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EXPLANATORY NOTE. 
The follollmg tables are an aostract .o('~e 'Anilu:U Statement .o£ the Trade and 

Navigation o£ British India with the B:;ttish Empire and Fore1~ Countries for 
1917-18 issued in India in two volumes."' Values are expressed m pounds at the 
rate o£ 15 rupees to £1. • ,' . . . 

The trade dealt with in these accounts lS the trade reg~stered at Bntzsh Indian 
Ports between these ports an~ JoreiWJ; CQ!Dltries. _1'he foreigii 1Jtde of ports in Native 
States is not recorded as this trade IS small oWing to the absence of large harbours 
and to the prohibition of'direct transhipment at British 'ports to Native States. 

Fureigtt merchandise transhipped at Indian ports is excluded from the account-s of 
both imports and exports, as Indian ports a:r~ not tr~ipment centre..<~ for foreign 
countries to any considerable extent. The nnports mclude goods Iancled, whether 
they are intended for home consumption, bonding or re-exportation, and such articles 
in passengPxs' luggage as_ are dutiable. Articles received from ·and despatched to 
foreign countries by parcel post_ are ~eluded, but, with certain. exceptions, the 
contents of foreign registered letters recezved and despatched are not mcluded. 

Imports and exports of Government stores are dealt with separately. 
'The figures represent the quantities and ;values declared by importers and 

exporters in 'BillS ·of Entry and Shipping Bills, as _subsequently checked l:>Y 'the 
Custoins Officials. The weight recc>rded is the net weight, i.e., it does not include the 
weight of the covers or packing. According to the provisions of the Indian Sea 
Customs Act, the values of goods imported or exported repre~ent-. · . 

(a) the wholesale cash price, less trad.e discount, for which goods of the like 
kind and quality are sold or are capable of being sold at the time and 
place of importation or exportation, as the case may be, without any 
abatement or deduction whatever, except (in the case of goods imported) 
o£ the amount of the duties payable on the importa~9n thereof ; or 

(b) where such price is not ascertainable, the cost at which goods o£ the like 
kind and quality could be delivered at such. place without any abatement 

. or d.eduction, except as afuresaid. 
For the purpose of levying import duties the Government of India fixes tariff 

values of goods subject to such duties. These values are revised Iron:. time to time. 
Imports are classified as received from the countries whence they were consigned 

to British India, not as in the corresponding volume for 1910-11 and earlier years, as 
received from the countries-whence they were shipped direct to India. The country 
of consiginnellt is defined as "that from which the goods have come, whether by land 
" and sea or by sea only, without intelTuption of transit save in the course of tranship
,, ment or transfer from one means of conveyance to another." Thus the countries 
whence goods are consign&d are not in all cases the countries of actual origin of th;, 
goods, since goods produced in one country may be purchased by a firm in another 
country and thence despatched, after a longer or shorter interval, to India. In such a 
case the second country would be the country of consigiiment, to which the goods 
would be credited in these Accounts. · 

Exports are credited to the country of final destination as declared by the e:xp01ters 
in the Shipping Bills, whether that country possesses a sea-board ·or not, not as 
hitherto to the country containing the port of discharge as declared by'the exporter 
in the Shipping Bills, whether carried there direct or after transhipment. The 
country of final destination is defined as " that to which goods exported from India 
" areintended to pass, whether by sea and land or by sea only, without interruption of 
" transit save in the course of transhipment or transfer from o~e means of conveyance 
" to another." In the colTesponding vohune for 1910-11 and earlier years, exports 
destined for countries which possess no sea-board, such as Switzerland, were credited 
to the countryin which the port of discharge was situated. 

The following considerable changes were introduced in the volume dealing with 
the period 1908-9 to 1!:112-13: firstly, the former system of classification of articles 
into seven main heads was replaced by the classification adopted in the trade accounts 
o£ the United Kingdom, which distinguishes between four main heads, naDiely :-

L-Food, drink, and tobacco. 
II.-Raw materials and produce and articles mainly unmanufactured. 

Ill.-Articles wholly or mainly manufactured. 
IV.-Miscellaneous and unclassified (incl:uding parCel post). 

Secondly, .the method of an:angement of articles in the abstract tables was modified; 
instead of a subdivision under main heads the articles were alTanged in the abstract, 
as welloas in the detailed tables, in alphabetical order, provision being made fo1· grouping 
together within the alphabetical order such ·articles as are related industrially or · 
commercially ; and, thirdly, the list of articles separately enumerated was greatly 
amplified. . ·. . . .. . . 

• Summary tables were also prepared, for the first time, on the lines of those g1ven 
in the Annual Statement of the Trade of the United Kingdom. 

• 'l'he volumes -can be obtamed in this country from the Agents for the sale of Indian Government 
Publications, . . 
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