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• AS OTHERS SEE US' 

THE opinion of foreign contemporaries is said 
to be ~ foretaste of posthumous fame in the ~ase 
of men. But with a nation foreign opinion is the 
only kind of reputation it can enjoy. Its owa 
self· praise is no recommendation to other people; 
quite otherwise. If, then, we want to know how. 
England stands in the eyes of the world, we can· 
obviously only do so by looking through foreign·· 
spectacles. \Vhat a man's neighbours think of · 
him forms the moral atmosphere of his life. Nor , 
can he fail practically, if not explicitly, to learn· 
how he is looked upon by his neighbours at almost· 
every stage of his existence. But with nations· it ' 
is different; they live a self-centroo life. Only 
when the war-dogs are straining at the leash cjo 
they ~d to trouble themselves about what other · 
nations 'think of them. Now it is just iri the· 
peaceful interludes that the misconceptions arise , 
which lead to the horrors of war. England has·· 
only recently learnt how she is regarded abroad, · 
and the revelation was a startling one. Her very· 
ignoran~ was her danger. 

Here, then, was an opportunity for doing a work 
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h\ighly\ )anised · on the Continent than in this 
-~-· un_t~'{nd German .a~d F~cnch criticism qf our. 
, n: ilita~, al!1~- cve,n o~ our. ~~val, sy~tem may be of 
. ceptional,lJnterest and utility. . . 
. But .. the ·pe~. has· nqw-a-days a double function 

· rJr our· instrucftdP. :- it can write and it can draw . . ,_ . . '\ 

.A,few:touches ofbl~ck and.whitc can often convey 
;ais ip.uc\1 ~eaning-ailr.l, ~!: ~ !jluch mi~conception- · 
· a.'s a· whol~· chapter. It; is ho):h.~ tu iii<:lude iri this 
~cries ·'1: volume containing foreign caricai.:;.e, of·· 
.~nglish life. and contemporary _history, which will . 
t~o~: form Jhe .least ~amusing contribution·. from 
1vhtch; we can learn. how other,; see us. · . . · 

It is possible that the present century 'viii be the 
~as.t .in the 'world's his~ory .during which national . 

· types will 'remain . distinct, .at Jeast 'so far as the 
. ~ore highly developed .nationalities are concerned; 
. Closer coq~.munication. corrup~ ·national peculi­
.aiities. •. A,lready national. dre~s has practically. 
dlisappeared · in WeStern Europe,· and .what has 

. .'Happened with head:gear · will soqn foilow with 
. •kha~.it eovers.: •Whet)ler ~his 'process is for. good . 
. ~)r .m :"'ho )hall say? .but it is an i~e":itable o~e. 
·llnder the present :system of commerc~ahsm. Still, 
:•the_process·is riotyei:. complete; and meanwhile we 
:pave a: . fi.mi.l. opportunity of seeing ourselves as 
6thers see' us. . . : · · · · · · 

jOSEPH ]ACOBS. 
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. ~f even, nationai importance .. There Was danger 

.ip ~ngland's ignorance of the light in which other 
l)ations vie~.her.• Let us.remove that ignorance, 
~nd o11e soim;e of danger at least will, disappear:· 
that: is the. 'de~ of the present series.· It is ·to 
consist, of. recent books written by competent con­
i~inetital visitors .to our shores : from them at least 
we may learn to see ourselves as others see us .. 
I .. f . , 

1 

, It will easily . be understood that books like 
.j:hes~ will contain many. errors of detail, many 
wisconceptions of. the English national character, 
',:~ut therein lies their value. · It is by allowing for 
these ·misconceptions that WC? can understand, 
.: ,xplain, and ·pardon. . Englishmen have certain 
jleas. of themselves, of their own chafacter, which 
\t many pqints will be found to conflict strongly 

: ~ith the \idea formed abroad. The contrast is 
: (ften i<:~ '~t as that between Mr. Punch's picture 
of Jol\.> ·•• '\ and .the. comic Englishman of the 
bon~inei/.. •I • \i~aturist. . But that ,very example 

~'na,; .. t·.em .. ··.;;ll.· \hat our. q>nce. p. t.ion of the Eng.lish. 
hai~~tt!r•r,f; ~·!"e as .far removed from the truth as 

l ny Id <'~n· one .. Who ever saw Punch's ,;John 
\~ull walking on English soil ·now-a-days}' i.~.,..., 

·For these reasons no attempt has beet; made to~ 
intout errors in the books of this series. It;~­
t tQ.es~ that are· instructive. But ,tfhe can Ie/,.rh.: 

.:t little ·from the mistakes of the ,l!inorant .. C..real' 
'·'Is been taken that the o8~rvcrs/whose . .· ~-·. ~ 

in an English· dr~~sna)r be 
.. our will be. f!~de;tf. · PJvent 
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a further source of error slipping in during th<' 
process of translation, but for this the individu;J 
translators are responsible. 

From what countries shall we select our conr 
tinental critics 1 The larger the nation now-a-day~. 
the more closely the type and ideal of nationl 
character approximates to a common form. It i . 
probable, therefore, that we shall get less mis . 
conception, and therefore less instruction- an 
amusement-from French or German books o · 
England than from the nativeS of other countries. 
The smaller nations, too, have less conscious rivalry 
with England, and are likely to report- more 
impartially. Search has been made among them, 
and early volumes of the series will contain reports 
of Portuguese and Swedish sojourners among 
them. But French and German opinion will not 
be excluded, and it may be hoped that from halfrr 
a-dozen volumes an adequate idea will be obtained 
of what Europe thinks of England. 

What applies to the national life in general hai' 
almost equal application to special departments ol 
it. from time to time monographs appear bj 
:;ki)L:d\ continental critics contrasting their owt . 

. with our. system of education, of land tenure, (.; 
.~tion;,and even of art, for the Continent is il : 

: w~ing up t~ the fact that there is such a thing 
English Art. . .Here we cannot hope for instruct!. 
fro~·~ ~".~~ous errors of the foreign r~'V>-t){ 
for 'II tl,"~. direction we need expA-· · 
In paruildlar,'.the science of , .. 

. . . \ " 
• ... - . I . 
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PREFATORY-NOTE 

THE following pages: are a translation of the 

)?ortu~uese work Ain$laferra de HoJe of. Oliveira 

Martins, which~ was published at Lisbon in 1893, 

a~d contains an ac~ount .of. ~ vi~it_ paid by the 

~uthor to England in the preceding-summer. 
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