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INTRODUCTION. 

· THE Thirteenth Session of the Indian N ationa.l Cong~ess will long 
eontinue to be regarded as memorable in the history of political 'progress in 
this country. Held in a year of disasters, disheartening and dispiriting, 
amidst difficulties of the most . extraordina.ry kind, unprecedented in the 
annals ot the Congress, against an opposition from the officials as sudden 
and unexpected as it was unjustifiable and uncalled for, its success is au 
achievement of which the advocates of political reform have every reason 
to be proud. That success is not a mere indication of the individual energy 
imd resourcefulness of the small band of workers who la.boured for its 
accomplishment, but is a con.vincing proof of the strength of the Congress 
cause, the hold it has obta.ined ·over the country and the devotion felt for it 
cby whole ctasses of people. 

• • 
The year 1897 was a year of calamities to the Indian people. Famine, 

· pes.tilence, earthquake, floods, fires, war, political prosecutions, race-feeling, 
distrust-aU contributed to fill the cup of human misery to the brim. 
Even thE) prov~rbial Oriental Fatalism winced under the combined effect of 
these misfortunes, and.men asked each other what had this country done to 
deserve this heavy trial. 

. _When in December 1896, the Berar and Central Provinces Committees 
invited the congress to Amraoti, they and ,t.hose whose mouth-piece they 
werE! had no idea of the difficulties and trials in store for them. The grim 
specta.cle of famine sta.lking through the land was .:.~.ot absent from their 
minds; but they thought, and rightly so, that the pecuniary difficulties were 
not insurmounta.ble and ought to be overcome in the country's cause. And 
so far as the people of Berar were concerned, they fully came up to the 
expectations formed of them. Berar for ita size and population showed 
a . public _spirit, which deserves to be followed by many other parts 
of India. If the Central Provinces were not able to show the energy and 
the self-sacrifice which they did in 1891, and to· take the lead as they did 
on that occasion, it is not their fault but their misfortune. Three years of 
successive failures of crops culminating in famine had rendered the popula
tion utterly helpless. If at such a juncture they were able to raise a 

' substantia.} amount as coBtribution towards the expenses of the Congress, 
it was all the more creditable to them. Both in Berar a.nd. in the Central . -

_Provinces the men who gave munificent contributions for the Congress made 
large-grants towards the hundreds of thousands of tupees spent for the 
relief of their unfortunate brethren who were stan·ing from the famine. 

·The bubonic plague, the unfortunate Poona. murders and the sudden 
recrudescence of distrust and race animosities, which followed from them, 

.caused infinitely greater trouble and proved a source of infinitely greater 
• 
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anxiety than anything else. The dislike of the reform movement repre
sented by the Congress assumed from the time of the Poona occurrences a 
violent form. In the denllllciation and obloquy heaped on the qevoted 
heads of the educated classes, suggestions were freely made for putting a 
stop to the Congress and all political associations of the people of this 
country. They were, however, confined. to irresponsible writers in the 
Press. But when the plague re-appeared in Poona in September and 
assumed alarming proportions there, a high medical and sanitary officer a' 
Nagpur gravely proposed that on acconnt·of the exist~nce of the. plague in 
Poona and the places adjacent to it, the meeting of the Congress at Amraoti 
should be prohibited. A similar · suggestion was made to Mr. Lucas, the 
District Magistrate of Amraoti, but he scouted the notion of prohibition and 
supported the Secretary of the Reception Committee in his contention that 
precautionary measures of a general nature applicable to all should be. taken 
and no specially harsh restrictions should be imposed on people arriving for 
the Congress. Before, however, be could lay his suggestions and those of 
the Congress Committee before· his superiors, he went on leave. Ia the 
meanwhile the question of taking action in view of the coming meeting of 
the Congress went through another channel before the Resident at Hyder
abad, who is the head of the Berar Administration. The proposal before 
him was that, either the meeting of the Congress should be prohibited, or · 
that stringent quarantine regulations should be laid down and enforced. All 
this happened at the end of October. By that time the preparations for the 
Congress had made considerable progress. The contracts for the construc
tion of the Congress pavilion, residential quarters, offices and other struc
tures required, bad been given lbng before, and the actual construction itself 
had commenced. Food• furniture, lighting and all the thousand and one 
things required for the convenience and comfort of the delegates had be!m 
a'tranged for. For all these p~rposes vast liabilities had been incurred. 
The threatened action of Government caused consternation and dismay 
among the members of the Reception Committee and all friends of the 
Congress cause. It was not mere vexation at losing thousands of rupees 
'without any return.to show for them, it was not the· disappointment of 
losing the great and valued honour of acting as hosts to the delegates from 
all parts of the country, but it was the chagrin at the mouth of 
the country being shut up precisely at the time when it should have 
been open to _voice the ·people's voice. There was also the dread of · 
their Borar being considered, howsoever undeservedly, as the unlucky 
province where the Congress received its· quietus. That was the cause 
of the anguish and· bitterness' felt by the Reception Committee. One 
of , the chief officers. in the administration wrote demi-oflieially t9 the 
Secretary, Mr. Mudholkar, advising the Committee "as a friend and not 

. as au ofticial only" to defer the meeting of the Congress to the next year. 
To suggestions coming from such quarters and in such S!lirit the most anxious 
consideration was due, 1md it was so given. · After consulting ·their best 
friends both in anu out of Berar, and weighing every argument that, 
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could be urged for and. against, the Reception Committee were satisfie1l 
that if certain precautions were adopted, there would be absolutely no 
danger of the importation of the plague into Berar by the delegates 
and visitors to the Congress and their servants. They were anxious 
not merely to stop the mouths of the opponents of the Congress, but 
felt th!'-t in the interests of the people fot• whom they worked, it was most 
essential that every safeguard should be adopted to secure immunity from 
infection to the residents of the Province and to the visitors who came there 
for the Congress. They themselves, therefore,. suggested very effective, 
thougn perhaps stringent, precautionary and preventive measures. The 
Resident and the Commissioner were satisfied of their earnestness and bona-

, fides, and they. 1Vere told that, unless the plague appeared in Berar, the 
· meeting of the Congress would not be prohibited ; at the same time to insure 

the Province against importation of the pla,"'ie, stringent precautions applica
ble to all persons arriving in Berar, whether for the Congress or any other 
purpose, trere necessary, and the sanitary authorities would frame rules 
effectually to carry out this object. This was all that was wanted ; and the 
Congress party in Berar thought that its troubles were oTer. They were, 
however; soon to be tlisenchanted and convinced that the troubles had only 
just begun. Within a few clays after.this came a letter from the Commis
sioner informing the Committee that the site selected by the~ for the 
Congress camp was considered objectionable by the Sanitary Commissioner 
on account of its proximity to the town and the civil station and that until 
his return to Amraoti all work should. be stopped. What effect this letter may 
have produced on the minds of the Committee may well be imagined. But 
our Bet·ar friends were equal to the occasion. A deputation waited upon the 

• Sanitary Commissioner and explained to him in full the sanitary measures they 
":'ere goin'g to adopt. This had the desired effect, an'd the Sanitary Commis· 
sioner·was satisfied that, so far as the Committee was concerned, nothirt'g 
would be left wanting to secure protection fr~m the outbreak of an epidemic, 
and from that tinte forward the Sanitary Commissioner, while examining 
every step with the closest scrutiny, was their friend. The plague, however, 
.suddenly broke out at a place in Khandesh less than 30 , miles distant frc;m 
the western boundary of Berar. This created almost a panic in the official 

. and non-official circles. The vigilance at Malkapur, the examining Rail way 
station in the west of Berar was increased to almost a painful degree, and not. 

· only were the few men, who' came from Poona, detained there in quarantine 
for over a week, but even Mr. Bounetjee, coming. direct from England and 
passing only a few hours in Bombay, was stopped for the ·greater part of a 
day. In the meantime the District authorities were so far carried away by 
the panic as to issue circulars advising people to .abstain from going to 

•Amraoti. Again the Reception Committee rose equal to the occasion and 
while pacifying the District authorities and allaying popular fears, they took 
energetic steps to prevent the unnecessary detention of Congress delegates. 
To prevent the President and the Madras and I!ombay delegates from 
.being detained, the chief men of the party themselves rau down to Badnera, 
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the junction of the G. I. P. Railway with the Amraoti State Railway. 
All these labours had the desired effect. Official fears and misconceptions 
were allayed to a great degree and the damper which. popular enthusiasm 
had received was completely removed. When the President and the. 
1\Iadras and Bombay delegates arrived; there were over 500 people 
on the special platform erected by the Congress Committee ·and thousands. 
in the station compound and· on the road leading to the Congress Camp, 
all vociferously .cheering the President and the delegates and blessing the 
righteous cause which brought them there. From that time forward all was 
plain sailing and DO hitch worth mentioning OCCUrred ( eX:C!lpt petty though 
annoying interferences by subordinate police officials) till the conclusion ot 
the proceedings. 

The Congress Camp was located on a spacious piece of. ground near 
the Railway premises and within a minute's walk from the special platform 
constructed there, It atforded room f~r the Congress pavilion, .a drawing 
room, reading room, res~aurants, th/3 numeroiis offices required for the 
gcrieral use of the delegates and visitors, and quarters for the residence 
of delegates whether living in European or Indian· stylp. One new feature 
of the Olngress Camp was an exhibition hall, wherein were displayed 
numerous _specime!ls of silk and lace embroidery work prepared by Indil\~ 
ladies. Though the number and variety of the exhibits·were not, on account 
of the prevalence of the plague ill the Bombay Presidency, what the lady 
promoters wished, the display was such as to evoke expressions of enthusiasm 
from all the delegates and . visitors :ibout the resourc~s and · powers of 
organi~ation shown by the lady managers, particularly J.Irs. Joshi, wife 
of one of our well-known Congress leaders, and the promising skill and 
<lexterity exhibit!ld by ~eir sis5ers in Berar and the Bombay Presidency •• 

• 
Surrounded by structures as attractive as they were useful, the chief 

Pavilion was ~ work of art, w~ich reflected credit on its author for his 
conception and powers of execution, To accommodate the largest number 
withiq the smallest c;ompl\SS and to secure 11£0nstic properties, :M:r. S. V: 
:)3hagwat, the engineer and the architect, hit upon the plan of giving a 
flemi-circular shape to the :ravilion: placing the <laYs on the central portion 
of the diameter, The roof was arranged in tl:~ree tien with ornamental trellis 
'Work betwe\ln each tier which jmmeqsely helped the ventilating a11d 
~tcoustic propertie11 of the hall and added to its beauty. · 

The number of delegates who attended was 692, and considering what 
extraordinary difficulties existed, it was a most satisfactory number. Against 
the Deccan and Guzerat Districts quarantine of the most stringent kind 
was enforced and nobody coulu come from those parts without · spending 
a week a"t the Detentio~ Camp at :M:alkapur. A very small .concession was 
IJ!O.de in favour of Bombay City, at ihat time aft'ected by the plague in a com· 
po.ratively mild degree; and men like :M:essrs. Wacha, Setal wad and Cama could 
jlsco.pe detention only by obtaining pertificates from the President of th\l Plague . - . 



Committe·e. Madrns1 Bengal and N.-W. Provinces delegates, unaffected '
though iheir presidencieS were by the plagUe, had tO Obtain eertificateS J I,;: 
and to crow.n all, the identity of every delegate bad to be certified both at 1~' ·~. 
1\Ialkapur and Badnera by some responsible member of the Reception Com- ~ _ _ __ 
mit tee. And this rule was enforced not only against people cominq ·from · .. , • 
outside Berar but also against Berar delegates themselves. These dangers -
and difficulties kept awny hundreds who would otherwise have attended. 
llut it is no mean proof of the vitality of the Congress cause that so mimy 
people braved all these risks to attend the Congress. 

• Of the delegates, 619 were Hindus, 67 were 1\Iabome!ans, 8 were 
Parsees, 6 were Europeans and 3 w~re Native Christians. 

A glance at the list of delegates, appended to· the report, will show that 
the delegates represented all the professions and interests. There were 
merchants, traders, land-holders, members of the old 'fatandar class (ancient 
hereditary village and sub-district. officers), lawyers, doctors, professors, 
.Journalists, religious pre~chers, retired Government servants, money-lenders, 
contractors and engineers. 

One gratifying feature, which deserves to be noted, was the large number 
of ladies who were present throughout the session. There was only one 
lady who came in the capacity of a delegate ; but the number of ladies who 
attended as visitors• exceeded that on any previous occasion. The majority 
came from the Hindu community, the Maratha Brahmin section being the 
one most strongly represented. There were also many Parsee ladies, how· 
ever, and some European. It is possible some of the lady visitors came only 
tocsee the sight ; but there is no doubt that the majority evinced a degree of 
interest not to be expected in mere sight-seers. They were as punctual ~n 
their attendance as any of the delegates and watched the proceedings with 

·no little keenness. This was only natural. . The women of Iudia are tn_king 
more and more interest in the subjects which enlist the sympathies 

.and rouse the activities of their male relations: The events of the ye!Lr 
had profoundly stirred the feelings of all the classes of t'he Indian nation ; 

· "and the ·difficulties thrown in the way of the Congress, the unmerited 
obloquy cast upou it and the persecution with which the educated cl~ss 
was threatened, while they stimulated the energies of those who worked 
actively in the national cause, called· forth everywhere amongst men and 
women a genuine sympathy for its success. 

' e . 

The whole proceedings breathed that spirit of true and firm loyalty, 
combined with independence and frankness, which charact6rise the utter
ances aQd acts of the Congress party. This year there was with this feeling 
mixed the humiliating and bitter recollection that they and all the educated 
Indians had been only recently subjected to unjustifiable and .baseless 
suspicion ·and undeserved reviling at the hands of their rnl~:r8. Ignorance, 
'P:ej~dice, race pride, impatie!l!!e of criticism had oft~ led members and 
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sections of the British communit.y in India to express doubts 'about the 
loyalty of educated Indians and to revile them in no measured terms. · The 
infection spread this year to the seat of Government; and responsible 
Councillors of the State, without check from the head of the Government, 
used language towards wliole classes and communititJs which was as unwise 
as it was unjustifiable. Conscious of the honesty of the sentiments which 
guide them, never forgetting for a moment that their very existence and 
the· prosperity of India are hound up with the maintenance of the British 
Government, the educated Indians. whose_ voice the· Indian Nationai 
Congress istr are unable to understand how the grPat and generous nation. 
which has championed the cause of Liberty in all quarters of the globe, 
which in India itself inaugurated and carried out for a number of years a 
policy_of enlightenment, justice and humanity, should sudc}.enly pause in its 
course of righteousness and liberality, reverse its own procedures and cast off 
as untrustworthy and dangerous the children of its own mature statesmanship 
and magnanimity. If there is any portion of the vast mass of hum~nity which 
obeys the British rule, which is firmly and devotedly loyal, it is the class of 
educated Indians. But theirs is not an indiscriminating and inappreciative 
loyalty. While they admire all that is great, all that is good, all that is 
just, all that is truly Christian in the metbod8 of administration 
which Great Britain has established in India, they do not hesitate for 
a moment from pointing out the weaknesses incidental to it and demand 
their removal. It is a matter of the deepest regret that the truly loyal per~ 

sons, who want to perpetuate the connection of Great Britain with India 
by removing the deficiencies which mar the good effects of that connection, 
should be stigmatised as disaffected and seditious by shortsighted and 
prejudiced people, ana their voice now echoed by responsibltl heads of 
administration. 
~ 

Ueanm~ of 'the 
Address of the 

Cbainu.an of the 

The pr_oceedings were commenced by a speech from Mr. G. S. Khaparde, 
Chairman of the Reception Committee, welcoming the delegates. In doing 
so he referred in short to -the features of the year which was a_bont to close, 
j.;stly characterising it as "the worst peri~d during the last forty years."' 
"It would appear," said he, "as if the adverse fates had sat in consultation 
as to how they could possibly give us the utmost trouble, on purpose, I sup· 
pose, to test the strength and solidarity of the movement inaugurated just 
twelve years ago." First came the famine in all its devastating fury, but it did 
not injure the Congress cause ; for to combat it our men zealously seconded 
the efforts of the devoted officers of the benign British Government, and it 
appeared that the rulers and the ruled had combined to fight a common enemy. 

Rerfption 
Committee. 

'~This not suiting the objects of the adverse Fates, they sent the plague with 
its .attendant disagreeable measures. To this was added a war beyond the 
North-·west Frontier-a ruinous and unprovoked war which had no advantages 
to offer,but.,was potent in hampering the resources of Government. To these 
fruitful sourc~ ~isfortune were added fires, floods and earthquakes. "To 
dishearten and s~ terror, and in the midst of the confusion caused by aU. 



these, they (the adverse fates) sent out the Demo!). of Distrust to stalk the 
country by getting two most unfortunate and deplorable murders committed 
at Poona and enveloping them in a deep mystery. Then arose " the scare of 
a widespread conspiracy, and the so-called State prosecutions followed as an 
unfortunate sequence, accompanied by unexpected deportations, for reasons 
not disclosed even up to this day." Friends are being mistake11 for foes. 
"The educated classes are the offsprings of the environments created by the 
British Government itself. Their aspirations are those that are inspired by 
western culture, and yet they are not so recognized by those who put the 
seed of education into them and fostered it with the loving care of a parent." 
Against these adverse circumstances the Congress workers fought with 
faith in the great Ruler of the universe and with the conviction that He at 
any rate saw. that in t!J.eir heart of hearts there was nothing but loyalty and 
a desire to offer their help to so improve that administration as to re11der it 
permanent ~nd the people under its sway prosperous, happy and contented. 
Referring to the Diamond Jubilee of Her Majesty he happily called it M 

"the only ray of light that penetrated the otherwise impenetrable gloom of 
the year." 

Adverting to the difficulties which had to be surmounted he asked 
" what cause is t.here which is pronounced to be good without surmounting 
these difficulties~ " And the fact of their presence there under the circum
stances and in the numbers in which they came was itself a guarantee of 
success. If ever a session of the Congress was necessary, it was so now. 
The Congress was a movement "designed to interpret the thoughts of the 
rulers to the ruled and to represent the grievances of the people to the 
powers that be. This task always arduous is doubly arduous this year." 
But he hoped that the prineiples (If the English constitution would make 
their path easy. "We are," said he, "making humble efforts to be include&_ 
as living beings in that constitution, to have the proud glory of being able tel 
say c'via Britanicw mm, and we should not be discourageuif -weare-opposed, 
traduced and even abused. This opposition and misrepresentation should 
always teach us to examine our programme more and ~pore carefully, t'O 
elimillllte from it errors that we may have been led into, and render it as 
acceptable as we possibly can, to those who do not see eye to eye with us in 
this matter. We have to walk in a spirit of conciliation, and harshness 
eve~ in thought or word must be strictly avoided." 

After the conclusion of the speech of the Chairman of the Reception 
Committee, the Honorable Mr. Surenllranath Banerjea proposed in his 
glowing periods the election as President of Mr. C. Sankaran Nair, a pleader 
of the High Court of Madras, and Tor many years a member· of the Madras 
Legislative Conncil. This proposal was seconded by Mr. M. V. Joshi 
(Berar) and supported by Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya (Allahabad) and 
by Mr. C. H. Setalwad (Bombay) and was carried unanimouly. The Presi
dent was then conducted to his seat, the whole audience rising_ (o their feet 
to cheer him, 
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:Mr. Sanl;aran Nair is an excellent specimen or the war-like community of 
the N airs of 1\Ialalxtr. Of a fine presence and pleasing countenance, a high 
and thoughtful forehead, his very appearance is preposse'tsing aml ho looked 
an admiraulo President. His atldress delivered in a quiet and unassuming 
manner was indic·ative of the charaeter·of the man, a harmonious blend of 
independence and moderation. His style is at once simple, clear and terse, 
free from affectation or bombast. The whole address is worthy of careful 
perusal and study. 

Beginning with a reference to the celebration _of tho Diamond Jubilee 
of Her 1\!ajesty the Queen-Empress, he vory fittingly called Her :\Iajesty as 
the lidng embodiment to the Indian people of wlmt is gootl in British supre
macy. "\Vhile Englishmen in India, inflamed by race animo.sity and the 
recollections of the Sepoy 1\Iutiny, were calling for terrible reprisals, she 
unasked, forgetting and forgiving, iss neil her gracious proclamati<~u." 

The foolish ani! ridiculous cry of disloyalty of the educated classes 
natmally engaged his attention and he completely demolished that snpot~ 

structure of ignorance, prejudice and misrepresentation. "Forty years," 
says he, "of peace and progress seemed to have amply justified tho wise and 
generous statesmanship of the great Empress, but suddenly this year, we 
have been startled with the cry of sedition directed not against any specific 
individual, nor even against a munbm· of persons, but against a whole class, 
the prot.luct of the liueral policy inaugurated nearly half a century ago." Ho 
demonstrated how absurd the charge of clisloyalty was and showed on. wh«t 
tho sentiments of 

LOYALTY 

which animate the educated classes were based. 

Generona Loyalty "'Ve are well aware of the disordered state oi this country when it 
of EJucatcu lnJi>. passed, with its insecurity of person and property, under Britisll rule, of the 

e'\'-ormous difficulties our rulers had to overcome in introducing orderly 
administration without any help from the then existing agencies. \Ve 
rect•guize that the association of the people in the government of the 
country except to a very limite(] extent was then irnpossil,Je. \Ve also know 
that British rule cleared the way to progress and fnrui.shed us with tlw one 
element, English education, which was necessary to rouse us from the torpor 
of ages and bring about the religious, social and political regeneration which 
the country stands so much in need of. \Ve are also aware that with the 

','----- decline of British supremacy we shall have anarchy, war and rapine. The 
' , 11Ialwmetlans will try to recover their lost supremacy. The Hindu races 

atld chiefs will fight amongst thomsehcs. The lower cn.stes who have come 
untlo< tho vivifying influence of ""estern civilization are scarcely likely to 
yieltl witi\Ont a struggle to the dominion of the higher castes. And we have 
Hussia an<ll~ce waiting for their opportunities. The ignorant masses 
way possibly not recognize tile gravity of the danger attendant on any ,, 
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decline of England's power in the East. But it is ridiculous to suggest that 
those who have received the benefit of English education are so short·sighte,l 
as not to see and weigh that danger. (Cheers.) While, however, full of 
gratitude for what Great Britain has done to India,-for its government which 
secures us from foreign aggression and ensures security of person and pro
perty,-it should not be forgotten for a moment that the real link that binds 
us indissolubly to England is the hope, the well-founded hope and belief, that 
with England's help we shall, and, under her guidance alone, we can attain 
national unity and national freedom. (Hear; hear, cheers.) The educational 
policy of the Government, a policy which combines beneficence with 
statesmanship, justified such hopes in us. Those hopes were confirmed by 
various pledges. Those pledges were followed by the creation of institutions 
by which we were admitted to a share in our ordinary government which must 
surely, thou.gh slowly, lead to the full fruition of onr aspirations." 

Brought up by English professors on English classics and history, with 
English types of character ever present before us, fed on English literature 
every day, "it is impossible not to be penetrated with English ideas, not to 
acquire English conceptions of duty, of rights, of brotherhood " whilo 
the study of Ia w has materially contributed to the growth of mental 

. independence. 

"Imbued with these ideas and principles, we naturally desire to acquir~ 
the full rights and to share the responsibilities of British citizenship. We 
have learnt that in the acquisition of those rights and in the recognition 
or tile principles on which they are based, lies the remedy for the 
ovils afflicting our country, evils similar to those from which England 
herself once suffered." The differences of race, religion and caste
divisions-as great and pronounced there as here-have all "dis
appeared in the common struggle for freedom, and in the combined effort to 
retain it when acquired, in which each required the help of its antagonist 
and each was required to concede to others the right claimed for itself, and 
which, therefore, resulted in the recognition and solemn affirmation vf 
principles of government which obliterated all distinctions of race or 
religion, caste or class. Those principles affirmed the equality of all before 
law and government, the right of self-government by the poopla themselves 
through their representatives, and complete freedom of speech and discussion 
as the very breath of national life. (Hear, hear.) It is the hope that one day 
we may be admitted as equal sharers in this great inheritance, that we shall 
have all the civil rights associated with the English Government, that we 
shall be admitted as freely as Englishmen themselves to worship in this 
temple of freedom-it is this hope that keeps India and will keep her always 
attached to the British. (Hear, hear, cheers.) This hope is sustained by pled).(o.• 
solemnly made; and the sentiment of loyalty to tho British connection crente<l 
by repented declarations that we shall be gradually allowed tho full rights of 
.English citizenship is already in full force." There are the pl<>dgos of 1833, 
and 1858, and they have been redeemed in part. "The press has been eufran-

Political Reform. 
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chiseil. Partially elected members sit in our local and Legislative Councils. 
We can enter the civil service through the open door of competition. Thes& 
blessings are no doubt now coupled with conditions which unfortunately 
detract from their value. But these great and healthy principles have 
.nurtured and consolidated a sentiment of affection. All that England bas 
to do is to persist resolutely in the line of policy she has initiated and 
thereby deepen that feeling of loyalty which makes us proud of our con
nection with England." (Hear, hear, cheers.). '~Thus the only condition 
requisite.for the fruition of our political aspirations . is the continuance of 
the British Rule. The fond hope that India may one day take her place 
'in the confederacy of the free English·speaking nations of the world can be 
.realised only under England's guidance with England's help .. Years must 
elapse, it is true; before our expectations can be realised, before we g.et re
presentative institutions on the models of those of the English-speaking 
communities. Slavery we had under our old rulers, Hindu and N!ahomedan ; 
we niay again get it under any despotic European or .Asiatic Government. 
But we know that real freedom is possible ,only under the Government of the. 
English nation, nurtured in liberty, hating .every form of tyranny and 
willing to extend the blessings of representative Government to those capable 
of using it wisely in the interests of freedom and progress. (Cheers.) 

Social and religi· « Great as is the necessity of British rule for the political emancipation of our country, 
tll8 reform. even greater is the necessity for social and religious reform. In the present circumstances 

of India, inhsbited as it is by followers of various religions, various sects, classes, very often 
with antagonistic interests, any Government which is not strictly secular and llbsolutely 
impartial most be disastrous to the best interests of the conntry." "To break down the 
isola\ion of the Hindu religion, to remove the barriers which now prevent free social 
interCourse and unity of action, to extend tae blessings of edllaation to the lo.,;;er classes, to 
i.mprove the position of women to one of equality to men, we require the continuance of a 
strictly secalar Government in thorough sympathy with liberal thought and progress.". 

----He1hengcres--on-to refer to certain notable events of the year. The 
-- famine that has devastated this country is naturally the first to claim his 

ttttention. "We ,render," says he," our hearty thanks f~r the magnificent 

Iaaiau Porrrtr. 

· aid received by us from the people of Great Britain and other countries. 
(Cheers.) We recognize the great sympathy and ability with which the 
faminl) administrat.ion was carried on in India. But we cannot shut our eyes 
to the fact that the same energy, if directed to discover and remove the 
causes of famine, would be of far greater benefit to the country. (Hear, 
hear.) 

.AT THE ROOT OF THESE FAMINES IS THE GREAT POVERTY OF INDIA." 

· " The poverty of the country reveals itself to us in every direclion, in every ahmpe and 
l<>rm. H shows itself in the poor conditio11 of the labouring population and of the great 
majo.tty of the ryots who are under-fed, and who are witho11t, not only the comforts, bol 

· even thel.llsolute necessaries of life and who lead a life of penury and toil unredeemed by 
• any hope of p vision against the frequent vioissit11des of the seasons, sickness or old ag(!, 

when they must dependent on r~la$ive1 and 11trangers.~~ 
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.. . • Even a partial failure of crops in one year leads to terrible scarcity or 
famine. Recurrence of famines has become a normal condition and each 
famine finds the staying power of the masses reduced. "In a fertile country, 
with every variety of clime capable of producing every variety of product, 
witli a population thrifty and hard ·working, if the produce is not sufficient 
for the population, it must be due to some defect in the system of a.dnlinis
tration which does not protect the fruits of industry, but scares away capital 

. from the land." The feeling is gaining ground that for this extreme poverty. 
· ever present scarcity and recurring famines, Government are morally responsi
ble. · The great r~medy is 

A. _PERMANENT SETTLEMENT OF GOVERNMII:N1' REVENUE FROM THB LAND, 

which wm·res1llt in the attraction of capital· to land and the creation of a 
'class of lap.dholders interested in the maintenance of law and order. The 
proposals of Lord Canning to grant permanent settlement ·sanctioned by the 
Secretary of State were under the pressure of increased expenditurt- set 
aside. " Our· Government ought to concede the permanent settlement 
immediately to all parts of India and in those parts where from local circum
stances a permanent limitation of land revenue is not feasible," any increased 
demand for land revenue by executive action should be permissible only with 
the· sanct~on of the Legislative CounciL 

. . _· _Tl!.IWleXtl'emedy is to put a check oq expenditure. There are no 
effective checks now. The Budgets ought to be submitted to the Legislative 
Councils for approval and members ought to have the power of moving reso
lutions in connection with them. . ' 
· ·.,The biggest" item of expenditure is the military expenditure. Our true polio,- i!J a 

,.Peaceful policy. We have lillie, if anything, to expect from oonquooto. With auch 
capacity -for internal development as our country po888saea, with such !Jr.Ii!J_g_peed to carry 
out. the refurms abooulutely neoesoary for our well-being, we want a period of prolonged 
peace. _We have no complaint against our neighbours, either on our north-weal or 
our nor~-east frontier. 1f ever our country is involved in wa~, it will be due to 1he 
policy of aggrandisement of the English Govermpent at London or Calcutta.~ army 
is maintained at our cost far in excess of what is required for ua. The milita element 
is supreme in the Viceroy's CounciL For interest8 other than Indian, untriea are 
invaded, all the horrors of war let loose at the expense of the Indian tax-payer. Aa 
England directs our foreign policy and as wars are undertaken to ma'intain English rule, 
the English treasury ought to pay the entire coat, claiming contribution from India to 
the extent of India's interest in the struggle. This would secure a thoi'Ough discussion of 
any foreign policy in the English Parliament It would also enable Indian members in 
the Viceroy's Council to protest against any unfair distribution of the war expenditure 
when the Budge~ has to be passed." 

A large portion of unnecessary expenditure is due to the idea 
that the English are a foreign and superior race holding India by the 
.!word and that the Indians are, as a rule, not worthy of trust and confidence. 
" To us this idea is hateful and therefore we insist upon equality before 

'law and Government." This is why we protest against the principle under: 

Ito Remedy. 

Reduction or ll(ill
tary Expenditure. 
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lying the Arms Act and the existing system of volunteering and demand that 
the higher grades of the Military Service be opened to the natives of this 
country, ask for the establishment of Military Colleges and press for 
admission into all the branches of the Public Service on an equal .footing 
with Europeans. ' . . 

"Apart from economic necessity, the stability and permanence of British connection 
reqnire that nor only no positive· disqualification should exist but thai the rulea intended 
io make the declarations of 1833 and the Queen's promise of 1858 a deed letter must be 
removed." · · 

"The concession of theee demands means an enormnus inore&se ·in India's · defensive 
etrength against any foe; it means a reduction iil tmxation. which at the rate U is now 
growing, must involve the min of the country. These distinctions, on the ·other "hand 

. ' 
coat a slur on our loyalty, accentuate _race prejudices in a most invidious form and relegate 
Indians io the position of an inferior raoe and silently ensure. the .emaseulation of our 
manhood.'' To this. feeling of race soperiority is due the refUsal of the South•African and 
Australian colonies io treat us ·on terms of equality and " the frequen\ contemptuous 
beatment of respeotable people by soldiers.'' " The racial feeling is confirmed by the 
belief generally entertained in India that it is almod impossible io 'eecnre the conviotion 
of a European aocueed of any helnoui offimoe.'' , • " On this race question, no concession-
is possibl~ No COlD promise can be accepted so far 1111 it liea in us. · 

WB MUST INSIST Olil :PI!!RFEOT EQUALITY. . '· 
. . 

Inequality means raoe inferiority, national ab~ment .•.. 4cquisition, therefore, _of 'lin 
oivil rights conferred on EnglishD!en1 renwval of allc\i~ltilities on-Indiansaa-suoh -theee 

must be our aiJ~~." ·:~ .... ___ -. -:. --__! --- 7--..~:::-~--
Referring to the measures taken to combat the plagUe in Poona. he give!!: ·· 

a short summary of the~omplaints made with regard to thimi", .&nll points out · 
t~at those l'epresentations were certainly_ entiile!l to ~ttenth:e ~onsideraiioii~ 
however much the aqthorities might have _disagJCe~d_ Wi.tb"-'~b~m. "''Their 
objects werll....lmnest__._ their methods were proper; Their .lang~age ·was:· not · 
respectful, it was perhaps violent, but men· dominated by feelinglf of distress 
ar!l often carried beyond •wh~~ot strict prudence 1'\'".Quld __ dictate.". Treating 
tliese complaints with contempt, the Anglo-Indian community were 'throWn 
into a state of unreasoning panic by the unfortunate murdera of Mr. Rand 
and Lieutenant Ayerst. Unable _to qnders~nd the native feeling ox: misled 
by interested or ill-informed writers. they, or rather IL considerable portion . 
of them, suspected a deep design in these murders and juml?ed to the con
clusion that there was a deep-laid conspi~cy, whiuh could have been planned 
only by educated punning, and an attack W-1\S commenced on the Vernacular 
l'ress and the educated lndians, perhaps ·unexampled in its virulenue since 
·the mutiny. Then followed the ~~orrest and deportation of the Natu 

'- brothers and the press prosecutions. ''The arrest of the N atu brothers 
was., and must l'ilm~~>in a great blum~er. It recalls the worst ;clays of 
irres~ible despotism. Liberty of l?erson and propel'ty is a.farqe if you 
are liable to he arrested, imprisoned, and your property sequestered at the 
will aild pleasllfe of Gover~ine)lt w~t4out being broqght to trial, (Rear~. 
~-r . 



About the press trials he says :-

. ,; H ther<> is any ofFence in India .. which ~nght to be tried by a native Jury, it is the 
· oJ!'en'ce of sedition. It was possible that a native Jury who kriew the Iangnoge and who· 

were in a more favourable position to 'form a correct judgment of the probable and intended 
efFect of the articles on native mind .. would not have oo.nvicted; it was certain fuat a 
European Jury·in that state of public iexcitement would convict." 
. . . . ~ '. 

"This Poona incident enforces the necessity of ce116eless vigilance in keeping the 
English public correo~ly _informed of whatever posses in India and of thus counteracting 

-;-the-mischim:ons efFects o! the dissemination of inoorreot neivs. It emphasises the necessity 
of extending the system·.of Trial by Jury to.Indis on the saine conditions as it is granted ·. 
to Europeans. .. It:also shows that the E?<ecntive Go"(er.nment ean deprive us of our 
liberty of person and property at its own will and/ pleasure. It ha.s brought into. 
,!lisagreeable prominence the nneatisfactory nature of th~ law of sedition. . The Government 
of India hav~ announced their intention to alter such law in the light of recent events. W ~ 
trust the .$-ove•·nmep.t of India will bear in mind that in the circumstances of this country; 
anything .. whioh cllecks freedo"'! of pu,blic discussion is moat deplora)lle. Snell clleck. may 

. become B ~mporary, if dangerous bar to quiet and steady progress. The stream of, 9UT 
national progress will nevertheless move on. It will become dry ouly when our holy rivers 
of India become dry:- (Hear, .hear.) . Its l'rogress at present under sympathetic guidance 
is smooth:· .. Its. unwise obstruction .may. compel underground passoges or its of"erfiow. 

: (:J!ear, hear.)." · :. • • · 
. - - \ . 

" We deprecate most strongly any intemperate language in ~ritioising Government 
measures. We are bound to assume that any objeotioBable measure must have been due 
either to ignorance or to &rror of judgment. We have also to remember that after all 
our salvation 1ieb in bringing home to the majority of . the people ·of England our real' 
wishes and feelings anQ. that the persons whose actipns are criticized are their own kith: 
and kin,.that the system'of Government we attack was framed by men for. whom they 
feel just respect and -?teem. . Any violence, . ~hel"<!fore, will Q.o us infinite harm, it may, 

. · possibly prev'lmt us from ·~_curing a ~·~~A false, incorr~ct~ or·~en doubtful allegation 
will discredit us in the eyes of Englishmen, and the .oause o~ reform ma'! be . t~erehy ptn. 

back, for gene~ation:'- · /. , · · · • • . · . 

"Let me say at onc1! that in the remarks I D!ake .I deem it superfluous. to_.proolaim .. 
. our: lo;v_al7 to the Br.itish throne or to the British constitution, or to add t4nt we have not 
~he slightest sympathy 'With any ·~ or :writing: whi.ch would. regard a severance ~, 
our conne:tion oa a desirable consummation. (Hear, hear.) We nn\urally take a pride in 
the lives of the great men who have lived for India, and we would draw the attention of 
our rulers to that part of (IUr ancient history' whlcli we think they might usefully study.· 
(Hear,- hear.) But we are also aware that the present has its roote in the past and thi 
past is responsible for our lowly 09ndition. · We,. who. olainl equality at the hon~a of 
Englishmen, 'would.deplore and resis$ any attempt to revive the .days when any caste o~ 
class as such was privileged. }lefore -~ law; when a llrahmin for instance, could claim. 
immunity from punishment I We claim. equality for aU, Brahmins and Pariahs alike .. 
It is this SOD18 feeling that prompts 011r criticism of any act on the part of our Rulera· 
whicli .m~y seem to recognize any inequality. It is by. 1he removal of these inequalities 
before law between European arid Indian anti by the degr.O of self-government conceded 
io us that we measure our progress ~wards freedonl ,·: · · ·· · ·. 
~ • • ,....- ~- :· - ' - . - I • 

· · - " Genile~Ie~; I have done. I am afraid I have wearied yon with m.Y lengthy remarks 
(voioos-no;no),,butl hope I bave succeeded. in placing before you clearly. some points 
:el!'ting to our present politioal rondillon. · We have no need to deopair of out politicAl 

d . 
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future so long 1111 we depend upon Great Dritain, but let us at the ea.me lime be alive to our 
duties and responsibilities, . tndia expects great things,f•·om u•; the whole civilized world 
is watching the changes coming over us. Shall we be. content to leave Indi!' as it is, or 
shall we go on and do all in our power. to lift it to a higher level. Years of S11bjcctbn, 
nay, we may even say, .servitude, have sapped the strength of the Iudian nation·,. dwarfed 
its growth, and stripped it of all that was grand ilnd noble in it, and if India is ever to 
occupy a better position tha~ she fills at the present moment and take her proper place 
jn the scale of nations, it JDUBt ~entirely due to the' zealous effor.ts of her educated and 
enlightene\f sons. Let 'Nil J!espe~andum ' be 011r motto ; let not 'insidious smile or 
~ngry frown' deter us from follpwing. the straight path of duty ; and with the welfare 
and progr,es of our land as our end and aim, let:'ue endeavour under. a. solemn. sense of 
~esponsibility as well as loyalty to our country and to our Sovereign. to bring about that 
glorioue.future which.mustinevitably ci·own our efforts." .(Loud and continued cheers.) 

. The speech 'was listened to .with rapt attention and ali'nost every ~ord· 
?f it approved and applauded. . 

. The first day'11 proceedings terminated ~ith the usual ;lection of a. 
Subjects Committe~ which set to wqrk immediately to discuss a.nd·settle the 
subjects and ~ecast the resoiutions propose l .by the H.eception Committee. · 

Tlie 'fi~st'resolution moved on the 28th dealt with the Forward PolicY· 
It was move~ by that veteran publicist and politician, Mr. D. E. Wacha,, of 
:Bombay. His speech was as usual full of information and . cramme\f with 
facts and figures. we must refer our .readers to .the speech i~ emtenso printed 
in the body of the proceedings. , We can only give here a. few extracts. In 
the opening part ·of his spee.ch he states, with perhaps a shade <>f grim 
satisfaction, "that all the prophecies of the Congress in reference to military 
expenditure, . the . finaneial burdens that Jt entails .ori. the country, and. the 
evil consequences arising therefrom, have been. 'slowly and steadily verifiea." 
Begimiing · from the very beginning, he takes us from the minute of General 
Jacob submitted to Lord Canning's Government in 1856 and .that of _Sir 
Henry H.awlinson submitted to the India Council in 1865, to the first success
ful attempt to inaugurate the Jingo policy made in 1876 by Lord Lytton 
under the comma11d of Mr. Disraeli, and shows how the disasters of the 
Seeond Afghan war put, for a time, urider the guidance of Mr. Gladstone 
and Lord Ripon, a strong. curb on that policy, and how, revived under Lord 
Dufferin, it has thriven under the regimes of Lords Lansdowne and Elgin. 

"It was in that year that Shere Ali, "the Amir of Afghanistan, was .Uruggling with 
internal difficulties in his own dom.inions. Hence it was considered a most favourable 
oppol'tnnity by the Jingo party. in power in E!!gland to seize it, make a move forward, 
nod if possible to occupy Aighatiistan. It was this party, at whose head was 'Mr. Disraeli, 
who invited Lord Northbrook, the then Viceroy and Governor-General of India, to find a 
pretext tor hostilities with the Amir. · lln~ his :Lordship. was a:· sagacious statesman who 
knew exactly· what' the invitation mea"l~ lie knew thoroughly well that once English 
soldiers put their foot beyond Peshawar there would be:·no halting; Step liy step there. 
would be an advance. Post liter post would have to be occupied and fortified, The 
Government would bo impelled to go forward lind forward until none could· say where it 
might be made to halt eventually. Lord Northbrook could easily forecast what the future 
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of that policy would be. Hence when he was invited by :Yr. Disrueli to find a ca8U.S beUi 
· wilh the Ainir he courageously declined to do so and resigned office. 
After that_ disastrous event the eyes of the people of England were opened and the 
Liberall\Iinislry of Mr. <'!ladslone came lo our rescue by contributing five millions sterling 
towards that cost. It also put a strong curb on that policy. But lhml check only lasted 
for a time. It was during the Viceroyalty of Lord Ripon that we had aome breathing 
time. · (Hear, hear.) II was he who extricated the country from the morass of financial 
embarrassment into which it was plunged by Lord Lyllon's Government and once more 
put the whole of the Indian revenue and expenditure on a sound basis : so much so that 
when he·.Iefl India, after having laid dowp his high office, the financial condition of the 
eounlrywns indeed all that could be dosired. (Cheers.) He reduced laxation to lbe ex lent 
of three crores of rupees by remitting the duty on salt-tax, namely, making it Ra. 2 per 
inannd; by abolishing all_ import. duties save on arms and liquors; and by remitting other 
taxes which were known to be oppressive in certain parts of the Empire. In spite of this 
remission 'of 3 crores, Lord Ripon and Major Daring (now Lord Cromer) left the
finances of India in such a healthy condition that the revenue . balanced expenditure. 

J Lord Dufl'erin came and the policy was again put inlo motion. AI first 
there was i.b.e Penjdeh scare which cost us 2 co·ores. Dul what followed £hot scare r The 
army was increased by thirty thousond lrMps of whoiD len lhousond were Europeona and 
twenty thousand natives. That has cost the country a permanent additional . burden 
of 21 millions sterling. The army was ioore~ed in 1885. But 
whd was· the first effect of lhd increase! We went 1o. Burmah and forcibly seized 
that province nuder a itollow pretext. Upper Burmah became a sort 
of while elephant to us. Although the militory expenditure there has lately been 
reduced, that new Province has cost us 16 Cl'Orea during the lost twelve yeora. 
Suffice to say the eJ~.peditiona have cost fully six erores, apart from the coal of the present 

. que which is likely to_ exoee:l five crores. I moy soy thai altogether from 1885 uplo dale 
our frontier expeditions have cost us w~ll-nigh eleven crores. Ladies and Gentlemen, 
.I ask you to consider what these eleven crores mean. Suppose_ that iliese eleven crores 
had been saved, to what gooq purpose might the sum hsve noO been applied r 'Wh)', the 
famine expenditure itself will not cost yo11 eleyen crores. We might have paid the eoAire 
famine expenditure and spent the balance on works of. public nlilily like irrigation, 
'education and so forth. Or, we · might have saved the -sum which would have 
diminished the ·borrowing to which the Imperial Government has lalely been 
obliged ·to resort. If again yon look ·at tho military expendilura proper, you 
will find that since 1886 the exira cost which il has ent:'iled on this eouBtry 
amounts to thirty-three crores of rupees without exohaoge. The additional burden 
of milil~ry exchange, I may worm you,. amounted in 10 years (from 1885 to 1894) to 
HI! crores. How usefully might these thirty-three orores have been spent on objects or 
public utility t If not, we might have avoided all the enhanced and new taxation which 

.. has been imposed on this account and which aggregates fwenly-two orores. . • • . • 
.We have absolutely derived no advonlngo_ from these expeditions· and from the 
ino;:.,nsed .army force. AI the same lime the country has gone bookword and has 
just been able to extricate itself from the throes of a famine which is admitted to 
bo the severest of the century. All other pressing domestic improvements have 
been hung up. Irrigatioa and other public- worka hav'e been starved. · So is eduea· 
tion. So are other reforms. \V' e have been crying for the separation of judicial from 
executive functions, which would not cost, according In .Mr. J aoob's evidonce, half a orore, 
Although that measure, if adopted, would confer ihe greatest boon on the people, 
The expenditure is said to. be incurred on securing British supremacy in the East. 

• If that be so, those who wish to maintain it for Imperial purposes, must pay iho 
expenses." 
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In closing his speech, l\Ir. Wacha gave an extract- from a recE'nt article 
of Sir AuPklanq Colvin which W? reproduce here=-:- - -

" Taxation in India has in the last three years reached high water-m_ark. .So br 
as revenue has been kept abreast of expenditure, it has been only by reimposing taxation 

. which had been taken ofF or by ~he.ad_dition of fresh fisoal burdens. I need not -re.:enter 
on the ground traveJied over by me in previous yearij published in this Re.vi.;.. in 1894 and 
1895. 'fhe relief which may be hoped for from further, improvemen~ in exchange -hilS 
almost reached the furthest limits whieh under ihe existiDg conditions of the currency can 
be expected, but insufficient as it is, is probably in excess of any ,relief which oan be looked 
for ~ere ihe mints to be reopened under the most favourable conditions. , The. ru'tifulial 
oondition of the "currency is a source of apprehension an.d of uncertainty to all alike, to _the 
Government, to men of business, to the native bankers, anci espeeially to aU classes con
nected with agriculture-in other words, nine-tentbe of ·tli.e population. -~he resources 
of the country are drained temporarily by famine, the populati-on harassed_ by plague, the 
relations of the Governltlent and the peopl<> in ;more tl!an, on" important d,irection .aro 
notoriously strained.· There has never probably been ~ mollien~ whe~ Indi\1· was . les~ 
prepared to meet fresh tinnncial obligations,_ or ¥ladd to its diffi~.'\lties by embarking in 
enterprises of whieh the consequences to its finances are likely fu prove crushing though_ 
for the moment their full effect may not be ~pp~rent. It bas been too mucli the custom in 
~esponsible quarters .and men of either grad political party in ·this eluntry to speok in 
later years of lhe 6na)lces of In,dia as though the political climate of In<ll)> di~· not ·affect 
them. • • • Fron:i 1838 to 1897, progress and advance .. beyond the Indu8 ha-ve 
~iways brongM with the~ the. arrest of. progress to the cas~ olit; anclit is on th~ 
account that leading Dlltiv"" of India, whether of the Q!d aud orthodox or the: new lJ nive-r· · 
sity praud type so universally regard the present policy with disfavour;.:· Tllis to~. :was _ihe 
bedrock of Lord La\Vl·ence's position. Ria strategic yiow may be open to criticism· but 
l:lis view of the strategical line to be adopted was·~ part Only and not fue Jl\OSt imp~rlaut 
l'art of his _policy on this subject. Nq schemo of strategi~l. fro!'-tier : llOUld, be 
sound.in Lord Lawrence's ;fJyes which was not consistent. :>!'ith _the progr~ss pf ·tb,p 
country, tile developmen~ of itq resources and the conten~ment and. loyalty of fuEl 
people.'' · . . .. . 

l\Ir. G. Subramania .Ayer (Madras), the -able editor of ·the a;,,;,m; 
seconded Mr. Wacha's proposition in -an elfective ~C~nd' neat littl(l speech. 
Let us see what he says :~ · · : · , . 

• 
"The forward Policy is not the Indian Polley. .The true)nilian policy was the :pollcy 

of Lord Lawrence, a policy af masterly inactivity, a policy of prepa1•ed 'figilance !'n:the 
frontier and abstinence from all interferenClBS with the frontier tribes; a policy that waoi 
determined by a due consideration of the financful soundness of the Government of 
Inilia, a policy founded upon the great truth fuat every policy whicli. is not _con. 
ducive to the prosperity and contentment of the people of I11,dia_ was lUI wise and 
impolitic.'" "' \ · 

, This fprwq.rd policy que to tqe :JlEiW Imperial Jipgoisp) · _ h~s · pro:ved 
ruinous to the country, All Colpnel Hanna sayll the fro1_1tier expeditions 
have cost us nearly seventy millions, or if the conquest of Burmah is taken 
in.to consideration, one hundred orores of rupees. To this is to be -added the 

· !)ost which the continuation of this policy entails, the cost that is of keeping 
a sufficient l'orce to occupy the regions con~tilered and th;~t of' carrying on the 
eivil administration of these countries, -· · · · · - • 

·-
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With reference to what is often said that these wars are undertaken ont 
of the philanthropic mission of England to carry civilization amongst barba
rians, he said :-

"Well; "this may be a philanthropic mission indeed. But if that mission is to bo 
undertaken by England, if the English people want to hove thot glory uf et·u•hing 
barbarism under the wheel of civilization, let them pay for il (Cheers.) They are welcome 
to do so, but JolL not the __ ~ half-starved .Ramaswamy of Madras. (IIeor, heor and 
cheers.) Ramaswamy of Madfii81rll3-tlothing to do :with the civilization of the Afridis 
or th~ civilization of the Pothaus, nor the people of the Bengal Presidency nor the peasant 
of Berar. What hove we to do with the civilization of the barbarians if they ore barba· 
rians Jiving beyond the natural frontiers of India T It is enough if we poy for our own' 
expenditure. There is n good deal to be done for the civilization of our own people and 
their progress, ond why on earth should we be burdened with the 'cost of civilizing the 
.Afridis and the Pnthans f (A voice: "Benevolence.") Let those who wont benevolence 
pay for it. (Cheers.). What is the result of the forward pol!oy T The reault is, ladies and 
gentlemen, what 20 or 25 years ago waa an Indian appendage, an Indian Empire, has 
censed to be an Indian Empire ; it is an .Asiatic Empire. Bnrmah and furlher border lando 
beyond the Himalayas no more form a portion of India than Kamatachatka. The thrifty 
and the half-starved peasants of India are virtually paying for the .Asiatic Empire. It is 
high time th1>t this Congress do "enter. its emphatic protest against this frontier policy 
which has cost not only millions of money but is sure to · coet much more in 
future and -entirely· absarb ·all the resources· available for the good progress and 
advancement of the people. Therefore, . after all, what is the praclioal result of 

· this war that has been going on for several months T .Are we sure that the 
great ormy of sixty thousond troops-well disciplined, valorous and superior-are 
we sure that this army has conquered these Patbans T Some say that Pathans have 
eo~quered the British army. (Loughter.) It is extremely doubtful and i~ looks as if 'they 
have to go on with another campaign of six months ond Heaven only knows what that ~ill 
coSt. I am sure and you are all sure that if this forward policy were to continue, India 

, would be absolutely crushed and there is no hope for India unless and until this forwar!l 
policy is_ put an_ end to, knowing people say that it is not easy to induce the British tllX· 
payer ta P"Y for the cost of this expedition. If he will not pay and if the Indian 
people cannot all'ord to pay, how is this to go on T I have just read in a Bombay paper 
thut aerious negotiations are being_ carried on to aell away our State Roil ways. What f 
Has it come to that r Has it come that the Government of In~ia should sell away i•s 
Slate Railways in order to find the money to pay for this expedition T Nothing can be 
more shameful, ;,.ore disuatrous and more discredilable to the etatesmanship and the good 
government of this coon try." 

_ · The ·secqnd resolution is in a manner a part and parcel of the first and 
yet it stands. apart by itself ; for in this resolution the prayer fer the 
assistance from the British Treasury is based upon the peculiarly embarras· 
sed circumstances of .the country due to famine and plague. 1\~r. Baikunt 
Nath Sen (M:urshidabad) who moved it is well known on the Congress 
platform as. a well informed and effective speaker, and by hfs simple 
exposition "and impressive delivery he carries his audience with him without 
the help of any ornate rhetoric. Said he :-

" The people of this country Jive from hand to mouth. Failures of two crops bring 
0n bmine. They (the people) are taxed very heavily. The Government of India with ita 

·income in round numbers of fifty millions hi>B to meet the home chargee by making a remit-

Seeond Resolution. 
F'ioaneial J uttice 

to India. 
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hnce of- almost half of iL One-third again goes to- meet the military expenditure. 
There is leU a balance of about one-aixth for the internal administration of the Em-, 
pire. • • • The military operations beyond the north-western frontier are likely to cost 
a very ·large amount of mone.y. . No fore-cast or estimate can be accep~. . • • • _The 
flovernment is already in an embarrassed condition. 'rhe people are too poor to pay any 
~rther taxes. In ordinary oircnmstanoes, in the normally existing embarrassed condition· 
of the finances, the Government would not lind sufficient funds to meet this military 
rxpenditnre. Bnl to. our misfortune the normal_cg_ndition of the finnnoes .has been 
disturbed by the appearance of calamitieSliKeTamine and plague. The _famine aft'ectitd· 
the agricwtoral and generally the land-owning interest altogether. The poor ryo~ eould 
1)-0t reap their crops and the landlords also could not get .their rents. • ,_ • 'J,'r_ade: 
~nd commerce ~ve been aft'eoted by_ the_ plague. _ • • - • While there is this . abnol'o' 
mal condition introdn# by these two calamities, how is the Indian Government to meet: 
thiS liUle bill f " . 

. Revenue cannot be develop~ and curtailment of eipenditure -would 
mean the starving of objects which go to improve the intelfectnal, moral and 
material condition of the country. Without determining whether the policy 
is right or wrong, as the pre8ent war was partially at least for Imperial 
purposes, a contribution from the British Treasury seems just and necessary 
and is slipported by precedents. . 
' . 

Mr. Jaislram (Lahor_e), the well-known Punjaub p1eader, who seconded 
the proposition, gave-· a quotation from Sir David Barbour's -evidence before 
the Indian Expenditure Commission which s)immarises the existing 
financial situation. It runs ~bus :-· · · · 
. -"The facts which I have brought to your notice may be brielly recapitulated-an eastern 
conn try governed in accordance with expensive western ideas; an immense and poor popu
lation; a narrow margin of ,ossible additional revenue; a constant tendency for,expenditijr& 
to ou~ow revenue; a system of_ Government in India favourable to increase of and 
unfavourable to roiduotion of expenditure. _ No-. financial control by intelligent and well 
informed public opinion either in India. or in England ; an _insufficient check on_ 
~xpenditure in India: a remote and .imperfect control exercisea from England; a_ 
~evenue specially liable to lluctuations year to ·year and gri)wing foreign payments.,. 

- c . . 

• To these two propositions a supplementary one- was added authorising 
the President to submit a petition to Parliament embodyiJ}g the prayer 
·contained in resolutions I and II. 

In moving and seconding this supplementacy _resolution Mr. S. M. Deo 
(Eerar} and Pandit Shyam Narayan (Oudh) explained 'ln 1\:Iarathi and_ 
Hindustani respectively, what the speakers on the first two propositions had 
said. 

The third resolution, while expressing the grateful ·acknowledgments of 
the Congress to the Royal Commission on Indian Expenditure · for the 
opportunity afforded by them to representative Indian witnesses to state fully' 
the case on behalf of India, Ji!ubmitted the views of the Congress about 
dealing with them~ttersreferred to the_Commission. · - -

As regards the machi~ery -.to control expenditure action was' proposed. 
on three lines ~ .(1) By making the JlOn-official members of the Viceroy's 
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Council more directly representative or the pe'ople and giving them.the right 
to move amendments· and divide the Council upon the prol'isions or the 
Budget ; . (2) by having a sufficient number or representati\'e Indians of 
position ·and experience on the Council oC the Secretary of State, nominated 
thereto ·on the recommendation of the elected members of the Viceroy'~ 
and Local Legislative Councils; and {3) by the appointment, each year, of a 
select Committee of the House of Commons to enquire into and report upon: 
the financial condition of India. As regards the progress of Expenditure, 
it is prayed that the Military and other unproductive expenditure be reduced, 
that larger amounts be spent in promoting the welfare and the progress of 

· the people, and that a large saving and a more efficient administration may 
be obtained.by the substitution, as far as practicable, of Indian for European 
agency in the higher grades of the Public Service. As regards apportion· 
ment.of charges, it is prayed that the Imperial Treasury may bear a fair 
proportion of all expenditure in which the common interests of India and the 
rest of the Empire ·are involved, and especially that the expenses of the 
present war beyond the frontier may be largely borne bY." the Imperial 
Exchequer. 

This proposition puts in a nutshell the main demand of the Congress 
and states clearly and concisely the administrative reforms deemed essential 
to the welfare and progress of the" country. To men not biassed by personal 
()r class copsiderations or misled by ignorance or misrepresentations, this 
enunciation of the Congress creed will not strik!l as in any way revolutionary 
~n character or dangerous in its. effects on the British connection. Indeed 
to .those who know anything of politics it will stl'lke that these demands 
have the support of responsible statesmen and experienced and far-sighted 
l).dministrators. 

. This resolution was moved by Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya (Allaha
bad), a favourite speaker on the Congress platform.. He pointed out that 
the machinery to control Indian expenditure was at the best very defective 
and worked very feebly so far as the interests of India were concerned. The 
Executive Council, who spent the taxes, did not pay any taxes themselves 
Ql' but paid very little, and there was not therefore the same anxious con· 

•sideration shown as to how and when the money should be found, _as it would 
undoubtedly have been, if the money had largely to come out of their own 
pockets. The House of Commons exercises or can exercise very little actual 
controL Unnecessary and unjust burdens have been thrown on India and 
unproductive expenditu;e _enormously increased. The exchange compen
sation allowance, the Afghan and Burmah wars and the frontier expeditions 
show this clearJ,y. The facility of borrowing and the absence of any effective 
check have enormously increased the national debt. A discussion in the 
LegislativQ Councils followed by a division would be in some measure a 
check on extravagance or reckless borrowing. In order that the non-official 
view may be put properly before Government, the non-official members must . . . 
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be more directly representatiYe of: .the· people .. · The. Secretary ·of State's 
Council must either be ended or mended. So_ long as it is kept in exill.tence, 
the Indian element ought to,. be. represe11ted in i~. , An annual exa111ination 
of the financial condition o( India. by. & select ; Committe~ of the ·House of 
Commons will be of great value as the members of .that House who . do not;· 
as a rule, enter into the·maze of Indian: finance .. will naturally attach great 
weight to the.report of a Committee of theit .own· House. Jn dealing with 
the reduction of military and civil expenditure. the :Speaker pointed out- that 
a larger saving and more efficient administration might be obtained by the· 
substitution of lndian , for European agency ,iilAhe higher grades of .. the 
Public service. • •• The Government,"• he said, " are fully sn;tisfied that · the 
native army is:loyal. Government have had a splendid proof of. the loyalty 
of the brave Sikhs and of other soldiers tha~· .have been.,fighting on the 
frontier. The Government and the whole English-speaking world, the 
civiljzed world which has ,read accounts of the valorous deeds of the twenty
seven Sikhs who died. at Sheergaon. (cheers), have generously .and justly 
given :the .due_. measure of praise to the valorous Sikhs an.d other soldiers 
who have fought and died there for the glory' of the )3ritish Crown. Now, 
gentlemen, we are happy to know that there is a universal feeling amongst 
Anglo-Indians and Indiarui also that the memory of these· deeds should be 
properly: perpetuated. I do not· think that there can be any better course 
adopted to do that than to recognize that henceforward these restrictions' 
:which. prevent Indians of. merit in the· army from ·rising to the topmost· 
ladder of . the service shall. be no more ; let it be remembered that these 
twenty-seven Sikhs who'died at Sheergaon have'with their· blood, sealed the 
doom of that policy wh'lch prevents Indians, ·who have· served theil.• -sovereign 
cmd their country right loyally and valorously from rising, as European 
members of the service do rise, to the higher grades of the military service. 
(Cheers.) I am sure that any other recognition or reward of that merit, 
pardon me for ·saying so,·. bec~mes trifiitig· so long.·.as this lias not· been 
done. : • · In the Civil· Service of the · country you 
find that a great bulk of the work, the most important ·work, is carried 
.on by Indian Agency, Government trust us with all. _that. It is only 
at the head of the district, it is only at the. head of an executive body, that 
they insist upon having a European member in !llOSt instances .. We s!ty 
• is not the century of English rule during which y'on have entrusted ns with · 
your secrets, during which we have helped you to cai·ry on the administra
tion of the country to our good and to your glory, enough to satisfy . you ·of 
the fidelity and trustworthiness of the natives wlio_ have re~eived education 
and whom you have appointed to these services 1' · It this is not so, then I 
say it is a very sad commentary upon the English rule in India. I claim it 
has been so, it is proved beyond a shadow of doubt that Indians, to whatever 
posts· they have been appointed! whether as High Court ·Judges or as 
Commissioners of Divisions or as Collectors of Districts or· holding.any other· 
responsible situations, have been true to their salt and sovereign, they have 
nctetl as gentlemen of education and position as any European gentleman of 
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education and ·position ·:would have acted under such circumstances. 'Vhere 
then is 1·he justification, where.then is the ~xcuse for keeping up this state 
of things t· Why not permit Indians more f'rooly to join the service and 
to rise to the top, if they show the necessary merit and qualification for it 1 
The result would be htrgely to the good of India and greatly to your glory. 
There would be a great saving effected jn the administration of the country. 
So well informed a writer as Sir William Hunter has said that the i'nterests 
of the administration demand now a larger substitution of the Indian element 
for the European; The money is not forthcoming, you have exhausted the 
resources of the country and if you go ou paying for the services or 
European members of the service at the high rate you do and if you go on· 
multiplying their number and. thereby multiply the liability for exchange 
'Wmpensation, you will find that you will become bankrupt one 
day if you are not already far from it. Therefore people have 
suggested wisely that you should substitute a larger Indian element in the 
. administration of the Empire. • • · But is it at a11 becom· 
·ing .the high ·civilization of Great Britain, is it at all befitting, is it at all 
compatible with, the enlightened Government which has obtained for cen· 
.turies in Great Britain that the British Government should have to be told to 
.take a.leaf out of the pages of the great Mogul Emperor, to lind a para11el 
for these things ! · Is it necessary for us to tell them that under the rule 
of Akbar a Todar Mall was appointed Finance Minister and a Birbnl was 
appointed Governor 1 If tbese things happened in the days of Akbar, why 
should not they happen in the time of a far greater sovereign than Akbar.,. 

. the great Queen-Empress of India t" 

.. · · At the close of his speech he appealed to tbe rn\ers to repose greater 
trust in the people. · . • 

"Trust will beget trust which will add to the afFection of the people and will add 
generally to the happinesa and prosperity of the inhabitanlll of the Empil·e; and the glory 

. to England will be great. -England has begun with trllBiing the people; it began to 
11'1181 us whim U began to educate us, and now having \.rusted tts for such a long tim"e, 
having placed nearly three-fourths of th.e cil·il administt·ation in our bauds, having appoint
-ed us 80 largely lo the army; acting on that lrllSt which has never yet been betrayed and 

· which. never shall be betrayed, does 'it become England now lo poader and say that il is 
not proper to- employ Indiana in the higher ranks of the service T Do away with trust • 
. A cl upon the principles laid down by the Queen, and you will find ~bat these principle• 
will lead 1o great prosperity of the people, the curtailment of expenditure and lo the 
.enlistment of Indians in the Jdgher grades, and the slraam of mutu!li good-will among 
the people and among the rulers and the. ruled will Jlow more to the gt·ealer happiness 
of both atid will lead to allthcse feelings of di•truat, sometiO)es of desper•lion, being done 
away with, which just now hamper the hando of Government and 80 much ham11er the 
educate<\ Indiana."· (Lo11d 011d continued applause.) 

' 
l3abu ·l!irendra N ath Dutt (Benga~), who seconded the proposition, 

referred. to what Sir A11ckland C'.olvin had stlltell in his evide1~ce before the 
Royal C•>mmis~ion tbnt the Governmlln~ of India did not p:1y sufficient atter.• ' . . 
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tion to the financial results of the .meas.ures they adopted. Mr. Partbasarathi.· 
Naidu (Madras) supported the resolution in English and Mr. Keshaorao 
Joshi (Nagpur) deal~ with the subject in the 1\:Iarathi language; 

The fourth resolution was the· omnibus resolution which re-affirmed a 
number-of resolutions p11ssed at previous Congresses. ·After it was explain· 

.. ed in Marathi by Mr. V. H. Karandikar (Berar), it was put irom the chair 
. without any discussion, as were also the resolutions dealing with the . Simul

taneous Examinations and the gagging of the press in territories belonging 
to Native States administered by the Governor-General. 

The seventh resolution denting with that ·most "important a,"''arian 
question-the permanent settlement ·of the Lancf· Revenue demand-was .. 
moved by Mr. J obn Ada in (Madras), a true and staunch friend of India, and 
one wbo has studied most carefully some of the bm:ning Indian probl~ms of 
tlie day. The reason for making a speech in support orthis .resolution was 
"year after year the Government in various parts· of tbe country are 
making their settlE>ment operations ·more . harsh . a~d. more severe, 
they are neglecting more and · more the principles ·which have been 
laid down for their guidance by their great predecessors, and they are causing 
tbe revenue demand to press more and more harshly upon the great bulli: 
of the population," This procedure "is ·very largely responsiblEr, if not 
wholly responsible, for the continual poverty and the ever recurring fits of· 
extreme misery which unfortunately afilict this country and especially the 
agricultural portion of it. Me~ like Lord Cornwallis and Sir John 
Shoi·e, Sir Thomas Munro and Elphinstone • ·• . , and a host of others have 
over and over again in ~e most emphatic way repeated the expression of their 
opinion as to the want of a permanent· settlement being the cause df the great 
evils wbich afHicted the masses of the population, and they have over and 
.over again declared that the only safe, the only sound, wise and statesmanlike 
policy for this country is to introduce throughout the whole of it principles 
of permanence of demand and fixity of tenure· for .the 'agricultural popnl~ 
t!on." As Lord Co111wallis said tbe attention of Government ought. to be. 
directed to render the asses~ment upon.the lands as little burdensome as 
possible. This is to be accomplished only by fixing it.· 

"A terrible famine desolated .the No•·th-Wesiem .Provinces of India in 1860. Such 
reiief as it WIIB possihle to organize was organized; and "hen the calamity- was over, 
the new Viceroy tried to seek out the true preven,ive for' such cal11mitie8. · Til an earnest 
and sympathetic administrntor like Canning the true remedy revealed itself at once. Be 
Pemarked that at each recurring land settlement the Government could increase its demand 
lrom the produce of the land. He marked that the extension of cultivation and improve· 

~ ~ent in the prices of crops could not, under such a system, benefit the Indian tenant "" 
~~ would benefit the British farmer. He comprehended that under this syatem the people 
oflt~cdia could save nothing, and could have nothing to fall back upon in y@ars of bad 
hnrvest~nd he.hnd the courage to r~mmend 'that the Permnnent Settlement! which 
hnd proved ~~eneficinl to the people of Bengal, should be extended to oilier parts of 
;India." ~ . · • .· 
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" Viscount Halifax, wl'iting as Secretary of State in July 1SG2, sl.ys :-

'After the most careful review of all 'hese Clnsider~tions Her :ll•jesty'• Govern• 
ment are of opinion that the adv•ntages which may be reosonobly expected to accrue, not 
only to those immediately concerned with the land but to the oo;nmunity gener.Uly, are 
sufficiently great to justify them in incurring the risk of some prospeutive lo.. of land 
l'evenue in order to attain them, and that a settlement in perpetuity in the districts in 
which the conditions required are or moy be hereafter fulfilled is a me08ure dictated by 
~ound policy aud calculated to accelerate the develop:neot of the,resources of India, and to 
insure, in the highest degree, the welfare and contentment of all classes of Her Majesty's 
subjects in the country.' " · 

· Unfortunately a considerable i:hange has since 1862 come over the 
policy of the Governm~nt of India and the Home Government, with 
reference to fixing permanently the revenue settlement of the country, and 
we are now told that it has been demonstrated that not thirty years or 
twenty years but twelve to twenty years is about the best and most sntis

. factory period of settlement. Up to 1895 there was. a standing order of the 
· Government of Madras to the following effect :-

"It is to be explained, however, to the ryots that there will be no re-ola•sifiostion of 
the soils or calculations of fresh grain ~alueo, that the rates of a .. e.sment will be revised 
entirely with reference to prices,-and that no attempt will be made to assess any ad· 
ditional value which may have b .. n give!l to land by improvements effuoted by ryols, 
even if carried out by means of capital borrowed from Government." 

Indeed in 1889 the Government of Madras, in answer to a representation 
impressing upon Government the value of permanent settlement, wrote as 
follows:-

• • 
" The recommendation that legislation should be undertaken for the purpose of 

defining authoritatively the status of the r,vot need not be noticed 'at length, for it ia mad; 
under a misapprehension.of the real fact. Nor hilS the Government any intention of re· 
vising the classification of soils. This princiele bas been repeat~dly Iui<l down and is very 
clearly stated in· the settlement Manual. 'l'he statement to the contrary in the Manual of 
Administration is inoonect and the ~e·classificalion of the Chidambaram 'faluk is not llo 

violation of the assurances of Government, as this taluk h .. never 'been settled on the 
system now followed \hroughout the rest of the Presidency." 

But in 1895 a sudden discovery was made ami it was stated that in a 
despatch of 1883 the Secretary of State had announced that any idea of a 
permanent settlement throughout the whole of India must be formally 
abandoned. And now the following standing order is substituted in place 
of the o~e quoted above :-

"At each settlement and resettlement of a District, Government will fill at its 
discretion the period for which such settlement or re-settlement shall be in force. The Cal
lector shall then notify the period in the District Gazette, and explain to the ryots that tho 
~new rates will·not bo liable to alteration during the currency of t~e settlement period ; but 
or. the expiry of the said period Government reserves ~itself the right to •·evise tile assess
ment in s11ch manner as may then seem ju<t and proper, either with re_forence solely to 

/ 



a rise or fall in prices, or with reference also to other. considerations suoh as would require 
_a re-classification of soils or a rocaloulation ~'the grain out-tu~s," * . · · 
. The speaker p~inted out that the .onlt rule· with reference to the land 
revenue demand ; "seems to be to fix it at the maximum amount which ca~· 
;safely be extracted from the people ; that is which will just not compel · th~ 
people" to abandon the land and so prevent anything at· all being collected.'~ 
·Various arguments are ·advanced, hilt they can hardly bear· examination. 
_The only reason ·seems to be that Governmell.nvallt. monet and they know 
it is the easiest way ~o obtain it."· "They' squeeze the agricultural population 
and owing. to peculiar circumstances, peculiar habib -·and long established 
<eilstoms of the population, it is possibl~lo thus 'obt&in an-enhanced revenue 
without ·actually driving the people olf the land." A quotation from a 

. . . I . ~ ~ . . . 

Madras Revenue Officer is very much to ~h_e point_:,..,. 
" Capital is fi'eely sunk at home on a limi~d lease w.ith an unc01;ditional snrrender 

et the end. A Scotch farmer, for example, will! not hesitate to embark his whole· fortune 
.on 30 yelll'S. Fot•, at the end of his lease, if he and his landlord . can't agree- as to term~ 

• Note,-It ia difficult to nuderotaod the poalti:JI talfen up by the Madrna Governmeut. since 1896. 
The resolutions of the Government of India of 188! and the deapatch of· the. Secretary of State of ·1883 

· aplicitly alate, it ia trn•, that the idea of a permanebt oettlement pure and •aimpja moat be ·formally 
abandoned. But the resolution of the Government of ~ndia, tho principles of which were 11ocepted by the 
Secretary of St~te unreaenedly admits that'' the exlsling ayatem of complete periodical aettlement. involv~ 
.erioua evils the moat prominent of which are, the nneaalneaa arlafng from unceftainty, tile· riak of undue. 
·enhancementa, tha annoyauce to the people al)d coat to: ~he State, of field operations, and detailed enquirl.S 
into the returns of landod property-and the checli to eJ:penditnre qn, improvemenla. . Theaa eviiB, it waa 
thought, might in the main he avoided, without incurring the disadvantages of aue&~~meqta ahaolutely ftxed 
in perpetuity, It baa therefore bee11 d""ide4 that, in .the &rot pl'ICO, tbe .rnle already existing, bnt which, 
on the half-IIJISell principle, haa not always 'been ~bserved; sbllil b0 ·effectually enforced, that a88el8menta 
ohall not be enhanced on-aoeount of improvements ma<le by·th~towner or oultivalo!'. Snbject to thia role, 
and where aperituce baa ,bown exiating settlements tote reaaonabi1 adequate and equitable. there will 
be no g•ueral revioion of the fi~ld work, and aseeBBmenta will btl. raioed on three gronqda Ol!ly :-Edeusion 
of cnltivalion, inoreBie of Produce duo to improvements miule by the lilbit., and rile of price~, el!haneemeuta 
•on the latter ground being strictly limited. Th- prineiplea, which h•e been in g'eneral 1\CCepted by the 
local Governments and approved by the Secretary_ of State, 'fill for the futuu &overn . tbe revi•ioa of 
periOdiCal ,.,ttlemeu18 th~ougbout Judia..' . . . ; . _ . . • · · · . · . . • 

In other worda, the Government in 1882-8:! while ·ahaildoQjng t.be permanent ~e$tlem~nt pure and 
aimple granted by the deap~teh of 1862, guaranteed in ito piace·a modi6od permanent.aettlement which, ao 
lilr aa the Ryotwary Diatricta go, meant that thel'!' wool d.- be 'Ill." re-clasaific4tioo of qoilc or a ...;.!cui&> 

. . . . . .. - . 
~lion of tbe grain outrturns,"- · . •-. · . . - . · ·. . _ . - · _ : 

See also the diacuaoiop on the llill No.~- of 18811 ·to om~nll1he. Bom~:v lAnd :nevonu~ oO~~. 
(Bombay !lovernment GallOtte, ~ogoat 9, 181!6, part ,V, page 78.) . ' ~-

• · . In the diacnsaion which eianed at' the aecon<l reaoling ofthiillill, lh~ :Q:on'ble .Mr, feile; liow Sir Jameo 
PeU•, and lnember of the India Council, said 1- · ' - · •. 

. ''The obligation binding on tb;, G~vernment ill these matlers, and eapeci~Uy ill- i-e~rd 'to avo1din~ 
re-c1MaiflcatioiL wherever it·cau be JLvOi'ded, is guaranfeed Dy.a··fJigber mandate t4tm aiJ.f ·proVisioDs w._ich 

·OOnld be inserted in a local Act, ·It ia gulll'l!nteed by the broad principlea for the security ·and eqeournge, 
ment of agriculture laid down by aupreme authority for the who!~ lD4iiiD :f;mpire. . , .. •.· , . The 
objeota held in view by the Government of India in ra83 were 1~ · • 

: (IJ That a periO<}ohould he bed iii the filcal hiatory of every district after which there ahoU)d b 
. no further attempts to obtain freab valuations o£_thuoil; ,_ · ·. . •.. • • · . . · ·, 

"'( (!) _That the futnre aaaeaamenta of land revenue ahould he arranged nnder.auch r~lea and in auoh 
ab.a!'ner aa will enable the proprietora of land to foreca•t with tolerable precision and wjlhout :oftici&l aid 
the euh m•nt of revenue to which they wili iu future he subject ; · · · 

(3) t the settlement ahould be auoh BB to secure to landhoiders the profits_ of aU improvemon.l 
' which tbe1 may ake on their ••totea."-Ent<oa. · • 
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for ~he future, he realizes his stock, &o., and moves with ease to where he can ge~ land 
on terms that suit him better. But in India, it is not one, nor a thouBand, but perhapa a 
hun,lred thouound ryots, that must toke up this 30 year• lease at fue Bame ~ime ; and it • 
ia lOO,OJO ryots that must be prepared, when the lease is up, to realioe nloo, at oue and 

. the same time, and mov& if necesBary. Bu~ how is the agrioulturalstock of a distriot of 
ten or fifteen fuousand square miles to be realiaed r And where are 100,000 ryots to go r 
'l'he position of Scotch and lndinn lease-holders at the end of fue lease is very different l 
and this affects fue whole question." . 

The Hon'ble Mr. D. S. Garud (Bombay) in seconding the proposition 
· pointed out that enhancements were of the very essence of the existimce of 

the Survey and Settlement Departments and that the peasantry which was 
the salt of the country was going down every year : the only way to save 
them was to give a greater fixity and permanence to the revenue demand. A 
statesman, he concluded, who would give a permanent settlement to all India 

· would be the greatest benefactor not only of India but of the British Empire. 
·• · Mr. S. V. Bhagawat (Berar), Mr. D. N. Khare (Cent~al Provinces) and 
Mr. Pandu~ang · .Bap.uji (Berar) addressed the· meeting in Marathi, the 
subject being one in which at least half the audience as owners of land felt 
the vary greatest interest, 

~ 

The next resolution, which dealt with what an epigram-loving Viceroy 
.called "a· counsel of perfection," the sep11,ration of Judicial from Exec"Qtive 
functions; was moved by Mr. J. Chowdhari (Bengal). He referred to lir. 
J',fano Mohan Ghose's labour.s on tile subject and his demonstration of the. 
urgency and practicability of this reform. . He was seconded by Mr. C. H. 
Setal wad (Bombay) who 1·eferred to the. two schemes formulated by the 
Ron'ble Mr. Mehta for Bombay and Mr. R. C, Dutt for Bengal showing 
how the reform could be carried Ollt with·)llt any additional exp~nditure. 

- "HowAver the a!lthorities have chosen to shelve £he matter. And to 
my mind the real truth lies in the fqct that the executive authorities. see ixr 
this reform the C!lrtailment Qf their uQcontrolled powef aiid therefore they 
do not wish to c11,rry out this reform," 

The ninth resolutioQ referred to the newly appointed Famine Commission 
and gave expression to the conviction that famineil_are duet? the great poverty 
of the people, brought on by the drain of the wealth of the country which bas 
been going. on for years together, and by the el[cessive taJLation and over·assess
!Dent consequent on a policy of <lxtravagance followed by the Government both 
in the Civil and Military dep~tments, which have so fllf impoverished the 
people that 11t the first touch of scarcity they are renuered helpless and must 
perish -qnless fed by the State or helped by private charity ; ~~ond that the true 
r11medy ag~~inst the recurrence of famines lies in the adoption of a policy which 
would eJlforce economy, husband the resources of the St9ote, foster the develop
ment of indigenous and IQcal arts and industries, which have practically been 
llXtinguished, and help forward the introduction of mod~rn arts 11,nd industries, 

This proposition was pu£ from the chair as it h~d been thoroughly 
qiscussed on previous occasions and the views of the whole reform party 
bearing on it had beeQ so aptly put by the.Presidellt ill his address. . - . . 

g 
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The gen~i~u· '· · When the Concrress met · on the third day the first ·question thatl 
help of the Bnt1sh . o ' . 
r.•~lic and .the Co- • engaged its attention WI\S one on which, it is pleasant to-- note,tlui Congress 
3:;:;oe. dunog the and its opponents would entertain no difference of opinion. 1'1_1fs proposition · 

• 

•• 

was divided into two parts, in the first of which gratitude . was expressed 
to the British public and the peoples of the Colonies <and other foreign 
countries for the generous aid afforded by them to the starvJng millions of 
this country during the last famine and appreciation of the services rendered 
by many men· aud · women-;-English .and Indian,.,-ahd the pecuniary help 

. given by them. · In the second part instruction was given to the . various 
Congress Co[\lmittees to raise a sum of a thousand pounds to be sent to the 
Lord Mayor of London :for putting up a memorial expressing the· gratitude 
of the people of India for the help rendered . tO. them. Every one was 
-agreed as to _the first part, but some few were of opinion ·that· on . account 
of the calamities-famine and plague-through which the country had passed 
and the danger still looming of a greater spread of the plag11o; it would . per· 
haps be found difficult to raise the requisite amount, and that therefore ihe 
wiser course would be, first, to raise _money without passing a resolution as 
to any fixed amount. With the exceptio11 of these few persons, the proposi· 
tiou was accepted by the general body of delegates and passod. 

E•ecutive Ooon- The eleventh proposition was moved by the Honourable. !lfr. N; Stibb:{ 
~~~t,.~dras and· Ro~ (J\f:adras), who observed that though at first sight the resolutio~' 

·appeared as of a provincial character, still when closely . examined i~ would 
appear that it was connected closely with the intention of the. Proclamation 
of 1858.-. ·:Owing to the efforts of the Congress leaders, an«l: especially to 

- • • . . . . - > 

those of Mr. Bradlaugh, the Congress demand ubou~ .the .;-eform of the 
Legislative Councils has been partially 'granted by .Government. ·This 

• concession, .even though not sufficiently· liberal, has materially improved, 
oinatters. 'l'he additional members appointed to the Councils under Jhe ne\y 
Act have proved useful adjuncts of those Councils. But they- can only 
criticise. Government is not bound to do _anything beyond listening to 
those criticisms. The effect of the concession of. extended Councils was, so to 
eay, to give.to Indians admittance to the outer walls of the temple of. the 
Govel'Ument. By the resolution now proposed admiS$iOn was sought inside 
the temple. The knocking at the outer door of the temple, though 
carried on for the last few years, has not changed the spirit. of . the 
administration. The spitit of isolation whicb was the characteristic 
feat!lre of the Btitish administration has continued. The aim ami object 
of the Congress is to fuse as it were both the rulers and· the ruled ami 
to make · them imbued with one identical spirit in India. The pt·esent 
administration; although valuable in itself, is in many respects ignorant 
of the real wants of the people. The reason is that it does not associate 

'-. itself with. those. w4o have a real insigtt into the feelings an1l aspirations 
'o(_the people. The honourable. gentleman referred to the hast.y action of 
thBll~bay Government in deporting the. Natus and imposing the P11nitive 
Police oit.Poona, &c., and attributed this conduct to ignorance reigning in thr 

~- . 
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Council of Bombay ; and by way of remedying this evil, and with a l'ie\v 
to avoid simill\1' occurrences in futu1·e, it was that the Congress suggesteJ 
t·hat the Execntive Uovernments of the rresidencies should associate witb 
themselves an Indian who would underst:wd tbe r!'al feelings and grievanr.es 
of the pe_ople. He. asked if natives were found competent enough to be 
raised to the highest judicial tribunals of the land and to administer justice 
side by side with Englishmen.- why should they be unfit for Executive 
C~uncils ! Why should Blitish Government drive the best tnl.ent of tho 
land to seek Dewanships in Native State ~ He ended by observing that ihe 
Congress did not find fault with the present administrators Ol' their good 
intentions _or their capaeity ; ~~hat the Congress complained about was that 
the administrators were wanting in that knowledge of and sympathy with 
the aspirations of the people of the country which \Va.s necessn.ry for the 
progressive conditions of India. lie said ·if ren.l Indian statesmansbip was 
associated with Englisb statesmanship in tlte Government of different 
provinces, India would be spared in f11t11re the rec11rrenee .of the deplorable 
spectacle which Bombay showed. 

Mr. N. C. Kelkar (Bombay) in seconding the proposition said tbat he 
entirely approved of the wise ,policy !Jf Government of appointing to tbe 
Governorships of Boml)ay and Madras statesmen from England to the 
exclusion of the services in India, but complained that good statesmen were 
very rarely a}>pointed and that India bad even the bitter experience of 
accepting " spot·tsmanship " for statesmanship. These provinCial Governor· 
ships were not held in high honour in England, andgood statesmen could not 
be tempted to accept them. He said the administration of a province was a 
position of great trust, img to competently fill it gentlemen of j11dicial tem· 
perament were necessary. A Governorwas in the position of a helmsman, and 
the whole "administration receives the e\)louring of the principles and ide~s 
which actuate and guide him. He complained that latterly there was a 
tendency to exclude the judicial element from the Councils, and urged that it 
was necessary that Executive· Councils should ·receive expansion. He 
reiterated the question of the previous speaker that if natives could be good 
Judges and able iegislators, why should they not make S'lccessful membe1·s 
of the Executive CounciL . ' 
~. The next proposition was moved by the Hon'ble Babu Surendra Nath 
Banerjea (Calcutta) with his usual heart-stirring eloquence. It referred to a 
matter which had deeply moved the public mind and had raised serious 
apprehensions about the liberty of person enjoyed under the British 
administration-the sudden incarceration and detention for months without 
trial of the Nato brothers. . It was to the following effect :-

" ThaHhis Co11gress respectfully dcp~:ecate• the exercise by the Government of the 
ext.aordinary powers vested in them by Bengal Regulation III of l!ll8, :lladras Hegala
tion II of 1819, and Bombay Re,gulalion XXV of 1827 at a &ime or peace and quiet, and 
submits that such powers should be exercised only under such limitations as will ensure ilieir 
being put in force with the utmost circumspection and care and under a sense of the high
es& responsibility by the Governmen&. 

The N ala llro-; 
tl era anti the old. 
RcgulatiooA. 
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"(a.) This Congress. therefore urges that none of these Regulations· sl•oqldlle put 
into force ·except a!te:r notification by. the Local Government concerned that . the circum
stances contemplated by the preamble oLtbe Regulations exist in its P!'Ovirice- ~or· in some 
definite area within the Province, and ,l,aHt in tendo, if necc8snry, to exercise the powers· 
Tested in it ; and further tho~ in no case should such powei-s extend to keeping a. ·person 
arrested under them in custody for a period longer than three· months without his being 
brought to trial before a Court of Justic&. · · · . _: · • . · 

" (b.) That thia Congress, while feeling that th~ Gove~nmen~ ~f BombaJ.m~t havti 
acted under a sense of responsibility in a1:resting the Sardars Natu under· Bombil.f Regula
tion XXV of 1827, ia yet of opinion, that five months having. now elapsed from such arrest, 
it is the duty of the Government, in the interests of iusiioe, and els<> to· allay the disquiet. · 
and uneasiness which hilS been created in the minds.. of the peopla at. Luge by_ the •rrest, 
to bring them:._ the SardarB Natu-to trial without. deiay, or, if the Government have no 
sullioient evidence against them to place bafore a Court of Justice, t() release them." , . . ~ . ···--·· ····:"'- .... --· -~----,--.... ___ . __ .· __ -_ ·- . . ' - . -

The summary.we give here of the Hon'ble Bilou Sui'endranath's speech 
does not, we are conscious, do foil justice to the masterly array· of facts, pthe 

. vigorous logic, the searching criticism, of that powerful oration. ' Every ·one 
in that vast audien<;e was thrilled and electrifi~by it. ' . . . 

After rQferring to thll mlsfortones nuder which India· ~as then: li~.trer~ng 
and mentioning that the Congress had an arduous and responsibie. iask 
before it, the honourable gent1ema.n proceeded ~o sa.y tha,~ the repre~sive ·a~d 
retrograde poiic;r Governw.ent had inaug~rated was tb,e greatest m,isfortunQ 
of India, nnd that she b,ad .to face a very grave crisis. There was ·a_-tendency· 
on the part of the present ru,lers to (lepart from .the traditionalliheral policy 
of Anglo· Indian adm,ioistratiou. . .After _reooonting the several bqotis .the 
British Government had conferred on lodil\, such. ·as a :Free Press. Locai _ 
Self-government and the eularged l.egislative Comicils, the speaker asked~-

- ' • ~ - ,- - • ' 1'. 

whether the rulers were prepared to stifle the very ambitions· tD.ey them-
splves had awakened aod put baclr the cl(lck of progress: He wondered 
that the Poona, murd,ers, which everyone deplored, should have so . unsettled 
the mental equilibrium of Government. The Congress denounced' violeQt 
methods, and believed that order was the first coodi~ion or political prog..ess. 
Th.e speaker said, that the quartering of the Punitive Police on Poona was .a . . . .. . •, 

mistake ; and the trial of :M;r. Tilak a greater misWte > and the. incarceration 
of the Natus a still greater one. PerSCIII.al liberty was · the inalienable 
birth-right of British subjects IU\d. the indefeasible adjuuQt of British 
citizenship, and every British subject was interested in maintaining this 
,right fre~ from encroachw.ent of autocratic power ; and the voice of protest 
raised by the Congress was sure to evok;e a response in ~:~very ciyilized 
quarter of the world. The lnd,ians we~e British subjects 11nd were entitled 
to the privileges of British su'bjects, and tile Con,grel\8 will strive its best to 
secure those privileges. by constitutional.J:neans. :tf CiviB .Romaf!U« ,qm was 

~ the boast o~ t?e a.ncie~t worl~, Ciois lh"itaniCwl 81#11 was the distinction of ihe 
'Greater Br1tain to wb,1ch Indu~ ~elonged,. The ~egulation II:{ of 18~8 was 
objectionable on grounds of expediency and justice. After referring to. thlil 
1\~SWllfihl{,LQrd Geor~e H;am,ilton ~n th~ B;Qu,s.e Qf Commons ~n _the w.a~ter 
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of the Natus; the speaker showed how untenable the "conspiracy theory " 
was; aud· said that·if Chaphekar's confession was true, it absolved all except 
himself and his brother from blame. There was nothing to connect the 
Natus with the murders, and the speaker complaine<i about the reticence 
of Government when requested· to explain the. reasons of their detention. 
Lord Sandhurst's reply that they were detained for reasons of State was 
altogether unsatisfactory. The people were entitled to know those reasons·. 
government had its obligations and duty towards the people. · Security 

..,of'life and property were the great ·foundations on which rested the vast, 
the "stupendous, the colossal fabric of British rule in India, and· these would 
be seriously· endangered if one .could be arrested and kept in custody for 
months together without trial. The. Regulations were passed in 1818, 
1819 and 1827, when the times ware ·disturbed and Government bad some 
justification in· enacting them. The times had, however, altered and the 
country was quite-peaceful, and the ordinary Criminal Law of the land was 
sufficient ·to keep order. The speaker said he could understand what 
religiOIJ3 fanaticism was, but he had never heard of political fanaticism. 
Ireland was in a chronic state of disaffection, and yet it could do without 
such regulations, and why not India t England herself had supplanted 
despotic methods In India by forms of constitutional Government and 
by _the ordinances· of Divine Providence, British Government was bound 
to· press forward~ the ~areer of beneficence and progress which sbe 
initiated. · The·"speaker · drew a ·contrast . between the· noble acts of 
Government hi l837, 1877 and 1887, when the boons of the Proclamation, 
b.rger admlssio~ into public service and enlarged Councils were extended 
to India on the one hand, and the repressive . policy of Government 
in 1897 on "·tbe~ other. The speaker assured the audienne that it was, 
however, a passing phase and that there w~ no reason to despair :- • 

"Despotism has been banished from Europe. Banished by whom r By England,. 
the august mother of free nations. (Cheers.) And it is her high 111ission in Asia to 
supplant despatic methods by the forms of constitutional Government. Our rulers cannot . 

. remain stationary. Lord Lansdowne said on a great occasion that men and thing~~o 

cannot s'aud 'dill in this Empire of tho Queen. Nor can they 'go back. By this 
irresistible DJandato of nature, by tho ordinances of Divine Providence, they are bound to 
press forword in that coroor of bene~1,10noe and progress which has added to the atobility 
of British rule in India and· whi!)h has won for it the lo.sting ·gratitude of tho teeming 
millions of my country)IJen. To ns it is a matter of i~expressible regret thai In thlo year 
of the Jubilee, while the rest of the Empire are rejllicing in the accesoion of enlarged 
fre'ed.om, of extended trade, and or universal happinoss, we the poople of India should hove 
to deplore the retrograde policy of 'the Government of India ; and the bitterness of this di•· 
appointment is intensified by the refteetion th~t in the po.st, in all celebrations connected 
with the aug-oM personality of our gracious Sovereign (cheers), a substantial boon was con. 
ferrejl., or 0t l)ny rate lhe promise of a substantial boon was made. In 1857 when Her Majesty 
undertook the Government of this country, she consecrated her connection by the i88ue of 
that· PJ"Oclomation which is our Magna Chorta (cheers), our wotch-word, our battle-cry, 
the gospel of our political deliverance. In 1877,. when Her Gracious M.jesty assumed the 
Im~rial title, the .Olemn promise was made for the wider employment of the people of 
India in the public senice of'their colllltry. In 1887, when the Jubilee was celebrated, 
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Lord Dufferin fo1:eshodo.,.:~d the expansion of the 'councils.· oli a.: representative: !>'&sis, and 
what have 'we got in the year 1897, in connection with .the crowning. celebrdion~of, the 
most glorious reign that the world has·ever seen f, A profusion of· titles and_ ~ecorati<>ne• 
conferred !'POD person~, some of whom are menlikq ,Sir :Manohorjee Bhownagree (cries 
of" Shame"), folluwed by a.policy of repression and retrogression. ·But 1 do not. despair. 
There are elements of hopo that cheer and stimulate us in the depth of our despondency.' 
The attention of tho British public has been_ prominently called to Indian· questions. ·We 
h~>ve ouly met with a ~emporary check. It may be in the words of Mr. Gladstone (cheers), 
whose birthday is to-day, that the banne~ which we hold eloh may droop in our sinking 
hands, but there can be ·no 'doubt that others· will rise, ·who born in happier times and • 
under more fortunate oo~ditions and aided by the irresistible forces which silently develop 
themselves in the bosom of society, will carry that ftag,:if not, to an easy, at any rate, to an 
assured victory. The noblest .he1·itage that we can leav~ to our children is . the heritage 
of enlarged rights, sofeguardeil by the loyal devotion. and fervent enthusiasm ¢ an eman·. 
cipated people. If we are not able to. d'l that, let us see to it that the rights and ·pri,•i· 
leges which have come down to us from the past, and. which we hope to transmit to ·those 
who come after us, may .remain. unimpaired .and 'untarnished. It is ·inspire!! ·by such 
feelings and animllted by such convictions that we ·desire 'to 'record this emphatic protest · 
against these arbitJ·ary proceedings of ihe Governmorir, and I am stlre, having regard to the , 
justice of our cause and tl•e righteousness of our deinmnd, the great God ·of nations who 
silently and slowly but with irresistible might leads, kingdom& mnd. communities onwards 
to their destined ends will vouchsafe ~ ·our ·prayer his choicest. )ll•ings: in.· plentiful 
abundance. (Loud. and continued applause.)", · . , . 

Mr. R. K. R .. Cama (Bombay) in seconding the proposition . .feferred to , 
the Preamble to the Regulation of 1827, and pointed out that the tinactment · 
was intended to be brought into operation only in times or great. danger 
when there- was apprehension of a foreign invasion or ~nternal rebellion ... He 
showed that since the troublous times of1827 India bad changed vastly and , 
that the British Gover~ment iu India had become solidly established, not : 
hle1·ely on physical strength, ·but also on the contentment and loyalty of the · 
people. He said Government showed a deplorable want of confidenc.e. in 
their own strength and in the benevolence of their rule, when the;r startled . 
the Indian public by the arrest of the Sardars Natu, under_ a· Regulation, 
which was looked upon.as obsolete. He referred to the defence given by· 
Lord George Ham'ilton of the hasty action of Government, and wondered 
ho'v a responsible minister could give utterance to such absurd views. Since 
1827, the Criminal LMV of the land had been codified in all its branches and 
the ordinary law was more than sufficient to meet. cases of emergency. A 
false alarm was caused by the unfortunate murders .at Poona, the Chitpur 
riots and the Frontiei troubles, which the public ~f England was misled into 
thinking were the-results of general discontentment: He said the Natu brothers 
had been in custody over five months and people were entitled to know the 
reasons of their arrest and to Claim that they should be brought to trial if 
there be evidence against them. He ended by observing that the modification 
in the law suggested by thfl Congress was necessary it). the ends of justice. 

Mr. P. Kesava Pillai (Madras) in supporting the proposition dwelt on 
the invidious race distinction that. was observed in tlie administration of 
justice in India and gave a concrete instance from the Madras side. · 
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M:r. Alfred Nundy (N. W. P.) pointed out that the proposition sug
gested a reform which was essential in the interests of all communities. 

llfr. V. K. Kale (Bera.r) explained the resolution iu l\Iarathi and made 
a pithy speech in support of it. 

The thirteenth resolution dealt with the recent move on the part of 
the Government to increase the severity and multiply the terrors of the law 
of sedition. If the press prosecutions in the Deccan had evoked sympathy, 
and the arrest and detention without trial under wtters de cachet of peaceful 
citizens had roused apprehensions amongst the diffe1·ent sections of the 
Indian community, the wanton and unjustifiable attu.ck on the lillerty of 

. speech and the liberty of the press created profound sensation in both the 
·Indian and the Anglo-Indian communities. Non-official Europeans, who on 
account of their want of acquaintance with the facts of native Indian life, 
did not bestow much thought on tlie un wisdom of the press prosecutions 

. or the principles involved in the case of the Natus, but who at the same 
time had not resigned themselves to the guidance of the official organs in 

. the press,-instinctively perceived that the so-called proposed amendment 
of a few sections in the Penal Code and the Criminal Procedure Code in
volved consequences of a most serious character aud threatened the very 
existence of those principles which a free-born Briton considers as the very 
breath of his 'nostrils. The opposition against the amendment of the law 
of sedition did not consist on this occasion of the bctcnoira of the officials, 
the Indian National Congress and its friends and adherents, but included 
also the Bengal Chamber of Commerce, the Calcutta Bar Association and 
the Planters' Association. . . 

·The resolution was couched in the following terms :- • 
" That this Oongress views with alarm and anxiety the changes proposed in the exist· 

'ing law of sedilion as defined in Section 124..4, and of circulating false reports as defined 
in Section 505 of the Indian Penal Oode, and i• or opinioa that Section 12U of the 
Indian Penal Code requires amendment, not in the direction· of greater stringency but 
in that of greater freedom, and if the law of sedition in India is to. be made the oom; no 
it is in England, the administration of it ougM to be saf&-guarded substantially in the 
same way as it is there, namely, thot the triul of accused persons must always be by jury, 
at least one half of whom ohould be person• or the same nationality as the accused, and 
that their verdict should be unanimouo. And this Congreos strongly protests against oases 
of sedition being made triable by .Magistrates and not by Oourts of Sessivns and High 
Oourts exclusively, as heretofore, and against the proposal to invest Di•trict Magistrates 
with the power of calling upon persons who, in their opinion, disseminate disaffection, to 
find sureties of good behaviour for twelve months. This Oongross ill further of opinion 

· that the changes in the law now proposed will be altogether at variance with the pledges 
given by Sir Jameo FitzJameo Stephen when passing Section 124..4 of the Indian Penal 
Code through the Council and will deal an irreparable blow to liberty of speech and 
freedom of tlie press, thus retarding the progreos of the country and creating terror 
instead of confidence in the minds of the people. 

Tluit a copy of this Resolution be submitted to the Legislative Council by the Pre
sident." 

The new amend .. 
menta in tho law of 
eediLiou. 
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It was moved by that veteran and trusted leader of the educated com
munity, Mr. W. C. Bonnerjee (Calcutta). He pointed out that the section 
relating to sedition did not exist in the Penal Code as·. originally passed, but 
was introduced by Sir James Stephen in 1870. :!from 1860 to 1870 Her 
Majesty's Government got on without the section,. and from 1870'.to 1897 
there was no occasion for appealing, except once-and that too unavail
ingly-to that section. Even now, Mr. Bonnerjee said, we sh01dd not have 
heard anything about any sedition in the c01~ntry; such as would necessitate 
a change in the law but for the unfortunate · events ·which hli.ppened at 
Poona on Her Majesty's Diamond Jubilee day, .. The law as laid down in· 
the section framed by Sir James Stephen was explained by' Mr. Justiqe 
Strachey of the Bombay High Court in Mr. Til~~·s trial, but the people of 
the country generally believed that it was not ll. ·proper e:~;position of the 
law. But even the law laid down by that)earned judge~ was )>etter than the 
Bill introduced by the Hon'ble Mr. Chalmers. Under the amendment .of 
Mr. Chalmers, no public speaker, no writer in the public press would be 
safe. The proposed measure showed an.utter-flistr-u.st of the people on the 
part' of the Government-a distrust no· way deserved as the Jndians were, as . 
a people, perfectly loyal to the Government and never dreamt. of subverting 
it or of rendering any help active or passive to its enemies to subvert it. It 
is said that the only object in ,proposing the amendment was to assimilate. 
the law of sedition in tqis country with the law on the same subjl)ct as it 
exists in England. But if the law of seditiou in India is to be made the 

. . 
same as in England, we ought to have the same machinery for the a4minis· · 
tration of the law li~re as exists in England. In England tria,la for sedition· 

· are held before a judge who is a countryman of the prisoner, au.d by a 
jucy who are also countrymen of the prisoner, and no trial · can take place 
unless .a true bill has been found against the prisoner by a grand jury who 

·are also countrymen of the prisoner. Far from any such kind of machinery . 
being given to us what was going. to be done was to empower District· 
M:a~istrates to try CB.!Ies of s'edition which was a most appalling thing as thE:se . 
officers are entirely dependent upon the good-will of the :Jl;xecutive Govern• . 
ment. Further, Mr. Chalmers' Bill did_ no~ proceed on the .lines of tl:)e 
English law of seqition at all. J;n conclusion tqe spea~er ~qade a very feeling 
ap.J?eal to Government no~ ~o persevere ill its ~Olll'Se :-, 

" I should have thQugbt that seeing that the co~ntry hl\8 just been pqsaing through 
tile last of ~ very oevere affiiction in the shape of famine, that there has been a recrude. 
scence of the plague in various parts af it, al!d that otqer oiroumstan~s, notably the pres& 
prosecutions in the :Bombay Presid~ncy, have stirred .the mind of the people to ita .very 
depth, this is ·j~\ the timq where a wise lejl'isla~r,. even ~ th?re '\YBS nece~ity f?-r it, would 
hesitate Ionll' before eJI!barking on a proces~ of act1on ..,.h,oh. lB l!llre to g1ye riSe, as llf.r. 
Chalmers' Bill '!J.as undoul!tedly given rise, to great tarror on the part of the people. But 
we; 'of course,· ~ccOrding to -our rulers~ have no ide!' ·of ·the· proper tim~ and occasion for 
changes in the law. Lord Elgin's Governmem are all wise, and I am afraid t~at notwith· 
standing our protesl, and I make bold to say the protest of every right thinking ·person in 
t}le IJ()untry which will go to· the Government, this Bill will be forced into law. All the 
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protests-will, be in vain. We mua~ however, -carry our protest before a higher authority 
than even Lord Elgin's Govel'Dlllent. We mnat go before the British l'nblio. We must 
explain to them how the agents they have sent to govern tho country on their behalf and 
in their name are dealing with the people, that is dealing in a manner wholly unworthy 
of the British name and the British love of freedom. And if we ean convince them that 
we are right, I have no doubt that the British nation will rise in their wrath and free "'" 
from the trammels which Lord Elgin and his Councillor• are forging for uo. (Loud pro
longed cheering.) " 

The resolution was seconded by 1\fr. R. N. Mudliolkar (Berar). He pointed · 
out that the proposed amendmen·t involved an invasion over the freedom of 
speech and the liberty of the press granted by the British Government and 
was a distinctly retrograde measure. The general opinion amongst those of 
the people of the country who knew anything of this subject was that the 
exposition of the law by Mr. Justice Strachey was not in consonance with the 
law of sedition as enforced in England, and that section 124A should be made 
conformable to that law. What was, however, proposed in the Legislative 
Council was to put in the Penal Code a section which would render the law 
here harsher than it is in England, and an increase was to be made in the 
powers -of the magistrates and the police such as never. existed in the 
Criminal Law of India. The Bill said that comments on the measures of 
Government should be made in such a manner as not to eicite hatred, con· 
tempt or disaffection. The speaker showed that this restriction practically 
rendered all criticism impossible, 1\s even the most sober c~ticism of a wrong 
measure or a foolish policy must excite contempt if not hatred against it. 
He showed by quotations from works of authority that this was not the 
English law. He further showed that the proposed law would be worse 
than the existing Indian law. · Under the English law and the Indian law 
prior to tlte amendment, a criminal intent was of the essence of the offence of 
sedition.. But the amendment omitted all reference to a. criminal intentr. 
" The result," the speaker urged, " will be this, that in no case. can we be 
certain that even legitimate and most necessary criticism can safely be made. 
I think that neither in the interest of the governors nor in that of the 
governed is it safe that this should be so. The British Government by its 
very nature is a liberal Government, and constituted as that Government is, 
it is necessary for it to know the feelings and wants of the people. But if 
ordinary criticism made with the most bana jidll purposes is to be rendered 
unsafe, the effect of it will be that nobody will think it safe to apprise the 
Government of "'hat goes on. -The administration of the country in every 
form will a'eteriorate, and both the governors and the governed will suffer 

by it," . 

He. then went into the othe1• amendments of a harmful nature proposed 
to be made, and referred to the gagging nature of section 108 of the Criminal 
Procedure Bill under which magistrates were empowered to demand, 
without any trial, on what may after all be a mere suspicion, security from 
a speaker or writer for not uttering or publishing anything which in t4e 
opinion of the magistrate may be seditious or defamatory. 

i 
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The discussion of the question waa continued by Pandit Bishan Narayan 
Dar (Lucknow). Very justly did he point out that the amendment "has 
been thrust upon the Legislative Council ' with the utmos_t possible hastE'. 
It has been forced upon the Leiislative Council, )Vi~hout giving the country 
any opportunity to express its opinion upon it, and also it has. ,been_ intro· 
duced at a time when it was.most inopportune that it should be introduced, 
because the general impression in the country is that it would not- have 
been introduced but for the unfortunate murder of two _ European offi· 
cials." )( x x x " There are three things to be considerea with 
regard to ev~ry measure that is brought -before the Legislative Council. 
First, whether the evil which is intended to _be cured does really exist. 
The second thing that is to be considered is whether thQ measure , is effica
cious enough to cure the evil ; and the- third point to be considered is 
w:hether, while it cures the evil, it does not give birth to worse evils than the
one it cures: Well, Sir, Tshall have no difficulty in showing you that there 
is no necessity for such a measu~e as is now before the Legislativ~ Council, nor 
even 'if it were passed into law it will meet the necessity of the hour, nor if it 
does meet it, will it fail to create worse evils than those it is suppose<l to cure." . . ·- - . . 

He quoted a very pertinent passage from the minute of Lord Hobhouse, 
which runs thus :- · · -

"As regards the principal subject on which the English- and Native newspapers differ 
in form, there is no difference in spirit,-I. mean the ·subject of _clasa preferences. The 
English papers do not frequently Mttack the Government about it, because their_ own class 

· is dominant. But let there be any attempt to treat classes with more .even-handed. justice 
than lias been customary, and aee what happens. Why. outcries and menaces, compared 
to which the oomplaints of the native newspapers are gentle murmurs._ In the Meares 
case, I forget whether it was one of the newspapers Qr one of the speMkers at a public 
meeting in Calcutta, who threatened that the European community wonld be ;ti a -state of 
fobellion, if that plain act of justice were maintained. Whoever was guilty of that- parti
ealar piece of folly, the language of- the English newspapers was outrageously violent 
against the Jeosore magistrate, Mr. Justice Phear, and Sir Richard Couch, and threatened 
the Government with all sorts of disasters, if it supported the sentence.- -In the_Fl'ller 
case we are now experiencing a manifestation of the same spirit, though in a milder fo;m;
Acoording to l!;nglish newapapers, our action is lawless, tyrannical, and fooliah, and ~an 
only be acoounted for by the union of gross ignorance with ~inister motives. , I believe 
that if we go further back into our history, e.g., to the Black Act, we sh'"an_ find._that tlie 
violence and folly of the Anglo-Indian Pre.S upon any proposal to treat the European and 
Asiatic oommnnities more nearly on an equality nsed to be greater than they are now."' 

:Those who speak of the increase of sedition in this country-ought 
to know what slur they cast upon the English people and the English 
Government ; for if true, what does it show 1 .,-It shows that- fifty years 
of English rule in India ·has failed ; that . the lllore our . education has 
advanced, the more .we have become . intimate with English life, _the more 
we have identified ourselves with English sentiment and West~rn ideas 

' which influence our social life, the more we have come to _dislike the English 
people and hate them,-the more .we have come to know them, the more 
we have come to hate them." 
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As to the efficacy ·of repressive measures Lord llobhouse is again 
quoted:-· 

" We have now in our law as much preMution againat eeditious writing u the 
original framen of the Code, the Law Commiseionere of 1860, the Committee whe settled 
the Code of 1860, and the Committee who aettled the eupplementary Act of 1870, 
considered neoeeoary, t>iz., a penalty for exciting or attempting to excite feelings of 
disaffection. We ought to have a clear case for taking further powen without trying 
the efficacy of the law we have enacted after ao much delibention." 

·The effect of such legislation is that it creates worse evils than those 
it is intended to cure. It is said that it is only the lower sort of journals 
that would be affected. But this would not be so. On the contrary both 
the higher and lower classes of journals will certainly not write openly and 
frankly as they do at present. It was pointed out by a member of the 
Government in 1877 that " inconvenient, therefore, though the extravagance 
and occasional want of loyalty evinced by the Vernacular Press may be, 
~e possess in it a useful barometer of Native feeling and sentiment ; a 
barometer such as no menaced or sycophant Press could possibly continue 
to be." 

. . 
Well did Mr. Ambica Charan Muzumdar (Bengal), who followed Pandit 

. B. Narayan Dar, show in his forcible way that the charge of sed!
. tion made now. by the members of Government "involved a tacit 
admission of incompetency and bunglings somewhere. When there is 
!iisloyalty, there is discontent. And a sudden outbw·st of discontent 
after a hundred and fifty years of settled Government-a Government 
that has unquestionably conferred a thousan<l and one blessings upon 
the Indill.n people-must presuppose mismanagement of no ordinary 
description at least in some quarter." ·Then for whom were the 
Indian people seditious 1 There was neither a Moghul Emperor nor 
a lfaratha Peshwa for whom they should be seditious. "We can 
only be seditious either for Russia. or for anarchy. And lives there a 
thinking man in this country, who doas not see that there is not much to 
choose between these two 1 No, it is our best interest and truest patriotism 
to maintain British supremacy . in India. It is no frothy sentiment of 
gushing loyalty, but the simplest dictates of commonsense and self-interest. 
1 am free to confess that !_like English Government, not for Euglaud and 
Englishmen, but for India and the Indian people. (Hear, hear.) England 
might still be England without India ; but India without Engla.nd would be 
nowhere at the present moment. (Hear, hear.) x x x Lord Lytton 
had gagged the Indian Pr11ss, but even he did not gng the Indian people. 
It was reserved for your Radical Viceroy to forge fetters for both the 
Indian Press and the Indian public at the same time in one stroke of 

his pen." 

Munshi Abdul Talib and Mr. G. N. Kane (Berar) also addressed the 
meeting on the resolution. 
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' The fourteenth resolution recorded the p~otest of tha Congress against 
the Criminal Procedure Bill then pending before the Imperial Legislative 
Council as being a retrograde and reactionary measur~ which will add to the 
already large powers of the police~. invest -m~i~trates witii .a discretionary 
authority which they did not possess under, t~e ·~heu ~xisting law and. curtail 
the powers of the Hig\1 Courts, . all. to. the ,~xtreme prejudi<;e. Or ·accused 
persons. Mr. John Adam {Madras). who JUOved. the re!lolution; said .in .his 
prefaratory remarks:~ > ,_ · '· ., ''1 

''We are told by Government . that it has been Usual;, and .that it is wise to 
revise from time to time the Codes so as to oleat: up any dillicilltiea which may, have 
been found in their interpretation and add any improvements which· the · 'cotirse of time 
has found to be necessary-a principle which, perhaps, is all very well in itself ; but thia 
lasi revision of the Code which has been produced before us does not, as the resolution 
atates;and as I hope I shall be able in a very few words to show you, really carry out in 
any way what we have always understood to be the intention of these· revisiona. In fact, 
if you. come to look at it you will find that with ·two exceptions, triz., the prQvisions .aa. io. 

6.rat oJl'enders ®pied from the English law, which; was origiually .intendell to be intro
duced as a s.oparate bill, and in faol which was introduced as a separate bill, but whioh has 
now been withdrawn-and the provisions enabling perao~a who cannot _!ind security to 

. be placed under police surveillance and not sent to jail, r· do not think .that there is a 
single improvement introduced into this Bill,. there is not a single. line added . or altered 
in the direction of progress in the Criminal Procedul'<! Code. As to clearing up doubts 
which may have arisen, these are infinitesimally few in number, lwo or three at the very 
moat, and where they have been cleared up,; they hav~ been ·cleared *up on the side of 
making the law more severe against accused persons; · But besides· that we have a lsrge 
»umber of additions tO the Bill all tending 1o p;..,duoe the three results which are set out 
in the resolution. Now, I think you. will admit that in the first place if the· bill adds to 
the already large powers· of the police it mnst: be. a retrograde· and unwelcome measure. 
I, like a great many more, here, spend • great part of- my time. in warring .against the 
police, and I certainly do not wish them to be armed. with more powerful weapons to 
e;abl~ them ~ 6.gM better than they do now. But seriou.iy, with all respect to ~e police, 
their general character throughout the. country is nol auch _as. to make any of· us desire 
that they should be armed wi.th larger powers than they now. possess. Then secondly, we 
aay that it invests· magistrates with disc~elionary' authority which tl1ey do not now 
P'»'•ess. Here again to increase in hnport:mt mailers the discretionary powers of the 
magistrates must be regarded• as a retrograde measure. We· have already· discuBBed· and 
passe:l· a ·resolution with reference to the- s;paration,. of the judiclol, Ol' more properly 
speaki11g, the magisterial and. the exeontiY& functions; anil w.e know. that Qlagislsrial 
~~we~.~re very often a!ld to a Yery large extent exe~c~ed by:.m<~n who, however well· 
meBI!ingl they Jl!ay be, have neither th<1 training nor the experience nor the ability to act 
with discretion in' the sense i:n whicl! <\iscretion is used ·in. ani. form of. legal procedure. 
(Hear, hear, and cheers.) With regard to man¥ of them it is ·not their fault, for as I ha~e 
said they have not had the training. U is not their busineBB to be magistratea. U ,. 
merely a sort of ofF-ahoot of their regular work, and they~ probabi;r have never beard of 
the definitions which great lawyers have laid down as lo whst is 'meant by discretion 9r 
judicial discretion. . I believe il was Lord :Mans6old .who said that discretion• in a legol 
sense mew "sound diacrelion guided by law." "The magi.trate must be guided by law 
and not by humour "-not by the mere whim of what he .thinks he would like to do. That 
is. not discretion in the legal sense. Discretion guided by leglil. principles would compel a 
man in the exercise of his discretion even to do tho very thing that. he would. not personally 
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wish to do. The third point which ·we say is bad and retrograde is the provision to curt..U 
the powers of the High Court. I do not think I need eay a word in support of the 
principle that if the Bill curtails the powers of the High Court it must be retrograde and 
reactionary. The extreme powers of the High Court granted under the Charters have 
always been looked up to as, in the last resort, the palladium of the accused person. There 
he feels that however hopeleBB, he has at least one friend, the Judge. High Courts, I know, 
11re not faullless ; sometimes one High Court takes one view of its duties and another High 
Court another. The Madras High Court sometimes does not thiuk very highly of ths 
decision of the Allahabad High Court or even the Calcutta High Court; and doubtless 
these Hi_gh Courts rep~y the _compliments. But of one thing we are a). ways certain. We 
,.!.ways feel that in the ordinary administration of criminal justice every High Court is 
guided by a sense of justice, and will do all in ita power to redress inequalities and 
jrregnlaritiea; or failures o1 juatioe whic)l may happen amongst subordinate magistrates ; 
and to ~urtail its power of doing so and practically to out e.wa-, such safeguards must do an 
jnfinit,v of )!.arm," 

He then quoted sections after sections to justify the animadversion 
paaoad 'by him _upon the Bill, and further details were supplied · by 
Mr. Panduran~ Govind, an experienced and eminent lawyer of Rerar. 

The ~fteenth and thp sixteenth resolutions referred to a question which 
to some ma.y possibly appear-as-of a .Provig.cil!.l natqre . but bas really 
speaking an Imperial character. They run thus :-

"That this Congres.s, while thanking the Government for granting the boon of a 
J,egislatiye Council to the Pnnjaub, places on record its regret that they have not extended 
to the Councillors the rights of interpellation, and to the people the right of recommend· 
~ng C.ouncillors for noJDin!l~ion su9h as Qre enjoyed b-, tbe Oo~ncillors and people in the 
l>~her Prorlnces.'' 

"Thd the Province of Berar, though not a part of Britisl! India, is administered by 
the Governor-General-in-Council in the same way as any portion of British India, but the 
important w;r)!: of legislating for the province is performed by ~he Executive, instead of 
by the Legislative Council, resulting often in Ullljui~able and inconvenient legislation." 
This Congress, therefore, humbly prays that so long as Berar is administered by the 
Governor-Gellllral.in·Council all laws and orders having the force of law intended lor 
Berar should be enacted by the Supreme I,ej!isl~tive Council in the sa111e way as those for 
British India proper," • 

. l'he Congress and the reform party have always regarded the improve
ment of the Legislative machinery as the first plank in their platform. The 
Councils enacting laws for those provinces which form British India proper 
have been enlarged and placed on a partially elective basis. The Punjaub 
bas got a local Legislative Council and the demand of the Central Provinces 
may be expected to be granted before very long. .It is true that )hough 
Punjaub has got a Legislative Council, the Councillors have .not been 
grap.ted the rights of interpellation and the people the right of A'ecommend· 
ing Councillors for nomination. But this is only a questioll""of time. At· 
tention pas !lOW to be given to the case of those parts' of Iadia which 
though not British India proper are held and administered by the Governor· 
General in Council, Berar is the most important of snch territories and 
the anomalous character of the system under which laws are framed for it 

'klo(hlation in 
Bemr. 



The•Famine 
Commiuion. 

89 

n.aturally claimed the first consideration, .. '!'he unsatisfactory results of this 
system were shown very clearly. by Mr. P. ~ •. Jog (Berar) and other 
speakers on the subject. The demand of the Berarees is so just, so reason· 
able and so entirely in accord with the principles of administration enunciated 
from time to time by responsible statesmen and members_. of Government 
that ~here should be_no difficulty in granting it • 

• 
In the seventeenth resolution the Congress prayed that. the saope of the 

Famine Commission appointed by the Government-of India. ·be extended so 
·as to include an enquiry into the causes :of periodical famines and· the re
medies for the prevention of ·the_:. same.· Mr. ·Ramanjulu Naidu (Madras) 
who moved it pointed out the great importance of extension Of- irrigation as 
~safeguard against famine. ~(essor A. S. Sathe (Poonaf who seconded 
him emphasis_ed the fact that famines in India are not a temporary· cala.mity. 
They were the growtnofa bad system· of working, of a sort. of .bungling 
carried on for over a century. " -- '~ -----. 

~~~~--~~~~ 
.. Some-offini.fa assert that the povert.r of_the_ mass~; 'tb.~- recurrence of the Jamine 

and their utter arul~IOoila\ioG by the.famine, in a single year, is caused by nature or 
ca'USed by their own high living, their imprndence and so fol'tb.". I think this is rather a 
-way of shelving oft' responsibility on poor he!~· 'iilionlders ; this 1s a sort of official 

• bungling, and officisl apologists, however powerful they might be, -will have to succumb 
to facts-facie which tell too powerfully thaUhe famine is a work of bad administration. 
(Cheere.) One of our most distinguished Professors, Mr. Romesh Chunde•• Dutt, and that 
noble-minded Scotchman who jnst .now pre~ed me, M·r. John Adam, have stj>ted that 
onr masses, our ryots, are the most sober, the most free from. vice arid the mast industrious. 
I need only add my humble voice to say that· they are so. Their" poverty is not due t<> 
extravagance or internal causes, but dne to causes which come from outside; and· to U>ese 
causes we mnst appl,y our remedy. · I shall only describe to you· in brief a _very few of . 
those causes. Firstly, there is no irrigation amongst us. There are so many Jail ways, _and 

•it has been asserted over and over again by ·official apologists that they have been the 
means of checking the famine; But, gentiemen, there is one fallacy in that. Our f!l.frine 
is a famine of money and not of grain. We have got enough of grain, buL the ,poor ryot. · 
has not got a single pie to buy grain in the time of famine. That is why our ryot is J!OOr. 
Constrnet railways howmuohsoeve!' you might, they will onlyhelp the English trade, but 
"Will in no way alleviate the.distress of the poor masses. What we want is irrigation. We 
also want that these frontier expeditions which in the single year of 1896 have cost us 
mnch more than all the famineo of this ceQtury should b ... put a stop to~ We also w11ut 
remission as well as suspension of revenue in times of the utmost distress to poor ryots, 
so th11t they may not be driven into the meshes of the sowoar." . . . ~ 

After passing resolutions expressing confidence in· Mr. Dadabhai 
Naoroji and thanking· the British Committee,. the Presirlent and the 
Reception Committee, and carrying other resolutions of a formal nature and 
fixing upon Madras as the place of its next meeting in December 1898, the 
Congre~s was dissolved amidst enthusiastic cheers for the Queen-Empress. 



RESOLUTIONS 
PASS ED AT THE 

• 

THIRTEENTH INDIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS, 
HELD AT AM RAOTI 

On the 27th, 28th and 29th December, 1897. 

~ESOLUTION L 

Resolved-That this Congress expressei ila deep and earnest conviction that the present 
Frontier policy of the Governmen~ of lndi11 is injurious to the best in· 
terests of the British Empire in geneml, 11nd this ciountry in particular, as 
it involves frequent Mililllry expedilio11s beyond the present limits of the 
British Indian .Empire and causes great loss of valuable lives 11nd public 
money ; and therefore entreats the British N 11tion to put a stop to this 

' aggressive policy allll to lay down that if such' expeditions 11re found 
necessary, they being for Imperial purposes, the major portion of their 
expenses ~ould be defrayed by the British Exchequer, 

RESOLUTION IL 
• '""") 

Jte~olvect-That in'view of the fact that the c,!ll11mities of f11mine 11nd plllgue h11ve dis; 
located the already seriously embarrassed finances or this country and 
qrippled its limited resources, 1111<l that the Military operationa carried on 
beyond the North. West Frontier are for the proteetion of Imperill! in• 
terests, this Congress prays that the British Parliament will, pending the 
settleJDent of .the principle on which the Military ch~rges are to be appol'o 
tioned between Great Brit..in and hdin, be pleased to make a substsntilli 

--...c_£Ontrjb01tion tp P\e cost of the l'resent war, 
-~-

·~SOL~ • 

~esolved-That this Congrese authorizes the President to submit a petition to Parlin· 
ment ep1bodying the prayer contained in Resolutions 1 and 2 un<ler his 
~and on its behill, 

RESOLUTION III. 

Resolvecl-Tbat this Congress rejoices that the Royal Commission on Indian Expendi· 
ture was pleased to decide to admit the public to its proceedings, and 
further desires to exprese its grateful acknowledgments for the opportunity 
afforded by the Honourable Commission to representative Indian witnes""" 
to state fully the case on behalf of India." With regard to the three diri· 
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sions of ths relerence the Congress desires most respectfully to submit the 
following prayers for the favourable consideration of the Honourable 
Commission :-

(i) As regards the Machinery to oontrol Indian Expenditure, it is 
prayed-(1) th11t the non-official Membera of the Viceroy's Council 
may be made more directly representative of the Indian pecple, and 
that they may have the right to move amendments and divide the 
Council upon the provisions of the Budget ; (2} that a sufficient 
number of representative Indians of position and experienlle may 
be nominated to the Council of the Secretary of State on the 
recommendation of the elected Members of the Viceroy's and Local 
Legislative Councils ; and (3) that each year a Select Committee of 
the House of Commons may be appointed to inquire into and repor~ 
upon the financial condition of India ; 

(ii) As ·regards the progress of Expenditure, i; is prnyed that th<t 
Military and other unproductive expooditur<t be reduced, that 
larger amounts be spent in promoting tbe weUare and the progress 
of the people, and that a large saving and a more efficient adm in is-

. tration may be obtained by the substitution, as far as practicable, 
of Indian for European agency in the higher grades of the Publie 

service ; and 

(iii) As regards apportionment of charges, it is prayed that the Imperial 
Treasury may bear a fair proportion of all expenditure in which th& 
common interests of India and the rest of the Empire are invol v
ed ; and especially that the expenses of the present war beyond the 
frontier may be largely borne by th<t Imperial Exchequer. Lastly, 
that it be an instruction to· the President to submit a !'OPY of this 
Resolution under his own signature to the Chairman of the Royal 
Commission with the least practicable delay. 

RESOLUTION IV. 

Resolved-That this Congress concurs with its predecessors in strongly advocating :

• 
(a) Persistent pressure by. the Government o! India on all Provinciul 

• Administ1·ations to induce them to carry out in its integrity the 
Excise policy enunciated in paragraphs 103, 104, and 105 of the 
Despatch published in the Gazette of India. of ~arch 1890, and the 
introduction of a simple systei!L.Of effective local option ; (b) a 
modification of th~.Jllldeithe Arms Act so as to make them 
<>qually oppliooole to all residents in, or visito•·s to, India without 
distinction of creed, caste or colour ; to ensure the liberal conces; 
sion of licences "wherever wild animals habitually destroy human 
life, cattle or crops ; and to make all licenses grdnted under the 
revised rules of lifelong tenure revocable only on proof of misuse, 
and valid throughout the Provincial jurisdiction in which they ore 
issued; (o) the establishment of Military Colleges in India, where
. at N ativos of India, as do6ned by Statute, may he educated and 
trained for a Military career as Commissioned or Non-Commis
sioned officers (according to capacity and· qualifications) in the 
Indian Ariny; (d) the authorizing and stimulating of a widespread 
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system o.f volunteeriDg, such as obtains in Grenl Brilnin, amongst 
the people of India; (e) the discontinuance of the grant of enhange 
compensation· allowance to the no,...(!omieiled Europenn and Eur· 
asian employc!s of Government ; (f) th.! abolition of the Council 
of the Secretary of State for India ; (g) the establishmen~ of a 
High Court of ludieature in ~e Punjab. 

And this Congresa, concurring with its predeoossors, recerda its protests:-

• (a) A:iainst the sehem~ of reorganisation of the Ednenlional Service 
which has received the sanction of the Secretary of State, as bein! 
eal.oulated to exclude natives of lndi .. evea those who have beell 
educated in England, "from the superior grade of the Edueational 
Service to which they have hitherto· been admitted, (the words of 
the 'Resolutien being: "In future natives of India who are desiroua 
of entering the E:lucatiun Department will usually be appointed in 
India aud to tlae PrGvincial service") advocating that the scheme 
may be so reoaal as to afford facilities for. the admission of India 
graduates ~ the superior go'ade of the Edo.caoonal·Senioe. 

# 
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(6} Against the present rate of the Salt Tax, which produces great 'Salt Tu. 
hardship to the poorest classes of the country, a hardship which 
renders it incumbent upon the Government to take the earlleot 
opportunity to restore the duty to its level of 1888. 

{c) AgainsHhe dis~bililies imposed on Indian seUlers ia Seuth Africa, lodianSetUeraia 
.and the invidious a11.d humiliating distinctions made between them S..uth Alrioa. 

• 

.and EIU'Opean settlers, appealing to Her Majesty's Government and 
.the Government of India to guard the interests of. Indian seUlero 
81ld to ;relieve them of tlo.e disabilities to which they are subjected. . . 

(d)· Against the retrograde policy of the Government of India in 
nominating a gentleman for the Central Provinces. to the Suprem~ 
Legislative Council without asking local bodies to make reeom.: 
mendations for such nomination, entertaining th.e earnest h.ope thd 
Government will be pleased to take early steps to give to the 
()entral Provinces tho same kind of representation that it hu 
already granted to Bengal, Madras, Bombay and the North-

. W-estern ProvinceL • 

And this Congress, also ooncurring with its predeoessors, expresses Us .lirm 
oonviction :- . 

(a) That in the interests of the public, the Medical Science and tho 
Profession, as also in the cause of economic administration, (1} 
there should be only one Medical Military Servioe with two bran• 
ches, l)ne for the European Army and one for Native troops, 
worked on identical lines; (2) the Civil Medical Service of the 
country should ·be reconstituted as a distinct and independent 
Medical Service, wholly detached from ita present Military conneo
tion and recruite_d from the open professio11 of Medicine in India 
and elsewhere, with due regard to the 11tilization of indigenona 
talent, other things being equal ; and (3) there should be a thorough 
open enquiry iuto tho status and claims of Civil Assistant Surgeono 
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and Hospital Allsistanb with . a view• to ~he redressing of long 
standinj!" anomalies and con~equen t grievances. 

(h) That the time having come when greater facilities are imperatively 
reqaired for higher eduoation and the .proper· development of the 
Indian intellect than what are at present· ofFered by examinations 
alone, the Acts of Incorporation of the .Universities of Calcutta, 
Madras and Bombay should be alll8nded so a9 to provide for the 

· introduction of teaching functions and fot• a wider scope of learning 
so as to sait generally the requ,irements of the :!'resent day. 

(c) That, having ragard to the facility ·of interconrse between all .parts 
of India and Assam, tqe time )\as now ·arrived when the Inland 
Emigration .Act I of 1882 as amended by iot ·VII of 1893 should 
be repealed, • 

(d) That it is desirable. tb,11t in future no Indian Prince or Cb,ief. should 
l!e deposed on the gt·ound.of mal-atlministration or misoonduot until• 
the faot of such, Jllal-adm\nistration or Jllisoonduot shall ha"\"e bean 
eshblished to the soti•faotioo o~ a pqblic Tribunul which shall 

• co111mand the confidence ali~e o~ Govern men~ 11nd Qf the ~~~~ian 
l;'~ince~ an<\ C\J,je~, · 

. (~) .That, having regard to ~he opinion of the Jury Commission as tQ the 
an<illl!sS ot ~e sys~m of trial.l>y Jury, and also the fact that wit4 
tJ:te p\'OgreiiS Qf education a sulilcien~ nurnber 0~ educated persons is 
~-y.q!able in all partS of the country, the system of trial by Jury 
should be extended to dis\ricts and ofFences to which at presel\t j~ 
!l!I<!S not apl'Iy, and that the "V81"dicto should be fin~. · 

• 

ltef!O{Ve~='nl,at t\J.is Congres~, concurring .. ith prevlo~~ C®gresse11, again record~ its 
deep regr~\ tha~ the labours o~ th11 P~blic S~;:e C~s\011 have l'r""' 
1i_cally proved mid o.f llny aood result to the l'"Q~le ()l this country, and 
,ep.eats its convic\ion that no satjafac~~y SQ!utio)l o,f tb,e queatjon is 

• 
l'ossible nnless efFect is given to the Resolution <>,£ ~he Bons11 o~ Com111ona 
o~ th&2nd June 1!\93, jn ~av~r of ho~ding the cmqpeti~ive eJiarninations 
for the Indian Civil ~rvi\)ef!, vis., Civil, Medjcal, •Police, Engil!eeriug, 
Telegraph, Forest, and Acoonnt!J., \Jot\1 in · Indi1> ~nd jn England. Tb,ill 
Congres~ wo¥d qnoe again respectfully urge on. Her ,lqaj¥ty'~ Gorern
ment that the Resolution of the nQ- of Commons should be speedily 
~~rried ~nt as "an ac~ ~f justice tQ the Indian peop,le · 11nd 'Is tJ:te oncy ,. 
~cle~note ~film~nt of the pled!!es 111ade tQ them.· 

~~SO~UTION VI. 

Resplved-T}Jat this Congress, being'll.f opinion that the Goyernment of India Notifica. 
· ·· tion of 25th June 189~ \n the Foreign Depertrnent gagging th,e P~ss in 

Territories under British administration ill, Native States,. is retrog~ade, 
arbitrary and misoh..ievons in its nature, ~nd opposed tQ sound atatesiJlan. 

•· ship and to the liberty_ of th~ people, again enters its empha~jc, protest 
against the s~m~ 11nd urges its caD,~ll,atio11 w~thont dela:r. 
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RESOLUTION VII. 

R_esolved-That this Congreaa enters ila emphatic protest against the Policy' of Govern-
• ment in Provinces where the settlement of land revenue is periodical in 

reducing the duration gf the settlement while enhancing its amount, and 
_ expresses its firm conviction that in the interests of the country it is abso
.. lutely necessary that the land revenue in such Provinces should be per· 

manently eet,le!L 

RESOLUTION ·viii. 
• 

Resolved-That this Congress notices with satisfaction the supp~rt of public opinion 
both in England and in India which the question of the separation of 
Judicial from Executive functions in the administration of justice has 
received; and this Congr888 once again appeals to the Government of 
India and the Secretary of State to take practioal steps for speedily carry
ing out this much-needed reform. 

RESOLUTION IX. 

Li\nd Revenue 
SetUement. 

Separation of 
Judicial and Er.&l 
auLh·e Fuoet.iooa. 

Resolved-That this Congress is glad to note that the Government of India has np- Famine and Pover· 
pointed a Famine Commiaaion and hopes that the Commission will insti· ty of the people. 
tute a searching enquiry Into the matter. At the same time this Congreaa 
once again desires to repeat its conviction that famines are due to the great 
poverty of the people, brought on by the drain of the wealth of the country 
which haa been going on for years together, and by the excessive taxation 
and over-assessment consequent on a policy of extravagance followed by ' 
the Government both in the Civil and Military departments, which have 
so far impoverished the people that at the first touoh of scarcity tbey are 
rendered helpless and must perish unless fed .by the 'State or helped by 
private charity. In the opinion of this Congreas the trne remedy against 
the recurrence of_famine lies in the adoption of a policy which would 
enforce economy, husband the resources of the State, foster the develop-
ment of indigenous and local arts and industries, which have praotioally 
been extinguished, and help forward the introduction of modern arts and 
industries. 

RESOLUTION X, 

Resolved-That this Congress expresses its heart-felt gratitude to the British public 
and to the peoples of the British Colonies, the United States of America 
and other foreign co.untriea for the generous aid afforded by them to the 
starving-millions of this country during the late dreadful visitation of 
famine, and also wishes to place on record its high appreciation of the 
seHioes which many men and women-English and· Indian-residing in 
this country r~ndered, and the pecuniary help they gave for the relief of 
those affiicted by that calamity. 

And that it be an instruction to the various Congress Committees to .raise 
a sum of a thousand pounds, to be sent to the Lord Mayor of London on 
behalf of the Congress, in order that he might be pleased to put some 
memorial in some conspicuous pari of London expressing the -gralitnde 
of the people of India for the help rendered to them during the time 
of the last famine. 

Help from tbe 
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British Ooloniee 
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A Famine :a.Jrmo· 
rial in London. 
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RESOLUTION XI. 

Reso1ved:...That, having regat·d to the wisdom of the policy of appointing to the Go .... 
ernorships of Madras· and Bombay statesmen from England to the exchi
sion of the SeniCes in India, this Con~eas is of opinion that it is desirable 
that the Executive Governments of those Provinces shoufd be• administered 
by the Governors with Councils of three Members and not of two Members, 
118 at present, and that one of the th~ee- Ceunoillors should be other thu 
a member of the Indian Civil Service. 

RESOLUTION XII. 

Resolved-That this <Jongress respectfuiTy deprecates tliG exercise by the Government 

• 

• 

· of the extraordinary powers vested in them by Bengal Regulation III of 
1818, Madras Regulation II of 1819; and Bomb~y Regulation XXV of 

. 1827 at a time of peace and quiet, and submits that such powers should be 
exercised only under such limitations as will ensure their. being put in 
force with the utmost circumspection and care and under .n sense of the 
,highest responsibility by the ~overnmenl · 

(a) This Congress therefore urges that non& of these Regulations should 
be put into force except after notification by the l<ocal Government 
concerned that the circumstances coptemplated by. the preamble of 
the Regulations exist in its Province or in some definite area within 
the Province, and that it ·intends, if neceasary, to exercise the 
powers vested in it ;. and further that in no cnse should such 
powers extend to keeping a person arrested under them in custody 
for a period longer than three months without his being brongU 
to t~ial before a Cour~. of Justice. 

(b) That thiS Congress, while feeling that the Government of Bombay 
must have acted under a sense of responsibility in arresting the 
Sardars Natn un_der Bombay Regulation XXV of 1827, is yet of 
opinion, that, five months having now elapsed from ·such at'l'est, it 
is the duty of the Government, in the interests of justice, and also 
to allay the disquiet and nneasineas which has been created in the 

• minds of the. people at large by the arrest, to bring them-the 
Sardars Natu-to trial without delay, or, if the Government hav~ 

no sufficient evidence against them to place before a Court of 
Justice, to relea.e them. · 

RESOLUTION XIII. 

Reso1 ved-That this Congress views with alarm and anxiety the changes proposed in the 
existing law of sedition as defined iu Section 124A, and of circulating 
false reports as defined in Section 505 of tho Indian Penal Code, and is of 
opinion that Section 124.4 of the Indian Penal Code requires amendment, 
not in the direotion of greater sttingency but in that of greater freedom, 
and if the law of sedition in India is to be made the same as it is in 
England, the administration of it ought to be safe-guarded substantially 
in the same way as it is.there, namely, that the trial of accused persons 
must always be by jury, at least one half of whom should be persons of the 
same nationality as the accused, and tha~ their. verdict shoul<l be unani-
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mons,' And this Congress strongly protests a~:ainst cases of sedition being 
made. triable by Magist1·ates and not by Courts of Sessions and High 
Courts exclusively, ae heretofore, and agninsl the propooal to invest Dis
tric~Magi&Crates with the pDwer Df oalling upon persons who, in .their 
op~ion, disseminate disatl'ection; to find suretios of good behaviour for 
·iwelre months. This Congress is further of opinion that the changos in 
the law now proposed will be altogether at variance with the pledges 
given by Sir James Fitz·James Stephen when passing Soetion 124.4 of lhe 

· ~lidian Penal Code through the Council and will deal an irreparable blow 
te lib~rty of speech and freedom of the press, thus retarding the progress 
of th~ country and creating terror instead of oonfidence in the minds of 
the p~ople."" · 

\ 
'l'hat a e6py of th Resolution be submitted to the Leg~lative Council by 

the President. ~ 
I ~

RESOLUTION-- XlY, 

' ~ 
Resolveil -That this Congress desires to record its protest against the Criminal Pro-

f cedure Bill of 1897 now pending before the. Imperi;,r Legislative .Conuoil 
· 1 as boing a retrograde and reactionary measure, which will add to the 

. j lllready large powers .of the Police, invest llf agistrates with a discretionary 
.1 authority which they do not now possess, and curtail the powers of the 
11 High Courts, 1111 to the extreme prejudice of accused persons. ' . . 

( RESOLUTION XV • 
. I 

Resolved-That this Congress, while thanking the Government for granting .the boon 
. f .• of a Legislative Council to the Punjaub, places on record its regret that 

j · they have not extended to the Councillors the rights of interpellation, and 
f to the people the right of recommending Councillors for nomination such 
! as are enjoyed by the Councillors and people in the other Provinces. 
) 

RESOLUTION XVI. 
~ . 

Resolved-That the Province of Beror, though not a port of British India, is adminis-

l 
I 

tered by the Governor·Generlll-in-Council in the same way os nny portion 
of British India, but the importont work of legislating for the provin~s 
performed by the Executive, instead of by the Legislative Council, raoul l
ing often in unsuitoble and inconvenient legislotion. This Congress, 
therefore, humbiy prays that 80 long as Berar is administered by ~he 

, Governor-General-in-Council all laws nnd orders having the force of law 
intended for Berar should be enacted by the Supreme Logislative Council 
in the snme way as those for Bl'itish India proper. 

RESOLUTION XVII. 

Resolved-That this Congress prays thot the scope of the Famine Commission appointed 
\ by the Government of Indio be extended 80 as to include an enquiry into 
\ the causes of periodical famines and tho remedies for tho prevention 

of the same. 
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· RESOLUTION' XVIII. 

Resolved-That this Congress again. expresses its full nnd unabated confidence In Mr. 
D11dabhoy N aoroji 88 the representative of the people of India, and hopee 
that he will be re-elected by his olcl Colll!titnency of Central Finsbury or 
lli!Y other Ljberal Constituency. ' 

J 
I RESOLUTION XIX. 

Res~lve!l:_That this C~nllress desires tO conyey tci Sir William W edcJ/rbum and the 
· other members of ~he Briti~h ColJ!.mitt~e its 'I}'JBf grateful thanks for 

their disinterested servicee in the cause of In,ni>olilical advancement . 

. • And 9J.at a sum of Rs. 60,000 be .aBsigned for;{i;'e expenses· of the British 
· Committee and oost of the Congress p~ati~D. India, 1111d also for the 

expenses of the Joint.General S~cre ry's Office, and that the several 
Circles do contribute, as e , iher now, or hereafter in Committee, . . 

. for the year 1898. 

· . -~~ - >- . / RESOLUTION XX. -:..-.--_..- --v . . 
-uener.r;;;;Job.t- ·:Resol~ed-Thi!Hhia Congress re-appoints Mr.!!-· 0. Hnme, C. B., to be General Secre-

Sec~, i ' ' tary, and Mr; D. g Wacha to be Joint-General Secretary for the 
ensuing year. 

Oongress of 1898 
at Mad""!' 

.RESOLUTION XXI • 

. Resolved-That the Fourteenth Indian National CongreSs do assemble, on such day after 
Christmas Day 1898 as may be later determined upon, at Madras. 

• 
C. SANKARAN NAIR, 

President, Thirteenlk Indian National Congress. 



·DETAILED 

!ttpnrf nf tht 'rntteding,; 
• 

OF THE 

THIRTEENTH INDIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS 
HELD AT.AMRAOTJ • 

On the 27th, 28th and 29th Decem bel', ·1897. 

----~--.~·~~~·~·--------

FIRST DAY'S PROCEEDINGS. 
The first sitting of the Congreas o01nmenoed at 2 l'.>L on Monday, the 27th Docem• 

ber 1897. · 

: Ms. KH.t.P.lBDB, Chairman of the Reception Com!l1ittee, in opening the proceedings, 
IMiid :- . 

Ludies and Gentlemen,-It is my duty to welcome you to Amraoti. The Reception 
Commit.tee h,!IS done me the high honour to entrust me with that agreeable duty by electing 
me their Chairman, and if all duties in this world were half as pleasant as this one, m, 
would be very enjoyable indeed I Ladies and gentlemen, I welcome you to this people's hall 
with all my heart, on behalf · of myself personally, on behalf of the Reoeption 
Committee particularly, and on behalf of all the well-wishers ol our Congress causa 
residing in this province generally. But I am afraid I must ask you to take our 
will for our deed, for I am deeply conscious thai our arrangements for your convonienoe 
and comfort are not eo complete and satisfactory as I shoula wish them to be. 
(Cries of No, No.) I, however, take courage from the fact that though you are our honoured 
guests, you come here in the character of fellow workers in the great national cause, and as 
each our difficulties are your difficulties and our joys are your joys and our suooeea 
is your success. (Cheers.) In this spirit then let as stand shoulder to shoulder and consider 
how we stand today. The year which is about to close has been about the most unfortunate 
we hove e:rperienoed for many years past. Indeed without indulging in any exaggeration I 
may sny, H has been the worst period within the last forty years. H would appear as if 
the adv.erso fates had snt in consultation as to how they could poasibly give us the utmost 
trouble on purpose, I suppOse, to test the strength and solidarity of the movement inaugu
rated just twelve years ago. First came the famine in all its devastating fury, if I may 
use such an expression. It spread its flames and smoke all over the country and cast a 
shade deep, dark and terrible in a manner in which it had never done belore. Lank and 
gaunt figures, anxious and haggard faces, merest skeletons which were the veriest of 
l'pologies for human beings, were to be seen everywhere. Unsupportable grief and mill6ry 
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became the order of the day. But with all thie it ~il~iLtGaocomplish its object, namely, of 
injuring the noble Congress cause. · For, 1o oombat.jt,.- our ·men zealously seconded the 
efforts of the devoted officers of the benign Dritish Government, and· it appeared that the 
rulers and the ruled had combined to fight a common enemy. • The prospect appeared to 
be that when the famine was over, every one would realize the fact that though in 
ordinary times we find fault and offer criticisms, in times of danger we are at one with 
Government. (IIear, hear.) So Our real and true loyalty would be '(!roYed to demonstration. 
This did not salt the adverse fales. So they sent the plague in a f~rm in which it WIIS 

absolutely unknown for centuries in this fair land. The medical profession knew 
little about it and knows little abou' it to thie day, but it was felt, and rightly 
felt, that something must be done. Sanitary measures, segregation, which is 
exceedingly disagreeable at all times, became more dieagreeable when the minds of 
people were already ·rendered despondent by the terrors of famine. But the cup of 
bitterness was not full to the brim, so the e;il powers kindled a war on the Frontiers, 
such as has not been heard of all throughout the whole of the period of British adminis
tration. Nearly sixty • thbusand well-equipped, splendidly dieoiplined and ably officered 
soldiers had to operate against a few .wild uncivilized tribes in their bative mountains 
and-fastnesses. Thfu ruinous war had no advantages to ofFer but was potent in ·hampering 
the resources of Government both in men and money, and thereby rendering the combat 
with plague and famine somewhat unequal. . But we might have yet pulled through it, 
as we eventually did, by subordinating all our differences of opinions to present dangers ; 
but the evil elements did not want it. · So they sent out fires and Hoods to oppress and 
harass difFerent parts of the country, earthquakes to diehearten and strike terror, and 
in the midst of the confusion caused by all these sent out the Demon of Distrust to stalk 
the country by getting two most unfortunate and deplorable murders committed at Poona 
and enveloping them in a deep mystery. The whole resembled a scene, often witnessed 
in the beginning of a winter storm, the sky overcast with dark and threatening clouds 
chasing each other, winds blowing hard ·in contrary directions, thunder and lightning 
everywhere, and the thunderbolt about to fall, who can say, on whom and where r 

' t '' • • • • 

On occasions of this kind it is well known to use a familiar Indi~n prove;b, " a child 
~oes not recognize its mother. and the mother does not recognize her child. Friends 
are mistaken for foes and well-reasoned conclusions are abandoned for hurried consultations 
and precipitate acts done on the epur of the moment." · ·Thus arose the scare of a wid&. 
spread conspiracy, and the so-called State prosecutions followed as an unfortunate sequence, 
aooompanied by unexpected deportations,. for reasons not diecloeed even up to this ,day. 
These deportations are of persons descended from one who deserved well .,f, and received 
the reward from, th; British Government itself. Thie will show you how friends are 
being mistaken for foes.. You know that the educated classes are the offsprings of the 
environments creuted by the.Dritieh Government itself. (IIear; hear.) Their aspirations 
are those that are inspired by western culture and yet they are not eo recognieed by those 
who put the seed of education into them and fostered it with the loving care of a parent. Thie 
will illustrate what I mean when I say that a mother does not recognize. her child. We are 
not yet quite out of tbe clutches of this demon ol distrust, and though our ·instincts lead 
ne to run to our mother she will have none of us, believing probably that we shall 
eommunioate to her the plague bacillus which she suspects has impregnated our system. 
(Laughter.) There is the proposal to amend the Criminal Law and its procedure now 
looming before our eyes-looming at no great distauoe. Yon will have soon to consider 
and make up your minds about these proposed changes in the law. of the land, 
and I will . not anticipate your deliberations by saying anything · aboot th~m. 
Il)ave, ladies and gentlemen, endeavoured to give you, in brief, most of the adverse 
circumstances that have surrounded. us during the unhappy year which ie about to expire. · 
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U these had their own way and we had nothing to oppose them with; we ehould not be 
here today. Dy way, therefore,.of enlivening this otherwise dolelul statement, I shall, 
with your permission, briefly touoh upon the internal forces which have been at work with 
us to bring us here together. You all probably know that Amraoti 'is a town known to 
fame in our religious ~pisodes. n was here ~at Rukmini, who by·the·bya was the inOGrna
tion of the goddess of wealth, sent up an earnest prayer for being wedded to Lord Kriehna 
in the .temple of Amba, which, I hope, you: wt11 not omit to viait. H was here that her 
prayer waa granted ; it was here that Lord Krishna OGme with a single chariot, opposed 
and successfully met the serried battallione of his opponents and carried away the beautiful 
and boloved Rukmini, who not only represents in the Brahmin religion all that is good 
and great, but also is the incarnation of the goddeaa of all worldly prosperity, of all human 
love, of all feminine graces, of all masculine virtues, of all that is permanent and enduring. 
Our Congreaa, having come to this temple of Amba and offered a humble but earnest prayer 
for success, could not, I believe, be under Providence turned away diaappointed. We took 
courage from the fact that in our heart of heorta there was nothing but loyalty and a desire 
to offer our help to so improve the present administration, aa to render it permanent, per
petual and everlasting, and to render the people under.ita away, prosperous, happy and 
contented. (Applause.) 'This may not be known to some of our erring human rulers, but is 
known to the Great Ruler of all natione, the Great Giver of all go?d, the Omniscient source 
of all power.· We Jelt confident that this thirteen years old child, coming to the doors of 
mother Amba, with folded hands, prayerful heart, in ri righ ieous cause, oould not but be 
lovingly taken up by the hand by the mother who bleaaed and granted success to the. yearn· 
ings of both the loving Rukmini and .the victorious Lord Krishna. (Cheers.) 

'. '.. ' 

To shed light, ao it were, on our difficult path there came during the year the Jubilee of ( 
the mother of all the nations of India, the giver of the Magna Charta o£1858, on which we 
have always and shall always take our stand. The eelebratione held on thai auspicious 
occaeion were the only rays of light that penetrated the otherwise impenetrable gloom of 
the year, and we recognised in them the hand of mother Amba, who, aa I said and we 
believe, is the giver of all good. Then there were leiters from our grand old man, whom you 
easily recognize without my mentioning even his name. He worthily bears the name of 
his celebrated father, and I have no doubt history will delight in perpetuating the nam!l 
and spreading the _films of his noble ideas conceived in all sympathy for the good 
of our people. His great friend and adviser, one of the illustrious band which 
was present ·and ossisted in the uehering of this now thirteen years old child into 
the world, and who has guided your deliberatione on two most important occaaione 
:first favoured us with his "advice and has come to help na with hie presence. Ladi"" 
and gentlemen, local difficulties there were, bd what good OGuse is there, which 
is not beset with difficulties local, provincial and, if I may asy so, even imperiaL I 
aak what cause is there which is pronounced to be good without surmounting these diflioul
ties. In fact the test of a good and righteous cause is ita capability, its vitality, its strength 
to cope with all kinds of adverse oircumsiances and to emerge out of all those trillDlphant ~ 
and full in the glory of achieved oucceaa. This CD1l8B is yours and without the gift of 
prophecy I venture to predict that you are bound to succeed in the long run. The fact of 
your presence here under the circumstances and in the numbers in which yon have oome is 
itself a guarantee of success. Yon have loft your homes and the dear ones in them in 
these dcys of pesiilenca, famine, earthquakes, fires, floods, and have travelled long 
distances to be present here to assist in the grand oauae of bringing aboat a better under· 
otanding between the rulers and the ruled, a unification of their aspirations, a well· 
understood community of their real interests. If ev r a session of our Con eaa was 
neceaaaryJ.U!!....mosiJll!_B.!'ntially neccsaary now. . movemen lB designed to interpret. 
~his ofm:'e rulor;tO the ruled and_ to "iel>reaent ihe grievances of the people to 
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the powers that be. This task, always arduous,· is doubly arduous this year, as, .one. 
of our celebrated verses, taught to me in my early days, says-

<R!Jf<f lti'li<lr ~ l!lfcr ~ lt I 
aR~: :'f~C!'Ii<lf ~a- ~ II 
~ iltfcl ~ ~;r ~ I 
"ltffir ati'l~ ~ : q;f4'1i<ir n 

'ihich I may roughly translate thus:-' One who labours for the benefit of the king 
comes t.> be disliked by the people, and one who labours for the welfare of the people comes 
to bs discarded by the king ; when such conflict e'l;ists rare is the man who can do good both 
to the king and to the people.' The English constitution has mude the task of such a man 
easy; supreme in her prerogative Her Majesty reigns, joyful in the possession of their 
rights the people 1>f England elect their representatives, the aristocracy of the land meets 
both, and all these three combined work for the weal of their Empire. This of course is the 
highest ideal. We are mal!;ing humble efforts to be included as ·living beings in their 
constitution, to have the proud glory of being able to say civia Britanicu8 sum and we should 
not be discouraged_ if we are opposed, tro.dueed, and even abused. This opposition a11d 
111isrepresentation should always teach us to examine our programme more and more care-
fully, to eliminate fro111 it errors that we may have been led illto, and render it as accept
llble as we possibly can, to those who do not see eye to eye with u8 in this matter. 
We have to walk in a spirit of conciliation, a11d harshness even in thought or word must 
be strictly avoided; nay, we must eschew even the semblance of these and always act on 
the old good prove~b 'soft words and hard arguments.' With a view to illduce sobriety 
and to prevent ou' fellow subjects, who dissent from ns, from introducing their feelings 
and prejudices into the discussions, we must take care that we do not introduce our own 
feelings and prejudices, so as to provoke 11 retaliation. (Hear, hear.) 

I feel, ladies and gentlemen, your task is difficult, but I know that you have hitherto 
been always moderate and reasonable, ·and I have no reason to believe that you will not be 
the same even in this year of trouble and tribulation. 

It remains that you should now proceed to elect your President, and before I resume 
my seat, I woald once more welcome yon heartily to our province, which is very 8IIlall and 
oceupies the unique position of being neitller British India nor a Native State. 

Gentlemen,-! will now call upon the Hon'ble Babn Snrendranath Banerjea to propost! 
the name of the President of the Congress. 

' The HoN'BLB Ma .• Su~tBNDRA,NATR BANER.JEA (Bengal No. 666 on the list), who on 
rising was received with loud cheers, said :~ 

Chairman of the Reception Committee, Brother Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen,-! 
rise to lay before yon a motion whioh I am sure will meet with your unanimous and enthn· 
siastic acceptance. I have the honour to propose " that this Congress do elect the Hon'ble 
Mr. Sankaran Nair as President of the Congress." (Applause.) }l!adras now gives us the second 
President, Bombay has given us three President., Bengal has given us two, Madras has given 
ns one. Madras now comes np to the standard of Bengal. We have very arduous duties 
before us. There is no mistake that we stand face to face. with one of the greatest crises 
which have developed themselves in the history of this country. We Bro at the parting 
of the waves. Our rulers, after having pursued a career of beneficence for more than half 
a century, seem all on a sudden to be staggered at the marvellous success of their own 
work. They pause, they hesitate, they linger, they would fain go baok. At such a orisis 
we need earefal and wise statesmanlike guidanoe, and I feel convinced that you will have sueh 
guidance from our honourabl~ and dis~nguished ~riend Mr. Sankqran Nair. He is a pro. 
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minent leader of the great community to which he belongs, one of the foremost citizens of 
Madras, an honoured and illustrious leader of the Congress movement. I feel perfectly con• 
fident that with your assistBnce he will do the amplest justice to that great office to which 
he has been called, the greatest to which a native of India can aspire (cheers), dependent 
as that office is upon the love, respect, the esteem and the gratitude of his countrymen, 
(Cheers.) I do not know that I should be doing justice to myself or to yourselves if I 
am to stand further between the Presidentiul chair and this assembly. With these words 
I propose the name qf Mr. Sankaran Nair aa the President of thia Congress, 

Mn. M. V. Josm (&mr, No. 61 on the list) seconded the proposul. in the following 
words:-

. Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,-After what we have heard from our illustrious 
friend Babu Surendranath Banerjea, I have really very little to add. This year there were 
peculiar circumstances and· there were peculiar diflieultiee, in the way of the Reception 
Committee here, ana not the least of them waa the selection of a President. For, as you 
are all aware, the situatio11 of this year made it incumbent on us to select a President to 
whom nn exception could be tBken. _(Cheers.) Gentlemen, it requh·ed a really unique com. 
bination of three most essential qualities of unswerving devotion to the Congress cause, 
itnquesLicmable loyalty," and what is above all, the most unblemished personal character. 
I am perfectly certain that you will find all these quolities in the most harmonious blend 
in the President that you are now going to eleol. "With these few wor.ds, gentlemen, I 
beg to second the proposition placed before you by my friend Babu Surendranath Banerjea, 

PANDlT MADAN MOHAN MALAVlYA (A.liahabad, No. 655 on the list) said :-Brothe~ 
clelegates, I am culled upon to sapport this resolution, w!tich I believe has already mol 
with your unanimous acceptance, only in a formal way to show you thot people of ull 
parts of the country rejoice in the election. I assure you that when the fact was an, 
nouncecl. that the Hon'ble Mr. C. Sankaran Nair waa to be elected President of lhe Con• 
gress, it was hailed with joy in all parts of the country, and I think you have only give~~:' 
~xpression to that feeling. I will not lake up much of your time, but I will only say tha~ 
if you wanted moclesty, moieration and judgment combined with high intellectual ability, 
you have it all in the President, whom it is my duty to aak you to eleot. I therefore aak 
yon to elect hiDJ- · . 

·-· , M&. C. H. S&TALWAD (Bombay, No. 54 on the list) oaid : Gentlemen, I have great 
pleasure in supporting the election of my Hon'ble friend Mr. Sankaran Nair to the chair. 

M&. KuAPAllD& :-Gentlemen, it has been duly proposed, seoonded and supported thot 
the Hon'ble Mr. C. Sankoran Nair be elected President of the Congress. If it io your 
pleasure that he should be so elected, yon will please signify the same in the usual way, 

. '~The p...;position was carried amidst g;eat acclamation. 

. M&. KuAPARDB :-The Hon'ble Mr. C. Sankaran Nair hu now been elected Presi· 
·!lent of this Congress. 

. M&. KBAPADDB then vacoted his ohair, whioh was taken by the Hon'ble Mr. C. San• 
,karan Nair amid loud and con tinned cheers. 

The President, the Hon'ble Mr. C. Sankaran Nair (Madras), then delivered the follow• 
.ing address :-

. "GBNTLRMRN1 

I thank yon heartily for electing mo to preside over this greot national 118sembly. · 
. We meet at the clooe of a year that will be memorable in the history of the British Em· 

pire.. We have witnessed and we have taken~ part in the celebration of the Diamond 
J nbilee of the reign of our Empreas.. We rejoice with our fellow-subjects of this vast Em• 
pire in the prosperity of that reign. :We exult in aur acqniailion of politicul rights during 
. ., . - . 
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this pe•·iod. We bless Her Majesty for her mei!Sage in 1858 of peace jlnd fr~om when 
the occasion invested it with a peculiar eignificance. • While Englishmen in India infiamed 
by raoe animosity and the recollections of the Sepoy Mutiny, which Ignorahce still taUs 
the Indian Mutiny, were calling for terrible reprisals, she unasked, forgetting ·and for
giving, issued her gracious Proclamation. It was a stern reproof to those who then 
clamoured for indiscriminata vengeance ; it continues to-<lay a standing rebuke to those ot 
her European subjects who would deny us the rights of equal oitUienship. She is tD us 
the living embodiment of wllat is good in British supremacy, and we may feel assured that 
her anxiety in our behalf which she manifested in 1858, her kindly regard shown on every 
subsequent occasion, both in times of joy and of aflliction, will continue unabated for the 
rest of her life. Throughout our land her name is venerated; in .almost every language 
the Blory of her life has been written and sung, and in years to come her name '!ill righlly. 
find a place in the memory of our descendants along with those gr~at. persons whose 
virtuee have tJlaced them in the ranks of Avatars horn into this world for the benefit of iliis, 
Our holy land. (Loud cheers.) 

INDIA LOYAL • 

• Forty years of peace and progress seemed to have amply justified the wise and 
generous statesmanship of the great Empress, but suddenly this year, we have been 
startled with the cry of sedition directed not against any speoifio individuul, nor . even 
against a number of persons but against a whole cla8B, the product of the liberal policy 
mauguraled nearly half a century ago. The charge of sedition, faintly heard years ago, 
against the Congress, a charge the absurdity of which bas been· often exposed, has- now 
been revived against the educated Indians by a section of the Anglo-Indian Press. We 
jlre tauntingly asked to study our past hiatory for proof of our degraded condition fro~ 
which the English Government has raised us, and to contrast it with the blessings we now 
enjoy. Wo do not need the invitation. We are niiquainled . with onr · immediata past ; 
we feel grateful for the present. But, our opponents forget we are more concerned with 
\he progress of our country in the future than with the benefits ·we have all'Uidy detived 
ilnder British rule. 

We are well aware of the disordered state of . this coudry when it paSBed, with its 
insecurity of person and property, under British rnle,. of the enormous difficuUies onr 
rulen; had to overcome in introducting orderly administration without any help from the 
then existing ageneies. · We recognize tha~ the aasociation of the people in the govem
ment of the country·e)l;cept to a ...,ry limited extent was then imp'JI!sible, We also know 
that British rule cleared the way to progress and furnished us with the one element, 
English edueation, which was necessary to· rouse liS from the torpor of ages and bring about. 
the religious, socihl and political regeneration which the country stands so much in need 
of, (Hear, hear.) We are also aware that with the deoline of British supremacy we shall have 
anarchy, war and rapine. The Mahomedans will try to reoover their lost supremacy. '!'he 
Hindu races and ehiefs will fight amongst themselves. The lower castes who ho.re come 
under the vivifying inlluenc~ of Western civilization are ecarcely likely ·to yield without a 
struggle to the dominion of the higher castes. And we have Rnll8ia -and France waiting 
lor their opportunities. 'l'he ignorant ~ .... es may possibly not recognize the gra'rity of 
the danger ntlendant on any decline of Englnnd's po,..er in the Easl But. it is ridiculou 
to suggest that those who have ?eceived the beneliii of English education are so shortsighted 

· as not to see and weigh that danger. (Cheer&) · While, however, full of gratitude fnr what 
Great Britain has done to lndia,-for its government wbicb secures WI from ffll'eign 
llggression and ensuree security of person and property,-it should not be forgotten fol' a 
moment that the real link that binds us indissolubly to England is the hope, the well· 
toUllded hope ar.d belief, that wiUL England's help we shall, and, IInder ber guidance alon•~ 
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'We aan aUain national unity and national ~dom. (HeaP, hear, chcere.) The adulllltional 
policy of the Govemmenl, a policy which combines benetioenoe ·with statesmanship, juan. 
fled such hol>O' in n& Thoae hope& were confirmed by varioua pledges. Those pledgee 
were followed by the oreation of institutions by which we were admitted to a share in our 
ordinary government whioh muat surely, though slowly, lend to the full fruition of on~ 
IIBpiraliona. 

Juat look for a moment d tho training we are receiving. From our earliest achool
claya tho great English writers have beeD- our. olaasics. Englishmen have boeu our pro
lessors in Colleges. English history is taughtua in our schools. The booko we generally 
road are English books which describe in detail all the form~«>~ ,English lifo, give ua aU 
the English types of character .. Week after week, English neWBpepera, journals au~ 
magazines pour into India for. Indian readers. We, in fact. .. now live .the life of the 
English. Even the Eo gUsh we write shows not only their turns of thought but also lheif 
forma of feeling and thinking. H ia impossible under thia training not lo be' penetrated 
with English ideaa, not to acquire English conceptions of duly, of rights, &r brotherhood, 
(Hear, hear, cheers.) '.rhe study end practice of the law now pursued with such avidity 
by our people, by familiarising them with reverence for authority and with sentiments of 
resistance to what is not sauotioned by law, have also materially contributed to the growlh 
of mental independence. . (Hear • henr.) ' 

POLlTIOAL REFORM. 

Imbu~ with those. ideas and principles, we naturally desire to acquire the full righls 
and to share the responsibilitiee ol British citizenship. We have lea rut that in the 
acq~sili&n of those rights and in the recognition of the principles on which they are baaed, 
lie th& remedy for 'lh<t evils affiicling our country, e .. i!s similar to those from which 
England he~self onoo suffered. We know that in Great Bri,ain race differeueea between 
Norman and Saxon, at one period more virulent than those which at any lime existed 
between Hindu and Mu.homedan, religious intoleranoo whioh hee ocarcely been aurpassed in 
India, class 'cliviaiOilll equalling any in our own country,a degradation, politioal and social, 
of the masses which may be equalled here but. could never have been eJ:ceeded-al! these 
have disappeared in the common struggle for freed«>m, and in the oombiued eflo_r.tiQJetain . 
it when acquired, in which each required the help of ita autagonis& and each was oo\iged 
to concede to others the rigM olaimed for itseU aud which, therefore,. resulted in the 
recognition and solemn affirmation of priuoiplee of government which obliterated all dis
tinctions of raee or religion, Cll&ta or olaos. Those principles affirmed the equality of all 
before law and government, the right of aolf·go'I'Ornment by the people themaelvee 
through their ropreaentntivee, and eonrplete freedom of &peech and diseuasion as the '08ry 
breath «>f national life. (Hear, hear.) II ia the hope thai one day we may be admitlecl 
as equal sharers ill this great inheritance, that we shall have all the oivil rights associate! 
with the English Government, thai we shall be admitted o& freely 1111 Eng!iehmen &hem
selves to worship in this temple of Freedom-it is this hope that keepe India and will koep 
her always attached to the British. (Hear, bear, oheera.) This hope ia 8U8taiued by 
pledges 110lemuly made; and the sentiment-of loyalty to the British connection created by 
repealed deolaralious that we shall be gradually allowed the full righta of English eilizen
ship is already in full force. Such a pledge was made in 1833 when Parliament solemnly 
ileclared thai race or religion or colour sbeii not JJe a disqualitioation for holding any 
appointment. This declaration of policy in D liine of peaee hoe been solemnly affirmed after 
the Mutiny. Already, the pledge has been in port redeemed. We have been admillecl, u 
it were, into the outer preciuota of &he temple of Freedom. The Press has been enfraucbia-
11d.. Plll'tially elected members sit in our local and legiolali•• ommoila. We oan euler the 
Civil Se'rvice through \he open door of competition. These blellinga are no doubt DOW 

First Day. 
Pmldeutial 

Add,.... of tbo 
HoN'm.a Ma. 0. 

8.uuu.M N AlB, 



,First Da~. 
Presidential 

Addresa of tbe 
·Ho,rau Ma. C. 

S.uurA.itu N.\.tB. 

:t 16 1 
coupled with ~n~itions w:hich· unfortuna~ly d~tract irolll their· value. ··But ·these great 
and healthy prmc1ples ha.ve nurtured and consolidated a sentilllllnt ot afFection, All that 
England has to do is to persist resolutely in the line of policy she has initiated and there
by deepen thnt feeling of loyalty which makes us proud of our connection with England. 
(Hear, he~r, cheers.) I myself feel that there is very li~tle renson to fear. that England 
will reverse the past To deny ns the freedom of . the press, to deny ns representative 
~nstitutions, she will have w igno~ those very principles for. which the noblest names in 
'her history have toiled and bled. She ·camiot close all her educational institutions ·in the 
:conn try. She CliO DOt persu~e us not to read_ the fiery denunciations of every illiber:.i 

1
form of govern111ent, of the petty acts of ~yr11nny committed anywhere on. the face of the 

__ ,earth;. which_ appa~~ in he_r papers; i"!Port~d int~ I~di11 waek 11fter. week. It is impossibl~ 
to keep out of I;ndia elo'luent orat1ons on Patr1ohsm by men hke Mr. Chamberlain-a· 
'Cabinet .MiniSterboldihg up to admiration the memory of patriots like. W allaoe whose 
nead was s~ck up on the traitor's gate of the city of London, of Bruce guilty of foul 
I , ' . , , . . 
murder In a. church1 of. Emmet and other Irish lenders executed or hung· for treason by 
th<i Epglish Gqvernment. (Hear, hear.) It is impossible to argo~ a man: intO slavery in 
~he English language. (Hea.r, hear, cheers.) Thus the only conqition requisite foi th. 
fruition of our political aspirations is the continuance of the Briti•h Rule. The fond hope 
\hat ~ndi•nliay·one day take her place in the Confederacy of the fre~ English-spea!dni 
nations of the world can be realised only under England's ·guid~t~~ce with England's help. 
"¥ears must elapse, it i• true, be~ore our expectation~ can be realized, . before we get re

. presentative institutions on the· models of fuose of the English-speaking communities. 
Slavery we had under our old· rulers, Hindu and Mahoniedan ; we tnay again get it under 
any despotic European or Asiatic.Government. But We know that real freedom. is possible 
pnly under the Govermp.ent of the English nation (ilear, hear, cheers), nurtu1·ed in liberty, 
haling every form of ty1•anny, and will.ing to extend the blessings of ·representative Gov~ 
ernment to those capable of using it wis~ly ill ~e i!lteres~ ot freedom ~nd progreSll. 
{Cheers,) · - ~ • · 

' ' 
.SOCIAL AND RELIGIOU~ REFORM. • 

L Great ils is the necessity of British rule .for. the political e~ancipation of our ·country, 
~ the necessity for social and religious reform. In the present circumstances 

\of India, inhabited ·as it is by followers of various religions, ·various seats, classes, very 
often with antagonistic interests, any Government which is not ~trictly .secular and abw; 
lutely impartial must be disastrous to the best interests of the country._ The O\lstoms1 

mstitutions, beliefs, pi:actices of one community are denounced by. others as. unreasonablE! 
:and destructive of true faith. Some of our reformers, hopeless of any internal reform, are 
·building up a new social system and accordingly have adopted an· attitude 11o. antagonistic 
:to the popular religion that they .are regarded all seceders from Hinduism. Others egain 
have formed themselves into sects each claiming to be orthodox and denying to others the 
.merit of adherencil to the true Hindu religion. · We have also preachers in oun midst who 
,while deprecating any revolt or open defiance u1•ge the purification of the Hindu faith. 
«'he gulf between Hinduism and other_ religions hns .. been considered impassable.· . But 
~ttempts are being made with some succeas 1;Q re-~dmit converts ,into. Hinduism. Steps 
.are being taken in some places t.l mi~igate the r'!ncour of religious hostility .between 
-Hindus and Mah.omedans. So111e of the lower castes resent the galling yoke of caste so bit,terly 

'-, . ihat they seek refugE! in Mahol!ledanistp. or Christia;,ity. ·.The original :four castes had 
-JDultiplied into a number that must appear to everyman unreasonable and ab~urd; There 
:~~ee!Ds to he a general desire to brenk down the barriers 't!etween t)lese numerous castes. 
.]rnowledge is accessible to all. The Vedas and other holy books are now common pro" 
.perty ; equality jn knowledge ,m.ust eventually lend to the praotionl removal, if not the 
tn~jrQ ijeslruc~io!l !?f t)te g!'Jo.t b!'rrje_rs .t!Jat no_w cj.ivid~ the. y~rio_us ~asS!lS, . Again _.yo11 
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are aware of the attempts that are being made to restore our women to the position which 
competent authorities mainto.in they occupied in ancient India. We want, in brief, to 
eliminate, if necessary, from our system all that stands in the way o£ progress. 'Vo desire 
to absorb and assimilate inLo our own what appears good to us in wostcru civilization. 
(Hear, hear.) This is impossible under a Government which would uphold a particular 
social system or a particular form of religion \o the exclusion of others as so,;,e of tha 
ancient Governments of India did. To break down the isolation of the Hindu religion, to 
remove the barriers which now prevent free social intercourse and unity of action, to 
extend the blessings of education to the lofler classes, to improve the position of women 
to one of equality to men, we require the continuance of a strictly secular Government in 
thorough sympathy with liberal thought and progress. 

Gentle~en, I do not propose \o refer \o the various subjects that we have been con
tinually pressing on the nttenlion of our Government and of the public. This yenr, Mr. 
Dadabhai Naoroji (c.heers) and our four Indian witnesses have stated our grievances before 
the Welby Commission with a fulness and clearness which leave nothing to be desired. 
They have stood the test of cross.examination by those who have constituted ihemselvee 
the advocates of Indinn Government and their evidence will remnin on record as a protest 
against some of the ahorlcomings of British administration. Our thanks are due to 
them. (Cheera.) 

FAMINE. 

I shall accordingly content myself with referring to certain notable events of this 
year. Naturally, the terrible Famine thai has devastated our country first claims our 
attention. We render our hearty thanks for the magnificent aid received by us from 
the people of Great Britain ond other countries. (Cheers.) We recognize the great 
sympathy and ability with which the Famine administration was carried on in lndi11. 
But we cannot shut our eyes to the fact that the same energy, if directed \o discover and 
•·emove the cause• of famine would be of far greater benefit to the country. (Hear, hear.) 
At the root of these famines is the great poverty of Indio. (Hoar, hear.) Tho l\ladraa 
Board of Revenue recently estimated on the returns furnished by local officials with 
reference to ryotwary tracts, that, in a season described as generally favourable 
for agricultural operations, tht"re was no grain in the presidency for- 1ive 
out of a population of 28 millions. U this is true, the miserable stale of the 
people with regard to food supply in seasons less favourable may be easily con
ceived. For ourselves, it is unnecessary to rely upon Government estimates ond 
returns. The poverty of the country reveals itself \o us in every direction, in evory shape 
and form. It shows itself in the poor condition of the labouring population and of the 
great majority of ryots who are under·fed, and who are without, not only the comforts, but 
even the absolute necessaries of life nnd who lead a life of p'enury and toil unredeemed by 
ony hope of provision against the frequent vicissitudes oi the seasons, sickness or old ago 
when they must be dependent on relatives or strangers. The once wcll·to.do ryola are 
becoming reduced to the position of poor tenants, their poverty preventing them from 
carrying on any cultivation that requires capital. Parents find it difficult to give their 
children the education which their profession or station in life demands, or indcod any 
education necessary wherewith to earn their livelihood ; the extreme poverty of the el .. s 
to which the majority of students belong could easily be ascertained. Even o partial 
failure of crops in one year lends to terrible scarcity or famine. Famine at certain 
intervais of time is becoming a normal condition of things in India. In 1877 and again 
this year, the loss of life has been terrible. Ench succeeding famine find.• tho atnying 
power of the masses particularly in the ryolwnry dislricto reduced. Is this stale of 
things to continue for ever! Are we not entitled, are not those who so gonorolll!ly con•• 
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to our help entitled to ask the responsible Government, whether any steps have been taken 
tO-prevent·a recurrence of the famine Y In afertile country, with every variety of clime 
capable of producing every variety of product, with a population thrifty and hard·workiog, 
if the produce is not sufficient for the population, it must be due to some ·defect in the 
oystem of. administration ·which- does not protect the fruita of industry but scares away 
capitol from the land. If the produce of .the country is sufficient for the population and 
yet as a fact the-food stock remaining in the country does not suffice for consumption, the 
state of things must be due to some enormous drain· on the resources of the oountry. The. 
feeling is gaining ground, that the Government is morally responsible for the extreme 
poverty of the masses, for the scarcity that prevails almost every year in some part of the 
country or other, for the famine that so frequently desolates the land and claims more 
victims and oreates more .distress than under any civilized Government anywhere else 
in the world. The ftlppancy that would dismiss the entire problem from consideration 
with the remark that all this is due to over-population and. iafuemedisble, is as dangerous 
as is the deep-rooted belief iliat distress is a...,:Eiaitatlon··or PrOlidence for the sins of our 
rulers. One great Viceroy has had· the question under consideration, ancl to him the 
remedy in so far as the increase in wealth from the land is concerned was clear. It is . 
,Permanent Settlement of Government Revenue from .the lan.L The Settlem~nt officer will 
not then increase the revenue and deprive the cultivator of the increased produce due to 
his labour, or his capital. (Hear, hear.) Labour and capital will then be' attracted to the 
euUivation of the land. There will be a large increase in the agricultural produce 
in India. There will always be a large reserve of food stocks. in 

0 
the country 

available in times of scarcity. The fixity of taxation will create a class of landholders 
interested in the maintenance of law and order. · The policy of Government was once 
settled in favour of-permanency, but in recent years under pressure mainly of lllilitary 
expenditure the policy has been, changed and the revenue enormously raised. Our 
Government ought to concede the permanent settlement immediately to all parts of India 
and in those parts of India where f.rom local circumstances a permanent limitation of land 

·revenue is not feasible, it would be a step in the right direction if any increased demand 
for revenue by Executive action is permitted only _with the permission ·of the Legislative 
Council. This would not be an adequate remedy, but it is a measu1·e that will help t() 
'-produce great and satisfacto,ry results. · 

The next remedy that obviously· suggests itself has reference to< expenditure. 
Government agencies are notoriously extravagant, at least in the opinion of those who have 

·to find th~ money, a!ld the foreign policy of the Indian Government imposes a burden on 
the tax-payer which is already becoming too heavy to bear. (Hear, hear.) The checks that 
exist are not sufficiently effective. The Budgets at present are only offered for criticism. 
They ought to be submitted to the Legislative Councils for approval and the membere 
ought to have the power of moving resolutions in connection with them. As the officials 
always form the majority, Government could never be embarrassed by._an adverse vote, 
whereas in it.~ differences of opinion with the Home Government, a resolution of the 
L;gislative Council could naturally be a great support to it. i'he biggest item of 
expenditure is the Military expenditure. Our true policy is a peaceful policy. We have 
little, if anything, to expect from con'luesh. With such capacity for internal development 
as our country possesses, with such !Jrying need to carry out the reforms absolutely 
necessary for our well-being, we want a period of prolonged peace. We have no complaint 
against our neighbours, either on our north·west or our north-oast frontier. If ever our 

,_country is involved in war, it will be due to the policy of aggrandizement of the English 
Gavernment at London or Calc'Utta. An army is maiutained at our cost far in excess 
of what is required for us. The military clement is ·supreme in the Viceroy's CounciL 
For interests other than Indian, countries are invaded, all the horrors of war let loose at· 
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the expense of the Indian tax-payer. As England directs our foreign policy and aa wara 
are undertaken to maintain English rule, the English treaaury ought to pay the eniire ~sl, 
claim'ng contribution from IndiB to.the extent of India's interest in the struggle. This 
would secure a thorough disc~ssion of any foreign policy in . the English Parliament. U 
would also enable Indian members iu the Viceroy's Council to protest against any unfair 
distribution of the war expenditure when the Budget has to be passed. 

INEQUALITY OF LAWS. 

U is also to be borne in mind that a large portion of this unnecessary expenditure 
is due to the recognition, not perhaps openly in words, but in acts and policy by 
Government of the idea that the English are a foreign and superior race holding India by 
the sword and that the Indians are, a• a rule, not worthy of trus~ and confidence. To us 
this idea is hateful and therefore we insist npon equality before law and Government. ·we 
maintain that no distinction ought to be made between classea or races, that the Queen's 
Proclamation should be adhered to, end therefore we protest against the principle 
underlying the Arme Act whereby no native of India may possess or carry arms without 
special license while Europeano and Eurasiano may bear arms unquestioned. We appeal to 
our Government to authorize a system of Volunteering for Indians' and not confine it 
practically to Europeans and Eurasians thereby creating and fostering class prejudices. 
For the same reason we d,emand that the military oervice in its higher gradeo should not 
be restricted to Europeans Dione but should be practically opened to the natives of thia 
oonntry and that colleges be establiohed for training them for the- military career. On the 
same ground W<r"press for admioaion into the Public service on an equal footing with 
Eur<>peao?Apart from economi9 necessity, the stability and permanence of Britioh 
connection require that not only no positive disqualification should exist but thai the 
rules intended to make the declaration• of 1833 and the Queen's promioe of 1858 a dead 
letter muot be removed. For, the Oivil Service, the Police, the Forest Service, the Salt 
Service, and even the Educational Service rules are framed apparently on the asoumption 
that a European is by mere reason of his nation •liiy fit and an Indian f9r 1he sanie reason 
is unfit for the higher appointments in those oervices. 

The concession of these demands means en enormous increase. in India's defensive 
strength against any foe; ihneans a reduction in laxation which at the rate it io now 
growing, must involve the ruin of the country. (Rea., hear.) Thess di.tinctiono on the 
other hand cast a slur on our loyalty, accentuate race prejudices in a most invidiouo form 
and relegate Indians to the position of an inferior raoo and silently ensure the emasculation 
of our manhood. The disastrous consequences of this race question 'are already apparent. 
Englishmen and nther European Colonists in Snuth Africa and Australia refuse to treat ns 
on terms of equality and justify their refusal on account of our degraded position in our 
own country. (Hear, hear.) On the other hand, a section, I hope a very amallll!lotion, of 
our fellow-subjects regarc~s a foreign power of ita own religion following a course of policy 
apparently abhorrent to the conscience of the English public, with feelings which, though 
nnconsoiously, took their origin in the refusal of Engliohmen to treat them as fellow
citizeno in reality and not merely in name. To this feeling of race superiority is abo due 
the frequent contemptuous treatment of respectable people by soldiers, a treatment which 
renders them a terror to peaceful inhabitants, and which according to the confcssiono 
apparently believed by Government has led to the Poona tragedy. The racial feeling I 
refer to, is confirmed by the belief generally entertained in India that it io almost impos
sible to secure the conviction of a European accused of any heinous offence. (Hear, hear.) 
If that feeling is justified by the action of onr authorities, then the position is deplorable. 
If the impression is unwarranted, then its origin must be due to the idea of inequality 
before law generally entertained. On this race queotion, no concession is possible. No 

First Day. 

Preaideotial 
Ad<lma of tho 
Bo~'nta Ma. 0. 

&.·ou;Aa.&a N.t.IR. 



First Day. 

Preaidentia\ . 
Addresa of the 
HoN'BLB MR 0. 
SuJtA&.&H NAIR. 

[ 20 ] 

compromise can be accepted so for as it ·lies in us.. We must insist on ·perfect equality. 
Inequality moRns race inferiority, nntional abasemen~. Acquisition, therefore, of all ci:til 
rights conferred on Englishmen, removal·oi all disabilities on Indians as such-these must 
be our aim. (Hear, hear.) 

• 
THE POONA INCIDENTS. 

I shall now briefiy refer to the Poona plague operations and their unfortunate develop
ments. This country was passing through a terrible ordeal. Poverty which may be said 
to be the normal oondition·of our masses deepened into famine. In the Bomb•y Presi· 
dency, it was ~ollowed by plague, a terrible disease for which no remedy has yet been dis
covered. ·.The measures which the Government had to take for its suppression in Poona 
which was badly affected were aaid to have interfered with tho domestic habits of' · the 
Hindus and Mahomedans ; soldiers who were employed to enforce these Government 
measures were rightly or wrongly, generally believed to hnve insulted 'women .and defiled 
places of worship. The result- waa prostration of the people. A feeling· of helplessness 

• came over them. In Western countries, the result would have been lawle•eness. In 
Poona, many contented themselves with abandoning their homes. Some resigned them
selves to sullen apathy and despair. There were a few who protested against Government 
measures, pointing out their unnecessary hlll"Shness.. Amongst those who protested was 
Mr. Natu, a leading Poona Sirdar. His formal written complaints recently published in 
Engl~nd disclose, if any reliance can be placed on them, a state of affairs which certainly 
demanded attention. Let me give yon a brief summary of hie complaints: 

. - ' . 
· The inspection of houses by soldiers seems to have been ca'iried out With~ut notice by 

-~ 

forcing open, very often unnecessnrily when there were other means of entrance, lh.._ looks 
of the shops and the houses when the owners were absent and absolutely nu attempt was 
made to proteot the properties or the houses. · No notice was taken of complaints con
cerning them. A Hindu lady was assaulted by a soldier and Mr. N atu reported the 
matter to the authorities producing the witnesses •. No notice was vouchsafed. The 
soldiers were refractory and any complaint against them was regarded as pbstrnction. 

-Wbon a man fell ill many neighbouring families were taked' to the segregation camp and 
left there withon~ any covering to protec~ their body or any furniture, their property a~ 
home including horses; cows and sheep being left unprotected._ A. man was unnecessarily 
~aken to the hospi~al and sen~ back as no~ being affected by plague to find his furniture 
des~royed and his poor. wife and relatives forcibly removed and detained in the segregation 
camp. Temples were defiled by soldiers and his own temple was entered by them on 
account, N atu believeo, •of his imper~inence in making a complaint. An old man who 
succeeded in satisfying the search party ~hat he was not suffering from plague was detained 
in jail some hours for having obstructed the search party, the obotruotion apparenily con
sisting in the delay caused by him. Insult was the reward for the services of volunteers 
and their suggestions were tl'eated with contumely. Yon all know how sensitive our 
Mahomedan fellow-subjects are nbout the privacy of their women. And when Mr. N alu 
suggested tha~ the services of Mahomedan volunteers should be availed of, to search the 
Mahomedan quarter, he was told that his oonduc~ was improper and his services volnn· 
tarily rendered were dispensed with. Mr. Nalu brought all this to the notice of the. 
officials, pointed out tha~ the operations were carried on against the spirit of the rules 

' .. and complained tha~ there was a grea~ amount of nnres~. The Indian newspapers gavo 
prominence to these and similar complaints. They compared ~he English Goveroment to 
other''G.overnments very much to lbe disadvantage of the former. The Mahratta com
plained,'h.~lague is more merciful to us than its human prototypes now reigning in the 
.city ••.••.• The tyranny of ~he Plague Committee and its chosen instruments is yet ~oo 

brutal to allow respectable people to breathe a~ ease." And it wu added that" every one 



[ 21 ] 

of these grievances may be proved to the hilt if Hio Excellency is pleased to enquire into 
the details.'' These representations were certainly entitled to attentive consideration, 
however much the authorities might have disagreed with them. Their objects were honest, 
their methods were proper. Their language wll8 not respectful, it wllB perhaps violent, 
but men dominated. by feelings of distress are often carried beyond what strict prudence 
would dictate. (Hear, hear.) The violence seems to have been proportiona~ to the 
contempt with which the complaints were treated. But to the Indian mind the idea of 
creating a feeling of dissffection with a view to overthrow the English Government is 
simply ludicrous. (Hear, hear, cheers.) Language which to a. ·lawyer savoured perhaps 
of sedition was only intended by its Violence to attract attention, and such language was 
only caused by the bitter feeling that milder representations by a race not so law-abiding 
as the Indians would' have received immediate anil careful attention. However, while 
these plague operations were being carried out, tho President of the Plague Committee, to 
the holl'or and alarm of the native community, was murdered on wliat happened to be 
the Jubilee celebration day. To the Indian mind it llllB clear that this was nothing more 
than an unfortunate coincidence. (Hear, hear.) 

But its efl'ect WllB very different in certain quarters. .An Englishman in India is in 
a strange world; with his energy, practical will and idell8 of freedom, he fails to un
derstand and perhaps despise a nation given lip to metaphysical dreams which does not 
regard material prosperity as the great object of life. In other parts of the world lin· 
der European sway, in .Africa and .America an alliance with a European is eagerly sought 
while in India where also he is master, he is regarded by the cnstee as impu~e whose touch 
is pollution. With such differencee in thought and feeling, no wonder that ordinary 
Englishmen ignore the people entirely and do not try to understand them. Hence their 
limited.comprehension. Not knowing the native mind they exoggerate tho importance of 
trifle& which only ruffie the surface of native feeling, and attribute to certain evente a 
significonce which howeTOr juelifiable in England do- not even deserve a passing notice in 
India. The difficulties of English adminietration baaed on thia ·misunderstanding are 
increased b.,r misrepreSentations. Labouring under this incapacity to discover the mental 
condition of the Indian masses, the .Anglo-Indian popers are not generally safe guides. In 
times of excitement in particular, some of them prove positiv.ely miachievous. (Shame.) 

. --- --
Thus,. it ia not a matter for surprise lhat a section of the Anglo-Indian Prose di.o-

c~v;red .a deop design in the Poona murder. They found a pretext for the murder in the 
plague measure• taken by Government. Thot the Native Press denounced such measures 
confirmed their suspicion. That the murder took ploce on the doy of a great world-wide 
rejoicing proved to their satisfaction a deep-loid conspiracy which could have been planned 
only by educated cunning. .Almoet every incident that took place in Poono was pressed 
into tho service to support this theory of conspiracy, and on attack was commenced on the 
Vernacular Press and the educated Indians, perhaps unexompled in ita virulence since the 
:Mutiny ; a gogging act wllB loudly . demanded, the policy of imparting education to tho 
·Indions WllB questioned, the preeo in England wllB worked, and the Europeans were thrown 
into a panic, The attack on the educated Indions and the Vernacular Press WllB brutal 
and cowardly. It wns suggested as a matter for regret that the native mind !v>d forgotten 
the lessons of the last mutiny, that a fresh mutiny would cleor the air, particularly as tho 
:Mahrottas were not in· the show of 1857. H wllB insisted that the Notive Press wos 
Beditious and waa rcspon6ible for the murder, and a section of the .Anglo-Indian Press 
demonded the punishment by name, of Mr. Tilak (cheers), the man who had strongly 
attacked and denounced the mellBures of GoYernment. The unreasoning panic into which 
the .Anglo-Indian community was driven by this malignant attack and ita unfortunate 
success in inflaming the English public, forced, according to the English papers, the banda 
of the Secretory of State, a~d Lord Sandhurst had to take measures which, it is believed, 

6 

First Day. 
Prooidcntial 

Adt!reu oftbe 
BoM'BLB Ma. 0. 
SUL\BU N ..... 



:r~t DaY• · 
PreaideDtial · 

Addreuoflhe 
Ho~'DLII Ma. 0. 
&lrJWWO N..ua. 

t 22' ] 

he would never have sa~ctioned if he had remained a free agent. \,(Hear, hear.) Ostensibly 
to discover the murderer, but acting on the thecry that the murders were the result of a 
conspiracy for which the V ernacula~ Press was responaible;-thtr "Gll\>ernmeni arrested the 
Natn brothers under the provisions 'of an old law intended for lawless tiJ!tes ·to secnre 
the peace of the country.· llr. Tilalt and the Edi.torii 5 of· two _Vernacular 
papers were prosecuted ; and a punitive force was imposed o~ the Poona Municipality. 
The arrest of the Natn brothers was and must remain a grea~ blunder. It recalls the 
worst daya of irresponsible despotism. Liberty of person ana; property ia a farce if yoa 
are liable to be arrested, imprisonea, and your property. sequestered at the will and 
pleasure of Government without being brought to trial. {He~r, hear.) We shall J>efo~ 
we part, I have no doubt, express our emphatic protest against this proceeding ..• 

.. . I . . . . . 
The Editor of one of the papers was tried by a judge. without a jury and was con· 

Yicted and sentenced to a term of imprisonment which oan be «!xPlained only by the panio · 
which seized the entire European community. . Mr. Tilak was ',tried by a judge and jwt. 
A European-he need not even be a subject of the Empress-mny claim to be tried by a 
jury of whom at least one-half shall be Europeans: · This is prahtically ari ·efficient protec
tion not only against the executive but against popUlar· excit.'ment. In the· case of an 
Indian, the entire Anglo-Indian community may be most' imrei.Sonably and passionately 
pr~judice_d against him ; he may be an object of violent antipath~ to the other races ; yet 
he cannot claim fair trial at the hands of his Countrymen. {Shame.)· He must submit tB 
be quietly convicted after, it may be, the fBrce of a trial ;- fdr·a trial seldom restrains men 
who are passionately excited, and the trial by jury, an instii.tion inte~ded for the proteoo . 
tion oHhe prisoner in such circumstances proves a delusion land a snare by depriving · 
prisoner of the right of appeal. Mr. Tilak, there can'be sohrcely any doubt; w have 
claimed a trial by a jotry of whom one-half were Indians, if ~ the Indian the aw allowed 
the same protection that i~ afFords to the European. If there is-any ofFence in India which' 
ought to be hied by a native jury, it is the of!'enoe:'Ofsedition. It was possible-that 
a native jury·who knew" the language and w~· -W6re .. in a more favorable position· to form 
a correct judgment of the probable lln!l-intended efFect. of t)le articles on netive mind 
would noi have convicted ; it was ~rtain that· a Europeim jury in that slate _of pnblio 
excitement would convict. By exercising .its right of challenge the prosecution wa8 able to · · · 
.acnre a j~f eii Europeans-:-the number. neeessary . to secure a- conviction-and three 
Indians, and the verdict was .naturally• 6 to 3.- In a far stronger. oase tried by. an 
experienced Ohief Justice who had. been trained in English~ courts; and retained the 
inKinots of an Englishman, the Judge rafusecl to accept the verdic~ of '1'. to 2; when there 
was only one native on the jury. (Hear, hear.) In prison, these men, after conviction~ 
have been treated as ordinary criminale. You are perhaps awa~e that, in England, a man 
oonvioted of sedition is not treated as an ordinary criminal, sedition being regarded a 
political ofFence, but in India apparently one is snbject to the or-dinary hardships ol 
prison life. (Shame.). 

This Poona incident enforces the necessity of ceaseless vigilarioe in lteeping the .English 
public correctly infol'll1ed of whatever passes in India and of thus· connteractU!g _ tj>.e. ·mi_s. 

chievous ef!'eets of the dissemination of incorrect news. ·It emphasises the. necessity of 
extending the syatem of trial by jury to India on the eeme ·conditions as it is- gr4Dted to 
Europeans. It also shows that the Executive Government can, deprive na ol_ onr liberty of 
person and property nt its own wm and ple1111U1'8.· It has brought into disagreeablll 
prominence the nneetisfactory nature of the law of sedition:.· 'The €1overnment of India 
hav& ann<!unced their intention to alter such law in the light of recent events. . We trust 
the Gove-r:nment will bear in mind that in the cirCIUI1Btances of this country, anything 
which checb.freedom of public discussion is most deplorable. Such. check:.may become a 
temporary, if dangerous bar to quiet and eteady progress.- The stream. of onr national 
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progress will nevertheless move on •. It will become dry only when our holy rivera of 
India become dry. (Hear, hear.) · Its progress at present . under sympathetic guiiiD.noe ia · 
emooth. Ue unwise-obstruction may compel underground passagee o~ ita overH.ow. (Hoar, 
hear.) U is a sad commentary on a century of British rule that a. Vernacular paper hae 
had to close ita otlioa with these- worde : " U ia no more now+daya aafe to conduct news- · 

· papere, hence we, -who have other means of livelihood to aupport, make our exit, and da not 
feel any more neeessity. of attending . the . Deputy. Commisaioner'e h)lng..J.ow to oft"or 

· explanation& for certain writings." (Hear, h!'&r, ~eere.) 

• Though the Press prosecutions are ·over,. ·the Government hM not aD.swered tho 
question that will be asked.by Posterity, and that is b_eing asked by India JIOW. Wae 
there any founiiD.tion for the oomplaints made by theae various men, some of them honol!'o 
ably distinguished t Why have they been led to commit those acts which have now 
been declared to be offences r If they are .not justified, if they cannot prove their alle
gations, they cannot be oondemned too strongly; they will then have proved a curse to our 
-country for the mischief they have oommitted. If, on the other hand, it WQS a righteous 
indig_nation for the snft"erings of their oountrymen that led them to jail, it will be ditliouU 
to blame those who extend their sympathy to them. (Hear, hear.) 

We deprecate most strongly any intemperate language in criticizing Government 
measures. We are bound to G8SUme that any objectionable ·m:aasnre must have been duo 
either to ignorance or to error of judgment. -w& have also to remember that after all our 
salvation lies in bringing home t<l the Jl:lajority of the people of England· our real wishes 
and feelings and that the persona whose actions are criticised are their own kith and kin, 
that the system of Government we attack was framed by men for whom they feel just 
~espeot and esteem. Any violence therefore will do us infinite harm, it mny possibly pre
. vent us from securing a hearing.· A false, incorrect, or even doubtful allegation will dis
ilredit ns in the eyes of Englishmen> and the oonse of reform may be thereby put back for 
generations. 

Let me say at once that in the remarks I mnke I deem it auperH.uous to proclaim our 
loyalty to the British throne or to the British constitution, or to add that we hnve not the 
slightest sympathy with any speech or writing which would regard a severance of our 
ilOnnexion as a des~able oonaummation. (Hear, hear,) We naturally take a pride in the 
lives of the great men who have lived for India, and we would draw the attention of our 
TUI.ers to that part of our ancient history which we think they might usefully etndy. 
(Hear, hear.) But we,are also aware that the present has ita roola in the past and the pMt 
ia responaible for our lowly oondition. We, who claim equality nt the hands of Englishmen, 
would deplore and resist any attempt to revive the days when any 'caste or class u such 
was privileged before the law, when a Bre.hmin, for inatance, could claim immunity from 
punishment 1 · We claim equality for all, Brahmins and Pariahs alike. It is this same 
feeling that prompts our ci'itioiem of any act on the part of our Rulers which may seem to 
ucognize any inequality. It is by the removal of these inequalities before lnw between 
European and Indian and by the degree of self-government conceded to us that we mea-
aure our progress towards freedom: · · · 

Gentlemen, I have done. I am afraid I have wearied yon with my lengthy remarks 
(voices-No, no), but I hope I have succeeded in placing before you clearly some points 
relating to our present political condition. We have no need to despair of our political 
future so long ae we depend npon Great Britain, but let us at the same time be alive to our 
duties and responsili!Iities. (Hear, hear.) India expecla great things from n1 ; the whole 
civilized world ;, watching the changes coming over 111. Shall we be content to leave 
India as it is, or shall we go on and do all in our power to lift it to a higher level. l' eara 
of subjection, nay, we may even say servitude, have -sapped the strength of the Indian 
nation, dwarfed ita growth, and stripped it of all that was grand and noble in it, and if 
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India ia ever ~ oooupy a better position than she fills ~t the present moment and take her 
proper place in the scale of nations, it' must be entirely due to .the zealous efForts of her 
educated and enlightened sollll. Let 'Nil dBBpel'ruulum ' be our mot~; let not . ' insidious 
smile or angry frown ' deter us from following the straight path of duty ; and with the 
weUare aud progreBB of our land as our end and aim; let us endeavour under a solemn sense 
of reeponsibility'as wall as loyalty ~our eountry and to our sovereign, to bring abod tha~ 
glorious future which mast inevitably crown our efForte. ~ (Loud and eontinued cheers.) 

?riR. P. N. J oo (Bera:r No. -59 on the liat} then gave a summary in the Marathi 
language of the Chairman's speech and the President's address.· 

:Mi.. ButrPENDBANATH BAstr (Bengal No. 664 on the liat) :.:....! beg to propose three 
cheers for the Preeident (cheere), and three more for hia address; (Cheers.) 

Th~ P~e~ident :-According to practice, the Secretary of. the .Reception Committee 
will read o~t th~ names of the gentlemen who form the s.;:bjects~ Committee. 

THE SECRETARY, :Mr. R.N. MtJDHOLKAll, (Berar No._60 on the ·Ifst) :-Mr. President, 
Ladies and Gentlemen,-The names· of the . gentlemen sent ·up by the several CongreBB 
Committees are as follows :-. · 

.EX-OFFICIO MEMBERS. 

l. THE HoN'BLE :r.ra:·c. SANEA:R4N NAill. (President); 
2. · Ma. D. E. WACHA (Joint General Sticrelary). · 
3. , W. (). lloNNBBJBB (Standing Counsel, Bengal). . 
4. . TaB HoN'JJLB R.u BAHADtlll. P. ANANDA CRAI<Ltr (Standing Counsel, !fadras). 
5. M11.; G. S. KHAPAnnn (Chairman, Reception Committee) •. 
6. ., R, N. ¥wuoLun (Secretary, Reception Committee). 
7. ., B. H. KABANDIEAB (Secretary, Reception Committee): 

MADRAS. .. 

1. Bani SHBI PADMANABHA NARAIN D.11o, . 2nd Prince, . Parla-
kimidi . ... . . . ..• . .. . Madras. 

2. HoN'JJLB 0. VIJI.Ali.AGH~VA CuAnl.AR ... 
3. 

" N. StrBBA Row ,;, ... :,,. .. ... 
4. M B. J OBN ADAK . .. 
5. 

" G. StrJJRAiu.NIA !YBn ••• 
6. 

" 1'. RAMCBANDB.A PlLLAI 

... ... -... 
7. 

" V. Rnu NAKBIAR ... s, 
" . ~· KnsAvA PILL.Al. ... .... -

9. 
" S. PALNY~tJDI MooDLIAR 

10. 
" K. P . .A:cmrnu MENON 

11. 
" A. c. PARTBASABATHY NAIDtJ ' 

12. 
" T. M. APPtJ NEDANGADI 

13. 
" M. RAYANJALtJ NAIDtJ ... u. 
" M. GOP.ALA MENON ... -

15. , PoNNAUBALA MooDLI.An ' ... 
16. , S. S. RAu Gunu 

... 

... 

... 
17. 

" G. VBNKATA RANGA Row 
18. , s. BHBSHA S&STBIAn .... . .. 
19. 

. .. 
. ... . ... 

" BEBTHA RAMAIAH ... . ... 
20. S. AtrDINAnAYANA Row 

... . .. ··; ... 
" 

1. · Tun HoN'JJLn D. B. GAnun. 
2. Mn. C. H. SB.TALYAD 
3. , RusTAM K. R. LY4 ... 
4 •. :).>noF. G. K. GoKaALB ... 

. : ... . .... 
BOMBAY. 

oo:•• . ... ' 

... . .. 

. .. 

.. . . ...... 

... ... 

.;. 

... 
-. .. ... 
. .. 

. ... 

.... 
' -·· 
~ .. 
... 
... · 
-~ ..• 

no: 
Do. 
i>o. 
Do. 
Do. 

,. Do. 
, ,Do. 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

·Do.· 
Dei. 
Do. 
Do •. 
Do. 
Do. 
DQ. 

..; Bombay • 
... ~ ~. D~. _, 

Do. 

··~ 
Do. 
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POONA. First Da:y. 

L lb. N. 0. KBLKA'It ... ..... Poona. Election of Bt1b• 2. "• B. G. D:sv AD BAR ... Do •. joota' Oomml&te& 
3. " KRxsin<an Aw1 Gtiau11 ... . .. Do. 

·;· 
.BEB.A.R. 

1. RA.o SAn:sa DBOuo VIN.AYAE ... . .. . . Berar • 
2. lin. P. N. Joo ... . ... . .. . Do • 
3. " :M. V. Josa1 ... Do. 
4. 

" 
D. v. BHAOWAT ... ... Do. 

5. Da. G. V. KaOT ... ... Do • 
6. :MR. PANDURANO GoVlND .... l>o. 
7. " B. N. :MUDHOLKAR ... ... Do. 
8. 

" 
N. G. KBTKAil ••• Do. 

9. 
" 

L. o. BA.PAT l ••• ... Do • 
10. " 

S..:M. D:so ... Do. 
11. " 

M. B. BAPAT ... ... . ... ... Do . 
12. " 

GANEBH NAGESH ... ... Do. 
13. " 

v. H. DESHMUKH ... Do. 
14. " 

Y. G. DESHl'ANDB ... Do. 
15 •. » YESBWANT VAMAN ;DIGHE ... Do. 
16. 

" 
v. K.K.u.B ... Do. 

17. " 
Y. G. KESKAR ••• Do. 

18. " 
M. K. Ouxnns .•• ... Do. 

19. " 
M.G. DAMLII: .. .. ... . .. Do. 

20. , . B. R. ANGAL .. . Do. 
21. ;o,.; R.N. :MUDROLKAR • De>. 
22. :MR. M. B. MARATHB .... .. . Do. 
23. " 

W.N. Joa ... .. . Do. 
24. " 

SADAsiuv NARAYAN Do. 
25. " 

• W. B. Pn<ll'LI,KAB ... Do. • 
26. " 

D. G. PATWARDHAN ... ... . .. . .. Do. 
21. " 

N. K. DATB ... .. . Do. 
28. " 

G. N. KANB Do. 
29. " 

v. H. ·KAiuNDiKAB ... . ... . ... . .. Do. 
so. " 

R. V. MABA7~1 ..• . .. .. . ... Do. 

CENTRAL PROVINCES, 

1. :MR. BALVANTBAO MABAlAN . .... ... Central Provinces. 
2 . ... B.;.l'UBAO DADA .•• Do. 
3. PRoP. Muxalloi'BB Do. 
4. MR. K. s. BHAWALKAR ... Do. 
5. " 

D. N. KHARB ... ... Do, 
6. " HABI VAMA'K ;KBLI<Ai ... . .. Do. 
7. . fu7WM BITARAM DIXIT . ... ... Do. 

·" 8. " MADBAOBAO p ADHYB ... ... .. . Do. 
9. PROI'o Acm:UT BITARAM BATBB ... ... .. . Do. 

10. MIL KI!SBAO M. KAwALB ... ... .. . Do. 

11. KsaBAO V. Josu1 ... .. . Do. 
" 12. BBAGIRATBA PRASAD ... ... .. . Do. 
" 13. GoVIND :M. B~nx48 Do. 
" 14. GUNESB w ASUDBO SANB ... ... Do. 
" 15. PaiNCil'AL K. G. TaMB.Uf ... ... Do. 

16, · Ma. RA>IEBAU B01mB ... ... ... Do. 
17. BALIBA.Ml'ANT DESBMUKH ... ... ... ... . ... Do. 

" 7 



First Da;r: 
EJe~fSD.b
~ POIIIII!i• 

• t=le 

1. lb. J. GaoBAL 
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BQG.U.. 

2. TaB ·Hm•'IILB SnBBNDRANATB BANBllJ'Bi •• _. 
3. BABu lU.r.IPJUSAliiNA LVYAVISW.BAD · • · 

... 

4. , BBlJ'PBNDRA.BA'lB BASU . - ..... ,.. ... • •• 

... . ' .... ... 
-··· 
·~· 

5. , MoTl LAr. <l!IOSB ... · -... . ...... 
6. JJ HtBBNDRANATB. DlTI"r .•• . •.• • .. 
7. , AuRIT K~qeJINA ¥PLPcx . ... ·~·· 
8. D~ .. )I. M, BosE. .#•• 1 .... • .•• 

... ,. 
•!'•• ... 

. ~;. Calcutta. · · 

.·.••• .• Do • 
.•• , Do. 

..,. 

··-· 
9. BABu SURasa C!ilnNoRA. S.&uuPATY; • t ... ·. · ... •. . .. _ .. ·-

10. Da. NtL Jl.ATAN SJRCAJL •.. -... · · · ••• ••• •!'• .. · -~· .. 

Do. 
Do. 
Do • 
J)o._ 
Do • 
Do • 
Do. 

11. MR. PRITR."\VIB CauNoru. RoY . · ... ;.. · •. ,; .. 
12. ,. J. CBAUilBURI, Rajshahye·. DiU. · ~· ... ... ... . • ••. · . Do. 

·Do:. 

13. BABy NILAI!UN CHANDRA CHATTBR.TBB (24 :forgu~) •• ; . , .. Do.·· 
·Do. · 
·Do. · 
'J)o. 
Do. 
Do. 

14.·· , ·. U:PBlfPB.AN4TB SsN, Burd~an •··- ••. ··~ . ~·-• 
15. , BAJ<IJ'RASAD Cm TTBRJBB, N oddea... ... ... . :··· . 
16. ,. P.}J. MnKEBJBB, Nuddea .... · ... , 
17. , • KRIBB.II~ Knu.&R MrTTRA, Maimansingh _ \ .. .. 

_ 18. , RAz ~RI8BN4 SINHA, MaiiDBnsingh. 
19. , AuurcA CBARA.N MozooHDAB, Faridpur ... 
20. ,. BtPIN CaUNnBA. PAL, Sylhet .... 
21. ., RAsH BBW.RlLAL MANDAB, Bhagalpur District 
22. , ANANT PRAB4D MANDAR, Bhagalpur District . 
23. , 1lOI~DNTH NATH SBN, Moorshidabad • .... , .. 
24. , HBHBNDRA N.&TB SEN, Moorahidabad • · "' .· · 
25. , BliDY.&NATH S.&RCA.a, Moorshidabad... • .. 

·· 26.' . ....,.-- -M"BINI MoBDN CHAKRAVARTI, Eabna -~ ... 
27. , JNA>!RNDRANAm BosE, Midnapur_ .• ,. ·; .. .. 
28. , HBHBNDBAliAT:H _BosE, Midnap.ur .... ·. . , ••. ,. 

- · N. w.·P. AND OUDB:; 
. . . .._.. . ...... : ' : ' . ' . 

PANJ)lT BISBAN NARAYAN DAR :.:. 
J;lABn G.&No.&. PBABAD 'V.a.B>Ll ... 

3. LALA SoHESJI.WARDAS 
4.. MR. A. NUliDY ...... 

..... . ... 
.. ... · .. ; ... 

5: BABv JvonL l\.lsBoaJt .,. _ ... 
6. PvNDIT MAD.&N.Mow.w ·MALA~!A _ 

- 7. BABll JIVAN CBANpRA Mllltlll!ZBP. .. ; 

~ .. . :: ... ;• ' 

··~· ... 
. ... 
... 

-... 

.,.,_ . ... 
--..• 
. .. .. 
! •.• 

_,,. . , .. 
' 

~ 

·-·· 

··~ .. . 
. .. 
.. . 
-·-·· 
··-·· 

1. Basn1 JAJsBI :R&u ··~ ·~·· ••• ... ...._ , .. 

.. 

I beg to propose that theJe gentlemen be appoillte4 -to sel,'ve 
miUee. : · ·· · 

~ :;r. Ghosal. :. I beg to sec;o~d the prop~~aL 

-··· Do.· 
, ... Do. 
..... -

. .. 
""l" 

Do.' 
Do. 
no: 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
no;·-

~- '--e:Do. 
• 

_ ~ .,.. ;Lucknow._ 
·'!.. Do. 
;., . Allahabad. 

· ... Gorakhpur • 
... Benares. 
• .. Allaltabad. • 

Do • 

,;. ~unjaub. 
on.. the Subje~fs'. <;om-

. . . 
The President : It has been duly proposed and seconde4' ~hat the gentlemen wl!ose 

names have been read out to you do servlf on the Subjects' 9omniittee. Do you approve of 
the resolution r - · · . , · · 

The res~lution was ~arried un~nimo~sly. . ' . 
The President : We must now adjourn the -Congress to ll..SQ .&. x. tomorrow. ThP 

members of the Subjects' Committse will meet in h~ an hour., __ 



.. · -SE.CO!'iD DAY'S ·PROCEEDINGS. 
,, .... ·' 

. ~--. 

. . Tuesday, 28th December 1897 . 

f.l'he Congress reassembled a~ 11-30 a.m. 

· • · The President : Gentlemen, ~he rnles for the conduct of business will now be read 
:to rou by Mr. (lhosal. 

Mr.' J. Ghcsal (OalcnttO, No. 665 on the list) : The following are the rules :-
• - . ~ _.. ' . 

-1. J)n ally point of order, the decision of the President shall be final, and no 
(lnssiop ~U be 11llcwed thereupon. 

I ' ' • 

· · 2. No one who is not a Delegate will be allowed to address the Congress or vote on 
any matter.. :- .. '· · ' ' · 

_a. .Ev~:~ D.el~gate mnsJrddress the assembly from the plBtform. 

- -'· 4.. The proposers, seconders and snpportera of each resolution will be selected by 
the..Subjecta' Committee. 

' 5. The President will allot the time during which each spaaker can speak, and no 
.one shoald exceed this without the special permission of the President. The i>residen~ 
will sound hi! gong once to warn each speaker when the time allotted to him is drawing 
to a close, and he will sound it a second time when that period has elapsed ; and should 
he consider that the speaker ougM to cease speaking, the President will touch the gong 

·again, wheu·4he_apeaker must, there and then, close his address. 
• . - ..... .,... _ _.,..._--.!.--:-·--· . .. 

6;: ,._ny Delegate, !lOt sele,cted, but who may wish to apeak on any resolution, ohonld· 
send in his name and that of the Oongress circle to which he belongs, legibly written on 
a piece Qf paper to the President, and .may apeak when called upon by the P1'0sident to· 
do so. • · • , " 

' . . 
7. Any one wishing to propose any omendment to any resolution mu&t send to the 

President a slip of paper contai!ling the amendment, his own . name and that of his· 
eeoonder, as also the names of the Oongress circles, to which they t·espectively belong ; a 
similar slip should be hand~ to. the Reporter. 

8 •. AJJ.y one ·who wishes to propose a new subject for dia~ussion by 'he Oongresa 
must give previqus noti"'! of it in writing to the President at the commencement of ihCJ 
sitting, with ~,copy of_ any reeqlntion he wishes to propose, his own name, and the namCJ 
of the Congooss Oirole he belo!lgS to. · 

. • • .I 

~ ·. _ ~. -No other business ~all be brougld forward before the Congresa ontU tha subjects 
ancl resolutions approved 1!;}' the Bubjeota' Oommitteo have been disposed of. 

10:- But afterwards, if; ·time permits, nny Delegate, who shall have given notiee 
i~ ~riting at th~ commencement of the sitting, to the Presidon_t of his deoire to have a 
particalnr subject discuSsed, or a definite resolution, which h> seta forth, proposed, shall. 
have a right to do so, and_a Delegate who at any time :Previous to ris'ng sholl have given 
such police may, _with the permission_ of the President, rise and ask. the President to taka 
tbe sense of the assembly as to whether such a ubject will be dilcussed. No speaking 

Second Day. 
Ruleo for the 

ccoduol of bUJi· ue-. .. 
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at this singe shall be allowed. The President will simply: read .out ~he subject and the 

d resol~tion and make ariy such remarks as he cons1ders essenlu.t and take a vol& 
pf~~e sembly as to whether lhe subJ"ect. shall or shall not be discussed. If the vole is in 
o we as • o1 • b ... • 
the affirmative, the proposer will then eel forth the s~bJeCI and the res utu~n. ~ we~em 

po es with such explanations as he comiders necessary, _and then, after due diScussion. 
pro s . . h · h 
the question will be disposed of in the usual way. If the vole IS lD t e negative, I e 

aubject shall be d once dropped. 

The Preaident : I propose to allow ten minutes to proposers of resolutions and fi1•e 
minutes to seconders and other speakers. The first resolution will now be moved by Mr. 

D. E. Wacha. · 

1\b. D. E. WACH.t. (Bombay, No. 53 on the list) :..:.. 

Mr. President, ladies and gentlemen :~The resolution · which has been 
ent111sted to me runs ss follows :~" That this Congress ·expresses its deep and 
earnest conviction that the present Frontier policy of the Government oflndia is injurious 
to the best interests of the British Empire in general, and this country iri particular, as it 
involves frequent military expeditions beyond the present limits of the ·.British Indinn 
Empire and causes great loss of valuable lives and public money ; and therefore entreats 
the British Nation to put a slop to this aggressive policy and to lay down that if such, ex
peditions are found necessary; they being for Imperial purposes, the major portion 'of 
their expenses should be defrayed by the British Exchequer." 

This is a really threshed out subjact. From the ver;r date of its inception since 1885, 
we have discUBsed at. almost every session of the Congress this question of .military ex
penditure and the cost of the frontier wars arising ont of the active prosecutiof' of what is 
known as lhe " Forward Policy." I doubt whether there has been a single sitting of tht> 
Congress when the subject has not been in one ·form or another discussed an(! perhaps no 
member of the Congress has spoken so- olten in great details on it as the person who .is 
addressing you just now.. (Cheers.) Thanks to ,the Chitral expedition and the rec•nt 
events that have occurred in the Malakand Pass an(! in the Kurram Valley, we are once 
more constrained to express our opinion on this occasion, and that, too, in more emphatia 
terms than before. You are no doubt all familiar with the latest stages of whl\t .is coiled 
the f1·ontier policy. Thanks to this policy, the whole public opinion of England has been 
aroused on the subject which in itself is a great gain, for, were it not . for this particular 
expedition that has rivetled the attention of the world since July·laet and the heavy cost 
that it is going to entail t>n the Indian Exchequer, possibly, English opinion would not 
hare been roused to lhe extent to which it has been. There is, however, one thing which 
I have pointedly to bring to your notice and it is this : that all the prophecies of the Con
gress in reference to military expenditure, the financial . burdens .that .it on tails oa the 
country, and the, evil consequences arising therefrom, have b<~<>D slowly and steadily 
verified (hear, bear) ; so much so, that even the people of England are now appalled at the 
cost of the expedition following on the heels of what is now . known to be the . greatest 
famine of the century. Thai eminent member of the Cabinet, Sir Michael Hicks-Beach, 
Chancellor of the El\chequer, Sir Henry Fowler anll several other prominent members of 
Pa1-linmenl have expressed ·themselves in favour of a contribution from ·the Imperial 
treasury towards the el\pendilure. You may, therefore, judge for yourselves how far the 
Congress deliberations and \he prophecies on this subjcot have been verified. ·The Con· 
gress in many important matters, besides this has vindicated itself from the dale it was . . , . 

mslltuted lo luis day as could be seen from the events that have happened. Another 
point thai I have to bring to your notice is this : That slowly and steadily the agitation 
of the Congres. from year lo year on some of th~ princ_ipallopioa has borne and is about 
• 
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to bear fruit. . The agitation has had to be carried on for yean together, sometimes under 
great ·difficulties, but it has even·t.,..Uy beeu crowned with success. Take, for instance, the 
Legislative Councils. n is we who agitotad for their reform. It is our agitation that has 

·ted to their expansion since 1893. Similarly with the Punjab Legislative Conuoil, with 
. ihe Public Service, with the Ro.Y.al Commission on the growth of expenditure, nnd other 

topics which the Congress brought to the notice of the Goveri>.ment during the past 
12 years. · Thus, oor success in the past leads me to think thAt in the agitation that we are 
going to have at the present moment, we shnll meet with similu~ good results. As they 
_say, every eyil has its good. The evils of famine and plag11e, combined with thoee of the 
oostly expedition now going on on the frontier, have all brought in their train one good 
,, us, and that one good is that the publio opinion of EDjJiaud h'\8 been thoroughly 

. aroused on the mischievous character of the forward policy. That fact is most significant . 
. It means that we are, nearing the first stage to success. (Ch,~>ers.) I need not travel over 

ihe same ground that I did in previous years. Yet I may briefty point out to you, what 
tl1e principal causes are, apart from exchange-a secondary factor only,-which have led 
to the financial embarrassment' of the Indian treasut•y for so many years past, particularly 
ihe embarrassment caused by the Military Department of the Indian Government. 

· Firstly: under the Army Amalgamation Scheme, whereby Indian o(roops were amalgamated 
with the Queen's troops in 1859, India was made a joint partner with England in all army 
affairs, a joint partner surely bot neither a predominant partner nor a partner who had 
&nf voice. No. India was simply cioerced into a joint partnership with ,England without 
any voice in the management of the expenditure on her own· army. '!'his Amalg11ination 
Scheme has been the fountain source of all the financial evils, which have since ftown from 
it. H is to this ill-fated scheme of 1859, which was put into force against the united 
opinion of qualified experts of the day, ihat the country owes its p1·esent pecuniary condi-

. tion. The second cause of all this appalling military expenditure that has gone on for 
the last 20 yean is this preciooa " Forward Policy " which is now universally condemned. 
It originated in a minute based on a scheme of General John Jacob that was first sub
,;.itted to Lord Canning's Government so far back as 1856 by Sir Henry Green, a dis
tinguished Sindh Frontier officer, with reference to the policy the British Indian Govern
ment should adopt as regards the frontier beyond India's. natural line of defence. The 
Ultimate object aime:l at was, of course, the absorption of the whole of the intervening 

· iribal territories between India and Afghanistan which are the subject of so much atten
tion at ihe present moment. · It also aimed at the occupation of Afghanistan whenever the 
opportunity offered itself. · It is historically inaconrate to say tho.t this forward policy is 
of today or yesterday; There are records and blue-books ; there are despatches and other 

·State papers, which he who runs may read, showing· that this for;,.ard policy is a' fized 
policy not of yesterday or of today, bot One which dates, as far back as 1855. (Hear, heo.r.) 
It was iU that y01ir ihat General John Jncob; of Sind renown, 'seizing 'he opportunity 
'afforded by the events of the Crimean ·war, had first framed his scheme, but the statesman. 
ship of Lord Canning and the other gentlemen associated with him in the Government 
of the day put their foot on it; and so br General Jacob's minute was pigeonholed. But 
it was pigeonholed only for a time in order to be dragged ont of ito recess again and 
developed so as to be brought within the pale of practical politics by no less a porson than 
Sir Henry Rawlinson, a dashing military officer who had served as Ambassador at Teheran, 
in Persia, of which he was greatly enamoured, of course, from the point of view of land 
grabbers. Eart.li hunger was as keen then as now. Sir Henry was a member of the India 
Council when be revised in 1865 the forwo.rd policy of General Jacob and Sir Henry 
Green. . The principal point urged in that famous minute was that, owing to the advance 
of Roasia near Central Asia., it was the duty of Engl~nd also to make a move Jorward 

·'beyond the confines of Peshawar. It ia this fo.W minute which is bearing such· evil fruit 
! today. :Moot of you may be IIIla ware of that minute of Sir Henry Rawlinson. It Willi 
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till lately buried in the po~derous tomes known as the Illue-booka on Central Asia. .. Ilu~ 
the forwa•·d policy hao itself been instrumental· in nnearlhing i~; The Liberal Press·.haa 
once mors recalled it to public memm·y. I would strongly advise yon, gentlemen and 
delegatse, to reoo, mark and inwardly digest that minnta in order ~ thoroughly under
stand the various phases of the forward policy originally sketched in 1856, · develop
ed for praotioal purposes in 1866, bd actively. carried into execution since 18i6 
when Quetta and I!alnchistan were first acquired. It was in that year that Shere Ali, 
the Amir of Afghanistan, was struggling with internal diffionlties iii his own dominions. 
Hence it was oonaidered a most favourable opportunity by .. the. Jingo party in power in 
England to seize it, make a move forward, and if possible to occupy Afghani;tan. It was 
this party, at whose head Wll6lllr. Disraeli, who invited Lo1·d Northbrook, the then Viceroy 
and Governor-General of India, to find a pretext for hostilities with· the..Amir. .But His 
Lordship was a ssgacions etatsemon who knew exactly what the invitation meant. He knew . . 
thoroughly well that once English soldiers put their foot beyond ·Peshawar there would 
be no holting. Step by step there would be an advance. Post after post would have to 
be occupied and fortified. The Government would be impelled to go forward and forward 
until none could say where it might be made to .halt eventnally.' Lord Northbrook. could 
easily forecast what the future of that policy would be. 'Hence when he was inVited by 
Mr. Disreali to find a CIIBUB 6elli -with the Amir he courageously declined to do. so and 
resigned office. He would, on no account, commit the people of India to so disastrous a 
policy. It is a pity that our present Viceroy; who is known to be a Liberal and a Home 
Ruler, should hove failed to imitate the excellent example.s~t to him by Lord Northbrook. 
(Hear, hear.) When ~he occupation of Chitral was ultimately resolved· upon,. he should 
have put his foot down on it as it praotioally meant another great move forwnrd in the 
execution of the forward policy. He should have resigned hil office saying, "I shnll not 
have any~hing to do with it." It is a matter of, regret he did .nothing of the_kind but 
cheerfully obeyed the mandate of Lord George ~amilton. (Haar, hear.) Gentlemen, I need 
not wait to ioform you that the real, active, forward policy begnn.in 18i6 and.the first evil 
fruit of it was the Second Afghan war which cost 20 millions steding. - After that 
disastrous event the eyes of the people of England were opened and the Ll'ber"l Ministry 
of Mr. Gladstone eame to our rescue by contributing five millions sterling towards that cost. 
(Cheers.) It also put a strong curb on that policy. But that oheck only lasted. for a tinoe. U 
was during the Viceroyalty of Lord Ripon that \ve had some breathing tim~. (Hear, hear.) 
It was he who extricated the oonntry from the morass of financinl embarrassment into which 
it was plunged by Lord Lytton;& Government and once more put the whole of tb Indian 
revenue and expenditure. on a aound basis : so much so that when he left India, .after having 
laid nown his high office, the financinl eondition of the connt~y was indeed all that _could 
.be desired. (Cheers.) He reduced taxation to the extent of three crores of rupees by 
remitting the duty on salt-tax, namely, making it Rs. 2 per maund; · by abolishing all 
import duties save on arms and liquors ; and by remitting other ~n.'Ces which were known to 
be oppreeaive in certain parts of the Empire. In spite of this r6missioli. of 3 orores, Lord 
Ripon ahd Major Baring (now L'>rd Cromer) loft the fiuanoes of India in such a healthy 
oondition that the revenue balanced expenditure. .But what happened: .after..:..ds r Lord 
DuJI'orin .came and the policy was agilin put into motion, At ·first there was the Penjdeh. 
scare which cost us 2 crores. But what followed that scare ! The .army was increased 'by 
thirty thousand troops of whom ten thousand were Europeans an<l twenty thousand natives. 
That has cost the co~try a permanent additional burden of 2l niillions sterling. Ladies 
and gentlemen, at this stage, I have to ask yon to consider _ ona important aspect of in
creased mil~tary expenditure. It is. this: when that expenditure i_s increased it also adds 
to our.eterling chargee. The a<tditional expenditure of 2l millions sterling entails a 
furth.~ oharge of exchange on the pay and pension of European soldiers and officers and 
nil mil1tary ani other requirements for which the military department relillfl on England 
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~ur Home remittances are proportionately increased. With the inarease of the Home re
mittances ' we ·have -to incur a larger burden of exchange. .Every pound added to 
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· rasses our fin11ucea. The army was increased in 1885. But what was the first efFect of that 
~ increase f We went to Burina and forcibly seized that province under a hollow pretext, 
· lt' .was really an invitation from· the Rangoon and Manchester Chambers of Com;. 

merce. n· w~ & Illere delusion to tlllk of French intrigues. No. Thai was a 
pretext which has no 'IOlid ·fomdalion: as the Blu&obook on Upper Burmuh plainly 
tells us. Upper Burma WIIB acquired for purposes of trade.. (Shame.) It WIIB acquired 

. .because all the riches then dreamt of. including the ruby mines, may be curried 
"&way by British merchants. At the very first Congress held in Bombay we 
emphati.;..ny protested against this occupation of Upper Burmah and suggested 
'that it inight be mede B Orown Oolony independent of India. But it was never 
-done. From that time forward Upper Burmah became a sot·t of white elephant 'o us. 
Although the military expenditure there has lately been reduced that new province hu 
oost us 16 orores during the last 12 ye11rs. The provine& ia not paying. A part of the 

·revenue deriven from Lower Burmah is applied to meet the cost 'of the administration of 
the Upper J.>rovinoe. And it is difficult to foreoast when it will ever become paying. As 
soon us Upper Burmoli was acquired and the dacoits-as the patriotic men who fought for 
1heir country's defence were absurdly called-were put down, a forward move was again 
made on the N. W. Frontier. Lord• Roberts was the Commander-in-Chiaf. He is no 
-doubt il popular soldier; He was the very first expert who had, sitting as a member of the 
Siu'un Army Cooimission, recorded his opinion, lll.ong wilh his colloagnea, that for aU pur· 
poses of in~ernlll dafence and repelling externlll attack, fifty thousand aoldierR were enough. 
But when he became Commander-in-Chief, he ignored· his own delib•rat<l opinion. He 
stultified hiniself.. We entirely owe ~o his military ascendancy in the Imperial Council, 
..Vhich Lord Lansdowne was never able to check, almost all the finanoial-ev1TB"frmn-whiolt--

. we have b~en 'sufFering.. Io neeil not travel over the history of the acti•e forward policy 
-during the last 12 years from 1885. I have here before me Parliamenlary returns relating 
to the coet of the expeditions during the period. I will not refer to the details given 

.In these returns.. Sufllce to say the expeditions have cost f11lly six orores, apart from the 
cost" of the pi'esen~ one which is likely to exceed five .crores. I may say that altogether 
from 1885 up to nate our frontier· expeditions have cost us well nigh eleven croreB. 
Ladies and gentlemen, I ask you to consider what these eleven croros mean, S11ppose that 
ihese eleven c'rores had 'been saved, to what good pur~cse might 'the sum have not been 
applied f ·Why, the famine expenditure itself will not cost you eleven croreo. 'We might 
.have paid the entire famine expenditure and spent the blllanoe on works of publio utility 
lik~ irriga~ion1 ·education and so forth. ·Or, we might have saved the sum which would· 
have diminished the borrowing to which the"Imperial Government h1111 lately been obliged 
·to resort. If again you lock ei the military expenditure proper you will find that since 
1886 the extra cost which it baa entailed on this country amounts to thirty-three croros of 
rupees without exchange. The additional burden of military exchange, I may inform yon• 
amounted in 10 yeara (from 1885 to 1894) to 14l crorea. How usefully might thcSG 
thirty-three crores have been spent on objects of public utility f If not, we might have 
avoioled aU the enhanoed and new taxation which hu been imposed on this aocounf and 
whicli aggregat~s twenty-two crorea. These figures were 1111 brought in evidence beCore the 
Royal Commission and th,y have not been. contradicted. Had we not incurred this extra 

. military expenditure there might not have arisen the necessity for raising a pi? of that 
."taxation of twenty-two crores. (Hear, hear.) In the first place the C'lovernment _m•ght have 
been able never to increase the salt duty. The increased duty haa not yet been redaced. 
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. Seoond Da:V, though promised frolll year to year. How can they when they want nil th~ monie~ for t~e 
"forward rnke" 1 Millions die of famine, many of whom rarely get a pmch of salt Wtth 
their doily food. In a year of fnmine it is not necessary to tell you that salt is eVOJ!-• more 
necessary than ever. · They can find money enough for their frontier expeditions ·which. 
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liB. DI_E. W £.CILlo. • 1 B • th .fi d ~h .._ f hove cost eleven crores in two ve years. U• ey never con n • e mo orores or 
romitting the enhanced duty on salt. ·(Shame.) I need not refer to the inorease in the 
duty on petroleum. Neither should I wait to descant on the ineome tax and the heavy 
import duties •. You lll'li quite fnmiliar with their history. Thus the situntion at the 

. present moment is indeed most critical. We have absolutely derived no advantage from 
these expeditions and from the increased army force. At the snme time the country haa 
gone bockward and has just been able to extricate. itself from the throes of a famine which 
is admitted to be the severest of the century. ·All other pressing domestic improvements 
have been hnng up. Irrigation and other public works have been starved.. ·So. is 
oduoation. · So are other reforms. We have been· crying for the separation of judicilil 
from executive functions which would not cost, 'according to Mr. Jacob's evidence, 
holf a crore, although that measure, if adopted, would eonfer the greatest. boon on 
the people. Those who follow me, will no doubt inform you of whatis now occur. 
ring for the one purpose of acquiring the barren rocks of the wild but independent 
tribes and of eventually absorbing. the territorY of the Amir ·of Afghanistan. We 
are spending crores of rupees . which . are an absolute : waste. ·.I call this. waste 
o1•iminol. (Hear, hear.) The expenditure is said to be incurred on securing J3ritish 
supr~macy in the East. If that be so, those who wish to maintain it for Imperial purpo•es, 
must pay the expenses. The evils from which we are suffering are almost• entirely owing 
to this so-coiled Imperial policy pursued for the maintenance of imperial interests.. We 
have put forward our grievances on this subject from year to yeor, but it is a matter of 
regret that no attention has been paid to it. But as I said at the outset recent events 
have aroused public opinion in England and it is the duty of this Congress to educate. and 
enlighten thot opinion oo the real state of matters. The Congress must strain evert effort 

----ttrtlisclillrgo that duty. We have to bring to the notice of the BritiSh public how this 
1orward policy has proved disastrous in every way, morolly .and materially,: to the best 
'interests of the country; how internol progress has been put back; how embarrassed have 
been our finances and how India is exhausted and upable to bear a)ly further the heavy 
strain which may be out on its shoulders. In support of what I have observed, I would 
beg your leave before concluding, to read to you an extract or two from ·the pages of t}l.e 
"Nineteenth Century" for the current month. There is ·an article. on this important 
subject, contribu(ed bY. our late Finance Minister, Sir Auckland Colvin, · than . whom a 
stronger supporter of the Congress cause as regards the excessive growth of Military ex
penditure you cannot find. (Cheers.) · You may remember that ~ir Auckland Colvin has 
been persistently writing on this subject for. the las.t four years.· He .wrote in 1894, in 
1895, in 1896 and he writes again now. No _retired official of his position and experience 
eould speak with greater authority. In my opinion, we owe our heartfeh thanks to Sir 
Auckland Colvin for educating the British public on the real fina~cial. condition of ;J:ndia 
and the mischievous consequences of the forward policy which he did hi~ best to a;ert when 
a member of the Government of India. (Hear, hear.) Sir Auckland Colvin obs~~~ a8 
follows:- . . · 

"Taxation in Indio has in the last three years reached high water mark. So far as 
rev?nue has been kept ubreast of expenditure, it has been only by reimposing taxation 
whtch had been taken oft' or by the addition of fresh fiscal burdens. I need not re-enter 
Cln the ground travelled over by me in previous · years published in this Review in 
1894 and 1895. The relief which may be hoped for from further improvement in exchange 
haa olmost reached the furthest limits which under the existing conditions of the currency 
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can be expected; but insufficlent as it is, is probably in excess of any relief whicla can be 
looked for were the mints to be reopened under the most f~>vourable oonditions. Tho 

"artificial condition of the currency is a source nC apprehension aud of unoortainty lo all 
lilike, to lhe "Government; to nien of buaineaa, to the native bankers, and especially- to all 
classes connected wilh agriculture~in other wordo, nine-tenths of the population. The 
resources of the country nro drained temporarily by famine1 lhe population harossed by 
plague, the relations of the Government nnd the people in more• than one important 
direotion are notoriously strained. There has never p•'Obably been a moment when India 

'was less prepared'tomeet f1·esh financial obligaliooe, or to odd to its difficulties by embark· 
"iog in enterprises of which the consequences lc its finances, are likely lc p11lve crushing 
lhoogh for the moment lheir full eff'cct ma)' not be apparent It has been too much the . . 
:custom in ·responsible · quarlero and men of either· great political party in Ibis 
·country to ilpealt -in later: years of ·lhe financeo. of India as though the political 
·climate oflndia did noteoffect lhem. * * * * From 1838 to 1897, progrosa 
1and nd.vance beyond the Indus hovEl always brought wilh them tho arrest of pro• 
greso tO the eilst of it j and it is on lbio aocounllhnlleading natives of India, whether of 

:. 'the old ana ortl•odox or the new University brand type eo universolly regard lhe present 
policy with disfa,•our: This leo waa the bedrock of Lord Lawrence's position. His 
11trotegici view may be oi>en lo criticism bat his view of the stralegicol line to bo adopted 
'wos a part only and not tho most impo•'lanl part of his policy on lhia subjeol No scheme 
"of strategical frontier could be sound in J;.ord Lawrence'a eyes which WBB not CODSiatent 
'wilh lhe progreso of the country, lhe development of ita resourcea and lhe contentment 
and loyalty· of ·the l'eople." · (Cheers;) . __ 

. Ladies ~nd Gentlemen,:_,I tlili.k that those wise words of Sir A.ucklan~n will 
·commend themselves to every' uni~ of our population. Every one -ory~u will, I lake it 
for. granted, agree. with him lhat lhe relations between lhe rulers and lhe ruled are being 
~trained and thai our linan~s are being exhousled and drained by unfruitful expenditure 
and I hal P.rovidence alone kaows where and wheJ!. it will slop. II is lime therefore . that 

·at this. c1·ilical juncture we once more raised ouf voice in oondemnation. of thio forward 
:policy and appeale<\ to Great ~ritain lhal if this polioy is to be maintained and not 
:reversed, as we all earnestly desire, for maintaining British supremacy in the Eost, it ia 
essentioi that in bare justice to India the cost ollhe expenditure arising out of that fateful 
polioy should hi> .borne to a large extent, if not wholly, by lhe British Treasury. 

; (A.pplause.l . ~ • . 

M.B. G. Suoaa.IUt<U.IYBR (lladros, No. 8 on the list) :-Mr. President, Ladies and 
<'Gentlemen,-! rise lo second Ibis resolution and in doing eo, I wish, lo nd.d a few worda 
.to lhe eloquent and exhaustive speech that our distinguished friend Mr. Wacha has just 
:made. He has aaid lhal tho forward policy is not "lhe. Indian policy. It ia not the in· 
:...,nlion of the elaleemen rosponsible for lhe Government of Indio. It was imported from 
:EnglancL The true Indian policy was the policy of Lord Lawrence, a policy of moslerly 
inaolivily,-8 policy o~ prepared vigilance on tho frootier· and abolinence from all inlet' 
ferenee with the frontier tribeo, a policy that was determined by a due conaideration of the 

cfinancial souocln~ of lhe Government !'f Indi!l a policy fonnded upon the great truth 
·tha\ every l'Olicy whic!i;iB not eon4,ucive lo lhe prosperity and contentment of the people 
of India was unwise and impolitic. That is lhe true Indian policy. Bat thiJ so-called 

.forwGrd policy wi owe lo the now Jiogoiam, lhe.uew military spirit, tho new Imperialism 

.~f which the British people boost now·a.doyo ; and this policy hBI coal us an enormous 
-drain of money. II has proved ruinous.to lhe country. It has aousod na enormous evil 
:inmore.thanoneway •. Nollospeakof lhe enormous amount that haa been apent in 
.numerous expeditions beyond the frontier, it has, aa Mr. Wocha said, practically put an· 
·.e~:~d .to alllhe improvomenlo in .the domeetio adminis&ra&ion of Ute country. This forward 
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policy has abaorbed all the fonda available for the advancement of .the ~eople. Yon have 
read the estimate that haa been formed by a very oompetent authortty of ~e . cost of 
these frontier expeditions. No !eBB an authority than Colonel Hanna. has said that these· 
frontier expeditions have eoat nearly seventy millions. Seventy ,.million' have been liter
AI!y ftung away in the valleys and m?untainous fortrellll8s beyond the. nalu1oal ·~ontiers of· 
India. Now remember, ladies and gentlemen, that the oonquest of Burma 18 ·the .oon
tinuation of the same policy and if you add that cost also the frontier polioy has · cost ns a 
preoious little sum of one hundred ororea of rupees (Hear,-hear)-a hundred orores of ~peea 
in tho face of famine and the nomeroU!' privations and suft'erings -which the people are 
chronically subjecte<l to I Again in addition to the cost of the e."peditions· we have to 
estimate the cost which the oontinuation of this policy will entail. Yo11 may take it that 

• wars and expeditions nndertake11 011 or beyond the frontier -will not end' there. Once- you 
enter into a war with these your supposed enemies, yo11 will· inevitably, in· spite of you.r 
inclination, be led on to annex their countries and take upon you,rselves the: responsibility 
of administering them. Fancy, gentlemen, to the enormous oost of milita~y expenditure 
already incorred..."!'ill have to be- added the cost of i11reasing the army which (will be · n<ice&-' 
sary if these frontier co11ntries are to be oecupied, and fancy also the enorm(\Us.additiol1 to' 
the cost of carrying 011 the civil-administration of these countries. Ladies opd gentlemen 
already under the financial system of thiS oouu~e more settled and the lhore advanced 
-parts of the oou11try are made to pay for the progreBB o:Hhe__leBB advanced· .p.d backwurd 
portions of the Empire. A g•·eat authority has said that- those,, wars ·are· ~ndertaken in
pursuance of that great sociological law, the law of evolution and the law of ojivilisation for 
crushing barbarism. Well, this may be a philanthropic mission 'indeed. l But if that 
mission ia-to..b.!_undertakcn by England, if the English people want to have ;hat glory of 
crushing barbarism uu.cler the wheel of civilisation, let them pay. for H •. (<Jlleers.) They· 
are welcome to do so, but not the poor half-starved Ramaswami of Maaras." (Hear, hear, BIId 
cheers.) Ramaswami of Madras has nothing to do with the civilisation of the Afrldis or 
with the civilisation of the Pathans (a voice: "Not the Bengal Presidency eihher."). Nor 
the Bengal Presidenc~, you are -perfectly right, nor I may add the pe&Sant of :ilerar .. ·What 
ha<o we tO do w11h the civilisation of the barbarians if they are barbarians Ilving beyond 
the natural frontiers of India r It is enough if we pay for our own expenditure. There 
is a good deal to be done for the civilisation of our own people and their prog\-eSB and why 
on earth should we be burdened with the oost of civilising the Afridis and t~e• Pathans r 
(A voice: "Benevolence.") Let ·those who want benexolence pay for it. (C~ers.). What 
is tho result of the forward policy r The result is, ladies and gentlemen, wHat 20 or 21> 
years ago was an Indian appendage, an I11dian Empire, has ceased to be an In~ian Empire; 
it is an Asi~tic Empi~, Burma and further border lands beyond the ~ymalA~as no 'more 
form a portion of Ind1a tha11 Kamaschatka. The thrifty and the half-<~tarved \peasants of 
I11dia are virtually' paying for the Asiatio Empire. It is high time that this QOJJgress 00 
enter its emphatio protest against this frontier policy which has cost not only fulillions of 
money but is sure to cost much more in future and entirely absorb all the reso&rces ·avail-

' able for the good progress and advancement of the people. Therefore, after all, what is 
the practical result of this war that has been going on for several months r . Are We. :sure 
that the great army of sixty thousand troop,_-well_disoiplined valorous. ano!, superior-are 

· we sure that this army has conquered these Pothabs I lilome say that Pathans have oon
qnerred the British army, (Laughter.) It i& extremely doubtful and it looks as if-they 
have to go.on with another oampaig11 of.silli months and Henven ooly 1mowa what that 
w,ill cost. · I am sure and yon are all sure that if this forward policy ·:were to oontin11e 
India w~ be absolutely orushed a11d there is no hope for I11dia nolesa and untU this fo;_ 

·ward pohcy is put an end to, knowing people say thot it is not easy to induce the British 
tax-payer to pay for the cost of this expedition. ·If he will not pay and if the Indian 
people cannot a~rd to pay, how is 'this to go on r I have just read i:~ a Bombay paper 
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that seriollS negotiations are being carried on to ,all away our State Railwaya. What T 
Has it oome to that f Has it Come that the Government of India ahould sell away ita' 
State Railways in order to find the money to pay for this expedition T Nothing oan he 
more shameful, more disastrollS and more discreditable to the stateamanobip and the 
good Government of this country.__ l:_will not detain you any further. With these worde 
I have much pleasure in seoonding this resolution. (Cheera.) 

The resolution was put to th~ vote and carried unanimoUBly. 

. 'M~ Boi~UNTHANA.TB Saw (Bengal, Yurshidebad, No. 675 on the list) :-Mr: Prseident, 
n~ot.her Delegates and Gentlemen,-'l'he resolutiO!l entrusted to me runa .. follow• :-"That 

' in. view of the fact that tho calnmitise of . famine and plagae have dislocated the already 
aeriously embarrassed financeo of this country and crippled ita limited reoourcse, and that' 

. the military opera~ons carried on, beyond the North-West Frontier, are for the protection 
of. Imperial inter~sts, this OongreBB prays that the Britiah Parliament will, pending the 
settlement of t,la~ principle on which the military chargea are to he apportioned between 
Great Britain and India, be pleaaed to make a eubeta!Kial contribution to the coal of the 

. '' . ' ' present war. . . j: 
,_ The first resolution which has jllSt been adopted and this are rather of a oognate 

natare. . A few obaernlione by me by way of explanation perhaps will be quite auflicient. 
This is .in fact a corrollary aa it were to the firet. We believe in the poverty of India. 
Those who think .otherwise and indulge themselves in the sweet idea of proaperity of India 
will, -we hope, within a short time be oonvinoed by the arguments ani eviuenoe which have 
h'"!li plaoed before them to change their opinion. The people of this country live from 

. hand to mouth. Failures of two crops bring on famine. I won't go to the length of 
saying that the first touch of sca~city brings• on famine. They are taxed very heavily. 

' .The Government pf India with ita inoomein round numbers of. fifty milliona ha1 to meet 
the homo. charges by making a remittance of almost half of it. One-third again goes to 
me~t the military expenditure. · 'rhere is left a balauoe of about one-sixth for the internal 
administration of the empire, and you have already heard fro able mover of .the liNt 
resQlution )j.ow· embarraaaed the present position of the Government is w1 re he-
finanoea. Ypn see then that the country is in an embarraaaed condition with regard to ita 
financeo, that is. the Government aud the people taken together. The military operations 
-beyond- the n~rth-weatern frontier are likely to coat a very large amount of money. No . 
. forecaat or estimate can be accepted .. We know from past experience "ilh regard to the 
Afghan -war and other wars how the e•timqtea were originally made and what large 
amounts had actually to he spent from 2 to 31 in one inatanoe, so that there ia no knowing 
what th_e expedition tha~ is going. on now will cost UB. Mr. Wacha says that it .might coat 
us five crores, and lam not at all sanguine about that figure. It may be twenty. The 

, Government is already in an embarraBBed condition. The people are too poor to pay any 
further taxea.· In ordinary circumatanceo, in the normally existing embarraBBed uondition 
of the finances_ the Government would not find auflicient funds to meet thia military expen-
" ditnre.. ~utto our miarortune the normal oondition. of the financeo baa beeu disturbed by 
the appearance of calamities like famine and plague. The famine aft'eoted the agricultural 
and generally the lando<Jwning interest altogether. The poor ryots conld not reap their 

_crops and th~ landlords also oould not get tilpir rente. There baa been to a certain estent 
a dimiii.utiPnin the oolleotion of the revenue ,too though inappreciable. Trade and com-
. meroe have ~eon aft'eoted by I 'he .plague. : H is not simply the aft'eotad area that haa 
· auft'ered, Damely, Bombay and Punjab, 1 But nll other parts of the empire wit.h which 
. Bombay and :Punjab had_ connection have auft'ered. So that the plague and the famfne 
have again materially crippled the already <~mbarraaaed condition of the finances. The 
question is if the G:ovemment could not meet its demand for military expendit11re under 

. ordinary circumetences, while there is this abnormal condition inlroduoed by these two 
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ealamities, how is the Indian Government. to meet this lillie bill f There w~Id ~- simply 
the necessity for developing its revenues. How is that possible 1 PractiCally Jt means 
imposing new taxes; 'l'he G;overnment would be left no ?ption.. Ultimately t~e poor 
peasallts throughnut the empire will have to suffer. The famJn&~~tr•cken ~eople will ha~e. 
to pay. What will be the effect of all this T The Government will have te curteU 1ts 
expenditure on 'subjects or rather objects which go to improve the intell~&u_"l, mora~ nnd 
material condition of the oounl•·y. All these will have to be stopped. Cons1der a~m the 
iutereets for which the military operations have been ciarried on. ln the resolution we 
find it stated that these operations ore for the protection of .the Imperi~l inter~ts.. ~his . 
may be a oontroversial po~nt because t~ere are some who . th1nk that thiS front1er pohcy• 
. that this aggressive policy is no aggreBBive policy at all but is absolutely neceesary for the 
protection.of India. Of oourse there is ia difFerenc'9 of opinion. However, taking it fnr 
granted, that the policy adopted is· right, there will undoubtedly como a time shortly 

. before the Parliament to discuss this subject, because, if. I mistake not, t I believe it is 
aection 55 of -the Indian Government Act which provid•s that for expenditures on . account 
of military operations beyond the limits of India prop&r the sanction of the l'nrlioment 
will have to be received ; so that tho question whether this policy has b6en rightly 
followed or whether it hos been wrongly followed mll be a. mAtter for discussion 
and debate in the Parliament. We are not concerned at present with the question 
as to whether it is a right policy or a wrong policy. The question is whether 
or not the military operations are for the protection of · Imperial · iiiteNsts.. 
Undoubtedly tli.oy are. ABBuming that India is b.enefitted by these . operations 
still are'"lhey _not to extend the British rule to enlarge the Empire T · These. two 
objects will certainly be gained. · Therefore the interest involved is of an Imperial 
nature. Such being the case, consider the fafrneBB of payment by Indi•n peosenls wlio 
have beon.living wilbin the limits and boundaries of India proper ·and earning their liveli
hood by the eweal of lheir forehead. Consider these people being eailed upon and 
required to pay by the imposition of new taxes D1Cney for that which would benefit the 
British people. II is _the.refMe- bot fair thai tbe Imperial exchequer should make a 

-...,..---<a.,.,.bo\....,,ia\ C6n\nbution if not pay the whole expenditure. U this war has been the result 
of a wrong policy we can claim that the whole amount ought to be paid by the Imperial 
exchequer. We woald be quite content if the Parliament would . order payment of 8 
substantial oontribulion. This is a -question on which perhaps we are not dreaming 
wildly. We remeutber the debates which look place during the Suakim &Xpedilion. 
Bearing in mind what paBBed then and beariqg in mind also the evidence which has been 
placed before the Welby Commission, we certainly onn entertain hopes that the Royal 
Commission would for!"ulale certain principles according to which payment would be made~ 
propnrtio.!alely in regard to the mUittlry operations of this nature. Pending this final' 
setLlement, what we pray ia that, the Parliament may be pleased to make a substantial 
contribution to the oosl of the present war. With these remarks I ask you gentlemen to 
adopt this resolution. (Cheers.) • ' ' 

l!uolutlon n. 
Contribution to 
the cool of tbe 
Frootier 'Val'l. 

Ma. JAJBIIWI. 

· lh. JAIBJJtur ·(Lnbore, No. 650 on the list) :-Mr. President, Ladies and 
Gentlemen,-! beg to second the resolution which bas been rea<l. over to you: by 
my predooeesor. !h~ grounda ?n • which the apportionment of military chargee 

·between Great Bntatn and Indm l8 baseol. are the calamities of famine wh 'ch 
boa recently prevailed in India and of the plague which is threatening ~II O:.er 
the oountry; but assuming that there were no apprehensions of such ·cal 't' 

I 
. . am1 1es, 

. I woo d still hold that we are entitled to a fair · contribution fro th 
English exchequer. For this, my grounds are these. · The military operations~ the 
North-western frontier are oarried on in the prosecution of what they call ·~ ~ m de 

]' d th · ... e •orwar 
· P". JCy an 18 forward policy w~ have always depreoated, Secondly, the more you 
· think the more you will find that th•• forward policy is bein8' majntaineol q'Q.d carripd 
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on for the benefi~ of, Great Britain and her people. Thirdly, I think that if Mr. Morley's 
theory_of the breach o!faith ia correc~-and I think there are reaeona ~ believe ~bat 
it ia oorrec~tll.ere doE¥' no~ seem ~ be any reaeon why the Indian tax-payer should. 
be held liable for the military charges .of thia expedition. Fourthly, there ia also a 
precedent and that ie the laet Afghan war. Add ~this the present finanoial situation 
and ayetam regarding which facta have been eummarieed by Sir David Barbour. In 
one of his contributions he says :-

Seoond Day. 

"The facta which I have brougM ~ your notice may be breilly reoapitulatad-an 
eMtern ciountry governed in accordance with expensive woe tarn ·ideas ; an immenee and 
poor popnlation; •. narrow margin of possible additional revenue; a constant tendency 
for expenditure ~- outgrow revenue ; a aystam of Government 'iu India favourable to 
incre!ISO of and unfavourable ~ reduction of expenditure. No financial control 
by intalligent and -well informed public opinion either in India or in England ; an · 
inllllfficient ·check on expenditure in India; a remota and imperfec~ control exercised 
from England; a revenue -specially Iiebl~ ~ lluctuatione year ~ year and growing 
foreign payments." 

Gent;lemen~ we . have always been complaining of the . growing poverty of 
India. The reoen~ famine h118 crippled our resouroea, Tho- earthqnokea have 
caused loasos which are by no means inconsiderable. The war has already oori us many 
Uvea and our oountry is threatened by the plague, and. under th- oiroumatanoes I think 
that we are entitl~ ~ a fair contribution from U.e English exchequer: With these 
Temarko I beg to se~nd the roei>lution.: (Obeere.) p -" . . . 

The resolution was pu~ ~ U.e vota and carried' unanimonsly. 
• .•·• r 

ReaoluUon II. 
CoutribulloD to 
tho 0011 of lho 
Froutler Woro. 

Mr. JAIBJlWI. 

• · Mr; S. M. DBo (Berar, Yeomml, No. 546 on U.e Uat) :-Mr. Presiden~, Ladiea and 
Gen~\onien,-1 beg t<1 propose---the following resolution, and in doing so will explain in 
:M~aihi, for the benefi~ of ~ose w~~w English what the previous speakers hove _ 
sa1d on the first two resolut10ua of which this ia~~" That this Congresa 
ii.uthorizea the President, ~ submit. a petition ~ Parliament eDibO<lyliijflh..-,.ru,_- --
l)Ontaiued in reaolutione 1 aud 2 under his hand on its boho!L" 

Mr. S. lt:. D.Jio ~en addressed the meeting in Marathi and explained to them the 
Jea&On& on which U.e demands mode in the first two resolutions were based. - . 

-~ P..+.t<DlT 8H11A11 N..+.tU.YAir (Oudh, No. 652 on U.e list) in seconding the resolution 
eddr~ ~e aaaembly in Urdu. 

The 'r~olution was put ~ the vota and carried unanimoual;r. 

· P..+.tcnlT :M.umr :Mouu MALAVIYA (Allahabad, No. 655 on the lis~) :-:Mr. Chairman, 
Ladie8 and Gentlemen,-The duty that has been alloHed ~me ia ~ propoae the ~ird reeolu• 
tion which rune thus : " That this tlongreu rojoicea thmt the Royal Oommiuion on Indian 
Expenditure was please•l ~ decide ~ admit the publio ~ ita proceedings and further 
deairea ~ express iti gratafal acknowledgments for u,., opporronity afl'orded by the 

·Honorable Commission ~ representative Indian wimeaeee ~ ataw fally the ease on behalf 
. of India. . _With regard to the 3 divisions of the reference the Congt088 deaires moat 
respectfullly ~ submit the. following prayers for the favourable ooneideration of U.e 
Honorable Commiaaion.. · 

(i) Ao regards the Machinery ~control Indian Expenditure, i~ ia prayed-(1) that 
. the non-offioial Members of the Viceroy's Council may be made more directly 

representative of the Indian people, and that they may have the right to move 
amendments and divide the Council upon the provisions of the Budget ; (2) that 
a sufficient n1llQ.ber of repreaentative Indians of i>oaition and experieace may be 
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· 1 d to the Council of the Secretary of B. tate on the recommendation· of the 

nlom:."."Me mbera of the Viceroy's and Looal Legislative Councils1 and (3) that each 
e ec""" e b • I d · · year a Select Committee of the House oi Coii\)Ilons ~ay • e _ nppom e to mqwre 
into and report UJ>On the financial condition of India ;. . · , .. -

(ii) As regards the progress of Expenditure, it iB prayed that thli Milit":y •and ot~er 
unproductive expenditure be reduced, that Inrgllr amounts be sp~t m promotmg 
the welfare and the progress of the people, and that a large_ sa~mg and a more 
efficient administration may be obtained by the· substitution, us fur as practicable, 
of Indisn for E~rJpean agency in the higher gr~des of the pu~lic service ; and 

(iii) As regards apportionment ~f'char~, it~ pray.ed.thnt the_ !~rial Treasury ma! 
beor a fair proportion of all expendtture tn whtch the common tnt!'rests of_ Indta 

. and the rest of the Empire are involved ; and especially that the expenses of the 
present war beyond the frontier may be largoly 'borne by the Imperial Exchequer.·" 
Lastly, that it be an instruction to the President to submit n copy of *his Resolu
tion under his own signature to the Qhairman of the Royal Commission with the 
}east practicable delay." · ·. 

Gentlemen, my task is easy. Every one of you who has either attended previous Con· 
grosses or who has stn_died C'!ngress literature must .be aware that. this resolution only 
crystalises tho opinions which have been repeatedly expressed at previous Congresses. · Go 
through the reports of the Congresses of earlier years and you will find that almost every 
one of these p~positions has been discussed at full length nt previous- sittings. Besides, 
the arguments necessary to support the prayers hav;e been lately put forward 80 admirably 
and so fully by our honored frien~, who 1\ppeared before .the, Royal Commission to give 
evidence on behalf of the Indi-an people, that ihvould be-taking up your ,time unnecessarily 
\Vere I to go into the•e reasons and explain those argunienls. Gentlemen, you will perceive~ 
that, so far as the first prayer is con\)&rned, regardingJhe-machinery0of control of Indian. 
expenditure, at the very first sitting of Con~-question was disimssed and there we 

. desired the abolition of the Co~ Secretary of State and asked for the appoint, 
_ men,t of a SJon4U.~mrtte'e of tlte House of Com\IIODB to control tJ:.e expenditure of 

Iiinl8 in a better way than had been dons. If to-day you are· asked by this Congress to 
pass this resolution, it is only to put brieBy in. the form of a relie.f added to a complaint or 
petition~ the case that you want th~ Commissio.n to consider and also to put the stamp of 
your approval and to give your further support to all these reso!dlions whiCh are scattered 
over the Congress reports of previoae years, I hope that the fact of this resolution being 
passed by Congress to-day will further strengthen the hands of those honorable members 
of the Commission who. are inclined-and I hope all of them o,re so inolined-..,to grant some 
eoncession, to recommend some measure of relief, in equity and justice, to the people of 
India, in the m•lter of expenditure. (Cheers.) It will make it clear t~ th~m that the. con· 
gross representing the .diverse pr.>viuoes of India, representing at the least, to satWy the 
m(\st difficult mind, the most educated community of India; that.lhis Oorigress su1>ports 
tltisprayer in the bast way it can. And if they want further-to satisfy themselves of tlte 
eonstitution of the Congress, only in order that they may be better able _to judge . of the 
weight they should attach to these resolutions, let them look at the list of Delegates who 
have attended previous Congresses, and I am sure they will be satisfied that there .is 'no J2rOo 
vince of India in which the very best po••lion of the eduooted. community has .not most 
strongly supported this resolution. (Cheers.) It is hardly necessary for me to detnin yo11 
Tory long, but with your permission I will brieBy say a few ·words before I resume my 
ll<lat; You will admit that it is indisputable thd the machinery io control Indian expen• 
aiture is at the best very defective and works very feebly 80 far aa the interests of India 
are con~rned. You know, gentlemen, that there is ·n clash of interests to a great extent. 
The IndlBn people are not represented in the Oouncils, either Execut!"e or. LegislaliYe• 

• 
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in the manner In which the British people are represented in the Parliament of England, 
so that they may have a voice in directing or controlling expenditure. The people who do 
form the Executive COuncil, tlijl active portion of il are persons who are not the payere of 
taxee to use the words orthe late Mr. Bright, but persons who are the spendors of the 
taxes,..:;..both' membsni of the Civil Service and of the Mililsry Service. I do not mean to 
insinuate tb:at they are reckless, that they are regardless of the interests of India. 
But when the question: comes· to l>e thai. they have to ·spend the money towards 
which they contribute but 'little, there is not the same anxiollS consideration shown 
as to how and when the money shall be found; as it would undoubtedly bs if the money 
was largely to come out of their own pocketS. There is ;f11rther this difficulty thai. tho 
Honse of Commons in England though nominally all powerful are practically powerless 
against them. : Representations .made agaiost Goverllment have failed in the past, have 
had very little e!Feot. There is another instance which shows that the maohiliet•y is very 
feeble ·and is not euflioient to protect Indian interest&. When you have other interests, 
which might bs called the interests of the capitalists in England, yon find that contracts 
have bsen entered into between companiaa for working this line or that line which has bsen 
pro'l'lld to have been nnderlsken without due regard to the interests of India. In all this yon 
will find that the machinery of control is very de!eotive, and -}on have had lately a painful 
instance to support that view •• Looking to the civil side of il only a few years ago you had an 
expenditure of a crore and a half of rupees added to the expenditure of lhe country in the 
way of exchange compensation allowance to the highly paid Civil Service of India. Geli· 
tlemen, ~it possible that a proposal involving such a huge expenditure, at a time when ths 
liountry could le .. t bsar it, could have beeu rushed through and carried out by the execu· 
tive Government of any cou~ti-y in which the expenditure was properly controlled r And 
is there a single man who can deny that it was an act of great injustice to ~he people of 
India f · With regard to the. militorj side of the question, my esteemed friends, who bava 
preceded me, have shown to you how burden after burden bas been heaped upon the back of 
'the -poor Indian ryot-heaped Mthciut the leasti justifiootion-by J!urma being annexed to 
to the Indian Empire, and by war being undertaken on th~ Afghan frontier,-tbe whole of 
this expenditure being Ioid upon the baak of that poor Indian ryot. We protested in the 
ett·ongest manner we could, d the very first Congress, a8 Mr. Wacha could say. We asked' 
that if Bqrma should bs 11nnexed,"England should deft•ay the cost, and that Burma should 
bs constituted iL crown colony. But our vofce waa like the voice of one crying in the wil· 
i!erness. And eighteen croraa ·more were taken out of our revenues to meet the expensos 
of Upper Burma !I Then again, gentlemen, look at these frontier wars. These have been 
undertaken in the past and are bsing continued in the pr~sent wiLhout a due regard for 
Indian interests. On that point, however, I need not detaiii you longer;. because we must 
be thankful fhat some of the great stateam~n of the Liberal party in England have a""t last 
awakened to the ·seriousness of the situation, their liberal consciences have ·been 'Btirred up, 
and I hope th&ywill no~ rost satisfied unlit' they ~btain·a reversal of that policy, which en· 
tells so much unnecessary expanditure on India and which baa fearfully ombarrassea'tbe 
finances of this poor country. '(Cheers.) Gentlemen, how is it that all this is going on under 
tho otherwise generally ·speaking excellent administration of Great Britain r How ia it 
that the money is so easily obtained r · U a vote had to be obtained in tho House of Com· . 
mons for the borrowing or a orore. of rupaes there would be a discassion and a division in 
the House and the Ministers would have to give cogent re.Sons why the borrowing was 
necessary. Here the Government of India and the Secretary of State might decide at 
any moment to launch a loan of four or five orores of rupees. The borrowers find it easy 
enough to be extravagant. Those who have to find the money to save t~e money out of 
t.heir own real income find it hard to spend more th~ their means jllStify. And ao it ia 
that the facility of borrowing and the ab1olute absence, I might say practically epaaking, 
of any check upon the borrowing tendency of ~he Gonrnment ol India which is sometimes 
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suppoeed to be a matter of congratulation, but .in tli.ia instance hap~ns to be somewhat of 

1 curse-I aay that the faet1ity with which the Governmenf of lnd1a can borrow and the 
absence of any check have led them to JDultiply our nau~nal ~ebt ever so la~ge th_"t ~ow we 
nand indebted to over hundred crore& Genllem,en, · if· there we., a dtsCIIJ!aJon m the 
Council and we were permitted to question whether this loan waa . nece88"ry"Or whether 
some of these things should not be -put oft' for some time and whether• the expen" 
ditnre should not be curtailed in eome other way, perups the. neeessity of borrowing 
would not be so great u it seems to be to the. Government of India at present 
and perhaps the debt of India would not have multi~Iied ao fast as it has in 
tho past. Now coming to the civil aspeot of the queatJon, genllemen, I h"ve already 
referred to the exchange compensation allowance; I have· already referred to the' growth 
in military expenditure, and when yon look at the toW figure you find that it haa beea 
growing enormously. But haa there been a proportionate incre~ in t!'~ capacity.of the • 
people to bear an increaaed tax .. tion t Has there been a . proporttonate tnoreaae 10 . the 
national inaome of the people of India f I wish there had been. I! there had been a pro-· 
portionate increaae in me tax-paying capability of the people of India, no one would have 
rejoiced more tUn onraelvea to find th"t it waa so and no one would have been more glad 
tUn the Congress people "nd the people of India generally to contribute whatever waa 
necessary to carry out the administration of the country ill the most efficient manner.· 
'Cheel'B.) Unfortunately, gentlemen> while our taxation has been multiplying by leaps 
and bounds, while our debt hu been growing enormously, there has not been that increaae 
{n the national income which we might have expected under the rnle of Great Britain.· 
Coming then, genllemen, to the proposals put forward to supply a check, what are they f 
Are they reaaonable f Or would they umper the Government in carrying on the adminis.
tration of the country r I ask our strongest opponent, if there be any in this hall, to give· 
this matter the oloaeat consideration and to· consider for himaelf, to ask his conscience 
whether the proposals thl>t we put forward are not Dloderation and reasolll\bleness them> 
1181ves. What do we say.r · We sey "Dlske the Dlembers of 4he Connoil of the Viceroy of· · 
India more directly representative of the Indian people." Just now you nominate· them· 
after lhey have undergone a very dilnte<l process of election by a very small number of the 
~~tembera, of certain Board& We say "Dlake them more directly repreaentative "-.we do· 
not put forward any scheme-" in the beat way yon think proper). but do make them more· 
representative," Yon have theJD there, yon must have theDl there, now that the -A~t has· 
\leen Pasaed• We only ask that they should haVIl a better claim to speak in· the name of 
the Indian people and thl>l the people may h~ve DlOre confidence in them than they can now 
have unde_r preaent circumstances by asking them to Dl&ke them DlOre directly repreaenta.o 
~ve of the people. Suppose thit proposal is carried out, would the Government be ham
l'Gred in carrying on i*' work f The official majotity will always be strong in the Oouncil • 
Governme\lt having the ollioisl majority will be able to carry ont every proposal that ;i 
thinks it mUlit in the in teres~ of the Empire. ·And all that we would be entitled to do is 
to vote and to divide the CounciL What would be the result, gentlemen, think for 11 
moment, when Government know that these members 'of the Council have power to' divide 
.,.a discuss and vote in that fashion. All unsound proposals, at any rate. all proposals the 
soundness of which and the necessity for which will not be anpremely clear would be k pt 
\lack by the Government of India. Those only would be brought forward, ~ a rnle, ape~ .. 
ing generally,-so~J~e at leasl of thoae proposals that are so easily put forward and· rushed 
forward, will not be rushed forward so easily and the Government will keep them ·back
~oae only will be brought forward that mus~ be carried. They will undoubtedly be "ed 
if ~~ Govem_mtnt d~id? tha: they Dlust be carried because they will bave the ~~:is! 
mBJOrJty : bot m the maJority of _mst..noee the fact that the additional eleoted Dlembers of 
Council have recorded a vote agp1nst \hem have entered their protest and have divided ·the 
C9\lll9il woll\d ~eroiee- verr ealutllrT che~ on the Govel'llll\ent· of I!ldia (c!leers), llll!l 
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would be very ef!'ective as a control, -Then, gentlemen, what do we ask T Next we ask, that 
a sufficient number of representative Indiana of position and experienoo may be appointed 
1o the Council of the Secretary of State. You remember that times without number we 
-asked fot: the abolition of that Council, we asked "if you don't abolioh it, improve it, either 
'end it or mend it." If you don't end it, pray mend it. As it stands it does so very litUe 
good, and I am aorrJ to say, 88 we_ beli<>Ve, does us a lot of mischief. We ought to l1ave one 
o~ _two or more repre.entative Indians, men like our esleemed friend Mr. W. C. Donnerjee 

_. (cheersJ and Mr. Dadahhoi Naoroji (loud and continued applause) who command the con
fi.denoo of tho enti•e people of India and whose presenoo there will be a guaranlee that the 

_Indian side of the question will be foirly and fully placed before the Council before it decides 
1o take any definite action •. It cannot be said that we cannot supply men who oan usefully 
serve on the Council when I have given yon these two instances. Then we suggest that a 
Committee of the Houae of Commons may be appoinled; You can understand the import. 
.imce of sncih a proposal. The report of such a Committee to the Houae of Commons will 
oarry great weight in any reoomJDendations that it may make, and the members. of the 
House of Commons who oannot, as matiere stand, give that atlention and inlerest to Indian 
questions which our real weUare demands they should, will certainly be able to look at 
the report of the Select Committee and all the salient poinia will be eaoily and efl'eotively 
disoussed_ in_ Parliament_ to the great good of India and England too. Gentlemen, 88 

regards t)le p,rogress of expenditure, one thing that we recommend is that the unproductive 
expenditure shoul<l be reduced. Need I say anything to support that view t Who will 
so.y that such unproductive expenditure should be uarried on, as it hao been carried on in 
ihe p11Bt, while a reform of such urgency which would leed to the well-being of tho people, 
-as the separation Qf the executive and judicial functions or a reform of even greator emer
gency tho.il that, vu., the education of the poor ·of the oountry, is negleoted and ignored 
practically.- Consideri11g the amount that is spent on frontier polioy and. on other matlera, 
the amount spent on education is but a trifle. Who would say_ that the Government of 
India should not divert its attention to this question and spend more JDoney upon ibis 

· than-it has done in the past T We say that a larger saving and more efficient administrA
tion may be obtained by the substitution of Indian for European agenoy in the higher 
grades of the publio service.- Gentlemen, I do not know that I need dwell at great lenglh 
npon the subj,ot, but there are a few points conneotsd with it wbioh I beg of you to allow 

·me :to place before you. We have been so long under British rule. No honesr"'Indian 
who has not lost his head can fail to recognise and freely aoknowledge the great bleaainga 
that we have enjoyed, do enjoy under British rule. (Cheers.) But at the same time the 

-ednuation, that the British people themselves have imparted to us, and for which we feel 
than,kful and for which they need not feolaorry.:...that same ·education has enabled us tO 
understand many queslions. The Government have lifted UB to a certain level, but some 
people want to keep us hanging in the air. So we say to Government let us go up. Some 

_- Anglo-Indians wish that we shouJd go down. But the English prinoipleo or constitutional 
·Government ~too strong to permit of that courae being followed. We say 11 pull us up 
a little bit and we shall be more thankful and more loyal.'' Now what do we find f In 
theae .:Oattel'l! of aervioo you find that during th- many years numeroua proof•, which 

:can be aeen in any direction that any man might throw hi• eyea upon, have bOOn afl'ordecl 
'ol the loyalty, the deep-o.biding loyalty, 'both of the princeo and the people of India. 
~(Cheers.) The Government. are fully satisfied that the native army is loyal. Let na 
b~gin with that. Government have bed a splendid proof of the loyalty of tbe brave Sikhs 

·and of other soldiers that have been fighting on the frontier. 'The Government ancl the 
whole "English-epeaking world, the civilised world which has read accountl of the ~alorona 
deeds of the twenty.ae\'f'Jl Sikhs who died at Sheergon (cheers), have generouely and justly 

· given the due meiiSure of praise to the valorous Sikhs and other aoldiera who have fought 
'and died there fOr the glory of. tha Braish Crown. Now, gentlemen,· we are happy to 
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know th~t thei'Et is a universal feeling amongst Anglo-Indians and Indians also that. the 
me;,ory of these d~eds should be properly perpetunte<\. · I do not think that there can ~~ 
any better course adopted to do that than to recognise that henceforward these .restrlc;
tions which prevent Indians of merit in the army from rising to the. topmos~ ladder of ~e 
service shall be no more ; let it be remembered that these twenty-seven· S1khs who ~·•1 
at Sheergon have with their blood sealed the dooin of that policy which prevents In~~ans 
who have served their sovereign and their country right loyally and vJorously from riSmg; 
as European members of the service do r~e, to tho higher grades of the military service~ 
(Cheen.) I am sure that any other recognition or reward of that merit, pardon me for 
saying so, becomes trilling so long as this has not been done. Gentlemen, that much f~ 
the native army. I must.now be brief, for I ·have already trespassed a good deal npo~ 
your attention. Gentlemen, coming now to the Oivil Services: In the Civil Service of the 
country you find that a great hulk. <1f the work, the most important work,. is carried o~ 
by Indian .Agency. Government trast us with aU that. It is only at 'the head of .~e 
district, it is only at· the head of an executive body, that they insist upon .having .~ 
European member in most instances. We say "is not the century of English rule during 
.which you have entrusted us with your secrets,. during which we have helped· ·yon ·t<? 
carry on the administration of the country to our good and to your glo1·y, enough to 
satisfy you of the fidelity and trustworthiness of the natives who have received education. 
and whom you have appointed to t.hese services." If t.his is not so, then I say it is a very 
sad commentary upon the English rule in :Eudia. I clo.im it has been so, "it is proved 
.beyond a shadow of doubt that Indians to whatever posts they have beaD, appointed, 
whether as High Court Judges or as Commissioners of Divisions or as Collectors of Districts 
'or hulding any other responsible situntions, have been true to their salt and sovereign, they 
have acted as gentlemen of education and position aa any European, gentlemen-of eduCO:
tion and position would have acted under such .circumstances. Where then is the justifica
tion, where then is the excuse for keeping nj> this state of thingsY Why not permij 
Indians mo1·e f1·eely to join the service and to rise to the top, if tb,ey show ·the necessary 
merit and qualification for it. The result would be largely to the good of In<lia and 
greatly to your glory. ·There would be a great_ saving eft'ectecl in the administration of 
the country. So well informed a writer as Sir William Hunter has said that the interests 
of the administration demand now a larger substitution of the Indian element for the 
European. The money is not forthcoming, yon have exhausted the r~sonrces· of the conn
, try and if you go on payiog for the services of European members of the service at the 
.. high rate you do and if yon go on multiplying their number and ·thereby multiply the 
liability fer exchange compensation, you will find that you will become bankrupt one day 
if you are not already far from it. Therefore people have suggested wisely that yon shouid 
substitute a larger Indian element in the administration of the Empire. I need not dwell 
npon the other branches of administration. But is it at all becoming to the high 
civilisation of Great Britain, is it at all befitting, is it at all compatible with, the imlighten• 
. ed Government whieh has oblo.ined for centuries in Great Britain, that tbe British, Govern
. mont should have to be told I_<> take a leaf out of the pages of the great Mogul . E.;pero~, 
.to find a parallel for these thmgs Y Is it necessary for us to tell them that under the rule 
of .Akbar.\I"Todar • Mall was appointed Finance Minister and 11 Birbal was nppointe'd 

, ~vern~r r . U these things happened in the days of Akbar, why should not they happ~ 
m the t1me of a far greater sovereign than .Akbar-the great. Queen-Empress of. India ,r 
Well, gentlemen, I must c!ose now. The third portion of the resolution is th~t whieh 
relates to the apportion~ent of charges. About that I need not say· much ; becaas'e 
several Members of Parhament and otl!e~ in11uential men in England, have alrerrdy eli
pressed the opinion that military and other eharges should be borne p~tly by India ancl 
Pa~Y by ~ngland. Let me l!8k yon one question.. 'lVhat prevents all these ;,.forms fro:n 

, bemg oarr1,ed out r ~ say tao dem<?n of distrust. I say lay h4n low, . we ask <lur rule~ 



.. 
io do it. You will lind that the weaPon forCed by the gentle ~and ol the Government 
and.noble .Queen. of England, forced 40 jears _ago when she wrote out (\,at Proclematio~· 
.upotr which we take pqr ste.nd-the weapon is gentle and it will certainly destroy that 

· -demop. .of distrust, it ,you will only carry out the policy that was inaugurated by tho Queen 
-()f England in the ·year 1858; · If you honestly" give effect, to these pledges which Hot 
¥ajesty gave us after the Mutiny, I am lltll'8 all .this distress will give way and you .will 
"lind the rulers will be able to repose greater trust in the people. Trust will beget trust 
·-which will add to the affection of -the people and will add gonerally to the happiness 

·-and prosper_ity of the inhabitants of the empi;e; and the glory to England will be great. 
E!!gland has begun witll trustios the people ; it began to trust us when it began to 
-educate :Us, and now having trusted us. for suoh a long time, having placed noarly throe'· 

. :fourthe ~ the civil administration in our .h~nde, having appointed us so largely ~0 tho 
.ar!D:f ; . soling upon that t1'USI which has never yo~ been betrayed and whioh never shall 
'be betrayed,.does it boCQJDe England now to ponder and say that it is not proper to employ 
. bdians in the higher rapks of the service f .Do away with distrusl . Act upon the 
•principles laid down by the Queen, and you· will find that these principles will load to 
·.great prosperity of the people, the curtailment of expenditure and to the enlistment of 
Indians in the higher grades a,;_d the streaui of mutual good-will among the people and 
among tho ralers and the ruled willllow more to the greater happiness of both and will 
~ead to all those feelings of di,strqst, sometimes of desperation boing done awny with, 
which just now hamper . the honda of Government and so much hom per the educoted 
J:ndians.·,. (Loud and oo~tinued applause.) · · 

-. 'BA.ilu HrRENna'.. NATa DuTr (Bengal, No. 671 on the list) :-Ladies and GenUomen,
. I have much 1>leasure in seconding the third resolution which has boen commended to your 
-accepta'!ce in such an eloquent speech by Pan~it ~adall' Mohun Malaviya. You will 
find: that the resolution. makes reference to tho Royal Commission on. Indian expenditure. 

:You know, genUe'!"en, that our experience of c~~missiona in the past has not been • very 
·pleaanll.t one, for the most part these Commissions liove ended . in smoke or at m"ost thoy 
,hav~ laboured and brought forth n mouse, so thnt we are led to believe thnt what the lata 
Lord Beaconsfield said about Commissions is true, vi•., that when there is a publio clamour 

·about nny question, appoint· a Royal Commission to silence it (laughter), as if to aay thot" if 
:cerberus is howling throw a sop to him and the cla..;.our will be silenced. But in tho 

. ·present case we are led to hope that substantial good will r~sult f•·om the lnbours of tlio 
·present Royal Commission. You know Mr. Caine, who is one of the members of this . . . 
Commission, when he came out to India and attended the last session of the Congress, 

,assl!red us that the labours of the present Commission would show a result. in the aovlng llf 
a crore and a half to Indian revenue, nod only the other· day the Right Hon'ble l\Ir. Leonard 

;Courtney, hi,;.self a member of the Royal Co~missiou, speaking to hi• constituents, said; 
:,•.n was·nc) fnlse anticipation to say that they (referring to the Royal Commission) would 
'-oonfirm the belief that India was an extremely pOOl'· country and the difficulty of raising 
;revenue to meet the Gl<penditure was.one pressing alwnys upon the Indian Gove1·nment arid 
•.at the present time pre_ssing more seriously than ever.'' So that, here i• an important 
4ldmiseion,:and I am led to believe thnt it hill! been extorted by the convincing case thnt our 

_ ci.rll,llt!.~ representatives ,;.e~e .able to make out on. behalf of India, when giving evidence 
··before the Royal Commis.Uon. (Cheers.) Coming now Ia the resolution itself, you will 
·ii;;:d that i~ is divided into three heads. The fir.t has reference to tho machinery to control 
"ID,diD.n expenditure, the second to the progress. of es:penditure and the third to the 
"apportiomnent of cliorges between India and England. .So far as the third bend is 
·~noerned, I do not think I n~ say one '!Ord about it becnuse it has· been exhaustively 
·.deJ!lt with by the .previollS speakers. As to the first-I mean the. machinery controlling 

Indian expenditure-! think I JDJJ.Y ·safely say that there is no efrective means of oontrol 
J 
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at tho present momep.~ There is, of course, the ~oiJ!inal control.of -th~British' Hoilse of 
Parliament, but you know lhallhe Indinn.budget is, as a rule, diScussed at the J..g_ el!_d ol 
the session-and then before empty benches. Then there is the Bect"etary of Stale lliid his 
Council, a Council made up for the. inost part_ of retired Anglo-Indians with . their preju· 
dices against the Indians, so 'that the f!eor:tary of Stale and hi's Council generally say 
dittO to all that the Government out here does and sanctions. Then you have the Viceroy 
himself and the heads of the .departments; but even m this instance I will quote for your 
information whllt ll late FinllDce Minister, Sir Auckland: Colvin, said when giving evidence 
·before the Roylll Commission. He says that .the Government of India do not poy sufficient 
.attention to what may be the finllDcial results of the measures they adopt; So here you 
have an explicit statement by a late FillllDce_ Minister that the Government 'of India_ ihelf 

. is helpless to control the expenditure of _;Indian revenue~ · The t .. ot is that there is this 
. military clique which roles Ill Simla and that it is their . voice which is predomill~nt. 
Whot we propose in the resolution is that certain reforms should be carried out in. this 

, respect which would ensuri. sufficient control being exercised over the Indian expenditure. 
In the first place we say_ thnl the non-official members of Co>incil may be made more 
directly representative and that they should h~ve the right to move amendments. and 

,divide the Council .. You know, gentlemen, that at the present moment the discussion in 
Council, especially with regllrd to tqe budget, is more 'or less ·of .an academic nature; it 
resnlts in no subst .. ntial good either to IndillD people or to the Government itself, so what 
we propose in the resolution iS that honorable members shoUld have the right to move 
amendments llDd divide the Council upon .the pr~vislo~ of tho budget. The good that 
would result from this prop'osal being carried out would be this : that whereas so far 
as the Government is concerned it would have its standing majority and that would 
serve as a sure expedient against its being defeated opon any· of. its measures, so far 
_as the people llre concerned you 'Yould have the focussing of the Indian opinion 

. upon particular items of eXJ>enditure, SO thai in fubJ.re when such expenditure is again 
incurred,. the_ Government would lie more caref;u in b~ingi~g it before 'the Cooncil • 

. ·With regard to tho second recommendation that we make,. it. is ~his : that a 
· sufficient number of representative Indians of position and experience may be nominated 
·to the Council of the Secretary of Stat. on the recommendation of the elected mem:bers of 
'the Viceroy's ~egislati~e Cooncil. Yon know that the present Secretary of State; when 
lately interpellated in .Parliament on this matter, admitted that this was a desiral,>le 

~ roosummatioo and that he was prepared to gi~~ effect to it,' ·but that · th~re wai!. a great 
dearth of representatives to serve on the Indio. Council. We say th~t that 'is not true. 
The eloquent mover of ·the resolution pointed ·tq two names which you i:e~ived with 

· acclamation, and which showed that in your opinion as ln my ·~pinion there ar!l ~xperiencecl 
representative Indians who may very well represent os on the Indian .CoonciL Beside~ 
these gentlemen that ~ave ·been named, there is Mr. Romesh Ch~der D~tt, a retired 

. Commissioner, now r~siding ill England,. So" that by giving 8 place to representative 

. Indians the Secretary of State would be able to ascertain at first hand the native ·opinion 
on any_ particular topic and would bo able to benefit by it. Thirdly, we ask that in each 
year a Seleot CommHtee of the House of Commons may be appoin~d to ~nquire into and 
report upon the finaooial condition of India, It has be~n said that l'arli~meni is a 
dollf· and dumb god but our faith in Parliall!l>ot is great, and we believe. that if a 
. Select Committee be appointed it would serve our purpose of ell'eotually oont~olling 
Indian finances. With these wo-'- •1 1 • ..., gen. emen, commend ihe reBolotion· to your 
acceptance. (Cheel'L) · 
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Mx. A. c.l'ARATBAS.>BATHY N.ctDU (Madras, No. 11 on the list) :-Mr. President, Seoond Day. 
Drother Delegatee,, Ladies and . Gentlemen,-The resolution I am asked to support ia !leoal;n ur. 
a resolution ol. ·zesolulions. lt ia a11 emb!Jiijment of more &hao one resolution. which Boyal CommlaaiOII 
oug!>t to nave· been deal~ with S<lparately~ :Perhaps for pressure of lime all &he three · -011 :.'M~~ Ex· 
]lave been merged .into one, and in endeavouring to support it, one ia required to oonserve 
all his energy to bring his arguments tO, bear upon all &he three itema involved in it. lll:;,!.~~:.tv114" 
lshall therefore, ladies cmd gentlemen, proeee~ to 811pport it, in I! manner &hat I may NAtou. 
oover the r.eso~ution fully cwilhin · &he shof~ .time at my disposaL There is an old adage 
which Bllys,' where &here is a fault &here ia a hal&.' That our .rulera ahould lhut their 
. 4oot•s ogainst &bose wishing to hove on insight into &heir doings auggesls' the question : 
~·e &hey louHy in &heir deeds f :Presumption says &hat a Government ruling with &word 

· &1J.d scales ol. justice is faultless. Then; the question-why do they in certain oases 
·. ~ry k ooU:dnot &heir prooeedingo in ~losed chambera, disallowing &he. publio from taking 
part in·. their deliberations-is naturally suggested. :Perhaps &hey have taken o peculiar 
,fancy for·&he·purda-nashi~ system. (Laughter.) Since they hove thrown away their veil, 
_perhaps Jlnder . the W&l'D\th of the press p~urings, we must, according to &his resolution, 
,thank our ~ers. The fact of &heir allowing indion witnesses, pay their fore to and fro, 
and. give &hem a supply. of warm clothing, is really worthy of our &hanks, and while &honk· 
_ing let us hop~ &hot the result of &he \leliberalions of the Royal CommissioDo ahall enlid 
the warmth of •&he Commissioners 1111 readily as ~he supply of warm clothing agoiost the 

. AX>ld of England. In all such Oommisaiona all along ol!icial opinion prevailed and ·&he 
· concessions granted, namely,_ enrolling our honoured leadore like Mr. Dadabhai Naoroji 

and others as ptembers of the Commission and inviting lndiao witnesess to give ~heir 
evidence ·are not llnworthy of our. ~hanks. We, &he people of Indio, ore ~raditionolly 

. :known os a loyal and grateful na~ion. For &he smallest fovaur shown to us, we are wont 
·,to ahow our gratefulness, and therefore for 11uch a Iorge favour we sholl, as in duty bollnd, 
ever feel grateful Forward policy· or frontier war is justified by our rulers with the 

· excuse &hat it is for our aafe~y. Tho~ it is not needs no demonstration. By waging wor 
-agoinst &he tribes, innocent ond ignoront tribes, our rulera incur their displeasure. They 
are a close of failhful men and once their enmity is incurred, our safety will be endooger
ed, ·rather than .instu•ed, , Therefore _it is jmpolitio to bunt after .the tribesmen of &he 
fronlie~. KeepiJlg ~hel1l.llndl!l' subjugation and oonserving a large force on &he frontier 
·are considered_ necessary to prevent !l1l aggrtlllsion on India by a foreign lljltion. I would 
:suggest .&he . .desirability pf avoiding .these prec•utions, to allow &he RussiaiUI to pounce 
npon India, &hen qur OongreSll Vol\lnteers :and our :I'olimkhana Vustade with ~heir lattie, 
will ~urn Ollr".imeoiies. by ~he4' masterly dexterous handling, withou~ &he need for 

; ·MarfuU rilles.· (Cheers.)· Why r Row <lid Arjuna or Bhima wage wa.r f The former with 
his bow and ari'OWS ~Dhamuhya) and Jhe: latter with hia Gt«<~J (club) achieved aucoess _ 
-~tgainst &he overwhelming for.ces. of &he. <Kurus.· Therefore; gentlemen, it is oleor thot 
.the m6ney .spe'!_t on wars. J. a_ 1J'tlllte, .The .items of forward policy •well to such an 
.extent that many ~useful items. in. the l>udget are <lroppejl for want o.f funds, which become 
;ellla& for _was~ purpose~. ... The pJaims pf educational advancement such as technicel, 
oommercial, and industrial are lost sight of. Jopon, for instance, geta her sons trained 

· ,;u,. Belgium and ci&her"Europeao eminiries,· 11nd derives great benefit therefrom, not to 
'any ahe iti'far more adv1111ced w.· arts and indllSiries· &han India. What is wasted in · 
· wars if spent in &he establishment of such schools, and if our oountrymen arc troioed 
similarly,.our oountry may boas& nf being the producer of best cotton ·and hides. Now 
all on~ -cotton and .hides are exported ~o. foreign countries, and when .imported &hey 
assume new names, as Yilovrr.le• Ohumlu1a and Seemai Cl.eeti.. T!'e curtailment of war 
~xl'enses and &he !lrofli11g largely il!to publiQ service of notive tale~?-I which has nbun
.dantly provea io be not a whit inferior~ will leave a lorge surplus. As to the ~pportion-

. ,p10ni_of charges,~~ U_~lu!•~.r_neoessary &hat England ahould bearalnrge 
l2 . . -

-~ 
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share. Though Burma Wll8 conquered, it is being utilisecl for tire benefit cif 'English
men, for, they are largely drafted into that country. ancl they are the people that 
are benefitted by the Burman annexation. An4 yet, Ind1a should be called upon to pBy 
for Burma is really unjust. As to the Viceroy's Council members .being more repre
sentative, I have to state that, at present, the nominatecl: officials are classed as non
officials 88 well 88 the elected, and consequently the eleoted-really-non-ollicials-are placed 
under a great disadvantage in returning a proper representative to the Viceroy's Council. 
And the position of such returned representatives is really not enviable. In discnesing 
the budget they have no voice to move amendments on the budget allotments. I 
would rather adovcate the abolition of the State Secretary's Council. But, as such a time 
is not neor, it is necesBBry thot experienced and respected gentleDl.en of India should sit 
in the Council of the Secretary of State. When I say respectable gentlemen, pray do 
not understond me to mean gentlemen like :Mr. Bhowuaghree. (Hisses.) Regarding the 
necessity of a Parliame~tory Commission being appointed to t•eport upon the fiscal condition 
of India, I would strongly urge its need and point out that while a Commission is appoint
ed to inquire into and report upon the financial .. condition of England, Inll.ia's financip 
condition should be left unaudited alld unreported upon is unjust. It was in vogue in the 
good old days of the John Company, and therefore 11 prayet• of the Congress for its 
renewal now is not unjnet. With these remarks, I support the resolution and commend 
it for the unnnimous acceptance of the Congress !fssembled, in view to i' being communi· 
oated with the President's signature to the Royal Commission with the least practicable 
delay. (Cheers.) 

Ma. KESIIAoa.ro Josa1 (Na,opur, No. 610 on the list) thou addressed the meeting in 
Mornthi in support of the resolutoin. 

The resolution was put to· the vote and carried unanimously • 

The President : Gentlemen, the next resolution runs thus :-'' Omnibus Resolution
That this Congress concurs with its predecessors in strongly advocatingJ 

(a) Persistent pressure by the Government of Inclia on all Provincial Adminis
trations to induce them to carry out in its integrity the excise policy enunciated 
in paragraphs 103, 104, and 105 of the Despatch published in the Gazette of India of 
March 1890, and the introduction of a sinBple system of effective local option ; (b) a 
modification of. the rules under the Arms Act so as to make them equally applicable 
to nil residents in, or visitors to, India without clistinction of creed, caste or colour; 
to ensure the liberal concession of licenses wherever wild aninoals habitually destroy 
human life, cattle or crops; and to make all licenses granted under the revised rules 
of lifelong tenure revocable ouly on proof of misuse, and valicl throughout the Pro
vincial jurisdiction in which they aro issued; (c) the establishment of :Military Colleges in 
I~d.ia, whereat natives of India, as defined by Statute, may be educatecl and trained for a 
~ili~ary ?areer. as Commissioned or Non-Commissioned Officers {according to capacity and 
qualificatiOns) m th~ Indian Army; (d) the authllrizing and stimulating 9f a mdespr~ad 
system of volunteermg, such as obtains in Great Britain amon.,st the people of Indll ; 
(•) the discontinuance of the grant of exchange compensa;ion all;wan;,. to the non-domiciled 
·European and Eurasian employ~s of Government.; (f) the e.bolition of the Council of the 
~ore~ of State for India: (g) the establishment of the High Court of Judicature ill 
we PunJab. . . . · 

And this Congress cone • 'th • · . . · 
. • urnng WI tis predecessors, records }ts protests :-

.(a) Agomst the scheme of reorganisation of the Educational Service which has 
reoetved the- sanctio f th s · f 
India •~ n ° e . ecretary of State, as being calculated. to exclude nat1ves 0 

Ed ' •. enBethose who hove been educated in England from the superior grade of the 
UOB•IOn rvice to h' h th ' · · · • 

being "In fature .w IC ey have ~itherto }leen admitted, (the words of the Resolution 
natives of India who are desirous of entering the Education Department 
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will usual~ be nppointed in India and to the Provincial Servic~ ") advocating that the 
scheme ma'y be so recad os to alford facilities for the ndmission of Indinn graduates to 
the superior grnde of the Educational Servioe. ' 

(~) Against the present rate of the Salt Tax, which produces grent hardship to tho 
poorest cl!IBses of the country, a hardship which renders it incumbent upon the Government 
to take _the earliest opportunity to restore the duly to its level of 1888. • 

(e) Against the disabilities imposed on Indian settlers in South Africa, and tho 
invidio.us and humiliating distinctions made between them and European settlers, 
app~ahng to Her Majesty's Government and the Government of India to guard the interests 
of Indian settlers and to relieve them of the disabilities to which they are subjected. 

(a) Against the retrograde policy .of the Government of India in nominating o, 
gentleman for the . Central Provinces to tho Snpreme Legislntive Council without asking 
local bodies to make recommendntions for such nominntion, enlertnining th~ earnest hopa 
thnt Government will be pleased to take enrly stops to give to the Centrnl Provinces tho 
snme kind of representation that it has already granted to Bengal, Madras, Bombay nnd 
the North-Western Provinces; 

And. this Congress, also concurring with its predecessors, cxprcS.es its firm conviction :

(a) Thntin the interests of the public tho Medical Scienca and tho P1·o£cssion, as 
also in tho cause of economic administration, (1) there should be only one Mediea\1\Jilitnry 
Service with two branches, one for the European Army and one for Native troops, worked 
on identical lines ; (2) the Civil Medical Service of the country should be reconstituted 
as a distinct and independent Medical Service, wholly detached from its present 
Military connection and recruited from the open profession of Medicine in India and 
elsewhere, with due regard to the utilization of indigenous talent, other things being 
equal~ and (3) there should be a thorough open inquiry into the status nnd clnima 
of Civil Assistant Surgeons and Hospital Assistants with a view to tho redressing of long 
standing anomalies and consequent grievnnceo. 

(b) Th3t the time hGving come when greater facilities are imperatively required for 
higher education and the proper development of the Indian intellect than what nrc at present 
offered by examinations alone, the Acto of Incorporation of the Universities of Calcutta, 
Madras and Bombay shoald be amended so as to provide for tho introduction of 
teaching functions and for a wider scope of learning so os to suit genornlly tho 
requirements of the present day. 

(c) That, having regard to the facility of intercourse between nil parts of India and 
Assam, the time has now arrived when the Inland Emigration Act I ·of 1882 as nmendecl 
by Act VII of 1893 should be repealed. 

(dj That it is. desirable that in future no Indian Prince or Chief •hou\d be deposed 
on the ground of mal-administration or misconduct until the f•ct of snch mnl-nclministrntion 
or misconduct shall have been established to the satisfaction of a pub\io Tribunal which 

·shall commnnd the confidence alike of Government and of tho Indian Prince• and Chic£.. 

(e) That, having regard to the opinion of the Jury Commission as to the success 
o£ the system of trial by jury, and also the fact that with progress of education a 
snfficient number of educated persons is available in all pnrh of the country, 
the system trial by jury shoald ba extended to districts and offences to which at present _it 
does not apply, and that the verdicts should be fi nnl. 

These resoluti~nsbnve been thoroughly discussed at tho pr!!vidus Congo·osseAs; and it 
is deemed unnecessary that proposers and seconders should put them before you formally~ 
It has been suggested that they may be placed before you from the chair. I •hall only .. k 
one Marnthi speaker to explain the gist of these proposition• to those who do not nuder
stand English and shall nfterwnrda take your votes upon th~ propositions. 

Second Day': 
Resolution IV. 

Omniba1 Ro&oi1i
tion. 

TnE PREstDB:-"1'. 
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:M& V. H. KAILUIDIKAII (Berlll', No. 98 on ijle list) then a~dresaed thQ Illlletjng ill 

¥arathi, explaining the propositiOII8 moved by thel'residen~ ;'• . :·:· .,.; ·. · .. 

·The omnibUs resolution 'was put to the vot& and e~irried:,nnari.imously.· ' 
. . . . . . . . . : ' . . . .: \ . . .. 

The President : The l!ext resolution runs !n these te1'I1!9 '"\. . ·,. · 

" That this eongress,- ooncurring. with 'previous C~1lgt"esses, again record& its deep 
regret that the labours of the Publio Service CoiiQllission. ~avil P\'~ct_ically prpve<!. • void of 
any good result to th~ p.Ople of this eountry, and repeats 1ts conv?otiQn that no satisfactory 
solution.of the quenion ie possible unless ~ft'ed is given to _the ltesolution pf the House of 
Commons of the '2nd June 1893, in favour of holding the oompetitive examinations for • the 
Indian Oivil Services, t1i1.; Civil; Medicai, Police, Engineering, Telegraph, Forest; an~ Ac
counts, both in India lind.inEnglanil.'· This Congress would once again respectfully urg& 
on Her Majesty;s Goverm;,e~t that the Resolution of the House 'of Commons fi!'ould be 
speedily carried out as an act of justiee to the I~disn ~eople ·and' ?s thE<' only adequate 
:Mfilment ofthe pledges m'ade to them." · · . '· .· ' · '. ' : · : ,·: . · · · . · 

t ' , • I : : - . ' 

This resolution has also been discussed at the previoWI' Congresses and adopted by 
them. It has !>eon deemed 11nnecessary that it· shoul<!. be placed before you -formally by a 
proposer and a seconder. J .shall accordingly p~t it to the ;vote. 

\' The resOlution was' carried 'unaninlously; ' 
. - .. . - ' - ':' ' ". 

The President : The next resoluti!>n runs as foUo'YS ;.:... ; 
. . . . 

"That this Congress, ·being of opinipn ihat the Government of Inilia l'fotifioation o~ 
25th June 1891 in· the Foreign Department gagging the Preas in Territol'ies under British 
adminis~ration in Native States, ie retrogade, arbitrary and mischievous .in its na~l'i\, and 
opposed to sound statesmanship ana to the liberty of the people; again enter~ its 8!11phatie 
protest against the same and llrges its cancellation without delay." ·· , 

I shall put _this also to the vote. 

The resolution was carried unanimously. ,. ' 

The Presi~ent : H is now 2-30 p.m., and the Congress will adjou.~Ii fo! a~ hour. 

The Congress re·llll8embled at 8-30 p.m. 

The President: Mr. Adam ·will m~ve the next r~~olutio'u. :--

·. MR. JouN Anu< (Madras, No.5 on the list) who was received :with'loud cheers, 
said :-Mr. President and Brother. Da!egate.,-The resolutioli . which 1 have :to put . before 
}'O~ is wordad as follows :-" That this Congress enters its ·emphatic· protest: against · the 
pohoy of government in provinees: where :the settlement of land revenue ie periodi.cal 
in reducing the duration of the settlement while enhancing its amount and e:xpresses its 
firm conviotioa that m: the·interests. of 1he ·COuntry· it ie absolutely necessary that the 
lad revenue in such provinces should bo permanently settled. •• . . ~-. ' ·: 

2 
· .• :. : .. 

: Now, gentlemen, Uus ill a.e~olu~on whichi~ be.;. sp~ken to· sci. oft~ ~a:~ exhaust
Ively before this Congress that it might, like some of its pr.edec;,.sors, have !!!most ~ee~ pu~ 
~m the chair without speech ;.11nd J: am sure if that had been the ·case. it ')Vlll!ld. h·a-v:e me~ 
.w•th your most hearty approbation. Jlui the resolution iS diffe~entiated to ca certait]. 
ex~nt. in ~is way t4t the evil is not what I. might call a stationary evil·but is. an evil 
,.~ch 18 geUmg worse and worse u time goes on. Yeu after year the Government in 
var

10118
. parte of the country are making their settlement operations more hanih- and moril 

ae~re, ~ey are neglecting more ana more the principles which have been laid .town for 
their gmdance by their great prE>decesacra and they are .causing the revenue clemana to 
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press more and more harshly upon the great bulk of the population. Therefore, perhopa, Second Day. 
it is necessary that some few worda at least should be uttered in eoppori of this r<lsolution . · ,. Reeolution VII, . 
so 88 to mark out its special importonce. Fortunately 88 I hllve aaid it does not require lAnd Revenue 
many words, and also fortunately for me it is not a subject which Ieoda itself to or demands Se\\loment •. 
!ery gred eloquence. It is rather a dry subject which when it oomea to be diaell88ed in a Ms. Jomr AD~ .. -speech requires for its fuR elucidation the entering into a maae of details which would be 

' quite out of place here and which very few people who have not made a special study of the 
~object are nble to understand. :But the subject is one that can be undersloocl by every· 
f>D&. Its true eloquence lies in this that it touches the hearts and the stomachs of the 
great masses of the population of this oounlry. (Hear, hear.) That is the kind of eloquence 
which is not confined to the Congress panda! but which enters into every home in the 
!'(luntry, however poor that Iiome moy be; .and nol only does it thua .peraonally affect 

. every individuel but, as we know, it is very largely responsible, if not .wholly -ponaible, 
· for the continual poverty and the eveNecurring fits . of extreme misery which 

Unfortunately affiicl this country and especially the agricallorel portion of il. In oaying 
so I am in a fortunate position. I cannot be acOl!"ed of oaying anything which ia 
chimerical or speculative or fanciful or prompted by any intent of unduly orilioising 
Government or the policy of any portion of the· administration, because I only oay what 
has been uttered and repeated in ihe mosl emphatic werda as true by until within a few 
years ago, I think, I may safely ssy, every statesman who li:wrD.ad to rule and govern the 
interests of this Empire ; and not only by those whom we may call Indian Statesmen, for 
i}reir expressions of policy have been approved, 8s we know, by the statesmen who have in 

/England been asaisting and l!".!.:g ~IL.the administration of the oountry. I can 
hardly . be accused of moking ex em tomenta, or of urging as I have oaid, what io 
chimerical or specalative, when l; am only repeiilibg tha Wllrda of men like Lord Cornwallis 
and Sir John Shore, Sir Thomao Munro and Elphinotone, Wellesley aml-6oaalngo..tQ_havo 
no more. Everyone of these great men and a host of others have over and over again-----.- _ 
in the most emphatic way repeated tp.e expreoaion of their opinion ao to the want of a 
permanent settlement being the cause of the great evils which afflicted the maaees of tho 
population, and they have over and over again declared that the only safe, the only aound, 
wise and statesman-like policy for this country is to introduce throughout the whole 
of it principles of perl!'anenoe of demand and fixity of tenure for the agricaltural 

1 population. (Cheers.) As yon know the question of permanent oettlemenl was first pr888ed 
~Lord Cornwallis and Sir· J~hn Shore, afterward& Lord Teignmo~lh. Here, I ~~to 

otter this oaution. · There w•ll be always a great deal to be said and mnch cntJcJSm 
offered as to the special details of any particular settlement, ao to what parties ought to be 
settled with, whllt the amount ought to be and whd the rulea guiding it ought to be ; 
there may be difl'erenoes of opinion, there have been differences of opinion as to theoe ; bot 
there never has been any difference of opinion that the guiding principle of all should be 
permanence : that alone it is that can give oonfidenoe to the people. I qnola you two 
sentenCf38 only of Sir John Shore, which show tha principles npon which the first real 
:British rulers of India were guided in that respect. He aaya " to rendar the value of 1 

what we· ~ssess permanent, our damanda should be fixed." That was the nrat grea~ 
pru;ciple, and he further says : " It is allowed that a considerable degree of inequality 
ia a Ieoa evil than· a very great degree ·of uncertainty." Thooe were the principles 
which he nod Lord Cornwallis carried ont. Lord Cornwallis said-I hope yon will ex01180 
me for jnst quoting one or two of his sentonoea-'' The atlantion of Government ought 
therefore to be direclad to render the asaessment npon the Ianda as little bordenaome aa 
possible; this is to be accomplished only by fixing it." With re~re~~ to t~ • Ben

1
gal 

settlement, there is a curious point to whi~h I would call your attention ...,...use 1o .. o ten. 
noed as an argument by those who are oppooed to pe~a!lent ~ettleme~L ?•Y. MY LoJd, 
Cornwallis and Sir John Shore were themselves at vanance upon oertaill pomto Ill oonneo- / 

11 

'"' ' .. 

/ 

• 
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tion with the settlement nnd that argument is used for the purpose. of leading those who 
do not know anything about the real focu to believe that there was some dift"erenoe of 
opinion between them as to whether settlement should be permanent or not. .• But the foci 
was this : that the cause which led Sir .John Shore to dift"er, to some extent, from Lord 
Cornwallis was only in respect to this, namely, as to the time at which nnd the-circumatances 
under which the settlement shonld be made permanent, nnd the reason was thiS>· 
as he states himself, that he was afraid that if the settlement was made permanent 
at that time with their imperfect knowledge, they would find afterwards that they hatl 
inflicletl on tho crn.nlry !he miBI!'I'!J of a rac1f,.rent. What Sir John Shore believed was that 
Lord Cornwallis was going too quick ond that if this permanent· settlement were made 
on that particular date they would :find out afterwards, not that they had assessed the 
people too low and that they would be sorry that they. could not .raise the' demand 
afterwards ; but that they had 8S&essed them too high and would be in the unfortunate 
position-ofoeing enabled to reduce the demand only after callSing much misery .. (Cheers.) 
'That shows the principles by which those men were influenced .. Passing over a .long period 
of history I shall only trouble you with the opinions_ of two more who come at the other 
end of the line. It was in 1862 that we had the last great pronouncement upon this 
principle and as to what occurred there and as to what Lord Cnnning said: I do not think 
that I can do better than re~d ;ot,ou, if yon will allow me, ·two- or three lines from an 
admirable Iittlo work whic ope·eve•·yone of yon here who has not read will read
" England and India," by our friend llfr. Romesh Chunder Dutt. ,(Cheere.) . HE! says with 
reference to tho period o{ 1862 :-

~ 

"A tor~·ible fomine desolated the North~Weste~rn!LP~r!11J'ii' .......... ~lndia in '1860. Such 
relief as it was possible to organize was orga ' ; and when the calamity" was over, the 
new Viceroy tried to seck o eventive for such •calamities. ' To an earnest and 
ay~ rator like Canning the true remedy revealed itself at once, He remark· 

- :Od that at each recurring land settlement the Government could increase ite demand from 
the produce of the land. He marked that the exten,sion of cultiv .. tion and improvemen~ 
in the prices of orops could not, under such a system, benefit the Indian tenant as it ·would 
benefit tho Brit!sh farmer. He comprehended that under this system ~e people of India 
could save nothing, and could have nothing to fall back upon in years ofbad harvest.. And 
he had. the courage to recommend that the Permanent Settlement, which had. proved so 
benefimal to the people of Bengal, should be extended to other parts of India.'' · 

That was the matured opinion of Lord Canning seventy years after the Bengal perma
nent set~eme~t ~nd the continued experience of the administrators of the cciuntry. And in 
~nneot10~ w1th 1t I would only ask you to listen to the words .of the Sooretary of State 
hims~lf S1r C~rles Wo~d, afte~~ards Vis.count Halifax, in answer to the despatch ofLord 
Canmng. VIscount I£alifax Wl'lting as Secretary of State in July 1862 says:- - · 

"Af~r.tho most caraful review of all these oonsiderations Her Majesty's Government 
are of opmto~ tha~ the advantages which may· be reasonably expected to accrae; not 
only to ~ose muned1ately oonoerned with the land but to the .oommunity ·generally,· 
are suffi.otently great to J"ustify <'- • • • h . · ""em m maurnng t e risk of some prospective loss of 
~and ~venue m order ~o attain them, and that a settlement in. perpetuity in ,the- districts. 
m Which th~ oondit1ons required are or may be hereafter folfilled is a measure dictated 
by soun.d polio! and ~oulated to accelerate the development of the .resou.roee .cof_ India, 

"- !~~to ':'sure .•n th~ highest degree the welfore and contentment .of all. olasses of Her 
'Olajesty a SUbJeola m :the country." - . · . 

th. ·::~): sorry to have ~ trouble you with these quotations, hut on a g~t· ~ubj~ot like 
18 

ee -yon will agree With me-that our position is enormously strengthened when we 
can support ounei.Ve& by th • • f e opuuons o men ·such as those from whose writings I have 
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"JUOted. Unfortunately a considerable change has since 1862 come over th~ ~ of the Second Day. 
Government of India and the Home Government with reference to fixing pe rmauently lleaolu"Uo; VIL 
'1he_revenue_~~Uementoftheoountry,andweare now told, and told by a responslb~e Lo.nd Reveone 
~uthori~y, .one ~ho may be called almost the ofliciale1rponent of the views of the Govern"'.. lMtlement. 
-menton this PC?int, Mr. Baden ;I'owell, in his_work on the Laud Tenures of India, that it hla. J 07;; ADAilt 

lias .no~ been demonstrated. that not thirty yeare or twenty years but twelve to twenty ·--:--
ye~s is about'the b_'!"t ,and most satisfactroy period of ~~ettlemenl So that from per-
l"anency we have come doW!! to a period of twelve years. We had come to think that 
~hirty yeare was perhaps the very ]Dinimum ant! we were beginning to be almost thankful 

'for, ~t, but this is '!"hat we arenow.told, and we kno'Y that in settlements that have taken 
place rec~ri~y, ihose who are settled with are not even to be guaranteed any fixed timo 
lor. settlement, but are told that probably twenty yoars willjle the very ma.'<imum period 
of settlement, but they l!lDSt not depend even on that. It is impossible on a subject 
like this to range over the whole of India, so if yon will allow me I will just mention in 

. a very few words what has occurred in the Districts of India with which I am best acquaint-
- -ed, the Ma~ras ~residency, which aa you know has a Ryotwari seUlement, in which tho 

period .of settlement has hitherto been thirty years, and. which is now undergoing the 
severe process of resettlement, as the Government ot' Madras calls it. upon strictly 
.scientific principles. 

It was in 1883 only that the Secreta~y of State in a despatch to the Government of India 
announced that any idea of a permanent settlement throughout the whole of India must be 
formally abandoned. That we know now, but very few people seem to have known it 
at the time and curiously enough the Madras Government itseU seem to have 'been 
in total ignorance o e ac cret~~r-1:_0f Slate had laid down such a principle. 
Atleastit was ignorant until the year 189 . bll that date the Government of Madras 
were fully under the . impression that · the old prtnCI d regulated the idea of 

·settlement still existed and that their own setllement whioh was then 1n and 
which was then about to be renewed was permanent so far as the value and classification--. 

-of soile was concerned,,and that the only alteration they could make in the future would bo 
m refer-ence to ·the grain prices. In 1889 the Government of Madras in anawor to a 
representation which had been made to them by a Committee which had been si~ting upon 
agricultural subjects, impressing upon Government the value of permanent settlement, wrote 
as follows :- · · 

" The -recommendation that legislation should be undertaken for the purpose of 
defining authoritatively the slatns of the ryot need not be noticed at length, for it is made 
under a misapprehensimi of the real bel . • • • Nor has the Government any intention 
-of revising the classification of soile. This principle has been repeatedly laid down and is 
very clearly slated in the Settlement ManuaL The statement to the contrary in 
the Manual of Administration is incorrect and the- re-classification of the Chidambaram 
'Taluk is not a vio1ation of the assurances of Government, liS this taluk has never 
been settled on the system now followed throughout the rest of the Presidency.'' 

- That was what Lord Oonnemara's Government said in 1889 and U!Jtil1895 the atanding-
-orders of the Board of Revenue in the llladras !'residency contained this pa•aage. I quote 
from an edition of the standing orders issued so late aa 1889 under the editorship of a 
very distinguished Madras native administTator, Mr. Ohentsal Row, and lh01e remained 
-the instruction to Revenue Officer& of the Presidency down to 1895 . 

. "It is to .be explained, however, to the ryots that there will be no re-clnssification of the/ 
-soils or calculations ef fresh grain values, that the rates of assessment will be reviaeclenliruly 
with reference to priceo,-and that no attempt will be made to aasesa any additional value 
-which may have been given to land by improvements efFected by ryots, even if .carried out 
iby means _of cialltial borro~ .f.rom Governmenl': -

( 



Seoond Day~ 
Reaolution vn 
Land ReYenoe 

Seltlemeol. 

Ma. Jollll An~ , 

~ G2 ] 

In 1895 the settlement of one of the largest ~nd wealthiest disti{ots in the MadraS" 
Presidency was being osmed out and there · waa. vecy oorisiderable agitation about the
enormous enhancement which had been made in the district and it wns pointed out to
the Government that they were not carrying out their own rules and regulations~ 
Then they made a great discovery. They found out ·that this deapateh had . been sent, 
by the Secretary of State for India in 1883 ... n haB never been e'Wlamed whe,
ther the Government of India soppreSBed it and did not send it to the Government. 
of Madras or whether the Government of Madras had forgotten all about it i and oilr frieno! 
the Hon'ble Mr. Subba Row and othera in the Legislative Council have been Unable to get. 
!I copy of this despatch. No one knows anything about it except that it contains the· 
bare statement I have quoted that the idea of a permanent setllement should be-" 
finally abandoned. Then the Madraa Government suddenly issued a notice cancelling' 
the statement in the standing ordera whieh I have just read to you anil substituted 
this for it. · ' · 

" At each settlement and re-eettlement of a .District Government will fix at ite discre
tion the period for whieh such settlement or re-eettlement shall be in force.· The Collector 
shall then notify the period in the District Gazette, and explsip te the ryota that the new 
rates will not be liable te alteration during the currency of the settlement period ; but on 
the expiry of the said period Government reserves to itself the right to· revise the 
assessment in such manner as may then seem just and proper, either with refer
ence solely te a rise or fall in prices, or with. reference also to other considera~ 
tiona such as would require a re-classification of soils or a recalculation o~ the grain 
out-turns." · · 

So that all the revenue and settleme~~roughout the Madras Presidency tha~ 
had been, ever since the e service; advising the ryots that they were te have
n~~p w at might be neceBBitated by variation in grain prices, had simply been· 

~made utter fools of, have te eat their own words and tell the ryota, "we were quite wrong 
in everything we told you ; so far from having permanency of soil valuation and a possible
variation of grain values at intervals of 30 years, you need only expect to have both altered 
and your Beltlement rates changed at any moment the Government desires." The present. 
arrangement can be ~topped to-morrow, if Government chooses, and the whole calculation 
can be alte1·ed. Now, this is an evil which is increasing; the longer it is let alone, the· 
more bold Government become in enhancing the settlement. In fact the only rule with 
reference to the demand seems to be to fix it at the maximum amount which can safely be 
extracted from the people ; that is which will just not compel the people to. abandon thee 
land and so prevent anything at all being collected. Thus with reference te the settlement 
in Madros in one dis~rict the incre&B8 as shown by scientific principles came te something. 
like 45 per cent. upon the revenue. The Government thought that was a little· teo much 
to extract and so they cat it down, not upon any principle at all, apparently to something
like 21) per cent. and said that thot would be suJ!ioient. In the next district which came 
te be settled also on the same principles, the settlement officers showed that upon these· 
vrinoiples the increase should be something like ·70 per cent. which is· still worse and 

VconBequently the amount was out down te something .like 33 per cent: It would be tee) 
('O long te go into here and to expOBe tho absurdity of tho scientific system but the scientific 

U I system really comes to nothing ; beoaUBe yon can mnke a syetem which will produce any 
'~ result you ch0088, and if the result turns out te be teo big or teo little you have nothing to 

""'do but te out it down or enhance it without reference te any system whatever and that -is 
~t t)lo Madraa Government have been doing. There are only two reasons or what pur-· 

port to be reasons which I have been able te find for this departure from the uld policy 
and for this inerea88 of asseasment. These two reasons were formulated by the :Board of· 
:Revenue in Madras in one of ita orders. Those two reasons are l First " the exigencies of 

'· 
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the Gove~ent" and aeoonaiy_ "the l'e1<ljustment of taxation in the in~ta of the s\mond Day. 
general" public." I 'll'il1 take the eeoond of these lirsL We are told that it is neoe's.ary for 

· Beoololloa vn. 
the re-adjustment of taxation in the interests of the general public. I will not tronblb rou Land ReveDue 
with qootationa bot long ago the very same specious argument was raised with referenoe \c) Seltlemeot, 
ihe permanent aetUement in Bengal and was oompletely quashed by Lord Cornwallia. He · ·. ll8. 'Jo;;. AD.uu. 
said that if '!Vhen one man's property improved and another m1111's property deceriora ted ·, .. = 

· p.ey should take away from the m1111 whose property had Improved for the purpose of 
assisting the· man whose property had not improved, such a course was no r&-adjustmeot of 
taxation ill ell.· n was nothing more or le~ than asserting that the whole land 
1Va8 ~ntirely in the power of the Government to . do· with it just as· it chose 
lvithoot consideration of any principle. Look at it with reference to settlement it
sell~· if the re-aettlement of a distrio.t is necessary fnr the re-adjustment of taxation 

· one ·would think naturelly that it would mean increasing the aasessment on properties 
which had improved and decreasing the' assessment on ,properties which had deterio
rated or which hed been originelly too highly assessed ; but although you lind abnnd1111t in· 
stanoes where property which is snpposed tO have appreciated receives an enhanced taxation, 
do you 'ever lind any instance in -,vhich property which has been overtaxed or hGS deterio
rated receives a diminution of taxation ·f .Witb reference .to this very district of Tnnjore, 
1o which I have referred, the Government refused to go to the expense of re-assessing one
third of the district, and what was chair reason for not re-assesaing it f In their own 

· words it was because that part of the country was so poor that there did not seem to be any 
· chanoe of getting a higher revenue out of iL · U they are going to bring in the principle 
of readjustment they should have said part of the enhancement of the rich portion should 
go to relieve the puiGLty of lite ntbllt_ portion. But the latter is left to bear this hoovy 
~axation, a taxation which made it 80 poorlrii pt it so poor that it cannot bear another pie , 
put on iL On acconnt of extreme demands, e enormously the assessment 
upon the other two-thirds of the ·distrio~ which they think is r1o ~1.-..ul.wealthy 
enough to bear iL Then generally l'e1<ljustment of taxation means increasing taxatioll
on classes where it is too light and relieving from it where it is too heavy. Where is there 

· anywhere throughout the whole of the country any relief from taxation f Is the income-ta:r 
or the salt-tax diminished f · Is any tllX in the country diminished so as to relieve one olass 
of the population and throw a greater burden on another supposed more able to bear it t 
No, it is only the one class of the population whose financial burdens are enhanced and no 
Telief is given to any other portion of the population. The second reason is the exigencies 
of Government •. You all know that is the true reason and that is the only reason. It is 
not an argument, it is only a reason-" we most have mon~y and this is the only way we 
can get it." They squeeze the agricultural population 1111d owing 1o peculiar circumstances, 
'Jleculiar habits and long estnblished customs of th~ population, it is possible to thus obtain 
an enhlllloed revenue withont actoelly driving the people oiF the land. The people in this 
cOuntry like tbose of many 'other countries are by inherited sentiment 80 attached to the • 
land that the Government oan go· on practically to any extent increasing the agriooHural 
Tate of assessment withont at the same time giving the people any real option as to whether 
-or not they will accepHL With reference to that if yon will ellow me, I will just read to 
·yon a few lines by a genUeman who was a greet authority on. the sobjeet, because it abo
·llihes ·an ·argument which is very often urged and drawn from other countriea. For 
futance, in my own country 8coU1111d, the agriculturists, it is said, are glad to take thirty 
yeori leases and do not demand that they shoul<l. have any permanency at all That is a 

·'Very speoious argument ; bot when it is applied to Indi!Ullife, it is totally fallacious. A 
-great authoritY in Madras a good many years ago, Mr. Dykes, who was thon Collector of 
·s.deui, who has written a mod interesting history of the &!em distriol, which like 111Dl1J' 
:other good books is now forgotten, and whioh·oontaina really more ioformation about the 
mate of the country than mmy . other more pretentious volumes, had Dlade COl loin repN-

" 
/ 



SeoondDay. -Besolaliou VII. 
Lood Rev8111111 
· e.tttomeut. - . 

Ma. J owr A:D.i.it.• -

[ 54 J 
sentationa to the :Madras Government· with reference to- the permanent · setU.ement. 
He dealt with this argument, then · npparenU.y _strongly lirged, ·jn ' the following 
terms:- · · ' · ,· ' '·''' · · · '-- • · 

" Onpitai is freely sunk at home on a limtted lease with. an unconditional surrende_r 
at the end. A Scotch farmer, for example, will not hesitate_ to embark_ his w~ole fortune
on 30 years. For, at the end of his lease, if he and his landlord 'can't agree 118 to terms 
for the fulare, he realizes liis stock, &o;, and move.s with ease to where he can. gel land . on 
terms that suit him b~ller. But in India, it is not one, nor a thousand, . but )erbps a 
hundred thousand ryots, that must take up this 80 years le.Se at the same time 'f and• il is 
100,000 ryots that must be prepared, when the lease is np, to realize: also, ~~~ one and the 
same time, and move if necessary. But how is the agrioaltural stock of a district 'of ten 
or fifteen thousand square miles to be realized ? .And where are .100,000 : ryots . to go f 
The position of Scotch and Indian leaseholders at the end of the lease is ·very . different j 
and this affects the whole qnesnon." _ , . · . . · · '· ' . 

" An un;.nditionullease leaves the agricaltur;u .capital. pf ~ whole. district· at the 
mercy ollhe officer chosen to revise the rates ; an~ I fea~ . that such a change in the 

·Ryotwari Tenure will be felt more and more injuriously ne the ·lease draws towards n 
close." · · 

" The whole of the agricaltnral population of th!> country· is nt the mercy of the 
!;eltlement officers." ·That, I am sure, is a st.ate o£ things which will certainly not approve 
itself lo my pre>ent audience. If further proof were required it would. be found in _th~ 
fao~ that the present system oan only be worked by the greatest executive severity in good 
years and by !'emissions in any years falling below t · m better calculated 
'1o ma!<e and keep a people poor .could, be d an a rack-rent, collected by distraint 
and secured hy compulsor 1lh. reference to the reason ;I b~ just men~ 
iione o 1es of Government, I do not think I need enter· _into that question at 

--ai ; that really hne to be dealt with from tho other side of the shield and has already 
bee~ spoken to this morning. . The exigencies of Government , arise; · not because the 
revenue is too small but because t1le expenditure is too great; The true remedy which 
would ~Iter the balance and which would give us some chance of getting some permanency 
and fixity o: settlement and thereby inm·ease the . general·. weelth' .of. !}le people must 
be by reduomg the expenditure; then only and not till then will we be able 'lo secure some 
of the benefits which we desire. Because i£ this money hne to be spent, it hne to be got 
IOmew:here. .The Government of India sa.y and feel they are driven to it; they cannot dQ 
anythmg else but take it where Jhey oan get it; that is under the present circumstances the 
only way they can get it is by enhancing the land revenue;_ If money is taken out of the 
pockets of the people and pot into the pockets of Government tQ be spent on any purpose; 
whateve~ ~~t purpose. may be, the money. cannot remain in the pockets of the. people ancl 

• 
419 long as It IS thus dratned out of their pockets there cannot be the slightest opportunity 
or ohanoe of their rising abo-. th ·-' f ' • . • e e Sowe o poverty m which so many at present exist. I 
am oo~tantly told that there are plenty of rich ryots. Well of course you do find rich 
.ryots m many places. You will fi d •L b · • - · .ihan th n ""e ram of a ryot not of a uniform quality any mora 
"· . at of oth~r men; and plenty of them are both able and will in.; to rise abOve indeed 
_.., nse upon theu poorer ne· hbo B • •L • • " · '· • Tb 1g urs. •• ... at docs not Interfere w1th the generalj>rmmple. 
i 7· are not typss of the general mass of the labouring and working popnlatiqn who a' 
:: _':_ ouedr pfroarl of the country, as I have· heard even· officials admit, nre iradUally being 

an ... urm m yeolnan farmers ne th · - should b . · 
.gentleme I . ey e, .into agricultural slaves. Now, 
.aab•-t. n, IIDif sorry I ha~ detamed you eo long and exooeded my time. but really the 
, <!"" IS One 0 very ..,...•1 unnmotance. I• • . . hieh . · · . I'08Ied .,. - r-· • IS one w requires to be kept oonlin118lly :. lllmi:=.~~ m~d ~ the ~vernment here and of the Government. at Home, but a~ 

- eaut IS a subJect where we _shall. have very little chanel'! of lllQilOII_ ~ 
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(90 ·&ucceecl in out other objecis, namely, the reductlon ol expenditure. .We must keep this 
-thing in view and remember that ~he grad mus of the population are re..Uy, 111 I snid 
before, in a stata of poverty and misery, a atata to which the rulers of any country 
ought nevet to subject their fellow-brethren. It is the univereal opinibn that there is 

.·no more sober, hardworking, industrious and frugal people tllan the rureJ. population 
,of lhis .oountry, .and it aeema certainly a very hard thing-to say nothing Ices..,. 
that the frnit of their labour should be so poorly reoompeneod, (Cheers.) I hope 

·therefore that you wm carry this resolution which I have pu.t before yen with 
.oordieJ.ity. • ·. , · 

'. · '·The lloN •. MR. ·D. S. GA~un (nomliay, No; 47 on the list) :-Mr. President, Ladies 
and Gentlemen,-In seconding the resolution which has been so ably moved by l[r. AdiWI~ 

; I Will only follow him with a few remarkS. The experiences we have p11Bsed through 
'-during the ye4i- now expiring-a year of llocds, fiWiiil.e and po~tilence-have accentuated 
: 'the necessity of repeating this resolution which has been more than once passed by former 
~ongressee. The agriculturist is the salt of the country, and however much and howovor 

· '1_9Dg' we may have to knock at the doors of Government for this essential improvement in 
-'flis condition, it cannot be said to be troubl~ spent in vain. The agriculturist is the heart . 
:of the natioii. He finds food not only for himself but for the laboring millions who make 
•up the greater 'part of our village population ; and we have seen during the last famine 
'how when 'one harvest fails there is ·starvatidn ·thtonghout the country •. This pinch, this 
helplessness, this necessity for support from outside is felt only in those provinces which 
ore the snbject of periodiceJ. revisions of nasessment. H is for thoso provinces that tho 

&o.:ernment· h~a found it necessary to provide an Agriculturists Relief Act-not for ox
i traordinary visitations like famine but for ordinary times. It might be said that the ryot 
i is an unthrifty animeJ. and fixity of tenure will do him no good. · He will always bo head 

:and. neck in debt and it wi1l only be the parasiticeJ. Morwadi who will benefit by any such 
' ·measure· as we ask for. · Gentlemen, we all know that it is only those who are hopelessly 
. ·involved that are eJ.ways the greatest apendthrifls. ·Every man who can shO\v a credit 
i · beJ.anoe to liiS 11cconnt will alw11ys be careful to keep his expe_nditure within it; and nn 

I 
'<:onside•·ations of show or popular applause will induoe him · to give the second place to 
·considerations of economy. But that is not the condition of the ryot in our province•. 

. His normeJ. condition is one of indebtedness and he does not atint any expense on marriage 
! ·and other ceremonies because he feels that others have to pay for his wants. Periodi~ 
~ .. surveys 11re harmful in more ways than one.· They induce a feeling of insocuri\y and dia
l · eourage ell improvements because the ryot knows that they will only add to his burdens. 
r 'These revisions were hitherto mads after every 30 years ; but now-a-days it is thoaght 
! ~ proper to limit the tarm to 20, 12 and in eome cnaes even to 10 years. Agriculture u our 

Marathi proverb goei! is very onerous in ita beginning. A ryol can hardly make a fair 
· .. start before he is at leiiBt 6 or 10 yeare old. Before, therefore, he has lime to broatho 
1: fj:iely, so to apeak the gaunt spectre of revision comes forth to scare him. This short-· 

V.ighted policy is !"Dinoua to the poor peasantry. And aa to the ways of the survey officers 
they are simply mystarious. In favor of reduction no argument is so strong DDd no 

dO . authority is so high that they must. needs accept it. They look nJll!n enhancement as their 
,rauola de •!r• and even the appearance _of person' to be aeon from a pDS8ing railway 

_;_;:_Din ~ pressed into service as an argumenl_for this purpose. How far such a system is 
, ))eneficieJ. is a problem which deserves. the. serioas conaiderat ion of Government. I hopo 
. -the· unitad. voice of yon all will ind;.ce Government to retrace their atopo. The long or the 
·term of asseaement the greater will be the healthy growth in the prosperity of the people. . 
,:'he term should not only be 80 but ahould be 60 or 90 years to enable Government tn 
!'dvance cautiously if need be.', But thai a permanent settlement ia the final l'emedy lor 
a great inany ills there can be

1 
no doubt. Il I may be allowed, to adapt to present eipo 
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ciumslancea the well known lines of Gol<lsmUh I would eny that a permanent- >settlement. 

will create 
• A bold peaaanny their coantry's ~ride; 

Which_ once l!eCille -mil every dangeF tide •. . . -
·At this time owing to our evil stars a distrust of the people is imgendered in the mind& 
of Government,-with or without reason I will not stop to ·inquire.. But L can say 
this with confidence that there can be no better aafegaard against all apprehended internal 
d1111gers than a contented peaeanny whioh a permanent settlement or its equivalent. 
alone can ensure.. They will be a standing example of loyalty and devotion to Govern· 
ment which will defy opposition. They -mil be a standing menace to the enemies of 
Government. They will be, for all purposes of internal peace~ a· force less costly but far 
more valuable, to Governmentthan the army whioh is fighting others' cause beyond O\}r 

frontiers, (Hear, hear.) 'It -mil be a greater guarantee of peace th11n the terrors of Reg. 
XXV of 1827 or the reactionary amendments whioh are proposed to be made in 
the Penal and Criminal Procedure Codes. A statesman who will give a permanent 
settlement to all India will be the greatest benefactor not only of Inclia but of 
the British Empire. :May Amba, the gaardian clivinity of Amraoti, to whom allusion 
was made by the Chairman of the Reception Committee in his opening speech, 
inspire the great English statesmen who rule over this empirl! to rise equal to the 
situation. (Cheers.) 

:Ma, S. V. BHAGVAT (Berar, No. 68 on the list} then addressed the meeting in Marailii 
in support of the resolution to the following effect:- · · · 

' 
Mr. President, Ladies and Gentlemen,-! wish to speak a few words,' as ·the time 

allotted to me is very short, on the most important subject of the l'ermanent Settlement 
of land revenue, the resolution moved by Mr. John Adanis, barrister-at-law of Madras. l'his 
is not the first time that the present re.solution has been brought before .this august body, 
but every year since almost the birth .of the Inclian National Congress the subject has been 
discussed, resolutions passed and copies sent to Inclia Government with a request to give due 
attention to it. But in vain. 

• 
In the year 1860 theN. W. l'rovince~ of India unfortanately ·suffered from a severe 

famine. In 1861 a Commission was appointed to inquire into the causes·•of it. The 
Commission in an exhaustive report upon the evidence collected, 'earnestly' recommended 
the extension of the Permanent Settlement of the land tax. · This ·:recommendation 
of the Commission was strongly supported by the highest authorities on ··the sub• 
jec~ including Sir George Edmonstone, the Hon'ble Edmond Drummond and many 
o~hers. 

Gentlemen, it was a fortunate time to India,-perhaps the .. most re~orkabl~ period 
full of generosity and kind sentiments of the British Rule. The officers in wnose hands the 
destinies ofl!ndia rested then were almost all of the type of Xarna and Dharma in their. 

· h'berality and justice. On the receipt of the rep~rt of the Famine CODllllission, Lord 
Canning, the then Viceroy and Governor General of India, not only highly ·approved of the 
suggestions made by the Commission but went a step far~her and recommended th~ Bale of 
waste lands free of land-tax and the permission to redeem the existing land rewn~e by the 
pa~ent ofan adequate sum of money, as a necessary measure to mitigate -the evilS ~~ 
fanunes, ~nd expressed his thorough belief that inoreosed security and fixity of property and 
oomparat1ve freedom from the interference of fiscziJ. officers of the Goverliment -mil tend to 
ereate a class, whioh although composed of various races and oree<ls, .\1ill be peouliarly 
lxlund to the British rule. · 
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. The Secretary of State in giving ·it his ~ntire adhesion gave as his opluion that the 
6dvantages derived from a Permanent Sottl~mont are not great only to those immodiute
ly connected with land but to the oommunity generally, and is a molll!ure directed by 
sound policy and calculated to accelornte the development of the resouroos of India and 
1x1 insure to the highest degree tho welliiro and. contentment_ of all claasos 'of Her Majesty'• 
B!lbjeota in tb.e country. • 

.:But, alas I Lord Canning,.whoao. name haa become an household word, retired and 
died.:and B change of ministry drove away our dreams of Permanent Sutllomont. How 
much India suffered sines then, it ia impoasible to state. Famine visitations have beooma 
periodical. Each time. hundreds pf thousands, nay millions, di~ of starvation, Tho late 
famine was of a serions nature and spread over tho area of the. whole country. ,'he death

. rate from starvation would have baon enormous and unparalleled in the famine hielory 
o~ lh' wh11lo world, but for the prompt measures adopted by the Government ; great 
sympathy shown by the peoples of Gr~at Britain, the British Colonies, and Amo•·ica, by 
their gen~roua aid and the last but not the lolll!t the charitable nature of our own country• 
menc who spared nothing to save lives from sta1-vution by opening poor honBOB all over 
the country and by giving charities. 

Gentlemen, if yo11 wish to have a real idea of t;he past and the present alate of India, 
. picture -to yourselves a woman, once very beautiful, extremely lovely, most attractive, 
richly gal'DI.ented, decorated with costly jewellery, and placed in happy circumstaneas; but 
now ghastly, palo, roduead to a mel'l! skeleton of bonos, with deep sunken eyes, wretchedly 

. clad, exhausted nod fatigu•d. In fact, she looks more like a dead than a liviniJ creature. 
Indeed her condition is bad enough to lead her to sel'f-destruotion but for olle happy oil·cum· 
stones.· f..ook there (pointing to tho first of tho three paintings that were hung 011 the 
pillars of the platform marked« Present," "Paat" and "Future") she haa given birth to' a 
male.child .• Hnw glad, how happy she feola. See how carefully she has placed tho baby 
on her lap and \J.ow fondly she ia looking at it. She is surrounded by her dear and Jaithfnl
friends, Messi'S. Hume, Wedderb11rn, Bonnerjoe, Dadabhai and many others, and they are 
also looking at it most wistfully (pointing to the second picture). That infant-child has 
thia day grown into a lusty boy of twelve years, and.is taken by hia beloved mother with 
her friends to Her Majesty the Empress nf India to be prOBOnted to her and the EmprOBB 
is blessing him. The lllllt picture ahowa the future earnest wish of tho lad which ia the 
teul union among the subjects of He•· Majesty tho Empreas of India. 

Generous and kind hearted ladies and gentlemen, would you not like to sympathize 
with tho woman in her abject state and try to restore her to her former elate, aa far as 
possible f If ao, you could only do it by supporting the resolution moYod. by 1111r learned 
friend, 'Mr. John Adam of 'Madras, which protests agaiuot the :policy of Government in 
the provinces where the settlement of land revenue is periodical and proposes a fixed 
permanent settlement. (Cheers). 

Mi. D. N: Kaus (Central Provineas, No. 624 on the liat) also addressed the meeting . . . 
in 'Marathi. • 

)IR. PANDUR<!-NO BAPUn, {Derar, No. 309 oli the list) also addres8od lha mooting in 
:Marathi to tho following effect :-

Mr. President, Ladiea and Brothei'Mlelegatee,-My predecessor Mr. Adams has juat 
ably moved the proposition to introduce tho aystem of Permanent Selllemont, and I eball 
.U, my humble efForts to aupport the motion. 

. The proposition i•• year- after year, brought to the Congreu platform and is there 
unanimouely passed. But it is a matter of profound regret for· me to observe that the 
Government have not yet done _'!!!)'thing to give effect to our unanimous wiah and prayer. 
It is b&yond doubt that the oultivating classes will not be well ofF, aa lung u tho coneeasion 
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o1. Permanent Settlement, so eagerly sooght for; is not g;anted ·br the: I'u;perful Gove~n-
Seoond ~ay · • The unfortunate .feature of our ~itnation, which we have bitlerly to deplore, hes 

men.. • . I l' ht 
ltfsolulion vrr; in the fact that the slate of the people is .hardly likely to be repr.,...nted- m ·Its . roe tg 
LS~~~f!".:::~• 1o the Imperial Government, even while the revision of assessment is actually in. prog~ess, 

by the officers entrusted with this responsibl..- work. Yo~ m~y very we~ (lee how the 
things go on, when you attend to whut Iitfle I beg to tell you tn thl& conneolton. 

)J R, p AlfDDRAlrfO 
BAPV.JI, 

Being a tesidenl of Berar, my obse,...ations will, in a large ·m~a~ure," lie eonffne~ to
the state of things that _locally obtains here. Since the time for reVl&t~n of Sllrvey arrtv~, 
y.e "work of making· a reviSed Bllrvey of land, and conse~ue~t, enha~ced asaessmetrl ts 

V going 'on in each Talnk in the due order of seq~tencie. 'fo JUSitfy and support a _schem<t 
for the enhancement of assessment t•ates, the survey officers had to make the best of the-
otatistlcal information' they possessed of the houses, cattle'. and co~veyences, &c., which 
were said 1o be rapidly increasing In nr.mber in eacli. Taluk; and to make the· external 
aide of the popular condition a strong bai!is ror the very sweet Al$sertions importing that 
there could not exist any valid objections to the enhancement of the assessment rates, 
in so far as the people app·eared lo be happier and wealthier .than before. · These aS8erlions 

--:i'd others of the like import find plaee in the reports which are submitted 'by lhes<t 
officers to the Government. On" report ~imilar ta the one lliluddd to having been submitted 
to· the Local Government, the Berar Sarvajanik Sabha sub milled a memoriul protesting 
against the proposed enhancement, on the ground that the people were not ~ffioiently well 
off' to be able to bear the enhanced rates of assessment. In spite of 1111 these protests 
and rept'efentutions, the assessment of Land Revenue was enhaneed in conformity with the 
recommendations made by the survey officet'8. Collections have been. directed to be made 
accOrding to the new rates. ·The repreaentntiona' made by the survey officers• were, ·i~ 
'!I'Ould be hence clear, deemed more worthy of ·weight and credit than these importunate 
prayers of the people fot• fuirnEtSs and jn•lice. However,,the real stale of the p~ople could 
not for long lie concealed onder borrowed. charms. In 1896 the monsoons .failed at the 
~nd and w& had no good crops. Failure of ci·ops ..;as attended wlth stat•vation and wide 
mi&e!f.:_!l..i!__no exaggeration to say that· the people, who were solely dependent on 
agricultural labour for their livelihood, oould not_ hold -their ·own against the famine 
distre~s, ·even for a period of two months.., This wHL place you.iu .a better .position to 
conceive what wealth or means of subsiotsn'ce thio olassi..of people poss.;.sea. ;Number~ 
were driven to eam their bread by working at the 'famine relief works.. S~toh of the peopl<t 
ns remained idle at home and had to ~~stain their_ life on the juturo.':hope_ of better day& 
were compelled· lo dt•ag on· their miserable days by feeding upon scanty f~od_mixed with 
rank and wild vegetables. The true picture M the famine-stricken fawiiies, and specially 
of the cul~ivatiug classes, con be better imnginod than desoribed_by those.who hove hod 
p~;sonol experience . of the impoverished condition. of villagers. Reduced to _such. a 
mtse~able state thQUgh they were, the cultivators oonld not on any ace runt escnpe lbe 
pressmg demand of ~he Government dues, which were realized by all means.- What little 
phaae of aflluence ia apparent in the aurt•oimdings of-. culti~ulor. ia doe not tO any saving 
earned by him by fiold labour, but is mainly the outcome of his utter indebtedness lo the 
orooitors. The secr·etliea noHar to seek. It is a serviceable devise 1o be used to induce 
tho oreditorato advance loans. I may wiLhoot hesitation say that .Berar thus stands on 
the' same fooling with the other Pt-oviocea which Mr. Home baa truly described to be 
deeply involved in pecuniary embarraismenl. To bear out the truth of ~hi• remark I 
only_ refe~ you lo the atatistieal information contained in tho local annual reports of the 
RegiBtratton Department and Judicial Administration. The extremely low percentoge of 
the. am?unb, realized in execution of decrees, bears strongly on th.is question. No debt or 
clatm ts capable of .full end immediate satisfaction except the Government demand of 
LlUld Revenue. 
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·.Some oflioera try to. maintain that the people pay the Land Revenue punotuolly because 

they are lowly ll6Bessed. The·truth is, how~ver, thot the people do their . beat to SG\'Q the 
·land which ie the sole source of their livelihood, from being alienated in execution of the 
dreadful prooese which is in force for the collection of Land Revonuee. It ia for" this sole · 
object that the onltivators generally exert the11180lves to be punotuaJ. in the payment of 
the Government dues, despite all the diflionlti811 and urgent wan Ia of their own which 
are great, various and preaaing. • 

' . ' . . 

.The force and trnth of this observation will easily come home t 0 hie mind, who has 
·, acllllllly seen how the oullivators paid the GO\·ernmenl dues or the Land Revenues, at a 
.-tiona when the distres• of famine was bitterly feU all over. the country. The horrors of 
!amine of the last year, I believe, are quite freeh in your mind. This ia not' • mere idlo 
chattering. · Mr. Jones, some time Commissioner in ·Berar, hna t>penly admitted that tho 
people of Berar are very calm and obedient. The famine of 1877 W08 in some places as bad 
as thai of the last year, but tlie Government dues were not, even then, left to be in arrenra. 
This fact, 08 well 08 the fact that the Government dues are being promptly and regulorly 
paid, even when the fauiine is devastating the country, will, I imogine, be suflioienl to slrow 

, that the Berar people are very obedient, submissive and helplessly poor. This peaceful_ 
trait of oiharaoter and spirit of innocence_ of our people ia, it eeema, being unfortunately 
taken ll,llvantage of in tho enhancement uf the J,and Revonue. One moy naturally inquire 

. why the peoj)le dill.JJ~~n the Government,_if the enhnnced rotea were oppreasivu . 
. ;I' he answe1· \o ·this is simple. It is now ~r:_ the lh-st time that the people of Berar aoe 

their Land Asseesment enhauced· so heavily. Further they are quite ignorant as to when, 
·. withi11 what time, how and to whom, petitions at·e to be nddresaed. There is another point • 

to be borne-in mind in this connection. lf a handful of some well-meaning gentlemen 
or-villageo•s petition the Taluka Ol' District Officers in ~his reopeot, they ao·e nntur~IIy 
diffident of auccose. Partly the growing apathy of the people toward• a publlo demonacration 
through fem- -of being exposed to p\lhlic oalamoy or repo·0bation account. for the inaction 
that i•~ei'Vahie "in the persona who are by virtue of their education or wealth entitled 
to a lead and following .. I may aay here, I think, without fear of contradiotion, that aa 
many ae eighty-live people in a hundred hilve no other source of living than field labour, 
and that the majority of the people will thus be driven to much ruin and misery, if the 
assessment rates are- so ·heavily inoreascd. Under these oio·oumstanoaa then we ali fool 

. bound, earnestly to boaeech the Government to take comp08aion on the poor ryota anrl 
expedite the introduction 11f .tbe system of a permanent settlement lhroughont lhe whole 
of India, as without h tho condition of the people will hardly prosper. 

-' With these few words I beg to second the proposition wbioh waa, aa I have alrendy 
·, said; very ably moved and eloquently expreaaed by .Mr. Adamo, and I requeat you .to carry 
-· it unanimously._ 

The ""'olution was put to the vole and carried unanimously. 

SeoondDay. 

ReooluUon VII. 
Land ReVftDUC 

S.tlloment, 

Ma. PAMDtrltAJIIl 
BAPVJr. 

Rerolutlon Vlll. Mto.. J .. Caownuto.l (Bimgal, No. 670 on the list) :-Mr. Chairman, Ladies and 
Gentlemen,-I' have been callad upon by the . Chairman to move the following 
resolution :-'-

• " That this CongreBB notioee wilh aotisfoction the support of public optnoon both in 

RAilAmtion l)r · 
Judielnl nnd 

Executive Admioll• 
tr&tioo, 

England and in India which tho question of the separation of jadioinl and executive 
functions in the administration of justice hao received, and this Congreaa once again appeals 
to the ·Government of India and the Secretary of State to take practical slops for speedily 
carrying oullbis muoih-needed reform." 

--I cannot riae to move this re.;,lution withoullailing to remind you of a memorable and 
illustrious name-the name of Mr. Manomohan Ghooe (oheet'll),-intimately associated with 
the preoent resolution. You all kDDw Mr. Manamohan Ghoae WBI not only one of lho 

Ma J. Csowonar. 
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pioneers of our political progress. Ria name wae also associated ~th all onuses of progress 
and reform in our country. · Leaving aside the questions of publie life I may say the 
present resolution fell within the provinee of his own profession. · You all know that 

· Mr. Ghoso enjoyed the largest and.longtst criminal practice in Bengal. When l say that 
an Advooate of the·.Higil Court enjoyed the largest o•·iminal pr•actiee in Bengal it is no 
exaggeration to say that he wae one of the men wh<l had the largest experience, if not 
the mau who had the lar•gest exper:ience, in India as regards the administr·ation of criminal 
justiee in the mofussil. He had devoted the whole of his life-long labour for securing 
the separation of the judicial from the executive functions, beoause he in his practical wo1·k 
had experienced the· difficulties and th~ drawbacks of the blending of the two which has 
made the administration of justice in our country a very difficult . task aud to a great 
extent prejudicial to the people who seek justiee nt the hands of the execuLive. . You know 
that through bislif...:long lubour Mr. Ghose collected a number of cases; and through 
thirty yean of experience after making a special study of this subJect, he pr•esented a case 
for the' separation of the judicial fr'Om the executive functions, )Vhich when he first put 
fo~;.ward before the executive Government of Bengal,· the eivilian& in a body laughed at 
and ridiculed hirn. But he persisted in putting it forward ; and we know 'from the 

·organs·of English opipion that they now recognize that he was ,right {oheers), and the 
only objection that they can advunoe-1 do not think. it is a reasun .. ble objeetio!l for not. 
oarrying out this reform-is that GO\'ernment. onnno~ afford it a~ present and that 
they have no money to--spare. :llut ·with regard ___ to that, thesp.Diiers 'wh<f iiealt -with 

. . , ' ., 

this subject in previous years have answered the<mse -pu~ forward by the Seoretury of 
State and othen who are for keeping. the two functions. together, I ask· this 

• Congress to press this subject from year to year till we have accomplished ii.. After . . . -
the exposition of this subject by the late Mr Manamohau Ghose, it will be presumptuous 
on '"'y part 'o add anl"ll!ing, but I may put forth two general grounds for this rnform. 
The first is the question of the division of1abour' and the proper functions of the jqdio~ry 
and executive require thia change. You -find··tbe administration. of oriliiilial Tustice is 
not so popular in this countr•y as the administt·ation of civil- justioo is. You have heard 
fr·om the· report of 'the Public· Ser·vice Commiasion 'and. also on· the authority oi High 
Court Judges and the Advocates· General- and··.other high authorities that ou,··· Munsifs 
and Subordinate Judges are very efficient officers and a very few of their oases when they 
are br'Ought up in appeal in Appellate Courts are reversed. Do yon know what is the 
reason T Beonuse they can administer justice without looking to the right or. to the left. 
They decide the cases on the evidenee and the records before 'th~m..'. But in what positioq 
a~e our Subordinate 'Magistrates I . When they get ·a case they have not only · j;Q rely 
upon the evidence and records before them, but also they have to look bock on what the 
Magislrute who is the responsible bead of the Diatrict. will think. He will perh11ps cal\ 
fm: au ~xplonation as to why they had granted many adjournments. The case might r"" 
qmre ev1de~ee to ~e taken from witnesses who are not forthcoming but the Magistrates 
dare not grve adJournments. Again if the sentence is lenient the Diatriot Magiatrate 
come• down upon the Sub-Magistr·ate and asks him why the sentence was so lenient. And 
then again if ther'O are fewer oonvictions the Sub-Magistrate has to submit an e:rplanation, 
so th•t ho bas to d · · t 1 d · · . . . a mmts er ow un er terror ;· aucl before t_his terrm·· is t~en away 
the udnurust ... tm~ o~ orimin.al justiee cannot bs considered to bs s:itisfactory. I do 
not blame the DIStriCt Magistrate. He is the head of the Police and administratil•e 
head of the District and a• such he has to submit explanl\tion. The figures do not disclose 
the nature of the cases It is to h:s · te d to h · · · · . . • · owu rn rest an . t e mterest of the whole admm1a. 
tration. of ~e Dio.trict that he must submit a good report. U uless the subordinate 
exeout~ves (t.o.) Jorn~ and Deputy Magistrates are made entirely independent of the 
executive head of. the District and unlese they are empowered to administer juatiee 011 

the reoords and evidence before them witilout looking to the right or to the lett or behind 
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or front, there is no chance of getting impartial administration of criminal justice. With Second Day, 
these few words I press this resolution upon your attention. (Cheers.) 

Mr. C. H. 8BTALWAD (Bombay No. 54 on the list) :-Mr. President, Ladies and 
Gentlemen,-! think that no words are required from me to support the resolution. Tho 
principle underlying the resolution has been so well understood and eatabliehod and has 
received the support of two eminent Secretaries of State belonging to ·both parties, th~t it 
is superfluous on my part to say anylhing in support of the principle. To my mind tho 
wonder is that even after acknowledgment of the soundness of that principle by two. 
Secretaries of State the reform has not yet been carried out. When the two Secretaries of 
State.aoknowledged the soundness of the principle, the only way the authorities here dolay 
the carrying out of t)le principle is by atuting thd the roform would entail considerable 
additional expenditure a11d that the country is not in a position to boar that e1penditure. 
My friend the Hon'ble Mr. Mehta in Bombay and Mr. Dutt in Bengal formulated two. 
schemes in which they pointed out that the reform could . be cerried out without any 
addition:ll expenditure. However, the authorities bave chosen to shelve the matter. And 
to my mind the real truth lies in the fact that, the executive authorities aee in this reform 
the curtailment of their uncontrolled power and therefore they do not wish to oarry out this 
reform. · That is the real secret why the reform has not yet been cerried out. , It Ia absolutely 

. necessary that we in this Congre88 should hammer at this queetioa·again and oay to the 
Goyernment~n England that this reform whioh has been repeatedly acknowledged to be 
desirable by both parties should at once be given eft'ect to..._ With these words I beg tn 
~~econd the proposition. Cheers). · ·· 

The resolution was put to the yote •n4 carried unanimously. 

The President: The next proposition runa in these termo :-"That this Congress is 
glad. to note that the Government o! India has appointed a Famine Commission and hopes 
~hat the Commission will institute a searching inquiry into the matter. At the same time 
this Congress once again desires to repeat ita conviction that fa minoa are due to lhe great 
poverty of the people, brought on by the drain of the woallh of the country which baa been 
going on for years together, and by the excessive taxation and ovor.aeaoaement consequent 
.on a policy of extravagance followed by the Government both in the Civil and Military 
departments, which have eo fnr impoverished the people that at the firat touch of acaroity 
they are rendered helpless and m118t perish anleSB fed by the Slate or helped by privata 
charity. [n the opinion o! lhis Congress, lhe true remedy against the recurrence of famine 
)iea in lhe adoption of a policy which would enforce economy, husband the resources of the 
Stoia, foster ·the de-.:elopment of· indigenous and local arts and industries whioh have 
practically been extinguished, and help forward the introduction of modern arts and 
industries." Gentlemen, with the exception of that reference to the Famine CommiSBion, 
~hie ia praotioslly the reSQlution No. 12 al the last CongreSB when this subject wa1 
~horoughly disouased. II is believed thai i~ is unnecessary to put forward apeaken on t!)ill 
matter. I therefore put it from the chair, 

The resol11tion was cerried unanimously. 

The P 1esident: The Congresa will now he adjourned for tbe day and will· re.aaaemble 

11t 11-30 a.m. .to-morrow. The meDJbera of the B~>bjecta' Committee will moel here in 
)lall an ltoitr.-

18 
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THIRD DAY'S PROCEEDINGS. 
-------oo~i~~i~s~----

• 
Wednesday, the 29th December, 1897. 

The Congress roass~mbled at 11-80 A.H. · 

The President :-Gentlemen, the first resolution to be placed before you. runs thue :

.. . . "That this Congres• expresses its heart-felt gratilude to the British publio and to the 
peoples of the British Colonies, the United States of America and other foreign oouutriee 
f<Jr the generous aid afforded by them to the starving millions of this country during the 

. late dreadful visitation of famine, and also wishes to place on record its high appreciation 
of the services which many men and women-English and Indian-residing in this country 
rendered, and ·the pecuniary- help they gave for the relief of those afl!ioted by that 
calamity. · 

, "And that it be an instruction to the various Co~grosa Commit toea to raise a sum of a 
thousand ponnds, to be sent to the Lord Mayor of London, on behaU of the Congress, in 
order that he migM be pleased to put some memorial in some conspicuous part of London 
expressing the gratitode of the peqple of India for the help rendered to them during the 
time of the last famino.'' 

I think it is unnecessary that any speeches should be addressed to yon on this reoolu• · 
lion, and I, thereiore, propose to take your votes on it. Those that are in favour of it will 

· signify their intention in the usunl way, (Voioea "All, all;" some few cries of "No, no.'') 
Then I take it, it is carried, liut not unanimously. I should like to point out that no 
speaker should •exceed five minu~s, -and I should aalr. you, gentlemen, not to-encourage 
breach of rules by saying " Go on, go on," after I have given the oignal to atop. The 
Hon'ble Mr. N. Subba Row Pantulu will move the next resolution. 

The Hon'ble MIL N. Sonu RAo (MadriiB, No. 4 on the list) :-Mr. President, Ladies 
and Genll.emen,-The proposition which I have the honour to plaoe before "'you moo ao 
follows:- • 

"Thl4 having regard to the wisdom of the policy of appointing to the Governorships 
of Madras and Bomboyi!teteomen from England to the exclnoion of the services in India, 
this Congrese is of opinion that it is deoirable that the Executive Governments of thooo 
Provinoea should be administered by the Governors with Councils of three Members and 
not of two Members, a• at present, and that one of the three Councillors ahoulcf be other 
.than a member of the Indian Oivil Service." 

At first sight this resolution may 11ppear to be more of a provinoisl charaoter, but a 
cilose examination of the wording and import of this resolution will show that it is lmperial, 
that it is closely connected with England's polioy towards India, that it io cloaely con· 

· .nected with the intentions of the Queen-Empress as conveyed in the Proclamation of 1858, 
a proclamation according to which all subjects of Her Majesty in India ahould be placed on 
equnl footing and ehould be admitted to all the oflioea irrespective of creed or oolonr. Hither
·to, gentlemen, the chief planlr. in oDr Congrese programme was the reform of the Legiolative 
,Councils of the country. That reform we have pressed on the attention of the GOTemment 
here and in England year after year Thanlr.a to the elforto of the leaders of the Congreao, 
.thanks to the efforts of Mr. B..;dlaugh (cheers), the reform hao been aooompliohed. 
Tboogh the oonoeasion granted by che. Government hao not been so liberal as we wished 
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it te be, still the co~oossion b...i been o1 great"beneiH both to ~ rulers as well as to 
the ruled. It has bee~ enforced in different prorinces durin!!' the las~ four years, and both 
tho rulers and tberpled, both the experts w!J,o ~1\""ge the Governm,ent of the country, 
and tho members ,;ho have been sent up under the new Act, have come' to undersund each 
other and if we can summari~e the results of the 'working of this new act, 1 we may brieily 
say that though the additional members of Goveinment ·sent up ~nder the new ~~~~ are· 
expected to criticize the measures of Government and are recogU1zed as useful adJuncts 
of the CounoU,-,their oriti~isms are r~ceived and taken· into consideration in the way in 
which the Govemment best thinks proper and no more ; and they . are bound to criticise 
and ~he Government is bound to hear and no more; and therefore so far, we can say 
we have been attacking as it were the outer waUs of th~ ~mple of the. Government .. '.We 
!lOW press by this resolution to get.into the i.nner po1' l-ion of __ ~his teml'le, and try to reform 
that inner porti()n, for though this reform hall been carried out for the _last four years, 

·the spirit of the ~dministration has not· changed; t!J.e\spirit of jsol11tlon that bBS feen. the 
feature of the British administration in this country-still continues and ~herefore ~t js the ' . wish, object and aim of this Congress to fuse as ..it w~re both the _rulers , and the ruled 

I (hear, hear), and to make ~)jem !mhued '!Vith 01!8 in4entjcal spi1it in. India. That1 is th~ 
aim and object of the Congress, and it is with that ohjec~ we have been placing resolutioiJ 
after resolution before the Government, and it is to carry ont that objed that this res~l~tion 
io moved. Though at first sight it may appear to apply to the Presidencies of Bombay an<! 
Madras, still it is imperial in its character, and if properly "'!tried out and extended in due 
course to the other Presidencies, it will bring \'bout th~t spirit which we all so much desir~, 
Gentlemen, we find that at present the administration of the expe~ta, whose administrntio1;1 
we value certa1nly very much, is shrouded with ignorance of the real wants lind wishes 
of the people. This administration does not associat~ itself with those who have got tb,e 
deepest insight into the aspirations and feelings of the people; and it is our earnest prayer· 
that the Government of the country should BSsociate itseU with those who can .best advise 
it with regard to the various measures which it takes in hand. ,J:t is--hardly -necessary for 
me to dilate upon the elforb of .this administration.. Recent< events have brought this. 
maller_ very forcibly to the minds of the rul~rs as well as the· ruled. ·I ,say ·rule1·s mor~ 
than the ruled,-hecauss it is more the object-lesson to the rulers of the country rather than 
to us. 'For who~ a shot ,i, fil'ed by a f~natic,, wh() revels tQ be within· the four walls of a 
prison, the ~vern!"ent of a P~esiden,cy _loses its _calm... deliberative instincts and aU,on a 
sudden you lind deportations take place, you find punitive Police -pla;,.,d upon an~iniluential 
aod loyal ci_ty, you find v~rions other measures ad<l!'led by ~he GQvernmenl_ JVhioh tak~ 
us by ~u~pr>se. And .'h~ ~ourse ol con4uot can onl;r ~eexploined on \q• hyp~t~sis tha~ 
there 1s 1gnoro.ooe re1gmng in the Counpi~ of -.Bombay. G~ntlemcl!, ~he lru_th ,is th11,t 
the Anglo-Indian ~ind does not move suffic~e~tly .. f.<irw~rd- to-· gr.Sp. th~ 'conditi~ns of, 
!JlOdern India. It does '!OI move forward toe grasp·' th; conditlQns o( the" i~di~ ~f tqe. 
·universities, the India ofthe ·colleges and the :rndjn of,t1J.~_Nati~''"~9,on_g~381 ___ .. _ 1 

. ,'f Who' we have to choose,'' says a writer in the Sla!••mt~li, ,; is between 0 reiill~ intperial 
pohcy and the s~tlled c:ontinuanoe of simple o$cialism·. , •. ,_ ··'·--· ~ .. ,While the 
En~lish '?ind in In~ia has !leon ~ompted to stan.d still, arrested by the ~ntemplation of the 
fruJ~ of ~ta elf?rls 1D former times and by the symmetry of the shrine the pride of ita own 

· prsallOn m whu~ it lingers to o~e'r.inceDl!e to its P""t successful.lahours; the Indiari mind 
l>ns ~een marohmg Ql)· eage-r and anxious to expand its own sphere of action to do what it 
for 118 own part bOll to do " · Th l"d - · · . . · · · • · . e so 1 strength ·of the Roman Emp'"a 
""nBJBted m the franchise of"''-e Ro .,. • be' ' • • ,. . .. . • . "' ll!•n Ohnen mg open to the conquered nations 1n 

. propor~lOn. to the numanoal'st~ngth and reality of their enfranchisement. The· true idea 
pf emp1re lS radically inconsistent with such· a pol1"o.._y for E · . 

· · h'- -• . . . • mp1re.. means extension -of t~q 
p~ !" ~ ";!lZe.nsh•p to all ~he l'!'Ces '!f 'Y~t4 i~ CQDBia~s. ·~. . . _ ... 
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~ 'l have made. a long extract of O.ia beoa\llle it clearly embOdies onr views and onr asp ira· 

· tiona and the duty of the Government towards the people of the land. Therefore the 
question naturally arises :·What ia the remedy for this state of things r What are the moa• 
wriis to be adopted r What happened in Bombay will happen to-morrow in Madras or in 
Bengal or N. W. P., for where ignorance ia supreme, where there ia no cloae contaot be
tween the people and the rulers, there 1s many a misrepreaentation and a distorted view taken 
ef the conduct -of -the edueated community and of tb,e people a\ large ; and therefore tho 
question before 1111 ia what ia the remedy that we should apply, what ia 'the prayer with 
whioh we should go before the Government and what is the resolution whioh we should adopt 

· for the betterment of the Indian GO'I'ernment! I submit .that one of the eBBential requisites 
for the proper understanding of the Indian people is that the Executive G-overnments of 
:Bombay and Madras should wociate with themselves an Indian who.is born and bred in 
·the .oountry; who understand& ·ilia real feelings of his fellow·country~en; and therefore we 
say that the Executive Government should consist of not two members as at present, but 
should have three members, that is, oie more1 and that one member should not be a member 
ef the indian Civil Sernoe.-· - -~ ---- · . - --- · . 

Gentf~en,you ar~ all aware that in the highest Judioial Courts of the land, Natives 
are given eeats to administer justice, and they are found competent to administer justice aida 
by side with their English· brethren. The name of Sir T. Muthusami Iyer (cheers), the 
21ame of :Mr. Telang of :Bombay (oheers), the name of :Mr. Gurudas Banuerji of Calcutta 
(oheers)-these and several othen whioh we can easily recall-show how Indians are foond 
fit to Wte their seats ·in the highest Judicial Cburts of the laud; and if they are found fit for 
.seats in tho Judicial Courts, should they bofcnnd wanting, i1 they have seats in the Executive 
Councils of the Goveo:nment! Ia it not strange that in this vast country where thore is so 
muoh talent,· gentlemen should· go out of the British service and find employm~nt in 
Native States f Is it not stl'ange that a gentleman like Dewan llabadur Srioivas Roghava 
Iyengor of Madras should seek the Dewanship of the Baroda State and oould nol rise to a 
position nigher than -that. of the Inspector General of Registration T Ia it not strange that 
Sir T.'Madha~a-Rao should show all hie talent in Travaocore, Baroda and Indore f You 

.,.,..,.n-ea•ily'1Dultiply inalanoes to show that the present administration does not at all foetor 
.real talent in the country and does not at all try to march with th6 timu and to allay the 
-.l.iscontent thati&oao•ed by !be ill'lated.-wey in which. the admiaiatratioa is carried on. 
(Hear, )lear.) 

. · Never before in the administration of this country wo.s 'ouch a speptacle seen of divorc
ing knowledge from the administration of the country. We do not at all lind fault with 

· thorpn~sent administrators, with regard to their good intentions, with regord to their 
• mpaoity; What we complain against them is thot they are wanting in thot knowll4lge of 

and eympathy 'with the aspirations of the country whioh is necossory for lho pr.;'greasive 
eoll,llitions of this coontry. (Cheers.) I therefore submit lhit resolution to you for your 
accepta'nce, and I • have no doubt that if real Indian statesmanship is associated with 
English stotesmanshii! in the Government of different provinces, we shall not see the 
epectacle whiah we have witnesaed in Bombay this year. (Cheer•.) • 
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· ·' :MB. N. 0. KBLKAB (Bomboy,-No. 41 on the Jist) :-Mr. Prcaident, Ladies and ;&Ia.N;O.K•Lua. 
Countrymen,-! have great pleasure in supporting the proposi&n.arhich has been 10 ably 
}'roposed by 'the Ron'ble Mr. Subba Row. There ia muoh indeed to be Mid in favour of 
this proposition, but I s~all confine myself onl7 ~ the ground& over which the able proposor 
has not travelled. .Yon must have observed, gentlemen, that the earlier part ot the proposition 
j)Ontaina.or is based upon the supposition thai it ia a wise polioy. to ap.Poiut to the Govern.;,. 
ships of Madras and Bombay statesmen from England to the ~xclasion of the ac;Yicu in 
Tndia.. I do no~ think that an7bocly ooold objecl' to the wiedom of the policy, !nit · i1 yo11 

J7 . 
.;., 
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oak me whethw it is a wise poliey· I shall have no hesitation in saying' tha£ It iB a verywiS-lJ 
policy. Of oours8' it hos to be- admitted that so ml' the fruition of this policy hns not heeD'! 
hnppy, because our aetuol experience is, whatever the sentimed 01• theory may be, that 101 

far very few people who ho.v8' rom.. t,Y administer. the pt·esidenoie&of Bombay and_ Madr..,.., 
could. really be called E~ish- statesmen. without> a comptete outro~- upon the lim!!Uage~
Our bitter experience has gotre so far that sometimes, as you all know, we had to· ·nooept\ 
mere sportsmAnship for statesmanship: (Hear, hear.} And, gentlemen, there iii a gm>d reason; 
why thi& should be so... Yon know _probabl1 thnf. in Engiand they' dO'- not regard' .i~ as 111 

A1gl> honour to be a provincful Governor fn India. The Gowrnorahips- of. Madras· aud\ 
llomboy may be offered as a good re~ard fot• faithful and humble mediocrity, or otherwise' 
ihey may be regarded as a trailling ground for the political colt. to be _broken . m: to: be' 
trained for the more aJ!Witioua and ueeful eareera in the colonie! Government ana: the ltome' 
Gofernmeld; and on fu-. oCher hand 11 haa to be seen that. men Hke .. Sir Richard· Temple' 

·and Sir Bortle Frere rising from the inferior ranks· of serYice in Indi11> have proved to thll' 
world that officers in the lower services 011>0 very well fill places of Governor& of_Presidenc.ie&. 
Theoe ••o ~ ditocm>uo to thot wioe poll~y.· Still you have tO iiifiiiii'lhat it is a_ very wise~ 
p~Hcy to bring: out ED'gfieh statesmen o~ . tho• real stamp- to administer th& . executive
Governments of fue B'ombay and Madras Presidencie!t The-admini!.traeion·of a presidency' 
is not a small task, and it is· of great trust, and' though the work falls t&ohnically onder. the
nama of execume wo..Ji:, the man in 'the position of a· Governor must hove a very complete' 
fndioial temperament and he cannot be ouly; an executive officer. He does not knt>w· ·much: 
ofthe country odlle people, but! suppose the ignorance in his ease is only a oi..SsingJ 
It is good that he doelt not lnow, and it i& ob~ious that he- is· not to' ~'Oncern h-imself' wit!> 
th .. debils: He iB' to administer the presidency on. principles only'. ~is posinon .;& like' 
\he 'position of am standing at the helm. A liltle change at the he I Ill' causes in· the' 
long run 11 great segment of area to be cuC up in ~h" oourae· of the ship. So is the case of a 
Governor. If he is liberal, the whole administratiolf is libe•al---; if he iS' 11 oonBervdive, thB' 
whole administration becomes consemrnv~Therefote what we wun~-isc·fuat ·Englishmen 
l>read up in liberty and experienced iJr politics and possessing a · balmy-·aroma-of oul{urEJ 
which we see is possessed by so many English statesmen should be aen1; our to India; and 
you cannot have n moo of this· desonption unless yon .impOI't 'ODe from .England,-Y au: 
know, gentlemen, what the present--constitution oli Bombay nnd MadT..,.. :Governments is. 
There are only two membera in the C..••noil, .,.,{ ~.-.1-.member is-the GO'I•ernor; and 
lately the tendency has been to take away the judicial element from tae Couneil as mu_ch 
. as poeoible and to _pot revenue· members. . W:e. ·J>ave seen_it __ in Jlo~!>a.t~~ iht>: Jatost 
nomination to a membership of the ~ombay Council,_, .M~-.J!.irdwoo4, ,!>aving.,.l'..<!tixed, Sir 
Charles Ollivant, who is a member of the Refenu~ Deparlm~nt, .!•& appo.inted ~o hi!! place, 
'l'lhi!e Mr. Justice Jardine, wh() wns a 11\ember.of the ,J'udicial DepartJl!O!l~ an<\ 11 • .ludg~ o! 
the High Court, and could have fery well been the Judioial Membe1• ~~ ~he Council; had-tO' 
retir~ becanse he ':'""not appointed. It is absolutel:t neceesary t? mov!' su~h.:lt P!QP!>SWo~ 
• Ch1s, and_ plaoe.1~ ~afore the G.:>vernment for. ih aoceptanoe._ ~ c~urse _we .hav~ .n~ 
grudge ogamst mvihans. They ore a class of_very able officers certainly, bu~ the__ thing is
that having played the rolt of officialism, they become. nlmost inlolerabl~ !!P<l.Jfter they 
are placed in the Exeo11tive C'ouncil, it is almost su~e that the administration, does not 

• beoome a very go<!d one;· The disadvantage of there 'i!Oing only twt> mem~ra li..,-·m this : 
that these two members are executive officers. Suppose a pair of horses -]a· yok6d · to 11 

Ollrriage, and both of them are fiery horses. They mu.st naturnlly drive furlonsly ·and fall. 
In fuis way you see that if there are twn membera, and both are owiliana; Jhe administra~ 
tion will get into a bad way, and therefore we have to propose and pnt_it from fuis_ Con
gress that the Exeeutivo Council shonld be a little more expanded, and a third member be 
added ; and we should also go further and aay that the third member shOOld be, if possible, 
a native non-official, aay the sen~or elooled member of the Legisla"ve CounciL· The original 



C sr I 
proposer hllll shown you tha~ ou,r people oan be good Judges and able Counoillors. I do no~ 
think that making laws and reglllationa for th& oountry ia more eO/Jy than the work in the 
EXeoutive !Jomioile, and I .do not see why they shollld no~ be appointed Exeou~ive Coanoil 
members as well. Wilh_ ~hese. t&Jilll!ks I submit this proposition to your oonsideralion. 
(Cheers.) .. .·· . :' .· · . --- '~ · 

- ' .. -· '· 

The resolution waa put and carried unauimonaly. 

The Presiden~ :.-The-next proposition will be ·moved by the Hon'ble Dabu Buren• 
dranath Danerjea.r · ~ • 

The Xon'ble BAHU SunMDIWIATil DANB'RlBA (Col;,u., No. 666 on the Jist) :-Mr.· 
!'resident, Brother Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen,-I have the honour to movo ~ho 
following resolution :- · · ' ' 

- J • • • 

41 That thia Congress respectfully depreoetes the exeroise by the· Governmen~ of ~he 
extraordinary powers vested in them by Bengal Reg11lation III of 1818, Madras Ragnlation 
II of 181Q, and Bombay Regulation XXV of 1827 at a time of peaoe and quiet, and aubmits 
that s11ch powers should be exercised only under such limitations as will ensure their being 
put in f<?roe with the utmost oiroumspeotiou and ease and under a aenae of the highost 
responsibility by the Gover.nment. ' · 

I . . • 

·It (a.), This (loogress therefore urges that none of these regnlations should be pat inCa · 
force except after notification by the Locel Government concerned that the . oiroumatanoes 
oontemplated by the prelllllble of RegulatiQn exist in ita Province or in some definite area. 
within the Province, and that it intends, if neceaaary, to exercise the powera vested in H 1 
and furthe~ that in M case should such power• extend. to keeping a person arrested under 
them in custody for a period longer than three montha witho11t his being brought to. trial 
befor~ a Cou~t 9f. Justice . 

. . "(~J That this Congress while feeling thai the· GoYernment of Bombay muat have 
·acted. under a eense of responsibility, in arresting the Sarilara N atn under Bombay Regu
lation XXV of 182'1', is yet of opinion, that, :five month a naving now elapsed from ouch 
arrest, it is thO' duly of the Government, in the interests of 'j11atioe,- and -also tO-allay -the 
disquiet ancl nneasinesli which hllll been orealed in the minds of tbe people at large by . tho 
arreat, to bring them-the Sardara Natu-totrial without"deiay; or, if the Government 
hn~e no suflioieuteviclenoeagainst them to ·plaoe-·before" li ·court of Jnatioo to releaao 

them." 

Sir; in speaking to this resolution it is impossible lhn~ 1 ehould nohdverUor a. 
moment to tkal magnificent speech which you delivered from the chair, and to whioh we 
all listened with so muoh intereot and,' for my pod, with so muoh admiration. (Cheera.) 
You were pleased to' observe, Sir, in the oouri!8of your preaidentillapeooh-and it is a rs
mark so true, so pregnant, ao aptly dosoriptive of the situation in whioh we find ouraelvei, 
that I thoui;ht it ntoes8ary to repeat it then amd there, in tho oourae of the obaervationa 
whioh I addressed to this asaembly in proposing you to the obair-in that apeeoh, yo11, Sir, 
wem plessed to remark tbal we have ard110111 duti01 before aa. (Ohaars.) Ysa, Sir, th~re 
are solemn, grave, awful responsibilitiea imposed np:~n ua by the esigenoiet of our prsaent 
situation.- (Hear, bear.) We meet to-day under oiroumatancea of groat difficulty and am• 
barrassment. Jl seems as if the gods and men bad combined ngoinst na,.u if lhe porlenll· 
of natnre had entered inCa an unholy combination wilh the powera of men to pile mW. 
lortllne upon iniafor~ue upon;,., ~til we have been driven Ia the very verge of desperation. 
(Cheers.) 'LaSt year we were oonfronte:l with what was properly desoribed aa the groatesl 
famino of theoentury •. Thio year we have the plague instead whioh bids fair to aa111me the 
proportions of a great national cela~ly. But theoe" are ~isitatiOllll of nature ~ which WD 

all must submit. : (CheerL~ On the top of all this, we have a relrog\'Dde and repr088iva 
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policy. inangur~ted hy the G~vernment of the day. (Shame.) ·we stand face to fa~ with 
one of tho greatest ·criS<lS in the history of this oountry. The other day I waa reading the. 

·Englishman new~paper, and the writer made . an observation in the . oourso of a,\ 

Tlf!: Box'BD BABU' 
Su&BMDRAKATB 

BAlf.DJBA. 

· leading article which attraoted my attention. He said that a w~ve ~f unre.st 
was passing through the length and breadth of the country. More truly m1ghl. 1t be sa1d 
that a wave of reaction· '19'08 sweeping aoross . the high. places of Government and was 
inllaenoing the counsels of our rnlers. (Hear, hear.)- Our rnlers.have of late exhibited a 
mar)<ed tendency to make a departure from the ancient, the traditionary,,the time-honoured 
polioy of the Anglo-Indian administration, a polio:r which haa covered the English name in 

· India with imperishable renown and glory. (Cheers.) Lot me take our rulers for a moment 
within the precinots of Parliament and invite them to listen to a debate which took place . 
there in 1833-and let me whisper into their ears \he ~ords, the proplietio words, of one 
of the greatest .Anglo-Indian administrators. (Oheers.) · :Maoanlay, speaking from his plaoe 
in Parliament in conneonon with the Oharter .Aot of 1833 observed:· "I~ may be that the · 
publio minclof India may so expand under our system as to. outgrow that system and that 
our BUbjocts befog 6duoated in. western learning may orave fo•·· ·western institutions. I 
know not whether BDoh a day will ever arrive, but when it does arrive, it will, be ihe 
prondest.d...y in the annale .of England." (Oheers.) That very proud ~ay has come. A 
suocession of beneficent measures has hastened forward. the advent. of that day .. I ask 

· Englishmen to remember ihe -traditions of their glorio~ history in India. Englishmen 
have given us high English eduoation. Tlley-have giVen us a free press, They have con
ferred upon us the-gr~at boon 'o.flooal self-government, one of the most potent -educational 
agenoies at the present moment in ·opwation, and last but not least they have enlarged the 
counoils upon a representanve basis. I see before me and there are within the sound of 
my-voice representatives of .that great Community. I ask them whether they are prepared 
to sti1lo in us those ambitions which they have awakened in our breasts (hear, hear), and 
put back the olock of progress T . Yet that is exactly tlie tendency, of .that policy whioh, 

-·unfortunately has developed itself ·or-recent yelirsln"t1ie 'aifmin!Si,:..tion of India.- ,The, 
marder_o.f two British officers, a tragedy which we all ueplore (hear, hear):...the murder of 
those two officers has led to the inauguration of a polfcy which

1 
I am sure, our rnler8 them• 

selves must oondomn when they have recovered'- from 'the present excitement ancf have 
resumed ths even lenor of thei..-mmas. ·· We,-:Uuin of the- Congress, are the friends of peace' 
and orderly Government. (Hear, near:r We· denounce violence ; we condemn viol~nt 
methode; for we believe in our heart of hearts that order is tho first oondition of politioal 
progreea. ·(Hear, hear.) We know that violence must lead to repreosion; to the strengthen· 
ing of the hands of the executive Government,.~ the suspension of the reign of law.- Could . 
we perBDade ourselves for one moment to believe that these extraordinary proceedings of th~ 
Government of Lord Sandhurst were necessary in the interests of orderly . Government 
':Yo, men of the Oongress, would have accorded to them our unqualified and unstinte~ 
support. (Cheers.). But we regard them as unnecessary and therefore unwise, as a souree 
of embarrassment to the Government and as dangerous to. the liberty of the soiujoot.~ That 
is the view we take with regard to these proceedings of the Bombay Government. ·We 
~nsi~er the quartering of the punitive Police at Poona as a mistake. . We regard the 
lmprlSonment of Mr. Tilak (loud and continued applause and "hip, hip, Hurrah" the 
audience standing to their feel) and of the Poona editors as a slill greater mistake. For 
Mr. Tilak my he~rt ~ ~ull of sympathy: My feelings go forth to him in his pri_son home, 
(Oheers.) .A nat1on '" m tears. Speaking for myself-speaking, I may add, for the Indian 
press, I have no hesitation in saying that we believe Mr. Tilak to be innooent of the 
charges brought a~ainst him. (Loud and continued cheers.) Tho ends of technioal jusllee 
may have been sat•sfi.ed, but the enda of substantial justice have grievously failed, It is 
imposssible lor a native of India to be <lisloyul. (Hear, hear). It is impossible for a na~ 
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~ 'Jl India oUhe attainmenrs, the distinction and the unquestioned pdriotis111. of llfr. Tllok 

(loud and continued cheers) to harbour sentiments of disloyalty towards the British Govern• 
ment. We know that with the maintenance of the British Empire is bound up the 
fulfilment of our political hopea and aspirations. In our present situation loyalty and 
patriotism are inseparaoly linked together. (Oheers.) The incarosration of the Natu bro
th~:s was ~still graver mistake. H is a proceeding which will be condemned by all 

Brlt1sh .subJects, by all friends of liberty in all parts of the world. British aubjeots, no 
maller m what pari of the world their lot may be cast, no maller under what particular 
form of Government they may live, whether they be the free citizens of our sell-governing 
colonies or the voiceless aubjects of unrepresenlod dependenoiea, have all a he.:,ditary and 
tJ·~Iionary interest in maintaining inviolate, free f1·om eno.Oachment of autocratic power, 
the mvaluable possession of personal liberty which is !he inalienable birlh·right of British 
subjects and the indefeasible adjunct of British citizenship. Therefore, whenever violent 
hands are laid on that great right, the proosed.ing is caleulatcd lo send a thrill of horror 
throughout the length and" breadth of the broad dominions of the Queen• which are linked 
together no less by oommon allegiance to a common sovereign than by the joint parEicipa
tion in the inestimable blessings of a great, free ~nd noble constitution. (Oheen.) Gentle• 
men, the voice of protest, therefore, which we raise here t<Hlny will elicit a sympathetic 
response from the heart of~'tr.ue born Brilon and will be endorsed by the verdict of . . . 
civilised mankind... Englishmen have won for themselvea the Magna CharltJ and the 
Ha6eaa 00l'p...;-'The pripciples which underlie those oonOSBsions are embalmed in their 
glorions constUntion, The oonslitation, I have no hesitation in aaying, is ours by birth· 
right ( oh.eer.s) ; born British SJlbjects, we are entitled lo the privileges of British subjecls. 
W)lo will fil~ away these righls frOfll,ns f We are resolved and thia Oongrou will take 
i)le pledge, you and I will enter into a solemn league and oovenant. (Cheers.) Lei it go 
lorlh from this hall, lei it impregnate the public mind of India, we are rasolved by every 
constitutional means that may be available lo ns to aasert under the Providence of God 
{)lear, heal') our righls as British subjecls, not theleaat important of which ia tlie ineslim· 
able right of personal liberty. (Loud cheers.) You, Sir, were pleaaed lo say !he other day 
that diM Roma!IUI 111m waa the boas! of the ancient world. Civ•'• BrittJnieu• 111m is tho 
distinction of the suhj"'lll of 'hat Greater Britain to which we all belong. All English 
Governments, no matter in what part of the world they may be situated, are tho otr.hoots, 
the emanations of that great constitution of which the Hab•a• CorP"' and the Magna 
Charla are the key~lones. It was seriously oonlended by Mr. Ansley in the great Wababi 
Q&Be which was tried by the High Oourl of Calculla in 1870 thai the Government of 

. India acted ullrt1 vir•• in enacting Regalalio!l' ill of 1818 and other ecgoate regalations. 
Sir, I am not a lawyer and In this gala_xr -~f di•lioguisbed lawyers I do not propoaa to 
discuss this queation..,I}ake·my stand upon a higher ground, upon the muoh stronger con· 
sideration of expediency and justice, which are superior lo all legal technicalities. If the 
Governme'ut possessed the, rigM of enacting Regulation III of 1818 aaeaming that they 

· bad the right, the question that I want you lo consider with me is whether the Government 
were wise, whether they were justified in arresting and detaining the Nato brothers. 
Well~~ Sir, at a very early stage of the caae soon after the arrest of the N atu brothera 
Mr. Michael Davill put a question in the Honse of Commons. (Cheera.) I think I onder
stand the significance of that cheer. Of Mr. Michasl Davill it ia impouible lo apeak at 
a gathering of my countrymen without according to his personality the trij>ule of our 
respect and admiration for his sympathy, his nnstioted sympathy, in this the hour of 
our sores! need. (Oheers.) Well, Mr. Michael Davill aakeda question bot got precious little 
in the way of information from Lord George Hamilton except this : that the N atu 
brothers had been arrested with tho aanction of1he Secretary of Stale. Bot even the 
most astute of diplomatisls i.e nof; alwaye able lo keep ~ogs lo himaeU, and on the 
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· f ·h· budge• debate Lord George Hamilton ·somewha~_ admiUe<l-the .public 
•Thi dDay occnstono 'V ' . d . f h N . r ' . ..,. fid He gave the. rensons for the arrest an detenttoo. o t e alu mto ....., COD once. , .\ . 

Resolution XU. ... T •h easous <>enl!emen I desire to invite your attenhon for a mmute 
Exerclae of ntra.. browers. o • ese.r ' o- ' .. 
ordinary ~wera • I · ed not read the extract from the proceedings of the debate m the House of or .. wo. ne - . . " .L'L 
veated in vern· C Wba' Lord George Hamilton said in substance was th1s : ouere was a 

ment.• ommons. • · B . .. , 1 h ) I 
I t •- bvert British rule I suppose,. among the Poona ruumans · ( aug ter - .am 

Tua Ho•'aLI B••• P 0 "' su ' ' · d 't b }' d •h • th • f 
SuaEHDJI4lfATB • to the· Poona Brahmans presently-" an 1 was e teve •. a. e arreso o 

B•••""BAo :mmJ tu brothers would lead. to the unravelling of this_ plot._" A plot I · A o~nspiracy I 
W~o a:e the conspirators and what are the objects . of this conspiracy r Mind you, it is 
· ot a blata'nt demagogue or a congressman•like myself who speaks, but a minister of the 
:.Own-the responsible head Qf the Government of India. · When •he says chat there is a 
plot, that there are conspirators, that the_ air is surohar~ed with sedition, we listen to 
him with both our ears wide open. I ask IS there any -evtdence for this _ plo~ r There 
is absolutely none, and I will nsk you to say also with me that·'there is none (cries of 

__ -~Nime,-nrmej;-No, not a titl!e of evidence in support 'of this extraordinary assumption. 
On the contrary, .;;hat evidence there is completely demolishes the theory of Lord Geor~ 
Hamilton. (Hear, hear.) Take the C!!!!:!ession of Chapekar, poor Unfortunnt~t Chapekar, 
(Laughter.) (A European gen~leman at 1liarepm:ter's tables: ",Is he the murderer" f) He-

. may or may not be the murderer. We need not take a jump-iQto the unknown like Lord 
George Hamilton and say that he is. Whll'lher he is th~ murderer )>r not:_ is a matter 
which has yet to be decided by a judicial tribunal. :!il,ow, gentlemen, 19'1- u& toke . the' 
confession of Damodar Chapekar. To that cOnfession the- dignity of official recognition hns
been extended. He has been treated as the veritable murd~rer. His confession hns been 
duly recorded. He hns been brought before -the. Magistrates time after tium ;"·witness ... 
have been examined upon the basis of his Confession. To all interim and. purposes hi& 
atotement -has been regarded as making important· revelation· of facts. · What does 
Chapekar say about this conspiracy r Who are the conspirators r Himself and his worthy 
brother. ('Laughter and eheera.} If you "accept his atatement it must _be said, the
Congress should say it and I wi!l say it on your behulf, that it absolutely ab~olves the
Po.ona Brahmans of all complicHy in this so-c.;lled plot. (Cheers.) (A voice.:_., The gym• 
nasium of the Natn brothers.''} I will come to that point by and by;. In the· last century 
the great Edmlllld Burke, speaking from his place in the House cif Commons, pleading forr 
justice, pleading for mercy, pleading for· the conciliation with Amer;:,.., made that ever 
memorable remark which ought to be engraved in characters of gold on the portais of the' 
India Office: "I cannot frame an indictment against the whole nation:" (Cheers.) But 
Lord qt>orge Hamilton has performed this impossible task (shnme), and no doubt )t is a
matter of shame that upon· evidence 'which would not justify the hanging of il dog or a 
cat, the Secretary of State should bring this grave charge against a· comDlUni~y Which ill 
th~ past pl~y~d an important part in the history of India (ch~e .. J-1 hope.! am not 
guilty of sedtt,_on (laughter)-and which still- consilutes the intellectuul aristowacy of the' 
Western Prestdency (cheers), barring ·of course, my friend Mr. Wacha and a few Parsee· 
gentlemen of light and leading associated in the work of the Congress, ·Now; I wish t()O 

turn , to the point to which you have been kind enough to draw my attention, · As :regeros 
tho Nntu brothers, what does Chapeknr say r He says he knows nothing "t ·au aboUt the 
elder ~atu; Tntya Sobeb he knows •lightly, and ouly on one occnsionhe had been to the 
gym~astum kept by Tn'!a Snheb. .(Cries of "Is it enough f'l) Quit"' "!!ough pe~haps for 
~e Government of lndm. (Laughter and cheers.} Nor is this uii. ~ Chopekar's statement 
18 auppot·ted, completely aupported, by the irresistible logic o! facts. -The murder& 
were -:ommitted'on the 22nd June. The arrests were .made .to;.rda.· the. end of July. 
(A vo•:m-26th July.) ·That is still better. I ask, brother delegates, does fl stlllld to rensou, 
ISSUmmg that •Lere w · 'h ... 

"' OS a consptracy, ' at ..... COnspirators slept over thji matter for nearly 
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a whole month-and ai a itme when tho Government was paralysed an~ panic-stricken, 
at a time when nothing ~ad been done to frustrnte the designs of the conspirators r Does 
U stand to reason that they alept over this conspiracy for the period of a whole month, 
when they might have dono something to give efFect to their designs, and then quietly 
allowed themselves to be arreeted T Tbie is not the way of conspirators. This is not tho 
yvay how Guy Fawkes acted on a memorable occasion. Tbe momenta are preoioua wiLh 
consph·ators. Now or never is the rule of al(conapirney. (Hear, hear.) Thoro is thua not 
~ particle of evidence to conneet' Nata brothers with ·any conapiraey, muoh less with 
the Pooria tragedy; and yet ihe)i have been detained for live months without a trial 
and without a word of public explanation, and the Government of Bombay deolincd 
to toke advanloge ol the splendid opportunity whioh ofFered itself the other day to ox
t>lnin the situation in reply to certain questions .. ked in the Bombay Coun<!ll. Tboy 
rejPcted that ·opport~n:ity, evaded the ~-~ •.raised and refused all informotion. The 
Government was asked to state whot wore the grounds for the detention of the N atu 
brothcrR. Lord Sandhurst replied that they were detained for reasons of Stoto. We did 
:bot want the authority of Lord SandhaiSI to iell1JS tb,.t-;' wo know lha~ ll ,.ao for roosons 
of State thafi they ha-re·been arrested and detoined. We wont to know-the public wont 
to know-what these rell§ons of Slate are, We have a right to know what these rooson1 
of State are. It is playin& with the question, it is trilling with the matter to say that they 
were detained for reasons o~ St~te. Every now and then we are reminded of our obligo
'tions and our responsibilities. mave the Government no obligations T Are all the obligo• 
tio'ns on our •ide, and is it not the highest obligation· of the Government to loyally, 
faithfully, and in all honesty ·of purpose, to give efFect to Parliamentary statutes in· tho 
benelicenilo8pirit in which those statutes have been conceived? · I oannot help thinking 
that 'tho answer of the Government involves disloyalty to Parliamentory atotutes and 
afFords a deliberate aft'ronl to the publio senlimed and the people of India. I am sorry 
to have to speak of the Government of Bombay in these terms; I am sorry that I have not 
:lUnch afFection ~or the Gol'ernment of Born boy. Brother delegatee, seourity of life and 
property are the great foundations upon which rests the vast, the slupendouo, the colossal 
fabric of British rule in India. What becomes then of these inestimable biOSBings if a& 
any moment your property may be confiscated, and you may b .. arrested, kept in custody 
for months together, without a trial and without a word of explanation r What becomes 
of the boasted vannt' of the boon of personolliberty and peroonal security under British 
rule nnderthcae circumstances r Well, brotlier delegates, I think thai nuder lbe circum
stances we ere justified in pressing, if not for the repeal, at any rate, for a substantial 
modification of these regulations. There are three regulations beating upon thia JDatter
Regulation Ill of 1818 of Bengal, Regulation II of 1819 of Madras, and Regulation 
XXV of 1827 o!_Bombay. These regulations arm tho Go,·ernment with tho power of 
detuining any person in. custody for the reasons set forth in the preamble. 'l"ho reosons 
alated in the preamble are thC8e! "The maintenance~~ the nllianoos botween lho British 

·:Government and foreign Statee, the presenalion of tranquillity in the protected Native 
· States and the security of the British territory agaillllt internal commotion." These re

gulations were passed in 1818, 1819 and 1827. Thia is the year of Grace 1897. The most 
recent of the regulations therefore was passed 10venty years back, only nine years nfter 
the domination ol tho Pesbwas had ~me to an end. There might have boen some justification 
for thesa regulations in those early timee when the Dritish Empire was yet in its infancy,. 
and .when_ .there were so mony elements which constituted a danger to the State. 
Is there any the smallest justification for them at the preoent moment I (C•iea ol "Non•.;') 
None whatever-! entirely agree wiLh yon. We have a vast and stupendous fabric of law 
reared up. by the. genius and labours of a succesoion of eminent lawyers-one of the most 
~nifioent systems of jurisprudence th.at the world has ever seen. Are not our laws amJ'ly 
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sufficient £o meet all po11ible and impo11ible cases of crime tb..t-miiY'l~rr'To say that
these regulations are ne00118ry is io-aay that-<>ur-legal system is defective. Lord George 
Hamilton has indeed come forward with an explanation in justification of these regula
tions. I need not read to you the. exact words·of that explanation. This is what he says 
in substance. , He says that in India thore is a large fund· of religious and politic.U . fanati
cism. Fund of fanaticiam seunds queer, but that is the language of the Secretary of State 
and I bow to it. (Laughter.) The exiatsnce of religious fanaticism I admit, but political 
fanaticism I have never heard of. If the Secretary of ~tats is cognizant of suoh a thing, 
he knows more than most people conversant with Indian afFairs. This religious and 
politiolll fanaticism, he proceeds to describe, is more dangerous than dynamite,-it might 
explode .at any moment and subvert the empire. In order fo be furnished with necessary 
aafeguarda against this religions fana~ioism, it is necessary, aays Lord GeoT,ge Ha"!ilton, 
that we should be provided with special powers, with 11 reserve of powar. I am prepared 
to meet Lord George Hamilton on his own groun<r: Every Government,. being the fouu.. 
tain of authority, the repository of sovereign power, necessarily po11e11es this reserve of 
power whiob_il con alway• amP'"¥ ~meet tho o!EigeD•iea oi State. Look at the state of 
Ireland. Ireland has been.in a condition of chronio disaffection for the l.ist aix centuries. 
Has it been nece11ary to provide the Government of Ireland with a reserve of power to be 
employed for purposes of coercion t' Nothing of the sor~ When repressive measures 
had to be resorted to; all that was done was that the Haosa8 C~rpUI Aot w..S suspended. 
Look at the extraordinary powers which the Home Secretary possesses. . The Home 
Secretary can arrest and keep in custody anybody he likes, but he must, before he leaves 
office, bring in an Indemnity Bill before ,Parliament which afl'ords him an opportunity for 
justification and his opponents an opportunity for oriticism. We want much..Iess than 
what was necessary for Ireland. We· don't want, at least for the present, thaf•the 
Habeaa Corpus should he extended to the interior. We would of courae gladly have it if 
we could get it (heaD, hear) ; but the probabilities are that we can't gel it. 'Therefore oup 
suggestion is this : thai' the regulations sh.Oold be snspendsd by legislative enactment, 
and that i{ it be necessary to revive any of the regulations, then a procl0mation should be 
illued in respect of a definite area, slatin~r the Deascri.s for the issue of such proclamation, and 
in any case, if a person .is arrested under the regulation, he is to be kept in custody only 
for three months and no longer. Ladies and gentlemen, I do not· know thd I should, 
be justified in detainting yon any longer. (Caries of" Go on, go on.") We have roicordad 
our protest, We have done our duty. The Government of India may change its policy, 
but we, the men of the Congress, true to ourselves, remain firm in our allegiance to those 
principles which gave birth to the Congress movement, and which will ensure ·to ·n- its 
abiding utility. Now as of old, we raised aloft the banner of constitutionalism on which 
are engraved in oharacters of light the words· " devotion to the British Crown and the 
sacred interest& o4ur .country." (Cheers.) Now as of old, we wish for the permanence 
of the Bri\ish rule. (Jleiir;-helll".j.._~ow as of old, we wish to see that rule oonsecra'ted by 
the ties of eternal justice and the pvinCipTes of universal freedom. We wish to~ see that 
role ennobled and. solidified by the frank and cordia( acceptance hy our rnlers of the true 
principles of British administration. (Cheers.). We appeal to them to!'bjure despotic methods. -
Despotism has been ]lanished from Europe. Banished by whom T "By England, the 
august mother of free nations. (Cheers.) .And it is her. high mission in Asia ·to supplant 
despolio melhodo by the forms of constitutional Government. Our rulers cannot remain 
stationary. Lcrd"Lansaowne said on a great occasion that men and things cannot stand 
s~ill in this Empire of the Queen. Nor can they go back. By this ir-resistible mandate 
of nature, by the ordinances of divine Providence, they are bound to pre11 forward in 
that career of beneficence and progre11 which has added to the stability of British role 
in I11dia and which has won for it the lastiog gratitude of the teeming millions of_ my 



IJOuntrymen. · To us it is a mailer of inexj.l'tl8Sible regret tb.d in this year oi the JubilOe, 
while the rest or the Empire are rejoicing in the acoeaaion of enlarged. freedom, or ex
tended trAde, and of univeraal happineoa, we the people of India ahould have to deplore 
the retrograde ~olicy of the Government !)f India : an!! the biUcmcas of this diaappoin'
tnent ia intensified by the·re"!lection that ~n the paat, in aU celebration~ oonuectcd with 
the augast poracna!ity of OUr graoioa• So,vereign (cheers) a &ubstantiol boon WBB oonforred, 
or at any rate the promise of a substanti~ boon was mado. In 1857 when Her Majesty 
undertook the Government of this country, aha oonsecrated her connection by ilia iaauo of 
tbmtproclamation which is our Magna 1Jharta (cheers), our watch-word, our battle-cry, 
.the gospel of our political deliverance. 'In 1877, when Her Gracious Majealy aasumod the 
Imperial title, the solemn promise was ~ade for the wider employment or the people of 
India in the public aarvice of their country. In 1887, when ilia Jubilee •waa colcbrated, 
Lord Dufferin foreshadowed the expam;on of the councils on a representative bGBis, ana 
what have we got in the year 1837, in oonnection with the crowning celebration or the 
most glorious reign that the world J>os ever seen r A profusion of titles ana aecorationl 
confer:red upon peracns, some of whom are men like Sir Manchurjee Bhownagree (oriel 
of " f3!tume"), followed \ly a policy of repreasion and retrogression. But I do not despair. 
There 111'1! elelllente or hope that cheer and stimulate ua in the aepth of our despondency. 
The attention of the British public hBB been prominently oalled to Indian questione. We 
have only met with a temporary check. H may be in ilia words of Mr. Gladstone (oheera), 
whose 'birthday is to-day, that the banner which we hold aloft may droop in our einking 
hands, 'but there can be no doubt that othet'8 ·will rise, who born in happier times and 
under more fortunate oonditioliS and aided by the irresistible foreas which silently develop 

· themselves in the busom of society, !"ill carry that ·llag, if not, to an easy, at any rate,. to an 
, assured victorz. The noblest heritsge that we can leave to our chlldren is the heritage 
of enlarged rights, safeguorded by the loyal devotion and ferve~t entbusiaam of an eman
cipated people. U we are not able to do that, let ua see to it that the rights and privP. 
leges which have como down to ua from the past, and whioh we hope to transmit to those 
who come after us, may remain unimpaired and untarnished. H io inspire~ by ouch feel• 
ings and animated by such convictiona that we desire to reoord this emphatic protest against 
these arbitrary proceedings of the Government, and I am sure, having regard to the 
jua\ice of our cause and the righteouanesa of our demand, the great God of ndiona who 
silently and slowly but with irt•esistible might loads kingdoms and communities onwarda 
to their destined ends will vouchsafe to our prayer hill choicest hlesaiogs in plentiful 
abundance. (Loud and continued applause.) 

lb. R. K. R. CAVA (BQmbay, No. 55 on the list) :._lt:r. President, Brother Delegatee, 
, Ladies and Gentlemen,-After the splendid ana exhaustive speech that you have jusl 

hend and which you and I woqld have been pleased to have heard for the whole day 
(cheers), I rise to aaoond this proposition with great diffidence. But, gentlemen, we must 
progreas, and t_herefore I will say a few words, and hope you will give attention to the 
aame. Gentlemen, the Regulation about which thia rosolution is framed, wu paased 10 • 

far back as the year 1827 in Bombay. That Regulation states in ita preamble the reBBOna 
why the Regulation wll8 enacted : " whereas for reasona of State embracing the due main
tenance of the alliance formed by the British Government with foreign powere, the pre
servation of tranquility in the territoriea of Native States entitled to ita protection ana 
the security of the British dominions from foreign hoatility and from in tarnal com
motion." Well, gentlemen, you see that looking over those troubloua times when the 
British power in this country was in ita infancy, and looking to the preamble of tbie 
Regulation which I have just read, it ie perfe~ly clear that thia enactment was made to 
be uaed in times of great danger and difficulty when there waa any appreheoaion • of 
foreign invasion or internol rebellion. This was 70 yean ago. Daring that perioa India 
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hal progreesecl.under fue bene6.oent rule .of fue Queen·'Empresa of India; so fa,. as it eon 
make that progrees, by coming into contact with western civilisation •• Gentlemen, sinee 

. fue Government of India passed to .Ole QReen-Empreaa, we all know. th11t fue British rule 
haa baen·well estllbliahed and well founded, not only on ita own strength, .but elso. on the 
contentment and loyalty of the people of India. Then, gentlemen, that baing so, it may 
ba asked " How is it fuat for so many years we have stopped quiet and not done any• . . 
thing to get this enactment repenled T'! . As far a$ Bombay Presidency was concerned, 
the Government and 1he people all took it fuat this enaotment .waa a dead and obsolete 
one. Then, gentlemen', in July last, aa you all know, the public waa startled to hear of 
the arrest of two inf111entilll citizens of .Poona, and .the public were alarmed and disnpo 
pointed at whot had taken place. They were olarmed becnllBe the public naturally thought 
that the Government acting under wise statesmonahip muet have some kind of grave 
'opprehenaion for internol rebellion or foreign invasion. Then, ogain, the publio were very 
much disappointed because the Government, after ita power was established for a full 
century, displayed a want of con6.dence in ita own strength and in the benevolence of ita 
own rule over the people of India. Gentlemen, what took place, aa you know, was this. 
·In June last, unfortunately on the Jubilee day of the Queen two British officers were moat 
deplorably and lamentably murdered in cold blood. A month after thot, the Government 
pot into motion this Regulation and resorted to an absolute and, so to say, barbarous and 
uncivilised mode of arresting the Natll brothers under powers ves.ted in thelll under this 
,Reg11l~lion. n requires no words from me, gentlemen, to tell you how repugnont' to all 
notions of British liberty and British freedom are such aoliona of State. Let us therefore 
see what the highest authority in the Iand-I mean the Secretary of State for India-had 
to say in defence of this action. Geollemen, this statement was ma~e at the last debate 
pn the Indian Bqdget when I was present in the House .and what aUraoted me most 
~M~ • 

"Every Government in the world-whether it wore the Democratic Republic of the 
United States, or the Republic of France, or one of the autocratic monarchies of Europe
must have a reserve of power for times of emergency, All Governments obtained oddi
tionol powers when they hed to deol with exceptional difficulties, either by the te~porary 
s11Bpension of constitutional rights or by special legislation. But, u a rule, the difficulties 
with which they had to deol were so gradual that they afford time. to obtain the powers 
in a leisurely way. But in India the religious and politiool atmosphere was charged 
with eloclrioity. .The liberties of the British oonstitlltion did not apply, for instance, to 
oriminallunati01 ; and in India, olmoat withont warning, an apparently peaoeful populQoo 
tion might suddenly become as dangerous as criminollunatiea, with but one objeot before 
them-to murder the ol888 olien to them.'' 

Gentlemen, this apology in short oomes to this : that. we are. all a set ·Ol criminal 
luna*ios, and if Lord George Hamil ton sincerely believes that the popolation of In dill 
consists of criminollunatics, well, I should aak,. whether the. lunacy has- overtaken him 

, or UB. (Laughter and cheers.) Gentlemen, this plea as put forwa1·d by a responsible 
Minister of State aolemnly in the House cannot eland for a moment and for' this reason ; 
.that since 1827 the criminal law in India has been colliijed in all .. its brandies. Any 
.ofFence against person or property, or against the State or society, can b~ dealt with by 
the ordinary laws of. the realm. Then, again, gentlemen, ,the Governo...Generol and 
Viceroy in Council can at ony moment, within a very short time, in a \few hours, pass all 
enactment legislating for the whole of India; nay, he haa even tho Jiower, without his· 
ooun ,;1, to enact any law or p888 eny enactment for the Safety of the Empire. Then .. 
gentlemen~ with this reserve power and wit.h the criminollaw in the Iond. I. anbmit that 
the plea of Lord George Hamilton cannot ataDd for a moment. Now, gentlemen,· comins 
t > the !i atu brothers what happened was . tl!ia. " ";l'here were tl!e u$rtqn •ta. 111urdef8 QJ\ 
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the l!2nd ~one. The Government offered a reward to find out the murderere, but becaUJO 
the ex~~v~ or ~ecauee the ~olioe were incompetent to find out the oauee of tho murdore, 
efter -wadmg for nearly • month, they put thie low into motion with the aanotion of the 
~oretery of Slate fo~ India, beoaUBe gentlemen in England al that time were mialed, 
~ll'llt there were these m11rder1. Then there were lhe Ohitpur riots ill OalouUa. People 

_•n England do not know where Poona ie and where OalouUa ie. (L•ughter.) Then there 
~e the beginning of the frontier troubles. They put the whole thing into one, and they 
8a1d that there was unrest throughout the length and breadth or ln<lil, Tbe Beoretary of 
State there. w~ aleo misled into thie belief, I am sorry to aay, by 1! I':Jdian gentleman 
who now &Ita Ill the Houae of Commons (shame) ; and owing to questions on the subject 
put by him in the House, this Regulation waa, I believe, put into motion. (A voice-
" Traitor.'') Then; genUemen, I shall just read to you the grounds on which these men 
were arrested. 

" These two native gentlemen who had been arrested were notoriou~ men, and this 
was not the first time that they had been brought before the notice of the public. He 
believed that the authorities at Bombay were within their rights in the aonon which they 
hqd taken, and the result of the proceeding• would be to unravel the plot that had been 
formed." ·· 

It is five months now, gentlemen. We of the Congreu are untilled to know the, 
unravelling of the plot which waa then antioipated. We know how far these antioipationa 
were fulfilled. Damodar Cbapekar is now said to be the murderer. There is Lord 
George Hamilton, who says that there ia religioa~ and politioal fanatioism in Indie. There 
is Lord Bandhurst in the Counoil of Bombay, who only lately said that this was done 
beoause there wai internal COljlmotion. There is then the Chief Justice of Bombay, who 
reoently in the Pratoda oase aaid that these were times of profound peace. Then, gent!• 
men, I aak you who is right, whether Lord George Hamilton, or Lord Sandhuret, or the 
Chief Justice of Bombay, or Damodar Chapekar f We are in this confuaion. What we 
now ask ia this: that no doubt the Government has apparently made a miotake, this is a 
power which has to be a~ed in ~mea of great emergenoy, this power should therefore not 
remain in the statute book in the naked date in which we now find it, but there should be 
<l<!rtain limitationa. · There should be a proolamalion iaaued in wbioh the Government 
should give justifiable reasons for puttin~ the law in' motion and the penon arrested should 
at the most be only confined ln prison for not more than three JIIOntha ; and he should be· 
brought to trial thereefter. ·You mualunderstand, gentlemen, that in pulling thia resoln
tion I in no way eay at present that the Nat11 brotbere are guilty or not guilty, but tbe 
public are entitled to know whether they are guilty or not, and it is an obligation on tho 

. Government to inform the public one way or the other, that is to say, either they are 
guilty, or not guilty, and if they are oalled guilty they m111t be allowed to vindicate their 

. innooenee. (Cheers.) 
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lb. P. KsuvA PJLLAl (Madras, No. 26 on the "1ist) :-Mr. Preside~t, Broth or K11. P. K. PrLL41'. 

:Pelegntes; Ladies and Gentlemen,-On this important aubjeol I think there oan poosibly be 
PO differenoa of opinion In Ibis Congr888 pendal. Mr. Banerjea has voiced the opinion of 
Bengel aed given an artionlate expreaaion to the educated opinion throughout the country 
1111d the aeconder has voiesd tbe Bombay-opinion. I should aay a few words on behalf of 
the people of Madrae, and especially the people in the mof1188il Gentlemen, I think the 
Government would be wise in acting np to the reeommendation contained in this reaol11· 
$ion, for it .is. oreating a sort of distrnal among the people. Gentlemen, the people, we 
!<now, have faith ln British j111tioe and fair play. But there are eircumstanoee that 
have baton tending to create a aort of distfllat in their minds abont the boaated equality 
IU1d 1eeurity of person an~ other thing• thai have been stated over and over again by lhe 
p!OJ>l¥ lij.at are ioverning 111. Fo~ inatanoe, take the treatment of priaonen in jaila, 
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Third Day. and the acquittal of Europeans accused o! murder.- As regards the treatment 'in ja!Jo, I 
will give you an instance. There was a Eurasian (employe~ on o Jl8~ty_a~ary)_ convicted 

Reaolulion XII. of theft of a parcel of silver and gold at Guntakal and, eentenoed __ to _four_ years' · ri~oroua Exercise of extra· 
ordinary/}.""'" imprisonment. He is in the Coimbatore Jail, and is given bread, rice, curry and every-

mtcd ~:ut.overn· • thing; whereas the Hon'ble Mr. Tilak is only giYen " javar " ond other things worth 
about two annae. (Shame.) That Eurasian is blacker than myself. (Laughter.) You can eee 

llo. P.~ P•u••· from that what an invidious diatinction they are making, and these facts are not lost on the 
common' people. Ayegarde the acquittal of Europeana accused of murders, you know that 
they are not only drfuitled, but insult is added tc:i injury, by the enunciation of a 
monstrous theory. These things, are not lost on the people; they reach them in the shape 
of reports though scmetimes distorted, beo11use people do no~ rend newspapers. Added to 
these things,- we now ·come to the plague regulations. · These people .have exaggerated 
notions of plague regulations. Some of them are still unknown. Take again the arreat of 
N atu brothel'B. These have- shaken the faith of the people in British justice to a eon
siderable exlent. They could not eonceive of people who preach brotherhood io men and 
tell us that they are leading the pe<iple, while the higher classea of peoJI_le are looking down 
socially on the lower cl1188ea and regard the subnterged tenth as inferior heings. They 
only preach, but they are unable to act up to the ideals lfhlch they set up. They say (hat 
civilisation and barbarism could eo-exist in the administration of a country, but they say 
that fuat could not be on the frontiers of India. Now, gentlemen; we have still got some 
faith. There is a ray of hope in this gloomy picture, for this reaso!L · The British people 
have been generoiis enough ro oft'er magnificent help to the famished people of this oountry. 
Russia acted on the principle that we are all ntade of the same blood in according help to 
ns in our distress, and I beliete the English people have been actna~d by the same high 
feeling aud sense of justice and sent us ntagnificen t sums foi< the relief of the poor people of 
this country. If these people are eonvinced of the inequitous procedure aud actions of the 
Government in this country, I believe they would insist on tl\e Government of Indio doiug 
unto us as they would be done by and would · alsa insist that· the policy of ruling ns. with 
'rashneas should come to an end. With these few rentorks I suppart the resolution. (Cheers~} 
. M&. ALPRBD NvNDY (N. W. P., No. 55g on th~ list) :-Mr. President, Brothet 
Delegates, Ladiea and Gentlemen,-! have been askeil to support "this resolution on behalf 

HR. A. NUNDY. 

of the North-West Provinces. i do so with the greatest pi~asure f and 'the reason which 
has led me to leave. my usual comfortable place of a non-apeaking delegate on this occasion 
is that we have not as yet had a single speaker who eould speak on behlllf of the com• 
munity to which I belong. I mean the Indian Christian oommunity. · As most of you 
are aware, we have at prevlous Congresses had the proud privilege· of being represent~ by 
one who is not only a distinguished member of the comntunity to which I belong, but 
who, I am proud to say, is reckoned as one of the warmesf ·supporferil and as one of the 
leadero of the Congress. I mean Mr. Kali Churn BaunerjL (Cheers.)·· It was a matter _of 
great regret to me to learn on my arrival here that at the last moment, owing to illness, he . 
WDS prevented from attending ttis Congress.-' t therefor; felt it my duty to eonie forwar~ 
and say a few wor~s, not only in support of this ·resolution, but by · way of showing . the 
approval and acquteseence of_ the members of the community to which I belong, as to th9 
res:'lutions which have been passed and whiCh _may be passed. ·As regards this resolution 
""~tch I have been asked to support, I cannot presume to add- anything to 'what has been. 
Bald b~ the s~eakers who have preceded me. I shall cinty" just' say< this : that this is ._ 
resclutJOn whtch affects all communitiea Hindus Mshoinedans and Christians &c. To-day, 
it is a Hindu who i~ a victini to this ob~oxioua r~gulatioti. To-inorrow it ~y be a Msho
m~an and the_ thud day a Christian. (Cheers.)· Anything therefore tha~ is done to_ 
mtt•gate the strmgency of ~his regulation will he a relief to all communitie& · With these 
few~~s I beg to inpport the reaolntion on behalf of the North'Weat Provinces, and also 
on of that larger constituency, the Indian Christian commu"nity:_ (Cheers.) 

• 
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Na. 91 on ~he ·list) ~en supported ~e r.aolu~ion in 
I 

· The resolu~ion was pnt to ~he vo~e and osr.ried unanimoualy. 

. The Presiden~ :-The next proposition will be moved by Mr. W. 0. Dmlnerjoe. 

Ma. W. C. BoNNBII.TBB (Calcu~ts, 'No. 661 on ~he list) said :-Mr. Presidon~, Ladiet 
!'nd Genllemeu,-The, Resolution, which I have to submit for your consideration, was 
rather hastily draUod last evening, a~ ~he mee~ing' of ~he Subjeola Oommittee, and does not 
read as well as I should like i~ to do. We were unanimous as to . ~he lines on which it 
should proceed, bu~ owing ~o want of ~ime we were not able ~o give it a proper shape. I 
will give it to yon as i~ stands, but I must ask you to empower me to reoast i~ on ill pre. 
aentlines. (Cries ol" Yes, ye•," from all parts of 

1 
~e house.) The Resolution is tbio* :-

That ~is Congress views with alarm and anxiety ~he changes propoaod in the oxis~ing 
law of aedi~ion which will deal an irreparable blow to liberty of speech and the freedom of 
the Press ; and ~is Congress is of opinion ~ha& regard being had ~o ~o circumstances of 
~he coun~ry ~e law of sedition should be ao amended, as to bring within its provisions such 
articles and .speeches ouly as ins~igale people no~ to render lawful obedience to ~he 
authori~y of Government or to resist ~he low by force in accordance with ~he views of Sir 
James Stephen. And further ~at no trial should be by a Magistrate but that all trials 
for sedition should be befQ,t"e a Court of Sessions or a High Oonr~ and by a jury not less 
than half of whom • hould be the oonnlrymen of the acoused. 

That a copy of ~is Resolution be eubmitted to ~e Legislative Oouncil by the Pre
sident. 

As yon will see it is a long resolution, bn~ it need scarcely be aaid ~at i~ is one of im
mense impor~anoe. Changes in ~be law are alwaye to be depreoated. When a law has 
been in opera~ion for some time, people get accustomed to i~, get to know what it ie that 
they have to do or refrain from doing, so ao to be well within its provioions and not 
1nfringe it in any way. · More specially is it ~he osse wilh regard to ~he criminal law which, 
as a general rule, touches ~e more ignorant classea amongottbe eomm=ity. H ~he Jaw ia 
altered, it creates a kind of chaos in ~he minds of ~he people, and il tllkea them long before 
they gel aocuotomed to the altered state of ~ings again. U nleso, therafore, impera~ive 
reasons of Slate demand ~e alteration of ~he law, i~ ough~ to be loft untouched. No sach 
imperative reasons, so far as one oan gather from the official Gazelles and o~hor pnblio 
'prints, were gi•• n when the bill to amend ~e law of sedition waa introduced into ~he 
Imperial Legislative Connc~pellkip_g_ for myself, I am nol aware of any tha~ nooo• 
si~ales any ch~reeentlaw. . 

--"- ~ 
• Noe .. -The Reeolution u 8aslly recut ia hero i...ned.-EnJTOL 

- That this Oongreu viewo with alarm and anlriety tho cbangoo proposed in the elriotlng law or oedllloo 
u defined in Section J24A, and of circulating (aloe report.o u defined in Section 1!05 of tho Indian PeDAl 
Code. and ia of opinion that Section 12444 of the Iodilln Penal Oode requirea amend meat, no& In tbe dlr~ 
lion of greater stringency but In that of greater freedom, aud II the lA II' or oeditioa Ia India II to be modo 
tho same as it ia in England, the adminiotration of II ought to be oafegnarded oubtlaotialiy In tho oamo 
way u it ilthere, namely, that the trial of accuoed penooa mUll olwayo be by jury, at leul one half or 
whom abould be persona of tbe aame nationality 11 the DCCUJed, aod that their Yerdicot abould be nnar.lmoUL 
And thia OonJ!TOU strongly prottot.o agaioat .,.... of aeditioo being made triable bT 'Maglotrat.. and not 
by Ooorte of Seuiona and High Coarte es:cloaively1 &I heretofore, aud apiast tbe propotaJ &o laTMt Diltrlet 
'Magiolratoo wilb tbe power or calling upon per10oa wbo, in their opinion, diuemiDate di.IIB'orllon, to &nd 
auretiee or good bebavioor for twelve mootba. Thi.t Congreu it further of opinion that tbe cbauge1 in the 
Jaw now pr~ wiU be altogether al variance with the pledgM givea by Sir JamM 1'itz.Jameo Stephoa 
when J>IBIIiDg Section Jll-IA of lhe Indian Penal Oode through the Oooacii and will dool aa i"eparablo 
blow to liberty of speech and freedom of the pr-. tbua retarding lhe progr ... or the country and crealinr 
terror fnatead of confidence in the mindl of1he people. , 

Tbat a copy of tbia Recoioli011 be aubmitted to the LegialatiYe Oonnci1 b7 the PreaidenL 
liO 

Third Day. 

ll<loolution XIII. 
Law of Sedition. 

Ma. w. a BoN
MaR.Jaa. 



Third Day. 

Reoolu&ioo XIII. 
Law of Seditioo. 

M•. W. 0. Bo•· 
lfp;II.JIK, 

[ 78 .1 . . ~ . 
In the Penol Code, as i~ WaS originally passed by th& old Legislative CollUoiC of fndia, 

thel'tl was no speoi6c provision agaiost sedition. Whether the ~aw· Commissioner&-or th& 
Legislative Counoil left it out parposely as not being ~quired in. the. ciroumslaoces of J'ndia, 
or inadverlenlly, as Si~ Ja~•s FitzJamea ,Stephen seemed to thinli; _when ;dealiog with 
Seolio.n 124A, it is difficult to say .. II ia still more dillioull. 'P say .what had taken. pia<» 
in the oountry which. necessitate~ the p~ssi?g in; _1870 9f. ~eQtion 124A. . A:_ I an! ra~". 
from 1860 to l!l701 when provisiOn. was Jl!Bde agams~ sed1l10n. for the first l1me In th•s. 
country, the Government of India remofued as strong as ever it "was before or has· ever 
been sinO. ; ~nd 1 do. not know that we .~er he~rd the cry of sedition .ru,·ing' thaf perioa.· 
From 187!> .. to tb~ prese'lt ti~e the ~~ni•~Y h~s g0oe ()!'. making good progrellli and,, but 
for the unf01·tu!'ale events which happened at Poona 'on .Her Majesty'&• Diamond .Tnbileil 
day, I' do not suppose we should have heard anything about any sedition in the oounlry. 
anch as would necessitate a change in the iaw, The existing law · was explained not long 
ago by Mr. JU.tioe St1•ochey of the Bombay High Court at Mr. Tilak's· 'trial. t ·ventnre to. 
thiok thai there is n~t a man amongst us here, nor amongst :the notlves of' this oountry .. 
gener.lly, who heli~ves i~al the explanation given by Mr; Justioo Stnchey in his summing' 
np at that trial was a proper explanation of the law; (Loud' cheers.) I ·will go further· 
and say !bat it w .. a travesty of the iaw, (Cheers.} But even !hat travesty of the· law is,. 
it see~ to me, b;tler than the new bill which Mr. Chalmers has just introduoecl into th .. 
Viooregal Legislative Council. Under Mr. Straohey's interpretation of the law even• his 
idea that" !lisoffection" means" want of alfeotion," we at any rate know where we stand · 
and will he able to take cure of ourselves, and not bring ourselves into the· jeopardy which
has unfortunately overtaken Mr. Tilak. (Cheers.) But it the pr'!sent bilf pa;,.es .into law: 
it is not too much to say that no public speaker, no..,wriler .in the, publie preae would. be 
safe. Tbo:dntroduotion ·of the words .'' iU·will/' .. ".hatred,". ~con temp\,'' intO ... the sectimi 
will make. oonfusion worse cpnfounded. As Sir Ohal'les Farren, the Chief JU:stloe of Bombay;.' 
said the other day, this is a time of profound pea~. in lhis'oountry:. rwill 'adcf that'. that'. 
learned Judge was well !Vi thin the truth in saying so, .. and seeing that- the law of Sedition.,· 
as authoritatively laid dQ.\!11 by: the Bombay High .Cour~ is not any too lenient· towards 
the peopie;where, I ask,. is the neoessity for any change. in the law and change · i1i'. the · 
direction of Mr. Chalmers' BiU t ,(Lond cries of~ No, no," and cheers). The p1•opoeed measure ... 
ahows an utter· distrust of the. pool>I&.,.'!n the part of the Government: (Cheers.) What 
we have done to deserve this distrnat I oannofmake ~out. . We are, as a penple, perfectly. 
loyal to the Gat:ernmenl as established by law and have .never dreamt of subvertilijfii·Jir" 
of rendering any. help aeth·e _or passive to . ile .-enemiea-:to. snbvert it. ·. 'The . present · 
gsneration have known no other G:overnmenl exoep .. , rulers an.··neverweary 
of reminding .those of us who .requirJ~.tefQrms that !>D! people..:.:Ss a wlio e, .. ·. • diy:__ 
conservative, that they do not relish any chango.; ·Yet, why jn this molter of the law . of
sedition the Government abould think that the psople desire a change of GQ~e.:D.;.en.l ·is 
one of thollli oonnndruma which' no one can, understand. (Loud chee••s,) ·. :11 il!' poBiiible that· 
the Government feel}hat they have done nothing to ·ciJ.<aw' onto lbemselvea the loyalty- · 
of tho Indian people, and it io po8sible .that that is the rea8oti why they' distrust us> ·n if 
the case of oonsoienoa making oowards of U. all. .. But the ·Government neecl.luive· no 
apprehenaian on that subject' at all. (Cheers.) We ar~ . all loyal and no~ only -h~v~ 
alil'Oipnnsible per•ona in &be oouncry openly said so, bot they have by ·.their. Seta;~ and 

deeds proved that !hey are so. Nobody prele.;ds that the British Govern~en~ in 

India is the heat of aU possible GovorM;ent8 in the world. It has. no d~bt."1ts 'aef~cte. 
Buf,.tbe dafeots notwithstanding', it is a good. Government, and· we are not likely to -h~,.; 
any better: So we have given_ in our adhesion to it, and despite aU distrust mi the part of 

our present rulers, we for our part will not s..,.erve from our duty ·to m~intain ·ana support 
the Go~ernment; (Loud cheera.) . . : .. ::: -
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. Mr: Ch~~merk td make his proposed amendment ~i the i:iw p~lali.bte to us inyi that hia 
• o~ly ObJect ~n proposing the limendmeil~ is to assimilale the law of sedition in this country 
With the law on the sameaubjeol a8 il exis~ in Eri.glarid. Well, I hilve no objection at all 
to the Ia.\r of seditiol! in this o>uittry being inarle the aanie as the low of sedition ln 
England,,t>rovided, of ooilrae; ll:r; Chaimers gives ua in this oountry the saine mmohinery 
tor ~~· ddminiiti·ati~n of the liiw liere i1!i exists Hi Engloinil. tri Englund, 6a we an know, 
trialS for seditidn ire beta before :. judge, who ii :. oountrym.lii ot the priiOner and by a 
jury, wlia are alsd iiountrymeii of !he priSoner, and no tri.i.l oali lake place unle:s a true bih 
ha.s lleen found against the priidner Tiy a grand jury; who ilre Blso ooubtrymen of the 
priioit~t. Let Mr. tlhahhers give us this mode of iHal, and we shall bail him, however 
severe he may make the law, iJs the greatest lawgiver that has eve~ oome to this oo\Jntry. 
(Loud cheers.) But does he interid t6 do 8~ T No. (Oheeri;) So !ar froin doing so, he Ia 
1rying irl his airiendmenls of the Oriinlnal Procedure bode 10 empower diotric& magistrate, 
to try cM88 Of i!edition....:.distfiot magiStrates who are oflicerii of Government in the strict 
~enae of the term aiid whose promotion entirely depeiui.s lipon the good-will of the Govern-
ment for the time lleirig. (Cries of" Shaine, shame.") The present maobirie~y for trial of 
i:asea of sedition hi this country i8 1:iad enough iri all ocihsoience. In the Presideny towns 
such trials milst be baa by jury. But ko !ar il8 ller Majesty's Britisli Indian subjects are 
ooi>.cernM; that jury may oorisitii entirely of Europeans; ~nd not a aingle one oi them nee.! 
know the langii.age in which the seditionil speech is i.l.leged to ba\'e been mAde or the 
seditious artie!~ to have been written. That iS appallmg enough, but to ent.:.Ut triabr-!ol- ·· 
sedition to district magistrates is still more tippallini:_ I do not think, 1 aay so with ali 
subriiission to Mr. Chalmers, that lHii Bill proceedS on the linea of the English law of 
Sedition at alL He Ia entirely mislall.en Hnli.liikirlg it does. Bul nsauining it Cioes, Mr. 
Chlilmers iS prepared to give us the poison in the shape of hie amendment, ari.d not the 
antidote to the poison in the ohape of the English machinery for Ita administration. 

Third Day . 
Reoolntlon XI! I. 
Law of Sedit.h111. 

Mr. W. 0. BoN· 
MDJIII. 

• 

I should ~ave thought that seeing that the . oouniry hoe just been passing through 
the i.ist Of a Very SeVere afBio\iOD ln the shape ?f ~amine, tbat_there ~,__jl..._ ___ _ 

aeenC. of the plague In various parts of it, and that other oiroumstaoees, notabl;y the press 
prosecutions in the Bombay Presidency, have stirred the mind of the people . to its verY. 
depth, tliis iii jnst the time where a wise legislator, even if there was necessity for it, woul<l 
hesitate long before embarking on a prooells of action which is sure ,to give rise, u Mr, 
Cha1iiuirs' Bill hu undoubtedly given rise, tO great terror on the part of the people. But 
we, of Cour.ie, according to our rulen, have no idea of the proper time and occasion fur 
changes in the law. Lord Elgin's Government are all wise, and I am !'iraid that notwith· 
standing our proteiit, and I make bold to aay the pro toot of. every right thinking person in 
the Country which will go to the Uovernment, this Bill will be forced into law: All ths 

...proieste.will b8 in vain. We must, however, carry our protset "';f?re a bi~ber authoritr 
than even Lord Elgin.,• Governlllll1Jt,- We must go before the Brtl1sh Public. We ruuot 
explafu to them how the age uta they have oenr ~-go;~n ~he country on their behalf and 
in their noine are dealing with the people, t~at 1s dealmg m a manner wholly unworthy 
of the British ~ame and the British love of freedom. And if we can conviooe the':" that 
.;.e are right I have no iloubt that the lMtisb nation will rise in their wrath and free uo 
lrom the trai..mels which Lo~d Elgin and his Councillors are forging for ua. (J,oud pro-

longed cbeerin'g.) . . . . . · 
_ Ma. R. N. Muni.:oLUR (Berar! No. 60 on the list):-Mr. Preaident, Brother 

Delegates, Ladi.O and Gentlemen,-The proposition which baa boon moved by our revered 
leader and friend Mr. W. C. Bonnerjee Ia one which demand• seriouo consideration from 
us. It refers to a matter which is of the gravest and moat serioua import. It refera to a 
threatened invasion over freedom of speech and liberty of the Preas whicb were granted'-
to ns by the British G,pvernment. n means a movement backward. It means a depriv,.. 

Mr. R.N. llltuuot.· 
KA&. 



. [ 80 ] . 

Third Day. tion of what you had obtained before. (Hear, hear.) Gentlemen, when that on~ious charge 
to the jury was delivered in the Bombay High Court .only a few. ~onths ago, 1t was felt 

R•aolution XIIL all . . •Le couu•ry that section 124. A as It stood requued to be amended. Tho 
Law of Sedition. gener y m w . • • h • h' h •• h 

general feeling wse that an amendment should take place, not m t e manner ~n w ••. " se 
l!h.R. ~~uoBoL· been brought fc,..;.ard, but in an altogether 4ifferent manner. Everyw~e~ ID.e feeling wse 

that th,e princjples expounded by Mr. Justice !ltrachey were not the pnnciples that were 
embodied in the low of England, and that acme of the most important portions of tho 
charge were entirely opposed to th"t law, aud our demand wse that our law ~ould be 
brought into ;,.nf~rmity with the law of England,-conf'!rmity not only with regard to the 
Penal Se~tions but alae with regard ·.to the machinery that was to administe! the law~ 
We thought .that .the British Govermnent her~. would eee tha_t the la"; as contai~ed i'! 
the existing section 124A was unduly "'!vere, and ~t in ~late trials· a different kind of 
machinery was neeess8ry from .what would be fo'1pd sufficient in ordinary casee of theU 
'or rioting. . On the contrary, what we now find d'!pe is that by a curious disre~ of the 
usual rulee of practice, an am!'n<lment to.Seclion 124A io brought forwa_rd which makea_ 
the law harsher than before, and an addition is jfiven to the powers of _Magistrateo and 
to the powers of the Police whic~ never exioted in the criminal law of India. It is oaid by 
the bon'ble gentleman who moved the Bill that it is intended to bring our law into 
;,.nformity with the law of England. ·,Now, gel\tl~l!len, It !DaY appear presumpiuooa on my 
part to question what the hon'hle gentleman has soid, but re~ding once again the English 
Jali:Irom _ilie bOOkso.vailable to me, I am forced to the conc~oaion that there has been 

- some misapprehension, and the section which is · proposed is not certainly in ~ccordanoo 
with the English law.-(Hear, hea~.) The first thin!f to.whicJI. I wonld direct your attentio11 
ia explanation 2 whic}j runs thus·:-" Oomments on the measures of . the Government 
wUh a ~iew ~obtain t}jeir alteration by lawfol rqeans-witlioat exciting or attempting to 
excite hatred, contempt or disaffectidn do not conscitute an offence.'' In the firs~ portion . ( . ' ' . . . . 
of the· section .whd . is said is this:-" Whoever by words either spoken or written or by 
oigns or by visible representatio~s, o~ otherWiee,'~;ings or attempt& to bring into hatred 

·-c..---oonlellrph<>"-SXCites or attempts ~· ~~cite~ disoffection towarda Her Majeety or the 
Governlllent or promotes or atleiopte to prnmote ~eelings of enmity or ill-will between 
different cl~sses of Her Majeoty's subjects', ''iiliall 'be punish9.r with transportation for 
life or any si>orter term, to whioh fine may be 11dded or with. imprisonment which may 
extend to ten years, to which 'fine may be added or with fine." There are two explanations 
appended to ·this, and amongst these explan~tip~s 'hplanation 2 ·is given which·· ill consi
dered as affOJ·ding a euftioient guarantee ti.r''tlte• freedom ofspaeol! and freedom oftho 
Press, the existence of which le 'l()Usidered essential'by the GoYernment and the hon'ble 
member. Now, wit!> regard to that I wonld only ask you to eee that as the as planation 
atands, what is said ie thle that there may be comments on the ineasorei of the Government 
with a view to obtain their alteration by lawful means, bot thoseconi.meni.s should--be mado 
in su?h lr"manner as not to excite hatred, eontempt-.or-dlsaffeclion. One may respectfnlly 
enquire of the honourable gentleman who bas drawn up this section whlif he means when 
be speaks of exci\ing hatred or contampt f In tile enacting part of the section iteelf thoro 
is a similar ambiguity-" Hatred" against whom f "contempt •• of whom f This has thus 
to be made clear. Then, what is the meaning to be attached to' the expression "exciting 
contempt r " Hatred is a term which you and I and all the people in the country oa11 
understand. But" contempt" is an extremely vague word. Take for instance the first 
~esolu_tinn which was passed by the Ocngress with regard 10 the ~ro~tier policy, ' 11 matter 
m which nnt only we nf the Congreas agree in oondemning the policy of the Government, 
hut even non-official Europeans and members of the Bengal Ohambet of Ocmmerce are in 
~ line-wi~ us: and. have pronounced that the frontier policy of 'll!e Gpvernment of Iudia 
ts one wi>Ich IS domg harm to tha.lation. Now, gentlemen, when you censure a certaia 
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polioy or a certain mell8llr8 of U.e Government, do you thereby excite admiration for that 
mealoure or its authors, or do you not U.ereby excite some measure of " oontempt" for it 
!lDd ita authors r If criticism is to l?o of any value it should, while it is fair, be at U.e 
SAme time effective. AJ1d whatever criticism is efl'eotive, must certainly produoe a. 
conviction that what is being done is wrong, and when it is shown U.at the measure is 
wrong it oan · be easily said that couteiJlpt was roused in the minda of the people. 
Practically, therefore, it comes to this: That there should be no oriticiam of any Govern• 
ment measure, ho10ever wrong in principle or mistaken that measure may be.· I ask every
Englishman who cares for the interest of England and India, whether this would be a 
desirable state of things. 

(!entlemen, I shall read to you what the English law of sedition is. I cannot read to 
you U.e whole U.ing. I shall only give you a email extraot from one work only. " On the 
other hand, no oriticiam of the Government or its acts, however severe ; no diaapproba· 
tion; however serious or strongly expressed, amounts to sedition, where it lakes the form 

·of free and fair discussion, and where its object io to reform gt·ievonoeo, not to excite dia· 
affection. ' Journalist& are entitled to oritioize U.e oonduot and intentione of those 

·entrusted with fhe administration of the Government. They are entitled to canvas&, and, 
if neceaeary, ooneure either the act& or prooeedings of Parliament, and are enlitled to point 

· ont any grievances under which the people labour.' " -· 

This, gentlemen, is the English law, and I say that the proposed Indian law is not 
in acoordanoo with this law, iu spite of the high authOt·ily of the person who says so. (A. 

· voice " Whose. auU.ority r ") The Hon'ble Mr. Chalmers', Sir. Secondly, I say ills worae 
than the present Indiim law. . As Mr. Bonnerjee has pointed out the existing explanation 
of 124A affords us a'far better security· than the two explanations proposed to be ap
pended to the new seotion. Both unde1• the English ADd the Indian law a criminal intent 
'is of the essenoe of the offence. In his anxiety to remove from the law of the land a 
sectivn which did not appear to him " as 11 model of clear drAfting," the learned law· 
member has-let us hope, through ove1·sight-dropped the most important thing. U, in 
trying to ~scope from a burning house I knook A man down accidentally and injure him, 
the law will hold me guillless. But if a man,. who is deprived of tho fruit& of his capital 
and· labour· by the ·so-called " Revision·" operAtions of the Selllement Department, pre-

'sents a petition to the Government showing the injustice done to him and pravi"!! for 
· rerlress he is to be hauled up before a magistrate and sentenced to imprisonment or trans
portation ! Thirdly, there is a further thing which is proposed to be done. Till now 
the triala for offeneeo onder section 12_4.i in the mofassil oould take plaoe only before the 
Sessions Judges and in the Presidency towne before the High Courts. Now the power is 

c pro~~ to be ·given to Firat Class Magistrate& and Preside?cy MagialrAtes. That it .to 
say, to persons who so for as tho mofusai\ is oonoerned, certainly are under the exeout•ve 
control of District :Magistral-thAt is, in fact of those who in mAny cases originate 
these i>roseontione. The result will·_ be -thio, U.At in no cnse can we be ocrtain 

·that even legitimAlO IUld_ most necessary criticism oan sAfely bo made. I think 
-thAt neither jn the interests of the governors· nor in U.e interest& of the governed 

is it aafe that thls shonld oo' eo. The British Govemmont by it& . very nature 
is a liberal .Government, and constitated as that Government is, it is necea811ry for 
it to know the fcelinga and want& of tho people. But if ordinary criticiam made with 
the most bo;., fide purposes is to be rendered nnellfe, the efl'oot of it will be that nobody 
will think U sAfe to apprise the Government of what goe& on. The result will be U.at U.o 
administration of the country in every form will deteriorate, and both the governors and 

·tho governocl will onJI'er by it. -I therefore say, gentlemen, tha_t in the iuteres.ts of tho 
jtOVernors and tho governed, this change should not t1oJ<e plaoe, and we ask that triala should 
take place before a Beasione Court or the -High Conrt, that the triala should be by jury, an~ 
. . .. :Ill • -·-

Third Day. 
lle8olution XIIL 
Law of Sedition. 

1\la, B. N. 1\ltrDBOL• 
EAR. 
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Resolution xm 
Law oCSedition. 

MR. R.N. MUDHOL• 
lWI. 
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thai half at least of tho jury should be composed of the countrymen or the *cused. That 
is for this reoson : As you saw in the Tilak case, ·there are utterances given in the lan,"llage 
of tl•e pt•isoner, and.if persons who cannot ~nderstend the language sit •• jury, i:t cannot. 
bs fairly called a trial by jury at all. We tiext come to the addition 'which is proposed to 
be made to our law of sedition. · The reason advanced for it is that it is sedition under 
English law to promote or al!empt to )>romote feelings of enmity between difl'e•·ent classes 
of Her Majesty's subjects. I am doubtful, ladies· and gentlemen, of the correctness of .the 
statement that" attempting to promote" is an ofFence under English 'law. ·But· nBBuming 
it is so, to the argument that a cert.lin thing being an ofFence under the English law it 
eho.iJ.d be an ofFence under the Indian law, it is only sufficient to reply that the ·safeguards 
which exist in England ought also in fah·ness to, be m:t;:Oduced !J..e,t·e: ~ ·-_.-- .. - ·_ ... 

• -1 - . - . - . 

. -- Then comes an alteration in section 505 bt which: the publication ·of rumours or· 
~eports which turn outto be false is rendered pe~al, even though there may h.m.--been ·at 
the time of the publicaiion a per£ecRy honafido ~liefin-the··trut'f'of · the·--nmour.--·And 

, then furthet·.by a reversal of the ordinar~ canomtof jnstice it is tc1

1
b7 e~acted that it isnot· 

the pt•osecut•on who have tc prove fu,e•gu!lt of the ocenred,-bat tho~ tt 10 ·-the ·accused who 
lias to prove his innocence;· -I· am not awor10'0f'·11ny'·'case··having lu•isen·under"Section-505.-· 
.ihave n!if~m-e-across any'in the Lnw Reports.·; I 'tr!Ht 1 shall "J\ot·be 'll'onsi<Iered gully" 
of exciting " contempt" ·against 'the- Legislatnr<rif I osk wheth~ ·there-was uny-cosofi'li • 
which the existing section·was found to havet'rodnced failure of justice. · 

I , 

Not con~ent ~ith forgi-.;.~ s~ch .iron chains for legitimate and honest criticism, ~ .kind 
of gag is next provided for. By a most wonderful addition to the section dealing wiili the. 
taking of security from persons of bad livelihood, it is proposed that persons who in the 
opinion of the magistrate ore likely to disseminate obscene Ol' seditious or defamatc1·y matter 
are to be called upon to give seenrity, and in case they fail to_ do so, they are to be sent tc jail~. 
along witll.!_hieves and receivers of stolen property. There is to be no trial~ No meeting 
canbe held, no petll!On fo1'"redressal'li.'IVlnlp;-with6u~ risk of this danger... . . . . . 

Will those. who advocate snch measures pause to consider their efFect upon the Govet·n
ment of the count'ry T Autocrats in the Mofl'usir who resent criticism, "who denounce eve11 
the ordinary prccedu•·e of appeal may welcome· such ']lrovmunrr. ·~"To·unbiaseir"Engliehmen 
they must appear as devices worthy of· Turkish Pashas, and not measures to be b1'0oghh 
fot•wsrd by those who have respect for the genius of 'B1·itish policy and .the "traditions of 
the British race.· I say, gentlemen, the whole of this proposeol change·is· a dangerous- in
novation, oucl it distinctly shows that the Government is pnrsn1ng a most' retrograde policy 
calculated to produce irreparable harm; and it is oor dutyto ·move'them not to take this 
~'!lse step. With these words I commend the proposition to yonr acceptance. (Cheers.) · 

'- ... -- -
PA~iiir B. NAlUI.UN 'DAR (Lucknow, No. 653 on the list) :-Mr •. President •. anol 

Brother Delegates,-Jf there is any question which has agitated ~he mind more deeply 
than another, it is the one which forms the ·subject-matter of 'flle Resolution which I have 
the honour to lmpport. The law ·of sedition has, in some form ·or other, been 1he • 
topic of newspapers anol public utterances ·and of Government -pronounooments ; and the 
subjeot was so important,· that the public feeling ·upon the snbjeot -was so excited that i' 
was a natural expectation on the part of the peoplor that i£· the -Government 'proceeds ·in 
:this matter it will prooeed with the greatest· cantion; that it will oonault the voice of the · 
oountry, and that whatever step it takes will bs taken in due time. . In all th011e three 
!e8pe<lts, gentlemen, I think that the amendment which ia to bs bronght. before . the 
Legislative Council lnils. It baa been thrust upon the Legislative Counoil with the utmos~ 
possible haste. It has bsen foroad npot\ the Legislative Couneil, without giving the oountry 
any opportunity to e.'tpress its opinion upon it, and also it has been introduoed ·at a tima 

. . 
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when it was most inopportune that it shonld be introduced, beoause the genernl impression 
iii the .eountry is that it would not have been introduced but for the unfortunate murder of 
two European officials. This is the feeling. Now, Sir, I know that the law member of 
the Legislative Council said that it was a law which was not meant for any particular cluss, 
and it was upon that very ground that they were not propared to recommend the l'e-enaot
ment of the Vernacnlar Prese Act. But, Sir, in view of the fuot, in view of the circum
stances under which this amendment has been brought fo1·ward, I am sure it will be 
difficult for people of this eountry te believe that it would have beon brought forward, if it 
were not that by the present amendment the libol·ly of the Native Press only was aimed 
at. There are three things to be considered with regard te every measure that is brought 
before the Legislative CounciL First, whether the evil which is intended te be cured dooa 
•·eally exist. The second thing that is to be considered is whether the measure is effica• 
cious enough to cure thot evil; and the third point. te be considered is wl.ether, while it 
cures the evil, it does not give birth te worse evils than the one it cures. Well, Sir, I shall 
have no difficulty in showing you that there is no necessity for such a measure as is now 
before the Legislative Council, nor even if it were p:>.Ssed into law it will meet tho necessity 
of the hom·, nor if it does meet it, will it fail te create worse evils than those it is supposed 
te cure. Now, Sit•, it must be fi1·st shown that in the country there is an amount of 
sedition that requires repression; that in the Native Press there is an amount of disloylll. 
feeling which must b~ checked by law. I do not know what may be the stole of the Pross 
exactly at this time, but I om su1·~ that some twenty-one yeors ago a simila1· cry was raised 
when similar steps were in contemplation, that is te soy in 1876. At that time Lord Hob
house, who, by a strange irony of fate, was one of those who deolined to admit lhe appeal in 
the Tilak onse, recorded a minute which is worth reading to-day, and in that minute whilo 
speaking of the eomparative merits of the V el·nocular and the English P•·ess, and also 
giving his opinion as te whether the Press was violent and seditious and whether keeping 
in view .the stole of the English P1•ess•in Iii<lia, the Government was justified or no~ in 
taking any extreme step te put down the liberty of the Pres•, he said:-

"As regards the principol subject on which the English and Native newspapers differ 
in form, there is no difference in apirit,-I mean the subject of class preferenoes. Tho 
English papers do not frequently attoclr. the Government about it, because their own olooo 
is dominant. But let there be any attempt te treat clll'lses with mo1•e even-bonded justice 
than hns been oustemory, and see what happens. Why, outcries and menaces, compared 
to which the llOmplaints of the native newspapers are gaulle murmurs. In the llearoo 
cnse, I forget whether it was one of the newspapers or o11e of the speakers at a publics 
meeting in CBI.cutta, ·who threatened that lhe Earnpeon eommunity would be in a state of 
rebellion if that plain act of juatioe were maintained. Whoever was guilty of that parti
oular pieoe of folly, the langaage of the Eoglioh newspapers was outrageously violene 
against the Jessore magiotrate, Mr: Justi<ie Phear, and Sir Richard Couch, and threatened 
the Government with all sorts of disasters, if it supported the seutenoe. In the Fuller 
case we are now experieneing a manifestation of the same spirit, though in a milder form. 
According te English newspapers, our action is lawless, tyrannical, and foolish, ond can 
only be accounted lor by the union of gross ignoranoe with sinioter motives. I believo 
that if we go further back inte our histery, e.g., te the Black Act, we shall fi od thnt lho 
violenoe and folly of the Anglo-Indian Press upon any prnpoolll te treat lhe European 
and Asiatic oommunitiea more nearly on an eqnnlity used to be greater than they are 
now." 

Sappoaing this sentiment is right, and if. so far as the violence of lmnguage is con
cerned, there ie 110~ much to chooee between the English pmpen and lbo papers edited by 
Indian editera, is there any greater reason lor enacting ouch an enachnen' now than. 
there was in 1876 which Lord Hobhouse who was well acq1111inted with the eondition of 
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India, deplored and condemned in~ the atronges~ ~ wrma, -possible! 1 ~u~ aparf; from tho~ 
when the Government aay that there is· a gooq denl of sedition lp the· country which 
requires repression, what does it sho.'!V t n sh.ows that fifty years o~Englieh:rule in India. 
has failed ; that the more our education has adv:anced, the more we Java become intimate 
with English life, the mor~. we have.' identifie\i .. ourselves ~th E11glish sentiment and 
Western ideas which influence our· social life,, ihe more we have \come to·cj.islike the. 
English people and hate them,.,.. the mor~ w~ have come to know ~he~, the more- we· have 
como to hata.them I do not know if that does not throw a greater 11lur upon the English 
people and the English Government th.an on· th~ Indian people. ;N~w oomlng to the
second point, impposing for one moment that there is an amount of sedition· which re
quires repression,some ki!'d of cheok,-is this the measure wllich.is requil'el!- by the necessities. 
of the times t Well, upon that point I shall again refer to the minute o~ ~rd Hobhouse
ui. which. he happened to remark thus: 'I We have now in our law ·a~ lnucli ·precau~ion 
against seditious writing as the original framers of the Code, the Law· "Comm'issioners of 
1860, the Committee who settled the Code of 1860~ and -·the Committee: -who ·settled the
supplementary Act of 1870, considered necessary, viz.; a penalty for exciting or attempt
ID"' .to excite feelings of disaffection ... We <l~ght t0 bave a clear case. for- bking further . 
po':vers without trying the efficacy of the Liw we have enacted after eo much de_ljberation." 

. - -· - - . . - .. . - ---·-- --
. • Now, the Government of India having during thisyear taken very cleiU' steps to see 

'vhether the law is efficacious, did .any o£ the High Oourts that have had the chance ot 
trying sedition cases ever since seditious prosecutions cam_e into fashion, feel the slightest' 
doubt as to ·the clearness of the law upon the meaning of the section 124A t I 
think the first prosecution took place in Bengal, and in tha~ oase Sir CGmer Petheram. 
did not express any doubt as to the meaning of 'secruiD- 124.11.' The second important 
prosecution that, tool< place was in Bombay, in wllich Mr; Justice St1•achey did not express. 
~any doubt, and the Privy CounGll now hove accapted 'niore o-r less the 11umming up of :I!Ir •. 
Justice Strachey. It cannuL be ouid tho• with .regarlli'to the efficacy of the law there 
coulil be any possible aoubt whatever. It is a differ~~her we ac~ept the in
wrprelation by these judges, whether we ore satisfied with the way in which they inter
preted ,scctimi 124.11. So far as the suflicienoy of the law is conc;rned, ·so far as the
efficacy of it in punishing uffenders:under that section is concerned, the~·e- ca~not be 'tho~ 
slightest doubt that any of the High Courts have had any li111icultyfud~;ling with this· 
matter; but if there was any doubt and if the Government of Indi!' thought that the
point was one which required clearness, I submit they ought to have gone bac): to .. the· in~ 
terpretation put upon the section by the n·amer of thai section. II they· wanted to differ
from him they should have brought forward a clear .case ·aa to w~y the .l,!rlerp~·e1ation put. 
upon the section by the framer himself was not sufficient to meet the necessities of the 
times. Now, Sir, upon this point, although I have not got the exact wording of Sir Jame~ 
l'itzJames Stephen, yet Lord Hobhouse quotes him. He say~·:....; ' ' 

"When the Act XXVII of 1870 was under disoussion, the Native Associations -~m
plained of the vagueness of the 5th section, and asked how· they were to know whether 
they were obeying the law or transgressing it. Mr. Stephen answered ~them to 'this. 
effect : ' Go to the English newspapers ; wha.tever they aay you may say r that any. b~dy 
should want to be more offensive than they are is inconceivable! lint that arrangement 
will be turned agoinst ua if we lay down that the very same thing shall be 'innocent if ~aid 
by an English newspaper, and criminal if said by a native one.'' · - · ~" · · · ' · 

I think that is clear enough and nohody can have the slightest doubt that if there wr:. 
nny meaning which Sir Jamea Stephen meant to read into that section, it is the m~ning 
that he 1!0 ters•ly expreesed. If the Government of India are not aatisfied .with thnt 
meaning, they ought to have come forward with a fuller explanation for making a dep~rtore 
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and for making the ~edition law more atringen\ and more impracticable lhan before. My 
time is drawing near. and I must at once hoaten to the third point of my remarks upon this _ 
enbjeclo, viz., we have aleo to consider this fact: do the violent writings in 1;jle p....., aud the· 
disloyal feeling, if it existo in the country, actually stand in the relation of cause azul oll1!ot r
Are people disloyal beoauae newspapers write Yiolently f I bolieve that there is t.n &mount 
of discontent and unrest in this oountry. Even granting that there is disloyalty in a oer
Wn section of the people, is it because tho press has made them disloyal? Or hoa the 
disloyalty existed before~ In 'their opinion when certain grievances are not remedied,· 
papers write in n particular tone because the papers say lhot a eertain kind of writing ia to 
the teste ·of a certain community. I do not believe it. I simply believe that tbe1·e is a 
certain amount of unrest and discontent, a feeling very natut•al when legitimate wants and 
legitimate grievanoos of any eection of the ilDmmunity are alighted and ignored. Coming 
t_o tho third point as to whether if you poas suoh a law aa this, it will not, while it ouroa tho 
evil, give rise to' greater and worse evils than tho one which it is intended to care, tho 6.1'8t 
efF'ect of euoh.n law would·be th~t while on all hande it is admitted by tho Government, by 
the people and by every seotion of tho publio that it is only tho lower sort of Journals that 
abuse their liberty, it will not affoot tho higher class -of journals. 'fhat moy be a very 
good solution-for the lower sort of journals, but I am nft·aid that will not have a good effect 
so far aa lhe liberty of the press is conoerned. You rop1-ess all pt'eBBos, you ploce upon 
them a law which may be put into foroe against them at any moment. Thoro ia no use 
saying that it affects the lower class of jout•nnls and not the highet· olass.. You havo to bonr 
in mind that the one certain effeot of this measure will be-it may be for a time only-that 
when the measure is passed, both the higher and the lower olllSSes of jonrnnls will certninly 
not write as frnnkly and openly as they at present do, and I nm sure thnt will. be n greater 
loss'to Government than:to the people themselves. So fnr as the Vernacular Press is oon· 
·cerned-thet·e is not the slightest doubt it is the Vernacular Press that is in the eyes of the 
lndinn 'Government more thnn llliything else-this is whnt was said nbout it in 1876 by ono 
of tho members of the India Council at the time, who recorded a minute against the pro-
posed measut-e of Lord Lytton : · 

. "Nor do I think that Mr. Eden rightly estimates the fidelity of the Vernacular 
Presa.:....unreasonable though it often is-as an index of Native feeling and thought. Look, 
at from our point of view, its tone is naturnl, for the sympathy and apprecinlion 
-of an Oriental peopl9 is probably beyond the reach of an alien bureau and 
foreign .despotic Government ; while its criticism-hostile as it often is-is genornlly, 
precisely what ia to be looked for under the circumstances, and rarely goes, in substance~ 

beyond strong difference of opinion where such is quite reasonable. lnoonveniont, thoro
fore, though tho extravagance and occasional want of loyalty evinced by the Vernacular 
Press may be, we possess in it a useful barometer of N alive feeling and sentiment ; 11 

barometer such 119 no menaced or sycophant ProBB could .possibly continue to be. Thoro 
is a~ appreciable safety in knowing the worst that even our dillcontontod •uhjeote are 
thinking of our measures lind administration ; and the experience of other countries (than 
England) to which Mr. Ede~ alludes, h~ a~own tho~ a ~e~trioted Press is . no guarantee 
f the loyalty of their subJects or dtsaatlSfied nat10nalit•es. There are dlSadvantngos-: 
ora grave ones-in having existing discontent and hoatile criticism formulated nnd cir-

:ated amongst the people; but, on the whole, 1 think the balance of political advontage 
is in favor of an unmenaced Press even in India." 

This was the opinion with regard a.. the Native Press of men who were well acquain~ 
d 'th the oonditione of this country anol with the Preas of this country. The 

~ore;"eft"eot of this measure will be, which I need not remind J'Oll of, lhat it will 

arsato at a time of peaoe &1111 quiet a~ -nnne~~; dist~:nt thes· m:~de ~f lho people, 10 
:Ear-as the -aetion of the Government lB conoe,-...,.. I . u, ... ot · m every aonntry 
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Third Da:y.- where foreign rule exists, confidence and ail'ection are 11mongst ~he strongest. guarantees 

for that Government ~ and anything that shakes the liberty of the Press, anything- that 
oasts the slightest shadow upon- the honesty, u~n the fidelity· and, the- loyalty· of the . 
people is a thing injuriona more to Government itself, perhaps, than to the people over 

-Beaolotloll xm. 
Low of Bedllioa. 

p"'::~ ~_!AB• whom it rules. Now, Sir, such was not the policy of past statesmen,- aritl·if yon ·read the 
speeches of Lord Metealf and Lord Macaul11y, you will find that at a tim\! when education 
had not so far advanced, when Indio. was· more backward, when English 'institutiou were 
even less understood than now, they were prepared to grant full privileges to the press 
and abide by the good they had done. For the present there is a reaction lia that policy. 
We have now a coll88rvative J Secretary of State, backed by a strong conservative. 
majority. We have the policy o.f l"eaction in ful~- swing. It was while fighting_ against· 

, this policy.of reaction that Mr. Tilak fell, and. our only satisfaction is that while he 
fell, he kept the faith. ·I ha'Ve not the. slightest doubt that this policy will · not'last 
long. The forces of nature are against it, the sentiments of the English people are against 
it; and I have not the slightest do11bt that as long as Engliahme n are· what they are, ·us 
long as the Q11cen's proolamation is religiously followed. by her trusted Viceroys, and as 
long as Indian people cherish the desil·e to live under . that English .rode .and look-- . upon 
that rule as a Slli'O pledge and a sign, under God's Providence, of progress 11nd freedom, so 
long I h11ve not the slighlest doubt we shall resist all11Uempts to imringe the liberty of. the 
people. o! this country and protest against all Sllch Bttempts,. and so long we ah~ll tt•y to 
vindical_e those principles and those traditions which it ia the highest glory of England lo 

, have tlloghl us to-revere and rega1·d. (Oheers.) 

liB. A. a.MUZ1lll• lola. A. 0. Muzuunn (Bengal, No. 688 on the list) :-Brother Delegates,-We. all 
»AB. feel thai we meet here this year under. the portentous shadow of a great ~crisis. _The year 

• one thousand eight hundred and ninety·seven of the Christian era shull long be remem~ 
bered in this country as one fraught with untold misel'ies and disasters to the millions of 
Indian people. As fate would have it, the year of a glorious record·reign has been a year 
of gloomy record-calamities to us. In fact, if there were a Dryden among us now, it wo11ld. 
indeed be his A1111u.o ll{irabil;,. Famine, plague, pestilence and earthquake have 'been 
devastating the country from one end to the othe1·. Millions of souls, such as might 'have 
densely populated a whole country, have fallea in the hands of an inscrutible Providence ; 
while yet the flower of the army-the bulwark of the Empire-are still being sacrificed. 
by hundreds and thousands to a fat11ous policy in the bleak, barren moun tsin fastnesses' 
ol Afghanistan. But, gentlemen, the worst was yet to have happened, and alas I it has 
come lo happen at Iasl For some years past sordid. oorrespondents and venal journalists 

- hid been lrylng their best persistently to calll;..niate u8, brand us with disloyalty imcl 
poison the mind of Government against us. Confident, however, of oO:r own innocence, 
and still more conUent of the greatness of the constitution under wliich we live, we have 
always afForded to treat such base libels and calumnies with scorn. But now we have beeit 
openly charged and condemned by the Slate itself for sedition l Gentlemen, born· of -a 
people whose anosstors often sacrificed their own children for the Sllpposed welfare of their · 
kings, we disdaiu to hear lessons of loyulty from those whose liberties are bathed ana 
consecrated in royal blood. But brother delegates, however violent the nccnaation may be 
to OUI' feelings, we are now upon our trial and must auawe1• the charge. First, then, gentle
men, conoeding for argument's sake-and argument's sake only-that there is sedition in 
this country, and thai both Lord Sandhurst and Lord George Hamiltoa have in their 
unerring vision almost silnultsneously seen its horrid spectre rising out of its bloody 
grave of 1857; or to speak more logically in an age of scientific resaarches, that bola 

. Sir· C~arles ~iott an~ Sir. Lepel Grillin have through close applicatioa to political 
bacteriology, amce thetr retirement on pension, discovered an abnormal existence of . 
sedition bacillna in the IndiBil atmosphere, does not Sllch a conoession, I seriously ~ 
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involTe- 11· iaoli admission cf "incompetency and bungliuga eome~bere r Whtft ihere is 
disloyalty, i)lere is discontent. And a sudden ontbnrai of discontent after a hundred and 
fi!ty year~ of settled Government-a Government that hu nnqnostionably conferred 

· a thousand. and one blessings upon the Ind.ian peopl-must pl'llllllppoee mismanagement of 
no ord.inary desoription at leaol .in some quarter. (Cheere.) Sedition never grows like 
mushroom; it must have ita seeds eown by some one. And. then, gentlemen, "·here is 
tha sedition t · Sedition in- this country, as hao been told lly-our distinguished leador 
:Mr, W. C. Bonnerjee, at present is only a bngbeer -whioh exista nowhere exoept in tho 
wild and oppressed imagination of some people who are naturally jealous of the rising 
generaiion of ihe Indian t·acee. Gentlemen, for whai and for whom should we be 
seditions f Is there any shadow of the Moghul still hovering about the country that is 
beckoning us to raise the cresoent standard on the mouldering walls of Delhi r. Jo there ~ 
Peshwa in the Decoan who is still harping on the dreams of a Maharatta Empire r Then 
for whom ehoulCl we. be seditions f We can only be seditions either for Russia or for 
e~narchy. And lives there a thinking man in this country, who does not see that there ia 
not much to choose bet)Veen these two f No, it is our bost intereat and truest patriotism 
io maintain Britieh supre1118Cy in India. It is -no frothy sentiment of gushing loyalty, 
but the simplest dictates of commonsense and self-interest. I am free to confeas that 
I like English Government not for England and Engliehmen, buUor India and the Indian 
people. (Hear, hear.) England might still be England without India; but India without 
England would be nowhere at the present moment. (Hear, hear.) In the language of Sir 
Wilfrid Laurier-pardon me, gentlemen, I have used the name of a Canadian; but what h"' 
been said can no longer. be unsaid-in the language of the great Canadian Premier, "If we 
were to oease to be British subjects now, the lou would be certainly oure." Then wherefore 
ihis dnstic aud retrograde measure r Lorcl.;!:.ytlon had gagged the Indian P•·esa, but even 
he did not gag the Indian people, It wao re98rved for your Radical Viceroy to forgo 
fetters for both the Indian Press and the Indian public at the same time in one st1·oke ol 
hii peri. Lord Lytton's violenL measure was at once removed from the statute book by 
his great liberal successor; and is it to avoid euch a contingency that under tho garb of 
dealing with extra-territorial oll"cocea Lord Elgin's Government hao undertaken by an 
indireot move to gag botlt the press and the public by changing t.he general substantiva 
law of tlte countt·y? At aU events it is altogether an unique prooeeding, first to obtain a 
novel interpretation which is dangerous and unsound, and then haaten to make this bad 
law sound and good by legislative enactment. (Cheers.) Waa it that the Government of 
Lord Elgin wao afraid that if some time were given, some of the othe1· High Courts migU 
interpret it differently. (Voioe-' possibly.') There is certainly an indecent haole about 
the matter which may not unnatu•·ally lead to a suspicion that Go•ornmeot io most. 
anxious not to allow any time for any other High Court to express a different inlerpreta.
tion and thereby defeat its object and embarrass its situation. :r.Ir. Chalmers tells us that he 
is anxious to assimilate the Indian law to tlte English low on the mbject. I am afraid his 
Engllsh dose is a little too strong for the Indian system, and our distinguished leader, 
:Mr. W. C. Bonnerjee, has told you tltat we are still prepared for much stronger doses if 
only the presmiption will contain a pMJl<lr and stronger diet. The spirit of the measure 
is self-contradictory and, therefore, stands self·condemned. For while the grhily of the 
ofl'ence is further acoentnated by enhancing the penally from 3 to 10 yearo, its importance 
ia curionely diminished by relegating its cognizance within the competency of the inferior 
courts.- The mischiefs of tho proposed change are quite obvious, and I leave ito other defects 
to be dealt .with by independent critics. There ore many Saws in ilia Dill which, I beli~ve, 
ought rather to be left to private criticism and to criticism of the presa tbnn Iorm the s~bJcclo 
of public deliberation in an assembly of this deocription. ~n the.name o! fnirneas, tn the 
name pf the :British constitution, we solemnly proteat agamat th•• dras~tc and da~gerooa 
measure. We deaire to raise onr warning voice against a deplorable m11take wh10h the 
Government is about to commit, but which, we trust, may yet be anrted. (Cheen.) 
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MuNBHI AIJl)UL Tura -Mr. President, J;trother Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen,-! 
should not have come on the.pladorm to address you after the illaotrious spe'eches that hn& 
just been delivered, had I not been ordered by the President ·and the Delegates.· ·:r CO"Qitt' 
here simply 1o obey you, •nd I could not venture to disobey tou.· As far as the •debate itself 
is concerned, I \hink i ilm not competent to deal1rith it so 'W~ll as it has been alreaily dealt 
with : l have to 11dd only a few -remarks, and that is as to what sedition means, 'that 'Word 
which just now is in the trunith of every one: Looked nt fronl the Congress point of ·view',· 
thatis from the view in which Congress people take it, it meanJ nothing more than nuspicion 

. . ' existing in the mind of the foreign rulers ruling over a country with which they are vet'J 
little acquainted. What is ~he condition of the co,untry Y · Th~ condition of the country is 
that people are imported herein India to govern a nation witli which they 'are no~ J!l all 
.acquainted,. and in only . a very few years' they· are raised to -the very high grades of 
magis~rates of the first class,' district magistrates and sessions judges. So1 it is from· their 
doing that you see that this inisohiex comes out.· If any hint is 11uggested to them for 
reform, they impute it to sedition, and they say that the :people ol Inclia are revolting 
against justice and against the good institations · eslablis~ed by the British 'Govern
ment. But that is not really the· cas~; What the peopleinsk and what they 'Suggest 
is as to what ought to be; what is the proper thing,-'-wh~t ought ta be retained for 
the people of India. The officials, however, take a contrat·y view. They say ~• these 
tnen rebel against us!' But th$t is not the case; What is\ called sedition ~n India ia 
nothing more than wise counsel, and it is wise suggestion for &I reform which ought to exist; 
for the people of India in ganeral. Now, again, the law of sedition may be taken and be 
dealt with nuder the head of public lb.w. As you know, in the ,lrndian pnblic or criminal law 
there is one person who acts as arbitrator, btit in point of fact is as well as. one of the 
plaintiff• or as well as one of the parties to the question ~It ill quite impossib1e iu such a 
case that the arbitrator·who has his interest invoh•ed-in the question. should" be :impartial, 
unless he raises himself ont of the·sphere of prejudice· which ~has been surrounding llim 
altogether and removes himself out of this atmosphere. If .Jni 'raises himself =t 'bf this 
atmosphere, he can deal impartially, and then only he oan_ao justice, 1md at no other -time, 
In lhis case magistrates having their own interests involved, bacau8e it is they !Who say that 
-the parties who have been brought before them are seditions, .re incompetent because they 
are new impnrted men, quite unacoustomed to the customs of \the conntry; In the other 
'case they may have their own interests invol~ed, nnd therefore ·it is necessat·y -thai the 
question of trying and settling the question of sedition should not be entrusted to on& 
individuol, but ought to be placed before more than one person whereby 1he question of 
one's influeuoe, iudividuality, and being interested or actaated wah certain motives of his. 
own, may be eliminated or taken outside. That iA, if you ba"e ~ome two or· throe ·persons 
assooiated with the magistrate who is' trying the question of sedition, tbe case can be easily 
tried. Does any court of this nature exist in India Y One ilj the Cout·t of. Sessions,, tho 
other is tbe High Court. No, these two courts can deal with iJ>e question e..Uy 'becf\USe in 
the first instance they oonsist of more persons than one wilh whom the question ·~an _be 
~afo~y entrusted. As far as the High Court is concerned, you \can see that because it i~ 
>nshtuted by Royal Charter it can very easily and impartially iloal with· the question, 
be~use it is ~uite an independent arbitra1or.to the two person~ quarrelling. ·Again, ~n the 
H1gh Court rt cannot be entrusted 1o one individual, because one individual is liable to ·b& 
011rricd away by his own private ideas, and therefore it ought to .be entrusted• to more 
members than one.~These members can easily decide the question in which they are not 
involved. · ' 

:Ma. G. N. AsNB (Berar, No. 94 on the list) then addressed. th~ meeting in Marathi in . 
eupport of the resolution. · · ~· · · ·. · · • . · 

The resolution was put and carried unanimously. 
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· Mn. JOBN ADAM fMadl'a8, No.5 on'the list) !-Mr. President, DelegaW&, Ladies and 
Gepllemen.-I am unforlunate ro /come before you a second time wilh a resolution upon 
.a rather dry and te~ical subject! ln any oilier country in the world it would seem 

. -very remarkable in a discuasion~Bn Crimioal Proced11re to find any one io lhe allllionoo 
. except lawyers and criminals as being the only parties who might, one would lhiok, 
, be afrected by a measure of this ature. . :But, for . .reaaons . which I need. not on tor upon 
par_licularl;y, ihe population cf is country takes as much interest io the Criminul Pro. 
oodure Code as people in-<>iher·~untrie8ar;l"ignorant of it. _The resolution which I haYe 
io place before you is in the follbwing terms :-

. : " Tha• this Congress desink to record ita prote't against lhe. Criminal Procedur~ 
' Bill of 1897 now pendiog beforp the Imperial Legislative Counoil as being a retrograde 

. and reactionary measure, whi~ill add to the already large powers of the pofice, invost 
magistrates with a discretionar authority which they do not now possess, and curtnU lhe 
powers of the High Courts, all the extreme prejudice of accused persons," 

. ' ·. Gentlemen, this Crimioalljrocedure llUl of 1897 is not like one of the exceptionul 
'measures wilh which we have j'l"t been dealillg. ·A late judge of the Calcuttu High Court 
has been on special duty for a year in making what is onlled the decennial revision of the 

· Crimioul Procedure Code, althoilgh ns a matter of fact fifteen years have elapsed since 
the last revision. We are ~ld by Government that it hns beetniSUal;-.md · thai i._ io wise 0 

t01-evise from time ro time the\Code&B()IILIILclear·up 11Ilrdiflioultiea which may have 
been .found in their.interpretatio~d add any improvements which tho course of time 
has found·to-be neoessaty-~rlnciple which, perhaps, is all very well in itself; bu~ thia 
las~ revision of tho Code which ~as been produced before us does nal, as the resolntion 
states, and as I hope I shull be 1able io a very few words to show you, really carry out in 
any way what we have always tnderstood to be tho intention of these revisions. In fact, 
if you come to look at it you ..Jm find tha~ wilh two exceptions, .,;,,, tho provisions as to 
first offenders copied from the r.nglish low, which was origioully iotendod to be intro• 
duced as a separate bill, and in fact which was iotroducod aa a separate bill, but which has 
now been withdrawn-and iheiprovisiona enabliog persona who cannot find security to 
'be placed under police aarveill, nee and not sent to jail, I do not ~hink that thore is a 
sioglo improvement introdl!ood into this Bill, there is not a single lino added or altered 
in ihe direction of progress inlthe Crimiool Procedure Code, As to clearing up doubts 
which may have arisen, these Sllfinfinimimally fewin number, two or· three at the very 
most, and where they have been cleared up, ihoy 

0 

have been cleared up on the oido of 
making the law more severo against accused persona. :Bot besideo that we have a large 
number of additions to the :Bill all tending to produce the three results which are set out 
in the resolution. Now, I ihiok you wUl admit ~hal in the first place il the bill adds to 
.the already large powers of the police it must be a retrograde and unwelcome measure. 
I, like. a great many more he~e, spend a great part of my limo in warring against the 
police, and I certainly do not, wish them to be armed with more powerM weapons to 
enable them to fight better than they do now. :But seriously, with all respect ro the police, 
their general character throughout the eountry is not such as ro make any cf us desire 
that they should be armed with larger powers tban they now poaeeaa. Then secondly, we 
say ihat it invests magistraWI with discretionary authority which they do not nD'II' 

possess. Here agaio ro increase in important matms the discretionary po_wera of l~e 
magistrates must be regarded as a retrograde measure. We have already dieensaed an<l 
passed a resolution with reference to tho separation of the judicis!, or more properly 
speakiog the magisterial and the exeonlive functions, and we know. that magisterial 
powers ~ very often and to a very large extent exercised by men who, however well• 
meaning ihey may be, have neither the trainiog nor the experience nor the ability to act 
wilh discretion in the &enae in which discretion ie uod in any form of legal proceda~. 
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(Hear, hear, and cheers.) With regard to many of them it is not their faul~ for as I ha~e 
said they have not had the training. H is not their business to be magwtrates. IA. 1S 

merely a sort of off-shoot of their regular work, and they pro~ably have nev~r he~rcl o~ 
the definitions which great lawyers have laid down as to what lS ~eant· 'by. d1sc:~t1o~ OJ; 
• d' · 1 discret'1on. I believe it was Lord Mansfield who sa1cl that dlScretion m, a 

. JU lCla , . 'cl a· 
legal sense metwll-" souncl-diseretion-guided by law.!' ·. " _The maglB~rate must be ~u> e . 
by law and not by humour "-not by the mere \Vhim.o~_what he .thin~s _!I!... woulc! }ik~ to 
do. That is not discretion in the legal sense. D1screl10n gmded by-legal pnn01ples 
would compel a man in the exercise of his discretion even to do .the very thing that ~· 
would not personally wish to do. 'l'he third point which we say IS bad and retrograde lS 
the provis\On to curtail the powers of the High Court •. I .do not,thin~ I need sa! a_ worcl 
in support of the principle that if the Bill CUI'tails the powers of the H1gh Court 1t must be 
retrograde and reactionary. The extreme powers of the High: Court granted under the 
Charters have always been looked up to as, in the last resort, the palladium of the accused 
person. Thor~ he feels that however hopeless, he has at least one friend, the Judge. . High 
Courts, I kuow, are not faultless; sometimes one High Court takes one view of ite du~ies 
and another High Court another. The Madras High Court sometimes · does not think 
very highly of 'the decision of the Allahabad High Court or even the Calcutta High 
Court; and doubUoss thoso lligh Courts repay the compliments. Dut of one thing 
we are always certuin. We always feel that in the ordinary administration of criminal 
justice every High Court is guided by a sense oxjnstice, and w!ll . do all in its 
power to redress inequalities and irregularities, or failure~:£.- jlllltice which may 
happen amongst subordinate magilitrates ; and to _curtail its power of doing . so 
and · praoticolly .to cut away such safeguards ·must do an infinity of · harm. 
Therefore, gentlemen, if these propositions can be sustained, then I prefiume you 
will have no difficulty in accepting the resolution which I have been asked. to 
put before you. Dut' it is one thing . to soy that this is the effect of the Bill,· and It 
is another thing to show from the Bill itself that thut is a cot•rect statement of its effect,. 
and I must ask "you to bear with me for a few minutes while I point out Dome of the new 
provisions of the Bill which, in my opinion, and I believe in your opinion, will lead you to 
the conclusion at which I have arrived. I shall try to do so very shortly, and I hope I Will · 
not weary you while I am "reading them. The firstamendm~nt ill in paragraph iO of the 
Bill in section 10, aub-seclion 2." There is a new provision altogether which says that 
.. The local Government may from time to time appoint· any mugistrate of the 
firs' cluss to be · an . additional district magistrate for a period _not exceeding 
three months, and such !'dditiona\ district. magistrate shall have all or any_ of the 
powers of a district magistrate under this Code that t)le local Government maj".dlrect." . 
It is not very cleur why this exjreme power sho~d.be given of appointing an additional 
district magistrate, but it is quite evident how the matter might be worked, and· whut we 
have to cousider is,not the mere harmless appeurance of these things on pnper, but'how they 
may be worked in practice by any Government or_ any authority which wishes tO: .Sa· the 
powers'given to it to the extreme extent. Now, it is qUite clear that what any Goy;r~;,cn~ 
might do is this : if they h~cl a district magistrate in a district who they . tho~ght . was 
not quite ~trong ·enough for_ their special purpose, they have nothing elSe· to ·d_(). 'i>ui 
to say " hero aro a number of coses of a purticulor ·nature which ought to be deliU 
'll'lth severely and strongly, and ~e district magistrate . is a goo~_ fellow, but hEi iS 
rather weak," and they can . take one of tho str<mgest men ·_ ~hey have . and say 
" you go down to that district as additional magistrate and we give you aU the powerii ot 
a district magistrate, and you con do anything in thut district. which a dist~ict m8gistra~ 
can df? ;" for the pro,vision distinctly llllys that he is to have au or any .of the powers 'of a 
dis~ict magistrate, while 'that mogistrute is still in his own district. ·.The. next· point to 
which I would refer-! am only picking out the worst of them-is comparatively small; but 
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it s_hows the tendency of the Bill throughout · This is a provisc to section 21 whereby a 
'Cht~ Presidency Magistrate is giyeli. the same power over other magistrate• as a district 
-magtstrate has over magistrates auborclinate to him. That, of course, aft'eots only presidency 
1:ow:n"! .but stfil it· is ·· quif.e a ·Iiew idea altogether; and unless there is some reason for it, 
-whtch we are not told, it seems a !very reactionary and retrograde measure indeed, and 
.betrays an unwarranted distrust cd the junior magistratei who are usually natives . . -~· ' . ' . . 

. Section ~2 introduces a new section wh'cli again, as you will see, may be worked in ,. 
~o·.~ oppresstve manner. That is a well·kli.own clauBB that every person is bound to assist A 

magtstrate or police officer t•easonably demanding his aid, whether within or without the 
.Presidency towns, and then it gives v~rious occasions on which persons are bound 
~o ,assist a magistrate or police ollicet, but this is added as a last clause. "In the 
'SUJ?pression of a riot or an all't•ay or the q.;spersion of an unlawful assembly or an assembly 
of, five or more persons likely to cause a disturbance of the publio peace." Read by itself 
e~ery person is bound to assist a police officer to disperse an assembly of fi••e or more per

.sollll, so that any police officer according 1\) this walklng-·along the street and seeing 
nve people talking together, and taking it into his head that they are likely to cause a 
' . ·quarrel, may call upon those around.thetn·to oome and help him-in-dispersing such an 

·assembly. .The reasons in the statement of objects and reasons are, I don't wish to say, 
disingenuous ; they certaili.ly do not represerit thti actual facts 11nd show at least a oon
~iderable amount of ignorance on the pari of' the person who really drew them up, The 

i: reason is that it merely incorporates se~tion '128. Now, section 128 is the \Vell known 
section which corresponds to some extent to our English " reacling of the Riot Act," and 

1 
ihe first important difference between that se~liori and this.seotion~28 restricts the power 

~,·":to station-house officers.' This new· claus&-reads-<r-any police officer" not even a mon 
I in the position of a station-house offiool". The preBBnt low contemplates at least a resort 
i -io a'police station befot•e these measures can be taken, and that section, as you know, t>iz., 
· fiection 128 also lays down various regulotion.s as to the ordering of people to dispet·se, and 
; the people showing a determination not to disperse-in faet, it safeguards the provision in 
' -every way. Whereas in this new section merely for the purpose of reproduction we 01'0 told it 
' . iS introduoed without any safeguards. I think you will agree with me tho I it is an extremely 

dangerous power to give to a simple policeman. Section 54 (3) gives the loool Government 
power to clirecl thai the provisions of this Code relating to arrest \Vithout worronl shall 

.apply to· villoge policemen or chaukidars. Thol is to soy, village policemen or chaukidara 
will oli. .notification by the local Government have the same power to arrost as an enrolled 

-policeman under Act V of 1861. You might say thai would be rather a hormleaa thing, 
because you know there is the provision in section 61 which stoles thai when a prisoner 

-is so arrested he shall be brought before a magistrate within twenty-four hours, ollowonce 
'being milde for the time necessary to bring him before a magistrate ; but in this particular 

· .'section 61 a· new-sub-Cllause is added: "Tho provisions of this section refer only to doten
. tion by a police officer enrolled under Act V of 1861." That clauiiO is especially intended 

. :to exclude Village policemen or chaukidors, so lhol the result wjll be thai 0 village polic~ 
man or chaukidar can arrest ony one he likes without a .worrant, ond can koop him in 
-custody as long as he likes without bringing him before a magistrate, and it is not nntil 
he chooBBs to, or till the enrolled police aro reody and tell him to do it thai he neod 
:han<f him over to the proper police authorities and ploce him before o magistrote. The 
reason given is thai if the provision were applied ~~ village police, the lime for detention 
might expire before he can be brought before a magistrate. . 

-- U th~ time given is twenir-rour honrs plu.a travelling lime, I do not see why the provi-· 
11ion could not apply .equally to both. In section 68 there ore three words ildded-1 do 
not kno\V what tbe r91180n is. There is n.Q excuse for it; it seems to be a chonge in 
p~~ure which might be worked with a great deal of irregularity, i.t., as to tho servios of 
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Th P
resent rule snys " such summons shall be served by a police officer or-

summonses. e ' · • h" b hnli b fli r-
aubject to auch rules BB the local Government may prescribe 1n t 18 e y· an ° co 
of the court issuing it," but now we have the w_ords added, " or other publi<: servant;" so
that any public servant may be· oolled upon to serve. police summonses br the_ court 
or the magistrate who issues it,· and every public servant is_ ·temporarily .for· the 
time being turned· inlo a policeman. · Then in sections 83, ·Sa and 8~, ';h1ch deal 
with the service of· warrants outside the jurisdiction of lhe ~urt . tssumg ~em, 
BB you know, the present rule is, . when the warrant is sent lt . must go etther 
to the magistrate or the Commissioner of Police, and then il is served on the perso;o, .who 
is arrested, who may or may not be the person wlinted and who mus~ be brought before the __ 
magistrate or Commissioner of Police to be assured thai it is the rignt person ~o be arrested, 
thai the warrant is correct and then under his authority the accused person 18 sent 1o the 
court from which the warr'ant originated. To all these sections they have added " or 
District Superintenden 1 " of Police, so that District Superintendents of Police can now. d~ 
what the magistrate previously Jlr _the .Commissioner o.f Police alone . had power to do .. 
These warrants can be executed, one can imagine, in a large number of cases where no harm 
oon come, )lut at th• same_time· it is very dangerous for these warrants can go all over the_ 
-eountry·never going out of the hands of lhe subordiliate police: ·.~en· ·there is. another 
provision introduced which I consider ia one. which, knowing the pohce as we do, may be 
worked as " greBt engine of oppression; That is in. the general provision relating to 
searches. A good many people have not got much :confidence in the. 'discretion of lh~ 
police in tlie matter of conducting searches, and we also know that searches as they are 
conducted are very often a great means of oppression. With_ reference to searches this. 
clause has been added, "where an:fllerg{jfLuutt.4boul such- place is reasonibly suspected. 
of concealing about his person any article for which search should be made, such person. 
may be searched in manner provided by sections 51 and. 52/' There ·is no preliminary 
order necessary. It is not " magistrate thai directs a person to be -searched,. but the 
police coming lo execute the search may, simply because they think some person may be· 
roncealing something, search every man, woman and child they find· about the place they 
are going to search. This may be used as a great engine. of oppression. 'Tiiere is ·another 
clause with reference to persona giving security 'for good behaviour. If you do find a 
inan who is desperate and dangerous to the community, lie certainly. ought to. be '.locked 
up. The unfortunate thing is who is to judge and decide whether a mail i8 so despemte • 
and dangerous thai he cannot be allowed to go abroad without incurring great chBZard and 
danger to the community. In a public nuisance section again, it is slated, as you know • 
thai if a person who is accused of having committed a nuisance demands a jury, he can 
hav~ the matter enquired into by a jury. The new law, if carried out, will be~if the jury 
find that the ordel' of the mogislrate is reasonable· Bnd proper, \be magistrate shall make 
it absolute ; and the new clause says that if the magistrate is of opinion that there .has. 
been misoonduct on the pari of the jury, he may order a fresh jurl't and the proceedings 
shall then commence de ·nwo. If the jury agrees wilh the magistrate, well .. and good ; . 
but if they disogree wilh M~~~o the magistrate can have another jury and g~ over the whole 
proceedings again. The next matter is one of the greatest importance. I will not 
discuss a hero ; il has been much before the public lately. That is the incorpomtion of 
a recent decision of the Allahabad High Court with reference to depositions taken by. the• 
police at preliminary enquiries. The amendment orders that this shall be· considered as 
pari of the police diaries, and therefore shall not be used except as· provided in. other 
portions of the Code, that is, practically they shall not be used in favour of the aconsed but 
they can be used agninal him. I need not, as I have said, discuss it, but there is n0 doubt 
that il must act IQost prejudicially against the accused to be unable in any way to check
the first statements which have been made by pers<ins interested with reference to the 
erime with which he is accused. Another important point which I need not ailale. upon._ 
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ia Ule cross-examination of Ul~ accused and of prosecution witneuea and tile reserving of 
ero~e-examinauon. .There ia no doubt, and 1 am quite willing to admit !t Ulat the powe~ 
~· reeerve cross-examination ia very often abused bJ membere of 'my pl'Qfesaion, especially 
m Ule mofussil, and I also Ullnk that sometimes the reservation pl orcas-examination taU. 
rather against _Ule accused Ulan in his favour. Thd I am quite willing to admit, but Ulere. 
ia also very great danger on Ule other side in taking Ule orcas-examination of witneseea 
one by one as they come •. The danger doea not lll'ise so much ~ England for . iustauce; 

· O'! in o;dinary countries, nud it would not arise here 81 a rul~ except in very ~xoeptional. 
cases -.rhere you. could continue th41 enquiry 81 it ought to be continued, if you had 
magistrate& who had no other _work tQ do..,...from day to day until the enquiry ia llniahed. 
But what happena at preaent ie, we have the enquiry for a day or two in one place, and i. 
fortnight or three weeks afterwards we are aaked tQ proceed to tOme other part of the. 
country wh_!lre the magistrate is in camp ; two or three witnesee~ are examined, and the 
pass goes on i.n that way, eo Ulat if the first two prosecution ,Ptnesees, who have been oro ... 
examined in Ule beginning, have broken down completely, Ulen by Ule next fortnight the 
prosecution have time to get up completely a ne'Y Cll88, and thus the oroas-examination of 
Ulose witnesses U Dnllified, Though under a proper system Of magistracy and OOD~ 
tinuoos trials, it would not perhaps be necessary to reeerve cross-examination, still we 
oan see that in $e presen~ system of administration of justice by mofusail magistrates, 
it is a most fatal and retrograde action to r~ the right and wm tell hean1y against 
Ule acouaed, I have only Ulree more inslan""!' tQ urge. In section 439,.U., the reviaioo 
'llection, it is said in sub-eection (5) " where under Ulie Oode an appeal liea and no appeal 
is brought, no proeeedings by way of revision shall be entertained, and except as provided 
by Ulie Oode, no prooeedinge by way of appeal or reviai<nr·Uall be entertained," Ulat .ii
SV """ a ""'" anliJ 01m wlww vtoh~e High Court under Ule Charter; no 
powers af appeal or revision will be.left except auoh aa aro opooiall,- pr<>-ridad under U.il 
Oode;--an<T -u.ese are diminished. That ia a ourla11ing- of the old powers of U.e High Oourt 
which, I am aure, for many reasons "!l'hi'?h I need not enumerate, everyone of ua would 
most deeply regret-every one of ua who are inlerQSted in Ule fair administration of jua~ice 
and in avoiding what one of U.e ablest of our English judges only ~he other dey described 
as thq · grealeat of all tragedies, Ule oonvioliOJ!. of an innocent person. I am afraid Ulia 
Code as amended shows very little sense of tha tragedy when an innocent person .il
wrongfully convicted. As to section 498, which is Ule Bail aeo~ion, the eeoond clause haa 
been a very great safeguard. It reacls "and the High Oourt or Oourt of Seaaion may, in any 
case, wheUler Ulere be an appeal on oonviotion Or not, direc~ that any person be admitted ID 
bail or that the bail requil·ed by a police officer or magistrate be reduced." That seo~ion ia 
printed as it stands, bot in the statement of objects and reasona, it ie staled that it ia reservecl 
for consideration whether Ule words" or Oonrt of Seasion ·~ ~ould not be left out, ao that Mr, 
Chalmeraproposea to leave out Ule words" Oourtof Beaaion" U.e eft'eot of which will be tha$ 
Ule power to grout bail will be given only to the High Oourta, eo that every penon would have 
w go to the High Court iustead o~ going to his own Oourt of Session which he has the 
oppormuity of doing now. There is one· other point to which I wni draw your attention, and> 
1hat ie eub-seotion 8 of eection 526-the present 526 A-with reference w tranefen. All w• 
know;it oompela Ule Coart to adjourn oases for the purpose of giving Ule accused Ule oppor
tunity of applying for a transfer from U.e magistrate vying him. To that section has beell 
added ·this aub-section in parenthesis, "onleaa it ie of opinion that Ule application ia made foil 
the purpoee of delay or otherwiee prejudicing Ule course of justice." Tha~ ie to say, iustead ol 
h~-rin .. an absolute right to go and apply to a aaperi!'r tribunal for transfer, Ule ........ a q 
eolely

0
left to the mercy of the Court from which the transfer ia desired, and Ule preaiding 

~agietrate is often moat mortally ofFended when auch an application ie made, because ~e 
takes it as a aort of pereonal insult. I do not see why Ulat sheuld be tha case, but eo •* 
otteO: is. At. present,· if Ule application ia made in proper time and in a proper way, he .ii-
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obliged to grant it ;'If not, a person has the o)>portunity to apply to· the High Court, buti 
that ~ight is swept away because it is to be left altogether to the discretion of the magi&ol 
trate and if the latter cho'oses to think that tho applicant wishes to cause delay, he: would 
not ;rant it. I need not trouble you any more ; I have_ selected the' most important of the" 
alterations, and I think I havet~aid sufficient to prove to you·.that the afFect. of ilt these. 
amendments bken together is that ·which is atatecl in tho resolution which I have put· 
before you. I have not suggested any' improvements which might be introduced. at. :tho· 
period of revision. 'If it were ail ordinary occasion, we -~~ght ,encl oU~ time in su~gesting' 
improvements, but unfortunately we have to spend out tune· mstead ·tn deprecatmg. ana, 
opposing the amendments that are suggested. Thereforli I must content m~ell, at Ie~t. 
at present, with havinlr pointed out to you what I consider to be the most senous defects u1 
the amended Bill. I hope otir represeilte,tives upon the Viceroy's Ooimcil will take care,. 
as fsr as they 'can; that this Bill is not passed in it• present: form •. I have great pleasure in, 
proposing the resolution which I read to you at tho comm~nco~ent.. (Choers.J . · ·. J 

J 

MR. Hlltl'RAUD CHAnut (Krishnagar, Bengal No •. 684 9n the listf :,-Mri !'resident,; 
.Brother Delegates,. Ladies and ·Gentlemen,.;... The· _resoluti9n which . I .have como tQ, 

second was proposecl ably by Mr. Adam, and he has 'practically dwelt upon• almost1 
every section·· which ·could have b<ien.Jaid hold of by a ~awyer ; '\lnt lltiU I consid~r that, 
some orlln>-important.changes ought to be spoken to, lhough .very briefly. One _qf_ th~:. 
most important· changes that have been proposed to. be made.in the Criminul. Procedur~i 
Code is section 109;~which wa& not iutroclnced.into.the.Bil,l wheidt was fi.rst· presel).ted_il! r 
the Viceroy's ~gisiativ~ b-oimcil--onthe 15th of :october.l897,, but which .has~reeantly: 
been introduced into the CounciL· '!'his. section 109 reuds.iu a somewhat· di!Fer.en~ form.: 
It says that unless a man who.misbehaves himselfiS abl~:nn~sureu..;;-~l-6"9o4 · · 
.behaviour fol".B ~ ~~~twelve-m~; he il!, to be. brougM ,unde.P th~ purview: 
of ordinary section 109, and that from the words- of the hon'bJ.e.· .membeL._who -:-proposed) 
this amendment, it appears that the ,;,achinery .may oP.,rate··ae-·.!1'1 :.e!Feotive. warning.. n, 
has been stated.there that the Council of. the Government' of India refuse~· ~o: ~a~ .any" 

-action about gogging the. press ;_but thia D).USt have been ·meant doing so in a.direct DlB1lller,. 
knowing the efFect. of the Act, aa it would place in the ha11-ds of~ the exec~ttiv~·_an. engine or 
eontrol of the press which in. 'many cases_ .might be so used as compleWJ,y to stifle free) 
discussion. It would seem ·atso from the remark that' was made .at .the "time;, tha,t th'! High, 
Court ancl the Cintrts. of revision woulcl see that provision is not.usecl iu any way, 0ppres~; 
aively-that there is n\) rigM of appeal under section 109, Therefore th,ereil!, another reason-" 
stronger reason-why .. this amendment should. not be 'introd~tcecl_into :thQ_!)od~ ,·:Mo~ver,J 
you have heard inany speilkers who spoke aboitt.seditioiL-.law. And_be~uQ!f,.J,24AJ.BaY that, 
there is the precaution that a proseeutiOn cannd~ be· undertaken. '\Vithout the sanctiol! of, 
the local Government or the Governor-General in Council;. but in a ll!ll!e )lllder s.ection 1 09" 
no such sanction is necessary; the magistrate of the [istriot will himself be._empowerecl 
11nd!lr the law that is going to be ensoted, to pro~e<iu~ pers'On.e llilder. ~hia section, and. we· 
do not know whether persons who either by t)teir mitingil .. o~:: their. speecho~ have; _made 
themselves obnoxious to the.· district authorities,. will: not find- themselves -placetlln, 
a queer position when they ~ave to be tried' by the ~arne. authoritie~~. _A.s _to_ the proposal& 
111ade regarding curtailing· the ·aooused's 'right of jnspe_otjng poli~ . diaries, . I Shall 
only stale to you one of the grounds that were .. put: forward . by one ol· ·the j11dges 
of ~~e Allahabad High· Court; and it is this: that if a _person who- gave his do
pos•t•on before the police . was going to be exBininecl iu ,. case· as a witness, his 
etatament to .the pol,ioe will not be relied upon and will not be allg~ed -~. b~ . placed . before 
~e Court II;> test the truth of what has been stated at some earlier stage. of the procoecl· 
Jngs by w~·~h the. accused .person ~ight help hinlself. But, gentlemen, you will lincl 
f.bese promtona have been ~riticise~ .more or less in the dift'erent newspa_pers -of tho 
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eouiltry.• One point I wish to lay stress upon is about ilie acousecl'a right to apply for a 
transfer, which is now going to be limited, before any evidence haa been taken. Many 
Gf the Judges of the High Court know that after the trial has commenced, many of tho 
Judges make some remarks to show "in what way they will deoide the 08Be ; and these form 
the gronnde for appliootion for tran.sft>r to the High Court l and if this right of transfer 
is only to be exercised before any evidence is taken, these grounds will altogether be loft 
Gut. There is another provision that has been dilated upon by our respeoted loader Mr. 
_Joh!! ·Adam. namely, section 257, clause 2. That claqaa..i.t .... ry miachievoU8, beoanse in our 
11art of the country, that i&,._ill..the mofussil..in almost all places, the aoousod poraons do 
not know what the chargo is ; they are taken before a magistrate, oncl on the first day 
they are sent up, the evidence of the proseoution witness is takeq, and also they have the. 
opportunity of cross-examining them. Unleu they give the information to the pleaders, 
ihey cannot Sllccessfully cross-examine the witness, and that is the only opportunity of 
cross-examining the witnesses, because in the later stage of the case, they will not be 
allowed to avail themselves of". the opportunity which they now have of further croaa
·examining the- proaeoution witnesseS; I can say that if this proviaion is enacted into law> 
this will work injuriously and to the detriment of acousod persone. With these words I 
beg to seconll the propoaition •. ·. · ..7 ---- · · 

.· ·. PuNtirT K. P.' KAVYA Biai..uAr>. (Bengali-NO:C_686 ori the list) :-Mr. Proaiclent, 
Fellow Delegates, Laclies and Gentlemen;-Yon need not be afraid that I am going to 
4J.Hiot upon you a speech iii support of this resolution. I should say that this Bill haB been 
proposed in order to make yon feel that our laws movo. Well, you may call this move a 
retrograde and reactionary movement ; nevertheless it moves, but I should say that I have 
li greater affection for the Act a8 it fs, than ·for the BiU as it is proposed. I have a greater 
affection for it. I ha~e-got no Morris's Diotion~ry wiili me to define the meanin"g of ilie 
word • affection.'' The greater reason therefore there ii for me to heartily oupport this 
~esolution ~hich is before yon without any speech at all. · · 

_ MJ! •. PA~~All~ Govnm (BeriLI', No, 64 on the list) acldreBSed the meeting in Urdu, 
.in· support of the resolution to the following effect :- . 

· Mr. President, Broilier Delegates; Ladies nnd Gentlemen,-The proposed resolution 
now before-you is about the Bill of 1897, for the amendment of the Criminal Procedure 
<lode.- · · 

. . The ~e~ns for this resolution were ·fully give~ to you by MeBBra. Adom, Hari
praBad Chatterjee, pleader of Krishnagar, and Pandit K. P. ;Kavy~ Bisharad of Bengal, 
and I am now called upon Co ~xplain the .. amendment briefty in Urdu to tbo110 of the 
anclience who do not understand English. 

i:muat b~gtiard~~-~f the- gentl~m~n who cc~d f~llow and have. app~eciated "!""1 
predi.cessors' speeches on the subject, becaitae tbey will have to spend tn VBJU the ttm& 

which will ~-o~pie~ iri my acl~resa to this IIBsetnbly in Urdu. 

There are so many objections to the Bill that to fully explain them all, it will take 

8 very long time indeed. I will therefore ottempt to bring only a few of. iliem to your 
notiee, to convince you that the amendmenla emboclied in the Bill are not caloulated to 
iniprove and simplify the present Law of Criminal Procedure, bat o~ the controry aro 
such that if they are passed, they will be very good weapona of oppre ss10n • • 

In the ~at place, you will notice that the locsl Governm~nt il by para. ~· section 54., 
<L • ed •- 1 11 •Le provisione uf this Code relatiDg to arrest wtthout warrant 

auwonz "' app Y a "' · , 1 h 
'Jrith such moclifications aa tbey may like, to villago Police ~or Jagbas ~ w~ cal t em 

. in this province). These are not enrolled under the fohce Act, and it bemg nowhere 
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provided_' ~\hill wh~~ time the person pr pe:sons ~estecl by a · member· o~ thi"': 
Jaglis foree 'are tq 1M! brought before ·I\ !)l&gJ&traw, •~. ma~ so happen tha~ sny per;wn .. 
may be arrested by a ,Taglia !Uid :k.ept for. llo longer time m custody thllll the tun& 
(24 hours) within which the regular police are :bound ·to· ~~oduce ~ch arrested'· 
person before a magistrate, An unsc~pulous police officer, by gettmg a .Jag!?" to ~rest. 
11 person, oan gain the advlllltage'of keeping such arrested person fo~ a long time .w1thout 
having to troubl&._himse1f to ob~ ~n order of remiUld from a ma8'Jitr_a~ 2"ho -~ . ~~llll: 
suoh remand for gooa"Yellbona enol~.··: :; . . ---·-r~c--'.' ' 

· Gentlemen, you knoiv the wo~ 'of our~~ very 'weir.:- Tliey ar~ ~erely ~o~l~; in~ 
the hands of Patels and have to work under police directions, A police officer, who inwnda, 
to keep any person in arrest for more than the time he is authorized by law, can dq sq by 
telling a Jaglia to arrest that person, iJ!stead of ~estiu~ him personally,. Th~ prov~OJ!., 
is therefore a powerful weapon likely to be used m,takmg. harsh lllld unJUSt pro!lE'edmgs. 
against an unfortunate ~ocent ~rson.. : ' . . (' 

, . Secondly, I beg io draw your attention to the provisions under section 118 in which.' 
discretion is given to the magistraw to order that any person shall be placed under poliO& 
slipei'vllduil fux "term-u~ing three years, for keeping the peaoe or maintaining 
good behaviour, instead of deman~rit.r from him. Now, you all will be able to see 
how the magistrate is strongly armed by ~ pi'Ovisillntoad~ more injury and annoyance
to the person brought befo.re him, under Chapter Vlli of this Code·ror11ecurity_for Jteeping-
~he peace and remaining in what is called good. behaviom:~ . . · · 

Thirdly; then secti~n 172 is copied word for word from the present pod:e-:..;.in n9t 'allow 
ing an accused person to have the use and the inspection of the 'statemente made by any 
witness before a police officer and recorded by him. · We have, under the authority !>f. th~ 
cases decided by the Calcutta and Bombay High Conrte, obtained up to this time the inspe~ 
tion of suoh statements and cross-examined the witneBBes for the prosecution on those state
ments. But the Allahabad IDgh Court, difFering in a reoent case from the Calcutta IDgh 
Court, decided that an aocused person has no suoh right. . All iny profeBBional brethren 
present here kuo"!' very. weH'that. we have in many cases succeeded in exposing a false cas& 
by having inspection of the statements recorded by the police, and by oontradioting 'lfith 

. the aid of suoh statements nnscrupulons witnesses' who· have altered their story. If th~ 
lnspactio,n and use of statemems is refused, as is proposed by the Bill under consideration~ 
there are no good means left to the Moused. in prison to find out and. to show to the 
Court the weak points in the case· brought against him, and whioh may _have been 

~-- subsequently' strengthened by concocted. mde.>oe • · 

I must n~~ ~iiple~":X:LIV'lnxn.,;.fi;;..._ W, su~ction .; of ~ectio~ 
526. This section provides that the notice of the in~ntion 9~ !)laking applicntio~)or. th~ 
transfer of any case should be given before the hearing has commenced, and the 11pplicant 
must satisfy the court in .whioh the case is pending that the application is not made fo~ 
the purpose of delay or will otherwise be prejudicial to the course of ~ustice, 

. Gentlemen, in ~ number of oases we find that' a proper cause fol' making applicatio'! 
fo: transfer arises afwr the commencement of the trial or inquiry; Under the presen~ 
Bill not ouly will it be that there 'It ill be no remedy for cases like this, but even for .an 
applioation beiore the commencement of the trial, an aCcused perSon m~st satisfy th~ . 
eourt from whioh he would wish to withdraw his oase, that his inwntion is not to cause 
delay or otheryrise prejudice the oourse of justice. Under this vague and very -generally 
worded provision, I think no application for transfer can be made, unless it is well supported. 
by the court itoelf in whioh the oase is pending. 
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Gentlemen, I am now told that my time is over. I therefore add one mora point, and 
that is about the cu!~ilment of the revisional powers of the High Courl In my judgment 
this provison will prove a most injurious one, especially in a province like Borar, where a 
great many people are utterly ignorant, and several have no meaDs of getting the aesistanoo 
of legal advisers~ Though I have no actual figures hera in my hand to '!bow in how man;p 
~ases the High Conrt of. this province thought it n~oossary to exercise of ita own acoord 
ita revisional powers in oases decided by su~ordinate court&, in order iliat real justice should 
be done, I oan assure yon that there are many oases which come under this head in which 
orders and sentenoes were qnashed by the High Court. By restricting the High Court to 
exercise its revisional jurisdiction,• a further bar will be created for closi-ng the doors of 
justice against aocllSed persons. 

On the grounds submitted by me and by my predecessors; I hope you will unanimouol,y 
"WOte for the proposition moved by Mr. Adam. 

The resoldion was put and carried unanimously._ 

. The President :-It is_now 3-30 r. 111. and we will adjpurn for half an hour, 

The Congress reassembled at i-10- P. >L 

Mr. J. GHouL (Oalcutta, No. 665 on the list) :-With the permission of ilia Presi· 
dent, I should like to aay that gentlemen who were delegates to the last Oongreaa at Calcutta 
will get their oopies of the report by calling at the Secretaries' office in this eompound. 
Those that want to purchase .them will also get them iliere at one rupee each. 

The President :-..Gentlemen ancl delegates, I have to ask you to anthorise mc to send 
in yonr name a telegram of ccngratalation to Mr. W. E. Gladstone. (Cheers.) He is 

·completing his eighty-ninth year l.his day. 

Mr. W. 0. Bonnerjee :-I have to propose three cheers for Mr. Gladstone. 

The audience rising to their feet, and waving their handkerchiefs, heartily responded 

to this oall, 

The President :-After that cheering, I take it that I have your permission to send 

that telegram. 
Gentlemen, I put the next resolution which runs as follows:-

"That this CongP<lBS while thanking the Government for granting the boon of a 
Legislative Councii to the Punjaub, places on record ita regret thai they h•ve nol extended 
to the councillors the rights of interpellalion, and the people, the right of recommending 
eouucillors for nomination such as are enjoyed b7lhe conncillors and peop~e in the olher 

prOViilces." · 
This is one of those reaolnlions which we have discussed olton; and on which we are 

agreed. Na discuaaion is needed, and I therefore put it from ilia chair. ' 

The resolution was carried unanimousl,y. • 
:MR. P. N. Joa {Berar, No. 59 on the list) :-Mr. _President, Brother Delegates, 

Ladies and Gentlemen,-! shall, with your permission, read on I to you the proposition thai 

I am called upon tO move. 
" That the province of Berar, though nol a part of British India, is administered,.,b,y 

the Governor-General in Conncil in lhe same way as any portion of British India, ,Jmt tho 
important work of legislating for. the pro~noe is ~erfor!"ed ~y the ~xeouti~e, ~lead <'f 
by lhe Legislative Council, resulhng often m unswtable and moonveruenllegiolaiJon. Th1s 
Congress, therefore, humbly ·prays lhat so long as Berar is administered by lbe Governor
GenerW. in Conncil, all laws and orders having the foroe of law intended for ~orar ·shonld 
be enacted by UJ.e Snpreme Legislative Council in the same way ea those for British India 

proper." · · ( 
2G 
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Gentlemen, I am eure that if we had prop<ised this proposition at any otner session of 
th.e Congress except the present one, the prayer contained in i~ would.have been granted 
as soon as it was made. H is said with regard to this proposition that the Berars, or to 
use the official designation the Hyderabad Assigned Districle, or to use its telegraphic 
designation H. A. D. is an unique province; it is neither in British India nor in a Native 
Slats; it is an amphibious animal, it'is neither 11land nor a water creature, U is a frog; how 
oan yon ask the Government of!ndia to pass laws for yon in its Legislative Council t I say 
there is that difficulty, it is t1·ue, bd we need not be afraid of that difficulty: The Bombay 
Government, to be accurate as a lawyer has to be, has decided that question and removed 
th~t difficulty by holding and deciding tha~ the position of the Government of India wilb 
regard to the Berara or Hyderabad Assigned Districts is the position of a mortgagee,. and 
that lawyers at least will recognise that in th11t position the Government of India is a mor~ 
gagee in possession; and in equity and in law a mortgagee in possession is bound to manage 
the property mortgaged to him as a prudent man would manage it as if the property were 
his, that is the mortgagee's own. If that is the case, we ask that the Government of India 
should pass all our laws, inasmuch as the· Government of India passes laws :for British 
India proper, after a fnll discussion in the LegislalivecConnciL · -We ask th~t they _are 
bound, aooording to the principle enunciated in that legel maxim, to so administer and 
manage this province as if it were pari of British India. ~nd then, gentlemen, with 
regard to the many reforms asked for ·b-y" this Congress, it has been ·often times the case 
that an excuse is put forward. "Yes," they eay, "your reforms 11re r8118onable, they are 
desirable, but we have not got funds.'' But the reform we' pray fov in this proposition 
would not cost the Government of India one pie more, nor ;would it create 11ny· demand_ <?n 
the time at the disposal of the necessarily hard-worked Legislative Council o:f . the Govern
ment of Indi11. It will11t the same time guarantee to us t~e benefit G! the wisdom that is 
supposed to be inherent in the multiplicity of Council.-· .Gentlemen, yon might ask me 
whether there is any justification for asking the prayer con~iued in the resolution; and with 
your permission I cite one instance, and one is as good as nlauy. In the notification which 
the Government of India issued making tho Crimin!>I Prdcedure Code applicable to the 
Berars appears a curious provision which illustrates my mtaning. I shall, in order nGt 10 
take np your time unnecessarily, read the· provision to .khich I allude •.. " Provided also 
thai for the purpose of facilitating the application of th'~ provision of the Code hereby 

~ applied, any Court in the Hyderabad Assigned l>i~rlcts'·may construe them with suth 
11lterations not afFecting the eubstance as may be necessary or proper to adopt •h;m,· to the 
·matter bafore the Court."! Now,_ gentlemen, yon will agree witll m~. th11t this is the 
widest discretion that could possibly be conceived. to repoee in a magistrate. They could 
make 11ny alter11tion in the Criminal Procedure Code in administering law in any oase 
before the Court. Well, now,"is thllt reiiSODBble r 1 am willing to bOlieve thllt this WQS 

never deliberately 'intended, but •that is the principal reason why we ask· for the 
raform ; it is to provide against oversights of this cltaracter. We ask that the laws 
enacted for Hyderabad Assigned Districts shall be passed by the Governor-General in 

. the Legisbtive Council, and nol i11 the Executive· Council. If we were to press the principle 
np to the furtherest limit, viz., the principle th11t a mortgagee in- posseBSion is ·bound- to 
maDBge the morlgnged property as a prudent mall would ·manage it as if it were. his own, 
we can even go further and expect the Queen to send one of her yonnger sons to 
rule ?v•>r lwt, as King, the Zemiudars and the big land-owners constituting 
the 11r1slocracy •nd the rest of us forming the House· of Commons. (Cheers.) . But
we do not ask for ~uch a reform ae that .. We come with_the .. luunble prayer 
that ~e la-:!'s ~ be :l!lade applicable to Hyderabad A.s.-igned .. .Districts shall he 
rass~ m the Leg1slative ~ouucil of the . Government of In~a. .. I thi!lk what I hllve said 
18 qU1te enough to justify ~e pr11yer oonllliued ~ that resolution ; and in that spiri~ 
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I place it before you for your unanimous acceptance. There is likely to be an impression 
or~ated in t~e m~ds of some of the people who are loy~ subjecle of His Highneaa the 
Nu:a~ th.at m domg, '."hat I ask, should be done, we might be jeopardising Ulo iutereale 
of H1s H1ghness Ule N1zam. I say we intend nothing of the kind. I do not ave that 
there is ~ny reason to doubt that this is only what we wBlit iu the intoreats of justice, 
and that 11 CBII by no means a.lfect Ulo righle of His Highness the Nizam. 

1\b. S&BOB.ATAliSlNB (Berar, No.- 813 on the liat), in seconding the roeolution, 
addressed the nieeting in Hindustani. 

MR. Gl7L.&IIl AHIIlBD KRAll (Berar, No. 590 on the list) also addressed the mooting 
in Hindustani, of which the following is the purport :----

Mr. President, Brother Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen,-I am a Mahomedan dolegote 
from Berar, Blid am proud to tell you that I am not a follower of Sir Sayad Ahmad. 

There is little in what I have got tO eay whioh could convey any new informalbn' to a 
learned body like this, but since the President hBII been pleased to place his bahest upon 
me that I should support lh~ learned and eloquent speakers who preceded me, I feel it 
incumbent upon me to respect that command and to add by a_ weak voice to that o1 my: 
friends. _ _ -

Gentlemen, you know that Berar is a Province aaaigned to the Britiah Government by 
His Highness the Nizam for certain purposes. The officers entrusted with the- administro• 
tion of this province are appointed by the Government of Indio. Though Ber•r is D»l a 
part of British India, the Governor-General in Council exeroises the same authority over it 
as he does over the provinoes which constitute British India. In the molter of legisl~tion, 
however, our laws are framed not by the Legislative Council, but are imposed upon uo by a 
notification issued by the Viceroy and Governor-General in Council os on executive meosuro. 
The disadvantage of this system is that in several instances the laws and regu!Biiono made 
applicable to ua are unsuitable and do not meet with our requiremenle. Tho general Iowa 
extended to Berar are, it is true, considered in detail in the Legislative Council. But 
even with regard to those laws we often find that modifications are moda which are no' 
beneficial to us. Mr. Jog, the gentleman who moved this resolution, gave yoa an instance 
of the manner in whioh this power is exeroised. There are many regulations enacted 
speciully for Berar. H is with regard to the manner in whioh these are framed that our 
comp1aint Iiea. A.lfect though they do 'hundreds of thousands of people, none of their 
representativeS or their leaders have any opportunity to put forth their views with regard 
to the provisions contained in them before their enactment-and publication. To notioo 
only one of suoh laws, there is the Forest Law, Blld tha rules under it. I admit withoat 
hesitation the necessity of conserving foreats. But the roles to be framed for thi. purpose 
ought not to be oppressive and unnecessarily nxatioua. Ae a landholder and a man 
moving every day among the people of the villages, it ;. my lot to hear t.he bitterest com· 
plaints against the forest regalationa. I am eure thot it before framing these laws and 
regulations an opportunity were given to those concerned or feeling intereot in the matter 
to express their viewa, the rules would be infinitely less harsh and unsuitable without losing 
anything in the point of efficacy. There is no reason why Beror should be in less favolU'o 
able position than the Districts of British India, and I earnestly trust that Government 
will accord to it the same rights and stotus aa are accorded to the latter. 

MB. R.&lrANJULll NAIDll (Madras, No. 13 on the liat) :-:Mr. President, Ladiea and 
Gentlemen,-The reaolation I have been called upon to move '-! as follows :-

"That this Congress prays that the scope of the Famine Commission appointed by 
the Government of India be extended so as to include au enquiry into the causes of 
periodical famines and the remedies for the prevention of the eame." 
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This resolution is renlly n 'very important one. ~ I·hold in ~y hand the report of the 
Famine Commission presented to both the' Houses 'of Parliament' by command of He" 
Majesty after the close of that great and unprecedented Famine of 1877-78. It discloses 
the horrors oom,;itted by that famine.:, I have no tinle to read even extracts from it: By 
passing this resolution we very much strengthen the ha~dil of those members of· Parliament 
who have ao kindly and sympathetically submitted reoenttr' a memorial to the Secretary 
of State for India recommending a great', extension of irrigation in India a•. saf~guarda 
against famines. The Blackroood Mag,.zi

1
t.,e has published tjlis ·memorial,. and the ··Binclu 

of 24th instant had extracts from it. I wi,llread ·the extrac,ts later on if I have time: 
The memorial referred to covers the Deccan Districts in the lll:adras · Presidency which I 
belong to. Our rainfall is very p~n'd scanty.. ·I still \~member the gt•ent honors' 
of that great and unprecedented famine oCil!~..ilso rem'ember the horrible-looking 
skeletons of dead bodies which w~re lying unburied 'by'road sides 'in the Distr1ot. ·People 
:fled away, leaving their children to the tender me'rcies of the Almighty, and'in addition all 
cattle perished. In 1854 our distri~t had terrible famlne, agai~ in ~86.5, · again. in: 1~76; 
in 1891 and in the one just closed. Before we recover from the e'trects of. on:e famtne, 
another is ready to overtake us. To prevent these· periodical visitatl9n" of famine, the 
Government have absolutely done nothing, nor have t!Iey adopted the', \ivis,e 'zecommenda
tions of those' who, by their enquiring skill, proposed to avert famines b~ sound irrigation 
works, v~neral-Sir:.!.tthat 6otton and·General Fischer, both of the IR~yal Engineer 
Corps. Both these officers carefully investigated and designed a projeot :for \Deccan Dis
tricts in Madras calculated to irrigate one hundred thousand acres of la~a: • This they 
designed for us as a perfect safeguard against all famines as they did for :Godavery and 
some southern districts in the Madras Presidency, and the people living· about the places 
where waters of those grand rivers are taken are tho hap pies~ indeed; · · Similar safeg11ards 
were suggested for our side by these verf officers; but we have '>not been fortunate enough 
to enjoy the benefits of their disinterested labors. We have a very sjmpathetic Governor· 
in the parson of H. E. Sir Arthur Ilavelock, who is v~ry muolr'in'. favor of 'extension . of_ 
irrigation in the Madras Presidency, and it is time that we strengthen the hands ·of. such 
a aympathetic ruler and those 'kind members ·of Parliament who have submitted· the 
memorial referred to on our behalf to the Secretary of State; . The Commission now· sitting . 
should be thoroughly recast, should be ~horoughly representative," and tlieil' ·enquiries 
should be far wider and not of a hole' and corner fashion, as is the' case very often. · They 
must go froni place to place and make patient enquiries, and if possible, some members of 
it must go to England to explain matters. One of the designers of· that great and :grand 
project, viz., ~neral Fischer, R.E., is still in India. He should. be put on th~ Oomniis
sion, Enghieers of to-day differ from those two pioneers of irrigation, as it was, the .,....; 
the otber day among doctors ~n a recent plagne case at the 1\Iadraa .General H;spitol. H 
is for thio reason also, apart from others, that one of the earliest projectors who fortunately 
is still in India should be put on the Commission. As I· said just now, the. Government 
have done nothing to prevent famines on our side, but sJmply as in duty 'bound ·find money 
enough from their enonuous borrowing powers to alleviate distreso when-one occurs, and 
they go further than this by going abegging io the name '(,f the people of India for alma: 
This is a pitiable and hand-to-mouth policy indeetl. I also ask yon, g;ntlemen, to autho
rize the President to send a copy of this r<lsolution to Sir William W edde~i)urn ·for: ·pre
sentation to the Secretory of State. We have a large number.o£ ;:.;.e,;,be~&:':OfParli;;..ent 
in sympathy with us outside our British Committee in England, wh_o- b.;ve'-~'bmitted. ·the 
memorial referred to, on our behnlf,for extension of sound irrig .. tion:worka 'to 'prevent 
recurrence of famines. At pre~nt the budget allotment for irrigati~nu 'very-small when 
.compared with allotments for railway e.c~:tensions. Rs. 7,75,00o·was provided Jor. irriga. 
~on works, while 14 times as mllch was provided for railways. If I remember aright, I 
r~acl recently that for the last 30 years our railways, botli State and Guaranteed, are work• 
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ing at a loss of some 60 orores of rupees. If this aum at least was spent on irrigation, Third Day. 
our famines would have disappeared. With these obsorvauone I commend the resolution 
to you for your acceptance. (Cheers.) 

PROPBssoa A. S. SATHR (Poona, No. 42 on the list) :-Mr. President and Genllemen,
I beg to second the famine proposition just now proposed by my friend from Madras. This 
ie a proposition which afl'ecll the millions ot India, and it is one of those propositions which 
go to prove thai the Congress is a body which cares nol for ill own individual members, but 
for ale~ those helpless millions who have got no voioo, who have gol no represenlali1ea and 
whose cry is like that of one crying in the wilderness. Genllemen, this question of famine 
is one which afl'ecls mnch more the masses lhon the closses, and the Congreu will eam the· 
eternal gratitude of the nation by taking np the famine cause in right earnest. The famine 
of lasl year has revealed to us in all its ghasllineas tha Jlhronio poverty of I he muses, and 
lei us say in all onr gratefulness, in all our gratitude, il has~ ohown to us the enormous 
"rength of the Government in coping with such a calamity. We ohould be grateful for 
what has been done for us, though al lhe same lime we are sorry for lhe devastation caused 
by the famine. Five hundred yeara ago in 1396, lhis blessed land of oura, this glorious 

· Maharashtra was devastated from beginning to end by a famine. n is still sung in eong, 
and stiH told in story, that a famine named Dnrga Devi famine lasted for more than twelve 
yeara and devastated lhe whole nation. After 500 yeara, in 1896, we see another famine 
of t~ same nature, a famine which hu been aplly termed as the greatest oalamity of the 
whole century. This greatest calamity of the century has been revealed to us, and we are 
.to consider it not as a temporary famine, not as a temporary oalamity, but as one 
whose roots lie deep somewhere; and it would require our best energiea to cope with it. 
Gentlemen, we must be lhllllkful for what has been done for us by the Government, and 
also for what has been done for ne by the world at large. This demon of famine required 
for its total suppreuion the energies of the most powerful natioa in the world as well u 
the benevolence of the whole world. And while being thankful to all of them, we must oat 
ourselvea in right earnest to cope with these over recurring famines to fiad oul their true 
origin and just hit the ~ight nail on the head. AI the present. lime lhe enemy Iiee 
prostrate before ua. The victory, if any, has been achieved, lhaaks lo the work of many 
of yon, thanks for the beaevolenoo of the world at large, and thanks to the good men of 
the Government. Yet we ought not to forget lh&la greater duly lies before us; we ought 
to collect all our evidenoo, aum np all our experience, and while colleoting ·our experience, 
we must eel them in a whole and arranged form before the benevolent British publio. 
We must convince fJlem as to the whole s!ale of afl'aira in India, so that 
they will be able to strike at the very root of all evil• and undo the mischief lhal has 
been oaused by the famines lasting for more than a century. Here is a picture ot the 
lui famine (shofDing<~pU:ture). While yo11 are assembled in this pondal, yoa will be 
rather horrified to eee the skeleton at the feast which terrifies all of us; bul we must not 
be terrified, we must sol ourselves in right eamesl and work against famine. Gentlemen, 
tl!eeti famiaea are not temporary. H would be mere blindness to a880rt lhsl the famine 
ie a temporary oalamily; it would be a rnpremely irrational optimism to aay lhal il will 
be stamped out in a single year or a lingle day. H il a growth of a bad system of working, 
of a sort of bungling oarried on for over a century; and though we may difl'er in princi
ples, officials and non-<>flieials areal one on this point, viz., lh&l the famine has caused a 
very great moral and intellectual devastation throughout lhe length and breadth of t)jia 
land. Some oflicials a110rl fhallho poverty ol the masses, the recurreace ol lhe famine 
and their nller and total prostration by the famine, ia a single year, is caused by nature or 
caused by their own high living, their imprudence and so forth. I think lhi• io rather a 
way of shelving of!' reoponsibilily on poor helple88 shonldera; this is a sort of official 
bungling, and official apologists, however powerful Uiey might be, will have to succumb 
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to facts-facts which tell too powerfully. that the famine is· a work of bod administration •. 
(Cheers.) One of our most dietinguished Professors, )llr. Romesh Chunder Dutt, and that 
nobl.,.minded Scl>tchman who just now preceded me, Mr. John Adam, have stated that our 
masses, our ryots, are the most sobsr, the most free from vice and the most industrious.. I 
need only add my humble voice to· say that they are. so.· Their poverty is not due to 
extravngnnce or internal causes, but due to causes which come from outside ;. 
and to these causes we must apply our remedy. I shall only describe to 
you in brief a very few of those onuses. Firstly,"thore is no iiTigation amongst 
us. There are so many railways, and it has been asserted over and over again by .official 
apologists that they have been the means· of checking the famine. But, gentlemen, ,there 
is one follaoy in that. Our famine is a famine of money and not of groin. We have got 
enough of groin, but the poor ryot has not got a single pie to buy groin in the time of. 
famine. That is why our ry.QJ; is poor- Construct railways howmuchsoever you might, they 
will only help th~ English trade, but will in no way alleviate the distress. of the poor 
masses. 'ifhat we wont is irrigation. We also wont that these frontier. expeditions which 
in the single year of 1896 have cost us much more thBil all the famines of this century · 
should bs put a stop to. We also want remission as well as suspension of revanue in 
times of the utmost distress.to poor ryots, so that they may not. bs driven ~nto the meshes 
of the sowear. We want all these matters to bs enquired into, and that the enquiry to, 
be conducted by the Commission ought to,bs on these lines. Sir William Wedde1·bm'll 
hit the rigU nail on the head when he asked for. a villag& to village enquiry, and ~.when 
he asked for a Royal Commission on Indian expenditure, he did not get it and was un-· 
ceremoniously refused. However, lot us make ·the best of our opportunity. When wo 
have got one Commission already, lei us request the Government, and let us at the same 
time bs moderate in our request,. and ask them to instruct tbe Commission to enquire 
in to the l'eal cau;es of the famine .. Gentlomen,·this is the subject-molter of. our mournful 
murmur over a long time. I hope thai one.day all ·our .complaints mnyb& satisfied at 
least on this head. When we ask this we shall perhaps . be ·charged with being seditious. 
Poor ignorant men, who do not know our loyal feelings, who do not know that we are 
loyal by instinct and obedient by interest, say that we trouble the Government by advocat
ing heipleBB righteousness. But ou~ duty ought to bs performed, and duty alone would. 
touch the Briiish heart, evoke Britioh admiration and enable the British Government to" 
give us what we ~ant, (Cheers.) ~ 

'l'he resolution was put to the vote and carried 'unanimously. 

Tax HoN'nLB RAt BAHADUR l' .. ANANDA CaAaLu :(Madrlla, No.·2 on the· list):-: 
Mr. Prosident, Brother Delegates, Ladies. and Gent~emen,-I am not bsfore you .to· make 
a speech for the bsst of all reasons that presently you will praotieahy .prevent me from. 
making a speech. I om perfectly. sure I kJ!OW you ·better than . you know yourselves,. · 
because as soon as I read the proposition, you will substitute-a hundredfold of oheers1 and 
thua prevent me from uttering a single word. I put forward the challenge, nnd I ~ni sur& 
the challenge will be answered. Now listen to the proposition and wait till the erid :..:...- '_' . 

"That this Congres~ again expresses its full nnd unaba~d confidence· in Mr:-':i:i'i.dabli~{ 
Naoroji as the representative of the people of India,_ and hopes thaL he. will bs "r;H,leol<i"d -by~ 
his old constituency of Central Finsbury or any other Liberal constituency." (Loud lind eon- . 
tinued cheere.) . · · · . ' ,. ~ · ~· , , :, . . · 

I have defeated you beeause you have prevented me from ~aking a speech. : _ · . 

BABU MoTt LAL GHo•B (Calcutta, No. 673 on the list) :-Yr. President, :llrotheli 
Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen,-I come bsfore you simply to~ second the resolution 
which has just been proposed by my· esteemed· friend Mr. Ananda Charln. It .is a very' 
apt proposition, and it is a very agr~able one too; and I have therefore great pleasure i!' 
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ee~~ndin~ i~. He i~ o'!r ~rand old man, and we wish him long life, ~hat he may serve our 
oountry m ~e way 1n wh1ch he has been sening it ..U these years. With ~ese words I 
second ~e resolution. 

The proposition was pu~ w the vote and carried unanimously • 

. The l'r_esident :-I ;..ill move ~he ne:ri prop~sition :-

.,.That this Congress desires to convey w Sir William Wedderllurn and ~. other 
members of ~he British Commijtee its most grateful ~anks for their diainteresled senioea 
in the cause of India's political.reform. . 

· A:nd ~hat a sum_ of rnpses sixty thousand be assigned for ~he expenses of ~e Brilioh 
Co~=ttee and cost of ~he Congress publication "India," and also for the exponaoa of ~e 
J?•nt Genetal Secretary's office, and ~d the several circles do contribute as arranged, 
e1ther now, or hereafter in Com~ttee, for ~e year 1898.'' 

·· The resolution was carried unanimously with enthusiastic applause: 

. The !'resident :-I also move the next Pl'llROsitidh ; 

· "That ~ Congress re·ll.ppointa Mr. A. 0. Hume w be General Secretary and Mr. D. 
E. Wacha to be Joint General Secretary for the ensiung year." 1 . 

! 

The reoolution woo carried with acclamation, lh'e mention of ~e name of Mr. Hume 
evoking a choruo of enlhusias!ic cheering. 

T.m HoN'DLB Ru :BAHADUR 1'. ANANDA. 0HABLQ (Madras, No. 2 on the list):
:Bre~ren,-1 am now before you not in my individual capacity; I repreaent the whole of 
my !'residency and I am their spokesman, and I am commiaoionod w ask you to aooepl the 
invitation from Madras w hold ~e next aesoion of the Congress in that Preaidenoy. The 
aotual wwn may heve to be fixed upon later on .. I am emboldened to make this reqoeat 
among others for this reason that the Rajali ·orRam_!\ad;'\fllogave as no !.,.. than Ra. 10,000 
during ~e last pongress at Madras, hoa gi~is hearty sympathy, and therefore great 
support.. But I must at ~e oam~equeot you w remember that portions of the 
Madroal'residenoy _ _h~ered from famine, and other P?rtioas ray suft'or from 
famine in 'ih'9"-ooming year. (Voioeo "We hope not.'') My request therefore, which 
I couple with the invitation, is that you will come prepared to take ~e best that wo oan 
give, as the v~ry beot can do no more, (Cheers.) 

. . TaB HoN1DLB N. Sun.a. RAo {Madras, No. 4 on the liot) :-1 join with my Hon'ble 
friend Mr. Ananda Charla in ~e request which he has made to _you that you should all 
oome over w Madras this'time next year. 

Thel'resident :-I lake it thet the invitation is accepted. 

B.a.Bu :BnoPB!<DBANATH :B.lStJ (Caloutta, No. 664 on ~e lis\) :-Gentlemen,-Upon me 
hoi devolved the very pleasant duty of returning thanks w ~e Reoeption Committee. of 

. Berar (cheers) for ~e splendid reception ~at they have aooorded to as. Tire' auty is 
certainly pleasant, but the task is diflioalt, for, gentlemen, yoa mast admit tbd it is very 
diflionlt for any one of as to give voice w our feelings at the splendid boopitality of which 
:we. haye been ~e ·recipients. Gentlemen, I betray no secret when I say that wben 
some time before the last Oongreu waa held in Calcutta doubts were entertained having 
regard w the dark shadow of plagae which was just riaing above the· wutern horizon ·of 
India, that probably the Congreoa sitting at Caloulla would not be a aucoel8, and that it 
would be better in the interests of India w postpone the sittings of ~e Congress in 

. Calcutta last year.. Gentlemen, ~anks to ~e energy of my frien~ Mr. Surendranath 
• Banerjea and the wise COWll!el of Mr. Wacha, we at lost r880lved, come what might, ~at the . . 
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Congress should be held and the Congress was held. If .the~ was· difficulty' _in Ca~cut~a 
last year. abouc holding the Congress, you ean well 1magme what the difficult1~s .at 
Amraoti must have been thie year. The shadow of plague darkened and enveloped m 1ls 
fatal folds the fairest city in. western India. Gentlemen, the gaunt spectre of famine was 
stalking through the land claiming its victims by thousands, and we had the rattle of the 
earthquake vibrating in the eastern provinces . of India· and bringing .. ruin in its 
train. Added to these calamities and difficulties, the atmosphere was surcharged 
with sedition, or to speak more aocorately, with supposed sedition. These were great and 
seemingly insuperable difficulties in our way; bot, gentlemen, notwithstanding all these 

. difficultiss, the Reception Committee of Amraoti have made it possible for ns lo hold this 
Congress which it was most necessary we should. hold !hie year.· Gentlemen; to _them . we 
owe our heartiest thanks beoaose it was doe to their-eft'orts, and through their eft'orls that 
we have been able to hold our sittings this year at all. Gentleme,n, 'in Calcutta you re
member even before !hie Congrsss was held, a suggestion was thrown forward that having 
regard to the plague 'operations, ifwoold not be wise, probably it would not be possible, to 
hold the Coogres• this year ; but our :iriends at Amraoti set their faces again~t such a 
suggestion; they said like true M aharalas of old that they invited us from Calcutta to meet 
at Amraoti and, come what might, they would slick lo their' invitation; (Hear, hear.) 
Gentlemen, the rasult of the last three days has shown ns that whatever may have come,_the 
old Maharalta blood has not yet gone from them. (Cheers.) Gentlemen, we have to 
return our thanks ool only to members of the Reception Committee who h&ve each and all 
of them striven to do their best, bot we must not forget the Volunteers •. (Cheers.) We know 
that leaving aside all personal Qonsideracions and considerations of caste, status and social 
position, they have tried to serve ns and have served· ns as menial servants. (Hear, hear.) 
They have attended unto aU our Wllnts, and they have m&de our journey to this province iri. 
this year a source of great col!lfort a11d eojoy111ent. (Rea;, hear.) We have witnessed th~ 
reception io other province• of India, The tt~elropolie and principal city in western India 
which prides in the motto of being prim<~ in Indio has given us a splendid reception in 
days gone by. We have 118Bembled in tho metropolis_Q{ Brltiel!."lndia, we have assembled 
in tho oily of the old lion of the Punjaub. We have also IISooxnbJed in the chief city of the 
N orlh-West Provinces. .We have also asseQJ.bled in tb,e city of those· gentlemen of the 
south to whom, If to anybody, the Congress owes much· of its success. "Bot we can say that 
:nowhere in India have the enthusiesm, devotion and loyally that we h11ve witnessed in tbia 
place been exceeded ; and the only way in which we osn return our thanks for the splendid 
hospitality is to pray that Ill• other provinces may follow the example whiOh has been set 
before us by the people of Bor11r, 11n~ they 111ay qtrive to e111ulate tbe111 in their enthusias111 
and earnestness. (Cheers.) " " 

Ma. C. H." BsTAt.WAD (Bombay, No. 54 -on-the liet) :-Mr. President;- Brother 
Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen,-!, as Tepresentiog Bombay, wish to join" in. this 
vote of thanks because we feel !}tat the Bombay people were the most to contn'bute to the 
anltietiee and trOl!bles that the llerar Com111ittee had 1o go through. They did their 
best fo~ us, they were an11ioos as to what the neltt ·day. would bring, because the 
qoarantme rules to prevent the importation of plague into Berar ronsed the authorities 
into vigilance which raised difficulties in the way of the Berar ·Committee and it was 
owing to their very nice ar~aogements that.we, a few ai least, _f~om lloO:.bay,' were 
able to come at all. I, therefore, tender heart-fell thanks to the Berar Committee on 
behalf of the Bombay delegates. · 

. Da. M: M. llosB (Calcutta, No. 667 on the list) :"-I have much pleasure_in supporting 
this resolut1on of vote of $hanks to the Reception Committee of Berar and to the 
Volunteers wbo have so dieinteresledly worked for the success "of the Congresa. 
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· :Ma. Gl ~un:a.uu.~~A Iuo. (Madrllll,. No. 8 on the list) ,_r most c01·dially join 'lily 
~r~deeess?ri •n suppoding-tb.is vote of ilianka to.the Amraoti Re~ption Committee. It 
"'1D1pomble 'l'Oi to b& struck' with the marvellous power of organisation, the 111dden 
reaon~ces they have de':"lo~d in bringing about thia Congl'OI8. We appreciate and 
heartily feel fOl' the hospllahty and kindnea& !hey hove shewn us and only wiah that the 

. other Presidenciea with great&!: pl'8tensiona would oome up to the atandord which our 
Berar friends have shown. · , . · · 

The P~esiden( :-Itliink it _is unnecessary for me to put it fo the vole. 

Thu resolu,ion"WJ18 car•ied by o.cclall!ation. 

, ·, On the motion of Mr. W. C. Bonnet-joe three cheers were givon to the Reception Com-
' mittee of ll.erar· and to lli.e Volunteers.. · · 

,., ' , ·,' •• __ r • 

. . . Ma. G. & KllAPAttnll fBerar. No. 58 on the liat) :-Mr. President, Brother Delegatea, 
' Ladies and Gennemen,,.,..n dev~lves upon me aa ohairman of the Reception Committee 10 
' aoknow)edgo thia vole oi thanks whioh you have eorried so unanimouoly and with auch 
great acclamation. ·In my heart of hearts I sincerely wish that we deserve it. If I am 
·nol satisfied m.yself, 1 am very pleOIIed 10 see that you are. Our joys are your joya, our 
euocess is your success. '·Gentlemen, I will not be long over thia and I shall now oall upon 

· Babn Bipin Chandra Pallo propose the vote of thanks 10 the .President. . 

· . :BABtl BrPIN CHANDRA PAL (Caloutla, No. 687 on the liat) :-Brother Delegates, 
Ladies and'Gentlemen,-I have been called upon to propose a resolution thai docs not 
appea~ upon the paper in your hands, but whioh, I am perfectly sure, io imprinle.l on the 
tab\et ~f your hearts.' (Cheers.) ·The resolution, vio., to propose a hearty vole of thank• 10 
()Dr worthy I;'residen.t Mr. Sonkoran 'Nair, who is, I understand, tho uncrowned king of 
lhe rising generation of educated Madras and who has been the crowned king of lhio great 
~alional Oongresslhis year. Peraonal references on occasions like this ore permissible and 
~ hope, ladies· and gentlemen, you will forgive me for making one or lwo personal 
'references here: I had lho•honor of making Mr. Sankaran Nair's acquaintance len yoara 

. ago when we mellor ilieliist time in 1887 in Madras. Then Mr. Bankaron Nair was in 
oharge ol' the camp' where the Bengal ·deTegatea were located, and we hnvA ever cherished 
lhe reoofiection· o~ those dayo when Mr."Sankaran Nair, your worthy President here, sorved 
us llll an humbl~·servanl. The subaltern of 1887 is tile honored General .of the campaign 
here, and this present campaign, {adios and gentlemen, we all know, has not been a mere 
mock figb{, ~ We have p115Sed through a dark year in the year <>f grooe 1897 ; difliou!l 
problems facecf us·rwhen we met in this Congresa we did not know whal 10 do, what to 
speak, bow 10 frame our resolutions, how 10 guide our counsels. Feeling& were high In 
e~ery quarter'and each one of us wan led lo'8pl!llln!UO~o.!e. high feelinga in tbia Congrese 
which if we hod spoken we might have relieved ouraelvea, bul which would have imposed a 
he~vy ·weight upon this greal national· movemJ>ne; ~! .~nder tho wise guidance of 
Mr. Sankaran Nair we have' steered ~."r of the t'Oc1i--nf aedttton on the one hand and the 
shoale and quicksands of oowardid,.011"1hr1!fuer. W o have proved that we are not 
seditious. Bu~ if we are loyal, we havelJrOved that we are loyal not 10 persona but ~ 

· • 1 W:e are loyal to the Bri$oh COD.IIUution, lo the great Government of Indta prmctp es. . . 
upon whose existence and peru_tanenee·dopenda the fruition of our hopes and aaptroltone. 
(Cheere.) Go••• uors and Governor&-General come and go; '!'•Y hove been brongh I here 
bv. •~•orable turn in the polilioal circumstances of England; and to-morrow who knowa 
they will be sent out by another turn in that political wheeL Their connection with the 
Government of India is transitory and ephemeral, but our connection will lost through 
ages and it ;; abiding. Our interest in the Government of India is not due 10 'he enjoy· 
·ment of offica or to official patronage, bu~ it is due 10 the connection formed 

n 

Third Day. 

.Reoolutioo XXII. 

Vote of lbanka 
to tbe Reception 
• Commi\tee. 

M'l. G.SunnAK.U;A. 
Ina. 

Ackuowled!lmeot 
or Um.uka. 

ltltL 0, S. Ktu· 
URDI, 

R .. <~utiou XXIII. 
Vote ol thoukl 
to tbe Chair. 

Bnu H1f'IN • 
('-1\Axna.t. P .u .. 



Third Day. 

Resolution xxru. 
Vole orthant& 

lo tho Ohair. 

BABtr BIPI!f 
Ouunu. PAL. 

Preaident's reply. 

[ 106 J 
by providence, a relation formed by God himself for the salvation · of India- and 
the amelioration of tha helpless. condition of our people. , · (Ohears.) · Gentlemen, 
the message that your accredited . _representative will haYe to oarry to. Govern~ · 
ment this year is, we ell know, a message of grief and groaning, and he will have to carry 
this message, for ought we know, judging from the preeent temperament of the Govern• 
ment, to exceedingly angry minds and unsympathetie ears •. But we had it from tha wisdom 
of the presidential speech, from the firmness 'of the .tone of that speech and from the 
atatesmanlike way in which he spoke of the great proble.m that faces ,._wa had it from 
the very beginning-that our President would apeak in no uncertain terms, would not be 
cowed down by frowns or deviate from the straight path of duty by official browbeating. 
He has said the truth aud will say it again, we know, in bold and certain terms to an angry 
and agi~ted Government. He bas led our Oounoila ell theee days with awee\ reasonable
ness, with firmneaa and yet with courtesy which we ell admire and for whioh we ell thank 
him. I will not take up your time by dwelling any further on .this aubjeot, .but I will 
simply propose this resolution which I know is ne>t a formal afFair with you· and me, but 
we apeak out from our hearts when we say that we thank you,· Sir;- for. the exoeedingly. 
great service that yoo have done tC> the oauee by occupying this ehair and guiding <>111'. 
delibarationa. (Loud and continued cheers.} I don't think~ necessary that this resolution 
ahollld ba aaconded. n may be carried with aoclamation. (Ohears.} ., · 

The proposition was oarried by acclamation. 

The President :-Gentlemen,...:.I tllanli: yon Cor this vote <>! thanks.· · · lily- feelings 
would not aTiow me to make a speeoh. · However, I oannot help telling you thaU have beau 
deprived of one 1?-igh privilege here and that is of thanking the Reception Committee and 
the Volunteers myaalf. That has always bean tha high privilege e>f the President of ·tha 
CongreBB and, therefore, I ha!!l only to assooiate myaal! with thC>BB s:Peakera· Mr. Bhupendra: 
N ath Baeu and others in their thaoli:s to the Reception Committee and ihe Volunteers, 
for the great help they ha~e rendered to us. If we have suoceede<l in oarrying the· Con
gress to a sucoosaful termination, it is not due so much to my own humble efrorts, whatever 
they migh; haW! baon, but much more to the modaration of the ~arious delegates who have 
assembled here and who did not come here with viewa which were not in agreement on the 

-Yllrioorimpor~ant qilSstie>ns that are agitating the country. I have, therefore, to thank all' 
the d_eleg_atee who haW! oome here and helped-me to carry the CongreBB to a soooessful 
termmahon. I hope, gentlemen, to meet you at Madras again next year about this time. 
We trust to meet there most o~ the delega tea from the various provinces though we cau 
scarcely expect ell delegates from Berar to come there. We shall be happy -~.C we" shall 
try DB best as we can W render you Sucn welcome as is iii Olll power,: ~ith ihese ·remarks• 
I mru:t now deol~re the_ ~hirteenth National Congress diasOrved;-'(Loucl and prolonged 
cheenng, the uudJenoa-·nsmg.}~ "L-. .. · . · - ~ 

The Congress then diasol.v~.;;.-amid cheers for ·the. Q~~n-Empress ·and. the 
Congress, . . . -- • · .. · . --- ....._____ __ ' . -.. . . " .. 
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Titles, ScholBBtic mination 
Degreee, eto. and Caste. 

Oooupation and 
Addrese. 

How and When 
Elected, 

· .. 
1 Madras. Madras. Madras. The Hon. Mr. 0. San- Hindu 

karau Nair, B • .L,B.L. Nair. 
Vakil, High Court, At a publio Qleeting 

Madras, held at Madraa, on 
6th December 1897. 
Aloo at a meeting 
or the Madraa Ma· 
bajana Sabba, held 
on 16th December 
1897. A Ia o at a 
m e e t i n g held at 
Caliout. 

. .. 

2 ; ,, ', . ~ .. .,, .. 

8 ,,. ~ . ,,. .. 

' ,. u .. 

• 

.. .. 

The Hon. Rai Babadar Brahmin. 
· P. Ananda Charla, 

B. A., B. L. 

The Bon. Mr. C. Vijaya 
Raghava Char ia r, 
B, .L 

'J'he Bon. Mr. N. Subba 
Row, B. A., B. L. 

.. 

" 

!ifi:'Tolin .Adam, X. .L Earopean, 
Christiaa. 

Valnl, ffigh Court, At a pnblio meeting 
Madras, and Member held at Madras, on 
o t t h e Vicero7'a 6th December 1~97, 
Legislative Council 

Pleader, District Court, Do. Also at a/nblic 
Salem, and Member meeting bel at 

·or the Madr"' Salem, on 2lot De· 
Legislative Council cember 1897. 

High Court Vakil, and At a pnblio meeting 
Member, Legiolative held at Modraa, on 
Coancil, Madras. 6th December 1897, 

Also at a public 
meeting held at Gan• 
toor, on 19th Derem· 
her 1897. And at 
a /ablio meeting 
bel at Rajama
hendri, God .. ari 
Diotr;ct, on 17th De· 
cember 1~97 •. 

Bar.-at-Law, Madras ••• At a public meeting 
held at Madras, on 
6th Dec:ember 1897. 
Alao at a meeting or 
the Madras Maha
jana Babha, held on 
lath December 1897. 

'<":"\ 
"li 
'"!' 

.JJ 
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Namea in full of Dele- Race, Reli-~ 
Electoral gatea, with Honor!'ry gio~, D~no-
Diviaion. Titles, Scholast•c , mmatton 

Degrees, eto. . . and Caote. 

. Occupation and 
Addreaa,·· 

··- .. - - ·---. - -- - .. 

How and When 
Elected. 

' 
6 Madra& Madroa. Madras, Mr. G/ Venkat Raag- Brahmin. Secretay to the Board At 8 public: meeting 

of Tiuatees, Pache- held at Madraa, on 

7 .. 
.. 

9 .. 
• 

• 
10 •• 

11 .. 

19 •• 

.. 

.. 
15 .. 
16 .. 
17 .. . 

.. 
.. 

.. 

" • 

.. 

.. 

.. 
... 

.. 

.. 

I 

.. 
.. 

" 

.. 

.. 

.. 

Boilary • 

Tinne
velli. 

Madura. 

Cudda
pah. 

Ganjam. 

•' 

rao, 11~ A .. · ~ 

, B. Vira Raghava 
Cbariar. · 

,, G. Snbramania 
lyer;- B.,&. 

' 

" 

.. 

,. T. M. Appu Ne- I Hindu. 
dangadi, D • .&., B, L. Smartha • 

., V. Ryru Nambiar, ! Hindu, 
B. A., u. L. Nair. 

-
~. "A:u. P~.,;:. ' Hindu. 

thi Naida. 

,. B. Ramchandra 
lyer; 

Brahmin. 

, M. Ramanjalu Nai- Hindu. 
du. 

., B. Palani A udi Moodliar. 
Moodliar, B. A. 

., T. Ponnambola 
Moodliar, 11. A. 

Hindu. 

8 p p a • a Charities, 6th December 1897, 
Madras. and by the Madras 

Mahajana Sabha on 
15th December 1897 
and by the Triplicane 

. Literary ~ociety. 

Note Registrar, Madra a 
, Bank, Madrao. 

.. 
' . 

Editor "The Hindu," At 8 public meeting 
Madra& 1 · held at Madra•, ott 

,·,.' 
~- . . . 

·,/ ,. ; i .. 

6th December 1897. 
~ , Also at a meeting of 

· '.' ·' · :the Madras Msha
. jana Babha, fteld on 

15th December 1891. 

High Court vakil ... At .. public meeting 
·- · held at Madras, on 

6th December 1897. 
Also , at · me•tings 
held at Calicut, .Pal
ghat and Malabar • 

High Court :·Vakil, 
Madras. , 

Editor" Andhrapraka
. .sika," .Madras. 

Reportel" to " •r h e 
Hindu " of Madras. 

1- -- ·" -
Merchant, Bellary .. , 

Do, Also at a meJting 
of the Madras Milha
jana Sahha, held on 

· 15th December 11897. 
' 

At a. public · meeting 
· held at Madras, on 
6th December 1897. 
Also by tho M&'dras 

· Mahaja.na Sabha, on 
15th December 1897. 

At a meeting or' the 
Madras Mahajana 
Sabh&~ held on 15th 
December ~897 •. 

Pleader, Palilnkota ... At a public -meeting 
held at Tinnevelli, on 

. 7th December 1897. 
La n de d Proprietor, At a public meeting 

Uttampollam, Ma- held at Madur&l on 

., S. Audi Narayan 
Rao. 

dura. 16thDecemberl897 • 
Brahmin. School Master Cud- At a publio meeting 

- ~ ...dspAh.~ ' • held ou 20th Decel!l 
- ~-t-·- '- -- --h-fe: 1897. • 

, RongahhattaGun- Hindu Proprietor"ShriSaras- At a..-n-ting of the 
niah Shastri Gam. Brahmin. wati " Press, and Bbrbampur A..acia 

Member and Secre. tiou, hefd on 15th 
tary, Hindu Temple December 1897 •. 
Committee, Berham 
pur. 
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Electoral 
Division. 
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Names in full of Dele- Raoe, Reli· 
gates, with Honorary gion, Deno-

•Jitles, Schola.stio mination 
Degreee, eto. and Caste. 

Occupation and 
.Address 

How and When 
Elected. 

18 Madras. Madras Godavari Mr. Duggirala Deval-
District. raj u t'an tulu Garu 

Brahmin. lnamdar, Cocanada ... .At a meeting of tho 
Godamri District 
A•sociation, held on 
2nd December 1897. 

19' ... 

20 .. 

21. 
" 

'. 22" .. 
23 . ,. 

" 
25 .. 

26 .. 
27 " 
28 , 
29 . ~ ., 

• • 

30 

Sl 

.32 

33 

•• l!8 

,. 

" .. 
" 

" 

... 

" 

.. 

" 

.. 

" 

.. 

.. 

.. 
•• 

·~ " 

. ;, 

•• 

.. 

.. 

· Trichi· 
nopoly. 

Nega· 
patam. 

., R. R. !1'. V. Bwa
minatb lyer .Au!, 
B . .&., L.T. 

., P. Kanaka Sabba
pati Sastriar. 

P•lgbat. _,, K. ):'. -..Aohhntha 
Menon 

" 
Caliout 

.. 

,. R. Sekbara Men on, 
B.A. 

,. Mullaaseri Gopal 
·:Menon, B.A., D L. 

, K. V, Karnnakar 
Menon, B.A., B.L~ 

Hindu 
Sinite. 

Hindu 
-Brahmin, 

Hindu 
Nair. 

" 
.. 

.. 

Assistant Prot. or Ma
thematico, S. P. G. 
College, 'l'ricbinopoly. 

Pleader, Negapatam ... 
• 

Pleader and Special 
Magistrate, Falgbat. 

Pleader, Ptlghat ·_ ... .-

At • public meeting, 
held on 19th De< em· 
ber lSn. 

At a pnblio meeting 
held nt Ne~npntRm, 
on 19th December 
1897. 

At a public mooting 
bold at Palghat, on 
6th December 1897. 

.. 
High Court Vakil and At a· public meetlug 

Honorary Magis· held at Calicu~ nn 
trate, Calicut. 7th December 1897 • • 

High Court Vakil, Cali
cut. 

.. 
Gooty ,. P. Kesbao Pillai. Hindu. Pleader, Gocty • .. At a public meeting 

of the People's A•so
ciation held atGooty, 
on 2~tb November 
1897. 

(Anant· 
pur Dis· 

trict.) 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 
Salem 

" .. 

., B. Sheaba Bhaa
triar, B.A., B.L. 

,. T. Shivaahanka
ram t'illai. 

Brahmin. 

Hindu. 

Pleader, Pcnukonda ... 

.. 
,. R. Subba Row .. 

., M. Nagasa Row. 

Brahmin, Landholder, Gooty ... 

.. 
, A. Azeemuddin Mahome-

Baheb, dan. 

,. .Abo bakar Saheb ... 

,. M•hamad'.Akbar 

.. 

.. 

Pleader, Gooty ... 
Merchant, Vaniemba· 

dy (Solem DiatriCL) .. 

.. 
-1laheb. • · 

--f-----
•• 

Pari a· 
kimidi. 

,. Patil Abdul Rahim 
Baheb. · 

,. 8hri Shri Pa~m ... 
nabha Narayan 
Deo Garu. 

. ·• 

• 

Kshatriya 
of the 

family of 
the Uril8& 
Gajapatty. 

.. 
Second Prince of Par-

lakimidi (Ganjam 
Diatrict). 

.. 

.. 
.. 
,. 

At a public meeting 
held at Vani•rnbady, 
on 2ht Decemher 
1897. 

,. 
.. 
.. 

At a public mee•i"g 
held at Parl•kimidi, 
on 12th DeoemLer 
1897. 



36 Madras. Madras. 

86 " 

37 " 

38 .. 
- 1---+-

39 Govern· 

40 

ment of 
In did: 
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Names.in full or Dele-, Race, Reli
Electorol gates, with Hono~ary, gion, Dono• 
Division. 'Titles, Scholasllc mination 

Degrees, etc. · !'Jid Cnete. 

• Oceup~tion and .,. : How ~nd When 
Address. . , . , , . Elected. 

" 

Par! a• 
kimidi, 

•• 

" 

Mr. A. Santan Ruins Yiasluiava · First . Aesistant T!l~· 
Iyengar Aurgbal, Iyengar cher, ' Mah":"nla.' 
B.A., L.T. Brahuiin. College, I'arlakimldl. 

• . ' 
Babu S. S. Raj& Guru, U riya 

ll. A. . , .Brahmin. 

i 

• 
Mr. B. K. Dwayapaya. Hindu,. 

na How Pantulu Madhwa 
Garu. · · Brahmin.-

' : 

Babn Appanah Panda. • Uriya 
Brahmin. 

Chairman, Moinic;]!al 
Committee, Editor 

. "Gaujam NeWs," 
and member 'ruluk 
and District Boards, 

.Parlakimidi • 

Secretary, Utkai Hitai
shini Samaj,"and the 

, lineal .Congress Bull
Committee, Parlaki
midi. 

Assistant T e ac be r, 
Maharajo's College, 
Parlakimidi. 

' Seeun- The Bon, Pondfcherry Vaishna~a. High 'Court Ple&der, 
detabad. Ramchandr&Pillai Member, Legislative 

" 

• I 

Mr. A01irtha Sethnrs" 
ma Aiyar, B. A. · 

Council, llyderabad 
. (Decc&n), "and.Seere

tary, People's Ass.o
ciation, Secunderaa 

_. __ bad. ,. 

Hindo, 
Smartba. 

. ' 

Assistant To a c her, 
M&hbub College,nnd 
Joint Secretary,Hm
du Social Reform 
.Association,. Secuo
derabad. 

At ·a public meeting 
held &t·Parlakimidi, 
on 12th December 
18!17 • 

" 

" 

... 

At a public meeting 
held at Secundera
bad, on 19th De

. cember 1897 • 

" 

' 

41 Bombay. Decoan. Poona. , Narsinb Chinta- Maharastra 
man Kelkar, B, A., Brahmin, 
LL, B. 

Profe!lsor, Law CJ11B11, 
and Editor, '4 Kesar1 
and " Mahratta,." 
Poona. 

At a meeting of t&e 
Pcona Sarvajanika 
Sabha, held .on 2nd 
December 189'i. 
Also by the Deccan 
_Standing Congress 
Committee, on 6th 
l>ecembe! 1897, 

" .. n , · Achytrt Sitaram 
Bath~, Jl, A., B, L, 

,, 

,, 
·····~ 

---. , 
• 

At a meeting or the 
Deccan Standing 
Congress Committee, 

·held on 6th Deoem• 
• ber 1897 ; at a pub• 
.lie meeting held at 

· Amraoti; on 19tll 
December 1897 ; at 

--:...._Jlpblio' meeting . 
held a~pnr on 
UthDecem~•a97; 
and also at a meet

. ting or the Katol 
Leks Sabha, h e I d 
on 21st December 
1897. 



lilecloral 
Division. 

Names in full of Dele- Race, Reli
gatea, with Honorary gion, Dono-

Titles, l:!cholaotic miDRtion 
Degrees, eto. · and Caete. 

' 

Occupation and 
Addreaa. 

IIow and When 
Elected. 

48 Bombay. Deccan. Poona. Professor G. K. ·Go- Maharaslra Profesaor, Perguaaon At a meeting or the 
De ooa n ·::~tanding 
Oongresa Committoe, 
held on 6th Deoem• 
her 1897. Aloo hy 
the Domhar l'reai
dency As~oe1o.tion,on 
18th Decembor ISU7, 
And aloo h) tho Dec
can l:!abha of Poona . 

. ' 

45 .. 
' :: 

' ' 

;l6 ... 
41 .. 

48 .. 

49 u 

50 .. 

51 .. 

52 .. 
.. 

63 " 

, khale, B. A. Brahmin. College, Poona. 
I 

~ ... It .,, Shivaram Maha ... 
deo P&rllll.9pe, 11. A. 

.. Honorarr Bocrelary, , At a meeting or the 
SarvaJanika Sabha Poona Sarvajanika 

" 

• .. 
.. 

.. 

.. 

" 

.. 

.. 

! •' 

.. 

., Dhondo Keabao 
Karve, B. a.. 

Mr. Sitaram Ganeah 
Devadbar,. B. A. 

Dbnlia. 'fhe Hon. Mr. Dhondo 
Shamrao Garud, 
B. A. 

Bhusa- Rao Sabeb Vitthal Go-
wal. vind Daatane. 

&tara. Mr. Go•ind Ramcban
dra Karandirkar, 
K.B.,¥.8. 

" 

.. 

.. 

.. 

• 
.. 

Puoua. Babha, held on 2nd 
Dec eo: her JS97. A lao 
by the Deccan Stand• 
in11 Congruaa Com
mittee, on 6th De
cember 1897. 

Proreaaor, Pergusaon 
College, Poona, 

Teacher, New English 
School, Poona. 

Member, Bombay Legis· 
lative Counci~ and 
lligh Court Solicitor 
and Pleader, Dhulia. 

Pleader, Bhusawal ... 

Hem.,opathic Practi· 
tioner, Satara. 

At a meeting of the 
Deccan S t 8 n ding 
Congress Committee. 
held on 6th Decem• 
her 1897': 

.. 
At a public moe ling 

held at Dhulia, on 
12th December 1H97. 

AI a public meeting 
he I d at Bhu ... wal, 
on 20th December 
1897, 

At a public meeting 
.fle1.t at Satara, on 
lOth December 1897, 

.. , Laxman Sadaabi• Prahhu. Agent, Lire Insurance Do. Alao at a publio 
Pradhan. · Company. mooting helri nt .Am

raoti, on 19th De
cember 1897. 

Dharwar. ., Kriohnaji Aha j i l&aharaatra General M e r chant, 
Goruji, Brahmin. Dharwar. 

p,.,dhar- ., Vinayak 
pur. -.Jog. 

I 

Sbivaji Pleader, Pandharpor ... .. 

At a public meeting 
held at Dh a rw 8 r, 
on I ~th December 
1897. 

At a public meeting 
bold at Pandharpor, 
oo 6th Docembor 
1897. 

Bombay. Bombay. ,. D. B. Wacha Parsi. Mill Agent, Municipal At a meeting cr the 
CommiYim1er end Bombay Presidency 
F.ditnr

1
. n Kaiser-i Aet~ociat:on, held (lD 

Hind,' .Bombay. 13th December 1891, 
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Division. 
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Names in fnli'of Del~· Race, Re!l
gates, with Honorary gion, Deno· 

Titles, ScholaBtic . mination 
Degrees, etc. : and Caste. 
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'· 

Oocupation and 
.Address. 

I 

Ilow and When 
Elected • 

M B01pbay. Bombay. Bombay. Mr. Cbimanlal H. Se- Brahmin.· High Court 
talwad, )I.A., LL.B. Bombay. 

Pleader, At. 'a meeting of the 
Bombay Presidency 
Association, he I d 
on 13th December 
1897, .Also by 'the 
Gujarath 8 a b h a 
(Ahmedabad), on 
l9tb Novembu 
1897. 

55 
" " ,, 

56 
" " .. 

57 
" " .. 

58 Govern" Berar. Amraoti. 
ment of 
India. 

• 

59 
" " ;. 

60 
" ., " 

61 ,, 
" " 

62 •• " •• 

. 

68. .. 
" ,. 

» .. .. 

., RustJim K. R. Ka-
ma, B.A., LL.B.-

., Deochand U"am-
· chand l'arekb, B A., 
(Can tab) M~U s. 

Dr. P. J. Swamy ... 
Mr. GaneshShrikrishoa 

Kbaparde, Jl.~, 
LL.J!, 

. 

,. Pralhad Narayan 
Jog, B.A., LL.B. 

0 

, Ra~ath Narsinh 
. !du olkar, B. A., 

LL.B. 

., Moro Vishwanath 
Joshi, B. .&., LL. B, 

, Malbar Khanderao 
. Chitnie, B. A., 

LL, B. • 

P,rsi. 

Hindu, 
~ 

" . 
Maharastra 
Brahmin. 

--• 
.. -

~ 

,. 
. 

Prabhu. 

, Balvant R a m • Mnbarastra 
.chandrn An g a 1

1 
· Brahmin, 

~.A., LL. B, 

,. Pandrnan~ Govind -., 
' 

Solicitor and Attorney, At a meeting or the 
0 

· !lil!h Court, Bombay. Born bay Presidenoy 
Association, held on 
1athDeoember 1897, 

Bl'l'··at·Law, Bombay .. .. 
' 

Bombay ... . .. " 
Hi~!) Court Pleader, At a pnblio meeting 

ice-Chairman, City held at Amraoti, on 
Municipality, .and 19th December 1897, 
Landbolder,Amraoti . Also at a Goneral 

Uommittee's meeting 
of the Berar Sarva• 

•· janik Sabha, held on 
12tb.Pecembsr 1897, 

HiRh Court l'!ea!ler, " Municipal Commie- ,, _, 
sioner and Money. 
lender, Amraoti. 

Iii~ Court Plejlder, , 
rce-Chairm_an, City ,_ i 

.. Municisality, an d 
J,andboder, AmraQti 

ijigh Court Pleader Do, .Also at a publio 
a. n d - Landboldor, meeting held at Sa• 
'Amraoti. . · tara, on 1Oth De-

camber 1897. 

Hi~h Court 
Amraoti, 

Pleader, A_t a public meeting 
h•ld at Amraoti, 011 
19th December 1897. 

· Also at a public 
meeting hold at Sa· 

-tara, on c 1Oth De
cember 1897. 

" 
High Court Pleader 

and Municipal Com 
mit~aioner,. Amraoti . 

..........._;...,_~ -. \... ~ ~ 

I Hlgl> Court · Pieirtlif ""'--'- public meeting 
an d Landholder, h• Amraoti, on 
.Amraoti. 19th Deceml.•r 1897. 

· AJso at a U ebo .. al 
Committee's meeting 
of the Borar Sarva. 
janik Snbha, held on 
12tlj December 1897, 
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65 Govern- Berar. Amraoti. Mr. Mabndeo Gnnga - Mahar&!tra Hit Co~t Pleader, At a public moetiog 

ment of dhat Damle, 11. 4. , Brahmin. mraot1. held •t Amr•oti, on 
India. LL.B. 19th December 1897. .. 

66 .. .. .. Dr. Govind Vyonkaji 
. Khot, L. K. & s. 

Samsvata Medical Practitioner, .. 
Brahmin. Amraoti. 

67 .. " ... Mr. Balvantrao Nar- Maboraatra Retired 'Deputy Edu • Do. Also at a General 
sinh Mudholkar. Braha.in, cational Iuapoctor, Committee's mooting 

Amracti. of the Borar &rva-
janik Sabba, held on 
12th December 1897. 

~ . -
68 - .. .. .. ., Sad .. biv Vishnuu .. Retired Local Fund At a aublio moetio~ 

Bhagwa~ . - Overseer, .Amraoti .• , h e I at Amroot1, 
. on 19th Deoember 

1897. 
' • 

69 .. -~; .. , Bnlkrishna H a r i .. Pleader and Municipal Do. Also ot a Goneral 
. Karandikar • Commissioner, Am- Committee'• mooting 

rooti. or the Berar Bar.a-. janik Babha, bold on 
12th December 1897. 

70 .. .. .. Dr. Ramchandra Nar- .. Medical Practitioner, At a public meetin~ 
sinh Mudholkar, Amraoti. h e I d. at Amraot1, 
L, II. \l S. on 19th Deoember 

., 1897, 

71 .. ... .. Mr. Shrikrishna Ba0uii .. Banker and Money-len- Do. Also bk the s\rar 
alias N ana ht· dor, Amraoti. ~arvajani B a b h o, 

. ,, ·mote. on Uth December 
1897. 

7J .. .. .. , Viehwanath R a· .. Government Pensioner, At a public meelinj! 
ghunath Joahi. Amraoti. he I d at Amraotl, 

oo 19th Dsoember 
1897, 

73 .. .. •• , Sa.valaram Luman .. Banker, Mood-lender .. 
I Oke. and Lao hold-

e r, Amraoti. 

74 .. .. .. ,. Bd:uji Ballal Ma- .. Pensioner, Amraoti ... .. 
ra e. 

75 ·,. Bhaakar Waman .. High Court Pleader, .. .. .. .. Amraoti, J oabi, B,A., LL. B, 

• 
. 

i6 .. .. .. ., Moro 1l h i k" a j i .. Landhulder, Amraoti . .. 
.Agaahe, B.A., LL.B. 

77 .. .. .. , Narayan Balkrish-
oa Kadhi, B.a. 

.. Heod MBSter, Private 
High School, Am· 
reoti • 

" 
. 

78 . .. ,, Gopalrao Khnshal- .. High · Court Pleade .. .. .. 
rao Deahpande. a n d Landholder, . .Amraoti • 

- European RA!tired Engineer, Am 
79 .. , 1 J. Moreau. ... .. 

•• .. Christian • raoti. 
. 

29 
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Elected, 

80 n • Borar. ,1,•\·mrac·•"t"i•J"- Erik ,. =· c son ••• ... American American Misoi<>nary,f.At a publio meeting 
Christian. Amraoti. held at .Amraoti, on 

19th December 1897. 
ment of 
India. 

81 .. .. .. 

82 •• .. .. 
83 , .. .. 
84 .. .. " 

85 .. .. .. 

86 , .. .. 
• 

87 .. .. .. 

• 
88 

" .. .. 

89 ' 

" .. .. 

90 .. .. .. 
91 .. .. .. 
92 .. .. .. 
93 .. .. .. 
94 .. .. .. 
95 .. .. ... 

Revd.' Timothy Shiva- Native 
ram, Christian. 

Pastor, Free n ' 

Congregati >n, 
Amraoti, ' 

Mr. Kriahnarao GoJ18lll~ab:ar .. straJ High Court Pleader,f 
Desbpande, D. A., Brahmin. .Amraoti. 
LL.B. 

,. .Vasndeo V am a! .. 
Mule, B. A. 

Teacher, Privat.~~igb 
I-- ~hool, A m•"' 

., Vinayak Sa'ira!ainlllai-~--_-_JII-J!l n•-:ta.t, 
Oke. ~w· 

., Padmanabha Rao· 
ji Dande. 
• 

., Sa•laslbivNara~·an.J 

N n • , arayan ,,,.., 
Ketkar, 

,. Raoji Ra.ml:riahn:al 
Bambarde, 

., Ramchandra Ren-
ko Dole. _ 

.. J anardan N arayer 
Shastri. 

,. Viohwanath Kashi· 
oath Kale. 

• 

I. 

,. BaliramMegha
obam Pimple. _ 

,. Wasndeo Na.ra1•anl 
Jog. , 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 
• .. 

.. 

Pleader, -~ r· .. an~h~l<ierl 
and Municipal Co'!'· 
missioner, Amraoti . 

High Court 
.Amraoti . 

Pleader, Amraoti ..... 

General Merchant. an~ 
llanker, Amraoti. 

Pleader and Tl.DIIIIlclar,f 
Amraoti. 

Pleader and 
gity 

Pleader, Amraoti ... 

Pleader and 'Mn·nicipalf 
Commissioner, Ain· 
raoti. 

•• Govind · ~N'ara;~anf N' · alive Pleade_r, A. mraoti •.. 
Kane. Christian. ... .. 

.. Moreobwar "Bapuj1ij~;.':;i,~i~~· Marathe. .. 

.. 
.. 

•• ' 

.. 

" 

.. 
Do. .Also by the Berar 

Sarvajanik S a b h a, 
on 12th December 
1897 • 

At a public meeting 
held at Amrao,i, on 
19th December 1891. 

" 

" 

... 
" 

.. . 
Do. Also by the Berar 

'Sarvajanik Sabba, on 
__ 12th December 1897. 
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Govern-
~ 

~ .. .1 At a public meetinJ 
96 Berar. Mr. Babaji Mabadeo Prabhu. Pleader, Amraoti mont of I 

~ 
h e 1 d at Amraot1, . 

India. 
on 19th Deoe11.1ber 
1897. 

97 .. .. .. 
r~ 

Editor and P:::r,rietor Do. Aleo bk the Berar 
rabmin. " Tbe Pram a Sin- Sarvajani Sabha, 

-dhn," Amraoti. on Utb Dooember 
1897. • 

98 .. .. .. ., Vishnn Hari Ka •• ~~Mor " T h e At a public meeting randikar. Pramo !'~dbu," held at Amraoti, on 
; Amraoti. -~ 19th December 1897. 

99 .. .. .. , Ramchandra Bal .. Banker and Land-~ 
kriShna Kevale. - - holder, Amraoti. ~· ----._ 

100 .. ., Vyankateah Ram· .. Edil<lr and Proprietor .. .. .. 
ohandra Mndhol· " The Vaidarbba," 
ker. Amraoti. 

101 .. •• .. ,, Kesbao Luman .. Pleader, Amraoti ... " A snare. 

102 ,. Umakant Sadaahiv .. Watandar Deshmukh .. .. " .. 
and High Court Deshmnkh, B. A., . 

B. L. Pleader, Amraoti. 

' . Watandar Deobpande " 108 .. .. .. ., Yeabwant Govmd .. 
a n d Landholder, Deshpande, B • .&., 

B. L. Anjanaingi. 

104 .. .. .. Ramcbandra Anna 
" ji Deshpande . 

.. Plaader, Amraoti ... ... 

... Jagannath Bapnji Cononlting Private .. 105 .. .. .. .. 
Engineer, Amraoti • ·Aknt. 

., N arakenBalkrishna .. Banker and Land- .. - 106 .. .. .. 
Pend e. bolder, Amraoti . 

107 .. " .. , Keshao Balkrishlll .. .. .. 
Pendke. 

108 .. " 
... Prabhaker Viahn~ 

" Maokikar, B.A. 
.. Amraoti ... ... " 

, S. A. Yardi ... Native .. .. 109 .. .. " Cbristiaa • 

,. Trimbak Wama n Maharastra .. .. 110 .. .. .. 
Joshi • Brahmin. 

., Bakharam Cbimna- .. Pleader and Becre~'? .. 111 .. .. .. 
ji Gole • Talnk Board, M~m~i, 

and Member, Di&tric 
Board, Amraoti. 

• , Ganeoh Luman Pensioner, Pooua ... " 112 •• .. .. .. 
' Sabaarabndbe. 

., A. Meherban Paroi. Landholder, Amraoti -· .. ... 113 .. .. .. 



114 

115 

116 

117 

Govern• 
mentor 
India. 

.. 

" 

, . , _...V 
' ' · p • Landholder • ~--· At a public meeting Berar. Amraoti. Mr. 8. N. Kama '· · •'• · &rBI, -~· held at Amraoti, on 
\ · ' · 19thDecember1897, . \ . . 

, Vittbal G o_vindpabaras .. ensi?ner, Amraoti ... " 
Ketkar. ' "'-', Jlr . · . , 

' · · a. ,. Banker and Land- , ,. 
: i · bolder, Amraoti. 
'. 

" 

m Names i~ full of_ Dele- R_:"". e$' Rell- " . . ' H. ozand When 
::l ,; Electoral gates, With Hono~ary giO~, D~no- ·· Ocoupatlon IIJld . Elected. 
!;,o 1 Division. Titles, ScholastiC' · .•m•nat•on Address .. 
=·~ • d G te 

Oo o Degrees, eto. . · : an as • 1 · · ··-· · 

' J. ' 

.. .. 

•· o ! ,. Contractor, Amraoti ... .,. .. ..~ .. ' 

1 , _..«.V ' Shaikh A b d u I 
1 

Mahome- Merchant, Amraoti ... 
118 " ~ , . 1' . " H u s e n Shaikh ' dan; ' 
~ . . Ibm:~<-___ . .. - ....... •.· _ .......... 

" 

............- , ,. J)lfansa Fak1raa ·Tell.. Saraf, Amraoti 
--- .u . .,- '"" " ·' ;, ~-Teli. ·· 

120 
" 

-

121 ,.., 
" " 

122 
" .. 

" 
123 .. .. .. 

" 
124 

" " " 
. •: 

125 . 
" .. " 

' 
,. Hormusji J, Vajit- • Parsi. 

do.r. 

' 
Agent, Spinning and 

· · Weaving Mills, Bad-
-uera. 

;, Narayan Ram- Mabarastra • Pleader, Badnera .. 
· obandra Pendse. Brahmin, : ,. -I~ -

., Vitbal Balvant ! 
'~- ..... 

" 
Pepsioner, Amraoti ••. 

Deshpande. . . ' ' :..,_ ~-. ... ' Agent;" Harvey Sabha-,, B. Laxman Pillal .. 'Hindu. . . ' paty, Amraoti, 
., 

. ' ' , Shi~appa- G.irap- Lingayat Contractor, Amraoti ... 
pa • Wani. . 

,, Yesbwantrao · Ma- -~ 
Prabha.· Retired Tahsildar, 

hadeo Hazarnavis. Amraoti. -

., 

·- .. 
-~ .... _ '····-

Landhoider, 126 " Shrikrisbna Govind " " ... Ml\harastra Amraoti. 
Mote. Brahmin. 

·- - ,, 127 
" .. .. u Keshao Bitaram .. . .. . Bbadang . 

-· 
. 128 .. ,, .. u Shamrao Kaleeh- ,.. Pleadar and Land-

war Deshpande, holder, ~orsi, 
I 

L~ndholder and' pri-129 .. .. .. ., Laxman Ka!eeh- .. 
Will' Deshpande. - ~ate servant, Morsi. 

-;,-namrao B:.i~7.ar 
. ' . ., 130 

" .. .. .. .. Doshpande. . -131 
" .. .. ' .. Dhonrlo Moresb- Plearler ·and Member, 

war Khara, " Taluk Board, Morsi • . 
132 .. " .. ;, Jagannath Bhaya. Marwadi. Agent to Cbatorbhuj 

- Jaganoath, Amraoti. 
133 .. " .. ,. Balvant Trimbak. Maharastra Pleader, Amraoti ... . . ' .. .Brahmin • .. 

" 

" -. 

.. 
' 

. .. 
.. 

" 
-. . 

" 

" 
... 

" 
. 

" 
--,, 

-.. 
" ... 

.. 



134 Govern- · 
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185 
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137 

138 

139 

140 

141 

U2 

143 

144 
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14.7 

148 

149 
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151 
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Elector&! 
Division. 

Names in full of Dele- Ri.ce, Roll
gates, with Honorary gion, Dsno-

~'itles, Scholastic mination 
Degrees, etc. and Caste. 

Occupation and 
Addresa. 

Bow and When 
Elcotcd. 

Berar. Amraoti. .Mr;llhimrao Bapuji.,, Maharastra Pleader, Badnera 
Brahmin, 

... At a public metltilliC 
he 1 d at Amraoti, 
on 19th Daoemher 
1897. 

.. .. 

.. " 

.. .. 

" " 
.. " 
.. .. 
.. .. 

.. .. 

.. .. 

.. .. 

.. .. 

.. ... 

.. ... 
•• .. 
.. .. 
.. .. 
.. .. 

.. .. 

,. Mahamadkhan 
w a 1 ad Murad
khan. 

Mahome- Merchant, Amraoti ... 
dan. 

,. Tnkaram Bakha- Maratha. 
· ram. 

,. Sitaram Sakharam 
Deshmukb. " 

Moneylender 
Landholder, 
raoti. 

.. 

and 
Am-

., Krishna 
· Athav&!e. 

Shastri Maharnstra Penaioner, Amraoti ... 
Brahmin. 

, Narayan Daulatji Maratha. Landholder, Pusda, 
Deshmukh, Taluk Amraoti. 

,. Raghavendra Sa- Maharastra Pleader, Amraoti. ... 
kharam Kattagiri. Brahmin. 

,. Balkriohna Ma- • ,. 
dhao alias Baba ' 
Patil 

, M n t il a I Khup- Panlar. 
chand, 

, Govind Bapuji ••• Gnrao. 

., Khnshalaing Bud- Rajpnt. 
dusing. • 

,. Jiwaji walad . Ba- Kunbi. 
puji. 

Landholder, Banker 
and Member, T&!uk 
Board, V arud. 

Cloth Merchant, Am· 
raoti • 

.. 
Banker and B a r a f, 

Amraoti • 

Moneylender a n d 
Landholder, Pnsda . 

,. Laxmandas Bhi- Marwadi. Banker, Amraoti ... 
kamcband. 

,. Ganeshdao Motilal. .. 
,. Balakdae Adhikari. Bairagi, 

,. Tanba Bandoba ... Binda. 

" 
Adhikari, Bade Balaji 

Temple, Amraoti . 

G e 0 a ral Merchant, 
Amraoti • 

,. Bhoji Appa ,,, Lingarat Grocer, Amraoti ... 
Wam • 

,. Sardaraing Umrao Kahatri1a. 
SID g. 

,. Ramcbarandoa 
Mahant • 

Dairagi. 

Baoker and Land
bolder, Naudga< 
Petb. 

Jagirdar or Jamgom 
and Mabant of Bade 
B a 1 a j i Temple, 
Amraoti, 

.. 

.. 

.. 

" 

" 
.. 

.. 

.. 
,( 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 
•• 

.. 

.. 
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154 

155 

156 

157 

158 

159 

160 

161 

162 

163 

164 

165 

166 

167 

168 

169 

170 

171 

172 

Govern
ment of 
India. 
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.. 
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" 
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Names in full of Dele• ~ace; Reli · · 
gates, with Honorary gion, Deno-

Titles, Scholsstic mination 
Degrees, . etc, · and Caste. . . . . 

O~npatio~ anc} . ·I ' How and Whe~ 
· . AddreB&· .. Elected. 

' 
I l . .' 

Berar. Amraoti. Mr . .Abdul Alii .Aila- Mahome-
bal<&s. dan Bhori. 

General and Stationery At &> public meetinl! 
Merchant, ,Amraoti. · h e I d at Amraott, 

: on 19th December 

.. .. 

" .. 
.. " 

" " 

" " 

" .. 

" " .. 
" 

" " 
" " 

" " 

.. .. 

" " 

" " 

" " 

" .. 

" " 

" .. 
" " 

, Shaikh Vallibbai Mahome-
Mulla Allubax,· • dan. ' 

., Mabamad A II i 
Daudbbai. 

,,. Molla Ahm11d Alii 
Shaikh Mahamad 
Alii. 

" 
... 

' 

Cloth Merchant, Am- ' 
·_raoti.i . . · '· _;· 
' J 

I ~ 

' . , 

", .Ahmad Alii Mulla 
Rasul Alii. 

,, . ~ .. 
,. Bapu Miyan ... " 

... Ganpatrao N ana ... Moharastra 
Brahmin. 

., _Ghamji Shivalal ... 

· ,. Sangidas BiharilaJ: ... 
, Jaisiram 1liborilal. 

" .. ,:.. 

·• ;,-Krishnarao Maha- l'rabbn. 
deo Deshpande. 

1 

Landholder, _ Z .; d ~. 
'falnka Cbandur. 

Banker, an d Land
b o 1 d e r,, Mangrul 
Dastgir, 

, ·' 

'" 

" 
Landholder and Sta

tionery Shopkeeper, 
Amrao~i- .• .. 

, Bahiraodan. Jetho 
wal.. • 

Marwadi_ Mnney-lei!der, 
raoti; 

-~m-

· , Janardan Savala. Maharastra Cloth Me,cbant, Am-
ram Oke; Brabinin. raoti. : •· 

, Ganeshram · Mar- Marwadi., Sawkar, ~hauapn~ ... 
wadi. 

,. , Pandurang _Shiya- Hindu.. Landholder ... 
ram . 

. ,, Mahamad Shaknr 
walad Go.od a 
Ahmad. • .. 

, Vikram Pando 
· 1.· ·rang, 

Moliom~ 
· dan. 

Hindu. 

" ,, . 

Banker a n d Land
. holdei,,Varnd. 

.. Ayedan Sangvida1 Maheaori. Banker, Amraoti 
· Mota. . . · 

... 
, Tularam Sangidas. 

., Pandurang Surya Rajput. 
bhau. · 

, 
Booker and L a n d • 

holder, G a o n e 
Talegaon, T a I n k 

.1897. -

" 

" 
•• 

" 

.. 

" 
" 

- ,. 
.. 

" 

.. 

.. 
" 

.. 
" 

.. 
, 

Chandur. · 

~~~~----~--L---~------
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. 174 

175 

• 
176 

177 

178 

l79 

180 

18f 

182 

184 

185 

186 

187 

188 

189 

190 

191 

192 

Govern, 
ment of 
India.· 

" 

" 

.. 
_., 

.. 

.. 

Berar. 

.. 

" 

" 

" 

" 

" 

" 

Xiii' -

Nnmes in fullofD&le- Race, Reli
Eleetoral gates, "ith Honorary gion, Dono-
Division. 'l'itles, Scholastic mination 

Degrees, etc.. and Caste. 

Amraoti. Mr. Tukaram Shamrao. Maratha. 

" I 

.. 

" 

" 

.. 

" 

, Kriahnarao Y esh- Mabarastra 
want Deabpande. Bra~min. 

, Deomanaa Ta
vanasa. . 

Hindu 
Lad a, 

, Narayan Lalji_ ... Maratba. 

, J anrao Malharrao 
Kale. 

.. 

11 Martandrao Taka- u 
· ram Kale.------: __ 

• 
, Gangaram Bajirao Mabaraatra 

Deabpande.' Brahmin. 

Occupation and 
Address. 

How and When 
Elected. 

Landbolde~ ... ... At a publio meeting 
h e I d at Ammoli, 
on 19th Deoember 
l897 • 

W atandar, Landhol
der a n d Money· 

lender, Amnor_, 

Morobant, Amraoti ••• , 

Landholder, Nandura 
Bouruk. 

Landholderand 
Moneylender, 
v.rud. 

" 

Landholder, Maogrul ~ 
Daatgir. 

.. 

.. 
" 

" 

" 

.. 

" 
, Malukehand Cha- Agarwala. Moneylender, 

turbhnj. raoti. 
Am· .. 

" 
, La:rman Gopal ... M..haraetra 

Brahmin. 
Landholder and 

Moaeylender, Hi-
verkbed. - .:---1-

., 
" " 

-· . " .. " 

" " .. 

" fJ Jl 

.. " " 

.. .. .. 

.. , . .. 

.. .. " 

" 
.. " .. .. " 

" " 

, Deorao Jayasing... Mnratha. La n n hoI de r and 
Money Iunder. 

., Tikaram w a I ad 
· Bhivaram. 

Knnbi • 

, Cbbotn Ramclwl- Khatri. 
dra· 

Banker and L a u d • 
bolder, Varkbed. 

Dalal and Morcb ... t, 
Amraoti. 

Baijanath Ramgo- Mahesari. Banker, Amraotl ... 
.. pal • 

G 0 p a I r a o D. Gujarathi. En_g:ineer to Mohanlal 
" Mehta. Kabaudaa, A~nraoti. 

R a m j i Trimbak Maharastra Banker and Merchant, 
" K&DJl&O. Brahmin. Karaoja . 

,. La:rm•n Ramkri
abna Ghnde. 

.. 
., NaraingaaRukhab· Hindu 

.._ Lada. 

, Gangnsa Bawaji ••. " 

Banker and Land· 
bolder, Karanja, 

Banker, Karaoja 

Merchant, Karaoja ••• 

, Dhondbi> 
Kid e. 

Bapuji Mabaraatra Banker and LaD d • 
Brahmin. bolder, KaranjL 

, _Keshao Balvant 
Desbpande, " 

Landholder and 
Money lender, 
Maogrnl Dastgir. 

.. 
I .. 

.. 
• 

.. 
,, 

" 

" 
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' 
193 Govern· Berar. Amraoti.· Mr. Ramji Patil ... Maratha. Landholder, Karanja.. At a public meetin 

mentor - •• b e I d at Amraoti . 
g 

. 
India. on 19th Decem be r 

- - -. 1897. 

194 .. .. .. , Moropant R a In-
· cbandra Pandit. 

Maharastra General Mercbaut and .. 
Brahmin, Landholder, Murti-

.. -- . . 
-~ . . zapur • -

195 .. .. .. . ,, Ramkisan Sakha- Kalal. Landholder and Saw-
" .. ram Pethe. ' .. . kar, Morsi. .. .. 

196 ,; Jalfarji Hip tulia- Mahome· General MerCllant, ·- -.. ... " " bhai. dan Bohri. Amraotj. - .. -, 

197 
" .. " 

·,; Mabanandram Marwadi. Banker and Landhold. 
" Laxminarayan. 

.... --1-· er, A~jansingi. 

198 ,. Bbivaraj 'rikam.. 
~- " 

-_ 1--- -- .. 
" " " ·" " das. 

- - . 
199 · ;; Nagoji Bbagwant.. Jain. - , .. .. .. -" " 
200 .. .. .. ;, 'Kastorcband Deo- Marwadi • Banker and Land· .. · karan. · holder, Warba. 

.. < 

201 
" .. .. , 'Cbaotmal Mar- .. . ., -~ . wadi. ---- ---

202 .. .. " 
., Sakh.ram Badre .. , Maratba, Landholder, War~ " . 

~-

203 "1Jinaji M~ldhnre ... H~~~~ " ' '. ~ .. 
" " .. . . ....,._ 

--
·" Sitaram Marwadi.. 

--t-· ....... ·- . 
204 Marwadi. Sawkar, Mozri -· " " 

., ... _ ... 
" 205 

" . " " 
., Padamai Rnprarn .. 

" Banli:er and L a n d -
holder, Nimbhora. .. .. 

~06 
" .. " 

, Padamsi N atbmal Banker and Land· .. " holder, Wathoda. -
I 

207. 
" " .. ., Ganeshdas Kunda- , Banker and. L a q d • ' -" n mal holder, 'l'iwas,. · 

208 
" " ., u ldojiram Ganga-

" " ram. . .. .. ·-
209 ,. • " ., Na11dlal Keshao-

das. 
.. .. .. . .. " 

210 
" .. I .. , Yeshwantrao Da- Maratba. Landholder, Tiwasl' ... 

doji. . " ' 
. ' 

211 
" " " ., Damodar Rajararn Mabarastra Landholder, Amraoti .. Kawale. Brahmi!l. . . .. 

219 .. .. " ., Lalchand Hukulll: Marwadi. Banker and L a n d • > 
. 

chand, bolder, Th ugaon. •• 
218 .. " .. ., Shaikh I s m a j I Mahome- Landholder, Amraoti .. • 

Shaikh Rahiman. dan. " 
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214 Govern· Berar. ':\mraoli Mr. Lahuram Uiralal .. Kalal. Contractor, Amraoti ... At a tmhlic mcdiu 

ment of he 1 ,t at Amrtwti 
ludia. on 19th llccemt,, r 

JHn. 

215 .. .. .. , Baljorsiug Mahi· Raj put. Banker nndLand· " tapsiug. h o I d e r , Sirosgnon 
K·aba. 

216 ... .. .. ,. GaugAbisao Dava· llarwadi. Sowkar and Land· .. 
Ia tram. holder, Kat pur, 

'l'. Morsi. 

217 .. .. .. , Chandanmal Baja· .. .. .. 
ram. . 

218 " .. " 
, ManguiratD Ham· .. Saw karl Laudhnlder .. 

lnl. aud M•mber 'l'aluk 
Board, Khanapur. 

\ 

219 " " .. , B. M. Mol.ile ... Prabhn. Apeut lo Commercial .. 
U o i o • lusurauoe 
Company, Amrauti. 

220 .. .. .. ., Ht~.nmantram Dal· Hindu Banker, Amraoti ... N 

~ukdas. Shrawagi. 

221 .. .. .. , N en:asa Lad ... Lada. Cloth Merchant, .. 
.AmraotL 

222 -. - i ,;~-
11 Amolnk~luwd ... Mar wadi. Danker and Land· " .. .. 

~ol~r. Arnra••tt 

223 .. .. ,, Marnti Nnik Mohn.,..tra B a n k e r an•l Loud· " .. 
. Donge. Brabmin . ho'der, Kurho. . 

. . 
224 .. .. .. Khivaraj Liladbar. 1\larwadi. " 

.. .. 
225 .. " .. Bansidhnr Ram " 

B<a n k e r and Lond· .. .. 
chaudra, owner or holder, Amraoti aud 
tbe 6rrn of Harji· BaiKam. 
malllnlrnukuud. 

226 .. .. " 
,. Shivschand Ram· 

chandra, owner of 
.. .. .. 

. the firm of Harji 
mal Balwukund. 

227 ,. Girdharilal Jauki Chhotar· Banker a•d Cloth .. .. .. .. Merchant, AmraotL pmaad. J•ure. 

228 Snnderdos Hamda Udaai. LoudhoiJer, ArnraotL .. 
" 

.. .. " Udasi. . 
229 ,. Rnmpr3811d Janki· Chhat&r- Honker and General .. .. .. .. 

prn.sad. pare . Merchant, Amraoti.. 

230 ., Mannnlal Janki- .. .. .. .. .. .. 
prasad. 

231 ,. Samirmal Bahirao :Marwadi. A~ent to Kisonchanr .. .. .. .. 
dan. Murlidhar, Amaroti . 

-
31 
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xvi 

ill . I I N •mes in full or Dele- rRace, Reli
t~ Electoral gat•s. with Honorary 'on; Deno· 
r= .e:: IDitiFtiou.l 'l'itleP, Scholastic min~tlion 

c3 ° DegrcC!l, otu. ""d Caste. 
. . 

• 
Occupation· and 

Address. -.• 
How and \VI•en 

:peeled. 

Berar. Amrnoti. Mr. 8ewadas Pujori Udosi. Pujarl, Amra·oti. .• ;, A~ a public . meeting 
he I d at· .?mrnoti, 
on 19th.,J)eceu.ber 
1897, 

"· .. 

.. .. 
,. .. 

.. 
.. " 

.. .. 
" .. 
., .. 
" •• 

" ., 

.. ., 

•• .. 
.. •• 

., .. 
•• .. 

" .. 
.. 

Guru Jagnnuath· · 
• das of B .. de 

Balaji •. 

, Naraynmao Bin<\.. Sonar, Agent to Oriental Life 
Insurance Cnm}Jany, 
Clerk, Bad n era 
Mill•, Bndnera, 

J' 1\riflhnasa Punsa 
Kalal. 

Kalai. Landlulder, Me•chnnt 

, Sunderd~ Jwala- Ud .. i, 
pra.•ud. 

and Sswkar, Sind. 

Mo••> ..tend• I\ .c\m' 
raoti. 

11 Motiram 
nu:Q, 

HarJes- Marwndi, Mo •. ey-len.Jer, 
g,non, 

'rhu-

,, Allisaheb walsd Mahome- Jagirdar and Mukhtisr, 
Mahsmad Saheb, dan. Nondgaou. 

, Ramkrishm~ Bali· Maham•na Merch•n\ and Land • 
ram Kide. Brahmin. . bolde~, Karanju •. 

:Uuushi 
Alll!l&d, 

Munsbi Fazal 
mad, 

Bashir Mahome- Bookbiud~r. Anfraoti. 
d:m. · 

Ah· .. ,. 
-~-~-

•• 

•• 

.. 
•• 

·~· 

•• 

.. 

.. 
Mr. K., D. Chovan ,., :!!;shatrlyn· Landholder and Pho· ~---.. ___..--•. 

• -- ., •· ·• Arya, · tographer, ilmraqti. 
,. 

,. Golmldos Rikhab
das, owner ol'o the 
firm of Ganesl\das 

Mah6$ari, Hlmker,·AQlruotr ·- ·.~. ·. ~- · ~. ;~ ~ 

Thakurdas, · ~ ·- :-.-~ 

• 
., Ramdhandas Ri

kbabdas, owner of 
the firm of Ganesh, 
das 1'bakurdas. 

,, Ganeshdas- Ke-
ahaodu. 

,1 Shrikisan D a a 
Da8•· 

I' •• 

.. " 

" 

,, Birdiohand Kapur· M~rwadi. llsn~er, A!Drao~i 
chand, 

u Maniram Bagdi, 
· Munim of Gonesh· 

das Bulakhidae, 

., Dharamchacd Ke
earichand, 

.. 

.. 
;, Dadaji Gangadhar i\faharaotra 

Dbaraskar. Brahmin. 

.. 

., 

.. 

• •• 

" ... 
,, 

" 

" 

.. 



250 Govent• Berar. 
ment of 
India. 

251 .. 
" 

252 .. .. 
253 .. •• 

254 
" " 

l!55 ... " . 
256 .. ... 
257 .. " 

258 .. " 

259 
" " 

260 
" " 

261 .. " 

262 .. .. 

263 

• 
264 " .. 
265 .. " 

266 .. .. 
267 .. .. 
26R 

" " 

Electoral 
Division. 

:nil 

. . 

Names in full b! Dele. Race, Reli· 
gates, with Honorary giou, Deno· 

Titlos, Scholastic miu8tiou 
Degrees, eto, aod Caste. 

Oceupatioo aod 
.'\ddra.._ 

How aod W heu 
Elected. 

Amraoti, Mr, Mojiram Ba.ldeo... Marwadi. Banker, Amraoti 
~ 

... At a public meotinjl 
h e I d at Amraott, 
on 19th December 
1897. .. 

" 

.. 
" 

" 

" 

" 

.. 
" 

,. Sbriram Rnpram ••• .. 

., Paodnrong K u • Sonar. 
narsa. 

Lnudholdor, Banker 
and Merohunt, 
Hiverkhe4 • 

Laodholder, Morei. .. • 

., Jaimm I{ e • h a o :ll'aharaatra Amraotl ... . .. 
Asoara, B. A. Brahmin. 

., Ambadns Laxman Gurao. 
Deorankar_, ___ _ 

, Vitthalsa N a r a· Patwi. 
yansa. 

Latidholder oo<l Baraf, 
Amraoti, -

C I o t h Merchant, 
Amraoti. 

, 1\lanmal G u I a b· ]cfarwadi, C I o t h Merchant, 
ohand, Amraoti. 

, J.lsiram Bisso. ... Marwadi 
Brahmin. 

A g e n t to Shriram 
Rupram, Hiver" 
khed. 

11 W asude(•rao 
'Vind. · 

Go· Ynbnrastra A g e n t to Shrirnto 
Brabmio, Hupram, Amraotl. 

., Hukumehand Ba· Mabeari Banker, Amraoti ... 
chhal'llj, · Marudi. 

-- .,~ -. - --;;-'fakbatmtd Sbriva
labh. " .. 

" 

" 

" 

.. 

.. 

.. 
.. 
.. 

, Jaim•ndae Ram. 
obaodra. 

., Bailabd !Ill. 

.. 

" 

Banker, Dhamaogaoo .. 

Agent to Ballabclas 
llalllohandra, 
Amraoti. 

, Abdul Alii walad :Yahomedan Stationery and Gla'"' 
Mabamad Alii. Bohr!, war a. Merchant, 

Amr.ou, 

, Baliram Vithoba... Bimpi. 

, Jauardan Gaoe~h Mali. 
Maldbure. 

Cloth Mer<: ban I, 
Warba, 

Banker and Laodhold· 
or, Warhe • 

A b a j i Tukaram Maharaatm Moneylender, M angrol 
" Pause. llrabmin. Dastgir • 

, Lacbiappa China(>" Wani. 
pa. 

, Sadakshari A 1 • 
G u r n Mahadlin1 
Aya. 

Lingayat 
Waoi. 

Grocer, -Amraoti ... 
Reli~oos T e a o b e r, 

Amraoti. 

" 

.. 

.. 
•• 

.. 
" 

" 
• 
.. 
.. 
.. 
.. 

" 

" 

" 

" 
.. 

" 

.. 
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270 
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273 

27.5 

276 

277 

278 

279 

280 

281 

282 

288 

284 

2R5 

286 

287 
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.. 

.. 
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.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 
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Electoral 
Division.. 

xviii 

. . . I 
Names in foil of Dele· Race, Reli
gates, wirh Honorary gioo, Deno-. 

'l'itles, Scholastic minetion 
Degrees, ete. and Caste. 

·-
Hotf and When 
· Elected. 

Occop3tion and , 
Addreao. ' 

. 

. . 

4\mraoti. Mr. Jaikomar. Devidae ·. Jain. Banker anol Landhold· At a tmblic meetiu~ 

.. 

.. 
.. 
.. 
.. 
.. 
.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 
" 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

Cba.vare. ". er, Karanja, be I d at: Amraou, 
· on 19th December 

1897. .. 
., Krisbnarao Ra- Mabaraolra 

ghao Deebpande. Brahmin. 

,. Kesarichsnd lila- Jain, 
nikchand Malte. 

·~ Tnkaram Baglaji •• Sonar. 

Desbpande and Mem
ber Amrauti District 
Board, Badnera. 

. -~ . 
Shopkeeper,. Amraotr .. 

Mnkhtiar; Amraotr ~-~ · 

......-31ishtfaji l'owar ... Mali, -S'awkar and Landhold-
er, Balgaon, 

., Ganesh Mabadeo 
• Dixit. .. 

Pr&bnu-:- r.·miaoti ... ' ..... 

., La:omi Narayanji Marwadt 
Shet. 

,. Bachbaraj Agent 
to Shriram Sbali· 
gram. 

,,' Rajmal Dinaji ... 

.. 
Mali, 

L.•ndloolderandMo:.ey
lender,l'ar~i. 

I 

Banker, Amraoti 

Banker and Landhold- · 
er, Balgaon. 

. .. 

... ..._ .... .. 
,,,_ 

.. 
... 

. . 

" . 

, Sunderlal S h a I j. 
~tram,.owner of the 
firm or Shriraw 
Sbaligram. 

Marwadi. B~nker, Amrapti . ... ' .-;·-·- . -- ;-.. 
" 

., .RamsuiPufaritiaii:J-~ ;;--

, Chanthamal Sl:iva
natb. .. 

Moneylende;, '""'11. ni
raott 

Sawkai- ...• ... 
, Prayagji Liladllar.. Bhatia. Agent to MulJi Jeth• 

and Company, Am
r.oti. 

,. ShiYashankar Bias. Marw&di. 

., Anandrao Sitaram. M'aratl•a. 

A g e n t to Sangvidas 
Mota, Amraoti. 

Rmker and L a n d
holder, Bhambora. 

" B b i k am c hand Marwadi. Banker, Tiwasa 
Nandi•!. ... 

Munehi Amir Husen Mahnme- ·land~older; Bad•era .. 
Rahim Ba:r. dan. 

Mr. Vi tt h aid as Hindu, 
Chandrabhao Bai-
thi. 

Dalal and Banker, Am
raoti. · 

.. Bisan Dayal ... Aguwala. Banker and La n d

- ' 

-. ~ --..-~-~ '- -......... ,... ... ,. 

. "--··· .. 
If'-.._ . 
.. 
.. 
.. 
" 

.. holder, Amraoti. 

~~~~----~-L--~~-~-~ 
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..: ~ " .. Names in ru II ~r Dele· Race, Reli· ., w.; 
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tl> 

• 
2S8 Govern· Berar. · Amraoti. Mr. Govind Diwaka Maharastra W atondar nnd Land.- At a public meetin!f 

ment of Talukdur. •nr .. hmin.. holder, V arud. h e I d at Amrnot1 
India. on 19th December 

1897. 

289 .. .. .. ., Mu\.taprasad ... Chbotaf- Banker, Amraoti ... n 
pure. 

290 ., Gnlam Alii ... Mnhome· Landholder, AmraotL. , .. .. .. .. 
• dan . 

' 
291 ... .. .. .. Sbaffakat Saheb ... .. .. .. . 
292 .. .. .. ., Uahnmad Hnaen .. .. .. ~. 

293 .. .. .. .. :Mabamad Ibrahim .. .. • . 
294 .. .. .. ., Sbarakat Alii ... .. • .. .. -
2&5 .. M .. ,, Mabomad Ibrahim. .. Merchant, Amraoti ... .. 
296 .. .. ... Karim Khan ... .. Shopkeeper ... ... .. .. i 

• ., Shaikh Mnaton ... 297 .. .. .. .. .. .. 
298 A kola. Rao Saheb Deorao VI - Muharastra High Court Ploader At a plfblio meetin11 .. .. nayak Digambar. Brahmin. and Landholder, held at Akula, on 

A kola. 19th December 1897. 
Alao by the Derar 

' Sarvajauika Sohha. 
• on Uth Docamber 

' 1897 • .. 
' :Mr. Dattatroya Vishnu -. At a public meeting 

299 .. .. ..-.. .. Bbagwat, B.£.,LL.D. bold at Akola, on 
19th J)ecemtor 1897, 

, Narayan Kaahi- .. Pleader, Akola ... .. 800 .. .. . .. 
oath Date, B.A • . 

High Coort Pleader, ., Damodar Ganesb .. .. 301 ,, \I .. .. . Patwardhau, A kola. B.A.., 
LL.D. 

., Vitha.l Rangnatb .. .. .. 302 " " 
.. 

'11~ B.A., LL.D. 

-
.. Keshao Gov in d High Court Plesder, .. .. 303 .. .. .. Damle, B.A., LL. a . an<! Secretary, Muoi· 

cipality, Akola. 

.. Shankar Govind ••. .. Pleader, Akola ... • • 304 .. .. I' 

., Dattatr~ya Krish· .. Medical Practitioner, .. 
305 .. .. .. 

na Kolatklll' • Akola. 

•• Ramehandra Viah· .. Hif Court Pleader, .. 
806 .. " 

.. nu Mahajan~ B.£., to Ia. 
~ 

t.L.B. 

, Ramr.bandra 1\Jar· Prabhu. Pleader, Akola "' .. 
807 .. " 

.. 
tand Gupte. 

• 
-
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Berar. 
-
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" 
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" 

.. 
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" 
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Electoral 
Diyision. 

Akola. 
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.. 
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.. 

:XX 

Names in roll or Dele-
gates, with Honorary 

Titles, Scholastia 
Degrees, etc. 

jl 

Mr. Pandarang Bapuji 
Rajandekar •. 

., Balvant . Vinayak 
Digamb:u-. 

, Hari Ramchandra 
Anvik"!'. 

, Abaji Mairal . ... 

,, Shivaratausinh 
Varma. 

Race, Reli-
gion~ · Deno· 
min at ion 

and Caste. 

Maharastrs 
Bralunin. 

" 

'Rajpnt 
Kshatriya 

Arya. 

Occupation ani!. • 
Addresa •. · 

·How and When 
* Ele9ted. · 

Moneylender, Land- At a pnblic· meetinl{ 
holder and Member, held ·at ·.A kola, on 
District Board, Aka- 19th December 1897. 
Ia. Also by the Bernr 

• Sorvajanika Sabha, 
on 12th December " .. " 
1897. . 

Banker a n d Land· At a public meeting 
bolder, 1Akola. beld at A kola, oo 

19th December 1891. 

Editor, .. " Shndha V ar
hadi," Akola. 

Pleader, Akola ... 
" 

Laadholder and Mer- Da. A 1 s o by the 
chant, Patur Shekh Berar Sarvajanika 
Babu. 8 a b h a, on 12th 

• December 1897 • 

., Hansilal P a n a 
chan d. 

Agarwala. Banker, 'Balapur ... . 
., Maruti G an e s h Maharsstra 

Asarka11. Brahmin. 
Landholder, Money

lender, Member, Lo
.aa\Boo•d, and Muni
cipal· Commissioner, 
Akot. · • 

" ., ~ 
~"\,' 

• : • ;~ >' 

,.. 
, Kolekhao Sanda Mahome· Contractor, Patnr .... 

gar. • dan. ., 
-;, GovinaBinh Varma. Kshatriya 

Arya. 

- --,.._ -· -.;..: ~ 
Merchant, ratur"'SiieKli -_ ,; ~ · · 

Babu. · · :, 

, )?opatlal Parasha· Agarwala, Banker, Bolapnr 
·ram. 

• 

, 1 Jaikrisbna Bagaji .. Mabarastr;: 
· Brahmin. 

Banker's Agent, Muni
cipal and District 
Board Member. 

'. 

, Laxman Govind 
Oke. " Pleader and Munici- At a publie meeting 

. pal Commissioner ' held a t A k o I a , 
· Akola, on 19th December 

, Romcbondra Trim- Hindu. Native Doctor, Akola .. 
bak. 

, Shivaram 
Pan at. Anant Maharastra ~ent to pdvote hank-

Brahmin. 10g firm, Khamgaon . 

.. Knstnrchand Bhi- Marwadi. Banker and Merchant, 
kamcband. Kbamgaon, 

" 
, Ganesbdaa Bhatta 

n 

., Raoji Rag h a o Mabaraatra LandholderandWatan-
Desbpande. Brahmin. dar, 

1891. I 

" 
-

" 

.. 
-

.. 
• .. . 

• 
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Electoral 
Division. 

Akol~. 

.. 

.. 
.. 
.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

" 

" 

.. 
. .. 

... 

" 

" 

.. 

!U 

•• 

" 

.hi 

Nomes in full of Dele- Race, Reli· 
gates, with Houorory gion, Deno-
. Titles, Scbolaatio mination 

Degrees, .etc. and Caste. 

Occupation and 
AddreBS, 

Mr; Bacbulal Nahak· Agarwalo.. Landhold., and Banker, 
ram. Bani Takli. 

,. Ratanlal Mobanlal .. Banker, Bani Twdi ... 

,. Gangadhar B ,1. Mahor881ra Pleader, Khamgaon ... 
kriobna. Brahmin. 

,. Sakharam H a n -
maut. 

,. Ekanatb A b aj i 
Mahajan. 

,. Gopalrao Madhav
rao. 

, V aman Laxm.an .•. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 
General Agent to a 

J agirdar aud Land
bolder, Akolo.. 

Landboldor and Jogir
der, Khamgaon. 

Pleader, Kbamgaon ... 

,. Motilal Banailal ••• Agarwalo.. Banker and Laadbcl
der, Akola. 

,. Lalji Vitboba Patil Kunbi. Landholder and Banker, 
Savre, Taluk Akot. 

,. KBBhinatb S ban- Binda. Banker, Adgaon ... 
kar Appo.. 

,. Sadaahiv Keabav-
rao. 

.. W atander and Bauker, 
Panchagawban • 

How and When 
Elected. 

At a public meeting 
held at Akolo, 
on 19th December 
1897. 

.. 

.. 
" • 

" 

II 

.. 
" 
• 
11 

" 

" 

Viahwanatb Ramji Mahera•tra Ban~er, Akot 
" Jodh. Brahmin. 

... Do. A Joo br the 
Be r ar s .. "llJIDi~. 
Babha, on 12th De
cember 1897. 

,. Vithoba Ponjaji ... Hindu. 

• 
Landholder and Money- At a public meeting 

lender Nakasi. held at A k o I a, 
' on 19th December 

1897. 

,. Vitboba Ramji ... Kunbi.. Landholder, Kharale ... .. 
Gnnavanl R 8 m. Maha1'811tra Banker and Marchant, 

" cbandro.. Brahmin, Akot • 

,. Balaji H a r a i n g Maratba. 
Desbmukb. 

, Krisbnaji E k a j i , 
Deabmukh. 

, Kriabnarao Vitho· Hindu. 
ba. 

, Cbandrabban Ra· " 
gboji. 

W atandar and Land· 
holder, Rahita, Taluk 
Akot. 

.. 
Landholder, Mahnli ... 

Landholder andMoney
le~er, Akola • 

.. 

.. 

" 

" 

" 
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-- -
Names in full of Dele- Race, Ueli-

Electoral gates, with Honorary gion, Deno- Occupation and 
Division. Titles, Scholastic · mination - Address. 

•' . Degrees, etc . and Caste. -

-
Akola. Mr. Dnmodar 

Brabma.· 
W aman Mabaraotra Private Servant, Kbam-

llrahmin. gaon. •· 

" , Nanakram Ganga- Hindu, Banker and Loudholder, 
ram. Agarwala. Panchagawh>n, 

.. , Biharilal Hiralal ••• .. " ,, 

" , Kriahnarao Ganeah Hindu. Pleader, Telhara ... 
" , N amdeo Sonaji ••• 

" Landholder and Money-
lender, Boregnon. 

" , Ganesbdaa 
.mal 

Suraj- Marwadi • Moneylender, Andnra.. 

" , Chimanlal Shan- 4'tt -
kardas. .. 

, Bh,waot .Damo- Maharastra Clerk, private . firm, .. 
dar ' hombre. Brahmin. _ Khamgaon. 

,Keshao Waman Private Servant, Kham-.. .. Brahms.- ' _gaon. 
-

" , GopaldasNarayan- Jain • Banker and Merchant, 
das. ' _ Bala:t>nr, _ _ 

, Achynt Gopal Hindu. Deshkande and land-" ... 
ho der,. Adgaon. 

-
,, Shriram Khetsi- Marwadi. Moneylender, Balapnr. .. 

daa 

, Tulaji Marnti Knnbi. Landholder, Bar•si .. ... 
'fakli. 

., Narayan Sonaji Teli. Sawkar; Deodhari .. . .. 
Teli. . . _ -- . 

., Kisan Sitaram Kunbi. Landholder, D a g a d-.. . .. 
' parwa. 

' 
, Sakbaram Nara-.. .. 

. ·~ yan. ' ' ' ,, Daulat.Nanaji --' .. ... .. --- " .. · ,. Raoji Shidboji . .. .. Laridhol!ler, W akhera. 

,. Ja"nba Wagaji - Landholde~, Deodharl. " ··- .. 
., Ganpatrao Chao -- ._ 

Landholder, :a _ _a r a i .. .. drabhao. Takli. 

" , ~nandnio _li· a r -
smg. .. Watandar and Land-

- holder, Barsi Takli. 

11 ~awaji S o n a j i Landholder, Shegaon. .. .. 
Dashmnkh. 

... 
-- - -

-

How and Wheq 
Elected. 

At a public meeting 
hold at A k o I a, 
on 19th. December 
1897. 

.. 

" . 
" .. 

-

" 

" 

" 

.. 
-.. 

" 

" ' 

•• 

, 
·- • .. 
-- "-

' -.. 
-~ -- " -

·- , 

.. ,. ,. --

,,. -- J 

._ rL.- --' 

-
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~i Electoral -"' ~ ... s galea! with Honoraey "on, Deno- Ooanpation and How aud When a ·- 013 Division. Tit es, Saho!astic roination " £ l 
,.._ Addreu. Elect ad. 

!;!; 1:30 Degrees, etc. and Caate. 
. 

366 Govern· Berar. Akola. Mr.Anant Tatyaji,Mabarastra General Marohaut and At a public meetiu 
mentor KOJde. Brahmin. Municipal Commil· held at AkoiR 
lndia. aioner, Akola. on 19th Decem be 

A 

r 
1897. 

867 .. .. .. ., Ba.pu Balaji .. Banker, Khamgaon ... 
s .. bne. " 

868 .. .. .. "Harakchand GujarathL Banker and Merohant, 
" Gnlabcband. Telhara. 

369 .. .. " 
,. Keshao Pllol"lll!ha- Maharastra Laud hoI d a rand .. 
· ram .-\mbdakar. Brahmin. Monaylaudar, 

Telhara. . 
370 .. .. .. ., Narayan Rangnath .. " " . . Tagde. 

871 " " .. ., Sad•ehiv .Ramji Hindu. Landholder, Adgaon ... •• 
' Manker. 

872 .. " .. ., Shankarrao Deoh· 
mukh. " 

Landholder, Akola ... 
" 

373 ., Purahottam Mabaraatra Deshpanda and Jogir • • 
" " .. " Aohyntrao Deeh- Brahmin. dar, BaJa pnr. 

pande. 

sa .. " " 
·., Shrikrishna Amrit 

Deebpanda. " 
Landholder, Akola • ., " 

375 .. n " 
,. Ramrao Go pal " 

Landholder and W a- .. 
Deehpande. taudar, Akola. -

876 " ... " 
,. Bh1111neing Chain· 

sing. 
Raj put. Private 8 e r v a n t , 

Balapnr. " 

3'17 .. .. • • ., Kanbayalal Hem• 
cband . 

Agarwala. Merohanl, Balapnr ,., •• 
. 

378 .. .. .u ., Ruprao Zabaji ... Binda: Landholder, J>ongar· .. 
gaou, 

, 
Moneylender, Andura.. 

379 n " " 
., Jawarimal 8 h a n• MarwadL " kardaa. 

380 " .. " 
Munehi Sbam Ahmad. Ill a home- Moneylender, Patar ... • 

dan. 

381 Mr. Abdul Radarfa " 
ljardar, Akola ... " " " " walad Mahemad 

Babe b. •. ,. 
882 ., Narayan Las Mabaraalra Sawker, Akola ... .. 

" .. " Brahmin. man. 

383 ., Yeehwant Govind " 
Agent or Desbmokh " .. .. " Hundivala. and Member 'faluk 

Board, Balapur. 

38' " Dhondi Bai.: walad Hind a. Landholder, Akola . .. " .. .. .. N arayon apa, 
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386 .. 
" u 

387 

388 

389 

390 

391 

392 

393 

394 

395 

398 • 

397 

398 

399 

4oo 

401 

402 

403 
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.. .. 

.. .. 
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Names in full of Dele· Race, · Rpli" 
gates, with Honorary gion, Dono-

Titles, Scholastic · mination 
Degrees, eto. and Caste, 

I 
Occupation and; 
· Address., -

• iiow ana When 
·- Elec~. 

.. 

Mr. Dinkarrao B h a g- Maratba. 
wantrao. 

Landholder an.dMoney- At a publiC . meeting 
: lender, Akola, held at A k o I a , 

on 19th December 
1897. 

,. Ramchandra W asu- Maharastra Gen-eral Merchant and 
deo Kolatkar. Brahmin; .. . Photographer, Akola 

, Narayan Sakha- Hindu. Landholder, Ugwa ••• 
ram. ... ' 

, Yadneshwar Anant Mabarastra 
Veidya. Brahmin. 

,. Anandrao Amba 
das Lote. 

.. 
, ,. J i w a b a Dada . Sonar. · 

Sonar. 

,. Harikrisbna Sham- Maharastra 
rao Deabpande. Brahmin. 

Pensioner and Manager 
. of · ao . Industrial 

Class, Akola. 

Agent .. of a Banker, 
. Balapur. 

Goldsmith, Akola 
t 

.... 
Watsndar, · .Jogirdar 

and Landholder, Ba
lapur. 

I 

,. . Sbivalal G u I a b
cband, Ag•nt to 
Govindram B h i
kamdas, D u k a 11 
'l'elbara. 

Marwndi. Banker,. Akola ' .... 

n Tukaram Gam-
bbirji Patil . 

Kunbi. Landholder, Akola .... 

.. 

.. 

.. 

... 

,, 

.. , 

, Shriram. 
g~m. 

. Sbali- Marwadi. Banker, Kbamgaon ... ,. . : · 

,. Narayan T1imbak. Maharastra Age~t, Khamgaon 
Brahmin, ... 

" Pandurang Bbal
chandra. . 

., Agent,.Akola ,. 

., Hiralal Rewadas ... • Hindu. Sawkar, Ugwa . 

,. Dhanji 
.Bhatia. 

Jadbaoji Bhatia. ' Merchant, Akola 
'• 

... '-
. . 
_... -

.~·· 

, ~- Dharampuri Telanga. Watchmaker, Akola ... 
arsaiya. l' ,. , . 

, Annaji Keshav Maharastra Agent to New Mo£ua-
Sukhatme. Brab~;n '1 (J Sh 

, Gopni'Vishnn 
R.ste. .. 

- 81 0., eg30u, 
' .\gen; Akola ... 

, U!"rao Zam~og ... Hindu. Moneyiender, 'Kb.m-
gaon. 

, Sndol>a Rhushalji Maratha. L db ld Rab'ta Desbmukh. . an ° er, 1 ... 

r -' -•. 

. .-i··.' 

.. 

.. 

.. 
" 
.. 

---' 

I~ e 

' I ' '< 

! 

• 
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... "' " " " ll Names in full or Dele- Race, Reli-.. 
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. 404 Govern- Berar. A kola. Mr. Ganesh Daji Josbl Maharaotra Pleader, Moneylender At • public meeting 
mentor Brahmin. a n d Landholder , held nt Alrola, 
India. Tolhara. • on 19th December 

1897. 
405 .. .. " 

u Madhaorao Ram-
chandra 'l'ip~ia. 

l'rabho. Pleader, 'felhara ... .. 
406 .. .. .. ,. Anant Vishnu 

Bhagwat. 
Mahoraotra .. .. 
Brahmin. 

407 .. " .. ol Purusbottam 
Shaolri. " Shastri, Akot ... .. 

408 
" " " 

., Raoji Moreshwar .. " Moneylende~ and Mer-
chant, Khamgaon.' 

.. 
409 

" " " 
,; Govind Keshao ... .. Banker, Mategaon ... .. 

-
410 

" 
,, 

" 
·., Trimbak Waman .. " Jagirdar, To"ki ... " 

411 •• " " 
., Renkodaa Balvant. •• .. .. 

. 412 
" " " 

,. Hamrao Goviod ... " " " 
--:~ 

, Uamrao Laxman •.• • 413· .. ' " " " " " 
414 .. " 

,. Gorupratap Go· Marwadi. Banker, Akola ... " .. 
vindram •. . --- -----· -

415 "- . d- " .. .. " " ram. 

4.16 " .. " 
,. Kisan Cbandra- Hindu. Landholder, Akot .. ,, 

- bhan. • 

4lf ,. Ganesh . Ha~mant Mahoraotra Landholder & Moner- " " .. " 'fhombre. Brahmin. lender, Akot. 

418 , Balkrishna Waman .. Pleader, Khamgaon ... " .. " •• 
419 -, Atmaram Limbaji. .Hindu. Artist, Khamgaon ... " .. " .. 
420 ., Shriknmar Kis:b: Rajput Zamindar Ba P a t u r .. ., ·- .. " aivaram Manea Kohatriya Shekb bn. 

dar. Arya. 

421 , Deorao Bbagwant Hindu. Muuim, Patur Bhekb .. .. " " Nargunde. Babo. 
-

Rejpot LaDdholder, Patnr 
• 422 , Laluaing Varma ... ... " " .. .. Kshatriya 

,Arya. 

Marwadl Mercban' and Agen -
!l23 , Hiralsl Bagdi ... " " " .. to a Banker, Akola. 

424 Moulri Aehagar Mahome· Jagirdar, Pattor ... .. .. - .. .. Hueeo. dan. . 
Mr. Balki .. ndu Pam- Hiadn. Banker ud Lao d- .. 

425 .. .. " ahottamdu. ' bolder, Aiolihede, 
Talnk Akot. 
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Electoral 
DivisiOD. 

Names in full or Dele- Race, Reli
gates, with Honorary gion, Deno-
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:A kola. Mr, Motiram Shivaram ,Hindn. . ' Landholder, Manchan. Ab- a public meeting 
pnr, 'l'aluk Akot. held at Akola, on 

19th December 1897. 

.. 
H 

" 

Patil. 

• Pre!llsukdas Mar- lllarwadi. Agent to a Sowkar ••• 
wadi_. 

, Yeshwant 
obandra. 

Ram· MaharMtra ·Banker, Jalgaon, Dis-
Brahmin. trict Akola. 

" .. 

.. 
" 

.. 429 

480 " ,-~- -~"'-

. , Gopal Ganeah ... 

f---o;1raTh1iali -Nathuji. Landholder and Mo
neylender, Man· 
ohanpur, T a lu k 
Akoj;. 

... 

431 

482 

485 

43.6 

437 

,88 

439 

440 

Ul 

442 

4l8 

4U 

445 

U6 

Ul 

.. 
•• 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.,_ 

" 
" 
" .. 
.. 
.. 
... 
.. 
" .. 
.. 

" 
.. 
.. 
" 
.. 
... 
.. 
.. 
•• 

.. 

.. 
··- . ..._ 

.. 
.. 
.. 
.. 
.. 

.. 

.. 
" .. 
.. 
" 

• ., 0 

.. 

.. 

., 
u 

, . 

•• .. -

• • 

' 
,. Nansukdas Gokul- Marwadl. Banker and Mercha11t, · 
, das. ' . .Kbamgaon. 

,, lllahamad Baoif.,, Ill ahoma- Landholder, Patur .. , 
dan, 

' 
,. lllahamad Ibrahim, 

, Ahmadkhan walad 
-HW!8nkhan •. 

.. ... 

.. i'.·ndholder, Mebhr .. , 

" 

.. 

.. 

.. 

:: :y::~= Hose:: ~~. ~-=· ~-~~~-~-~.~ .. ~~=~ _· ==-·---~·~· ·-
" l!baikh Ahmad ••• 

,, 8nrajoddin ... 

· ,. Syed l;{aslm . • •• 

, ~shamed .t\li , .. 

. ,. Abdnl Allima .. 

· ,. lllabamad 1\luriir .. 

, l\{ahmad Y akub, 

, - , Jobar l{ahQ.mad ••• 

, Zainullabuddin ,., 

" 
•• 
.. 

" .. 
., 
.. 

.. .. 

.. .. 
Landhoider, Patur" ,,; " .. .. 

... .. 
" " 
" - .. 

. : ., - .. 
.. " ---. .... ' -

" Munshi Rajuddin ~-~ ., 

1\tr. Rngh11nath iio~~d Maharastra 
-Damle, . _ . • __ .Bf114mjn, ' 

t.atitiholder, Akola ••• " 
•• " 

, -

, __ .: , •. r ~,-Vasudeo Ye ahJ u 
· • want ~amndr"'- . . . _ 

M.unim, Kbamgaon .... 
" 

.. 
.. 

' .. ' 
.. '" \ 

••• 
. 

,. Shamlal Uka~J Jain. 

-,. Prem~ukdoa 
thi. . . ! 

Banker, Khamgaon .... •• 
.. 

• 
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451 Govem- Berar. A kola. Mr. Rodgere .,. ... American Manager, School 0 At a public meeting 
mentor Christiau. llldustry, Akola. held at A kola, 
India.· on I 9th December 

1897. 

!52 .. .. .. ,. Narayan 1,1. a m· Maharastra W atandar and Jagir· .. 
ohandra Desh· Brahmin. dar, Balapur. 
pan de. 

. 

., Viuayak Maresh- Landholder and Mo· 453 .. .,.____ .. 1----» .. 
' 

war. neylender, 'l'elh•ra 

454 " .. .. ,. Gan~harGaneah .. 
Josht. " n 

455 .. .. .. ,. Baoji Jann Mali .. Kunbi. Landholder, 
'Iakli. 

Barai 
" 

456 .. .. " 
., Bhagwan 

bban. 
U de· 

" 
Landholder, Tiw ....... 

" 

457 " .. .. ,. Zingo Snkharam ... .. Landholder, 
Takli. 

Bar.• i .. 
0 ' • 

.. ~otiram Killlln• . Hiudn • Landholder, Money· 
. 

458 .. • .. .. n 
stng. lender & Merchant, . . Gbnaar • 

459 u -,.. " 
r--,. ~otneiug Dagadn· .. .. " -· ~tng. - --·--- --· . 

460 .. .. .. ,. Eknath Atmaram. Sonar. Goldsmith, Akola ... .. 
461 ·~ u .. ,. Prithwiraj ... Marwadi. Sawkar, Akola ... " 
• ., Dhondn M o r e- Maharastra &ore~ ltew Gia· 

462 .. .. .. .. 
ahwar Hiugwe. ,Brahmin. niug ., Akoc. 

463 .. .. ,, Jauardan Ahaji .. Secretary, N a t i " e • .. Mahajau, Cotton G. P. aud 8. . 
Co., Akola. 

. 464 .. .. , Viehwanath Sada- .. Pleader, Kbamgaon ·•· .. .. 
ahiY. . • 

465 , Gnlam Ahmad Mahome• Moneylellder, Mehkar. • .. .. .. 
"a lad Pyar dan. 

• 
. Mahamad • 

,66 ., Laxmidas Mahidu Marwadi. • Bauker and Merchant, .. .. .. .. Khamgaon • . 
., Bacbnlal GOYindlal Banker, Akola Hindn. ... .. 

,67 .. , . .. 
., JagannathJitmal. Marwadi • Banker and Merchant, .. 

468 .. .. .. Akola. 

., Mahamad A IIi Mahome- Merchant, Patnr ... .. 
&69 .. .. " dan. Saheb • ., 

. 
Mnnebi Nizamnd· ' .. " 

.. 
no .. .. .. 

din. 

-
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Names io full or Dele- Raoe, Reli1 
gates, with Honorary gion, Deno 

Titles,. Scholastic minstion 
Degrees, etc. and Caste • 

Occupation and ·1· 
Address. 

Bow and When 
Elected. 

Mr; Lalkhan Sonda Mahcme- Merchant,- Patur 
gar. -dan. 

; 

... At a public meeting 
held at Akola, 
on 19th December 
1897 •. 

, Lalkhan Rcshao
khan. 

.. 
Munshi Ahutabba , 

_Jagirdar. - - ~ 

Mr. Vithcba &;;;jil- Hindo. 
PatiL 

Landholder, l'atur ... 

.. 
Landholder, M aha- ---- ' 

gaoo, 

, Rashiuddin Jagir- Mahome- Jagirdar, Patur 
dar. dan,. . ----

N awab Mahamuddio 
Sahe~. 

Mr. Shaikh Ohhotu· 
bhai. . 

.. 

.. 

• .. 
Merchant and Land

holder, Pa.tur. 

, Kmhoaji Dinkar Maharaatra Landholder, Balapur • 
Deshpande, B.A. Brahmin. 

, Bhawani Sakha 
ram. 

.. 

"· 

"· 

.. 

.. 
" 

.. 
, BabnraoHaril\PL ,Kunbi, Landholltlet,.,-.,-B-c .. s.T .rs--n·r-= -.__.,_ _ 

~-:___---t--''--- -'- ~~kli. 
, Maruti S c a aji· 

PatiL ' 
. 

,. Parasharam Dar
yaji, 

, Ganu Ramji .. 
, Raoji Vi~ramji .. 

, Sadaahiv . Harbaji • 

... Gana Narayan ... 

.. Shivram Sakh• 
ram. 

, Atmaram L a x
manji. 

, Ganpat RamjiZoil • 

, Zango Sadashiv 
Patil. 

" Parasharam Vitho-ba. . 

.. .. 

.. .. 
... " . .. 
.. .. 
" .. 
.. 
.. .. 
.. .. 
.. " 

.. ' Landholder, Ohaugaon 

" Appaji Vyanka- Maharastra ~dhold~r cl Bankar .. 
tesh, Agent to Ba- Brahmin · 
buji Sakhuam. ' 

.. 

.. 
... 

.. 

.. 

.. 
" 

.. 
.. 
.. 
.. 
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Names i~ full Qf Dele· ~ace, Reli
gat~s, wtth Honorary gioo, Deno-

T•tles, Scbolastio mination 
Degrees, eta.__ and Caste. 

Occupation and 
Addre81. 

How and When 
Elected. 

!l93 Govern- Berar •. Akola. Mr. Savatram R a m·. Murwadi. Landholder ... 
prasad. 

... At a publio meetioa 
, held at A k o 1 a , 

on 19th December 
1897, 

495 

496 

497 

498 

499 

500 

501 

502 

503 

504 

505 

506 

507 

508 

meut or I 

India.' 

., I 

.. I 
I 

u , I 

\ 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. .. 

.. .. 
_.,,._ ~ _Ellich .. 

pur. 

.. 

I " 

I 
I .. 

) .. 

I .. . 
I 

I 
lu 

I 

·" I 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 
.. 

., Ramrao N agorao .. lllaharastra Laodholder cl MooeJ-
Brahmin. lender. " 

I . ,. Ramdhsn Brijraj~. Marwadi. Moneylender ... " 
,. Khnshalrao Nara- Maharastra 

· - · yamao .Pangarkar, Brahmin. 
B.A., LL.B. -

., Purushottam Bhag· 
wantrao Deshpan
de. -

., Vyankatrao Han· 
mantrao D e s b
mnkb. 

., Ganesh N agesh 
Sabaarabndhe. 

., Narayan Ram· 
cbandra Gadhikar .. 

., Narharrao Bhag
wantrao D e a h -
pan de, 

, Vittbal Poruahot
tam Ganurkar, 

., Ramrao Sadashiv 
Sadhn. 

,. Yeshwaotrao Nar
ayon Deshpande. 

.. 

" 

" 

" 

" 

" 

.. 

.. 

Pleader, District Court At a publio meeting 
a n d Landholder, held at Ellich~ur. on 
Ellichpur. 6th December 1897. 

Alao by the Beror 
Sanajaoika. Babba, 
on l~tb December 
1897. 

lnamd.r and Deshpan· 
de, Ellichpur. 

Jagirdar and Deoh· 
mukh, Ellichpur. 

District Court Pleader, 
Ellichpur, • 

Secn!lary, Civil Station 
M unioipality, a o d 
Diatrict CoortPiead· 
er, Ellichpur. 

lnamdar aod Deah
paude, Ellichpor. 

" 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 
Moneyleoder . a o d ,. 

Landholder, Darya-
pur. 

Landholder, Ellichpor , 
City. 

Moneylender 
Laodholder, 
aaon. 

an d At a public meetiog 
Anjan- b e I d at Ellichpur, 

o u 6th December 
1897. 

, Vasudeo Kriahoa Krishna- District Court Pleader, 
Daoge. pakshi. Ellichpur • " 

Pralhadrao Vittbal Mabarastra 
" Deahpande. Brabmio. 

, Baporao Mahadeo 
Pendse. 

, Gangedhar Nara· 
yan J agdale. 

.. 

.. 

Landholder 
Moneylender, 
i•ngaoo. 

and 
Au-

District Coort Pleader, 
Ellichpur . 

Pleader, Civil Court, 
Daryapor, 

.. 

• 

.. 
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• .. .. 
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Names in full or Dele- Race, Reli· 
gates, with Honorary giou, Deno-

Titlea, Scholastic mioation 
Degrees, etc. and Caste. 

Occupation an I 
Address. 

t 

··· How and When 
Elected. 

Ellich· Mr. Raiaram waiad Vi· Koobi. La n d h o 1 d e r and At a public meeting 
Moneylender, Tow- held at Ellichpur, 
ler, District Ellich· on 6th December 
pur. 1897, 

pur. thoba. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

, Hanmantrao Rani; Maratha. 
rao Deshm ukh. 

Landholder and 
Moneylender, Dar· 
yapur. 

, Balkrishna Rem· Maharastra Pleader, Civil Court, 
chaodra Oke. Brahmin. Daryapur. 

, Goviod Sonaji 
Deshmukh.. 

Maratha. Inamdar ,;ncr· Land
holder, Shivar. 

L.-- --·. 

-;; .- :Jt:mcllaodra Gam. 
laji. 

Kunbi.._ Landholder, Hingni 
· Govindgaon. - · 

.. 

.. 

.. 
.. 

.. 
• .. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 
' .. 

.. 

, Ganeshpnri Lax· 
manpnri Gosawi. 

Hindu 
Gosawi. 

Moneylender an d 
Landholder, Ka~da. 

., Vaman Balvant ••• Hindu, Landholder, Singna· 

, Zangoji w a I ad Kunbi. 
Shrawanji. 

, Bhagwama Rnk· Lad&. 
habss Sawkar, 

, Sakharam Mukaji 
Ranta.. 

Koobi, 

pur. 

Landholder, G a v a r
khed, 

Moneylender · a II d 
Landholder, Ellich
pur. 

Moneylender · a n d 
Landholder, Chao· 

• ·· · dur Bazar,---_- --

, Mahadeo walad 
Kondaji Patil. .. 

, Narayan La:rman Maharastra 
Gaoorkar. Brahmin. 

Land holder and 
Moneylender, Bhn· 

· ,gaon, 

Moneylender- · a n d 
Landholder, Darya· 
pur. 

, Mungilal Huknm· Agarwala. Merchant, Ellichpur 
chaod. Cantonment. 

, Deorao Nagorao... Koobi, Landholder, Kolha ... 

, Hariharrao Ma· Maharastra 
dhaorao D e s h • Brahmin. 
mukh, 

Jagirdar and Desh· 
mukh, Ellichpu r 
City. 

, Champalal Motilal Agarwala Merchant and Money- / 
Sawkar, ' · lender, Paratwada, 

, Santokiram Chant· 
mal. .. 

" Gopal A n n a j i Maharastra 
Saraf, , Brahmin. 

Moneylender a n d 
Landholder, Singna
pur. 

Money lender 
Landholder, 
wad a: 

and 
Parat· 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

" 

.. 
... 

" 

" 

.. 
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627 Govern- Berar. Ellicbpur. Mr. Shivnarayan Jaw- Agarwala. Moneylender and At a public meeting 
mentor harmal. Landhold,er, Wad· held at Ellichpur, on 

India. nergangat • 6th December 1697. 

62~ .. ---" . - .,l- &jaram Ramrao .. Kunbi. .. .. --- -
529 .. .. .. ., Bajirao Tukaramji. .. Landholderand 

" Moneylender, Kol· 
ha . 

530 - ., Ramohandra In· Agarwala. Landholderand .. .. .. .. 
draraj. Moneylender, Elli-

obpur. 

li31 .. .. .. ,. Haria! Ramsuk ... .. Moneylender a n d 
Landholder, Kokarda. 

.. 
532 .. .. .. " Cbunnilal Shivbu· KayMtha. Moneylender, Ellicb • .. 

kbarai. · pur City. 

533 .. .. .. ,. Balvant Rao ... Maharaatra Ellichpnr City ... .. 
< ' Brahmin. . 

53~ .. " .. ,. Ramdin Shaligram. Pardesi. Moneylender an~ .. 
Landholder, Cbend-
kapur. •· 

535 .. ., 'Chimanlal Golab· Mahesari. Moneylender and .. .. .. 
chand. Landholder, Wano· 

sa. 
• 
536 .. .. , Shnmrao Ganga- Kunbt Moneylender a n d .. .. Landholder, Talwel . 

' raiD. 

537 ,. Daolataing Nora- Raj put. Moneylender and .. .. .. •! Landh~lder, Darya· yansing. 
pur. 

.638 , Goviod Bitaram Hindu. B d i tor, " Prabhat."' .. .. .. .. 
Rabdt Ellichpur, 

539 , Shripad Bhaekar Maharaatra Moneylender and .. .. .. .. 
Damle. Brahmin, Landholder, Par at· 

wad a. 

540 Won, , Gopal Narayan .. Pleader, ljardar and At a pnblio meeting .. " Mnnici~alSecretary, held at Yeotmal, on 
BhJit. Yeotmo 5th December IK97, 

Alao by the Bcrar 
Sa.rvajanik& Sahha, 
on 12th December 
1897. 

., Ramchandra ;, Pleader, ljordar and At a pnbHc meet;ng 
641 

" " • Ganeah Mundie, Municipal Vi o e· held at Yeotmnl, on 
Chairman, Yootmal. 5th December I ~97. 

B.A., LL.B. By the Bombay Pre-
sideney AR11oeiation, 
on 13th December 
1897. AJ.o at a 
public meeting held 
at 8atara, on lOth . December 1897 . 

-·· ·- . 
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Names in full of Dele- Race, Reli
gates, with Honorary gion, Deno-

'l'itles, Scholastic ruination 
Occupation and . 

Address.' 
Degrees, etc. and Caste. 

Mr. Laxman Chinta- Mabarastra Pleader and Ijardar, 
man Bapat. Brahmin. YeotmaL 

;; "Ram cna~ara ~•· 
gunath Bapat. 

,. Balirarn Raghao 
Sastikar. 

, Sadashiv Moresh
war Deo . 

,; Yeshwant Deorao 
Deshmukh. 

,..JJ· 

" 

Wani. 

- l'IOJLder, ljardar;Mnni
cipal Commissioner 
and Member, Dis
triot Board, Yeotmal. 

Pleader, Landholder 
and Municipal Com
missioner, Yeotmal. 

-
Pleader and Ijardar, 

Yeotmal. 

Jagirdar and Ijardar 
Deshmukh, Parwa, 
Talnk Kelapur. 

~. 'V'yanl<atesh Koner Mabarastra 
Bhedi. Brahmin. 

Sawkar, Ijardar . and 

, Bhojanaik Ramo- Banjari. 
naik. 

Member, Distric 
Board, Won. 

Ijardar, Yawali Kare
gaoo, Taluk Yeotmal. 

, Krishnarao Gan
patrao Desbmnkh. 

W ani. Ijardar and Jagirdar, 
Parwa, 'l"aluk Kela-
pur. 

How and When 
Elected, 

At a . public .meeting 
held..at Yeotmal, on 
5th December 1891. 

... 

" 

" 

" 

" ,. 

" 

•• 

, Balvant Ramchan· Mabarastra 
dra Landge, Brahmin. 

ljardar and Land- . · · 
· holder, Yeotmal •. " 

., Kesliao · Rajaram Komati. 
• Komati. · 

' 
Ijardar and Sawkar, 

Borgaon, T a I u k 
Darwah. 

, Hari Vitthal Su- Mabarastra Ijardar Tlwa~ Taluk 
bhedar. Brahmin. Yeot~al.. 

, Sadaahiv Anandrao Maratha. · Member, District Board, 
Deshmukh. Yeo~m..J. · 

, S&mbhaohiv Krish- W ani. IjordiU' and Sawkar ... 
na Kale. ·· 

, . Ramrhaodra Go- Hindu Teli. Ijardar, Sonegaon, 
vind Rinkar. 'l'aluk Yeotmal 

, Bajirao Yesbwant- Maratha . 
rao Deshmukh. 

, Panduraug Gan
patrao Deshmukh. " 

Ijard~r and Land 
bo'der, Umri, Taluk 
Darwah. . 

" 
, RamcbandraRaja- Komati; ljardar, Darwah 

ram Komati, 

., ~apurao Sambha- W ani, 
.,.iv Desbmukh. ljardar, Kelapur ... 

" 

.. 
" 

" 

" 

.. 

.. • 

" 

.. 
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660 Govern• • Berar. 
mont of 

661 

562 

. 568 

564 

_,5_65 

567 

568 

569 

670 

571 

572 

573 

·57!l 

575 

576 

577 

578 

5'i9 

India. 

.. .. 

.. .. 

.. .. 

.. .. 

.. 

, .. 
-. 11 " 

.. 
.. " -----· ~ 

.. ___ ,_ 

.. " 
.. .. 
" " .. 

" " 

.. " 

.. " 

.. .. 

.--
W no. Mr. Narayan R a m u Banja.ri. 

Naik. 
Ijardar, Yeotmal ... At a publlo moatin~ 

hold al Ye >hual, on 
6th December lb~7. 

., - ,. Marnti Undraji ... Sonar. Sawkar, Watkhed, 
• Talu~ Yeotmal. 

.. 
.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 
Buldana. 

.. 

.. 

.. 
" .. 
.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 
,, 

,. T;;i;;ram Diwaji... Kunbi. 

,. Maruli Bajirao Hindu 
Jankar. Hatkar. 

, Anandrap Amrit· Maratba. 
rao. 

L•ndbolder and 
. Moneylender, Yeot

mal. - -

ljardar a n d Money· 
lender, Kopra, 'faluk 
Yeotmal. 

Ijardar and Member, 
Taluk Board, Yeot· 
maL 

· ,. Atmaram · Ganesh Maharaetra Trader, Yeotmal 
Mundie. Brahmin. 

.. 
,. Dadusing Bonaji - RajpuL 

Deobmukh. 

, Yeobwant Pando· Mabaraotra 
rang Desbpande. Brahmin. 

- -- 1--- --
n Vaman Yyan~ , 

tesb Joshi. 

ljardar and Member, 
District Board, W un. 

Landholder, Yeotmal. 

.. 
l'rielfthood, Malkapur .. 

n Haria& 
natbsa. 

Visbwa· Vaisbya. Moneylender, Maika· 
pur. 

., Viobnn Mabadeo Bonar. 
___ s~n~~ __ ~ 
, Hormnsji Palanjee. 

, Pestonji Manikji ... 

, -A. Dadabbai ... 

Pane e. 

•• 
.. 

.. Sitaram Marnti ••• Kunbi. 

... 
Merchant, Malkapur ... 

.. 

.. 
Moneylender an d 

Landholder, Dba· 
rangaon, 'l'aluk Mal· 
bpur. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 
At a public mooting 

held al Malkapur,on 
l~tbDeoombor 1897. .. 

.. 
.. 
.. 
.. 
.. 

, Shankar Anand· Mabaraslra Bawkar, Cbikhli 
rao Desbpande. Brahmin. 

... At a public meeting 
held at Bnldana. on 
28rd December 1897. 

., Visbnn Mahade< 
Deohpande. 

,. Shrikrishna Chim• 
naji Desbpande. 

, Annaji Ramchan 
dra Pimprikar. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

Landholder, Jlorakhe 
di, 'faluk Cbikbli. 

Pleader, Buldana 

n 

.. 
... 

.. 



... ... 
" 1 " " i!i.s a~ a e-"'"'; ..,e ·c; o• 8<5 z £ & 
-· 

~80 Govern· Berar. 
meot of 
India. 

681 .. 
682 .. " • 

683 
" .. 

584 .. " 
585 

" 
,, 

686 .. .. 
587 ... 

" 

588 .. .. 
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.. ,. 
~95 .. .. 

. 
Electoral 
Division. 

Buldana. 
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. 1 Names in full of Dele· Race, Reli 
gio~, ll~,no· gates, with Honorary 

Titles, Scholastic mmat1ou 
and Caste. Degrees, etc. 

Mr. Amrit• W a~ a n~M~arastra 
DalaL 

, Mahadeo Sakha 
ram Bapat, B, A,, 
LL. II. 

-, "VfsbnnMBslkrlsh 
nasa Sawaji, 

Brahmin. 

.. 
·--

Vaishya. 

Occupation and 
Address. 

Sawkar, Boldana 

Plelloder.· Buld~na 
-

Howaud When 
Elected. 

••• At a public me~ting 
· h e 1 d at Boldana, 

on 23rd December 
1897. 

... .. 
Banker and Land· At a public meeting 

holder, Malkapur. held atMalkapur, on 
.19th December 1897 • 

., Raoji · R a g h a o Mabarastra Pleader, Maika pur ... 
Tagde. Brahmin. •• 

n Hari 
. Pend~. 

Gop a! 

,. Gaoesh Waman 
Suman. 

,, Da111odar ij a .r i 
Rauade, 

, W a'sildeo Jlalaji 
Pimplikar, 

.. 

.. 
•• 

•i 

, . 

.. 
U-:o- --- ~ 

D.o. Also by the 
Berar Sarvajanika 
Sabba, on 12th De· 

. comber l.897 . 

.. ., Chi~Nath., )W.wadi._ Boulier and 
• __.-'mal, " -r;:- · . -·- bolder,· 

lJand- At a public meeting 
.held at . Malkopur, 

'·on :19th. December 
1897. 

.. 

llasim. 

"· 
.. 

.. 
.. 

., Gulam Ahmad. Maho111e·' 
kban Soudagar, dan, 

'- -- ~--.- . 

Landholder, Pimpal- Al; li · Gen'-;r-;I Oom
gaon Raja, 'Xaluk mittee's meeting of 

· .llalapur. - · .,.· ~ ·• the Berar Sarra. 
. · · janika Sabba, held 

- - --~ "" on 12th :Pecember 
-- ., ----~- -_-1897, ( 

, Govind Mo]laniraj Maharastra Plead~~· lJingoli· 
Raodeo, · Brahmin, - . ~ 

... At a public meeting 
·: held at· Basim, on 

l9thDecember 1897. ,. 
,; Yeshwant Vaman 

Dighe: · 

., Shesbarao Ragb~-
. nath. · 

, Vyankatesh Bal
krishna Deshpan-
d . v . . 

' ~· 
,. Viooyak Yisbnu 

· Gokha!e. ' 

.. Bnlkrisho~ J\amji 
Ghisad, " · · · 

.. 

., 

" 
.. 
.. 

-'• . (: 

Pleader and Member, ·-
J?istrict BQard, Ba, . "-- " "•· 
mm, 1 _ .• ...-;;:--

Pleader, Baaim 

',., " ,, 

,, 
"· 

~ooeylender1 .Jlasim, . . .. 

• 
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Oooupation and 
Addr...._ 

How an<i When 
Elected. 

.. -- -

Basim.. Mr. Chimanrao 
hal< Pan4 

Trim- Mahamatra Landholder, R i 1 o d, At a puhlio moetilljl 
Brlthmin. Taluk Basim. bold at B a a i m 1 

on 19th December 
H97, 

.. . ., Beharilal Haribba- Marwadi. Banker, Riaod, Taluk 
gat. Baaim. • " 

" 
Raja Kashirao Shan- Mabarastra Jagirdar, Basim 

karrao. Brahmin. " 
Nagpnr, Nagpur. La I a Bhagiratha · Hindu 

Prasad, B.A.. Kalar, 
ltwari Darw~a, 

pur. 
Nag- At a public mooting 

· held at N agpnr, on 
lith Decelllber!Hn, 
Alao at a pulolic 
meeting held at lli
laspur, on ttb De· 
camber 1897. 

" .. 

" .. 

.. .. 
... .. 
!' .. 

" .. 

.. .. 

.. .. 

.. .. 

.. " 

Mr. Chintaman Har 
Mara the. 

Vedic 
Brahmin. 

Agent to Gopalroo 
Buti, Nagpnr. 

, W aman Gopal .ro- ldal•ara~tra 
shi, B.A. Brahman. 

Editor, •• DeabMenk," 
· and Head MaRter, 

s i tabu ld i High 
School, N agpur. 

, Keehao G opal 
· . Tamh'l', 11 • .0.. 

Iiao Saheb Balvantrao 
Mahajan. 

Rao Saheb Keehao 
Sbivaram Bbawal
kar. 

Mr. Sadashiv Vishnu 
Paranspe, B.A. 

• 
., Mabadeo KrishDI 

Padlu'e. B.A., B.L. 

, H a ! i Mahadeo 
Pandat. 

,. N arayau BaUal 
. (,"biplunkar • 

" 

.. 

" 

.. 

,, 

.. 

" 

KeehaD V'wayak •., 
~~ Joahi, B.£. 

Principal and ProfBB
sor, M orria CQUage, 
Nagpnr. 

Pleader, Nagpur ••• 

PensioaedExtra Aasiat
ant Commiuioner, 
Sitabuld~ Nagpur. 

Teacher, . Sitaboldi 
Aided School, Nag
pur. • 

Pleader and Editor, 
"DeahaaeYa.k.' 
Nagpur. 

Editor " Vividha· 
' • u d dnyanavaatara an 

Deputy Manager, 
Bhonola Estate, 
Nagpur. 

Landholder and 
Banker, care or 
H. M. Pandit, Esq., 

__ f.- Nagpnr. 

Head M aoter, " Neill 
CitJ Schoo~" Nag-
pur. 

/ 

• 

At a public meotiug 
held at N agpur, 
on 11th DecOIOUet 
1897. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

" 

.. 

" 

.. 
/ 

.. 
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Names in full of Dele- Race, Reli
Eiectoral gates, with Honorary gion, De11o-
Diviaion. ~ ~ Title•, Scholastic ruination 

~ ---- ~ Degrees, etc. and Caste. 

610 Central Nagpur. NaiPur. Mr. Amrit Laxman Maha!aslra 
, Provin- Dighe, ll A., B.L. Brahmin. 

cea, 

' 
611 .. .. 

612 .. .. 

613 .. .. 
sa .. .. 
615 .. I' 

616 .. .. 
617 .... -~----

618 .. .. 
619 .. .. 
620 .. ... 

621 .. .. 

622 .. .. 

623 .. .. 
624 ... .. 
' 

' 
625 

~'\ 
.. 

626 

~-627 .. ~~ 
\ 

,, 

.. 

.. 

.. 
.. 
... 

., Ganesh W asudec · 
Sane. 

,. Laxmau Dajiba 
Gadre, B.A., L.lll. 
& s • 

., Vishnu Mahadeo 
Jakatdar, .B.A. 

Mrs. Tulsabai Bhishma 

Mr. Raoji Kashinath 
Gokhale. 

.. 

" 

" 

.. 

.. 
Raja Naolojirao Saheh Maratha. 

Gujar, 
1 

r-~-.. ~· ' 

-·Mr. BapliraoD ad~, Maharastra 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

Wardba. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

III.A. -Brahmin. 

., Govind Megha-
sham Badkas. 

., Rajaram Sitaram 
Dixit. 

... 
.. 

., Priyaa•h Muko- Bengali 
padhyaya, H.A. Brahmin. 

., Gbanasham Lax Maharastra 
man l:euskar, B.A. Brahmin. 

.. Hari W aman Kel-
kar, B.A., LL.B. 

.. ~ 

-· 

., Damodar Ni!kanth 
Khare, B.A. LL.B. " 

, Keshaorao 
deo Kawale. 

Maha.- .. 
-, Purushottam Vi-

thai Gole. .. 
·., Pnrushottnm Ga 

nesh Parauspe. • -~~ 

, Narayan 
Kawale. 

Keshao .. 
.. 

-

Occupation and 
Address. ' 

How and When 
Elected. 

Pleader, Nngpur-:o · .... At· ·• public meeting 
held at N agpur, 

~ on 11th December 
-,.....,_ 1897 •• 

Contractor, G. I. P. R., 
and Cloth Merchant, 
Jubbulpore. 

Medical Practitioner, 
Nagpur. 

Teacher, " H i s I o p 
College," N agpur; 

Nngpur 

Pleader, N agpur 

Rais and. Landholder, 
Nagpur. 

. 

Pleader, lll' agpur ... 
- . 

i• 

.. 

.. 

.. 
.. 
.. ~ 

" 
, __ .... _____ -; 

u· Contractor, Sitabuldi 
. -Nagy~··: ~~ -~ f'--<-" 

Profeesor, "Morris Col- Do. ·Also sf a pul>!il>--~ 
lege," N agpur. meeting held at N a-

Landholder and Mal-
guzar, Nagpur. 

.. -
~ ~ 

Pleader, W ardha _ ~ ... 
. 

.. 

.. 
Pleader, Arwi ... · ... 
Pleader, W ardha ... 
Laudhol~e:, ·w;.roha ... 

'-.. • -

dia Krisbnagar, on 
· · 7th December 1897. 

At a public meeting 
held at N a g p u r, 
on 11th. December 
!897. 

At ·a public meeting 
~ held at W a r d h a, 

on 24th December 
1897. 

.. 

.. 
- .. . 

.. 

.. 

• 
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628 Central Nagpur. 
Provin-

cas. 

629 .. . .. 
-. ----
630 .. .. .. 
631 .. .. 
682 .. .. 
633 _.,._ -· .. . 

·- --- -"1i 34. .. .. --

635 .. .. 
. . 

. 636' . " " 

637 .. " 

638 .. " 

639 " " 

640 " " 

641 .. " 

6'2 .. 
6!3 .. .. 

6U " " 

xxxvii 

Names in full of Dele- Race, Reli· 
Electoral gates, with Honorary 
~ivisioo. 

gio~, ~eno-
Tttles, Scholastic mlD&t\OD 

Degr!l"•• eto. and Caste. . 

Wardha. Mr. Vinayak Madhao· Maharastra 
rao Deshmukh. Brahmin. 

.. , Daji Jairam Pan-
de, B.A., D.L. 

.. 
. 

Ashti , Raghunath K e • 
wistrict 

.. 
shoo Deshpande. 

ardha.) 

•• ,. Kashinath Keshao 
Deshpaade • 

.. 
. .. ., Murhari Ambadas 

Deahpande. 
.. 

.. -· 
_ _..,_ Laxman 

Atre, B.A. 
Rajaram .. 

r· """:- . ,.. Ambadas Atma· 
. _ ram Deahpande. 

.. 
·-

,. Raoji · Narayan .. .. . Rajakarane. 

... -
, Gopal Hiralal 

Chhatarpure. 
Chhatar• 

pnre Bania. . 
Chanda. , Bali ram Narayan Maharaatra 

Desbmukh, • u.A., BrahmiD. 
D.JJ: 

" 
, Banailal Ganpat· Hindn 

lal. Khatri. 

.. , Ramcbandra Ra· 
ghunatb Bobde. 

Mabarastra 
Brahmin. 

" 
, Krishoarao Atma· " ram Deahpande. 

Raja Pandit Bhagwandatta Brahmi11. 
Nand· Berotia. 
gaon. 

" 
.. Pandit Bidb~ta Praaad 

Sharma. 

Saugor. Pandit Bhawani Shan· Kankobj 
kar. Brahmin. 

Katol Mr. Nagorao Mankar... Kanbi. 
'l'absiL 

Occusation and 
A dress. 

Malguzar and Banker, 
Wardha, 

Pleader and VioeJire 
sident, Municip ity, 
Wardha. 

Landholder, Banker 
and Malgutar, Ash· 
ti. 

Malgntar, Aahti ... 
MalguzarandJamsdar, 

· Aabti. 

MalgnZAr and Land· 
bolder, Aohti. 

Member, Local Boord, 
Arvi ; M!dgutar and 
Banker, Asbti. . 

Malguaar, Ashti . .. 
Malgnzar, Bawkar 

Bunker. Aabti. 
and 

Pleader and Land· 
holder, Chanda. 

Landholder and The· 
kedar, Chanda. 

Pleader, Landholder 
and 8ecretsry, Muni· 
cipality, Chaada. 

Landholder, Malguza 
and Watandar, 
Mocl, Chanda, 

Manager, 11 Ba1aram 
PreBI," R Bj Nand~ 
gaon, Diotrict Rai· 
par .. 

Mercbnt, Raj Nand
ga.on. 

How and When 
Eleoten. 

. 
At a public meetiug 

held st W a r d h a, 
on 2Uh December 
1897. 

" . 

At a pub!io meotiog 
hold at Ashti, on 
Ust December 1997. 

" 

" 

.. 

.. 
• 
" 

" 
At a public meeting 

hold at Chanda, ou 
18th December 1~97. 

" 

" 

" 

At a public m•eti11g 
held at Raj 1' and· gaon, on 6th Decem· 
or 1~97. 

" 

Zamindar and Mer· At a public meeting 
chant, Saugor. held at Baugor, on 

5th December 1897. 

Ma~zar, Paradainga, At a public meeting or 
Dl5trict Nagpur. the Katol Loka 

Babba, held on 2ht 
l>ecembcr 1897, 
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6,5 Central 

Provin· 
Nagpur. Katol · 

Tahsil. 
ces. 

. 

U6 .. .. Khan-
dwa. 

U7 .. " Betnl. 

us 
" .. " 

• 
649 Panjaub. Lahore,:' Lahore. 

' • 
' 

I 
650 N. W.p. Lucknow. Luck-

' an.,! 
Oudb, 

now. 

651 
" " -.. 

652 
" " " 

xxxviii ' 
I • . 

Names in full of Dele- Race, Reiijr ~. 
gates, with Hono~ary gio!'> D_euo O<:eupation and 

Titles Scholastic mmation Address. . 
· De,irees, etc. and Caste. . , • 

-.. . 
- How and When 

Elected. 

' Mr. Manik 
Mankar. 

N ,.\gorao Kunbi. 
I 

r: 
--- .•\ .. 

· M~lguzar, Paradsinga, 
Di•trict N agpur. 

' 

'· 

Af a public. meeting 
· of the Katol Loka 

Sabba, held on 21st 
December 1897. 

. Also at a public 
meeting held . at 

~Amraoti, · on 19th 
December 1897. 

.. , Moti B$81, B.'A ••• Wani. Lire Me,;,ber of the At a public me~ting 
Deccan Education h e I d at Khandwa, 
Society and •reacher, on- 24th December 

\~- ;-. 
'' . 

• New English SQhool, -18.97. . 
1- Poona. \ 

, Ramcbandra Ba
narjee. • 

:Bengali Landholder, Betu.l -. •• At ~ public meetin~t 
Brahmin. neld at Betul, on 19th 
·- December 1897. 

-;;· lihiinr8j · · Chau
dhari. 

Marwadi. 
Ba11ia. 

".).•.. . . 
Bakshi J aisi Ram .••••• Punjabi 

Hindu
Mabajan 

· ~akshi. 

Munsloi Gang&. Prasad 
•. -Varma. · 

Khatri.. 

P~ndit Sham Narayan. Brabmln. _ 

t; ., ... 

Pandit Bishan Na- . 
rayan Dar: 

JJ ''i ~ 
' .•. ,. 

T~er~kljiiar, ~- . :- .,-; 
·· Badnur, Z i ll a h · _ : _,.. . ___-- ~-

Btttnl, ... /-_ · .'---\,:: , . ~ · ·--: 
. . _.--_.---{ . \ I r -·-.... -• 

Plead~ef Court l: • ·a "'Jblic meeting 
-Punjaub,. Anarkali Ii 1t 1 d · at Lahore, 
•. Street, Lahore. on 12th December 

:- \1897. 

Prdprietor, " The Ad. At a public meeting of 
-.vocate" ana Muni' ·-the ~fah-i-Am., As-
cipjl\ Commissioner, sociation, held on 
Lu?know. · _, 20th llecember 1897. 

Zamindar and Mnni-' 
cipal Commissioner, 
Luckn~w. .. 

L~w~le~torer a n d 
_ ~ u.~cipal Commis- , 
e1on~r, Luc4now._ +. 

' t u 

I 

653 N. W. P. Allaha- Allaba• 
• ··- .I- . . ! 

P a n d i t Balkrishna 
Bhatta. 

Professor, Sanskrit At a public meeting 

654 .. 

0 

655 
" 

. 
656 .. 
657 

" . 

bad. bad. " Kayastba Patha- of t~ :Kayastba 

" 

" 

" 

" 

.. 

.. 

" 

• 

Pandit Madan Mohan 
Mala.viya, JI.A., LL:B. 

Pandit Deokinandan 
'liwari, 

Pandit Laxmi Na
rayan. 

.. 
' 

.. 

.. 

shala, Allahabad. • Pathasbala, held on 
- · 11th December 1897. 

Hi&h Court Pleader • 
.and Se.cret~ry,Stand
ing Cpngreas Com- ' 
mittee, ·Allahabad. 

• 

.. 

E cti t' or·,\" Natya- ·At 11 publio ,meeting 
Patra," AIIRhabad, : held on 18th Decem• 

· · . ber 1897, 

Trader, ·Allahabad ... .. 
Aligar~. Bahu Laxmi Narayan,· Kayastha. Pleader, Aligarh 

ll,,&. 
... At a public meeting, 

h e I d at .Aiigarh, 
on 20th Deoe111ber 
1897. 
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. 

659 
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N. W. P. Allah~
, bad. 

Electoral 
Division. 

xxxix 

Names in full of Dela- Race, Reli
gates, with HoriOrary gioo, Dcno .. 

Titlea, Scholastic mination 
Degreee, -eto. and Caate . 

Gorokh· jllr. A. Nundy 
pur • 

••• Christian. 

.. Benares. Ben area. Babll J ugul Kisbore • ., Hindu 
Khatri. 

660 BengaL Calcutta. Northern 
llletropo

litan · 
Electoral 
Division. 

Mr. W. C. Bonnerjee.. Bengali 
Brahmin. 

661 .. I .. 
- -----

J2 .. .. 
-- . .. 

- 663 .. .. 
~ -
~ 

---------
- 66!l .... .. 

.. 
• 66lj -., ,. 

37 

.. Babu Buresh Ohamtm -Htu~u 
Samajpati, Brahmin. 

--1----1----'"c _________ . 

... Dr. Nilaratan Sarcar, Brahmo. 
M.A., M.D. 

.. Babn Bhupendra Natb Hindu 
Basu., M.A., B.L. Kayastba. 

-- - -- - --- -.-

-------------.British Mr. J. Ghosal ... -Hiudn 
Indian Bengali -

Asaocia- Brahmin. 
tion. . 

Calcutta. 'J'he Hon'ble Babu ., 
Surendra N ach .Ba
nerjea. 

Occupation and 
Addroae. 

How and When 
Elected. 

Barrioter-at.law, 
rakhpur. 

Go- At a puhlio merting 
hold at Oornkhp11r, 
on 21ot December 
I 897. Al•o by the 
Indian A88ocift.tinn, 
Cnlouttn, on 20th 
November 1897. 

Zamindar and Banker, 
Benaree. 

Barrister-at-law and 
Advocate, H 'i g b 
Court, Calcutta. 

J'oanraHd, --- X.litor, 
" Sahitya, '' 60, 
Huny Ghoee's 
Street, Calcutta. 

Medical Practitioner 
and Fellow, Calcutta 
Univenity, 61, Har
rloonRoad, Calcutta . 

Attorney-at-law, Fel
low, Caloutta Uni· 
varsity and Munici
pal Commi~ioner, 
14, B&laram Ghose'o 
Bt..,.t. C&lcutto. 

Zamindar, Hoonrary 
l'reaidency Mllj(i!
trate aod Munic1pal 
Oommi1sioner, Cal
cotta, Ser.retary, 
Government Bethune 
Female College, 23, 

-· B.ligdna:e, Circula 
Road, Calcutta. 

Member, Legiolative 
Council ; •Profcuor, 
R i p o n College · 
Honorary Magis
trate, Municipal 
Commi~~t~ioner,Chn.ir
man, N o r t h Bar
rakporA Munici]J&
lity, Editor, " '.l'be 
Beow,lee," an d 
Secretary, Indian 

At a public meeting 
held nt Bonnrc•. nn 
~th December Jij97. 

At a meeting of the 
Committee of the 
Northern Mal ropoli• 
tan Eloctornl Divi· 
sian, held on 2:1rd 
December 1~97. • 

" 

Do. Aloo by the 
lnrlian Auociation, 
Calcutta, on 2111h 
November 1897. 
AlJo by the people 
of Diamond liar· 

hour. 
At a meeting or 1ha 

Northern M. F.lec· 
tora1 Division, held 
on lard Decernber 

-1897. 

At a meetin~r or tho 
British Indian A•· 
sooiation, held oa 
18th D a o e m be r 
1897 ; at a meeting 
or the Jlrogresotive 
Union, held on 171h 
JJeoomber 1897 ; 
and also at s mret
ing or tho Chan•ler· 
DAgore As"ociation, 
held on I 9th Decem
ber 1897. 

At a meeting of the 
Calcutta Progrilll· 
llive Union, held on 
17th Dec e m be r 
1897. 

AMOc=ation, 33, 
Necgipukar, E a 1 i / 
La n a , Taltollah, 
Calcutta. - · 

/ 

I 
/ 

' 
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JN ames in full of· Dele• Race, Reli- .. ·. · · : > · . "-·· I ' · . 
Electoral gates, with Honorary gion; Dliiw ~< .. Occupation and' . '4Iow An if Whim 
DivisioiL . 'fitles,.Scholastill. ruination 1 ·' . _Address;."·. ..'-. Elecfied. · 

Degrees,,ete, .·a~dCaste.-"~1 ·"·~c .. c . .,......, •.• :_:...:·;-··j , 

'· 
665 Bengal. Calcutta. Calontt&. Dr. Mobini · Mohan lli&bmo. 

". ··:r-:-r···. ---:-"'-~~··J·-. - ~ 
PJiysi<iiati' and". Sur~ .A:t'&m,eting of the 
-· geoo, Honorary Ma- : · Indian· Association, 

gietrate and Zsm~n- ~he I d !on"20th' No• 
dar,. 64J2,i R I! J a I vember,J_Slt'l; , 

' 

6G7 .. )J_ :~ " 

'' ' 

6GB ... ... ~ 
•. • ·:...- i 

Bose, M.D., :L.B o.P. l '·
(Edin.) ·1 ' 

,_ . :Oazar, 1Hamaon ·· , 
Road ·p:o., Cal" · ~:' •; 
cutta..··--. ·~ ':.--•_..:"-_ . ., 

'Mr.· Ja.tin.dra Mohan 
Bose. -

. i ~-- l 

B~ogali Man~racturlng Per· • . , · ( ~-. 
BrahmiiL . fumer, • 61,''~ Bow · · -.~..._ . .,. •. -·.- · 

; B~ Street, ·Cal· • _ . _ ·· J : 
. cotta: . . , .. --• ·- • 

., . 

.. ;, Prithwis Chandra !'Jindu Zamiodarand.Atith!ir, Do:-ns o 'by the 
Roy. Kit.yastba 85/2, Beaden atreet, N, MJE. Division; 

. - ...,..Calcutta. . . on 2:Jrd ''December 

.• 

·1897;~ Also at ~ 
- = . t-,~~ ~. - <., 1 pub]id\,meeting held 
· - ·--,, __ .. , atFa1'i~pur,Jlll20th 

~ •
9
v•"".I.IJ ber _ 1897;-: 

. J. __ -~ . ..:....--F--· 
_-. :. 
, 

r: : ' 
' ' · ;. :A.I~the.Oaloutta 

• ~- •. ·• ~ .- , . !!tan ~ CJ>ngressc 

669 .. . n 

I 
i' 
I U· 

l '. _. . ..._ . ; Commtttee. . . ... 

·. ;, J. Chaudhari, ll..l.. Bengali . Ba~ster~at-;~~.: · · .. 8, ~t a mJ~tin~ ~£ · ~ha 

" 

B~abmiiL ·. Hastings 8 tr e e t, 1 Calco~a Progressive 
Calcutta. i · : Unioni held ou 17th 

• - I : Decsoibsr · .. 1897 .• · ·,- · , i Also bY. the. Pabna ' 

I 
670 - ··~·~+~-:--" " Babu Hirendra .N atb 

Dutt.. , 
·Bengali 
K 

• . . , _pe•11.!.er· .. , 

Attorney-at-)- _n.t I zeo~tive train-
.- .,.. 1 mittel! 'lneetiiig -of 

l the Indian .ReJier-. 
' Society, held on 171h 

.. 
671 ,. 

Gi2 -"- u 

--~1--. 

678. " 

674 .. 

675 " 

" 

.. ---~ 

... 
~ . ' 

... ------
" " 

Murshi· Berham-
dabad. pur. 

__ -~----'----L-----' ·tee-.·-:---- 1 -
_ . : December 1897~' · · 

Babu Amrit Krlshna 
; Mullick, B.&.~ B.L. 

Pleader, Caloutta . '••• 
. ·' 

. .. ,, 
_,~ 

Babu Moti Lal ;Ghose.. 1'-\. Editor, " Amrit Basar ,_ ~·' _____. 
----='~=+"-~'-... n •• ..:L n "·I tta ~ - . • - ' -.....r:--+AW"'"~·"" cu . - - ·:-

B~mo. Editor, "sru:jiv~:oi,'' .M a m~. mng' or th.e 
. ' 

Mr. Krishna, 'Kumar 
Mitra, B,.,...-, 

----~--

I .. ~ , 

Bibu ' Boikunt: Natll 
Sen, .II.A.;B.L. 

' 
' ' 

6, College· Square, Indian! .Association, 
' Calcutta. : held l>n• 20th No-
1 vember 1897.... "'--

Hindu· 
Vaidya. 

... , .. 
Vakil, Zsminda; aiiCi At ·a ~publio m;;etihg, 

Ho11orary ·Magis- held. <>n 29th· No 
trate, Berhampur, vembsr 1897. :Also 

' at a meeting or the 
M urshidabad Asso

. ciatioo, h e I d on 
18th D e o e m b e r 
1891. •. 

,. ,. Babu Hemendra Nath 
1 
.• \. 

, )., . Sen, B.A.;B.L. • I 
Pleader and Zamindar, 

Berhampur •. ·" I 

• .,. Babu Baidya N ath Hlndu 
'I- Sn~r. Kay~tha. 

Ccntrector, 
pur. 

B~rbam-. 

' . '- "-~ .. 
. . ; 
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Bengal. 

678 ... 

679 .. 

~---....----
680 " 

681 .. 

G82 .. 

683 . .. . 
. 

684 ... -~ 

685 .. -

·--

... 

687 .. 

xli 

.;, . .. -lll • 
f ~ Electoral 
..,~ n· .. 

Names in fnll ot Dele- Race, Reli
gateo, with H01idrary gion, Den~>· 

i'itles, Scholastic mination 
Occupation aud 

.Address. 
How and When 

Elooted, $:::: ;..-::: lVlSIOD. 
o~~ o. 

Raj-
' shahy. 
i 

1larisal 

' ~ ·, .-
Calcutta 

l 
Bhngal-

p~r.. ., 
" 

... 
. 

Calcutta. 

~ ... 
--:- : 

' 

.. 

.. 

Degrees, etc. and Caste. 

Rampur- Babu Jatindra Mohan 
Beau· Bagchi, liLA., B.L. 

Bengali Pleader, Rajshahy 
Brahmin. 

... At a public meeting of 
the llojshohy Aaso
ciation, h e l d ou 
lOth De o am b a r 
1897. 

leah 

----~ 

Backer~ Mr. N~lini llhushan Brahmo. Barrister-at.-law, 
ganj._:_ _ Gupta,__ _ ckerganj. 

Ba- At a publio meeting 
held on 12th De· 
<ember 1897, 

Barna- Babu Nilaran Chandra Bengali Journalist, Bernagore .. 
gora Chatterjee. Brahmio. 

Bhngal· Paiidit Monindra Ki-
por. ahore Jha. 

.. 

.. 
. 

Nadia-
krishua-

gar, 

Burdwan, 
Kaloa. 

Bnrdwan, 
Hoogli. 

Babu Anant Praaad 
Man dar. 

Babu Uaoh Beharilal 
Mandar. 

Babn Hariprasad Chat.-
terjee. 

-M~. Kaviraj Upendra 
Nath Seo. 

Pandit Kaliprosarllla 
Kavyavisharad. 

" 

. 
Hindu 
Gope. 

.. 

Bengali 
Brabmio. 

' 
Benqali 
Vaidya. 
-

Bengali 
Brahmio. 

Sylhet. Babu Bipin Chandra Brahmo. 
Pal 

-
P r i Y •• te Tutorand 

Landholder. 

Zamindar ... .. . 
Zamiodar, Honorary 

Magistrate a n d 
Member, L o o a I 
Board. 

Pleader and Honorary 
Magistrate, Nadia
kriohnagar. 

Medical Practitioner ... 

Editor, " Hitnba.di,'' 
33b Balarsm llo .. 'a 
G a t Road, llho· 
waoipore. 

Preacher and Journal
ist, Sylhet. 

At a public meeting 
held at Bernogore, 
on 12th December 
1897. 

M a pnblio meeting 
held at Moorho, on 
19th Dec am bOA 
lti97, 

.. 
" 

At a publio meeting 
held oo 7th Decem· 
ber 1897, 

At a meeting or the 
Brauch Indian 
Auocialion, held on 
loth Docember 1897, 

Do. Aloo at a 
meeting or tl1e Pro
grenive Union, held 
oo 171h December 
1897. Aloo at o 
meetiug or the Bri· 
ti1h Chandernagnre 
.AMociation, held on 
19th December 1897. 

At a public meeting 
held on 24th De
cewber 1897. 

Faridpur. Faridpur. Babn Ambica Charan Bengali 
Mnznmdar, JLA.,B.L. Vaidya. 

Pleader, Zamiodar, 
Honorary M ngiatr.te, 
and Chairman, Mu
nicipality, Paridpur. 

At a public meeting 
held at Faridpur, on 
20th November 
1897. Al110 by the 
Dar.ea Monik1esh 
Hita-Sadhini Sabha, 
oo 28th November 
1897. And oleo by 
tho Erecutive Com
mittee or the Parid-

·., . pur SorhidMva, Oil 
20th December 1897, 
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