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INTRODUCTOHY NOT:E. 

i. Scope oi the Returns.-'l'he obj<.:ct of this Volume 18 to arraugtJ the 
statistics of the Trade of India (by sea and air) accorcliug to the principal 
countries with which trade is carried on, and the principal ports in India 
through which such trade passes. Imports are cla~sified as recei vecl from 
the countries from which they have been consigned and exports are credited 
to the countries of final destination. Detailed information regarding shipping 
is also given in this Volume. 

2. Statistical year.-All tables given in this Volume cover the five official 
years, April to March, 1933-34 to 1937-38, except the Hhipping tables Nos. 8 and 9 
which sliow figures for 1937-38 only. 

3. Abstract Tables.-Tables 1 to 7 and 10 show the shares of each principal 
country in the total import, export and re-export trade. 

Table 1 shows the total value of the imports of merchandise and treasure 
from each principal country, table 2 gives similar details of the exports, 
including re-exports, and table 3 shows separately the total figures of the 
exports and re-exports of merchandise only. In these three tables the countries 
are grouped under (I) the British Empire and (2) Foreign countries. 

In tables 4 to 7 are given the shares of each principal country in the total 
trade in, and imports, exports and re-exports of, private merchandise, the 
countries being grouped geographically within each Continent. 

Table 8 shows the shares of each maritime province in the total imports and 
exports, including re-exports, of private merchandise and treasure. Similar details 
for Government stores and treasure are given in table 9. 

In table 10 is shown the total trade in merchandise of each maritime province 
with each principal country. 

Table 11 shows the total imports and exports of merchandise and treasurt~ 
separately at each port. 

4. Trade at Ports.-Table 12 shows the quantities and values of the principal 
articles of merchandise, imported into and exported from each of the chief 
ports (Calcutta, Balasore, Bombay, Karachi, Fort St. George and Rangoon*). 
The information as regards the chief ports in this table relates to the quantities 
and values of the principal articles of merchandise entered for export or cleared 
for import by the Customs at the chief ports. Imported goods, though landed 
at the ports to which they are accredited, may afterwards be carried in coasting 
vessels to other ports before passing into consumption. Thus these returns are 
not, strictly speaking, an exact indication of the imports and exports passing 
through each port. 

Ii. Trade with countries.-Table 13 shows the quantities and values of 
the principal articles of merchandise, imported from and exported to each 
principal country, the countries being arranged geographically within each 
Continent. The trade in each article is recorded separately when its value is 
RIO,OOO or more. If the value of the trade in any particular article is less than 
the limit stated, it is generally grouped under the head " all other articles of 
merchandise ". 

The articles are arranged in alphabetical order as in Volume I, provision 
being made for grouping together within the alphabetical order such articles 
as are related industrially or commercially. 

6. Customs Revenue.-Tables 14, 15 and 16 give details of the Customs 
duty collected (a) on imports and exports at each port in each province, 
(b) in respect of the principal and other articles of imported merchandise, and 
(c) in respect of the dutiable v,rticles of exported merchandise. In tables 15 and 16 
the arrangement of articles follows the classification in the tariff schedules. 

• As Burma. was sopamted from British India. on 1st April 1937 tho trade figures for the Chief Port of 
n~ngoon a.ro no longer available. 
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Table 1 '1 gives the amount of drawbacks paid and duties refunded on the 
principal and other articles imported a.nd exported. 

7. Dutiable articles allowed free of duty and Bonded goods.-Table 18 shows 
the dutiable articles of imported merchandise allowed free of du~y, 3:nd table 
19 shows the quantity of certain principal articles of merchandtse 1n:ported, 
which remained in customs bonded war~ houses on the last day cf esch of the 
official years 1933-34 to 1937-38. The figure,; do not, however, include duty-
paid goods lying in the warehouses outside customs authority. · 

8. Trade of the French and Portuguese Possessions in India. -The trade 
is recorded in separate sets of tables, the trade of the French Possessions being 
for the five years ending 31st l\Iarch, 1938. Accounts of the trade of the 
Portuguese Possessions in India for the nine calendar years 192() to 1934 
were published as Supplement to the Annual Statement of the Sea-borne Trade 
of British India. 

9. Shipping Foreign Trade.-En!rances and clearances of vessels.-Vessels 
bringing cargo from more than one Foreign Port are recorded as entering from 
the most distant port ~t which cargo for British India was embarked. Vessels 
with cargo departing from British India for more than one Foreign Port are 
recorded as clearing for the most distant port at which cargo from British India 
is to be disembarked. 

Vessels in the Foreign Trade are recorded as entering on the voyage in wards 
at the first port at which cargo is discharged, and as clearing on the voyage out. wards 
at the last port at which cargo is laden. If on their inward voyage t.hey enter a 
port in British India to discharge only a part of their cargoes and then proceed to 
other ports in British India, their clearances and entries after arrival at the first 
port are recorded in the Coasting Trade, whether they ship " Coasting Carg-o " 
or not, for the foreign voyage is deemed to have ended on arrival at the port 
where part of the cargo is first discharged. If vessels on the voyage outwards 
load with part cargo for a Foreign Port, and part for some other port or ports in 
Brilish India, they are recorded at the first port of departure as cleared in the 
Coasting Trade and such vessels are again recorded as cleared in the Foreign Trade 
at the last British Indian port. 

Vessels in ballast are recorded both as to entries and clearances in the 
same way as vessels with cargo. 

The classes of vessels which are distinguished in the shipping tables are de· 
tailed below :-

British.-Steamers and square-rigged sailing vessels, flying the British flag 
and registered under the English Merchant ::>hipping Act, 1894, in any port 
in the United Kingdom or in a British Possession other than British India. 

British Indian.-Steamers and square-rigged sailing vessels, flying the British 
flag and registered under the Indian 1\lerchant Shipping Act, X of 1S4l, or other 
enactment for the time being in force for the registration of ships in British India, 

Native eraft-

(~) British.-Sailing vessels, not square-rigged, flying the British flag 
but not belonging to any port in British India or in Indian States. 

(ii) British Indian.-Sailing vessels, not square-rigged, belonging to ports 
in British India or in Indian States. 

(iit) Foreign.-Sailing vessels, not square-rigged, flying a flag other than 
the British flag or that of an Indian State. 

F01·eign.-Steamers and square-rigged sailing vessels flying a flag other than 
the British flag. 

Abstract table I gives the total entries and clearances in each maritime pro
vince, aud tables 2 and 3 show the countries from which the vessels entered or 
~which they cle~red. In ta?les 4 an.d 5. is shown the nati?nality of thes.e vessels, 
~ahles 6 and 7 gtve the details of shippmg at each port m each provmce. In 
tables 8 and 9 are shown for one year only the nationality as well a f. the countries 
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(from which entered or to which cleared) of vessels with cargoes and in ballast, 
respectively. Table 10 shows the number and tonnage of steam-vessels builh at 
each port and table 11 gives similar details of vessels first registered. 

10. Alteration in Countries.-The list of countries has been reVised 
<Jn the lines prescribed by the Committee set up in terms of Art. 8 of th!l Inter
national Convention relating to Economic Statistics with effect from April1933. 

DEPAI\TMENT oF CoMM&RCIAL INTELLIGENCE 

AND STATISTICS, INDIA; 

Ouwutla, 5th July, 1938. 

J. :M:A.TTHA.I, 
Di1·ector-Gmeral, 
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S. 9, 12, IS, 18, 20, 

376·377 
36 

e, 7, to, u, 19, 21, 
556 

.. 7, 10! 11, 19, 21, 
535-6 7 

6, 7, 10, 11, 18, 20, 
212·253 
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