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PREFACE.

D e——,Oe———

Tty book 1is the result of nearly fé-m‘-'years of travel
and study in the countries and colonies of which it
treats. I have descrzbed and discussed no place that
I did not visit, and in'every one I remained long enough,
and was fortunate ev)imgh i learning the views and
experiences of the local authorities and best-informed
resi(leuts,‘ to make sure at any rate that I was not
misled into mere hasty impressions.  If I appear to
present some of my conclysions with excessive cor*idence,
this fault is to be explamed and I trust excused, ﬁ1st
by my, (;onvzctzon of the tmportance to Great Bmtam of
the issues involved, and second, by my faith in tko
accuracy and wisdom of my many informants.
The Far East presents itself to the attentive traveller.

under two aspects, J¢ is the last Wonderland of the
World ; and it s (LlS‘O the seed-bed of a multitude
of new political issues.. I have endeavoured to reflect’
in these pages this twofo.lcl‘ quality of my subject. Thére-
Jore the record of mere travel is interwoven with that of

investigation : the incidents and the adventures of the
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hour are mingled with the factors and the statistics of
the permanent problems. By this means I have Loped
to reproduce upon the reader’s mind something of the
E’ﬁfth of the Far East upon my own. It is a picturc
whzch 18, destined, either in bright colour or in sombre,
to become mcreasmgl y familiar to him in the Juture.
1 find myself wholly unable to acknowledge Jrere even
a small part of the help and hospitality I recdfved and
I can onl y express this general but deep obligation. To
' Sir Robert Hart, Bart., however, first of all; to Sir
Cecil Clementy Smith, ex-Qovernor of the Straits Settle-
ment ; to Sir G. William Des Voluz, formerly Governor
': of Hongkong ; and to Mr. F. A¥ Swettenham, C.3.G.,
British Resident of Perak, I have to offer my special
thanl.s. To my friend Mr. R. L. Morant, whose know-
ledge of Siam vs more intimatg than that of any foreigner
living,-and wha at the time of my stay in Bangkok was
gbvernor.of the late Crown Pgince and tutor to the
_“Royal children, I Lave to acknowledge great ipdebted-
#ess. I meed hardly add that these gentlemen must not
be forciblgj connected with any of 'my opinions. M. J.
Scott Keltle, Assistant Secretary of the Royal:Geo-
“graphical Society, the Librarian (2f the Colonial Office,
and the . Lzbmman of the, Boyal Statistical Society,
“have been g J()Od enough to give me wvaluable technical
asststance.
In a few instances I have reproduced here, with
cansiderable alterations, parts of contributions to the



PREFACE. .ix

daily and periodical Press, clhiefly descriptions of places:
written on the spot.  The greater part of the illustrations
are fron my vwn photographs; one or two are by that
excellent photographer A. Fong, of Hongkong, ong or
two Ly Mr. Chit, and one by Myr. Loftus, both of
Bangiicl. The maps, which presegnt certain geogr aphwal .
Jfacts no*—s0 Jar as I know—to be found m conjunction
elsew/zczc have been dr awn wnder my own SUPETTISTON.
H.N.
LoxnpoxN, December 31, 1894. |



ERRATA.

- Page 134, line 12 from foot: Jor 257,068,654 read 257,048,654,
« s 136, , 5 from top 3 for 63,231,047 read 63,211,047.
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