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DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS TRADE 

COMMERCIAL REPRESENTATION ABROAD. 

To foster British O\"erst_·as trade, the Department controls the following 
services of Commercial Intdlig<'nce Officers:-

1. IN THE EMPIRI!.. 

Th~ Trad~ Commissioner and Imperial Trade Correspor~dent Servicts. 
At the present time there are 17 Trade Commis!'ioners' offices. These are 

situatt.-d, four in Canada (Montn·al, Toronto, Vancouver, \Vinniprg); three in 
South Africa (Capetown, Durban, Johannesburg); two each in Australia 
(Sydney, Melbourne), India (Calcutta and Bombay-to cover also Ceylon), and 
British \\'est lndks (Trinidad, Jamaica); and one each in New Zealand 
(WeiJin~ton), Irish Free State (Dublin), Malaya (Singapore) and British Ea~t 
Af...ira (Nairobi). 

The Trade CommissionC'rs ha,·e the assistance of Imperial Trade Correspon
drnts ar a number of important CC'ntrcs. 

There are also lm(X'rial Tradr Corre!>pondents in those parts of the Empire 
to which Trade Commissioners h:we not been appointed. 

The Department is rf'pn•s<•nt<'t.l in India, Rurma nnd Ceylon by Sir Thomas 
M. Ainscough, C. B. E., H.M. Senior TradP Commi!'sioner, whose headquarten 
are at Cakutta; Mr. R. B. \\'illmot, H.M. TradP Commissioner, Calcutta; 
and ~fr. \\'. D. ~fontgomery Clarke, H.M. Trade Commissioner, Bombay. 

2. IN FoREIGN COT..'NTHIES. 

(a) Th~ Comnurcial Di~lomalic Servia altac11ed to tht British 
Diplomatic Missions. 

TherC' arc 35 Comm«"rcial Diplomatic posts situakd in all the mon• important 
forei~n markets of the world. Th{' membt'rs of the Commercial Diplomatic 
Service are styl(•d '' Commf'rcial Counsellors " in the highest ~rade, and 
u Commercial SC'cretaries " in the three lower gradt-s. They are mt•mhcrs of 
the staff of the British Embassy or L<'gation in which they serve. 

The CommPrcial Diplomatic Officer has g<'m·ral supervision over the com
mercial work of the consular officers in his area, and with the co-operation of 
these two ser\'ices, a complete network of Govf'rnmf'nt commercial represen
tath·es is thrown over foreign countrif's. 

(b) The Rritis1t Consular Senrice. 
Particular attention has been given to the comnwrcial side of consular work 

since the rP-nrganisation of the St!rvice. In Ct'rtain countries where no Com
mercial Diplomatic Officer is stationed the senior Consular Officer undertakes 
duties of a similar character. 

Further information re~arding the abO\·e services can be obtained on 
application to the DepartmPnt of Overseas Trade, 85, Old Queen Street, 
London, S.W.l. 

1\.ft>mhcrs of United Kingdom firms are urged to call upon the Department's 
representative abroad wh(•n they visit an 0\'l'f!'['as country. It is also impor· 
tant that they should make a point of their representatives abroad keeping in 
close touch with the DPpartment's officers. 

NOTE. 
It slrould be understood that the views expressed in annual reports are lht 

1:•iew.s of the o_fficers themselves, and are not neres.~arily in all respects thost of 
the Department. 
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