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*AS OTHERS SEE US’

THE opinion of foreign contemporanes is said -

to be a forctaste of posthumous fame in the case
of men, But with a nation forcign opinion is the
only kind of reputation it can enjoy. Its owa
sclf-praise is no recommendation to other people;

quite otherwise. If, then, we want to know how.
England stands in the eyes of the world, we can
obviously only do so by looking through foreign-’
spectacles.  What a man’s neighbours think of °

him forms the moral atmosphere of his life. Nor

can he fail practically, if not explicitly, to learn"
how he is looked upon by his neighbours at almost’

cevery stage of his existence. But with nations’it’

is different; they live a seclf-centred life, Only.

when the war-dogs are straining at the leash do

they r}aed to trouble themselves about what other |

nations ‘think of them. Now it is just in the

peaceful interludes that the misconceptions arise |
which lcad to the horrors of war. England has

only recently learnt how she is regarded abroad, -

and the revelation was a startling one, Her very

ignorance was her danger.
Here, then, was an opportunity for doing a work
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+DITOR’S INTRODUCTION v

hiighly', .janised on. the Continent than in this
- ¢ _untry md German and French criticism of our
military, ,nd evén of our naval, system may be of

" eskceptional ¥ interest and utility.

- . But_the Ped has-now-a-days a double function
fq)r our lnstmctldl': - it can write and it can draw.
A few touches of biack and white can often convey
;s much meaning—and, a3’ much misconception—
‘d@sa whole chapter. Itiis hOP\..J 10 include in this
geries @' volume containing foreign caricaiiires of-
Lngllsh life and contemporary history, which will

mot, form the least "amusing contribution” from
thh we can learn how others see us.

Tt is possible that the present century will be the
fast in the ‘world's history during whxch national -
types will remain distinct, at least 'so far as the
fnore hlghly developed .nationalities are concerned.
Closer communication, corrupts national peculi-
Aarities. Already national dress has practically-
dnsappeared in Western Europe, and what has
Happened w1th head-gear will soon follow with
-n{fhat it covers.” *Whethe# this process is for good
~ior ill . who. 5 all say ? but it is an mevtta.ble one
aander the present system of commercialism, Still,
Jthe process-is not yet complete, and meanwhile we
have a ﬁndl opportumty of seeing ourselves as

others see us.

L - JOSEPH JACOBS.
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)f even, national importance, There was danger
‘ in England’s ignorance of the light in which other
nations view her.: Let us remove that ignorance,
znd one source of danger at least will dlsappear -
that’is the’ ‘dea of the present_ series. ' It is to
Fons'sc of xedent books written by competent con-
tinental visitors to our shores: from them at Ieast
we may learn to see ourselves as others see us, .

! It will eas:ly be. understood that. books like
\these will contain' many. errors of detail, many
mxsconceptlons of.the Engl:sh national character
‘out therein lies their value. It is by allowing for
these ‘misconceptions that we can understand,
,xplam and pardon  Englishmen have certain
peas of themselves, of their own character, which
it many points ‘will be found to conflict strongly
wth the \xdea formed abroad. -The contrast is
Ciften’ 3y ‘q.t as that between Mr. Punch’s picture
of Jolt# «.  and the: comic Enghshman of the
‘*ontmei{ Al “ticaturist. .But that very example
nay’ remia 1.0 “that our conception of the English.
hars, stec :,t. e as far removed from the truth as
%ny Ri#n one. . Who ever saw Punck's John
3ull walking on English soil ‘now-a-days y.a. e T
-For these reasons no attempt has beetr- macﬁe to*
int out errors in the books of this sefies. It 75

t these that are instructive. But dhe can lc/.rn
it httle ‘from the mistakes of the @norant G'rea,b’
“as been taken that the o‘ba.g.rvcrs/whose

in an English- drq:s.wlsh be

~our will be ﬁade 73 prpvent



iv . EDITOR’S INTRODUCTION

a further source of error shppmg in during the
process of translation, but for this the mdmdua,l‘
translators are responsible. '

From what countries shall we select our conr
tinental critics? The larger the nation now-a-days,
the more closcly the type and ideal of nationa
character approximates to a common form, Itig
probable, therefore, that we shall get less mis
conception, and therefore less instruction —an
amusement—from French or German books o
England than from the natives of other countries.
The smaller nations, too, have less conscious rivalry
with England, and are likely to rcport- more
impartially, Search has been made among them,
and early volumes of the series will contain reports
of Portuguesc and Swedish sojourners among
them. But French and German opinion will not
be excluded, and it may be hoped that from halfy
a-dozen volumes an adequate idea will be obtained
of what Europe thinks of England.

What applies to the national life in general ha.:‘
almost equal application to special departments of
it. From time to time monographs appear by

_skilled, continental critics contrasting their ow1.

_with our. system of education, of land tenure, ¢!
tion, and even of art, for the Continent is j/

:nh,}.mg up tg the fact that there is such a thing

English Art, . .Here we cannot hope for instructy

{rom'the unconscious errors of the foreign rem-ﬁ{

for ip this direction we need expe-

In pam&'ltlar »the science of v

. PEESI F) .
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PREFATORY- NOTE

THE followmg pages are a translat:on .of the-
]?ortuguese work 4 Ing’laterm de Hq;e of Qliveira
"Martms, which, was published at Lisbon in-1893, |
‘and ‘contains ‘an_ account of -a v151t pald by- the
author to England in the preceding summer.
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