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PREFACE.

At the time of the debates in the Legislature on the scheme of
Ottawa preferences, then under consideration, the Government of
India promised that a Report on the working of the whole scheme
of these preferences would be subrhitted to Committees of the
Assembly and of the Council of State. The Report which follows
has been compiled in fulfilment of this promise. It relates mainly
to the fiscal year 1933-34, but also touches on the periods from 1st
January 1933 to 31st March 1933, so far as the preferences granted
by India are concerned, and from March 1932 to 31st March 1933
for the preferences granted by the United Kingdom to India by the
Import Duties Act of 1932 in the former country. Altogether
the Report consists of four chapters and a number of appendices,
The first chapter examines the working of the preferences granted
on Indian exports when imported into the United Kingdom. Corre-
spondingly the second chapter examines the working of the prefer-
ences which India bas granted on imports into India from the
United Kingdom and certain British Colonies. The effect of the
preferences granted by India on the market prices of imported
articles which receive preferential treatment is discussed in the
third chapter, while the fourth chapter relates to the representations
received from Indian industries which are opposed to certan pre-
ferences given by India.

In the introductory paragraphs to each of the first three chapters
some of the more important factors, which have to be kept in mind
in any attempt to isolate the eflects of the scheme of preferences
on the trade of each country, have been set forth. Further, the
limitations to which the conclusions are subject have also been m-
dicated.

The statistical and other materials, on which this Report is
based, have been collected and compiled mainly_ by the ‘Stat.lstlcal
Research Branch of the Department of Commercial Intelligence and
Statistics. The statistics of import trade of the United Kingdom
for 1933 as well as certain price statistics were very kindly col-
lected and supplied by the Indian Trade Commissioner, London.
From these materials an endeavour has been made to draw only
such conclusions as appear justified and reasonable onan im-

artial examination of the facts. It must be understood, however,
that the opinions and conclusions contained in the Report are not
to be regarded as an expression of the final views of the Government
of India on any particular point.
D. B. MEEK,
Director-General of
Commerciel Intelligence and Statistes.

Simla, the 27th June 1934,
M135CD B
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