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INTRODUCTION. 

To lovers of Nature a desert ever presents peculiar 

fascination, and those who have once come under its 

spell can seldom free themselves from the longing to leave 

the crowded highways of civiliz~tion and return again 

to the untrodden regions of the silent wilderness. 

In his "Frontiers of Baluchistan" the author furnishes 

us with many choice sketches of the desert and desert 

life painted in life-like colours, and with a fidelity such 
' . 

as none but a true child of the desert can attain to. 

While one portion of the work deals wit~ the vast 

desert which lies between Quetta and Persia, a wilderness 

which Nature appears from time immemorial to have 

determined should never be anything else, the other 

and larger portion describes that strangely interesting 

country of Seistan, which Nature has bounteously 

endowed with every gift of water and soil, and which 

has become a desert by 1man's own handiwork and 

folly. 

The vast ruins, which everywhere. in the latter region 

testify to a past prosperity ·and civilized population, 

both long since gone, give to the silence of the barren 
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wilderness in which they stand a sadness which can be 

but inadequately described in words. 

Through both these regions, and also the present 

-small inhabited portion of modem Seistan, Mr. Tate 

leads us with picturesque descriptions and interesting 

historical allusions. # 

Upon the -many interesting incidents which marked 

the history of the Baluch-Afgha~ Boundary Commission, 

1895-96, and the Seistan Arbitration Mission, 1903-5, 

with which Mr. Tate, as Survey Officer, traversed the 

_various portions of the country dealt With in this book, 

he has felt himself debarred from touching. 
. ' 

He has, however, fully made up for lack of personal 

narrat!ve by the strength and picturesque colouring 

of ·his portraiture of the - country and people he 

describes. 

A. HENRY McMAHON. 

QUETTA, 

6th February, 1909. 



PREFACE. 

IF the lives of human beings are shaped by a controlling 

and mysterious influence, then I must have been pre

destined to be a wanderer all my days, for my travels 

began at an age when most people are still in the 

nursery. 

By the time I was ten years old I had traversed two 

sides of the triangle which has Calcutta and Karachi as 

the ends of its base and Abbottabad for its apex. Of 

the journey between Calcutta .and Abbottabad I have 

no recollection, but of the journey from Abbottabad 

to Kushalgarh on the Indus, I retain a very clear 

impression, for I rode each day's stage along the frontier 

road on my pony, while my' mother .and a very small 

sister travelled in a doolie carried by bearers. At Kus

halgarh we chartered two wide-beamed vessels manned 

by oarsmen, on which temporary dwellings had been 
I 

erected, one for ourselves and the other for our servants 

and my pony. The tedium of our long journey down 

the river was broken by stoppages at several points 

where friends-and strangers also--extended a generous 

hospitality to the small party of voyagers. . . 

Those were the days when the frontier was garrisoned 



X PREFACE 

by regiments of the Frontier Force, and trans-border 

politics bulked largely as topics of conversation in the 

small stations along our marches. In this way there was 

laid in my mind the foundations of an interest in those 

countries and their affairs which has never been effaced. 

As we floated down the Indus, day after day was visible 

to the west, the lofty mountain barrier. Beyond the 

mountains lay a mysterious land of which very little was 

known. An occasional Indian explorer had at times, 

with considerable risk, . brought back scanty though 

valuable geographical information, and the yearly 

caravan~ of ·Mghan traders alone gave ari insight into 

affairs" at the back of beyond." 

Life in the small frontier cantonments in those days 

was full of incident as the homes of the w~rlike and 

independent border clans in some cases lay within easy 

reach of our military settlements, and at times when a 

spirit of unrest was abroad it was unsafe to go unarmed. 

The conditions of our daily existence exercised an 

influence on my small mind, which was kept alive by 

the great camps of Povindah Mghans which we met 

on our voyage down the river to the point where it is 

joined by the five river~ of the Punjab. These camps 

were composed of women and lads whose husbands and 

fathers had gone further mto India on business intent. 

As a rule, however, the vicinity of these camps was 

a voided by us, as we were too weak a party to accept 

any risks from such unruly folk. 
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"Once on the frontier always on the frontier/' was a 

saying that used to be current in Anglo-Indian societr. 

It has been fulfilled in my case. Many years passed 

since this memorable journey, and many of my holidays 

were spent within sight of the mountains to the west of 

the Indus. Then, again, later on 1; crossed the barrier, 

and the old fascination came over me with r('doubled 

strength, and it has held me in a grip which no hardships 

h:;tve been able to loosen. For a series of years the 

Frontier of Baluchistan-and, as my friends of Kharan 

used to tell me, the desert-was my " home " for the 

greater part of each year. Though at intervals this 

connection has been temporarily interrupted, yet the 

fascination of the desert has again and again drawn me 

irresistibly back to it-inexplicable though that fascina- . 

tion has been to many of my friends. 

'rt is not possible to analyse this feeling nor define it 

in exact terms. Something is due to the freer and more 

'simple, if strenuous, existence, and, a good deal also to 

the fact that when I made the acquaintance of these · 

tracts they were to a very large extent either imperfectly 

or not at all known. Contact with the rude inhabitants 

revealed an utterly unexplored field for research in the 

folk-lore and tribal legends, with which I be~ame con

versant over the camp fires, or in lonely bivouacs among 

the hills. The, presence of an insignificant explorer's 

retinue excited no fears in the minds of the people, nor 

was there any object to be gained by the assumption of 
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false appearances on their part. I saw them off their 

guard, and found much to interest me. An explorer's 

library, again, must needs be limited, and mine consisted 

of books of a solid and lasting description. Thrown on 

~me's own resources for occupation, the powers ~f obser

vation are rapidly develop~d, and not a day passed that 

did not provide work for the responsive fingers. 

Fina~y, for me there was the burden of the daily task, 

but for which I should never have had the greatly appre

ciated opportunities that presented them,selves at various 

tiiD:es. A great de3J. of this work was completed under 

very considerable stress of circumstances that had to be 

overcome; and on which it is unnecessary to enlarge. At 

other times purely professional and scientific require

ments had to be cheerfully subordinated to others of a 

wider and more important nature. 

'To those whose photographs I have used in this book 

to supplement the pictures which are my own handiwork 

I offer my best thanks. 

G. P. TATE. 

MussooRIE, 

15th Decembe,r, 1908. 
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50, 224. 
Government, system of, 219. 
Gramophone in Seistan, 202. 
Granary, a remote, 90. 
Grass, Bunnu, 190. 
Grave decorated with travertine, 

32. 
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Graveyards and trophies, 22. 
Griffith, Dr. William, 238. 
Gudar-i-Shah, 40, 41, 78. 
Guest, an uninvited, 140. 
Guide, a brave, 176. 
Guide's Duty, a, 7. 
Guides, Baluch, 184; disputes 

between, 17 5 ; famous desert, 
11-12. 

Gun-stocks ·and locks from mul-
b~rry, 88. 

Hair tonic in a mail-bag, 203. 
" Hamsayah," 228. 
Hamun, salt deposits of the, 
1~20; the, 18, 140, 147. 

Hamun-i-Puza, 139,. 243. 
Hamun-i-Sawari, the 190, 245, 249. 
Hamun of the Mashkel, altitude 

of, 16. 
Hamza Khan, the Kai&ni Prince, 

105. 
Hazarahs, 238. 
Hazrat Ali, 40. 
Harut Rud, the, 243. 
Headgear, varied, 7. 
Helmand, theJ 4, 7, 16, 50, 59, 64, 

67, 73, .74, 76, 81, 83, 84, 86, 90, 
91, 99, 102, 104, 105, 107, 113, 114, 
115, 116, 120, 130, 136, 178, 180, 

. 183, 185, 187, 188, 193, 199, 
225, 239, 242 ; basin, the, 240 ; 
bifurcation of the, 119, 134; 
branches of the, 110; change in. 
course·of the, 50, 82, 95, 135, 
250; crossing · of · the, 108; 
delta, the, 59, 128, 212, 249, 
251; delta, variation of popula
tion in the, 224 ; failure of the, 
123 ; future course of the, 252 ; 
importance of the, 244 ; maxi
mum discharge of the, 245 ; 
meaning of the name, 237; 
overflow of the, 152 ; present bed 
of the, 80 ; rise and fall of the, 
72, 146, 151, 155, 191, 241 ; ruins 
in bed of the, 243 ; sailing on the, 
202; sandbanks in the, 108; 
set of the, 159; the empty, 
246, 24 7 ; the source of the, 238 ; 
tributaries of the, 240 ; variable 
course of the, S8, 251; weir 
across the, 224. 

-- Lower, 106. 
-- Middle, 70, 88, 153. 
-- Valley, S6, 57, 66, 71, 75, 

89, 241. 

Helmand," Baluchis of the, 68. 
Herat, 4. 
Highways, desert, 89. 
Horses protected from· flies, 170. 
Hounds, extraordinary, 22-25. 
Hunter, a mighty, 23. 
Hunters, professional, 145. 
Hunting-dogs, fine strain of, 22-25. 
Hunting gazelle with greyhounds, 24. 
Hurricane, a, 61. 
Husenabad, 82, 207. 
Hydrophobia, 191. 

Ibex hunted with dogs, 24 ; success-
ful stalk of, 17. 

lbrahimabad, 131, 133. 
Ibrahim Khan, 122, 125, 133. 
Ido, the Mamasseni, 12, 23. 
Ilamdar Channel, 130. 
Illusion, peculiar optical, 35. 
Iltaz Karez, village of, 28. 
Imam Juma, 207. 
Indian escort and servants, dinners 

to, 208, 211, .212. 
-- frontier question, 2. 
-- gazelle, 69. 
-- troops, in Seistan, I 05. 
Inferno, the, 83, 84, 85, 107, 194, 

242, 252. 
Influenza in Seistan, 171. 
Insects in the desert, 184 • 
Inundation, yearly, 152. 
Irrigation expert, the, 222. 
-- methods of, 60, 115, 135 ; 

water for, 240. 
Irvine, Major, I.M.S., 196. 

. Jackal, a mad, 191, 192, 200. 
Jackals, 117. 
Jacobabad, 4. 
Jahan Beg, 129. 
Jalk, 4, 8. 
Jallalabad, 110, 155, 194. 
Jalwar, fortress of, 10-11. 
J amok the Luri, 9. 
Jan Beg, 84, 86. 
Jehanna.m, 84, 107, 174-177. 
Journey, a plucky, 125. 
Jungle, tamarisk, 68, 70, 104, 108. 

Kabul, 16, · 238, 240; Mission to, in 
1893, 26. 

Kacha Kuh, 35, 77. 
Kadanai, 240. 
Kad Khudas, 219, 222, 225. 
Kaianian race, the, 119. 
Kai Khasrau, 119, 163, 
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Kal& Bist, 73, 241. 
Kali-i-Dukhtar, 138. 
Kala-i-Fath, 105, 106, 107. 
-- (village), 99. 
Kala-i-Kang, 130, 132. 
Kalat, 4, 21. 
KttmiU Khan, 89. 
Kambaran, 52. 
Kandahar, 6, 72, 240. 
"Kang," meaning of, 132~/' 
K8ni, 53. 
Karachi, 4. 
Karez, the, 17 4. 
Karguzah, the, 206, 207, 227. 
Karku, mound of, 137. 
Karkuieh, 136. 
Kasamabad, 200. 
Kasauli, Pasteur Institute at, 200. 
Kerosene oil tins as water tanks, 

181. . 
Khanishin hill, 56, 60, 62, 76, 77. 
Kharan, 5, 8, 9, 11, 18, 22, 52, 93. 
-- the wind of, 60. 
Khash, oasis of, 243. 
-- River, the, 129, 139. 
Khuspiis Rud, 243. 
Khorassan, 1, 4, 162. 
Khwabgah, 113-116. 
Khwaja Ali, 66-68, 70-73, 241. 
Kirman, 4, 89. 
Kirtakah, 34, 35. 
Kishingi, 51. 
Kohlak, mound of, 138. 
Kora. Gaz tree, 87, 229. 
Koshk-i-Dukhtar, 120. 
Kuhak, fort of, 114, 115, 224. 
Kuh-i-Chagai, 52. 
Kuh-i-Dalil, 77. 
Kuh-i-Khwaja, 42, 195, 247. 
Kuh-i-Kuch,191, 245. 
Kuh-i-Malik Siah, 33, 38, 41, 42, 

79, 180, 187. 
Kuh-i-Safed, 18. 
Kuh-i-Sultan, 19, 43, 77. 
Kul-Helots, the, 236. 
Kullah, the national cap, 128. 
Kuls, the, 227. 

Ladgasht, palm groves of, 18. -
Lady Masuma, the, 235. 
-- Mayor, a, 235. 
Lakari, 114. 
Lake area, cultivation in, 249. 
-- basin, 186, 189, 191. 
Lalla, depression of, 174. 
Landi, 65. 

Landi Muha:i:nmad Amin Khan, 
58-60. 

-- of the Barechis, 72, 92. 
-- Wall Muhammad, 82. 
Landmarks, important, 43, 73. 
Langar-i-Sultan, 20. 
Larks, desert, 183. 
Legend of a green dragon, 13-14 ; 

of Pir Sultan Weis, 19, 46, 47; 
of the "Maiden's Bower," 120; 
of the Malik's daughter, 229. 

Levies, the, 12, 78, 189. 
Lijji Spring, the, 14. 
Locks, ingenious wooden, 88. 
Lockwood, Captain R. B., 4, 5, 43. 
Lora Defile, 17, 18. 
-- Hamun, 16, 18, 29. 
-- River, 16, 17, 28. 
Lunatic, a harmless, 140. 

MacGregor, Col C. M., 4. 
-- Sir Charles, 43, 162. 
Mackenzie, Captain R. J.; R.E., 

27. 
McMahon, Sir Henry, 5, 26, 27, 

28, 33, 49, 51, 72, 79, 97, 140, 
142, 177, 179, 187, 202. 

Mad Animals, narrow escapes 
from, 192. 

-- horse, attack by, 199. 
-- jackal throttled, 200. 
-- wolf, narrow escape from, 

197. 
-- wolves, animals bitten by, 199. 
Mail rider, holding up of a, 203. 
Maiwand, battlefield of, 9, 22. 
Mala Khan, 66, 67; fort of, 64, 

65. 
Malak Dcikand, 30, 31, 32, 77. 
-- Naro, 32, 77. 
:Malaki, 144. 
Malcolm, Sir John, 3. 
"Malik," 41. 
Malik Azim ·Khan, 163. 
-- J allaludin Khan, 156. 
-- Kutb-ud-din, 229. 
-- Siah Kuh, 26. 
Malik's daughter, 121. 
Maliki, 146. 
Manor houses, remains of ancient 

fortified, 80. 
Manzi!, 45-4 7. 
Map, Khan Bahadur's, 177. 
March, a cold, 53 ; a terrible, 

35-39. 
Margo ferry, 144. 
Marriageable girls, buying of, 234. 

8 
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Mashi, 104, 108, 198. 
Mashkel Hamun, 4, 8, 9, 18. 
Masjid Cathedral, 120. 
Matches, scarcity of, 248. 
Mattock, the Seistani, 134. 
Maynard, Captain, 33. 
Mejlis, or assemblies, 219. 
Melons in the desert, 174, 181. 
Memorials, sad, 55. 
Menu, a Persian, 210. 
Merv, 125, 126. 
Meshed, Seistan wind at, 162. 
Meski plateau, 104. 
Metal work, 231. 
Mian Kangi, 116, 133, 136, 137, 

139, 142,. 144, 146, 151-159, 
171, 177, 189, 192, 215, 216, 
220, 223. 

Milak, 158. 
Minto, Lord, 3. 
Mir Ab, the, 222. 
-- Gul, plot ·against, 141. 
-- Sabik, 8. 
Mirabad, headland of, 96. 
Mirage, salt, 19. 
Miri peak, 77. 
Mission, 26, · 49, 53, 68, 73, 79, 

86, 104, 107, 116, 120, 121, 122, 
133, 146, 177, 189, 192, 193, 
196, 201, 202, 203, 204, 206, 
207, 227, 252. 

-- at Rudbar, 78. 
-- British officers of the, 33. 
-- camps, the, 113, 166. 
-- farewell banquet to the, 208 ; 

few casualties among the, 173, 
178; in Seistan, 94, 109, 160; 
introduction to the Akhundzada, 
89; of 1872, 123; of 1894-6, 
27; of 1896, 41, 79; of 1903-5, 
survey work of, 179 ; route of, 
in 1885, 67; Seistan, 42, 51, 
94, 160, 215; split up of the, 
53; work of the, 161. 

Mission's escort, 105. 
Mohi-ud-din, 173-177. 
Money, silver, scarcity of, 227. 
Monolith, a vast, 43-44. 
Mortar, clay, 106. 
Muhammad Amin Khan, settle-

ment of, 57. 
-.- Reza Chah, 187, 189. 
-- Khan, 188, 214, 247. 
Mulberry trees, 70, 87, 88, 155. 
Mulla Barfi, 168. 
Murad Khan, 51. 
"Musta.nsir-ud-Daulah," 209. 

- . Nad Ali, 116-122, 126, 128, 136--139 ., 
228, 243; mad jackal at, 193. 

Napoleon Buonaparte, 3. 
Narui Sardar Said Khan, 157. 
-- shepherds, 46. 
Nasratabad, 127, 163, 205-6, 210. 
Nauroz, the, 168, 224. 
Naushirwan the Just, 101. 
Neh, 138. 
N eza, 43-44. 
Neza-i-Sultan, 77. 
Nitre-coated glen, 46. 
" Noah, year of," 245, 246. 
Nomad tales, 12-14. · 
Nomads, encampment of, 54; 

scanty dress of, 6. 
Nushki, I, 3, 4, 51, 52, 53, 70, 

162, 203, 214. 

Opium used in Seistan, 226. 
Ovens, native, 215. 

Padag, 81. 
Padzalok, 96--101. 
Pagos, 220--222, 249. 
Palangan Kuh, 138, 186. 
Palchota, 52. 
Panorama, 76, 77. 
Panther Mountains, the, 186. 
Pariun, the, 122, 144, 147, 149, 

156--159, 215, 217, 220, 224, 
245. 

Partridges, Black, 68, 116. 
Pasteur Institute at Kasauli, 200. 
Pattinson, Lieut., 66. 
Persia, 1-5, 16, 50, 51 ; frontiers 

of, 4, 16, 26, 49, 130, 133, 180. 
Persian education, standard of, 208. 
-- Government, the, 228. 
-- Gulf, 4. 
-- officials, 208, 209 ; problem, 

2. 
-- Resident, the, 208, 209, 227. 
Petroleum, Russian in Seista.n, 

181. 
Pig, wild, 116, 144-146. 
Pillar, an old memorial, 96. 
Pillars, boundary, 41, 79, 187. 
Pillau, a sweet, 208. 
"Pilu," 41. 
Pir Sultan, Legends of, 46--48. 
-- Weis, 19. 
" Pise," 106, 231. 
Plague-ridden country, a, 169. 
Plateau, a cold, 28 ; a waterless, 

57 ; barren, 159 ; rifts tom in, 
163; theory of fracture of, 59. 
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Pollock, Colonel, 57. 
Pomegranates, 155. 
Pool of Manzil, 45-48. 
Popalzai landlord, the, 58. 
Population of Seistan, 223. 
Postal service, 203. 
Pottery, 80, 231. 
Pottinger, Lieut. (afterwards Sir 

Henry), 4, 5. 
Prayer-carpets, Seistani, 121. 
" Priestly families," the, 228. 
Prince of Seistan, legendary, 113. 
Princess, a capricious, 120. 
Pyrceum, a famous, 98. 

Quetta, 1, 9, 12, 16, 22, 28, 49, 
51, 144, 203. 

Rabat, 30, 31, 32, 33, 44-45. 
Rabies, epidemic of, 191-199. · 
Rafts, 72, 112. 
Raids, 5, 124, 125. 
Rainfall, scanty, during 1895-6, 

32. 
Ras Kuh, 52. 
Ravens, 103, 183. 
Rawlinson, Sir Henry, 66. 
Reclamation, land, 154. 
Reed-beds, 135, 139, 248. 
Refraction, a disappointing, 74. 
Relic-hunters, professional, 121. 
Religious beliefs, 228. 
Reminiscences, 77. 
Reuter's daily telegrams, 203. 
Revenue tax, 221. 
Ride, a night, 99. 
Rifles stolen from Kandahar, 10. 
"River of the Desert, " the, 97. 
River-beds, ancient, 38, 136. 
Rock-gauge, natural, 245. 
Rodin, 90. 
Rud, or, the River Valley, 89. 
-- camels of the, 93 ; memories 

of, 90. 
Rudbar, 74, 79, 84, 89, 90,241, 251. 
Rud-i-Biyaban, 95, 167, 185, 188, 

251. 
Rud-i-Gaz, the, 244. 
Rud-i-Kuchk, the, 247. 
Rud-i-Pariun, the, 132, 135, 151-

155. 
Rud-i-Seistan, the, 223, 224, 242 ; 

canal, the, 114. 
Ruins, agriculture among, 7 4, 80 ; 

ancient, 98, 137; near Rudbar, 80; 
of Jallalahad, 156 ;. of Sarotar, 
107. 

Russian influence, extension of, 2. 
Rustam, a legend concerning, 113. 
-- City of, 96-99. 
-- the famous weir of, 251. 
-- weir, 91, 120. 

Saddlebags, 234. 
Said Khan, 158. 
Saida, 176. 
Saindak, 34. 
Saint, an influential, 47. 
Sakzais, 139. 
Salihan, pools of, 54. 
Salt collected by caravans, 19, 21. 
-- mirage, 19 ; springs, 242. 
Saltpetre extracted from ruins, 119. 
Salvadora persica, 41. 
Saly~ babylonica, 81. 
Samuli peak, 30. 
Sand blast, a natural, 163. 
Sandeman, Sir Robert, 515. "' 
Sanjarani chief, 82, 142; immigrants, 

129. 
" Sarais " along the trade routes. 

30. 
Sardar Gul Mahommad Khan, 

Afghan Commissioner, 27. 
-- Sharif ~an, the rebellion 

of, 154. 
Sarfaraz Khan, 5. 
Sarotar district, the, 17 4, 230, 

249; ruins of, 107, 121. 
Sarunis, 135. 
Sawari Hamun, the, 191, 244. 
-- Shah, 190. 
Scenery, mountainous, .77. 
Seals, intaglio, 230. 
Seeds of Bulrushes, clouds of, 194. 
Sehkuha, 188. 
Seiads, 145, 148, 150, 228, 236. 
Seif-ud-din, 201. 
Seistan, 1, 2, 7, 41-42, 49, 57, 66, 

70, 84, 88, 92, 102, 104, 132, 
133, 135, 141, 155, 160, 165, 
187, 191, 202, 204, 211, 217, 
220, 230, 235 ; ' Alsatia of, 
157; anarchy in, 224, 231; as 
a. museum, 160; average rainfall 
in, 168; barter in, 227 ; building 
in, 106; camels of, 93; canals 
in, 90, 159, 223 ; capital of, 152 ; 
cattle of, 123; conquered by 
Arabs, 250 ; delta. of, 123 ; 
dialect, 249 ; disputed ownership 
of, 50; droughts in, 123, 24 7 ; 
dust in, 164; famine in, 123; 

· floods in, 121, 246; high priest 
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of, 207; Inferno of, 107, 174, 
194, 242, 252; influenza. in, 171; 
insects in, 169, 170, 205; in
vasion of, 105; legendary Prince 
of, 90, 113; Maliks of, 128 ; 
native's history of, 145 ; Persian, 
236; plains of, 83 ; population of, 
161, 223-224; revenues of, 209; 
river of, 224 ; Russian petroleum 
in, 181 ; snow in, 168 ; survey 
work in,l79; trees in, 118; weavers 
of, 232; wind of, 61, 161, 163 ; 
windmills in, 169 ; wines in, 210. 

Seistan Lake, 35, 42, 96, 106, 129, 
243-245, 251 ; altitude of, 16; 
shrinkage in the, 136; subsidence 
of, 250 ; boundary through, 50 ; 
catchment area. of the, 237 ; 
cultivation in the bed of the, 248 ; 
deposit of silt in the, 250 ; 
future position of the, 252 ; 
sailing on, 202 ; water flowing 
into the, 247. 

" Seistan, City of," 246. 
-- Smoke of," the, 167. 
Seistani, the, 122, 149, 171, 226. 
Seistanis, dwellings of, 216. 
Sena. Rud, 102, 182, 184, 186. 
Sha.h-Godar, 4. 
-- J a.han, Grand Mogul, · 105. 
-- Sawar, 12. 
-- Suleman, murder of, 9. 
Shahristan, 157, 215, 216, 220, 

221, 223. 
Sham-i-Mukhtasar, 207. 
Shamsabad, hamlet of, 102. 
Sheeraz, 4. 
Sheikh Husen, 52. 
-- Weisi, 193, 194, 200; town-

ship of, 192. · 
Shela., stories of the, 73. 
-- River, 35, 37, 39, 40, 247. 
Sher Muhammad, 143, 144. ~ 
Shia.hs, 228. 
Shorawak, 18, 28, 60, 92. 
Shrine of Bibi Dost, 193, 200, 204. 
-- sacrifices at a, 204. 
Shrines, 14, 4(}-42, 48, 205, 228; 

trophies at, 69. 
Siahdak, 142, 144, 145, 146. 
Siksar, the, 119, 132, 133, 134, 135, 

155, 157. 
Silver money, scarcity of, 227. 
Skirmish, a short, 78. 
Slave-boy musician, an escaped, 22. 
Slaves, trade in, 6. 
Smoke, a pall of, 167. 

Snake-bite, 47. 
Snow, heavy, 195; in Seistan, 168. 
Sork-Kuh, 77. 
" Sprite of the Black Hills,'' 42. 
" Staff," a. giant's, 44. 
Sultani Canal, the, 115. 
Sunni doctrines, the, 228. 
Superstition, a. strange, 199. 
Survey officer, 49; work, early, in 

188~7. 16. 

Takht-i-Sha.h, 139, 140. 
Tamarisk, 41, 73, 87, 116, 128, 

134, 136, 137, 150, 182, 190, 216. 
a. causeway of, 226 ; fuel, 88 ; 
great size of, 104; in blossom, 
153; jungle, 117, 118, 138, 
147, 152, 192. 

"Tamarisks, place of," 84, 174. 
Tamerlane, 251. · 
Tarnak, the, 240. 
Taxes, farming of, 222. 
Teal, 183. 
Telegraph station, nearest, 203. 
Temperature, 39, 53, 54, 167, 193, 

195. 
Tents, effects of friction on, 162. 
Terraces, a. peculiar colour, 56. 
Thieves, :fight with, 78; trail, 102. 
Thirst, deaths from, 55 ; sufferings 

from; 37-39. 
Timur Leng (Ta.merlane), 91, 224, 

229, 230. 
Tod, Major, 239. 
Tombs as shelters, 65. 
Trade of Seistan, 5. 
-- overland with Persia., 1. 
-- restricted nature of, 227. 
Trade route, 1, 3, 30, 51, 53, 188, 

203, 214, 247. 
Trakun, 9~99. 
Transport, great mortality amongst 

the, 171 ; train missing, 64. 
Travertine, 32. 
Treasure-seekers, professional, 107. 
Turkoma.ns, " Alamans " of the 

124; a. raid by, 125. 
" Tutins," 112, 148, 151, 248. 
Typhus, heavy mortality from, 170. 

Unexplored country, 179. 
Uniforms, old British, 126. 

Vegetables, 127. 
Vegetation, 57, 128; luxuriant, 

115 ; parched, 99, 182 ; wild, 
165. 
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Ventilators, use of, 217. 
Views, extensive, 75, 128, 138. 
Village garden, the, 218; street, 

the, 218. 
Vines, destruction of, 155. 
Viper family, 47. 
Vultures, 103, 117. 

Wall Muhammad Khan, 92. 
Wanliss, Major, 133, 140, 142, 

143, 152. 
Ward, Mr. T. R. J., 96, 97. 
W armaJ, 188. 
Water in the desert, difficulty of 

carrying, 180; provision for, 
181 ; scarcity of, 33. 

Water-skins, repair of, 181. 
\Veaving, carpet, 232. 
Webb-Ware, 53. 
·webb-Ware's Jemadar, 94. 
Weir, a. temporary, 114; building 

of the, 225. 
-- of Rustam, the famous, 50, 

90, 242, 251. 
Wells sunk, 188. 
Wild fowl, 28; migration of, 183. 

Wind, a. terrific, 196; fierce north
west, 107 ; wearing effect of, 
163. 

"Wind of 120 days," the,· 35, 88, 
162, 165-169, 202, 250. 

Wind-storm, 197. 
Windmills in Seistan, 169. 
Winds, prevailing, 60-61. 
'Willow, the Babylonian, 81, 88, 

190. 
-- trees, 87, 118, 144. 
Wolf, a. mad, 197; a. tame, 214. 

"Yak Gumba.z," 185, 187. 
Ya.kub the Brigand, 157. 
" Ya.min-ul-Nizam/' the, 209. 
Ya.zdan, 124. 

Zahidan, ruins of, 138, 152, 159, 
163, 169, 229, 231, 246; plateau 
of, 205, 224, 242, 251. 

Zaru, 53. 
Zeh, plains of, 34. 
Zia.ra.ts, 228. 
Zireh, hollow of, 95. 
Zoroaster, 229. 
Zoroastrian Tower of Silence, 96. 
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