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PIlE FA.{] E. 

·-
'11IIIs book is the result. of nearly f?ur .11ear$ of travel 

~:uul study z"n the countries and colonies of which· it". 
.treats. I have described and discussed 1w place that 

1 di£l not visit, and i1~fvery one I 1·e1nained long enough, 

and was fodunate erlough in learning the views and 

experiences of the local auth01·ities . a1id best-informed 

residents, to 1nake sure at any rate that I was~ not 

misled into 1nere hasty i1npressions. If I appear to 

present some of my conclJtsions with excessive co-P . .fiden~e, 

this fault is to be explained, and I trust exc'ltsed, ji1·st?. 

uy my. cpnviction of the importance to Great J!ritain of .. 

the issues involved, and second, by 1ny faith ifb- th() 

.accuracy and wisr)01n of 1ny many :informants. 

The Fa1· East presents itself to the attentive traveller . 
• 

uwler two aspects. It is the last Wonderland of the . . 

lVorld ; and it is also t~e s;ecl-bed 9[ a multitude 
of new political issues . . I have endeavoured to reflect' 

in these page1 this twofold quality of 1ny subject. There-

fore the record of mere travel is interwoven witk that of .. 
incestigation: the ·incidents and the adventu.Tes of the 
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hour are 1ninaled 'with the factors and the statistics of 

the _permanent problems. By this means I lul'l:e hoped 

to reproduce upon the Teac?er's 1nind som-ethin.lJ of the 

.-effe~ of the Far East upon my own. It. is a 11ictun: 

tollich is. destined, either in briaht colou'rt> or in sombre, 
# • . 

to become increasingly fa~miliar to him in the jutu~e~ 

I find myself 'lVlwlly unable to acknow.ledge lire ecen 
a smali part of the lwlp and ltospitatity I -rec,/:ved, and 

! can only_ express this aeneral but dee1J obligation. To 

Sir Robert Hart, Bart., however, first of all; to' Sir 

f!ecil Clementi Smith, ex-Gm;e1·nor of the Strait.<J Settle-

.. ment; to Sir G."William Des ~lux, formerly Go~·ernor 
· of Honakona; and to Mr. F. A.' Swettenha1n, C.ltl.G., 

Br~tish ·Resident of Perak, I have to offer my special 

thanks. · To my f1·iend Jir. R. L. Morant, ~whose kmno-• . 
ledge of Sia·m is more ·intimattJ than that of anyforeianer 

living,.JJnd u;lto at tlte time of rny stay in Bangkok was· 

governor . of the late Crown Ptin~e and tutor to the 

Royal children, I ltat•e to acknowledge great ittdebted-- . 
-tuss. I need ha1·dly add that these gentlemen must not 

be forcibly connected w·ith all!J of my opinions. JIT. J. 
Scott Keltfe, Assistant Secretary of the Royal' Geo-

• . 

gr.apltical Society, the Lib-rarian 1 the Colonial Office, 

and the .Lib1'!rian of tl~.Royal Statistical Society, 

•ltave been good enoual; to give 1ne valuable technical 

ass'!stance. 

In a few instancea- I ha~·e 1·eproducell here,· u·ith 
• 
consideTable alterations, ~arts of contributions to the 

' 
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daily awl paiudical" Press, chiefly descriptions of places·. 

written on the spot. '1'7te greater part of the illustrations· 

au. from my uzcn photographs; one or two are by tltat 

excellent photographer A. Fong, of Hongkong, 0171 or . 

tzoo [;y Jlr. Chit, and one by Jfr. Loftus,. both of· 

Bang,~·~!.-. The maps, which pre:<?.t:nt certain geogrcr:pkical' 

facts no 1-sn far as I know-to be found in conjunction 
' 

elsewlu:rt) hat·e been drawn unde1· my own supervision. 

H. N. 
LoNDON, December 31, 1894. 



ERRATA. 

· l'age 134, line 12 f1·om foo\: /OJ: 2.57,068,654 read 257,048,654. 
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