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This is an u.:nu:sual hook., and Walde~nar 
Bonsels is a most unusual traveller. 
Emphatically he did not "· go to India 
as one o£ its rulers . .,-= He is a dreamer., 

a curiously det.ached 'Tand infinitely 
patient observer ~ho., :"-U.rrendering 
himself to the strange and powerful in­
fluences of India, has succeeded., as 

have few ot.hers, in capturing t.he spirit 
of this tranquil and terrible land., '-Vith 

its impenetrable silences and t:he urgent 
terror of its jungle. For months at. a 
time he would stay in some coun.t:ry 
dwelling., living alrno~t the Jife o£ a 
native., and then set out on a long 
journey up-country hy bul:ock-cart., or 
by primitive boat. up endless rivers., 
accompanied only by Elijah his mon­
grel., Panya his '-" boy,H and Pasha the 

cook., '-Vho '"did his work with a reserv­

ed stoical calm., cheat.ed me '""henever 
he had a chance., and with Janguid 
lo~ered e)':eJids a~aited my destruc­
tion., which he unfailingly prophesied 
-w-hen I det.ected him doing something 
-w-rong . .,., 
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