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EXPLANATORY NOTE. 

The followin"' tables are an ahstract of the Annual Statement of the Trade and 
Navigation of Bt~tish India with Foreign Countrit's for .l!JllG-07 i,;sncd in ltillia .in two 
volnm<'s.* Values are expn•ssed in poHtHis at the rate of Hi rnpPes to £1, tlus rate 
haYino- been maintaitw<l sinee Jan11ary J,>;!)S, with but slight variation. 

Tl7e trade dPalt with in these aecounts ig till' trade registere<l nt. British Indian 
ports between these ports and fo~eign countries. The foreign trade of ports in Nati\•e 
States is not recorde,J, as this trade is small owing to the ubsenl'e of large harbours 
and to the prohihition of Llire<'t transhipment at British ports. 

Foreign merchan<lise transhipped at In<lian ports is cxclndPtl from the accounts of 
both imports and exports, as lllllian ports are not transhipment centres for foreign 
countries to any considerable extent. The imports inelude gomls land,•d, wh<'tlwr 
they are intench•d for home consumption, bonding or re-exportation, ant! such artides 
in passengers' luggage as are dutiahle. Articles receive<! from and <lt>spatched to 
foreign countries by parl'el post are ineluded, but, with CPrtain exceptions, the 
contents of foreign registPretl!etters rPcei,·cd ami despatchetl are not included. 

Imports and exports of Govermnent stores are clealt with sPparately. 
The figurE's represent the quantities mul values deelarerl by importN·s and 

exporters in Bills of Entry anu Shipping Bilb, as subsequently cheeked h~· the 
Customs Officials. The weight recorded is the net weight, i.,· .• it docs not inelude the 
weight of the co,·crs or packing. .\eeorrling to the provisions of the ltulian ~ea 
Customs Act, the values of goods imported or ex porte< I represent-

( a) the wholesale cash price, kss trade discount, for which goo<ls of the like 
kind and quality are sold or are capable of being sold at the time and 
place of importation or exportation, as the case may be, without any 
abatement or Lieduction whatewr, except (in the case of goods imported) 
of the amount of the duties payable on the importation thereof; or 

(b) where such price is not ascertainable, the cost at which gooLls of the like 
kind and quality could be dl'Ji,·ered at sueh place without any abatement 
or deduction, except as aforesaid. 

For the purpose of levying import duties the Government of India fixes tariff 
values of goods subject to sLich duties. These values are reYised from time to time. 

Imports are classified as received from the countries whence tht>y were shipped 
direct to India and are not credited l'ithcr to the country of production or to tho 
country of original consignment, both of which differ from tho country of direct 
shipment in the case of merchandise which has its origin or is pureha,ed in one 
country aud is transhipped at the ports of other countries or conveyed through other 
countries by rail for shipment to India. 

Exports are onlinarily credited to the country r:ontaining the port of tlestination as 
declared by the exporters in the Shipping Bills, whether carried there rlireot or after 
transhipment. Special mention shou~d, however, he made of the exports to Egypt, 
which, until the year l!J03-01, eonsist~d of con,ignments to Port Said for transhipment 
to ports beyond the Suez Canal. From l!Ju:J-04 exporters have intimated the 
destination of snch cousil!l>ments, and as the result of the amended classification the 
distribLition of exports to Egypt has been considerably reduced and the distribution of 
the exports among European conntries is in consequence less inexact, though it is 
still imperfect. i\lueh of the trade ~hown as to or from Holland and Belgium is in 
reality trade with Germany. The distribution of the trade among Eastern countries 
is very imperfeet, for most of the large trade with Hong-Kong is trade with China, 
though some of it is with JBpan, the Philippines and America, while a large 
portion of the trade assigned to the Strait,; ~ettlements is really trade with the Far 
East. Coloml>o and Aden are also cnl1"cpots of tradP. and a considerable proportion 
of tho goods dPspatched to or received from those ports represents transit trade. 

•. T~e volnmc.s l~au he ohta.iue•l in lhiK (jouutry from tho Agent~S for the tmlc of Indian Government 
PublicatiOns. lu tbel'lO volumes values an~ given in rnpeoll. 
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