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INTRODUCTIO~. 

An " introJuction It is f3.ther a. pretentious word for 
the few rem~rks I am about to ma,kc.as rega.rds the 
suhjcct of the following sketch. I had no voice in the 
choice. It had beel! chosen a.nd. ma(h~ public l)()fore 
I was awa.re of it an.1 cOllld alter it. It ,hits, therefore; 
ttl bo put up with~ whether I like it or no. in thf;) 
stnse or letting the l'e,a.dors into anything they d~ not 
already know of Mr. K~ir Hp,rdie, the task is bopel€'Ss. 
E\'ery body h~a noted all the good features that Rre ,

in him. The adi.-Indian 8ection of the l~tl*ls, here Ol' 
ehewhcre,)' have not been 'una,lert in imputing to ,him.'. 
all imaginable faults, so that; if there were ~y undis- -
('AJvcred defect in llis c11aracter, a sllk'pidcus secker 
hag an abundant suppli'in, w-hjch t.o search for it. I, 
for one, have noticed none of the latter kind-uule5s 
manliness is a. dr~,., .. b&c~ 'or frankness, a. black-spot. - ,,-
Defore he came in our midst I wrote about him thus :-:- ' 

fIo has' impress.ed me, a.n~ a. ~hole heap of otters 
tlmt t!.o Satwi£J element predomina.tes in him,; and 
thi,~ loveable featurEl--SO reff~3}.ing as co~pareJ. with 
t.Lo Baj{.l.J!t'c antt Tha1J'wei!' manife!;,tations whieh with 

~ ~ .. '" ~ 

seUlS honorable ~('eptions~ sorround t:b4:'rn-is tlltl true ~ 
, --j,.( 



iv . 

Sl'crt't why 1111 countl'ymen flock to him Or itTC att,ra, t4 
cd by him., By religion, by tradif,joIl, ant! by j,;JJit 

, transmitted or ~quited we fire taught to "id:l.O 8o),u:io 

natures. 

Since then ,h~ has beell ff.!,ee to far" ',iLh n:'!
ltjg-It and IlOmely alike~, and there is ab~ol\ltdy IlJ 

reason to ql1l11!iy tIlo good opiniur! we had fOtJH'd of 
• Jlhll, "or to cUtninish the profoun,j rc;o,pcd with \\ Lich 

wo llad been in~jrt'd Ly t ... h8.~ wa had learned o! llis 

, hfo, o£ ,his a:(;tioll~J or of his" attitlldo toward" T:Jcn'~ 
lcgl~j1T)a.t.c claims, DO matter where. 110 lta~ bet'n fdirly 
?utspoken, ut the S~1DC time he Wf.j,~;l tLSOJI.L1,ly 
(~~~ret:lt, a. corn~inu.ti9n of traits wl,ici. nOli" Lui the 
bittl't' Anglo-Ind!~ wOOld (Jeny in IJim. 

)\ lio, ha,s t:ol~" uS sOpl.e .. trUtlIS, some c,f thc·.fi a,re lll) 

l\lOl~ {lu,ttet:l1:gto us tlHm to Lis oountry.ll111. 'Vet {'-'I' 

'our PU.t:t,JllWC not Iik~d him any less on th:lt ncecul't.. 
1'1ll'l'lll)y hd 1ms tather er.l.:J,necrJ om: ostt;!eln 10;:' hilH. 
Ql10n con,meed that ~L pcrso.l1 i:il hon:"l$t a.n(t il>trt~ig;!t~ 

lOl'warJ1 it has lwcn invariably the case .-with tJ,I: 

people of this country. In everyone of such sort, we ra
cogni~ea!\.influtusof Sl,t1J ic di· .. iuity anti oVl1r!1ow '\'lith 
n.fl'f'et{Otl for lim, irr~sp('ctivE' of who ,be i:t nn,} wJlat he 
(.:~n. J~ for U'1. ~\h. I;i:ir' HarUlO llas impressed us to 

,11(" ~'Udl n, ,fX'fl:;oj} anrlL,' l.ltS wlllkml htraigbt into Otol' 

]1I,:~jrt" 'tIol'l! w(m tlwm ·cut·rigI.t. Iu plOd .. cing thi!( 
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result. we Lave perhaps bet>n tlCgativdy aided la.rgely 
hy his. adyer~a,tieg i. t. tho~e who virulently critici!!ed 
J';m; for we are well aware from 'what mO'tives such. 
(~riti{'~s'llli! emanated. 

We havo lJeOll ta.ugM how to interpret. them i''!-I > 

IIO'.'l it is'a1wa~'s mfe to distrust in men a,nd things 
tiley prai~e and to belicye in th036 they end(>l\your'fo 
discerd;tr , 

.1 

That' Mr. Keir ll~rJie will turn to' t'ht: L(,3t ac~ 
count. the r.mount of pri'clSe 'know}odh"e he has 
b"bouted to acquire whlla in India,. is beyond a qne~
finn. The 4monnt of benefit wbieh will ,accrne' to u.<I 

from his f'ingle-h,unded, tuough llonest and enf'rgetie 
lat)",ufS wIlen he go~s howe) may perha.ps be inconBider
aJ~~. He told IlS 80 j lind it is not u, 'mcre'l~ngua.ge of 
n,olll'sty; for wo) whO' are not hlind t.O' t}le o\'l'l"whelm, 
irlg' odd ~ tmu to the mdtiplicity Qf oLsta.cJes in his way 
unu 1:1 tIle way of the like of ,11ill1, can f\ucqua.tely rcalise 
lJ.i:HrllJN:! than humLle pstimat80f \\ll:ltthc ou~olltcoihis x 

eCorta might 11('. TO' refloat l\ remark I maJe SQ!llfi1riin(~ 
ago in tllO columrt:3 of tht' t~ Und'ras l::fhtnua.ro,t-' I in 
t:(ltT~UlOn '\'i Ith'tl hrgr- r.nm~rs of my countrymt:n rega)·~t 
!lim as f1. (1i',ink'res1f'd and~:\timal)la witness of truth t~ 
di'i~ipato ti,e uun::erous Rnd mu.lil}iollS falsehoo.:1s and' 
;;~~ c.xa;:gcrations UhSe1l11nutM 1).g-ain8t 'us ~n1ong' 
He: clCHl'ly tidu&d ct.,untrYfllN}..at home~ \Va bellY" 
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fiilly 'o~lr.' (o~wa.rd to his "fp')~~!ng out L1it). "]1010 or 
hi~ , mi'n4, "!Jell he, g~t:l h~~ k to ,the • ~c('ne of hu. 
1:tte .. li)~g ·A~honrs and 'pointing put fMlr1chsly thai, 
if thf'r,t: 1la.! boon unrest all thcSt; barrvwinl! UINlthi it 
WM ~I111i$ people,; tnind~ anrl ~~o~ in '~ndia ot'lJI"l' p'oo
pl~. \Va llla"y Q~ .trot'that, wllile gkint: his eTi· 
,t1ellCO, a,gaiuat t~o'1>I1flnto~~"ot H. fren'tied or f~antie 
lhdia, I:onjared" up by ,'tiea.tt1ehs· InrJigtto" and mall
;Taclous; Il0nsati()Jl~pget'S, bi~d" and uTJhirM, hu 
'\Y9111d lll)~ minimi~ Qr',~hrOW' :I glo~i 'ovor the Ft'O~ 
fQt\nd"JiiContf>ut wl,ic.lt 11&.4 ma.nifE'st!r lItl'Ul':glini to 
the au~r~E'for,(l~ rCMon,or~ anothor, in f¥ll dl:li::"S of 
~~~ rt'!Jp,li~tIU'ot1.g:1ont ine Mm:;...th, nnd b~C'n{lth of -\l.e 
~OtJ.nt'ri ;, '!or he ha.~ . t&pp'tul ~U tlJ.e. f"¥a.i1~ b1(1 Sl"llrC.i. >I 

of infQ,(~tiun/a.:nt4)ng Qrrll~i:),lg;· ihmong '~town-folk f;.!1d 
s,mOl!lg"uDsuspfit.l".tfL8jnq urunh'lipJ.l:ltl: .. a villag.,.-.,; f)lt 

·~l~~'.he ,tlpgMcd/11\i~WIil.J'()S ;" roJrsulug L;$ ltnt·s 
'~r Cnl{\liry.:, '-U~ would b~ tlOillg. H'900an fl!'"k'~ '£0 ljis 
("O,Ut1t~'pUJ}q nQ 103$. tlmn to tlA', if Jw, cO'lld c!lI~lh1e tIl(''1lJ 
\ ~ -"1"\ • -t .. 

t~;·ta.ke·"'their (71;t.citlth .. Il('a,l':!~ eff t.~, ~nd8 uf lilUl:j 
~ , "'" J .... ',~ t ..,. ><", , J 

kDq~l0t1g(l whi..;h a:s.~ the \t(Wt;·ll1tS itei~, 1:l a ~nngt>t()u..~ 
Wrg; whe~ .i\ jl( \lo,i;, ae~ompal1io{l ~~: Ulad8ton~'~ 
iJrovi~ ;<tlJa.t 'it i~ , recogniSad r .. lui" rcaH7kcl to ~ 
'" /~. i~ ,," , • - .. ' , • ~ 

'11n .. ~04'S thn.n litUe: l~ w·ould. telL\Jtiem how l~ijl 
,""" .~ l 

:,» .. J~giti~a.t::' ,!'tn.'!." 10'"H~1 : d;~.~~~"~~*"- «li~JOj';;l 'orJi
inl,th'e eifi. ot, 'thos~' ,-r.:.bo Ul't't" not;, tJ)!'mf;f'h'~. l()p.l to 

Uil it .. dut'); or"to thtJir j!Q\"Pll1:ign:. p11f, hie.}" ,,!PfUJ'~~ n!.:b~ 
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:.o.fcu ~ .. "tll(;hl(.rith~it'Ce n:'nd th~ symhbt ot th~ Hriti.Jf 
l.ation. 

A certairl .silnW'," <e~plQyeq by Sir Al'tlllU 11· 'llJ$ in:" 
~..". " ,.. 

aonother ~pntt~~t may l!G quo I etlllt'-I't' {~'ightly cll:trlgt'd} ~ 

as ttptly d/'£crihing ()l~ ()t tlH~ irnporhilJt. rt()4 '\It'thp . 
'Wi~S1)f't<I'9:t;J ulseontO&lIt wl,lcl. t)\Ust la.v~ .. V~ ~~MA_t.: 

*~, ~ 1 ~ 1 '~ ~(",;J, _"" I f "'i': I ...-"" ~ ""l"~ 

to l):m fl,'lj()l" E'\·t'1·Y<:O'!'i$f'ty~f·t;{'rSon.!\V4o·:('1\Ti'\,\<t¥> \ 
~t'llay iht: sitn!\tio'l Inm" and r\.'i~d ilright the S)~l'l ,of 
tbo times. That simjle it> t\! fol1.Jw.!'.~",:",· 

t( I~ ~g llko pJat;ing y~ung' iorcs.t tr(.>(>s in: R hIJt·llOIlKE' 

n.nd !f'R-,ying, gl'OW ~;() 'Jar," if, Yon' Jikp. E·xpallf\J~'. tlffl 
uttfi'rm,J"t 'in' t.};p spl1c£r nHowcfi t.)· YCl,l. ,nut there- i<! 
,no ro~·t\ -rootn after y~u 1;11\"(( ~ttilincd < tite~e ~llinits r 
tlll'noe. forwar·tl gJoQW lnw.h7.1l:1 ~r downwards or.. withei' 
1\ \\1\. Y ." 

~rhi9 u.nq .otht.'l' mu.nir~tktiQn,3 of, tlltl causes .Wh,lclr' 
,eul!Jitto: fee-lings; cren,tt' (}l;atgi~ :D.nd elicit' munnll~:' 
IDoro ul"lt'-ss lOl.lll; Wf.\ 'ant;dullt~ Mr. ,Kif' Ra.rille to btl 

, ~, ... ~,' 1\ ~ ~'~ j".N~. 

'lJoB and tllo fOfeInOst, to IItl.ltHn€'r, into .. 110 plilegl!latlc 
(,'': ~:')'et'411rlp\~~l'<lied' ~ii~d~ ;of his wen~~et\.ni~g 
l·.vuntr~m~n,:"f.:;t' '~vl!Qi~"tlif$,,, t;¢un~~i ,i.~ a. ',v.l\ru:.bl,~ 
risset d.l,ld on ,v,horn lies thQ ll!lrden~~o$, A'esponsibiJitlC'IlJ 

the weight o;.tlio· tl'ue nab.~l'e ,.ct'Y~ich -the \ bu'Di: of 
"- ~ jo." ~ 4 _" ~ ~ 

tllEnn 1\1'e.tlS yet 4{nly, di~ly,~o~~io~t. 



INTRODIlCTIOX. 

In th(lS0 exig('ncit!~J we slHJ.}l bo quitl~ contt'nt, if tlj(' 
subject of the following skt>tolt'is the he>rvic fir~t h 
t,he line of gooll and c1cnr-sighteJ men,'" ho have h'·gun 
to fed inwartls ttualms and to vjdit ns to study U11t11.1 

Qur rWluircments arigllt-aot merely t~ gloat with 
prill.J ,ovt'l' the v:.l.stncss of tl1cir Countr)'~ l'lJ'F-ltC jr1 
the Bast. 


