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CHART 1. • 

(a) Variations in th, Trade of British India with principal co1Dltries during 
· the last ten years. ending 1929-30 as compared with averages of the 

pre-war. war and post-war quinquennia, · 
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' . CHART 1. 
• 

(li) Variations in the 'l'racle of British India with principal countries during 
the 'last ten years ending• 1929·30 as compared with averages of the 
pre-war, war and post-war quinquennia. 
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CHART 1. 
{b) Variations in the Trade of British India with principal countries during the 

last ten years ending 1929.30 as compared with averages of the pre-war, · 
war and post-war quinquennia .. 
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• 
CHART 2. 

( <~) Variations in the shares of the principal countries in the Import trade of 
British India during the last ten years ending 1929-30 as compared with 
averages of the pre-war, war and post-war quinquennia. 
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CHART 2 • 
. 

{b) Variations in tile shares of the principal countries in the Export trade of 
British India during the last ten years ending 1929-30 as compared "'ith 
averages of the pre-war, war and post•war quinquennia. 

EXPORTS 

190!HI 11H9 119-?.l '21-29 'Zil-21 121·22 121-23 123-2~ 124-25 '25-26 '26-27 127-28 '28-.!9 '29-30 
r-(~A~VER--A-GEFR-l~- -~--r--,---,---r--,---.---r---,--, ORORE~ ORORES . ~· 

390 1---t-+-t-

360 1--t--t--t-



INTRODUCTOHY NOTE • 

. 1 .. Scope of the Returns.-The object of this Volume is to ttrrange the 
statistics of the sea-borne trade of India according to the principal countries 
with which trade is carried on, and the principal ports in India throu~h which 
such trade passes. Imports are classified as received from the countries from 
which they have been consigned and exports are credited to the countries of 
:final destination. Detailed information regarding shipping is also given in this ( 
Volume. · 
· 2. Statistical year.-All tables given in this Volume cover the five official 
years, April to March, 1925-26 to 1929-30, except the shipping tables No.~. 8 and 9 
which sliow figures for 1929-30 only. 

3. Abstract Tables.-Tables 1 to 7 and 10 show for each of the years 
. 1925-26 to 1929-30 the shares of each principal country in the total import, 
export, and re-export trade. 

·Table 1 shows the total value of the imports of merchandise and treasure 
from each principal country; table 2 gives similar details of the exports, 
including re-exports, and table 3 shows separately the total figures of the 
exports and re-exports of merchandise only. In these three tables the countries 
are grouped into (1) the British Empire and (2) Foreign countries. 

In tables 4 to 7 are given the shares of each principal country in the totals, 
imports, exports, and re-exports of merchandise, the countries being grouped 
geographically within each Continent. 

Table 8 shows the shares ofeachmaritime province in the total imports and 
'exports, including re-exports, of private merchandise and treasure. Similar details 
for Government stores and treasure are given in table 9. 

' In table 10 is shown the total trade in merchandise of each maritime province 
with each principal country. 

Table 11 shows the total imports and exports of merchandise and treasure 
separately at each port. . · 

4; Trade at Ports.-Table 12 shows the quantities and values of the principal 
articles of· merchandise, imported into and exported from each of the chief 
port~ (Calcutta, Balasore, Bombay, Karachi, Fort. St. George and Rangoon). 
The information as regards the chief ports in this table relates to the quantities 
and values of the principal articles of merchandise entered for export or cleared 
for import by tht Customs at the chief ports. Imported goods, though landed 
at the ports to which they are accredited, may afterwards be carried in coasting 
vessels •to other ports before passing into consumption. Thus these returns are 
not, strictly speaking, an exact indication of the imports and exports passing 
through each port. 

5. Trade with countries.-Table 13 shows the quantities ·and values of 
the principal articles of merchandi~e. imported from and e~ported to each 
principal country, the countries being arranged geographically within each 
Continent. The trade in each article is recorded separately when its value is 
H.10,000 or more under imports, and R5,000 or more under exports. If the value 
of the trade in any particular article· is less than the limit stated, it is generally · 
grouped under the head " all other articles of merchandise ". 

. The ar,ticles are arranged in alphabetical order as in Volume I, provision 
being made for grouping together within the alphabetical order such articles 
as are related industrially or commercially. 

6 .. Customs Revenue.-Tables 14, 15 and 16 give details of the Customs 
duty collected (a) on. ~ports and export~ at eac~ port in each p~ovince, 
(b) in respect of the p;nn01pal _and other articles of rm~orted mercha.ndise, a11d 
(c) in respect of the dut1able e,rtwles of exported merchandise. In tables15 and 16 
the arrangement of articles follows the clas~ification in .the tariii schedules. 
Table 17 gives the amount of drawbacks paid and duties refunded on the 
princiJJal and ot~er articles imported and exported . 

• 
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7. Dutiable articles allowed free of duty and Bonded goods.-Table 18 shows 
the dutiable articles of imported merchandise allowed free of duty for the use 
of private individuals and insti.tuti?ns, and tabl~ 19 sho~s the. quantity of certain 
principal articles of merchandise rmported, which remamed m cnstoms bonded 
warehouses on the last day of each of t~e official y~ar~ 1925-26 to 1929-30. ~hE' 
figures do not, however, include duty-paid goods lymg m the warehouses outside 
eustoms authority. . 

8. Trade of Aden.-The tables relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
Aden for 1929-80 are incorporated in this issue. 

Nature of the Trade recorded in the Aden tables.-Imports include all 
gllods which are manifested for Aden, :while exports ~elude all goo~s and re
exports !!hipped from Aden: Transhii?me11;t cargo, ~.e., cargo mamfested for 
transhipment on th.rough bills of lading, IS shown separately as not!'ld .below. 
There is a very considerable land trade, and exp~~ by. sea necessanly mclude 
a considerable amount of re-exports of goods ongmally Imported by land, and 
imports include goods which are intended for exports by land. 

Countries to which imports or exp&rts are credited in .Aden.-Following 
the classification of the sea-borne trade returns of British India, imports are 
classified as received from the countries whence they were consigne~ to Aden, 
and exports are credited to the countries of final destination. 

Method of ascertaining values 1:1t .Aden.-The yalues of goods are generally 
based on consignor's invoices, and not on the wholesale cash price in Aden as 
required by section 30 of the Sea Customs Act. The values of goods imported or 
exported are taken from the import and export pass notes forwarded to the 
Political Resident, Aden, by the Port Trust Department. In the case of goods 
brought by steamers, the value is usually based upon the invoices ; and 
in the case of cargo brought by dhow, the value is taken from Arabic advices. 
In many cases paJ?ers are not available and manifests have to be written out in 
Aden. The pass notes are stated to be scrutinised by the assessors of the 
Revenue Department and corrected, where necessary, by comparison with average 
market rates, which are ascertained periodically for the purpose. 

Tables of the Trade of Aden.-These tables relate to the sea-borne and land 
trade and also to the shipping of the port of Aden for the official years 1925-26 
to 1929-30. Tables IA, IB and I C, and 2A, 2B and 20 are classified summaries, 
showing the values of the importS and exports from and to the British Empire and 
Foreign countries separately. Table 1 shows, for each of the years I925-26 to 
1929-30, the total sea-borne trade of Aden in private merchandise and treasure, 
and table 2 gives similar details of GovernmP.nt stores and treasure. Tables 8 
and 4 show the total value of imports and exports, respectively, from and 
to each principal country, of merchandise and treasure sep9.rately. The COUll tries 
in these two table~ are arranged geographically within each Continent. Table 5 
shows the total quantities and values of the principal articles of rmports 
and table 6 gives si~lar . details of exports .. Tables 7 and 8 are general table~ 
a~d show the quantities and valu~s o~ the Imports and export!!, respectively, 
With the countnes. from or ~ . which_ Imported or expo_rted. The. articles are 
arranged alphabetically, P!OVISicn being made for grouping together within the 
alphabetical order such articles as are related industrially or commercially, as in 
abstract tables 5 and 6. Tables 9, 9A IO and lOA relate to the land trade 
and show the imports and exports from and to the interior of Arabia.. Shipping 
figures are recorded in tables 11 to 14. Tables 15 and 16 show the number of 
packages of transhipment cargo for imports and exports during the year 1929-30. 

9. Trade of the French and the Portuguese Possessions in India.-· The trade 
is rElcorded in separate sets of tables, the trade of the French Possessions· being 
for the five years ending 31st March, I 930. Returns of the trade of the 
Portuguese Possessions for the calendar years 1921 to 1925 are under 
compilation and will be issuecl shortly as Supplement to the Annual Statement 
of the Sea-home Trade of British India. · 

_ 1_0. Shipping Foreign Trade.-Entrances and clearances of vessels.--Vesse]s 
hrmgmg c~go from more than one Foreign Port are recorded as entering from 
the most distant port at which cargo fo~ Brit¥!h lnQi~~o was embarked. V ,~~,,, 
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with cargo depar:J;ing from British India for more than one Foreign Port are 
recorded as cleanng for the most distant port at which cargo from British India 
is to be disembarked. · 

Vessels in the Foreign Trade are recorded as entering on the voyage inwardS 
at the first port at which cargo is discharged, and as clearing on the voyage outwards 
at th~ last.l!ort at :which ~argo is laden. If on their inward voyage they enter a 
port m Bnt1sh India to discharge only a part of their cargoes and then proceed to 
other ports in British India, their clearances and entries after arrival at the first 
port are recorded ~ the Coasti!lg Trade, whether they ship " Coasting Cargo " 
or not, for the foreign voyage IS deemed to have ended on arrival at the port 
where .Part of the cargo is first discharged. If vessels on the voya!le outwards 
lo~~;d. With p~rt cargo for a Foreign Port, and part for some other port or ports' in 
British India, they are recorded at the firs~ port of departure as cleared in the 
Coasting Trade and ~uch vessels are again recorded as cleared in the Foreign Trade 
at the last British Indian port. 

Vessels in ballast are recorded · both as to entries and clearances in the 
same way as vessels with cargo. 

The classes of vessels which are distinguished in the shipping tableS are de-
tailed below :-. · 

British.-Steamers and square-rigged sailing vessels, flying the British flag 
and registered under the English Merchant Shipping. Act, 1894, in any port 
in the United Kingdom or in a British Possession other than British India. 

British Indian. -Steamers and. square-rigged sailing vessels, flying the British 
flag and registered under the Indian Merchant Shipping Act, X of 1841, or other 
enactment for the time being in force for the registration of ships in British India. 

Native craft- · 

(~) British.-Sailing vessels, not square-rigged, flying the British flag 
but not belonging to any port in British India or in Inwan States. 

(i~) British Indian.-Sailing yessels, not square-rigged, belonging to ports 
in British India or in Indian States. 

('ii~) .Foreign.-Sailing vessels, not square-rigged, flying a flag other than 
' the British flag or that of an Indian State . 

.Foreign.-Steamers and square-rigged sailing vessels flying a flag other than 
the British flag. , 

Abstract table 1 gives the total entries and clearances in each maritime pro
vince and tables 2 and 3 show the countries from which the vessels entered or 
to whlch they cleared. In tables 4 and 5 is shown the nationality of these vessels. 
Tables 6 and 7 give the details of shipping at each port in each province. In 
tables 8 and 9 are shown for one year only the nationality as well as the countries 
(from which entered or to which cleared) of vessels with cargoes and in b~~:IIast, 
respectively. Table 10 shows the number and tonnage of steam-vessels bmlt at 
each port and table 11 gives similar.details of vessels first registered. 

11. Alteration in Countries.-The list of countries has been revi~ed 
in accordance with the territorial re-adjustments brought about by the War, 
and the changes have been introduced in the Sea-borne Tradf'! ret~uns of 
British India with effect from A.pril, 1921. 

12. Cbarts.-Diagrams have been added, illustrating the variations . in the 
. import and export trade of British India .with principal countries durwg the 
ten years ending 1929-30, as compared w1th averages of the pre-war, war and 
post-war quinquennia. . 

DEPARTMENT OP CoMMli:RCIA.L INTELLIGENCE 

AND STATISTICS, INDIA j 

Calcutta, ~pril 25, 1981. 

D. :S. MEEK, 

Director-General. 
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