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PREFACE.

This book has been prepared in comi:liance with the directions of the
All India Congress Committee, This committee decided at Cocanada,
immediately after the Congress, that all resolutions of the Congress, the
All India Congress Committee and the Working Commitiee, together with I
a’ statement of accounts, should be printed yearly with the annual report.
It was further decided that all the resolutions of the Congress, the All
India Committee and the Working Committee, from the Calculta Special
Session in 1920 (o the Cocanada Session In December 1923, be published -
in convenient form,

This book thus deals with the period beginning with the adoption of the
policy- of non-co-operation by the Calcutta Special Session to the end of 1923.
To make the record complete the resolutions of the All India Congress
Commitrtee, which met at Benares on May joth and 3ist' 1920, dealing with
the Khilafat question and the Punjab enquiry ahd summoning a ¥pecial
Session of the Congress to consider the adoption - "of non-co-operation, are
also given. ¥

The detailed audited accounts of the Tilak Swaraj Fand for the past three
years have been published annually in- book form. +Tt is not possible to
incorporate them in this book withaut disproportionately increasing its
size. Only Drief statements of accounts are therefore given.

Care has been taken to avoid errors but many mn:.takes must have
crept in in spite of every effort. One such mistake, small in itself but liable
to mislead greatly, 1 should like to point out here. On page 76 the
amount of Tilak Swaraj Fund collections shown opposite the Untted Pro-
vinces is Rs. 41,10,304. This should be Rs. 4,10,304.

The main burden of seeing this book through the press has falivn on
my colleague, Syt. Raghupati Sahai, the Under-Secretary of the All India
Congress Committee.

JAWAHARLAL NEHRU

ALLAHABAD: . General Secretary,
25tk November 1924. A L CC



< Resolutions relating to the Punjab Enquivy, the' Turkish
situation and the summoning of a special session of the Cong-
' yess to consider the adoption of non-cooperation, passed by’ the
All Idia Congress Commiitlee al Benaves on 301.'7: cmd 3I.rt
May 1920 :— ' .
3. That, having carefully considered the report of the' Com-
missioners appeinted by the Punjab F'nqmry Sub. Commlttce, the'
Hunte¥ Committee’s report as well as the despatches of the Govern-

ment of India and the Secretary of State thercon, the All lnd:a '
Congress Committee resolves :—

{a) that the thanks of the Committee be conveyed to” the mem-
bers of the Punjab Enquiry Sub-Committee and the Commlss:oners
appointed ° by them for the great indusiry and ]udiclal care with
which they have collected the evidence and ' written” their report -
which is supported nof only by the evidence ‘recorded by them but
also by the. evidence given before the Hunter Commntee, and

expresses its concurrence with the findings of fact arrived at by the
said commissioners *

{t) thata petition be- presented to Parliament on the sub]ect
of the Punjab tragedy and that Parliament be requested to take
immediate steps to institute proceedings, by way of impeachment
or otherwise, to bring Sic Michael O'Dwyer to justice in respect of -
his oppressive regime in the, Punjab and especially of his respon-
sibility in connection with the events of 1919 in the Pun]ab

(c) that the British Congress Commiltee and the Congress
" Delegation in England be authorised and requested to take immediate
" action to move the British Parliament and the British public with a
* view to secure full justice in the matter.

» (d) that Parliament be requested to take "such sleps as are
necessaty to place . General Dyer, Col.. Johnton, Col. O'Brien
snd Mr. Bosworth Smith belore His Majesty's Court of Justice in
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Great Britain for the cruelhes committed by them in April and May,
1919, in Amritsar, Gujranwala, Kasur and other places in the.
Punjab.

And urges:— : : :

(¢) that the Rowlatt Act should be repealed,

() that Rai Sahib Sri Ram Sud and Malik Sahib Khan be
dismissed and prosecuted.

(9) that a local enquiry be instituted into the corrupt practices
of minor officials whose names have been mentioned in the statements
published in the Congress Commission’s report and that they should
be dismissed and prosecuted, where sufficient evidence is available,

(/1) that His Excellency the Viceroy be .recalled.

(i) that the fines collected from the people who were convicted
by the spectal tribunals and Summary Courts be refunded and all
indemnities imposed on the cities affected be remitted, that wherever
the same have been collected they should be refunded and that
compensation be awarded to those who have suftered in the distur-
bances or whose relations have fallen victims and have themselves

been left unprovided for.
(/) thata Sub-Committec consisting of the following gentlemen
he appointed to draft the petition to Parliament :—

The Hon’ble Pt. Motilal Nehru.

The Hon'ble Pt. M. M. Malaviya.

Mr. M. K. Gandbr.

Lala Lajpat Rai.

Mr. C. R. Das.

Mr. M. R. Jayakar.

The Hon'ble Pt. Gokaran Nath Misra (convener),

4. That the All India Congress Committee records its indignant
protest against the general policy and attitude of the Secretary of
State for India on the Punjab affairs as disclosed in his despaich on
the Hunter Committee’s rcport and against the action of His
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Majesty's Government in accepting the principal recommendations of
the majority of the Hunter Committee and in. disposing of the grave
and vital issues involved in the Punjab tragedy, affecting the conduct
of their responsible agents, without giving an opportunity for public
criticism or debate in the Houses of Parliament on the gross outrages
commllted on His Majesty's sub]ects in India.

5. That the All India Congress Committee desires to place on
record its profound disappointment and dissatisfaction. with the report
of the majority of the Hunter Committee on the events of last year
in the Punjab and elsewhere and its complete dissent from thelr
prmc'lpal findings and recommendations.

6. That the All India Congress Committee records its opinion
that the inquiry conducted by the Hunter Gommittee was incomplete,
one-sided and unsatisfactory by reason of the refusal to grant the
necessary facilitics asked for by the Congress Sub-Committee to enable
it to tender evidence, thereby shutting out important evidence and
specially that of the very leaders of the Punjab whose acts, among
other things, the Committee was called upon to investigate.

7. That the All India Congress Committee deplores that the
report of the majority of the Hunter Committee should be tainted
with racial bias and a desire lo overlook and justify the manifest and
proved grave acts of commission and omission of the Government
of India and the Punjab Covernment and the many acts of inhumanity
perpetrated by officers appointed during the Martial Law regime
and that it should thus accentuate the tendency to count Indian life
and honour as of little consequence.

8. That the All India Congress Committee unhesltatmgly rejects
the conclusion of the majority that the Punjab was in a state of
“np.en rcbellion and accepts the conslusions of the minority and the
. Indian member of the Government of India to the contrary.

9. That the All India Congress Commiitee considers that the
Government of India and the Punjab Government grievously erred in
proclaiming Martial Law in the Punjab in every case after the
disturbances had been quelled, in allowing it 1o be inhumanly adminis-
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ered, and in continuing its adminstration for periods altogether too
long,

10. That the All India Congress Committee is clearly of opinion .
that Satyagraha was not responsible in any manner or degree [or
the disturbances in the Punjab and elsewhere and entircly dissents
from the conclusions of the majority and minority of the Hunter
Committee on this point; on the contrary the Commiltee places its
emphatic conviction on record that the teachings of Mr, Gandhi and
the Satyagraha movement expreised a great restrainsng influence on
the people in all parts of the country during a period of anxiety and
excitement.

11. (@) That All India Congress Committee regrets to learn that
nearly 88 persons who were imprisoned in connection with last year’s
troubles in the Punjab and under sentences of Martial Law Tribunals
are still undergoing imprisonment, and requests His Excellency the
Viceroy and His Honour the Lieuwtenant Governor ot the Punjab
to set them at liberty in conlormity with His Majesty’s Gracious
Proclamation of December last.

(») That, in view of the special circumstances of the cases
of Ratan Chand and Bugga Chaudhri, the Committee appeals to the
Government of India and the Punjab Government to stop their
contemplated transportation to the Andaman Islands.

12. That a Sub-Committee consisting of the following gentlemen
be appointed to collect funds for progapanda and other work in
connection with the wrongs of the Punjab. (The names have becn
omitted).

13. The All India Congress Committee is emphatically of
opinion that the peace terms offered to Turkey conritute a flagrant
violation of the solemn pledges of His Majesty’s Government, and
are in complete disregard of the principle of national self-determina-
tion accepted by the allied powers and of the Muslim religious
sentiment in India.  Having regard to the fact that the resources of
India were freely used during the war in Asia the Commiltee
deplores that their employment should have eventuated, under the
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terms of the said treaty, in the virtual destruction of the power and
prestige of the” Khilatat and the removal of the Holy Places of Islam

from the custody and control of the Khalifa and' lhelr being placed
under Christian influence or control.

The Committée strongly urges that, in the interest of peace and
contentment in India, the terms of the Turkish Treaty should be

revised to  bring them into conformity with the said pledges and the
just sentiments of Indian Mussulmans.

14. This Committee resolvesthat in view of the general situation
in India with reference to Indian public feeling on the Turkish Peace
terms, the action of His Majesty's Government regarding the Punjab
atrocities and the policy being pursued in giving effect to the Reform
Scheme through the proposed draft Rules and Regulations, a
Special Session of the Congress be convened at Calcutta as early as
possible and not later than the 15th September, 1920, 10 consider
the adoption of a policy of non-cooperation or of any other suitable
course of action, '

15- That the Provincial Congress Committees be invited to
submit as early as possible to the General Secretaries their views
on the principle and programme gf non-cooperation and that this
Committee should meet to consider those views some time before
the Special Session of the Congress.
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