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™ It wwould be @ spedies.of :savageness to pject
indifferently all sorts of praise; ona ought to be
alive to that which eomes from men of honor and
sense, who praise from.the heart things which are

worthy of praise.”
La BRUYERE.

* Your respect for him would probably be
increased, as you, found it was agreed upon by those
who shoild ‘know ‘that ‘he -could Bo -something
well. Honors, you see, not only reward merit,
but also declare its existence.”

SIR ARTHUR HELPS.

" The true testof & man, andrthe ‘txue. test vf
a class, and the true test of a people, is power.
It is a small thing as long as he has not power, as
long as temptation is kept out of his way-—that he
should be folerably just in his judgment, but it is
when power has come into his hands that his trial

comes.”
GLADSTONE.

** Tt is nat titles that reflect honor on men, but
men that reflect honor on titles.”

MACHIAVELLL



PREFATORY NOTE.

The subject ofithe following sketoh is
a rare unstance -of jofficialdom -in Native
‘Btates bringing.out to a ‘wider public view
.some of the best .men among them.
Dewan Bahadur Nagam Aiya, though
‘he was.an official in Travancore, has.been
:a8 well known ‘outside—not merely as an
.official, but also as aman of culture and
literary accomplishments, of liberal sympa-
thies and an interest in the wider affairs
of the world. It is rarely that Native
States preduce such men who are capable
of interesting themselves in.public ques-
tions outside their own sphere. There is
‘no necessity here to speak of his -excgp-
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tional merits and talents as they are fully
evidenced by the appreciative references
and testimonials printed in the following
pages, but it may be remarked here that
for a man who as an official was long ac-
customed to exercise autocratic power, 1t
is a creditable feature that he should have
been so full of sympathy with popular
aspirations in British India. He has
served for over forty years in Travancore,
yet he retains the energy of youth and
immense capacity for sustained work as
his numerous contributions to the Public
Press will show He has the same in-
terest 1n and enthusiasm for the people’s
welfare, and in spite of his long official
life is still jealous of the subject’s right of
independent judgment and opinion.
Though he has been an autocrat for years,
there 1s nothing of the autocrat in him,
and he has always been known to be
suave and courteous in his relations not
only with his Royal masters, but with the
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pubhic at large. He enjoys in Travancore
a measure of popularity which cannot be
said to belong to any other official, and his
generosity, his warmth of heart, and his
readimess to be helpful to others are the
secrets of his great personal influence and
popularity. He has many more years of
active life before him, and let us hope 1t
inay still be possible for hiin to obtain work
which is not only congenial to his training
and temperament, but also calculated to
promote the public weal 1n every way.

C. K.
Madras September 1913.



Diwan Bahadur

Mr. V. Nagam Aiya, B.AA.,, FR. Hist. S.,
Retired Acting Diwan of Travancore.
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{By a West-Coast friend and. brother-alumnus.) <

- Diwan Bahadur Mz, V. Nagam Aiya;-B.A., P.E.
Hist. 8., of Travancoré wag born int the neat little
village of Veeraraghavapuram on the batks of the
Tambrapurni river, Madras Presidency (Tinnevelly),
in December 1850, He ig a Tolugu Brahniin of the
Aruvelu Niyogi elan, originally belonging to a village
{Boppudi) in the Kistna District, but the family
must have migrated into South India several centu-
riesago. His parents permanently settled down in
Trivandrum (the Capital of Travancore), when
Mr. Nagam Aiya was 3 years old. He is the fourth
born oub of a family of 5 children. His youngef
brother, Mr. V. Sundararamayya, also a Graduate
of the Madras University, first entered the servicas
of the Travancore Government but left it for the
British- service, where the last post he held - was
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the District Registrarship of Madras, Mr. Nagam
Aiya was wholly educated in the Maharajah's
High-School and College at Trivandrum, where his
ancestors held bhigh office since the middle of the
eighteenth century. After passing the Matriculation
Examination in 1866, he took service as & clerk in
the Educational Departrfent, where he rose to be
Assistant Professor of History and Mathematics,
teaching the F.A. and Matricylation classes,under the
late Johr Ross, M.A., Principal and Director of Publie
Instruction, Travancors. Meanwhile he passed his
T.A.and B. A. Examinations of the University, and
after passing the B.A.in.1870, he joined the Revenue
Department of the State, as a clerk under the late
Rajah Sit T.Madbava Row,K.C.S.1., the great Native
Statesman who was Dewan of Travancore, Indore
and Baroda successively. In two years, his work
in the Revenue Department seems to have marked
him out as a young man of conspicuous talents and
ability. His rise was rapid. He was appointed a
Tahsildar in 1872, then Superintendent of Census
in 1875, and wrote the first Census Report of
Travanocore in 1876, which received the high ap-
ptecm.blon of Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for
India (the Marquis of Salisbury). To be entrusted
with the duties and responsibilities of a Tabsildar
in one's twenty-second year, and then in another
three years to conduct a Census is, indeed, & mar-
vellous recognition of merit and both the duties fell
to Mr. Nagam Aiya, and both he performed in &
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manuer to merit appreciation from quarters which
he aould not have dreamt of. The * Boy-Tahgildar*
must have been a marvel and the “Boy-Census
Superintendent,” a prodigy. He was Police Sheris-
tadar and Marahmut- Sheristadar in the Huzur
for short periods, apparently because it was either
necessary that one should pass through such an
office or because there was no higher office thex
vacant. He had also meanwhile qualified himself;
for the B.L. Degree Examination of -thg Madras
University. In any case it is worthy of note that
he was appointed Dewan Peishkar in 1880, which .
office eorrssponds to that of Collector and District
Magistrate in British India—the highest Executive. .
office in the State under the Dewan. He held this
office for 12 years and subsequently was appointed
Settlement Dewan Peishkar in succession to
Mcr. Shungarasabbaiyar, C.1.E., when the latter was
elovated to the Dewanship. As Seftlement Dewan
Peishkar, he was for 12 years the highest Ravenue
Officer of the State—a position which corresponds
to that of Revenue Minister in other Native States.
His success in the service was brilliant, He was.
Tahsildar when twenty-two, and Dewan Peishkar
when thirty. And his higher education in the
meantime he aequired while he was working in
the College. In the Rovenue Settlement his policy
was one of light taxes and large revenues—a result
which while it gratified the ryof, also satisfied
the Government. The rates were in mno case
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materially inoreased—the incressed revenud being
due to tnereased areas brought under eultivation, to
accurate measurements, o greater plantings and s
thoroughly reliable ¢lassification ot soils and frees.
During theso yéars, hd condacted the Censuses and
wrote the Census Reporte of 1881 and 1891--with
conspienous ability and great literary sacdess. His
Census Reports have beert highly commended both
by she authorities and the Pablio Press ia England
and India. From the Revenue Settlement, he was
pladed on special duty for writing the Travancore
State Manual, which he broaght out in 3 massive
volumes in 1906. This was his magnum opus snd
has received the highest encomiums from all quar-
ters.- The Encyelopadia Britannica (11th Edition)
bases its article oo Travancore whoelly upon
Mr. Nagam Ailya’s Stale Manual, and quotes his
anthority for the same. During his long service he
has been- several times placed oo special duty in
several important undertakings, in al? of whieh he
won distinction and the appreciation of H. H. the
Maharaja’s Government. It was in appreciation of
his admirable Census Reports that the Royal His-
torical Society (London) elected him as one of
their Fellows, on the recommendation of Sir
M. E. Grant Duff, a former Governor of Madras and
a personal friend of Mr. Nagam Aiya. He bas been
President of the Travancors Regulations’ Commit-
tee, of the Chuckram Coins' Commiftee, of the
Accounts’ System Committee, &e., in all of which
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his work was highly apprecieted, During his long
official career, be ancted s8 Dewan on five oges-
sions, in which capacity be secured the special
approbation of his Royal Mastar, the prasant
Maharajah of Travancore. He had served under
throo Maharajshs and was associated in the ad-
ministration of the State with ten Dowans, begin-
ning with ‘the illugtrious Statesman, Rajah Sir
T. Madhava Row. After e long and djstinguished
career of 43 years, he retired in Fehruary 1908,
without attaining to the highest position whish, as
Sir J. D. Reos says, should have been legitimately
bis. His brilliant career in the esrly period of his
sorvice, his rapid rise, his striking sucoessful par-
formancs of his duties, all clearly pointed to his
certain elevation to the highest position in the Stale,
snd he had in an ample measure the appreciation
_ not only of his Sovereign bu$ of all who ware able to

juodge of him, of successive British Residents and
successive Dowans. Though he acted as Dewan
five times, he did no$ permanently sacceed to the
-office. This ig the only disappointing featare in a
Jife which, within its limits, achioved ths highest
distinctiona.

As already remarked, he was wholly ednoated ip
Trdvandrum, which at first was known as the
Msha Rajah’s Free School and then became
the High B8chool, and latterly the College, In
these. institations,” the Europsan school-mastpys
-nnder whosa direct influence he .came; -were khe
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late Mr. John Bensley, Mr. John Ross, M, A., and
-Dr. Robert Harvey, M. A.; the last-named two
"gentlemen directed his studies for the F. A. and the
B. A. Degree Examinations. These three Educa-
tionists, themselves good men and true, have been
-very successful tillers of the Native infellect of
-South India and are looked upon as ideal teachers
‘holding & warm’ place in the affections of modern
Travancore. Still earlier, he bad received instrue-
.tion for short periods, under Messrs. Shungra-
goobier, ¥. M. U,, C. 1. E., and F. Watts, both of
“whom, like himself, began life as teachers in the
Rajah’s Free School at Trivandrum and subse-
-quently rose fo eminence in His Highness’ service,
the former as Dewan and the latter as Chief Secre-
tary. His career as & student was bright and sue-
cessful and ha secured prizes in all the Classes or
‘Forms he passed through, between the years 1860
and 1870. And as the penultimate Maharajah took
4nterest in personally giving away the prizes to the
‘school-boys, as His Highness the present Maharajah
has done during these 27 years, the young boy early
‘attracted the notice of that Maharajah, under whom,
Iater, Mr. Nagam Aiya served for many years as
‘an officer of State. The boy’s smart appearance add-
od to his intelligence and diligence in studies soon
mmade bim & general favourite in the Bchool—both
with his masters and his mates. He passed his
Matriculation in December 1865 and his F. A. in
December 1866. The "poverty of his parents--the
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one stsumbling-blocli in the early career of almost all
Indian youths who have subsequently distinguished
themselves:in the service of their country compelled
him, as soon as he passed his Matriculation exami-
pation, to entér Government service 48 a clerk on
@ pay of Rs. 7, under the late Mr. John Bensley,
Head Master—and it was while working as a clerk
and then as a teacher in the High School, that he
passed his F. A, and went through the greater
portion of his B. A. course. Just before leaving
the Educational Department he acted for about 6
months as Assistant to Mr. John Ross, M. A., teach~
ing History and Mathematics. to the students of
the Matriculation and F. A, classes. He took his
‘B. A.Degree in February 1870 and received the
Cullen’s Prize of Rs. 80 awarded to the Travancore
student, who stood first in the highest University
examination of the year. In 1868, when His Ex-
cellency tha Governor of Madras (Lord Napier of
Ettrick and Merchiston) .visited the Maharajah’s
College at Trivandrum, Mr. Nagam Aiya was
presented by the College Principal o His Lordshig,
a8 the only student being trained to appear for the
following year'’s B. A. Degree examination. He
was accordingly sent up and passed the B. A,

examination of that year. At the Viva-Voce exami-
‘nation held by Mr. Wigram, one of the B. A.
examiners of that year, His Excellenicy Lord Napiér
acoompanied by 2 members of his staff happened
to walk into the Ezamination’ Hall that morning
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(the new Presidency College buildings), and seating
bimself by the side of Mr, Wigram, asked bim to go
pu with the examination of the boy {Mr. V, Nagam
Aiya). At the end pf the Viva-Voce exnmmatmn,
Lord Napier was pleased to observe ;—

“ I hope you will give the boy full marky for his answerp—

He has answere@ mpuch belter than most Epglish boys of bie
age oan.”

Next year when Mr, Wigram visited Travancore,
he'spoke in very complimentary terms of Nagam
Aiya’s answer-papers to Mr. John Ross, M.4., the
Principal.

At the Convocation for the conferring of Degrees
in 18§70, H.R.H. the Duke of Edinburgh gnd His
Highness the penultimate Maharajah of Travancore
were present when that eminent Eduocationist of
India, the Hon'blg” Dr. W. Miller of the Madras
Christian Collpge presgnted the young Nagam Aiya
fo the Chancellor, as the Travancore Maharajah’s
ptudent to receive the Diploma from His Excel-
lency’s hands. This circumstanes added to the
Secrehaty of State’s (the late Ma.rqms of Salisbury)
highly complimentary Despat¢ch en Mr. Nagsm
Aiyg's firgt Census Report tended to fhe penulti-
male Mabarajah’s entertaining a warm personal

gard and high estimate of .Mr. Nagam Alya’s
_worth ss ap Officpr.’

After ho fook his B, A. Degree he attracted the
-potiga of the then Dewsn;-Bajsh Sir T. Madbava
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Row, K.C.8.1, who appointed him to a clerkship in
the Huzur English Office on Rs. 50. This was ia
April 1870. In this bumble capacity he afforded
satisfaction by his intelligence and indusiry, and
Rajah Sir T. Madhava Row was pleased to notice
this fact in his Administration Report of Travancore
{tor the year 1045 M. E. 1869-1870), in the follow-
ing wordas:—

“One gandidate went up for $he B. A, Degres in
February 1870 and was suocessfu] ; $ha first whom we can
claim as a student entirely trained in the Bchool, This
young man (V. Nagam Aiys) has since been employed in the
Dewan'’s Office whare he affords satisfaction in the dmhuge
of his dnhes

In Aptxl 1872, Sir T, Madhava Row himself wrote
to Mr. Nagam Aiya on the eve of his refirement
from the Dewanship of Travanoors, in the following
handsome terms :—

‘* I have much pleasure in stating that daring ghe two
yeam you have begn employed in the English Office of the
Dewan’s Cuicherry, I have hadevery reason to be satisfied
with yonr services, Mr, Watts, your immediate official supe-
rior, has always expressed s most favourable opinion of your
diligenos, punctnality, precision, intelligence and willingness
$0 do your ptmost, My sucpessor in office, whoever he
may be, is certain to owp muoch to pducation, the cause of
which must sherefors b vaturally dear to him. You may
therefore gafely omloulate mpoy his recognising your talenis
#nd acquirements sud bringing yon forward jn the service as
ppportnmtm offer. ] hope you will pursue your ysgal,etudxes
-with yonr gsual perseverance as they bave an imyortant bear-
ing on your fuoture destinies. Your career is only just begun ;

M S bl e
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but I hope it will prove lobg and highly proaperons wnd thiat
you will ere-long have opportunitica to render useful and
distinguished servioe to the State which has educated and em-
ployed you.”

In May 1872, he was appointed to the res-
ponsible post of Tahsildar of Kottayam, he being
the first Graduate who was appointed to that
situation in Travancore. He was then' just 21
yvears old. Though extremely young and alto-
gother new t6 the Revenue and Magisterial work of
a Taluk he justified his selection by the diligence,
honesty and ability which he brought to bear on
his duties. The Europeans of the station which
was the Head Quarters of the C.M.S. in Travancora
always spoke .of him, ‘as the Boy-Tahsildar of
Koftayam.” His old Professor and Principal,
Mr. Robert Harvey, M. A.,.LL. D., F. M. U., was the
first to congratulate him on his success as a
Tahsildar, for he wrote in October 1873:—

“I have long proposed to write a line to you to enquire
Jhow you were getting on. X do not like to loss sight of my
old pupils altogether, and T always heay with especial interest
anything $ouching the welfare of those whose higher studies
T have had the pleasure to conduct. I have not heard from
you direct for a loag time, though, indirectly I have, and it
has given me much pleasure to learn thit the way in which
you are discbarging your duties is giving much satisfaotion.
1 thought I shall like to write you to tell you this, for though
undoubtedly one’s own conscionsuess of doing right must
ever be the highest reward one can bave, still it must also
stimulate us greatly in our endeavour 0 do the right, to
have the sympathy or apprecialion of those whose good
opinion we value.”
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In a public speech delivered on the occasion of a
publio reception given him by his students several
years later (December 1881), Dr. Harvey referred
te Mr. Nagam Aiya thus :—

- Ha had noted with pleasure the references made -in
4he remarks of his friends that evening to truthfulness and
devotion to duty. He had watched with interest and pride,
‘the diligence, conscientiousness and integrity with which
many of his past pupils were endeavouring to discharge
their duties of their various offices. He wag sure they were
making this endeavour under heavy temptations which
probably he did not adequately understand. He was glad to
see Mer, Nagam Aiya, his oldest pupil, there that evening,
His career théy know bad been an bonour to the College.’’ -

The Rev. Henry Baker of Kottayam, the oldest
Missionary of the C.M.S. in North Travancore,
wrote to him in March 1874 :—

‘* I never expected your stay at Kottayam fo be long and I
am glad that your piomotion bas come in the same line of
Ppublic duty you began life in. However, I must congratulate
you and trust God’s blessing will be with you. You certainly
have often been in ditficult positions during the years you
have been here. But you have been enabled to pass through
with much sucoess and credit in every way to yourself. I
wonder often that with such inefficient means, all the various
duties, a Tahsildar has to'superintend, can be carried bn.”

The Rev. J. H. Bishop, late Principal, C.M.S.
College, Kottayam, wrote in March-1874 :—

“Mrs. Bishop desires me to thank you very much for your
kind help and assistance in establishing the Kottayam ‘Hindu
Girls' achool.’ Its future prosperity will be, to a great degree,
owing to yonr indefatigable energy and determination in
overcoming the difficulties a$ its coomencement.”
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His Highness the Jate Mabs Rajah (then First
Prines), writing to Mr. Nagam Aiys in July 1872,
“obaerved ;- ’

“I am in receipt of your Interssting letter. Tis
earnestness and warmth have yery mueh gratified me. 1
do not wonder at the impression which your debuf into
official lifo has produced in you. Every young man of
intelligence, education and good moral principles, must feel
gimilarly, Y well remember taventy years ago, Biz Madhava
Row’s complaining of evils of the same type whea hs was
first appointed Deputy Peishear end was of your age.........l
am sure that your steady prinociples, your zeal and notions
of public justice and morality, will exert a palpable and
salutary influence in due times............While tolerant
to the weakness and ignorance of others, let your own high
character and wisdom be & standing model.”

Dewan Sir A. Sashiah Sastri, X.C.8.1., wrote much
in the same strain, in August 1872, observing :—

*“ The feslings, the impressions and the gentiments con-
woyed in your note are just what were mine when I entered
public lifs, now 25 yearas ago, quite fresh from school and
animated by a landable (at thig distance of time il appears
%0 have been almost quixotic) desire 4o sel everything to
right. ®

. Jp June 1873, the late Maha Rajah wrote to
Mr, T. Ramps Row, C.I. E., Dewan, then Dewan
Peishcar of Quilon :—

- 91 think if you steadily have if in view, youn cag get in
your Division gradually $he best Tedsildars-we have, and

1 fully consider some of our Tabsildars are very woriby. 1
would instance Nagam Aiyaz of Kottayam.”
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About the beginning of 1874, finding that the pay
and position of a Tahsildar in thoss days were
inadequate and uneongemial, Mr. Nagum Aiya seri-
ousty thoughtof quitting the Government Service
and qualifying himself for the Bar. He was to
have settled down in Madras, which then offered a
bright field of usefulness and distinetion to young~
merni of intelligence and ability. Someof his school-
fellows had gond therd and attained to eminence in °
the Bar. With that objeet he took a month’s pre-
paratory leave before .retirement. Just then, the
Census operations were started for the first time in
Travancore, and the then Dewan Mr. (since Sir)
A. Sashiah Sastri, K.C. 8. I., was looking about for a
competent person to conduct t.

On the recommendation of the late Maha Rajah
(then First Prince, Rama Varma, F. M.U.) for whom
Sir Sashiah Sastri entertained high regard and
esteems, Mr, Nagam Aiva wids appointed as the
Travancors Consus Superintendent in 1874. Sir
A. Sashiah Sastri writing to Mr. Nagam Aiya said :—

‘* Having brought o the notice of His Highness the
want of a competent person to assist me in devising and
carrying oub the Rules and Returns for taking a Census of
the population of this State, His Highness the Maharajah
waa pleased to select you for that office, Your salary, while
on this duty, will, perhaps, be something between Rs, 100
and 150. I hope you will be of great service in this special
work, and it may lead to your permanent advancement if
you give satisfaction to His Highness, which I have no
doubt, you will."””
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Sir Sashiah added :—

“I casually learnt from some quatler or other that you
had arranged to take a .year’s leave tostudy Law and pass
the B.L. test. I wish to know how you like the proposed
special employment of you as gaid above, in conneotion with
your plans, and whether you have any objection to being so
employed,”

In his letter of the 17th February, 1874, Sir
Sashiah had already written to him :—

*Do not think you are neglected, This, as you must know,
cannot be whils I am Dewan, and I dare gay you are aware
that His Highness the Maharajah' has a high regard for
¥OU..wiereee... His Highness the First Prince wrote to me re-
garding you the other day in-very flattering terms indeed :**

‘H. H. the late Maha Rajah (then First Prince,
writing to Mr. Nagam Aiya on the 17th February,
1874, said:—

“I have put a word in your favour privately to the Dewan,
but you need not expect much from him or his Royal

Master. I cannot think much o! a Government which is
indifferent to a young man of your stamp and promise.”

This was a turning point in Mr. Nagam Aiya’s
affairs and he altered his plans accordingly.
Mr. Nagam Aiya has ever sinca felt thankful to the
circumstances which enabled him to stick to His
Highness’ service. .Sir Sashiah, one of the greatest
Indian Statesmen of the last century, was one of the
earliest to recognise and to use his own words *‘ to
profit by Mr. Nagam Aiya’s worth.” The acquaint-
ance thus casually begun between the two gentle-
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men, as official chief and subordinate, ripened into
a strong tie of friendship and mutual admiration,
which continued nndiminished for about 3Q years
until the earthly career of Sir Sashiah came to a’
close 10 years ago. Some of Sir Sashiah’s letters
quoted in this Sketch will bear testimony to that
fact,

The Census was carried out with great care and,
ability, and Sir Sashmh in officially reviewing
Mr. Nagam' Aiya’s Report on the Census, wrote :—

_** This able report iteelf will, T am sure, bear testimony
to tha admirable manner in which such & novel work as a
Census has been conducted by & young officer (V. Nagam
Aiya, B.A.) of Hie Highness® own service, borz and educated
in the State, who, in the course of executing the work
entrusted to him, has displayed superior intelligence, great
tact for organising, instructing and controlling & large and
special agenoy which the necessities of the work called for.”

Mr, Athol MacGregor, M. C. S., British Rdsident;
of Travancore and Cochin, in forwarding the Census
Report, wrote to the Madras Government :—

**The results of the Census hava been exhibited in detail

in the very able and interesting report drawn up by the
Superintendent, Mr, V. Nagam Ajya.”

These high eulogies from Sir Sashiah and
Mr. MacGregor were followed by even a higher one
from Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for India
(the late Marquis of Salisbury, K.G.), who observ-
ed in his Despatch to the Madras Government
No. 213 dated 8th February, 1877 :—
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* I Rave also to request Your Excellency 6 eonvey to the
Makarajah of Travancore, my appreciation of the manner in
which this important measure has been earried into eflect
and of the very intelligent Reporf that has been written on
the gubject.”

Thus Mr. Nagam Aiya became early known to
fame and was long looked upon as the coming max
in Travancore. That he soon earned sn Indian
reputation is elesr fromr the following etfract of a
letter from the younger Sir Sslar Jung, K. . 9. 1.,
Prime Minister of Hyderabad =~ -

* Your nams is of dourse well kriown €6 me In eonnection
with the Statd of Travancors, and it would give me muoh
plesstire a¥ auy fatars time to show you om the spot the
methods of administration in Hydernbad whick wers’ mode!-
1ed by my late father,’”

In one of bis letters (6th November, 1875),
to His Highness the late Maharajah, while First
Prince, Sir Sashiah Bastri thus wrote of bim in
connection with some special work Sir Sashiah bad
entrusted him with :—

** I always feel much indebted to Your Highnese for having
brought. Nagam Aiyar to my notice oz I should not have
learut or profited by kis worth which is every day increasing
in my estimation. He does everything entrusted to him
most thoroughly and well.”

On the day of his retirement {rom the Travancore
Dewanship (14th August, 1877}, Sir Sashiah wrote

fo Mr. Nagam' Aiya bimself thus :—

*What opinion I have formed of you, in connection
with the Census which you have conducted so admirably; is
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already on pablic record, and the great confidenoce I have in
your character and abilities has been further shown by my
entrusting you with work of a much more important char-
acter, in the performance of which, I hope you will be afforded
all encouragement and support.

His Highness the late Maha Rajah wrote on the
15th July, 1876 :—

“1 took upon myself fo pen a line about you to our Dewan
and the following I quote from his reply for your inform-
ation :—*The every excellent manner, in which Nagam Aiyar
has done the Census, has raised kim much in my estimation.
He cannot suffer negleot at my hands, He will shortly be
put at the head of the Kandeluthu Department of which s
beginning will be made.’ I may further mention to you thag
Mre. MacGregor, whom I saw on Thursday, alluded ta the
Census Report, which, I believe, is under his perusal. He
asked me who wrote 1t. Feeling at first some delicacy to
mention your name, I told him, the Dewan himself might
mainly be concerned with the paper. But Mr. MacGregor
rather searchingly repeated the question, adding that the
Dewan could hardly fiad time to write so lengthy a paper on
» special subject or have the details of the data at his fingars”
ends. Then I mentioned your name and what opinion I have
always bad of you. Mr, MacGregor asked ‘what ishis name’
and I repeated it. Ha also enquired what your permanent
appointment was, and l.told him that you were Tabsildar of
Kottayam, when you were called to the Capital to perform
special duties. From all this you may augur good pros-
wts ” . - it

Dr. Edward Green Balfour, a former Burgeon-
General of Madras wrote to His Highness the late
Mabharajah (then First Prince), in his letter dated
London, 12th January, 1877, thus :—

2
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‘*I have. been greatly interested in the Beport on the
Qonsus on account of the great extent of roformation
in 1%, all of & navel sharacter, and for the great knowladge of
the English Language displayed inii by the Superintendent,
Mr. V. Nagam Aiyar, B.A.”’

On the 156h December, 1876, Rov. Henry Baker,
Kottayam, wrote thus :—

* T trust you know me sufficiently to be assured that I
most sincerely congratulate you on your appointment as
! Revenue Bettlement Officer.’ T am indeed rejoiced at the
appointment and trust your helpers will be honest and good
men of business. I have had much pleasure in reading the
Census Report. You have been wonderfully successinl. I
hope to aee Mr, Ballard® goon in England and I know he
will be delighted for he thought very highly of you always.”

Meanwhile he had devoted extra hours to the
study of Law, attended the two years' course of Law
Lectures under Dr. W.E. Ormsby, M.A., LL.D.,
Barrister-at-Law, and passed the periodical class
examinations in the subjeets prescribed for the B.L,
Dr. Ormsby certified that *'V. Nagam Aiya, B.A., has
creditably passed the examinations held from time
to time in the subjects prescribed by the Syndicate.”

On the 23rd January, 1877, Dr. W, E. Ormsby,
Esq., M.A., LL.D., again wrote :—

* I certify that V, Nagam Aiya has completed a course of
two years® attendance at lectures in the subjects required for

* Mr.G. A, Ballard, M, C, 8., was then British Resident of
Pravancore and Cochin,
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the B. L. examination, at the Madras University, and that
he has passed the examinations held periodically in the
above subjects.”

He had for short periods acted as Maramut She:
rastadar and Police Sherastadar in the Huzur
Cuteherry.

In recommending him to the -Settlament Super-
intendentship in 1876, Sir Sashiah Sastrx, Dewa.n,
wrote thus :—

* Although this Kandeluthu is a different kind of work
from the Ceansus, still I have confidence l;hat at any rate, st
gprehmmary stage, V. Nagam Aya, B.A., will be able to

justios to it, I beg therefore to submit his name for His
Highness' gracious consideration to be appointed Superinten-
dent of Kandeluthu on a beginning salary of Rs. 150 pex
month (with same travelling allowance as he drew ag Censung
Superintendent).”

In his letter {dated 25th November, 1876), His
late Highness wrote :—

* Permit me to congratulate, you warqlfy on the im-
portant sppointment conferred on you by His Highness
the Maharajah and of which your note has just given me
the very pleasing intelligence.....I am very glad that the ~
Madras Government has given to your Census Report so
fiattering a reception. »

He was promoted to the Deputy Peishcarship of
Settlement in July 188Q. "He owed this promotion
to H. H. the late Maharajah soon after his acces-
sion to the Musnud in J une 1880, His late High-
ness had now known Mr, Nagam Aiya for 10 years
and had always thought highly of him, as_will- l‘;a
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seen from His Highness’ numerous letters quoted
in this Sketeh. His late Highness was known as
the ‘learned Maha Rajah of Travancore' and bis.
high character and scholarship were universally
acknowledged and admired.

In aletter dated 23rd July, 1880, addressed to the
Dewan, the late Maha Rajah observed :—

““If Iwere to make a choice between.........and Nagam
Aiyar, I will certainly seleot Nagam Aiyar. I haveknown him
thoroughty. His intelligence and abilities ave far beyond his
yeats and equally beyond several of his grade. He bas
liberal and enlightened views of public matters. He writes
excellent English, His character for fidelity and $ruthfulness
is above suspicion. Mer. MacGregor, judging from the man-
net in which he carried through the last Census has enter-
tained a high opinion of him....... .Y have alluaded to the
Census and Survey Departments. These may be permanenttly
united in the hands of Nagam Aiyar and a respectable
consolidated pay and respectable title given him. I would
propose Rs. 300 and the title of Deputy Peishcar.”

In connection with this appointment, Mr. Athol
+MacGregor, M.O. 8., British Resident of Travancore
and Cochin, wrote to the Dewan

“T have received your note with reference to the appoins-
ment of Nagam Aiyar as Deputy Peishoar and to control the
Census operations. I think the appoiniment is a most
judicious one, both as to the office constituted and a8 to the

Officer celected.’’

In coungratulating Mr. Nagam Aiya himself
Mr. MacGregor wrote to him on the 2nd July,

1880 :—
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I should have been glad to congratulate you personally on
your new appointment whieh, I consider, one ealculated $o
sécure mach advansage to the public.”

In his memo, dated 26&1 June, 1880, addressed to
the Dewan of Travancore, H. H. the late Maha
Rajah observed :—

* I would name Nagam Aiys, as the Head of the Commit-
tea. I bave known him as s most intelligent and upright
young man of honour and high prinociples. The mavner in
which he carried out the Census work is simply admirable.”

- He was appointed the Acting Dawan Peishear of
the Trivandrum Division in August 1880, 1In
January 1881, he was appointed to act as Dewan
Peishcar of the Southern Division and in September
of the same year, he was transferred again to the
Trivandrum Division, where subsequently he was
confirmed as Dewan Peishcar, and the Royal Neet
or Commission of appointment was given him by
His Highness the late Maha Rajah in May 1883.
He was then the first Graduate-Dewan-Peishearof
Travaucore, as he was the first Graduate-Tahsildar
of Travancore. When 20 years later, Dr. Harvey
congratulated him as Acting Dewan, he wrote to
him thus (February 1903):—

** 1 was pleased po ges your letter a few mails ago announe-
ing that His Highness had been plessed to sppoint you &p
the charge of the Administration during the sbeence of
Mr. Krishnaswamy Row on duty. I presume the charge
carries with is the title. If so, I must cougratulate you op
being our first Dewan as well as our first B.A.”’ -
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When he left -the Trivandrum Division, the
Vakils and inhabitants of Trivandrum, in & public
address presented to Mr. Nagam Aiya in May 1885,
said :—

‘‘ We, the Vakils and inhabitants of Trivandrum, avail
ourselves of this ocoasion of your transfer from this Division
to express our deep veneration and heatty love for you, both
in your private and publio capacities, Of Magistrates, you
are one of those gelect few who possess the rare good for-
tune of being Ioved by all parties and sections of the com-
munity, A Magistrate is rarely an object of universal love.
In every case decided by him there is & losing as well as a
gaining party, and while the gaining party may, perhaps,
speak well of him, the loging party is sure to tax his impar-
tm.hty or discernment. But with regard to you, both the
wxnmng and losing parties join hands in praising you and
blessing you.”

As Distriet Magistrate, he was under the old sys-
%em. the Head of the District Police too, and as such
had often to take part in the detection of crime,
With regard fo one of such detections in which he
took part, His Highness the late Maharajah was
pleased to write to himon the 18th January, 1881:—

** Your Telegram.of yesterday conveyed to me really
gratifying news. You will have received my reply telegram.
i1 am doubly glad+glad that a daring crime has been
brought to light, and glad that complete success has attend-
d tha first important action in an administrative capacity,
©f one for whose selection to the high trust of Division
Peishear I am specislly responsible. That success is a happy
augury. of your future,”
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The Dewan (Mr. V. Ramiengar, ©.5.1.), telegrapheds
**Great oredit is due to you. Prosecute the case to &
successful conclusion.’’

It may be as well to point out here that tha
Division Peishcar nnder the old system was in
touch with every part of the adminisfration and
exercised a wholesome conltrol on all the Depart-
ments of the State—especially when he was an
officer of experience, zeal, ability and unimpeachable
character. He contributed to maintain thé dignity
and high tone of the service which has somewhat
suffered in recent years, owing to the creation of a
number of parallel officers for the different branches
of the administrative work of the Division—resulf~
ing in a considerable increase to the cost of the
staff without a proportionate benefit gained.

With regard to another item of his work, thé
Dewsn, Mr. T. Rama Row, C. I £., F. M. U., wrote
thus :—

*It gives mo the greatest pleasure to convey to you the
thaunks of His Highness' Government for the timely and very
efficient asgistance rendered by yourselves, your officers and
men in putting down the fire which unfortunately broke out
in the Fort yesterday, and which would have been far mote
destructive but for that assistance. They deserve the highest
commendation working as they did in the heat of the day
utterly regardless of personal convenience or safety led by
the example set by youeself. ™

With regard to one of the Public ceremonials of
the State which Mr. Nagam Aiya condudted as the
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Trivandrum Peishoar, His Highness the late Maha-
rajah wrote to him on the 5th May, 1885:—

‘“It is & source of true gratification o me that the
Tulabharam ceremony, one of the greatest religious dues of
my reign, has gone off to the universal satisfaction of all
ooncerned. You have performed your part in it with unp-
remitting assiduity, judgment and alacrity."

Of the Murajapam eceremony of 1057 M. E.
(1881-82 A, D.) which also Mr. Nagam Aiya con-
ducted, His late Highness wrote on 11th January,
1882 :—

** The Murajapam ceremony is approsching to a close,
and it would be amiss on my part were I to let go this ocea-
sion without certifying im this manner to the extreme satis-
faction which its excellent management has given me and
all concerned. In that management you have taken s most
prominent part and the vigilance, discretion and assiduity,
which you have nniformly brought to bear on it have contri-
buted essentially to its unqualified success, and bave fully
fuetiﬁed my long formed opinion of your devotion to publio
duties and your abilities. I heartily wish you a long career
of success in public usefulness of which this is an early
though by no means an inconsiderable instalment.”

The outside reader can form no idea of these
huge feeding ceremonials of Travancore, involv-
ing great trouble and. anxious care on the parf
of the officials concerned, not to speak of the cost
which they entail or the religious importance which
is attached to them by the péople of the State. The
residents of the other coast look npon these
eersmonials only as old=world enstoms unknown in
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their own country and impossible to celebrate in
this iron age. Mr. Nagam Aiya described the
Murajapam ceremony of 1057 M. E. (1881-82 A. D)),
which he himself superintended in one of his official

Reports thug :(—

“ Sineé the narrative of the last Census was written I have
‘had better opportunities of studying the character and ezstoms
of the Malayala Brahmins of Travancore of whom nearly 30
per cent were present in the last Murajapam ceremony ab
Trivandrum. The tidipgs of a new regime inaugurated with
the accession to the throne of His Highness the present
Maharajah who, as Fiirst Prince, wastbeidol of theiraSections;
and the innoocent curiosity of seecing a new Dewan (Honorable
NX. Ramiengar, C. 8 1.) added to the usual attractions of &
Murajapam ceremony brought in hordes of Namburis from all
parts of Malabar. The numbers were unusually large, abouf
4,000 of them were fed daily for 8 weeks. In the last week;
the number daily fed inoreased to 8 or 10 thousand (includ-
ing foreign Brahmins). I roughly estimated that abous
7,25,000 meals were given in all during the whole course of 8
weeks. This gigantic feeding enterprise ig, I think, unparal-
leled anywhere in the world and the arrangements made,
though of a primeval fashion, were nevertheless equal to the
necessities of the ooccasion.

“ We in Travaagcore have no companies like Messrs, Ritter
and Clifford of the Guildball Tavers to arrange for State
dinners as in e¢ivilised England. On such ocoasionsthe
Btate appoints itg own special agencies and I think it may
be said without a doubt that the srrangements, tbongh
gsimple, are nevertheless perfect in their own way. 1t may,
perhaps, be of some interest, were I to attempt here o
five the result of my observation of these Namburis during
the two months of the last Murajapam eeremony, in the
eonduct of which I took s part, for instance, to tell the
outsidé world how these Brahmins bath® and say their
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prayers standiog in knee.deep water every day, how after
ablutiona crowds of them go from the tank into the temple
and sit there in groups for at least 8 hours every morning
teciting without a' fault either in mannet or expression,
the Vedas handed down to them by word of mouth from »
remote and venerable antiquity, to atate what table arrange-
ments are made and how instead of covers being laid
thousands of plantain leaves are spread on the baze floor
from which to eat off, how they sit in parallel lines facing
each other in long and magnificent stone-galleries in which
the vista opens as one walks along; to describe the mesa}
itself whioh is a strictly vegetablediet ; and how fastidious they
are in appreciating the nice differences in the preparation of
the meal as it varies from day to day or from one Murajapam
feast to another, soma veteran eaters among them carrying
their memories back to even the details of the dishes served
half a century ago; what perfeot silence prevails during the
meal owing, I suppose, to the absence of the battle of ‘forks
and knives;’ what contentment sits on the face of thess in-
nocent people after meals, how they spend their afterncons ;
what recreations they like best; when they meet again in the
holy tank for evening ablutions, what Vedie hymn is then
recited, its meaning and object, what respect is shown to
them by the SBovereign snd members of the Royal family, what
money rewards they get during their two months’ stay, how
they go on shopping in the town mistaking brass rings for
gold onmes, their opinions of officers of Btate, their grose
igaorance of the world, and in some cases their unpardonable
excenses, their notions of other castes, their accommodation
into large temporaty sheds in which hundreds of them spend
their nights together without molesting each other, all these
no doubt woald beadditional information not contained iz the
former Report and perhaps not uninterestiog ; but even a brief
description of them,'such as I can give, would take more time
and space thau now Qvailable, granted that the matter will
not be considered foreign to the gcope of this Report.”
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Theé responsibility attaching to the efficient
management of such a cerémonial ecan now be fairly
gauged. That Mr. Nagam Aiya successfully manag:
od this and several other equally importa.nli Sircar
ceremonials is a well-known fact.

During his charge of the Trivandrum Division, he
was entrusted with the duty of carrying out the
Census of Travancore for the second time—a work
which he accomplished with much credit to bimsslf
as well as to his Government, as will be seen from
the following extract from the Proceedings of the
Travancore Government dated 15th May, 1884, in
which Mr, V. Ramiengar, C. 8. L, F. M. U,, the
Dewan, wrote :—

‘* His Highpess notices with satisfaction the energy and
diligence with which Mr. Nagam Aiya bas carried out the
laborious work of the Census entrusted to him in addition to
his ordinary duties as Peishcar of the Trivandrum Division

and resolves to confer upon him an honorarium of Rs. 1,000
in recognition of his services on this occasion."

He had also often been appointed to make
arrangements for the tours, outside Travancore, of
Their Highnesses the present and the late Maha
Rajahs, a work which received fitting recognition
from both of them in the form of flattering letters
and valuable presents of diamond rings, gold wat-
ches, shawls, silks and other tokens of royal favour.
On one of tbese occasions His Highness the present:
Maha Rajah was pleased to write to him thus (7th
‘April, 1888) :—.
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“1 have been desirous, since my return from the long
bus pleasant tour to Bombay, Madras, and otber places to
-express in writiug what I have already expressed to you per-
sonally at Erode, how entirely satisfactory were the arrange-
ments made by you and those acting under your orders for
my comfort and convenience throughout my tour. I know
the difficulties you have had to contend with in making
suitable arrangements in some of the stages. But you have
-spared no pains or trouble in making every thing as comfort-
able as circnmstances would permit. I feel also gratified to
think that baving myself asked you to undertake this duty
that every thing in connection with the tour has passed off s0
successfully. I hope you will wear the ring I gave you at
Erode as a small token of my appreciation of the services you
rendered to me duriog this tour.”

On a; similar occasion, His Highnesa the late
Maba Rajah wrote (Courtallam, 8th March 1884) : —

* My dear Nagam Ajys, X cannot allow this occasion of
my safe return {rom the Rameswaram tonr to pass without
saying a word to convey my entire satisfaction at the srrange-

_inents made all along the ronte under your thoughtful and
able eupervision with the aid of PBritish Officials and your
own sub-agents. I shalllong retain alively and very pleasing
recollection of the whole tour. As & memento of the tour I
Tave to request you to wear this ring, Yours very sincerely,’’

{8d4.) Rama Varma.

On the 15th April 1881, His late Highness

wrote :~—
* My dear Nagam Aiyar, I have despatched by thisday’s
" Anchal-post a seal charm with your initials engraved thereon
and trust that it will reach you eafely. I have to request you
to keep and use it as » memento of cur very pleasant visit to
Ponmudi and likewise as & symbol of my regard $o0 you, I
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trust that you have taken charge of the Southern Division
and continuein good health and good work, Believe me,
Yours very truly, (3d.) Rama Varma,” )

It may be of interest to note herae that Mr. Nagam
Aiya's ancestor (hia great-grand-father) who served
the great Rama Raja of Travancore onece received a
magnificent present of 24 shawls and an ivory-
veneered palanguin, for services rendered in 1799
A. D. against Tippu Sultan, in the Hon’ble East
India Company's siege of Seringapatani.

His Highness the present Maha Rajah wrote
in his letter, dated Trivandrum, 30th July, 1890
thos:—

** You are doubtless aware of my desire to visit Rames-
waram in the early part of the next Malabar year...I feal the
arrangements will not be satisfactory and conducive to my
comfort uuless they are made by yourself in the same
manner a8 they were made for His late Highness......It will
be great satisfaction to me if you could undertake the

management of the Rameswaram tour, As there is nof
much time to lose, I would hke to know your views soon.’”’ .

Again His Highness wrote after the Tour was over,
in his letter dated Madura, 6th December, 1890 : -«

‘ My deaer Peishcar, I am really gratified to hear that
owing to the striot supervision exercised by you. the expendi-
ture of this Tour has beea cousiderably less than that of the
former ons to Rameswaram and every economy bag begn
observed. The result is due entirely to your care, fore-
thought and personal attention to details. The arrangements
have been at the same time perfectly satisfactory in all the
stations, and T have never travelled with more comfort and
ease.”
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In connection with one of the annual ' Onam * *
presents which H, H. the Maha Rajah gave to
Mr. Nagam Aiya, Sir Sashiah Sastri, X.c.8.1., wrote
to himr (September 1900) :—

**It is your good fortune to receive the Onam present from
His Highness’ hands., It is & still greater Yortune to you to
have your cld mother living to rejoice at every good thing
which falls to the lot of an able and virtuous and dutiful
son,’* '

In April 1888, he was promoted to the morse im-
portant Division of Quilon with an increase of pay.
In communicating this transfer to bim, the Dewan
(M. R. Ry. T. Rama Row Avl, C.L E., F. M. U.)
wrote to Mr. Nagam Aiys on 23rd March, 1888 :—

**I hasteu to congratulate you on your transfer to & more
important Divigion with an increase of salary., This iss
substantial recognition of yoar merita and services by our
Bovereign which must gratify you. '’

Mr. J. C. Hannyngton, M.C.S., British Resident,
wrote on the 28th March 1888 :(—

I trust you will like Quilon and have no doubt you will
fulfil with zeal, snergy and ability, the duties with which
you are entrusted.’’

* NOTE. The Sravanam (onam} Starin the month of
Sravanam every year is the birth-day of Maba-Vishnu, and
is celebrated with special rejoicings throughout Malabar
when the Maharajah makes presents of clothes to the Royal
family, to his Officers and dependants, the Landlord to his
servants and tenants, the employer of labor fo bis workmean,
the roerchant to his clerks, and the uncle to all the members
of his household. The clothes are newly purchased ones and
are given as tokens of regard and good-will and vary in value
from 150 Rupeee to 2 annas. C.K. '
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He administered the Quilon Division for & years
with tﬁnoh success and ability and won the golden
opinions of the people and the authorities. In one
of his tours, the Dewan wrote to him thus:—

“1 am much plessed with the progress which Eduacation
is making, and it is very gratifying to observe contentment
pervading the bulk of the people in your Division,”

Again the Dewan telegraphed, ** Government congratu-
late you and those conoerned on the success of the Exhibi-
tion.”

In April 1889, His Highness the vresent Maha
Rajah was pleased to write to Mr. Nagam Aiya :—

“* I have also duly received your several letters about the
‘Dwaja Pratishta’ at Ambalapulay, and also about the results
of your administration of the Quilon Division for the last
nearly one year. Nothing could be more gratifying to me than
to hear that the division under your charge is in such a pros-
perous condition. I know you are sparing no pains in making
the administration alike popular and beneficient to Govern-
ment. I havealso read thestatements you have sent me
from time to time about the revenue collections and other
works since you went to Quilon. They are indeed very satis-
factory and merit the cordial acknowledgments of the Govern-
ment. Yam sure the condition of the Quilon Division will
continue to improve under your care, and it will always afford
me great pleagure to hear of the success of your administra-
tion."".

His old Professor Di. Harvey, writing on the 2nd
April, 1888, observed :—

‘It is & great piep.sure to me to find my old students
advancing in position and a special pleasure when I know
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that this advancement is due to a striet and honorable per-
formance of all engagements public and private....nYou will
forgive the freedom with which I have spoken. You see I
still claim it on the ground of dur relationship of master and
student.’”

The Hon'ble Sir S. Subramony Aiyar, B. L.,
K. C. 1. E.,, referring to the success of one of the
Quilon Agricultural Exhibitions wrote, in September
1888 :-—

T read with great interest your speaches some time back.
I hope this policy of consideration to the wishes and repre-
sentationas of the governed will become an established thing.
T think a very decided change is being guietly effected in
Travancore on lines which cannot but commend itself to
every well-wisher of Native Governments.*’

As Dewan Peishcar of the Trivandrum and Quilon
Divisions he had to make arrangements in connec-
tion with the tours of Their Excellencies, the Gover-
nors, and the Commander-in-Chief and of His Royal
Highness the late Duke of Clarence and Avondale.
This work too received commendation ‘from His
Highness' Government from time %o time. Tho
following extract of a letter from the Dewan, No.
6399 of P, 498, dated Huzur Cutcherry, 20th
December, 1899, speaks for itself :-—

“Iam commanded by his Highness the Mabarajah to
place on record His Highness' high apprecistion of the good
gervices rendered by yoursedl, the Taksildars of Kottarakarai,
Shencotta and Pathavapuram and all those who worked
under you in making the arrangements for the visit of His
Royal Highness Prince Albert Victor, The duaties devolved on
you were of a varied description and the notice given was
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sometimes short, Yet ithe arrangements were carried out so
satisfactorily that they worked without a hitch or break down
anywhere, The illamination of the Residency grounds and
the waterfall at Courfallam were partioularly effective and
attraoted much attention, And when it is oconsidered that
all this had to be done in addition to your ordinary work and
to the duties devolving on you in eomnecfion with His High-
pess the Maha Rajah’s toue to Courtallami and back, the
credit dueis not & little., I have much pleasure in convey-
ing to you chiefly and through you to the Tahsildars and
others who worked under your orders, the thanks of His
Highness’ Government for the excellent services rendered on
this important ocsasion. His Excellency the Right Hon'ble
the Governor of Madras having heard from His Royal High-
ness that he was much gratified by his reception in Travan.
core has written to the Resident desiting to ocongratnlate the
Travancore officials upon the admirable arrangements made
upon this ocoasion under the orders. of His Highness the
Maha Rajah, and the Resident requests me to eonvey to all
the officers concerned this expression of His XExcellency's
satisfaction,”

In October 1887, the Dewan wrote :—

‘“The Government are gratified to learn that all the
arrangements ordered in your Division for the tour of Hia
Excellency the Governor, have been satisfactorily carried
out, and that the journey has been accomplished without a
bitch anywhere, I have much pleasure in conveying to you
the thanks of His Highness’ Governmeut for all the trouble
you have been at in carrying out the arrangements.”

Three years later, the Dewan again wrote :—

* I send herewith a copy of Mr, Rees' work ‘H. R, H. the
Duke of Clarence and Avondale in Soutliern India* which His
Highness the Maha Rajah requests you to kindly accept as
a souvenir of the Prince’s visit to Travancore in the arrange-
raents for which you took a very active part.”

3
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- In 1890, he was for the third time appointed to
conduct the Census operationsof Travancors, with-
out prejudice to his own duties as Dewan Peishcar
and District Magistrate of Quilon. The result of
his labours in this connection is embodied in the
two stout:volumes of hig very interesting Census
Reéport for 1891, ‘containing a mine of information
regarding Travancore and its people. H. H’s Govern-
ment highly commended this work observing in
their Proceedings, No. 5489 M. 1906, dated 18th
Qcfober, 1893 .—

- *This Review is appropriately concluded by acknowledging
the services rendered by Mr. Nagam Aiys; the Commissioner,
whose intelligent direction coupled with his previous ex-
perieace bas contributed mainly to the successfal issue of
the Cansus operations and Government cordially congratulate
him on the resulf attained which, on the whole, is very
ereditable to himself and those assoociated with him in this
important work. The Report itself is highly interesting and
readable and_is all that could be desired. To mark his
recognition of the work, His Highness the Maha Rajah has
been pleased to award to Mr. Nagam Aiya an honorarium
of Ra 2,000.”

This work received commendation also from such
eminent personages as the late Marquis of Salisbury,
the Marquis of Ripon, Sir M. E. Grant Duff, the
Right Hon’ble A. J. Balfour, Sir Edwin Arnold, Mr.
Liacky, Sir S. Subramony Iyer and others who wrote
very .complimentary lettets o him. The late Mar-
quis of Salisbury wrote on 5th September 1894 :—

*I am much obliged to you for sending me a copy
which I have just received and I shall take the earliest oppor-
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tanity of making myself fully acquainted with its contents.
I have a lively recollection of tha admiration with which I
read of the good work that has been done in Travanoora as
exhibited in your first Census Report some 20 years ago, and
it is a great satisfaction to know that under the wise
guidance which presides over its counsels the loyal State of
Travancore has continued in a course of unabated prosperily
sinoe that time,"’

Mr. W. E. H. Lecky, M.A., M.P., (The Historian)
wrobe :—

“ I must thank you very sincerely for your kindness ia
sending me your Census of Travapcore. It is most compre-
hensive and instructive, and I have been reading it with
keen interest. Thae pictures of religious and social life which
you give have particularly struck me and helped much to
make me understand a country where I have never been.” .

Mr. H. B. Grigg, M. A,, C. 1. E., lato British Resi-
dent of Travancore, wrote on 7th November 1894 :——

* My dear sie, Mr. Grose, who is staying with me, hag
been reading your Cansus Report, and would be very glad to
see you, if you find it convenient to call at the Residency
to-morrow betwean noon and 3-30 P. M. Mr. Grose isa
distinguished Oxonian and is brother of the Member of
Council, Yours very truly, (S1.) H. B. Grigg.”

Mr. T. Chellappa Pillai, B. A., B. L., a former
Chief Justica of Travancors wrobe in November-
1894, thus :—

‘' Binco our acquaintance began at Alleppey you have
risen higher and higher and now you hold a position by no
means unenviable. Higher honours still await you. Your
abilities have atiracled the attention of British Statesmen,
and have drawn forth encomiums from them......I was very
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much delighted to read in the papers of the increase to your
pay given by H, H. the Maha Rajah. I am sure you
deserve it and more,’*

Mr. K. C. Bedarkar, Dewan of Indore, wrote on
the 23rd June, 1894 :—

‘*I am glad to acknowledge with thanks the receipt of
two volumes on the operations of the results of the Census
of the Travancore State for the year 1891, The Report is
full of interest and valuable information, and I feel pleasure
in saying that it does credit to the author and the State of
which he is so distinguished & servant.’’

The Rev. J. Duthie, writing of this Census Re-
port in July 1896, observed :—

‘“ By the way, I had the great pleasurs of hearing in a
large meeting of ladies and gentlemen at Kodaikanal, an
American gentleman—a most able and eloquent speaker—
quote with most marked approval yout sentiments regarding
tho value of Mission work amongst the poor. I felt pround
that we had in Travancore an officer capable of uttering—
and with such real eloquence, sentiments such as you have
given expression to. Your words have all been quoted all
over England and the United Btates,””

Dewan Bahadur Sir 8. Subramony Aiyar, B.L.,
K.C.L.E., F.M.U., wrote on the 25th June, 1894 :—
* Kindly permit me to thank you for the Travancore
Census forwarded to me by Messrs, Addison & Co., under
your instructions, I lhave spent a couple of hours over it this
morning and I consider it a most valuable publication doing
the greatest credit to yom as the head of the Census
establishment. After the great commendations it bas received
from the authorities it would be superfluous on the part of
such of its readers as myself to bestow praise on the work so
thoroughly and ably done.™
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fir Edwin Arnold 225, Cromwell Mansions,
Kensington, 8. W., wrote in his latter dated 23d
Aungust, 1894 :—

‘I thank you very siacerely for tha two volumes of your
Census Report which you have had the kindness to send me.
Although very busy I have found time to peruse much of
their contents and I derived from them valuable and interest-
ing information. I offer you my warm eongratulations upon
the original skill and admirable vivacity and perspiouity
with which the voluminous labour has been accomplished.”

The Right Hon'ble Sir M. E. Grant Duff, 6. C. 8.
1., wrole ;(—

*1 have lo thank you very muoch for your valuable
contributions at once to the Government and the eontem-
porary history of Travanocore which I found here after my
return to England. The Royal Historical Society, of which
you are & member, is occupied at present in doing honor to
the great historian, Gibbon, who died & hundred years ago,
and has got up an exhibition connected with him in one of
the rooms of the British Museum. I propose to present to
the Soociety a copy of your Census Report."*’

The Right Hon'’ble A. J. Balfour 4, Carlton
Gardens, S. W., wrote in hia letter dated 12th June
1895 :—

‘‘ Pray accept my very sincere thanks for the very
interesting Report on Travancore which you have been good
enough to present to ma. No scientific observations are of
more importance and value than such contemporary studies
ol customs, manners, &c., as you have just completed,
Their valne moreover is permanent; for they serve as
landmarks for estimating the nature and extent of futurd
progresa,’
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Dewan” Bahadur Sir S. Subramony Iyer, B.L.,
K, C. L E., F. M. U., wrote again on Tth February,
1895 :—

‘I was very glad to find your very able Census Repotts
have received in the highest quarters the encomium they
richly deserve,”

Mr. D. E. Wacha, C. 1. E., Bombay, wrote on the
12th August 1895 :—

+ 4 It is exceedingly kind of you to send me a copy (in 8
volumes) of your elaborate Census Report which I mean to
go through at leisure. But so far as I have glanced at the
contents and the introduction, I find the Report most
elaborate, interesting and instructive, and I congratulate
you on the assiduity and the ability with which it has been
prepared. To find so enlightened 3 Government as that of
Travancore issning such & Census the value of which is
immense, is most creditable to His Highness and his
advisers,”’

The Hon’ble J. D. Rees, C.LE., C.§., wrote from
Ootacamund, in his letter dated 20th October,
1895 :—

"It was a pleasure t6 me to notice the sxcellent work you
have done in reviewing the Travancore Administration Report

and to mention your census Report, from the perusal of which
1 obtained much pleasure and profit.”

Mr. John Tatham Esg., M. D., Statistical Superin-
tendent of Greab Britain, wrote in bis letter dated
81st January 1896 :—

¥ 8ir,~T am desired by the Registrar General to acknow.
ledge the receipt of the following publication:-—Census of Tra-
vancore, 1891, vols. 1 & 2 “ and to express to you his thanks
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for this valuable contribution t¢ the Statistical Library of
this office.”

Mr. Shungrasoobier, C.LE., F.M. U, Dewan, wrote
on the 20th August 1893 :—

** Further, as a record of interesting information about the
State, Government would like to have in stock asmany copies
of the book (Census Report of Travancore, 1891) as possible
for presentation to distinguished visitors, &o.”

The Press of India and England received the
Report in one chorus of praise.

Mr. Rochfart Davies of the Bombay Civil Service
wrote in July 1894 :—

‘‘ Havinog read a review in the * Pioneer’ newspaper of
your most interesting Report of the Census of Travancore, I
applied to my hook-sellers at Bombay for a copy and have
heard ‘in reply that the Repork is mnot procurable there,
In my anxiety to read the entire Report, I take the liberty
to apply to you to put me in the way of getting one which I
wiil gladly pay for, if it is sent by V.P. Post.”

He wrote again in his letter dated 17th August,
1894 :—

“The Review of the Report in the * Pioneer’, was a very
highly laudatory one.”

Mr. Prosanocoomar Ghosal, Dewan of the Sfate
of Mourbhanj, wrote in February 1895 :—

“In the ‘Statesman’ and ‘Friend of India’ I am glad to
read that your very valuable Report of the last Census of
Travancore State hag beea completed and it contains matters
-which will be interesting to read and useful for other State
Offices. I shall be thankfal o you if you will please spare me
& complete copy of your State Reports.”
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Mr. John Adam, M.A., ¥.M.U., Barrister-at-Law,
writing from London 12th September 1894, says: —

“1 should esteem it & great favour if you would cause to
be forwarded to me a copy of your Census Report whick has
been s0 widely and favourably noticed in the Indian Press.”

Highly commendatory notices of the book
appeared in the Madras Mail, the Pioneer, the Times
of India, the Bombay Gazette, the Hindu, the
‘Madras Times, the Indian Mirror, the Statesman,
the Indian Daily News, the Friend of India, the
Athenaesum (London), the Indian Magazine and
Review, (London), India (London), and several
other Newspapers and Magazines. His English
friends have told Mr. Nagam Aiya tbat portions of
his Report have been quoted in the Village News-
papers of England and Scotland. A fow extracts
will be quoted here.

The Madras Mail of 4th July 1894 observed : —

**We have received the Report on the Census of Travan-
core, compiled by Mr. V. Nagam Aiyar, Settlement Dewan
Peishear and Census Tommiseioner. The Report is divided
into 15 chapters with an Introduction, and is, to adopt the
words used in the order passed by the Dewan on it ‘highly
‘interesting and readable and all that could be desired.” To
mark his recognition of the work, the Maharajah of Travan-
cora has been pleaged o ‘award fo’Mr. Nagam Aiyar, an
hoporarium of Rs. 2,000, which in our opinion has been
thoroughly deserved., Not a little interestisadded to the Report
by the fact that it comes fzom the pen of a Nalive gentleman.
To exemplify our meaning we will quote the encomigm on
missionary efforts which appears in the chapter on Education.
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‘By the unceasing efforts and self-denying earnestness of the
learned body of the Christian Missionaries in the country, the
large community of Native Christians are rapidly advancing in
their moral, intellectual and material condibion...civesaenrcecese

‘Those who have directly come under theiz influence, such
as Nativa Christians, have nearly doubled the number of
their literates since 1875, But for them these humble ordera
of Hindu Bociety will for ever remain unraised. Their
material oondition, I dare say, will have improved with the
increased wages, improved labour market, better laws, and
mora gencrous treatment from an enlightened Governmens
like ours; but to the Christian Missionariea belongs the
credit of having gone to their humble dwellings, and
awakened them to a sense of a better earthly existence. This
action of the Migsionaries was not a mere improvement upon
ancient history, a kind of polishing and refining of an existing
model, but an entirely original idea, conceived and carried
out with commendable geal and oiten times in the teeth of
opposition and persecntion. I do not refer to the emancipa-
tion ot the slave, or the amelioration of the labourer’s
oondikion ; for these always existed more or less in our past
humane Governments. But the heroism of raising the low
from the slough of degradation and debasement was an
element of civilisalion ugknown to auncient India, The
Brahmin community of Southern India are not doing to the
lower colasses what the casteless Britisher is doing to them,
The oredit of $his philanthropy of going to the houses of the
low, the distressed and the Qirty, and putting the shouldez
to the wheel of depraved humanity, belongs to the English-
man. I do not $hink tha Brahmins or even the high ecaste
non-Brahmins, can claim this credit. It is 8 glory ressrved
to this century of human progress...the epoch of the bappy
eomming ling of the civilisation of the West with that of the
East." We venture to state that higher praise than this
bas never been bestowed on the Missiopary enterprise in
India, and coming as it does from the pen of a Brabmia
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gentleman it is divested of all suspicion of prejudice of
creed or race, The same liberal spirit is manifested through-
out the whole Report, and Mr. Nagam Aiyar, ever eulogistio
of the Native Administration of Travancore, never hesitates
to award commendation to any system or method borrowed
from British rule if he thinks it deserved........... ......The
present Report ia fuller and more complete than any of its
predecessors and it concerns itselt mof- only with statistics
concerning the population, but describes the country and
details the habits, manners and ocustoms of the people...
svesssreesnns . Here we must leave the Report. It is, as we
have already said, in every respect interesting.”

The Times of India, Bombay, said :—

“Mr. V. Nagam Aiya, the Census Commissioner for the
Native State of Travancors, is a philosopher and & man of
wide reading ; and he has taken the opportunity afiorded by
his taek to strike a blow in favour of that much maligned
institution, the ‘Hinda Home.” Mr, Aiya is right in
thinking that too many authorities in the present day are
disposed to deny that the Hindu has any healthy bome life
at sll...............These speculators have it too much their
own way at present; and we are delighted to meet with a
Native gentleman who will say a good word for the Hindu
home, If he is able to drive home his comparison between
our ideal and his by damaging extracts from Miss-Braddon,
that is, Miss Braddon’s fault. If that accomplished and
versatile author will make an English bride say, ‘I won’t
have a honeymoon at all if I can’é have it at Cheriton.’
can any.one expect & Hindu to listen with that admiration
_of the English oharacter which we would fain believe is
habitual to him? The young lady who bas attracted
Mr. Aiya’s notice goes on tosay, * I want to feel what it is like
to have you all ta.myself in my own place. Godfrey : I shall
feel like a Queen with & slave; I shall feel like Delilah with
Bampson,” This shocks Mr. Aiya much. Woe wish we knew
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bhow to persuade him that it shocks us a little too, and that
young English girls, looking forward to marriage, do not,
as amatter of fact, speak in this way except in Miss Braddon’s
Bovels, But he is after all using weapons we have put into
his hands, and is as much entitled to convict us out of our
books ag we are toconvict him out of his. We make him a
present of this wonderful young woman, and turn with in-
terest to the maiden he contrasts with her, For, says Mr,
Aiya, if the Hindoo home is a reahiy, aud a potent reality,
the Hindoo wife is tha centre of that home, She is not the
goddess of the shrine, worshipped as the English wife is but
she is undoubtedly the main factor there, the central pivo
upon which the whole household turns. She is tha ohief
comfort aud companion of her husband, the dutiful sharer of
Lis joys and sorrows, the only belp of his old parents, the
ready and obliging friend to his sisters and brothers, the
bringer-up of his children, and their preceptor in castie obser-
vances and domestic duties; above all, she is the most
hard-worked and least thanked servant of the household.’
Mzr. Aiya assures us that such a spectacle is not presented by
any other nation in the world.”

The Indian Magazine and Review (London)
wrote :—

** At the data of the last Census taken~in British India &
Census on similar methods was sanctioned by H.H. the
Maha Rajah of Travancore, as also by other rulers of Native
States, A$ Travancors, Mr. V. Nagam Aiya, Dewan Peish-
car, wha had already had experience in this line, was appoint~
ed Commissioner for the occasion, and the ahove two thick
volumes were the result, Tha work involved much aoxiety
and many trying difficulties, although the people of this
Siate, having already been enumerated and scheduled in
1875, in 1881, and even earlier, had less objection than those
in other parts of India to the mysterious process, and there
wad in consequencs no. need.to _enforce the penal clauses
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inserted in the Order.....,..It is evident that, from the fulk
details in each schedule, a valuable smount of information
was received in regard to the social condition of the people.
Mr. Nagam Aiya, with praiseworthy diligence, has construct-
ed outi of the (lensus papers & very complete acoount of the
Travancore State not merely in the form of statistics, bul in
interesting chapters under the different headings that had
been adopted. He has, moreover, given the ground neces-
sary fo enable a foreigner to have a pretty full comprehension
of the faots obtained by the Census, for he fells briefly the
history of the Siate ; describes the general features of the land
and the pecaliarities of dwellinges, Ha also characteriees the
ssots of religion and their beliefs, picturing minutely the
forms of worship; he gives the lista nf the various ocoupa-
tions, some of which are very eurious, and of the 180 castes,
with 578 sub-divisions; and he explains the social lfe,
marriage customs, and educational standard and methods.
The first volume (the second is of statistics only) is most ins-
tructive and readable, There is difficulty in extracting from
such & mass of interesting information.”

The Bombay Gazette observed ;—

“The Report of the Census of Travancore by V. Nagam
Aiya, the Dewan Peishcar of that State, to whose competent
hands‘'was entrusted, for tha third time, the arduous doties
of Censug Commissioner, is one of the most suggestive of the
valuable reports of the enumeration of the people of India on
the 26th Fehruary, 1891, Travauncore has been designated
the epitome of India owing to the remarkable manner in
which every variety of the scenery, soil, and vegetation of
the Peninsulais reprodnced in the ancient Btate, which
constitutes its south-western extremity, This volume con-
sisting of some 800 pages is full of information bearing om
the life, avccations, habits, and ways of thought of a Nativa
Stata, which, as the Census Commissioner observes, was
enabled by its comparative isolation at the farend of the
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Peninsuls, walled in by the ghaunts and the sea to escapd
from fhe worst effects of the waves of invasion which
successively submerged nearly all the rest of the country.
There has thus beerr perpetuated many of the features of the
old Hindu polity which elsewhers were effaced or modified
by ocontact with Mahomedanism. It is to this circumstance
that Mr. Nagam Aiya attributes the superiority which he
&laims for Travancore in respect of the liberty and educatior
of females—*precions relics of the ancient Hindu eivilisation
which have survived in the little Malabar kingdom undimi-
nished unto this day.’ He proudly asserts that through
this cause *we have here more educated women than in any
other part of India’......Nevertheless, the work of the Census
was sucoessfally accomplished, and with a completeness
beyond that achieved in the two previous enumerations...
Nevertheless, the Census work elicited from the Imperial
Commissioner the high praise that it was trustworthy and
eomplete,”

Tbe India (London) remarked :—

¢ The two golid volumes containing the statistics and the
Report of the Census of 1891 in Travancore do marked eredit
to the intelligence and enterprise with which the whole in-
tricate business has been carried out. They testify to the
vigour of His Highness’ administration and to the capa-
city ot the Census Commissioner and the indefatigable
energy of his assistants .......cccceinevenee « The experience
of Me., Nagam Aiya on two previous Censuses has stood him
in good stead on the receut occasion. He was appointed
Census Commissioner only 9 raonths and 10 days befora the
final enumeration, and during that time he has also per-
formed his ordinary duties of the Dewan Peishcar and District
Magistrate of Quilon,........The Imperial Census Com-
missioner himself was the first to greet it as a ' trustworthy
and complete Census.” To all appearance, the recognition is
thoroughly well deserved. The Report is one item in the
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remarkable catalogune of progress of Native States under the
inspiration of Euaglish example, and rivalry with tbe Epglish
achievement. Mr. Nagam Aiya’s Report need not fear to chal-
lenge comparison with any of the Provincial Reports, or
gven with that of the Imperial Census Commissioner bim-
self. It is ample, lucid, and liberally illustrated with
maps and diagrams........ecee.cs...The details in every depart-
ment are of extreme interest, and the historical matter
throws much light on the progress of the country. The
information about castes, tribes, and racea as well as
about oocupations and languages, is of especial in-
terest and valne, The Commissioner and his assistants
bave taken very particular pains on these parts of their
daties, The facts they have given hore, highly impor-
tant as they are, represent only a selection from the
masses of material they accumulated. The information
on casbes alone will suffice for a separate irealise by itsell,
We ghall Jook with impatient interest for the publication of
that treatise, and we trast that not a scrap of fact on the
subjects will be thrown aside as unimportant, We have only
touched on a few outstanding points in this admirable
Report, but we hope we have said enough to send every one
interested in the matters with which it deals to Me, Nagam
Aiya’s most able and valuable pages.”

The Athenacum (L.ondon) wrote :(—

*‘ We have to thank the Census Commissioner of Travaa-
core for a Report on the Census of Travancore taken in 1891,
by command of the Maharajah a¢ the same time and on the
same plan as the Census of India. Itis published by Messrs.
Addison and Co. of Madras, The authorities of Travancore
set up the claim to be in advance of the other Native States
in the accuracy and ecompleteness of their statistics.........The
Travancore Census is extremely interesting........A greaé deal
of information with regard to caste is to he obtained from
it.”
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The Indian Daily News (Calcutta) said :—

‘* Travancors, as seen through the pages of the Govern-
ment Report of the -Census of 1891, appears in singularly
attractive guise. The picturesque nature of its scenery, the
pleasant warmth of its climate and the not infrequent
extreme longevity of its people, would seem to mark it as &
kind of Eldorado—to say nothing of the variety and value
of its agricultural products. Its history, moreover, is not a
little interesting.”

The Indian Mirror (Calcutta) said :—

* Under its ancient name of Kerala, Travancore was

ona of the §6 Kingdoms into which India wag divided of old.
Its existence is traced to the mythological period when.
Parasurama was oredited with having colonized it. Any ac-
count of thiscountry though it may be given 'througha Census.
Report, cannot but prove of immense interest to the Hindu
reader. Aand Mr. Nagam Aiya, Dewan Peishcar of the
Travancore State, who was entrusted with the supervision
,of tha Census of the State which was taken on the 26th of
February, 1891, along with, and on the lines of the Imperial
Census, bas rendered the account considerably pleasant
reading by the interesting, learned and instructive remarks.
with which he has presented the inevitably dry figures. It
is impossible within the dimensions of a single Article to do
justice to the contents of the Report which is composed of
796 pages of closely printed matter—not to speak of the
Appendices which make a separate volume of still greater
bulk.........We now take leave of Mr, Nagam Aiya and his
exceedingly interesting Report, and with the Government of
Travancore to whom he submitted it ¢ cordially congratulate
bim on the result attainel which,, on the whole is very
creditable to himself and those associated with bim im this
important work’,”
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The Hindu (Madras) said :—

“Travancore was peculiarly fortunate in having secured
for the conduct and supervision of its Census operations, the
services of such an able and experienced officer as V, Nagam
Aiya, the Dewan Peishcar of the Revenue Settlement in the
State............This hag been achieved in & manner that re-
flects great credit at once on tha Government of Travancore
and the officer charged with this difficult workand that hag
elicited the warm appreciation of the Imperial Census Com-
missioner, who observed that judging *from the orders and
instructions issued and the system adopted, the Travancore
State seems to have secured a trustworthy and complete
Census.” Wa congratulate Mr. Nagam Aiya on theability
and industry evinced in the compilation of the Report, which,
besides embodying with perfect accuracy and thoroughness
the statistical results of the Census of 1891, isin itself g
mine of information, ectremely interesting and useful,
almost encyclopzdic in its nature, on the physical features,
agricultural condition, history, castes, occupations, ereeds,
education, manners and oustoms, of the two and a
half millions of people that inhabit it. Mr. Nagam Aiya
has considerable experience of the work entrusted to him
as he was in charge of the 2 previous Censuses of 1875 and
1881 and he has so fully utilised the results of the previous
Censuses for comparison and discussion of statistics that
the portion of the Report leaves mothing to be desired.
The statistical portion of the Reoport, which is no less
exhaustive than the descriptive, is embellished with reflec-
tions and speculations of considerable shrewdness and value
bearing on thoe state of the peopls, and Mr. Nagam Aiya’s
method of treatmentand style of writing is so felicitous and
attractive that it lends interest to the driest figurea............
Mr. Nagam Aiya’s Report will ever remain, for the earnest
student of the beautiful country to which it relates, a stand-
ard book of reference having more than a passing or epbeme-
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gal interest and containing an inexhaustible treasury of
valuable information.’*

The Madras Times observed :—

“ For the third time, in 1891, M. R. Ry. V. Nagam Aiys,
B. A, F. R HIST 8, was iatrusted with the conduct of tha
Qensus operations in Travandore. Practice makes perfect, it
ia said ; and the practice that Mr. Nagam Aiya has had has
<artainly helped him to make his Report valuable....,........ e
In achieving spied the Census Commissioner has no
allowed any of the work to be carelessly done The whole
Report; tells of care and diligence, and reflects tha highest
Ppraise on the gentleman responsible for it as well as upon
those who assisted him in its preparatiom........... TS {
-ontaing a wealth of information. The framer’s predilections
for history have caused him to throw in many a bright little
‘bit of comment, and have enabled him fo make the Report
something more than a dry record of statistics It is emi-
nently what a Census Report should be : acourate, comprehen-
give, detailed and yet very interesting withal, from the manner
in which faots are stated.......ss..suse...These, howevez, are
amoung the mos$ valuable portions of the Report. *'

In the early part of 1892, he was elected a Fel-
low of the Royal Historical Society, London. Hae
owed this honour to the good offices of the Right
Hon'ble Sir M. B. Grant Duff, G. 0. 8. 1,, the then
President of the Society, who wrote to him in
his letter dated York House, Twickenham, 25th
November 1892, thus :—

‘ Wae ara delighted to have you as a Fallow at the Royal
Historical Society,”

His Highness the present Maha Rajah wag
pleased to write on the 18th December 1892 ;-
4
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“¥ most heartily congratulate you on being elected =
FPollow of the Royal Historical SBociety, of which such &
distingnished personage ag Sir M, E. Grant Dauff is tbe
President.’’

He had now completed 1‘2\» 'years’ service as
Dewan Peishcar of 8 out of 4 Divisions in Travan-
core, the duties of which correspond to those of a
Distriet Collector in British India. As Peishear,
he had the collection of revenue and had superin-
tendence over all Oottupurahs, Devaswoms, Marah-
mut works, Customs, Abkari revenns, Sait, Tobacco
and other miscellaneous items of the public Revenue
of Travancore, and was besides District Magistrate—
in all of which multifarious capacities he gave satis-
faction to His Highness’ Government. He was often
in charge of two Divisions at a time, and those who
know Travancore well, know also what the addi-
tional charge means. By his great capacity for work
and uncommon perseverance, he rose equal to bhis
responsibilities and won golden opinions from the
authorities anad the peopla all round. On one occa-
gion when he wasin charge of 2 Divisions, owing to
the absence on leave of the Dewan Peishcar of
the neighbouring Division, the Executive Engineer
of the State, Mr. Horsley, M. Inst. C. E., wrote to
him on the 10th July 1887, thus :—

** T must thank you as well as congratulate you on the dis+
posal of so many outstanding references connected with my
work. Thearrear was getting truly mountainous and I canonly
10P6 Mreurrvasrese.Will rermain on leave for some time longer.”
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‘The Dewan (M. R. Ry. T: Rama Row Avl,, C.LE.,
F.M.U.) acknowledged his work thus on the 15th
July 1887 :(—

** I am very glad to peruse your letter of the 11th.instant,
and to learn that you have disposed of a considerable portion
of the arrears of the work in the Padmanabhapuram Division.
This is very creditable to yon indeed, more especially when
it s considered that you have done o much in addition to
your own duties,”

M. R. Ry. N. Nanoo Pillai Avergal fDewa.n of
Travancore) wrote from his retirement in November
1885 thus, of his work as a Magistrate :— -

¥ The jastice done by you on the ‘road encroachment case®
at'my neighbourhobd is such as has had no small tendency

in sacuring the confidence of the people in your impartial and-
sound judgment.”

It is not necessary to add to this record of
valuable testimonials. As Dewan Peishear he took
special interest in all matters that went ta increase
the comforts of His Highness’ subjects, whether in
the improvement of Chuttrame or repairs to wells
and tanks, or the opening up of village roads, or
mending of temples, or the putting up of additional
buildings for the comfort and convenience of travel-
lers, or the planting of ‘avenues, or the founding of
clubs and recreation grounds, or the construction of,
schools, bridges and new roads, the lighting and-
cleansing of towns and villages—in faet all matters
which show a keen appreciation of public needs and
the promotion of public comfort and eonvenience. -
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In August 1892, H. H. the present Maha Raja
promoted him ta the more important offic of the
Dewan Peishcar of Revenue Settlement and granted
to him a Neet or commission of appointment, in
succession to Mr.Shungrasoobier, F.M.U., C.LE., who
was raised to the Dewanship. This is the highest
Revenue appointment in the State, next to the
Dewanship. He held this high office for 11 years
and a half and won the confidence of His High-
ness tha Maha Raja and his subjects by his inte-
grity, diligence and devotion to duty and by the
moderationtnd justice of his Settlement rates which
bave given universal satisfaction. The following
“extract from the Resident's (Sir J.D. Rees, K.C.L.E.,
M.P.}) Review of the Travancore Administration
Report for the year 1069 M.E. (1893-94 A.D.) shows
the esteem in which his work as Settlement Dewan
Peishcar was bheld. The Resident wrote:—

* From this statement it will be seen that considerable
progress was made in the work underall but two heads. It ia
understood to be due partdy to thae efficient control of a large
staff of subordinates employed, partly to the simplification
of the method adopted and partly perbaps to the slight in-
crease in the staff allowed during the year. In any case
much credit is due to M. R. Ry. V. Nagam Aiya, the Peish-
car in charge of the Department for thig excellent result. 1t
was this officer who conduected the Census Operations and
compiled the excellent Census Report of 1891."*

Of his Memorandum on the Settlement of the
Shencottah talug, the following extract from the
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Proceedings of His Highness the Maha Rajah’s
Government may be quoted :—

** The Taluq of Shencottah has been from various causes
considered as needing special treatment. Its land tenures
and faxes, itd grain measures and coins and its system of
acoounts and Revenue administration generally ate peculiaf.
The Settlemant Dewan Paishcar has in the interesting
memorandum read above, gone into the subjects at con~
siderable length and submitted definite proposals for the
orders of Government on important Points....sseseeeses In con-
clusion His Highness’ Govetnment note with pleasurs the
great care taken by the Dewan Peishcar in collecting thé
necessary materials for decision elucdidating the several
difficult points connected with the settlement of the Shen-

cotta Talug.”

From the time of his appointment as Settlement
Dewan Peishear, he was & Member of the Travan-
core Legislative Couneil to which he was repeatedly
nominated by Government, until the time of his
retirement. And be will be long remembered as the
father of the Travancore Hindu Religious Endow-
ments’ Bill, the oaly piecs of original legislation ever
brought befora that Council. He ia, as & rule,
averse to too much legislative astivity, as he believes
that simple societies suffer from over-legislation
more than from want of numerous legislativa
enactments. But when however he was pressed by
the Dewan, Dewan Bahadur Mr. K. Krishnaswamy
Row, O.LE. to associate his name with some
important piece of Travancore legislation, he intro-
duced this Bill and as usual with him hé pub
his whole beart and strength into it until all
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oppogition, to it was overcome and it became law.-
The protection and conservation of the euormoua
temple wealth in Travancore was with him a sacred
daty which commanded his full sympathy and zeal,

and the idea itself was in his mind for several
years before, as he himself explained to the Tra+
vancore Legislativa Council in his ‘first speech of
the 2nd December 1899, from which the following
extracts are here reproduced; as they so ably and.
clearly expound the pitiable condition into which
these -valuable institutions have Ifallen and the
paramount importance of resuscitating them in
conformity with the intentions of their benevolent
donors. Mr. Nagam Aiya said :—

“For_several years past, I havs had it in my
mind that some action should be taken by this
Council for the better protection and management
of Hindu Religious and Charitable Endowments in
Travancore—such as are not already under the
management of the Sircar. But the necessary
ipformafion was not jn -the first place available,
and in the second place it 'was a difficult task, there
being mo British Indian enactment as a guide to
copy from, and thirdly, the needful stimulus was
wanting, until our. President, the Dewan, wrote to
me thus two months ago :— . .

* Sometime ago, you told me that you had an intention of
introducing g Bill in the Legislative Council for the belter

management of Hinda Pagodas and other institutions.
Every day I reoexve oomplamts of mismanagement of
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private Pagodas, Now there is no written law “empowering,
apy authority to assume management and prevent  waste..
Neoessity for legislation -on this subject is becoming very,
pressing.’

“That T have had this question in view for many”
years past, will be clear to the Council from the
following extract of a letter, which I wrote four’
years ago, to an official member of His Excelleney.
the Viceroy 8 Council. I.wrote to him thus:—

* During the $ime you sit in the Supreme Legislative ;
Council, I wish that something would be done fo the Reh-
gious Endowments of British India. They represent vasﬁ
wealth, most of which is fquandered away. They should be
conserved and regulated discharging the trust which the
British Governmen$ have inherited from their predecessors
fmthfully to some extent, at least, -hike what the Native

Btates do with regard to similar endowments within theu:
territories,’

*To which he replied on 15th January 1896,

*I have little hope of being abla to effect an jmprovement
in the administration of Religions Endowments, but it is a
most important subject,’

“In the result however, the condition of the
Hindu Devastanoms throughout the British Indian
Empire, I regret to observe, remains in the same,
unsatisfactory state still, or as the Madras Govern-
ment wrote in their letter to the Government of
India, No. 78, dated 26th May, 1894 :— '

‘It is unnecessary to disouss the Yuestion whether the-
existing law embodied in India, Act XX of 1863 is sufficient
forthe purposes for which it was designed ; that point was

gettled more than twenty years ago, nnd every year merely
adds to the syerwhelming masa of testimony to the inade-
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quaoy of the law and thé necessity for the speedy application”
of a radioal remedy. Not ig it essential to narrate in detail
the history of the efforts which this Government has made to
meet the wishes of the Hindu community, which views
with the utmost dissatisfaction the well-nigh unrestricted
opportunities for peculation afforded by the law to those who
are entrusted with the administration of the great wealth
belonging to the numerous feliglous institutions in the
Presidency of Madras.’

“T will not trouble you now with the details of
the Bill T propose to introduce, the object of which is
only to enable Government to take power to interfere
in the management of such institutions, whenever
in the interests of such institutions themselves,
such interference is called for; but on the present
occasion, I will address myself to two important
points in connection with the question, viz.

(i.) Whether Government may interfere in matters

of this kind, and

(ii.) Whether if such interferends is unobjection-

able, there "is any 7eal need for such
interference.

“* In reply to the first question, it will be admitted
oh all hands that it is the duty of Government to
interfere in the case of these endowments and
protect them from the wholesale misappropriation
and shameful mismanagement, now going on, in
direct contravention of the intentions of the origi-
nal grantors of the endowments, and further, that
in regard to religious trusts, it is the duty of every
Government$ to protect and safeguard them, and
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fully promote, as much as possible, the benevolent
and charitable intentions of their donors.

* For this purpose, it is not necessary to invoke
the aid of ancient Hindu or Roman law-givers, a3
the prineiple itself has been again and again fully
admitted and practised in more recent times. I will
quote the following words of Sir T. Muthuswami
Iyer's Hindu Religious Endowments’ Committee of
1893, a Committes composed of the then best native
talent in the Madras Presidency, which succinetly
describes the relationship that existed in India
between the Rulers and these institutions, in the
Hindu, the Mahomedan and the early British
periods of Indian history :—

‘Tnder Hindu rule, the Rajahs exercised through their
officers real and direct control over all religious institutions-
and end>wments, Many of these institutions had been
founded and endowed by their ancestors, and most, if not all,
of them continued to receive periodically pecuniary contriba-
tions from the 8tate. Xvea under Mahomedan rule, this
duty of the State was not completely ignored. Except during
periods when veligious intalerance was st its worst, the
Mahomadan Rulers of India considered it expedient to make
somg provision against the deserioration or decay of Hindu
Temples by negleot or peculation, and in some instances
even added to their endowments. Under British rule, there
was for many years no ensciment or regulation bearing on
the managemeat of Hinda temples. Regulation VII of 1817
had the obvious iuntention and effect of oontinuing and
maintaining the policy that had been in vogue under Hindu
aad Mahomedan rulers. Not ouly was there a distiaok recog-
nition of tha principle that it was a duty incumbent on
Government $o keep a strict watoh over religious trusts and
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endowments but practical effect was given to this principle
by the exercise of efficient and stringent control over the

management-of Hindu temples, through the instrumentality’
of the Revenue Officers of the State. From 1817 to 1842

there was general satisfaction that Hindu temples were being

properly managed, and that the danger to temple funds
being misappropriated by the managers had been reduced to;
& minimum. The supervision exercised by Government
over the management of Hindu temples during the period.
referred o was one of the many acts by which Government

endeared itself to the hearts of its native subjests.’

" *The principle wag distinctly admitted in the
preamble to the Regulation VII of 1817 itself, which
recited :—

' Whereas oconsiderable endowments have been granted
in money, or by assignments of land, or of the produce,
or portions of the produce of land, by former Govern-:
ments of this country, as well as by the British Govern-
ment, and by individuals for the support of mosques,
Hindu temples, colleges, and choultries, and other pious
and beneficial purposes; and whereas there are grounds.
to believe that the produce of such endowments is,
in imany iostances, misappropriated, contrary to the inten-
tions of the donorg, to the personal use of the individuals in
immediate. charge and possession of such endowments ; and
whereas it is the duty of Government to provide that all
such endowments be applied according to the real intent and
will of the grantor ; and whereas it i3 moreover expedient to
provide for the maintenance and repair of bridges, choultries,
chuthrpms, and other buildings which have been erected, "
¢ithar at the expense of Government of iadividuala for the
use and convenience of the publia the following rules have
been enacted.’

“Though thé British Indian Act XX of 1863
repealed this excellent Regulation there isa spirit of
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reaction again setting in now, in favour of aiding in
the management of Hindu Temples and endowments
in the minds of the British Government itself—as I
gather from the following extract of a resolution of
the Madras Board of Revenue, dated 8th _September
1893, No. 524 on the Bill submitted by Sir T.
Muthusami Iyer's Committee ;— R
_‘The real cause of the present unsatisfactory state of
things ia the strict policy of non-intervention in femple
management which Government has adopted for the last
half.century. But so long ago as 1876, the Government
of India receded from the position of rigid non-‘intér’er-
ence originally tdiken, up and went so far as to observe
with reference o a proposed Central Temple Committee
at Madras, that ‘1t would probably be better that the
members should be appointed and removed by Govern-
ment.” This observation is equally applicable to the local
Committee mow proposed ; and though the present Bill,
contains provisions for nomination of members in part by
Goveroment agency, 1t is defective ia not providing for théir
removal except under s. 7 or by suits institinted by peraons.
interested, The Board would remedy this defest by accept-
ing &nd aoting upon the principle laid down by the Govern-
ment of India and would accordingly suggest- (1) that the
Tocal Government should take power nader the Act to remove*
membera of the local committees for such mismsnagement,
or other misconduct as, in its opinion, shows them to be unfit
to administer the endowmeants; and (2} that the Collector
shduld also be empowered, on complaint made by {say) six or
more persons qualified to be elected members of commuttees,
to enquite intothe working of any Gommittee, and if necessary,
to recommend to Government the removal of any member
or members for notorious wrong doing or for negleot of duty.
The Board is however fully convinced that the control of
local Officials holding influential and responsible positions
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is absolutely necossary and that it is inevitable that Govern.
ment through oue of its Departments, should interfers in
the matters above referred to. The Board would however
leava the Bench undisturbed and exercise the necessary con-
trol through the ordinary administrative machinery ot the
Revenue Department.’

* Sir George Campbell, a former Lieut.-Governor
of Bengal, writes in his ‘' India as it may be’ :—

‘I think that all such endowments should be supervised
by Government, that the conditions of tenare should be
distinctly registered, that their fulfilment should be aunually
ascdrtained, and that Government should retain a power of
putting them from time to t{ime into proper hands, and
when necessary, redistributing the funds.’

*The Ceylon Government has a very complete
ordinance, providing ‘for the better regulation and
management of the Buddhist Temporalities in the
Island,” according to which clear and detailed
rules are laid down for the conduct of trustees, the
checks upon them by District and Provincial Com-
mittees, powers to suspend and dismiss Trustees,
and in some cases for subjecting them to criminal
prosecution, thus showing a very considerable
difference in the treatment of temples and their
funds from what the British Indian Government
has recently adopted in the Indian Empire. This
ordinance is No. 3 of 1889.

“In our own country, the principle has been again
affirined in the Royal Court of Final Appeal, Case
No. I of 1062 M.E. in which our learned President
gat as Chief Justice. It was held in thab case, that
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the Sircar has the power of mf.erfermg in the affairg
of public Religious institutions, under the control of
hereditary trustees, in cases of gross neglect of duty,
or misconduct, and of assuming the management of
such institutions, without recourse to law, if that
course is necessary in the interests of such institu-
tions. In the course of the decision, the Judges
observed :—

‘ Wa are ot prepared to hold with the learned Judges of
the High Court that the Government, in the first instagce,
are bound to seck the aid of the Civil Courts, to exercisa
this power. Any member of a communily to which s
religious institution belongs, has the power to remove even
an independent heredilary trustee with the aid of the Civil
Coerts. (LL.R.I! Bom. p. 27; IIL Al p. 636 and LL.R,
Vol. VIII p. 63). Reason points to the conclusion that the
Goveramen$ which is parens palriae must possess higher
powers than those of its subjects. We think that the
executive on beiog satisfied of the existence of strong
grouods for its interference, may assume the manage-
ment of publiec trusts without prejudice to the rights of
the aggrieved parties to obtain redress for wrongs com.
mitted upon them l§y an appeal to the Judicial iribun-
pals in du2 course of law. The best interests of public
trosts require that the Government ehould possess this
summary power. If it is obhged to remove by suit every
defaulting trustes, the consequence would bé very serious
to the interests of the religious institutions—For instance,
if divine eervice is discontinued in a Hindu'shrine held
in great veneration, the seriows consequences 'that result
therefrom, cannot, from a veligious poiot of. view, be
remediod by any velief granted by Courts; and prompt
action wonld be necessary to secure the oontmuons per-
formanoce of service. Who should take such sction? None
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but tha Goversmrent wan be ualely entrusted with the powee
of interference on emergent cccasicns. The positios of the
Government demands that every presumption ahould be
madein Isvour of the fairness and justice of their proceedings.
The parties sguricved by any unwarrantied or usjust aetion
of she execuliva caw cblain redrees by Cival sclion.’

It is thus clear that it is the duty of the State
o look after these endowments and regulate and
control them from time to time, their welfare being
thus made an object of its econstant care and
solicitude. I will go further, and say that it ia not
only the duty of ths Government but their interest
as well to regulate them, for in times of famine or
general distress, these endowments, if well managed,
will beeome sources of enormous help and might
enable Government to tide over difficulties otherwise
jnsurmountable.

* The next point for consideration is whether there
is in the present condition of private Hindu temples
and charities of Travancore, any real need for such
Government interference as is countemplated, snd
whether the present trustees and managers of thove
institutions are not themselves alive to a sense of
duty and responsibility, so as to make enquiry into
their condition by Government an unwelcome inter-
ference and s wholly superfluous and gratuitous
fask from their point of view? In answer to this
question I ean boldly say that Government intarfe-
renoe is absolutely essential,

* One of my valued correspondents, in suggesting
a full inquiry writes  there is, no doubt, a prevailing
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notiop that religious and eharity endowpeents have
heen mismanagad by private agencies.’ 'The rqsull
of my :bést enquiries gobs to show ihat the pre-
vailing notion is well-founded in the opinioh of
private gentlemen as well as some of qur best I'peil.‘
who have seendifferent branches of the publicservice
and who have moved closely with the people,
Eving in their midst, and eoncerning themselves in
their affairs, their interests and theit aims, and
knowing from very considerable local knowledge
their wishes, their difficulties and their short-
comings. These gentlemen who hava favoured me
with replies to my queries om the subject, are
unanimous in declaring that mismanagement and
malversation of temple and charitable funds'are
the rule, while the faithfy} and henest fulfilment of
the benevolent intentiong of tha original donors as a
saered duty, is the exeeption, Permit me, therefore,
to quote some of their letters whiech will satisfy
the Council how real the evil is and what banefal
effects it has produced and will produce on the
population, if unchecked, mot to speak of the
blight which it will lead to and ehill all light and
warmth from the hearts of future donors of pious
and beneficial endowments, if any, in thisage. I
havo ne doubd thag yew will come ta the sanclusion
that legislation is necessary.

One of our most experienced officers, a gentleman
whq 'has served in the Revenne, Police and Judicial
Departoents of the Publie sarvica, writes :—
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™1 beg 4o inform you that Iegislatxon is necessary to pro-

tisot private Hindu' temples and other 'charitios......eessssess
By.an, att }iké the one you propose, you would be doing
a gorvice $a {he country.and to the cause of charity by put-
ting down endless malversation of useful and valuable funds
a0d the Imgat:on consequent upon it.’

)\

4 Apother pf our high officers writes :—

N " ch‘h ‘beipg the case it becomes véry necessary that such
pbaritaple .funds and institutions have.to be placed on s
s.wsfnctory, fpotmg by introducing proper management,

guaranteemg to csrry ogt the object of the charity...

Hénce® arises the obligation on the parh of the Government
to frbmd ‘such laws and regulatlons for the proper manage~
ment 'of the institutions throughou$ the State and te carry
out a3 much a8 possible the'intention of the donors.’

4.4 Qne’ of our' most experienced Tahsﬂdars. now &
first elabs’ Magistrate, writes :<—

¢ "fThe Govenment not having a direct interest in the
matter ahd the existing law being defective, there seems to
be no check against the malpractices in respect of tbe
ttust property and odnsequently the evil is growing day
bx day. "The, nominal interference qf the State under the
{n‘moiple that the sovereign is the protector of all charities
doés not carry the desired effect. Measures for the proper
bonduect of the misappropriations, should be adopted. £,
thergfore, .think;that legislation ony the subject is highly
fecessary

A retired' Eddcational officer of ripe experience
and great knowledge, wrifes 1=
Unlegs Government interfere in these temples and regu-
ate, "thexrr aBﬁlm. t,ho arrange;nenys mada by the peopls
hébelves bfom time to time will be fhever satisfactory, ss

oan well be' deéri frond the presant’ condition of these temiples’.
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*“ Another of our retired officers, but young and
highly educated, and a former member of this Ceun-
<il, writes :—

* Considering this fact as well as the extent of the pro-
perbien concerned and of the proportion of the general
population whose prosperity ia closely conhected with these
properties, I have no hesitation in nrging that the Legisla~
4ure shoyld lose no time in providing an instalment of its
help for the protection of these Devaswama.’

* One of our Judges writes ;—

‘1 may assure you I am satisfied thal legislative inter-
ference is imperatively called for, for regulating the adminis-
tration of these endowments.’

* Another experienced Judge writes ;:—

‘To be brief, the evidence adduced in several cases that
came before mae relating to the Devaswams and their endow-
ments for the last 24 years, has convinced me that most of
the Ooralens and the Samudsyams have rendered thomselves
quite unfit to be the trustees and managers of the Devas-
wams, and that it is hopeless to expect that the interests of
the several sacred temples can be properly safeguarded
by them who allege freedom from responsibility to any
-one but themselves.

‘It is very seldom that the devotees and worshippers of the
religious and charitable institutions avail themselves of the
wholesome provision contained in section 511 of the Ciwil
Procedure Code.’

“One of our Noblemen in North Travancore
writes :— .

‘1 think it highly desirable that we should by legislative
interferenca put a stop to the misappropriation of the temple

funds.’
5
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“ One of our best Munsiffs writes :—

‘In my opinion, legislation on the subject is necessary
and I have on several occasions mentioned the desirability
of the Government making at leastsome provision for the
better management of private charities to some of my
friends and even to the late Dewan.’

* Another experienced Munsiff wntes —_

* I am, therefore, in favour of a Bill being introduced in
our Legislative Council for affording proper protection and
management of the affaira and the funds, partioularly of the
private Hindu religions and charitable institutiops.'

“ A third Munsiff writes:—

‘1 think with others whose opinion Ihave ascertained,
thaf Government should extend its protecting arm to remedy
such state of things. It recognized the principle in Colonel
Muanro’s time bub in giving effect to it, it selected those
temples which while their support would not entail apy cost
on it, would be a source of public revenue.’

“ A young and energetic Tasildar writes :—

*I think a Regulation for the protection and better
management of all religious and charitable institutions both
public as well as private is necessary.’

“An exprienced Vakil of South Travancore

writes :—

*On the other hand it must be admitted phat pothing
will go straight, if there is not some sort of Government
interference. Our people are mot sufficiently edacated to
regulate the autonomy of their institutions and if anything
is rotten, those interested have neither the will nor the
inclination fo set matters right” ... ... ... .. .. ..
¢ 1 thaerefore submit that Government interference is neces-
gary and legislation must be resorted fo.”
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“ A Manager of one of the Brahmin Jenmis, near
Trivandrum, wiites :—

*If Government were pleased to undertake the 'supervi-
sion of thase temples, not only will the anarchy at present
prevailing in them disappear, but the original intention of
the donors will be properly fulfilled, malversatton of
funds be removed and" their properties will morease, the
temples themielves repaired, thus resulting 1o prosperity and
reputation to the people, the donors and the Government.’

“One of my Assistants (Revenue Settlement
Department), writes thus :—

* As regards question No. 1. vis, whether there is any con-
siderable misappropriation of private temple funds or mis-
management of pri¥te chamtable endowmerts, I feel no
doubt that Pagidas which are exclusively managed by prn-
vate individuals are not the models of what they ought to be
in the view of their original founders. ... ... . aee
¢ Abuses in these endowments often arise from a Iew causes.
The most prominent of these are mismanagement by incapa-
city, fraud and lack of interest in the temple affairs, ... ...
e wse wan o I, therefore, sum up that a reform is urgently
called for to place them on a satlisfactory footing and that
the formation of Local Boards with ample exeoutive powers
and subjeot to the orders of the state would be a means %o
obviate existing evils,—’

“ A very intelligent Supervisor in the Settlement
Department writes :—

* As the present condition of these temples and the chari-
ties is unsatisiactory and matter of general complaint as
shown above, an enactment for their preservation and im-
provement i3 absolutely necessary and will give to the
people at Jarge greater satisfaction than all other regulations
conserving public interests,’
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“ Another intelligent Supervisor also writes :—

‘ The management of all Publio Charities should at once
be assumed by Government. Regarding private charities if
the donors sa desire in writing, Government may take them;
or if the family of the donor be large and if its members
quarrel amongst themselves and consequently mismanage
the Charity, Government can, after inquiry and proof,
mterfere.’

‘“ A retired Tahsildar of ability and experience
writes :—

* I bave mentioned here only the names of & few temples
and Samubathu madoms which are on the high road to ruin.
I believe that a close examination will show that more than
& thousand private temples and cb&ntﬂale institutions are in
this miseratle condition. There is sufficient reason to infer
that the present ocondition of the management and con-
duct of such institutions is rotten and unsatisfactory and
that such a state of affairs greatly affects the public well-
being and advancement of the Hindus. The people are
graduaally growing more selfish ; 8o no one troubles himself
about the common weal, If Government also remain
silent, the interests of the publio at large will be wholly
unprotected.

‘ Thug the charities are not only not properly managed,
but they do not remain evep in name; and in these days
most of the people are indifferent and devoid of all love of
charity., Hence if » regulation be passed enabling Govern-
ment to assume melkoinma over and to regulate the conducs
of, these charities, the private charities above mentioned ag
well as those incorporated with the temples having Elut.hx-
theervai such as namaskarams, (Kalkalukcchoothu) will
thrive well; if not, there is no likelihood of their proper
conduct and better .preservation, We say all this from our
own personal experience.’
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It is not necessary to trouble the Counecil with
the names of the temples or charities where, at
present, management is declared to be very unsatis-
factory in the opinion of my correspondents, who
have porsonal experience of them. It is enough to
state that every important endowment whether of
tomple or charity is torb by dissensions amongst
the managers, or disfigured by litigation in the
Civil Courts, ’

" Before eoncluding I will say one or two words
on the maguitute-and importance of the interests
at stake. The State had no concern with the
management of any temples before the vear 987
M. E., when the landed properties of 378 temples
were assumed by the State and the management
taken over. 1171 minor femples whigh had no
property were also assumed either befors or at that
date. The expenditure, establishment and the
routine of ceremonies, rules of management, all
were settled for these 1549 temples on this occasion
by Col. Munroe, the Dewan-Resident, on a perma-
nent basis. DBut this number, 1549, represents only
a fraction of the temples of the State. Acecording fo
the census of 1875, there wers returned 9307
temples' throughout the State. Deducting the
number under Sirkar management (viz., 1549), we
get T758 temples beyond the pale of Government
management,. That iz 17 per cent. of the tolal
temples of the State are under Government manage-
went while 83 per cent. are oufside it This number
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is exelusive of ‘' Kavoos’ and ‘Thekkathoos’ of
Malayali houses whose number is legion. Lieute-
nants Ward and Connor give 22,900 ‘religious temples
and places of worship’ independent of churcbes,
Musjeeds and' Synagogues. But in the statistical
tablé appended to their report, one of the ¢olumns
under which alone 15000 are returned, is temples,
and groves dedicated to minor divinities? The
groves and Thekkathoos have been excluded in the
census, and hence the difference belween the two
results,

“The praperty owned by these 7,758 temples is
also vast. According to the settlement of 1012,
which comprised only a settlement of garden lands,
these: private Devaswams owned 54,155 gardens
tax-free. The temples within the boundaries of
Adhigara Olivu and Desa-Olivu tracts are excluded
from this ealeulation. The assessed rental of these
54,155 gardens came to 79,496 Rs. It can be
safely estimated that the present assessment on
them will eome to one and a balf lacs of Rupees.
Multiplying this sum by 25, we get the figure 37
and & half lacs of Rupees—the capitalised value of
those gardens. The paddy lands of the same may
be estimated to be worth about 60 lacs of Rupees
—in all, the Tanded property of the Devaswams
whose welfare it will be the object of this Bill to
promote may beput down as worthI crore of rupees.

“ The moveables of these temples may be valued
at one-third of crore, excluding the buildings almosg
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all of which are indifferent stages of decay through-
out the country. These are the properties known
o the public accounts before 1012. Properties
purchased gince then in the name of those femples
-or properties dedicated to them, or to other chari-
4ies before that date if paying Sirear tax, cannot
be discovered from the Sircar accounts. These
also will swell the property of these institutions.
It may not be far wrong if I estimate that the
total value of the endowments meant to be dealt
with is about 2 crores of Rupees. I, trust this will
give the Council an idea of the magnitude and
importance of the question we are dealing with. .

*“If you permit I shall introduce a Bill at an
early date. With regard to its scope, I will
only state that it is intended to be very limited,
that Government seeks no profit by the proposed
legislation, that the well-being and prosperity of
the institutions are our only aim, and the satisfae-
tion of the public on best reward. No radical
<hanges are contemplated, no vestéd interests will
be rudely disturbed. Dishonest managers will be
watched and corrected. Honest trustees will bae
belped and encouraged. In every way, the inten-
tlons of the original donors wxll be followed and
{fulfilled. ”

In his speech six months later, (June 1900), Mr.
Nagam Aiya added :— X
“ With your permissien, Sir, I will offer a few
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remarks in introducing this Bill. My initial difi-
culty has been the absence of an authoritative piece
of British legislation on the subject, which would
not only have considerably lightened the labours
of a member of this Council undertaking a similar
measure here, but would have created in the minds
of random critics a sense of respect and responsibi-
lity and thus ohviated a deal of needlass and reck-
less criticism, It ‘will, I trust, be patent to the
Council that the Bill has been the result of consi-
derable labour, thought, and consultation. The
public have been taken into confidence and no
pains have been spared to canvass their views or
henefit by their local knowledge and experience ;
but nevertheless I fear the Bill is not sufficiently
immuned from the attacks of crities of sorts, coming
from all points of the compass. There is nothing
however stranga in this. It is the common lot of
those who are engaged in the refreshing work of
putting things to rights, or as one who holds a
foremost place amongst the original thinkers and
word-painters of this century said: * If no other
happiness is to be had, the mere war with the
Lord of Decomposition, the old Dragon himself,
St. George’s War, with a princess to save and win,
are none of you, my friends, proud enough to hope
for any part in that battle '

“One class of critics I can summarily dismiss from
consideration, though unfortunately they cannot be
included in the upeducated portion of our population.
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These are the critics who have been favouring the
public with their objections and remarks on the
Bill, several months before the Bill itself was framed
and published. As their views are nob founded on
the provisions of the bill, but on pre-conceived
notions of what it might confain, no explanations
can bo given to them here, nor do thev deserve any.
But there is another class of crities,by far the largest
portion of thoss whom the bill will affect, who
entertain entirely wrong notions of the object and
scope of the measurs, who fancy that this Bill is
conceived in a spirit of opposition to their vested
rights, and whom it is therefore our duty and interest
to correct and conciliate. In the following remarks,
I will endeavour to remove their misconceptions.

* There is yet another class of critics, the vast
majority of our population, who form the cestuz
qus trusé as it were of those endowments and are
directly interested in their welfare and benefited
by their proper administration. They hail the
measura with delight and have weleomed it as glad
tidings of great joy. These good folk tell me that the
gods in temples enveloped so long in mist and gloom
under the baveful influence of malevolent planets,
are now approaching their day of deliverance and
are about to enter the period of prosperity known in
popular langusge as ‘Sukaradesa.” The sympathies
of this large class of peoplo are with us and are a
source of strength and encouragement fo the pro-
moters of this Bill. The opinions of experts‘I
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quoted in this council 6 months ago in my prelimi-
pary speech, faithfully reflected the views of this
large section of the public.

“To Government itself, the tack undertaken is
only a labour of love. It is not a question of fiscal
policy or acquiring new rights. Legislative sanction
is now sought for an undoubted right which Goyern-
ment already possesses and which is inherent in it
a8 parens patrie of its people. No well organized
Government can divest itself of responsibility in
the matter of the administration of publie trusts,
in which so immense a quantity of wealth is
involved and upon the proper administration of
which so much of the publie welfare depends. The
judicial tribupnals of the country have declared such
to be the right of the Government, and the legisla-
ture is now invoked to ratify the case-made law on
the subject.

* The case-law has already been referred to in my
preliminary speech, and will be touched upon only
briefly here, before proceeding to the Bill itself.

“In No.1 of 1062 of the Royal Court of Final
appeal, it was held that the Sircar has the power of
interfering in the affairs of public institutions under
the control of hereditary trustees, in case of gross
neglect of duly or misconduct and of assuming the
management of such institutions without recourse
to law, if that course is necessary in the interests of
such institutions-—In the!the course of the dicision,
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the Judges observed :—* We are not prepared to
hold with the learned Judges of the .High Court
that the Government, in the first instance are bound
to seek the aid of the Civil Courts to exercise this
power. Any member of a community to which a
religious institution belongs has the power to re-
move even independent hereditary trustees with the
aid of the Civil Courts (I. L. R. 111 Bom.; page 27
111 All, page 636 and T. L. R. Vol. VIII page 63).
Reason points to the conclusion that the Government
which is parens patrie, must possess higher powers
than those of its subjecte. We think that the exe~
cutive, on being satisfied on the existence of strong
grounda for its interference, may assume the man-
agement of public frusts without prejudice to the
rights of the aggriaved parties to obtain redress from
wrongs committed upon them by an appe‘al to the
Judicial tribunals, in due course of law. The best
interests of public trusts require, that the Govern-
ment should possess this summary power. If it is
obliged to remove by suif every defaulting -trustee,
‘the consequence would be very serious to the inter-
osts of religious institut.iops.

* This power declared by the Highest Court in
the land to belong to Government is now taken
under S. § of the Bill. The cases in which Govern-
ment may assume management of an endowment
under the Bill are detailed in that section. Except-
ing the most dishonest and the most reckless trus-
tees or managers, no one can take exception to the
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conditions imposed by the section. 8o far as the
interests of the present Managers of the endow-
ments are concerned, the grounds for the Govern-
ment interference and assumption of management
are most reasonable and fair. Gross bpegligence or
misappropriation of trust funds has been the raison
detra for Government interference in the past, a
eustomary law which has sinee been recognized by
Courts and is now made the basis of action for the
present Bill. The other cases pointed out in the
section are equally valid grounds for Government
interference and action, viz., where an application
is made in that behalf by the trustees or donors,
where Government already exercises a partial con-
trol in the management of the endowments by the
appoinbmgnt of certain officers or servants in them
and lastly where Government has succeeded to the
right of management wholly or in 'part by reason
of escheat of trustees.

* The propriety of these conditions being taken
as justifying grounds for Government interference
and assumption of management will, it is hoped,’
receive universal assent. But I have heard it
stated, to my great surprise, as a dogma of whab
I should designate as fashionable ignorance, thab
Government institutions themselves are nof perfect,
that Government management of their own temples
and charities are not unexceptionable, that Govern-
ment management of the religious and charitable
endowments comprised by this hill will not be a
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panacea for all ills, that the present management
by private bodies -of these institutions is very
oxcellent and should be taken as models for Gover-
ment officers to follow in the management of Sircar
temples and Sircar charities. It would have been
hard for me to believe, knowing as I do from long
personal experience the condition of Sircar temples
and non-Sircar ones, I say impossible for me
to believe in the possibility of such a statement
being made by any one acquainted with the country,
if I had not actually heard and seen such statements
made to me by some of my correspondents. Pause
for a moment to consider what is the real condition
of Sircar managed institutions and those managed
by private bodies. Take any temple assumed in
983 M. E. by Colonel Munro, the then Dewan-
Resident. There was a sottloment of gardens in
993. M. E., Another in 1012 M. E,, and a full
gottlement of gardens and lands now going on
throughout the State, since 1060 M. E. In almost
every case, the rental of the properties of every
endowment has increased by either 25 P. C. or 50
P. C. or more. The properties themselves are
intact and are increasing in value -every year.
They are in the hands of ryots regularly paying
dues to the Devasvams, as upon Government lands
to Government itself, and fhere is no likelihood
in all human probability of either the properties or
the rental disminishing in value in the near future.
But on the other hand take any temple ‘managed
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by private bodies. In the majority of eases most of
the properties have been alienated, sometimes the
michavaram—rents bave been sold and even the
right of trusteeship itself is mortgaged or heavily
encumbered. The collection of the rents is a tardy
and eumbrous procedure requiring the aid of eivil
Courts and hence seldom satisfactorily done, anad
where the tenants are honest and law-abiding, as is
often the case in our country, the rents if paid, do
not reach the temple coffers, as they are generally
divided between disputing ooranmakars or the temple
trustees and servants. ‘The ceremonies in such tem-
ples are never gone through systematically or regu-
larly. There is no fear of check or control. The
public opinion of the village is ineffectual. The
temple doors ars seldom open, and nivadyoms and
poojas are defunct. Even the officiating santicaren
is not paid bhis wages. Sometimes the temple
propertics are attached by Civil Courts and sold
for payment of servants’ wages. As if all these
were not sufficient evil unto the day, there
is the element of wrangling and strife, continu-
ally going on between the managing trustees,
and a constant stream of litigation flowing into
Courts, both of which causes ac% as a permanent
drain upon the temple revenues. I have in my
hand a list of 51 temples and charities in Travan-
cors, owning much wealth where mismanagment
and deterioration of the kind depicted above have
been going on for years, and it is the opinion of
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well-informed people that the condition of these
institutions will be past rescue if Government action
comes too late,

“Oao the other hand what is the worst thing that
can happen in a sircar managed institution ? Some
petty peculation within the sanctioned ‘ Paditharam
(dittom) of the day’'s or monthly expenditure. I
do not mean to say that it would not be better if
such peculation and ecorruption were altogether
abolished from our temples and charities but such
perfection, however, is seldom reached in human
ingtitutions, or as the Hon’ble A. Sashiah Sastriar
wrote in the Travancore Administration Report
of 1048 and 1049 M. E. (Para 485) : ‘It is impos-
sible all the world over to prevent abuses creeping
round charity institutions whether they be in the
pature of Iazarettos, hospitals or poor houses{chut-
trams). Though the Oottupuras are primarily intend-
ed for the relief of the poor and way-worn travellers,
they have come in some cases to be regarded as
feeding houses for the poor of a resident population.
This of course, is abuse of an otherwise useful insti-
tution, and abuses, though every meastre should be
taken to correct and keep them under, would not
surely justify their extinction.’

“I will illustrate the truth of my statement :—
Take one of the Ooralma temples in the neigh-
bourhood of Trivandrum, the Trivikramangalam
Devasvam, for instance, a lovely shrine on the banks
of the Karamanai river, known to me since boyhood.
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It owns propertios in the Talugs of Trivandrum,
Neyyatunkarai and Nedumangad, and according to
the kariasthan of one of the Ooralans there, its total
Ayacut revenue per year is about 2,340 parahs
of paddy, 400 fanams, and quantities of ghes, cocoa-
auts, plantains, cadjan (ola), ete. Out of this
Avacut tota), the temple has now lost almost 900
parahs of paddy, owing to disunion, laches and
neglect of its Ooranmakars and servants, the collec-
tions pot exceeding 400 parahs of paddy per year,
or 60 per cent. of its annual dues. Oub of the
balance. of 40 per cent, remaining uncollected every
year, 21 per cent. i3 more or less permanently
lost to the Devasvamis as that proportion of the
miichavaram dues has been either mortgaged or sold
in satisfaction of Court decrees. When we go
deeper info the details of the transactions, we shall
find that the trustees of the temple or their karias-
thans have directly or indirectly some interest in the
mortgages created or brought about the Court
sales of the Michavaram and Jenmon right. An
alienation of a michavaram of a Deyasvam Trust is
a8 serious a matter as the sale of our Goveroment
taxes would be in us for the purpose of raising 5
fund. Will any one now ask for more proof of
mismanagement than this? And yet, numberless
instances of a similar nature exist throughout the
State.

“#'ake per contra a Sircar managed. temple, say
ths Kalakuttom Devasvam in the Trivandrum Talug.
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Its former revenue is shown in the account as
2,885 parahs of paddy and 655 fanams, per year.
According to the present settlement, the revenue
of the temple is 2828 parahs of paddy and 1147 fan-
amag, f.e.,aless of 57 parahs or 3 per cent. in paddy and
an increase of 75 per cent. in garden money.—Take
all the 26 Dovasvams of the Trivandrum Talug
together, the old revenue was in kind 21,388 parahs
of paddy and 13,140 fanams in gardens. Aeccording
to the present settloment the paddy amounts to
18863 fanams or an increase of 43 per ecent. The
loss in paddy, it must be remembered in these
Sirear Devasvams, is due to an equitable settlement
of rates on the wet lands and nob to mortgage or
sale of michavaram or jenmom rights, Is is useless
to press tho argument further, as the comparative
condition of the two sets of institutions, Sircar
and non-Sircar, managed is very widely divergent.

"1t cannob be doubted then, that (overnment
interference is both justifiable and necessary, and if
it were at all desirable toadd farther testimony to the
weighty evidence already presented to this Council
on the point, I beg to refer you to the following
opinion of Sir Alfred Lyall who has made a life long
study of Indian questions. He writes :—" The im-
mediate authority and close supervision of a
monarch over the powerful religious interests with
which he has to reckon at every step is a matter of
political expediency, not an affair of doctrine or
opinion, but a recognized duty of the State.” This

6
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salient prineiplé received emphatic support at the
hands of the Madras Government in their letter
No. 73 of 26th May 1894, in which they observed :—
“ His' Bxcellensy the Governor in Council has no
hesitation in expressing the opinion that the policy of
severing all connection between Government and
the religious institutions of the eountry which was
enunoiated’ in 1839, given practical effect to in the
following three years and invested with legislative
authority in 1863 was a grave error.”

“I am aware that the Government of Irdia hold
g, different opinion. In their order of 7th February
1900, they disallowed tha Devastanam Bill sub-
mitted by the Madras Government on the ground
that it departs from the principle laid down by
the Government of India in their letter of the 7th
Septembar 1894 and still maintained by them.” It
is not for us to question the wisdom of the policy
of the augast Government of India as laid down in
that despateh, or to controvert the arguments which
have found favour with them for sticking to their
lbng-formed resolution of striet non-intervention in
the managerment of the religious institutions of the
pation ; but I need not say mora thap this, that
this Hindu Government of Travancore are manag-
ing certain Hindu rteligious and charitable institu-
tions, that thig Bill simply seeks the extension cof
the benefit of the existing policy of the State to
other institutions suffering from neglect or mis-
management.: No departure from any established
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usage or principle of this Government is intended.
There is no analogy, therefore, between what wasg
attempted to be done in British India and what this
Bill proposes to do.

“ In conoluding these remarks, I beg- to point
oub that it is only an enabling measure that is
wttempted here, under which Government may act
48 necessity arises ; let ns hope that the necessity
may never arise for Government interference under
this law, that erring trustees will take the hint and
administer the’important and valuable endowments
under their charge with an eye to their prosperity
and the welfare of the beneficiaries under the trusts,
that the honest and well-conducted trustees will
see in this piece of legislation a recognition and a
reward for their past meritorious services and a
legislative commandmsnt to their neighbours to
follow their noble example and do likewise, thaf
the souls of the departed donors may rest in peace
in the satisfaction that their beneficence is main-
tained and perpetuated, that future benefactors
might feel prompted and encouraged to follow in
the wake of the illustrious dead and belp their
lesser countrymen, in the firm confidence that
trusts once created will remain, intact and cared
for, for all time to come, and that thus the general
prosperity of the nation might develop and increase
in every way.”

The Bill, as was to be expected, received a large
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share of public attention both in and out of Tra-
yancore.

Mr. T. Chellappa Pillai, B.A., B.L., late Chief
Justice of Travancore, wrote from Jaffna, on the
18th December 1900 thus : —

* I have no hesitation in saying that it ia one of the
most useful measures ever bronght before the consideration
of the Travancore Government. I myself felt the necessity
for one and made a draft in 1054 M. E. but could not carry
it through. I trust that the Legislative Council will recom-
mend it to the most gracions Sovereign with such amend-
ments as their wisdom might suggest.’

He added :—** Mr. Nagam Aiyar has at great pains done
:whab # Royal Commission in England did in 36 years at »
cost of £240,000 (17 Jur. Part IF, p. 113). Any further
enquiry will, I think, be & mere waste of time and money.
Mr. Nagamayyar's enquiries have elicited the fact of gross
abuses prevailing in many of the temples,’*

In connection with this Bill, Mr. Nagam Aiya
had to inake a series of speeches in the Council, not
only to explain the scope and objects of this new
piece of Legislation but also to meet the strong
opposition and misapprehensions, which it evoked
both in and out of the Counecil, and his speeches
attracted notige on account of the ability, eloguence
and scholarship which characterised them. The
measure however received warm support from
eminent authority.

To Mr. Nagam Aiya’s power of public speaking

. even as a young man, Dr. Harvey his old Bchool-
Master and the Principal of H. H. the Maharajah's
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College, had borne the following high testimony
September 1872 : —

1 have a very high opinioa of his abilities angd have had
frequent opportumities of judging of them elsewhere than
the Class., For some time he was a member of & Debating
Society hera which I was in the babit of attending. I was
often struck with the clearness and pointeduess with which
he expressed his thoughts, and the intelligence and good
sense which they displayed. I have every reason to hope
that he will still do his best zealously to cultivate these
qualities.”

In the same letter, Dr. Harvey testified to the
success of Mr. Nagam Aiya’s collegiate and early
official career in the following terms :—

‘I bhave much pleasure in certifying that V. Nagam'
Aiya was under my tuition for one year, while preparing to
pass his examination for the Degree of Bachelor of Arts,
which he passed successfully.

‘*His attendance was most regular, his diligence
emplary, and his behaviour gentlemanly...ccccneineerenns

** His services, I know, were highly appreciated ia the
first post he held, and as a proof of this he has lately bean
promoted to the more important one of Tasildar.

*‘T bave never seen or heard anything that would
lead me to doubt he was a young man of integrity and prio -
ciples.”

The Hon'ble Sir S. Subramony Iyer, B.L.., K.C.LE.
wrote on the Bill, in January 1900 thus :—

‘* I need scarcely say that we are very much interested
your forthcoming Religious Establishments® Bill. I shou
not only like to read your speech which is sure to baa #
able one, but also any other 1mportant paper on the m
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after the Bill becomnes Law. We are hoping that the example
to be set by Travancore will make us to press for similar
legislation here,*’

In October following, he again wrote : —

I read the speech in the newspapers with pleasure, I
would say very little as the question bas been so fully dealt
with by you. I am glad to learn that a Travancore Gazetteer
is to be written by you. Many that know your great capacity
for such literary work will ook forward with eagerness for
the completion of the book.”

In his letter dated Nagercoil, 26th December
1899, the Revd. J. Duthie wrote :— .

** May you long be spared to render great service to the
Btate. Your recent action in the Legislative Council is
fraught, I fully believe, with much good, All power to
your arm.”’

Of a former Bill before the local Couneil, in refer-
ence to which Mr. Nagam Aiya made a singularly
able speech, he received the following complimen-
tary letter (dated 24th June 1896) from Revd.
J. Duthie, L..M.S., the oldest Missionary of Travan-
core, who had resided in it for about 45 years.
Mr. Duthie wrote :—

“'Will you just allow me to send you a line of sincere and
warmest thanks for what Mr. Osborne reports to me was a
noble speech of youra at last meeting of the Legislative
Couneil, when the question on which the Missionaries memo-
rialised came on for. discussion. Except yours mot a voice
was raised, I am told, on the side of all that makes for true
progress in the Btate—Liberty and Justice, Religious toler-
ation and freedom to the subjecta............¥eb ik is left to
yourself—a gentleman of another faith o make this bold
stand for what you judged to be right and justice and alzo
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what is for the honour of Travancore itself ........,..meantime
the member who had the manliness,~~the courage-~the fear-
lessness to stand alone for the right and the truth shall have,
forall time to come, a warm place in. our regard and
esteem.’’

The Venerable Archdeacon,J. Caley, wrote on i;hp
6th July 1896 :—

“1 am certain that if you .were empowered to draw up a
Regulation, you would do it in such a way that not & word
would be raised against it.”

The speech in the Council which received these
encomiums may be quoted bere with advantage as
showing Mr. Nagam Aiya’s courage of convictions
and independencs of thought. He said (20th’ June

“1896) :— '

‘I donot wish to vote on this guestion. I will make
bowever a few observations in support of my poution I
consider it unnecessary to legislate on the matter just at
present. The time is not yet come for legislation. There
seems bo be perfeot accord on one point betweea my learned
friend, the mover of the Bill, and the Christian Missionaries
whose feelings have been embittered by the proposed legis-
lation, ma., that, until now, there has been np collision, no
strife and no bloodshed in the country for want of legislation.
The reason, however, of this perfect peace, and concord
between the different religionists in Travancore is not, in my
004 M. B,
1854 D."
to which reference has been made in the caurse of fhe debate.
That Royal Proclamation issued 67 years age,by the then
Maha Rajah of Travanocore, then barely 16 years old, con-
tained in it words of wisdom and tolerance, 8o charactenstic
of this ancient Government. His Highness therein 1aid

view, the existence of the Royal Proclamation of
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down with perfect impartiality and an equal eye to all his
subjects that, though ba was anxious that their religious
worship should proceed according to thelr respective persu-
asions and consciences, it was however his wish that no new
place of worship, whether Hindu Temples, or Christian
Churches or Mahomedan Mosques, should be built in his
kingdom without the previous sanction of his Government.
T admire the perfoct impartiality of this 0ld Proclamation.
It was exceedingly creditable to the boy—bIaha Rajah, who
issued it, But, gentlemen, lawyers found out long ago that
this Proclamation contained no penal clause in it and that
it wag therofore a perlectly innocuous document. The
knowledge of this defect in the law came of course to the
people also, soon after it was knowP to the lawyers, 8o you
may rest assured that whatever may be the reason of the
existenoe of peace and good will between the different reli-
gionists in Travancore, it was certainly not owing to the
existence of this innocuous Royal Proclamation, It is now
proposed to streugthen this Proclamation by adding a penal
clause to it and thus make it operative. I say that the
necessity for deing 50 has not arisen. Wherr it does arise
will be time enough for us to take action, Then it may be
proper to attach penalties for the infringement of Govern.
ment orders. Until then we should not move. This is why
I do not wish to vote on the guestion to-day.”

With regard to another section of the Penal
Code in the same day’s debate he said on the sub-
ject of offences against the Maha Rajah’s person :—

* I fully agree with Mr. Bensley. Thissection is unneces-
sary. His Highness the Maha Rajah is already well protect-
ed. The person of the Sovereign is holy, Divine respesct
is paid to him. This is the estimate formed of His Highness
by His loyal populations. It is therefore practically impos-
sible that His Highness could be ‘assaulted,’ or * wrongly
restrained,’ or ‘wrongfully confined,’ or *hurt’ in any other
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conceivable manner. There is not the slightest danger.
Wo need not therefore legislate on this point. For the
same reason, I oppose the amendment to the section also.
I am sure my friends in the Council will graot that I am as
loyal and devoted to His Highness the Maha Rajah as any of
them here.”

Returning to the Hindu Religious Endowments’
Bill, Mr. R. C. Datt, 0.L.E., (Late of the Bengal
Civil Service) wrote :--~

*‘ Your very able speeches—and especially the speech of
June last are exhaustive and thorough, and leave nothing
to be desired. You have acted in a statesman-liks manner
in ascertaining the wishes and the concurrence of the peopls
before proceeding in the matter. I do not wish to go into
the details of the Bill, but I cannot conclude without adding
one word in appreciation of the very commendable modera-
tion with which you are proceeding, You make it olear that
the Travancore Government only seeks to exercise power in
case of necessity, andthe hope that you express that the
necessity may never arise for Government interference in
any case, is the most admirable thing you have said in your
very admirable speech.”

The Right Hon'ble Sir M. E. Grant Duff wrote
on the 22nd August 1901 : —

** I ought ere this to havethanked you for your kiod letter
and for the three speeches on your Endowments. I think
they would bave done honour to any Legislative Assembly
with which I am acquainted —so clear and full are they in
statement, 8o cogent in argament, so skilful in presenting
the case they desire to establish. I congratulate you moss
heartily upon them.’’

Sir A. Sashiah Sastri wrote in May 1900 :—
‘* I read with much admiration your speech in the Legisla-
tive Counail of Travancore on the Devasthanam Bill for the
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iatroduction of which you wure applying for permission. It
puts the whole question in as plainly a way as possible and
geems to be almost an answer to Lotd Curzon's arguments in
the Governor-General’s Legislativs Council.”

Again in February 1901, Sir Sashiah wrote :—

*‘ I have received your letter of the 12th and the Procee-
dungs of your Legislative Council on your Devasthanam Bill,
The latter I have glancel, yo-read through and found that
the debates were worthy of any Legislative Council in India,
especially your Introductory speesh and reply, both of which
T admire 28 reflecting much eredit, vast research and lucidity
of expression.’’

Again he wrote on ona of Mr, Nagam Aiya's sub-
sequent speeches :—

‘I read with admiration your spzech in your Legislative
Council. It would have done honour to any Legislative Body
whether in India or elsewhere, Iam proud of you. Your style
always superior, has now become mellow,~elegant, no,
a:loquent.”

In September 1900, the Hon’ble C. Jambulingam
Mudaliar, M.L., C.LE., wrote ;—

‘* The extent of corruption and degeneracy in the whole
atmosphere of the institutions in such cases, far outstrip the
corruption and decay in the institutions, whers the supervis-
ing committees formed under an Act of the Legislature main-
tain the semblance of control and subordination, powerless
though they may be for much good work, One of the richest
temples in South India whose sanctity attracts devotees from
all parts of India, and the plunder of whose wealth by its
ascetio-trustee formed the subject of interesting Criminal
trials in recent years, is an instanos of the kind. I have no
peraonal acquaintancs with the state of Religious and

-
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Charitable institutions in Travancore and know nothing
aboat their control and management, But from the speech
delivered at the introductioan of the Bill, I gather that they
divide themselves into two classes, considered from the point
of view of theic arrangement—those under the direct super-
vision of the State and those without any supervision
whatever, but under tha absolute management of the
individaal trustees. Taking she information afforded in
the speach of Me., Nagam Aiyar, I find a faic parallel in
Travancore to what obtains on the East Coast, as o the
ocondition and management of the two kinds of institations

The State-supervised temples of Travancore are said
to be infinitely better in condition than the other sort
of temples and charities. Temples and charities in the
Madras Presidency are said to have fared well when they
were under the supervision of Government under the Regula-
tion of 1817, Thetemples and matts under the uncontrolled
mansgement of individual trustees on the East Coast have
their parallel in the institutions of Travancore which Are now
intended to be brought under contrel. Judged therefors from
past experience whether in British India or Travancore, an
efficient supervision and control over the management of
trustees seem to be essential to keep them st-aighs ...... A
close adherence to the forms and models of British Govern-
ment in all matters, without considsration of subjects and
circumstanoes is nos by any means esseatial to the progress
and well-being of Native States. I fally appreciate the force
of reasoning in the following sentences of Mr. Nagam Aiya.
*The Hindu Government of Travancore are managing certain
institutions, that shis Bill simply secks the extension of the
benefit of the existing policy of the State to other institu-
tions suffering from neglect or mismanagement. No depar-
tare from any established usage or principle of this Gov-
ernment i3 intended, There is no analogy therefore batween
what was attempted to be done in British India and what
this Bill proposes to do.” I would go further and say that
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even if the Hinlu Government of Travancore were not
already managing some such institutions, and they now
contemplated to assume jurisdiction for the first time, they
would be within the sphere of their proper functions, as they
would be acting in consonance with the best and time-
honoured traditions of all Hinda Governments.”

Mr. V. P. Madhava Row, B.A.,, C.ILE., Senior
Councillor and Revenue Commissioner, Mysore
State, wrote on 4th April1901 ;—

* I made it a point to read your speech in the Legislative
Council and some of the other speeches also. They were inter-
esting and afford an object-lesson to other parts of India,"’

In a recent letter H. E. Sir Arthur Havelock,
Governor of Tasmania; wrote :—

* T have looked over your speeches on the subject of Hindu
Religious Endowments in Travancore. During my tenure
of office in Madras, the matter of the administration of the
temple property came prominently under my notice, There
was a strong consensus of opinion that the existing machinery
for managing the property was inefficient, The result of the
enquiry, made both by reports and cotrespondence and by
personal investigation was thaé there existed a strong and
wide-spread desire among the people, that the Goveroment
should, by legislation, endeavour tolprovide means for reform-
ing the condition of affairs, It was represented to me that
action of this nature on the part of the Government would
be in harmony with practice and tradition in tbat part of
India ; for 1t seems certain that it bad been one of the func-
tious of Native Rulers to govern and direct in religious affairs.
Under the:e conditions the Government of Madras were
anxious to moot a measure for improving the management
of the temple property., The Government of India, however,
were not satisfied of the soundness of the policy. advocated
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by the Government of Madras ; and our proposals therefore
came to nought. Ifthe conditions of Travancore resemble
those in the Madras Presidency, and I conclude that they do
80...I am personalily of opinion that legislation such as that
introduced by you is desirable.”

His Exoellency was pleased to add :—

‘‘ 1 have a most agreeable recollection of my interview with
you at Trivandrum in October 1897, You were one among
many able and thoughtful men, whom it was my privilege
to meet in Southern India."

The Bill afterwards received the approval of the
Madras Government, and the publis of Travancore
therefore owe Mr. Nagam Aiya a deep debt of grati-
tude, for as the Madras Mail remarked :—

' On the whole, the Regulation may be said to be a dis-
tinct advance on the practice hitherto prevailing, and if pro-
perly-worked and applied, it ought to prove effective in check-
ing misconduct in the administration of these important
Trusts. In a Hindu Native State like Travancore such legis-
lation is happily more feasible and proper than it is consi-
dered to be apparently, in the British Provinces of India.
But even in these latter there is ample justification for
further legislation of some kind to reform abuses, and amend
the law that has been proved so defective in preventing
them,”

On this,Mr. Rao Babadur C. Jambulingam Muda-
liar, B.A., M.1.., C.LE., wrote in October 1903 :—

** I was very happy to read in the papers that the Bill over
which you spent 8o much labour and time has been approved
by the Madras Government. It is an achievement for which
one can feel legitimate pride and satisfaction. It will no
doubt be very beneficial in the Province where it will operate.
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1 value it more for its indirect effects in that it sets an
example to other Governments in India and especially tothe
British Indian Government, whose .timid and indifferent
policy in the name of neutrality, in the matter of our social
and other evils has contributed in no small measure, to the
perpefuation and accentuation of most of the evila that beset
our society. All the great reforms in the early daya, of the
British administration were helped and effected with a con-
siderable amount of Government support aod wise and
timely legislation. Bome such incentive to progress seems
necessary to Indian people, and it is refreshing to see that
enlightened Native Governments such as Travancore, Mysore
and Baroda now and then demonnstrate how such measures
eould be appropnately dealt with, I wish youract to ruo &
long and useful career.”

The Bill was finally passed by the Travancore
Legislative Couneil at its sitting of the 5th Decem-
ber 1903, when Mr, Nagam Aiya summed up the
whole eourse of legislation in regard to the matter
in the following words : —

“The Bill in its present form coutinues to be a potent
agent for remedyiogthe ills we had in view, I mustempha-
tically tell them that the original objects of the Bill have
all been attained ; that what we have adopted is a compre-
hensive instalment of legislation sufficient to protect ail
the valuable Hindu Religious Endowments in the country ;
that while the provxswn to assume management i all cases of
misappropriation, malfeasance and gross negligence has been
given up, power has been takeu instead to exercite such
_superintendence over the Endowments as to secure the same
object without causing the unpleasantness incidental to
assumption, and I bave myself repeatedly informed the
Oouncil that assumption is not our object but only the
prosperity of the trusts and the well-being of the beneficiaries.
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That the supsrintendsnce providel will be effective \y?ll be
clear from the fact that power is taken to dismiss wicked
trustees when such an extreme step becomes necessary......
Power has also been taken to eall for inventories of jewels
and vesselg and other temple properties and fo secure them
against malversation or misappropriation: fo call for and
scrutinize periodical statements of accounts and to go into
every necessary detatl of administration regarding these

Endowments.”’
-

The Dewan-President Mr. Krishnaswamy Row,
C.LE., at the conclasion of the day’s Proceedings
remarked :—

*“ The real object of these measures is to induce those who
come within their scope to discharge their dutiex in the
manner expected of them by their intelligent, level-headed
and disintereited countrymen and neighbours. It the trus.
tees of the Religious Endowments work with half the spirit
that animated their pious founders, and if journalists edit
their papers on the exemplary lines on which the Madras
Mail is conducted, the coercive and penal provisions of these
two enactments will be & deal letter, The movers of these
Bills (Messes, Nagam Aiya and Raja Ram Row) are veteran
officers of this State, and they yicld to none in the know-
ledge of the needs of the country and in their solicitude for
the protection of individual rights and liberty. The great
body of adverse oriticism evoked by these measures especially
the Religious Endowments Bill, naturally led, as rightly
observed by Mr, Nagam Aiya to the closest sorutiny in the
gelect Committee and in Council of their provisions in all
their details and to the introduction of several important
amendments to safe-giard the interests of the parties likely
to be affected. A careful study of these Bills, as now passed,
will convince unbiassed critics that the Council has spared no
pains to protect private rights as much as possible.”
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On the day he bade farewell to the Travauvcore
Legislative Council (27th February 1904), Dewan
Bahadur K. Kiishnaswamy Row, F.M.U., C.LE.,
Dewan (President) referred to Mr. Nagam Aiya's
Endowments Begulation thus :—

On the perusal of the proceedings of this Council cJnueot-
ed with the much contested Religious FEadowments' Bill
introduced Ry our friend, Mr. Nagam Aiya and carried out
successfully, a very competent authority complimented the
Council on the high level of debate maintained by the official
and non-official members, The Council has fully justified
its establishment under the auspices of H. H. the Maha
Rajah, who, with his characteristic foresight and solicitude
for the public good has provided the Btate with a regular
constitution for enacting laws.”

Mr. Paul Knight of the Caleutta * Statesman’
wrote to Mr. Nagam Aiya on the 9th August
1900 :—

* If they should have the effect of inducing the Govern-
ment of India to re-consider their attitude towards the
proposal to adopt similar legislation in British India, the
example you have set in Travancore will have borne excellent
fruit.”

Mr. T, Vedadrisadasa Mudaliar, the retired Judge
of the Travancore High Court and the G. O. M. of
Travancore wrote to Mr. Nagam Aiya, on the 12th
December 1903 :(—

““I gsaw the Procaedings of the Legislative Council and
was delighted to see the Bill has passed through all the
stages. The opposition was go great that I was afraid that
it would not meet with suoccess, Your perseverance has
succeeded and brought it to a favourable end.”
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Mr. T. Ananda Row, B.A., Director of Statistics,
Mysore State, wrote on the 13th December, 1903 :-—

** Allow me to congratulata you most heartily upon the
passing of your Religious Endowments’ Bill into law. It
will not only have & wholesome influence oa the administra-
tion of Religious Endowments but will also have a value in
teaching and cultivating habits of local self-government, ¥

The British Indian Government will make their
rule best synchronize with the spirit of the ancient
Shastras under which these valuable trusts have
been created throughout India, if they could see
their way to pass a similar law for the protection
of the vast temple wealth in the Indian Empire.

As His Excellency Lord Curzon observed at Jey-
pore,

** The existence of Native States is a blessing to Indian
society. Amid the levelling tendency of the age and the
inevitable monotony of Government conducted upon scientific
lines, they keep alive traditions and customs. They have
that indefinable quality endeiring them to the people that
arises from their being born of the soil ; and they provide
soope foe the activities of the hereditary aristocracy of the
country and employment for native intellect.and ambition."’

At the sitting of the Travancore Legislative
Council (27th February, 1904), Mr. Nagam Aiya
sought leave to introduce a Bill for the protection
of ' Charitable Endowments ' in Travancors. Per-
mission was granted. This Bill is a twin-sister to
the Hindu Religiovs Endowments’ Bill and as that

bas been passed and become law, this became a
7
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necessary supplement ; but the Charitable Endow-
ments’ Bill is a more comprehensive one asg it
includes Charities of all religionists whether Hindu,
Mahomedan or Christian. In his speech asking for
leave, Mr. Nagam Aiya however made it clear that
“ only thosa charities which are wholly unconnected
with religious teaching or worship would be covered
by the Bill.”

He added : —

* This wall eatisfy the public that the utmost care is taken
to avoid even the appearance of interference with the religious
feelings of the differant communities concerned. The object
of the Bill i# to provide in Travancore an Officer, who is &
Corporation Sole, corresponding to the Treasurer of Charitable
Endowments under Act VI of 1890. The Officer 83.appoint-
ed will be a bare-trustee and will have nothing to do with
the administration of the pfoperty. He will be in charge of
the income of the Endowments which he will hand over to
the persons administering them. He will be required to keep
regular accounts and publish them annually. I beg to add
that this is intended to be only a permissive Bill, and Govern-
ment will not make a vesting order or frame a scheme for the
administration of any charitable Trust ezcept on application
for that purpose, and may, if it sees fit, decline to take

action.”

On the 14th August 1899, the Dewan, Dewan
Bahadur K. Krishnaswamy Row wrote to him
thus :(—

‘I am fully aware of the arduous nature of the Bettlement
work, His Highness the Maha Rajah will, I trust, sub-
stantially appreciate your work at no distant date.”
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Sir A. Sashiah Sastri himself seems to have felt
sanguine of Mr. Nagam Aiya’s future, for he wrote
on the 10th QOectober, 1899 :—

‘‘ Your long and interesting note of the 6th September has,
I am sorry, been left too long unthanked for, and let me
-congratulate you on the increass of salary which His High-
ness our Gracious Maha Rajah has been pleased to grant to
you and I truss...in fact—I am sure the last increment will
follow ere long. His Highness 1s very discerning and does
-everything in proper time,’’

In November 1901, Dewan Bahadur K. Krishna-
swamy Row thus acknowledged Mr. Nagam Aiya’s
services to the State on the occasion of his receiving
the honor of the C.I.LE.;:—

* I cannot take the whole oredit for the honor, as it is
earned by the work of the administration to which as the
head of s most important department you have largely
contributed. It is my sincere wish that I should have the
good fortune of congratulating you on such distinctions.”

In December 1902, when the Dewan accompani-
ed His Highness the Maha Rajah on a tour to Upper
India in connection with the King-Emperor’s Coro-
nation Durbar at Delhi, His Highness marked his
confidence in Mr, Nagam Aiya by appointing him
to the charge of the administration, which he
conducted for about 2 months with marked ability,
integrity and energy. The very cautious and
thoughtful manner in which he discharged the
Dewan’s duties, when His Highness was far away
from the country and the administration of the
State became very trying owing to the difficulties
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connected with the Chuckram Proclamation, fully
justified the wisdom of His Highness' choice.

On his nomination to the Acting Dewanship,
Mr. Krishnaswamy Row, C. 1. B, F. M. U., the
Dewan, wrote to him thus :—

‘T hearfaly congratulate you on your appointment to the
charge of the administration during my absence on duty. I
bave no doubt that this is a sure indication of what is in
store for you at'a date not far off.””

Sir A. Sashiah Sastri, X. C. 8. 1., wrote thus con-
gratulating him :—

‘‘ My dear Nagam Aiyar, Wire never brought me such
good news as your last telegram. Though I myself had little
doubt 1n the matter, still it was not certainty. My congra-
tulations go without saying and I do trust that it augurs
realization before long of the climagx™of your good fortune.
X feel confident that, during your temporary tenure, you will
80 conduct yourself as to secure His Highness our Gracious
Sovereign’s entire approval. Vacancies which chance to
arise, should be left open for H, H's confirmation. All
urgent matters must be reported and His Highness’ ecommands
obtained by wire. The administration, I mean, the routine
portion, must go on as smoothly as sailing on the ‘ Kayal’
and then H. H. will be mightily pleased. If occasion arizes
which I hope may not, you must show that you havean iron
hand concealed in a silken glove, All this is quite super-
fluous advice to one like yourself—but old people * will do
it when they come to it.’ With kindest regards, Yours
affectionately, (8d4.) A. Sashiah Bastri.”

The Puthenchandai Reading Association, which
has on its rolls some of the best educated citizens
of Trivandrum, wrote :—
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‘* The Association sees in your elevation the proper reward
-of & long term of meritorious service rendered to the State.
"The special pleasure that must attach to the appointment
of a Native of the land to its highest administrative post is
enbanced by the reflection that the appointment has fallen
to one of the best cultured and most liberal minded of the
country’s officers,”

When 15 montbs later, Mr. Nagam Aiya was
appointed Officiating Dewan on the retirement of
Mr. K. Krisbnaswamy Row from Travancore, this
same Association addressed him another highly
complimentary letter of congratulations thus :—

‘*“ 1t is once again our privilege to be ablz to congratulate
you on your appointment to officiate for the Dewan. The
Trivandrum Reading Association, which we bave the honor
to represent, has just cause to be peculiarly proud and grati-
fied, as this is the second occasion when one of 1ts most dis-
tinguished, talented, cultured and polished members has been
chosen, though only temporarily, to the highest office of trust
in the State service. Allow us to offer you our sincere feli-
citations on his fresh proof of His Highness' gracious regard
for and confidence in you, and to express our earnest hope
that the present distinction 1s but the earnest of higher honors
in store for you.”

The Chalai Reading Club composed of highly
educated, intelligent and promising young men of
that suburb of Trivandrum wrote :—

'‘ The oldest graduate from the Trivandrum Colleze, a
citizen of the Travancore 8tate, imbued with sound knowledge
of all departments of life, an ornament to the State, one who
rose to the high position of Settlement Dewan Peighcar by
sterling honesty and untiring Iabour for the good of the
people, a stern yet kind disciplinarian trusted by ‘threa’
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illustrious Bovereigns of Travancore, it is perfectly fit and
bespeaks the wisdom of our Gracious Maha Raja that you
should have been chosen, as the best person to be in charge
of the administration of the Model State. A Model man for
& Model State.”

\

The Setupathi Rajah of Ramnad telegrapbed from
Madura thus : — .

‘‘ Pray accept most sincera congratulations on most highly
deserving recognition by Travancore’s enlightened sovereign
of your services by your elevation to highest office in State,
though temporarily. It shows and indicates which way the
wind blows and fills the minds of your friends with present
and prospective bliss....... I am not behind others in
my love, admiration and respect for you contracted in Ram-
nad during His Highness’ Rameswaram trip. I haveordered
Abhishekam, &ec., at Rameswaram in your nameand as I am
here, T am personally arranging Abhishekam, Archanai to
8ree Meenakshi for the long life, prosperity and happiness of
yourself and family aud pray that when the time comes you
will be the next minister of the Land of Charity., We have
very few men hke you to uphold the prestige of Indian
statesmanship and lovers of India and patriotic Hindus
cannot do better than pray for your continued prosperity.’

After His Higbness' return from the Delbi
Durbar, a Committee was formed to discuss the
Chuckram question and Mr. Nagam Aiya was
appointed its President. ‘In acknowledging the

Committee’s Report the Dewan wrote :—

** I have the honour o acknowledge receipt of your report
dated the 10th instant on the Chuckram gquestion and to-
couvey to you the thanks of His Highness’ Government for
your valuable services in that counnection.™

Mr. Nagam Aiya was the President also of the-

Travancore Aceounts’ Committee— a work in
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which he was engaged for about a year and his
labours resulted in a comprehensive Account Code
for Travancore, which is the basis of the present
Account Code, and which has set as rest a long
pending question of reform in the matter of State
Accounts. )

He was also entrusted with the writing of the
' Travancore State Manual’ after the model of the
District Manuals in the Madras Presidency. Owing
to the continued pressure of other heavy duties, he
took time to complete the work. But when a good
portion of the book had been written—as much as
would cover an average-sized volume of the Madras
District Manuals, Mr. G. T. Mackenzie, I.C.S.,
¥.M.U., British Resident, expressed satisfaction with
some .of the chapters shown him. He wrote on
9th October 1903 :—

“T have perused the MSS of the first portion
of the Manual and it seems to me to be excellent.”

Again he wrote, on 8th February 1904 :—
"1 return these draft chapters with many
thanks, They are really very good.”

In his heart of hearts, Mr. Nagam Aiya is a litera-
tour, but he has had at no period of his life, time
enough to devote to his favourite literary pursuits.
But all the same, he is a voracious reader of books
and papers and magazines of all sorts and owns a
good library of about 2,500 excellent volumes on a
variety of subjects carefully selected and well
arranged. His is perhaps the best private library
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in the country. Almost every week, additions are
being made to this stock of valuable books. He
considers a day ill-spent, if he could not manage to
snateh half an hour at least out of the 24, from
hig pressing official duties, to spend in the company
of his books. Buch is bis genuina love of reading.
In addition to being a member of the well-stocked
Public Library at Trivandrum, he orders on his
own aceount a number of valuable journals from
“The Daily London Times " downwards. This is
not the place to refer to his numerous official
reports and despatches, nor to his voluminous
private correspondence all of which are charac-
terised by clearness, elegance and high literary
finish,

He is & Persona grata with the high and the low.
M. R. Ry. Kerala Varma Avergal, ¢. 8.1, F. M. U.,
F. R. HIST. 8., M. R. A. 8., the Valia Coil Tampuran
of Travancore (Senior Rani’s Consort) bore the
following testimony to the excellence of his manner
in a letter dated 19th November 1888 :—

“ What afforded me the greatest pleasure was the visi
which the Dewan Peishcar kindly paid me, Mr. Nagam
Alya is » thorough gentleman and bis manners are calcu-
l1ated to endear him to all those who come in contact with

him. Hoe is loved and feared by his subordinates and much
liked by the people in general.’’

The Venerable Archdeacon J. Caley wrote on the’
12th October 1897, (re the treatment of Chris-
tians) :—~—
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*“ 1f a man of your conciliatory turn dbfmind had the reins
of Government you would stop all their complaints by
ceasing to goad them and by just treatment.”’

The Dewan, ‘Dewan Bahadur K. Krishnaswamy
Row, C.LE., F.M.U., wrote on the 15th September
1899 thus :—

** My only ambition is that during the time I may have
the charge of the administration, God may help me to act
in such a way as to secure the approbation of good and
great men like you.”

Heo was considered particularly strong in the
writing of official reports and despatches. One such
official paper was noticed in very complimentary
terms by His Highness the late Maha Raja so
long ago as March 1879. His Highness then
wrobe :—

**1 have read through your paper and now returnit. It
is very interesting (in its own way) and the subject dry,
difficult, and infricate as it 15, has been handled by you
with patience, judgment and ability. I could wish that a
paper like it met the eye of a Maltby or a Madhava Row.”’

Dewan Bahadur K. Krishnaswamy Row, C.ILE.,
F.M.U., Dewan, wrote on 11th March 1909 :—
* Your reply to the Quilon Memorial is a masterly produo-

tion. It fully exposes the folly of the -memorialists, I
thank you for it......"”

He wrote again on the 23nd October 1900 :—

‘“Iread your D. O. on the subject of the castes of the
publio servants, with great pleasure. It is well argued and
convincing. It is not capable of further improvement.’’
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He wrote again on the 20th May 1901 :—

“I beg to return with thanks, your excellent memo on the
memcrials. I have nothing tosuggestin the way of addition
or subtraction.”’

At distant intervals, he has indulged in deliver-
ing speeches and in writing short papers, on social,
literary, arch=ological and economie subjecta un-
connected with his official work. Of one of
these latter, Sir J. D. Rees, M.P,, K.C.LE., 1.C.S.,
(late British Resident of Travancore .and Cochin)
observed in a public speech in November 1897,
when His Highness the Maba Rajah presided :—

**1Ishould like to add that a most interesting series of
articles is mow being re-printed, showing the admirable
character of the Hindus in family and domestic life. The
author is a talented servant of His Highness’ Government,
the Dewan Peishcar Mr. Nagam Aiya.”’

In writing to Mr. Nagam Aiya, Sir J. D. Rees
said :—

** If you should be printing your very interesting lectures
on ‘ The Hindu Home,’ I should be extremely obliged if you
would favour me with a copy.”

M. R. Ry. Kerala Varma Avl.,, ¢.8.1., Valia Koil
Tampuran, wrote on the 12th March 1898 :—

“ 1t is a great treat to me to read whatover emanates from
your facile pen...... "

Of another pamphlet, Mr. W. E. Lecky M.A.,
M.P. (the Historian) wrote in February 1896 :—

* I must thank you very sincerely for your curious and
interesting lecture (the Manthravadams of Malabarl), Itisa
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subject which Bir Alfred Lyall has lately brought a good
deal befora the publie, but most of the facts in your paper
were quite new to me.”

Mzr. H. K. Beauchamp, C.LE., M R.A.S., of the
Madras Mail, wrote on the 29th April 1898 :—

** Very many thanks for your most interesting letter on
Buddhist Relics it Travancore.......esseesase.. You wall be doing
a good work if you try and persuade other Travaneoreans o
emulatd your own pursuita in this direction.”

Mzr. T. Chellappa Pillai, B.A.; B.L., late Chief
Justice of Travancore, wrote on the 10th March
1900 :(—

**Your artiole oa the Manthravadams of Travancore you
sent me years back was very inferasting. I bhear you are
engaged in enlarging your lectures on the Hindu Home, I
read the lecture in the papers. I think it dispels many
errors which Europeans entertain about our homes. Some
even go the length of denying the existence of Hindu
homes."”

To Mr. Nagam Aiya’s speechifying capacity as
a young man, Dr. Harvey his old School Master
and the Principal of H. H. the Maharaja’s College,
bore the following high testimony in Sepfember
1872 :(—

**1 have a very high opinion of his abilities and have
had frequent opportanities of judging of them elsewhere than
in the Class For some time he was » member of a Debating
Bociety here which I was in the habit of attending. I was
often struck with the clearness and pointedness with which
he expressed his thoughts, and the intelfigencs and good
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sense which they displayed. I haveevery reason to bope
that he will still do bhis best zealously to cultivate these
qualities.”’

In the same letter, Dr. Harvey testified to the
success of Mr. Nagam Aiya's collegiate and early
official career in the following terms :—

*‘I bave much pleasure in certifying that V. Nagam
Aiya was under my tuition for one year, while preparing to
pass his examination for the Degree of Bachelor of Arta,
which he passed successfally.

‘‘ His attendance was most regualar, his diligence exemp-
lary, and his behaviour gentlemanly......cceees coneenee

‘* His services, I know, were higbly appreciated in the
first post be held, and as a proof of bhis he baa lately been
promoted to the more important one of Tahsildar,

‘T have never seen or heard of anything that would lead
me to doubi that he was a young man of integrity and
principle.’’

His speeches (other than those in the Legis-
lative Council) comprise a good lot and are as
varied as they are interesting and eloquent,
whether as College-day speeches or on Prize distri-
butions, receptions to the late and present Maha-
rajahs, memorials to departed worthies, famine-fund
speeches, club-day speeches, Maharajah's birthday-
speeches, or as chairman of meetings on occasions
of lectures and addresses, special gatherings, etc. A
collection of these speeches and such official papers
48 may without impropriety be published would be
interesting reading and may afford valuable instruc-
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tion and aid to the rising generation of his country-
men. In 1890, when Rajah Sir T. Madhava Row,
K.c.S.I1., had retired from the Baroda Dewanship,
Mr. Nagam Aiya asked him for all the papersin
his possession bearing on his career as Dewan of
Travancore, Indorp and Baroda—to be compiled
into a short biography of Sir T. Madhava Row
after the model of the 12 English Statesmen series
(Macmillan & Co.). This work Mr. Nagam Aiya
wished to undertake not only as a contribution to
the history of Indian statesmanship but as a guide
and an object lesson to practical administrators, for
Sir Madhava Row was to his mind the Beau 1deal
‘of a cultured Native statesman and had earned the
high reputation of being the ‘Turgot of India.’
But Sir Madhava Row himself dissuaded Mr. Nagam
Aiya from this work—which he said was a profit-
less one, considering the apathy of the Indian
reading public and the small demand which existed
for books of this nature. On the 1st July 1890,
Sir Madhava Row wrote to him thus:—"I go so
far as to suspect that it would not even pay the
expenses of its publication. European analogies
may be quite misleading.” Sir Madhava Row
added, “I should have ample reason to consider
myself fortunate if you were to undertake the work
in which you evince so much friendly interest.
You are just the, man for it in every respect.”
Sir Madhava Row concluded the letter in these
terms :—"' I hope, my dear Sir, that you will, in
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due time, have a higher destiny than of writing the
life of a Dewan, viz., that of acting it.” It is to be
regretted that no one has yet been able to bring out
a biography of the illustrious Staftesman.

Of one of his later publie spesches, Mr. T. Veda-
drisadasa Mudaliar, a retired High Court Judge
and the doyen of the Trivandrum city, wrote in
November 1899 :—-

‘I have read with great interest your speech on the
occasion of your prize distribution in the Native High School
the other day. Every father of the Makkathayam and every
uncle of the Marumakkathayam people should be grateful to
you, and bear in mind what you bave said and watoh their
heirs apd advise them to study and follow your advice,
Your speech must bave instilled into the mind of every
thinking boy a spirit which would not be easily forgotten.
You bave accompanied the boy from the moment he entered
the threshold of the school-room, and guided him over every
step he took and adviced what he ought to do in after-life,
Your speech clearly establishes.what a very attentive and
noble father you are yourself, and what example you set to
your fellow countrymen. Really to speak the trutb, Tam
at a loss to express my feelings, on reading your excellent
speech, especially the concluding para, i.e., *Let fruth be our
mother’ and so on. is admirable for which not only the boys
but the whole audience should have felt grateful. I am sorry
I missed the opportunity of hearing you. I should have
attended the meeting with very great pleasure but for an
important engagement which I could on no account avoid.’

Mzr. T. Ananda Row, B.A., of the Mysore service
(eldest son of Rajah Sir T. Madhava Row and a -
school-fellow of Mr. Nagam Aiya’s) wrote of the
same speoch thus :—
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** Just a line to compliment you on the excellence of
your little speech reported in yesterday’s Hindu. It is a
gem.”

I have already remarked that his not having
been made permanent Dewan was a sad disappoint-
ment to the Public in and out of Travancore. The
Venerable Archdeacon Caley, one of his European
friends in North Travancore, writing to Mr. Nagam
Aiya on the 21st August 1903 observed :—

‘‘Por a long time I have been fully expecting to hear
that you had reached the highest appointment in the Stafe
under His Highness the Maharajah. Not only so, but I
have felt sure that with your wide experience and complete
knowledge of Travancors coupled with a nmatural power of
oonciliation--you would be sure to succeed as an adminis-
trator. Yam very sorry therefore to hear that an outsider
is coming in, but still hope it may not be true. I am free
to admit that there are advantages in having an oufsider
but there are disadvantages as well. Travancore does not
need to be governed for the outside world but for itself, Its
position is unique. If does not need to do everything that
other places do. Hence it needs a wise and careful conserva-
tive policy. If a former Dewan had not set himself to catch
flies with vinegar instead of treacle, Travancore would never
have bad so many sores to heal. It is far easy to make
wounds than to heal fhem. Bome men can give more
satisfaction while denying a request than another gives when
granting it. The manner in which 8 thing is done makes a
wonderful difference.””

The same gentleman wrote again ‘on the 22nd
February 1904 :—

“cesnnenSince writing Y am exceedingly sorry to see a
Dewan is already appoinied. I have been earnestly hoping
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that you would get the post, for I felt that you not ouly
deserved it but that you would fill i¢ with satisfaction to-
His Highness and benefit of the State. It may be an easy
way of solving a difficulty, to get a man from the outsider
but it also creates another very serious one, viz., it removes a-
powerful stimulus to faithful service when men see that
whatever they may do there is no hope of the first prize,
Buppose for argument sake you gain a little in one case; if
you thereby breed a paralysis in several departments, the
nef result is heavy loss. I cannot but hope that even yet
you may succeed. There may be a vacancy, or some
unexpected thing may happen. For the present the dis-
appointment is keen, but there will be much sympathy. I
wish I coald hope the news is not true.’

This estimate of Mr. Nagam Aiya seems to have
been general among the Europeans of the State
particularly the older residents among them who
have long known him as a high official in Travan-
core, For, the Revd. J. Duthie, L.M.S., the oldest
European resident in Travancore and intimately
acquainted with the country and its people for the
last 45 years, wrote to him on the 31st December
1903, wishing him a happy New Year thus:—

*“ Let me wish you and all the members of your family a
very happy New Year.........The Dewan kindly seat me the
other day the Administration Report for the past year, In
that reference is made fo his approaching retirement, so
there is no imp-opriety in my alluding to it, and just to say
that I wish, sincerely, that His Highness will confer the
honour, in filling the vacancy, upon yourself. No one
that I know has claims at all equal to yours. Yosu bave
long servel the State with comspicuous ability, and you
have a knowledge of the country such as no other officer
could lay claim to. Besides you are in good bodily health



A BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH, 113

able to go on tour all over the kingdom, and I cannot doubs
that, if mads Dewaa, you would do, not a little, for the
welfare of the couutry.”

The Revd. J.H. Bishop, formerly Principal of the
C. M. 8. College at Kottayam where Mr. Nagam
Aiya was Tahsildar-Magistrate in the early seventies
(1872 to 1874 A. D.), is another old friend and ad-
mirer of his, though they have nof met each other
for years. Mr. Bishop wrote on the 17th March
1904 thus :—

MY DEAR MR. NAGAM AIYA.

* Tt is a long time since I first made your acquamtance
at Kottayam where you were Magistrate and I was Principal
of the College. But I have noticed your successful career
ever since with considerable interest, and though you have
justly attained a very high position in the Btate, due to your
great abilities and conscientious discharge of your duties, I
fear whether you may now feel a little disappointed, and
think that your merits have been passed over, because the
Dewanship has not been oconferred upon you. Had a
Teavanoorean been selected for the post, the choice of His
Highness would, I doubt not, have fallen upon you. But
Tmperial policy has led to the selection of a gentleman oute
side of Travancore. We do not always know before hand
what is best for us and you may be a happier man, by
escaping many cares and snares which the administration of
the State might bave involved you in,

‘Unpeasy lies the head that wears the crown

*There is a Providence which shapes our lives
‘Rough—hew them how we will.’

““ 8o it is our highest wisdom to submit cheerfully to the
inevitable, believing it will, in the end, be for the best., The
great thing is to have ‘a conscience void of offence towards
CGod and Man.' With kindest regards and sympathies.”

8 .
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That, Mr. Nagam Aiya is in admirable health
and strength one could easily see from his ardent
literary pursuits, enthusiastic discussion of public
questions and-keen love of sports. He is fond of
Tennis and Billiards, his two favourite games which
curious to say, was regarded until recently as in-
compatible with official dignity in Travancore. He
can enjoy a ten miles’ walk at a stretch over hill
and dale, and has always felt grateful whenever his
official duties necessitated such long and tiresome
pedestrianism.

On public questions of every shade of import-
ance he holds ripe thoughts, matured by wide
reading and considerable experience of the different
branches of the State serviee—ocomprisiog at first
4 years in the FElucational Department, then 2
years as a clerk in the Dawan’s office, then
9 years as & Tashildar and Magistrate, then 7
years in several Departments of the Huzur Cat-
cherry (Dewan's office), then 12 years as a Dewan
Peishoar and District Magistrate of 3 out of the
4 Divisions of the country, and 11} years as Dewan
Peishcar of Revenue Settlement, about 2 years on
Special duty in connection with the State Manual
and another 2 years as Senior Dewan Peishcar, in
all, a period of 42 years of strenuous public life—
which, added to the knowledge acquired in the
discharge of special duties entrusted to him from
time to time, gave him a marked superiority over
bis compeers and colleagues and would have stood
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him in good stead, if he had been ealled by his
Royal Master to discharge more responsible fune-
tions as his permanent Minister. I is not perhaps
generally known that with much courtesy of manner
Mr. Nagam Aiya combines great strength of will and
courage of convictions, hoth so essential to high
office. This was often shown in Council discus-
sions and official correspondence. His friends and
admirers have known i§ for long—his opponents
have falt and foared it.

It may be pointed out here that he has served
under 3 Maha Rajahs and 7 Dewans ; of which, 22
vears have been under His Highness the present
Maha Rajab and 20 years under his illustrious un.
cles, the lats and the penultimate Maha Rajahs,
and if His Highness the late Maha Rajah had been
spared a little longer, it is believed that Mr. Nagam
Aiya, for- whom His Highness entertained such
genuine rogard and admiration, would have been
Dewan long ago. It wassaid of His late Highness
that if he had not been born in the purple he would
have bsen one of tha most notahla South Indian
woarthies, hke Raja Sir T. Madhava Row, Sir
A. Sashiah Sastri, Mr. Rungachariu, &. What he
thought of Mr. Nagam Aiya darieg a period of 15
vears’ close acquainfance must have been noted
down by him from time to ftime in his valuable pri-
vate diaries which, though a sealed book to the pub-
lic, are believed to be replete with his impressions
of contemporary men and manners formad during a
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course of 35 years' observant life and unreservedly
recorded in the privileged pages of a private journal,
His Highness the present Maharaja is beliaved
to have read every scrap of paper left by his
illustrious unele, guiding himself by the valuable
lessons which they contain for the administration
of the State. As I am however a stranger to the
precious contents of those diaries, I am not able,
much as I wigh, to give the further confirmation
to the popular belief about that Maha Rajah’s high
‘rogard and esteem for Mr. Nagam Aiya than what
his valuable lefters herein quoted contain, Now
that His Highness the present Maha Rajah has
known him most thoroughly and has expressed
high appreciation of his services on saveral ocea-
gions, it is expected that His Highness will do for
Mr. Nagam Aiya what His late Highness only
meant to do.

In his farewell lotter of the 2nd March 1904, the
Dowan Mr, K, Krishnaswamy Row, ¥.M.U., C.L.E.,
wrote to Mr. Nagam Alya thus :—

I request you to kindly accept the accompanying photo
of mine as & small token of my loag friendship with you ex-
tending over 20 years............I sincer:ly regret that your
long and meritorious and faithful services to the State, have
not received the reward which I fully anticipated. I believe
it is only deferred. I tzust that God in his infinite mercy
and grace will ere long place you at the hewd of the adminis-
tration.”

From Trichur, Mr. Krishnaswami Row again
wrote on the 18th March 1902 :—
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“ Thig being'our New Year’s day, I wish you and all ycurs
# happy and prosperous new year and many happy returns of
the same. I have also to-day the pleasant duty of offering
my sincere and cordial congratulations to you on your ap-
pointment as Officiating Dewan. This appointment is impozr-
tant in that it shows beyond doubt that among the local
candidates, you are the Dewan-elect, I pray to God that in
course of time you be made a pukka Dewan,”’

Mr. Nagam Aiya is a great admirer of Rajah Sir
T. Madhava Row and Sir A, Sashiab Sastri under
both of whom he had served as a young officer
during their Dewanships. They both extended to
him their warm support, while in power as well as
in their retirement, and had always treated him
with especial consideration and regard as is clear
from their letters quoted above. He is himself
imbued with their high ideas of enlightened and
progressive government.

On the retirement of Mr. K. Krishnaswamy Row,
C.LE., from the Dewanship on the 13th March
1904, Mr. Nagam Aiya was again placed in charge
of the Administration. This is the second time
he was so appointed, the last occasion being in
Dacemnber 1902, when His Highness the Maha
Rajah proceeded on tour to the Delbhi Coronation
, Darbar.

Hig appointment was notified in the Travancore
Government Gazefte of the 15th March 1904
thus:—

‘" His Highness the Maha Rajah has been pleased to direct
M. R. Ry. V. Nagam Aiya Avergal, B.A., F.R.H & », Dewan
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Peishoar, Revenus Settlement, to officiate 8s Dewan tem-
-porarily without prejudioe to his own duties.”

On the same day (15th March 1904), His High-
ness was pleased to address the following highly
eulogistic autograph letter to Mr. Nigam Aiya:—

‘'My dear Peishcar, T have often thought of writing to
you after my return from my trip to Delhi last year, to ex-
press my high appreciation aud satisfaction of your work
when you were in charge of the Administration during my
absence from Travancore for more than 6 weeks. I know
what difficulties and troubles you had to overcome but you
worked with your wonted zeal and energy and carried ou the
duties of the Administeation to my entire satisfaction.
I have much pleasare therefore in placing you again in
charge of the Administration. It is needless for me to ex-
press the high opinion I have always entertained of your
integrity and abilitiea. Ihave every confldence that you will
afford me the same satisfaction whensver you are placed in
charge of the Administration.’

Yours very sincerely,

(8d) RAMA VARMA,

Mr. R.C. Dutt, 1.c.S., C.LR., (late of the Bengal
Civil Service) and now the Revenue Minister of the
Maharajah Gaekwar of Baroda, wrote o Mr. Nagam
Aiya on the 25th Dacember 1904 thus, (re Travan-
cora Hindu Religious Endowments Regulation) :—

‘It is ourious thak these papers have come to my hand
just when we are ourselves discussing the clauses of a similar
Bill for Baroda. It so bappens that myself and a few other
members are to meet the Maharajah Gackwar {o-morrow on
this subject and the provisions of your Act will be mast help-
ful to me. bacause I have taken up precisely the eame ground
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that you have taken (without kmowiag it) about the classes
of cases In which the Government ghould assume control.
I bave seldom known a caze in which coincidenca was more
accidentally strange or the help randered by one worker to
another haa been more accidentally opportune.”

Since Decomber 1904, Mr. Nagam Aiya bas been
wholly engaged in completing the Travancore State:
Manual of which mention has already been made
in the foregoing pages. Mr. G.T. Mackenazie, 1.C.5.,
the late British Resident in Travancore, wrote thus
of a portion of the Hisiory Chapter of the Manual
when he retired from servica (19th November
1904) - —

** I have now perused it and find it deaply interesting. I

have corrected one or two clerical errors but otherwise there
is nothing to alter,”

His Highness the Maha Raiah was pleased fo
write of another chapter thus on the 31st August
1905 :—

*I return the accompanying chapter on the Economio
condition of Tcavancora. I read it with mach interest.”

In his lettar dated 26th September 1903, Ravd.
Fr. Denis, D.C.M.A. writes :—

** I send you horewith the sketch asked for (Translation of
sho Life of Lazar Papi of Lucca from the Italian original),
and will be delighted if it ¢aa be of any ase for the valuable
work youa are praparing anl which coming from your haads,
I am sare, will b2 of the gretest iaterast.””

Mcr. T. Vedadrisadasa Mudaliar, Rstired Jndge
of the Travancore High Couri, also wrole in the
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same strain in his letter of the 18th October 1905.
He said :—

** I doubt not your State Manual will be of great use to
the Public and add much to your name aund credit.”

M. R. Ry. Kerala Varma Avergal, C.8.1,, F.R. HIST.
8., M, R. A, 8., Valia Coil Tampuran, himself a great
scholar, wrote in hig letter of the 29th November
1905 :—

* Your labour in collecting and beautifully narrating all
these facts cannot be too highly commended.*’

The book is now in the Press. It will appear in

3 large Quarto volumes, of the Madras Distriot
Manual size, containing about 500 to 600 pages in
each volume, and is replete with information on
-avery head. It was issued in 1907. In reporting
to His Higness' Government the completion of the
book, Mr. Nagam Aiya wrote in bhis letter dated
18t October 19035, thus :(— ’

** I take this opportunity of expressing my grateful ac-
knowledgments to His Highness’ Goverament for entrusting
this important work to me without any solicitation on my
part—a work in which I have spent much thought and study
duriog several years past, though owing to more pressing
duties I could not devote to it that attention which it de-
served except at distant intervals of business. It is dueto
us also to add that my extremely limited staff and myself
have worked at it with energy and diligence.’’

When the Dewan (Mr. V. P. Madhava Rao, B A.,
C.L.E.,) accompanied His Highness the Maha Rajah
to Madras in Japuary 1905, Mr. Nagam Aiya was
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again appointed to act as Dewan. This was the
third time he was so appointed.

Mr. K. K. Kuruvila, B. C. E., a retired Executive *
Engineer and formerly a Member of the Travancore
Legislative Council, telegraphed to him on the
appointment thus, under date the 30th January
1905 :—

“ With all heart thank Gad and congratulate Highness
and the country.”

Mr. T. Vedadrisadasa Mudaliar, retired High
Court Judge, wrote in his letter of 1st February
1905 :—

“You are perfectly right in saying that I would be exceed-
ingly gratified to learn that our most Gracious Sovereign
has been pleased to appoint you once more as Acting Dewan.
Iam sorry there was some opposition but Divine Will must
prevail. Please accept my heartfelt congratulations.”

Dewan Bahadur K. Krishnaswami Row, C. L E.,
late Dawan of Travancore, wrote thus in his letter
dated 31st January 1905 :(—

“ Under ordinary circumstances your appointment to act
as Dewan for the 3rd tims is no matter for special congratu-
lation. Bat the recent eveais have given it a significance
which it will not otherwise have, His Highness has shown
in an unmistakable manner that you eujoy his fullest confi-

"dence and that nothing will stand_in his way in rewarding
your services with the highest appointment in his gifs in due
course. I offer you my sincere congratulations on the acting
promotion. I hope I will live to congratulate you on your
appointment ags Dewan of Travancore.”’

For the fourth time Mr. Nagam Aiya was appoint-
ed to act as Dewan in February 1906, when
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Mr. V. P. Madhava Row went on leave. It is
needless to say that Mr. Nagam Aiya’s appoint-
ment was again welcomed by H. H's subjects as on
previous cccasions.

The Travancore State Manual work in which
he was engaged till Ssptember 1906 being complet-
ed, he reverted" to the charge of the Trivandram
Division under the designation of * Senior Dewan
Peishear.”

In January 1907, H. H's Government issued the
State Manual to the Public, in three large quarto
volumes containing about 2000 pages, with pume-
rous excellent illustrations, a monumental work,
which elicited a chorus of praisa from all quarters,
This may be called Mr, Nagam Aiya's Magnumopus.

§ evidenced Mr. Nagam Aiya's varied study and
wide research, untiring energy, rare knowledge of
the country and its people, their life, customs,
industries, aims and interests, his fine scholarship,
uncommon mastery of English, a clear style and a
power of vivid deseription.

That he formed a high ideal of the work he
andertook will be clear from the following sentences

in his Preface to the State Manual :—

‘' In the writing of this book, my aim has besn to present
to an utter stranger to Travancore such a picture of the
land and its people, its natural peculiarities, its origin, his-
tory and administration, its forests and animals, its conve-
niences for residence or travel, its agricultaral, commercial,
industrial, educational and economio aotivities, its ethno-
logical, social and religious features as he may nob himself
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be able to form by a 30 years’ study or residence in it, If
this is a ooreect view of the object of a Manual, I trust I
may be permitted to entertain the hope that a fairly success-
ful dzbut has been made, notwithstanding defeots or short-
comings that may exist, especially as this isonly a pioneer
attempt in a novel direction. It is not necessary to pre-
judge bhere what a revision might give opportunities for, in
the way of condensing in some directions or amplifying
in others. If I ge! tha chance myselt at a not distant date,
I should probably d> bath aund thus try to reach the ideaily
perfect Manual, perhaps a vain Utopian desire which sfand-
ard of excellence however, I know, is far from haviog been
attained in the present performancs.”

It is unnecessary to inquira how he came to be a
master of such easy and elegant Eaglish and the
power of vivid description. It was not duse to his
professors—{or one though an Eaglishman by birth,
well-versed in Latin and Greek, never wrote any-
thing on a large scale. He confined himself to
correcting the sehool boys’ compositions into simple
and idiomatic Eaglish in which he excelled, but did
not attempt anything beyound, for I am told bhe did
not care to do it. Of the other two professors [both
Scotchmen, hardworking and conscientious], one
was a Mathematician and wrote only an austers,
grammatical and extremely dry matter-of-fact
style ; while the other was a scholar and Mela-
physwcian who taught English and Mental Philosopby
with uncommon zeal and dsvotion, but wrote an
unimaginative and laboured style taking eiormous
paias to sacure accuracy of expression by pubting in
qualifying phrases and words, which spoiled the
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effect of his otherwise excellent sentiments and fine
goholarship. Thus young Nagam Aiya cannot be
said to have been influenced by his early teachers
in the formation of his style, which has besn so
often commended in these pages for its "' lucidity "
*elegance "', “ eloquence ", ' great knowledge of
the English language”, * almost faultless English"
and 80 on. It would be wrong to say that he learnt
it, for as Fredrick Harrison says of himselt, (v:2).,
““he learned to write just by writing, as fishes
learn to swim by swimming, and birds leara to
sing by singing.” But we must say he is much
indebted to an adventitious circumstance while
working for two years, as a clerk in the Dewan’s
Secretariat, under Rajah Sir Madbava Row. He
was allowed access to all the old resords of the
office, during his leisure hours, 7 e., after hia daily
task was done. This gave him a thorough insight
into the nature of the official correspondence of tha
Dewan’a Office for 50 years, in all its multifarious
branches, as the study included a careful parusal
of Sir Madhava Row's despatoches during his 14
years’ administration and the correspondsnce of
several eminent Residents like Messrs. Maltby,
Newill, Minchiun, Fisher and others on the several
tough problems which came up for decision in those
stormy days. Mr. Nagam Aiya always felt thank-
ful for this lucky-circumstance in his early life.

The publication of the book (the State Manual)
was the signal for loud praise from all quarters, far
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and near. . Both eminent autbhority and the Public
Press joined in warmly eulogising the work, A few
extracts will here be given.

His Excellency the Governor, Sir Arthur
Lawley, wrote :—

‘‘ Dear Mr, Nagam Aiya,

‘ I have delayed writing t7 you in response to your kind
letter of May 7th, because I was avxious to have an opportu-
nity before I wrote of perusing your volumes of the Travan-
core State Manual. However I will lose no more time in
writing to express to you my very best thanks for presenting
me with a work which I shall always value nof only on ac-
count; of its intrinsic merit but also on aceount of its associa-
tions, May I congratulate you on the suocessful achievement
of a work which must have involved an immense amount of
research and study and which in its preseat complete form
reflects, if I may say so, the greatest possible credit on its
author. It 1s a source of great satisfaction to me to be able
to add a *‘ Presentation’ copy, for which I offer you my
best thanks, to the shelves of my Library.”

The late Sir Arthur E, Havelock, Governor of
Madras, wrote :—
**Dear Mr, Nagam Aiya,

*On the Ist Instant, I had the pleasure of receiving your
kind letfer of the 10th June, accompanied by a sketch of your
biography aud by a copy in three volumes of your Travan-
core State Manual, I have deferred writing to you until I
have bad time to look through the volumes, They form an
admirably compiled and complete work which should be of
great value, usefulness and interest to the administration of
the State, which ocontains a mine of information for all
those who wish to study the history, the social and material
condition of one of the happiest and best governed porkions
of the Indian Continent and which evinoces on the part of the
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author, knowledge of his subject, literary skill and devotion
to his undertaking, deserving the praise and gratitude of all
his fellow-subjects and countrymen. The volumes are
beautifully finished and illustrated. To me who retain for
Travancore and all belonging, to it, 8 warm affection and a
pincere admiration, thess volumes will form a cherished
possession. I accept them from you with an unqualified ex-
‘pression of commendation for the work itself and with an
assurance of my appre:iation of and of my gratitude for the
kind recollection of me whish led you to bestow upon me
this most agreeable memento of a beautiful country, of kind
{riends and of happy days. My memory of Travancore is
kept constantly alive by a splendid portrait of the Maharajah
given to me by His Highness, It stands in this room, before
me, in the same line with portraits of the late Queen-
Empress and of our present King-Emperor and Queen-
Empress.”

On behalf of H. H. the Maha Rajah Gaekwar of
Baroda, the late Mr. R. C. Dutt, 1. C. 8, C. L E,
H. H’s Revenue Minister, wrote .—

** Dear Bir,

1 am directed by H. H. the Maha Raja Gaekwar {o ac-
knowledge with thaoks your letter of the 5th March and &
copy of the Travancore State Manusl in three magnificient
avd illustrated velumes,

* His Highness desiras m2 to syy, from what he has al-
ready seen of the work, that he coansiders it a publication of
uunique inferest and value, highly creditable to yourself and
to the enlightened State of Travancore which ordered its
compilation and undertook its pablication. The book is &
mine of information relating to the State of Travan-ore
itself; but more than this, it elucidates and illustrates ge-
peral Indian polity and institutions, Indian life sud thought,
jnamanner which must interest all Indians and all studeats
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of Oriental history and progress............... It is a matter
for special gratification to His Highness that you have sent
this book as a birth-day gift with your kind congratulations.
His Highness accepts the gift with thanks, and hopes to go
through your interesting pages when he has more time at his
disposal. It is gratifying to> His Highness that his desire
and endeavours to perform the duties of his position during
these 35 years have received the recognition of thoughtful
men like yourself in distant; parts of India. I am directed
to add that His Highness will be much interested in the
Higdu Rehgious Endowments’ Regulation in Travancore, of
which you are the author, if you would find it convenient to
send a copy of the Act, at an early date.- It is a subject
which has engaged his attention for years past, and on which
an Act was passed in Baroda two years ago.”

Mr. R. C. Duts, C. 1, E., wrote on his own be-
half thus:—

“ My Dear Sir,

“ A copy of the Travancore State Aanual which you
bave kindly sent me has already been acknowledged from *
my office, I believe, but I write this to thank you again for
your kind thought in presenting me with this very valuable
and meritorious work.

* His Highness the Gaekwar is now at Ooty, as perhaps
you know. I am exceedingly busy just now, on the eve of
my leaving Baroda, but I am sure your splendid work will
give me many hours of entertainment and instruction when
I have more time,’’

Sir Gabriel Stokes, the Senior Member of the
Madras Council, wrots :—

** Dear Mr. Nagam Aiyar,

** T have received your letter of the 20th Inst. and also

the volumes of your book on Travancore. It is kind of you
to think of sending them to me. Ihavenot yet had time
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to more thaa glance at the books, They ars admirably got
up and are a valuable epitome of Travancore progress. I
congratulate you on the completion of your heavy task."

Sir. G. S. Forbes, Second member, wrote :—
¢ Dear Sir,

** I have to acknowledge with many thanks your kind
letter of the 9th June and the volumes of the State Manual
of Travancore. I am looking forward with great interest
to perusing them when I have more leisure. Meantime the
few pages Ihave been able to read prove what an amount
of study and research you must have devoted to the work.”

Mr. G. T. Mackenzie, 1.C8., (Retired) a for-
mer Resident in Travancore and Cochin, wrote to
H. H. the Maharajab:—

I am very much obliged for your Highness’ most kind

letter and for the munificent gift of two splendidly bound
copies of the Travancore Manual.

‘I have been perusing the volumes with the utmost in-
terest and I respectfilly congratulate your Highness upon
this great work which will serve for all tima as & memorial
of your Highness’ reign in Travancore,

' This Manual is certainly one more thing in which Tra-
vancore has shown the way to all other States in India.”

In writing to Mr. Nagam Aiya himself direct,
Mr. Mackenzie observed :—

* Many thanks for your. letter and for the two copies of
the Manual which by permission of Higs Highness you have
kindly sent me. I havestudied the volumes with much in-
terest and congratulate you on this lasting memorial of
your connection with the State.”

Mr. T. Ananda Row, B, A., C. L. E., Dewan of
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Mysore, wrote along and interesting letter of warm
appreciation, in the course of which he observed :—

* I received in due time your two very kind letters about
your great work, the Travancore State Maunual, and subse-
quently the book 1tsslf, of which you have so kindly sent me
B COPYeee trien mrrrnnanans asrennen

** As to the work what shall I say * Words fail me, I am
in ecstasies with it. I am-enamoured of it.

*‘ The dorminanb feature of the baok is that its author is a
hero-worshipper. The world in geuneral and the Indian world
in particular is to-day the poorer for want of several such. I
bave glanced through several pages of it and have not yet
come across a dull page. Every page that I have read has
been informing and also instructive..c.c..c...out «..I must con-
gratulate you on the imagination which you have brought
to bearon your work. By imagination, I mean, not the
fancifulness of the dreamer but the realistic faculty of the
true historian which enables him to grasp interesting details
which goto make a true and vivid picture of the events he
18 wniting aboub....vecienes Your character sketches in which
with a few rapid strokes you present a picture of your sub-
Jest are delioious reading......... . «...Your book will be a
valuable and cherished addition to my collection and I shall
often take long and desp draughts from it......... ....Having
now 1nflicted a long and tiresome letter on you, I conclude as

I begar by thanking you for having sent me a copy of the
book,”

Reav. J. Caley, Rector, Bradly, wrote:—

“ It is so very kind of you to send me the State Manual.
T canuot tell you kow I prize it. I have dived into it very
considerably, but the information is almost endless, 8o X
have before me the prospect of many pleasant hours. The
labour involved in 1ts preparation must have been very
great indeed.”’

9
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Mr. V. P. Madhava Row, B. A,,C. 1. E., Ii.etired
Doawan of Travancore and Mysore, wrote :—

“ His (Mr, H. Bruce’s) letters about Travancors were very
interesting, I think. I was particularly anxious that he
should get correct and first hand information about Travan-
core, and so when he applied to me for information about
the country, I bad no hesitation in referring hLira to you.
I advised him to make it a point to call on you and also
gave him the three volumes of your State Manual. I may
take this opportunity to say how well you have executed the
important task of compiling the State Manual, that was
entrusted to you. The three volumes are most interesting
reading and I think there is very little about Travancore
that is worth knowing which does not fiad a place” in these
volumes.”’

It appears to me unnecessary to quote more and
it is really difficult to select from a great volume
of commendatory letters that poured in on the
author, but the few that have been given will suf-
fice to show the nature of the appreciation the
work met with.

The Press was equally unanimous in the tribute
of praise it bestowed.

The ‘‘ Madras Mail” of the 13th March 1907
wrote :—

“At a time when the Madras Governmen$ are revising
their excellent series of District Manuals, it is only appro-
priate that Travancore should fall into line and issue a simi-
lar publication, The Travancore State Manual which has
been issued, is written by Mr. Nagam Aiya the well-known
Travancore official to whom in the past has been entrusted



A BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH, 131

most of the hiterary work of the State—who is to be congra-
tulated on the manner in which he has discharged this
arduous work,

PSP AERPRENAREtIERERtPINIEEVLUILS e nat Massussensuoaces

“The Manual, during the course of preparation, was read
and approved by various Residents, and by His Highness
the Maharaja, than whom no one can be more alive to the
welfare and proper development of theinteresting and beanti-
ful land over which he rules. We may take it for granted
therefore that the Travancors State Manual will be a
valuable addition to Indian official literatura and will form
a valuable work of reference for all seeking information about
the State.”

The “ Madras Mail” wrote again on the 23rd
March 1907 :—

“ The Book is.........ominently readable ; while it is easy
to see that to its author its compilation has been a labour of
love, The chapters on the early and modern history of the
State are excellent and shed considerable light on the inter-
statal relations of the paramount powet and the Durbar......

“We congratulate Mr. Nagam Aiya on the admirable-
result of his labours, carried on mostly when he wasengaged
upon other work of responsxble kind. His English is almost
faultless, while he is master of an easy nartatlve style which.
does him grea$ credit.”

The ** Madras Times” wrote :—

¢ This work by Mr. V. Nagam Aiya, B.A., Dewan Peish-
car, Travancore, is an important and noticeable addition to
the Manuals of the Presidency. In this, as in other matters,
Travancore has led the way to its sister-States, and it would
add greatly to our information if Cochin and Hyderabad and
Mysore and other well-known and advanced Native States
wore to follow the example of Travanocore. ..cc..cosuseeseeisrierans
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¢ In Mr, Nagam Afya, Mr. Rama Row found an efficient
lieutenant fo carry out his conception, for it is net difficult
to perceive that the author has performed his task as if he
loved it. Wot only has Mr. Nagam Aiya the pen of a ready
writer, but he has an intimate knowledge of the land he lives
in, while he lingers with evident affection and sympathy
over names and facts connected with the history of Travan-
core which only a son of the soil would evince for the land
of his birth or his adoption., It certainly is & most compre-
bensive picture that Mr. Nagam Aiya has produced. Such
a handbook of Travancore has long been a desideratum. ......
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‘‘ The printing and get-up of the book leave nothing to be
desired and the illustrative photographs and maps which add
to the value of the Manual are a new departure-inc manuals,
Mr, Nagam Aiya is to be warmly congratulated on the
result of his labours, and by this work he adds to hia reputa-
tion as a cultured literary man.’’

In a highly appreciative article, the ** Hindu "

obgerved :—

** We have just received the three volumes of the Travan-
cora State Manual prepared by Mr. Nagam Aiya, B.A,, F.R,
HIST. 8., Dewan Peishcar., We congratulate Mr. Nagam
Aiya and the Government of Travancore on this very useful
publication. Mr, Nagam Aiya is a very able and experienced
officer of the State and in literary capacity and knowledge
nobody was more competent to be entrusted with the writing
of so important a work as the State Manual. An unsym-
pathetic Dewan would not leave the Author to be absoluie
and unconditional as desired and went the length of even
more than once threatening this devoted worker by open
communications of entrusting the work to other agency.
But Mr. Nagamaiya was not to be swayed from hie purpose
by threats of this kind. Three former Dewans concurted in
thinking that the work should be done by him ‘as if they
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oould not think of any other officer equally competent to do
it." The Dewan's threat was only a passing cloud. Dewans
eame and Dewans weat away, but Mr. Nagamaiya’s work
went on. * The idea of writing a State Manual was first
broached to him by Dewan T. Rama Row, C.I.E., one fine
moruing 14 years ago, 4.e.. even before I had begun to com-
pile the Census Report of 1891. The offer was kindly made
with ‘ flattering compliments.” It was agreed to without a
moment’s hesitation ....... aeresren srees cresnrnnees “ reneeenans
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‘* Mr. Nagam Aiya now hopes to get even the chance of
re-writing his work at no distant date, snd is already full of
suggestions for the same. We hope to deal with the contents
of these useful volumes in & future article.”

*“ The Statesman,” Calcutta, wrote :—

**Me. V. Nagam Aiya, Senior Dewan Peishear, Travancore,
i3 already favourably knowa as the author of the Tceavancors
Census Report which appeared ten or twelve years ago and
as the promoter of the Travancore Hindu Religious Endow-
ments’ Bill which has since become law. His latest effort
is an exhaustive Manual of the State of Travancore prepared
by command of the Maharajah. The book is modelled upon
the District Manuals of Madras, and consists of large illus-
trated volumes, each one bearing testimony to the writer's
industry and conscientiousness.’”

The -Enecyclopedia Britannica (Eleventh Edi-
tion) tases its article on Travancore wholly upon
Mr. Nagam Aiya’s State Manual and quotes his
authority for the samae.

In appreciation of Mr. Nagam Aiva’s excellent
services in this connection, H. H. the Maharaja
was graciously pleased to award to him an hono-
rarium of Rs. 2,500 and His Highness took the
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occasion of his own birthday to intimate this grafi-
tying gift.

When Dewan Bahadur Mr. S. Gopalachariar,
B.A., B.L., resigned the Dewanship and left Tra-
vancore in August 1907, Mr. Nagam Aiya was
appointed Acting Dewan for the fifth time, and the
announcement was received both in and outside
Travancore with genuine satisfaction.

The Indian Patriot wrote :—

‘“ Mr. V. Nagam Aiya, Senior Dewan Peishcar, has been
appointed to act as Dewan of Travancore and be will hold
the office till assumption of charge by Mr. Rajagopalachariar,
So far so good. But why was be not appointed before, and why
is he not appointed now, as permanent Dewan ? It is certainly
not due o any lack of qualifications or merit, for Mr. Nagam
Aiya is well-known as an accomplished man in many respects.
He is a scholar of repute, well read in hterature and history,
a chaste and forcible writer, an administrator of admitted
ability, with an unblemished service of forty years to his
credit, In refinement of feeling and manaeras he can take first
rank in any society of cultured men. He is a man of ideas
animated by & noble enthusiasm for the public good. To
these he adds rare experience of Travancore and rare sym-
pathy for its people. Everything considered therefore, it is
impossible to think of a better man for the position of the
chief minister of the State and he has amply established a
claim to it.*’

He was in charge of the administration for about
three months, and the success which he achieved
during this period was felicitously referred to by
the Resident, the Hon’bla Mr. R.C.C. Carr, 1.C.8.,
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BAR-AT-LAW, in his speech on the occasion of the
' Prize distribution at the Maharajah’s College (26th
October 1907) thus :—

** I offer my hearty congratulations to the prize winners,
and I think I may include amongst them the name of
Me. Nagam Aiys the first graduste from your Highness’
College, whom I am glad to see here to-day. Mr. Nagam
Aiya graduated, well I will not say how many years ago,
and has recently held with conspicuons success the highest
office in Your Highness® State.”

In Duecember 1907, Mr. Nagam Aiya took 2
months' leave and on the 22nd February 1908, he
retired from the Public Service of Travancore after
a long, distinguished and honorable career. His
was a remarkably successful official li‘fe, and though
he retired after an arduous service of 42 years de-
voted to the best interests of his Sovereign and his
counfry, yet his friends wished that it had continued
and that the State had the full benefit of his greaf
talents and experience which they had long learnt to
associate with his name ; especially as he possesses,
like his quandom official chief and illustrious friend,
the late Sir A. Sashiah Sastri, ®.C.8.1., who admi-
nistered the Pudukotai State for 16 years after his
retirement from Travancore, a strong physique and
retains a keen faculty for high intellectual work. .

In his address to the fifth session of the Sri Mulam
Popular Assembly, the Dewan, Mr. P. Rajagopala-
chariar, M.A., B.L., C.LE., Dewan Bahadur, referred
to Mr. Nagam Aiya thus :—
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** The Senior Dewan Peishcar, Mr. V. Nagam Aiya Garu,
retired on a well earned pension on the 10th Kumbhom 1033.
His long and honorable record extended over a period of 24
years during which he held some of the highest offices in the
State including the charge of the administration on five
occasions, His valuable Census Reports and Manual of the
State will always bear testimony to the labours of one of our
most cultured officers.”

H. B. in his letters to the ‘Times of India’
said :—

‘“ A very distinguished citizen of Travancore is the Senior
and retiring Dewan Peishcar, Nagam Aiya, who has five
times served as Actiog Dewan, Mr. Nagam Aiya, still but
fifty-seven, and a fine figure of a man, is the oldest Gra-
duate of the Trivandrum College. I was introduced to him
by his close friend, Mr. Ananda Row, the first Councillor
of Mysore, who schares with him bis literary tastes.
Mr, Nagam Aiya is the accepted literary man of the State. He
has been settled in Travancore for generations past, yet ia a
Telugu Brabhman, and like so many other prominent men,
nob quite of the soil. As a young graduate, he begau to
attract the notice of the gifted previous Maharajah not yet
on the throne, by 1872 or earlier. He conducted the Cen-
sus of 1891. But his great work is the 2,000 pages of the
‘State Manual.’ These three volumes or the thinnest of
them would be enough to knock a man down with. The
* State Manual® is the best, practically, the ounly repository
of the latest information about Travancore. Mr. V. P.
Madhava Row an old political opponent of the writer who
is severely glanced at in its pages, delights in it He
gave me his own copy saying that there was, on the whole,
no book like it.

“ Mr. Nagam Aiya lives both in his Brahman village
(alas not indigenous) through which I was pleasantly and
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courteously shown; and on a noble, breezy estate of a hund
red acres, a mile or two from Trivandrum, his * Hiil *’ as he
calls it, or *‘ Tirumalai Lodge.” He seems to be a rich man ;
yet he is liable to have to feed forty or fifty kinsmen daily.
That is the pleasant Indian system so different from En-
glish snobbery. A man in the highest position willnot disown
a kinsman in the lowest.

*“ I have long been accustomed to say that orthodoxy is
everywhere unintelligent, yet there seems to be a memen-
tary exception when one meets Nagam Aiya and one or
two others.”

The Indian World, Calcutta, wrote :—

** Mr. Nagam Aiya, Senior Dewan Peishcar of Travancore,
has retired after a long and meritorious service of nearly
forty years to the State. Mr. Nagam Aiya has an Encyclo-
pedic knowledge of every manner of subject concerning
Travancore, and bis retirement can be described as a public
calamity to that State with as much justice as Sir Subramanya
Iyer’s retirement has béen by Sir Arthur Lawley. - Mr. Nagam
Aiya richly deserved to fill the office of Dewan, and it
caneot but be regretted that he was treated with less than jus-
tice every time a vacancy oocourred. For the third time after
the retiremeunt of Dewan Bahadur Krichnaswami Row an
outsider has been appointed as Dewan to the detriment of
the claims of capable and experienced men of the State such
as Mr. Nagam Aiya., This is surely not the means of en-
couraging indigenous talent and indigenous work.”

After a brief period of rest, so alien to his train-
ing and temperament, public affairs of a wider
range claimed Mr. Nagam Aiya's attention. The
philosopher-statesman at the head of the India
Oﬁ_ice, Lord Morley, was just then lifting the cur-
tain for the first act in that memorable drama of
the recent Indian Reforms,
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After more than a quarter of a century of unceas-
ing popular agitation, the authorities had opened
their eyes and felt the necessity for making a move
forward in the methods of Indian administration.
And Lord Morley in conjunetion with one of the
most popular and successful of recent Viceroys
had promulgated a generous scheme of reform. To
the v8lume of valuable and weighty Indian opinion
which the scheme elicited, Mr. Nagam Aiya added
his quota in a series of able and thoughtful letters,
clearly expounding the principles that should be
adopted as the basis of an enlightened and pro-
gressive administration, which he had always enter-
tained, and which alone could be relied on for it;
stability and permanence. Mr. Nagam Aiya’s
letters were characterized by liberality of sentiment,
mature thought and moderation, and animated
throughout by a genuine sympathy for his fellow-
subjects and deep loyalty to the British Govern-
ment. The political crimes of recent years committed
by a few misguided youths are the result of ignor-
ance, not of education. The educated Indian ig
the best friend of the British power in the East.
That is Mr. Nagam Aiya's faith. He believes in
it as in the axioms of Euelid.

The Hon. Mr. R.C.C. Carr, 1.C.8., Bar-at-Law,
late Resident in Travancore and Cochin and now
Madras Member of the Imperial Council at Delhi

wrote thus :—
I was very glad to get your letter and the 1ntetestmg
Note on Lord Morley’s Reforms. You ate certaialy occupying
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your time to advantage....ccess I did not need to be satisfied
as to your deep and genuine loyalty to Government, but it is

. good to see pubhc men standing out boldly and declaring
their views.’

Mr. Nagam Aiya has been closely watching the
progress of the reforms since they were outlined,
the battles that were fought in Parliament and the
various triumphs of Lord Morley, the quiet and
unostenstatious courage of Lord Minto which enabled
him to conciliate and conquer the orthodox preju-
dieces of the Civil Service and the Anglo-Indian
Press, and his remarkable coolness which bravely
bore him up under trying circumstances and amidst
gibes and sneers on the one side and ignorance,
impatience and crime on the other. These great
achievements have been warmly acknowledged by
Mr. Nagam Aiya in his letters which also express the
gratitude of his fellow’countrymen towards these
two statesmen for theprivileges granted, a larger and”
more effective representation and the appointment
of Indians to the cabinet of Government. His
friends may be permitted to hope that in the prac-
tical working out of these reforms, Mr. Nagam Aiya
may himself come in for a share which he so well
merits and which would mean a closer identifying
of the interests and welfare of Native States with
those of the Suzerain-Power.

In June 1909, Mr. Nagam Aiya was requestad to
open the Agricultural and Industrial Exhibition
held at Oachira in Central Travancore, and his
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presence at the ceremonyin which he evinced his
characteristic interest created great enthusiasm
Of his Presidential address, the Hon'ble Mr. Carr
wrote :(—

** I have read your speech at the Qachira Exhibition and
congratulate you on the clearness with which you expound
your principles.”’

Mr. Lionel Davidson, I1.C.8., now Local and
Municipal Secretary to Government, wrote :—

1 read your speech at Oachira the other day and wish more
of your countrymen were as outspoken.”

In the following year, when Mr. Carr himself
presided at a similar function at Oachira, he referred
to his predecessor ia the chair as “my friend
Mr. Nagam Aiya, whose name will be handed down
to history as the author of the Travancore State
Manual.”

He has more recently contributed numerous
arbicles to the Daily Journals on Mr. Bhupendra
Nath Basu’s Special Marriage Bill, on the King
Euwperor's Indian Tour and on *‘ Education.” These
have been widely read and appreciated.

Though the whole of Mr. Nagam Aiya's official
life had been devoted to the service of Travancore,
his knowledge and culture, his character and
abilities, his friends felt sure, would eventually he
appreciated abroad and secure for him some signal
mark of recoguition from the British Government
itself, slow as that Government has always been
to spot or reward genuine merit; and they wers
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not wrong, for the recognition at last came on
New year’s day of 1911, in the form of the title of
Dwwan Bahadur conferred on him by His Excel-
lency the Viceroy. This gave much satisfaction to
the public as well as to Mr. Nagam Aiya himself,
for he never sought it; he did not even dream of it.
It was therefore douhly gratifying to him that
H. E. the Viceroy should have thus marked his
appreciation of his services. His friends and well-
wishers literally showered congratulations on him.
The unexpectedness of the honor to a Native State
official partly accounts for it. I give below a few
extracts from their letters and telegrams. But
almost every communication received by Mr.
Nagam Aiya referred to the honor as being a * be-
lated” one or a ‘“‘ tardy recognition.” It is perhaps
even a meagre one.

The first to felicitate him was his own gracious
sovereign-master to whose service it is, Mr. Nagam
Alya chiefly owes the appreciation of the Para-

mount Power. His Highness wrote :—

My dear Nagam Aiya,

** I return the enclosed with thanks, I congratulate you
heartily on the hoaor conferred upon you by H. E. the
Viceroy.”

Mr. A.-Y. G. Campbell, B.A., 1.C.8., C.1.E., Private

Secretary to H.E. the Governor of Madras, wrote :—

‘* T am desired to convey to you His Fxcellency’s con-
gratulations on the honor which has been conferred on you
and to inform you that it gave His Excellency much pleasure
to recommend you for the honour in recogmtion of your
services,’’
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The Hon’ble Mr. R. C. C. Carr, 1.c.S., BAR-AT-
LAw, wrote from England :—

“Iam so glad you bave been honoured with a Dewan
Bahadurship. Long may you continue to enjoy the title and
to set an example to the rising generation. India wants tha
steadying influence of the elder men of ‘position, and you
ean do much to guide the minds of your countrymen.”

Sir J. D. Rees, K.C.LE., 1.C.8. (Retired), M. P.,
who has long entertained a high regard and admira-
tion for Mr. Nagam Aiya wrote :—

‘I am much obliged by your kind letter, and heartily
eongratulate you on your new itle «...ccoveeererivsenereesss 20k
much regret that you did not succeed $o the Dawanship
which was a perfectly legitimate aspiration on your part.”’

Mr. L. Davidson, 1.C.8., wrote :—
‘“ A line of hearty congratulations on your New Year's
honour which I hope you will long live to wear.”

+ Sir Murray Hammick, K.C.8.1., Senior Member
of Couneil, wrote :—

¢* I congratulate you much upon the honour that has been
conferred upon you. I wish you all happiness,”

Mr, T. Ananda Row, B.A., C.LE. Dewan of
Mysore, wrote :—

¢ Allow me most heartily to congratulate you on the title
of Dewan Bahadur which the Viceroy haa been pleased to
confer on you. It igsomewhat belated. But in no cace was
it better deserved. May you live long to enjoy it yourself
and be a pattern for others.”

M. R. Ry. Kerala Varma Avergal, ¢.8.1., Valia -

Koil Tampuran, wrote :—

‘¢ I most heartily congratulate you on the Dewan Bahadur-
ship so tardily conferred on you by the British Government
and pray that you may live long to enjoy the distinction."
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Dewan Bahadur K. Krishnaswami Row, C.IE.,
Retired Dewan of Travancore, wrote :—

1 offer you my most sincere congratulations on the dis-
tinction of Dewan Bahadur conferred on you by the Govern-
ment of India. Although very late in your public career,
still it is most welcome, Both your literary attainments and
valuable services to the Travancore State had long deserved
it. May you live long to enjoy the distinction is my devout
prayer to God,”

The Hon. Mr. P. S. Sivaswami Iyer, B.A., B.L.,
C.1.E., Advocate-General, Madras (now member of
the Madras Executive Council) wrote .—

"Allow.me to congratulate you heartily on your well-earn-

ed distinction of Dewan Bahadur. I hope you will be l'ong‘
spared to enjoy the honor.”

The Hon’ble Rajah Vasudeva Raja of Kollengode
wrote :—

** Let me first congratulate you most heartily on the well-
merited distinction that has been conferred on you as & New
Year honour, I hope you will long live %o enjoy it. It was
uppermost in my mind to offer you my fehcitations much
earlier bub I was indisposed for a few days which prevented
me from writing to you.”’

Captain W, M. Fenning, 1. A., a former Assistant
Resident in Travancore and Cochin, wrote :—

*“I saw with great pleasure in the Madras Mail the
announcement of the new title conferred on yourself.........
Please accept our heartiest congratulations on your new
digoity, which you so0 well deserva after so many years of
loyal and fai‘thful service In his Highness’ State.”

Among & number of Clubs and Associations that
gent him their congratulations, those of the
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S.M.R. V. Union Club, Trivandram, may here bs
quoted first as proceeding from the oldest iunstitu-
tion of its kind in Travancore. Its Secrstary
wrote :—

‘‘ In pursuance of a Resotution of the Committee, I heg to
tender you on behalf of the Club our sincerest congratulations
on your being granted the title of ‘‘ Dewan Bahadur” Ly
H, E. the Viceroy, Though 1o common with the rest of
our townsmen we rejoice at the recogmition of your distin
guished services to this Btate, to us, the members of the
Union Club, the title conferrad upon you has & peculiar
value For you have so long been connected with this
institution—and latterly as its Presideat —that it has become
difficult for us to think of the Club without being reminded
of you. Under these circumstances we believe we can with-
out presumption say that we feal the honour as one personal
to us, and that we feel flattered by the fact that one of our
pumber has been chosen for distinction. We ook forward
with pleasure to the time when we may be able to congratu-
late you on the still bigher honours which you so well
deserve, and we pray that you may be spared for many
long year to coms % enjoy your well-earned title.”

On the occasion of Mr. Nagam Aiya’'s last birth-
lay, the President of thxs Club, Mr. M. La Bouch-
wiliere, M.A.,was goodenoudh to write to him thus:—

‘“ With an honparable record of hard and valaable services
endered to your Sovereign and country, ol useful work for
hé public good, and of kindly and generous deeds to your
'riends, you have won the approbation of the publiec and
1ave endeared yourself to all who bave had the privilege of
joming into close contact with®*you. This is indeed an
chievement of which aoy msn may be justly proud, and
ve, the members of the Union Clyb, for whom as membsr
.nd President, you have done so much, rejoice in your
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happiness aad send you our hearty good wishes. We pray
that the Almighty will spare you in health and strength
for many more years and shower on you every happiness and
blessing.”’

Mr. Nagam Alya was evidently touched by this
warm tribute of affection and regard, and coming
as it did from the elite of Trivandrum, the apprecia-
tion was very gratifying and specially appealed
to his feelings. In acknowledging this letter,
Mr. Nagam Aiya observed :—

**Your kind letter conveying to me the *unanimous
resolution ’ of the Managing Committes to offer me on their
own behalf as well as on behalf of all the members of the Sri
Mula Rama Varma Union Club, their * respectful and hearty
congratulations’ on the occasion of my Shashti-purthi cere-
mony has deeply touched me. By the blessing of Providence
I have been enabled to celebrate my Shashii-purthi but the
congratulations of the 8. M. R. V. Union Club which repre-
sents the elite of Travancore society and the expressions
which you as the President of that club have thought fit to
use on this happy cocasion, have swestened that blessing. 1
have been a member of the Union Club —since it was started
some 30 years ago, and though I have always been indulgently
treated by my brother-members, I did not know that they
entertained such a regard —almost affection for me I should
say—as ig evident from the kindly reference you have made
to my ‘ valuable services rendered to my sovereign and
country,’ to my * kindly and generous deeds to friends’ and
my ‘ having won the approbation of the Public’ and having
* endeared myself to all who have had the privilege of coming
into close contact with me,” and mine as ‘an achievement
of which any man may be justly proud.” You then are
pleased to add that the ‘ members of the Union Club, for
whom as member and President I have done so much,

10
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rejoice in my bappiness and send me their hearty good
wishes,’

“If T can bring myselt to believe that I deserve these
high compliments or any portion of them, I can boldly say
that Ihave not lived in vain. I pray for the success and
confinued prosperity of the Union Club.”

The Secretary to the National Club, Trivandrum,

wrote :—

*‘ The National Club offers to you its most hearty congratu-
lations on the high honour of Dewan Bahadur recently
confetred upon you. It is highly gratifying to us that the
services rendered by you, as one of the trusted and responaible
officers of the State, have at last been recognised and reward-
ed by His Gracious Majesty the King-Emperor. We
rejoice with the rest of Travanoore at this happy event and
pray to God to bless you with bealth and long life to enjoy
this and still higher bonours.”’

The Rama Varma Jubilee Association, Puthen-

chandai, Trivandrum, wrote :—

‘“We beg leave to tonvey to you the Association’s bearty
congratulationson thetitle of Dewan Bahadur that the British
Government has recently conferred on you, a title so well-
merited both on account of your recoguised culture and your
meritorious public services. The Association is very gratified
that one of its valued and respected members bas been chosen
for this honor.”

The S. M. R. V. Association, Karamanai, Tri-

vandrum, wrote :—

** In pursuance of a resolution passed by the Managing
Committee of the 8.M.R.V. Asesociation, Karamanpai, I have
great pleasure to tender to you, on its behalf, its sincerest
congratulations on the well-merited honour of Dewan
Bahadur, conferred on you by the King-Emperor. Every
body that knows anything of you will feel sure that this
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bonour cannot have fallen on worthier shoulders. Tha
Association feels genuine pride at the honour granted to you
~the President of the Association.”

More recently (March 1913), he was asked by
the Tanjore District Conference to preside at the
celebration of Sir A. Seshiah Sastri’s eighty-fifth
birthday and unveil his portrait, which he agreed to
during his recent prolonged stay at Madras. The
Secretary of the Conference earnestly requested him
to accept the invitation, as he thought Mr. Nagam
Aiya was the fittest man in Southern- Imdia to-
preside at the function. The Secretary wrote :—

** It is the anxious desire of the organisers to request some
one who had known 8ir Seshiah’s services with personal
acquaintance. We cannot think of another more competent
for pmsiding over the day’s public meeting and we approach
you with the request that you will preside and speak on the
great man. In making this request, I know I am putting
you to considerable inconvenience by requesting you to go
over a long journey to Kumbaconum, where the day will be
observed. But the thought, that even in your retirement
you still keep connection with the Press and condescend to
gerve the Public, emboldens the proposal. If you accept,
(I request you will not refuse), we shall deem it an honor to
have the day observed under your Presidency.”

Mr. Nagam Aiya had known Sir Seshiah inti-
mately for about 30 years, though they met only
once after Sir Seshiah left the Travancore Dewan-
ship. They discussed between themsélves unre-
servedly numerous public questions of importance
in long private correspondence, and Sir Seshiah
often expressed gdl’niration of Mr. Nagam Aiya’s
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opinions and his bold advocacy of them as will be
evident from Sir Seshiah’s letters quotdd in this
sketch.

For Sir Seshiah personally, Mr. Nagam Aiya
entertained genuine respect and esteem, and in the
speech which he delivered at Kumbaconum, (22nd
March 1913), on Sir Seshiah’s life and work,
Mr. Nagam Aiya lets us into the secret of his own
ideals of public rights and the duty of public men in
regard fto them. We may quote here a fow extracts
from that speech: Mr, Nagam Aiya said :—-

¢ If this is the treatment aoccorded to the giant benefao-
tors of the human race, whas do you think will be the fate
of millions of mashrooms like us, who leap into life sud-
denly, and flit across this ephemeral sphers for & fow
moments, and then disappear finally ‘ unknown, unwept,
unsung.’ The thought is dismal. It unnerves one—i$
almost incapacitates one for worldly work. 1Itis therefore
very gratifying indeed to see in an age of lip homage and
mock gratifude like the present, that there should be an
orgauization of this nature in this premier district of the
Madras Presidency, for holding an annual demonstration to
the world at large of the Tanjore people’s remembrance and
grateful regard to their illustrious dead. In doing bhonour
to the memory of 8ir A. SBeshiah Sastri, you are doing
honour where honour is due ; you are doing honour o your-
self as a community, and setting a good example o your
less fortunate though by no means less patriotic brethren
in other districts, -

‘“ Personally I feel flattered by the homour you have
done me to-day, through your energetic Secretary, Mr. Dora-
ewami Aiyar, who has managéd to ferret me out, &
humble Travaneorecan from the extreme south of the
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Peninsgula, to preside at this day’s conference of the elite of
Tanjore, at one time the seat of a prosperous native Raj
now lost in oblivion, but still the centre of wealth, affluence
and oulture, representing the eream of the intellectual
aristooracy of Sounthern India, the leader of fashion and the
fine arts, and the nursery of statesmen, lawyers, pundits,
gcholars, philosophers, school-masters, artizans and musi-
cians, all alike indebted to the beneficent and brain-giving
waters of the Puranic Cauvery. It goes without saying
that I heartily participate in the rejoicings of to-day in
honour of the illustrious Sir A. Sasbiah, whom I have
known, first as my official chief in Travancore for five
years in the early seventies, and then for the rest of his life
as an‘august friend and well-wisher, in all, for a period of
31 years.

“ What we are all concerned with in this day’s celebra-
tion, is the import to us of 8ir A, Seshiah’s mission in life
and conduct. What are the lessons they teach us and how
best could we utilize them?—we, who see *the foot-prints
he has left on the sands of time.” What are the lessons
which we should like our sucocessors to learn from his
cdreer ? 1shall endeavour to answer these questions as
best I may.

1 heard of him for the first time in my life, only after he
was appointed Dewan of Travancore in succession to Rajah
Sic T. Madhava Row. I heard of him from Rajah Sir
T. Madhava Row’s eldest son, Mr. T. Ananda Row, C.LE.,
my eatly friend and school-fellow, who himself bacame Dewan
and retired from Mysore the other day. This conversation
took place one fine morning a$ Cotton Hill, Sir T. Madhava
Row’s privata residence at Trivandrum-—the same morning
that his father went to take leave of the penultimate
Maharaja. Mr. Ananda Row said :—

‘The incoming Dewan is Seshizh Sastri, my father's
friend and school-fellow—a gentleman as stout in heart as in
body.’ ‘
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“This pithy description of the great man has ever stuck to
my memory since, And all the long years of my acquain.
tance with him bave only confirmed me in the accuracy of
Mcr. Ananda Row’s statement.

“In all his dealings with his fellow-men, whether equals,
subordinates, dependants, neighbours or strangers, Sir
A. Seshiah Sasfri’s perennial sympathy, generosity of nature
and genial temperament, stood out prominently as hig
characteristics. ~Towards his superiors, he was modest,
respectful, even deferential. He expressed his views to them
in a somewhat apologetio tone at first, and then when they
came o closé quarters with him they found he was bold,
obdurate and unflinching in hig opinions. He concealed an
iron hand within a silken glove,

“ This is what he wrote to the penultimate Maharajah of
Travancore (Ayilliam Tirunal) on one occagion ;=

‘It is the firat duty of kings to do that which is proper
‘before that which is only agreeable, and in the high station
in which sovereigns are placed, they often feel bound to do
that which is painful o them and in doing so, God knows
what sacrifice of personal friendship and regard they have
to make in the appointment of their chief officers, The
government or subjugation of self is the foundation for the
just government of a kingdom.’

 What a high ideal of duty i this!

“ In addressing the Madras Government on the much vexed
question of criminal jurisdiction over Europeans, he was
equally fearless.

“ He bad great moral courage. He wielded a facile pen,
He worked 10 hourd a day. He was a wonderfully guick
reader of official reports and papers. He was well posted in
the news of the world for he was a careful reader of the
daily journals, and he was abla to wutiliza every thing that
he read or heard or saw, owing to his marvellous powers of
memory, He never cared to make notes, for he needed
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none. He carried them in his head. He wrote idiomatic
and chaste English, His FEuropean and Indian friends
greatly admired his rare conversational powers. They were
to them a rare intallectual treat. His visitors, while Dewan
.of Travancore, came in numbers on the afternoons of holi-
days, and the conversation went on as the circle of visitors
jucreased; almost every one took parkinit. Those who
did not take partin it enjoyed it all the more. He led
the conversation from topic to topic gliding on smoothly,
and guided and controlled it. Every conceivable subject was
comprised within it and as the afternoon hours volled on,
the interest of the conversation inoreased and the discussion
became earneet and animated and the visitors had their full
say, though not a word of offence or pain to any one, present
-or absent, escaped Sir SBeshiah’a lips or from any of his hear~
-ers, for the talk was kept on in good taste and the holiday
afternoons were a source of interest and instruction, which
were therefore courted and coveted and looked forward to
with zest. This was the ocase in Pudukotah too, as I know,
{for many long years, and must have been 8o even earlier,
while Seshiah was in Tanjore and Madras. This free inter-
change of thought and the healthy elevated tone of the
<oonversations led to the formation of early attachments and
life-long friendships and to the bettering of official relations
among men of the service, which acted and reacted in' a
hundred ways, both to the advantage of official work and
the personal relations betwsen the officers. This was the
-secret of Sir Seshiah’s influence over his fellow-men.

** We should all imitate Seshiah in his loyalty, candour,
rectituda and indspendencs. As Dewan, he behaved most reg-
pectfally o the Maharajahs and the British Residents and
showed the utmost consideration to the European sub-
ordinates of the Stale—in spiteof faully, even disrespeot-
ful behavionron their part towards him. Butin his official
despatches and official orders, he showed no difference bet-
ween a European subordinate and a Native subordinate. He



153 A BIOGRAPHICAL - SEETCH)

was kind, considerate and sympathetic to all ; he was pre-
eminently just and equitable in hig dealings between subor-
{ingtes, whether high orlow. If twosubordinates quarrelled
among themselves and the matter came up bafore him for
Qecision, he put his weight on the weaker gide and he weigh-
ed the matter strictly s against the stronger party, with ths
result that while the weaker man got his sympathetic
hearing, the stronger man got absolute justice.. He doubly
guarded bimself against being influenced by bias or prejudice
of any kind. While ever ready to overlook human frailties
and pardon mistakes in others, he was implapable in his.
hatred of corruption and dishonesty of every kind. He was
a friend of the weak and the helpless, and a terrorto evil-
doers, As a school-fellow of mine humorously remarked of
bim at the time, he eat with all his weight on the corrupt
officials of the State, If we meet here, year after year, to
celebrate his birthday rejoicings, I take it that iv is meant
not merely aga tribute to his geniue and abilities, but in
order to engrave in our hearts and those of the rising genera-
tion of our countrymen, his many - excellences and virtues
which have left their impress on the world and to guide
our lives accordingly., That will be paying a just homage to
our departed worthy.

“ I may be permitted to premise’tbat in this age of mili-
tant civilization with ideals of life different from those of
gnoient India, the qualities required in a man for suocess in
the world are different from those of'the Aryan age, when
our wants wera fewer and their satisfaction muoh easier than
now, The twoepochs mark two different stages of Indian
thought and evolution and tberefore require two different.
kinds of education and equipment.

% If you grant that Sir Seshiah has been an instance of a
successful man of the world, as I believe him to have been
wonderfully so, then a thorough study of his excellences and
& proper appreciation of them is a necessary object-lesson to
bis countrymen, for those are the qualities which will enable
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them too to go through this world sucocessfully ard achieve
* the objects of their wo:ld{y ambition,

¢ It goes without saying that we, Indians of the modern
age, have endless aspirations and any number of ambitions
$o achieve ; some of them at any rate are of a most pressing
natbure.

'* Time was when it was believed that we Hindus-—partiou-
larly the Brahmins—were an unpractical, contemplative sort
of people, given to speoulations on the worthlessness and the
ephemeéral nature of thiglife, except as a stepping-stone to
another and a better sort of existence and wholly indifferent to
the good things of this world. All that is now changed,
undet the inspiration of English education and the influence
of British rule. We have acquired a morbid craving for
worldly goods, and are perhaps mote materialistic than even
the English people themselves, o whom spiritual teachings
and spiritual knowledge are as foreign as Sanskrit, Arabic or
Chinese, Such is the course of events. In the result, we have
now any number of needs and aspirations to be satisfidd.

'‘ We have need for sooial reform, for foreign travel, for
better marriage laws, for greater self-government, for more
Indianising the machinery of State, for & more liberal edu~
cation and that at a lesser cost, for a universal elementary
education and that as free ag possible, for fernale educationon a
Qifferant basis, so as to suit our women better for our Hindu
home life, for lesser litigation which takes away the life-blood
of the nation, for more offices in the Indian Cjivil Service, for a
veduction of the land taxes, for mora irrigation works, for mcre
roads, more manufactures and industries, for more sanitation
and the prompt annihilation of drains and stench from oities,
for more hospitals and Native Vaidyasalas, for the resuscita-
tion and development of the ancient handicrafts and the indi-
genous arta, for pure water and a plentiful supply of it in the
inhospitable dry traots of the country, fora better police sys-
tem, for the reduction of the telegraph charges sc as to enable
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us all’to send a telegram instead of a post card, for abolishing
famines, pestilences and epidemics from the land; we
have equal need to-establish village panchayats, giving them
powers to hear and dispose of all small suits and petty
offences, to direct elementary education .of all the castes in
the village, to supervise the village hospitals and Vaidyasa-
las, to modify the water rates from time to time or from
BSeason to season, to note the condition of the growing
crops and recommend remissions for them, to allot vil-
age lands for grazing purposeés tree of fees, to give forest
trees for sagricultural implements and for daily consu-
mption of fuel, to dispose of caste disputes which give
rise to endless defamation cases, to settle division of
properties and differences between brothers, ecousins; and
more distant Dayadis, without going to the worry and
expensa of hitigation in the law ocourts, to supervise tem-
ples and manage their endowments which are now the
one gource of perennial peoulation, corruption and strife,
throughout the land ; we have need for the separation of the
judicial from the executive functions of Government officers,
for a law to legalise gifts to those other than heirs and their
unborn children, with some slight restristions, so that they
may continue in the family of the donees and their children,
which I believe is the object of the Hon'ble Mr, Seshagiri
Aiyer’s Bill before the Madras Legislative Council. We
want a greater latitude to be given to Native Rulers
throughout India, to develop thsir administration on
national lines, instead of following the cast-iron methods
of the dull uniform British system ; in one word, we
want our august Government to give us equal treat-
ment and purer laws, 80 as to make His Majesty King
George’s rule the Golden Age of Indian History, which in
spite of endless change of dynasties and vicissitudes of for-
tune has gone oa marching through the ages in a marvellous
fashion. These ambitions and more, we could, I assure
you, achieve only if we staadily keep before our eyes as
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modals to follow, men like Sir Seshiah Sastri and his i}jlus-
trious compeers, Raja 8ir Madhava Rao, Sir T. Muthuswami
Iyer, M, Sadasiven Pillai, Ramaiyengar, Rungacharlu and
Dewan Bahadur Raghunatha Rao. Labour honestly and
earnestly and you will get everything you waant.

‘“We are all one with His Highness the Agha Khan and
the late Raja Sir T. Madhava Rao in thinking that Indian
youths shounld not be exposed to the snares and pit-falls of
English city life by a prolonged stay in England for their
studies, at an immaqlure age. The Agha Khan made the
other day a statement which greatly startled me but which
nevertheless gratified me, because he belongs te & community
which is not sied down by hide-bound customs as we Hindus
are. His Highness said:—*I do not think the sending of
young boys to England is satisfactory, but that he did not
commit the Moslem League a3 & political organization to
gimultaneous examinations but the League was considering
the question.’ * Wa regrat to note ’ said The Times of India,
“that Agha Khan is opposed to a system of thorough English
training for Indian boys, He is evidently of opinion that
India can be governed by Indians trained in this country.’
Rajah Sir Madhava Row, the greatest of your Tanjoreans and
a olose friend and school-fellow of Bir Seshiah'’s, known as the
first Native statesman of India, and one who earned for
Travancore the enviable distinction of a Model Native State,
# title which has continued unto this day, in undiminished
lustre, under tha wise rule of our illustrious Mabarajahs,
was of the same opinion., He wrote:—

* To insist upon the youths of India proceeding to England
and staying there and passing would in efiect be to place a
number of barriers in their way. They are : the great expense
involved ; great inconvenience ; withdrawal from friends,
guardians and natural well-wishers; rick of jouth going
astray ; risk as to health ; great loss of time ; loss of touch
with his own couniry and people; probable impairment of
social status ; certain amount of denationalisation. These
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barriers would be insuperable to most classes and particularly
to the Brahmin community, which has, from time imme-
morial and through sucocessive dowminations, maintained
intellectual and moral ascendancy and social influence in
India. As regards the best families, the plan wogld amount
toa sentence of exclusion. Just imagine what the people
would have felt if the Mahomedan rulers, even in the pleni-
$ude of their despofic strength and prosperity, had declared
that no Hindu would be eligible to high ofﬁoe without going
0 Mecca and staying there several years.’

‘I am one of thase who stropgly believe that the best ad-
ministrators for India could befound among the stay-at-home
Indians themselves, who have not gone abroad, if we give
them here the needful intellectual equipment and official
apprenticeship. We have the men possessing the neces-
sary qualifioations and stamina, For instance, I could
bave picked out half a dozen Provincial Governors and
Chief Commissioners, from amongst My. Powell’s earliest
pupils. They would compare favourably with the best
members of the Viceroy’s Executive Council ot the Cabinet
at home,

“ Bic Madhava Row wag opposed to the idea of sending
our youths to England for education or examination ; and
were he living to-day, he wonld have been horrified at some
of our England-returned youths, who seem to mistake the
¢ petty vanities of dress and taste,’ as Sir Muthusawmy Iyer
go well pus it, for English culture and English eivilization.
The other day I met a young man whose gait and ners
did not seem to charm mae, though I must do him thy justice
to say that he did his very best to put on English airs and to
look an Englishman every inch of him, with his cropped hair,
a cigar in his mouth, a short coat and a etraw hat, hav-
ing no caste marks on his forehead, but with black
shoes and trousers, and collaz and necktie, of course. 1
enquired and was horrified to learn that he was an England-
returned Brahmin youth of one of your southern distriots,
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*I beg your pardon ' I told my informant. *Idid not know
‘he was a Brahmin, he did not, of course, look like a Europe-
an'which he evidently wished to, but looked something very
-different indeed,” What pained me most in this young man
was not his aping English airsand English dress, but the
studied contempt which his conduct implied to the feelings
and opinions of his 'highly educated and orthodox vountry-
men. Can yod look upon such & youth as a valuable mem-
ber of Indian society ? It is not necessary to call your atten-
tion to the other nska to youth,, of which Sir Madhava Row
gpoke, Let us trust thatour Hindu girls will not at any
rate follow in the wake of their brothers and husbands, for if
they do, we shall soon disappear as a Hindu nation, but be-
come Another community instead, like what is called ‘the’
-domioiled community’ in India.

“ Above all, you should remember how immense is our
-debs of gratitude to the British statesmen of the last eighty
years who have made thess aspirations possible 1 us, and
to whose genius wa owe 8o many improvements in the
administration of India and the progress of Britigh rule, long
before we asked for any privileges or knew how to ask for
them.

® All these circumstanoces, showing a paternal regard aund
coneideration to the subject races increase the weight of
our indebtedness to the great British nation, to whom we
owe the present era of a settled form of Goverament for the
last 150 years, aud for which we owe them the utmost loyal
allegiance in word, thought and deed. Upon the continuance
and prosperity of their rule, depend wholly our future pro-
gress and the welfare of India,

*You may well go on asking for more privileges and more
favours. You may ask for them in season and out of season,
You may plead for them with disagreeable importunity.
You may agitate, you may clamour for them, Bat leb it
.be after the fashion of fond children asking their parents
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for privileges which they have not perhaps earned, and for
favours which may not be granted, let it be in the epirit
of due filial obedience, respect, afiection and loyalty. You
would do well to remember what Mr, P. Ranganada
Mudaliar, M.A., the most intellectual gitizen of Madras in
his days, said in his Convocation Address that ‘a Govern.
ment which has done so much may well be trusted to do
more.’

“In this evening’s discourse I have pointed out to you
some of the virtues and exocellences of our distinguished
countryman, which raised him to emineace aud fame.
These excellences, you may rest assured, will always be in
requisition in any sge and uuder any government, for a time
will never come in the history of the world, when a ruler of
men can say that he cares not for ability or learning, tact,
modeaty, honesty, loyalty, thoughtfulness, rectitude, dili-
gence, devotion, judgment or discrimination, eweet temper,
patience, sobriety, candour, tolerance or sympathy, in any
of his public servants. No ruler of men can ever afford to
say that he wants, for his service, only men noted for
ignoranoe, faithlessness, illiteracy, thoughtlessness,ill-temper,
disloyalty, bigotry and corruption. Such a man’s ruls will
not last for 24 hours.”

This speech was much admired. The Hon'ble
Mr. P. S. Sivaswami Iyer, c.8.1., C.L.E., Member,
Madras Executive Council, wrote :(—

‘! Let me acknowledge with thanks the copy of your inter-
esting speech on Sir A, Seshiah Sastri, The managers of the-
commemoration were very wise in choosing for the orator of
the day one who had such long and such intimate acquaint-
ance with the subject of the commemoration as yourself.
Aga has not affected the felicity of your composition or
quenched the youthful ardour of your political aspirations.”
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Mr. V. P. Madhava Row, C.LE., Refired Dewan of
Travancore and Mysors, wrote :—

‘T am in receipt of a printed copy of the speech made by
you on the oceasion of the S8eshaiya’s birthday celebration, and
thank you sincerely for it. I bad read the report of the
speech in the papers and thought that the promoters of the
movement could not have made a happier selestion of a
speaker to do justice to Lhe character and achievements of
one of our great administrators and patriots.

‘“The sentiments of your speech were excellent and were
clothed in the felicitous language which we have been accus-
tomed to expect from you.”

Mrs A.T. Forbes. 1.¢.8., Resident in Travancore
and Cochin, wrote that the organizers of the Com-
memoration-day were lucky in having secured for
drawing the portrait of a great man, a great literary
artist like Mr. Nagam Aiya. .

Sir J. D. Rees, K.C.LE., M. P., 1.C.S. (Retired),
writes by the last mail :—

“ Many thanks for those nice litle books [Letters on
Education and Speech on Sir A. Sashiah Sastri, K. C. 8. L]
which I am reading with great interest, I greatly admire
Hindu civilization but not the outcome of the renunciation
thereof......I sincerely hope you will find some work suitable
to your great abilities,”

It is confidently hoped that as opportunities
offer, the august British Government will con-
fer higher honors on Mr. Nagam Aiya, for he
belongs to that class of public men, so rare in India
who combine genuine loyalty to the ruling power
without the taint of servility or sycophancy, real sym-
pathy for their fellow-subjects without the bias of a
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narrow patriotism, wide rea.dir‘xg and culture accom-
panied by sound judgment and practical wisdom,-
a fearless expression of opinion with a clear
perspective of national aims and interests—a class
"of men who, in fact, to use the Hon'ble Mr. Carr’s
{Member of the Board of Revenue and Madras
Member of the Imperial Council) words, can “‘guide
the minds of their countrymen’ and whose “steady-
ing influence India so much wants at present,” and
to honour whom should therefore be not only the
duty but the interest as well of our enlightened
British rulers. As his friend and biograpBer, I
may make bold to remark that Mr. Nagam Aiya's
retirement from Service is *‘ a public calamity,” for
thereby his great talents and experience are thrown
away, instead of being utilised as they should be
to the utmost possible extent, especially at a
time when the co-operation of such men is in-
valuable to the authorities in the interests of
sound and sympathetic rule. 'We would fain hope
therefore that Government may find it possible to
avail themselves of his services, in directions mosb
beneficial to the public interest and in keeping with
his past achievements.
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