for the Asiatic Empire, It is high time that this Qongress do
enter its emphatic protest against this frontier policy which has cost not ouly’ tudillions of
money but ia sure to cost much more in future and entirely absorb all the resoutces avail-
“able for the good progress and advancement of the people. Therefore, after ai); what ‘s
the praotical result of this war that has been going on for several months? Arg we ‘sure
fhat the great army of sixty thousand troops—well disciplined valorous .and, snperioé—nm
*we sure that this army has conquered these Pathohs !  Some 8ay that Pathans have con-
querred the British army, (Laughter.) Itis extremely doubtful and it looks as if they
have to go.on with another campaign of six months and Heaven ouly knows what th:: '
will cost. - T am sure and you are all sure that if this forward policy “were to conting
Indin will be absolutely crushed and there is no hope for India unless al:'xd until this # N
»ward policy is put an end to, knowing people say that it is not easy to induce the Britx:]l:
tax-payer to pay for the cost of this éxpedition. -1 he will not o d if i
Ppeople cannot afford to pay, how isthis to 1 . tho Indien
1 » goon? Ihave just rend in s Bombay paper

-
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that gerious negotiations are being carried on to gell away our State Railwaps. TWhat? ‘
Haa it come to that 7 Has it come that the Government of India should sell away its

Btate Railways in order to find the money to pay for this expedition? Nothing can be

* more shameful, more disastrous and more discreditable to the statesmanship and the
good Governments of this conntry. I will not detain you any further. “With these words
I have much pleasure in seconding this resolution. (Cheers.)

The resolutwn was put to the vote aud carried unanimously.

Mr. Bomtmmnu‘a Sex (Bengal, Murshidabad, No. 675 on the list) :—Mr. President,

Brother Delegatas and Gentlemen,—The resolution eatrusted t0 me ruus as followsa :-—* That

- in view of the fact that the calamities of famine and plagus have dislocated the nlrendy

lermu.sly embarrassed finances of this country and erippled its limited resources, and that

. the military operations carried on, beyond the North-West Frontier, are for the protection

of Imperial interests, this Congress prays that the British Parliament will, pending the

seftlement of the principle on which the military charges are to be apportioned between

Great anm a.nd India, be pleased to make a substantial contribution to the coat of the
present war.’ -

. The first resmluhon whxch has just been adopted and this are rather of a cognate
nature. . A few observations by me by way of explanation perhaps will be quite sufficient.
This is in fact a corrollary ns it were to the first. We believe in the poverty of India.
Those who think otherwise and induige themselves in the sweet idea of prosperity of India

. will, we hope, within a short time be convinced by the arguments and evidence which have
beon placed befors them to change their opinion. The people of this country live from
. hand to mouth. Failures of two orops bring on famine. I won’t go to the length of

saying that the first touch of scarcity brings®on famine, They are taxed very heavily. .

- The Government of Indid with its income in round numbers of, fifty millions hes to meet
~ the homa charges by “making & remittance of almost half of it. One-third sgain goes {0
meoet the military expenditure. = There is loft a balance of about one-sixth for the internal

administration of the empire, and you have already heatd fro able mover of the first
reaolution how embarrassed the present position of the Government is with re he—

finances. You see then thaf the country is in au embarrassed condition with regard to its
finances, that is the Government and the people taken together. The military operations

‘beyond the north-westorn frontier are likely to cost a very large amount of money. No.

" forecast or estimate can be accepted.. We know from past experience With regard to the
Afghan war and other wars how the estimgtes were originally made and what large
amounts had actually fo bhe spent from 2 to 31 in one instance, 80 that there is no knowing
what the expedition that is going on now will cost us. Mr. Wacha says that it mlght cost
us five crores, and I am not at all sanguine about that figure. It may be twenty The
.Qovernment is plresdy in an embarrassed condition. The people are too poor to pay any
- further taxes, In ordinary circumstances, in the normally existing embarrassed vondition
of the finances the Government would not find sufficient funds to wmeet this military expen-
ditare. . But to our misfortune the normal condition of the finsnces has beon disturbed by
the appearance of calamities like famine and plague. The famine affected the agricaltaral
and generolly the land-owning interest altogether. The poor ryots could not reap their
“crops and the landlords also could not get their rents. There hos been to & certain extent
8 _d_inﬁﬁution,in the oollection of the revenue .too though inappreciable. Trode ond com-
’merca have been affected by the plague. . It is not simply the affected area that has
“suffered, namely, Bombay and Punjab, ; But oll other parts of the empire with which
_Bombay and Punjab had connection hnva suffered. Bo that the plague aud the famine

" have again materially crippled the already embarrassed condition of the finances. The

' question is if the Government could not meet its demand for military expenditure under
.ordinary circumstances, while there is this abnormal condition introduced by these two
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Second Day. dalamities, how is the Indian Government fo mest this little bi!l t  There w.onld 'be simply.
Resolation 1L the neoessity for developing its revenues. How is that posstb.lef_. Pl‘ﬂfhmuy ’; means
Oon:ri'::uti:n to imposing new taXes. The Government would be left no ?ptlon,_ Ultimately t.l;s l1:()01'
the cot of the  pengants throughout the empire will have to suffer. The fnmme-str:c.ken l’mople wi 9:19_
Frontier Wars. to pay. What will be the effect of oll this? The Government will have to curtail its
Ma. Poigusmide  oynanditure on subjects or rather objects which go to improve the inte]leptu.al, mm'ﬂl. and
xarm Be material condition of the conntry. All these will have to be stopped. Consider again the
interests for which the military operations have been darried on. In the resolution we
find it stated that these operations are for the protection of the Imperial interests. '.[:has .
may be n controversial point because there are some who think that this frontier policy>
_that this aggressive policy is no aggressive policy at oll but is absolutely necessary fo.r the
protection.of India. Of course there isa difference of opinion. However, taking it for
granted, that the polioy adopted is “right, there will undoubtedly como a time shortly
. before the Parlinment to discuss this subject, because, if I mistuke not,; I believe it is
soction 55 of the Indion Government Act which provides that for expenditures on account
of military operntions beyond the limits of India proper the sanction of the Parliament
will have to be received ; so that the question whether this policy has been rightly
followed or whether it has beor wrongly followed will be a. matter for discussion
and debate in the Parlinment, e are mot concerned at present with the question
as to whether it is a right policy or a  wrong polioy. The question is whether
“or not the military operations are for the protection of - Imperial . interests.
Undoubtedly thoy are. Assuming that India .is benefitted by these . operations
still are®they not to extend the British rule to enlarge the: Empire? " These two .
objects will certainly be gained. - Therefore the interest involved is of an Imperial
. nature, Such being the case, consider the fairness of payment by Indisn peasants who
. have been living within the limits nud boundaries of India proper and earning their liveli-
hood by the sweat of their forehead. Consider these people being called upon and
required to pay by the imposition of new taxes money for that which would benefit the
British people. It is therafore- but fair that the Imperial exchequer should make a
— ————subatnnti ntribution if not pay the whole expenditure.. If this war has been the result
of & wrong policy we can claim that the whole amount ought to be paid by the Imperial
exchequer. We would be quite content if the Parlinment would .order payment of a
substantiol contribution. -This is n question on which perhaps we are not dreaming
wildly. We rementber the debates which took place during the Sunkim expedition.’
Bearing iu mind what passed then and beariyg in mind also the evidence which has been
placed before the Welby Commission, we certainly ean entertain hopes that the Royal
Commissitln would formulate certain principles nccording to which payment would be made -
proportionately in regard to the military operations of this nature. Pending this final
settlement, whot we pray is that, the Parlisment may be plensed to make a substantial

contribution to the cost of the present war. With these remarks I ask you, gentlemen, to
adopt this resolution. (Cheers,) *

Resolution I Mr, Jamsirax -(Lahore, No. 650 on the list) :—Mr. President, Ladies and
Coutributionto ~ Gentlemen,~—I beg to second the resolution which has been read over to ‘b
the cost of the 3 ) S
Frontier Wars, ™Y Dpredeosssor. The grounds on which the apportionment of military chargos
A, JTIB.I.BA!. . between Great Britain and .India is based are the calamities of famine . which
— hae recently prevailed in India and of the plague which is threatening all over
the country; but assuming that there were mno apprehensions of such calamities

-1 would etill hold that we are entitled to a fair contribution from th;

-English oxchequer. Forthls, my grounds are these. The military operations in the

Non:th-wostern frontier are carried on in the prosecution of what they call the forward

‘policy and this forward policy we have always depreocated, Secondly, the more you

- think the more you will find that this forward policy is being majntained and carried
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_0n ior the beneﬁt oi Great Brifain and her people. Th:rdly, Y think ﬂmt if Mr. Morley ]
theory of the breach of faith is correct—and I think there are reasons to believe that

it is correct—there dogy mot scem fo be any resson why the Indian tnx-pnyer should

be held liable for the military charges .of this eéxpedition. Fourthly, thore is also e
precedent and that is the last Afghan war. Add to this the present financial situation
and system regarding which facts have been summarised by Sir David Barbour. In
one of his contributions he says :— '

- “The faots which I have brought to your mnotice may be breifly recapitulated—an
enstern country governed in accordance with expensive western -idens; an immense and
poor population ; a narrow margin of possible additional revenue ; a constant tendency
for expenditure. to. outgrow revenue; a sysiem of Government in India favourable to
inorease of and unfavourabls to reduction - of expenditure. No financial control

by intelligent and well informed public opinion either in Indis or in England; an -

"insufficient "cheok on expenditure in India; a remote and imperfect control exercised
from England; a revenue -specially linblg to ﬁuctunt:ons year to year and growing
foreign payments.”

Gentlemen, we have always been complaining of the growing poverty of
Indio. The recent famine hus crippled our resources, The esrthquakes have
caused losses which are by no means inconsiderable. The war has already cost us many
Yives and our country is threatened by the plague, and under these circumstances I think
that we are entilled to a fair contribution from the English exchequer' With these
‘ramnrks Theg %o second the resolution. (Ohaars.)

m

The resolution was pnt to the vote and cnrned unanimously.

+7 . Mr, 8. M. Dzo (Berar, Yeotmnl, No. 546 on the list) :=Mr. President, Ladies and
Gentlemen,—I beg to propose--the following resolution, and in doing so will explain ia
Marathi, for the benofit of those who 20 oot kuow English what the previous speakers have

gaid on the firat two resolutious of which this is prac M%hat this Congress

Seodnd Day.

Resclution II.
Coutribution to

the ooat of the
Frontier Wars.

Mr, Jasman,

. authorizes the President, to submit a petition to Parliament em ying the prayor— —— -

contained in resolutmns 1 and 2 under hm hand on lts behall.”

M, B 'H Dso then addressed the meetmg in Marathi and explained to them the
Yeasons on which_ the demandn made in the first two resolutions were based.

I’ncm'r Sayaw Nuu‘nx (Oudh No. 652 on the list) in seconding the resclution
nddressed the assembly in Urdu. '

The resolution was put fo tha voie and carried unanimously.

« Paxmit Manax Moman meu (Allakabad, No. 655 on the list) :=Mr. Chairmen,
Ladies and Gontlemen,—The duty that has been allotted to me is to proposs the third resolus
tion which runs thus : # That this Dongress rejoicos that the Royal Commission on Indian
Expenditure was pleased to decide to admit the public to its proceedings and further

- desires to express its grateful acknowledgments for the opportunity afforded by the
'Honorable Commission to representative Indian witnesses to state fully the case on behalf
of India. With regard to the 3 divisions of the reference the Congress desires most
mpectiullly to schmit the !ollowmg prayera for the favoumble consideration of the
Honornhle Commission.

(:) As regards the Machinery to control Indisn Expend;ture, it is prayed-—(1) that
the non-official Members of the Viceroy’s Council may be made more directly
representative of the Indian people, and that they may have the right to move
amendments and divide the Coancil upon the provisions of the Budget ; (2) that
a sufficiont number of representative Indians of position and experience may be

[ e

Resolntion III.

Royal Commission
on Indisn Ex-
penditure.

Pawnprr Mapar
Mouaw MaLaviYa,
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8 d Day nominated to the Council of the Secretary of Btate on the recommendation of the
eoon . :

elected Membera of the Viceroy’s and Local Legislative Councils, and (3) that each

yoor a Belect Committee of the House oi Commons may 2‘3 sppointed to inquire

Resolution IIL

R"a".i’ In?c?it::] E:i-on into and report upon the financial condition of Indin ;.-

_ penditure. - (i) As regards the progress of Expenditurs, it is prayed that the Military and other
Pawpir Mapan unproductive expenditure be reduced, that larger amounts be spent in promoting
. Mowax Mavavira, the welfare and the progress of the people, and that a large saving and a more
efficient administration may be obtained by the substitution, as far as practicable,

of Indian for European agency in the higher gr'qdes of the pu.blic service ; and

(iii) As regards apportionment of'charge, it is prayed that the Il;{peﬁal Treasury may
bedr a fair proportion of all expenditure in which the comrmon intereste of India
and the rest of the Empire are involved ; and especially that the expenses of the
present war beyond the frontier may be largely borne by the Imperial Exchequer. ~
Lastly, that it be an instruction to the Preside:qt to submit & copy of this Resolu-
tion under his own signature to the Chairman of the Royal Commission with the

least practicable delay.” = :

Gentlemen, my task is easy. Every one of you who has either attended previous Con-
gresses of who has studied Congress literature must be aware that this resoluiion only
crystalises the opinions which have been repeatedly expressed at previous Qongresses. - Go
through the reports of the Congresses of earlier years and you will find that almost every
one of these propositions has been discussed at- full length at previous: sittings. Besides,
the arguments necessary to support the prayers have been lately put forward so admirably
and so fully by our honored :Er_ienas,_ who appeared before the Royal Commission to give
evidence on behnlf of the Indian people, that it would be taking up your time unnecessarily
were I to go into these reasons.ond explain thosé arguments. Gentlémen, you will pereeive ™
thet, o far as the first prayer is concerned, regarding the-machinery”of control of Indien
expenditure, at the very first sitting of Congrese-thie question was discussed and there we

. desired the nbolition of the Council-ofthie Secretary of State ond asked for the appoint:
h:geni@n’&mdinsﬂumﬁ%e of the House of Commpons to control the expenditare of
Tndia in a better way than had been done.  If to-day you are asked by this Congress to
pass thia resolution, it is only to put briefly in the form of a relief added to a complaint or
petition, the case that you want the Commission to cousider and also to put the stamp of
your approval and to give your further support to all these resoldtions whith are scattered
over the Congress reports of previoas years, I hope that the fact of this resolution being
passed by Congress to-day will further strengthen the hands of those honorable members -
of the Commission who are inclined—and I hope all of them are so inclined—to grant some
cont.:ession, to recommend some measure of reliof, in eiluity and justice, to the people of
Tadia in the matter of expenditare.. (Cheers.) It will make it clear to them that the. con-
gress representing the diverse pravinces of Indis, representing at the least, to satiafy the
mc}st difficult mind, the most educated community of Tudin, that. this Congress supports
thie prayer in the best way it can. And if they want further to satisfy themselves of the
coostitution of the Congress, only in order that thoy may be better able to judge of the
woight they should attach to these resolutions, let them look at the list of Delegates who
have attendod previous Congresses, and I am sure they will be satisfied that there ja no pro-
vince of India in which the very best portion of the educated community has .not most
strongly supported this resolution. {Cheers) Itishardly necessary for me fo detain you
vory long, but with your permission I will briefly say a few ‘words before I resnme my
soat. You will admit that it is indisputable that the machinery 1o control Indian expen-
diture is at the best very defective and works very feebly so far as the interests of India
are concerned. You know, gentlemen, that thore is -a clash of interests fo a great oxtent.
The _Ind““‘ people are not represented in the Councils,cither Executive or. Legislative,



[ ]

in the manner in which the British peopla are represented in the Parliament of England,
80 that they may have a voica in directing or controlling expenditure. The people whe do
form the Excentiva Couneil, the active portion of it are persons who ave not the payera of
taxes fo wuse the words of the late Mr. Bright, but persons who are the spenders of the
taxes,—both" members of the Civil Service and of the Military Service. I de not mean to
insinuste that thoy are reckless, that they are regardlesa of the intorests of India.
But when the queatmn comes- to bo that they have to spend the money towards
which they contribute but ‘little, there is not the ssme auxious consideration shown
es to how and when the money shall be found, as it would undoubtedly bo it the money
was largely to come out of their own ‘pockets. There J!urther this difficulty that the
House of Commons in England though nominally all powerful are practically powerless
against them. * Representations ;made against Government have failed in the pnat, have
had very little effeot. There is another instance which shows that the machinery is very
feeble and is not sufficient to protect ‘Indian interests. When you have other interests,
which might be called the interests of the capifalisis in Engla.nd, you find that contracts
have beon entered into between companiea for working this line or that line which has been
proved fo have been undertaken without due regard to the interests of India. In all this you
will find that the machinery of control is very defective, and j!'ou have had lately a painful
instance to support that view. .Looking to the civil side of it only a few years ago you had an
expenditure of a crore and a half of rupees added to the expenditure of the country in the
way of exchange compensation allowance to the highly paid Oivil Service of Indis. Geus
tlemen, is it possible that & proposal involving such a huge expenditure, at a time when the
tonntry could least bear it, could bave been rushed through and carried ont by the execu-
tive Government of any country in which the expenditure was properly controlled? And

I

is there a single man who can deny that it was an aot of great injustice to the people of -

Indin 7 - With regard to the military side of the question, my esteomed friends, who have
proceded me, have shown to you how burden after burden has been heaped upon the back of
‘the poor Indien ryot—heaped Without the least justification—by Burms being annexed to
to the Indian Empire, and by war being undertaken on the Afghan frontier,—the whole of
this expenditure being laid npon the back of that poor Indmn ryot. Wa protested in the
strongest manner we could, at the very first Congress, as Mr. Wacha could say. We asked'
that if Byrma should be annexed, England should defray the cost, and that Burma should
be constituted a crown colony. But our voice was like the voice of one erying in the wil-

derness. And eighteen orores more were taken ouf of our revenues to meot the expenscs
of Upper Burma !! Then again, gontlemen, look at these frontier wars. These have been

undertaken in the past and are being continued in the present without a due regard for
Indion interests. On that point, however, I need not detairr you longer, bocause we must
be thankful fhat some of the great atafesmien of the Liberal party in England have at last
awakened to the seriousness of the situation, their liberal consciences have been stirred up,
and I hope they will not rest satisfied until they obtain a reversal of that policy, which en-
tails o much nnnecessary expenditure on India and which bas fearfully embarrassed ‘the
finances of this poor country. ‘(Cheers.) Gentlemen, how is it that all this is going on under
tho otherwise generally speaking excellent administration of Great Britain I How is it

that the money is so easily obtsmed 1 If a vote had to be obtained in the House of Com-.

mons for the borrowing of a crore of rupees there would be a discussion aud a division in
the House and the Ministers would have to give cogent rensons why the borrowing wns
Recessary. Here the Governmont of India and the Becretary of State might decide at
any moment o launch a loan of four or five orores of rupees. The borrowers find it easy
enough to be extravagant. Those who have to find the money to save the money out of
their own real income find it hard to spend more than their means justify. Andseo it is
that the facility of borrowing and the absolute nbsence, I oright say practically speaking,
of any check upon the borrowing tendency of the Government o India which is sometimes

Seoond Day.
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supposed to be a matter of congratulation, but.in this instance happens to be somewhat of
a curse~I say that the facility with which the Governmené of India can borrow and - the
absence of any check have led them to pultiply our national debt ever go large that now we
stand indebted to over hundred crores. Gentlemen, if there werea discussion in the
Council and we were permitted to question whether this loan was necessary-or whether
some of these things should mot be put off for some time and whether+ the expen~
diture should not be curtailed in some other way, porhaps the mecessity of borrowing
would not be s0 great as it scems to be to the Gevernment of India at present
and perhaps the debt of India would not have multiplied ‘so fast ss it has in
the past. Now coming to the civil aspect of the question, gentlemen, I have already
referred to the exchange compensation allowance ; I have- already veferred to the' growth
in military expenditure, and when you look at the total figure you find that it has been:
growing enormously. But has there beena proportionate increase in the capacity of the
people to bear an increased taxation? Has there been a.proportionate increase in- the
national income of the people of India? I wish there had been. Tf there had been a pro~
portionate incrense in the tax-paying capability of the people of India, no one would have
rejoiced more than ourselves to find that it was so and no one would have beon more glad
than the Congress people and the people of India generally to contribute whatever was .
necessary to carry out the administration of the country ip the most efficient manner.:
(Cheors.) Unfortunately, gentlemen, while our taxation has been multiplying by leaps
aud bounds, while our debi has been growing enormously, there has not been that incrense
in the natiomal income which we might have expected under the rule of Grea$ Britain.
Comirg then, gentlemen, to the proposals put forward to supply a check, what are they?
Aro they ressonable? Or would they hamper the Government in carrying on the adminise
tration of the country ! I ask our strongest opponent, if there be any in this hall, to gii'e'
this matter the closest consideration and to-consider for himself, to ask his oo;.lscienoe
whether the propoeals that we put forward are not moderation and rensonableness thems
solves. What do we sayd - We say “ make the members of the Council of the Viceroy of
India more directly representative of the Indian people,”. Just now you nominate them
after they have undergone a very diluted process of election by a very small number of the -
members of certain Boards. We say “ make them more directly representative ’—we do-
pot put forward any scheme—* in the best way you think proper, but do make them more-
vepresentative,” You have ther there, you must have them there; now that the -Act has’
been passed, We only ask that they should have a hetter claim to speak in" the name of
the Indian peoplo and that the people may have more confidence in them than they ean n |
have under present circumstances by asking them to make them more directly . ' OWf
tive of the le. B i i i y representas
- the peop uppose thid proposal is carried out, would the Government be h
pored in carrying on its wark t The official majority will always be strong ixi the Co a;.—-
Government having the official majority will be able to carry out 8 e .
thinks it must in the interes ire. - ;Y svery propoeel that it
us t8 of the Empire. - And sll that we would be entitled to do i
to vote and to divide the Cooncil. What would be the resalt, gentlemen, think o is
moment, when Government know that these members of the Counci’l have e 1o fof e
d discuss and vote in i power to divide
an and vote in that fashion. A1l unsound proposals, at any rate all pre
goundness of which and the necessity for which will not be supremely cle priposels the
back by the Government of India. Thoes only would be broup ht :fcpy : :; P would bo kept
ing generally,~some at least of those proposals that are sa eugﬂ u:w; » 89 8 ru!e,. speaks
forward, will not be rushed forward eo easily and the Governm{a:t iI;l l:mrd . rushed
those only will be brought forward that must be carried. They wsu:ndo bie thom hack—
i# the Governwent decide that they must be carried because the ili] todly be cam?d
mojority ; but in the majority of instances the faot that the addit‘iozmly ‘; bavo the offcil
goun:g have ;eoorded a vote agpinst them have entered their protest a:de;t:i I;;:izm thof.
o o . I wa
wneil would exegoise a very salutary check on the Government. of India (cheers), and
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would be very effettive as a control, -Then, gentlomen, what do we ask ? Next we ask, that
& sufficient number of representative Indians of position and experience may be appointed
to the Counoil of the Secrotary of State. You remember that times without number we
asked for the abolition of that Council, we asked « if you don’t abolish it, improve it, either
-end it or mend it.” If you don’t end it, pray mend it. As it stands it does so very little
good, and I am sorry to say, as we believe, does us a lot of mischief. Wae ought to have one
or two or more representahva Indmns, men like our estesmed friend Mr. W. C. Donnerjes
" (cheers) and Mr. Dadabhai Naoroji (lond and continued applause) who command the con-
fidence of the entire people of India and whose presence there will be a guarantee that the
_Tndian side of the question will be fairly and fully placed before the Council before it decides
-t0 take any definite action. . It cannot be said that we cannot supply men who oan usefully
‘serve on the Council when I bave given you these two instances. Then we suggest that a
Committee of the House of Commons may be appointed. You can auderstand the import.
ance of such a proposal. The report of such a Committee to the House of Commons will
carry great weight in any reoommendations that it may make, and the members of the
House of Commons who cannot, as matters stand, give that attention and interest to Indinn
‘questions which our real welfare demands they should, will certainly be able to look at
the report of the Seloot Committee and all the salient points will be easily and effectively
disoussed in Parliament to the great good of India and England too. Gentlemen, as
regards the pyogress of expenditure, one thing that we recommend is that the unproductive
expenditure should bo reduced. Need I say afiything to support that view?! Who will
‘eay that such unproductive expenditure should be carried on, as it has been carried on in
the past, while a reform of such urgency which would lend to the well-being of the people,
‘ag thé separation of the execative and judicial functions or a reform of even greater emer-
gency than that, viz., the education of the poor of the country, is neglected and iguored
practically.- Considering the amount that is spent on frontier policy and on other matters,

the nmount spent on education is but a trifle. Who would say that the Government of

~ India should not divert its attention to this question and spend more money upon this
than it has done in the past ? We say that a larger saving and more efficient administra-
tion may be obtained by the substitution of Indian for European agency in the higher
grndes_ of the public servics. Gentlemen, I do not know that I need dwell at: great length
“upon the subjget, but there are a fow points connected with it which I beg of you to allow
“me to place befure you. 'We have been 80 long under British rule. No honest™ Indian
who has not lost his head can fail {o recognise and freely acknowledge the great blessings
that we have enjoyed, do enjoy under British rule. (Cheers.) But at the same time the
“education, that the British people themselves have imparted to us, and for which we feel
thanktul and for which they need not feel sorry-—that same ‘education has onabled us to
undersiand many questions. The Government have lifted us fo & certain level, but some
people want {0 keep us hanging in the nir. S0 we say to Government let us go up. Some
- Anglo-Indians wish that we should go down. But the English prinoiples of constitutional
“Government are too strong o permit of that course being followed. We say ¢ pull us up
a little bit ‘and we shall be more thankful and more loyal.”” Now what do wo find? In
_these matters of service you find that during these many years numerous proofu, which
- can be seen in any direction that any man might throw his eyes upon, have been afforded
‘of the loyalty, the deep-abiding loyalty, both of the princes and the poople of Indin.
(Cheers.) The Government, are fully satisfied that the native army is loyal. Let us
begin with that, Government have had a splendid proof of the loyalty of the brave Bikhs
‘and of other soldiers that have been fighting on the frontier. ‘The Government and the
whole English-speaking world, the civilised world which has read acconnts of the valorcus
deeds of the twenty-seven Sikhs who died at Sheergon (cheers), have generously and justly
- given the due measure of praise to the valorous Sikhs and other soldiers who have fought

‘and died there for the glory of .the British Crown. Now, gentlemen, we are happy to
n
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tey
know that there is o universal feeling amongst Anglo-Indians snd Indians also that the
me'mory of these deods should be properly perpetunted. I do not think that there can bg
any better course adopted to do that than to recognise that henceforward these restric-
tions which prevent Indians of merit in the army from rising to the topmost ladder of the
gorvice shall be no more ; lot it be remembered that these twenty-seven Sikhs who (}ieé!.
at Sheergon have with their blood senled the doom of that policy which prevents In:lmqg
who have served their sovereign aud their country right loyally and valorously from rising;
2s European members of the servico do rize, to the higher grades of the military service,
(Cheers.) I am sure that any other recoguition or reward of that merit, pardon me for
saying 80, becomes trifling so long as this has not been done. Gentlemen, that much £o?
the pative army. I mustnow be brief, for I-have already trespassed a good deal upon
your attention. Gentlemen, coming now to the Oivil Services : In the Civil Service of the
country you find that a great bulk of the work, the most important work, is carried on
by Indien Agency. Government trust us with all that. It is only at’the head of the
district, it is only at the head of an executive body, that they insist upon baving a
European member in most instances. We say “ is not the contury of Englisk rule during

B

‘which you have entrusted us with your secrets, during which we have lelped ‘you o

carry on the administration of the country te our good and fo your glory, emough to
satisfy you of the fidelity and trustworthiness of the natives who have Taceived education
and whom you have appointed to these services.”” If this is not so, then I say it is a very

sad commentary upon the English rule in India. I claim it has been _so,‘it. is proved-
beyond a shadow of doubt that Indians to whatever posts they have been appointed,

whether as High Court Judges or as Commissioners of Divisions or as Collectors of Districts -

‘or holding any other responsible situntions, have been true to their salt and sovereign, thejr

hove noted as gentlemen of education and position as any European gentlomen of educa-
1ion and position would have acted under such circumstances. Where then is the justifica-
tion, where then is the excuse for keeping up this state of things? Why not permit
Indians more freely to join the service and to rise to the top, if they show the necesaary
merit and qualification for it. The result would be largely to fhe good of India and
greatly to your glory. There would be a great saving effected in the administration. of
the country. So well informed a writer as Sir William Hunter has said that the interests
of the administration demand now a larger substitution of the Indisn element for the

European. The money is not forthcoming, you have exhausted the resources of the coun-
_try ond if you go on paying for the services of European members of the service at the
.high rate you do and if you go on multiplying their number and thereby multiply the
liability for exchange compensation, you will find that you will become bankrupt one day

if you are not alrendy far from it. Therefore people have suggested wisely that you should
substitute a larger Indian element in the sdministration of the Empire, I need not dwell
upon the other branches of administration. But is it at all becoming to the higil.
civilisation of Great Britain, is it ot all bofitting, is it at all compatible with, the énlighteﬁ-
-ed Government which has obtained for centuries in Great Britain, that the British, Govern-

.mment should have to be told to take a leaf ont of the pages of the great Mogul - Emperor,

%o find a parallal for these things t Is it necessary for us to tell them that under the rule
of Akbar @*Todar Mall was appointed Finance Minister and s Birbal was appointe:d.

+ Governor ! If these things happened in the days of Akbar, why should no:‘. they hnppé}l

in the time of a far greater aovereign than Akbar—the great Queen-Empress of  India ?
Well, genltlamen, I must close now. The third portion of the resolution is th:;t' whicil
relates to the apportionment of charges. About that I need not say. much ; because
geveral Members of Parliament and other influential men in England have nlr,e:rd:y ex-
pressed the opinion that military and other charges should be borne pa;tly by India and
pa,}'tly by ?lnglnnd. Let me ask you one question. ‘JVhat prevents all these reforms from
.being carried out ! T sny thé demon of distrust, I say lay him low, -We ask our rulers
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- todoit. You will find that the weapon forced by the gentle hand of the Govarnment

and noble Queen of England, forced 40 y Jyears ago when she wrote out that Proelnmatmq'

apon which we take pur stand—the weapon is gontle and it will certainly destroy that
" «demon of distrust, if you will only carry out the policy that was inaugurated by the Quect
-of England in the year 1858. - If you honestly‘nge effect, to these plodges which Hef
Majesty gave us after the Mutiny, I am sure all this distress will give way and you .will
€ind the rulers will be able to reposo greater trust in the people. Trust will beget trust
-which will add to the affection of -the people and will add gonerally to the happiness
--and prosperity of the inhabitanta of the empire; and the glory to England will be great.
England has begun with trusting the people ; it began to trust us when it began to
-educate s, and now having trusted us for such a long time, having placed moarly throe-
. dourthe of the civil administration in our hands, having appointed us so largely to the
.army ; acting upon that trust which has never yet been betrayed ond which never shall
be betrayed, does it become England now to ponder and say that it is not proper to employ
-Indians in the higher ranks of the service? Do away with distrust. Act upon the
:principles laid down by the Queen, and you' will find that these principles will lead to
- great prosperity of the people, the curtailment of expendtture and to the enlistment of
Indians in the higher grades and the stream of mutual good-will among the people and
-among-the ralers and the ruled will low mora to the greater happiness of both and will
Jead to all those feelings of distryst, sometimea of despara.tmn boing done away with,
- which just now bamper the hands of Government aud B0 much hamper the educated
Indians.-, (Loud and contmued applause.)

Bmu Hirenpgs Natu Dutr (Bengsl, No 671 on the hst) :—Ladies and Gentloman,

T have much pIensute in seconding the third resolution which has been commended to your
~ -acceptancé in such an eloquent speech by Pandit Madan Mobun Malaviya. Yoo will
- find' that the resolution makes referencs to tho Royal Commission on. Indian expenditure.
“You know, gentlemen, that our experience of Commissiond in the pust has not been a very
‘pleasant one, for the most part these Commissions have ended in smoka or at niost thoy
-have laboured and brought forth a mouse, so that we are led to believe that what the late
‘TLord Beaconsfield eaid about Commissions is true, viz., that when there is o publio clamour
"about any question, appoint-a Royal Commission o snlence it (lnughter), as if to say thot” if
‘eerberas is howling throw a sop to him and the clamour will be silenced. But in tho
_"present case we are led to hope that substantial good will rosult from the labours of the
- present Royal Commission. You know Mr. Caine, who is one of the members of this
Commission, when he came out to India and attended the last gossion of the Congress,
-assyred us that the labours of the present Commission would show a result in the saving of
a crore and a half to Indian revenue, and only the other- duy the Right Hon’ble Mr. Leouard
-Courtney, himself a member of the Royal Commission, speaking to his constituents, said 3
“ Tt was'no false anticipation to say that they (referring to the Royal Commission) would
-confirm the belief that Indis was an extremely poor country and the diffioulty of raising
-révenue fo meet the axpenditure was one pressing alwn.ya upon the Indian Government and
+at the present time pressing more sericusly than ever.” So. that, here is an important
:admission, and I am led to believe that it has beon extorted by the convincing case that our
- “Arusted representatives were able to make out on behalf of Indis, when giving evidenca
“-before the Royal Commisgion. (Cheers.) Coming now to the resolution itself, you will
: 'ﬁn& that it is divided into three heads. The first has referenoe to the machinery to control
“Indian expenditure, the second to the progress of expenditure and the third to the
“apportionment of charges betweon Xnda and England. So far as the third head is
weoncerned, I do not think I need say one word about it because it hos been exhaustivoly
~dealt with by the previous spenke;s. As to the firsi—I mean the machinery controlling

Iudian expenditure—I think I may safely say thnt there is no eﬂ'ectwe means of oontrol.
| v }
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" Second Day. ai the present moment. There is, of course, the ncrjrqinal gontrpl.oﬁ thg_gritieh' House' of
. Resolation 111, - Porliament, but you know that the Indian budget is, as a rule, dlscm ﬂt;he ‘igg\:m_d .?!
Royal Comminsion  $he session-and then beforo empty benches. Then_th.el.'e is the Bacre‘tar; of _St'atg.nnd. l:.us

on Indian Ex-  (oupeil, 8 Council made up for the most part of retired Anglo-Indians w.xth ,._tl_mr preju-
Peniiﬂ:re. dices against the Indians, so ‘that the S_ecngfnrj of Biate and his .Coxmmll ganerall.y say
B‘ﬁ’;ﬂ'ﬂ:ﬂ.’“ ditto to sll that the Government out here does and sa'ncii'onf- Th_Q“ you have the Vfcemy
T Der. himself and the heads of the departments, but even in this instance I will quote for your
information what n late Finance Minister, Sir Auckland Colvin, said when giving eviderice
bofore the Royal Commission. He says that the Government of Imfl:ia do not pay sufficient
‘attontion to what may be the financial results of the measures they adopt. So here you
have an explicit statement by a late Finance Minister that the Government of India_itself
" is helpless to control the éxpenditure of Indian revenue, - The fact is that there is this
. military clique which rales ot Simla and that itis their -voico which is predominant.
“What we propose in the resolution is that certain reforms should be carried out in this
,respect which would ensure sufficiont control being exercised over ‘the Indian’ expenditure.
In the first place we say that the non-official members of Council may bé made more
directly representative and that they should have the right to move amendments. and
+divide the Council. You know, gentlemen, that at the present moment the discussion in
Coundil, especially with regard to the budget, is more or lessof an academic mature; it
results in no substantial good either to Indian people or to the Government itself, so what
* we propose in the resolution is that honorable members slllo'uld have the right to move
amendments and divide the Council upon the provisions of the budget. The good that
‘would result from this proposal being carried out would be this: that whereas so far
ns the Government is concerned it would have its standing majority and that would
gerve a8 a sure expedient against its being defeated upon any’ of its measures, so far
:ns the people are concerned you would have the focussing of the Indian opinion
'ilp0n particular items of expen&iture, so that in fu!;ilre when such expenditure is again
incurred, . the_Government would be more- caveful in bringing it before the Couneil.
_With regord to tho second recommendation that we make, it is this: that a
- suflicient number of representative Indians of position and experience may be nominated
“to the Council of the Secretary of State on the recommendation of the elected members of
the Viceroy’s Legislative Conncil. You know that the present Secretary. of State, when
.Tl_afgly int'grpellgted in «Parlisment on this matter, admitted that this ‘was & desirable
 consummotion and that he wns prepared to give effect to it, but that there was & great
dearth of representatives to serve on the India Council. 'We say that ﬁéﬁ s not true.
The eloquent mover of the resolution pointed $o two names which you received with
" acclamation, and which showed that in your opinion as in my ‘opinion there are éxpsrioneefl
‘represontative Indians who may very well represent us on the Indian Council Beside:s
these gentlemen that have beeis nomed, there is Mr. Romesh Chupder Dutt, a retired
- Commissioner, now residing in England, 8o that by giving & place to representative
.Indiana the Secretary of State would be able to ascertain at Brst hand the native ‘opinion
on any particular topic and would be able to benefit by it. Thirdly, we nsk that in each
year a Belect Committee of the House of Commons may be appointed té enquire into ku;d
report upon the financial condition of India. It has begn said that Parlinmeni‘, io o
_‘_1‘“'5‘ and dumb god but our faith in Parliamont is great, and we helieve that if &
:felc;ct Committee be .uppointed it would serve our purpose of 'eﬂ'eotunllj eont:;ullink
sndion finances,  With these words, gentlemen, I commend the resolation' to your
accoptance. (Cheers.) . B ) o o -
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Mz A.C. I’nwrmmmmr Naou (Madrna No. 11 on the list) :=Mr. President,

_Z-Brother Delogates, Ladies and - Gentlamen,—The resolution I am asked to support is
a resolution of resolutions. It is an embodiment of more than ome resolution, which

ought to have been dealt with Baparate'ly. Peorhaps for pressure of time all the three

-have been mergod into omo, and in endeavourmg to support it, one is required to comnserve
a1l his energy to bring his arguments fa bear upon all the three items involved in it.
X shall therefore, ladies and gentlemen, proeeed to support it, in & manner that I may
- ocover the resolution fully within the short time at my disposal. There is an old adage
which says, ¢ where there is n foult there i3 & halt’ That our Julers should shut their
doors ngainst those wishing to have an insight into their doings suggests the question :
- ave they foulty in their deeds? Presumption says that a Government ruling with sword
" end scales of justice is faultless. Then the question—why do they in cortain coses
Lry to eonduot their proceedings in closed chambers, disallowing the public from taking
part -in their deliberations—is naturally suggested. Perhaps they have taken a peculiar
' foncy for-the purda-naahm system., (Laughter.) Since they have thrown away their veil,
_yerhapg under the warmth of the press pourings, we must, according to this resolution,
. thank our rulers. The fact of their allowing Indian witnesses, pay their fare to and iro,
* and give them a supply. of warm clothing, is really worthy of our thanks, and while thank-
ing let us hope that the result of the deliberations of the Royal Commission shall enlist
~ the wormth of *the Commissioners as readily as the supply of warm clothing againat the
ool of Lnglan&. In sl such Commissions sll along official opinion prevailed snd 'the
- concessions granted, namely, enrolling our honoured leaders like Mr. Dadabhai Naoroji
ond others as members of the Commission and inviting Indian witnesess to give their
evidence are not unworthy of our thanks. We, the people of India, are traditionally
_known as a loyal and grateful nation. . For the smallest favaur shown to us, we are wont
-0 show our gratefulness, and therefore for such a lnrge favour we shall, as in duty bound,
ever feel grateful. Forward policy- or frontier war is justifed by our rulers with the
- excuse that it is for our safety. That it is not needs no demonstration. By waging war
sguinst the tribes, innocent ond ignorant tribos, our rulers incur their displeasure. They
are & class of faithful men and once their enmxty is incurred, our safety will be endonger-
ed, rather than insured.. - Therefore ik is jimpolitic to hunt after the tribesmen of the
frontier. Keeping them under subjugation and conserving & large force on the frontier
are considered necessary fo provent an aggression on India by a foreign nption. I would
suggeat the desirability of avoiding these precantions, to allow the Russians to pounce
upon India, thén our Congress Volunteers and our Talimkhana Vustaeds with their latfies
will turn our énemies by their masterly dexterous handling, without the need for
;-Martini rifles. ' (Cheers.) " Why? How did Arjuna or Bhima wage war? The former with
his bow and arxows (Dhanushye) and “the latter with his Gada (club) achieved sucoess
.against the gverwhelming forces of the Kurus. - Therefore, genilemen, it is clear that
the money spent on wers iz a_waste, The ilems of forward policy swell to such an
-extent that many useful items in.the budget are dropped for want of funds, whick become
" iglostic for svasteful. purposes. . The elaims of educational advancement such as technical,
commercial, and industrial are lost sight of Japon, for instance, gets her soms trained
‘dn- Belginm snd other European couniries, gnd derives great bemefit therefrom, not to

. 'sby she ia far more advanced in’ orts end indpstries than India. What is wasted in -

-~ wars if spent in the establishment of such schools, and if our countrymen are trained
similarly, our country may boast of being the producer of best cotion -and hides. Now
all odr .cotton and hides are exported to.{foreign countries, and when imported they
~ sssume new names, as Viloyalee Ohumbda pnd Sesmai Clecti. The curtsilment of war
~expenses and the drafting largely into publia service of native talent which has abun.
* dontly proved o be not a whit inferior, will leave o large surplus. As to the apportion.

" gment of charges, [ oonuder it absolutel; Tecossary that Englond should bear a Inrge
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ghare. Though Burma was conquered, it is being tilised for the benefit of ‘Englinh-
men, for, they are largely drafted imto that country and they are the people that
are benefitted by the Burman annexation. And yet, India should be called upon to pay
for Burma is reslly unjust. As to the Viceroy’s Council members being more repre.
sentative, I have to state that, at present, the nominated officials are classed as non.
officials as well as the olected, and consequently the eleoted—really mon-officials—are placed
under a great disadvantage in returning a proper representative o the Viceroy’s Council.
And the position of such returned representatives is really not emvisble, In discussing
the budget they have mo voice to move amendments on the budget allotments, I
would rather adoveate the abolition of the State Secretary’s Council., Buf, as such a time
is not mear, it is mnecessary that experienced and respected gentlemen of India should sit

* in the Council of the Secretary of State. When I say respectable gentlemen, pray do

not understand me to mean gentlemen like My. Bhownaghree. .(Hisses.) Regarding the
necassity of a Pnrliameﬁtary Commission being appointed to report upon the fiscal condition
of India, I would strongly urge its need and point out that while o Commission is appoint-
ed to inquire into and report upon the financial .condition of England, India’s financigl
condition should be left unaudited and unreported upon is unjust. It was in vogue in the
good old days of the John Company, and therefore a prayor of the Congress for its .
renewal nowis not unjust. With these remarks, I support the resclution and commend
it for the unanimous acceptance of the Congress dssembled, in view to ifs being communi-
cated with the President’s signature to the Royal Commission with the least practicable
delay. (Cheers.) :

Mr. Kesmaorao Josm (Negpur, No. 610 on the list) then addressed the meeting in
Marathi in support of the resolutoin. ‘ . :

The resolution was put to the vote and carried unanimounsly, |

The President : Gtentlemen, the next resolution runs thus :—® Omnibus Resolutionws
That this Congress conours with its predecessors in strongly advocating—= :

(a) Porsistent pressure by thie Government of Indiz on all Provincial Adminie
frations toinduce them to ecarry out in its integrity the excise policy enunciated

_ in paragraphs 103, 104, and 105 of the Despatch published in the Gazette of India of

March 1890, and the introduction of n simple system of effective local option; (b) 8
modification of, the rules under the Arms Act 8o as to make them equally spplicable
to all residents in, or visitors to, India without distinction of creed, caste or colour;
to ensure the liberal concession of licemses wherever wild animals habituslly destroy
humen life, catile or crops; snd to make all licenses granted under the revised rules
of lifelong tenure rTevocable only on proof of misuse, and valid throughout the Pro-
vincial jurisdiction in which they aro issued ; (c) the establishment of Military Colleges in
In-diu, whereat natives of India, as defined by Statute, may be educated and trained for 8
military career as Commissioned or Non-Commissioned Officers {according to capacity and
gualifications) in the Indion Army; (d} the authorizing and stimulating of a widespread
system of volunteering, such as obtains in Groat Britain, amongst the people of Indis;
(¢) the discontinuance of the grant of exchange compensation allowance to the non-domiciled
‘g:ropean :nd Eurasian etfuployés of Government; {f) the sholition of the Council of the
th“et‘“'_y of State for India; (g) the establishment of the High Court of Judicature i
¢ Punjab, , Co

A 1 » . - . 7 - ’
nd this Congress, conourring with ita Predecessors, records its protests =

reeei£:31 tig_“m" the scheme of reorganisation of the Nducational Service Which hes
Tndie. oo zh sanction of the Becrotary of State, as being caloulated to exclude natives of
Bt cu’tio:nge o'se who hl_we been educated in Englané[, from the superior grade of fhe
being T fotun. o which they have hitherto been adumitted, (the words of the Resolution

ré - tives of India who are desizous of entering the Education Departanel
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will usually be appointed in India and to the Provincial Service ) advocahng'thnt the
scheme may be so recast as to afford facilities for the admlssmn of Indmn graduates fo
the superior grade of the Educatioral Servioe.

(5) Agsinst the prosent rate of the Salt Tax, which produces great hardship to the
poorest classes of the country, o hardship which renders it incumbent upon the Government
to tuke’the earliest opportunity to restore the duty to its level of 1888, ° '

(c) Agauinst the disabilities imposed on Indian settlers in South Africa, and the
invidions and humiliating distinctions made between them and European settlers,
appealing to Her Majesty’s Government and the Government of [ndia to guard the interests
of Indian settlers and to relieve them of the disabilities to which they are subjected.

(d) Aguinst the retrograde policy -of the Government of India in nominating o
gentleman for the Central Provinces to the Bupreme Legislative Council without asking
local bodies to make recommendations for such nomination, entertaining the earnest hopa
that Government will be pleased to take early stops to give to the Central Provinces tho
same kind of ropresentation that it has already granted to Bengal Madras, Bombay and
the North-Western Provinces: .

And this Congress, also concurring with its predecessors, oxpresses its firm conviction :—

(¢) Thotin the interests of the public the Medica! Science and the Profession, as
also in the cause of economic administration, (1) there should be only one Medical Military
Service with two branches, one for the European Army and one for Native troops, worked
on identical lines ; (2) the Civil Medical Service of the country should be reconstituted
as & distinot and independent Medical Service, wholly detached from its present
Military connection and recruited from the opon profession of Medicine in India and
elsewhere, with due regard to the utilization of indigenoua talent, other things being

equal ; and (3) there should be a thorough open inquiry into the status and claime
of Civil Assistant Surgeons and Hospital Assistants with a view to the redressing of long
- standing anomalies and consequent grievances.

- (b) That the time having come when greater facilities are imperatively required for
higher education and the proper development of the Indian intellect than what are at presont
offered by examinations alone, the Acts of Incorporation of the Universitics of Calcutta,
Madras and Bombay should be amended so as to provide for the introduction of
toaching functions and for a wider scope of learning so ns to suit generally the
requirements of the present day.

(¢) That, having regard to the facility of intercourse botween all parts of India and
Assam, the time has now arrived when the Inland Emigration Aot T of 1882 as amended
by Act YII of 1893 should be repealed. .

~ (d} That it is dcsirable that in future no Indian Prince or Chief should be deposed
on the ground of mal-administration or misconduct until the fuct of such mal-administration
_or misconduct shall have been established to the satisfaction of a public Tribunsl whick
.shall command the confidence nlike of Gtovernment and of tho Indian Princes and Chiefe,
 (#) That, having regard to the opinion of the Jury Commission as to the success
of the system of trial by jury, and also the fact that with progress ol education a
sufficient number of educated persons is available in all parts of the country,
the system trial by jury should ba extended to districts and offences to which at present it
does not apply, and that the verdicts should be final, - | .

These resolutions have been thoroughly discussed at the previdus Congrossess; and if
is deemed unnecessary that proposers and scconders should put them before you formally.
It has been suggested that they may be placed beforo you from the chair. I shall only ask
one Marathi speaker to explain the gist of these propositions to those who do not under'-
stand English and shall afterwards take your votes upon the propositions.
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. Mg, V. H. Earanpixaz (Berar, No, 98 on the list) then addressed the m,getmg in
Harethx, explaining the proposmens moved by the President, . TSR, .

The omnibus resolution was put to the vote and carried nnanunously

. The Preendent The next reeoluhon runs in these terms : 5-:\- .

¢ That this Gongress, coneurnng. with prev:ous Congreseee, agum records its deep
regret that the labours of the Public Semee Commission, have plaetlcally proved void of
any good result to the people of this country, and repeats its conv\mtmn that no satisfactory
solution.of the question is possible nnless sffect ig given to the Resolution of the House of
Commons of $he2nd June 1893, in favour of holding the competitive examinations for.the
Indjon Uivil Services, viz., , Civil, Medioal, Pohee, Engineering, Telegraph, Forest, and Ac-
counts, both in Todia and i England. This Congress would once again respeetfully urge
on Her Majesty’s Governient that ¢he Resolution of the House “of ‘Commons ghould be
spoedily carried out as an act of justice to the Indmn people and a3 the only adequete
iulﬁlment of the pledges made tothem S - .. o

gt ,

This resolution has elso been dleoueeed at the prenona* Oongreesee end adopted by

_them. It has been deemed punecessary that it-should be placed before you -Iormally by 8

proposer and a seconder.- I shall accordingly put it to the vote,

v The resolution was carried unnmmone'lyn- TR
. The President : The next resolut;on mns as .follows —_ e
“That this Congress, bemg of opinion that tha Government of Indm. Nohﬁcatmn of
25th June 1891 in the Foreign Department gegging the Pross in Territories under British
administration in Native States, is retrogade, arbitrary and mischievous §n 'its nature, and
opposed to sound statesmanship and to the liberty of the people; egain enters Jts emphatle
protest against the same and urges its cancellation without delay ”oeoo .

Ishellputthmelsotothevote. o T T

-

The resolution was carried unanimously, | o o ', o

* The President : Tt is now 2-30 p.m., and the Gongress wﬂl ad]ourn :Eor an hour
~ . The Oongress re-assembled at 3-30° po. Cm e

. E

The President : Mr., Adam will move the next reeolut:on

.

Mz, Joux Apan (Madras, No. 5 on the list) who was reeelved. w:th Toud cheers,
8aid :~-Mr. Prosident and Brother. Delegantes,—The resolutios - whick I have to put before
you is worded as follows :—* That this Congress enters its -emphatic protest agsinst the
pohoy of government in provinces’ where the settlement of land revenue is periodical
i reducing the duretion of the settloment while enhancing its amount, and expresses its

firm -conviction that in- the interests. of: the <country it is absolutely ne%ﬂ”"? that the
lend Tevenue in such provmces shonld bo permanenﬂy settlerl." - LS

. Now, gentlemen,
n-ely before this Cong
from the chair witho
Jith your most hea

this ia a resolntlon which has been spoken to'go. often am{ 50 exhoust-
ress that it might, like some of its predecessors, have glmost been put
ut speech ;.and I am sure if that had been the case it would have met
riy approbation. But the resolution is dxﬁ‘arentmted to a °°rt“m
extent in this way that the evil is not what I might call a stationary evil bus is an evil
which is getting worse and worse as time goes on. Year after year the Government in
Yarious parts of the country are making their settlement operations more harsh and more
severe, they are neglecting more and more the principles which have been laid down for
their guidance hy theip great predeeeeeors and they are causing the revenue demand to
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press more and more harshly upon the great bulk of the population. ' Therefore, perhaps, Seoond Day.
it is necessary that some few words nt least should be uttered in support of this résolution . p.iiven vIL
£0 a3 to mark out its specisl importance. Fortunately as I have said it does not require " Land Revenuo
many words, and also fortunately for me if is not a subject which lends itself to or demanda S“"‘_‘_ﬁeﬂt-.
very grenf eloquence. It is rather a dry subject which when it comes to be discussed in & Mxa, Jomx Avaw
speech requires for its full elucidation the entering into a masa of details which would be -
+ quite out of place here and which very few people who have not made & special study of the
subject are able to understand. But the subject is one that can be understood by every-
one. Its true eloquence lies in this that it touches the hearts and the stomachs of the
great masses of the population of this couniry. (Hear, hear.) That is the kind of eloguence
which is not confined to the Congress pandal but which enters info every home in the
_gountry, however poor that home mny be; and not only does it thus personally affect
‘every individual but, as we know, it is very largely responsible, if not wholly . responsible,
" for the continual poverty and the ever-recurring fits . of exireme misery which
unfortunately afflict this country and especially the agricultural portion of it. In saying
g0 I am in a fortunate position. I cannot be accused of saying anything which is
chimerical or speculative or fanciful or prompted by any intent of unduly oriticising
Government or the policy of any portion of the- administration, because I only say what
has been uttered and repeated inthe most emphatic werds as true by until within a few
years ogo, I think, I may safely say, every statesman who las had to rule and govern the
interests of this Empire ; and not only by those whom we may call Indion Stateamen, for
ir expressions of policy have been approved, as wo know, by the statesmen who have in

England been assisti guiding them in the administration of the country. I can
hardly be accused tﬁ&%%Wments, or of urging as I have said, what is
chimerical or speculative, when I am only rapeWikﬂ Lord Cornwallis
and Sir Jobn Shore, Sir Thomas Muxro and Elphinstone, Wellesley ant-Conning, to have
no more. Everyone of these great men and a host of others have over and over again™ ——-— —._
in the most emphatic way repeated the expression of their opinion as to the want of a
permanent settlement being the cause of the great evils which afflicted the masses of the
~ population, and they have over and over again declared that the only safe, the only aound,
wise and statesmen-like poliocy for this country is to introduce throughout the whole
of it principles of permapence of demand and fixity of tenure for the agrioultural
/ population. (Cheers.) As you know the question of permanent sottlement was first pressed
by Lord Cornwallis and 8ir John Shore, afterwards Lord Teignmouth. Here, I wish to
ntter this osution. There will be always a great deal to be said and much criticism

offered as to the special details of any particular settlement, as to what parties onght to be
sottled with, what the amount ought to be and what the rules guiding it ought to be ;

there may be differences of opinion, there have been di&'erenoa? of op_ini?n as to these ; but N *] “-;"') .
{here never has been any differenice of opinion that the guiding principle of all should be \ N

permanence : that alone it is that cam give confidence fo the people. .I quote you two
sentences only of Sir John Bhore, which show the principles upon which the first real
British rulers of India were guided in that respect. He says “ to render the value of |
what Wwe possess permanent, our demands ehould be fixed.” That was the first great
priﬁ’ciple, and he further says: “ It is allowed thata considerable degree of inequality
is & less evil than a very grent degree -of unceriainty.” Those were the principles
which he nnd Lord Cornwallis carried out. Lord Cornwallis snifi—l bope you will excuse
me for just quoting one or two of Lia sentences=* The aftention ot. Government ought
therefore to be directed to render the assessment upon the la?ds 28 little bardensome as
possible ; thia i to bo accomplished only by fixing it.” With roforence to the Bengal
gettlement, there is a curious point to which T would call your attention because it is often
used s an argument by those who are opposed to permanent sctilement. They say Lord
Cornwallis and Sir John Shore were themselves at vanance npon oortain points in oconnece -
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tion with the settlement and that argument is used for the purpose of leading those who
do not know anything about the real facts to believe that there was some difference of
opinion between them as to whether settlement ghould be permanent or not.  But the fact
wos this : that the cause which led Sir John Shore to differ, to some extent, from Lord
Cornwallis was only in respect to this, namely, as to the time at which and the-ciroumstances
under which the settlement should be made permanent, and the reason was this,
as he states himself, that he was afraid that if the settloment was made permanent
at that time with their imperfect knowledge, they would find afterwarde fhat fhey had
inflicted cn the couniry the misery of a rackrent, What Bir John Sl_mre believed was that
Lord Cornwallis was going too quick and that if this permanent settlement were made
on that particular date they would find out afterwards, not that thoy had assessed the
people too low and that they would be sorry that they.could not .raise the demand
. afterwards ; but that they had assessed them too high and would be in the unfortanate
position-of being énabled to reduce the demand only after causing much misery. . (Cheers.)
That shows the principles by which those men were influenced. Passing ovér a long period
of history I ehall only trouble you with the opinions of two more who come at the other
end of the line. 1t was in 1862 that we had the Iast great pronouncement upon this
principle and as to what occurred there and as to what Lord Canning said. I do not think
that I can do betfer than read to_you, if yon will allow me, two- or three lines from an
admirablo little wark whic ope“everyone of you here who has not read will read—
# England sud India,” by our friend Mr. Romesh Chunder Dutt. (Cheers.) He says with
reference to the period of 1862 :— ' ' e

dia n 1860. Such
; and when the calamity” was over, the

“ A torrible famine desolated the North-Western Provi
relief as it was possible to organize was orgaps
new Viceroy tried to seck o eventive for such .calamities.” To an earnest and
sym rator like Canning the tiue remedy revealed itself at once, He remark-

‘ed that at each recurring land settlement the Government could increase its demand from

the produce of the land. He marked that the extension of cultivation and improvement
in the prices of orops could not, under suck a system, benefit the Indian fenant as it would
benefit the British farmer. He comprehended that under this system the people ‘of India
could save nothing, and could have nothing to fall back upon in yenrs of bad harvest. And
he had the courage to recommend that the Permanent Settlement, which had proved so
beneficial to the people of Bengal, should be extended to other parts of India.”” ﬁ

That was the matured opinion of Lord Canning seventy years after the Bengal perma-

nent settlement and the continued experience of the administrators of the country. And in
connection with it T would onl

_ : y ask you to listen to the words of the Sceretary of State
hmse:lf Bir C!mrlea - Wood, afterwards Viscount Halifax, in answer to the despatch of Lord
Conning.  Viscount Halifax writing as Secretary of State in July 1862 says :—m

“ After the most careful review of all these considerations Her Majesty’s ‘Government
are of opinion that the advantages which may- be reasonably expected to accrue, not
only to th.oae immediately concerned with the land but to $he community generally,
are guﬂimentl_y great fo justify them in ‘incurring the risk of some prospective loss of
!and Tevenuse in order to attain them, and that a settlement in perpetuity in the_ distriots.
in which the conditions required are or may be hereafter fulfilled is a measure dictated
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quoted. Unfortunately a considerable change has since 1862 come over the p}q of the
Government of India avd the Home Government with reference to fixiag permauently

. ‘the revenue settlement of the country, and we are now told, and told by a responsible
anthonfy, one who may be called almost the official exponent of the views of the Govern.-.

Second Day,

Resolution VII,
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‘ment on this pomt, Mr. Baden Powell, in his work on the Land Tenuves of India, that it M Jonn Adaxg.

has pow been demonstrated that mot thirty yoars or twenty years but twelve to twenty
years is about'the best and most satisfactroy period of settloment. So that from per-

‘manency we have come down to a period of twelve years. We had come to think that

thirty years was perbaps the very minimum and we were beginning to be almost thankful
“for. if, but this is whaot we are now fold, and we know that in settlements that have taken
~ place recently, those who are settled with are not even to be guaranteed any fixed time
. for. settlement, but ave told that probably twenty years will bo the vory maXimum period
of settlement, but they must not depend even on that. It is impossible on a subjeoct
.like this fo range over the whole of Indis, so if you will allow ine I will just montion in
~ & very foew words what bas occurred in the Districts of India with which I am best acquaint-
. -ed, the Madras Presidency, which as you know has a Ryotwari settlement, in which the

- period of settlement bas hitherto been thirty years, and. which is How undergoing the
" severe process of resettlement, as the Government of Madras calls it, upon striotly
scientifio principles.

1t was in 1883 only that the Seoretary of State in a despatch to the Government of India
announced that any idea of o permanent settlement thronghout the whole of India must be
formally abandoned. That we know now, but very few peopla seem to have known it
-at the time snd ocuriously encugh the Madras Government itself seem to have ‘besn
in total ignorance o crefary of State had laid down such a prinaiple.
. At least it was ignorant until thé year 1895 i1l that date the Gtovernment of Madras
. were fully under the impression that the old prici d regulated the iden of
"+ gettloment still existed and that their own settloment which was then im and
. which was then about to. be renewed was permanent 5o far as the value and classification
-of soils was concerned, and that the only alteration they could make in the future would be
in reforence fo the grain prices. In 1889 the Government of Madras in answer to a
representfation which had been made to them by a Committes which had been sitting upon
. agricultural sub]ects impressing upon Government the value of permanent setiloment, wrote
" as follows +— S, .
"~ The recommendation that legmlatlon should boe undertaken for the purpose of
defining authoritatively the status of the ryot need not be noticed at length, for it is made
under & misapprehension of the real fact. . . . . Nor has the Government any intention
of revising the clasaification of soils. This principle has been repeatedly laid down and is
very clearly stated in the Settloment Manual. The statement to the contrary in
the Manual of Administration is incorrect and the re-classification of the Chidambaram
Taluk is nmot a vidlation of the assurances of Government, as this taluk hns never
been’ settled on the system now followed throughout the rest of the Presidoncy.”

- That was what Lord Oonnemara’s Government said in 1889 and until 1895 the atanding’

-orders of the Board of Revenue in the Madras Presidency contained this passage. I quote
from an edition of the standing orders issued so late as 1889 under the editorship of a
very distinguished Madras native administrator, Mr. Chentsal Row, and these remmned
the instruction to Revenne Officers of the Pramdency down fo 1895.

. %It ia to be explained, however, to the ryots that there will be no re-classification of the
s0ils or calenlations ef fresh grain values, that the rates of asseasment will be revised entu-ely
with reference to prices,—and that no attempt will be made to assess any additional value
‘which may have been given to land by improvementa effected by ryots, even if carried out
by means of oaphal hormwed from Government.”

{

_ ——
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In 1895 the setilement of one of the largest and wealthiest districts in the Madras
Presidency was being carried out and there was very oonmsiderable agitation about the-
enormous enhancement which had béen made in the district and it wae pointed out to-
the Government that they were mot carrying out their own rules and regulations..
Then they made s great discovery. They found out that this despatch had been sent:
by the Becretary of State for India in 1883. It has never been explained whe-
ther the Government of India suppressed it and did not send it to the Government.
of Madras or whether the Government of Madras had forgotten all about it ; and our friend
the Hon’ble Mr. Subba Row and others in the Legislative Council have been unable to get
o copy of this despaich. No one knowa anything about it except that it contains the
baro statement I have quoted that the ides of & permanent settlement should be
finally abandoned. Then the Madras Government suddenly issued a notice cancelling’
the statement in the standing orders which I have just read to you and substituted
this for it. o e I '

% At ench settlement and re-seftloment of a District Government will fix at its disore-
tion the period for which such settlement or re-settlement shall be in force.”- The Collector
shall then notify the period in the District Gazette, and explaip to the ryots that the new
rates will not be liable to alteration during the currensy of the settlement period ; but on
the expiry of the emid period Government reserves to itself the right to- revise the
assossment in such manner as may then seem just and proper, either with refer-
ence solely to a rise or fall in prices, or with reference nlso to other considera~ -
tions such as would require a re-classification of soils or a recalculation of the graim
out-turns.” ‘ ' oo

So that all the revenue and uttlememrm Presidency that
had been, ever since the £ © service, advising the ryots that they were to have

10 chango-oxcopt what might be necessitated by variation in grain prices, had simplj besn

——

made utter fools of, have to eat their own words and tell the ryots, “ we were quite wrong .
in everything we told you ; so far from having permanency of soil valuation and a possible-

variation of grain values at intervals of 30 years, you need only expect to have both altered
and your ssitlement rates changed at any moment the Government desires.” The present.
arrangement can be stopped to-morrow, if Government chooses, and the whole caloulation
can be altered. Now, this is an evil whick s incrensing ; the longer it is let alonme, the
more bold Government become in enhancing the settlement. In fact the only rule with
reference to the demand seoms to be to fix it at the maximum amount which can safely be
extracted from the people ; that is which will just not compel the people to abandon the
land and so prevent anything at all being collected. Thus with referenee to the settloment
in Madras in one district the increase as shown by scientifio principles came to something.
like 45 per cent. upon the revenue. The Government thought that was a little too much
%0 extract and so they cat it down, not upon any principle at all, apporently to something
like 25 per cent. and eaid that that would be sufficient. In the next district which came
fo bo settled also on the same principles, the settlement officers showed that upon thesa

\/prinoiplea the increase should be something like -70 per cent. which is- still worse and
c

onsequently the amount was cut down to something like 33 per cent. It would be too
long to go into here and to expose the absurdity of the scientific system but the scientific
system really comes to nothing ; because you can mnke a system which will produce any
rosult yau choose, and if the result turns out to be too big or too little you have nothing to

40 but to eut it down or enhanc it without referonce to any system whatever and that -is
rhat the Madras Government have been doing.

There are only two reasons or what pur-
port to be rensons which I have been able to find for this departure from the uld policy

and for t?xiu inorease of assessment. These two reasons were formulated by the Board of
Rovenue in Madmajn one of its orders. Those two reasons are : First ¢ the exigencies of
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the Government * and secondly ¢ the re-adjustment of taxation in -the in&q\tu of the S%Oond Day.
general public.” X will take the second of these first. We are told that it is necessary for ' Resolution VIL
the re-adjustment of taxation in the interesta of the general public. I will not troubls you LanduReO:enua-

with quotations but long ago the very same specious argament was raised with reference to Bettlement,
the permanent settlement in Bengal and was completely quashed by Lord Cornwallis. He ™ Mg, Jomr Apasc
said that if when one maun’s property improved and another man’s property deteriorated =~ ~ ——

. $hey should take awny from the man whose property had improved for the purpose of
assisting the ' man whose property had not improved, such a course was no re-adjustment of
taxation at all. It wes nothing more or leis than asserting that the whole land

~ was entirely in the power of the Government to_do with it just as it chose

_ without consideration of any principle. Look at it with reference to settloment it

self : it the re-settlement of a distriot is mnecessary for the re-adjustment of taxation

- one ‘would think naturally that it would mean increasing the assessment on properties

which had improved and decreasing the’ assessment on propertics which had detorio-

rated or which hed beon originally too highly assessed ; but although you find abundant in-
stances where property which is supposed to have appreciated receives an enhanced taxation,
do you ever find any instance in which property which has been ovsrtaxed or has deterio-
rated receives o diminution of taxation? With reference to this very distriot of Tanjore,
to which I have referred, the Government refused to go to the expense of re-nssessing one-
third of the district, and what waos their renson for not re-assessing it ¢ Iu their own

- words it wos because that part of the country was so poor that there did not seem to he any

.chanoe of getting a higher revenue out of it. "If they are going to bring in the principla
of readjustment they should have said part of the enhancement of the rich portion should

" go to relieve the Mﬁﬁom But the latter is left to bear this heavy

taxation, a taxation which made it so poor -W:m* bear another pie ,

- put on it. On acconnt of extreme dema.nds, ) enormoualy the nssessment

upon the other two-thirds of the district which they think is rich emouph-and weslthy

.. enough to bear'it. Then generally re-adjustment of toxation means incressing taxation——

_ on classes where it i8 too light and relieving from it where it is too heavy. Where is there
anywhere throughout the whole of the country any relief from taxation ? Is the income-tox

“or the salt-tax diminished ¥- Is any tax in the country diminished 8o as to relieve one olass
of the population and throw a greater burden on another supposed more able to bear it t
No, it is only the one class of the population whose financial burdens are enhanced and no
telief is given to any other portion of the population. The second resson is the exigencies
of Government. . You all know that is the trze reason and that is the only reason. 1t is

- ot an argument, it is only a reason—* we must have money and this is the only way we

‘oan get it.” They squeeze the agricultural population and owing to peculiar circumstances,

" peculiar habits and long established customs of the population, it is possible to thus obtsin
an enhanoced revenue without actually driving the people off the Iand. The people in this

"country like those of many other countries are by inherited sentiment so aitached to the »
Jand that the Government ¢an go on practically to any extent inoreasing the ngrioultural

" rate of nssessment without at the same time giving the people any real option as to whether

~ ormot they will accept it. - 'With reference to that if you will allow me, I will just read to
'yon a fow lines by a gentleman who was a great suthority on the subjeot, because it abo.
Yishes an argument which is very often urged and drawn from other countries, For
instance, in my own country Beotland, the sgriculturists, it is said, are glad to take thirty

years lensos and do not demand that they should have any permanency atall. Thatis s

" ery speoious argument ; but when it is applied to Indian life, it is totally fallacious. A
-great authority in Madras a good many years ago, Mr. Dykes, who was then Collector of
“Salom, who hes writfen a most interesting history of the Salem district, which like mony
-other good books is now forgoiten, and which containa really more information about the
atate of the country than many other more pretentious volumes, had made ce1fzin repres

1 : -
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sentations to the Madras Government with reference to the permanent -settlement.

_He dealt with this argument, then apparently strongly urged, “in -','the following
terms i— o . - N .

« QOppital is freely sunk at home on a limited lease with an unconditional surrender
at the end. A Beotoh farmer, for example, will not hesitate to embark his whole fortung
on 30 years. For, at the end of his Joase, if he and his londlord can’t agree as fo terms
for the future, he realizes his stock, &o., and moves with eaze to where he can get land ox
torms that suit him hetter. But in India, it s not one, nor a thousond, A'bnt"perhaps a
hundred thousand ryots, that must take up this 30 years lease at the same time § and* it is
100,000 ryots that must be prepared, when the lease is up, to realize- also, 6t ofie and the
same time, and move if necessary. But how is the agricultural stock of a district of ten
or fitteen thousand square miles to be realized  .And where ate 100,000 ryots to go?
The position of Scotch and Indian lenseholders at the end of the Iease is very different ;

and this affects the whole question.” e T e
“ An unconditionl loase leaves the agricultural capital of & whole district at the .
mercy of the officer chosen to revise the rates; and I fear that such n change in the

"Ryotwari Tenure will be felt more and more injuriously s ‘the lease draws towards a
close.” : B :

¢ The whole of the agricultural population of the country- is nt the mercy of the
settlement officers,” That, I am sure, is & state of things which will certainly not approve
itself to my present audience. If further proof were required it would be found in _thg
fact thet the present system can only be worked by the greatest exceutive severity in good
years and by remissions in any years falling below the crost~—No-system betier calculated
than o rack-rent, collected by distraint
and secured by compulsory reiiseiomsr—With refererics: to the reason I have just men-
tioned, thevxigenties of Government, T do fiot think I need enter' into that question at

all ; that really hns to be dealt with from the other side of the shield end has already

been spoken to this morning.. The exigoneies of Government: arise, ‘not because the
revenue is too small but because the expenditure is t0o great; The true remedy which
would alter the balance and which would give us some chance of getting some permanency
snd fixity of sottlement and thereby increase the  general wealth: of the people musé
be by reducing the expenditure ; then only and not till then will we be able to secure some
of the benefits which wo desire. Becauss if this money has to be spent, it has to be got
somaw:here. The Government of India say and foel they are driven to it; they cannot do
anything else but take it where they can got it; that is under the present oircumstances the

only way they can get it is by eohancing the land revenue,. If money is taken out of the

pockets of the people and put into the pockets :
whatover that purpose may be, s oxmao i 1 s ey of o plo sad

wan the money. cannot remain in the pockets of the people and

::. l;:;lnai as 1: lt; t%lus.d.mined out of their pockets, there cannot be the glightest opportunity

am Oon:f::tl :;;drgng above the scale of poverty in which so ‘many at present exist I

rvote o Y at thore are plenty of rich ryots. Well of course you do find rich

:trlj:nn 1o meny places. You will find the Lrain of g ryot not of a uniform quality ony more
that of other men; ang S - '

. plenty of them are both able and willi ise above, indeed
to . . and willing to rise above,
%0 rise upon heir poorer neighbours. But that does not interfere with the genoral p;-mciplq.

;l:::ai :r:u:o;:rjtrp? 3:. the general mass of the labouring and working populatign who at
of the country, Y s . S .
transformed from yeoman ;ayrn:: T have heard even- officials admit, aré gradually being

e 8 they should be, into ngrionltural slaves. Now,
f:::::’i:n;iu; sorry I haYe detained yom 80 long and extoeded my time, but really tho
pressed upon t:;:::‘ydgl:fa importanca. It is'one which requires to be kept continually
<the smie Xime | m_ \ the G:Lovemment here and of. the Government at Home, but at

: @ I fear it is a subject where wa shall have very litile chanoe of success unless

——



;e succeed in our other objecis, namely, the reduction of expenditare. We must keep this Second Day.
thing in view and remember that the great mass of the population are really, as X said  geqution VII
before, in o state of poverty and misery, a state to which the rulers of any country  Land Revenue
ought never to subject their fellow-brethren. It is the universal opinidn that there is Settlomeut.
‘1o more sober, hardworking, industrious and frugal people than the rural population Ma Jon:__ Apady
:of this pountry, and it seems certoiuly a very hard thing—to say nothing Ioes-—

-that the fruit of their labour should be so poorly recompensod. (Cheers) I hope

‘thorefore that you will carry this resolutxon which I have put before you with
mrdmhty i : R

“The Hon. M. D. 8. Gasuo (Bombay, No. 47 on the Imt) :—Mr. President, Lodios  Tng Hox. Mn, D.
and Gentlemen,—In seconding the resolution which has been so ably moved by Mr. Adams 8. ?f:_““'
' T will only follow him with a fow remarks. The experiences we have passed thmugh
f-duﬁng‘ the year now expiring—a year of floods, famine and pestilence—have accentuated
" ‘the necessity of repeating this resolution which has been more than once passed by former
‘Congresses. The agriculturist is the salt of the country, and howover much and howover
/‘%,ng we may have to knock at the doors of Government for this essential improvoment in
s condition, it cannot be said to be trouble spent in vain. The ogricultariat is the heart .
of the natiot.  He finds fo0d not only for himself but for the laboring millions who make
‘up the greater part of our village population ; and we have seen during the last famine
‘how when oné harvest fails there is “starvation throughout the country. This pinch, this
Lelplessness, this necessity for support from outside is felt only in those provinces which
_ore the subject of periodical revisions of assessment. It is for thoso provinces that the
~Government has found it necessary to provide an Agriculturists Relief Act—not for ox-
{ traordmary visitations like famine but for ordinary times. It might be snid that the ryot -
| 4i8 an unthrifty animal and fixity of tenure will do him no good. - He will slways bo head
-and neck in debt and it will only be the paresitieal Marwadi who will bonefit by any such
' -measure-as we nsk for. - Gentlemen, we all know that it is only those who are hopelossly
. involved that are always the greatest spendthrifts, - Every man who con show n credit
( -balance to his acconat will always be careful to keep his expenditure within it; and no
“eonsiderations of show or popular epplause will induce him 'to give tho second place to
-considerations of economy. But that is not the condition of the ryot in our provinces.
! His normal condition is one of indebtedness and he does not stint any expenss on marriage
E “and other ceremonies becanse he feols that others have to pay for his wants. Periodicsl
: &urveys are harmful in more ways than one,” They induce a feeling of insecurity and dis-
i courgge all improvements because the ryot knows that they will only add to his burdens.
. “These revisions were hitherto made after every 30 yesrs; but now-a-doys it is thought
£ _proper to limit the term to 20, 12 and in some cases even to 10 years. Agricultare as our
- Marathi proverb goes is very onerous in its beginning. A ryot can hardly moke a fair
- .start before he is at least 5 or 10 years old. Before, therofore, he has time to breathe
&}véely, 80 to speak the gaunt spectre of revision comes forth to scare him. This short-
sighted policy is rainous fo the poor pensantry. And as to the ways of tha sarvoy officers
they are simply mysterlous In favor of reduction no argument is so strong and no
50 authority is 0 high that they must ndeds accept it. They look upon enhancement na their
~raison de elre and even the appearance of persons to be seen from a pawusing railway
'_*_tiam is pressed into service as an argument for this purpose. How far such a system is
. beneficial s & problem which deserves the serious consideration of Government. I Lope
“4he" nnited voice of yon all will induce Government to retrace thoir steps. The longor the
~term of assessment the greater will be the healthy growth in the prosperity of the peaple, .
The term should not only be 30 but should be 60 or 90 years to enable Government to
: ndva.nce cautiously if need be.f But that a permanent settlement is the final remedy for
s great many ills there can bo no doubt. IfI may be allowed to adapt to present. cire

1
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Second Day. cumstances the well known lines of Goldsmith I would say that a perma_,nenf sottlement

Resolution VI, Wil oreste . , E o
Imslzduneveiue - h * A bold peasantry their country’s pride, . = -
ttlemen oo : A ; ;

‘Which once secure will every danger tide, - _ .
‘ —— * . : o
Taz How. Ma. D, At this time owing to our evil starsa distrust of the people is engendered in the minds
8. 9_‘:‘"" of Government,~with or without reason I will not stop to 'inquire.. But I can say
this with confidence that there can be no better safeguard against all apprehended internal
dangers than a ocontented peasantry which a permament seitlement or its equivalent
alone can ensure.. They will be a standing example of loyalty and devotion to Govern-
ment which will defy op'position. They will be a standing menace to the enemies of
Glovernment, They will be, for all purposes of internal peace, a- force less costly buf far
moro valuable, to Government than the army which is fighting others’ cause beyond opr
frontiers, (Hear, hear.) "It will be a greater guarantee of peace than the terrors of Reg,
XXV of 1827 or the reactionary amendments which are proposed o be made in .
the Penal and Criminal Procedure Codes. A statesman who will give a permanent
seitlement to nll India will be the greatest benefactor not only of India but of
the British Empire. May Ambs, the guardian divinity of Amraoti, to whom allusion
was made by the Chairman of the Receptior Committee in his opening speech,
- inspire the great English statesmen who rule over this empire to rise equal fo the
pituation.  (Cheers.) . ‘ Co _

-

AR y.e{ h " Mz, 8. V. Baacvar (Berar, No. 68 on the list) then addressed the mecting in Marathi
In support of the resolution to the following effoct imm ' R e

%n_ 8.V, BuaBivar, Mr. President, Ladies and Gentlemen,—I wish to speak a few words," as the time
— allotted to me is very short, on the most important subject of the Permanent Settlement

of land revenue, the resolution moved by Mr. John Adams, barrister-at-law of Madras, This

is not the firat time that the present resolution has been brought before _this august body,

but every year since almost the birth of the Indian National Congress the subject has been

discussed, resolutions passed and copies sent to India Government with a request to give due

attention to it. But in vain. ' ‘ '

—d N

_In the year 1860 the N. W, Provinces of India unfortunately suffered fromi a severe
£a.mne‘. In 1861 a Commission was appointed to inquire into thé causes of it. The
Comumission in an exhanstive report npon the evidence collected, “earnesily” recommended
the extension of the Permonent Settlement of the land tax. - This ‘recommendation
(_)f th? Oommission was sirongly supported by the highest authorities on--the sube
]etl]l: including Sir George Edmonstone, the Hon’ble Edmond Drummond end many
others. : - e L

Grentlemen, it was a fortunate time to India,—perhaps the. most raﬁmrkable period

full ‘of. Benerosity and kind sentiments of the British Rule. The officers in whose hands the
) dostinies offIndin rested then were almost all of the type of Karna and Dharma. in their.
liberullity and justice, On the receipt of the re'p:)rt of the Famine Commission, Lord
Cnnmng, the then Viceroy and Governor General of Indis, not only highly 'approvad of the
suggestions made by the Commission but went a step further and recommended the sale of
waste lands free of land-tax and the permission to redeem the existing land revenue by the
pnyfnent of an adequate sum of money, as a necessary measure to mitigate “the evils-of
| famines, and expressed his thorough belief that increased security and fixity of property and
comparative freedom from the interforence of fiscal officers of the Government will tend to

‘greate a Qlusﬂ, Whioh ll‘hough mmposed o! H - B 1
bound to the British rule, various races and oreeds, will be peculiariy
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. ' The Seéreiai-y of State in giving it his entire adhesion gave as his opimon that the
. advautages derived from a Pormanent Settlement are not graat only to thoss immediate-
iy connected with land but to the community generally, and is 8 measure direoted by
sound poliey and calculated to accelerats the development of the resources of India and

“to ingure to the highest degree the welfiire and _contentment of all classes of Her Mn]esty'n
~ subjects in the country.

.Buf, alas ! Lord Cu.nmng, whoso name hu hecome an hnusehold word, retmd and
. died, and a change of ministry drove away our dreama of Permanent Settlement. How
much India suffered since then, it ia impossible to state. Fumnine visitations have become
. 'periodical. Each time hundreds of thousands, nay millions, die of starvation, The lute
famine was of a serious nature and spread over the area of the whole country. The death-
‘rate from starvation would have bzen emormous and unparalleled in the famine history
of the whale world, but for the prompt measures adopted by the Government; great
sympathy shown by the peoples of Great Britain, the British Colonies, and America, by
their generous aid and the last but not the least the charitable naturs of our own country-
men: wha spared nothing to save lives from starvation by opening poor houses all over
: ‘the country and by giving charitios,

" Gentlemen, if you wish to have a real idea of the past and the present state of Indin,
_ picture 40 yourselves a woman, once ver'y beautiful, extremely lovely, most attractive,
richly garmented, decorated with costly jewellery, and placed in happy circumstances; but
now ghastly, pale, reduced to o mere skeleton of bones, with deep sunken ayes, wretchedly
.. olad, exhausted and fatigued. In faot, she looks more like a dead than a living crenture.
Indeed her condition is bad enough to lead her to self-destruction but for ote happy circum-
" stance.’ ook there (pointing to the first of the thres paintings that were hung om the
_ pillars of the platiorm marked ¢ Present,” # Past ™ and “ Future’’) she has given birth to a
" malerchild, | How glad, how happy she feels. See how ecarefully ehe hns placed the baby
on her lap and how fondly she is looking at it. Bhe ia surrounded by her dear and faithful
frionds, Messrs. Hume, Wedderburn, Bounerjeo, Dodabhai and many others, and they are
also looking at it most wistfully (pointing to the second pictare). That infant-child has
this day grown into a lusty boy of twelve years, and.is taken by his beloved mother with
her friends to Her Majesty the Empress of Indin to be presented to her and the Emprass
is blessing him, 'The last picture shows the future earnest wish of the lad which is the
zeul union among the subjects of Hor Majesty the Empress of India,

Generous and kind hearted ladies and gentlsmen, would you not like to sympathize
. with the woman in her abject state and try to restore her to her former atate, ae far as
possible?  If 20, you could only do it by suppnrtmg the resolution moved by our Yearned
friend, Mr, John Adem of Madras, which protests against the policy of Government in
the provinces where the settlement of land revemue is periodical and proposes a fixed
permanent sottlement. (Cheers).

Mz. D. N.- Knaug (Central Provinces, I\o 624 on the list) also addreased the meetmg
in Marathi. ’

Mkg. Pmmmne BAI’UJ], {Berar, No. 309 on the hst) also addressed the meoting in
Marathi $o the following effect :—

- Mr. President, Ladies and Brother-delegates,—My predecessor Mr. Adams has just
ably moved the propoeition to introduce the aystem of Permanent Settlement, and I shall
do my humbie efforts to support the motion.

~ The proposition is, year after year, brought to the Congress platform and is there

unonimously passed. - But it is a matter of profound regret for me to observe that the

Government have not yet done snything to give effect to our unsnimous wish and prayer,

It is boyond doubt that the cultivating classes will not be well off, as fung as the concession
15 [

#
'

Second Day.

Reaolution VIL

Lund Ruvennw
L:icul«meus.

M 8. V. Buaa-
VAT,

Me. D. K. Knane,

Mz Panounravag
Barvir,



I 58 ] ' | -
of Permanent Settlement, 56 eagerly sought for; is not gﬁmte& by the Iﬁpariul_ Govern-
Second Day. oty : : _
- ment. The wofortunate feature of our situntion, which we huve bitterly to deplore, lies

l:so(llngzn VIL. in the fact that the state of the people is.hardly likely to be represanted in- its true light

?z:lettlen::::o to the Tmperial Government, even while the revision of assessment is actually in progress,

Ms, Pavoorang by the officers entrusted with this -responsible” work. You may very well see how the
Baron, things go on, when you attend to what litfle I beg to tell you in this com;leolion. -

Bejng a residens of Berar, my observations will, in a large’ “medsure, be oonfined to

the state of things that locally obtains here. ~ Since the time for revision of sarvey arrived,

o'work of making a revised survey of land, and consequent enhanced assessment is

\/glz)ing on ir each Taluk in the due order of sequence. To justily and ‘support a scheme

for the enhancement of assessment rates,” the survey officers had to make the best of the

‘Sb statistical information they possessed of the houses, cattle.and conveyances, &c., which
were said to be ropidly incressing in nimber in each Taluk, and to make the'external
side of the popular condition a strong basis for the very sweet assertions. importing that
there could not exist any valid objections to the. enhancement of the assessment rates, -
in 80 far as the people appeared to be happier and wealthior than before, - These assertions
"~ 25d others of the like import find place in the reports which are submitted by these
officers to the Government. On a report similur to the one alluded to having been submitted
to the Loocnl Governmen$, the Bérar Sarvsjanik Sabhasubmiited a memorial protesting
against the proposed enhancement, on the ground that the people were not sufficiently welk
off to be able to bear the enhanced rates of assessthent. In spite of all these protests
and repregentations, the sssessment of Land Revenue was enhanced in conformity with the
recommendations made by the survey officers. Colldotions have been. directed to be made
according to the new rates, The representutiond made by the survey officors’ were, it
would be hence clear, deemed wore worthy of -weight and eredit than these importunate
- prayers of the people for fairness and justice. However, the real state of ‘the people could
not for long lie concealed ander borrowed charms. Tn 1896 the monsoons failed at the
gn.d and we had no good orops. Failure of crops was atterided with starvation and wide
misery. It is no exaggeration to say that- the people, who were solely dependent on
agrinu]tural Iabour for their livelihood, could not hold their own against the famine
g:]t::;:;l ::r::tfc:-et; period of two moufhs., ) This‘ will P”‘“_ you.iu a better position to
. alth .or means of subsistence this olassi of people possesses, Numbers

wero drtven fo earn their bread by working at the famine relief works. Sach of the people
ns remained idle at home and had to sdstain their lifo on the future’ hope of beiter days
were compel!ed: to dragon’ their miserable days by feeding upon scanty food mixed with
r;n:; and _w:lc% vegetables. The true pioture bf the famine-stricken fawmilies, and specially
01 the °“1""“‘“fg clusses, con be. ‘better imagined than described by those who have had
personal experience .of the impoverished coudition of villagers. Reduced to such s
::::;:l:ed::::d t:;":’f:‘(}iey were, the cnl‘tivutors could not ou any accunt eseape the
L ernment dues, which were realized by all means.- What little

phose of affluence is apparent in the surroundin
earned by him by field labour,
oreditors.

gs of a cultivator is due not to any saving
but is mainly the cutcome of his utter indebtedness to the
_ . The socret lies not4ar to seek. It is u serviceable devise to be used to induce
the. oreditors to advance loans. I may without hesitatior: say that Berar thus stands on
. the’ same footing with the other Provinces which Mr. Hume has truly described to be

deoply involved in pecuninry embarraisment. To bear cut the truth of this remark I
only refer you to the statistical information contajn

Registration Department and Judicial Administration, The extremely lnw percentage of
the amounts, realized in execution of decrees,

bears atrongly on this question. No debt or
~claim is i i i ] i §
.- Rav::s:-ble of .iull and immediate satisfaction et‘:eept the GovaF-nn?en.t demand of

ed in the loeal annbual reports of the
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“~Some officera try to maintain that the people pay the Land Revenue punctually because
they are lowly assessed. The'truth is, however, that the people do their - beat to save the

* 1and which is the sole source of their livelihood, from being alisnatod in exeoution of the
dreadful process which is in force for the oollection of Land Revenues. It is for this sole

object that the cultivators goneraily exert themselves to be punctual in the payment of
the Government dues, despite all the difficulties and urgent wants of their own which
are great, various and pressing.

The fnrce and {rath of this observation will eas:ly come homa to his mmd who has

*;actually seen how the cultivators paid the Government dues or the Land Revenues, ot a
Aime when the distress of famine was bikterly felt all over the country, The horrors of

famine of the last year, I believe, are quite fresh in your mind. 'This js not g mere idlo
chattering. - Mr. Jones, some time Commissioner in Berar, hos apenly admitted that the
people of Borar are very calm and obedient. The famine of 1877 waa in some places as bad
as that of the lost year, but the Government dues were not, evon then, left to be in arrears,
This fact, as well as the fact that the Government dues are being promptly and regulorly
paid, even when the famine is devastating the country, will, I imagine, be sufficient to show

that the Berar people are very obedient, submissive and helplessly poor. This peaceful,

trait of character and epirit of innocence of our people is, it seems, being unfortunately
‘taken agdvantage of in the enhancoment of the I.aud Revenue. One may naturally inquire

.why the penﬂs did pel_petition the Gavernment, if the enhanced rutes weve oppressive.
. The answer

their Land Assessment enhanced' &0 heavily. Further they aré guite ignorant as to when,
- within what time, how ahd to whom, petitions are to be addressed. There is another point

‘thig is simple. 1t is now for the first time that the people of Berar see

'to be borne-in mind in this connection. 1f a bandful of some well-menning gentlemen

- orvillagers petition the Taluka or Distriot Officers in this respect, they arve nnturally

diffident of success. Partly the growing apathy of the peOple towardsa public demonesration

* throngh fear .of being exposed to public calamny or reprobation accounts for the inaction

that ie observable in the persona who are by virtue of their education or weslth entitled
to o lead and following——1 may say here, I think, without fear of contradistion, that as

many a8 eighty-five people in a hundred have no other source of living than field labour,

and that the majority of the people will thus be driven to much ruin and misery. if the
assessment rates mre s0 heavily inereased. Under these circumstances them we all fool

_bound earnestly to besecch the Government to take compassion on the poor ryots and

expedite the introduotion pf .the system of a permanent settlement throughout the whole
of India, as without it the condition of the people will hardly prosper.

< With these few words I beg to second the proposition which was, as I have nlrendy

; saui - vory ably moved and eloquently axpressad by Mr. Adams, and 1 request you to carry

* it unsnimously.

The resolution was put to the vote and carried unanimously.

Mg. J.. CHowperi (Bengsl, No. 670 on the list) :—Mr. Chsirman, Ladies and
Gantlemen,——-I have been calied upon by the .Chairman to move the following
resolution :— ‘

# That this Congress notices with satisfaction the support of public opinion both in
England avd in Indis which the question of the separation of judicial and executive
funotions in the administration of justice has received, and this Congress once again appeals
to the Government of India and the Becretary of State to take practical steps for speedxly
carrying out this much-needed reform.”

"1 cannot rise to move this resulution without foiling to remind you of a memorable and
illustrious name—the name of Mr. Manamohan Ghose {cheers),~—intimately associated with
the present resolution. You all know Mr. Manamohan Ghose was not only one of the

Seoond Day.

Resolution VII.

Land Revenue
_ Bettlement,

Mn. Panpupasn
Baruwir

. em—

Resolution VI1I.

Separation of
Judicial and
Paecutive Admioia=
tration,

Me J. CB_ownml.l'.



[ 8 ]

Second Day. pioneers of our political progress, His nume was also associated with all causes of f;rog vess

o VIIL and reform in our country. ' Leaving aside tlm questions of pu-blio life ‘I may say the
R:j;:;‘:?m of  Present resolution foll within the province of his own profession. - You all know that

- Judicial and  * Mr, Ghose enjoyed the largest and longest criminal practice in Bengal. - When' 1 say that
Executive Adminis-

tration, . an Advocate of the.High Court enjoyed the largest oriminal practios in Bengal it is no
Mz, J. CaOWDHAL exaggeration 1o say that he wae one of the men whd had the largest experiencs, if not
g the man who had the largest experience, in India as regards the administration of criminal

justice in the mofussil. He had devoted the whole of his life-long labour for securing
the separation of the judicial from the executive functions, because he in his practical work
hed experienced the difficulties and the drawbacks of the. blending of the two which has
made the administration of justice in our country a very difficult task and to a great
extent prejudioial to the people who seek justice at the hands of the executive. You know
that through his life-long lubour Mr. Ghose collected a number of cases ; and through
thirty yenrs of experience after making a special study of this subject, he presented a case
for the’ separation of the judicial from the executive fumotions, which when he first put
foywurd before the executive Government of Bengal, the oivilians in a body laughed at
and ridiculed him. But he persisted in putting it forward ; and we know from the .
‘organs ‘of English opinion that they now recognize that he was right {cheers), and tla
only objection that they can advance —I do not think itisa reasonable objection for not.
carrying out this reform—is that Government cannot afford it .at:present and that
they have no money to--spare. But-with regard to that, the speakers who" déalt with
this subject in previous years have unswored the—tnse-put forward by the Secretury of
Btate and others who are for keeping' the two functiona. fogether, I ask’ this
Congress to press this subject from year to year till we have accomplished it.. After
the exposition of this subjeot by the late Mr Manamohau Ghose, it will he presumptnous
ou wy part o add anything, but I may put forth two general grounds for this reform.
The first ia the question of the division of labour and the proper functions of the judiciary
and executive require this change. You-find--the administration of crifinal “qustice s
not so popt:lnr in this country as the administration of civil justice is. You have heard
from the report of ‘the Public Service Commission and olso on’ the authority of High
Court Judges and the Advocates' Greneral- and-other high authorities that our Munsifs
and Subordiuate Judges are very efficient officers and = very fow of thejr vases when they
are brought up in appeal in Appellate Courts are reversed. Do yon know what is the
resson?  Becouse they can administer justics without looking to the right or to the left.

They decide the cases on the evidence and the records before .thfam.'. But in what position

are our Subordinate Magistratea? . When they got a cnse they have not only ta rely

upon the evidence and pecords before them, but also they have to look back on what the
Magistrate who is the responsible hend of the District.will think. He will perhaps call |
ion: on ?xp'lnnation as to whythey had granted many adjournments. The cose might re .
quire ewdan.ea to be taken from witnesses who are not fortheoming but the Magisirates
dare not give adjournments, Apgain if the sentence ia lenient the Distriot Magistrate
comes do?vn upon the Sub-Magistrate and asks him why the sentence was so lenient. And
then again if there are fewer convictions the Sub-Magistrate has to submit an explanation,

80 that ho has to administer 4aw under terror ;- end before this terror is téken away

the administration of eriminal justice cannot be considersd to be eatisfactory. I do

Eot;h;nehthe'm?trict Magistrate. He is the head of the Police: and administrative
ead of the District and as such he has to submit explanation. The fignres do not disclose

:l::h:)atnr; ofh the c‘ases‘. It is to his own intorest and to the interest of the whole adminis.
m of the District that he must submit n good report. Unless the subordinate
executives {<.e.) Joint and Deputy -

' : Magistrates are made ontirely independent of the
executive head of the Distriot and unless they are empowered t{) admil::ist_er jns.tica on

the records and evidence before them without looking t6 the right or to the left or behind

f
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or front, there is no chance of getting impartial administration of oriminal justice. With
these fow words I press this resolution upon your attention. {Cheers.)

Mr. C. H Sgranwap (Bombay No. 54 ou the list) :—Mr. President, Ladies and
Gentlemen,—I think that no words are reguired from me to support the resolution. The
principle underlying the resolution has been s0 well understood and established and has
received the support of two eminent Secretaries of State belonging to -both parties, that it
is superfluous on my part to say anything in support of the principle. To my mind the
wonder is that even ofter acknowledgment of the soundness of that principle by two
Becretaries of State the reform has not yet been carried out. When the two Secrstaries of
State acknowledged the soundness of the principle, the only way the authorities here delay
the carrying out of the principle is by stuting that the reform would entail cousiderabla
additional expenditure and that the country is not in a position to bear that egponditure.

My friend the Hon'ble Mr. Mehéa in Bombay and Mr. Dutt in Bengal formulated two .

schemes in which they pointed out that the reform could be carried out without any
additionsl expenditure. However, the authorities have chosen to shelve the matter, And
to my mind the real trath lies in the fact that, the executive authorities see in this reform
the curtailment of their uncontrolled power and therefore they do not wish to carry out this
reform. That i8 the real secret why the reform has not yet been carried out. , 1t {a abeolutely
. Necessary th?t we in this Congress should hammer at this question-again and say to the
Goyernment in England that this reform which has been repeatedly acknowledged to be
desirable by both parties should at once be given effect to.. With these worde I beg ta
pecond the proposition. Cheers). T

The resolution was puj to the yote and carried unanimously,

~ The President: The next proposition runs in these terms :—=fThat this Congress is
glad to note that the Government of India has appointed o Famine Commission and hopea
that the Commission will institute a searching inquiry into the matier. At the same time
this Congress once again desires to repent its conviction that famines are due to the great
poverty of the people, brought on by the drain of the wealth of the country which has been
going om for years together, aud by the excessive faxation and overrassossment consequent
~ on a policy of extravagence followed by the Government both in the Civil and Military
departments, which have so far impoveriched the people that at the first touch of scarcity
they are rendered helpless and must perish unless fed by the Btate or helped by private
. charity. In the opinion of this Congress, the true remedy against the recurrence of famine
lies in the adoption of a policy which would enforce economy, husband the resoarces of the
State, foster the development of- indigenous and local arts and industries which have
practically been extinguished, and help forward the introduction of modern arts and
industries.” Gentlemen, with the exception of that reference to the Famine COommission,
this is practically the resolution No. 12 at the last Congress when this subject was
thoroaghly discussed. It is believed that if is unnecessary to put forward speakers on this
matter. I therefore put it from the obair,

The yesolution was carried unanimously.

The President ; The Congress will now be adjourned for the day and will ' re-nssemble
at 11-30 a.m. to-morrow. The membere of the Bubjects’ Commitice will meet here in

Jalf an hoar,
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Wednesday, the 29th December, 1897.

_'The Congress reussbmbled at 11-50 4w, -
‘The President :—Gentlemen, the first resolution to be placed before you runs thus :— Third Day.

-, .+.“That this Congrees exprosses its heart-folt gratitude to the British publio and to the  Resolution X.
peoples of the British Colonies, the United States of Amerioa and other foreign countries Thanks for Famine
for the generous aid afforded by them to the starving millions of this country during the Rolief Aid,

. late dreadful visitation of famine, and also wishes to place on record its high appreciation ~TaE Pzssioxr,
-of the services which many men and women—English and [ndian—residing in this country —
rendered, and the pecuniary- help they gave for the reliof of those afflicted by that
calamity. = . .

. And that it be an instruction to the various Congresa Committees to raise a sum of &
thousnnd pounds, to be sent to the Lord Mayor of London, on behalf of the Qongress, in
order that he might be pleased to put some memorial in some conspicuous part of London

expressing the gratitude of the people of Indin for the help rendercd to them during the
time of the last famine,” : .

- I think it is unnecessary that any speeches should be addressed to you on this resolus’ o
tion, and I, therefors, propose to take your votes on it. Those that are iu favour of it will
 signify their intention in the usunl way. (Voices “ All, all;"” some few ories of “ No, no.”)
- Then I take if, it is carried, but not unanimously, I should like to point out that no
-epeaker should exceed five minutes, .and I should ask you, gentlemen, not to~encourage
- breach of rules by saying * Go ou, go on,” after I have given the signal to stop. The
Hon'ble Mr. N. Subba Row Pantula will move tha next resolution. ’

Thé Hon’ble Mr. N. Susea Rao (Madras, No. 4 on the list) :—Mr, President, Ladies .Ruolutlon XI.

and Gentlemen,—The proposition which I have the honour to place before“you runs as  Additional Coun-

. cillor for Exeoutive
follows : * Government.

Me. K. Borea Rao.

“ Tha} having regard to the wisdom of the policy of appointing to the Governorships
of Madras and Bombay atatesmen from England to the exclusion of the services in India,
this Congress is of opinion that it is desirable that the Executive Governments of thoso
Provinces should be administered by the Governors with Councils of three Members and
not of two Membors, as at present, and that one of the three Councillors should be other
than a member of the Indian Oivil Bervice.”

At first sight this resolution may appear to be more of a provinoisl charaoter, but a
close examination of the wording and import of this resolution will show that it is imperial,
that it is closely connected with England’s policy towarde Iudin, that it is oclosely con- .

- geoted with the intentions of tiie Queen-Empress as conveyed in the Proclamation of 1858,
a proclamation according to which all subjects of Her Majesty in India should be placed on
equal footing and should be admitted to all the offices irreapective of creed or colour. Hither-
0, gentlemen, the chief plank in our Congress programme waa the reform of the Legislative
.Councils of the country. That reform we have pressed on the attention of the Government

_ here and in England year aftor year Thanks to the efforts of the leaders o the Congress,
.thanks to the efforts of Mr. Bradlsugh (cheers), the reform has been accomplished.
Though the concession granted by the Government has not been 80 liberal as we wished -
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“‘policy and the sottled continuance of simple offcialism” . .
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it ta be, still the co:ﬁoossion has been of great‘.‘])eneﬁt both to t\w rulers a8 well as fo
the ruled. It has been enforded in different p).'o?inces during the last four years, and both

* tho rulers and the Taled, both the experts who ix‘lqnage the Govex‘nm\ent of _t]_l'e country,
_and the members who have been sent up under tha new Act, have come {o understand each

other, and if we can summarize the resalts of the working of this new act, ,we may briefly
eny that though the additional members of Government eent up gnder the mew aot are
expected to criticize the measures of Government and are recognized as useful adjuncis
of the Council,:their criticisms are received and taken into comsideration in the way in
which the Government best thinks proper and no more ; and they are bound to eriticise
and the Government is bound to hear and no more; and therefove so far, we can say
we have been attacking as it were the auter walls of the tgmple of the Government. . We
pow presa by this resolution to get into the inner po' tion of this temple, and try to reform
that inner portion, for though this reform has heenlgarrie&foi{t for the last four years,

'the spirit of the administration hos not"changed ; the\spirit of jsolation that has 'Yeen, the

feature of the British administration in this country-s'till continues and therefore it js the

- wish, objoot and aim of this Congress to fuse as it were both the rulers ,and the ruled

(hear, hear), and to make them imbued with one indentical spirit in Indis. Thet is the .
aim and object of the Congress, and it is with that object we have been placing resolution .
after resolution before the Government, and it is to carry out that object that this resolution
is moved. Though at first sight it may appear to apply to the Prasidencjes of Bombay and
Madras, still it is imperial in its character, and if properly carried out and extended in due
course to the ather Presidencies, it will bring about that spirit which we all so much desire,
Gentlemen, we find that at present the administration of the experts, whose administration
we value corfainly very much, is shrouded with ignorance of the feal wants and wishes

of the people. - This administration does not associaté itself with those who have got the
deepest insight into the aspirations and feelings of the people ; and it is our earnest prayer
that the Government of the country should associate itself with those who can best advise
it with regard to the various measures which it takes in hand. "It ie-hardly -necessary for

me to dilate upon the efforts of this administration.. Recent: evenis have brought this’
matter very forcibly to the minds of the rulers as well as the ruled. "I gay rulers more
than the ruled, because it is more the object-lesson to the ralers of the country rather than
tous. For when a shot g fired by a fanatic, who revels to be within- the four walls of a
prison, the @overnment of a Presidency loses its calm  deliberative instincts and all-on a
sudden you find deportations take place, you find punitive Police placed npon an-influentisl
ond loyal city, you find various other measures adopted by the Gvernment which take
us by surprise. And this course of conduet can only be explained on the hypothesis tha

there is ignorance reigning in the Coungil of .Bombay, Gentlemen, the truth is that
. the Anglo-Indion mind does nof move 'Sufﬁc}eﬁﬂyjiérﬁifdfﬂtg gra.sp “the conditions of
~modern ¥adia. It does not move forward to grasp the conditions of the India of the’
“Universities, the India of the Colleges and the Indjn of the National C;dng ' ' ‘

ress, ..

Pt

f What wo have to 011005!9,’? .8ays 8 writer in the Statesmasn, ¢ is betwoen n rehll_v;t intperial .
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R gers to offer incente to its past sucoessful. labours; the Indian mind
has .haen marching o1 eagor and ‘anxious to expand its own sphere of action to do what it
for 1?3 own parthss fo do. . ., . The solid strength of the Roman Empira
ponsisted in the franchise of the Roman citizen being open to the conquered nations in
ity of their enfranchisement. .The irue idea
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: =T have made a Jong extract of this because it clearly embodies our viewa aud our aspire-
* tions and the duty of the Government towards the people of the land. Thereiors the
.question naturally arises : ' What is the remedy for this state of thinga t What are the mea-
surés to be adopted ! 'What happened in Bombay will happen to-morrow in Madras or in
Bengal or N. W. P, for where ignorance is supreme, where there is no close contact be-
tween the people and the rulers, there is many & misrepresentation and a distorted view taken
af the conduct of the edueated community and of the people at large; and therefore the
question before us is what is the remedy that we should apply, what is ‘the prayor with
which we should go before the Government and what is the resolution which we should adopt
- for the bettermont of the Indinn Government? I submit that one of the essentinl requisites
for the proper understanding of the Indian people is that the Executive Governments of
Bombay and Madros should associate with themselves an Indian who.is born and bred in
the country, who understands the real feelings of his fellow-countrymen ; and therofore we
- say that the Executive Government should consist of not two members as at present, but

-

. should have three membera, that i L is, ¢ one more, and that one member should not be s member

of the Indian Civil Bervice. . — -

Gentlemen, you are all aware that in the lnghest Judicial Courts of the Innd Nativea
are given seats to ndminister justice, and they are found competent to administer justico side
by side with their English-brethren. The name of BSir T. Muthusami Iyer (cheers), the
name of Mr. Telang of Bombay (cheers), the ame of Mr. Gurudas Bannerji of Oalcutta
{cheers)—these and several others which we can easily recall—show how Indians are found
£t to take their seats in the highest Judicial Courts of the land ; and if they are found fit for

" geats in the Judicial Courts, should they be found wanting, if they have seats in the Executive
* Councils of the Government? Is it not strange that in this vast country where there is so
much talent,-gentlemen should.go out of the DBritish servios and find employment in
Native States ? Ts it not strange that a gentleman like Dewan Babadur Srinivas Raghava
Iyengar of Madras should seek the Dewanship of the Baroda State and could not rise to a
position higher thau-that of the Inspector Greneral of Registration? Ts it not strange that
Sir T, Madhaga-Rao should show all his talent in Travancore, Baroda and Indore? You
wmean‘easily"multiply" instances to show that the present administration does not at all fostor
xeal talent in thé country snd does not at all try fo march with the times and to allay the
. -discontent that.is mu&hyih&uolatei way.in-which. the administration is carried on.
(Hear, hear.)

- Never before in the administration of this country was such a spegtacle seen of divore-

ing knowledge from the administration of the conntry. 'We do not at all find fault with

- the present administrators, with regard to their good intentions, with regard to their

. capaoity.” What we oomplam against them is that they are wanting in that knowlglge of

and sympathy with the aspirations of the country which is necessary for the progressive

. conglitions of this conntry. {Cheers.) I therefore submit this resolution to you for your

acceptance, and I have no.doubt that if real Indian stutesmanah:p is associated with

English statesmnnahlp in the Government of different provinces, we shall not mee the
spectncle which we have witnessed in Bombay this year. (Cheers,) »

" M= N. G Knmn (Bombny, No. 41 on’ the list) :=—Mr. President, Ladies and
Countrymen,—I have great pleasure in supporting the proposition which has been so ably
proposed by ‘the Hon’ble Mr. SBubba Row. There is much indeed to be said in favour of
this proposition, but I shall confine myself only to the groundaover which the able proposer
has not travelled. You must have observed, gantlemen, that the earlier part of the proposition
confains or is based upon the supposition that it is a wise policy o appoint to the Governor-
ghips of Madras and Bombay statesmen from England to the exclusion of the services in
Indm. I do not think thnt nnybody could object to the wisdom of tho pohcy, but ‘it you
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ask mo whether i is a wise policy I shall have no hesitation in saying that it i a very wise
policy. Of course it bas to be admitted that so- far the fruition of this policy e not beeny;
happy, because our aetual experience is, whatever the sentiment or theory may be, that so;
for very few peoplo who bave come to adwinister the presidencies-of Bombay and Madras:
could really be called Knglish statesmen without a complete outrage upon the Ienguage:
Our bitter experienco hos gorre 80 far that sometimes, a8 you all know, we had to'accept:
mere sportamanship for statesmansh:p (Hear, hear,y And, gentlemen, there i a goed reason;
why this should be so.. You know pmbably’ that in England they do. mot regard' it as
high honour #o be a provinefal Governor in India. The Governorships' of Madras and
Bombay may be offered es a good reward. for faithful and humble mediocrity, or otherwise
they may be regarded as a training ground for the political colt. {o. be broken . in to: be
trained for the more ambitious and useful: cavoers ju the colonial Government and the Home
Government ; and on the other hand it haa to be seen that. meu like Sir Richord Temple

‘and Sir Bartle Frore rising from the inferior ranke of service in India heve proved to the

world that officers in the lower services can very well 610 places of Governors of Presidencies:
Thmrﬁhmmrtvhutﬂmﬂhmm admit That it is a_ very wiser
policy to bring out English statesmen of the real stamp to admiunister the .executive
Governments of the Bombay and Madras Presidencies. - The-administration of & presidency
fa not a small task, and it is of great #rust, and though the work falls technically under the
name of executive work, the man in the position of x Governor must have a very complete:
judicial temperament and he cannot be only an executive officer. He does ot know 'much:
of the country or the people, but I suppose the ignorance in his case. is only a blessing.
1t is good that he does not know, and it is obvious that he is-not to concern himself’ with
the detailzz  He i is' to ndminister the presidency on principles only. His position is like
the position of o man standing at the helm, A little change at the helm: causes in' the
Tong run & great segment of area to be cut up im the conrse of the ship., So is the onseof &
Governor. If he is liberal, the whole administratiorr is libesal-; if he iz 4 conservative, the
whole administration becomes conservative:—Thereforewimt-we-wmnt~ig--that' Englishmen
bread up in liberdy and experienced im politics and possessing a balmy-aroms--of culiure
which we geo is possessed by so mauy English statesmen should be sent outto India, and
you cannot have a man of this description unless you -import -one from England.—Youw
know, gentlemen, what the presentconstitution of Bombay and Madras Governments is.
There are only two members in the Council,-and the—third_member is—the Governor ; and
Intely the tendency has been to take away the judicial elemeat from the Couuneil as ‘much

_as possible and to_put revenue' members. Wa ‘have seen_ it in Bombay in the latest

nomination ton membersh:p of the Bombay Cuuncxl Mr.. Bu’dwood. baving_retired, Sir
Charles Ollivant, who is & member of the Revenue Department ‘was appointed fo his_place,
while Mr. Justics Jurdine, who was a member of the Judicial Depnrtmens snd &, Judge of
the High Court, and eould have very well been the Judioial Member in the Council, had to
retire becauss ho-was not appointed. It is absolutely Deceasary to move such [ propos:hon.-
os this, and place it before the Government for_its aceeptamce. OF .course we hava no
grudge ogainst civilians. They are a olass of very able officers certamly, but. the thmg is
that having played the rol of officialism, they become almost intolerable,. q,pd d after they
are placed in the Executive Council, it is almost sure that the administration does not
become a very good one:- The dlsudvantnge of there being only two members Iies ‘in this :
that these two members are executive officers. -Suppose a pair of horses is- yokecl to
earriage, and both of them are fiery horses, They mast naturally drive :Eunous'ly and fall.

In this way you see that if there are two members, and both are cwilians, the administra-
tion will get into a bad way, and therefore wo have to propose and put it from this Con-
gross that the Executivo Qouncil should be a little more expanded, and & third member be
sdded ; and we should aleo go further and say that the third member should be, if possible,

% native non-official, say the senior elected member of the Legislative Council. The original
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Proposer has shown ‘you that our people can be good Judges and able Councillors. I do not
think that making laws nnd regulations for the country ia more easy than the work in the
Exocative Courioils, and I do not sse why they should not be appointed Executive Coanoil
embers as well. With these remarks I submit. thia proposition to your consideration.
(Cheerqi)-d-“' S BN ‘

The resolution was put and carried unanimously,

The Pr’esi&ent" :—The next proposition will ba ‘maved by the Hon'ble Babu Suren-

dranath Bajnefjea.* T _ ~

- 'The ﬁon,'hle Banv SuxenpRaNATE DANERIEA (Cnl;mtta, No. 666 on the list) ;—Mnr.
President, Brother Delegates, Ladies and Geutlemen,~I have the homour to movo the-

following resolution :— : :

4 That this Congress ’raapeetiully deprecates the exercise by the Government of the
extraordinary powers vested in them by Bengal Regulation III of 1818, Madras Regulation

1T of 1819, and Bombay Regulation XXV of 1827 at a time of peace and quiet, and submits
that such powers should be exercised ouly under such limitations as will ensure their being
put in force with the utmost circumspection and ease and under a sense of the highost
responsibility by the Government. ' ' ' o

© "4 (a). This Coogress therefore urgeﬁ that none oflthesa regulations should be pni inta

force except after notification by the Local Government concerned that the circumstances

contemplated by the prenmble of Regulation exist in its Province or in some definito aren.

within the Province, and that it intends, if necessary, to exeroise the powers vested in it}
and further that in ne ¢case should such powers extend-to keeping a person arrested nnder

them in custody for a period Ionger than three months without his being brought to. trial
© hefore a Court of Justice. = - - . - o

e

- ¢ (5) That this Congress while feeling that the- Government of Bombay must have
-acted under s sense of responsibility, in arresting the Sardars Natu under Bombay Regu-

lation XXV of 1827,4a yet of opinion, that, five months having now elapsed from_ such
arrest, it is the duty of the Government, in the interests of justice, and ‘alao to allay the
disquist and uneasiness which has been oreated i the minds of the paople at large by the

- arrest, to bring them—the Sardars Nata—to trial without delay, or, if the Government

have no sufficient evidence against them to “place—before a Court of Justice to release
them.” ' ) T

Sir, in spesking to this resolution it is iu;pmaibla that I should not advert fora.

moment to that magnificent speech which you delivered from the chair, and to which we

- all Tistened with so much interest and, for my part, with so much admiration. (Cheers.)

You were pleased to observe, 8Sir, in the course of your presidentitl apecch—and it jsa re-
mark so true, 6o preguant, 8o aptly dosoriptive of the situation in which we find ourselves,
that I thought it necessary to repeat it then and there, in the course of the observations
which I addressed to this assembly in proposing you to the chair—in that speech, you, Sir,
were pleased to remark that we have arduous duties before na (Cheers.) Yes, Sir, there
are solemn, grave, awful reaponsibilities imposed upon us by the exigencies of our present
situation.” (Hear, bear.) We meet to-day ander ¢ircumstances of groat dificulty and em-
barrassment. It soems 28 if the gods and men bed combined ngainst us,.as if the portents.
of natare had entered into an unholy combination with the powors of men to pile mis-

fortune i;pb'n' misfortune upon us, until we have been driven to the very verge of desperation,

{Cheers.) " Last year we were confronted with what was properly described os the groatest
famine of the century.. Thie year we have the plague instend which bids fair to assume the
proportions of a great nationol calamity. But these are visitations of nature to which we
ail must submit, - (Cheers.) On the top of all this, we have a retrograde and repressive

Third Day.

Ruol:;;n X1,

Additional Couns -
cillor for Executive
Government,

' Mz, N, a—f{nm.‘

Raaolution XI1I,

Exercise of extra.
ordivary powers
vested in Governs
ment,
Tox Hox'srx Barg
BURENDRANATR
Bawzrsua



[ e8]

Third Day. policy inaugurated by the Government af the day. (Shame.) “Wo stand face to fae.e withi
Resolotion XIT,  ©ome of the greatest crises in the histo;'y of this country. Thq _ot?wr d-a\y I was reading the"l
xercise of extras  Englishman newspaper, and the writer made -an observation in the.course of a
ordinary powers - Joading article which atiracted my attention. He said that a wave of unrest :
vestedl;gm. T wes passing through the length and breadth of the country. More truly might. it be said
T;n Hox'sizBapy  haf 8 wave of renction’ wvas sweeping aoross the high. places of Government nl.ld. was
Sumsworawate  influencing the counasls of our rulers. (Hear, hear.} Our rulers have of late exhibited a
BAE“’ - marked tendency to make a departure from the ancient, the traditionary, the time-honoured
policy of the Anglo-Indian administration, a poliey which has covered the English name in
‘. - Indis with imperishable renown and glory. (Cheers) ILet me take our rulers for a moment
within the precinots of Parliament and invite them to listen to a debate which took place
there in 1833—and let me whisper into their ears the words, the prophetic words, of one r
of the greatest Anglo-Indian administrators. (Cheers.) Maocaulay, speaking from his place
: in Parlinment in connection with the Qharter Act of 1833 observed :* “ I may be that the
public mind of India may so expand under our system as to outgrow that system and that -
onr subjects being educpted in. western learning may orave for western institutions, I
know not whether such a day will ever arrive, but when it does arrive, it will, be the
proudest day in the annals of England.” (Cheers.) That very proud day has come. A
sucoession of beneficent measures has hastened forward. the advent. of that day. . Iask
" Englishmen to remember the traditions of their glorious history in India. Englishmen .
have given us high English education. They have given us a free press, They have con-
ferred upon us the great boon of looal self-government, one of the most potent -educational
agencies at the present moment in operation, snd last but not least they have enlarged the
councils upon a representative basis. _ I see before me and there are within the sound of
- My voice Tepresentatives of that great community. I ask them whether they are prepared
to stifle in us those ambitions which they have awnkened in our breasts (hear, hear), and
put back the olock of progress? Yet that is exactly the tondency of ‘that policy which,
~unfortunately has developed itself “6f Técént Jears iu the administration of India. The;
murder of two British officers, a tragedy which we all deplore (hear, hear)——the murder of
these two officers has léd to the inauguration of a'policy which, I am sure, our rulers them-
selves must condemn when they have recovered from ‘the present excitement and have
resumed the even tenor of theirminds. " 'We, men of tha Congress, are the friends of peace
and orderly Government. (Hear, hsar.]” Wo donounce violence ; we condemn violent
methods ; for we believe in our heart of hearts that order is the first condition of political
progress. (Hear, hear.) We know that violence must lead to repression; to the strengthen-
ing of the hands of the executive Government, to the suspension of the reign of Iaw.~ Counld _
we persuade ourselyes for one moment to believe that these extraordinary proceedings of the
Government of Lord Sandhuret were necessary in the interests of orderly . Government,
"¥e, men of the Congress, would have accorded to them our unqualified and unstinted
support. (Cheers.). But we regard them as unnecessary and therefore unwise, 88 & source
of embarrasament to the Government and as dangerops to_the liberty of the subject.. That
is the view we take with regard to these proceedings of the Bombay Government. ‘We
consider the quartering of the punitive Police at Poona ns a mistake. - We regard the
imprisonment of Mr. Tilok (loud and continued applause and “hip, hip, Harrah” the
audience standing to their feet) and of the Poona editors 83 a sfill greater mistake, For
My, Tilak my beart is full of sympathy. My feelings go forth to him in his prison home,
(Cheers.) A nation is in tesrs. Speaking for myself—speaking,

8 in te £ I may add, for the Indian
press, I have no hesitation in saying that wo believe Mr. Tilak to be immocent of the
charges brought agninst him.  (Loud and continued cheers.) Thé'ends of technical jnsticé

may have been satisfied, but the ends of substantial

X av ¢ € ) tial justioe have grievously failed, It is
imposssible for a natiye of Indin o be disloyal. (Hear, hear). It is impossible for a nativg

~
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" ol India of_the. attaimments, the distinction and the nnquestioned patriotism of Mr. Tilak
(loud and continued cheers) to harbour sentiments of disloyalty towards the British Govern~
ment. We know that with the maintenance of the British Empire is bound up the
fulﬁl‘m?nt of our political hopes and aspirations. In our present situstion loyalty and
patriotism arejnsepara.bly linked together. (Cheers.) The incarceration of the Natu bro-
I;l:;::h Wasba. sttul l?rnwau' nfistnke. I!It i 8 prooeeding which will be condemmed by all
e ::1 J;c 8, by all friends of hb?rty in all parts of the world. British subjects, no

what part of the world their lot may be cast, no matter under what particular

form ?f Government they may live, whether they be the free citizens of our seli-governing
colo?l'es or _tlfe voiceless subjoots of unrepresentod dependencies, have all & hor‘edituy and
tl'ad}tmnary inferest in maintaining inviolate, free from encroachment of autooratio powor,
the.mvaluuble possession of personal liberty which is the inalienable birth-right of British
subjects and the indefeasible adjunct of British citizenship. Therefore, whenever violent
hande are laid on that great right, the proceeding is caltulated to send a thrill of horror
throughout the length and breadth of the broad dominions of the Queen, which are linked
fogether no less by common allegiance to a common sovereign than by the joint parficipa-
tion in the inestimdble blessings of a great, free and poble conatitution. {Cheers.) Gentle.
men, the voice of protest, therefore, which we raise here to-day will elicit a sympathetio
response from the heart of evory trae born Briton and will be endorsed by the verdict of
civilised mankind. . Englishmen have won for themselves the Magna Charfa sud the
Habeas Oprpus;” The pripciples which underlio those concessions are embalmed in their
glorious constitution, The constitution, I have no hesitation in saying, is oura by birth-
right (cheers) ; born British subjects, we are entitled to the priviloges of British subjeots.
Who will filch away these rights from us? We are resolved and this Congress will take
the pledge, you and I will enter into 4 solemn league and eovenant, (Cheers.) Let it go
forth from this hall, let it impregnate the public mind of India, we are resolved by every
constitutional meana that may be available to us to nssert under the Providence of God
(hear, hear) our rights as British subjects, not the least important of which is the inestim.
able right of personal liberty. (Loud cheera.) You, Sir, were pleased to say the other day
that civis Romanus sum was the boast of the ancient world. Civis Britanicus sum is tho
distinction of the subjects of that Greater Britain to which we all belong. All English
Governments, no matter in what part of the world they may be situated, are the offshoots,
the emanations of that great constitution of which the Habeas Corpus and the Magna
Charta are the key-stones. It was seriously contended by Mr. Anstey in the great Wahabi
"case which was tried by the High Court of Calcutta in 1870 that the Government of
- India acted ullra vires in enacting Regulation-IIT of 1818 and other cogaate regulations,
Bir, I am not a lawyer and in this galaxy ‘of distinguished lowyers I do mot propose to
discuss this question._ I fake'my stand upon a higher ground, upon the much stronger con-
sideration of expediency and justice, which are superior 10 all legal technicalities. If the
Government possessed the, right of epacting Regulation I1I of 1818 assaming that they
"bad the right, the question that I want you to consider with me is whether the Government
were wiso, whether they were justified in arresting and detaining the Natu brothers.
'Well; 8ir, at n very early stage of the case soon after the arrest of the Natu brothers
Mr. Michael Davitt put a question in the House of Cornmons. (Cheers.) I think I uader-
stand the significance of that cheer. Of Mr. Michsel Davitt it is impossible to speak at
& gathering of my countrymen without according to his personality the tribute of our
respect and admiration for his sympathy, his unstinted sympathy, in this the hour of
our sorest need. (Cheers.) Well, Mr. Michael Davitt asked a question but got precious little
in the way of information from Lord George Hamilton except this: that the Natu
brothers had been arrested with tho sanction of The Secretary of State. Bot even the
most astate of diplomatists is not always able to keep things to himsell, and on the
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oconsion of thg budget debate Lord George Hamilton -somewhat idmi.tte&—the public
into his confidence. He gave the reasoms for the arrest and deten'tmn. of the ?Tntu‘
brothers. To thesereasous, gentlemen, I desire to invile your attenhbn- for a minute
or two. I'meed not read the extract from the proceedings of_the debe'lte in the House of
Commons. - What Lord George Hamilton said in substanoa"wns this: “ there was a
plot to subvert British rule, I suppose,.among the ?oona Bmlfmans ” (laughter)—I .am
coming to the’ Poona Brahmans presently—*and it was believed that the arrest of
the Natu brothers would lead fo the unravelling of this plot.” A plot! A oqnspiracy!
Who are the conspirators and what are the objects of this conspiracy ! Mind you, it is
ﬁot a blatant demagogue or a congressman:like myself who speaks, but a minister of the
orown—the responsible head of the Government of India. . When<~he says that there is a .
plot, that there are conspirators, that the air is surcharged with sedition, we listen to
him with both our ears wide open. I ask isthere any .evidence for this plot? Thers
is absolutely none,and I will ask you to say also with me that-there is none {cries of

-+ None, nome )=~ No, not a tittle of evidence in support of ‘this extraordinary essumption.

On the contrary, what evidence there is completely demolishes the theory of Lord George
Hamilton. (Hear, hear.) Take tha co%::on of Chapekar, poor unfortunate Chapekar.
(Laughter.) (A Europesan gentleman at thisreporter’s tables: * Js he the murderer ” 1) He

. may or may not be the murderer. We need not take a jump igto the unknown like Lord

George Hamilton and say that he is. Whether he is the murderer “or not is a matter
which kas yet fo bo decided by a judicial tribunal, Now, gentlemen, let us take the
confession of Damodar Chapekar. To that confession the dignity of official recognition has
beon extended. He has been treated as the veritable murd?arer.- His confession has been
duly recorded. He has been brought before the Magistrates time after tim®; witnesses
have been examined upon the basis of his confession, To all intents and purposes his
stotoment -hog been regarded as making important revelation of facts. What does
Chapekar say about this conapiracy ! Who are the conspirators ! Himself and his worthy
brother. (Laughter and cheers.} If you mocept his statement it must be said, the
Congress should say it and I will. say it on your behalf, that it absolutely absolves the
Poona Brahmans of all complicity in this so-oalled plot. (Cheers.) (A voice —¢ The gym-~
nasium of the Natu brothers.””} I will come to that point by and by. . Tn the last contury
the great Edmund Burke, speaking from his place in the House of Commons, pleading for
justice, pleading for meroy, pleading for the conciliation with Ameril:a,_ made that ever
memorable remark which ought to be engraved in charactérs of gold on the portals of the
India Office: “1I cannot frame ax fndictment against the whole nation.” (Cheers.) But
Lord George Hamiltou has performed this impossible task (shame), and no- doubt Tt is o
matter of shame that upon™ evidence ‘which: would not justify the henging of a ciog ora
cat, the Secretary of State should bring this grave charge against a community ‘which i
the past played an important part in the history of India (chéersj—l hope I am not
guilty of sedition (laughter)—and which still. consitutes the intellectual aristocracy of the
Western Presidency (cheers), barring ‘of course, mry friend Mr. Wacha and o few Parses
gentlemen of light and leading associated in the work of the Congress. - Now, I wish to
turn to the point to which you have been kind enough to draw my attention, - As regurds
the Natu brothers, what does Chapekar say ! He says he knows nothing at all about the
atu; Tatya Saheb he knows slightly, and only on one occasion he Lad been to tha
gymnasinm kept by Tatya Saheb. (Cries of «1Is it enongh ") Quite enough perhaps for
\“.he Governmeut of India, (Laughter and cheers} N. or ig this all. - Ch;peknr's statoment
l;e::l:::g'md?s:fftgg dsu‘})ported, by the irresistible logic of facts. "The murders
e 22n : -

(A voico—26th July.) Thatis ;?l?be?t:: “;r:::: b‘:::l: n:;l:e fowards. t'he. end o £ July.
assuming that there was a conspiracy, th s ) e egutes, doss !  stond fo renson,

piracy, that the conspirators slept over the matter for nearly
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a whole month and'at a titie when the Government was paralysed and panic-stricken,

ot & time when nothing had been done to frustrate the designs of the conspirators? Does
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when ‘they might have done something to give effect to their deaigns, and then quisetly
allowed themselves to be arrested ? This is not the way of conspirators. Thie is not the

ordinnrr owers
vested in Govern-
ment.

way how Guy Fawkes acted on a momorable occasion. The moments are precious with g Boxnar Bans

conspiratord. Now or never is the rule of all conspiracy. (Hear, hoar.) There is thus not
n particle of evidence to conneot Natw brothers with -any couspiracy, muck lesa with
the Pooda trogedy; and yet they have been dotained for five monthe without a trial
and without a word of public explanation, and the Government of Bombay declined
to take advantuge of the splendid opportunity which offered ‘itself the other day to ex-
plain the situntion in reply to certain questions asked in the Bombay Council. They

rejected that opportanity, evaded the ‘ointg ‘roised and refused all information. The

Government was asked to state what wore the grounds for the detention of the Nata
brothers. Lord Sandhurst replied that they were detained for reasons of State. We did
hiot want the authority of Lord SandhorsttotclH-us that ;" wo know that it wae for ronsons
of Btate that the} have-been arrested and detained. e want to know-—the public want
t0 know—what these reagons of State are. We have a right to know what these rensons
of State are. It is playing with the question, it is trifling with the matter to sny that they
were detained for reasons of State. Every now and then wa are reminded of our obliga-
tions and our responsibilities. ¥Have the Government no obligationa ! Are all the obliga-
tions on our side, and is it not the highest obligation' of the Government to loyally,
faithfully, and in all honesty'of purpose, to give effect to Parliamentary statutes in- the
beneficontwspirit in which those statutes have been conceived ? - I connot help thinking
that'the answer of the Government involves disloyalty to Parlinmentary atatutes and
affords a deliborate affront to the public sentiment and the people of India. I am sorry
%o have to speak of the Government of Bombay in these terms; I am sorry that I have not

“ynuch affection for the Government of Bomboy. Brother delegates, security of life and

property are the great foundations upon which rests the vast, the stupendous, the coloasnl
fabric of British rule in India. TWhat becomes then of these inestimable blossings if at
any moment your property may be confiscated, and you may be-arrested, kept in custody

 for months together, without a trial and without a word of explanation? What becomes

of the boasted vaunt of the boon of personal liberty and personal security under British
rule ander these circumstonces? Well, brother delegates, I think that under the circom.
stances we are justified in pressing, if not for the repeal, at any rate, for a substantial
modjfcation of these regulations. There are three regulations bearing upon this matter—

‘Regulation III of 1818 of Bengal, Regulation II of 1819 of Madras, and Regulation

XXV of 1827 of Bombay. These regulations arm the Government with the power of
detaining any person in custody for the reasons seé forth in the preemble. The rensons
stated in the presmble are these : ¢ The maintenance of the alliancos botween tho British

" Governmert and foreign States, the preservation of tranquillity in the protected Native

)

States and the security of the British territory ogainst internal commotion.” These ro-
gulations were passed in 1818, 1819 and 1827. This is the year of Grace 1897. The most
rocent of the regulations therefore was passed soventy years back, only nine years after
the domination of the Peshwas had come to on end. There might have been some justification
for these regulations in those carly times when the British Empire was yet in its infancy,,
and when. there were so many elements which constituted a danger to the Btate,
Is there any the smollest justification for them at the present moment ! (Ories of # None.””)
None whatever—~I entirely agree with you. We have a vast and stupendous fabrie of law
reared up by thstgenius and labours of a succession of eminent lawyers—one of the most
maguificent systems of jurisprudence that the world has ever seen. Are not our laws amply
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sufficient fo meet all possible and impossible cases of erime that- may vecar? To say that™
those regulations are necessary is to-ssy that-our legal system is defective. Lord Georgs
Hamilton has indeed come forward with an explanation in justification of these regula-
tions, I noed not read to you the exact wordsof that explanation. This is what he says
in substance. : He says that in India there is a large fund of religious and political fanati-
oism. Fund of fanaticism sounds queer, but that is the languoge of the Secretary of Btate

. and I bow to it. (Laughter.) The existence of religious fanaticism I admit, but political

fanaticism I have never heard of. If the Secretary of Btate is cognizant of such a thing,
he knows more than most people conversant with Indian affairs. This religious and
political fanaticism, he proceeds o describe, is more dangerous then dynamite,~—it might
explode at any moment and subvert the empire. In order to be furnished with necessary
safeguards against this religious favaticiem, it i¥ necessary, says Lord George Hamilton,
that we should be provided with special powers, with a reserve of power. I am prepared
to meot Lord George Hamilton on kis own gr‘o'iln'&".3 Every Government, being the foun-
tain of authority, the repository of sovereign power, necessarily possesses this reserve of
power which. it can always employ fo-mest-the-exigencies of Btate. Look at the sfate of
Treland. Ireland has been in a condition of chronio disaffection for the last six centnries.
Has it been necessary to provide the Government of Ireland with a reserve of power to be
employed for purposes of coercion r* Nothing of the sorf. “Ihen Tepressive measures
had to be resorted to, all that was done was that the Habeas Corpus Aot was suspended.
Look at the extraordinary powers which the Home Secretary possesses. ~The Home
Secretary can arrest and keop in custody anybody he likes, but he must, before he leaves
offico, bring in an Indemnity Bill before Parliament which affords kim an opportunity for
justification and his opponents an opportunity for oriticism. We want muchsless than
what was necessary for Irelsnd. We' don’t want, ot least for the present, that™the
Hubeas Corpus should be extended to the interior. We would of course gladly have it if
we could get it (hear, hear) ; but the probabilities are that we can’t get it. . Therefore our
suggestion is this: that the regulations should be suspended by legislative exiactment,
and that if it be necessary to revive any of the repulations, then a proclamation shounld be
issued in respeot of a definite ares, stating the reasons for the issue of such proclamation, and
in any case, if a person is arrested ander the regulation, he is to be kept in custody only
for three months and no longer, ILadies and gentlemen,I do mnot know that I should
be justified in detainting you any longer. (Caries of “ Go on, go on,”’) We have recorded
our proteat. We have done our duty. The Government of India may change its polioy,
bat we, the men of the Congress, true to ourselves, remain firm in our allegiance to those
principles which gave birth to the Congress movement, and which will ensure “to it its
obiding utility. Now as of old, we raised aloft the banner of constitutionalism on which
are engraved in oharacters of light the words * devotion to the British Crown and the
sacred interests ofgur country.” (Cheers.) Now as of old, we wish for the pormanence
of the British rule. (Hear; hear.). Now as of old, we wish to sea that rule consecrated by
the ties of aternal justice and the principles of universal freedom. We wish to sce that
rule eunobled and solidified by the frank and cordial acoeptance by our rulers of the trus
principles of British administration. (Cheers.). Wo appeal to them to abjure despotio methods: -
Despotism hos been banished from Europe. Banished by whom ! “By Englaud, the
august mother of free nations. (Cheers.) And itia her, high mission in Asia “to supplant
despotic methods by the forms of constitutional Government. Qur rulers cannot remain
stationary. Lord Lansdowne said on a great ocoasion that men and things cannot stand
still in this Empire of the Queen. Nor can they go back. By this irresistible mandate
of nature, by the ordinances of divine Providence, they are bound to press forward in
that carcer of beneficence and progress which has added to the stability of British rule
in India and which has won for it the lasting gratitude of the teeming millions of my
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pountrymen. To us it is a matter of inexproasible regret that in this year of the Jubilée, ‘Third Day.
" while the rest of the Empire are rejoicing in the acoession of enlarged freedom, of exX- .y cwion XII
* fonded trade, and of universal happiness, we the people of India should have to deplore  Erercise of extra~
the retrograde policy of the Government of India ; ani the bitternoss of this disappoint. ";:‘:L:’lﬂg Gomers
‘ment is intensified by the'reflection that ’{n the past, in all colebrations oonnected with ment,
the augast personality of our gracious Sovereign (cheers) a substantial boon waa conforred, muy Howmix Bang
or at any rate the promise of a substantial boon was made. In 1857 when Her Majesty  Sumwsorawara
undertook the Government of this country, she consecrated her connection by the issue of AR
that proclamation which is our Magna Charia (cheers}, our watch-word, our battle-ory,
_the gospel of our political deliverance, In 1877, when Her Gracious Majesty assumed the
Imperial title, the solemn promise was made for the wider employment of the people of
India in the public service of their country. In 1887, when the Jubilee "was colebrated,
Lord Dufferin foreshadowed the expansion of the councils on & representative basis, and
what have we got in the year 1837, in connection with the crowning celobration of the
most glorious reign that the world has ever seen t A profusion of titles and decorations
- conferred upon persons, some of whom are men like Sir Manchurjes Bhownngree (ories
of “ Shame”), followed by a policy of repression and retrogression. But I do not despair.
There are eloments of hope that cheer and stimulate ua in the depth of our despondency.
The attention of the British public kas been prominently called to Indian questions. We
have only met with a temporary check. It may be in the words of Mr. Gladstone (cheers),
whose birthday is to-day, that the banner which we hold aloft may droop in our sinking
~ bands, but there can be no doubt that others ‘will rise, ¥ho born in happier times and
under more fortunate conditions and aided by the irresistible forees which silently develop
"$hemselves in the bosom of society, will carry that flag, if not, to an easy, ot any rate, to an
. essured victory. The noblest heritage that we can leave to our children is the heritage
* of enlarged rights, safegunrded by the loyal devotion and fervent enthusiasm of an emon-
cipated people. If we are not able to do that, let us see to it that the rights and privis
leges which have come down to us from the past, aud which we hope to transmit to those
~who come ofter us, may remain unimpsired and untarnished.. It is inspired by such feel-
ings and anineated by such convictions that we desire to record this emphatic protest against
- these arbitrary proceedings of the Government, and I am sure, having regard to the
~ justice of our cause and the righteousness of our demaud, the great God of nations wbo
 silently and slowly but with irresistible might leads kingdoms and communities onwards
to their dostined ends will vouchsafe o our prayer his choicest blessings in plentiful
" abundance. _ (Loud and continued applause.) :

M=. R. K. R. Cama (Bombay, No. 55 on the list) :—Mr. President, Brother Dolegates, Mz R.K.R. Cana,
.. Ladies and Gentlomen,—After the splendid and exhaustive speech that you have Just

heard and which you and I woyld have been pleased to have heard for the whole day
{cheers), I rise to second this proposition with gront diffidence. But, gentlemen, we must
progress, and therefore I will say a fow words, and hope you will give attention to the
same. Gentlemen, the Regulation about which this resolution i framed, was passed 80 o
far back as the year 1827 in Bombay. That Regulation states in ita preamble the reasons
why the Regulation wus enacted : “ whereas for reasons of Btote embracing the due main-
tonance of the alliance formed by the British Government with foreign powers, the pre-
servation of tranquility in the territories of Native States entitled to its protection and
the security of the British dominions from foreign hostility end from internal com-
motion.” Well, gentlemen, you sce that looking over those troublous times when the
British power in this country was in its infancy, and looking to the preamble of this
Regulation which I have just read, it is perfeotly clear that this enactment was made to
be used in times of great danger snd difficulty when there was any apprehension * of
foreign invasion or internal rebellion, This was 70 years ago. During that period India
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has progrested under the beneficent rule of the Queen-Empress of India, so far as it con
_make that progress, by coming into contaét with western civilisation. . Gentlemen, since
the Giovernment of Indis passed to the Queen-Empress, we all know. that the PEritish .rule
has been well established and well founded, not only on its own strength, but also. on the
contentment and loyalty of the people of Indin. Then, gentletnen, that being so, it may
be asked, « How ia it that for 80 many years we have stopped quiet and not done any.
thing to get this enactment repenled " - As far 28 Bombay Presidency waa concerned,
the Government and the people all taok it that this enactment was. a dead and obsolete
one. Then, gentlemen, in July last, as you all know, the publia was startled {o hear of
the arrest of two influential citizens of Poona, and the public were slarmed and disap-
pointed at what had taken place. They were alarmed beoause the public naturally thought
that the Government aoting under wise statesmanship must have some kind of grave
-npprehension for internal rebellion or foreign invasion. Then, again, the public were very
much disappolnted because the Government, after its powor was established for a full

century, displayed a want of confidence in its own strength and in the benevolence of its
owa rule over the people of India. Gentlemen, what took place, as you know, was this

In June last, unfortunately on the Jubilee day of the Queen two British officers were most
deplorably and lamentably murdered in cold blood. A month after that, the Government
pot into motion this Regulation and resorted to an absolute and, so to say, barbarous and
uncivilised mode of arresting the Nata brothers under powers vested in them under this
Regulation, It requires na words from me, gentlemen, to tell you how repugnant to all
notions of British liberty and British freedom are such actions of State. Let us therefore

soe what the highest authority in the land—I mean the Secretary of State for India—had
to say in defence of this action. Gentlemen, this statement was made at the last debate
on the Indian Budget when I was present in the House and what attracted me most
was this (— . )

“ Every Government in the World—whether it were the Democratic Republic of the
United States, or the Republic of France, or one of the autocratic monarchies of Europa—
must have a reserve of power for times of emergency. All Governments obtained addi-
tional powers when they had to deal with exceptional diffoulties, either by the temporary

t

" suspension of constitutional rights or by speoial legislation. But, as a rule, the difficulties

with which they had to deal were 80 gradual that they afford time.to obtain the powers
in a leisarely way. But in India the religious and politieal atmosphere was charged
with electricity. The liherties of the British constitution did not apply, for instance, to
criminal lunatios ; and in India, almost without warning, an apparently peaceful popular

tion might suddenly become as dangerous as criminal lunatios, with but one objeot before
themvto murder the class alien to them.” -

Gentlemen, this apology in short comes to this : that, we ave all a set .of criminal
lunatics, and if Lord George Hamilton sincerely belioves that the population of India
consista of oriminal lunatics, well, I should ask,. whether the lunaey hse overtaken him

, orus. (Laughter and cheers.) Gentlemen, this plea as put forward by a responsible
Minister of State solemuly in the Honse cannot stand for a moment and for this resson H
that since 1827 the criminal law in India has been codified in all its branches. Any
offence against person or property, or against the State or society, can be dealt with by
the ordinary laws of the realm. Then, again, gentlemen, the GovernorGeneral and
Viceroy in Council can at any moment, within s very short time, in a ‘few hours, pass an
enactment legislating for the whole of Indin ; nay, he has even the p-OWel', without his
counil, to enact any law or pass any enactment for the !;nfety of the Empire. Then,
gentlamen, with this reserve power and with the criminal law in the land, I submit that
the plea of Lord George Hamilton cannot stand for a moment. Now, gentlemen, coming
$7 the Natu brothers what happened was thiz There were the unfortyngta murdeys on
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~ the 22nd June. 'The Government offered a reward fo find out the mﬁrdereu, but becauso

the exedfxtiivq or because the Police were incompetent to find out the causs of the murders,
- efter waiting for nearly a month, they put this law into motion with the sanction of the

Seoretary of State for India, because gentlemen in Euvgland at that time were mialed,

First there wers these marders. Then there weore the Chitpur riots in Caloutta. Peopla
‘in Englaud do not know where Poons is and where Caloutta is. (Laughter.) Then there
eame the beginning of the frontier troubles. They put the whole thing into one, and they
#aid that there was narest throughout the length and breadth of Indjg. The Beoretary of
State there was also misled into this belief, I am sorry to say, by Indian gentleman
-~ who now eits in the House of Commons (shame) ; and owing to questions on the subject
. put by him in the Houso, this Regulation was, I believe, put into motion. (A voice—
“Traitor.”) Thon, gentlemen, I ehall just read to you the grounds on which these men
wore arrested. _ :

. ¢ Thess two native gentlemen who had been arrested wers notorious men, and this
- was not the firet time that they had been brought before the motice of the public. He
believed that the authorities at Bombay were within their rights in the action which they
had taken, and the result of the proceedings would be to unravel the plot that had been

formed.”

It is five months now, gentlemen. Wo of the Congress are entitled to know the
unravelling of the plot which was then auticipated. We know how far these anticipations
wore fulfilled. Damodar Chapekar is now said to be the murderer. There is Lord
George Hamilton, who says that there is religious and political fanaticism in Indis. 'There
is Lord Sandburst in the Council of Bombay, who only lately said that this was done
because there was internal commotion, There is then the Chief Justice of Bombsy, who
rocently in the Pratoda case said that these were times of profound peace. Then, gentle-
men, I ask you who is right, whether Lord George Hamilton, or Lord SBandhurat, or the
Chief Justice of Bombay, or Damodar Chapekar? We are in this confusion. What wa
now ask 18 this: that no doubt the Government has apparently made a mistake, thisis a
power which has to be used in times of great emergency, this power should therefore not
remain in the statute book in the naked state in which we now find it, but there should be
corfain limitations.” There should be a proclamation issued in which the Government
should give justifiable reasons for putting the Iaw in motion and the person arrested should
at the most be only confired in prison for not mare than three months ; and he should be-
brought¢ to frial thereafter. - You must anderstand, gentlomen, that in putting this resoln-
tion I in no way say at present that the Nata brothers are guilty or not guilty, but the
publis are entitled to know whether they are guilty or not, and it is an obligation on the

_Government fo inform the public one way or the other, that is to eay, either they are
guilty, or not guilty, and if they are called guilty they must be allowed to vindicate their
. innocenee. {Cheers.) ‘ )
' Mg P. Krsava Pizzal (Madros, No. 25 on the“list) :=Mr. President, Brother
Delegates, Ladies and Grentlemen,—On this important sabject I think there can possibly be
no difference of opinion Tn this Congress pendal. Mr. Banerjea has voiced the opinion of
Bengal and given an artioulate expression to the educated opinion throughout the country
and the seconder has voiced the Bombayopinion. I shounld say a foew words on behalf of
the people of Madras, and especially the people in the mofussil. Gentlemen, I think the
Government would be wise in acting up to the recommendation contained in this resolu-
. $ion, for it s creating a sort of distrusé smong the people. Gentlomen, the people, we
koow, have faith in British justice and fair play. But there are circumstances that
have been tending to create s sort of distrust in their minds about the bossted equality
and ascurity of person and other things that have been stated over and over sgain by the
peopls that ere governing us, . For instance, fake the ireatment of prisoners in jails,
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and the acquittal of Europeans accused of murder. ' As rogards the treatment “in jails, I
will give you an instance. There was a Eurasian (employeq on n petty salary) convicted
of theft of a parcel of silver and gold at Guntakal and sentenced fo_ four years’ rigorous
imprisonment. He is in the Coimbatore Jail, and is given bread, rice, curry and every-
thing ; whereas the Hon’ble Mr. Tilak is only given “ javar” and other things worth
about.two annas. (Shame.) That Eurasian is blacker than myself. (Laughter.) You can see
from that what an invidious distinction they are making, and these facts are not lost on the
common people. As regards the acquittal of Europeans accused of murders, you know that
they are not only itted, but insult is added t0 injury, by the enunciation of a
monstrous theory, Theso things are not lost on the people; they reach them in the shape
of reports though sometimes distorted, becnuse people do not read newspapers. Added to
these things, we now come to the plague regulations. These people have exaggerated
notions of plague regulations. Some of them are still unknown, Take again the arrest of
Natu brothers. These have. shaken the faith of the people in British justice to a con-
siderable extont. They could ot conceive of people who preach brotherhood ¢0 men and
toll us that they are leading the pedple, while the higher classes of people are looking down
sooially on the lower classes and regard the submerged tenth as inferior beings. They
only preach, but they are unable to act up to the ideals which they setup. They say that
civilisation and barbarism could co-exist in the administration of a country, but they say
that that could not be on the frontiers of India. Now, gentlemer, we have still got some
faith. There is & ray of hope in this gloomy picture, for this reason. ' The Britisk people
have been generous enough to offer magnificent help to the famished people of this conntry,
Russia acted on the prinociple that we are all made of the same blood in according help to
us in our distress, and I believe the English people have been actuated by the same high
feezling ond sense of justice and sent us miagnificent sums foir the relief of the poor people of
this country. If these people are convinced of the inequitous procedure and actions of the
Government in this country, I believe they would insist on the Government of India doing
unto us as they would be done by and would also insist that the policy of ruling us with
rashness should come to an end. With these fow remarks T support the resolution. (Cheers.)

Me. Averep Nusor (N. W. P., No. 659 on the list) :—Mr. President, Brother

Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen,—I have boon asked to support “this resolution on behalf

of the North-West Provinces. I do so with the greatest pleasure § and “the reason which
!ms led me to lenve my usual comfortable place of a non-speaking delegate on this occasion
is that we have not as yot had a single speaker who could speak on behalf of the com-
munity to which I belong. I mean the Indinn Christian community. As most of you
are aware., we have at previous Congresses had the proud privilege of being represented by
one who is not only a distinguished member of the community to whith I belong, but
who, I am proud to say, is reckoned as oné of the warmest ‘supporters and as one of the
loaders of the Congress. I mean Mr. Kali Churn Bannerji. (Cheers.) - It was a matter of
great regret to me to learn on my arrival here that ot the last moment, owing to illness, he -
was prevented from attending this Congresa' I therefore folt it my duty to come forward
and say a few words, not only in support of this ‘resolition, but by way of showing the
npprovt\l and acquiescence of the members of the community to which I belong, as to ‘the
res?lut:ons which have been passed and which may be passed. - As regards this resolation
Which T have been asked to support, I cannot presume to add anything to what has been,
said b){ the sl?eakers who have preceded me, T shall only just- say this: that this is a
xlutgfl :hwh a.ﬁ‘ecta nIl communities, Hindus,'Mnhom_edam and Christians; &¢. To-day,
med:n a::l l:hwh: hls ; victim to this obuoxious regulation. To-morrow it may be a Maho-
mitigate the at:'in l; d? 8 Christian. (Cheers.)” Anything therefore -that is done to
Tow words 1 beg geoncy o this regulation will be & relief to all communities. - With these
on belualf of thot | upport the resolation on behalf of the North:West Provinoes, and also
arger constituency, the Indian Christian community. - (Cheers.)

»
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- M . );in. V. K. Eaig (Berar, No. 91 on the ‘list) then supported the r‘;solution in Third Day.
arashi. . . | —

" The resolution was pat to the vote and carried unanimounasly.

The President :—The next proposition will be moved by Mr. W. O. Bonnerjee, Resolution X111

Mz. W. C. Bonxresee (Calcutta, No. 661 on the list) seid :=Mr. President, Ladies Law of Sedition.
and Gentlemen,—The _Resolution, which I have fo submit for your consideration, was jp W. O Bon.
_ vather hastily drafted last evening, at the meeting of the Subjects Jommittes, and does not NaRyun,
read n8 well as I should like it to do. We were unanimous as to the lines on which it o
should proceed, but owing to want of time we were not able to give it a proper shape, I
will give it to you as it stands, but I must ask you to empower me to recast it on its pre.
sent lines. (Ories of  Yes, yes,” from all parts of the house.) The Resolution is this* :—

That this Congress views with alarm and anxiety the changes proposed in the oxisting
law of sedition which will deal an irreparable blow to liberty of speech and the freedom of
the Press ; and this Congress is of opinion that regard being had to the citoumstances of
the country the law of sedition should be s0 amended es to bring within its provisiona such
articles and speoches ouly as instigate peoplo not to render lawful obedience to the

- authority of Government or to resist the law by force in accordance with the views of Sir
James Stephen. Aad further that no trial should be by a Magistrate but that all trials
for sedition should be befare a Court of Sessions or a High Oourt and by a jury not less
than half of whom +hould be the countrymen of the acoused.

That & copy of this Resolution be eubmitted to the Legislative Council by the Pre-
sident. ' ‘

As you will see it iy & long resolution, but it need scarcely be said that it is one of jm.
mense importance. Changes in the law are always to be deprecated. When a law has
been in operation for some time, people get accustomed to it, get to know what it is that
they have to do or refrain from doing, so as to be well within its provisions and not
infringe it in any way. ' More specially is it the case with regard to the oriminal law which,
as a goneral rule, touches the more ignorant clesses amongst the commanity, If the law is
altered, it oreates a kind of chaos in the minds of the people, and it takea them long before
they get aconstomed to the altered state of things sgain. Unless, therefore, imporative
reasons of State demand the alteration of the law, it ought to be left untouched. No such
imperative reasons, 80 far as one can gather from the official Gazettes and other publie
'prints, were givin when the bill to amend the law of sedition was introduced into the

Tmperial Legislative Council, aud, speaking for myselt, I am not aware of any that neces-
sitates any QMW. _

S A -

* Note.—The Rosolution as finally recast is hare inserted.—EDiToR.
- That this Congress views with alarm and anxiety the changes proposed in the existing law of sedition
an defined in Section 1244, and of circulating false reports as defined in Section 508 of the Indian Penal
Code, aud in of opinion that Section 1244 of the Indinn Ponal Oode requires amendment, not in the direc-
tion of greater atringency but in that of greater freadom, aud if the law of sedition in India is to bs made
the same a8 it is in England, the administration of it ought to be safegusrded substaotislly in the ssmo
way a8 it is there, pamely, that the trial of accased persons must slways be by jury, at least ope half of
whom should be persous of the same nationality as the sccused, and that thelr vordict should bs nnanimous.
And this Qongress strongly protests against cases of sodition being made triable by Magistratos and not
by Courts of Sessions and Bigh Cotrta axclusively, aa heretofors, and sgsinst the proposal to iovest District
Magintrates with the power of eslling upon persons wbho, in their opinion, disseminats disaffection, to find
pureties of good behaviour for twelve mouths. This Congress s further of opinion that the chauges in the
Iaw now proposed will be altogether at variance with the pledges given by Sir James FitzJames Btephen
when passing Section 1244 of the Indian Peval Code through the Conncil and will deal sn irreparable
blow to libarty of apeech and freedom of the press, tins retarding the progress of the country and creating
terror instead of confidence in the minds of she people. ,
That & copy of this Resolution be submitted to the Legislative Council by the President.
0 .
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Third Day. In the Peral Code, a8 it was originally passed by the old Legislahve Councﬂ of fnd:u,.
there was no speoific provision against sedition. Whether the Law- Commissioners “or the
Legislative Oouncil left it out parposely as not being reqmred in the circumstances of ¥ndia,
Mx W-—O Bos or inadvertently, as Sir James FitzJames Stephen seemed to tlunk _when - dealmg with
‘xemapw, . Section 1244, it is difeult to say. 1t is still more diffioult. io say whut hed taken place
- in the country. wh:oh necessnated the pasamg in 1870 of Seqtion 1244. " At .any rate
~ from 1860 to 1870, whon provision was made agamst sadnhon for the first hme in. th:s
country, the Government of India remamedf as strong as ever it 'was before - or “has ever
been sinee ; and I do not imow that we ever heard the cry of sedition during that. period,
From 1870 to the preseqt time the counh 'y has gone on waking good progress and, but
for the unfoltunate events which happened at Poona on Her 'Majesty's: Diamond Jabilee
day, I'do not suppose we should have heard anything about any sadlhon in the cmmtry'
such as would necessitute a change in the law. The exmtmg law was explnmed not Jong
ago by Mr. Justice Strachey of the Bombay High Court at Mr Tilak’s trial. I-venture to
think that thers is not a man amongst us here, nor nmongst “the matives of this country’
generally, who behaves that the explanation given by Mr Justice Strachey in his summing'
up at that trial was a proper explanatlon of the law: (Loud' cheers) I 'will go farther’
and say that it was a travesty of the law. (Cheers.) ' But even that travesty of the law ds, .
it seoms to me, better than the new bill which Mr, Chalmers has ]ust introduced into the’
Viceregal Legislative Council. Under Mr. Btrachey’s interpretation of the law even- his.
_idea that * disaffection ™ means “ want of affoction,” we at any rate know where we stand:*
and will be able to take cure of ourselves, and not bring ourselves into the- jeopardy which-
bas unfortunately overtaken Mr, Tilak. (Cheers.) But if the present bill passes into law:
it is not too much to say that no public speaker, no writer. in the publio press would be
* safe. The introduction of the words ¢ ill-will,” & hntred 4l ‘;rcontempt " into:the sectmn )
will make, confusion worse confounded. As Slr Ohalles F‘arren, the Chief Ji ustios of Bomhay, J
said the other day, this is a time of profound peace in this country T'will ‘add  that that -
learned Judge was well thhm the truth in saying so,. and sosing that the law of gedition -
i authoritatively lqgi_cjgwn by the Bombay High Court is not any too lenient towards”
the peaple; where, I ask, is the necessity for any. change in the law and change in' the
direction of Mr. Chalmers' Bill 1.(Loud ories of “ No, no,” and cheers). The pr oposed measure.. .
shows an utter distrust of the pedple-on the part of the Government.’ {Cheers.) What
we have done to deserve this distrust I cannot muake .out. Weare, as a people, perfectly.
loyal to the Government as established by law and have never dreamf of subverting it-or*
of rendering any, help active or. passiye to its -enemies-to, subvert it. The ‘present '
generation have known no other Government oxXG5pt this; rulerd uve “mever weary
" of reminding-those of us who require reforms that onr people, as a whals; i dlyﬁ
conservative, that they do not relish any change.. - Yet, why in this matler of ‘the law-of -
sedition the Government should think - that the people desire a - change of GDVernment is
one of those oonundrums which'no one can understand. (Loud. cheors:} - It is possible that
the Government foel that they have done nothxng to dmw unto themselves the loyalty -
of the Indian people, and it is possible that that is the reason why they™ distrast ue~ Tt is
the case of conscience making cowards of us all. -But the Government need hdve” no
appreheusion on that subject: at all. (Cheers.). We are nll loyal and not only ha.ve
~ all veaponsible persons in the country openly eaid- 80, but they have by .their. acty “and
deeds proved that they are so. Nabody pretends that the British Govarnmen# it
India is the best of all possible Governments in the world, It has no doubt its Eefects .
But, the defects notmthutandmg, it is a good Govemment, and we are not hkely to 'ha.ve
any better. So we have given in our adhesion to it, and despite all distrust on the part of

our present rulers, we for our part w1l1 not swerve from our duty to maintain and aupport
the Government.” (Loud cheers.) - e
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M. Clialmers td make his jroposed amendment of the liw palatable to us says that his
oiily object in proposing the amendments is to assimilate the law of seditios in this country
“with the law on the samé subjeot a8 it exists in England. Well, I have nd objeotion at all
td the law of seditiofl in this countiy being inade the same a8 the law of sedition in
England, provided, of course, Mr. Choimers gives us in this counitry the same machinery
for the ﬂtimihiéii-dii'o’q of the law hete a5 exists i England, In Eoglind, 8 we af) know,
triald 0t sdition are held befors & judge, Who if & onntiyma of the pristner, and by a
jury, WHd are alss éovntrymen of the prisorer, dnd no trial cati take place unloss a true bill
hos Besn found against ihe pritcier By a grind jury; who are dlss coubtrymen of the
prisohbr. Let Mr. Ohaltiers givé us this mode of tiial, and we shall hail him, however
sevefs he inay make the law, as the greatest lawgiver that has éver come to thia country,
(Loud ¢heerd.) But does he intend to do 80! No. (Oheers.) So far from doing so, he is
trying in his amendments of the Oriminal Procsdute Cods td exnpower distriot magistrates
to try cases of sedition—distriet magistiates who are officers of Government in the atrict
gense of the term aild whose promotion entirely depends upon the good-will of the Govern-
ment for the time Being. [Cries of ** Shame, shame.”) The present machinety for trial ot
cased of dedition in this country is Had snoughi ini all cobscience. In the Presideny towns
such trisls nitst be had by jury. But io far as Her Majesty’s Britishi Indian subjects are
concetnéd; that juty tiay consist éntitely of Europeans; and not d single one of them need
know the Ianguage in whichi the seditious speech is alleged o have been made or the
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Beditious articld to have been written. Thadt is appalling encugh, but {0 entrust tristsfor -

sedition to district magistrates is still inore dppalling. I dd not think, I say so with all
§ubmission to Mr. Chalmers, that Kis Bill proceeds hm: English law of
sedition at all. He is entirely mislalien ifi thinkidg it does. Bul desuming it does, Mr.
Chalmers i prepared to give us the poison in the shape of his amehdmeni, aud not the
antidote to thé poison in the shape of the English machinery for fts adminietration.

1 should have thought that seeing that the couniry has just been passing through

the Inst of 4 very severe afliotion in the shape of famine, that there has beon a reoweden .

sconce of the plague in various parts of it, nmi_ that other circumstanoss, notably the proas
proseciitions in the Bombay Presidency, have stirred the mind of the people to its very
depth, this ié just the time where a wise legislator, even if there was necessity for it, would
hesitate long before embarking on a proceds of action which is sure to give rise, as Mr,
Chalmera’ Bil! bas undoubtedly given rise, to great terror on the part of the people. But
we, of courde, acoording to our rulers; have no ides of the proper time and oocasion .fur
changes in the law. Lord Elgin’s Government are all wise, and I am niraid that notwith-
standing our protest, and I make bold to aay the proteat of every right .tlunhng persoa in
the country which will go fo the Government, this Bill will be forced into law: All the
-?méestswwill be in vain. We must, however, carry our proteat b?h_)re a hlgher suthority
than even Lord Elgin’s Governtmont:- We must __gp__l_:ﬁf‘gre the British Publ}c. Wea must
expla;iﬁ fo them how the ngents they have sent to govern the country on their behalf ond
in their nome are dealing with the people, that is dealing in & manner wl-wlly unworthy
of the British name and the British lova of freedom, And if we can couvinee them fhat
we are right, I have no doubt that the British nation will rise in their wrath and froe us
from the trammels which Lord Elgin and his Councillors are forging fgr us. (Loud pro-
fongea cheering.)} ‘ o _ '

. Mz. R. N. MupHOLEAR (Berar, No. 60 on fthe list):—Mr. President, Brother
Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen,—The proposition which has beeI.: moved b.y our revered
lesder and friend Mr. W. C. Bonnerjee is one which demands serfoul consideration from
as. It refers to a matter which is of the gravest and most serious 1mport.- It refers to s
shrestened invasion over freedom of epeech and liberty of the Press which were grnn-ted ;
to us by the British Government. It means a movement backward. It means a depriva-
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Third Day. tion of what you had obtained before. (Hesr, hesr.) Gentlemen, when tha oarious charge
Resoiugion X11r,  t0 the jury was delivered in the Bombay High Court only a few months ago, it was folt
Law of Sedition.  generally in the country that section 1244 as it stood required to be amended. The
Mz.R.N.Muomo- gereral feeling was that an amendment should take place, not in the manner in which it has
KAB. - been brought forward, but in an altogether different manner. Everywhere the feeling was
T that the principles expounded by Mr. Justica Strachey were not the prineiples that were
embodied in the law of England, and that eome of the most important portions of the
charge were eptirely opposed to thut law, and our demand was that our law should be
brought into conformity with th§ law of England,—conformity nof only with regard to the
Ponal Seetions but aleo with regard .to the machinery that was fo administor the law.
We thought that the British _GOVermi:ept herq.wduld see that the law as contained in
the existing section 1244 was anduly severe, and that In State trials- s different kind of
machinery was necpssary from what would be found eufficient in ordinary cases of theft
‘or rioting. .On the contrary, what we now find done is that by a curious disregard of the
usual rules of practice, an amendment to Section 1244 ie brought forward which makes
the law harsher than before, and an addition is given to the powers of Magistrates and
to the powers of the Police which never existed in the criminal law of India. It is said by
the hon’ble gentleman who moved the Bill that it is iotended to bring our law intq
conformity with the law of Eogland. . Now, gentlemen, it may appear presumptuous on my
* part to question what the hon’hle gentleman has said, but reading once again the English
_ Jaw Trom _the books available to me, I am forced to the conclusion that there has been
some misapprehension, and the section which is proposed is not certaiuly in accordance
with the ;Ilinglish law. (Hear;, hiear.} The first thing to-which I would direct yaur. attention
i# explanation 2 which runs thus :~“ Comments an the measures of the Government
with a view to obtain their alteration by lawful ﬁi‘e;gifwii‘-ﬁbﬁt exciting op atteﬁxptin'g to
excite hatred, contempt or disaffection da no$ constitute an offence.”” In the first portion
of the section what is eaid js this :— ‘:Wb:éa:yetj by words either spoken or written or by
‘ii,m; or by visible rePresentat'ious, or otherwise, prings or attempts to bring into hatred
~7or Gonfempt-or_axcites or attempts to Q;oite: disaffection towards Her Majesty or the
Government or promotes or attempts to promote feelings of enmity or ill-will hetween
different classes of Her Majesty’s subjects, “shall be punished with transporfation for
life or any shorter term, to which fine may he added or with imprisonment which may
extond to ten years, to which fine may be added or with fine.” There are two explanations
appended to this, and amongst these axplanqtioﬁs'}ixplanaﬁon 2 'is given which ia consi-
dered a8 affrding a sufficient guarantee for ' the" freedom of speech and freedom of the
Press, the existence of which is sonsidered essential by the Government and the hon’ble
member, Now, with yegard to that I would only ask you fo see that as the explanation
sh‘mds, what is eaid is this that there may be comments on the measures of the Government
. fnth a view to obtain their alteration by lawful means, hut those commenis should-be riade
in uu?h wmavner as not to excite hatred, mntempt-af'&{saﬂ'eotion. One may respectfully
enquire of the ht.)nourable gentleman who has drawn up this section what' he means when
li:e :E?::;;::.f :::ihng hit‘l:elt; o:;::l’l’temp.t ttIn hti:‘e ;?ncti'n g part of the section itself there
to bo made dlear. Then hat I the o ‘cantempt ™ of whom? This has thus
contomet 1 Hatrod , ® meaning to be_attached to"the expression * exciting
P atred is a term which you and I and all the le in the
understand. But # contempt ”’ is an extremel s m_t o oountry oan
rosolation which was pasaed by the Congrer e yt 1:ague worfl. Take, i?r mst_:tnce! the first
in which not onl ) g reg'an-i o the frontier policy, a matier
¥ wo of the Congress agree in condemning the policy of the Government
but even non-official Europeans and members of the Bengal Chamhey of C in
a line. with us, and have pronounced that the frontior polioy of ° ¥ ommerce are n
) Lo r policy of the Government of Iundia
is ono which is doing berm to the fation. N v
. Now, gentlemen, when you censure a certaim
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Ppolicy or a certain measure of the Government, do you thereby excite admiration for that
measure Or its authors, or do you not thereby excite somes mensure of ¢ contompt ** for it
- and its authors? If oriticism is to bo of auy value it should, while it is fair, be at the
same time effective. And whatever criticism is effective, must certainly produce .
conviction that what is being done is wrong, and when it is shown that the measuro is
. wrong it can-be easily said that coutempt was roused in the minds of the people,
Practically, therefore, it comes to this: That there should be no oriticism of any Govern-
ment measurs, however wrong in principle or mistaken that measure may be.- I ask every-
- Englishman who cares for the interest of England and India, whether this would be a
desirable state of things. o
. Gentlemen, I shall read to you what the English law of sedition is. I cannot rend to
- you the whole thing. I shall only give you a small extract from one work oaly. “ On the
other hand, no criticism of the Government or its acts, howover severe; no disapproba-
tion; however serious or strongly expressed, smounts to sedition, where it tokes the form
" of free and fair discussion, and where its objeot is to reform grievanoces, not to excite dis-
affaction. ¢ Journalists are entitled to criticize the conduot and intentions of those
- ‘entrusted with fhe administration of the Government. They are entitled to canvaes, and,

it necessary, censure either the acts or proceedings of Parlininent, and are entitled to point_

" ount any grievances under which the people Iabour.” ¥ -
- This, gentlemen, is the English lIaw, and I say that the proposed Indian law is not
© in accordance with this law, in spite of the high authority of the person who says so. (A
“oice “ Whose authority 1 ”*) The Hon’ble Mr, Chalmers’, Sir. Becondly, I say it is worse
- than the presént Indion law., As Mr. Bonnerjee hes pointed out the existing explanation
. of 1244 affords us a Tor better security ‘than the two explanations proposed to be ap-
pended to the new seotion. Doth under the English and the Indian law a oriminal intent
48 of the essence of the offence. In his anxiety to remove from the law of the land o
sectiun which did not appear to him “as a model of clear drafting,” the learned law-
~ member has—let us hope, through oversight—dropped the most imporiant thing. If, in
trying to escape from a burning house I knock a man down accidentally and injure him,
the law will hold me guiltless. But if a man, who i8 deprived of the fruits of his capital
and labour by the ‘so-called * Revision™ operations of the Settlement Depnrtmex'nt, pre-
“sents s petition to the Government showing the injustico done to him and graying _for
 yedress he is to be hauled up before a magistrate and sentenced to imprisonment or irans
poréation ! Thirdly, there is a further thing which is proposed to be donme. Till now

the trials for offonces under section 1244 in the mofassil could ¢ake place only before the |

RSossions Judges and in the Presidency towns before the High Courts. Now the power is
’proposmi to be given to First Class Magistrates and Presidency Magistrates. Thot is 'ta
" 88y, t:o‘personn who so far as the mofussil is concerned, certainly are under the ex?cfmvo

control of Distriot Magistrates—that is, in fact of those who in many cases ongmn.ta

these -prosecutions. The result will be this, that in no cnse can we be oert.nm
'that even legitimato and most necessary criticism can safely be made. I think
-ﬂmt Vngithet in the interests of the gevernors’ mor in the interesis .of 'the governed
is it eafe that this should be so. The British Government by. its “very mature
is a 1ibci-al Government, ond constitnted as that Gomrnme.nt _m, lt. 3’. necessary for
it to know the foeliogs and wants of the people, But if ordmar.y criticism made with
the most bona fide purposes is to be rendered unsafe, the effoot of it will be that nobody
will think it safe to apprise the Government of what goes on. The result will be that the
administration of the country in every form will deteriorate, and l_)oth the' governors and

“the governed will suffer by it. - I therefore say, gentlemen, that in the interests of the

governors and the governed, this change should not jeke place, an'd we ask that trm_ls should

fake place before a Sessions Court or the High Court, that the trinls should be by jury, and

n
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that half at least of the jury should be composed of the countrymen of the sdocused. That
ig for this reason : As you saw in the Tilak ¢ase, ‘there are ulterances given ir the language
of the prisoner, and if persons who cannot vnderstand the language sit as jury, it cannot.
be fairly called a trial by jury at all. - 'We next come to the addition which is proposed to
be made to our law of sedition.- The reason advanced for it is that it is sedition under
English law to promote or atlempt to promote feclings 6f enmity between different classes
of Her Majesty’s subjects. I am doubtful, ladies and gentlemen, of the correcéness of the
statement that * attempting to promote »* is su offence ander English 'law. -But sssuming
it is 80, to the argument that a certain thing being an offence under the English law it
should be an offence under the Indiun law, it is only sufficient to ent to reply that the . -safeguards
which exist in England ought slso in fairness td, be introduced here.

n T T

"" Then comes an alteration in section 503 by which the pubhcnhon ‘of rumours or’
reports which turn out to be false is rendered peual ever though there may have--been- at
the time of the publication a perfectly sona fids belief in-the-truth=of - the~rumour.--And

. then further by s reversal of the ordinary vanous of justice it is to'be enacted that it is not-

the prosecution who have to prove the-guilt of the accured, bat thn‘t it is the-aceused ‘who
has to prove his innocence.” -T am not awareof-any-“case -having wrisen-under section 505.--

_I have no¥ tome across auy in the Law Reports: . I trust T shall 1ot be vonsidered ngy

of exciting “ contempt ™ -against the Legislatare if T ask whetha'r “there~was' nuy'ca.se in:
whmh the emstmg section was found to have-produoad fuﬂure of ]ust:oe

Not content mth forgmg such iron chains for len-mmate ond. honest enhcx sm, & kind’
of gag is next provided for. - By o most wonderinl addition to the section dealing with the.
taking of security from personsof bad livelihood, it is proposed that persons who in the
opinion of the magistrate are likely to disseminate obscene or seditious or defamatory matter
are to be called upon to give security, and in ease they fail to do so, they are to be sent to jail, -
along with thieves and receivers of stolen property. There is to be no trial, No meeting
can Yo held no mm-radress‘ drawrup,; without risk of this danger

" 'Will those who advocate such mensures pause to consider their eﬁ'ect upon the Govern-
ment of the countr y? Autoorats in the Moffusil who resent criticism, “who denounce even
the ordinary procedure of appes! may welcome such provisions: -T¢ wnbiased Englishmen
they must appear as devices worthy of Turkish Pashas, and not measures to be brought -
forward by those who have respect for the genius of British policy and the “traditions of
the British race. I say, gentlemen, the whole of this prop'osed change-is & dangerous in-
novation, augd it dlstmctly shows that the Government is pursuing a most retrograde policy
caloulated to produce irreparable harm; and it is our dutyto move them not to take this
Julse step. With these words I commend the proposxtxon to your ncceptanoe. (Cheers.)

Paspir B. Narrax Dir (Lucknow, No. 653 on the hst) i~Me. Presldent an&
Brother Delegates,—IF there Is any question which has agitated the mind more deeply
than another, it is the one which forms the- aub;ect-matter of the Resolution whichk I have
the honour to support. The law -of sedition has, in some form or other, been the
topic of newspapers and publio utterances and of Goverament pronouncements; and the
subject was 8o important,” that the public feeling “upon the subject -was so excited that it
was a natural expectation on the part of the paopler' that if the Government. proceeds -in
this matter it will procoed with the greatest cauntion, that it will consalt thé voice -of the
oonntry, sud that whatever step it takes will bs taken in due time.. In all these throe
Tespeots, gentlemen, I think thot the amendment which is to be brought . before the
Legialative Council fails. It has been thrust upon the Legislative Council with the utmost
poesible haste. Tt has been foroed upoh the Legislative Council, without giving the country
any opportunity to express its opinion upon it, and also it has been introduced at &  time
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when it was most inopportune that it should be introduced, beoause the general impression
in the country is that it would not have been introduced but for the unfortunate murder of
two European officials. This is the feeling, Now, Sir, I know that the law member of
the Legislative Council said that it was a law which was not meant for any particular cluss,
and it was upon that very ground that they were not propared to recommend the re-ennot-
ment of the Vernacular Press Act. Bu, Bir, in view of the fact, in view ol the oircum-
stances under which this amendment has been brought forward, I am sure it will bo
difficult for people of this countcy to believe that it would have beon brought forward, if it
were not that by the present amendment the liberty of the Native Press only was aimed
at. There are three things to be considered with regard to every monsure that is brought
befare the Legislative Council. First, whether the evil which is intended to be cured dooa
really exist. The socond thing that is to be considered is whether the measure is efficae
cious enough to cure that evil ; and the third point. to be considered is whether, while it
cures the evil, it does not give birth to worse evils than the ono it cures. Woell, Sir, I shall
have no difficulty in showing you that there is no necessity for such o mensure as is now
before the Legislative Council, nor even if it wore passed into law it will meot the nocosaity
of the hour, nor if it does meet it, will it fail to create worse evils than those it is supposod
" fo cure. Now, Sir, it must be first shown that in the counfry tlere is an amount of
sedition that requires repression ; that in the Native Press thers is an amount of disloyal
feeling which must bé checked by lIaw. I do not know what may be the state of the Pross
exaotly at this time, but I am sare that some twenty-one yeors ago a similar cry was raised
when similar steps were in contemplation, that is to say in 1876. At that time Lord Hob-
house, who, by a strange irony of fate, was one of those who declined to admit the appeal in
the Tilak cnse, recorded a minute which is worth reading to-day, and in that minute while

speaking of the comparative merits of the Vernacular and the English Press, and also.

giving his opinion as to whether the Press was violent and seditious and whether keeping
in view the state of the Euglish Press'in Tndis, the Government wus justified or not in
taking any extreme step to put down the liberty of the Press, he said : —

# As regards the principal subject on which the English and Native newspapers diffor
in form, there is no difference in spirit,~-] mean the sabject of class preferences. The
English papers do not frequently attack the Government about it, becauss their own olasa
is dominant. But let there be any attempt to treat clusses with more even-handed justico
than hes been oustomary, and see what happens. - Why, outcries and menaces, compared
to 'which the complaints of the native newspapers are gentle murmurs. In the Mocares
case, I forget whether it was one of the newspapers or one of the apeakers at n publie
meeting in Calcutta, who threatened that the Earopean community would be in a state of
rebellion if that plain act of justice were maintained. Whoever was guilty of that parti-
cular piece of folly, the language of the English newspapers was outrageously violent
against the Jessore magistrate, Mr. Justice Phear, and Sir Richard Couch, and threatened
the Government with all sorts of disasters, if it supported the sentence. In the Tuller
case we are now experiencing a mauifestation of the same spirit, though in a milder form.
According to Euglish newspaperas, our action is lawless, tyrannical, and foolish, and can
only be accounted for by the union of gross ignorance with sinister motives. I believe
that if we go further back into our history, e.g., to the Black Act, we shall find that the
violence and folly of the Anglo-Indian Press upon any proposal to treat the European
and Asiatic communities more nearly on an equality used to be greater than they sre
now.” ‘ '
Sapposing this sentiment is right, and if,so far as the violence of language is con-
‘cerned, there is not much to choose between the English papers and the papers edited by
Indian editors, is there any greater reason for emacting such an enactment now than
there was in 1876 which Lord Hobhouse who was well acquainied with the condition of
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Indin, deplored and condemned in the strongest - terms» _possible.f \ But apart from that
when the Government say that there is & good deal of sedition in the country which
Tequires repression, what does it show * It shows that fifty years of, English rule in- India
has failed ; that the more our education has a.dv‘anged, ‘the more we have become intimate
with English life, the more we have identified ourselves with English sentiment and
Western ideas which influence our- socisl life, the more we have ;lcome to-dislike the. .
English people and hate them,—the more we have come to know them, the more- we. have
come to hate.them. . T donokknow if that does not throw a greater slur upon the English
people and the English Government than on- the Indian people. Now coming to the
second point, supposing for one moment that there is an amount of sedition' which Te-
quires repression,some kind of cheok,—ie this the measure which is required by the necessities
of the times ? Well, upon that point X shall again refer to the minute “gl\ “Lord Hobhouse
in which he happened to remark thus: ¢ We have now in our law as Euc'h" -precaution
against seditious writing ns the originol framérs of the Code, the Law Commissioners of
1860, the Committee who settled the Code of 1860, ond the Committce: who -settled the
supplementary Aot of 1870, considered necessary, viz., a penalty for exciiing or attempt-
ing to excite feelings of disaffection. 'We ought to have n clear case for taking further
powers without trying the efficacy of the Iaw we have enacted affer #0 much deliberation.”

o —

. . Now, the Gtovernment of India having during this year taken very clear steps to see
whether the law is eficacious, did any of the High Courts that have had the chance of
trying sedition cases ever since seditions prosecutions came into fashion, feel the slightest
doubt 03 to ‘the clearness of the Iaw upon the menning of the section 12441 I
think the first prosecution took place in Bengal, and. in that case Sir Comeit Petheram
did not express any doubt s to the meaning of section- 1244." The second imporfant
prosecntion that took place was in Bombay, in which Mr. Justice Strachey did not express

-any doubt, and the Privy Couneil nowhave-accepted ‘more or less the summing up of Mr.

Justice Btrachey. It cannot-be-snidthat-with- regard-to the efficacy of the law there
could be any possible Toubt whatever. Itisa diﬁ‘eFe‘xffthihgql_;gfhef we accept the in-
terpretation by these judges, whother we are satisfied with the way in which they inter-
preted _scction 1244.  So far ns the sufficiency of the law is concerned, 'so far as the
efficacy of it in punishing offenders under that section is concerned, there csnnot be the -
slightost doubt that any of the High Courts have had any difficulty in dealing with this-
matter ; but if there was any doubt and if the Government of India thought that the
point was one which required clearness, T submit they ought to have gone back to the in-
terpretation put upon the section by the framer of that section. If they wanted to differ
from him they should have brought forward a clear case as to why the iﬁierpi'e?‘.ntibn puf,
upon the section by the framer himself was not sufficient to meet the Decessities of the
times. Now, Sir, upon this point, although I have not got the exact wordin

. N the g of Bir James
FitzJames Stephen, yet Lord Hobhouse quotes him. He 80YS ts T

£

“ When the Aot XXVII of 1870 was under discussion, the Native Associations com-
ploined of the vagueness of the 5th section, and esked how -they were to know whether
they were cbeying the law or transgressing it. Mr. Stephen answered -them to ‘this
cffect : ¢ Go to the English newspapers ; whafever they BAy you may say : that any bl;dy
should want to be more offensive than they are is inconceivable.’ But that arrangement.
will be turned ageinst us if we lny down that the very same thing shall be innocent i said
by an English newspaper, and criminal if said by a nativeone.” - -~ -7 Yz .. *

I think that is clear enough and nobody can have the slightest donbt that if there was
any meaning which Sir Jomes Stephen mennt to read into that section, it ig the hle;ming
that 'he 8o tersely expressed. If the Government of India are not satisfed with that
meaning, they ought to have come forward with a fuller explanation for making a departure

—
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aud for making the sedition law more stringent and more impracticable than before, My

time is drawing near, and I mast at once hasten to the third point of my remarks upon this _

subject, viz., we have also to consider this fact : do the violent writings in the press aud the-

. disloyal feeling, if it exists in the country, notually staud in the relation of cause and offeot I

Are people disloyal because newspapers write violently ? I bolieve that there ia an amount
of discontent and unrest in this country. Even granting that there is disloyalty in a ocer-
tain section of the people, is it because the press has made them disluyal? Or has the
disloyalty existed before? ¥n their opinion when certain grievances are not remediod,
papers write in n partioular tone because the papers say that a certain kind of writing is to
the taste of a certain commaunity. I do not believe it. I simply believe that there is a
oertain amount of unrest and discontent, a feeling very nutural when legitimate wants and
legitimate grievances of any section of the community are slighted and ignored. Coming
10 the third point as to whether if you pass such alaw as this, it will not, while it cures the
evil, give rise to greater and worse evils than the one which itis intended to cunre, tho fivst
effect of such a law would be that while on all hands it is admitted by the Government, by
the people and by every section of the public that it is only the lower sort of journals that
abuse their liberty, it will not affoct the higher class of journals. That may be o very
good solution-for the lower sort of journals, but I am afraid that will not have & good offect
50 far as the liberty of the press is concerned. Yom repress all presses, you place upon
them a law which may be put iuto force against them at auy moment. Thore is no use
saying that it affects the Iower olass of journals and not the higher class.. You have to bear
in mind that the one certain effoct of this measure will be—it may be for a time only—that
when the measure is passed, both the higher and the lower classes of journals will certainly
not write as frankly and openly as they at present do, and I am sure that will bo o greater
Toss to Government than-to the people themselves. So far as the Vornacular Press is con-
‘corned—there is not the slightest doubt it is the Vernacular Press that is in the oyes of the
Indian Giovernment more than anything else—this is what was said about it in 1876 by one
of the members of the India Council at the time, who recorded a minute against the pro-
posed measure of Lord Lytton : '

" «Nor do I think that Mr. Edon rightly ostimates the fidelity of the Vernacular
Pross—unreasonable though it often is—as an index of Native feeling and thought. Look,
at from our point of view, its fone is natural, for the sympathy and appreciation
_of an Oriental people is probably beyond the reach of an alien bureau and
:Eoreigndespocié Government ; while its criticism—hostila as it ofton is—is gencrally
precisely what is to be looked for under the circumstances, aud rarely goss, in substance,
beyond strong difforence of opinion where such is quite ressonable. Inconveniont, thoro-
fore, though the extravagance and occasional want of loyalty evinced by the Vernacular
Press may be, we possess in it a useful barometer of Native foeling and sontiment; o
barometer such a3 no menaced ot sycophant Pross could possibly continue to be. There
ism.l appreciable safety in knowing the worst that even our discontented sub:ieota are
thinking of our measures ond administration ; and the experience of other countries (than
England) to which Mr, iden olludes, has shown that a restricted Press is -no guarantoo
for the loyalty of their subjects or dissatisfied nationnlities.. There are dmndva.ntnges'—l
and grave ones—ia having existing discontent ond hostile criticism formulated and cir=
oulated amongst the people ; but, on the whole, T think the balance of political advantage
is in favor of an unmenaced Press even in India.” -

This iwas the opinion with regard suthe Native Press of mon who were well acquaint
od with the conditions of this country nnd with the Press of this country. The
worat effest of this measure will be, which I need not remind you of, that it will
preate at a tjmo of peace and guiet an-unnecessary distrust in the minds of tho peoples, so
far-as the sotion of the Government is concerned. I think, Sir, that in every scountry
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Third Day., where ‘foreign rule exists, confidence and affection are nmongst the strongest gt_t_amntees
Resolation X11II. for that Government ; and anything that shakes the liberty of the ' Press, _anythlqg' .tha.t
Law of Sedition,  088t8 tha slightest shadow upon. the homesty, upon ‘the fidelity and. the loyalty- of the
— peoplo is a thing injurious more to Government itself, perhaps, than %o the people over
P";’;}ﬁ %ﬁm- whom it rules. Now, 8ir, such was not the policy of past statesmen, nﬂ{l' if you read the
o speeches of Lord Metcalf and Lord Macaulay, you will find that at a time when education
had not so far advanced, when India was more bnckward, when English ‘institations were
evon less understood than now, they were prepared to grant full privileges fo the press
and abide by the good they had done. For the present there is a reaction‘in that policy.
We hove now a conservative , Secretary. of State, backed by a strong conservative.
majority. We have the polioy of reaction in full swing. It was while fighting against’
, this policy of reaction that Mr. Tilak fell, and our ouly satisfaction is that while ke
fell, he kept the fsith. -I have not the slightest doubt that this. policy will not last
long. The forces of nature are against it, the sentiments of the English people are against
it; and I have not the slightest doubt that as long as Englishmen are- what they are, -as
long as the Qucen’s proclamation is religiously followed. by her trusted Viceroys, and as
long as Indian people cherish the desire to live under . that . English .rale and look- upon
that rule as a sure pledge and a sign, under God’s Providence, of progress and freedom, sa
lIong T bave not the elightest doubt we shall resist all attempts to infringe the Iiberty of the
people ot this country and protest against all such attempts,. and so long we shall try to
vindicate those principles and those traditions which it is the highest glory of England to
, have tanght us to-revere and regard. {Cheers.) . IR

)

Tow

AIr, A. O, Mozuse Me. A. C. Muzumpar (Bengal, No. 688 on the list) :—Brother Delegates,—Wg' all |
DR, feel that we meet here this year under the portentous shadow of a great “crisis. The year
»° .one thousand eight hundred and ninety-seven of the Christian era shall long be remem-~

bered in this country as one fraught with untold miseries and disasters to the millions of
Indian people. As fate would have it, the year of a glorious record-reign has been a year
of gloomy record-calamities to us. In faot, if there were a Dryden among us now, it would
indeed be his Annus Mirabilis. Famine, plague, pestilence and earthquake have been
devastating the country from one end to the other. Millions of souls, such as might have
densely populated a whole country, have fallen in the hands of an inscrutible Providence ;
while yot the flower of the army~—the bulwark of the Empire—are still being sacrificed
by hundreds and thousands to a fatuous policy in the bleak, barren mountain fastnesses
of Afghanistan. But, gentlemen, the worst was yot to have happened, and alas! it has
come %o happen at Inst. For some years past sordid correspondents and vemal journalisis
~— Had been trying their best persistently to columniate us, brand us with disloyalty and
poison the mind of Government against uws. Confident, however, of our own innocence,
and still more confident of the greatness of the constitution under which we live, we have
always afforded to treat such base libels and calumnies with scorn. But now we have been
openly charged and condemned by the Btate itself for sedition] Gentlemen, borm of a
people whose ancestors often sacrificed their own children for the supposed welfare of their -
kings, we disdain to hear lessons of loyalty from those whoso libertics are bathed and
conseorated in royal blood. But brother delegates, however violent the accusation may be
to our feelings, we are now upon our trial and must answer the charge. First, then, gentle-
men, conoeding for argument’s sake—and argument’s sake only—that there is sedition in
this country, and that both Lord Sandburst and Lord George Hamilton have in their
unerring vision almost simultaneonsly seen its horrid spectre rising out of ita bloody
grave of 1857 orto speak more logically in an age of scientific researches, that both
_8ir Cl.nrlea E{liott nnd Sir Lepel Griffin have through close application to political
'b‘°?°.‘"°1°8?: since their retirement on pension, discovered sn sbnormal existence of -
sedition bacillas in the Indian atmosphere, does not such a concession, I seriounely  ask,
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involve- a* tacit  admission cf “incompetency and bunglings somewhere? Wherethereis  Third Day.
disloyalty, there is discontent. And a sudden outburet of discontent after a hundred and Resolution XIII.
Afty years of settled Government—a Government that has unquostionably conferred  Law of Sedition,
@ thousand and one blessings upon the Indian people——must presuppose mismanagement of Mo A QM
no ordinary desoription at least in some quarter. (Cheers.) Sedition never grows like DAR oroa=
mushroom ; it must have its seeds sown by some one. And then, gentlemen, where is —
‘the sedition 7. Sedition in-this country, as has been told By-our distinguished leader
Mr, W. C. Bonnerjee, at present is only a bugbear which exists nowhere except in the
wild and oppressed imagination of some people who are naturally jealous of the rising
generation of the Indian races. Gentlemen, for what and for whom should we be
seditious? Is there any shadow of the Moghul atill hovering about the country that is
. beckoning us to raise the crescent standard on the mouldering walls of Delhi !, Ie there o,
Peshwa in the Decoan who is still harping on the dreams of & Maharatta Empire? Then
for whom should we be seditious? We can only be seditious either for Russia or for
-anarchy. .And lives there a thinking man in this country, who does not see that there is
not much to choose between these two t No, it is our beat interest and truest patriotism
to maintain British supremacy in India. It is no frothy sentiment of gushiug loyalty,
but the simplest dictatés of eommonsense and self-interest. I am free to confess that
I like English Gtovernment not for England and Englishmen, but for India and the Indian
people. (Hear, hear.) England might still be England without India ; but India without
England would be nowhere at the present moment. (Hear, hear.) In the language of Sir
Wilfrid Laurier—pardon me, gentlemen, I have used the name of o Canadian ; but what has
been: said can no longer be unsaid—in the language of the great Canadian Premior, “I# wo
were to cease to be British subjects now, the loss would be certaiuly ours.” Then wherefore
this drastic aud retrograde measure ! JLord Lytton had gagged the Indiau Press, but even
he did not geg the Indian people. It was reserved for your Radical Viceroy to forge
fotters for both the Indian Press and the Indian public at the same time in one stroke of
his peri.  Lord Lytton's violent measure was at once removed from the statute book by
bis great Hberal successor ; and ig it to avoid such a contingency that under the garb of
dealing with extra-territorial offonces Lord Elgin’s Government has undertsken by an
indirect move to gag both the press and the public by changing the general substantive
law of the country ? At all events it is altogether an unique proceeding, first to obtain a
novel interpretation which is dangerous and unsound, end then hasten to make this bad
law sound and good by legislative enactment. (Cheers.) Was it that the Government of
Tord Elgin was afraid that if some time were given, some of the other High Courte might
interpret it differently. (Voice—*possibly.’) There is certainly an indecent haste about
the matter which may not nanaturally lead o a suspicion that Government is most
anxious not to allow any time for any other High Court to express s difforent interpreta-
tion and thereby defeat its object and embarrass its situation. Mr. Chalmers tells us that he
is anxious to assimilate the Indian law to the English Inw oa the subje-ct. I om afraid his
English dose is a little too atrong for the Indian system, and our distinguished Ieadof,
Mr. W, C. Bonnerjeo, has told you that we are still prepared for mu.cla stronger doses if
‘only the prescription will contain a proper and stronger diet. The spirit of tho. measure
ja self-contradictory and, therefore, stands seli-condemned. For while the. grl-w(.y of the
offence is further accentuated by enhancing the penalty from 3 to 10 years, its importance
is curionsly diminished by relogating its cognizance within the oompetenc;;r of the inferior
courts. - The mischiefs of the proposed change are quite obvious, and I Ien.ve :ts'other def'ectu
to be denlt witk by independent critics, There are many flaws in the Bill which, 1 beh?ve,
-ought rather to be left to private criticism and to criticiem of the press than Ion.n the Sl-lbjelfﬁ
of public deliberation in an nssembly of this description. .In the.name o.I fnirness, in the
name pf the British constitution, we solemnly protest sgainst this drastic and dangerous
measure. We desire to raise our warning voice sagainst a deplorable mistake which the
Government is about to commit, but which, we trust, may yet be averted. (Cheers.)
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Muxsr: Apout Tarie reMr, President, Brother Delegates, Ladies and Gentlomen,—I
should ot have come on the platiorm to address you after the illustrious speeches that have
just been delivered, had I not been ordered by the President and the Delegates. 1 cowe-
here simply 1o obay you, and I could not ventare to disobey you. As far ds the debate itself
is concerned, I think I am not competent to deal ith it 60 ‘well as it has been already dealt.
‘with ; 1 have to aid only a few remarks, and that is as to what sedition means, ‘that word
which just now is in the mouth of every one: Looked at fron the Congress. point of view, "
that is from the view in whickCongress people take it, it means nothing mor® than a suspicion
existiig in the mind of the foreign rulers ruling over a country with which they are very
little ncquainted. What is the condition of the conntry ? Thé condition of the tountry is
that people are imported herein India to govern a nation with which ‘they ‘are not at all

.scquainted,yand in only -a very few years they are raised to the very high grades of

magistrates of the first class, distriot mogistrates and sessions judges. So, it is from’ their
doing that you seo that this mischief comes out.” If any hint' is suggesied to them ifor
roform, they impute it to sedition, and they sny ‘that the people of India are revolting
against justice and ongainst the good institutions -established by the British :Govern-
ment. But that is not really the-cast. What the pebplp{ ask and what they suggest
is 0s to what ought to be, what is the proper thing,—~what ought to be refained for
the people of India. The officials, however, take a contrary view. They say * these
inen rebel against us.” But that is not the case. What ist\ called sedition in India is
pothing more than wise counsel, and it is wise suggestion for aireform which ought to exist
for the people of India in general. Now, ngain, the law of gedition may be taken and be
denlt with under the head of public law. As you know, in’the Indian public or criminal law
thore is one person who acts ag arbitrator, but in point of fact 8 as well as.one of ihe
pleintiffs or as well as one of the parties to the gnestion.. Tt is guite impossible in- such a
case that the arbitrator who has his interest involved-in the question: should, be .impartial,
unless he raises himself out of the 'sphere of prejudice which thas been surrounding him
altogether and removes himself out of this atmosphere. If.he raises himself out bf this
atmosphere, he can deal impartially, snd then only he can do justice, and at no other time,
In this case magistrates having their own interests involved, bacause it is they swho say that
the parties who have been brought before them are seditions, Are incompetent because they.
are new imported men, quite unacoustomed to the customs of | the country. In the other
cnse they may have their own inferests involved, ndd therefore it is necessary $hat the-
question of trying and setiling the question of sedition shou]c{ not be -entrusted to one
individual, but ought to be placed before more than one person whereby 1he question of
one’s influence, individuality, and being interested or actuated with certnin motives of his
own, may be eliminated or taken outside. That i, if you bave some two or three “persons
associated with the megistrate who is trying the question of sedition, the case ¢an be easily
tried. TDoes any court of this nature exist in India ? One is the Comrt of .Sessions,. the
other is the High Court. No, these two courts can denl with the question easily bocsnse in
the firat instance they consist of more persons than one with whom the question can be
sofely entrusted. As far as the High Coutt is concerned, you -tcan seo that because it is
instituted by Royol Charter it can very ensily and impartially ‘donl with the question,
because it is quite an independent arbitrator 1o the two persons quarrelling. "Again, in the
High Court it cannot be entrusted to one individual, because one individual is linble to be
carried away by his own private idens, and therefore it ought {0 be entrusted: to more

inemlbers than one.}, These members can ensily decide the question in which they are not
snvolsed. ' ‘ S ‘

Mz. G. N, Kanz (Berar, No. 94 on the list) then addressed tho meeting in Marathi in -
support of the resolution. - a el .

The resolution was put and carried unanimously. o
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Mg. Joax Avax (Madras, No. 5 on'theili.st) 1—=Mr. President, Delegates, Ladies and Third Day.
Geptilemen,—I am unfortunate to}come before you a second time with a resolution upon p. o b iy
& rather dry and fechnical subjec .: In any other country in the world it would ecem QOrminal Procodure
-wery remarkable in a discussion upon Criminal Procedure fo find any one in the audionce BilI, °
except lawyers and criminals as [being the only partics who might, one would think, Mg, Jonw ADAX,
“be affected by a measure of this gature. - But, for reasons which I need.npot enter upon -
~particulorly, the population of this country takes ns much interest in the Oriminal Pro-
cedure Code as people inoiher-c?nntriea— are ignorant of it. The resolution which I have
$o place before you is in the following terms :— : .
- % That this Congress desim‘é to record its protelt against the Oriminal Procedure
Bill of 1897 now pending beforp the Imperial Legislative Council as being a _retrograde
_and reactionary measure, which will add to the already large powers of the potice, invest
magistrates with a discretionary authority which they do not now possess, and curtail the
powers of the High Courts, all {o the extreme prejudice of accused persons,”

‘. Gentlemen, this Criminal Procedure Bill of 1897 is not like one of the exceptional
‘mensures with which we have just been dealifig. A latejudge of the Calcutta High Court
has been on special duty for a year in making what is calied the decennial revision of the
-Criminal Procedure Code, although as a matter of fact fifteon years have elapsed sincé
the last revision. We are told Ly Government that it has beemrusunl;-amd - that it is wise |
10 vevise from time to time the (Codes 80 as to_ clear-up -any difficulties which may have
been found in their.interpretation snd add any improvements which the ocourse of time
kas found- to-be-mecessary=uprinciple which, perhaps, is oll very well in itself ; but this
Iast revision of the Code which [has been produced before us doea mot, as the resolution
states, and as T hope I shall be able in a very fow words to show you, really carry out in
any way what we have always dnderstood to be the intention of these revisions. In fact,
if you coms to look at it you will find that with two exceptions, vis., the provisions ns to
first offenders copied from the 'anlish law, which was originally intended to be intro-
duced as o separate bill, and in fact which was introduced ae a separate bill, but which haa
now been withdrawn—and the| provisions enabling persons who cannot find seourity to
"bo placed under police surveillance and not sent to jail, I do not think that thore is &
single improvement introdreed into this Bill, there is not a single lino added or altered
in the direction of progress in/the Criminal Procedure Code. As to clearing up doubts
which may liave arisen, these aro infinitesimally few in number, two or threo at the very
most, and where they have been cleared up, they "have been cleared up on the side of
moking the law more severe against acoused persone, But besides that we have a large
number of additions to the Bill all tending to produce the three results which are set out
in the resclution. Now, I think you will admit that in the first place if the bill adds to
_fhe already large powers of the police it must be a retrograde and unwelcome mensure.
1, like a great many more here, spend a great part of my time in warring against the
police, and I certainly do noti' wish them to be armed with more powerful weapons to
enable them to Sght better than they do now. But seriously, with ail respect to the police,
their general character throughout the country is not such a8 to make any of us desire
that they should be srmed with larger powers than they now possess, Then secondly, we
say that it invests magistrates with discretionary suthority which they do not now
possess, Hero again to increase in importsnt matters the discretionary powers of the
magistrates must be regarded assa retrograde measure. 'We have already discussed and
passed & resolution with reference to the separation of the judicial, or more properly
speaking, the magisterial and the executive functions, and we know, that magisterial
powers are very often and fo a very large extent exorcised b.y men who, how.ever well.
meaning they msay be, have neither the training nor the experience nor the ability to act
with discretion in the sente in which discretion is used in any form of legal procedare.
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(Hent, hear, and cheers.) With regard to many of them it is not their fault, for as I have
said they have not had the training. It is not their business to. be mggistratas. I is
merely a sort of off-shoot of their regular work, and ‘they probably have mever heard of
the definitions which great lawyers have laid down as fo what is meant by diseretion or
judicial discretion. I believe it was Lord Mansfield who said that discretion in.a
legal sonse menns- sound-diseretion-guided by law.” . « The magistrate must be guided .
by law and not by humour *-—not by the mere whim of what he thinks he would like to
do. That is not discretion in the legal sense. Discretion guided “by-legal principles
srould compel a man in the exercise of his diseretion even to” do the very thing that he
would not personally wish to do. The third point which we say is bad and retrograde is
the provision to curtail the powers of the High Court. . I do not think I need say & word
in support of the principle that if the Bill curtails the powers-of the High Court it must be
rotrograde and reactionary. The extreme pnwers of the High Court granted under the
Chartors have always been looked up to as, in the last resort, the palladium of the accused
porson. Therp he feels that however hopeless, he has at least one friend, the Judge. High
Courts, I know, are not faultless; sometimes one High Court takes one view o'f'rits &u\‘:ies
and another High Court another. The Madras High Court sometimes - does mot think
very highly of ‘the decision of the Allahabad High Court or even the Calenita High
Court; and doubiloss theso High Courts repay the compliments. But of one thing
we are always certain. We always fecl that in the ordinary administration of eriminal
justice’ every High Court is guided by a sense OF justice, and will do all in its
power to redress inequalities and irregularities, or failures—of- justice which may
happen amongst subordinate mnagistrates ; and to curtail its power of doing s0
and * practically to cut awny such safeguards ‘must do an infinity of harm.
Therefore, gentlemen, if these propositions ecan be sustained, then I preétim'e' you
will have mo difficulty in accepting the resolution. which . I have been asked to-
put before you, But it is one thing to say that this is the effect of the Bill, and it
is another thing to show from the Bill itself that that is a correct statemént of its effect,
and I must ask ‘you to bear with me for a few minutes while I point out 2ome of the new
provisions of the Bill which, in my opinion, and I believe in your opinion, will lead you fo -
the conclusion at which I have arrived. Ishall try to do so very shortly, and I hope I will -
Dot weary you while I am reading them. The first smendment is in paragraph .10 of the
Bill in section 10, sub-ection 2. There is a mew provision altogether which 'sé.ys that
% The local Government may from time to time appoint any m;.ig-isfr‘ute of the
Birst closs to be an additional district magistrate for s period _mot éxéeeding
three months, and such additional district magistrats shall have all or any of the
powers of a district mogistrate under this Code that the local Govornment ma'f " direct.” .
IY_ is not very cloar why this extreme power should be given of appointing an additional
distriot magistrate, but i is quite evident how the matter might be worked, and what we
have to eonsider.ia_no# t!m mere harmless appesrance of these things on paper, but how they
may be vforked in practice by any Government or any authority which wishes to use the
powers given to it to the extreme extent. Now, it is quite clear that what any Grovernment
might c!o is this : if they had. a district mng'istrata in a distriot who they tl'it—)ﬁhg.hii wos
not quite strong -enough for their special purpose, they have nothing else to do but
fo say “ here are a number of cases of a portioular ‘natore which ouglht' to be dedlt
with severely' and strongly, and the distriot magistrate is a goo& fellow, but he is
r‘ather weak,” and they.ml'; " take one of the strongest men iji;éy have and say
you go down to that distriot as additional magistrate and we give you all the powers of
a d:atnc,f magistrate, t_md you can do anything in that district which a district miigistrﬁﬁ;
::: ti: t, fo:: thg pro_vn?ion distinct!y says .that 'he‘ is to have all or nny:o-i the powers -of s
¢ magisirate, while that magistrate is still in his own district. The next point to
which I would refer—I am only picking out the worst of them—is co:ﬁpﬁra(ively small, but
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it s-hows the tendency of the Bill throughout. ' This ia n proviso to section 21 whereby a Third Day.
.‘Oh:e.f‘ Presidency Magistrate is given the same power over other magistratos as a distriot tlon
' 'magirstrate has over magistrates subordinate to him. That, of course, affoots only presidoncy cnﬁg;mu;ﬁdr:;.
.‘towns, but still it is“quite a ‘Hew idea altogether; and unless there js some renson for it, Bill.
~which we are nof told, it seems a 'very reactionary and retrograde measare indeed, and  Afe. Jomw ApAM,
| ‘l?gfmya an unwarranted distmst‘o‘f the junior magistrates who are usually natives. -

- S_ec?ion 42 introditces a new section which again, as you will see, may be worked in a
,:_anS_E_ ppprgssive manner. That is a well-known clanse that every person is bound to assist a
magisirate or police officer rensonably demanding kLis aid, whethet within or without the

- presidency towns, and then it gives varions occasions on which persons are bound
%o assist & mogistrate or police ‘officer, but this is odded as a last clause. “In the
‘suppression of a riot or an affray or the dispersion of an unlawful assembly or an assembly
of five or more persons likely to cause a disturbance of the publio peace.” Read by itself
every person is bound fo assist & police officer to disperse an assembly of five or more por-
-sons, so that any police officer according to this walking—ulong the street and seeing
five people talking together, and taking it into his hond that they sre likely to cause a
-quarrel, may call upon those around them-to come and help him—im—dispersing such an
‘assembly. The reasons in the statement of objects and reasons are, I don’t wish to say,

" disingenuous ; they certainly do not represent the actual facts and show at least a con-
sidernble amount of ignorance on the part of ‘the person who reslly drew them up, The

[ zeason is that it merely incorporates section '128. Now, section 128 is the well known
\ section which corresponds to some extent to our English « reading of the Riot Act,” and
.+ the first imporfant difference between that seotion and this section 128 restricts the power
| “to station-house officers, This new clausé 1eads " any police officor” not oven a man
i1 the position of a station-house officer, The present law contemplates ot lcast a resort

¢ t0 a police station before these mensures con be taken, and that section, as you know, viz.,
" geotion 128 also lays down various regulations ns to the ordering of people to disperse, and
. the people showing o detormination not fo disperse—in fact, it safeguards the provision in
! every way. Whereas in this new section merely for the purpose of reproduction we are told it
'.is introduced without any safeguards, I think you will agree with me that it is an extremely
* dangerous power fo give to a simple policeman, Section 54 (3) gives the local Government
power to direct that the provisions of this Code relating to arrest without warrant shall
-apply to’village policemen or chaukidars, That is to say, village policemen or chaukidars
will on notification by the local Government have the same power to arrost ss an onrolled
-policemsn under Act V of 1861. You mightsay that would be rather a harmless thing,
because you know there is the provision in section 61 which states that when a prisoner
-i5 50 arrested he shall be brought before a magistrate within twenty-four hours, nllowance
Dbeing made for the time necessary t6 bring him before a magistrate ; bat in this particular

" ‘gection 61 8 new sub-glause is added : “ The provisions of this aection refer only to deten-
"fion by a police officer enrolled under Act V of 186L.” That clause is especially intended
.“to exclude village policemon or chaukidars, so that the result will be that a village polico-
man or chaukidar can arrest any one he likes without a warrant, and can keop him in
custody 8 long as he likes without bringing him before a magistrate, and it is not until
he chooses to, or #ill the enrolled police are ready and tell kim to do it that he need

* hand him over to the proper police authorities and place him before a mogistrate. The
reason given is that if the provision were applied to village police, the time for detention
might expire béfgré he can be brought before a magistrate. _

" If the time given is twenty-four hours plus travelling time, I do not sce why the provi-

sion could mot apply .equally to both. . Yn section 68 there are thres words added—I do
10t know what the reason is. There is no excuse for it; it seems to be a change in
procedure which might be worked with a great deal of irregularity, i.e., as to the service of
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gummonses. The present rule eays, “such summons shz.ill _lze sen:ﬂd by :EP‘;:‘? °ﬁ_"$c::
subject to such rules as the local Government may prescribe ‘m this beh: - by an :_ .y
of the-court issuing it,” but now we have the wordes added, * ?r other pubhcbser:]:n 3 >
that any public servant ‘may be-called upon fo serve _police ~§u;111monsas 1{ ‘ _fB, O-O:he
or the magistrate who issues if, and every public .ervnnt 13_ temporarily ; t])lr -
time being turned- into & policeman.: Then in sections 83, -85 and 8?: ‘fh“" e
with the service of- warrants outside the jurisdiction tff the- oo.urt . issuing ﬂ_“;lms
as you know, the present rule 15, when 1ihe warranf .15 gent it A?uat go eif }::r
to the magistrate or the Commissioner of Police, and then it 18 sorved on ‘the person -'f:h"
is arrested, who may or may not be the person wanted gnd who rfmsi‘i be brought before ;H
magistrate or Commissioner of Police o be assured that it is the right person 'to be nrr?ste »
that the warrant is correct, and then under his authority the accused person is sent 10 “ﬂlﬁ'
court from which the warrant originated. To all thesa sections they h.ave added. or
District Buperintendent » of Police, so that District Superintendents of Bohce can now_ df’
what the magistrate previonsly or_the Commissioner of Police alone had power to ‘do.
These warrants can be executed, one can imagine, in alnrge number of cases where n0 ]}arm
can come, but at the same time it is very dangerous for these warrants can go nlI- over thg_
-country never going out of tho hands of the subordibate police. Them ﬂaere s another
provision introduced which I consider 15 one. which, knowing the police as we do, n}ay ke
worked as o great engine of oppression. That is in’ the general provision relating to
searches. A good many people have not got mmch confidence in the discretion of the
police in the matter of conducting searches, and we also know that searches as they are
conducted are very often a great means of oppression. With reference to searches this.
clause has been added, * where any parfoii in oF abouf such place is Teasonably suspected
of concealing about his person any article for which search should be made, such person
may be searched in manner provided by seotions 51 and 62 There-is no preliminary
order necessary. It is not a magistrate that directs a person to be searched, but the
police coming to execute the search may, simply because they think some person may be’
¢oncealing something, search every man, woman and child they find™ about the place they
ave going to search. This may be used 0s o great engine. of oppression, There is another
clause with reference to persons giving security "for good behaviour. If you do find a
man who is desperate and dangerons to the community, he certainly ought to bé locked
up. 'The unfortunate thing is who is to judge and decide whether a man is so desperate -
and dangerous that he cannot be allowed to go abroad without incurring grent ‘hozard -and
dongor to the community. In a public nuisance section again, it is stated, as you know,
that if a person who is accused of having committed a nuisance demands & jury, he can -
have the matter enquired into by a jury. 'The new law, if carried out, will be—if iké jury
find that the order of the magistrate is reasonable and proper, the magistrate shall ‘make
it absolute ; and the new clause eays that if the mngistrate is of opinion that there has.
been misconduct on the part of the jury, he may order a fresh jury}and the proceedings
shaoll then commence de novo. If the jury ogrees with the mogisirate, well and good ; -
but if they disagres with him, the magistrate can have another jury and go over the ‘whole
proceadings again. The next matter is one of the greatest importance. I will not
discuss it hero ; it has been much before the public lately. That is the incorporation of
8 recent decision of the Allahabad High Court with reference to depositions taken by, the’
police at preliminary enquiries, The amendment orders that this shall be considered as
port of the police diaries, and therefore shall not be used excopt as- provided in. other
portions of the Code, that is, practically they shall not be used in favour of the acoused but
thoy can be used ogainst him, I need not, as I have said, discuss it, but there is mo doubt
that it must act most prejudiciaily against the accused to be unable in any way %o check
the firat statements which have been made by persons interested with reference to the
erime with which he is accused. Another important point which I need not dilate upon
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is the cross-oxamination of the accused and of prosecution witnesses and the reserving of
eross-examination. There is no doubt, and I am quite willing to admit it that the power
to reserve cross-examination is very often abused by members of my profession, especially
in the mofussil, and I also think that sometimes the reservation of oross-examination tells
rather aguinst the acoused than in bis favour. That I am quite willing to admit, but there
is also very great danger on the other side in taking the cross-examipativn of witneases
one by one as they come. . The danger does not arise so much in England for .instance,
“or in ordinary countries, and it would not arise here a2 a rule except in very éxceptional.
cases where yon_oould continue theq enquiry as it ought to be continued, if you hod
magistrates who had no other work to do=—from day to doy until the enquiry is Bnished.
But what happens at present is, we have the enquiry for a day or two in ona place, and &
fortnight or three weeks afterwards we are asked to proceed to some other part of the
country where the magisirate is in camp ; two or fhree witnesses are examined, and the
gase goes on in that way, so that if the first two prosecution witnesees, who have been cross-
examined in the beginning, have broken down completely, then by the next fortnight the
prosecution have time to get up completely a now case, and thus the oross-examination of
those witnesses is -nullified, Though under a proper system of magistracy and oon-
tinuous trinls, it would not perhaps be necessary to reserve cross-examipation, still ‘we
can see that in the present system of administration of justice by mofussil magistrates,.
it is & most fatal and retrograde action to refuse the right and will tell heavily against
the accused, I have only three more instances to urge. In section 439, ie., the Tevision
‘section, it is eaid in sub-section (5) ¢ where under this Code an appesl lies and no appeal
is brought, no proceedings by way of revision shall be entertained, and except as provided
by this Code, no proceedings by way of appeal or revisiom shall be entertained,” that is
oy whule uf—th of the High Court under the Charter ; no
powers of appeal or revision will be left excopt such as are spocinlly providad under this
Code; -nnd these are diminished. That is a curtailing of the old powers of the High Court
which, I am sure, for many reasons which I need not enumerate, everyone of us would
most deeply regret—every one of us who are interqsted in the fnir administration of justice
and in avoiding what one of the ablest of our English judges only the other day described
as the greatest of all tragedies, the conviclion of an innooent person. I am afraid this
Code as amended shows very little sense of the tragedy when en innocent person is
wrongfully convicted. As to seotion 498, which is the Bail section, the second clause has
been a very great safoguard. It reads “and the High Court or Qourt of Bession may, in sny
case, whether there be an appeal on conviction or not, direct that any person be admitted to
bail or that the bail required by a police officer or magisirate be reduced.” That section is
printed as it stands, butin the statement of objects and reasons, it is stated that it is reserved
for consideration whether the words * or Court of Seasion * should not be leit out, so that Mr,
Chalmers proposes to leave out the words “ Court of Bession ** the effect of which will be that
the power to grant bail will be given only to the High Courts, so that every person would have
to go to the High Court instead of going to his own Court of Session which he .hu the
opportunity of doing now. There is one other point to which I will draw your attention, sntL
that is sub-section 8 of section 526—the present 526 A—with reference to transfers. As wé

know, it compels the Court to adjourn cases for the purpose of giving the accused the oppore

tunity of applying for s transfer from the magistrate trying him. To that‘ le(fﬁOl.l has been
added this sub-section in parenthesis, # unlesa it is of opinion that the application is made fo»
the purpose of delay or otherwise prejudicing the course of justice.” That is to say, inatead c-o!
hhﬁng an absolute right to go and apply to & saperior tribunal !or.tranafer, the aoumd is
golely left to the mercy of the Court from which the transfer is d?alrec.i, aud the presiding
mogistrate is often most mortally offended when such an spplication is made, becauso tte
takea it as & sort of personal insult. I do not sce why that should bo the case, but 0 it
often is. At.present, if the application is made in proper time and in & proper wey, be is
24 -
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Third Day. obliged to grant it ; if not, a person has the opportunity to apply to the High Court, buti
that right is swept away because it is to be left altogether to the discretion of the magis
trate, avd if the latter chooses to think that the applicant wishes to cause delay, be : would
siot grant it. I meed not trouble you any more ; I have selocted the most important of the:
Ma, Joms Apay,  dlterations, and I think I have said sufficient to prove to you: that the effect oi™all these.
- amendments: taken together is that which i stated -in the resolution which I have put-
before you. I have not suggested any improvements which might be 4ntroduced .af the:

period of revision. :If it were anl ordinary ovcasion, we might spend our time in suggesting:

improvements, but unfortunately we have to spend our dime- instead ‘in deprecating. end.

opposing the amendments that are suggested. Therefore I must content myself, at Ieast.

4t present, with having pointed out to you what I consider to be the most serious defects in

the amended Bill. I hopé our representatives upon the Vicoroy’s Council will take oare,.

ds far as they can; that this Bill is not passed in its present form. . I have great pleasure in,

proposing the resclution which I read to you at the commencement. - (Cheexs.y .- " ;

R;eﬁolu.ti_o; X1V, .
Oriiina! Procedure
: Bill.

Mz Hantraasad Mz, Harrerasap Carans: (Erithuagar, Bengal N6, 684 on the list) :—Mr. President,,
—_— Br?ther Delegates, Ladies and -Gentlemen,—The' resolution which .I have. come t0.
secoid was proposed ably by Mr. Adom, and hd has ‘practically dwelt upon: almost;
every soction’” which ocould have been-laid hold of by alawyer; but still I consider that,
gome of Ure-important changes ought to be spoken. to, though very briefly.  Onme of the:.
most important changes that have been proposed to be made.in the Criminel Procedure;
Code in section 109, which was not introduced into the. Bill when it was first” presented in r
the Vicoroy’s Legislative Council-an thé 15th of ‘October. 1897, bus which has- recently :
been introduced into the Couneil.” This.section 109 reads.in_a goinewhat different form.:
It enys ihat unless & man who misbehaves himself 18 ablern:. ARGTEUrewes: to- tro—of, good; -
‘behaviour for a term no¥ cxceeding-twelve months, he is to be brought nnder the purview;
of ordinary section 109, and that from the words of the Lion’bla" ‘membher_who ~proposed ;
this amendment, it appears that the machinery.may operate-as -an -effective warning.  It,
hns. been stated there that the Council of the Government of India refused fo:toke any,
-action about gagging the press ; but this must have been mheant doing so0 in a @irect manmer,
knowing the effect.of the Act, as it wonld place in the hands of the execativé an_enging of
cc'mtrol of the press which in ‘wany cases. might be 50 used as completely to stifle free;
discussion, [t would seem ‘also from the remsrk that was made at the time, that the High.
'(.‘:ourt' end the Courts. of revision would see that provision is not used in any way oppres-:
sively—that there is no right of appeal under section 109, Therefore there'is q.nother-l_-eaéon-;-;
stronger reason—why. this amendment should not be introduced into the Code.. ‘Moreover)
you hnfe heard inany speakers who spoke about _sedition law snd_peotjon -1.21&;_;53-' that:
there i the precaution -that o prosesution connds be"midertaken_withauz the senction of
the local Gov?rnn.mnt or the Governér-General in Council ; but in a page under secﬁbn 3.09,
10 such sanotion is necessary ; the magistrate of the district will himself be empowered
under the law that is going to be enscted, to prosecute pem:':)na upder this 'seation,- and we-
do not know wheth;er persons who either by their w'i'itiung's . or. their spesches hﬁve_f ‘_mdde
themselves . ?bnomous ta the. distriet’ authorities, will! not Sind ‘themselves “placed in,
3 queer position when they have fo be tried by the same authorities. * As to_the proposals
m:ide regarding curtailing the ‘acoused’s right of inspeoting pohce dinries, T shall
only stata to youone of the grounds that wete put forward -by *;ne of the 'judgei
of _tlfe Allshabad Bigh Court; and it is this: that if ‘a person who gave his de~
l::::lon tbefore tha~ pol.ice _was going to be examined in » cese_as & witness, his
y 6'1611, to the police will not be relied upon and will not be allowed to be -placed -before
the :urt to test the truth of what has been stated at some earlior stage of the proceed-
1:83 ¥ Wl{lfh the. acoused person might help himself. But, gentlemen, you will find
“hiese provisions have been_eriticised more or less in the different :lewépajers of the
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country.. One point I wish to lay stress upou is about the acoused’s right to apply for a
transfor, which is now going fo be limited, before any evidence has been taken. Many
of the Judges of the High Court know that after the trial has commenced, many of the
Judges make some remarks to show in what way they will decide the case ; and these form
the grounds for application for transfer to the High Court ; and if this right of transfor
is only to be exercised before any evidence is taken, these grounds will altogether be loft
out. There is another provision that has been dilated upon by our respected leader Mr.
John Adai, pamely, saction 257, clause 2. That clauga is vory mischievous, booause in our
part of the country, that is, in the mofussil, in almost sll places, the acoused porsons do

not know what the charge is ; they are taken before a magistrate, and on the first day

they are sent ap, the evidence of the prosecution witness is taken, and also they have the
opportunity of cross-examining them. Unless they give the information to the pleaders,
they cannot successfully cross-examine the witness, and that is ¢he only opportunity of
crose-examining the witnesses, because in the later stage of the case, they will not be
allowed to avail themselves of the opportunity which they now haveof further oross
eXxamining the prosecntion witnesses: I can say that if this provision is enncted into law;

beg fo second the proposition,- - . - -, . . . _e—m——- -

.- Puxorr K. P.' Kavys Biomarap (Bengal, No. 686 on the list) :—Mr. Prosident,
Fellow Delogated, Ladies and Gentlomen,~You need not bo afraid that I am going to
inflict apon you a speach in support of this resolution. T should sny that this Bill has beon
proposed in order to make you feel that cur laws move. Well, you may call this move a
retrograde and reactionary movement ; nevertheless it moves, but I should say that I have
s greater affection for the Act as it is, than for the Bill as it is proposed. I have a greater
affection for it. I have got no Morris’s Dictionary with me to define the meaning of the
word ‘affection.” The greater reason therefore there is for me to heartily support this
resolution which is before you without any speech at all.

- lMl_z. ‘P;ND!;'BAN(; Govisp (Berar, No, 64 on the list) addressed the meeting in Urdy,
in support of the resolution to the following effect :m .

. M. President, Brother Delegates; Ladies and Geutlemen,~The proposed resclution
now before-you is about the Bill of 1897, for the amendment of the Criminal Procedure
Code.- - e o |

. The reasons for this resolution were fully given to you by Mlessrs, Adam, Hari-
prosad Chatterjoe, pleader of Krishnagar, and Pandit K. P. Kavya Bisharad of Bengal,
and I am now called upon to explain the amendment briefly in Urdu to those of the
audience who do not understand English. .

this will work injuriously and to the dotriment of ncoused persons, With these words I.

T ntat beg pardon’of the ‘gentlemen who could follow and have nppl:eciated my
predécessom' speeches on the subject, because they will have to spend in vain the time
which will be occupied in iny address to this assembly in Urda. :

There are so many objections to the Bill that to fully esplain them all, it will take
a very long time indeed. I will therefore attempt to bring only a fow of. them to your
notice, to convincs you that the amendments embodied in the Bill are not calculated to
jmiprove and simplify the present Law of Oriminal Procedure, bat on the conirary are
such that if they are passed, they will be very good weapons of oppression, .

In the fret i)hce, you will notice that the local Government is by para. ?, section 54,
puthorized to apply all the provisions of this Code relating to arrest withOnt warrand
with such modifications as they may like, to village Police (_or Jaglias a8 Wo call them
in this province). These are not enrolled under the Police Act, and it being nowhere
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Third Day, provided 'withig what time the persom g;r persons ar}'qste& by o ' member' of th:s-‘
l;mlum xiv. Joglis force ara to be brought before s magistrate, 1t' moy 0 kappen that any (per'son,.r
Criminal pmedu;e may be arrested by s Jaglia and ‘kept for a longer fime.in custody than ‘the time
Bill (24 hours) within which the regular police are "bound “to produce such arrested -
Mg, Pavouravg  person before s magistrate, An unscrupulous polica officer, by getting a _Jagl.m to ?.r;est_
Govin, » 8 person, oan gain the advantage of keeping such arrested person for a long time .wlxﬁhout-
- having to trouhle himself to obtain an order of remand from a magistrate, ':vho _can gr@t
such remand for good Teasuns-onl; oo : A

. . - ———

T L R A S R

Gentlemen, you know the worth of oar Jaglias very well.~ They are merely fools in

the hands of Patels and have o work under police directions, A police officer, who intends.
to keep any person in arrest for more than the time he is anthorized by law, can do s0 .by
telling a Toglia to arrest that person, instead of arresting him personally. This provision
is therefore a powerful weapon likely to be used in taking harsh snd unjust proceedings
sgainst an unfortunate innocent person. . . T : ¢

[
v

r
-, - Becondly, I beg o draw your attention to the provisions under section 118 in which
discretion is given to the magistrate to order that any person shall be placed under police

-~ supervisioir-forw teror o ding three years, for keeping the peace or maintsining
good behaviour, instead ::mwnﬁty from him. Now, you all will be able to see

~ how the magistrate is sirongly armed by this provision tv-add more injury and annoyance
to the person brought before him, under Chapter VIII of this Code for security for keeping:
the peace and remaining in what is called good behaviowr; . . T o -
' Thirdly, then section 172 is copied word for word from the present Code—in not allow
ing nn accused person to have the use and the inspection of the statements made by any
witness before a police officer and recorded by him. = 'We have, under the authority of the
onses decided by the Calcutta and Bombay High Courts, obtained up fo this time the inspec-
tion of such statements and cross-examined the witnesses for the prosecution on those state-
monts, But the Allahabad High Court, differing in a recent case from the Calcutia High
Court, decided that an accused person has no such right. - All my professional brethren
present here know very wel that we have in many cases succeeded in exposing a false case
by having inspection of the statements recorded by the police, and by contradicting with

o \the aid of such statements unscrupulous witnessea who have altered their story. I the
inspoction and use of statomenta is refused, as is proposed by the Bill under consideration,
there are no good means left to the accused in prison to find out and to show to the
Court the weak points in the case- brought against h

im, and which may _have ‘been
>~ subsoquently strengthened by concocted evidomoe______ ~ * e e e

I mu.st now mmmmn&a‘vm, sab-section IV of-_'_-se_c_tion
526. This section provides that the notico of the intention of making application for. the
transfer of any case should be given before the hearing has commenced, and the applicnni;

must satisfy the court in which the case is pending that the applicationr is not made for
the purpose of delay or will otherwise be prejudicial to the course of Justice,

Gentlemen, in a number of cases we find that’a proper cause for makiné ‘application
_io'r transfer arises after the commencement of the trial or inquiry; Under the present
Bill not only will it be that there will be no remedy for cases like this, but even for.an
application before the commencemont of the trial, an accused person must éaﬁSf‘y' the-
court from which he would wish to withdraw his oase, that his intention is not to canse
delay or otherwise prejudice the oourse of justice. Under this vague and very -generally
worded provision, I think o application for transfer can be made, unless it is well supported
by the court itself in which the case is pending. : O SV
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Gentlemen, I am now told that my timo is over. I therefore add one more point, and
that is about the curtailment of the revisional powers of the High Court. Inmy judgment
this provison will prove a most injurious one, especially in a proviace like Berar, where a
great many people are utterly ignorant, and several have no means of getting the assistance
of legal advisers, Though I have no actual figures hert? in my hand to show in how many
cases the High Coart of this province thought it necessary to exercise of its own acoord
its revisional powers in cases decided by subordinate courts, in order that real justics should
be done, I can assure you that t{here are many cases which come under this head in which
orders and sentences were quashed by the High Court. By restricting the High Court to
oxercise its revisional jurisdiction,: a further bar will be created for closing the doors of
justice against aconsed persons. '

On the grounds submitted by me and by my predecessors, I hope you will unsnimously
wote for the proposition moved by Mr. Adam. . .
" The resolntion was put and carried ﬁnanimoualy..
_ ‘The President :~It is now 8-30 2. a. and we will adjourn for half an hour,

]

The Uongress reassembled ot 4-10. 2. a. ‘ '
Mr. J. Guosan (Csloutta, No, 665 on the list) :—With the permission of the Prosi.
dent, I should like to say that geutlomen who were delogatea to the last Congress at Caloutta
will get their copies of the report by calling aé the Secrefories’ office in this compound.
Those that want to purchase them will also get them there at one rupee each,
" The President :—Gentlomen and delegates, I have o ask you to authorise me to send
in your name a telegram of congratulation to Mr. W, E. Gladstone., (Chaers.) He is
-completing his eighty-ninth year this day.
Mr. W. C. Bonnel;jaa 1==] have to propose threa cheera for Mr. Gladstone,
The audience rising to their feet, and waving their handkerchiefs, heartily responded
to this call, _ ,
" The President :—After that cheering, I take it that I have your permission fo send
that telegram. - 7
Gentlemen, I put the next resolution which runs as follows te
& That this Congress while thanking the Government for granting the boon of s
Legislative (louncil to the Punjaub, places on record its regret that they heve not extended
%o the councillors the rights of interpellation, and the people, the right of recommending.
councillors for nomination such as are enjoyed by the councillors and people in the other
provinoes.” - _ ‘
This is one of those resolutions which we have discussed often, and on which we are
sgreed. No discussion is needed, and I therefore put it from the chair. .
" The resolution was earried unanimously. .
. Mg, P. N. Joa {Berar, No. 59 on the list) :—Mr. President, Brother Delegatos,
Ladies and Gentlemen,—I shall, with your permission, read out to you the proposition that
I am cailed upon to move.

&« That the provinoe of Berar, though not a part of British Indis, is adminiatered,/i;y

the Governor-Greneral in Council in the same way as any portion of Britieh -Indi‘a,/ Jut the
important work of legislating for the province is perfor.med !:y the I:lxeoutn:e, xfmtead of
by the Legislative Couneil, r_esulting often in unsuitable and motfn'vement legislation. This
Congress, therefore, humbly prays that so long as Berar is administered by the Goyemor-
General in Coancil, all laws and orders having the force of law intended for gor.n}- ghonl.d
be enacted by the Supreme Legislative Council in the same way a8 those for British India

proper.” /
2%
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@entlemen, I am sure that if we had proposed this proposition at amy other session of
the Congrees except the present one, the prayer contained in it would.have been granted
as soon a8 it was made. It is said with regard to this proposition that the Berars, or to
use the official designation the Hyderabad Assigned Districts, or to use its telegraphic
designation H. A. D. is an unique province; it is neither in British India nor in a Native
Btate ;. it is an amphibious animal, it'is neither o Iand nor a water creafure, it is a frog ; how
can you ask the Government of Indin to pass laws for you in its Legislative Council ¢ I say
there is that dificulty, it is true, but we need not be afraid of that dificulty. The Bombay
Government, to be accurate as a lawyer has to be, has decided that question and removed
that difficulty by holding and deciding that the position of the Governmentof India with
regard to the Berars or Hyderabad Assigned Distriols is the position of a mortgagee, and
that lawyers at least will recognise that in that position the Government of India is a mort-
gagee in possession ; and in equity and in law a mortgagee in possession is bound to manage
the property mortgaged to him as a prudent man would manage it as if the property were
his, that is the mortgagee’s own. If that is the cnse, we ask that the Government of India
should pass all our laws, inasmuch as the Government of India passes laws for British
India proper, after a full discussion in the Legistative Council- ‘We ask that they are
bound, according to the principle enunciated in that legal maxim, to so administer and °
manage this province a8 if it were part of British India. 'And then, gentlemen, with
regard to the many reforms asked for by this Congress, it has been -often times the case
that an excuse is put forward. * Yes,” they say,  your reforms are reasonable, they ure
desirable, but we bave not got funde.” But the reform we pray for in this proposition
would not cost the Government of Indis one pie more, mor would it ereasto any demand on
the time at the disposal of the necessarily hard-worked Legislative Council of the Govern-
went of India. It will at the same time guarantee to us the benefit of the wisdom that is
supposed to be inherent in the multiplicity of Council. -Gentlemen, you might ‘ask me
whether there is any justification for asking the prayer contnined in the resolution; atid with
your permission I cite one instance, and one is as good as m‘any. In the notification which
the Government of Tndia issued making the Criminal Procedure Code applicable to the
Borars appears a curious provision which illustrates my mLa’ning. I shall, in order not to
take up your time unnecessarily, read the provision to which I allude. # Provided also
that for the purpose of facilitating the application of _thré‘ provision of the Code hereby
applied, any Court in the Hyderabad Assigned Districfs_"may construe them with suth
.nlterations not affecting the substance as may be necessary or proper fo adopt them, to the
matter before the Court.” N ow, gentlemen, you will agree with me that this is the
widest discration that could possibly be conceived to Tepose in a magistrate.  They could
make any alteration in the Oriminal Procedure Code in ‘administering law in any case
before the Court. Well, now,is that ressonable? T am ‘willing o believe that this was
never deliberately 'intended, but ‘that is the principal reeson why we ask for the
reform; itis to provide ngainst oversights of this character. We ask that the laws
enacted for Hydorabad Assigned Districts shall be passed by the Governor-General in

 the Legislative Council, and not in the Exeoutive Council. If we were to press the pfinﬁple

up %o the furtherest limit, viz., the principle that 8 mortgagee in- possession -is -bound to
mapage the mortgaged property as a pradent man would ‘manage it as if it .were. his own, -
We oan even go further and expect the Queen to send one of her younger sons to
rule over \u\aa King, the Zemindars and the big land-owners constituting
the aristocracy snd the rest of us forming the House of Commons. {Cheers.) . But-

we do not ask for sneh a reform as that. . We come with_the. hamble prayer
that tlfa lav:s to be“made applicable to Hyderabad Assigned . Districts shall. be
passed in the Legislative "'\m:h

passes ative ucil of the .Government of India.. .I think what I have said
18 quite enongh to justify he prayer contained in that resolution; and in that spirit
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I place it before you for your unanimous acceptance. There is likely to be an impression
orfaal:ed in the minda of some of the people who are loyal subjects of His Highnoas the
Nizam that in doing, what I ask, should be done, we might be jeopardising the intercsts
of His Highness the Nizam. I say we intend mnothing of the kind, I do not sge that
thers is any resson to doubt that this is only what we want in the intorests of justice,
and that it can by no means affect the rights of His Highnesa the Nizom.

Mz, SHEORATANSINE (Berar, No. 813 on the list), in seconding the rosolution,
addressed the meeting in Hindustani.

i Mr. Guray Amuep Kuaw (Berar, No. 590 on the list) also addressed the mecting
in Hindustani, of which the following is the purport i— ’

Mbr. President, Brother Delegstus, Ladies and Gentlemen,~—T am a Mahomedan delegate
froxi Berar, and am proud to tell you that I am not a follower of Sir Sayad Ahmad.

There is little in what T have got to eay which could convey any new information’ to a
learned body like this, but since the President has been pleased to place his behest upon
me that I should support the learned and eloquent spenkers who preceded me, I feel it
incumbent upon me to respect that command and to add by a weak voice to that of my
friends. . .

Gentlemen, you know that Berar is a Province assigned to the British Gaveroment by
His Highness the Nizam for certain purposes. The officers entrusted with the administra-
tion of this province are appointed by the Government of India. Though Berar is not a
part of British India, the Governor-General in Council exercises the snme authority over it
a8 he does over the provinces which constitute British India. In the matter of legislation,
however, our laws are framed not by the Legielative Council, but are imposed upon us by a
notification issued by the Viceroy and Governor-Gteneral in Council as an executive mensure,
The disadvantage of this system is that in soveral instances the laws and regulations made
applicable to us are unsuitable and do not meet with our requirementa. The genersl lows
extended to Berar are, it is true, considered in detail in the Legislative Council. DBut
even with regard to those laws we often find that modifications sre made which are not
beneficial to us. Mr. Jog, the gentleman who moved this resolution, gave you an instanca
of the manner in which this power is exercised. There are many regulations enscted
specially for Berar, It is with regard to the manner in which these are framed that our
complaint lies, Affect though they do hundreds of thousands of people, none of their
representatives or their leadors have auy opportunity to put forth their views with regard
to the provisions contained in them before their enactment.and publication. To notico
only one of such laws, there is the Forest Law.and the rules under it. I admit withoat
hesitation the necessity of conserving forests. But the rules to be framed for this purpose
ought not to be oppressive and unnecessarily vexatious. As a landholder and a man
moving every day among the people of the villages, it is my lot fo hear the bitterest com-
plaints against the forest regulations. I am sure that if before framing theso laws and
regulations an opportunity were given to those concerned or feeling interest in the mattor
%o express their views, the rales would be infinitely less harsh and unsuitable withont losing
anything in the point of efficacy. There ia no reason why Berar should be in less favour-
able position than the Districts of British India, and I earnestly trost that Government
will ncoord to it the same rights and status as are accorded to the latter.

M=, Rawassviv Naiov (Madras, No. 13 on the list) :—Mr. President, Ladies and
Gentlomen,—The resolution I have been called upon o move is as follows :—

# That this Congress prays that the scope of the Famine Commission sppointed by
the Government of India be extended so as to include sn enquiry into the causes of
periodical famines and the remedies for the prevention of the same.”
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~ This rezolution is really a vary :mportnnt one. ;I hold in my hand the report of the
Famine Commission presented to both the Houses 'of Parlisment by command of Her
Majesty after the close of that great and unprecedented Famine of 1877-78. It discloses
the horrors committed by that famine.. X have no timé to read even oxtracts from it. By
passing this resolution we very much strengthen the hands of those members of Parliament
who have so kindly and sympathehcally submitted recently s memorial ‘to the -Secretary
of State for India recommending a great extension of wr{gutmn in India as safeguards
ogainst famines, The Blackwood Ma,guzzqe has pubhshed this ‘memoriul, and ‘the <Hindu
of 24th instant had extracts from it. I will read " the extracts later on if T have fime.
The memorial referred to covers the Deccan Districts in the Madras' Presidency which I
belong to. Our rainfall is very p ous and scanty. T still \-emember the great horrorg
of that great and unprecedented fm T slso Femember the horrible-looking
skelotons of dsad bodies which were lying unbutied by road sides in the Distriot. -People .
fled away, leaving their children to the tender meérecies of the Almikhty, and in addition all
cattle perished. In 1854 our distriet had terrible famme, again in \1865, again -in 1876,
in 1891 and in the one just closed. Before we recover ifrom ‘the effects of one famine,
another is ready to overtake us. To prevent these periodical visitations of famine, the
Government have absolutely done nothing, nor have they adoptad the ‘wise recommenda-
tions of those Who, by their enquiring skxll, proposed to avert famines b}-. gound irrigation

___works, viz,,.General-SirArthur€otton and General Fischer, both of the *Royal Engineer

Corps. Both these officers carefully investigated and designed a project for ‘Decoan Dis-
triots in Madras caleulated to irrigate one hundred thousand aores of land. : This they
designed for us as a perfect safoguard against sll famines as they did for Godavery and
some southern districts in the Madras Presidency, and the people living™ about the places
where waters of those grand rivers are taken are the happiest indeed: ' Similar safeguards
were suggestad for our side by these very officers; but we have” ‘not been fortunate enough
to enjoy the benefits of their disinterested Iabors. ‘We have a very “sympathetic Governor‘
in the person of H. E. Sir Arthur Havelock, who is very indchin’ favor of ‘extension of,
irrigation in the Madros Presidency, and it is time that we strengthen the hands of such

a sympathetic ruler and thoso kind members of Parliament who have aulm:nttedv the

memorial reforred to on our behalf to the Secratary of State. - The Commission now sitting
should be thoroughly recast, should be thoroughly representative, and their ‘enquiries
should be far wider and not of a hole and corner fashion, as is the* case very often. - They
Enust go from place to place and make patient enquiries, and if possible, some members of
it must go to England to explain matters. One of the designors of that great and -grand
prolect viz., General Fischer, R.E., is still in India. He should be pat on ihe Uommjis.
sion, Engineers of to-day differ from. those two pioncers of irrigation, as it wag the' case
the other day among doctors i ina recent plague case at the Madras General Hospltal. It
is for this renson also, apart from others, that one of the earliest projectors wha fortunately
i still in India should be put on the Commission. "As I said just now, the Government
have done nothing to prevent famines on our side, but simply as in duéy bound "find inoney
enough from their enormous borrowing powars to alloviate distress whoen “ome occurs, and
they go further than this by going abegging in the name of the people of India for alms.
This is a pitiable and hand-to-mouth policy indeed. Y also ask you, ganﬁemen, to autho-
rize the President to send a oopy of this resolution to Sir William_ Wedderhnrn for. pre-
sentation to the Seoretory of State. We have a large number of mem‘hars of Parlxament
in sympathy with us outside our British Committee in England, Wh(; have snbmltted ‘the
memorial referred to, on our behalf, for extension of sound m-lgntmu “works 'to prevent
recurrence of famines. At present the budget allotment for irrigation 13 very small when
compared with allotments for railway extensions. Rs. 7,75,000 was provided for irrigae
tion works, while 14 times as much was provided for milways. Tf T remember aright, I
voad recently that for the last 30 years our railways, both State and Guaranteed, are works
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'ing at a loss of some 60 orores of rupees. If this sum at least was spent on irrigation,
our famines would have dissppeared. With these observations I commend the resolution
to you for your acceptance. (Cheers.) ’

Prorgssor A. B. Sarug (Poona, No. 42 on the list ) :—Mr. President and Gentlemen,—
I beg to second the famine proposition just now proposed by my friend from Madras. This
is a proposition which affects the milliona of India, and it is one of those propositions which
go to prove that the Coogress is a body which cares not for its own individual members, but
for aleo those helpless millions who have got no voics, who have got no representatives and

whose ory is like that of one crying in the wilderness. Gentlomen, this question of famina

is one which affects much more the masses than the classes, and the Congress will earn the
etornal gratitude of the nation by taking up the famine cause in right earnest. The famine
of last year has revealed to us in all its ghestliness tha chronie poverty of the masses, and
let us say in all onr grateiulness, in all our gratitude, it has also shown to us the enormous
strength of the Government in ocopieg with such a calamity. We should be grateful for
what haa beon done for us, though at the same time we are sorzy for the devastation caused
by the famine, Five hundred years ago in 1396, this blessed land of ours, this glorious
"Maharashtra was devastated from beginning to end by a famine. It is still sung in song,
and still told in story, that a famine named Durga Devi famine lasted for more than twelve
years and devastated the whole nation, After 500 years, in 1898, we sce another fomine
of the same nature, a famine which has beoen aptly termed as the greatest calamity of the
whole century. This greatest calamity of the century has been revenled to us, and we are
to consider it not as a temporary faomine, not as a temporary calamity, but as one
whose roots lie deep somewhere ; and it would require our best energies to cope with it.
Gentlemen, we must be thankful for what has been done for us by the Government, and
also for what has been done for us by the world at large. This demon of famine required
for ita total suppression the energies of the most powerful nation in the world as well =s
the benevolence of the whole world. And while being thankful to all of them, we must set
ourselves in right earneat to cope with these ever recurring famines fo find out their true
origin and just hit the right nail on the head. At the present. time the ememy lios
prostrate before us. The viotory, if any, has been achieved, thauks to the work of many
of you, thanks for the benevolenco of the world at large, and thanks to the good men of
the Government. Yet we ought not to forget that a greater duty lies before us; we ought
to collect all our evidence, sum up all our experience, and while collecting “our experience,
we must sot them in s whole and arranged form before the benevolent British public.
We must convince them as to the whole state of affairs in Indis, so that

they will be sble to strike ot the véry root of ali evils and uudo the mischiof that has

been caused by the famines lasting for more than a century. Here is a picture of the
Inst famine (showing a picture). While you are assembled in this pandal, you will be
rather horrified to see the skeleton at the feast which terrifies all of us; but we must not
be terrified, we must set ourselves in right earneet and work against famine. Gentlemen,
thess famines are not temporary. It would be mere blindness to assert that the famine
isa temporary calamity ; it would be a supremely irrational optimism o say that it ‘wi]l
be stamped out in a single year or & single day. It isa growth of a bad syat.em o!' worlr.-:ng:,
of a sort of bungling carried on for over a century ; aud though we may .dnﬁ'er in princi
ples, officials and non-officials aro at one on this point, viz., that the famine hkas caused s
very great moral and intellectaal devastation throughout the length and breadth of t?m
lond. Some officiale assert that the poverty of the masses, the recurrence of the famine
and their utter and total prostration by the famine, in a single year, is caused by nature or
caused by their own high living, their imprudence and so forth. I thi?k thi_s is ruther. a
way of shelving off responsibility on poor helploss shoulders ; this is a sort of official
bungling, and official apologists, however powerful they might be, will have to succumb
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to facts—facts which tell too powerfully that the famine is s work of bad administration.

(Cheers,) One of our most distinguished Professors; Mr. Romesh Chunder Dutt, and that
noble-minded Scbéchman who just now preceded me, Mr. Johu Adam, have stated that our
masses, Our I'yots, are the most sober, the most free from vice and the most industrious.. I
need only add my humble voice to'ssy that they are. so.- Their poverty is not due to

extravagance or internal causes, but due to causes’ which come from outside ;,
and %o these couses we must apply our remedy. I sholl only describe to
you in brief a very few of those causes. Firstly, there is mno irrigation amongst
us. There are so many railways, and it has been asserted over and over again by official
npologxsts that they have been the means of checking the famine. But, gentlemen, there
ia one fallacy in that. Our fomine is a famine of money and not of grain. We have got

enough of grain, but the poor ryot has not got a single pie to buy grain in the time of

famine. That is why our ryot is poor- Construct railways howmuchsoever you might, they
will only help the English trade, but will in no way alleviate the distress of the poor

masses. What we want is irrigation. We also want that these frontier, expeditions which
in the single year of 1896 have cost us much more than all the famines of this century -

should be put a stop to. We also wanl remission as well as suspension of revenue in
times of the utmost distress to poor ryots, so that they may not be driven into the meshes

of the sowear. We want all these matters to be enquired into, and that the enquiry to,

be conduoted by the Commission ought to be on these lines. Bir Willinm Wedderburn
hit the right nail on the head when he asked for a village to village enquiry, and when

he asked for a Royal Commission on Indian expenditure, he did not get it and was un-’
ceremoniously refused. However, let us make the best of our opportunity. Wkhen we

have got one Commission already, let us request the Government, and let us at the same
time be moderate in our request, and ask them to instruct the Commission to enquire -
into the renl causes of the famine. . Gentlemen, this is the subject-matter of our mournful -

murmur over s long time. I hope that one.day all ‘our complaints may be satisfied at
least on this hend. When we ask this we shall perhaps be. charged with being seditious.

Poor ignorant men, who. do not know our loyal feelings, who do not know that we are-

loy al by instinot and obedient by interest, sy that we trouble the Government by sdvocat-
iug helpless rightoousness. But our duty ought to be performed, and duty alone would.
touch the British heart, evoke British admu‘atlon and ennb]e the British . Government to

give us what we want, (Cheers.) ‘ O R

The rosolution was put to the vote and carried nnammously IR

Tug Hox’sre Rat Bamapur P. A.NANDA CuARLY, (Madras, No.2 on the hst) —_—

Mr. Prosident, Brother Delogates, Ladies and Gentlemen,—I am not before you to make
a speech for the best of all reasons thot presently you will practically prevent me from.

meking a speech. I am perfectly. sure I know you better than you know yourselves, '

because a3 soon as I read the proposition, you will substitate-a hundredfold of cheers,‘ and
thus prevent me from uttering a single word. I put forward the challenge, and I i am ‘sure
the ehallenge will be anawered. Now listen to the proposition and wait till the end i=—- a5

« That this Congress again expresses its full and unabated confidence-in Mr- Dadabhal '

Naoroji as the representative of the people of India, pad hopes that he will be re-eleoted by

his old coustituency of Oentral Fmsbury or any other Liberal oonst:tuency » (Lond. and con- '

tinued cheers.) - e

I have defeated you because you have prevented me from makmg a speech. ‘
Banu Mort Lat Gaose (Caleutta, No. 673 on the list) :—Mr, President, Brother
Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemon,—I come before you simply to second the resolution

which has just been proposed by my esteemed- friend Mr. Ananda Charlu, It i a very’
apt proposition, and it is a very agreeable one too; and I have therefore great pleasure in
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seconding it. Heis our grand old man, and we wish him long life, that he may serve our

oountry in the way in which he has been serving it all these years. With these words I

second the resolution.
: fl;he proposition was put to the vote and earried unanimously.
The Pr'esident i=—1I will move the next proposition :— .

¢ . ““Thot this Congress desires to convey to Bir Willism Wedderburn and the otber
.fnembers of the British Commijtee its most grateful thanks for their disinterested sorvioos
in the cause of India’s political reform. :

A_nd that 2 sum of rupees sixty thousand be assigned for the expensos of the British
Committee and cost of the Congress publication ¢ India,” and nlso for the expenses of the
Joint Genefal Seore tary’s office, and that the several circles do contribute as arraongod,
either now, or hereafter in Committee, for the yoar 1898.%

.+ The resolution was carried enanimously with enthusiastic applause’
. -:The Prosident =1 also move the pext propositich : ;

“ That this Congress re-appoints Mr. A. Q. Hume to be General Becretary and Mr. D,
E. Wacha to be Joint General Becretary for the ensiung year.” )

R ) . !
~ The resolution was carried with acclamation, the mention of the name of My, ITume
evoking a chorus of enthusiastio cheering.

Tez Hox’sie Rar Bausanur P. Awawoa Cmarty (Madras, No. 2 on the list) i
Brethren,—I am now before you not in my individual oapacity; I represent the whole of
my Presidency and I am their spokesman, and X am commissioned to nek you to accept the
invitation from Madras to hold the next session of the Congressin that Presidency. The
actus]l town may have fo be fixed upon later on. ¥ am emboldened to make this requost
among others for this reason that the Rajah of Ramp_ad;ﬂl_&iava us 1o less than Ra. 10,000

during the last Congress at Mawm*ls hearty sympathy, and therefore grent
support,. But I must at the sams#im@ request you to remember that portione of the

Madras Presidency h suffered from famine, and othor portions Jooy suffer from
famine in -tho Coming year. (Voices * We hope not.”} My request thercfore, which
I couple with the invitation, is that you will come prepared to take the best that wo can
give, as the very best can do no more. (Cheers.)

. . 'Taz Hox’suz N. Susoa Rao (Madras, No, 4 on the list) :—I join with my Hon’ble
friend Mr. Ananda Cbharlu in the request which he has made to you that you should all
come over to Madras thistime next year.

The President :=—1I fake it that the invitation is accepted,
Bapv Bruresprarata Basv (Calcutta, No. 664 on the list) :—Gentlemen,—Upon me

Hné devolved the very pleasant duty of returning thanks to the Receplion Committee of

. Berar (cheors) for the splendid reception that they have accorded to ns. The duty is
cortainly plensant, but the task is diffioult, for, gentlemen, you must admit that it is very
difficnlt for any one of us to give voice to our feelings at the splendid hospitality of which
we have been the recipients. Gentlemen, I betray no secret when I say that when
some time before the lnst Congress was held in Caloutia doubts were entertained having
regard to the dark shadow of plagne which was just rising above the western horizon ‘of
India, that probably the Congress sitting at Calcutta would not be o success, and that it
would be better in the interests of India to postpone the sittings of the Congress in

* . Colentta lnst year. Gentlemen, thanks to the energy of my friend’ Mr. Surendranath

+ Banerjea and the wise counsel of Mr. Wacha, e at last resolved, come what might, that the
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Congress should be held and the Congress was held, If there was difficulty fa Caleutia
last year about holding the Congress, you can well imogine what the difficulties &t
Amraoti must have been this year. The shadow of plague darkened and enveloped in its
fatal folds the fairest city in western India. Gentlemen, the gaunt spectre of famine was
stalking through the land claiming its victime by thousands, and We had the rattle of the
earthquake vibrating in the eastern provinces of India  and bringing ruin in its
train, Added to these calamitios and difficulties, the atmospbere ~was surcharged
with sedition, or to speak more accarately, with supposed sedition. These were great and
seemingly insuperable dificulties in our way; bot, gentlemen, notwithstanding all these

- difficulties, the Recoption Committee of Amraoti have made it possible for us to hold thie

QOongress which it was most necessary we should hold this year.”- Gentlemen, to them . we
owe our heartiest thanks because it was due to their efforts, and through their efforts that
we have been able to hold our sittings this year at all. Gentlemen, in Calcutas you re-
member even before this Congress was hold, a suggestion ¥as thrown forward that having
regard to the plague operations, it would not be wise, probably it would not be possible, to

. hold the Congress this year ; but our friends at Amraoti set their faces agninst such a

suggestion ; they said like true M aharatas of old that they invited us from Caleutta to meet
at Amraoti and, come what might, they would stick to their Invitation: (Hear, hear.) -
Gentlemen, the result of the last throe days has shown us that whatever may have come, the
old Maharatta blood has not yet gone from them. (Cheers) Gentlemen, we have to
return our thanks not only to members of the Reception Committee who have each and all
of them striven to do their best, but we must not forget the Volunteers, (Cheers.) We know
that leaving aside all personal qonsiderations and considerations of caste, status and social
position, they have tried to serve us and have served us as menial servants. (Hear, hear.)
They have attended unto all our wants, and they have made our journey to this province in
this year a source of great comfort and enjoyment. (Hoar, hear.) We have witnessed the
reception in other provinces of Tndia, The metropolis and principal cify in western India
which prides in the matto of belng primas in Indis has givex us a splendid reception in
days gone by. 'We have assembled in the metropolis of British India, we have assembled
in the city of the old lion of the Punjaub. 'We have also assombled in the chief city of the
North-West Provinces. We have also assembled in the city of those gonﬁemen' of the
south t0 wham, if to anybody, the Congress owes much: of its suocess. “But we can say that
nowhere in India have the enthusiasm, devotion and loyalty that wo have witnessed in this
plaoe. been exceeded ; and the only way in which we can retarn our thanks for the splendid
Bospitality is to pray that the other provinces may follow the example which has been set

before us by the peaple of Berar, and they may strive to emulate them in their enthusiasm
and earnestness. (Cheers.) c ‘ i

s

Mz. C. H. Sgrauwap (Bombay, No. 54 -omthe list) :—Mr. President, Brother
Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen,~I, as Tepresenting Bombay, wish to join_ in this
vote_ of thanks because we feel that the Bombay people were the most to eontn‘bui;e fo the
anxieties and troubles that the Berar Committee had to go through. They did their
best iox.- us, they were anxious as to what the ' next ‘da,y would bring, because the
flunmnfu.m rules to prevent the importation of plague into Borar roused the anthorities
ant? vigilance which raised diffi culties in the way of the Berar- Committee, and it was
owing to their very nice arrangements that we, afe:w at least, from Bomhay_',' were

able to come at all. I, therefore, tender heart-felt thanka to the B :
} ] s ) t
behalf of the Bambay dalegates. - 8 to the Berar Committce on

_ Dz M. M. Bosg (Caleutta, No. 667 on the list) -~ have much pleasursjn supporting
this resolution of vote of thanks to the Reception Committee of Berar and to the
Volunteers who have so disinterestedly warked for the success of the Congress, )
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- Mr. G Svszavatia Iven (Madras, No. 8 on the list) I most cordially join my Third Day.

?r?deoesa?r's in supporting 4his vote of thanks to.the Amraoti Reception Committes, It Resolution XXIT
“18.impossible not $0 be struck’ with the marvellous power of organisation, the sudden Yoto T ik o
oto of thanks

resourced they have developed in bringing about this Congross. Wa oppreciate and ¢ the Reception
heartily feel for the hospitality and kindness they have shewn us and only wish that the °  Committes,
.other Presidencies with greater pretensions would come up to the standard which our Ma, G.SumnauANIA
- Berar friends have shown. =~ = L Ivea,

‘The Prleai&enf =1 ﬂiink‘ it is unnecessary for me to put it to the vote.
The resolution was garni_e;i by nedaination. '

. On the motion of Xr. W. C. Bonnerjee three cheors were given to the Reception Com-
 iittes of Berar and to the Volunteers. T :
. B P :

MR G 8 Kaaearnr (Berar, No 58 on the list) :—ME. President, Brother Delegates, Ach}owleﬂament
: Ladies and Grentlomen,=~I4 devslves upon me as chairman of the Reception Committee to of thavks,

" acknowledge this vote of thanks which you have earried so unanimouely and with such M» &naml{“"

groat acclamation. -In my heart of hearts I sincerely wish that we deserve it. I# I am —_—
not satisfied myeelf, X am very plaased to soe that you are. Our joys are your joys, our

success is your success.  Gentlemen, I will not be long over this and I shall now call upon

- Babu Bipin Chandra Pal to propose the vote of thanks to the President. .

- . Basu Breix Cuanora Par (Qaloutta, No. 687 on tha list) :—Brother Delegates, Rosolution XXIIL
Ladies and Grentlemen,—I have been called upon to proposs a resolution that docs not vt:t:bféll::il:-.h

appear upon the paper in your hands, but which, I am perfectly sure, is imprinted on the —_
tablet of your henrts. (Cheers.) The resolution, vir., to propose a hearty vote of thanks to (_g:\:':; ﬂ“}’:h.
.our worthy President Mr, Sankaran Nair, who is, I understand, the uncrowned king of —
the rising generation of educated Madras and who hos been the crowned king of this groat

National Congress this year. Personal references on occasions like this are permissible and

I bope, ladies: and gentlemen, you will forgive me for moking ome or two personal

references here, I had the‘honor of making Mr. Sankaran Nair’s acqueintance ten years
- dgo when we met for the first time in 1887 in Madrss. Then Mr. Sankoran Nair was in

charge of the damp where the Bengal ‘delegates were located, and we hava ever chorished

the recollection of those daya when Mr. Bankaran Nair, your worthy President here, sorved

us 28 an bumble servant. The subnltern of 1887 is the honored Genersl .of the campaign

here, ond this present campaign, [adies and gentlemen, we all know, has not been o mere

“mock ﬁgh"t.? We have passed through o dark year in the year of grace 1857 ; difficult

preblems faced us’;* when we met in this Congress we did no¢t know what to do, w.hn.t to

speak, how fo frame our resolutions, how to guide our cuun'sels. I:‘eelin.gs were high in

every quarter and each one of us wanted tospEnkout ‘those high f:aelmgl in thm.Congresl

which if we had spoken we might have re}iaved ourselves, bué whfch would. have Emposed a
h’e:;vy'wéi'ght upon this great national movement; ju_t’ 'gl_lder‘ the wiso guidance of_

Mr. Sapkaran Nair we have steered clear of the rock-of sedition ont the one hand and the

shoals and quicksands of cowardied om—theother. We have proved thet we sre not

seditious. But, if we are loyal, we have*prﬁvec.i th.at we aro loyal not to persons but to

principles. We are loyal to the Brifish constitation, to the great Government o.f I.ndu

upon whose existence and pernlanme"ﬂepends the fruition of our hopes nn: nspu-ut::ns.

(Cheers.) Goves UOLB and Governors:General come and go; t}my have been bronght here

by ~ tavorable tarn in the political circumstances of England ; and .to-morrow' wha -lmowu

they will be eent out by snother turn in that political wheel. Their coouection with the

Government of Indis is transitory and epbemeral, but our connection will last through

ages and it is abiding. Our interest in the Government of India is not due to‘ the enjoy-

ment of ofics or to official patronage, but it is due to the conmnection formed

27 L]
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Oraspga PaL.

President’s reply.

Presroant,
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by providence, a relastion formed by God himself for the salvation of India and
the amelioration of the helplesa ocondition of our people., (Cheers) Gentlemen,
the message that yowr accredited representative will have to carry to- Govern.-
mont this year is, we all know, a message of grief and groaning, and he will have to carry
this message, for ought we know, judging from the present temperament of the Governs
ment, to exceedingly angry minde and unsympathetic ears.  But we had it from the wisdom
of the presidential apeech, from the firmness of the tone of that speech and from the
statesmanlike way in which he spoke of the great problem that faces us—we had. it from
the very beginning—that our President would speak in no uncertain terms, would not be
cowed down by frowns or deviate from the straight path of duty by official browbeating.
Heo has said the truth and will eay it again, we know, in bold and certain terme to an angry
and agitated Government, He bas led our Counoils all these days with sweet reasonable-
ness, with firmness and yet with courtesy which we all admire and for which we all thank
him. I will not take up your time by dwelling any further ‘on .this subject, .but I will
simply propose this resolution which I know is not a formal affair with you' and me, but
we speak out from our hearts when we say that we thank youw, Sir;- for the exoeedingly.
great service that you have done to the canse by occupying this ehair and guiding our.
deliberations. (Loud and continued cheers.) I don’t think it necessary that this resolution
should be seconded. It may be carried with acclamation. (Cheers.) ... .0 . ..

The proposition was carried by acclamation. -

The President :—~Gentlemen,—J thank you for this vote of thanks: ' My feelings
would not allow me to make a speech. - However, I cannot help telling you that I have been
deprived of one high privilege hore and that is of thanking the Reception Commitieo and
the Volunteers myself. That has always been the high privilege of the President of “the
Congress and, therefore, I have only to associnte myself with those speakers Mr. Bhupendra:
Nath Basu and others in their thanks to the Reception Committee and the Volunteers,
for the great help they have rendered tous. If we have succeeded in carrying the Con-
gross to a successful termination, it i not due so much to my own humble efforts, whatever
thoy might have been, but much more to the moderation of the various delogates who have
assembled here and who did not come here with views which were not in agreement on the

- vurious important qiastions that are agitating the country. I have, therefore, to thank all

the delogates who have come here and helped' me to carry the Congress to a successful

termination. I hope, gentlemen, to meot you at Madras again next year abont this time.

We trust to meet there most of the delegates from the various provinces though we can

scarcely expeot all delegates fmm Berar to come there. 'We shall be happy'-_g'gd.;wa" shall
try 08 best as we can to render you sich welcome as Is in our power.. . With these remarks.

I must now declare the thirteenth National Conpress dissols :
cheering, the audienve Tising.y— = L e o 'WE@ and [_b}‘f)lo:_:ged

—
-—
T

The Congress then dissolved at 5-10 p.r.t;.-amid c]:‘teers \fdr ﬁ;ei alz\adn-Emfres‘s-l nizd the
Congresa, o \.; o . ' .
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1 | Madras. | Madras. } Madras. | The Hon, Mr. 0. San-| Hindu | Vakil, High Court,|At & public meeting
karan Nair, B.4.,B.L| Nair. Madras, held at Madras, on
6th December 1897,
Algo at & mesting
of the Madras Ma-
- hajann Babha, held
on 15th December
1897. Alsoc at a
meeting held at
: Calicnt.
2|l u. -]l w »” The Hon. Rai Bahadar| Brahmin, | Vakil, High Court,| At & public meeting
A P. Ananda Charln, Madrss, and Member|  held at Madras, on
B, 4., B. L, of thoe Viceroy's] 6th December 18971,
Legislative Counoi
8| o » - The Hon, Mr. C. Vijaya » Pleader, Distriet Court,| Do, Also at s publio
L : Raghava Charisr, Salem, and Member] meeting held at
B, 4. of the Madraes| Salem, on 21et De-
Legisiative Councik | cembor 1897,
«l ., " " The Hon. Mr. N. Bubba " High Court Vakil, snd[ At & public meeting
. Row, B. A., B. L, ember, Jula.uve‘ Leld at Madras, on
Council, M 6th December 1897,
; Afso at s publio
meetiog held at Gan-
. toor, on 10th Decem-
- ber 1897. And at
a clpnblm meating
held at Rajama-
hendri,  Godavari
District, on 17th De-
- _ cember 1897, .
L , ) Mt Tobr Adsm, %, o] European, | Bar.-at-Law, Madras...| At a public meeting
51 » - ” ’ Christian, held at Madras, on
: 6th December 1897.
Also st & meeting of
the Madras Maha-
jana Babha, held on
15th December 1897,
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6 | Madras, | Madras. | Madras, { Mr. G Vankat Rang-y Brahmin. Secretay to the Bosrd| At a pubhc meetmg
rao, M. A - ¢ o of Trustees. ‘Pache-f held at Madras, on
appa’s Charities| 6th December 1897,
. Ma 88, . and by the Madras
) ' Mahajana Sabha on -
15th December 1897
.| . and by the Triplicana
R - Literary Suexety.
"o » " » 9, Via Raghava » Note Registrar, Madres) . -
- Cbariar. - - L - Bank, Madma. B e
3 » " » ) » G Subramania " ‘| Editor “The Hmdn " At a publ:c meetmg
- IyerpB.aA g I Madra&n i “beld at Madras, om
o IR T .1 6th December 1897.
ICET ¥ R y v Also at a meeting of
B S A “the Madras Maha-
: ! ) - jana Sabha, field on
‘ ; | 15th Decamber 1897,
91 » " » | » T M. Appu Ne-| | Hindu, |High Court Vakil ... At a public medtin
P [4
- da.ngad: B.A, B. L Smnrthu. . v -~~~ { -held at Madras, on
‘ i 6th December 1897.
. : . Also : at * me:tings
. beld at Calicut, Pal-
-; gha. :md Mala.ba.r
10 " " » » V. Ryra Nambiar, ! Hi'nt_iu, High Cout't Vakil Do, Alao af. 'y meetlng
. By A, B. L. ~ Nair. Madras: | of the Madras Maha-
: jaon Sabha, held on
. . - 15th December 1897,
11y, ' . : ;, ‘AQU_"Parthué;n"- ) Hindd, |Editor® Andhrs ' ic . meoti
y » . Y ! . pmka- At a public - meeting
thi Naidu, : ' saka adras. - beld at Madras, on
p f 6th December 1897,
; : Also by the Medras
, f * Mahsjana Sabhsa, on
: . S 15th Decembar 1897,
12 N » » » ?. Ramehandra Brahmin, ﬁ orter: ”to “Th el At o meehng ‘of the
yer. : indu ” of Madras, | Madras: Mahajenn
'l Sabhba.held on i5th
. - T _December 1897,
131 . " Bellary. | ,, gﬁu..Ramanjalu Nai-| Hinda. Merchant Benary o ,. L.
" o R I o
» » ne- |, 8. Palani  Audi| Moodliar. | Pleader, Palankota A
, : . . oo At a pubho meetmg
velli. Moodliar, 3. A, ‘ . hellxd ia)tTm:l)Jevelh, gn
15 " . 7th December 189
. Msadura.| ,, n’I‘;.ooPglr;:ambolq. ‘Hindu, |Lan ded Proprietor,| At s public mesting
T B. A, gtmm}mlhm, Ma- hel{dh 51; Magura, on
w6 . . . ura 16th Dacernber 1897.
» Cu:;i:. " g Aundi Narayan Brahmin, | School Master Cud- At a public meeting
| . L BT R P"- .~ _| beldon20th Decem;
171, » Ganjam.| ,, Rungahhatta. Gun- Hiudu Propnetor « ShnSams-‘\tPe:\mlsgwtmg of the
niah Shastri Garu.| Brabmin, | watj " Press, and{ Bérhampur Accgcia-
Memher and Secre.| tiou, held on 15tk
- '&aory, Htltl;duBTelI,nple December 1897..
mmittes, Berham-
pur. .
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18 | Madras. | Madras |Godavari | Mr. Duggirala Deval-| Brahmin, | Inamdar, Cocanada ...| At & meeting of the
‘ District. | = raju Pactulu Garn Godavari  District
: ‘ . Arsociation, hald on
4 . 2nd Docember 1897.
S, o . | Trichi- | ,, R.RT. V. Bway Hindu | Assistant Prof. of Ma-| At n public meeting,
. : nopoly. minath Iyer Aul] Sinite thematics, 8. P. G.] held on 19th Docem-
. L B.A., LT, College, Irichinopoly,| ber 1897,

2001 , " Nega- | ,, P. Kanaka Sabha- Hindu | Pleader, N‘egaputnm'... At o publie meoting

patam. pati Sastriar, Bralmin, | - bLeld at Negapatam,
. on 19th December
1897,

214 , » Pulghat.| _,, K. P.-Achhuthal Hinda |Pleader and Speciall At & public meeting
. Menon Nair. Magistrate, Falghat.| held at Palghat, on
5th December 1897,

“ead » » » R. Sekbara Menon, i Pleader, Pslghat - ... »

. - - B.A, - L g—

93] ., . Calicut. { ,, Muilasseri Gopal " High Court Vakil and] At a public meetiug
- *Menon, B.4., B I. onorsry  Magis-l held at Chalicut, on
trate, Calicut. 7th De.cembor 1897,

YR . " » ., K. V, Rarunakar |, High Court Vakil, Cali- "

Menon, B.A., B.L. cut,

25 ” » Gooty | ,, P. Keshao Pillsi. | Hindu. | Pleader, Gooty .. At o public mesting
(Apant- of tha Panpla’s Asso-
pur Dis- ciation held at Gooty,

T trict.} on 24th November
1897,
261 1 " » " 8. Shesha Bhas- | Brahmin. [ Plesder, Penukonda,.. "
' triar, B.4., B.L.
-e1l “ " » T. Shivashanka- | Hindo, ” "
_ ram Piilai, 4
. ) ! ) )
CB8 1 > » s B. Subba Row. | Brahmin, [ Landholder, Gooty ... "
;. 29 ) —; £} ” 7] M. Nagﬁﬂ Row. ” Plelder, Gooty 200 ”
o - ” . o Salem » A, Azeemuddin] Mahome- | Merchant, Vaniemba-f At & public_meeting
Baheb, dan. dy (Salem District)..| beld at Vaniembady,
. ~ on 2ist  Decomber
1897.

31 - o ” ” Abubskar Saheb... ” ™ ”

32 ”» " ” ’:'gla :‘2‘:’:‘_&& -Akb‘_“ " " »

23 | » -” ,”» ™ g:ﬁigb):bdﬁl Rt!.him » - ” ”

34 ' » Parla- | , Shri Shri Padma-| Eshatriya | Second P'I:ince of Par-| At a public meeting

: " - kimidi, pabbs Natayan| of the | lakimidi (Ganjam| held st Parlakimidi,
Deo Garu. family of | District). on 12th December
the Urisss _ 1897,
Gajapatiy.
a8
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Madres. | Madras. | Parla- | Mr. A, Santan Rawma| Viashiava | First . Assistant Tea-| At. -8 public meeting
5 kimidi, Iyengsr Aurghal,( Iyengar | cher, - Maharaja’s) held at Parlakimidi,
B.A., L.T. 't Brabmin, | College, Parlakimidi.} on 12th December
- . *® .- o 1897.
s » Babu 8. 8, Raja Gury,| TUri Chairman, Manicipal] »
b ’ ’ Boa N Brabmin, | Committes, Editor -
i1 "1 . “Ganjem: News,” :
i _ and ‘member Taluk| -
: . and Distriet Boards,| L4
N _ . .Parlakimidi. - )
31| o, . " Mr, B. K. Dwayapaya-] Hindu, [ Secretary, Utkal Hitai- »
na Row Pantulu) Madhwa shini Samaj, end the -
Gara, © | Beahmin. [. Local Congress Sub- e
‘ Committee, Parlaki-
| [ 1 midi. '
38 » - J,_..h ~ } Babu Appsnah Panda.| - Uriya | Assistant Teacher,! .. —
R | Brabmin, | Maharaja’s College,] oo
‘ ) : Parlakimidi, {

39 | Govern-| ,, Secun- | The Hou, Poudicherry|Vaishnava, | High *Court Pleader,| At s publioc meeting
ment of derabad. Ramchandra Pillai, - Member, Legislative] beld at Secundesa-
lodi Council, Hyderabad| bad, on 19th De-

N [ . {Deccan), andSecre-{ comber 1897, -
tary, People’s Asso- .
- cistion, Becundera-|
] —-bad. '
. 40 » ”» " Mr, Awirtha Sethura-{ Hindu, | Assistant Teachor, 9
ma Aiyar, B. A, - | Smartha. Mahbub College,nand
Joict Secretary, Hin-
du Social EReform *
" Assogiation, - Secun-| -
derabad.
41 | Bombay.| Decean. | Poonas, | ,, Narsinh  Chinta- Maharastra | Professor, Law Class,| At & ‘meeting of the
man Kolkar, B, A,,| Brahmin, and Editor, “ Kesartl  Poona' Sarvsjanika
LL. B. : and  “ Mahratta,”] Sabha, held on 2nd
. Poora, . December . 1897,
- Also by the Deccan
- - Standmg  Congress
- Committes, on 6th
. ‘ S December 1897,
@2l ., » ' » Achynt  Sitarsm & mesti
n ‘ i1l rearey Aﬁ & mesting of the
Sathe, M. a,, B. 1. ! Decean g»‘J;i;auding
Congress Committee,
~ . cbeld on 6th Decems
. ber 1897 ; at a pub~
" S P N lic meeting held at
S S Amraoti,” on 19th
—~ . |__ December 1897 ; at-
- “ b—ppblic meetiog.
. hEldD 4 ur, on
. 1ith December1297;
and also at a meet--
-ting of the Katol
Loka Sabha, held
on 2ist December
o ! 1897,

]
v
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- 43 |Bombay. | Deccan, | Poons. | Professor G@. K. Go-|Maharastra| Professor, Perguseon | At & meeting of the
| x khale, 3. A, Brabmin, | College, Poona. Deccan Standing
: i : Congresas Committos,
‘ held on 6th Decem-
. ‘ ber 1897. Also by
‘ } N the Bombny Presi-
' dency As<ociation,on
" ; 18th December 1847,
o ' And also by tho Deo-
. . can Babha of Poona,
N L » s Shivaram Maha-| . Hono Becretary, | At & mecting of the
e ‘ deo Paranspe, M. A, Sarvajapike Sabha| Poona Sarvajanika
o " - . Pooua, Sabha, held on 2nd
¥ : Decerber 1897, Also
I by the Decean Stand-
: ] ing OCongress Com-
. mittea, on 6th Dae-
; cember 1897,
i » » » i Dhondo Keshao| Professor, Ferguason | At a meoting of the
.. Karve, B. a. College, Poona, Decoan Standing
. - Congress Committes,
1 held on 6th Decem-
: ber 1897,
. - . ! ‘
1 46| i » | Mr, BSitaram Ganesh " Tencher, New English "
x - Devadbar,. B, a. Sohool, Poona.
'Y N ” Dhulia. |The Hon. Mr. Dhondo| ,, Member, Bombay Legis-] At 8 public meeting
. Shamrao Garud, lative Council, and] held at Dhulia, ou
“B. A, High Court Solicitor] 12th Decsmber 1597.
and Pleader, Dhulia.
48 w | w Bhusa- | Rao Saheb Vitthal Go-| Pieader, Bhusawal ...| A% a public meeting
wal. vind Dastane. held at Bhusawal,
on 20th Decomber
1891,
49 ] *n Satara. | Mr. Govind Ramchan-f ,, Hommopathic Pracki-| At a public meeting
‘ . dra Karandirkar,] tioner, Satara, held at Satars, on
1 ) M. B, X, 8. 10th December 1897,
: ' . Laxman Sadashiv| Prabhu. | Agent, Life Insurance] Do. Also at s publio
: 50 » n " " Pradhan.’ gGm:npm:y. moeting held at Am-
’ ranti, on 19th De-
N ' cember 1897,
511 = o Dharwar,| ,, Erishuaji A b a j i|Maharaatra] General M erchant| At s public meeting
- Guruji, Brabwin. | Dharwar, held st Dhncwar,
- ' on 15th December
. , 1897,
andhbar- Vioeyak  Bhivaji Pleader, Pandbarpur...|] At a public meetin
52 ” " 3 pur. ‘*-’:-Iag. v - ’ " . ' P heldpat. Pandlmrpug
- on bth Liecembor
_ 1891,
65| » Bombay.[Bombsy. | ,» D. B. Wacha ..| Parsi. |Mill Agent, Municips!l At a meeting cf the

sud
FEditor, = * Kaiser-i-

Cornmissioner

Hind,’:'chbay.

Bombuy Fresidency
Associat'on, held on
13th December 1897,




vi

sl B .E 3 Names in full of Dels- [Raco, Reli- ' . LT A
2 ,§'k 81 £ |Electoral|gates, with Honoraty |gion, Deno-| Oecupation and How and When .
B| 898 | &5 [Division.[ Titles, Scholastic” | mination ~ Address. . Elected,
7 | & ;;5 S Degrees, oto. ! )qnd Caste. | . . T
54 {Bombay, |Bombay. [Bombay. | Mr. Chimanlal H. Se-| Brahmin. | High Court Pleader,| At a meeting of the
' L talwad, B.4., LL.B. ‘ Bombay. Bombay Presidency
‘ Asgsocjation, held
1 .on 13tk December
1897, Also by ‘the
Gujarath S8abhs
(Ahmedabad), on
19th November
1897, .
B85}, ” " » Rustam K. R. Ka-| Parsi. | Solicitor and Attorney,| At a meeting of the
' ma, B.A., LLB: High Court, Bombay.| Bombay Presidency
) Asgociation, held on
‘ Pl N 13th December 1897,
56 » . » » Deochand Uttam-| Hindu, = | Bar.-at-Law, Bombay..| "
-chand Parekh, B a., !
(Cauntab) N%.A 8,
57( » » Dr. P, J. Swamy ...| ,, Bombay ... .. n
. 58 | Govern- | Berar, | Amraoti| Mr. GaneshShrikrishoa[Maharastrs| High Court Pleader, At s public meeting
. | ment of Khaparde, B.A.,] Brahmin, ice-Chairman, City| beld at Amraoti, on
India, LL.B, Municipality, snd] 19th December 1897,
‘. Landholder,Amraoti| Also at a General
' o Committee’s mesting
of the Berar Barva-
¢ janik Sabha, heid on
- 12th December 1897,
59 » . A » Pralhad  Narayan| n High Court Pleader, "
: Jog, B.A,, LL.B. ° "7 | ~ Municipal Commis-
- gioner and Money-
lender, Amraoti,
60} " » » Rangnath Narsinh 3 Hi Court Pleader,] ”
- Mudholkar, B, a., ‘ ice-Chairman, City| . )
L. B. - | - Muvicipality, and
Landholder, A mrnqtih
& " n n »n Moro Vishwanath » High Court Pleader| Do. Also at a public
Joshi, B. A,, 1. B, [ and - Landholder,] meeting held at Ba-
- Amraoti, . - tara, on 10th De-
i : cember 1897.
2 , » P » Malbar Rhanderno| Prabhu, -| High Court Pleader,| At a public meeting
- Chitnie, 5, a, - ~| Amraoti, held at Amraoti, on
LL. B. . - . 19th December 1897.
Also st 8 publio
- meeting held at Ba-
R -{ara, on _10th De-
63| . » p » Balvant R a m-Maharastra Higk Court Pleader pember 1881,
chandra An gal | Brabmin, and Municipal Com- .
B.A., LL. B, missioner, Araraoti.
B4 n ” »” ” Pandmang Govind » -IW Gou;r‘?l?adé‘r " pub]i‘u meet-l'llg
) and Landhoider, m Amrnoli, on
Amraoti, 19th Decemboy 1897,
Also at & OUenora]l
Committee’s meeting
of the Barar Sarva-
janik Sabha, held on
~ 12th December 1897,
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65 | Govern- | Berar. | Amraoti.| Mr, Mahadeo Gangs-|Maharastra | High Court Pleader,j At & public meeting
' ment of dher Damle, B.A,,| Brahmin, mraoti, held at Awmraoti, on
India L.L.B. _ 19th December 1897,
66 = ” » Dr, Govinf‘! Vyankaji| Sarnsvata | Medical Praotitioner, "
. Ehot, 1. M, &8 | Brahmin, | Amraoti,
67 » » | Mr. Balvantrao Nar-|Mabsrastra | Retired ‘Deputy Edu-{ Do. Also at a Goneral
‘ : 1 - sinh Mudholkar. | Brahmin, cational Inepector,] Committee's meoting
Amraoti, of the Barar Barvne
janik Sabba, held on
. 12th Decembar 1897,
- y ; , Sadoshiv Vishn Retired Looal PFund| At s publio mootin
il ” R Bh,,;;‘,‘,‘,: V}s i Overseer, Awraoti.,, hels at Amrnoug,
_J____,_—-—--—.__._-_. on 19th Decamber
. 1897.
69 " u " ,» Balkrishna Hari ,:‘ Pleader and MunicipalL Do, Also ats Ganeral
; Karandikar, Comuwmissioner, Am-| Committee’s moeting
raoti, of the Berar Sarva-
. jonik Sablha, held on
12th December 1897,
‘ ' , Dr, Ramchandra Nar- Medical Practitioner,| At & public meetin
70 ” 14 8 i nric ahlius.holkal‘, n Ammoti. h e I d ad Aml'ﬂotﬁ
LM &8 - on 19th December
- . 1897,
. Shrikrishna Bapuji Banker and Money-len-| Do. Also by the Bhrar
LEN B " O S?a';h“%::, o I der, Amraoti, * Parvajanik Babha,
. " mote. on 12th December
1897.
: ’ Government Pensioner,| At & public toeatin
72 3 5 ” ”» :];:2::[:1}2:]]1:[{. » Amraoti, el 0 ab Aml’ﬂot.ﬁ
on 19th December
’ 1897,
: : r |, Banker, Money-lender .
73 " » " ” g;:?lamm Laxman 4 and Landhold- '
- e, Amraoti,
al . " . B.I'uji Ballal Ma-| Pensioner, Amraoti .., "
rathe.
, ] High Court Pleader, .
. 75 " M » ” ?:3:}1:‘;. ‘.":I:'“;?“ » ofi, '
"7 ” ”» ” ” Moto Bhi k-ﬂj i " Landhuldﬂl‘, Amraoti . o
Agaghe, B.A., LL.B,
» » Narsyan Balkrish-l . Head Maater, Private "
" » ”» ’ marKaz‘;]::i’ B.A. ’ High B8chool, Am-
reoti,
' i Bigh * Court Pleaden
8 1 ”» » ” :;:plﬂ)le':gpihdthll ’ a.gn & Landholder, »
. Amraoti,
- . ,..| European | Retired Eogineer, Am- ”
19 ”. » ” ” J. Moreaa Chﬁggf:n. raoti. ’
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80 | Governs| Borar. |Amraoti.| Mr. Erickson ... .. American | American Missionary, At s public meating
ment of Chnstian. { Amraoti. held at- Amraoti, on
India. : L 4 19th December 1897,
8| » " » |Revd. Timothy Shiva-| Native [Pastor, Free Church ,,
ram, Christisn. | Congregation,
. Amraoti. o
. o ) i
82t . » » Mr. Krishnerao Gopal|Mabarastra| High Court Pleader, -
Deshpande, B, A.,| Brahmin. Amraoti.
IL. B.
sl , » " , Vasudeo Vaman| ,  |Teacher, Private High - .
Mule, ». a, | §chool, Amraoti.
84 » » » » Vinayak Sa.\vmarmr\_,.__._ and ]inIunicipalL ' -
Oke, Comm1ssidwer; = —e |
r raoti. !
8| o » » » Padmanabba Rao-l - », Pleader, Landholder ” ,
ji Dande. and Municipal Com- !
missioner, Amraoti.
86 » " » » Sadashiv Narayan. » High Conrt Pleader, '_ »
o _ ' Amraoti, N
LU » » » Natayan Govind|* ,, Pleader, Amraoti ,«.,| Do. Also by the Berar
Kaotkar, . Sarvajanik Sabha,
on 12th December
R . \ 1897.
8| , » » » Raoji Ramkrishna » General Merchant and| At a pubfic meeting
Hambarde, Banker, Amraoti. held at Amraoti, ont
_ 19th December 1897,
8l , » " »» Ramchandra Ren- ” Banker, * Landholder »
ko Dole. and Vice-Chairman,
District Board, Am-
~ raoti. :
E ) » " » Janardan Narayen| Ploader and Inamdsr,| - "
Shastri. Amraoti, - :
9 » " . » Vishwanath Kashi- » Pleader and Secretary| . "
nath Kale, City Municipality,] -
Amraoti, ;
92 . ' : N -
» » » » Baliram Magh a- : 2
Bl om " " » Wasudeo Narayan| Pleader and Municipal] »
Jog. Commissioner, Am-
‘ raoti,
94 e , .
" " " n Govind - Narayen| Native |Pleader, Amracti ... T
amne, Christian, o
95 .
» " » » Moreshwar BapujilMaharastra "» Do. Also by the Berar
Marathe. Brabmin, Sarvajanik Sabba, on

_ 13th December 1897.
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96 | Govern- Ber\.l + .
| ment of | - ar, h"'"’@- Ml‘-D?:i}-‘t:Jl Mahadeo] Prabhu. | Pleader, Amracti ...l At a publio meeting
India. held at Amrmtl.
c;t;s"l!)th December
o] . » Yo | . ' :
’ ? » » E;:E;?“ Maharagtra Editor and Propriotor, Do. Also by the Berar
rahmin, The Pramoda Sin-| Sarvajanik  Sabha,
dhu,” Amraoti, olxgg;ﬂth Deocember
- ™. ! )
98 » n ” s Vishon Hari Ka- " Join}\qd-
i or “ T hal At a public meetin
rendikar, i‘;ﬂgﬁa\“indhu," held at Amrsoti, og
_ . \J 19th Daecomber 1897,
9| . » " Rawchandra Bal- Banker and Land-]
" krishna Eevale. " _ holder, Ameaoti, 8 \'_{\
100] . . Vyankatesh Ram- Editor and Proprieto
’ ’ " ” chandra Mudhol] “The  Vaiderbhe." ?
kar, Amraoti,
101 » » ” » Keshao Laxman] ,, Pleader, Amraoti ... »
Agnare,
- 102 ” » ” » Umakant Sadashiv ” Watandar Deshmukh .
Deshmukh, 3. a., sud High Conrt .
B. L. Pleader, Amraoti.
103 " " ” " Yeshwant  Govind ” Watandar Deshpande| "
Deshpande, 1. 4., and Landholder,
B. L Anjansingi,
104 » " " ,» Ramchandra Anna{  ,, Pleader, Amraoti ... n
ji Deshpande.
105 " » - .» Jagannath Bapuji » Congulting Privats) "
-Akut, Engineer, Amraoti,
_ 106 » ” » ,» NarayanBalkrishna o Banker and Land- ”
' Pendke, bolder, Amraoti.
107 ” "] » 2 Keshﬁo Balkﬁ'm ” ” ”
Pendke. '
108 » » ”» ”» Pmbhaksr Vishn ” Ammﬁ von "l ”
Mankikar, B.a. u]
109 2] »” ” » 8. A, Yardi wes NltiV_O " "
Christian,
1 , » » » Trimbak Waman|Maharastrs " .
Joshi, Brahmin, ‘
111 " " ” » Sakharam Chimpa-| Pleader and Secretary] "
ji Gole. Taluk Board, Morsi,
. and Member, District
Board, Amraoti.
112 " " ” *1 ., Ganesh Laxman| Pensioner, Poona -
Sahasrabudhe,
113 ”» - » ,, A. Meherban ... Parsi, |[Landbolder, Amraoti... »
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) ‘ .}, . . ’ . At & public meetin
114 | Govern- | Berar. {Amraoti. | Mr. 8, N, Kama "'« P ansk I‘_’”{@“““‘; heldpat Amraoti, of.
ment of v ' * 19th December 1897,
India. . § ‘ ‘ g
us o | » | s | . Vitthl GovindMabaragi-Tensioner, Amraoti .. " .
" - Ketkar, ° M ) Begbeer) N0 0 p
: \ " Banker and Land- " .
118 » - n A 't ; holder, Amraoti. i
L. i A'-.'” e ‘ Contractor, Aml'aﬂti oyl o
117 ” - I o» Abhyanknr. . v . } . P i
i 5 . " - ‘1 B
m ,» Bhaikh A bdnl Mahome- | Merchant, Amraoti ... "
181 » gy Husen Shaikh dan. ' |- - . e
A g, 2 L .
/rla/ 'Y f] » ! » n ,Dhﬁﬁsa Fakirsa ! 'Teu.'- sal‘af, Aml'aoti E :-;- T »
. " . ’/Teﬁ' i R ‘
// . .. g 1 . \ - '
| ’ . P . - ..
120t{ ,, R Hormusji J, Vajif-{- Parsi. | Ageot, Spinning snd .
e " o R Y aving Milly Bad-
i . 11 ¢ N
121 | . " ” _» Narayan Ram-Maharsstra| Pleader, Badnera .. »w -
' chandra Pendse; | Brahmin, | ... - ’
122 » » - » Yithal Balvantt' » Pei:%ibner, Amraoti .. T w
' : ' Deshpande, . |yl .
18|, ” » » B. Laxman Pillai..| * Hindu, | Agent, Harvey Sabha- . "
' - 1 - : paty, Amraoti,
124 n n » " Shi.v"appn_' Gurap-| Liﬁgay'a.t " C‘oiltrljici!‘.or,""AmraA;)ﬁ... 2
B pa. Wani. |- - ' o
2, , " - » Yoshwantrao Ms-| Prabhu. | Retired ° Tahsildar, »
hadeo Humvia - Amrsoti, — .
12|, n . " Shrikrishna Govind Maharastra Landholder, Amraoti. . )
Mote, Brahmin, 7 .
127 " »” 1" » %ﬁi};:gg- Bitaram ". ) . ) ” -
1281 » » » Shamrao  Kalesh- ,,A, . | Pleader and Land- ” i
‘ war Deshpande, ‘ holder, Morsi.
. i [ . . N
129 " " . » La¥man  Kalosh- » | Londbolder and pri- »
war Deshpande. - vato sorvant, Morsi.
180{ ,, " " w-Ramrao Kaleshwar " ST " . )
Doshpande, _ ’
| N . w Dhondo Moresh{ , = |Pleader and Momber, .
war Khare, . Taluk Board, Morsi,
182 » » » » Jagannath Bhaya .| Marwadi. | Agent to Chatarbhuj "
. S - Jaganvath, Amracti,
133 » " » »» Balvant Trimbak Mahuiaat;a Pleadei, Amraoti .., "

Brahmin.
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134‘ (la'rl;\;etn;} Berar, |Amraoti. | Mr,"Bhimrao Bapuji.., Maharastra Plendér, Badnera ...} At a sublio meeting
A Brahmin, | held at Amroti,
. on 19th December
: 1897,
185 " ” » Mahamadkhan| Mahome- | Merchant, Amraoti ... »
- - walad Murad-| dan,
. khan, .
136 ”» » ”» » Tokaram Sakha-| Maratha. | Moneylender and ”
- I8mM. Landholder, Am-
raofi.
137 » » " »» Sitaram Sakhsram| " "
- Deshmukh,
138 ” » . ,»» Krishoa  Shestri Mahamstré Ponsioner, Amraoti .., "
.  Athavale, Brahmin.
139 ' »» . »+ Narayan Daulatji| Maratha. { Landholder, Puada, "
~ Deshmukh, Taluk Amraoti,
140 » . » Raghavendra Sa-{Maharastra| Pleader, Amraoti, "
' kharam Kattagiri, | Brabmin.
141 . " ” » Balkrishna Ma- o, Landholder, Banker "
T . dhao alias Babal SN and Member, Taluk o~
Patil. Board, Varud.
u21 ., » » » Motilal Rhup-| Parvar, |Cloth Merchant, Am- "
" chand, : raoti,
sl . Y ,» Govind Bapuji ...| Garao, " " :
144 " " “ » Ebushalsing Bud-| Rajput. |Baoker and Baraf, o
N dusing. . Amraoti,
1451, Jiwaii walad Ba.] Kuobi, | Moneylender and
B R T ” " p[llji!:Jl wat . | Landholder, Pasda, "
148 " - - ,» Laxmandas Bhi- Marwadi. | Bavker, Amraoti ... o
kamohand.
147 ) "” . . ”» Ganeshdu MOﬁI.]. ” ” ”
us| ” . ,, Balakdas Adbikari{ Bairagi, [ Adhikeri, Bade Balsji »
T , _‘ Temple, Amraoti.
149 | ., Tanba Bandoba ...! Hinda. |General Merchant, "
”» ” L] Amraoti,
150 , ” 5 Bhoji Appa‘ «.] Lingayat Grocer, Awrsoti ... n
- - » Wani.
. darsing U Kahatrigs. | Baoker and Land-
151 " » ” " ssi:i‘ .mmg mrao-| Rabatniy bolder, Naudglo1 "
Peth.
29 itagi. | Jagirdar of Jamgom .
152 " » n 4 v ﬁ:‘ﬁ:::r andes Bairag! nfnd Mahaat of Bade] "
Balaji Temple,
» Awmraoti,
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153 | Govern- | Berar. Amfnoti. Mr. Abdul Alh Alls-} Mahome- -Geileral and Statiéneg‘y At e pubho meetmg
meut of \ bakas. + " |dan Bhori. Merchant -,Amraotl . held at Amraots,
India, : [ - :g 19th Decemher
. - ' ) 97.
154 » » » » Shaikh Vallibbail Mahome- | Cloth Merchant Am.| “a
' Mulls Allubax, - dan. © - motl.; . ;
1551 ” » ., Mabamad illil . P L J .
Daudbhai, ‘ '
18| " w | » Mplla Ahmad AN} . .- ). i o
' Shaikh Mahamad L
Alli, :
157] » ” » |, Abmad Ali Muila] - i
Rasul Allj _ e
158 » » » Bapn Miyan ... ) _ f.-andholder, Z ad n ‘
’ 7 y " ’ Ta.luka Chandur, - _”
159 ” » R Ganphtrao Nana...|Meharastra | Banker and Land- Sy
Brahmin. holde Mangrn15
. _ : - |- Dastgir, Nt
160 » » " » Ghamji Shivalal...| Marwadi. o . - ‘
' o =1 - C L
161 o » " » Bangidas Biharilal; . Ve w o
162] ,, ” » Jaisitam Bibarilal| . ,, | . . o
163 » » . -“,',“Kﬁshnﬁao Maha.| Prabha, Landholder and Sta- »
deo Deshpande. -i tionery ShOpkeeper
. L . Auraofi ;
164 - " - - Bah:modan Jetha-r ManadL Mbney~lex;dar, ,.A:ﬁ- . ‘o
wal, . raoti, S
165 ’ ) . -, Janardan Sa‘valm Mahamslm Clath Me;chan' " Am. Ty g
’ ’ ' " ram Ole; Brabmin. { raoti, . ¥ |- »oe
. f 4 . i
166 | " » " Gugpahram-' Mar-|. Marwadi.. | Sawkar, Kbanapur, ... Vo,
wadi, . ‘ ) !
167 " » " .-» Pandurang Shiya-| Hindo. {Landholder ... ... »
g | |
168 , » w - | . Mshamad 'Sllm.’km-1 Mahome- » .
walad Gooda dan, .
Ahmad, - , i o _
69 | . » | »Y¥ikram Pandu] Binde. |Banker and Laud: o
- 'Tang, L . holder; Varad. _ . —
w |, n " » Ayedan Sangvidn Mahegari, | Banker, Amraoti ...
- Mota, ﬂ BT ”
in » » ”» » Tula.ram-Sangidns_: . n ”'L.\
172, ,, " " » Pandurang Surye-| Rajput. | Banker nnd Land. “
bhan, ; _ holder, Gaomer )
'l‘alegaon, Ta l unk]
andur,
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178, Gove:_n} Berar. ‘Amraoti. Mr. Tukaram Shameao.| Maratha, | Landholder ... ... At a public meeting
- uier:i_ol 3 : ‘f'; - : : held at Amraoti,
, ndis. - ‘ ogg_’lsth Decewber
) - ! ' l .
,1'_14‘ ,, » - » Krishnarao Yesh-Maharastra| Watandsr, Landhol.| n
. want Deshpande. | Brahwin, der and Money-
] ‘ - lender, Amnor,
175 ¢ ', ~ » ” ? a;v:unll@l-l.uaa Ta- I{in:iiu Merchant, Amracti ..., »
: ) BB, Ad&..
176 o » " y» Narayan Lalji ... Maratha, Laﬁdhokll‘ar, Nandura n
o, U R ,, Jaorao Malharrso] Landholderand "
e Kale. Moneylender,
1 Varud,
178 » " » n M&ltﬁn?:waﬁ ” » "
S -vam Kale. o
179 Cw "a » Gangaram i}ajimo Maharastra | Landholder, Mangrul| n
L " Desbpande.’ Brabmin. | Dastgir.
180 » " " ,, Malukchand Cha-| Agarwala. | Moneylender,  Am- »
. turbhej. raoti.
18 [ i, . ,, Laxman Gopal ...Maborastra| Landholder and %
' = Brabmin, Moneylender, Hi-
— ] . verkhed.
.‘1‘82 o » ‘h}‘[‘; Deorao Jayasiog...] Maraths, | L Ho‘::el; l% :d(:: r aod "
LT ‘ ,'. - B 9 ! L4
— T8, » » ,, Tikaram walad| Kunbi. |Baoker avd Laund- -
T e .|  Bhivaram. bolder, Varkhed.
184 |, " ,, Chhota Ramchan-{ Khatri, | Dalal and Morchaat, '
SR ” dra- - Amraoti.
185 ” TR » 1] pB:li.jm"h Ramgo' Mnhaaari. Banker, Amraotl »
6| 1 D.| Gujarathi, | Engineer to Mohanlal
1881 » .o v " ﬁ:hf: Teo e ahandas, Awraoti. °
187 | » Ram ji Trimbak|Maharastra Bauker and Merchant, - "
n n " " Kannso. Brabmin. { Karag)s.
188 ,» Laxman Ramksi- . Banker and Land- "
e ” ” ” ' ghpa ahude. ! holder, Karanja,
189 " " " ElI:‘.amingaaRukhab- T:g: Banker, Earapjs ... "
- 190 » ” »” ” Gﬂﬂgﬁ“ Sa.WIlji res ” Merchn.nt, Kﬂl’ﬂfljﬂ b "
; dbi  Bapoji{Mabarastra | Banker sud Land - "
191 ” ” n » g?;; % Bpup Br.hmin‘ holdﬂl', Eﬁmjﬂ-
t Landbolder and
124 v " " %z:t;:nde.mlvm " Money lender, "
Mapgral Dastgir,
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193 | Govern- | Berar. |Amraoti,| Mr. Ramji Patil  ...]| Maratha. | Landholder, Karanja..| At a pubhc meetmg'
ment of . D S o > hald at Amraoti,
India, i ' on 19th December

g _ _ , 1897,
104 » " " - Moropa.nt‘. R a in-[Maharastra | General Merchant and n
chandra Pandlt. Brahmin, Landholder, Murln-
~ . ZapUr, ) i
195 » " » » Ramkisan Sakha- Kalal. Landholder and Saw- o
. ram Pethe, . ) . kar, Morsi,
195 ”» ; Jaffarji Hiptulla-| Mahome- |General Meréhaut . -
» LL » i TJ bhai. N dan Bohn . Amraoh n
7] . » " o Mahsnandram Marwadi. Banker &nd Landhold- »
Lnxminarayan. er, An_]ansmg'l. ’
. - ..-_—-""' ] N

198 ” » " »» Bhivaraj Tikamef. , —— - ’. " e )

(das. ‘ ; -

199 » » » ‘» Nagofi ‘hhégw‘mt' Jain, T om s D m ’

200 ” ” ”» ., Kasturchand Deo-| Marwadi, | Banker and Land - o

karan, holder, Warha. v o
200 ., 7 . » » Chaotmal  Mar{ ,, o o

wadi, ) T .
g2 [ “ " » Sakharam Ba(_qu... Mamths. Laﬁdholder, Warhg oef—

203 I »n » ‘nl)'ilrlvrﬂ_ﬁrh:-[;]dhul?u. Hlnd\l L ) L ey R

204 |, T n. ,» Sitaram Marwadi.| Marwadi. | Sawkar, Moz - . e o

205 » ”n. n » Padamsi Rﬂpl'm-- ”» Banker and La ‘n d-|- » -

& holder, Nimbhora. -

206 , » D » » Pademsi Nathmal| Baoker and Land- o

K holder, Wa.thoda‘ -

20%.| ,, " " » Geneshdns Kunde-| ,, .| Banker and La qd J. “

mal holder, Tiwass. -

208 ”» " - » Mojitam  Ganga- » ) -

TAIL SR n
209 | ,, » » » tli:?dlll Keghao-| " e
210 n » » » Yeshwantrao Da-{ Maratha, Landholder, Tiwnsa ... .
GJL - ‘ - " ‘ 3
21 » ) » Damodar Rajaram| Maharastra| Lan . 3
n ) Kawale ) B:aﬁg?nx:a dh'older, Amraoti. -
21% n ” » ” Lalchand anum.- Mamndi. Banker and- L and- 2
chand, holder, Thugaon, v
EIL N » » Shaikh Ismai)| Mahome. : A
" ) Shaikh Rep) .ad ::e Lsndhol.der, Amraoti., .
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214 GW:"H} Berat, [Amraoil{ Mr. Laburam Hijralal..] Kalal, Contractor, Amraoti...] At a public nceting
tx;er:i_ ° held at Amraoti,
ndi. on 19%th Decembur
. 1597,
LI " " » Baljorsing Mahi-] Rajput. | Bauker and Land- "
tapsing. ) holder, Sirasgaon
KK :aba,
21863 . " " ,» Gangabisan Dava-| Marwadi. | Sawkar and Land- "
Iatraw, holder, Katpur,
T. Morsi.
217 n » »n ,» Chandanmal Baja- » ’e "
' Iam,
218 ” » " ”» Manguirmh Ram- " Sawkar, Laudholder »
lal, and Member Talek
Board, Khanapur.
219 [ » » » B. M. Molile ...| Prabhw, |Agent to Commercial "
Uaioa Iusuraunce
. Company, Awraoti
220 » . ‘,, ,» Hanmantram Dal{ Hindu | Banker, Amraoti ... -
sukdas, Shrawagi. )
221 ¥ LI e " Nen:asa Lﬂd ey Lada. C lot h Merchant, »
Amraoti, -
222 n e B . Amolukehaud  ...| Marwodi. | Banker and Land- -
‘ holder, Amranti.
223 » " » L Maruti NaikiMaharastra| Ban ker and Land- ”
. : ~Dange, Brahmin. hi'der, Kurha, -
224 2 » » ” ‘Khivaraj Liladhar) Mareadi " o
225 » " » . Bansidhar Ramd Banker and Land- o
chandra, owner of! holder, Amraoti sud
the firm of Harji- Balgam.
mal Balmukund.
298 " v ”» +» Shivachand Ram- ” " "
chandra, owner of
* the firm of Harjid
mal Balmukund,
207 | ., " . 1, Girdbarilal Jauki{ Chhatar- | Banker ard Cloth "
prasad. pure, Merchant, Amraoti.
238 " »” " ,, Sunderdas Raindagy Udesi. Laudholder, Amraoti. -
Udasi, .
229 ” . ,,» Ramprasad Janki-] Chhstar- Banker and Generalj "
N prasad. pure. Merchant, Awraoti.
230 " ' . ,» Mannalal Janki- " ” "
prasad.
” irmal Bahiraod Marwadi. | Agent to Kisonchan o
281 » Y ? Jamirm ] =0 Murlidiar, Amaroti.

dan.

3l
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232 | Govern-| Berav. |Awraoti.| Mr. Bewadae  Pujaril Udasi. | Pujari, Awraoti. .. At a public .meeting
ment of Gura Jagannath-} held at Amraoti,
Judis. " das of Buade ou I9h.. Jecewber
Balaji. | o189,
233 ” »” » » Narayanrao Bind..?b Sonar, | Agent to Oviental Life] co »
i Insurance Company,
Clerk, Badnera
Mills, Badnera,
284 | . » " » Krishnasa Punsa| Ealal, | Landhe lder,. Merchant »
: Kalal. : and Sawkar, Sirul,
235 n " “ » Sonderdas Jwala-| Udgsi, |Marey-lender, Am- - i
prasad, raoti.
236 " " " n Motiram Harjes-| Marwadi. Mo:.ey-lender, The "
i TAm, : gaon,
PR I " “ u Allisahed  walad] Mshome- | Jagirdar and Mukhtiar, -
Malawad Saleb, dan, Nandgaou, .
238 » . . » Ramkrishna Bali-|Maharastra| Merchang and Land. »
ram Kide, Brahmin, | _holder, Karanja. .
239 o . " Muoushi Bashir] Mahome- | Bookbiuder, An;‘raot-i. ' ‘n
) Alimad, dan. ) ‘
a0 | ) » | Munshi Faeal An -\ TR
mld\ - - ) T . i i
v, " " Mr. K. D. Chavan .| Kehatriya{ Landholder and Pho- o
~—- t v | Aryey | tographer, Amraati.} T .- -
a2, 1 " n Gokuldas Rikhab. Mahesari, | Banker, Amruoti ~.oif - 7T,
das, owner of the1 S i
firm of Gaoeshdas ; . LT
Thakurdas, T e
- - .
M| ., v , ,» Ramdhandas Ri- , "
' ) khabdas, owner of v " *
the firm of Ganesh-
das Thakurdas,
944 n 3 n » Ga’neshdas‘ ’ Ke- - . s
. k1] L] b
shaodas. A .
215 u " " n Shrikisan  Das) . Agent to Gaueshtlnsr o
Daga. _ e a;;hao;,lasl Awraoti, )
2.6 " " " w Birdichand Kapur-| Marwadi. Banker, Amraoti a- "
chand, : Y :
2&7 TS It » " Manirﬂm Bagdi, ) » " .
Munim of Ganesh-
das Bulakbhidae,
8 » " " » Dharamcharnd Ke- " , ,
sarichand, ! *
249 " n » »» Dadajt Gangad_har Maharastra . -
haraskar, Brahmin, ’
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250 E::;?:n;} Berar. ) Amraotij Mr, Mojitam Baldeo...| Marwadi. { Banker, Amraoti .| At & public meeting
India : i held at Amraoti,
: on 1‘19111 Decomnber
. 18441.
251 » » " u Sbriram Ropram...| Landholder, Bauker "
‘ - . and Merchunt,
; Hiverkhed.
252 » " » - { o Paodurang Ku-| Sonar. | Landholder, Morsi. ... "
) 1 DATSa,
253 ” ”» o» n Jairam K 6 8 h a o/ Maharastra Amraot] s na an
Asuare, B, A, Brahwin,
254 » " » » Ambadns Laxman| Gurso. | Landholder an& énrnt‘. "
Deorankar, . Amraoti,
255 | .» " o, » . Vitthalsa Nara-| Patwi. |Cloth  Maerchaut, o«
' yansa. Amrnoti. ’
256 | . ,» Manmal Gulabq Marwadi, |[Cloth Merchant, "
chand, Amreoti,
251 " " ” » Juisiram Bissa. ...| Marendi |Agent to Bhriram '
‘ Brabmin, ﬁupmm, Hiver+
» khed, .
258 |7, " . » Wasudeorao Go-[Maharastra | Agent to Shriram "
‘yind, Brabmiu, Rupram, Amraoti.
2591 “ o » Hukumchand Ba-| Mahesri | Banker, Amraoti .. "
: chharaj, ~ Marwadi.
260 o " * Ty akhatmat Shriva- " ” "
. labh, -
261 » " " » Jairaindas Ram.f Banker, Dhamangaon.. "
chandra,
262 n 1 » »» Ballabdas, " Agent to Ballabdas "
' Ramchandra,
Awmraotl,
2631 » » ., Abdul Alli walad[Mahomedan| Stationery and Glass. N
- . Mahamad Alli. Bohn, ware Merchant,
. Amraotl,
24| " - ,, Baliram Vithobs...| Simpi. |Cloth Merchant, "
Warha,
265 , " - ,, Janordan Gageah| Mali. | Banker and Landhold- n
’ Maldbure. or, Warha,
266 " " » Abaji Takaram{ Maharastra| Moneylender, Mangrol "
" Panssa. Brahmip. Dastgir.
267 I . " ,» Lachiappa Chinap-| Waani. | Grocer, Amraoti ... "
- p&
268 . " ,, Sadakshari A y al Lingayat Religicus T en ¢ her,| "
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~ B
- . t Mr. Jaikomar  Devidas| -, Jain. | Banker and Lnﬂdhold- At a pthlblic"meetin
209 gl%:etn;f Berar. | dmeati| M C::u:nr:. l .. er, Karanjs, held at Amraong,
India. - ' 0181919th_7 Decewmber
' ‘ : 1 189T.
g0 ,, " " » Krishnarae  Ra-|Maharastra | Deshpande and Mem~s . -,
ghao Desbpande. | Brahmin, | ber Amrauti Distriot! -
R Board, Badnera.
271 " » " » Kesarichand Ma-|  Jain, | Shopkeeper, Amraoh..| , .
nikehand Malte. . - . 2
272 ” " » ». Tukaram Baglaji .| Sonar, | Mukhtiar; Awrsoti” ...f ~ . B
1 . " » b Vishweji Powar ...| ~Mali, |Sawkar and Landhold-| .
< er, Balgaon. . -
], - , » Ganesh. Mabadeo| Prabbu, [Amtaoti  voo e .
- \Dixit. - . -1 . . R 't - R
B . n » » Laxmi ~ Naraganji| Marwadi. LandlolderandMo: ey- "
Shet, . - |- lender, Pardi, -
. . . 1 .
216 » ” " » BaChhMaj Agent ”» Banker, Amraoti mas ' Ly
to Shriram Shali- : R
gram, _ N . :
. ’ - ‘ .o . - s
277 » » » » Rojmal Dinaji ...| Mali, | Banker snd Landhold-|- e
_ er, Balgaon. .
218 » " » » Sunderlal Shali| Marwadi. B;nlre'r, Awmrapti i} -
gram, owner of the| _ : : ] ‘
firm of Slriraw ' -~
Shaligram. : ——— % .
2|, » » » Romsuk Puranmall™™ '™ | Moneylender, ™" & m| Ty T
raofi. . : -
280 » " - » Chauthamal Skiva- " Sawkat ' ... ... -
nath, o .
L [ » " » Prayagji Liladhar.| Bhatia. | Agentto Mulji Jethal w )
and Company, Am-
r.oti, -
2823 " " » Shivashankar Bise.| Marwadi. | A g e n t to Sangvidas| Y
‘ ' .| - Mots, Awraoti, .
258 » » » » Anapdrao Sitaram. Maratha, B-n.:ker snd L and- . i
: - ‘|  'holder, Bhambors. _
84 " » ® » Bhikamchand| Marwad;. Banker, Tiwasa ... :
Nandlal, . ”
285 » > » Munshi Amir Husen| Mahoma- L :
R PR ?i n':.“ nndl_zolder! Buduera .. "
286 [ . , » Mr. Vitthaldasl Hindo, |Dalei -
Chandrablian Bai- e and Bavker, Am -
) thi,
287 » n " » Bisan Dayal .| Agarwala. | Banker and Langd- .
holder, Amraoti,
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" 298 | Govern- | Berar. ‘| Amracti| Mr. Govind Diwakur{Maharastra| Watandar and Land- i i
- - { ment of Talukdar. *Brahmin,. ﬁolder. V:?ud. o Mh: lpc.‘ll b:l: 'Ammfﬁ
India. ' on 19th December
- - 1897.
. 289 » . ” » Mukfaprasad ..J Chhata?~ ! Banker, Amraoti ... o
pure.
2901 ”» si s Gulam AHi . Ma:lhoma- Laudholder, Amraoti.. - !
- : an,
291 , " 2 ,» Bhaffakat Saheb... » " "
292 a " " » Mahamad Hueen.. » " .
298] wo | » w | » Mshomsd [brabim| , " .
' 294 » » "0 2 Shmkﬂt A“i 1T ” L ” » -~
. ]
265 n " " ,» Mahamad Ibrahim. " Merchant, Amraoti ... "
- 206 ” " ” » Kurim Ehen .., ” Shopieepar e "o ” :
) 297 n. ” M " shﬂikh Mustﬂn P ” P "
298 | o . Akola. | Rao Saheb Deorno Vi-[Muharastra High Court Ploader| At o prblic meeting
nayak Digambar, Brahmin. and [Landholder,| held at Akula, on
: - Akola. 19th Decomber 1897.
Also by the Berar
* Sarvajatika Ssbim,
. . on 12th Docember
1897, i
. Mr. Datta.trnyaifishuu " - — At s public meoting
29 Y " ” Bliagwat, B.s.,LL.B. ‘ ) held pal; Akolr, on
: 191h Decemtor 1897,
' » . » ,, Nerayan [Kashi-} Pleader, Akola , ‘
800) = " nath Date, B.4. : ’
- a . . Damodz;.r Ganesh ” High Court Pleader,
801 ” " ! ’ Patwardhan, B.A.j ikola. "
LL,B.
" ,» Vithal Rangoath . . .
8031 = " Tare, B.A., LL.B. * '
308 : " » Keshso Govind High Court Pleader, ”
" ” Damle, B.a., LL.5, and Secretary, Muni-
cipality, Akola.
304 " " ” 5, Bhankar Govind... " Pleader, Akola oy ”
305 | . Dattatrays Erish{ , (Medical Practitioner, .,
” ” ns Kolatkar, Alkola,
06 " o Ramchandra Vieb| ,, High Court Pleader, "
$ " ® nu Mahajani, B.4., kola.
. LL.B, _
| 307. L " " ,, Ramchandra Mar{ Prabhu. | Pleader, Akola s "
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# . . N
- , kola, . Pand BapujilMaharastra| Moneylender, . Land-{ At a public- meeting
208 Elzrz?;f Bef“— Ao Mr B:J!lanlclil;aak‘fr. . P : Brahmin, holder and Member,| beld at Akols, on
India ' ' District Board, Ake-] 19th December 1897,
T la. - .} Also by the Berar
Sarvajanikn Sabha,
: ' v on 12th December
1897, S
300! ,, . o - Balvant Vinayak] » Banker and Land- At a public meeting
igambar, = . holder, ; Akola. held at Akola, on
Digombar , ‘ ‘ 19th December 1897.
310 . ", Hari Ramchandra] Editor, ** Shudha Var-| .
" ” ” Anvikar, hadi,” Akola.
311 . " ” . Abaji Mairal _ ... " Pleader, Akola . ..| . 1y _
312 ,,. » - »s Shivaratausinh "Rajput | Landholder and Mer{De. Also by the
' ’ i Varma, Kehatriya | chaut, Patur Shekh erar  Sarvajanika
T, Arya, Babu, : | Babha, on 12th
. December 1897
a3 , » - ,» Hansilal Pana- Agarmala. Banker, Balapur .| . .
chand. . L . : o ! : .
314 o ® » " 5 Marati G anesh|Mabarastra Lu.udholdet;, Money-| . g ,,“ :
. Asarkar, Brahmin. lender, Member, Lo{ ~ =y
Co «al Board, and Muni-| . = - .
cigal' Cummissioner, . it
, Akot. . : S T
315 - . 2 » Kalekhan Sanda- Mnhon;e‘- Contractor; Patar ... S ” ‘_:
. gar . . dam. . -
216 » » » "5 Govindainh Varma.| Eshatriya Merch;ET,'P'aFur'SFeEH“_"' Lo
, Arya. Babu, B
A . .
anr| L, » ” » Popatlal Parasha-l Agarwala. Baoker, Balapuz .. .
ram, o . . 7
818 - » . » Jaikrishna Bagaji.. Muharastri: ' Banker's Agent, Muni - ',,' : -
_ ’ Brahmin, cipal avd Distrio o
_Board Member, .
3, » » _» Laxmsa  Govind] Pleeder and Munici| At & publie meeting
Oke, . vl Commissioner| 'held 5t Akola,
Akola, on 19th Decomber
. - ' A 8n 1
820 | ., » ” " II’{alglchandra Trim-{ ' Hindn, | Native Doetor, Akola.,
Iy L
Bl » n » Shivaram  Anant|Maharastra Agent to private bank- n
: Panat, Brahwin. | ‘ing firm, Kbamgaon.
82 » » » Kasturchand Bhi-] Marwadi. | Bavker and Merchant, "'
’ chand, N ham gZaon,
328 » 1,. » » Gane&hdna Bhnttar » ] i . "
324 » " v » Raoji Ragh a o/Maharastr faandholder nd Wat: )
’ Deshpande. Bmhmin.a dar, sndWa an-‘ i .
o .
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325 g(e);etrsi - Berar, Akolq. Mr, Bachulal Nanak-| Agarwals. {Landholder and Banker,| At & public meeting
- India, - | P ram, Barsi Takli. held at Akola,
_ - gtslg_‘_l%h December
: Y - .
' 326 . ” } '”l IY Ratanlﬁl Mohunla] 2 B&Dk&l‘, Bmi Tﬂkli (11 [ 1]
- 827 2 ‘ ,» Gangadbar B al-|Mahnrastra ‘Pleader Eh
" y .' krishna. Brahmin. » SLARTIEAON vo- »
323 »” ”n " n ii;]l{l[:mm H A D= ”» ” »
. _ .
329 | » " ' Ekanath Abajil General Agent to » "
. shajan, Jagirdar and Land-
7 bolder, Akola, ,
830 | . » " » Gopalrao Madhay- ” Landholder and Jagir- n
xao. dar, Khamgaon,
331 » » “ ,» Vaman Laxman .., " Pleader, Khmnéaon vos "
832 » » ” »» Motilal Bansilal ... Agn.r‘waln.. Banker and Landhel- "
der, Akola,
. [
833 » ” o ” Lalji Vithoba Patil] Eunbi. Landholder and Bﬂhkel" n
. . Savre, Taluk Akot.
3B} . » " ,, Kashinath 8han-| Hinda, |Banker, Adgoon .., "
. kar Appa. o )
as5 » " " ,» Badashiv Eeshav- " Watandar and Bauker, "
rao. Panchagawhan,
336 » " " ,, Vishwanath Ramji| Maharastra) Banker, Akot v Do, Also by the
) - L = Jodh. Brahmin. Barar Ssrvajanika
Babha, on 12th De-
cember 1397.
. : Paniaii ..| Hindu. |Landholderand Money-| At a ublic meetin
837 »” 2 ”» 1 VIthOba Pnn]a]l gy ]ender’ Nﬂkﬂﬂ.a 4 held pﬂt A k [1] 1 ngl
' +* on 19th Decemnber
1897,
338 " “ » " Yithoba Ramji e Eupbi. - Landholder, Kharale... ”
539 » ” » ,, Gunavant R a m -| Maharastra Banker and Marchant, -
chandra. ‘ Brahmin, | Akot.
. alaji H i Maratha. | Watandar and Land-
Moy ' " " IB)eslgzlnukl:.r ing * holder, Rahita, Taluk ”
Akot.
841 " ,, Krishnaji Ekajil » " »
" ol Doshmokh,
342 "o » n ” Eﬁﬂhnll'm Vitho- Hindu. Lundholder, Mahali ... ”»
3. )
a3 . " . ,, Cbandrabhaz Raf & Landholder and Money- "
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844 | Govern- | Berar. | Akola. | Mr. Damodar Waman| Maharastra| Private Servant, Kha.m- At a pubhc meeting
- | ment of Brabma, Brahmin, | gaon. held at Akola,
India. ' gté‘”l%h. December
845 » » ,»» Nanakeam Ganga- Bindu, |Banker and Liandholder, _—
Tam. Agarwala, | Panchagawhan,
846 | ,, . ” . »» Biharilal Hiralal...] ,, i » .
41|, " » ,» Krishnarao Ganesh| Hindu. | Pleader, Telbara . "
81, » » » Namdeo Somaji ...| Landholder and Money- -
L lender, Boregaon.
349 | -, " » » Ganeshdas Suraj-| Marwadi. | Moneylender, Andura.. »
. mal, ,
B0 " » ,» Chimanlal Sha.n-. " ~ ”
kardas, ) .
© 351 » ” " » Bhagwant Damo-] Maharastra| Clerk; . private  firm, s
- dar Thombre. Brabmin. Khamgaon. ,
2| . " » » Beshao Waman| . Private Servant, Kha.m- »
Brahma, - . _gaon.
83| . » » QopaldasNarayan{ Jain, | Banker and Merchnnt »
das, ; Balapar, o :
854 " " ,» Achyut Gopal ...| Hindu. Desh ande and land- .
: o : older, ~Adgaon, '
5 " " " §hriram Khetsi-| Marwadi. | Moneylender, Balapur. » -
356 » » » " Tulnji Marati ...] Kanbi. Landholder, Bar%i| ”»
, . Takli, :
337 » " » » Narayan Sona.,;: Toli, Sawkar, Deodhm e T
Teli, | o R .
. 308 » » " » Kisan Sitaram ...] Kunbi, Landholder Da ga d- »
- AR . parwa.
859 »' » » » Sakharam Na.ra'. » o .
yso. | ; S '. . .
360 n n n " Daulat;Nanaji sl gy —— ” . 3 )
861 n » ” ) » Raoji Shidhoji (119 ._ l"- thdhol_der, W&khel‘a. 2 . ~
?63 » * » » Jauba Wagaji " ‘ i’:éidiolder,,])eodhal‘-i “
363 | S Gan o
v n patrao Chan- - L dholder B .
» Gk . a".i‘akh arail »,
340, » " » Avandrdo H ar- - .| Watandar apd Land- o 2
sing, - holder, Barsi Takli.
865 n " » » Sawaji Bonajil ., Landholder, Shegaon... . -
mukh, - Ll
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366 | Govern- | Bersr. | Akola. {Mr. Anant TatyajilMahuutu General Merchant and| At a public mesting
ment of . Korda, Brabmin, | Municipal Commis-|{ held at Akola,
India, sioner, Akola. on 19th December
T 1897,
867 " ” » » BapuBalaji " -| Banker, Khamgaon ... "
Sabne,
368 » ” ”» » Hara kchan d Gujarathi. | Banker aud Merchaut, »
' Gulabehand. Telhara,
869 » i ”» » Keshao Paraghg- Mabarastra|Landholderand »
' " ram Ambdekar, Brahmin, Moneylander,
Telhara, .
870 . ’ , »» Narayan Rangnath " " "
: » » ' * Tagde,
871 " " " » Badushiv  Rawmji| Hindu, (Landbolder, Adgaon... .
Maokar,
- 812 ” " - " ,» Shankarcao Desh. ” Landholder, Akols ... "
mukhb,
33| " " » Purshotts m|Maharastra| Deshpande snd Jagir. B
A Achyutrso Desh-| Brabmin, | dar, Balapur,
pande,
sl o " ', Bhrikrishna Amrit| ,, Landholder, Akola .., "
‘ Desbpande,
5] . » Ramrso Gopal] Landholder and Wa-
A " ’ Des'?xpande. P tandar, Akols, " _
816 | » o » » slii;-:usins Chain-| Rajput. annshe rvant, "
377 n " " » gﬂ?ml Hem- As‘“‘h' Memhmt’ Blhplll' b n
378 n n a8 » Buprao Zabaji ..| Hindm I“;&‘:’ddﬂ' Dovgs- #
379 Jawarimal Shan Mmud'i. Moneylender, Andurs., "
" " [} ” hrd“
30| » ” " Munshi Sham Ahmad. Mﬁ‘iﬂ'.'"' Moneylender, Pator ... »
1| n | w | o [Mn Ablal Radetal | ljewder Akda . "
wa &h‘mld .
Saheb. ol
" Akols o "
382 " ” ” ” g‘:.r L] y an I‘a' h;:mg:ﬂ}s"-k", 0
' Agent of Deshmukh \
383 n ” (] ” g?:';::lt& Govind " ga nd Member Taluk '
Board, Balapur.
284 Dhond; Bapu walad| Hindu. |Landbolder, Akola ... "
n " » n
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- 885 | Govern- | Berar, { Akola. | Mr. Dinkarrao Bh 8 g Mmfatha. Londholder and Money-{ At a public . meeting
ment of | ' : wantrac. ) i lender, Akola, held at Akola,
India., - . on 19th . December

1897. CL

386 | . " » » RemchandraWasu- Maharastra| General Merchant and - w

i deo Kolatkar, Brabmin,” |- Photograpler, Akela i
387 » » » » Narayan Sakha-| Hindu, Landholder, Ugwa. - C
Iam, . E ) |
388 -, » » » Yadueshwar Auant| Maharastra Pensloner snd Manager] o
Vaidys. Brabmin, | . of- an . Induosirial] .
o Clags, Akola. :
3891 » » » Anandrao Amba{ ,, Agent .. of a Banker »
das Lote, . Balapur, '
3% » » n ,noiwaba Dada} Sonar.- Go!dsmltb. Akola. enf. -y
. Sonar. . * -
391 " » n " Harikrishoa Sham- Mahamstl:a Watandar, Jaglrdnr- .
rao Deshipande, Brabmin. and La.ndholder Ba- S
. i ‘ Iapur, y ) .
302 ”» ” » " .Bhivalal Gulab- Mﬂmndi- Bankal', Akola RSP B m .
chand, Agent to S, . .
Govindram B b i- L.
. kamdas, Dukan - M
'I'elhara. . L e
. . : \
393 » »” n I 5 Tukaram . Gam- Konbi. Landholder, Akela ;. PPN
] bbirji Patil, . - ‘ ) T e
394 - » " o » Shriram.  Shali-| Marwadi. | Banker, Khaméuon v e
. gram, L
395 | .. » » - Na.ra.yan Trimbak. Maharastra | Agent, Khﬁmgmn I ,, g
Brahmin, | - . B .

L » » » Pandurang . Bbal . -, Agent, Akola .. .. . -

chandra. , Yo »

397 | . - » » - | v Hirslal Rewadas...|- Hindu. |Sawker, Ugwa . ..} -

3w » » » Dhm]l -TﬂdhaOJ'i Bhatia, | Merchant, Akola ... "

- hatia. . C “ o . .

399 » " » o v, Dhmmpun Telanga. | Watchmaker, Akola... .

-« } . Narsaiys. . 40y . . » )

400 » » » » Avonji  Keshav|Maharastra .Agmﬂ: to New Mofus-

Sukhatme, Brabmin, | sl Co., Shegaon, ?
01 » » » » Gopal *Vishnu n: ) A'igent::Akoln AR "
aste. _ _ ; »
402 » n PR B Umra.o Zaméing . Hindu_‘ Monayzfender’ hKham_ ”_ -
gaon., - '
03] » n » Sndobu Khushaljil Maratha. | Landholder, Rahits ... . .
eshmukh, . ) ’ e
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=0 S W
- 404 | Govern- | Berat. | Akola. | Mr, Ganesh Daji Joshi.|Maharastra | Pleader, Moneylender] At a public meeti
:ilen{:, of . Brahmin. and Landbolder, heldp at Ako ll:g,
: ndia, Telhara. - ogglsm Decambar
1897.

405 " » . » Madhnorno Ram-| Prabha, | Pleader, Tolhara ... "

chandra Tipnis,

408 | - o ,» Anant Vishnu/Maharastrs " »

Bhagwat, Brahmin,
407 } 11 » » sl QPhn:t:i B ll ottam »” Shlﬂh’i’ Akot e ]
s »
408 " » " » Raoji Moreshwar.. » Moneylender and Mer- . "
_ chant, Khamgaon.
- 4091 ., " " ,» Govind Keshao ...]| Banker, Mategaon ... "

410 |- ,, : ,: " ‘» Trimbak Waman.. " Jagivdar, Tanvki .. »

411 . , “ " .» Renkodas Balvant] . " »

‘_412 : - " " » Ramrao Goviod .. " " »
48, ” " y» Ramrso Lazman...] 5 v " o
414 | » " " Qli:s:‘apratap' to-| Marwadi. | Banker, Akola ves »

. . _vindram, -

415 . | »-Surajmel—Guvind{ 1 .
ot T e, ' i ’
_._4.16-- ) ! ., - ﬁl:m Chaodra-| Hinda. |Landholder, Akot .. »

1
s , Ganesh Haomant' Maharastra! Landholder & Money-

ar| . ! ” * "Phombre. Brabmin. | lender, Akot, "

418 » . ” ,» Balkrishna Waman » Pleader, Ehamgaon ... o

419 . » " .,, Atmaram Limbaji.| .Hindu. Artist, Ehamgaon ... ”

- ,, Shrikamar Kisan-| Rajput {Zaminder, Patur ’

420 » » " givaram Mansab-| Eshatriya Bhekh h‘bnc )

: ‘ . Arya.

: ' Deorso Bbegmaot| Hindu. |Munim, Pator Shekh

et UL B Nargunde, Babo. ”

- 499 ) . ”» - ’” Lalusing Varma... KsR]:-i[tl:;;. Iﬂndh()lder, Patur .. ”

 Arya,

4231 ” ™ ” Hiralal Bagdi oo Marwadi, Metl:gani .B::i Aﬁoggh "

128 » " " Mougl':mﬁshas- 1f Mahome- Jagirdar, Patur o "

i [ Hind Banker and Lands ™

425 » ” n Mr. Balkizandas Para- ' > bolder, Akolkhede

shottamdas. - Taluk Akot,
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426 | Govern-| Berar.. | :Akola. | Mr, Motiram Shivaram| .Hindn, | Landholder, Manchan< At 8 pnblic'meeting
ment of ‘ Patil, : pur, Taluk Akot. held at Akola, on
India. g . . , -1 19th December 1897.
4327 » . » " » Premsukdas Mar] Marwadi. | Agent to a Sowkar ... o
wadi_o . .‘ ! 7
428 - » ” » Yeghwant Ram-|Maharastra ‘Banker, Jalgaon, Dis- »
chandra. Brabmin, trict Akola.
429 »n » » oy Gopal Glneﬂh v 2 1Y ‘: "
430 | ~ w ~— |~-sr—— 5 Raibhan "Nathu}i) Kuubi. |Landbolder and Mo- n
, - R _neylender,  Man- :
chanpur, Taluk
Akot.
431 » " » ,» Nansukdas GI)I:ul- Marwadi, | Banker and Merchant,] w0
: das,. i Khamgaon, '
432 n . n . 5 Mshamad Haoif... M:lhome- Landholder, Patur . »
) r ‘ “n‘ & . : . .-
a3 o owo D w |  Mabamad Torebim] - doo e
434 » " I | . Ahmadkhan walad} " ; {indholder, Mebkar... o ”
. Husenkhan,. . .
435 » » L ".M‘lhakh‘n : :'- %WMM- --, ) T i
. . o ‘—“'ﬁ—‘——'—\_______ . : I -_‘.
436 ” ne » ” Syed Altaf Hugen, no - meoo. T . )
437 » T ‘- n Bhaikh Ahli)&d—-o. " ‘li a‘n o 'z-\-%
438 »n » » » Snrajuddi;.\ . ”» » » :
§39 " » o |1 Syed Kiéid - . | Landholder, Patur- v.. » i
440 i u n- 1w Mahamed Ali' ., T e “' »
441 ”» » n -1y Abdul Allima n . "
442 " 1] n | w» Mahamad Mulﬁl'.. " - ) ) "
4‘3 » L1 e : .l' ”l ‘Mal—l;m‘ﬂd- Yl;k_u—b. . » oon -
444 D n L PRSI § 5 JOh&l‘ Mah&ma&-.. ' ') o B R __' - 3 - _-
445 h n _ ;1 » zainnﬂ&buddin vy U | » ”» *
M8 w | » | w | MusshiRojuddin i | Laudholder, Akbla w.. WL
4T o n v M Baghnnntifﬁbﬂpd! Maharastra N "
: o - PDa e e Bl‘ahm']n‘l L -
481 a1 u w | o Vasudeo Yesgh! " Munim, Khamgaon ... "
1. want Samudra, | A ‘
49 u | \\.. " Shamjal Ulurdu‘ Jain, Banker, Khamgadh - »
450 n » » » Pr_emqul:-das -h&w Manmdj,ﬁ g v - ot
g thi, | ' :
e :
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466

din,
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2l8s E e i!;l_eqtgml gates, with Honorary |gion, Deno{  Occupation and How aod When
81578 5 ¢35 |Divigion.}  Titles, Scholastic | mination Address. . Blected.
Zl8 8 . Degrees, otc. and Caste.
Govern- | Berar. | Akola. | Mr, Rodgers .ya ... Awmerican | Manager, Bchool off At a public moeting
ment of * - . ] Christian. | Industry, Akola. held at Akola,
India. on 19th December
1897,
452 | » " » » Narayan R a m-|Maharastra| Watandar and Jagir- "
chandra Desh-| Brahmin. | dar, Balapur.
pande,
4531 » I » Vioayak Moresh.| _,,  |Landholder and Mo- "
: war, neylender, Telhara
454 ”» » ” » G‘ng‘dh&rml ” ” ”
. Joshl,
455 - » " »» Raoji Janu Mali.j Kunbi La'?‘cilkzirlder, Barei o
8561 » ” » » Bhagwan Ude| Landholder, Tiwasa ... "
bhan, :
. 457 ’., ”» » ’ » Zingo sﬂkhmmuo » La“dholder, B a r‘. i "”
I Takli,
458 m e | w " ,, Motiram  Kisan-| . Hindu. |Landholder, Money- "’
- - sing. lender & Merchant, -
- . Ghusar,
259 | u ~w— "5 |- Qotusing Dagadu- ”» »” "
- . sing. | | - -
- 4601 » » " ,» Eknath Atmaram.] Sonar. {Goldsmith, Akols .. "
461 ”» » ” " Prithwiraj ors| Marwadi, | Sawkar, Akols - »
62| » » " ,» Dhondu M o r e-{Maharastra | Secretary, New Gin- "
" shwar Hiogwe. |, Brahmin, ning Co., Akot.
- " ,» Japardan - Abaji Secretary, Native
6] » * Mahajsn. o Cotton G, P. and 8. ®
| Co., Akola,
464 ” " » V:shwam.th Sada- ” Pleader, Khamgaon ... it
"shiv.
" " " ,, Gulam A hmad| Mahome- Moneylender, Mehkar. »
walad Pyar dan
Mahamead.
» " " ,, Laxmidas Mahidas| Marwadi. ,} Banker and Merchant, ”
' Ehamgaon.
467 t n: n ” Bachulal Govindl&l Hi]ldu. Bmhr’ Ak(ﬂl " i
68| . " p  Jogannath Jitwal.| Marwsdi, | Baoker and Merchant, "
' 469 . Mahamad A 11i| Mahowe- | Merchant, Patar ... ”
” " * Saheb. i dao.
470 » ) ”» Munshi Nizamud-} . ” » "
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: - Mahome- | Merch t,;P tar .. At o public mestin
471 Gove:n} Berar. | Akola. Mr..galflkhan Souda k d::.: erchan :a hold T at AL olag,
?83;' o on 19th December
ndis. - - 1897,
e2¢ , | » | » | »lelkhan Rohao{ , | Landholder, Patur ... "
- khan, ' - :
473 » » 5 Munshi Abuta.bha n » ” .
g —Jagirdar, — . ‘
e o | » | . |Me Vihobs Ramj| Hinde. |Landholder, Mahal ~ '~ .
, Patil, gaon, : .
467 » w » Rashiuddin Jagir Mahome- | Jagirdar, Patur s »
. darc ) dlnc- .- N —T .
476 » " . Nawab Mahamuddin] ,, » »
Saheb. N 7 -
77, » » Mr, Shaii;h Chhotn| -, Morchant and Lend-| - »
bhat. : holder, Patur, L
LY N » » » Krishnaji Dinkar| Maharastral Landhdlder, Balapur. -
. Deshpande, B.o. | Brahmin, |
a-( » ” » Bhawani  Sakha Wani.. | Sawkar, Deodhari, ... »
480 » » » BaburaoHari Patil| Kunbi, Léndbolder,—-&rru‘ii‘:-——.-.-_» _
1 -o-| - Bekli, '
#1] " » | »Maruti Soma oo W »
Patil. °
82| " . » Parasharam Dar-| " » »
yﬂji- ] ' 3 - .,
483 » n » » Gﬂnu Rmﬁ *a o " _ ” N . »
84, » w » Raoji Vikramji ... . ” »
485 » w._ | » Sadashiv Harbaji. " » »
436 » = » » Gana Naragan ... - " ”
87| . » » » Shiviam Sakh a " ' ” »
ram, .
881 . » " » Atmaram [, g 2 - ’ »
manji, -
489 » ” » ”» Gﬂnpﬂt Ramji Zod, »» ” - »
‘90 » » » (1} ango ’ S&d&ﬂhiv » ” ]
Patil. ‘
491 " P .
» » » b:msharamV_ntho— » . .| landholder, Chaugaon »
top} N : 1.
n " » APPaJl Vyanka- Mahanstra_. »

buji Sakharam,

tesh, Agent to Ba.| B

Brahmin,

Landholder & Banker..
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S $ |Mectoral| gates, with Honorary igion, Deno- i
8 3 © E En':S Divigion. | ~ Titles, Scholastio d gminutieo: OBBX 3:::;:.““1 Ho"Elne‘::%eghen
A S| © Degrees, ste. | and Caste. :
493 | Govern-{ Berar.. | Akola. | Mr. Savatram R am.| Marwadi. [ Landholder ... At & publio meeting
. ment of ' prasad i
India.: , . 5 old at Akola,
. , on 19th Decembor
} C i 1897,
4938 | . » E » ” » Ramrao Nagorao..|Maharastral Landholder & Money- "
{ : Brahmin, | lender.
495 LI ! » ~» Ramdhan Brijraj..| Marwadi. | Moneylender e -
t ! .
496 » | —ay— ;|- Ellich- | ,, Kbnshalrao Nara-Mahurastra| Pleader, District Court At a public meeting
pur, |- —-yanrao -Pangarkar,| Brahmin, and Landholder,| beld at Ellichpur, on
B.A,, LB, - Ellichpur, 5th Decomber 1897.
\ - . _ Also by the Berar
- Sarvajanikn  Habhs,
- on 14th December
' 18917.
437 " " “ ,» Purashottam Bhag- " Inamdur and Deshpan- ”
Eantrao Deshpan- de, Ellichpus.
e. -
498 » . » » Vyankatrae Han- » Jagirdar and  Desh- "
- | mantrac D e 8 b- mukh, Ellichpur,
\ mukh, "
499 » 1' " » ,» Ganesh  Nagesh| District Court Pleader, "
Sahasrabudhe. Ellichpur, !
500 » " " ;» Narayasn Ram - " Secretary, Civil Station "
chandra Gadhikar.. Munioipslity, an d
T . District CoartPlead-
N I ez, Eilichpar.
I TR i SR .
* 50t ”» L » ,» Natharrao Bhag- ” Inswdar and Desh- »
] wentrao Deah- psude, Ellichpar,
pande,
502 » 1 " " ,» Vitthal Porushot- " Moneylender s o d "
1 tam (anorkar, Laadholder, Darya-
] pul‘. B -
508 ! Y " ,» Ramrao Sadashiv| . Landholder, Ellichpur "
i Sadhua. Gity.
. Yeshwaotrao Nar- Moneylender  and| At a public _mesting
504 » o » ? ay?n ‘;)a;h;:nd:,r ? Lanydholder, Apjan-] held st Ellichpur,
gaon. ou &5th December
1897.
\ .
505 . " ,, Vasudeo Krishoa| Krishna- | Diatrict Court Pleader, n
K i ' D.'nge_ plklhi. Ei].icb[)lll.
506 ! ,, Pralhadrao VitthalMaharastrs Landholder and n
" - " Deshpande. Brahmin, | Moneylender,  An-
Jangaoh,
., B Mahadeo District Court Pleader,
507 » ” ” » P:Eg;:? ”» Ellichpur. »
dhar Narsa- Pleader, Civil Court, "
508 i1} n ” Gaugﬂ ars: ” D&ry&puh
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- o
-| Beran | Eitich- | Mr. Rajaram walad Vil Kunbi. |Landholder and|At a public meeting
.509 E::;zrgf e p\fr. ’ gﬁ;}ba. - Moneylender, pr-r held at Ellichpur,
India. ler, District Ellich- 21819751;11 December
o pur. - .
510 " " ,, Harmantrao Ram:} Maratha, { La ndholder andj »
. 80 Deshmukh, : Moneylender, DPar-
_ yapur,
S| o, » » ,» Balkrishna  Ram-|Maharastra| Pleader, Civil Court, »
' chandra Oke. | Brahmin. | Daryapur, . - . | .
nzy| » " ,, Govind S onaji| Maratha, | Inamdar and~ Land- »
Deshmukh. . : holder, Shivar,
_—-—‘L’r—f—ﬂ_'
513 » ” ™ i » mchandra Gams- Kunbi.._ _Landholder, Hingm "
laji. (_}ovindgq.on. -
e |, » » » Gopeshpari  Lax-f Hindn | Moneylender and "
manpuri Gosawi.' | Gosawi, | Landholder, Kakda.
5151 » » » vaman Balvant.,,] Hindu, |Landholder, Singna. »
‘ pur, ‘ ]
b1 0 n " » Zangoji walad| Eunbi, |Lsudholder, Gavar- »
hrawanji. khed,
517 n Bhagwansa Ruk-] Lada, Moueyl ] )
» - » 8 § ylender “and ’
habsa Sawkar, Landholder, Ellich- '
pur, - .
518 » n » » Sakhatam Mukajil Kunbi, Monej!enﬂ'er " and "
Rauta,. ! Landholder, Chan-
7 <71 dur Bazar)— 1 -~
fla n ., » Mahadeo waladj Landholder and »
Kondaji Patil, Moneylender, Bhu-
: - gaom, S
520 ] ; : ‘
» » » » Narayau Lsxman[Maharastra| Moneylender- and »
Gaoorkar. | Brahmin, | Landholder, Darya-
. pur, T
521 .
» » n n Muﬂslal Hukum- Agarwa.!a. Mercha.nt, Ellichpur n
chan Cantonment.
522
» » n » Deorao Nagorso...| Kunbi, Landholder, Kolha ... »
523 ‘n - ’ “ -
» n » Harharrao  Ma-Maharastra Jagirdar and Desh-
dhaorao Degh- Brahmin. | mukh, Ellichpur xY
- mukh, City. .
n e " » ghampalal Motilal| Agarwala, | Merchant and Money-| - »
awkar, " lender, Paratwada,
525 » » > 3
n " SallltOku'am Chaut- n Moneylender and ]
mal, Landholder, Singna-
se| ) ' pur,
. n " gopﬂfl AnnajiMaharastrs Moneylender and "
araf, . Brahmin, | Landholder, Parat-
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527 | Govern- | Berar. |Ellichpur.| Mr. Shivnarayan Jaw-[ Agarwala. | Monsylend i i
. ylender & und| At a public meetin
mﬁzﬁaiof harmal, : Landholder, Wad~] held I;t Ellichpur, og
& nergangai, 5th Decomber 1397,
52| » _ |.» ~fem - | o Rojaram Remrao.| Kunbi " "
529 ” ” ”» ” Bajimo Tukaramji. ”» Landhol dsrnnd "
Moneylender, Kol
1 ha.
530 o T " ,» Ramchaodra In-| Agarwala, [Landholderand "
draraj. Moneylender, Elii-
ohpur,
17 n " » Harlal Ramsuk ...| Moneylender  an d »
. Laadholder, Kokarda,
532 w » " »» Chunnilal Shivbu-| Eayastha. | Moneylender, Ellich- "
kharai. . pur City,
533 » " » » Balvant Rao  ...[Maharastra | Ellichpur City e 0
. \ Brahmin.
584 | u " » » Ramdin Shaligram.| Pardesi. | Moneylender and "
Landholder, Chend-
o kapur, .
535 » » » ,» Chimanlal Gulab-| Mahesari, | Moneylender and »
' chand. » Laudholder, Wano-
8.
536 » » » ,, Shamrao Ganga-| EKunbi Moneylender sand "
¢ gal. Landholder, Talwel.
B37T| » » » ,» Daolatsing Nara-| Rajput. |Moneylender and "
) ) yansing. Landholder, Darys-
pur.
538 » ” ” ” Govind Sitaram| Hicdu, Ed i_tﬂ " Prabhl.t," ”
Rabdi. Ellichpur,
,, Shripad  Bhaskar| Maharastra Moneylender and )
539 " » . Damll)e. Brahmwin, Landbolder, Parat- ’
wads,
N Pleader, Ijardar and| At s public meeting
b0} » " Wan. | » g{:};ﬁl Arayam . ow MunicipalSecretary,| held at Yeotmal, on
Yeotmnli. 5th December 1897,
Also by the Berar
Barvajanika Sabha,
on 12th December
1897,
d ; Pleader, ljardsr and| At s public meetin
B1| " ' » g;,:;{h‘ﬁ’umﬁe’ g maicipal Vioel held at Yeotmal, on
BA, LLE | Chairman, Yeotmal] 5th December 1397,
" By the Bombay Pre-
sidency Association,
on 13th December
1897. Also at a
public meeting held
at Batars, on 10th
. December 1897,
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= ™ a =
- m- | Bersr. | Wun, |Mr. Laxman Chinta-Mabarastra | Pleader and Jjardar,| At a public .meeting
542 gﬁ‘fz of e | -man Bapat, Brabmin. Yeotmal held, at Yeotmal, on
India. - 5th December 189T
543 ” »' | » Rewthendma R, [Plader, Yarday Muni - .,
gunath Bapat, cipal Commissioner
and Member, Dis-
trict Board, Yeotmal,
5441 ,, » " » Baliram.  Raghao| ,, Plender, Landholder; — ' »
Sastikar, gnd Municipal Com-
" missioner, Yeotmal.
545 . » ,» Sadashiv Moresh- » Pleader and I]nrdar "
war Deo, Yeotmal,
56 " " » | » Yeshwant Deorso] Wani, | Jagirdar and Ijardar) »
Deshmukh. eshmukh, Parwa,
| Talak Kelapur,
1| . “» » » Vyankatesh Koner|Mabarastra| Sawkar, Ijardar and -
Bhedi. - Brahmin, { Member,  District i
. Board, Wun. :
s8 W | » » Bbojanaik Ramu-| Banjari, | Ijardar, Yawali Kare- »
naik, gaon, Taluk Yeotmal.
CELH B » » ~ ,» Krishnarao Gan| Wani. IJardar and Jagirdar, »
patrao Deshmukh. " Parwa, Taluk Keia-
: - 2 .
550 P —n » » Balvant Ramchan-{Maharastrs Ijardar and Land{. " '
. . dra Landge, Brahwin. | * holder, Yeotmal. .-
B w » ” » Keshao "Rajaram Komntt Tjardar and Sawkar| =
*  Komati, - Borgaon, Taluk ‘
Darwah, ‘o
852 - »” » » Hnn Vitthal Su-{Mabarastra| Ijardar, lensa, Taluk ”
bhedar. Brahmin. { = Yeotmal, | _
3531 o " ». | » Sadoshiv Anandrao| Maratha.” Member, District Board - »
Deshmukh. . : Yeo: m_d_ o K2 ‘
il I S » » Ssmbhashiv Krish-| Wani. | [jardar and Sawkar ... »
na Kale. :
5361 » » » Ramchandra  Go-{Hindu Teli, Ijardar, Sonegnon »
vind Rinkar, 'l‘aluk Yeotmal,
64 » » » Bajirao Yeshwant.| Maraths. | Ijardar and Landd »
a0 Deshmukh. bo'der, Unri, Talul;
Dnrwah
L3
591 n » »» ” Pandumn Gﬂn- » ” -
patrao Deshmukh ”
558 '
» » » » RamchandraRaja-| K i | T "
ram Komat J omati. | Ijardar, Darwah ...
559 |
’ b n ” Bﬂlml‘ao Sambh - Wani 3
N chiv Dethomrn, 8 ani, | Ijardar, Kelapur .., »
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._560 (ioevlr‘e:::,} .-Berar. Wun. Mr.gqu;\l;ayan R am u| Baojari. |Ijardar, Yeotmal ..[At a public moating
India AL, held at Yastmal, ea
. 5th December 1837,
561 " " » — 1 » Msrati Undraji ...] Sonar, | Sawkar, Watkhed, "
- Taluk Yeotmal,
562 » » " " Tukaram Diwaji...] Huobi. |ILinndhoelder and "
~~ ... | _Moneylender, Yeot-
. mll. ..
563 { » " » Maruti Bajirao] Hindu |Ijardar and Money- "
‘ Jaokar, Hatkar, lender, Kopra, Taluk
. Yeotmal, -
564 | . ” » ,» Anandrsp Amrit-| Maratha. | [jardar and Member, "
- Ao, Taluk Board, Yeot-
.-  mal
565 | o " » | » Atmeram  Ganesh|Maharastra| Trader, Yootmal ... ”
Mundle, Brahmin,
566 | , | =» T | » Dinkar - Krishna| Ijardar and Momber, "
N e e Desbmukh. District Board, Wua.
667 | » » " ,, Dadusing  Bonsjii Rajput. |Landholder, Yeotmal. -
Desbmukh, _
668 | - » » - ,» Yeshwant Pandu-{Maharastra " "
rang Deshpande. | Brahmin.
569 | - n Buldana,| ,, Vamar  Vyanka{ - | Priesthood, Malkapur..] At a publio meeting
tesh Joshi _ held at Malkapur,oa
19th December 1897,
570t ”» »” ., Harisa  Vishwa-| Vaishya. | Moneylender, Malka- ”
- —— nathsa. put.
sl . l-w | » | . Vishon Mahsdeo| Bomar. "
Sonar. o
572 » - - ,, Bormusji Palanjee| Parsee. i Merchant, Malkapur... "
575 " " r » Pestonji Manikji... ., o "
--57-4. " ey o .- A. Dadabhai ... » » "
T R . ,, Sitaram Maruti ..] Kunbi. | Mopeylender an d “
o ’ s 1" Landholder, Dha-
raogaon, Taluk Mal-
kapur.
 Shanksr Anand-Mabarsstra| Sawkar, Chikhii ../ At s public meeting
576 " » " ' raoail)e:;pan d'::n _ Bra?.lmin. beld at Buldans, on
Borskh 28rd December 1897,
. ,, Vishou Mahadeo ” Landholder, Borakhe- :
ST = " ’ Deshpaude. di, Taluk Chikhli, '
518 ) " L L Sh_l:ikrishns Chim- " Pleader, Buldana ... "
nsji Deshpande.
579 " " . ,» Annsji Bamchan- . " "

drs Pimprikar,
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580 | Govern- [ Berar, [Buldana.| Mr. Amrit: W ama n Maharastra| Sawkar, Boldana .| At a public mesting
ment of Dalal. Brahmin, | . . ' held st Buldana, -
Tudia. : . ~on 28rd Decsmber
. _ . p o 1897,
581 » ”n -n —-r .” ﬁ;hagggat S;kh:’- ‘ » | PlendeJaBulann_a bl 2”
2 1L B ' S B
582 » | - Vishnusa Balkrish] Vaishya. | Banker and Land| At a pub
" ’: ' ’ nasa Sawaji, bolder, Malkapur, heldgzl\}[l:l T)flihgg
) ‘ _ , 19thDecember 1897,
5831 ,, " " » Raoji’ Ra ghao|Maharastra | Pleader, Malkapur ... "
. Tagde. : Brahwin, _ )
584 » 1 ” u' g;ﬁse G opsa Il » - A n . o ”
585 » ” » n g:;e:l}: Waman . ’ ll — . . Bn—_ _
586 » n » » R::ln;:id:r H B r i R ‘_“____ __‘_4___"___1---..;\ _____"-'—""“_ _'_:‘—H———Tb
R . . i .'.' T . i
58T | . Wasadeo Bﬂaji_ - » {Do. Also by the
. 1mphkar. : - Berar  Barvajanika
i Babha, on 12th De-
o . cember 1897.
Ges » w | o» Chiug;nlal_. Nathv Ma.rwad;. Bonker and Land- At a - public meeting
) '} —mal, _ + - bolder, - . Jheld at Malkapar,
- L o on. 19th Decembar
_ } o 1897, .
&89 | » » » l(Ehulznn Abmad.| Mshome- | Laadholder, Pimpal-} At 5 General Com-
an Soudagar, dan, %a.on Ra._]a, Taluk| mittes’s meeting of
.. . : a.lapu;. =~ x|~ the Berar Patvas
. |.. janika Babha, held
on 12th December
e I — - 1891,
590 " n Bagim. | -, govmd MohnmralMaha.rastm Plea.dg;, Hingoli* ... At s public meeting
acdeo, Bmhmm ~ "L - held at Basim, on
¢ . 7 =1 . 19thDecember 1897,
LE L w |- w | w Yeshwant Vaman » _Pleader and Member| -~ ~
D:she District Board, Ba-d “w .. "™
. mm ‘-:' R . —
592 " ». ». ,,'lslleﬁharao Rghu- " Pleader, Basim " &_,;,‘
593 n » » » Vyankabesh Bal4 » . v \
zlmshna Deghpan-{ .~ " - ’
e. [ 1 f
594 | .
» p n . [v}:)nk'ilvag Ylﬂhn‘lf n n . tey u,
9 : : Moo
§95 n » » n gilik:l;hnh (Bnm.jl_ “n : MOIJ_IBJ?_I_SDCIST! _Pasgim, v -
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596 | Govern. Berar-- ;;m.ﬂrh—d -Chi sor Tri Mahnr; " l

= . . | Mr. Chimaorao  Trim- atra| Landholder, Risod,;At a publio waeeti
“ie‘:l'f of . bak Pande, Brahmin, Taluk Basim. huldp ntl Ba nei Inl:K,
Andia, B . on 19th Docember
- - 1397,

591 W | » w * | » Beharilal Haribba-| Marwadi. | Bapker, Risod, Taluk "

_ - gat, Basim. .

- 598 V‘ u_. 1 ” ) » Fannka:::ﬁm Shan- MBarl;?:;Ega Jlgil'd“, Basim [T n
~5%9 | Contral Nagpur, | Nagpur. [ L a1 Bhagiratha| ~ Hindu | Itwari D N

ntr . | Nagpur. [Lala agiratha indu | Itwari Darwaja, | A i i
.. | Provin- Prasad, 8.4 Kalar, pur. nas T8 the.ldp::.) III\? B T;ﬁ?',ugg
ces 11th December139T,
Also at a public
moeting held at Bi-
laspur, on 4th De-

-- cember 1897,

600 " w - |Mr. Chintaman Harif Vedic | Agent to Gopalrao] At a public meotin
L " Marathe, Brahmin, uti, Nagpur, heldp at Nagpug
\ e _ 1 : on 11th Decomwber
3 . ' 1897,

oL | _, » » ,, Waman Gopal Jo-[Maharastra{ Editor, * Deahasevak,”, -

3 ¢ shi, B.A. Brahmin, | apd Head Master,

4 Sitabaldi High

- *.\ . . School, Nagpur.
~602 | ., . " , Kesthao Gopal " Principal and Profes- -

. e " Tamhan, u.a. sor, Morris Collegs,
- TTT— | — - ] - Nagpur.
603 | ', 3 T Rao Sahel_: Balvantrao - Pleader, Nagpur "
N | w | Mahajan,
604} " " Rao Saheb Keshso| Pensioned Extra Assist- "
. i . N Shivaram Bhawal- ant Commissioner,
: kar. v Sitabuldi, Nagpur.
651 . . Mr. Sadashiv Vishou Teacher, . Sitabuldi
o * v Paranspe, B.A. g Aided School, N ug-r "
- pur. )
o : - ,» Mahadeo Krishna : Pleader and Editor,
606 | w " " Padhye, B.A., BL.| “Deshanevak,” "
- Nagpur,
: , Hari Mahadeo Editor,  “ Vividba-
607 ”» 2] » ’ Pandit, n dnys navistars andl "
Deput Manager,
Bhons Estate,
Nagpur.
. , Narayan  Ballal , Landholder and
. 608 ” ” ] ' Chiplllllkll'. » Bauker , cars of »
H. M. Pandit, Esq., y
,_,.-—*""7 Nagpur' 7
609 » . » ” Keshan Vinayakl o, Hec‘g, %:;:::i:,," g::! n

. Joshi, B.A.

pur.

-
-3
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tral | Nagpur. | Nagour. | Mr, Amrit  LsxzmanMaharasiza Plénder; Nagpur:: - ... At 8 public meeting
’610 g::v;:-' ) e Dighe, m a., B.L. | Brahmin, : : held at Nagpar,
ces, . J_on 11th December
. 1897.
3 - ’ -
11 - ‘ ‘Ganesh Wasndeo| Contraotor, G. I, P, R, ,
§ ” » " Sane. ” | " and Cloth Merchant, )
.~ - i Jubbalpore, _
612 . " " -y Laxman  Dajiba . Medical Practitioner,| =~ -~~~ o —
Gadre, B.A, LM} - - Nagpar. - -
&s. '
613 » | » w | » Vishnu Mabadeo| © ,,  |Teacher, “Hislop -
Jakatdar, p.a. College,” Nagpur:
§18] n " » | Mrs, Talsabai Bhishma| Nagpur - ,,
615 » » " Mr. Raoji Kashinath - Pleader, Nagpur ... - "
(okhale, _ .
818 » " ‘- Raja Naolojirao Saheb| Maratha. Raisﬁ and. Landholder; »
ujar. . . Nagpur, .
61T | n o |~ I Mr. Baparao D'_Eld—ﬁ,hgal;afastra Pleader, Nagpur - Lo -
M.A, Brahmin, 7 -« - : .
618 » » ”» Govind Megha- oy ”» 2
’ " sham Badkas.eg - B
69 " » » Rajaram Sitaram| . . LContractor, Sitabuldif 77T
. . D]xlt. . .Nagpur': ——— R
6201 » SO » » Priyasth Muko-| Bengali | Profeesor, “Morris Col-| Do. ~Also st a public——
padhyaya, .4, | Brabmin, } lege,” Nagpur. meeting held at Na-
- : dia Krishnagar, on
‘ o * 7th December 1897.
621 » n " m »» Ghenasham Lax [Maharastra Landholder and 'Ma.l- Af s 'pt;b]ic meeting
man Leuskar, 8.4, Brabmin. | guzar, Nagpur, held at Nagpur,
o " on 11th. December
- 1897,
622 »  |Wardhe.| ,, Hari Waman Kel{ ,, . | Pleader, Wardha . .| At & public mesting
- ‘ kar, B.a., LB, 1= : - “held at Wardha,
s ' on 24th December
. 1897,
63| » » » Damodar Nilkaoth| ,, .
have, B.A, LI B. :
6\24 » » » » Keshaorao Maha- » " »
. - deo Kawale,
626 I n s ; Pl;ushotta -Vi- } . TS -
\\ ) b thal Gole. m 1 i13 Plender, Aml'-- LT "
625 ”\ » ”» » E&Tﬁlsll)l:t:nm Ga.- _ Pleader’ W&l‘dh& . .
637 . .
» N » Narayan Keshao » | Landholder, Wardha... "
! Kawala, <
. ‘ - .
{ —




xXxxvii

jo— """. .3
2|19 8| 7, Names in full of Dele- [R i
2 & g - [Race, Reli- N
+ 3183581 g5 |[Blectoral | gates, with H ion, Deno- i
5|E5E | BE. Division. | “Title, Scholsstio” [mipation | aviewn 0 | e hen
2 3 B8 5 ination Address, Eleoted
% | & e ° egrpes, ete. and Caste. )
" $28 | Central [ Nagpur. [Wardha, | Mr. Vinayak Madhao-{Mah ‘
ral . | Mr., - [Maharastra | Malguzar and Bauker,| At i i
Prcc;:n a0 Deshmukh, Brahmin. | Wardha, e hanld E:h\lvwn ??ﬂuag,
on 24th December
. 1891,
€9 «» [ = " » Daji Jairam Pam , Pleader and Vice-pre "
. de, B.A,, B.L, sident, Muuoicipality,

- R . ) Wardha.

T 630 T ” Ashti ;, Raghuwath Ko - Landholder,  Banker| At a public meetio

' R Dl:-firkl;? shso Deshpande, " and Malguzar, Ash-| beld put Ashti, Og
ardha,) ti, 21at December 1897,

631 ” » n " gxlllﬁn:fihe Keshm " Malgum"’ Aahti L1 1]

pa .
632 » ” - » Murhari Ambadas " Malguzar and Jamedar, "
- Deshpande. - - Ashti.
6338 | |- . o _1_, Laxmap Rajaram ” Mslguzar and Laud- "
o Atre, B.A, holder, Ashti,
—_— -
%34 . ~ N U N s Ambades Atma- o Memb_er, Local Board, ”
- . ram Deshpande. Arvi ; Mdlguzar and
R Banker, Ashti,
635 » » » » ?ﬁ?ﬁuﬁgmym " Malgusar, Ashti .., "
6361w » - ,, Gopal Hiralall Chbatare { Malguzar, Sawkar and "
Chhatarpure. pure Bania.| Bunker, Aahti.
637 2 » Cbanda.| ,, Baliram Narayan Mahnm'gtm Pleader and Land-| At a public meeting
Deshmukh, - B.A.,| Brabmin. holder, Cbanda. held at Chanda, ou
I 18th December 1397,
638 " “ " ,, Bamsilal Ganpat-| Hinda Landholder and The- "
lal, Khatti, kedar, Chanda,
639 " " » ,, Ramcbandra Ra-/Maharastra| Pleader, Landholder "
ghunath Bobde. Brahmin, and Secretary, Muni-
cipality, Charda,
64 : |, Krishnarso Atma{ ,, |Loodholder, Malgusan “
0 " " ' " ram Deshpande. and  Watandar,
Mool, Chanda,

641 " " Raja | Pandit Bhagwandatts, Brahmin. | Manager, * Balaram| At a public meeting
Nand- Serotia, . Press,” Raj Nand-{ held at Raj Nnuod-
gaon. | gaon, District Rai- gnon,on 5th Decem-

por, er 1897,
P , ., , Pandit Bidhata Prasad ”» Merclant, Raj Nand- "
. Sharma. ) . gaon.
| Pandit Bhawani Shan- Eankabj | Zamindar snd Mer-| At a public meeting
643 " ) .SNIgor azllf. Brahmin{ chant, Baugor, held at Baugor, on
5th December 1897,
| .1 Mr. Nagorso Mankar..| Kanbi. |Malguzar, Paradsinga, At s public maetig of
644 ” ” ’11‘:{;?1:31. f. Nago 8 Dlg:uict Nagpur. the Katol Loks
8abha, beld on 21s¢
December 1897,
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645 [ Contral Nagpur. | Katol | Mr. Manik Nagorao| Eunbi, Malguza.r Paradsinga, AE a l];mblm meetmg
Provin- | . Tahsil, | - Maokar, ! District Na.gpur “of the Katol Loka
Py . ] S Sabba, held on 21st
( , i December 1897.
S . Also at a publie
_ meeting held - at
S . ~Amraoti, on 19th
‘ " - ‘.\ o [N L. December 1897
6161 . " EKhan- | -, Meti Bulp,sl, BA..| Wani, |Lifé Member of the|At a pubhc meetmg
: dwa. Loat Deccan  Education] h e ld at Ehandws, -
! ‘ Society and Teacher,| on. 24th December
. C o )' %Iew Enghshschool -1897.
: . oous. ,
647 -y, w - | Betul. | ,, Ramchandra Ba.- Bengali Iumdho]der, Betul .| At j public meetmg
. patjee. Brahmin, - | “held at Betul, on 19tk
N - f December 1897.
648 | ., » » | 5 Bhimraj" = Chau-| Marwadi |Trader and Muk 'iiar, . o .
dhari, . Benia, |- Badour, Zil ’ - e
‘ . ] e Betul, . . -- 29 e 7
649 | Panjaub.| Lahore.!| Lahore. | Bakshi Jaisi Ram...... Punjabi PIeadmef Gonrf 'é-; & rublic ‘meeting
. ' Hindu—| Pun,]a.ub Anarkalil Teld at Lahore,
. Mahajan |« Street, La.hore. N oa 12th December.
A - Bakshl. i \1897
650 |N. W. P.iLucknow.| Luck- | Munsli Ganga Prdsad Khatﬂ. , Prdpnetor u The Ad.| At a public mesting of
‘| and - now. | .-Varma, - . .vocate” and Muni-{-—the Rifsh-i-Am. As-
Oudb, - cipsi Commissioner, sociation, held on
- Lugknow. s - 20th December 1897.
651 " » Pandit Sham Narayan. Brahn;ix_l'.; Zamindar snd Muni.|” HE
‘ : cipal Commissioner, 1
‘ o T Luanow. ' !
52| . " w  |Pendit Bishan Na-- , .:. |Lawlectarer and o
rayan Dar,- - . .t | _Municipal Commis-| ..
. . ‘. “sioner, ucknow .
653 IN. W. P. Alglgii- A;I;}m- Pandit Balkrlshna " Professor, ‘Sapskrit At & public_meeting
.| ba X Bhatta. . - Kayssihs  Patha-| of ¢ Eayastha
[ - _shala, Allahabad. * Pathashala, held on
. ) . | 11th December 1897.
o) " w | Pandit Madan_Mohan| =, High Court Plesder .
Mﬂ-lmya B.A.,LLB| a:gSecretgry,S%and-
ing Congress. Com-| "
, ( mittee,” Allahabad,
655 » " » Pmll‘dlt Deokinandan| " JEdito p, e Natya-|-At & public _meeting
iwart, . _Patra,” Allghabad, held on 18th Decem-
e C - ber 1897,
656 H . N 5 o
" " » Pandit Laxmi Na- "o Trader, Allahabad ... "
rayan, ' . , .
657 i
» n | Aligarh, | Kayastha, At s publio mesting,

held at Aligarh,
on 20th December

1897,
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658 N. W.P. Allala(llm- Gorakh- | Mr. A, Nuudy «vd| Christian, | Barrister-at-law, Go-| At a public meeting
. . bad. pur. rekhpur, held at Gorakhpur,
— . on 218t Dacember
1897. Also by the
Indinn Association,
Coloutta, on 20th
o : November 1897.
659 " Benares. | Benares. | Babu Jugul Kishore..,{ Hindu |Zsmindar and Bauker, At a publis meeting
: : Khatri. Benares, held at Bouares, nn
_ 5th December 1897,
660 | Bengal. {Calentta. [Northern| Mr. W, C. Bonnerjee.. Bengali | Barrister-at-law _andf At a meating of the
- Metropo- Brahmin, | Advocate, Highl Committes of tha
litan Court, Caloutts. Narthern Metropoli.
Flectoral tan Floctoral Divi-
Division. gion, hald oo’ 2ird
: December 1897, .
661 ar » " Babu Suresh Okaudra|—Hiudu |Journaliss, - Rditor, - "
Samajpati, Brahwin. “ Sahitys,” 50,
N - ~ - Huny Ghose's
. Street, Caleuttn,
' - - Dr, Nilaratan Sarcar,| Brahmo. | Medica! Practitioner{ Do. Also by the
—— M.A., M.D. and PFellow, Calcutta] Indian Assaciation,
——e University, 61, Har-|  Caleutta, oo 20th
rison Road, Calcutta,] November 1897,
, Also by the people
of Diamond lar-
. bour.
. 663 " - " Babu Bhupendra Nath] Hindu | Attorney-at-law, Fel-| At a meeting of the
' Basu, M.4., B.L. | Koyastha. low, Caloutta Uni-| Northarn M. Elec-
: versity and Munici- toral Division, held
i o ~""—s-...__,_______l pal Commissioner,| oOn 28rd December
A1 —_— 14, Balaram Ghose's| —1897.
—_ : e | T Btreot, Calcutta. ]
—~G6d ]l - " British | Mr. 7, Ghosal ~1—Mindn | Zamindar, Honorary| At 8 meeting of the
Indian Bengali Presidency Magis-|  British Iodian - Au.
Associa- Brahmin. trate aud Municipal| socistion, heid on
tion, . Commissioner, Cal-{ 18thDecember
cotts,  Secretary,| 1897 ; at & meeting
- Government Bethuns| of the Irogressive
Famale Collegs, 23, Uaion, held on 17th
e e -- Baligiinge, Ciroularqf Vecomber 1897 ;
-t Road, Calcuita, and nlso at 5 meet-
) _ ing of the Chander-
nagore Asmociation,
held on 19th Decem-
] A ber 1897, ]
. T ‘ Hon'ble Babul " Member, Legislativel At & meoting of the
e m  [Calentta. theurendrn Nath Ba- Council ; “Professor,| ~ Cslcutta — Progros.
perjea, Ripon Colloge; sive Union, held on
Honorary agis-] 17thDecember
trate, Municipal] 1897,
i Commissioner,Chair-
man, N or t h Bar-
rakpora Municipa-
lity, Editor, “ The
Beugalee,” sand
Becrotary, lndian e
Assaciation, 33,
Neogipukar, Eastf ~
Lane, Taltoliah,
Calcutts,
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* 666 | Bengal. [Calcutta. [Calcutta. ! Dr.  Mohini 'Moha.n} ‘Bishmo. | Physician and” Sur- Aﬁ a méetmg ef the
! Bose, M.p,, LRCP) ;- " geo, Honorary Ma-| . - Indian’ Associstion,
' (Bdin.) - i gistrate aud Zsmin-{r"held ton‘?oﬂrNo-
: dar; 64/2,, Raj a‘ vember
, ' ' ‘Bazar, ‘Harrison i '
. i Road’ PO (AR E ?
1 , : - 1. outta. W
7 - _— | Mr, Ja.txndra Moha.n Bengali - Manufacturmg Par-' o
B¢ ’ "J v Bose. - Brahmin, fumer, : 68, Bow|" "~ -
- ) : - |- Bazar Street, Ga.l ;
\ ' 1 - . . uttsl ., Lo b
” R T Pnthwxs Chandm Hindu } Zamiodar- and Axthar, Do’f‘ 8 o 'by th e
668 U | ” ; Roy. Knysstha. 85/2, Beaden Sh'eet f‘[ Division; .
‘ _ i - o~ Caleutta, on 231'& “December
N _ L i ‘ - _ v 1897 Also at a
M e e L B R LA SRR | pubhé;meetmg held"
‘ v . R . T - Faradpur,on 20th-
1. ‘ . ‘ Also the Calcutts,
N g ! - . -;-;»--- -*‘t . —t—— Btan lng CDDgl‘BES
: e ; e T 71t Commyttes. N
[ . , 1. ) L | H . ! by . * ~
‘ " . ", J. Chaudhari, m.a. Ben ali Barnster-at-law, 8, At am etmg of the
66? R l, ’ ' ' Bxahgnu. HastingsBtreet, i Calcotta Progressive
| balcutta 1 Unionj held on 17th’
! . ~ - j: Decentber 1897..
. : - e Also by the.. Pabnn
- : e e o * T | ! peup_e___ R
670 .. » . | mw:| . |Bsbu Hirendras Nath| Bengali Atborney—a.t-la.w,—-;ﬂ:l-.ﬁ#«wﬁecumve Com— '
1 .t .1-" -| Dutt, . . K —oubbor————— . J"ﬁ:lllm d’meehn Tp_;
T r—— : - ‘ e Iodian Relie
! = b e i
L ' ' , B . _J_—-—-:'f H ! Bociety, held on 171;11
T ‘ ‘ + December 1897. ‘
n N : 1. . . . . ."- o i ' . ﬁ X
87L » » - " Babu Amrit Krishna -%,, Plender, Calontts . 5.4 : U v S
. Mull:ck,BnAB.L. - E ) B o
6ia| » " . Bnbll Motl Lal {Ghoss.. ba, Editor, " Amrit Bazar s ,;;.. sl
B ma T = A-—_——--’---{*-"\._«__Mka._'i Caleatta.f ~ 7| -
63| » » - Knshna, Kumar Bn';hmo Editor, * Sanpvam At a ng of the
‘ 1hm, B! . 6, College Square ufe Association,
_ [— . i Galcutt& held pn: 20th No-:
‘ R . - . vembef 1897.- -~
€4l » Murshi- | Berham-| Babu " Boikunt: Nath Hindu * -Yak:] Zam:ndat end At a *public meetnhg,
dabad, | pur Sen, M.A.}B.L; Vaidya. Honorary ‘Magis-] held on 29th- No-
N U s 1 trate, Berhampur, vomber 1897, -Also
oo : , 'atsmeenng of the
L - vt ' Murshidabad Asso-
' "cintion, held on
. : ; ‘18thDegcember
- . | | 1891
675 | = ». » Babu Hemendra Nath| h_,‘, Pleader and Zammdar, n .
- N Sen, B.A.,B.L. Berhnmpnr S ’ -
661 » . j-w “n_ |Babn Baidya Nath H&ndu Contractor, Berham- "
) | Sarcar, Kaysstha. { - pur. o
= N - -




4+

Cxli

»

-

. a8 i
o E g g'_‘é | Names in full of Dele- |Race, Reli-
2 2 5 B g3 Electoral | gater, with Houdrary [gion, Dewe-|  Occupation sud How and When
Blg°s| s5. Division, | Titles, Scholastic | mination Address. Eleoted,
= | g é =B -‘-'-‘ Degrees, ste. and Caate, |-
877 | Bengal Raj- Rampur-| Babu Jatindra Mohan| Bengali Ple j e i i
. * shahy. |: Beau- Bagehi, M4, B.L.- Brahﬁxin. u.der, Ra_)_ahnhy Attﬁep?!lfjl:hl:}?et:l{ga:f
oo | leah ciation, hdd on
: 1 10thDecember
, ‘-__ “—’—__:-\ , - 18971
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