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FOREWORD• 

There is something in Acharya KJ.:ipalani's way 
. ot thinking and writing which distinguishes it from 
from others', and those who know him, can tell at 
once that a particular thing is from his pen. This is 
the impression that the present collection has left on 
my mind. 

The collection is likely to. be of considerable help 
to the student in making his choice from the various 
ideologies that are at present be,ing, made current in 
the country. Acharya Kripalani , has, · I think, sue-

. ; 

ceeded in demonstrating that the programme adopted 
by the Congress in 1920, is· as necessary for securing 
Freedom, as it was in 1920. 

He is right in his statement that there is no such 
thing as "Gandhism." Insistence on Truth is an 
eternal principle. The jewel of Non-violence was dis

. covered d~g the search for and contemplation of 
Truth, and the programme of 1920 is part of the 
·practice of Ahimsa. To expect Freedom without this 
1s to plough the sands. 

M. K. GANDHI. 

• Being a translation of Gandhiji's Foreword to the 
Gujarati Edition of this book. 
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THE TWO REVOLUTIONS 

The problem before us is stupendous. It is not' 
merely political. It embraces the whole of life· 1n all 
tts various departments. Other people· in their days; 
bad to adjust their lives to a single revolution. we; 
have 1n our time to adjust ourselves to a double revolu-·. 
tlon. We are not fairly out of the one and we are now; 
faced with another, greater and more comprehensive/ 

The first began. with the advent and establish-; 
ment of the British Raj. Dazzled by its organised;: 
youthful strength, that like a hurricane carried every-· 
thing before it, we stood agape at the achievements: 
of the West, in a brief space of a century or so. we· 
thought we could come up to the Western strength,~ 
~mclency and joy of life only by copying thefr·· 
·methods, accepting their values and ·attitude towardS: 
life and its problems. Fired with zeal we, with hard 
cruel strokes, produced a bastard, which could be dis;..· 
tingulshed. from the West by its inferiority, by the co
lour of its skin and the blood in its veins. Like the mule 
it, looked strong and serviceable but uncreative. This 
-was natural. How could it be otherwise, with a race 
that had striven hard and accomplished much. But it 
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'1'HE GANDHIAN WAY 

had to stop to take stock of its past and strike a new 
fresh path 1n keeping with its genius, its Svadharm_f!. 
and Svabha. born of ages of experience and Sanskara. 

. Thls stock taking and striking a new path 1n 
keeping with the national genius constitiutes the 
second revolution. The two are going on side by side. 
Both have their votaries, though the first seems to be 
en the wane. So far as the present Is concerned, the 
seconc:!Jevolution has been creative 1n all those depart-- ___. ' 

ments 1n which it has been able to find a path suited 
to the Indian temperament. I shall take some 
examples from Bengal to make my point clear. 

· The first Western impact 1n a religious people 
produced a. religious ferment, resulting 1n the es
tablishment of a new sect, the Brahmo Samaj. It had 
much to its credit. It produced some outstanding 
personallties. But tt could not create a movement 
India-wide or penetrate into the masses, or draw 
the busy world's attention to itself. This was done by 
a more purely Indian movement, I mean the move
ment deriving its inspiration from Shree Rarmkrishna, 
unfolded by the genius of Swami Vivekanand. This 
movement not only penetrated into the masses. 
affecting the whole peninsula, but arrested attention 
abroad. To-day Shree Ramkrlshna and Vivekanand 
are names that belong to the history of world's rellgions. 

In literature, so long as Bengal was content to 
translate, it produced nothing . worth mention. But 
soon came Bankim, Sarat Chatterji and the great 
poet. Who dare say of them that they are decked in 
foreign garments? The result has again been glorious. 
The great poet's name is one to conjure with all the 
world over. 
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In painting, Ravi Verma created in Western 
Realistic style gods and goddesses devoid of the illusive 
grace of average Indian womanhood. We are now 
famlllar With the New Bengal School. In· fact, it is 
the new Indian School of painting deriving its 
inspiration from Bengal •. It has something of the 
-aroma of Ajanta. Its very earthly figures seem to be 
just descended from the clouds. It has already won a 
place in the world's gallary of painting. 

In science, the great Jagdish Bose, working 1n the 
spirit of his people has demonstrated the unity of life. 
Elsewhere science may invent life-destroying form.ulre, 
ln India, it c·an only demonstrate the unity of things, 
animate and inanimate. 

These examples should sumce. Whatever has been 
Inspired and informed by the Indian spirit, has been 
fruitful in a short time, has been creative. Whatever 
a.Spects of national life have not cast off the foreign 
grip show not only stunted growth but also barrenness. 
Take one example of the latter, architecture, in the 
land of the Sou them temples and the Taj, there has 
not been, after the advent of the British,· one building 
worth looking at, inspite of the activity of the 
Government, the Indian princes and the big zam.indars. 
One has only to look at the Victoria Memorial near ... 
by. New Delhi 1s a standing scandal. The 'Villas in 
Western style, miscalled 'palaces' that our puppet 
Rajahs have built with the money squeezed from the 
starving peasantry show the degenerate modern taste. 
Everything is expensively ugly. 

U tllen we are to accomplish anything great we 
have· to settle our accounts With the first revolution 
and cast in our lot With the second. Recently politic$ 
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has caine to the fore-front and absorbed our attention~ 
We had fondly hoped that it was but a small portion 
of human happiness that governments could make or 
mar; but we soon discovered that upon the form of 
government rested the foundation of our society; that 
our culture~ It it was to .survive. and fructify~ must be 
helped by free indigenous political institutions. It 
was, therefore, natural that the political oroblem. 
should loom large. . 

The political awakening is about half a century 
old. It began under foreign inspiration and on foreign 
models which we neither understood nor assimilated. 
The result was a yearly assemblage of learned and 
ambitious lawyers for a trinity of days at Christmas. 
time when their courts . closed. They indulged in 
eloquence after the pattern of Burke, Sheridan and 
Gladstone, alternately denouncing and blessing their 
foreign masters whose creations they were. They 
passed some resolutions and dispersed to meet agaia 
next Christmas. Some of them, more earnest and 

1 more leisured made speeches in . the toy councils. 
collected facts and figures to arraign their masters at 
the bar of English public opinion. They fondly 
supposed that if their eloquent phrases, penetrating 
the Congress canvas could but reach the democracy 
beyond the seas all would be well. Deluded by utter
ances of the Liberal politicians who had not even 
grasped the logical implications of the slogans that 
they used for party purposes, and were Imperialists in 
disguise, they thought they had to speak loud and 
long to get what they wanted. Their faith in British 
democracy and British liberalism was cfiiid!ike. 
Sometimes it was pathetic. 

4 



'IHE TWO R:E.'VOL1JTIO:tTS 

This naturally produced a reaction and a party of 
nationalists sprang up in the Congress. This party 
distinguished itself by its protest against the pelicy 
of begging, and by louder and more unequivocal 
denunciations of the government. It did talk of going 
among the masses and a programme of work which it 
never carried out. Both parties were equally impotent. 
They could not satisfy the growing demands of the 
youth, nor allay the growing discontent that was 
bordering on desperation. To this dispair of the 
young was added a desire for revenge, born of the 
ruthless repr~ssion of all legitimate political activity, 
and a belief in terrorist methods. The result was the 
formation of a secret party . of terrorist nationalists, 
miscalled Anarchists. Anarchism is a philosophy of. 
life, connected with the honourable names of Kropotkin 
Tolstoy and Thoreau, having little to ·do with the bomb 
and the pistol. But the average bureaucrat under
stands as little of this, as t~e socalled anarchist who· 
stands at his bar, charged with murder or attempt to 
murder. All these three political groups recogilise, the 
first frankly the latter two with loud protests to the 
contrary, the foreign Western models of political agi
tation. The first on bended knees paid their homage 
to the guru; the other two showed their affection of 
the West by impacable enemity. Hinduism, true to 
human psychology, recognised enemity and hatred also 
as modes of worship, as concessions of superioritY. 

These exotic groWths could not last long. -The 
ineffectiveness of the one exasperated the nation. The 
other two by their destructive programme are fast 
proving their own inability to solve the national' 
problem. They did their little work and to-day are 
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1n disintegration. A more truly national movemeJlt 
1n politics is fortunately 1n the field alreadY:. It be
hoves us to examine its pretentions 1n some detail. For. 
the time we w1l1 sit as students, above all prejudice or 
prepossession. . . 

With the advent of Gandh1ji1n the political field 
the aims, obtects and method.s, .. of political activity 1n , 
India have been, so to say, revolutionised. Though he 
works through the same old institutions yet every 
thing is changed. Politics was considered an activity 
apart from the rest of life. It was cut off from religion,. 
morality, and social llfe. It had a passing connection 
with economics. It was one department of life that. 
could be studied and practised apart from the rest of 
life. With Gandh1ji .life was one and, therefore,. 
political activity was intimately- connected with. 
morality, with social reform, with ·economics, and with 
welfare work in general. All these acted and reacted. 
upOll ~Xle another. Sometimes, for political action, 1t 
was n~cessary to lay the greatest emphasis on social 
or moral or economic reform. Formerly, it was pos
sible for a nationalist 1n Bengal, Madras or Maharash
tra to be an orthodox reactionary 1n matters social, 
:and a radical in politics. Such anomalies have become 
b1atters of the past now. It was possible for a liberal 
to preach Swadeshi from the Congress platform decked 
nom head to foot 1n the latest foreign material and 
fashion. It was quite possible for him to be a first. 
rate leader with a few pegs inside his skin. His 
profession or his mode of life was no bar to the high
est offices 1n the National Assembly. All this has 
changed. Taught by Gandhijl, we have come to 
recognise that this Raj has no inherent strength but. 
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Js propped up by our National and individual short 
comings. It prospers on our weaknesses and vices. 
The best way to fight it then 1s by a process of· self--· 
purification and a reform in our institutions. The 
struggle for independence must go , on, sid~ by side 
With the efforts to improve ourselves. We may_ not 
for our Swadeshi wait till the establishment of Swaraj 
and the consequent protective tariff. 'JYe may, even 
now, pass a self-denying ordinance, which may be 
helpful to industry and commerce. For a dry India, 
we may not wait for the shifting of power, but we· 
may, by our example and peaceful picketing, produce . 
a dry India.· So about untouchability, Hindu Muslim· 
unity, national education and village Panchayats. We· 
need not walt tlll the advent of swaraj for the 
necessary drain-cleaning. We must begin the work 
without delay, and such work must embrace the whole 
field of National life. 

Some will doubtless say that these ideas were 
there even before Gandhiji. Some items were in the
old programme of the Bengal and Poena nationalists. 
I am not here concerned to establish the priority of 
Gandhiji in the field of discovery. My point, is proved 
if I can show that he has brought them more forcibly 
before the public, and has, in every case, seen to it 
that some organised constructive work . is done. Had 
the nation showed more faith in his methods and 

~~--- ~ 
given him greater and more loyal. support, more could 
have been accomplished in the last ten years than has· 
been possible. Even as it is, the change has . been 
tremendous. This may not be plain to the new gener
ation as to those, who had the good fortune or the: 
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misfortune of doing some serious political work be-
fore non-co-operation. __ 

The second change brought about, ls regarding 
the alms of the political movement. The aim to-day 
1s not the change 1n the personnel of the administra
tion, nor even the transference of the political power. 
or, the driving away of the foreigner, but the estab
lishment of a government of the people, by the 
people, and for the people. By the people, Gandhijl 
understands the starving. the naked, the downtrodden 
Daridranarayan, the submerged and the untouchables 
that stare us Into shame everywhere. By his precept 
and example every one joining him or his movement 
has to identify himself with the poor, from princely 
Motllal and millionaire· Jamnalal, to the common 
volunteer, each, of coursee, according to his strength 
and according to his faith-shraddha. He has taught 
us that those who would lead, should take the badge 
of service to the poor. All without exception must 
put on the poor men's garb, Khadl. 

He has placed practice before precept, and by his 
own life of rigid rectitude brought home to all, the 
lesson of self purification. The Congress had no creed 
truly so called. He gave it a creed and a programme 
and exhorted hiscountrymen to be soldiers true to to 
both. 

He has raised the moral level of po1itical life in 
the country. The same rules of cod.uct apply to 
political as to individual action. He insists that a 
politician's word should be as reliable a'3 g-entleman's. 
A publicman need not make promises which he has 
no intention to carry out in action. He must eschew 
all duplicity that goes by the name of dipl~macy in 
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politics. Gandhijl does not believe in the dangerowi 
moral doctrine that the means ·justify the end. His 
politics is based upon such verities as truth .and non
violence. Both these he has managed to make force
ful and dynamic. 

ms. is not the non-violence of the passive and 
emotionalist sage. It is an active principle that be
lieves in organising itself. It is not the old doctrine 
of non-resistance to evil, but one of intense and un-· 
bending resistance. But the resistence should not 
cost anybody his limb or life. However even if limb 
and life must be in danger the sacrifice has got to be 
made by the reformer. 

So, here we have a theory based upon principles 
governing all life and human relations, principles, as 
old as the rocks and yet, as new and fresh as only 
Truth can be. We have side by side the revelation 
in action and practice of the theory. Not only have 
we an idea but the idea has incarnated itself in a 
personality. An idea deprived of the dynamic force. 
of a personality would be empty as a person unguided 
by a principle would be unfruitful. It 1s when ideas 
take Awatars and are born in proper persons that 
they become effective in human a:f:Iairs; not taking 
birth they remain theories convincing the logical brain 
but not rousing belief, faith and Will. Bolshevism, 
had it not been incarnated 1n a dynamic and practical 
personality like Lenin, would have remained a mere 
Marxian theory and not vitalized a huge continent 
like Russia and been a menace to the world. Deprived 
of the practical Wisdom and the high courage of the 
great moral and spiritual personality of Gandhi, Truth 
and Non-violence would have remained as empty 
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principles or at best practised 1n the forest retreats or: 
by the weak to cover .. their cowardice 1n a fine and.. 
high sounding phraSes. · 
Octo~r. 1931, . (Students• Conference .. Calcutta). 
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KHADI AND INDUSTRIALISATION. 

Tm: most favourite, also as they think, the most: 
formidable argument, which the educated and more 
specially the socialists bring against Charkha ancL 
Khadi, is that these arrest and tum back the hands of 
the clock of modem progress. Impressed by the pro
sperity of the West, they have come to think that only_, 
the industrialisation of the country would solve the, . . 
problem of Indian poverty, Evidently these friends... 
have no occasion to .study the history of Modern., 
Western Industrialisation critically. If they had, they 
would not have been as dogmatic. Everywhere and._ 
at every step of industrialisation, whether in the West 
or in the East, the powerful arm of a national 
oligarchical government was at the back of the 
industrialists. Not only this, but in most of the 
countries such oligarchical national government were· 
actually run by either the industrialists and financiers. 
themselves directly, or indirectly by their paid puppets
This is so even to-day. The main point of attack of 
the socialists against the present modem governments. 
is, that they are directly or indirectly run by big_ 
business ln the Interest of capital. There 1s no other-

11 
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way knov;n to history than oligarchical concentration 
of power for the industrialisation of an agricultural 
country. The recent experiment in Russia goes only 
to prove this point. There, a powerful oligarchy taking 
possession of all power and all the resources of the 
land have industrialised the country, and in some 
cases even against its wishes. This industrialisation 
has not been effected as in the capitalist countries in 
the interest of a small section of the population, the 
capitalists, but in the interests of the proletariat. 
The methods employed, however, are the same-the 
concentration of all the political and economic power 
in the hands of a well-knit, compact oligarchy that 
knows its own mind and what it is about. India has 
an oligarchical form of government, but the oligarchy 
being a foreign one, rules not in the interests of in
dustrialists and financiers of this country but of 
England. If the present bureaucracy could be re
placed by a coloured oligarchy, it may be possible for 
the latter to effect something in this direction, if it 
could get the necessary capital and the technical skill 
from outside. Both these it will not have except by 
some very substantial concessions to the foreigners, 
which would greatly impair India's sovereignty for a 
considerable time to come. 

The second factor in modern industrialisation has 
been the foreign markets. These foreign markets 
consist of so-called backward countries st:.pplyin~ raw 
material and serving as markets for the fi!lis'!:led pro
ducts. As the field for this economic exploitation o.I 
backward races has been narrowing for reasons now 
universally known, industry in the West and in 
America ar.d in parts of Asia has beer. experiencing 

12 
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ever increasing difficulties. These difficulties in the
past led to the Great War and may lead, unless timely 
-and heroic measures are adopted, to more wide-spread. 
and devastating world wars in the future. After a. 
couple of such wars, there will be no country Ief,t .Qn 
this planet of ours, civilised enoug:ij,,to . wish for indus-
trialisation in the future. 12. .. 

But even in the industrialised countries, has the 
problem of poverty of the masses been solved ? At. 
one time it seemed near solution in some favoured 
countries, when the industrialisation of other countries. 
in the V/est and the East upset the whole arrangement. · 
To-day there is no industrial capitalist country that. 
does not suffer from unemployment which threatens 
to be pretty permanent and chronic. The blame for· 
this state of affairs is thrown upon the anarchic con
dition of production and distribution of wealth under· 
capitalist regime. It is expected that the remedy 
would come from the planned national economy. This 
may be possible in some big countries more or less 
self-sufficient in respect of raw materials and having 
extensive internal markets, countries like Russia, U. 
S.A., and some others. So far · as smaller countries 
like England, and those on the continent, and Japan 
are concerned it would be impossible to do anything· 
by planned economy, if their imperial markets disap-. 
pear. Even when they are able to do something they· 
will have considerably to lower their present standard· 
of living, not for any one class but for all classes. 
Under favourable circumstances however a planned 
economy for free India, though difficult, is within the· 
range of possibility. Only it would reqUire a twcrfold. 
revolution, one that would get us natiollal indep·end.;,.-

13 
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'ence, and the other that would give us a planned 
economy, whether of the Italian or of the Bolshevic 
type. Till these revolutions are accomplished, it is 
idle to talk of the industrialisation of the country 
even if it were desirable. 

Recently in some local Councils there was a talk 
of planned economy for something or the other. Such 
talk betrays gross ignorance for which the only excuse 
is that such ideas emanate from legislators, not a 
clever community the world over, but having more 
than their share of ignorance here in India being 
attached to Councils that lack reality and seriousness. 
There can be no planned economy for production 
'Only, nor can there be any planned economy in one 
or two industries. The unit for planned economy 
·must be a country at least. It must embrace both 
-production and distribution. vVithout this there can 
be no planned economy in any scientific sense of the 
term. 

The history of recent developments in Indian 
industry shows the possibilities and limitations for the 
industrialisation of India situated as she is to-day. 
The cotton industry is ever at the door of the Govern
ment for protection in addition to the huge protection 
it receives from the Swadeshi movement. The 
Government protection is granted on the implied 
understanding that the industry 'Will behave itself, 
that is, support the Government in their schemes. The 
schemes of the Government are first to help Lanca
shire, their masters, and then for imperial reasons 
not to annoy Japan. In all the arrangement that they 
make in these two directions the Indian cotton interest 
must support the government. The Ottawa pact and 
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the two agreements with Lancashire and Japan fully 
bear out this. More has been lost by these pacts and 
agreements then what the cloth industry has gained 
from protection. It is threatened with extinction~ as 
much to-day as before. Even this doubtful protection 
was purchased by siding with the Government as 
against the Congress, their best friend 1n the long run 
If the mill agents had only the brains to understand. 
'The history of other Indian industries reveals a similar 
tale of woe. Some industries built up during the War 
with the patronage of the g~vernment saw this patron· 
age gone as soon as the War was over. It was thought 
that they interferred with the British Market. It is 
a notorious fact that the whole commercial, industrial 
and financial policy of the Government of India is 
mainly directed by Big business in England. This is 
·quite natural. The English came for the same. To 
expect them to help Indian industry at . the expense of 
British industry, or at the expense of their imperialist 
policy, is to delude oneself. . 

Some industrialisation in India, supported and 
unsupported by the Government, but always supported 
by the people, has been in existence now for nearly 
last forty years. Let us examine the results:- ·. 

The population supported by Agriculture in 
1891 was 61% 
1901 " 66% 
1911 " 71% 
1921 ,, 72.8% 

· Tbe figures for 1931 are not specifically given tn· the 
census report. But it is not difficult to deduce them 

. from the facts given there. They come to about '13% 
(Census Reports) ·, 
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:. These· figures are illuminating. They show a 
])regressive pressure on. the land. . They only go --to 
'prove that under the present regime India wll1 have 
·to wait till the Greek· Calends to effect any degree of 
·industrialisation. 

:Apart form this,· would it not be more appropriate 
-for the advocates of industrialisation to save the 
. already dwindling industries than to talk of · further 
industrialisation? As the facts stand to-day, nothing 
in the direction of industrialisation, that would count, 
can be done except by a national government. The 
.question then naturally arises, are we to wait till the 
advent of· a National Government to help the starving 
mi111ons of our countrymen? If we have to industri
alise before we can alleviate the poverty of the 
masses, I am afraid we will have to wait whether we 

·:like it or not. 
Yet, to do nothing in the meantime to mitigate 

the hardship and the horrors of this grinding poverty 
would be callous indeed. The work for Swaraj can 
e:ffectively be done only by those who have already 
begun to feel keenly about the poverty of the masses. 
These would not be true to their faith if while working 
for Swaraj, they did not devise means for the amelior
ation of the conditions of their countrymen to how
ever small an extent. Nay, such work itself would be 
work for Swaraj. This work of amelioration under 
the present circumstances can best be done by Charkha 
and Khadi. It also gives the necessary contact with. 
and influence over the masses without whose active 
help or at least passive approval no national revolution 
.can be possible. 

In this discussion I have scrupulously avoided the 
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views and personality of Gandhljl; This I have done 
because the opponents of the Charkha always bring 
his views about machinery, western civilization. 
sanyam and religion to confound the plain Issue. Lest 
this be done, I have kept his views and personality 
outside the discussion, which I wanted to . be entirely 
historical, economic and scientlflc. 
Gandht Ja11antt, 1934. 
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SOCIALISM AND KHADL 

SoCIALISM is in the air. Everywhere in the land 
are springing up socialist leagues and societies. This 
is so not only in In~a but the world over. Socialism 
seems to be the idea of the times. It has attracted to 
itself many of the best minds of the world. Even its 
opponents Fascism and ~azism clothe themselves in 
the garb of socialism and use its phraseology and 
catchwords. Every new group reform and group 
movement has therefore to justify its existence in 
terms of the aims of socialism. Let us see if Khadl 
can so justify itself. It is also necessary that there be 
no conflict between two movements claiming the same 
objective, the raising of the masses of humanity. 

For a scientific and systematic discussion of the 
problem it is necessary that we form a clear idea of 
'Yhat Socialism stands for. If we propose to import 
no pre-possession or prejudice in the Investigation, we 
would readily admit that religion,. sex-morality, the 
family, the State, industrialisation and several other 
things with which socialism is associated in half
educated and un-critical minds are not of the essence 
of socialism. The essence of socialism consists in its 
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·theory (right or wrong) of 'Surplus Value'. It is 
through this 'Surplus Value' that the exploitation o:t 
·the masses is carried on. This 'Surplus Value' take_s 
the form of profit, Rent and Interest.· An industry or 
·commerce that leaves no 'Surplus Value' that is, has 
no room for Profit, Rent or Interest, must be consider
·ed socialistic. It does not matter for scientific pur
poses whether the initiators and advocates of suc:Q 
commerce and industry believe in God or are materi: 
alistic; it does not matter whether they believe in one 
set of sex-rules or the other; whether they believe in 
industrialisation or not; they have the essence . of 
socialism in them. 

Now the Khadi Industry leaves no room . fm; 
. Surplus Value', no room either for Rent, Interest or 
Profit.· All the profits go to pay the services. Nothing 
is distributed to any other party performing any real 
·or imaginary services. The services .are paid on very 

· nearly equal basis. Some figures will make the point 
clear. The average earnings of a weaver are about 

· Rs. 131- to 151-, of a dhabi about Rs. 121- to 151-, of a 
painter Rs. 251- to 301- and of a carpenter Rs. ·251- tQ 
301- per month. The earnings of a spinner: are less, 
but spinning is only a part time leisure occupation .. 
As against this the average allowance paid to the or .. 
ganisers of this activity, some of them highly educated, 
is Rs. 201- per month (Gandhi Ashram figures). 

As a corollary from the theory of 'Surplus Value', 
Socialism has insisted upon the socialisation of the 
Instruments of production. So far as Khadi is con.., .. \ . ,, ' 

cerned the instruments of production are the Charkha. 
'3-nd the Loom. Those need not be socialised as their 
~ost is such that the average: villager can afford it:.. 
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Where the "villager cannot afford to furnish himselt 
with these prliriitive and simple machines but ls 
wlllllig' to work, the Spinners Association, a public 
body, comes to his help. So, - 1n fact, ·these rude· 
instrumentS of production are as good as nationalised. 

The other powerful instrument of production is 
capital. This is · nationalised being 1n the hands of 
the Spinners' Association. It is public property, 
earning neither Rent·nor Interest nor Profit. The few 
private producers 1n the field have also to regulate 
themselves by the standards set by the Spinners' 
Association. Their accounts and prices are subject to 
Inspection and check. They have 1n addition to face 
the Spinners' Association competition. They there
fore have to satisfy themselves with profits that cover 
only their· wages on a very moderate scale. . In fact, 
the whole of the Khadi Industry is a ·socialistic ex
periment and a socialistic venture. I have no doubt 
that if the present foreign government were replaced 
by an indiginous one, Khadi would be a national indus-· 
try run by the National Government in the interest of 
the proletariat. 

The logic of socialism is based upon the study of 
objective facts. However much an Indian sociallst 
may substitute this by the study of the socialist and 
bolshevic literature pouring 1n from the West in ever 
increasing quantities and swallowed with an ever 
increasing avidity and greed, it cannot be gain-said 
that socialistic theories claim to be based upon a. study 
of hard 'Objective facts.' They are. Realistic. Tbi.! 
1s the claim of all scientific socialism. The movement 
of Khadi more than· any other movement at the 
present times 1s based upon no preconceived ideas, no 

20 



SOCIALISM AND KHADI 

orthodoxies ancient or modern, religious or scientific. 
It is based upon the study of objective facts as they 
exist and manifest themselves in 700,000 of villages 
through out India. 

Socialism among other things believes in Revolu
tion. The Charkha in addition to its incessant 
revolutions which those who run may see, is responsible 
for other and more philosophical Revolutions. In 
vulgar minds a revolution is identified or confused 
with popular upheavals of a more ()r less. violent type, 
but the real essenc~ of a ... revolution lies in the 
re-valuation of ·values. From this point of view, no 
-other movement in modern India has produced a_ more 
thorough-going transvaluation of values .. This is not 

. only in the sartorial sphere but in many,. other spheres. 
It has ·made the respectable the disrespectable,- . and 
'Vice-versa; the beautiful the ugly, and the ugly the 

. beautiful. . Ideas of decency, art, necessity . and 
hygiene have all changed with the advent of .Khadi. 
The Char~a has not only affected the economics of 

: the masses but also of the classes. Khadi stands· for 
. a particular mentality and a particular philosophy. We 
. may agree with that philosophy or not, but there it 
· stands transvaluing values and producing a stupendous 
. revolution which only rank prejudice can afford to 
belittle or ignore. Such belittlfug and ignoring .would 

· 111 square with a Socialistic, Scientific · and Realistic 
. ·attitude of mind . 
. Gandht Jayanti, 1934. 



SOME OF THE LEARNED FALLACIES 
ABOUT KHADI. 

· Wmm the spinning wheel is placed before the
Villager, he has no argument against it, not because 
he is unable to argue, but because he Instinctively feels 
that the wheel will Increase his productive capacity, 
and will be to that extent, a source either of Income 
or saving. His difficulty is not that he is not convinced 
about the Charka's utility and desirability in his home, 
and in every village home, but that he is no more used 
to it. It is not done these days. His· whole life is 
guided by custom. The uncustomary ! how can it be 
done? 

Not so with the learned. If they can be convinced 
about the soundness of Khadi as an economic proposi· 
tion, they may have no further objection. This is 
what they feel,· though custom rules their lives, only· 
a little less than the villagers. While the villager 
cannot give a philosophical justification for his 
customs and narrow self-interest, the city man With 
his stores of learning can do this with seeming effect. 
He never does a thing without advancing some ideal
istic or scientific Justification. Very often the learned~ 

22 



SOME OF THE LEARNED FALLACIES ABOUT KHADI 

explanations he advances when critically examiD.ed, ~ 
turn out to be half understood and partially digested. 
knowledge, a kind of learned ignorance. · 

We here propose to deal· with some of the· 
objections raised by the learned against Khadl. 

The first objection is that Khadi is not an economic, 
proposition. Evidently the objectors are here confusing· 
economics with personal and household economy. In 

. . '· 
the language of the learned this would be the fallacy-_ 
of the undistributed middle, or of 4 terms. · That is/ 
they are using the same middle term but with different· 
connotation. They of course do not detect the fallacy: 
in their reasoning. What they mean by the p_roposition 
is that a yard of Khadi is dearer than a yard of the· 

-same sort of foreign or Indian mill cloth. But this; 
proposition has nothing to do with the science of 
economics. It may be. true and yet the science of 

. economics may accept it as a good economic policy fot 
a nation. Tlie fact is that econonucs is the science,. 
of the wealtli of nations. It was some times called: 

: Political Economy. Adam Smith styled his book ~ 
economics as "The Wealth of Nations." Some of the 

· classical economists did think that a universai stage 
. of the science of economics was at hand when there 
·will be no question of the wealth of nations as separate 
entities but the wealth of the 'world; that in the ftelc( 
_of economic activity, in the production, consumption,.--
distribution and exchange of wealth, the whole of 

-humanity will act as one unit, the different nations 
·being as the different divisions of a nation _to-day;
,_that there will be no national barriers, no tariff walls,· 
·no dumping, and wealth will flow' :from one country to 
another without let or hindrance. Th1s happy dreatti · 
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has not been .realised. To-day it is more distant than. 
ever. The science of economics deals with the objec
tive facts as they are to-day, not as they might be 1n. 
t;he future in some real. or utopian world. 

· 'Let us then .examine Khadi from the point of view 
of the. Indian' nation, _situated as it is to-day. Does 
the.production of Khadl add to' the National Wealth? 
There is no doubt that it does create some . wealth. Is 
this. done at the . expense of the. time and the energy 
With which greater units of wealth could be produced? 
The. whole argument for Khadi is based upon the un- . 
deniable·. fact of the leisu:re ·of the peasantry. which 
when it is least, is about 3 months in the year. 
Compulsory leisure in economic language is unemploy
ment. So when Khadi is produced it means that this 

- . . 
leisure is . fruitfully employed in the creation of. extra 
National Wealth. It is taking away, howsoever small 
a bit of national unemployment. The elim1ilation of 
unemployment from a nation's life is a·sound proposi-
tion in Economics. · 

There is. increased production. Some economists 
think that the standard of living in India cannot 
possibly rise unless . there is increased production per 
~nit of population. Khadi increases this production. 
It does ~his at. the . expense of no other greater 
production of wealth. It has not stopped the Indian 
!4llls. That is not its objective. For many years to 
~me all mills that are working, and many more, and 
all the Khadi that is produced to-day and much more 
Will be necessary to clothe the nation on the very· 
meagre basis of to-day. 
,. Khadi also increases the purchasing power of the 

l}ation. .Purchasing power is a recognised measure 
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for measuring national wealth. The villager spends 
less on cloth when he plies the charkha than when he 
does not. This means he has some surplus wealth 
which he can profitably use to better his standard of 
living. The rich when they purchase khadi may have 
to spend more, but it is not their standard of living 
that needs raising. As a matter of fact, even the rich, 
when they have taken to khadi, have saved many a 
rupee. At this stage it is not necessary to discuss how 
this saving is e:ffected. 

Khadi also stops wealth from going out, to the 
extent, it displaces foreign cloth. This again means 
that there is a· greater reservoir of national; wealth' 
from which individuals can draw and future production1 

can grow. So that khadi enriches, even when it seems' 
to take away something from· the pocket of· the: 
purchaser. What he loses 1n one form, he more than: 
gains in another. 

So from the points of View of (1) the dimunttion: 
of unemployment (2) increase in national production 
(3) the purchasing power of the poor,· and (4l the· 
collective wealth of the Nation, charkha and khad1 are 
sound propositions in Economics. 
Gandhi Jayanti, 1934. 
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LARc~: scale factory · production has everywhere 
made · · the machine the master of . man. By 
concentrating wealth in the hands of an ever-narrow
ing group it has created classes at war with each other, 
keeping society in · perpetual unstable equilibrium, 
I.eading to revolution and counter-revolution. The 
social and moral evils of the factory are too well known 
to need mention ·here. But all this can be regulated 
if power were in the hands of the wise, and the good 
who worked jn ·public t..-rtterest as distinguished from 
that of the owners of the machines. It is quite possible 
that a wise government eithe.r by or for the masses. 
may so order production and distrtbution of wealth, as 
to eliminate inequalities and with the disappearance 
of inequalities, the social and moral evils associated 
with large scale machine production may cease to be. 
Humanity under such circumstances where production 
and distribution were ordered not for private but for 
public good and advantage, may enjoy all the benefits 

. of science without its evils. It may make the machine 
its slave and not its master. But before such a wise 
authority is established or created, it is idle t<' nope 
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that the present ills that humanity suffers from can 
to any appreciable extent be eliminated. 

Experience has proved that factory and social 
legislation of howsoever radical a nature, has been 
unable to remove the inequalities created by the 
capitalist order. They remain, creating jealousy, 
discontent, hatred, strife and war between the classes 
of the "haves" and the "have-nots.'' Science if it is to 
regulate economic life for the advantage and the 
advancement of humanity must regulate not only 
production and a minor part of it, but also consumpt
ion, distribution and exchange of wealth. To-day 1n 
capitalist society all that science is allowed to do, is 
to increase production not only of u~eful but even ot 
useless, may, of harmful commodities. Science havin~ 
created the machines and technique, has stopped, 
there. The machines have come to be owned by fair' 
or foul means, more by the latter, by an ever narrowin~ 
number. If humanity is to take advantage of science 
it must allow it to regulate the production of useful
commodities, in quantities needed by society eliminat
ing the useless, and the harmful, in the interest of not 
only the present generation but also of the -future 
generations. Science must regulate the distribution, 
exchange and consumption of all wealth which it has 
helped to create. · To-day if physical sciences have 

_ made the control of nature possible social sciences 
have made it quite possible to introduce scientifically 
planned economy. So if the votaries of science 
advocate its use in one department, the factory, to be 
consistant, they have to proceed further and bring the 
whole of the economic and social life under the rule 
of sci'ence. The partial use of science produces to-day 
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utter :confusion and chaos 1n · the economical. and 
therefore 1n the social and political life of humani~y. 

.. Before the ~dvent of the machin~ and the factory, 
the economic life of an agricultural civilization, with
Its .. co~tage industries . was more equitably regulated. 
than no~ under tlle capitalist system. The question 
therefore arises whether it is desirable to introduce 
greater confusion 1n countries that are more or less. 
governe<t by the old economy. The old order is regulated: 
by custom and protected from gross abuse by moral 
and social sanctions,- that the most powerful flnd. 
di.mcult to disregard., . 

. Apart · therefore from any preconceived theories. 
f_or or, against the machine and the mechanic age, a. 
.Practical reformer woUld seriously ask himself, whether 
it would be worth his while to introduce a more chaotic 
economic life, than already exists with its resultant 
inequalities, dirt, squalour, physical and moral disease,. 
jealousy, hatred, and war between classes; and then 
~aving . introduced these, to await a bloody and 
sanguinary revolution to readjust the scales ? Would 
it not . be preferable to live and struggle under the 
pres~nt regime bad as it is, till a more ordered, 
scientific · and planned economy became possible; and 
ln the meanwhile to utilise all opportunities to put 
more life and energy 1n the old order, to make it better 
and more servicable? It is. quite possible for the 
reformer to hold such views. This is what lies among 
other things at the root of the present efforts to revive 
cottage and village industries. It is for those who 
advocate the cause of science and mechanisation to 
show that they have not only the necessary ability and 
the will but also the power to make science to regulate 

28 



SWADESm AND COTTAGE INDUSTRIES 

all the departments of the economic and social life. 
So far as India is concerned we have not even the ,. 

small power that other free nations possess under a. 
capitalist regime for labour and social legislation, to 
protect our masses from the extremest kind of exploit-: 
atlon. A very conservative and admittedly a non
revolutionary trade union as the one at Ahmedabad~ 
guided by the spirit of Gandhiji's compromise, 1s unable 
to protect the very moderate and reasonable rights of 
labour. Guided by a policy, of ruthless and short
sighted selfishness, the mill-agents have always been 
busy in recent years to effect huge wage cuts. This, · 
inspite of the fact the Mills 1n Ahmedabad have been 
reaping a good harvest of profits and the number of 
mills are increasing every year. The wage cuts are re-: 
sorted to inspite of the help and the protection that the 
mills have been getting from the Swadeshi movement by 
which the Indian consumer ungrudgingly pays more 
than he would pay for similar goods from Lancashire 
or Japan, inspite of the fact that whatever protectiort 

' . 
was demanded of government was always backed up b~-
public opinion, inspite of the fact- that the mills have. 
ever refused to put their own house in order, and the 
agencies have been unwilling to make any cuts in their 
fat and unreasonable agency charges. Public workers 
have been acting as the unpaid agents and canvassers 
for the mills. They have advertised for them, and at 
great phbllc eXpense organised exhibitions . for 
t!leir benefit. The profits of all this Swadeshi, public 
and patriotic efforts have been silently swallowed up 
by the few capitalists. They have broken pledges
solemnly given · to the Congress. Ever since. the 
Swadeshi and boycott spirit took· possession ot . the 
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nation, the mill interests have played a mean, un
.:patriotic and suicidal game. They sa raised the pri~es 
in the days of the partition agitation that they brought 
·about the literal collapse of the Swadeshi movement . . . 
·Of the times. Since 1921 they have increased the 
:production of the lower counts of cloth coming in direct_ 
·competition with the movement that supported them, 
·the movement of Khadi; for all those who could not 
take to Khadi, invariably exchsed themselves with the 
plea of Swadeshi. Some of the mills went further and 
.Styled their· production of lower counts as Khadi~ Since 
1932 ,there has be.en an open ·betrayal of the national 
·cause. Public workers know the haughtiness with 
-which mUl agents repudiated their agreements with 
-the Congress, made in happier times. In various other 
·ways they showed that they preferred narrow, short
:sighted selfishness to the national cause which in the 
,end would be their best protection If they had only 
the eyes to see and the brafus to understand. . Their 
spokesman in the Assembly not only supported repres· 

.sion but even called for the suppression of the 
·Congress. -By their help to the . Ottawa Agreement 
;and the pacts with Japan and Lancashire they have 
~ompletely demonstrated their unfitness to be the 

·guardians of their own interests much less of the 
-national interests. I have taken as an illustration 
·the cloth industry. The sugar and other industries 
·reveal the same tale of woeful disregard of public good 
·in favour of inordinate, immediate greed. 

When such is our helplessness that we cannot even 
·force agreements, when we cannot protect labour, when 
-we cannot protect the consumer, and when we, in 
:short, cannot reap where we have sown, .it is idle to 
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talk of helping and encouraging large scale machine 
' •. . . J 

production. We have tried lt with all the earnestness 
• • • • ' . • .t 

.and patriotism at our command. we hav~ protecte~ 
large industry from foreign competition, we hav~ 

tried to protect lt from foreign governme~t, '_Ve ~ave • 
.sought to protect it from revolutionary socialism and 

. . - ... . .. 
communism, yet we hav~ received nothing in ret~ 
except gross ingratitude and betrayal. If. industry h_as 
done this, commerce has done no better. The whole
sale and the retail merchants have always passed on 
to us foreign goods as genuin~ Swadeshi. 

· In the face of all this those who would ask us to 
advocate and protect machine made goods in the . ·. 
name of science and modernism would indeed be ask-
ing us to commit political and economic suicide. For 
these friends it would be more reasonable and' fruitful 

'. 

to first capture power and arm. themselves with . ' 
sanctions that will protect the masses, the cultivator, . . . . . 

the labourer and the consumer. Let them develop 
power to enable them to punish, and if need lJe to 
eliminate all those who stand in ths way of national 
good as measured by the masses, our helpless half-

'· 
starved countrymen. Let them get this power first 
and then advocate machine production or else they 
are greater and more dangerous theorists and more 
bigotted fanatics in the name of science than Gandhi 
is in the uame of his many fads. He at least sees to 
the interests of masses as distinguished from the 
interests of the capitalists. He wanted their co-oper
ation but they would have none of it, or him. Blinded 
by cupidity and selfishness they to refused the hand 
of fellowship in a common cause. They have chosen 
to kick the ladder upon which they have climbed to 
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ilietr present heights. I am· conscious of honourable 
exceptions but they have been few and far between. 
I am prepared to recognise that 1n the absence o! 
effective sanctions all this would have happened any 
where else. But all that only goes to prove that it is 
no use for the middle and poor classes to help 1n their 
own exploitation and slavery. It 1s no use for those 
who are poor to add to the riches of the rich. It is no 
use adding car to car, bungalow to bungalow. Let it 
not.be said that those who have much, much 1s added 
to them and· those who have little even that little is 
taken away from them. Let us without co-operating 
in the game of the rich capitalist yet keep to Swadeshl 
which must be the life blood of the nation. · 

Let, therefore, all thoughtful and vigilant patriot
iSm· that really cares for the good of the masses help 
cause, good and true,· of cottage industries, till power 
is captured and all production, exchange, distribution 
and consumption of economic wealth is ordered for one 
-and only one legitimate and moral purpose, namely, 
the greatest good of the crea,te~ numbers. 
April~ 1935. 



AN ECONOMIC LIVING WAGE. 

THE objection is again raised that Khadi does not 
pay a living economic wage to the worker.. What is a 
living economic wage? As a matter of fact for the 
wage earning population in general there can be no 
living . economic wage in a country where there is a.ny: 
great and chronic unemployment. There can only be 
customary wages changing after long intervals. These; 
In some well entrenched and powerfully organised 
trades and industries may come to the standard of 
economic living wage. But economic living wage for 
labour in general, does not exist to-day in any modern 
country except perhaps in Russia; and the wages in 
Russia will not be considered economic any where else • 

. except in Russia. Russia tolerates them to-day, only 
In the pursuit of an ideal. The so-called economic 
living wage, in some trades and industries, is really at 
the expense of the unemployed. 

But the objector may ask, does Khadi provide 
even customary wages for the kind of labour it em

. ploys? Here are some figures. The weaver gets from 
,Rs. 131- to 151- p.m., the washerman from Rs. 121- to 
15J-. The carpenter from Rs. 25J- to 30J-. The 
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printer Rs. 251- to 301-· (Figures according to Gandhi 
Ashram, Meerut). Those who know will admit that 
these are customary wages for the skilled labour 
mentioned here. Spinning is a part time and lelsure 
occupation. However, if a spinner works for 8 hours 
he would earn from 6 to 8 pice per day. The higher 
figure is in fact the customary wage paid to unskilled 
labour in the villages m many provinces. In some 
provinces higher wages are paid, but everywhere the 
conditions of labour are hard, and its demand is not 
steady throughout the year, but only seasonal. A 
steady income of two annas per day will satisfy rural 
labour in all provinces except perhaps in portions of 
Gujarat, Sindh and the Punjab. The objection about 
wages is, therefore, bound to disappear with the study 
of !acts in rural India. 

But what about the city? Whether in the city or 
in the village, nobody has ever advised those who are 
engaged in any kind of remunerative labour to substi
tute that for the Charkha. The whole economics of 
Charkha is based upon the idea that it is the most 
suitable suplementary industry for the agriculturist. 
Nobody wants the Charkha to be a substitute for any 
kind of more remunerative occupation. That the 
Charkha in the village apart from its supplementary 
character offers very nearly the customary wages for 
unskilled labour, must be considered an additional 
merit to its credit. 
Gandhi Jayanti, 1934. 

Note-Since this was v;rritten Gandhiji has introduced 
his new scheme by which the spinner gets three annas fo!' 
8 hours labour at the Charkha. But who can say that thi.:; 
is an economic living wage? All that can be said about i~ 
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THE LIBERTY THAT INDIA .WANTS. 

THE ."Times of India's" brain seemS to .tie full of 
' . . . . . . .. ) 

my speech at Vizagapatam. It has devoted a second. 
lengthy editorial to it. It is surprised that I still say 

• ' < ~ ' ' • - -· • - .. 

that the Congress ~s wai~ing fo~ ~he UP.rising of_~ t~~J 
nation's spirit to start Satyagraha. It is also surprised. 
that we want compiete liberty for this'nation. 

I have invariably found it liard for an Englishman 
to und-erstand the Indian point of view. it appears 
he will understand us OJ:lly when h~ coun~ry is !=on-1 
quered by the foreigner, ruled, exploited and humili:-; 

. . . . . - ' . . ' . . . . . . •. \. 

ated by him. Ruling_ nations cannot understand the 
feelings of the ruled . and conquered nations: . We 
Indians are often surprised to fiiid ' an , Engiishman; 
who is so jealous of his iibert'y: as to lay down . his" life 
for his nation, fans to understand thiS legitimate 
ambition in us. Wherever. poiitical libe.rty is denied. 
to other people and· injtistice done, the Engiishmazi, 
feels indignant. But when it tS the case of India he 

is, that it gives the minim.um of food and clothing to an 
, individual. If this is what is meant· by term economic! 
. living wage, it is there now, after th'e introduction of the 
:new scheme in 1935.) 
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feels indignant that we should resent foreign rule and 
not find in it a New Dispensation. 

The "Times," quoting my words: "Congress stands 
for complete freedom for this nation," very imperti
nently asks "what form of complete freedom for this 
nation does the Congress Secretary want." 

Sir, be it plain to you and all of your colour, your 
nationality and your mentality that not 
only the Congress Secretary but every 
self-respecting Indian wants that liberty here, 
which you have in your own home. That which your 
Colonies have got in their own homes, that which 
Germany has within its borders, that which France, 
Italy and so many nations in the vVest and the East 
have within the borders of their lands. Gandhiji may· 
call this 'substance of independence,' the Liberals may 
call it 'Dominion Status' but make no mistake that by 
whatever name it may be called, it is the very identical 
thing you have in England of which you are so rightly 
jealous and for which you are so proud and for which 
(all honour to you) you will be prepared to lay down 
your life. '\Ve want that and nothing less." 

Let us also add by whatever name this illusive and· 
undefinable thing, National Liberty may be called, it is 
not provincial autonomy. It is not the Federation which 
is described in the pages of the White Paper, the 
Parliamentary Report and the Act based upon these. 
To the meanest student of politics, the constitution 
that your wise men have produced in these documents 
is of the mongrel and the mule type. It is as the 
Bengali would say a 'Horse's egg.' It is neither 
political fish nor foul nor even honest "Dal Bhat." 

You say "the present Councils have given Indian 
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,. · • ' 1 • f' : t ~ 

:publicmen training in the art, of Government which 
they could not possibiy have obtained otherwise." Let' 
me tell you Sir, it is too late in the day to talk. of 
political training. The Englishman's presumption can 
give that training to everybody, to the German, the 
French the American and to all on earth. Have not 
your historians always boasted that democratic and 
parliamentary institutions went the world over from 
your liberty-loving shores ? If that is so, had you to 
conquer all these nations, exploit and humiliate them 
in order to give them this precious gift of yours? Had 
India to conquer Burma, Siam, China, Japan and 
Eastern Islands in order to give them its religion and 
its culture? The fact is, no country need to conquer 
and rule and exploit another in order to give it the best 
It has. Intellectual and moral gifts are not given at 
the point of the sword. Many Imperial people beforep 
have boasted of benefits accruing to subject people, 
from their rule. But, when after years the historian 
sits to compute profit and loss, it is not unoften found 
that the conquerers received more moral and intel
lectual gains from the conquered than they gave. It 
was conquered Greece, that gave conquering Rome 
.much of its learning and culture. 

But you have been teaching us this art of govern
ing, by all the re-forms, you periodically havee been 
giving us, for so many. years. Surely you must be 
supremely stupid teachers, yet to talk of training. 
Hands off. . There is but one royal road to learning 
and that Is by making mistakes. Thus did your 
ancestors learn the art of self-government. Every 
:nation has learnt it the same way. For us, too, there 
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can be no other way. That 1s the way of th~ 
4 ' • ' 

individuals and· that 1s the way of the 'nations. 
licrvember# ·1gas. ~. · 
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THE Congress resolution abou,t class , war .~'Q.(;\ 

confiscation of property condemn$ . only_. loose, tal~ 

about 'class war' and 'confiscation o.f prop~rty'. ~1'4· 

does not refer to any organise9. . party . wh~tl1~r . th~ 
Congress SociaUsts'. o.t 8tl1Y oth,er. O~gani.seQ.. · ~P.<\ 
discipline<l groups !lave. their polici.~s ~n~ p:r;og:r~;n;nnes 
which they contemplStte to, carry out l~. the_i:r e~tiretl 
only when they have th,e necessary powet a:n~. co:ntro~ 
of the State machinery. . The Congress can -hav~ 
nothing to say. about what ~ay be. cons.titutio:nally ~<ll 
legally done by a new de-facto organised autnority in;: 
the state exc~pt t:t:\at when it finds. it UP.Jl.l.st to: o;H:e:t 
Satyagraha. It. ~tself contemplates stupendous changea 
when it captures power and has the. machinery of th.e: 
Stat~ 1n its own hands. What tl:le. Congress. however;_ 
objects to, is the loose irresponsible talk of stray, 
individuals. 

Whenever the~e was a revolution .. .ln the past.. 
individuals and groups did not hesitate to. take. actioit 
against other individuals and groups: on: their own; 
ini~iative, withou~ bringing .the. macb.il;lery .of. the. state 
into action.- ~dividua~ and, class hatred was promot--~ 
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ed, leading to massacres and reigns of terror. The 
Congress is rightly against such class hatred leading 
to class war. This does not mean that the Congress 
falls to recognise the class antagonism that exists 
to-day, and that has been in existence for centuries. 
It has been and shall be its constant effort to elimlnate 
any class, caste or communal antagonism that leads to 
injustice to any class, caste or community or to the 
nation as a whole. The Harijan, khadi and village 
industries programmes are conceived on the recognition . 
of this antagonism between ditrerent groups in the 
IDdian nation. · But while the Congress recognises 
tbis conflict of interest it wlll not accentuate it nor 
Will it, countenance an individual or a group taking to 
itself the right of restqring the balance and in the 
process taking the law in its own hands. 

The Congress also makes a distinction between a 
System and the individuals that are the willing or the 
unwilling, the conscious or the unconscious instruments 
of the system. Whlle Congress would put forth its 
best etrort to eliminate a pernicious and unjust system, 
it will not penalise or victimize individuals. It wUl 
therefore set itself against all individual, unorganised 
wrecking of vengeance upon any person or group. Such 
vengeance in the past has disgraced the annals of 
many a glorious revolution. As its creed is non
Violent, it cannot but distinguish between the system 
and the individuals. It is pledged to lay no violent 
hands upon individuals except by the process of law. 
It must therefore discountenance from the very 
beginning any talk of class hatred and class war. 

The case of confiscation of property stands on the 
same footing. The Congress has the political sense 
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to know that in civilised society, all life and property' 
1n the last resort must belong to the State. Both these 
~re being constantly requisitioned by the State for 
supposedly social ends. Certain crimes · in the State 
are punished with confiscation of property· and even' 
death. If the State had no power over the property 
and life of its citizens such punishments will be unjusti
fied and will involve it in constant friction and strug
gle with individuals and groups. In time of war every· 
State calls upon a section of its people to give up their' 
life for the social good. There is compulsory recruit-· 
JP,ent, and compulsory service. The same is the case 
with property: Apart from war, every State confiscates 
a part of private property in ordinary times . in the 
shape of taxes. In ·extraordinary times· it takes: 
possession of all that it wants with or without com
pensation. All this confiscation goes not by the name· 
of confiscation. It is taxation in accordance with the 
law of the land carried out by an organised authorty. 
Nobody for a moment doubts the need for such 
confiscation of individual property. Why, the theory 
is that all property is the creation of the State, and 
that in the state of nature there is, and there can be 
no private property. As the State· whatever be its 
form, creates all private property so in the last resort· 
the State is its owner. This ownership usually it does 
not exercise in full, or directly, not because individuals 
have rights, but because the State, to suit its own con
venience and the social end, has rightly · or wrongly 
~ancied a particular system of individuals acquiring 
and retaining possession of material goods and rights 
as the one most conducive to the good of the whole.· 

"Organised States allow themselves to be even sued. In' 
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d~~islng a pa;rticular system it may be that the· 
obje~~ive, PU:bllc g~od, 1s not. best · achieved. Th~re· 
may l;le l;Jetter pla~s; but for the time th~t it lasts the-
pa,.rticular State does, fancy its own arrangement to be 

• ' • .. ' > ' • •• • • • • • .. ' 

the best or at. least it thinks that though not the most. 
perf~c~t any" chang~ in it :would . be dis~trous. 

' ~ "' ... . . . 
The. definition of a State 1n politics is. that it Is 

internally all powerful. It may serve lts purpose not
t<? e;ercis~ .all this power - at - every 'moment;. 
1~ IIlaY c_onsi~er it good . to· delegate ·portions 
of its wordly omnipotence within its territory, to in
diVtdmtls, 'groups, corporations and local bodies; but it 

. . . . . . .. ' 

can never in the nature of . things divest itself 
permanently of any portion 'or it. authority without 

. . ~ ' ~ . - . 

losing its distinctive mark as a State. It would In 
' . . . , . . 

that case cease to be the supreme group, that it Is 
. . '·· .. ' . . . ·. - . . . •. ... . ~ 

Within its borders .. The recognition. o! this fact 1~. one. 
•• • • • • • ·' \ ... • • .. - • J • ' ~ • • .. ol • • 

Gf the cardinal principle~ of the League . of .. Nations. 
It it did not .recognise .this, ·no State woUld ·consent to 

• ••. •• ~ .. z ~ : . ' ' • • • 

~~ i~ n:tE?~~er. 
. . Congress knows as . well . as any. other political 

group in India 't:hat· ~ aciju~ting ih.e :economics of the 
C' • ' t -· , • • I • • • :. , 

:tuture, it Will have to undertake a lot ot divestment 
to serve the nation '!D. co~fomuty :with the. new cir-· .. . . . . . . . . . ~ ' - . - . . 

cumstances created. The programme it has chalked 
• . I . 

out t~z:.tatively fo~ its~lt in what · 1s l?lawn "The 
Fundamental Rights . and Economic programme" 
r~~Ol~~iOJ:?. passe~ at ~r~_chi ~S a. big programme of 
divestment. It may or may not make any compens-

• ' ~ , • , I , , 

ation for this huge divest.ment. . No State is bound to 
give compensation if it thinks that the enjoyment of . . 
any object or right has been unjust in the past or 
enjoyed far a suffi.ciently long time to compensate all 
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~easonable exertions spent in the a~quisition of tt. AU'. 
~his, and much more that a state is ~equired ~o do for: 
:pu~lic weal, the Congres~ knows it ~I have to ~o. In; 
this I hope it will not be deterred by any consideration· 
of vested interests. It wants 'to. scrutinize· every bit: 
of what is called the national debt of' India,. whether
it was lawfully and properly debited to its. account .. 
It will similarly scrutinize every Inclian vested interest. 
whatever its nature, duration 'or 'supposed sanc~ity~ 
The standard of judgment shall be the public good~ 

The Congress however has never · concealed ··itS. 
sympathies. Any interests that con:flict with the in-· 
terests of the. masses of India must go. The Coilt.<rress; 
has left for itself no other standard in the scheme of' 
Swaraj contemplated by it under the guidance o:r 
Gandhi. Every interest must prove itself to be for 
the ·good of the toiling. and starving millions. It is: 
this fact that makes so many indigenous ,vested 
interests to fight shy of the Congress. 

While Congress believes all this, it at the same 
time discountenances, any lose or irresponsible talk 
about confiscation of property. For instance 'it Will 
not tolerate individual tenants or groups of tenants 
taking possession of their individual holdings. It 
may not tolerate, unless it wants to abrogate its good 
name and its claim to the guardianShip of the public
good, the taking possession of a mill by mill labourers
!Ul this has been done in the past in revolutions with 
results temporarily or permanently disastrous to the 
nations, to cure the evil effect of which they had to. 
undergo years of dislocation, trouble, travail and 
sacrifice. The Indian nation and the Indian Congress. 
therefore is well advised to countenance no loose talk. 
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~bout confiscation. It would give to the ignorant 
peasant and the labourer false political and economic 
ideas. Political and legal rights 1n all well regulated 
societies, recognise some processes by which wrongs 
are redressed. Redress of wrongs can never be left to 
individual, unorganised, chaotic and ignorant initi
ative. . There must be a method and a system. It iS 
because of this that the Congress has readily accepted 
and encouraged the idea of a Constituent Asse~bly. 
Open Session, Bombay, 1934. 
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· Tm: Charkha village industry and generally thll 
constructive programme of the Congress, partially 
ameliorate the condition of the people. The real 
remedy for the ·poverty, the degradation and the 
slavery of the masses can come only from a revolution. 
Whatever partial measures are adopted to better the~ 
lot, serve only as an opiate, lulllng them into forget
fulness of the real problem, the problem · of the 
revolution. Reform keeps them more or less content. 
It takes away the edge of discontent. It reconciles~ 
them to their chains. It makes them to forget the 
essential class antagonism and the fundamental 
confiict of class interest embedded in the very nature· 
of things. No revolution in the past could be effected 
until the conditions had become the worse imaginable, 
absolutely unbearable. The more grossly unjust they 
were, more thorough was ~heir retribution and the 
consequent readjustment. 

No reformative effort therefore be made merely to 
better the lot of any class low down in the scale of· 
humanity. If such a conscious, studied and sclentiflc.. 
attitude results in any extra poverty, degradation, nay-
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-even considerable loss of life, that must be accepted 
'With philosophic and scientific equanlmlty, and must 
:be considered as the necessary price to be paid to"'a 
·cruel, inexorable nature of things. Such su:trering is 
like the surgeon's knife, the throes of a new birth. It 
:is only when humanity has drunk the ·cup of degrad
.ation and misery to the last dregs, that it can burst 
.forth and break its bonds. So runs the argument of 
.a section of socialists and the communists. 

:Now it is qUite possible that tit tlie .. body social, 
·circumstance may arise when nothing short of a 
,t•evolution, nothing short of an entire readjUstment 

. .. . ' . . 
·Of conditions and values could save society from a 
. catastrophe." Things niay be so fundamentally rotten,. 
that no· tuikering with the· problem would :have any 

·durable effect·. . The situation may need a wholesale 
chan.ge of standardS and values. The old order may 
be so hopelessly out of tune with the spirit of the 
times~ arid may be .in such a process. of degradation,. 

·decay and putreflcation from day to day, that the 
smooth, easy, sane, reas'onable and evolutionary process 
. may be unable to overtake the rot, that the reform 
may lag behind. and every day society find itself_ on the 

·downward path. It is at such times that the cruel 
knife of the surgeon, what in society goes by the mime 

··f?f revolution, may be necessary. 
While all this may be admitted, it may be doubted 

that revolutions always arise from and are born of 
adverse circumstances that have reached the rock 

·bottom, when there can be no further going down. The 
~istory of revolutions shows no such inevi~ableness. 
m many instances, the external circumstances were 
:-favourable for a revolution and yet for want of some-
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t.hing or the other the revolution never came. There 
' . ' . ~ j . . . " 

are other cases, where the revolution did not wait for 
·circumstances to get the very worst,. but ~ome sPitited 
1ndividuals or proud groups forged· ahead. :a.n.Ci brought 
jt about. There are still other cases, : wheri as the 

I ' ' ' ~ ·, 't . , -., ~ . ·• • ,. ' 1 

circumstances were improving the revolution came 
. ' . • ; ' ' " .. f ' ' • "· '' { 

along partly as a result of these very . improvements. 
Nothing could be worse in· external circumstances tharl 

' . • ... ' '•' ' ,f 

·the life of the slaves in the ancient world. ··They were 
a numerous class numbering many times their masters! 
Yet 1io revolution came. In niociern · times · tlie 

. ' ~ ) ~ I 1 

·emancipation of the negro in America was not the 
' . . . , 

result of any ·negro agitation or effort. though it is 
difficult to picture to oneself, worse conditions or human 

. • ' ' '•i ' , 

souls and bodies. The condition of ·the plebians in 
ancient Rome, was not as bad as that of .the slaves; y~t 
they produced a revolution in the state.. In nu~direvai 
.Europe the condition of the masses was much '· worse 
than the condition of the prese.nt 'day European prol 
Jetarlat and yet all they 'produced were a few peasant 
risings put down in· blood. The bourgeoi~ revolution 

' . . . ) 

as against the kings and landlords in the modern 
,. ·- f 

states were not brought about by people whose econo..:. 
mic condition was bad ·but rather by the people who 
were 1n comfortable circumstances and at the time 
when their condition was becomi~g progressively 
comfortable and their liberties increasing with theit 
affluence. The American revolution' was not to. driv~ 
a way the demon of poverty but to assert their right~ 
which they thought. was one of th~ir natutal rights, 
over their own political and econoi11ic destiny. · The 
French revolution Which D:lay be· considered to b~ '.i~ 
point, as proving the doctrine enunciated by a sectiorl. 
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o:r our socialist friends also lends them no support. 
The condition of the peasantry and the lower middle 
class was as a matter of fact improving. The revolu
tion was not so much the result of misery that was 
unbearable, as that people were no more prepared to 
bear what they bore in patience before. There was a 
Wide gulf between the ideas of people about what they 
considered as their natural rights such as fraternity 
liberty, and equality, and the external physical con
ditions under which they lived. These abstract ideas 
not altogether correct or logical were preached by 
philosophers some of whom had very little to do with 
the practical affairs of their times. Yet what is this 
French revolution? Historians have not hesitated to 
call it a unique episode. The ~ecent Russian revolu
tion is the only one, that had as one of its causes the 
economic condition of the masses, which was the very 
worst imaginable. But that condition was more due 
to the exhaustion of the war and disappearance of 
authority. Before the war, the condition of the 
peasantry owing to the emancipation of serfs was 
certainly better than when the Russian peasant was a 
mere serf and there was no industrial life in the 
country. Again, the general economic condition in 
all the countries in central Europe was very much the 
same. Germany, Austria, Hungary, were all in the 
same economic plight as Russia, if not worse and yet 
no revolution resulted from their misery. The coun
tries in central Europe even to-day are in the same 
hopeless economic plight, yet no revolution seems to 
be in sight. A critical student of the recent Russian 

· revolution, will not fail to find the great part played 
~Y Chance in its success. At many a critical juncture, 
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1f one bit had gone.wrong, the whole th1ng'.would:have 
miscarried .. Sometimes· even because :.the.~:schemes.: bf 
its protagonists miscarried, that success was:aehieved. 

I have taken. examples of revolut19ns. :tr.om,·:·the 
West, for only western history by the: .modem, mind 
.is supposed to show the historical evolutionary . pro-
· cess. The Asiatic history is a series of ups and: downs. 
where it is difficult to mark the direction towards 
which the current of events is forging ahead. ::£'he:re 
are periods of advance and brilliance, and .then there 
are long periods of silent decay and disintegration.! Yet 
it would not be out of place to take a few instances, of 
Asiatic revolutions recorded in History. Most. of .them 
appear to be bound up with the life of individual 
geniuses, religious o~ political. Nothing could be more 
stupendously revolutionary in all departments of life 
than Buddhism, Christianity and. · Islam. · Y~t· take 
away the birth of the geniuses and for centuries society 
in India, Arabia and beyond, might 'have gone on.Wfth.-

, . ' i 

out a ruffle. Then there were political geniuses like 
Alexander Julius Ceaser, Constantine Akbar; .Shiva)i 
and others. They brought about considerable::politic3.I 
revolutions. They also brought about niov~mehtd' of 
people and culture. This does not mean that tavhti:r:.. 
·able circumstances for the unfoldiilg of the per8onatity 
pf the geniuses were lacking, but at. least a.S much.'wM 
due· to the personality as to th~ circumstanceS.·' It :I$ 

. . ' ' ' . ~ ' . ( 

also. a fact that under similar circumstances, ,if. , .n<;» 
genius arose, society kept its even wonted ·course· for 
considerable stretches of time. All these· revolutions, 
for revolutions certainly they were, were not bunt· upon 
any unbearaJ?Ie physical and econ.t>mic ··· eonditi~ 



t.lj--I'here causes were as variedand,various, .as the geniu.sea 
).themselVes,-. and the environment under which they 
,rwere .. born.., 

Take again the Harijans 1n India. No conditions 
!leven m··-.slavery, ancient and modem~ could be found to 
Le6mpare With the physical and moral conditions under 
·-which a vast portion of humanity has been living now 
. from the very dawn of the historical period of the 
. world.· And yet there has been no revolution. Even 
the present upheaval is not of their creation, but from 
above. · It is the same with the Negro emancipation 1n 

!..Alnerica .. ·.Whatever stir in the Negros and the Un
~touchables there is to-day. is the result of the work 
tdone :ror · them from above. 
1·' '.' .. i. . 

' ··'All. these historical examples from the east and 
• '~ .. • t 

-the west go to prove that there are no sets of circum- -
·Stances known to history, given which, a revolution 
:would be an inevitable consequence. There seems to 
·he .· no such inevitableness. The array of facts 
marShalled by historians as causes of a revolution are 
_an; after ·the event. Even then the causes enumerated 
~are . so many, so variousf so entirely embedded in the 
particular circumstances of the countries and the 
times. an.'d the personalities of those who played a pro
minent part in the drama, that, it is well nigh impos
Sible to lay down any scientifically correct preconditions 
of 'a ·revolution. Each is a unique event by itself. U 
-the're are, however, any conditions precedent, they are 
rather psychological and ideological than physical . 

...,1 I .i. ~ < 

. ~- ; -One .such is the great gulf between peoples' ideas 
of_, what should be and what actually is. The physical 
.and .the economic conditions need not. be quite unbear-
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able. Only there should appear to the contemporary 
eye, which is more or less unhistorical, a· sharp con--: 
trast and a wide-gulf between the actual facts of their 
life and their dreams. 

If the gulf is wide enough, an upheaval may be 
expected. This is borne out by many a revolution, reli
gious and political in the east and the west. Mental 
restlessness has always manifested itself when great 
changes are in sight. The inordinate emphasis given 
to economic factors is quite a modern phenomenon. 
The conditions under which the European·. proletariat 
lives to-day, are very much better, than those under 
which their forefathers lived a century back. Yet the 
old conditions were borne in patience, because the 
former generations of the poor took them to be more 
or less as ordained and inevitable, and therefore neces~ 
sary and just. Preaching of the new ideas of justice, 
equality, and the rights of man and the discoveries of 
science have made out that these bad· physical 
conditions need not be inevitable or necessary. They 
are altogether unjust. The old loyalties that made 
things bearable have broken down. The connection 
between the employer and the employed has become 
commercial and casual. In the case of big factories it 
has altogether ceased. The bonds of love and sentiment 
have also disappeared. What -is, is not economically 
and physically worse than what was, but people are 
not willing to patiently bear even the improved con
ditions. The conditions have not deteriorated but the 
values of people have changed. Their ideas about 
right and wrong, about just and unjust, about their 
loyalties and their obligations, in short their moral 

, values have undergone revolutionary change. When-
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ever there appears such a gulf between ideas and ob
jective facts, society is in a critical and transitional 
stage. The equilibrium under which life is lived is 
disturbed. And any upheaval restorative of the neces
sary equilibrium may be in sight. 

Another such psychological condition is a hope 
born in the human breast that better conditions 
are possible. The new hope is a clarion call to 
humanity. It is just like the voice of the prophet 
that the "Kingdom of Heaven is at hand, prepare Ye." 
This hope has an element of faith in it. It is rarely 
based on any, very reasonable grounds. Rather it is 
the result of an enthusiasm, fervour and fever that 
periodically overtake a section of humanity in its 
onward march. It may be due to a personality, an apt 
phrase or formula, or a significant event. The per
sonality critically analysed may in the end turn out to 
be a theatrical half crack, fanatical, neurotic or morbid 
one. The phrase may be a half truth clothed in decep
tive aphorism, that the mass mind finds easy to repeat, 
and throw in the face of its opponents as a weapon of 
offence and defence phrases like the "natural rights 
of man" "Liberty equality and fraternity," "surplus 
values" etc. The event may have no significance 
beyond the particular time and country. How hop3 
is born in human breast, even the all-knowing psycho 
analyst is ignorant of. This hope may be born even 
as humanity is already upon the upward curve and 
has traversed some distance towards the direction cf 
progress. Generally it rises as a tendency to bettc::r 
conditions is visible. The present day hope of th:; 
proletariat is of this type. Hope generated by wh::t 
has been accomplished by the ideas of justice anl 
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equality, worked· out by the philanthropiSts antt· 
humanitarians of the nineteenth. century, as also. 
what afterwards the trade unions have been able to 
accomplish by their efforts, struggles suffering and 
sacrifice. Even as conditions improve, hope rises. It 
is not born of weakness and dispair, but of ·strength 
and exaltation, realised as in a vision. It is born not 
because the actual conditions are the worst possible, 
but because the future has tempting, tinted, fiery· . . 

rainbow colours. 
There · is yet another factor which inevitably.. 

accompanies revolutions, political, ·social or religious
This is that, · the new hope, the new- faith, 
the new idea, 'the new gospel . is bom' in a per-· 
sonality. This personality embodies in himself and 
in his life, as much of the idea as a human ·personality: 
possibly can. The person with an idea is a man with 
a mission, in which he lives, moves, and. has his being. 
ms work engrosses him. He seems like one possessed. 
No trouble, no hardship, no sacrifice, is too much. Life
and death do not count. The idea aione counts~ The· 
man with an idea, is a desperate person. He therefore-· 
becomes contagious·. He ·carries everything and every
body before him. He, as it were, llYpnotises his. 
coworkers. Reason and logic do not count for the: 
time being. They seem to ·follow him. He produces 
in himself and others a kind of enthusiastic· fever,.' 
which catches on and becomes irresistible. For a· 
period he is supreme. It has also been found that 
once the idea is worked out and has succeeded, and the 
personality has outlived, he has lost liis power and 
even his charm. He falls back in his proper place 
among the animal kingdom. Virtue seems to have 

53 



THE GANDBL\lf WAY 

gone out of him. He can no more perform the odds 
that he pe~formed. But gep.erally, his task finished, 
he disappears. . , But before the task is accomplished, 
he seems to carry about him a charmed life; no sword 
or bullet seems to touch him. The best laid designs of 
his enemies are frustrated. He seems . to be enjoying 
some special protection. His efforts to take himself 
off the stage prove of no a vaU. He is carried along 
irresistibly by an inexorable fate that gives him no 
rest, and that allows no rest either to his companions 
or to his opponents .. His task must be done. Such 
~re. the personalities, by whom revolutions are usually 
brought about. 

So if there are any pre-requisites of a revolution, . 
they are to be found· more in the psychological and 
ideological fields, than in the physical and economic 
conditions. , The latter serve more or less as the 
~ecessary background. As a matter of fact this over 
~mphasis on economic conditions as a necessary pre
requisite of a revolution is a Marxist dogma. The 
word revolution had and has a wider meaning than a 
merely or preponderatively economic connotation. It 
is because of this psychological and ideological back
ground that the present day revolutionaries lay sG 
much stress ·upon the spread of ideas. The. power of 
ideas is brought out in relief by the so calle_d counter
revolutions. These have ever relied upon the pro
pagation and preaching of an old and orthodox idea 
giving it a new meaning and a new interpretation. The 
counter-revolution comes even in the midst of physical 
and economic circumstances that are more or less 
identical. What are changed are the values, the ideas 
f¥1d th~ personalities. I~ is therefore, that every 
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revolution is more strict and censorous about the free, 
expression of opinion than the regime that went: 

. . I 

before. Heterodoxy and nonconformity are deadlY 
sins against the revolution. . They are just· like: 
e:postacy in religion worthy of the gallows and the' 
stake. Everything else can be viewed with leniency 

. but not nonconformity in ideology. ·That must· be, 
ruthlessly put down even in former companions .. The. 
punishment must not only be harsh but swift.· For 
ideas are more contagious than physical disease. They 

l 

spread and multiply more than any germs known to 
'I 

science. They in their effect are more destructive: 
Those who have been installed ·in power by an idea 
know its potency more thari the previous holders of 
power. The old idea does .not require any ··very grea~ 
propping up. The natural conservatism' in inan, habit 
.and even lethargy support it. Then it has . created 
vast vested interests. The n~w idea depends ·only . o:Q. 
tts strength. When it is attacked,. it cannot fall back 
upon the support of conservatism habit,' lethargy or 

• ~ • I ' l 

vast vested interests, ,all of which it has destroyed • 
.and which it had not the time to recreate .. So natural~ 
Iy it has recourse to suppression,. and this suppression'. 
1f it is not qUick enough, will overturn the whole apple 
.cart of the new revolution. This is perhaps · what 
happened in Afganisthan. Amanullah hesitated. . He 
shrank back from the shedding the biood of his 
countrymen. Lelli.:D., Kemalpasha, Mussolini, .Hitler • 
.and Stalin have been more ruthleSSa . . ' . 

. Let us however for the sake of argtim.ent, . grant 
that physical and economic conditions are the all 
.deciding factors which we contend they are not. Even 
:then no student of history, politics or _econom,ies, call. 
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foretell with any amount of certainty, the time when 
the revolution would arise .. It may come any day. It. 
may not come for a long time, and· society in the· 
meantime may find a. new readjustment. 
. Under such circumstances, to neglect the duty at. 

hand would be a short-sighted policy. To refuse to· 
take steps to alleviate human sufferings will be just as 
if a doctor refused treating a patient for ·he was en
gaged 1il the work of a scheme for the general hygienic 
improvements of a locality, which in course of half a 
century will eliminate all disease. The doctor under 
such circumstances, has always a double duty to 
perform. · While carrying into effect his vast and 
expensive schemes he has to afford immediate. relief. 
If he did not do thiS, ·he ·would be falling in his 
professional ·conduct, :fixed after the ripe experience of 
generations of doctors and patients. If the doctor did 
hot attend to the immediate trouble such negligence 
bf human woe, would have an adverse psychological 
effect, not only on his profession, but upon the public 
nt large. So also indi1rerence to the actual misery
and poverty around will have the effect of deadening 
the finer feelings in the reformer and the public, who· 
'Would get habituated to witnessing human woe wlth
·out any effort being made for its removal. Nay, 1f 
'persisted in, such a policy would make of human 
beings mere tools and instruments. Provided a parti
cular ·policy succeeds~ it does not matter how much 
life is lost. Men and women come to be looked upon 
·-as mere pawns in the schemes of clever people, who 
:may be at least as many times wrong as right. Human 
'beings have, under such circumstances, no value in 
'themselves. It is such dangerous ideas, that have in 
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the past led to mas~acres, coup-de-ets, and reigns or· 
terror. They stm continue to exact the same toll only, 
more thoroughly, for the machines of repression and 
supression are more powerful to-day than they were-· 
ever before. Thus is the sanctity of human life lost. 

It is no argument for the reformer that the tyrant, 
the selfish holder of power, the invader, the conqueror 
and the fanatic, use men as mere pawns. 
in the game of their selfish agrandisement. 
They frankly use men as means. The reformer cannot: 
defend himself by their example. He works for higher 
aims, from humanitarian motives. ·He has to keep an. 
ideal before himself and his people, of justice, mercy 
and economy of human life. He must set up a better 
~Standard. 

If the arguments of our opponents based upon 
economic and physical condition are however, valid; 
what is there in these arguments being persued active
ly and positively? If we allow conditions to remain 
absolutely bad and delight in their being ·what they· 
are, and move no finger of ours to improve them, simply 
because such efforts by mitigating suffering, dull the 
edge of popular resentment, we may feel justified in 
welcoming all natural calamities. ·Nay, we will be 
justified in going further and taking positive steps to 
worsen conditions, simply to sharpen the edge of 
discontent. Any sort of incendiarism , would be 
justified, provided, it made wreched conditions still 
more wretched for the revolution to succeed. 'The 
only provision would be that one is careful to see that 
the odium falls upon the powers against whom resent
ment.·is sought to be created, and who are to be 
unsettled from the seats of their inequitious power, by 
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.a revolution. If by mendacious and false propaganda_ 
authorities can be blackened, that also may be done, 
provided the revolution is brought a little nearer. This'. 
would be to carry to its logical and · diabolical con-· 
elusion, the doctrine, that "End justifies the means." 

More or less the current morality without explicitly 
avowing the doctrine, has been acting upon it, special
ly in political and group life. But in the past there 
were always traditional limits, set to human conduct .. 
The greatest revolutionary, and the greatest tyrant 
was not free from their binding force~ Tradition 
created a. conscience, which kept the cruel doctrine of 
"End justifying the means" under practical restraints. 
'.frue, at critical times, under . the stress of circum
.stances these restraints did give away, but only 
temporarily. Th:e foundations were firmly laid in 
morality, custom, religion and in popular superstition. 
To-day when current morality is suspect, religion 1s 
.considered a spent out force, superstition is replaced by 
science, custom is everchanging, if such dangerous and 
disruptive doctrines are to guide conduct, humanity 
cannot but end in absolute nihilism. There can be no 
basis, no recognised standard for the conduct of the 
human group-animal except success. Already the 
signs of this coming nihilism are not wanting. The 
Great War showed to what destructive. depths group 
animosities could degrade humanity, all in the name 
of success, for every nation had justifiable aims. The 
preparations that are now on, in armaments in the 
camp, tlie factory and the laboratory, for the next 
war, are such that would make the boldest and the 
most unscrupulous to pause and think whether the 
·present basis of morality are laid on sound principl~ 
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when means are absolutely subordinated to the end • 
.May it not therefore be that Gandhi insists that for 
him means and aims are convertible terms?· · . · · 

I am conscious that at critical times it iS not given' 
to human reason to weigh things in a. nic'e. sensitive 
balance. We are first of all acting antinals. All 

I 

thought is for the purposes of action. Therefore in 
the world, we have to think even as we are, 0:r:_1 t~e run 
in this mad human race. Rough and ready calculations 
will have to be made at critical times .. Some life will . ..- . 
have to be sacrified, so that larger life to-day or in the. 
future may be conserved. A Gandhi marching some~ 
thousands of ·miles with thousands. of· people cannot 

· wait on the way to look after the halting and the lame·· 
of the expedition. If he is to avoid disaster they m~t . . ' 

be left to their fate, and he must ma:r;ch on. A Lenin 
1n the midst of a revolution may not divert his atten
tion from the main issue even by a famin~. But. suc11 
things can only be justified by the critical stress of 
circumstances when one is 1n the grip of a life and 
death struggle. Such doctrines would be dangerous U. 
they_ were made into general principles and applied to 
more or less stable conditions. The stress and the 
strain of the times, may be very great. Things may 
be in a fiux, yet till one is actually in the grip of 
a revolution, when a false step may mea~ a disaster. 
one cannot look upon human woe, misery and death 
with philosophic indifference. The medicine of life 
cannot be made into its food. As I said before, in point 
of time revolutions are entirely uncertain things. They 
may come to-day or may not come for half a century._ 
A true benefactor of his people cannot afford to play. 

-With the destinies of the present. generation of his, 
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countrymen lightly; he has to be careful. Even at the-· 
risk of slower work for the preparation of a revolu-

~ . ,, ,. 

tlon, ~e ·~as to take steps for the · lmmedlate-
amelioratlon of human woes. When the earthquake 
came ~ Bihar, ·the C. D. Movement there wai . . . 
practically suspended. Even the opponents, the-
Government, immediately set all the prisoners. at. 
liberty. The patriots could have done no less. · 

· Therefore the reformers even like good doctors,. 
have to do double duty. While preparing the people· 

. . . 
for the coming revolution they have to keep solving· 
the immeci.iate problems. The solution of these pro
blems itself would be a necessary training for the · 
revol~tlon. . It will 3:1so give the leaders of the revolu:.. 
tiona hold over the masses whom they have been 
se~g in their day to-day difficultie.s. The forces of· 
the movement,_ if necessary may be divided, those who· 
look to the imlriediate pressing demands of the hour, 

<I ,. I 

and those who create atmosphere for the coming 
revolution. - ·At the end, when t~e historian sits to-· 
allocate the honour. of the fight, who knows, the first . 
may be the last, and the last first. The humblest then 
may have the place of honour. 

The Bardolis, the peasant and village organisa- · 
tions, · the trade unions, national education,. . 
~touchability, Khadi, prohibition and all work of a. 
eonstructive nature are in a sense meant to solve the· . . 

immediate ·problem. The most effective work in all .. . . 
these directions can only be done after the actual 
capture of power. The reformer has to have faith •. 
He cannot bring the revolution by a scheduled time .. 
The revolution Mail · Will take its own time' and . 
course. In the mean time he has to do the work at-
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:hahd in faith, never losing sight of the goal. · In the 
.stress of every day work covered with the dust of the 
..soil to a superficial observer, who did not look within• 
he might seem to have forgotten the end. So looked 
.Gandhi from 1923 to 1929. He seemed to Qave forgot .. 
. 'ten the end. Many thought and said so in those days • 
. .But as a matter of fact the work of preparation was 
ever on. This was plain in 1930. If such a silent and 
necessary preparation did not go. on, the revolutionary 
would miss his opportunity, when the popular temper, 
was ready to respond. Therefore, with the hope and 
faith of a ceaseless and tireless worker, Gandhi says. 
••one step is -sufficient for me." 

No scientific socialist leader has condemned the 
work of the trade unions. It is reformatory, concerned 
with the immediate problem. Sometime it resolves 
itself to so many rupees, annas, and pies. Yet, lt is 
.necessary. It gives the moral qualities, the unity, the 
()rganisation, the group patriotism, the ·spirit of co-:.. 
operation, obedience, and subordination, with its 
necessary curb on inordinate ambition and j~alously, 
without which, no successful movement can be in
augurated, Deprived of such constructive activities, 
what are the rank and file to do? They cannot merely 
keep on creating ideologies and repeating slogans. 
They must patiently learn ·to work and · · rllanage 
affairs. 

Further, can a revolutionary say that there is not 
sumcient dirt squalor, disease, poverty, degradation 
and ignorance among the masses: throughout the 
country enough and more for not one revolution but 
for ten 1 A little less will not dull the edge of human 
.inequity and inequality, which in all . conscience Is 
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sharp enough and proposes to remain so inspite of the 
tiny efforts of the reformer. There is no fear for the 
physical and pre-requisites disappearing or even 
diminishing. So far as the constructive programme 
goes, as ou~ opponents remind us, it does not touch 
the very fringe of the problem of inequality and 
poverty. If it is so. and so it is, they need not think~ 
by the little help that we render by our humble efforts 
we are in any way postponing the day of reckoning. 
We who are happy to put a few coppers in the hands 
of the peasants, how happy will we be, if these coppers 
by the magic touch of a revolution, were to turn into 
nickels or silver. '\Ve are not the ones to grudge the 
poor better wages and more equitable conditions. He 
would be no patriot nor would he be a humanitarian, 
if he were satisfied with a few coppers as wages even 
for the spare hours of the peasant. It will be a low 
ambition indeed. We want our masses to grow to the 
fullest of their physical, moral and intellectual height. 
There should be no doubt that a man like Gandhi 
cannot wish for less. But he and his companions are 
practical idealists. For them the tragedy of the 
situation is, that for the poor these coppers do matter. 
For them it is a question of life and death. 

Therefore without forgetting the Revolutionary 
aim of the national movement, the constructive work
ers, shoulder the day to-day work of so~ial and 
economic reconstruction lL.""lder existing circumstances. 
The history of our movement since 1920 amply bears 
out this contention. For whenever, the movement of 
satyagraha has been inaugurated, whenever direct 
action has been decided upon, the khaddarites and the 
advocates of constructive work have never been found 
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.Jn the rear. Whenever the exhausted have cried halt. 

.it 1s again not the khaddar mentality that has cried 
_halt. When it is the question of om.ces, who are 1n the 
background? As experience has shown, the people 
with the khaddar and the bullock-cart mentality. 
When it 1s hard, uninteresting drudgery that is de
mande~, who again are in the front? Surely the khadder 

.mentality has shown no lack of enthusiasm or courage 
in any hour of trial. So far as discipline 1s concerned, 
it has been the least troublesome. · If suffering, readi
ness to sacrifice, obedience, organisation, honesty and 
absence of unworthy· ambition and Jealousy~ are the 
signs of a good and effective revolutionary group th~ 
constructive workers will compare with any other 1li. 
the country. 

Throughout this discussion, I have not mentioned, 
. . ~ 

the new morality of non-violence in group rue.· I 
have kept the whole discussion on the basis of what 
even to-day are considered good and practical p·oliticS 
and economics. I have based my arguments not upori. 
what ought to be but what actually is. I _have. never 
questioned the basis of the present day mora.Hty. I 
have not talked of the new yet oid doctrines of non! 
Tlolence and truth of Gandhtjt. 
September, 1934. 
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. . TaE presen~ day hope of the proletariat, in spite 
pf ~e show of reausm behind it, is idealistic~ It arose 
trom the gospel preached by Marx. He and his com-

. panions with some show of reason changed old values. 
The new values they 'created are proved with a wealth 
~f .historical reasonirig that appears conclusive. 

· The Christ ~d kept the Kingdom of Heaven for 
the weak, the .miserable, the down-trodden, for the 
tax-gatherer, the fornicator and the harlot. The rich 
.and the ·powerful, the scribe and the pharisee were 
.excluded therefrom. · It was as diffi.cult for them to . . 
enier .the Kingdom as fQr a camel to pass through the 
.__ I • • 

eye of the needle. ~at Christ did for the poor, the 
lanie, the blind and the halt, in the spiritual field, has 
been done by Marx and his followers for the disinher
ited of this earth in the material and the mundane 
sphere. The new kingdom of the proletariat heaven 
1s to be established here and now on this terrestrial 

· globe of ours. 
Christ, when he proclaimed his kingdom, told the 

poor that theirs was the Kingdom of Heaven. He told 
them "Ye are the salt of the soil". Marx and his 
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.apostles tell the proletariat that they are the producers 
of all wealth. They are the backbone of all industry, 
agriculture and commerce. The whole str.ucture of 
modern civilization With all its capital, grandeur, re
finement, religion, morality, law, government, state • 
. all the sciences, philosophies and arts are built on 
their toil and exploitation. They are the living race. 
The bourgeoisie are etrete, dead and dying. They are 
·of yesterday. The proletariat is of tomorrow. The 
future is with them, From them proceed industry. 
thrift, justice, sympathy, fellow-feeling and all those 
qualities that are considered good. If among them are· 
also found theft, violence, illiteracy, vulgarity, selfish ... 
ness and meanness, how does that matter? These 
values are not of their creation. They have been 
super-imposed upon them, by their masters for the 
protection of their ill-begotten wealth and for the 
suppression of the proletariat. But do these masters 
act up to the morality they have created? They in ... 
dulge in all the socalled vices; only they indulge in 
them on a bigger sacle, taking care to give tha vices 
honourable name. Their stealing and exploitation ·go 
by the dignified names of profits, rent and interest. 
Their violence is the maintenance of law and order, 
of the rights· of nationalism and imperialism. Th,eir 
llliteracy is a learned ignorance. Their selfishness 
and meanness are the evolutionary principles of free 
competition and the law of the survival of the fittest. 
'Their snobbery and vulgarity are drawing room ·man ... 
ners. Like the scribes and pharisees of"o!d, they are 
critical of the mote in the neighbours' eye, not caring 
tor the beam in their own. Therefore, in· the voice of 
the old prophets, .the new reformers warn· the holder& 
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of power and tell them, "0 ye blind guides, which 
strain at a gnat and swallow a camel! 0 ye generation 
of vipers? 0 ye hypocrites! when the thunderbolt of 
proletarian justice shall, like the wrath of an avenging 
Jahovah, descend on you, what shall it avail you, all 
this wealth and power? Upon that Day of Judgment,. 
you shall call upon your god of Mammon, upon your 
slaves and retainers and your instruments of war and 
exploitation, in vain. Your destruction in that hour 
shall be complete. Therefore, repent ye in time. 
Leave your gift before the alter and go your way, and 
first make your peace with the rising proletariat
Get declassed." 

There came a rich man to Christ and said unto· 
him. "Good master, what good thing shall I do that 
I may have eternal life?" The master told him to 
keep the Mosaic Commandments. The man said he 
had kept them. ·what more was he to do?. The mas
ter said "Go and sell that thou hast and give to the 
poor." A present day capitalist or landlord, even if 
he were to say that he had kept the provisions of the 
old, bourgeois morality of justice, charity and mercy, 
even the Gandhian law of trusteeship, the Rabbis of 
the new faith will tell him, "All this will avail you not. 
You must begin thinking in terms of nationalisation. 
You must no more think in terms of private property~ 
which is the new sin against the Holy Ghost, the sin of 
sins under the new Dispensation. You need not give 
up your property, that is all Gandhian renunciation 
with which scientific socialism has nothing to do. vVe 

want levelling up, not levelling down." 
The Christ said, "I come to fulfil and not to destroy 

the Law." These new masters say with him, "Lo and 

66 



TBE ·NEW DISPENSATION 

behold! we come not to destroy but to ful:fll ~he Law. 
The law of the evolutionary process, th~ law . of the 
historical progress, these you have misunderstood and. 
misinterpreted. The true interpretation is the econo-. 
mlc. interpretation o:f all history and its natural carol·: 
lary- the Class War. If the Indian and· Asiatic_ his
tories lend no support to our theories, so much the 
worse for them. Our theories cannot be wrong." 

The Chl'lstlan faith was preached for the lowly 
and the poor, for the tax gatherer and the sinner. 
The present communist faith is likewise preached for 
the suppressed and the oppressed of the world. The 
old faith was· persecuted in name the of law and order. 
So is the present faith persecuted by the states of 
to-day. 

Christ believed in peace and goodwill on earth and 
non-violence. The new faith also believes in peace, 
goodwill and non-violence -only these cannot be 
established till the new word and the new Mantram 
are accepted by humanity. The clergy of the old faith 
~owed · marvellous patience. They . irrigated and 
watered their church with the blood of the martyrs. 
They gave the other cheek. All this when they were 
low and down. When they had the power, they like 
the mighty, though in all humility, indulged 1n violence 
o~y for the sake of non-violence. They were intolerent, 
only for the sake o! toleration. They hanged,. burned 
and quartered a:r;.td had their auto-da-fes of the bodies 
of men, only in the name of their souls-the souls 
alone counted, the bodies counted not.· As long as 
there were degenerate souls, how could there be peace 
and good-will and non-violence? Did not the master 
himself say .'Think not that I have come to send peace 
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en earth. I come not to send peace but a sword. For 
I come to set a man at variance against his father 
and daughter against her mother, and daughter-in-law 
against her mother in law." The priests but followed 
his footsteps-the footsteps of the Prince of Peace. 

The triumphant Bolshevic too speaks in the same 
tongue. He suppresses individual liberty in the in

terests of individual liberty. He suppresses free ex
pression of opinion by his censorship only as a measure 
of protectlon. The new revolution has got to be 
guarded against hostile attacks and subversive in
ternal sabotage. When the revolution is triumphant, 
freedom of expression will be restored. The Bolshevie 
too, like, the priest of old, slaughters, hangs and quar
ters and has his reign of Red Terror: All this, so that 
intimately with the establishment of a classless, society 
there may be peace, good will and non-violence. 

Only thus will his Kingdom of Heaven . and the 
Ram Raj imagined of by his prophets and written 
about in his books, be established on earth. He tells 
us 'Have faith'. This negation arid destruction that 
you see to-day are but a temporary phase. '\Ve have 
our positive side of Bhakti, D~votion and Self-sur
render. "Behold, we have our electrification, our five 
year and ten year plans. '\Ve have our histories, phi
losophies, our science our poetry, literature and the 
fine arts. Faith shall move mountains; and have we 
not already maven mountains ? True, we are as yet 
poor, but are we not rich in the service of our master, 
the rising pro:etariat? Blessed is such poverty. It 
will be sanctified by the law of evolution. It is all in 
accordance with Material Dialectics. It fulfills the 
law of Thesis, Anti-thesis and synthesis. You ask 
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what next? What after the proletarian synthesis has 
itself become a Thesis? On Ye of little faith! Don't 
you see our masters are wisely silent upon this point? 
For the man of faith one step is suffi.cient. Can you 
ask a devout Christian, what after the Kingdom of 
Heaven? Let him reach that and his God in his in
finite wisdom will push him on to the next stage, what
ever that may be. Our God of history and Evolution 
will do the same for us." 

The new Hope of the proletariat is a new Faith. 
It is a new Dispensation inspite of its seeming Materi
allsm and Realism. Christianity changed the old 
aristocratic values of Paganism. The new faith seekS 
to change whatever of these aristocratic values re~ 
mained inspite of Christianity. The Pagan world wa.S 
transvalued and fulfilled in Christianity. Christianity 
13 being to-day transvalued and fulfilled in Com_. 
munlsm. Thus is every law fulfilled by its going be~ 
yond itself, by its abrogation. Thus ls life fulfilled in 
death, which seems an end but is only a beginning. 
Februa111, 1395. ~ 



OFFICES UNl;>ER THE NEW CONSTlTUTION. 

Tm: question agitating the. dUferent political 
parties in India Is that of omce in the provinces under . . 
the new constitution. Much heat is generated 1n thE? 
controversy, specially 1n _the ranks of the Congressmen. 
The well wishers of the Congress are also not slow to 
tender their advic_e to the largest and the most re
presentative party in the., country. The Ho1_1ourable 
Shastri and Mr.: Jayakar .have spoken.· 

The question cannot however. be decided on :flrst 
., . ... ' 

principle as the disputants sometimes seem .to_ thin~. 
It is not a theoretical question, but a question of 
practical politics where profit and loss are carefully 
eomputed. There is nothing fundamentally right or 
wrong about acceptance or non-acceptance of omce. 
There are advantages and dis-advantages in whatever 
course is adopted. 

Congressmen who advocate non-acceptance take 
their stand upon the fact that the Congress has 
rejected the constitution and it therefore cannot ac
cept office under the new constitution. Rejection 
would be meaningless 1f they identify themselves with. 
and allow themselves to be parts of the administrative 
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machinery devised by the new constitution. This
-argument was advanced at the time of the Council 
entry question also. It is based upon the political 
theory and practice in democratic countries in the last 
and the beginning of the present century. It holds. 
that all parties in a democracy accept the fundament
als of the constitution under which they function. All 
parties believe that the constitution under which they 
serve or fight is suited to serve the best interests of. 
the country. The difference between them is concern
ing minor changes in the constitution and the day to
day programms that have got to be worked out in the· 
interest of the country. This means that, there is no 
party that is revolutionary and that wants to scrap 
the very basis of the constitution. Under such cir-' 
cumstances the opposition serves the constitution as 
much as the party in power. The latter serves the 
constitution by accepting office and carrying out . 
policies, the former by acting as opposition, keeps· the· 
party in power in good trim by its criticism and re
·wtshes to accept office if it gets the majority: Both 
are the limbs of one administration. The opposition 
is styled in England where this practice originated as 
the King's opposition. At all critical .times the 
ministry in power is by convention bound to· consult 
and give due weight to the counsels of the opposition.' 
At critical times all parties would combine and carry 
out a common policy. Local differences would at such 
times sink into insignificance before the great and 
common danger, for example when the political in
dependence of the country is threatened · or ·the 
foundations upon which society rests, are threatened. 
As soon as the common danger is over : the parties. 
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again separate and carry on their respective pollcies. 
and constitutional battles. All the parties act und~;r
the constitution and the fundamental laws evolved by 
the constitution. None of them 1s revolutionary 1n lta. 
alms or methods. 

This was good politics and wise practice under 
circumstances, economic and political, that were more 
or less stationary and when the basic foundation o:f 
.society were not questioned. After the great war, in all~ 
democratic countries, there have grown up parties that.. 
question the very fundamentals of the constitution. 
In many cases parties question the very foundation on. 
which the. political, social and economic structure of 
the. State is based. They are revolutionary parties .. 
They are democratic only so far as they seek the po-· 
pular vote to enter the legislatures. Such parties,. 
when they considez: themselves powerful accept office· 
too. But their object is the revolutionary ·re-adjust
ment of the constitution or of society. They don't. 
accept the fundamentals of the constitution or the
values upon which society 1s based. They frankly go
to the legislatures. to be in a favourable position to 
capture power by constitutional means, or by some· 
kind of coup. They accept omce only when they think 
It· serves their purpose. They have no respect for the· 
existing constitution as such. They don't consider it
sacrosanct. They may or may not believe in demo· 
cracy. Generally they don't. They know for any· 
fundamental change in Government or society, power 
ts necessary. They believe or bring themselves to.. 
believe that they are the guardians of the public good 
and must capture power by democratic methods Jr 
possible, but inspite of them, if necessary. Th~ recen~ 
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Dictatorships of the Bolshevic variety or the Fasci~ 
or Nazi variety, all acquired power not by respecting· 
the fundamentals of democracy or of their respective: 
constitutions but by violating them. Public good as: 
they conceive it, is the guiding principle, not the rules.: 
of the political game of democracy. Lenin, Mussolini. 
and mtler all acquired power by violating the con
stitution. The Italian dictator found it convenient ta 
keep some forms of democracy. The Bolshevics and· 
the Nazis made no such pretence. Lesser dictatorial 
lights have done the same. De-Velra in Ireland entered 
the legislature and took office under the constitution:. 
not to work under its limitation but to scrap it as sooru 
as opportunity presented itself. The dictators anct 
the revolutionary parties believe, and perhaps rightly> 
too, that a constitution is not an end in itself. It is a 
means for the public good, and if it stands in the way 
of that good it must be scraped. So the old theory ori 
which democracies in Europe worked, that all parties 
In the State accept the fundamental principles of the 
constitution, no more holds good in these cl'langed 
and revolutionary times. It may be that this is ne...; 
gation of all democracy. but even democracy the 
reformers feel is but a means to an end. It cannot be· 
installed in place of the end which is the good of the: 
people. One may or may not agree with the new phi_; 
Iosophy, but one cannot deny the fact that there IS 
logic and consistency in it. The new philosophy may 
serve the purposes of a reformer or of a tyrant. That 
1s immaterial. All things that serve the good, .comeJ 
to be useful instruments to the bad also; but their 
e.ffi.ciency cannot be therefore questioned. Under sue~ 
ci,rcumst~c;es .the. justiflcation o! a. policy can only b61 
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-derived from the results achieved. 
So when Congressmen went in the leglslature:s. 

·they cannot be judged from the old, mid-victorian 
view point. They can be judged only by revolutionary 
logic and not by constitutional logic. The acceptance 
-of o.mce must also be. judged from this view point. 

It 1s quite possible to make out a case from the 
revolutionary view point that entry in the councils 
was not for the best interests of the country.· So also 
acceptance of office under the new constitution. But 
~uch things cannot be settled by an appeal to first 
_principles. To-day it is generally believed, that entry 
into the councils by. Congressmen was, when profits 
and losses are calculated decidedly for the good of the 
-congress · and the country. The controversy to-day 
.ranges round o.mces. 

In one of his_ recent speeches the Hon. S. Shastri 
.is reported to have said: "It is the very essense of De-

.. mocracy that if you are in a· majority you must as
sume office and you cannot run away from it. If people 
entrust you with power upon your own solicitation you 
should not turn it on them and say I am not going to 
take power." In this argument the speaker is not true 
to facts and appeals to democratic theory and practice 
·which to-day no more hold good. First he says, that 
the essense of democracy is that the majority party 
must accept office. This would imply that the new 
constitution is a democratic constitution. It is not 
·democratic either in substance or . in form. True, it. 
employs some instruments, of democracy as the 
franchise but it sets aside many principles of demo..: 
-eracy when the vital interests of the foreigner are 
·concerned. In substance it is an unmitigated auto-
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·cracy, nor, is it again a fact, that the Congress or for . 
the matter of that any political party worth the name:' 
bas accepted the fundamentals of the new constitu- ' 
tion. Every national party believes that the new: 
constitution instead of advancing the best interests of 
the nation will retard progress and instead of bringing 
democracy near it will make it to recede further and 
further. So the rules of democracy do not apply here. 
Only the dynamic logic· of revolution can decide the 
issue. · 

Further Congressmen seek the vote of the people 
not to work the constitution. They seek it to imple
ment their determination to reject the constitution.· 
On the best way of implementing this rejection· 
opinions may di1Ier, but Congressmen by their pledges • 
to their constituencies are neither bound to accept or 
reject office. They are free to do the one or other to 
carry out their aims. Therefore the issue can only be 
guided by practical wisdom. Congress will have to 
calculate the possibilities and decide which method 
will most e:fl'ectively achieve the end in view. ·some 
Congressmen seem to have made up their mind. Syt. 
Satyamurti and some others have no doubt that ac
ceptance of office 1S the best, the speediest and the 
surest way of achieving the aim-namely rejection of 
the constitution in which lies the good of the country. 
Some other, notably the Socialists are equally em
phatic. They think that the best way to reject the 
constitution and serve the country is not to accept 
office. The Working Committee has wisely at this 
stage refrained from taking sides. It thinks that the 
time is not yet when the calculation of profit and loss 
can be conclusively made. The Working Committee 
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also.. appreciates that the position is delicate~ and both 
the views may be honestly held and unde~ such cir- . 

•• I 

cwnstances when t;tle two sides are so nicely balanced 
1~ is. J>est to. take time· and leave the country to decide 
tl].~ Issue .. · It has therefore wisely left the· question to 
be decided by the open session of the Congress. The 
Cp~ttee aJso- doe~ ~ot want th~· energi.es to be . 
needlessly wasted in a barren controversy before the . . ' . . 

tim~ for decision has come. The _members of the . 
Committee have in the meantime passed upon them-. 
selves a self denying ordinance of sllence. They also 
are· anxious not to sway the opinion of the country 
o~e way or the other by the weight of their undoubte~. 
pplitical position and prestige. 
A_ugust~ 1935. 
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SoME of our learned friends try to prove elaborately 
what nobody, ·who has any experience or study, ever 
·denies. In a sense they try to convert the faithful. 
All are agreed that there is poverty, unemployment 
and low purchasing power in the land.· One · also 
cannot deny such an obvious proposition as that 
production could be greatly increased by the 
mechanisation of agriculture and industry~··. We may, 
for the sake of argument, be prepared to admit that 
the last can best be done under a socialist regime. 
What, however, we would like to· know is, how the 
desired changes are to be brought about, bow we are 
to get the necessary power and the means to acb1!Ve 
the end in view. It is admitted that we llave not 
·the necessary power and the means. The question 
therefore is, how are we to get these. Industriali
. zation, socialization, divestment of vested interests, 
increasing production with purchasing power, and the 
elimination of poverty and unemployment are nC!t 
theoretical and academic questions. They- are 
questions in practical politics, and - they cannot be 
solved unless we have the power and ·the machinerY' 
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of the state 1n our hands. Lenin could not electrify 
Russia without first securing political power nor could 
bls successors carry out industrialisation and mechan
Isation of agriculture without absolute and 
unquestioned authority. 

Why for instance is there no natural evolution of 
our industries in India? Where\'"er we turn we find 
hindrances 1n our way. These are not theoretical but 
practical. They must be removed before we can 
achieve ai_lything. The ·obstacles in the way may 
roughly be classed as political, economic, and social • 
. we know, in the last resort, our economic disabilities 
.come to be buttressed by our political system. . We 
cannot, economically progress to any appreciable ex-
. tent unless these political disabilities are removed. 
,Recently we. have also seen that we cannot remove 
.any great outstanding social evils without political 
.power. Even when the nation is prepared to abolish 
.untouchab~ty the law stands in its way with one 
pretext or the other. If we want to go "dry" the law 
renders us no help. If we want to make our nation 
literate, the state, by its refusal to grant money for 
nation-building purposes, acts as a block in our path. 
,No great reform can be carried out, unle~s the state 
.authority either itself undertakes it, or is at least 
ranged on the side of the reformers. We must either 
_generate or capture political power. 

Japan had political power and, in thirty years or 
so, not only it industrialized itself but was able to 
throw an effective challenge to the western world. 
India pegan industrialization a little earlier, but what 
has been the net result? Census reports show that a 
greater p~rcentage of the population lives upon agri:-
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culture to-day than ever before. Russia has been able 
to industrialize in fifteen years. And how futile 
oieemed the dreams of the Russian Idealists · before 
political power became theirs! 

Let us, however, examine in some detail the net 
results of the Indian effort at industrialization. All 
Industries are in a precarious condition. In the present 
day division of the world into nations that are poli
tically and economically at war with one another, it 1s 
impossible for any country to keep its industries going,· 
unless it has complete control over finances, currency, 
tariff and foreign policy. In the absence of this, in
dustries are bound to be in a precarious condition. On 
account of the world depression even such Govern
ments, as have all the necessary control over finances, 
currency, tariff and foreign policy, find it difficult to 
protect their industries; how much more so in India 
where we have no political power! There is no normal 
healthy growth of Indian industries. This in spite of 
the fact that all indigenous enterprise has received 
heavy protection,- sometimes to the extent of ~00 per 
cent and more-from the Swadeshi movement since 
the Partition agitation. The consumer has willingly 
and voluntarily borne the extra burdens in a country 
where the purchasing power is notoriously low. Public 
men have acted as the unpaid agents and advertisers 
of indigenous industry. Vast sums have been spent 
by the Congress and other public bodies to. organise 
exhibitions and bazars. In the Councils and Assem
blies the cause of big industry has always been ad
vocated arid some protection got from an unwilling 
Government. But what has been the reward to the 
JlUbllc or the poor of all this sacrifice and effort?. 
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'The Industries have not tried even to put their own 
house in order. . Their emciency remains the lowest 
.1n the world. They lack incentive. But how could ·it 
be otherwise? They know they may come to grtef 
any d~y with one stroke of the finance member's pen. 
They therefore seek to make hay while the sun shines 
·,_.the biggest profits, by hook or by crook in the .short-
· est time. The Government allows them to do this 
because it gives an equal and more than equal oppor
. tunity to the foreign capital invested here. There is 
no great harm if some crumbs fall to · the coloured 
capitalists. Only these crumbs should not be sub
.stantial enough to endanger industry in England or 
.its foreign commercial and political relations. 

The indtlference a! the Indian capitalists, and of 
·the Government, for the interests of the country and 
·of the masses has such an evil effect that even the 
elementary rights of labour are not protected. Indian 
labour, so far as the hours of work, conditions under 

·which the same is performed, housing arrangements, 
-compensation for injury, pay, pension, education, 
medical aid and entertainment are concerned, is much 
behind labour elsewhere. The nation has not been 
able to protect it from the worst kind of exploitation 
-an exploitation that was known to other countries 
-only half a century ago. 

Take again the case of agriculture. The land is 
·divided in homeopa~hic holdings. In several provinces 
the average holdings are of less than two acres. This 

· only means that there are thousands of holings of 
less than half or quarter of an acre. The sub-division 

·ts ever on the increase. There is no law in the land 
·.that can arrest it. Only a Government that could 
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:provide for the disinherited of an agriculturist familY: 
·could change the law. Such provision could only b~ 
:made in the fields of commerce and industry. Govern-, 
ment knows this fully well and therefore no effort has 
·been made to arrest the sub-division of land. · 

The holdings, small as they are, not in consolidated 
·blocks but scattered and intermixed.. What could a. 
poor tractor do with such holdings? So the question 
·is not one of theory, whether small holdings are more 
profitable or large scale production, whether peasant 
-proprietorship .will be more helpful or land nationali-. 
zation. The question is of power in the nation to 
•effect the. one or the other revolution in agriculture; 
for I hold that under the present conditions both will 
l>e revolutionary changes, requiring in the hands of 
the reformers absolute political and economic power: 
•over the whole of Inda. None of these things can be
done without some sort of planned economy.· But to 
'talk of planned economy without power is possible
-only in irresponsible conferences of theoretical econo- . 
-mists, afraid to say the right thing, even when. they; 
know it, and yet having the desire and the vanity to 
look learned and up-to-date. 

The first problem therefore in India is not a revo
lutionary programme of reconstruction as is implied 
by industrialization and socialism, but a radical pro"'" 
gramme for the capture of power. Till such power J.s. 
achieved all other social and economic programme~ 
can only be of a reformatory character.· 

Apart from his fads, it is some such considerations 
"that make Gandhlji. keep before the nation things· 
that it can do without the.aid of state power and state 
:machinery. His whole khadl and village programm~ 
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has ·this political and economic background. Recently 
one Lord Farringdon, a Socialist Peer, visited 
Gandhljl. This gentleman wanted to know from him 
the real object· of. the Village Industries' Association. 
Gandhljl who was observing silence wrote: "To show 
the people how to turn waste Into wealth." The 
questioner asked: ·"How do you want to tackle the 
problem of . rural indebtedness?" The reply was: 
That we are not ·dealing with. ·It requires state 
effort. l am just now discovering things, people can 
do without 'State effort. Not that I do not want state 
ald. But I know 1 cannot get It on my terms." This 
in a few expressive words reveals' the whole economic 
basis· of Gandh.iji's programme. He was talking to a 
socialist who perhaps 'would not have understood his 
usual spiritual language or· his ideas of simplicity and 
voiuntary poverty. So he talked in plain political and 
economic ·language that a foreigner could .understand. 
No economist ·worth the name can have any . quarrel 
with Gandhljl for utilizing the waste of the nation 
and turning it into the wealth. In the same interview 
he also said that there was no other constructive 
programme before the nation. 

Under the present political arrangement, I believe 
there can· be no revolutionary constructive progra:mme. 
It"Will all have to be refomatory, "utilizing the waste'" 
of the nation. It can only do very moderate things 
and that too, modestly. It is this fact that has made the 

. socialists adumbrate no constructive programme. They 
tell us of their aims and what they stand for-nation
alization of all instruments of production; which only 

~ . . 

means that all econoniic activity, whether of produc-
tion, distribution, exchange, or consumption, will have 
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to be regulated by the state, and a state necessarily; 
managed by the producers, that is, the proletariat, in. 
its own interest. Before this is done the proletariat· 
or some body or some party on their behalf, must first; 
capture power. These are the aims and objects or· 
scientific socialism. The real Socialists therefore do 
not countenance the work of the Trade Unionists..· 
They hold that it is reformatory in character, concern-· 
ed With the minor disabilities of the. workers. Some•· 
times they tolerate it, because they consider such work 
as prelude to strikes, which give the necessary· 
iraining to the masses for the final class war. ··Mostly, 
they denounce such trade union activities whi~h theY.' 
think, by making labour a little more comfortable-· 
such reformatory effort when successful, dulls th.e edge 
of discontent-postpones the day of reckoning, the daY 
of revolution. · ' 

The scientific socialists, know that whEm industry 
is in depression no strike can succeed. 'the. owners· 
sometimes welcome it. They even engineer it. Yet 
the socialists, even under such circumstd:rlces when1 

the industries are in depression, will not fuind encour-: 
aging a strike, knowing full well that it. Will end in 
failure, entailing untold misery and sufrerng. They. 
think that this misery and suffering· are inevitable:' 
The price has got to be paid. Individuals can only be
the means to collective advancement. They have no. 
value or worth in themselves. The masses have eve:r: 
been the fodder for the cannon of the capitalists and 
the imperialists. They Will at least be better paid in~ 
their future generations if they become the fodder in 
the cause of the revcHution. ::-,, : 

.. - ..... , .. ;"r . 
On the other hand, a genuine··trnde unionist cat..:~ 
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culates the chance~ of success. He does not want the. 
poor to be mere instruments. He feels individua4 
have also a life beyond the group. Their sufferings 
and sorrows as individuals are real. Their life, how
ever humble, is an end in-itself. He lies low if he sees 
~o chance of success. For him a strike is a means for 
a reformatory change in the conditions of labour. He 
does not indulge in it, as so much gymnastics prepar
ing for t~e final struggle, the final war to the knife 
between the classes, which will establish a classless 
society. . 
. So the scientific socialist cannot possibly do any 
c.onstructlv~ work among the city proletariat unless 
be. modifies, or for the_ time being suspends for prac-. 
tical considerations, the rigour of his theory. I! he 
' . 

cannot engage in any constructive work in the city, 
much less can he. do so in the village. He would be 
lpst in the village problems. They are so tiny, so local, 
that with his world vision he will find it difficult, if 
~ot. useless, to work for their solution. He will find, 
qnly in aeons, if ever, will such reformatory effort 
produce conditions suitable for a revolution. He would 
throw up the sponge in sheer disgust. Here, therefore 
~ work. can only be, to organise demonstrations. 
~ese demonstrations must necessarily be periodical. 
As soon as the agricultural season begins, he will find 
that no -revolutionary ardour of his, no picture of the 
z;nillennium of a classlE'ss society to come, will induce 
the village to leave hif) plough and his sickle. Such 
seasonal demonstratinn.~ will have to be, if they are to 
be on a big scale,-and demonstrations would lose all 
their virtue and effect if they were not on a big scale 
~few .and far between. The village proletariat, when 
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it assembles for a meeting or a . demonstration, say, 
50,000 strong, must ·disperse before 3 p. m. ·They all 
come on foot. They :must disperse in time to reacb 
their homes before nightfall. There can be no cater
ing for a crowd of 10,000, much less of 50,000, in any 
village, even for a day. These crowds can therefore 
be spasmodic, having very little cohesion and serving 
no useful purpose for any constructive effort. : They 
-can have only some limited propagandist and demon• 
stratlve value. They may when excited burst ·forth 
and produce a show of revolution. But· such peasant 
risings have always been drowned in blood. 

So, the sole function of the scientific socialist, 
whether in the city or in the village, can only be pro· 
paganda, demonstration, and preaching of the social-
1st ideology. The last-preaching--.-.can only . be 
fruitfully done by select and chosen intellectuals. · If 
put in the hands of all and sundry, if put in the hands 
of the city, and the Village volunteer, it would only 
teach one superstition in place of another, and one 
fanaticism for another. All talk of scientific· social;.. 
ism would thus go by the board. 

What then are the rank and file of the socialists 
to do ? This problem of the rank and file of his army 
is solved by Gandhiji. He effectively provides for the 
periodical employment of the politically unemployed. 
His constructive programmes give scope not only to 
the leaders but to the humblest of his followers. All 
are provided with day to-day work. They are provided 
with some wages, in keeping with the voluntary cozi;o 
tributions received from a poor people. They live a 
neat, simple and clean life. They need never be out 
of work. 
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For the capture of power Gandhljl .has a radical 
J)rogramme, as .radical as any r~d revolutionary, only 

• It is non-violent. It is not my purpose here to go into 
'the philosophy, or .even into the practical value, situat· 
ed as twe are to-day, of non-violence. The latter has 
.been recognised by .a section of the socialists. The 
~uestlon ·,ts :not whether this or that theory is right OJ' 
wrong; that only .the lllstorian of .the future or a pto
phet of the present can settle, and I claim to be neither. 
:rile .question :is whether the ne~ meth,od of non-co
;x,peration is :direct action and, as such, revolutionary, 
and distinguished :from .constitutional action. I believe 
,it is · direct · · action and it is revolution .. 
ary.- Bon~co-operation is, .as some have called it, an 
()pen ,t:onsplra~y. .I .would say that .it is a non-Violent 
open :conspiracy. So, in ultimate analysis, GandlliJl 
has ·a ·.porgramme, ~which is revolutionary for the 
~eapture .of political power, and reformatory for 
"'Constructive work. 

It •is this double aspect of Gandhlji's movement 
,that .. makes the political phrase, as used in the West 
of the Right and Left .Wing, lose ·most of .its signific
ance, .when applied to Congress politics. Politicians 
~ho ~may ·.be considered as 'belonging to the .Right, 
when:their activities are viewed .from the conservative 
.tendencies of ·the constructive programme, come to 
belong,to the Left, when the movement of direct action 
Is· on; . those who belong by their ideology to the Left 
mng, ·sometimes .fail to show their Left wing tenden
cies when the battle is on. This was clear at the 
conference at Poona in 1933 when Gandhiji's followers 
~ere for the continuance of;·the .1932 .Movement, while 
many socialists advocated the suspension of the move ... 
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ment. It is also because of this, that socialists have 
not been able to dislodge Gandhiji's followers from

1 

their position of power in the Congress, and of affect~ 
ion in the hearts of the people. There are among them 
tried and seasoned soldiers, who have given good ac
count of themselves in constructive work, in flood, in_ 
famine, in earthquake or any calamity, that has be
fallen their people and, also, when the occasion. has 
arisen, given determined battles to the Government~ 

When the battle is on, Gandhiji, their leader, appears. 
to be the greatest and the most uncompromising, 
revolutionary. He is the one, in whom the idea of 
personal safety is least present. I,· .could mention. 
other names, but I may not. The intelligent. reader: 
can think for himself. · 

It is also common knowledge that Gandhiji and. 
his followers do not want to. lose touch with other. 
~oups, even though, politically such groups come; 
nowhere near direct action. Moderates, capitalists,', 
reformers of any party or community, are all askedr 
to join the movement against Untouchability~ of: 
~ndi-prachar, Khadi, Village Industries and. Village, 

' J Reconstruction. There is yet another point . from
1 

·which the co-operation of other political and seml-. 
political groups and classes is sought for by the Con~ 
gress and by Gandhiji. Antagonistic groups and 

I 

c.lasses in India have one thing in common. They all 
suffer from the stunting and. dwarfing effects of a· 
foreign Government. It is not only the masses-if it, 
were so the politicians would come from the masses. 
e~clusively. True, the masses physically suffer more~· 
-~ut the greater sutiering fall$ to the lot of the most . . .. ' 
..sensitive, and. these are found in all classes and in all.~ .. 

~ . ) . . 
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communities. Their pride in their country, in their 
culture, may In their respective religions is wounded .. 
~national movement should harness all these forces,.·. 
and f<?cus them to one centre and one objective, that, 
is the achieving of national political liberty. The na
tional sentiment, embedded as it is, in the present. 
psychology of the peoples, is not yet such a worn-out
factor as would render the joining of cillfering groupS"' 
fu its service . impossible. Even Russian communists.· 
are not altogether without nationalism though · some·. 
of our budding socialists seem to be ashamed to own it. 

National and democratic movements the world. 
over show how all the different elements combined~ 
together in other countries for a common objective. In 
Holland, England, America, Italy~ France, and even tn· 
~ussia, the whole nation rose as one man to throw off 
the· native or the foreign yoke. True th~ share or 
the masses their sufferings and sacrifices were the· 
greatest, though not always did power fall in their 
hands. In the earlier revolutions power fell in the-
hands of a rich powerful middle class, considered then. 
to be the natural_leaders of the masses. In France--· 

. . 
there was an attempt to attach the newly wrested·_ 
power from the king and the lords to the masses, but.· 
1~ failed, owing to the better ability, leadership and· 
organization of the middle class. Even in Russia •. 
after the overthrow of the Czar, power fell into the 
h~ds of the middle group which, however, was not 
sufficiently organised and vital to retain it for long_ 
It also lacked the necessary leadership. The Bolshe
vics, with a better knit organisation, with greater push.. 
~d drive, with a fuller knowledge of what they· 
wanted, and above all with wise leadership, were soon..· 

88 



LEFT WING AND lUGHT WING 

able to carry through a second revolution which put; 
them in power as guardians · of· the proletariat. In 
the first Revolution that overthrew the Czar and the· 
Russian bureaucracy, the Bolshevics did not stand .. 
apart; they too joined hands with all those who desired~ 
and worked for the overthrow of the old order. What: 
happens at critical times in England? Whenever the· 
nation is in the grip of a crisis the political genuis of: 
the British evolves a National Government. The dif-· 
ferences between the diverse groups are for the time~ 
forgotten. So in all revolutions the ·progressive an~ 
e:trective elements of the nation join hands. The 
victory goes to that group which is the most prepared 
and the most organized .and which, above · all, has~ 
evolved the right kind of leadership; for in critica~~ 

times much depends upon lead~rsliip. . 
Take the alternative where each group· suspect~ 

the other and wants to keep itself · pure and un
contaminated. Take the socialist group. It says the-" 
zamindar and the capitalist will never · jojn the 
struggle for freedom. They wlll, in the last resort;_: 
back out because they will feel that their peculiar 
rights could only be supported by a foreign Govern~ 
ment. If this is so, it holds true. for the upper middle~ 
class also. It holds true of the lawyer, professor, doc
tor and others of the learned professions. The lower: 
middle class is always doubtful material, as ·has been 
proved in Italy and Germany. The peasant proprietors •. 
1f they knew the full implications of the socialist 
programme, the ·nationalization of land along with 
the other instruments of production, would be the .. 
greatest stumbling block. The communalists, be they 
Hindus, Muslims or Sikhs, Will of course hold out. By 
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thls process of elimination-if whole classes are sup
J~osed to be homogeneous, organized and disciplined, 
.~cups, and are guided by one and only one consider-. 
. ation the advancement of their own class or sectional . 
. interests and that in a narrow sense-the whole vast 
-~opulation of, InQ.ia will be eliminated. What will re-. 
:main will be a few chosen. people, the Iron-sides. 
·These must conquer, for they rzpresent the only true, 
jq_ea, the idea that is going to conquer the world in the: 
:near future. Such faith and fervour bordering on1 

:religious frenzy and fanaticism, can be understood in. 
·tpe followers of a Christ of a Mahomed, or. even of a, 
•Gandhi. But 1n scientific socialism wedded to object
·iye facts. such frenzy would imply that the new faith. 
·Qf socialism is only another religion without a god. It. 
-will have its new frezy, its fervour, and, above all, its 

' I 

·fanaticism. All this I know Will be repudiated in_ the 
'l!ame of their theory as recorded in their books. But, ~ 
Jlractise, it is no whit better than any of the older faiths,, 
-with like potencies of narrowness, formalism, bigotry, 
:and the arrogance of the chosen people, destined not. 
t.o inherit lleaven but this earth, and destined also to 
·throw into the pit all the unfaithfc!, to be there for - . . 
all time to come. Such a faith will oppress, suppress. 
~d repress, even as the old faiths did, only with less, 
sanctity for human life and keener and more scientific . . . . 
·V{eapons and a better organization. It will not have, 
-the saving grace of Gandhiji's truth and non-violence. 
n. new fanaticisms must arise, it would . be bettez: for
-~unu_tnity that they be at least non-violent. 

I have stated in brief, the position and merit~ of1 
'tpe Ga~dhian ~cbeme of political apd social recon
:~ructio~. · as contr~-distinguished from socialism~ I 
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have not discussed the theory of non-violence nor any 
of the far reaching implications of the Gandhfan 
programme. That would be going beyond the limits 
of the present controversy. 

_'JuJu. 1936. 

91. 



INDIA AND BRITISH LABOUR 

IT is reported in the press that Mr. Masant has. 
returned a saddar and a wiser man, from his recent. 
visit to England. What _did he expect from Labour 
there? One would have thought, that Congressmen 
had renounced all hope of any party in English poll
tics, helping India in her struggle for freedom, when 
they parted company with the Liberals and accepted_ 
the lead of Gandhiji, and put their faith in Satyagraha 
and direct action. But old ideas have a habit of 
persisting. Here, not the Congress but its left wing, 
seems to have built some hope upon the Labour parties 
in England. With this old hope new-born in his. 
breast, Mr. Masani went to England, and returned 
disillusioned. He has lost no time in warning his 
countrymen. But weak people have the . tendency to · 
rely on others. The old habit descended from an 
earlier generation, will however, continue to persist in 
one form or other. 

We Indians think that nations are philanthropic 
missionary institutions, waiting for opportunities to · 
help and render service to other people, provided, they 
get or are given the requisite knowledge of their woes.... .. 
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'The old Congressmen pinned their faith 1n the "Mother:: 
-of Parliaments." When proposal after proposal ot 
reform was rejected, when the India debates found the. 
benches in Parliament empty, when :admitted wrongs 
were not redressed, this faith was trans~erred from 
Parliament to the liberty-loving English democracy. 
Our forbears could not ses, that this democracy wa~· 
neither clever, nor intelllgent, nor even ;powerful 
enough to redress its own . wrongs. But the facts for 

' . . 
the faithful are nothing. It is something mysterious 
Within them that rises superior to· facts. Great hopes 
were entert~;tlned from the Liberal party, then from. 
Labour. The new hope seems to have centred in the 
Independent Labour Party which when it come to. 
power will gtve us a chance. It will not only establish 
Socialism in England but help to introduce it in India. 
Was Mr. Masanl disillusioned by this party? He 
scarcely could have any hope 1n omcial Labour 1 As 
a matter of fact, o~cial Labour could not have met 
'hlm. It 1s no less bourgeois and priggish than the . 
.old o:-thodox parties. · · 

One would have thought, that our Socialist friends 
-who are reputed to be such keen students of inter_;. 
national politics, would be the last to build hopes upon.· 
any variety of Labour 1n England. Labour there, as. 
1s plain to any student of economics and politics, 1s 
Imperial in its character. Its interests as those o~ 
every strata of English society centre L."'l the Empire, 
But for the Empire, the market that provides them with 
work would disappear. The poor and .the starving ar~ 
the least idealistic, specially so 1n John Bull's own 
land. Labour 1n England may not be expected to 
forego its profits. In their case, lt will not be a ques~ 
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tlon ·of profits ·but ·of the standard of living, ·employ·· 
Jnent and eXIstence. It was, therefore, no accident or
iiny ~egrettable ·cemvolutions" tn MacDonald's · brain 
that made him to stick·· to national rather than to 

. -~ . . . . 

international Socialist politics, in spite of his principles 
and party. It was the study and recognition of 
objective facts as they faced his particular portion of 
la.nd, wlieretn he. happened to. be born and in whose 
tradition and :·culture he 'was brought Up and took 
pride ~··8pite of-~ socialism: Mere defection and ·apo
stasy ·cannot account for his conversion. His changed 
outlook seems· to have ruined his reputation, and career 
for the ttme beiilg,· but he is sure 'to find an honourable 

... . ,. ~ ,.. .. , -· ... - ' . . . ' " 

place in the gallery ·of _English patriots like Clive, 
irastirigs, ·Cecil. Rhodes and others. ~e served his 
cOmitry at a· critical time' and saved it from bankruptcy 
by folloWing ·a national policy at the expense of his. 
party even though, that party. happened to represent 
the ma8ses of England. It was after all not the whole 
or England. · 

Except a few cracks without any political or social 
hiftuence, ·Labour in England knows the implications 
of Socialism. They ·know that to-day there can be no 
operative socialism, except what is called Scientific. 

• •· • ""1'. . , r 

Socialism, Marxism or Communism. This 1s inter-
national in character. True and full communism can 
only be established, when all nations have accepted its 
doctrines and established it, within their territory. 
In the meantime, only a few favourably placed nations 
can adopt it in some diluted form with many modific
ations and dangerous compromises. The Englishman 
knows that Engl~d. can m afford to ioy, even With 
this modified ConummJsm. 
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The English are traditionally jealous of then: 
personal liberty. \Vhen they, for the time being,. 
consent to be governed by a dictatorship, it is a na.:. 
tiona! rather than an individual or party dictatorship~ 
The last National Government. was such a one. The 
dictatorsihps during and after the world war were also
such. This is the genius of the people. They do not 
seem to care much for the liberty and the comfort of: 
the ant-hill. 

Then again the English are ·not a revc:>luticmary· 
people. They pride themselves ·on their ·conservatism. 
Things may ~hange rapidly on lhe ~ontinent hut th~ 
Englishman goes on in his usual wonted· way. Every~-

. ' . ~ 

thing there, broadens from "precedent to precedent" .. 
Even Communism may go to England without touching 
its pocket and its Empire. In no other garb will the 
English accept it. 

Moreover, the Englishman is a thorough 1·ealist. 
The world to-day is cllvided into territorial national 
groups at economic war with each other. It lives tn 
armed unstable political neutrality. It is not possible 
for a small non-agricultural nation with a fairly thick· 
population to adopt Communism with any chance of 
success. For Communism to succeed, under the· 
present politico-economic world circumstances, a 
country must be big enough to be pretty independent 
of the world's commercial and industrial machinery. 
It may have contacts but it must be in a position to 
be self-sufficient and self-sufficing in the matter of at 
least the primary necessities of civilized life. Imagine 
a small country like England going Bolshevic, With 
her commerce and industry heaVily handicapped ·by· 
the tari1f policies of other nations! It has no raw· 
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:material$ to feed its industry. It has no agriculture 
·worth the name to feed its population. To-day, it 
:"functions because it has at its disposal the reasources 
·Of a vast Empire .. If the Empire disappeared, it would 
be pretty much 1n the same position as some of the 

. .small countries. 1n Central Europe that have . no . . . 
·colonies. It will not produce enough to maintain at 
~the present standard.of living any section of its po-· 
· pulatlon of 45 mlllions congested in that small space. 
:England. Contrast this with Russia. It has vast 
undeveloped territories 1n Europe and Asia. It is 
·"t;hlnly populated. It has. almost all the food and the 
:raw materials it needs for itself. It has or can have a 
·vast internal trade. It can exist in some kind of ease 
:.imd comfort even without external commercial and 
:industrial contacts .. Even then it found itself in a 
-tight hole from which only the national faith, idealism 
; and sacrifice of its people could pull it thro.ugh. 

The objective facts in Russia and England are 
-.absolutely different. -. And yet even Russia could not 
1lve apart from the world. It had to enter into com~ 
··mercia! and industrial relations with other nations. It 
·:had to make reciprocal defensive alliances. It had to 
-..enter into the "League of Robbers." It had even to 
~shout though its representative, the almost Czarist 
national cry o! England, "God Save the King." If the 
-Bolshevics had to enter into a commercial treaty with 
·-Germany, they would unhesitatingly and unblushingly 
cry "Hall Hitler." In India, it is well-known that they 
nave asked their friends to join the Congress, a na
·tional, and from their view-point, a capitalist organ .. 
ization consi~ting of such "non-offi.clal alllesn of the-

:Britlsh Imperialism as the old Congress leaders. : Th~ 
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justification for all this naturally is "objective facts.'• 
What may not be done or justified 1n the name of this 
-omnipotent new god of the Godless? This new god, 
however, behaves as whimsically as the old dethroned 
·One. It prescribes one set of rules for one set of its 
·votaries and a dtlferent set of rules for another, for 
has 1t not like the God ol old, many facets? The pro
phets and the chosen, 1n various lands may interpret 
:it variously, the fanatics may quarrel but the Catholics 
·and mystics of the faith will say ."though different 
·nations worship Thee differently yet art Thou the 
. same, the on:e, the Undl:fferentiated · and .: the 
·Omnipotent." 

So, to expect England, whether linder Labour or 
Independent Labour, to help India, is to turn back the 
hands of the clock. It is to live in the faith of the old 
Congressmen. Between Congressmen and Liberals, 
-the latter say there will be no dtlference after accept· 
~an.ce of office. The Liberals may well congratulate 
themselves. Their old doctrines are succeeding in 
unexpected quarters. People with faith in direct ac
tion are turning into constitutionalists, and the Left 
-wing in Congress is looking to Independent Labour for 
·help 1n the fight for freedom. If Independent Labour 
falls, there ls yet Bolshevlc Russia for the . faithfUl. 
The Liberal politics 1n India are, indeed, based upon 
unchangiil.g eternal verities . 
.April, 1936. 
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OFJ:EN, I .have been .Invited by my socialist ·friends: 
to speak about the War between Italy and Abyssinia~ 
On· such occasions· I have·felt rather bewildered. What 
1s the good. of: condemning Italy? All nations of the· 
world Including India stand condemned. They have 
always exploited ·the. weaker people Jnside or outside 
their borders.. ·Whenever a nation could and, had the 
requiSite strength or it: supposed it :had; it went on 
conquering weaker nations. There is nothing new 1n 
what Italy~ is doing that needs a special expression of 
our opinion. I am afraid in condemning Italy to-day 
we would be taking our clue from some of the western 
nations ·who.have been condemning. it for purposes of 
their own but who when they had the opportunity have 
done like-wise and justified and praised it. When 
Japan swallowed Manchuria; these· same nations were 
silent. Then also the prestige of the League of' Nations 

· and its existence were at stake; then also a weaker 
nation was being strangled; but those who in Europe 
howl to-day were mum. We too were silent then. I. 
therefore can't see how we are specially called upon 
to open om lips to-day. It is best that those who are· 
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down and low maintain sullen silence than . join in 
the chorus created by some capitalist nations • be., 
cause their own Imperial interests in Africa: and in 
the Mediteranean are endangered by the action of 
Italy. Then, who are we to condemn ? It lies W in 
the mouth of an Indian, this condemnation. Aftet 
all the Italians are contemplating making slaves of a 
foreign nation. Here we· are ever keeping our .own 
fellow Indians and fellow Hindus in a perpetual slave..o 
ry. I am sure even if Abyssinia 1s conquered by~ Italy; 
the fate of the conquered will not be as bad ·as the 
fate of our Harijan bothers. For such as we.:there is 
no point in condemnation. Italy might as well tell. us; 
as it is telling all the western Nations "Doctor, heal 
theyself." If we really are in earnest .in our condem ... 
nation let us first eliminate tyranny from our lives and 
the national life. Not till then can we have the moral 
right to condemn injustice.·· Let all thought ·.and 
energy be used to clear own stables. 

We may however be expected to sympathise with 
Abyssinia without condemning Italy. We. do, but had 
we not better reserve all sympathy for our ·slaves? Abys~ 
sinia conquered will never be in the position we are. 
Italy has not a vast empire's resources to exploit, crush 
and humlllate. And then the Abyssinians are a brave 
hardy and warlike people. Even if they are conquered 
because of the scientific war machines of the Italians; 
the Italians may find it as hard to hold Ethiopia as the 
British found it hard to hold Afghanisthan. . We had 
better therefore think of ourselves. 

. Moreover if ours were a free country we would think, 
twice before we delivered judgement upon other.· Free 
nations tolerate much injustice 1n their neighbours. As 
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tliet have helther the time nor the energy or the tn;. 
clinp.tloii to bother themselves about other people's ~!
fairs. They keep sllent. Any adverse expression of 
cplnlOti may 'be taken as an act of hosltUlty. There may 
be Beedles$ conipllcatlons. Nations of the wotld are 
liot phllanth:roplc associations that would go out of 
their way tO tedre.SS wrongs. They, including RUssia. 
t~ nt)t the DonqulXotes that we credit them to be. If 
El1gliuld lA out t\l decry, you may be sure as much of 
itS tmpenal Interests are involved as When it fought 
Germany for the Ostensible teaso11 of savlhg Belgium. 
It the \vestern nations were really genuine tt wolild 
have tieen tnore worth their Whlle to save China with 
her hoarj past and her civilisation from the paws and 
elaws Of ~apari. Or ·better still ·release some bf the 
ftations from their bWI1 . Dnpei1a.l yoke. Genuinel1 
dls-inter5ted nations when. their 'conscience is roused 
do this or keep . quiet. Their bwh :problems are toG 
much for them to enillroll themselves 1il tHeir neigh
bours' affairs. But we Indian~ have the habit of 
minding everybody else's business, -except our own. t 
am sure if we were a free and mdependent nation, this 
idea of publlc Sympathy \volild hot occur to us for then 
if we sympathised we would be bound to take sides 
and help so far as we colild. We would oblige one 
government to take steps agamst the offending state. 
This \voUld be very n·oble but only it is not done. 

Even then ·seein"g tlia.t injustice is beihg done, we 
xnay be tempted to sympathise. However the impe
rial ambitions of Engla.Iid make ~ucli a bold expressioi:i. 
of opinion on our pa.tt rather difficult. We kriow if 
England g"des to war with Italy, 1t Wih not be for the 
.sake of Abysslnia or the League t>r for justice but to 
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safeguard or advance its. own imperial interest. It 
may then decide to march Indian troops against. Italy.· 
At that time we would find ourselves tongue tied. Al
ready some wise Legislators in our Assembly have bee.q 
asking, that Indian soldiers lle sent to help Abyssinia .. 
We don't want any Indian money or Indian life, to be 
wasted in other p_~_o_QJ~.s_q"Uarrels....however just, muc:q 
less to safeguard or advance any imperial interests o.t 
people who have learnt the ar~ of giving al~ruistic. 

:reasons for their selfish ends, to perfection. We know 
every Indian Ilfe and every Indian penny, is D;eeded fo~ 
greater and more pressing indigneous purposes. It 
would be bad economy and bad philanthropy to think 
of others when our own house 1s in utter hopeless dis~ 
order. Charity, heJ;'e may well begin at home. Out 
socialist friends Who are Internation~lists may do 
~his, but not the Nation as a whole. T:Qough all this 
~s true I would welcome any volunteer movement on 
~he part of those Indian.s, wP.a felt for Abyssinia. an<l 
o:trered their services to it. I may consider the~r zeal 
~d philanthropy misplace.d, but would certainly have 
a respect for them. As I myself am not prepared to 
~u:trer for J\.byssinia, I can only k~ep quiet, especialli 
wpen I know that my expression of sympathy may be 
~:xploited and purposely wrongly interpreted as my 
desire that Indian soldiers be sent abroad, to fight. or
:Jndian money be spent in a war outside our boarder~ 
~f Indian soldiers and money are to be used I would 
wish them to be used for the liberty of our common 
~earth and home. Indian Legislators would .be well 
~dvised, to suggest this to the Government rather.' 
than to ask 1~ tq send troops abroad for however just' 
~n~ laudable a ~~~~- J;3ut our Legislators would do' 
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no such thing, knowing fully well the lmpllcatlons of 
what they would be asking. 

Yet without our expressing 1t, the world knows 
quite well where our sympathy Ues. Belonging to a. 
slave· nation our sympathy is bound to be With Abys
sinla. What wonder 1s it that Indians under foreign 
yoke should sympathise With those, who are the vic .. 
tims of injustice ? Did not . Italy in the days of her 
great prophet patriot sympathised With all the down .. 
trodden of the world ? When one is. down and low, 
one always feels sympathy for those who are in the 
same plight. The test comes when one gets power. 
We Indians might sympathise to-day with Abyssinia, 
but I am not sure that 1f we were· free and powerful 
as Japan and western nations are, we will not try to 
swallow other people's lands and consider it just? 

We may yet- condemn war in general. . Votaries of 
non-violence are however on the horns of a dllema. 
Tlli non-violence is accepted or prevails, the nations 
ot the world wUl be perpetrating injustice and run
ning at each others throat. Not unoften it happens 
that this cut throat armed competition between the 
powerful, is the only chance for the weak. Nature's 
ways are mysterious. To advocate the elimlnation of 
war before non-violence 1s accepted or established, 
may be to perpetuate the present political and econo
mic exploitation of weak nations by powerful imperial 
nations. It 1s because of this that suppressed nations, 
communities and groups very often wisefully look for 
a war among the imperial nations for their salvation. 
How many of the oppressed of the world secretly wish 
this war to develop into a world war! The last war 
overthrew so many tyrannies, native and foreign. The 
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.next world war may be the only chance for the down
trodden ag-atnst imperial nations. It appears almost 
impossible for conquered nations to resist the organ
Ised and scientic might of modem Governments. Only 
when the robbers fall out among themselves, there may 
be a chance for the honest and upright. 

It is, however, quite possible that a world war may 
imperil the very existence of the present civilisation. 
How are the disinherited and the downtrodden to be 
frightened by this contigency? They well might think 
what is their gain from this civilisation! They are 
placed so low, that it would be adding insult to injury, 
to talk of the benefits accruing to them. You may as 
well talk of Indian Advait to the Harijans telling 
them, they are all Divinities or you may quote to them 
the Glta that, he is a wise one, who looks upon an 
elephant, a dog and an outcast.with an equal eye. The 
'10nourable and the sensitive among them rightly feel, 
:that it were better that this civilisation perished, than 
·they remained where they are for want of a wal' 
between the mighty. 

All this should make us to pause before giving our 
.opinion, one way or the other. 'fhe world affairs on 
·account of inter group selfishness and violence, are 
in such a mess that one may not even wish fol" peace . 

. on the existing basis. Any re-shuffling that is more 
equitable and just would appear to be through the 
quarrels of the mighty! It is a dangerous philosophy, 
but it appears that only through evil, will any good 
~ome about. The world must drink the cup of violence 
. and misery to the dregs, before it finds any peaceful 
.and non-violent solution for its self-inficted woes and 
troubles . 
. August, 1935. 
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WE 'are rebuked and told that "Socialism, as every
school boy ought to know is an economic theory which
endeavours to unders~and and solve the problems that 
afflict the world." A school boy may however know 
the deflnition, without realizing the full implication 
of these innocent looking words. The definition means. 
one of the two things. Either, (1) all problems that. 
afflict this little world of ours are economic, and arise' 
purely out of economic relations or, (2) there are 
human problems which though more or less a:fiected. 
by our economic relations, transcend these and stand 
comparatively apart and demand other than purely· 
economic remedies. 

In the first case, all human relations are directly· 
or indirectly, the result of the economic structure or 
Society. All values, physical, intellectual, moral and 
artistic not to talk o:f cultural and spiritual, are
determined by economic forces. If this is so, socialism. 
ceases to be a purely economic theory but becomes a 
philosophic system of thought and action concerned. 
With all life and the whole of it. As such it must seek 
to reval&e fundamental \"'alues held heretofore, by-
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}lumanity. 
In the other case, if it is considered that the

pro'l;>lems afflicting the world are ne~ther purely nor· 
preponderatingly economic, soc,ialism becomes only an 
~conomic theory. It concerns itself with a part o~·· 

Jluman life and activity may be an important part, 
having repurcussions in other allied fields. It cannot
~laim to be a philosophy of life nor can it remedy all 
the llls that afflict the world. Fundamental values. 
need not in that case change or be appreciably affected 
'except by an evolutionary imperceptible process. 

What an earnest inquirer would therefore like tQ 
know, to clarify thought, and make action rational, is~ 

. which of these two points of view a particular socialis~ 
polds. If this is not made clear there is likely to be · 
~onfusion. A socialist then cannot complain if his 
J:>rand of socialism is confused with some other variety
pf it. 

~' however, a theory claims to solve the problem~ 
that afflict the world without the qualifying adjectiye· 
pf 'some' or again, if it aims at 'social reconstruction', 
turther, if its "approach is Marxian" and calls itself· 
py the well define~ and well recognised term "scien
~itlc", the only natural conclusion is that not only 
}Vhat orthodoxy considers purely or predominently· 
~conomic values but all values ~nd all life are in the 
crucible. The whole of human life is under examina~ 
tion, and a new earth and a new heaven on earth (of· 
pourse in the historical future) is sought to be created. 
This exactly is the claim put forward by and on be-· 
~alf of the Bolshevics. They have revolutionised every
field of human thought and activity. Personal an¢ 
family relations, the breeding _ap.d upbringing ot 
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-children, pedagogy and education, arts and · sciences~ 
.literature 'and philosophy, ethics . and phychology, 
social, political and ~economic ideas and relations, all 
are changed. It is· a complete reversal not only of the 
-old order but of all the old values. A new human mind 
With a brand' new psychology is in the process of 
making if not already fashioned. 
1 · ·n all this that 1s claimed for scientific socialism, 

·is true, it 1s no wonder, that some whose faith in the 
-old values is not yet altogether destroyed, get appre· 
.hensive .. To say that such get frightened at the mere 
-mention of the word socialism will be doing them 
:injustice. They are apprehensive not at the passing 
·mention but at the p~werful advocacy by which so· 
·eialism and a particular variety of lt is repeatedly kept 
before the country, as the only possible remedy for the 
·ms that afflict humanity. Nay it is said, that it iS 
imposed upon us by historical necessity, and those who 
-do not recognise the need and the urgency of it are 
-conservative and reactionary. 

· There is however, little doubt, that many of those 
-who in India and else where attack socialism, are so-
cially and politically reactionary. They are the 
>Conscious or unconscious, the paid or unpaid agents of 
vested interests. · They are not only against socialism 
·but against all reform, however introduced, that seeks 
to render any degree of justice to the disinherited of 
-the earth. 

But to confound these two groups of critics is to 
-confound the reformer with the reactionary, the friend 
-with the foe. This confusion may needlessly weaken 
-the ranks of those fighting for justice and liberty. In 
:a national struggle, such policy would only strengthen 
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·the foreigner. It will fall to combine all the anti
:lmperial forces in the country. It is of course assumed;: 
that for purposes of effective national union · and 

:action, imperialism and capitalism are kept apart. If 
·however this distinction is obliterated phrases like 
·

4common front' "combining all anti-imperial forces''' 
· ''Political independence which alone can be our first 
·and foremost concern", would lose all meaning. The 
national struggle in that case will merge in the class 

. struggle. On one side will be the prolet~riat of India, 
· on the other the British nation and all those classes 
of Indians, who unfortunately neither are of the pro
letariat nor are declassed, but who inspite of these 

:handicaps are prepared to struggle and sacrifice to 
·free the country from the foreign yoke and render 
justice to the masses. This necessary _distinction for 
·purposes of the national struggle is often forgotten by 
·the socialist friends. If they admit it in words they 
forget it in their actions. Some of them have brought 
:amendments to the Congress Constitution, declaring 
• the Congress goal to be the proletarian rule. ~ 

This point therefore needs to be cleared. It needs 
·clearing both for the non-socialist Congressmen and 
·for those who call themselves socialists. This clarific
. ation is the more necessary in the interest of the 
latter, as they always consider imperialism synony-: 
mous with capitalism, and thus confuse the straight. 
issue of national independence, with class struggle and 
'Class war. In India every Indian by reason of his. 
·colour and nationality is a slave, whether he be prince 
or beggar, Zamindar or tenant, capitalist or labourer. 
·The only free are those who are struggling· to free the 
·country. 
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. '!.To som~ ~xtent ~he premises are ~ccepted by the 
most ardent socialist, for he admits that political free-. . . - . .. . 

4om is. the :first essential objective for us. to-~ay. Every 
~~.~ el~e mu~t. foll_ow it." The most ardent so.cialls~ 
~d~~ ~U ·this,_ but alas, in. theory. In practice "the 
~~y of lopkffi.g even ~t t~is common ol;>jectlve is no~ 
\h~ sa:_me." Practical difilculties must then arise, and 
~h~y d.o arise. Unless therefore. some metpod is found. 
~~~her of eliminating or minimising the effects of thes~ 
~cl!lt!est \Ye are bo.tm.d to be tneffectiye, engaged. 
mostly in criticising each other's thought and action. •.. . - - . . . . . ' . -

.The~e appear to be but two ways of avoiding this-
c;on~ct 41 practice. Either {1) The :first must be put 
first and no over emphasis placed on the distant and 
.. 4" •. - ,. - . ' 

the dist~ctive. · AI~ emphasi~ must be put on the 
~ommon m~asure of agreement; or (2) Concrete items 
of work which- could be carried out in co-operation. 
with. eac~ otheJ," b~ found or ~valved. If we are to 
~ccomplis~ our political eman~ipation in any measur
able time, no third alternative suggests itself. In the 
absence of any of these, work is bound to suffer, and 
not onlY: tJ:le political but the social goal in favour or
"fhich the risk of division is sought. to the taken, Will 
&row distant. If the programme of the parties entire
ly or even mainly consists of creating differing ideolo
gies, there is bound to I?e clash. Whether this diVision 
will be for the advantage of the nation or otherwise is. 
~ matter which can neither be decided a 'priora, nor
even e~ti,rely from p~st examples. Past examples are 
s,o much imbeded in local circumstances of the time, 
tllat any generalization may le~d ~tray. In polltics
q :pasty or a wrong ge:ne;r~lization ~aY involve a set 
back spelling, misery and ruin to thousands. It may 
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:not stand in the way of the ultimate achievement of 
our goal but it may dangerously retard our progress. 

He will be a bold man, who would say that the 
·nationalist ranks dividing themselves hi rival camps 
of the moderates and extremists in l008, was good for 
the parties or for the country as a whole I It made 
the moderates irleffective. The extremists were ·sup ... 
pressed with the public opinion of theii- political rivals 
-a.t the back of the Government. Th country was 
disorganized. Only one party gained by this prema
ture and 111 conceived break and that was the 
bureaucracy. Any split at the present juncture ~ 
more likely to have similar results, rather than those 
that followed the imperceptible clivision at the time of 
the Home Rule agitation or the break up of parties 
a.fter the inaugeration of the C. D. movement. Time~ 
place, circumstances, our forces and the enemy's 
forces are therefore to be carehiny considered nrtci 
measured before any step is taken to force issues 'that 
Are likely to divide nationalist grobps. We hope, 
there will be no occasion for the so-cailed right artd 
the left wings, of the Congress to divide, but if and 
when the occasion arrives, ali the relevant factors and 
the respective strength and the position of· the parties 
in the provinces, and in the country in generai, will be 
-considered before a rupture is forced. If the rival 
-groups consider, that they cannot do without each. 
.Other, and only in their union lies their and the coun
try's strength, they Will have the political sagacity to 
evolve programmes of work and policies of action that 
will minimise friction. Efforts should ever be mi'de to 
bridge over even natui'ai arid inevitable d.fvislons, born 
of different temp·eraments anCI tdeoiogtes. Ahy 'oth'er 
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~ay, w11l be the way to political disaster and suicide .. 
. "It 1s clear that , we must concentrate on the' 

~ c . ' 

political issue the independence of India. That is or 
fundamental and primary importance for us, and any 
Ideology which blur~ the issue Ls undesirable, and not. 
to be enco~aged .. ~ ..• Why then this talk of Socialism. 
•••••• The Socialist outlook. helps in the political 
struggle .•. , .••• It makes ,us. realise what the real poli
tic3l content ·(apart from , the social content) of. 
treedom must be.". . : 
.. - .• ~e, the socialist outl~ok makes us realise the 
political ·content. of freedom. But it ll!ay humbly be 
pointe~ out that this outlook is not the same thing as. 
socialism .. :It does not claim to . solve all problems. It. 
18 influenced by- socialism, but it does not style itself 
scientific socialism no~,ts it necessarily Marxian. The 
impetus to it might have been given by Marx and his 
companions, it might have been based upon_ scientific, 
sociological, and economic study but it is not socialism 
of any variety •. It is reformatory. It does not claim, 
to regulate .the whole life of an individual or a group. 
It merely gives a turn primarily, and preponderatingly. 
to the economic relations of individuals. As such, it. 
has been adopted even by some of the conservative .. . ~ 

groups, and governments. If all that is wanted is this 
socialist outlook,_ I submit, it is already there in the 
Congress policies and programmes. For this purpose 
it is quite sufficient to quote the concluding portion of
Gandhiji's speech*. at the R. T. C. or to mention the 

• ••Above all the Congress represents in its essence the 
dumb semi-starved millions scattered over the length and 
breadth of the land in its '100,000 vUlages, no . matter 

_ whether they come from British India or what is called 

110 



CONGRESS AND SOCIALISM . . . 

resolution t of the summe~ of 1929 pass~d in Bombay, 
by the meeting of the A. I. ·C. C. If "few Socialists.. 
could improve on the general· declaration . policy ·and 
outlook" why try to confuse . issues by bringing ~ 
terms, whose import and meaning are wide~ than 
what the Congress has ever contemplated? Why: 
depress friends and colleagues in the national strug
gle. who have not yet taken a ,Plunge and become de~· 
finitely socialists ? . Or why on the other hand give. 
handle to enemies, who are . ready to exploit . our: 
language for their own nefarious purposes of sup'""" . . ) 

pression and. repression. . 
The resolution of 1929 talks of only such "revolu-. 

tionary changes in the present . economic and social 
structure" as . would "remove the , gross inequalities"~ 

By passing this resolution "it WC?Uld be absurd to saY: 
that Congress had gone Socia~_t."- ·• This is perfectly· 
true. But if it is so, socialism must.. be somethin~ 

Indian India. Every inter'est, which in the opinion of the 
Congress is worthy of protection,· lias to subserve ·the 
interests of these millions; and so you . :find . now and 
again apperently a clash between s·everal interests. And. 
if there is a real genuine clash I have no hesitation in 
saying, on behalf of the Congress, that the Congr·ess will 
sacrifice any interest for the sake of the interests of these 
dumb millions." ' · ' 
""In the opinion of the Committee the great poverty and 
misery of the Indian people are due not only to the
for'elgn exploitation of India but also to the economic 
structure of society which alien rulers support so that 
their exploitatlon may continue. Therefore to remove thls 
poverty and misery and to ameliorate the condition of 
the Indian masses it is essential to make revolutionary 
changes in the economic and social structure of society . 
and to remove th·e gross inequalities." 
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' -different 1n tts quantitative and qualitative contents. It 
1s t~s socialism that is likely to create divisions 1n o~ 
.-tanks and take away that concentration on the poll
~~cal~ue for which the Congress and Gandhijl have 

i
tood all along. . This does not imply any appraisement 
f socialism. it only means that the Congress for the 
ime being, has advocated some of · the concrete 

.::Proposals and reforms that have come to be· called 

.Socialistic, but It has nothing to do with socialism as 
.SUch. Its main effort and therefore its emphasis. 
··to-day iS on the political issue. It does not neglect. 
economic reform. But It has not accepted the Socialist 
-dOctrines governing economic life. What the Congress 
ivill do after the political struggle is fought and won 
nas also been indicatea by the Cortgi-ess-The 
-Constituent As.Sei:nbiy. 

''Socialist outlook streSseS (what Congress has· 
"been emphasizing .m vai-yfug degress during these past 
.iifteeii years) tliat we must stand fat the :t:Iiasses and 
that our struggie should be of the masses." Now if 
·this 1s the object, would it not be a better course, at 
least for principal leaders In the Congress, to emphasize 
-what the Congress has stood for, for the last fifteen 
years In the words of the Congress, especially when 
·the words used In some of its resolutions are unambi
'guOus ? Why put in phrases and terms, which, not ta 
·talk of school boys, but even some of the veteran 
Congress leaders fail to understand ? Surely this is 
not the way to combine all anti-imperialist forces in 
·the country ! ! 

"Dr. Bhagwandas with a most commendable 
persistence has been demanding for many years that 
·swaraj should be defined. I do not agree with him In 
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.some of his views, but I do agree with him that we 
cannot go on talking vaguely about Swaraj, without ~ 
Indicating however roughly what kind of Swaraj we 
.are aiming at." So there is evidently a difference of 
opinion about the definition of Swaraj between two 
great men. Is it not quite possible, that any rigid 
·definition at this stage of our struggle, may involve us 
in needless, unprofitable, and subtle philosophic dis
cussions about the future, which we can but dimly 
-.envisage? Dr. Bhagwandas raised this question at 
the time of the C. D. movement of 1920. If at that 
time, there had been a general discussion there '\XTOuld. 
have been a sfiarp difference of opinion about the 
•content of Swaraj, not only between Jawaharlalji at!d 
Dr. Bhagwandas, who both were participators in 
the struggle but lesser luminaries without much 
understanding of the problem, would have joined the 
fray. The C. D. movement might have had in that 
case, to wait. It was I believe, some such consider
ation, that made Gandhijl and other prominent leaders 
including Jawaharlalji to refrain from· responding to· 
·the very "commendable persistence of Dr. Bhagwan
-d.as." I believe at this stage of our struggle, we can 
give but a rough idea of the content of liberty and I 
·claim and it is admitted, that the Congress has done 
thts often enough. As late as 1934 and as soon as the 
Congress was allowed to function as a lawful associ
ation after the last struggle, in one of Its resolutions· 
reiterating its determination to win 'Puma Swaraj',· 
'the Working Committee laid down "Congress is nothing· 
if it does not progressively represent and serve the· 
masses." So far as a rough indication goes, it is there: 
1lild . 1n words which . none can mistake.. or 
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misunderstand. 
Then, 1s the content of the word socialism any leSs

vague than the content of the many Congress resolu-: 
tlons .on the subject, including the famous Karachi 
resolution. about , the "Fundamental Rigllts and. Eco~ 
nomic Programme"? If. 1n place of .these. resolutions 
the Cong~ess were to use . the comprehensive term
socialism as .some of Dur friends would wish, the figh~ 
will ;yet continue. . What kind of socialism ? Even 
the Marxian variety has different. shades and each 
self-styled .orthodox Matxlan calls the other, 1f he 
disagrees With him, .bourgeois, reactionary . and an 
anti:-r~volutionary .. _ I. think, the_ phrases used will be 
different~_but.tb~ fight .. will continue. There. will ev.er 
be .a .demand .for a more . definite, . and more un
amblguous.declaratlon, o! the .content .. of the Congress 
goal.of Swaraj .. Put it as 'Purna Swaraj',. and the.cry 
will be why not explicitly state .severance of British 
connection ! .Put it as severance from the British, the 
cry Will. be why. not enmity . with England ! Put that, 
and the new~cry_ may be, let us rule over and exploit
England tor as.long as it has ruled over and exploited, 
InQia... Such a ,process can have no. end specially 
a.mong the Indians who are proverbially so 
metaphysical. _ .. _ .. 

One need not _question . the greatness of Marx or 
tlle superiority of bis metbod of approach to history •. 
fp~ the Jnvestigation of social phenomenon.· We may 
admire Marx and. his life _work, Without accepting all 
his co:Q.cluslons. Science is a process or a method of 
arriving at truth, ~ ~o the results or conclusions of 
that process.. Op.e .may agree that a particular process 
or method of investigation 1s correct without wholly 
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accepting. the conclusions , which.. a particn~a:r. jnv~~l: . 
gator might have arrived. at by_lljs lPve.s~igat.~o:p\ 'J'P.J~ 
1s true 1n physical sciences. But it is much :m9r.~ ~rq~. 
tn .social sci~nces, ~here. th.e ,fielfi .. ~f -:~ye~tig~~ion , ~~ 
iirimen.s~ly 1vpq.e!, _,B;Il~· expe~~~e1ilts ,.cap 1 ~e.f.~~r:f.r''!~~ 

·made nor multiplied at the will of the investigator, 
and the disturbing and special causes i~umerable. 
Newton and Einstin, both used the same scientific 
method and yet their conclusions, how far apart ! ! 
This does not falsify the method. It only illustrates 
the limits that time, circumstances and the state of 
human knowledge impose upon the investigator. If 
this is so with exact sciences, how much more so will 
it be~ with the social sciences which deal with human 
material endowed perhaps with free will. 

Many prophets and reformers in the past, made 
revolutionary contributions in the thought of ·their 
generations. It does not take away a bit from their 
credit and greatness, that some of their most vital 
doctrines, about which they and their followers had 
no doubts and for the defence of which their follow
ers were not only prepared to cut other peoples throats, 
but also to lay down their own lives as willing offer
ings, in the service of the Truth, are accepted to-day 
not only by humanity, but even by their later follow
ers, in extremely modified forms. So to recognise the 
greatness of Marx and Lenin, it is not necessary for 
the thoughtful to accept all their partial conclusions. 
We can admire without being converted. The field of 
knowledge and investigation has not come to a sudden 
end. With every new investigation this field has 
naturally been broadening. Fanaticism is to be de· 
preciated as much in politics as in religion, more so in 
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politics because of the lack of restralning 1n11uences. 
which,· rellglon with its humility and sel! surrender .. 
sometimes imposes upon its votaries. 
July, 1936. 

Note:-The quotations 1n this article are taken from Pandlfi 
Jawaharlal's article on this subject written in 1936. 
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'l1le permanent head of the Muslim League has 
been tal.king and writing now often enough, but no~ 
where recently has he made clear. what actually h~ 
wants. He sometimes talks of the Muslim minorit~ 
and .some times of the minorities in general~ Ofte~ 
his utterances give the impression that if the . Con., 
gress satisfies the MusJJms, in whatever be their par~. 
ticular and peculiar demands, the problems of the 
country will be solved. Sometimes he talks of th~ 

majority party satisfying the minorities, giVing an 
impression that he speaks, not only for the Mussal-: 
mans but for other .minorities as well. May we know. 
whom he deflnitely represents, the Mussalmans or all 
the minorities? May we also ask whether he want$ 
the pecullar demands of the Mussalmans or the~ 

demands of all the minorities to be satisfied? · ~· 
Who is to satisfy these vague demands? 'l1l~ 

majority community or the Congress? Mr. Jinnah has 
never· presented his demands to the organisations that. 
claim to. represent the maJority community. Congress; 
is not an organisation .of any one community, majorit~ 
or minority. It is a national organisation. It is purely 
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a politico-economic organisation. Unlike Hindu, Mus
lim, Parsi, Christian and other denominational orga
nisations, whose doors are open only to members __ of 
their respective communities, the · Congress member
ship is open to all Indians irrespective of caste, creed 
or religion. Nay it is open to non-Indians even, if they 
:work for the country and accept its creed. Some of 
the greatest Hindus, Muslims, Parsees and Christians 
and non-Indians of the. age have subscribed to its aims 
and been its 'members and its honoured office-bearers. 
Has a non:.Hindu· been or can he ever be ~i"·member of 
the Inndu Sabha? Has a non-Muslim ever been a 
member'. of the 'Musliin' League? Ate these 'denomina
tfoilal .. organiSations. open to. members ·.·of' other' COni~ 
fuUrlities on the'·basis Of politiCa.l and eCOiiOmiC ideo~ 
logics and· views? Various· and' difi'erlng polit1cal·'opi..; 
nibns niay be . and 'are held by 'members r of the same 
c6mmunity but membership to these' organisations· lS 
con:filied not' to ail those··who hold. the' same· ·political 
views· but · o:Illy to those who are· born in a particular 
teitgioft or' join its fold by ·conversion. Unlike these, 
Cdngress ·1s a ·purely ·political a·Iid ·national otganisa• 
tion;·consisting of'-members ·of all commUnities ·who 
accept· certaui polltico-economic ideals; Greater poll= 
tical consciousness in ·a particulat · community~ may 
ha\7e }>rovideci 'the Congress· with' greater'· membership 
from that ·community' but this' can never be a cause ·ot 
complaint against that communitt. Nor 'cari a. nationai 

. organisation with national political aims' equally open 
to· an· communities, become· communal simply 'because 
a particular community' preponderates on its mem
bership rolls. The soul of ali institution 1s in its aims. 
ideals and its creed·,~ and not in its··ever shifting' mem~ 
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bership. It can scarcely be the fault of a community 
that its members are more political and nationally in.;:. 
cllned than members of some other group. It would be 
no fault in certain Hindu or Muslim communities that 
their members are better businessmen than members 
of the non-commercial communities. If such commer.:. 
cial communities preponderate in commercial cham
bers such chambers do not cease to be commercial 
organisations. They will be commercial because of 
their aims and objects, inspite of the membership. · 

In the past the greate:r political awakening of the 
Hindus instead of confering any advantage on its 
members has. entailed upon them heavy losses in what 
are considered immediately desirable goods of ·· the 
world. The members of the Hindu community have 
suffered more hardships and financial losses in the 
·various national movements in India than members 
of any other community. They have contributed more 

. than their share of men and money for the national 
cause. Theirs have been the greater sutrering and sac.o. 
rifice. Naturally such sacrifice must bring some mor31 

. strength, but such moral strength is the proud,. privi~ 

lege of all those who suffer and sacrifice in a · good 
cause. In the days of the Khilafat movement the All 

·Brothers always reminded their audience that there 
was only one rivalry between the Hindus and the Mus:. 
lims and that was the rivalry of national service and 
sacrifice. The service and sacrifice of individmil Hindus 
(for among them too there are many sycophants ·and 
toadies) do not make the Congress a Hindu organt.! 
sation. This is borne out by the fact that the denomi~ 
national organisations like the Hindu or the San'atan 
.Sabha refuse to recognise the Congress as representa: 
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tive o:t the Hindu interests. These organisations have
. always declared that the Congress is afraid o:t the 
J.Iuslims and is partial to them. The Hindus have been. 
warned against the activities of the Congress as anti
Hindu. The 1\Iusllm organisations on the other hand. 
have always dubbed the Congress as a Hindu organisa':' 
tion and warned Muslims against its influences. Surely
both these statements can hardly be true. If therefore 
llr. Jlnnab wants any a!surance from the majority
community he is welcome to it. But in that case he 
must approach the proper parties, the Hindu Sabhas. 
and Sangathans and not the Congress. 

He, of all persons must know that in the past,. 
~alks of Hindu Muslim unity have failed partly because· 
the Hindu Sabha members have refused to recognise 
tlle Congress as representative of lllndu interests .. 
They have also refused separately to follow the lead ot· 
the Congress. True the Congress enjoys a position or 
great respect and influence among the Hindus but it. 
does not have the same position as denominational 
~rganisations for their narrow sectional interests. This. 
being so the Congress can give no more than ample
general guarantees to all faiths, cultures and langu
ages. This it has done in its famous Karachi resolution_ 
Atlything beyond that may be asked from the majo
rity community itself. The Congress will be happy u· 
the Hindu community through its organisations yields 
such advantages to the Mussalmans and other minori
ties as will satisfy them and allay their real or imagin-
ary apprehensions. 

Mr. Jinnah once presented his fourteen famous· 
demands. Almost all were granted by the Government. 
In the new reforms. They were not conceded out of:' 
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love of the Mussalmans, nor because of the inherent. 
justice of their demands, but because the Governmen~ 
wanted to placate the Mussalmans and consolidate its. 
power by the traditional policy of divide and rule-:
After all the Government was losing nothing and the 
country was being divided into water-tight compart~ 
ments. National India holds that the so-called com
munal award has done no good to the country. A sec
tion of Mussalmans holds that it has done no good to
their community either. The bulk of the Mussalman~ 
through their spokesmen, however hold th~t the com
munal decision has given them certain advantages 
which they mU.st retain. 

What has been the attitude of the Congress? I~ 

has never disguised the fact that the decision has 
injected the poison of disunion in the body politic. 
But ~t is not prepared publicly to agitate for the .re
moval of the poison. Violating national and logical 
consistency, it passed its resoution of non-acceptance 
and non-rejection. Whatever verbal alterations may 
have been introduced 1n subsequent resolutio:g.s, the 
Congress attitude has remained the same, that it will 
not carry on any public agitation against what the 
Mussalmans rightly or wrongly, from ·the Congress 
view point wrongly, hold to be an advantage. It has· 
decided that it will get the decision replaced by an 
agreed settlement. It has eschewed public agitation 
creative of bad blood between the communities. In 
adopting this attitude the Congress has not hesitated. 
to act against the wishes and advice of some of its.. 
oldest and tried workers. Until recently this attitude 
of the Congress was much appreciated by the Muslim 
League. 
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The most important of Mr. Jinnah's 14 points (one 
-would have thought they·-were eXhaustive) -have been 
granted by the foreign Government and in' a sens~ 
gu'aranteed by the Congress until the Muslims reun ... 
-quish them voluntarily. May we ask what more i~ 

:needed? Perhaps the approval of the majority com=.. 
niunity through· their communal organisations. I! it 
-13 so~ were it not better for Mr. Jinnah and the Mus-
lim League to approach the Hindu Mahasabha? Why 
should ' the two premier organisations of the two 
·premier communities despair of each other, especially 
-when both protest vehemently, that they are intensely 
patriotic and non-communal and as· anxious for 
·the political and economic salvation · of the country 
as the. Congress, and that Congressmen Hindu . and 
'Mussalrilans ·.have no··monopoly of patriotism? Witli 
.such great common background and such basic lden~ 
-tity of interests it should not be impossible for ~hem 
·io come to an agreement. In the past they have shown 
·that they can combine. The Sarda Act was opposed 
both by the Hindu and Muslim orthodoxy. Why should 
.a constructive effort at an agreed solution be impos-' 
.Siblefor them? This will also be the measure of their 
])atriotism. 

Individuals .and communities can have many 
loyalties: When such loyalties conflict they have td 
make their choice. Congress at many critical moments 
has made its choice. Its quarrel with foreign imperial.;; 
ism is more fundamental than its differences with 
other groups in India, political or quasi political and 
quasi religious. If in the last resort the Hindu, ·Mus.: 

·lim, Sikh and other denominational organisations con
..slder their quarrel with the foreign Government as 
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more fundamental than their quarrel with each other. 
the solution of the communal problem will not be dim.
eult. The Congress stands for Swaraj but at a pinch 
it wlll prefer any sectional raj to foreign raj.· Such a 
raj will leave many of the major "problems of the 
nation unsolved but it will any day be more self::. 
respecting than foreign rule. In no case can it be 
worse than foreign dominatioin and exploitation. This 
1s the view point of Congressmen. Is it the view of the 
members of the denominational organisations? Mr. 
Jlnnah has told us that he is not prepared to bow his 
head either before the Government or before Anand . 
Bhawan! JUI the importance· of Anand Bhawan iS 
derived from its proximity, nay from its identity wiith 
Swaraj Bhawan. Even if Anand Bhawan had as inde:.. 
pendent an existence as a certain house on the Mala
bar Hill, Bombay, Congressmen will ever prefer to bow 
there than ln New Delhi.' It is because. of this that 
important Congress leaders have often . deClared that 
they are prepared to give a blank cheque to the Mus:. 
salmans. This attitude of theirs has been resented to 
and criticised by Bhai Permanand, Dr. Moonje · and 
others of the Mahasabha. The Congress may still 
stand by that, but the trouble is that the quarrel ·is 
not between the Congress and the different commu.:. 
n1tles. The quarrel is between the various communi
ties whose narrow, sectional interests confii.ct and 
over-ride the national interests or even the real iii!. 
terests ·of their masses. They all want advantages 
which they are not prepared to concede or concede in 
a·· like measure to· other. In their narrow sectional 
tntolerence and fanaticism they have forgotten the 
Golden Rule. As a matter of' fact if all the :financial 
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-demands of the difrerent communities were pooled. 
there may be no 1·ights left for the common citizen !O· 
enjoy. India .will then present the picture of a society 
1n the natural state, so graphically described by Hobbes.· 
1n which each wars against all and all against each. 
That perhaps will be the fitting consummation of this . 
.Bedlam in whlch we seem to be llvlng to-day. 

During the course of a lengthy statement criticis
ing the Congress attitude in refusing to form minis~ 
tries in provinces where it commands ·majority the 
Chief Minister of the Punjab, has taken occasion to·· 
mention my_ recent statement against Mr. Jinnah's 
position that. the Congress if it wanted Hindu-Muslim 
unity must negotiate with the Muslim League abou~-
1ts po!ltlcal programn1e. The Chief Minister has not . 
condescended to quote any portion of my statement. 
Jie simply styles it as "arrogant" and says that it shows 
~'unveiled hostility to minority interest." May I ask the· 
Hon'ble Minister to point out any portion of my state
ment which can even remotely imply the least hosti-
llty to the real or fancied interests of the minorities? · 
All that I said is this that the Congress cannot afrord 
to change any of its major political policies which are· 
all directed against British Imperialism and not against 
any special minority ihterests, at the instance of· 
penominational organisations. I have challenged any~ 
body to prove, that working the Constitution, the· 
League position as against wrecking it, is the position 
pf the Muslim minority. The Hindu Mahasabha also , 
~ants to work the constitution and not to wreck it. Can 
it therefore . be. called the Hindu position? I have 
pointed out that many important leaders of the Mus-:
llms and some Muslim o1·ganisations are at one With 
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the Congress in the matter of wrecking the Constitu
tion. I hold that the Congress cann·ot afford to allow. 
any denominational group, minority. or· ma'jority, to'. 
dictate to it its anti-imperialist policy. No· specific· .• 
rights of minority or majority communities should 
therefore be in question. I hold that if all the denomi
national organisations were against the major poll
tical policies of the Congress, the Congress must follow 
its own course. The struggle may become harder entail
ing more sacrifice, but the real servants of the country 
cannot be deterred from their national duty by the 
dlmculties created by denominational organisations 
even as they cannot be deterred by the frowns of the 
powers that be. I have given other examples wherein 
the Congress cannot a:fford to change its major poll
tical policies or its principles to suit sectional conveni
ence. I have given the example of the Congress creed 
of non-violence. It is quite possible that a community. 
majority or minority, may not fancy the creed. Is the 
Congress to change it ? For a sectional group not to 
confine itself to its particular Interest but to make 
excursions in polltical fields and to dictate terms to 
the Congress In its fight against imperialism is to over 
stretch the meaning of minority interests. I hold that 
the Congress wlll not be worth its salt if it changed 
its major political policies and programme to placate 
sectional organisations and purchase unity. It will be 
committing political suicide. I do not see how any 
specific minority rights are threatened by this attitude 
of mine. Have the Muslim organisations that have 
passed l'esolutlons for wrecking the Constitution as 
against working it, injured the Muslim interests? It 
they have, I feel that I am sinning in good company. 
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·As ;.for ~'arJ:ogauce.'.'.~l..le!\ve ~~t ... tq, fJl~. p~blJc to dedde 
tills ,qw:s~on: between me and my: critic. • 
June, l93'l.; : 



MR. JINNAH'S POLITICS 

The President of the Muslim League, Mr. Jinnah; 
having no riew points to add to his famous fourteen 
iS rather vague about his corimmnal demands. He iS· 
however quite explicit about the . political differences. 
between the Congress and the Muslim League. ·The 
}J:uSum League wants to work ilia Reforms .for what. 
they are worth anci tlie Congress 'stands pledged to
reJect them. uriiess a settlement -'is arrived 'at on this· 
issue we are toid, there can be no iliD.du.::Muslim unitY. 
arid consequently no progress for the ·country. Does 
Mr. Jinnah want us to: understand t:tiat working the 
constitution is also a minority demand and as such a. 
condition precedent to unity? ·We hope Mr. Jinriah iii 
this matter is not representative of the entire Muslim. 
community. We kilow ·Of Mcislim individuais and orga-· 
nlsatlons who have deClared that they will have noth~· 
ing to do with the workirig of the present constitution~ 
They stand for wrecking l.t. But supposing the Mlislinis·. 
aS a community hold that they must work tlie consti.; 
tution, 1s the Congress on that accoimt to change one 
of its fundamental policies? Changit}g of national and 
political policies out of such considerations would ruin. 
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=any political party. It would ruin any national move
ment. Such a procedure wlll not only fall to achieve 
communal unity but wlll make the achievement of 

:national liberty well-nigh impossible. 
To-day it is the Muslim League, (we are sure it is 

not the Muslim community) to-morrow some other 
.minority league speaking ,in the name of another 
minority may turn round and say, that it does not fancy 
the basic ·principle of non-violence of the Congress. 
.Is the Congress to satisfy this demand also, to pur-
'i:hase unity? Anot}?.er community may object to direct 
.action being employed in our struggle for freedom. Are 
we. to . abandon this our weapon to achieve communal 
·good-w111? Supposing the Anglo-Indian commtmlty wel,"e 
'to demand the cessation of our anti-imperialist 
::activity on pain .. of communal disharmony. 
:are we. to abandon our struggle to reconcile the Anglo
indian minority? This too, is an Indian minority! U 
.Congress went on-like this satisfying the P<?litical de
mands of the minorities it may as well shut shop and 
declare a political hartal. It takes one's breath away 
-when ~ch demands are seriously put forward by 
people who claim that their patriotism and political 
'Wisdom are no whit less than of any Congressman. 
"The Congress we are sure will compromise on no such 
'issue. · 

Here is however a good opportunity for Mr. Jinnah 
to come to terms with the organisations of the majority 
community. The Hindu Mahasabha guided by Bhal 
"Parmanand, Dr. Moonje and its new light Dr. Narang. 
stands for working the constitution for what it is 
worth. Here is a fundamental unity. We present it to 
~· Jinnah and Bhai Parmanand and their respective 
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organisations for a heart to heart fratemlsation. U 
such common political bonds cannot unite them, no 
etrorts of the Congress can ever bring· them together. 
May we also ask Mr. Jinnah to open negotiations with 
the Liberals? They too believe in working the consti
tution. This unity of policy will be an excellent work
ing basis. If the leaders and the parties who believe in 
working the constitution come together and rub 
shoulders with each other in a common patriotic 
etrort, soon a more fundamental unity Will be evolved 
which may make permanent unity -an accomplished 
fact. The present line of appro~ch therefeore. appears 
to us, to open fruitful vistas of future accomplishment.,. 
May we .hope and pray that this fundamental unity·: 
may be fully exploited? . Such an: opportunity once.: 
missed may not present itself soon again .. We present, 

- I 

it t? the leaders and the parties concerned_ and 1wi~~.: 
them all God speed,. · · 
June, 1931. 
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: · · FRONTiER POLICY :AND THE: roNGRESS · . " 

.A !ew aays h~ick: I made a statement about the 
fundamentai muty of atin betwe'en the communal' 
orgaiils~tlons and annoyed the Musllin League. I made 
another 'statement and amioyed. .. the Hindu sabha. The· 
latter statement wa8 fu connection With the Frontier 
Day ·organi.seci · by certaiii assoCiaitons. The Faizpur 
Congress passed a resolution condemnirig the Froritler 
policy of the Government. By asking Congress nien 
to join the demonstration against that policy I thought 
that I was only discharging my duty. I had no idea 
that I would be annoying my friends of the Hlnau 
Sabha. My appeal was directed only to Congressmen 
who believe in Congress policy and programme. 

The Congress resolution gives five grounds for 
condemning the Frontier policy of the Government. 
These are:-

( I) The policy so far pursued is wrong and has 
failed. 

(2) It is being pursued 1n the interests of impe ... 
rialism. 

(3) It is to Justify the high and mounting milita.r;y
expense. 
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'(4) It provides ·the tinperiat troops ·With .1tta.tntng 
in semi-war . conditions. , . 

. (S) The methods ·employed are 'crliel, UriclVillSed 
and ·barba.Iou8. 

An the reasons given, are ba.sed upon tundisput=
:ed facts.· The policy has ;been :followed :for :well-nigh 
bundl·ed years ·and 1has neither given security 'to India 
·nor ·tamed ;the tribes ·,and made them friendly. ··-That 
the policy is followed in pursuance ·of lmperiallritet
est, needs no proof: That lt provides a plea 'for enhaiic-_ 
tng military expense is proved by- the arinuiu :"budget 
'speeches justifying military eXi)ense. 'Most 'bf -'the 
"military expenditure is incurred in 'that. area' and most 
-'of the troops are massed. there. The~ fact that Frontier 
provides training to Imperial troops ln seinl-war con:. 
; dition is aclm1tted in omcial evidence. and 'documents. 

. f . . . f ~ ' f ·,· 

·It _is borne out ·by the fact that most ·of the 'troops 
stationed in England take their turn of ·serVice iil 

··India· and ·get their trainirig at one time ·or 'the 'othe'r 
on the ·Frontier. 'That the methods employed ate uri

:elvllised, cruel and barbarous ·is admitted by the Bri
tish -themselves. They 'as 'a nation and their . .'Govern'
ment have condemned air bombliig in Spain. They 

·have expressed their abhorrence of this method of 
'warfare. • 

The 'congress -'therefore condemns the Froritler 
--policy upon facts that are admitted by the G6verii
. ment itself. This condemnation of the · G-overnment 
'does not 'mean any approval 'of· the methods used by 
the· trib-es or any action 'taken'by them. The: two ques .. 

:tlons stand apart .. This much, however, is certam 'that 
we believe it is ·quite possible 'to ·tackle this :Problein 
by peaceful methods. After aU 'the same tribeS live 

~- :131 



;beyond~the borders.~ have their home 1n the Frontier-
• ·• • I • • • .. ' • .:., • 

Province. U the latter can and do llve in peace one can-. . . . ~ . 
11ot :_unders~and: W~Y. t~e1r _ cousins llv1ng a few m1le~ 
beyond, cannot llve 1n peace. · We belleve that ·u we 
.were: an. independent· people, it would not be dimcul~ 
,for_ OUt; Sw~aJ . Government te> tackle this problem 

•• .. • I( • • ~ ' • 

peacefully.· Similar tribes inhabit the southern border-
- • .• .... "-"' ' j, •• 

ot. Rt~ssla •. '!:hey~ ll~v~ been civlllsed and made useful 
.and_peacefulci~lzens ln an incredibly short time. Bttt 
J;Upppslng.:_the Bprder .tribes are .too turbulant to. be 
reformed,,.i~ -~oes_·not ;req~e -~ cent~ to conquer· 
_them . ( o.t course, we abhor all such conquest of Foreign 
~territory). The might of the British Empire has car..
ried out: greater . and more arduous tasks without ail 
bombing which the British condemn. Surely they are 
. not deterred from incorporating the tribal territory in 
Brillsh India by Indian public opinion! No such scruples. 
. guided them 1n their other conquests. Indian public-

. . 

opinion was against the conquest of Burma. Burma 
.was not saved on that account. But the fact is that 
Jf peace is restored in the border-territory the justifi
cation for bloated military budgets Wi:ll disappear and 

. wlth it the tralnlug ground for imperial troops • 
. These_ are fundamental questions. The harrass

ment of the Hindus is only a by-product of the policy 
. pursued in imperial ·interests. If the Government by 
.. their policy of well-nigh hundred years has afforded· 
no relief to the Hindu residents in the frontier the 
Hindus must, if they are wise, look for relief somewhere 

. else. We hold that the relief that they sorely need can 
come only with the political. emancipation of India, 
through Swaraj. If there was any possibility of this
relief coming from the Government, the Government 
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-would have by now made possible the restoration of 
the kidnapped Hindu women even as they did in the 
~ase of a European woman that once was in the same 
_plight. It is useless for Hindus to look for protection 
to the Government which wants them to live in per .. 
lletual dread of the Pathan. 

The Hindu Sabha, instead of condemning me for 
having issued my recent circular, should be happy that 
~ome of their co-religionists are in politics, able to 
distinguish between the essentials . and the accidents 
of a situation and look at objective facts without being 
prejudiced by their natural communal feelings and 
.Bentlments. We put first things first. After all the 
-essense of morality as also of political wisdom. consists 
1n the abllity of assigning its proper· place to every· 
human action. I am sure the agitation ·started on 
behalf of the Frontier Hindus by the Hindu Sabha iS 
.neither wrong nor bad in itseif. It ·is ·good·. and 
patriotic. But it only misses to assign proper values' 
to things, :~onfuses essentials with accidents ·and falls' 
to put first things first. It stands to the credit of the 
·Congress that it does not miss or lose sight of the pro•; 
per perspective and the necessary hierarchy· of· human-
values. · · 
.July, 1937. 
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~-

A ~ECTION of. Indian politicians have all of a sudde~ 
.. - · . ~ • · · i : · · . · . I -

d~yeloped ~. great deslr:~ that -the ·Congress shouldt 
~ccept omce. They have filled the columns of Indlanr 

• •• #. - ' •• .. • • • .1;. 

~d 4Jlglo~In4Ja.n~p~pers .to proye to us t_hat the ~lva.-
tion. of the country lies ln. Congress accepting. omce •. .. ~ "' ' . " . . . . 

They_ are. s~rised tha~ Congress leaders are not dis-: 
\urbect by t~e. refusal of the Governors. to· make the 
gentlemen's. agreement. Not only those opposed to~ 

. . ,. • J 

office but even those in favour, do not seem to be much 
... • • • • ) • •• -1 • • • ' • ,;. 

bothered about the refusal of the Governors to accede~ 
• • ... .. ' -· • - '4 " ' 

to the conditions laid down In the Congress resolution.. 
Congressmen do not seem to be perturbed ev~~. by the: 
appointment of minority Ministries consisting of poll-· 
tical reactionaries. From this the opponents of the 
Congress straightway conclude that the Congress 
never wanted to accept omce and the Delhi Resolution. 
was just an eyewash. It was passed to delude the pub
lic. It was passed merely to cast the blame on the
Governors for refusing to contract themselves out or· 
their legal obligations under the Act. Even after the-



clear and lucid statemen~ of Qanq~H, PHr fqe~~~ ~P 
not seem inclined tQ believ~ t~~ Cp~~re~ !{3.§ ~.?nest - ' -
t.n lts desire to. acc~pt ~mce. 

Why are the~~ npn~Poiigr~ss P.Ol~~~9~~~§ ~~ ~~qtys 
that the Congress snould ~c~ep~ om~~?. +'l:}ellVe~~-pqt 
tr!endly at ~he time of ~he electipnsl yYhy. ~b~:g ~!HS 
.sudden affection and a~ety? ~~~~~a~ ~~ey ~~v~ ~~~p 
converted by tne C~:mgr~~ succ~~-~ ~c~i~v~.¢1 . -~~ t~e 
polls? Has. it changec:l tllei+ 3~~~R~~h:y Jn:~~ ~g~q~!~~? 
L~t us e:J:amine the p~tpql9gy pf t~ p-q~ye~~o:q. 11 
llttle closely. 

It Is nq love ()f tn~ congre~s. ~h~~ R~. Jn_s:plfecJ ~b,e, 
anxiety t~at Congres~ shopl4 I?-P~ :r.-et~~~ 9ft!CS: H ts 
rather thelr 1nyeterate c()nstit~tion~~is~. --~ ~lle ~J_q
rity party does not ~ccept qffi.ce. tp~ fpn~~!~~~~~ 
breaks down. If there ~~ no. ~onstWutio~ <?r !f J~ ~r~-a~ 
~own, what b~come~ pf tp~ cpn~tip1J.tiq_J:?.~ !1?-~Sfl:~~· ~J;e 

.sol~ level." ~or tne ~r~nsfer~~~e p~ pqyv~r ~-8:~~ the . .<>,~ 
weapon for bringi~g abo1lt the }~~~~~ Y~:r.'~~t~ -'?.~ _Ipc}~jlJl 
Swaraj? The Constitution ;must be saved at all costs. 

' ' • ' ' ' ' ' • • • ' • .. '' .-4 

Bad as lt is, it must be worked, ho\Yever. pum~~i~~~ 
the conditio?s. . -~ 

'l'he liberal legal pandjts at Allahabad,· ·Bombay, 
and elsewhere a~e th_erefore ·at· pai.Ils 'io ,·P:r.'C?Ye '#i:o'fP 
~he provisions of th~ Act that the ~oyerp.Qr~ c:a.~gt 
possibly contract themselves out of the · -<\Ct and that 
the demand of the le.ade,rs of· the Congress·· party· is 
not constitutional. One of them · h~s- gozie" ~q -~~i .¥ 
to opine that the _Governors are entitled ·by the. Act 
to appoint minority ministries:- Our frien~ ,ojlce ag_aifi. 
as is llSual ~th them, are anxio~ to j1J.S~ify. the W~"f~ 
of the Governm~nt to the dull heads of Congressmen, 

- 1,. .,... • ' ,. - ~ ~ '" • • •• - .. ,J • 

who they think, have neither understood the Constl-
~ ~ ·- .... .1'- • 4- ···-···" '.-..- ·--~ ~ •. -···----.'{· 
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(tlitlon nor 'its legal.' lmpllcatlons. 
~' -';.;,{But ls lt really so?: Congressmen understand ~tha 
Constitution and its legal lmpllcat1ons:as. well as .any 

4of' 'the· legal' 'lwriiilaries; 1n ~other parties.' The~ fact .-is 
:ihere ·iS a, fundamental dl1rerence · between~.outlook ·of 
'the Con~ess ·arid these constitutionalists, and· this the 
I latter ·lose ~sight -of ainidst ihe legal and· constitutional 
~cobwebs lof· their own··.creation. -While; they. think :tn 
iterms Of' law and' constitution,' Congressmen· are think
J1ng ·' 111 .. extra-legal~ and extra-constitutional concepts, 
in terms of politics, democracy and the.· Will of the 

•p.eople:as expressed by their vote.:· .A:.congress lawyer 
·may Jotn issue with a laWyer of any other party about 
"the: legal and constitutional posUion. but ·he 1s not 
1.worrted · by that. · He believes · that . the . Governor 
'can give ·'the undertaking asked 'for, within the terms 
~o{ the· constitution· ·if not mechanically' and formally 
··interpreted. He, however; knows that it may be argued 
:otherwise. · If the Governor cannot, he must refer the 
·matter to his principals, 'to those who have power over 
~him and who in their interpretation are not handi-
capped by legal forms but are guided by political con

. siderations. As a matter ·of ·fact it is ·an 'open secret 
,.that ·the legalistic interpretation under which the 
;Governors ·have taken refuge, · is only an eyewash. 
;They have their orders from their masters at White 
·Hall. The masters wanted the Governors to take refuge 
:under the legal forms provided by the constitution, 
·simply because they' were not at -this stage, prepared 
to hand over the least little bit of their power in the 
'provinces to the popular representatives. White Hall, 
·therefore, directed the · Governors -·to insist upon the 
}lound of ·flesh to which they were 'entitled, in terms 
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-<>f the New -Constitution •. 'Mahatmajl had:. devised, 
the condition deliberately· to- test the intentions of: 
those in· power. The· possible legal, dimculties· were 1n.: 
the legal region of his· mind. Even' if ·they were :not,. 
they must have been brought to his notice by ther 
_pandits ·of law of whom there is no ·dearth. in ·the, 
Councils of the Congress. Gandhiji must havet satiSfied· 
his companions by taking them beyond the legal dim·1 
. culties and put before them the pure political question..r 
The political issue ls whether the cabinet' Is willing: 
to hand over even ·partial power to popularly elected: 
ministers. The reply Is an emphatic no. This clear issue· 
1s sought to be clouded 1n legal ·subtitles which may~ 
deceive the liberal mind but. do not deceive the poll.:.~ 
tical commonsense of the Congress.. · : 
· But our oppenents say that the Congress' should.; 

·have seized the opportunity of omce and .not: allowed: 
it to slip. As 1f by seizing ·apparent opportunities the 
Congress can gain any position of real power! It would~ 
have been In omce for a few days· or a few ~onths.;: 
But that would have been so much time wasted post-: 
paning the ultimate struggle. It would not. have been. 
time saved, but time lost. 

Our friends still argue' that the Congress even' 
·tn that little while would have done something ·to: 
mitigate the lot of the peasant., The Congress, how
ever,. Is quite confident that the little they could have· 
done 1n omce will now be done by Chhataris, Raos; 
and Reddys. This is proved by the published programme· 
of the- European group in Bombay .. It calls itself the· 
Progressive Party and stands for· "progress as against_, 
Congress." The main policy of the party will' be to: 
·raise the standard of living of all classes, rural, · and-• 
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urban and. to that.. end~ thei Will! try~ to ·dev:elQp, th~, 
resources of the. Eresideney.. ~ey. say, t:b.er~ ~- d~m3+14:r 
for reduction. of" land. revenue. 'Yhicll1s a, JustJf1ablej 
c1emancL Pa.J"t. of. the .pollcy.. oft the... p~ty, wiU.- b(' tQr 
undertake.· the early,. mVision. o1: settJe.:r;uettts_ so.t ~~ 
equitably. to. adjust the 1nc1dence._of lanctrev~nue, etc.,-.. 
etc. Not. to. talk:.of..minority._pal'ties. eve~:lfr the,Qot--.. 
emors. to.ok: up. the.. x:etgns .o.t Pl"OV~ci_al: Govem.men~s,_ 

Without, .the. camc;nlfla.ge ... of 1 mln.odty_ mlni~tries, theyJ 
Vlill' have~ to_ introduce all .. these. mild anct mod~ra~e.: 
reforms which_ ~e. Congress .Party. wou.Id have. und~~:-.. 
taken but which they·may_not.hav.e ,b~en .able .. to carry1 
through_ because. ot .. the_ special: rese:o-~'"' and• c¥screr.: 
tio~ry powers. of the. Governors. ~eJ."efqre •. m~:qlstry; 
or no ministry, the .. little.~good. to .the masses, is_ guar-.. 
anteed to_ them·by_ the .. mere, fact. that they_. have re
turned. the Congress .in a. majority. t~. the .legislature~"-
. However,_ it .ls_held. tha~ tha:Congress .. has _con;mlit.-. 

ted a. tactical blunder 1n not accepting omce. This. t!me.~ 
alone can. pro:ve.~ Congress. does. not believe 1n mere! 
tactical advantages .. It .knows. that .th_e :Btitish Impe-_ 
rialism that. crushes life_ out of the _Indian people can~~ 
not be dislodged by mere tactical and. te~porary ad_- .. 
vantages. Tactics.must therefore .. hold a. subordinate· 
place in. its .p:rogram.me. 

Apart from.. this .lf. constit~tlonaUsm .were, the onlYt 
sheet anchor of, the .. Congress as it 1s. of the liberals j 
It. woul.d . not allow_ such little tactical . advantages. t(), 
sUp by. The Counclls are .but a part and _a minor part, 
of . the Congress pt:ogranune. The best from it that;, 
can be got namely, the reaching _to the masses, rous=-. 
1ng and_organistng them,. was done at.the time of the; 
elections .. The little more .that remains wU1 be done by~ 
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their opponents With the· sword of· the. majorities. e:ver.; 
hanging over them. The . Congress could have. gon~ 
beyond, only If the Governors ·had be~n ·allowed, by. 
White Hall to give the undertaking asked for. As ~bJA: 
has not been forthcoming the Congress. naturally: 
remains unperturbed. Acceptance of ministries. is. not; 
an end in Itself for Congressmen. 

The Congress still has the temerity to b~lieve that: 
real power can :flow to the people only as. the result. 
of a grim struggle where power is pitched against; 
power, unless of course, Imperialism Wishes. it. other_. 
wise. The test that lt wishes otherwise was provided:. 
for· by the proviso attached· to the A.I.C.C. resolution~ 
They have rejected it and thereb'y rejected the consti-: 
tutional game of rule by majorities. The only thing left' 
for them is, as Gandhljl says, the rule of the sword.'. 
8th April, 1937. 

u 

IN spite of what Prof. Keith says, about the. con
stitutional deadlock and the interim ministries Sir Tet 
Bahadur Sapru argues still. Sir Sapru quotes· what: 
the Professor had said before about the Constitution.: 
Now lt Is immaterial what Prof. Keith said before. He 
had not contemplated the formation of minority: 
mlnistries. He could not have in anticipation thought: 
that an agreement such as was asked by the Congress: 
would be refused. His present opinion is based upon 
the situation as it ls to-day. He says that the forms· of~ 
responsible Government should not be prostituted to 
conceal the breakdown. He considers the ·formation or. 
minority. ministries as a negation of. responsible· Gov-
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~ent: A professor:of .his eminence cannot but knOW1 

that it 1s theoretically open to .the Governors as it is; 
theoretically open to .the King _o! England to call any; 
body to help him .in the formation of ,ministries. What· 
~ro.f •. Keith. has· in mind is that deliberately . to can. 
those in minority to form. a ministry in order to cheat. 
·the citizens out of their democratic 1ights is the nega-. 
tion. of. responsible Government, It 1s no use pointing 
·OUt to him: .that theoretically and ·according to the
letter _of the ,taw anybody can.be · called to. form. a, 
·ministry ... His reply would be that it could be done but 
·it .Will not .be constitutional and _political morality in 
·terms of ~emocracy. When he gaTe his previous opinion 
·he .did not know that in. working the Constitution 
·political chicanery and fraud _will be practised and 
·political blacklegs req:uisitioned to defeat the will of 
·the electorate so unambiguously decla;red. . 

Prof. Keith pays a tribute to Gandhiji and the 
·Congress and declares that they possess the essential 
merit of having studied the principles of responsible 
·Government and realised what Sir Samuel Hoare never 
grasped that responsible Government is wholly incom

·patible with executive safeguards. We would only say 
-that Sir Samuel. knew, as well as Gandhiji and the 
Congress, the pre-requisites·· of responsible Govern
-ment. Only he wanted to play upon the people of India 
a political sleight-of-hand which in the present in
·stance deceived nobody. Yet those, whose sheet anchor 
-is constitutionalism, must submit and in the present 
-instance, insist upon others to submit to any political 
indignity to save the constitution, however, dishonest 
:and vicious. That the present Constitution is vicious 
and dishonest is brought out by Prof. Keith when he 
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~ays that the India Act has suffered at the "outset. 
nom the grave defect that it. made resp.onsi'bility, un.:. 
real by placing special J;"esponsi~il!ties: on. ~h~. Gover~· 
nors. 

He says sympathy, help and c~-operat1on pr?~isecL 
by the Governors are meaningless, . for . the .. Act _itselt 
gives powers and imposes duties: on t~e Governors. 
which reduce ministerial responsibility to a.farce. Yet. 

. ~ . - . ~ - ~- ' ' . 
our friends have been all the time advising.us to accept. 
the meaningless farce lest the Constitution breakdown .. 
Prof. Keith is, of course, not wei~hed • _down by . such. 
considerations.- The Congress from a different. View 
point is not worried by . the breakdown,, rather, such a 
consummation of events is to be· devoutly wished for. 

' . ~ ,) ' 

Prof. Keith moreover says, ~'it. is· regrettable .. that 
the Governors were not authorised. to give much more 

' • • .' (' • I 

definite pledges." He knows that the Governors, how-
·- .. . - .. - .. ' . -' 

ever, important in their own eyes _and in the .. eyes of 
their subordinates and jo hoozurs, are yet. too minor . . ... . . -·· ,_. ,. .. 
officials to make the agreement asked for by the C~-
gress. Prof. Keith therefore advisedlY· uses. the words 
••were not authorised to give." If, anybody thinks tha;t 
the Working Committee did not understand this pos~- · 
tion, he is importing his own · intellectual imbecility 
to his political opponents. -The Working Committee 
not only knew that the Governors could not, make the 
agreement, but it also knew that," they could not, evep 
refuse it without a reference to • their bosses in Lon
don. It also knew that even the Governor-General 
could not authorise consenting to or refusing .the· con
dition wtthout reference to his masters at .. White Hall. 
~he Working Committee knew fully well that the mat
ter Will be referred to London, as it was not ·a purely . . - . . -
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:i~gaJ 1or ~constitutional. issue but ~re-enilneritly a. poU.o. 
·tlca.I ·tssue :involving: a· partial transfer ·of- political 
·power. If the 1 iS.SUe·had rbeen purely one'of law and 
.constitution, the Governors or the Governor-General 

' .. r· , .. · .. ~ .. ... '"" - ~ . . 

.lleed not ·have referred the matter to White Hall. He 

.lnust be ·a political ignoramous who can believe that 
·lhe''·refusal to make ·the agreement was ·made merely 
. ·on the r Governors' ·or ;the ·Oovenior.:.Gelieral's inltia;.;. 
. live.; ·They. lire legally ~competent to refuse but ! polltl-

., . . . '. ( - " ,.. -. ,. .,. . - .. '"" - ~ . . . . . . ' 

:cally ·on· a 'first class issue they· cannot ·decide 'without 
.-refererice.'to ~theiim.asiers.: · , · 

· · is. ih.e ;constitution- stariiiSto-::day tt can be ''iiber-
. .. • , : l. f ~ . ~ .... - ' .• ... ' . " ~ ... r •. • . . - . • . 

_.a.Itsed- either" by ·legislation ·or by· interpretatiion. The 
··worid.ng:dohiirilttee kliows that ·legtsiation at 'this late 
:hour . is out .·of t:t1e question. iJ:'h.e only way to iiberalise 
-·1t, is by way of 1iiterpretation. 'No Court of Law 'here 
·or~ ill Engt'and; can. iibralise. the. Constitution in the way 
:~i'sked ~for. ~It 'could b"e' done :by p'arliament alone. The 
'English ·constitution ·has 

7

no- Supreme court for· tlie 
· ·1Ii.te!Pretation :of -the constitution . as -is ihe case m 
''Ainerica .. The · highest . Courts ·can only interpret the 
· details of a ·canstltutional·:stattite. What. the. congress 
·askS ·ror is · t:tie ·interpretation·. of 'some ·of ·the -rtinda:.. 
· mentals of the constitution uivolving transferenc-e -o'f 
political power. This could be.d6ne-by1Parliament alone 

~ ~ - • i - • > • • " ~ ~ • ' • -- ' • ... 

through its mouthpiece, the Cabinet. We 'hold that 
'even the secreta·ryrot'state could. not ha:ve -refused ·as 

-·he has done, or:a:ccepted 'tlie'congress 'condition, with'
. out referenc-e . to his coUeagl1es, at ··lea~t the ·P:rime 
·Minister. The ·constitutions made by the English Par'

- iiamerit for 'the colonies-- to -be~n ·with, p-rovided many 
-~pedal pow'ers to. their Governors. But . the ministrY. of 
• .. , ... ' ' ... , .. - ... ' ~ ' . . . . ,. .. , . I ... 

- the day always advised that these powers ·be not used. 
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.. ~ ... .,.. -·" ~ .. ' .. ' ., . ' . -· 
CONSTI'l'UTIONAL lJEADLOCX 

.MoSt ot them have 'now disappeared .lstmply 'liecaure 
;... , r ,. • · ,. - .. 't , .. ·••· r.. l •. ,~ ,... '"\ ..... .-"''(') 

ihey rwere :not used "'Under 'the · 'advice 't>f ' $1icceSS1ve 
.13rltlsh cabirlets. . . . ' ' 

· ".i'heugh ·congress' kliew·au tJ:l.is, -i~ ~~out~ liziill)i.s~ 
-tor "tile agreement . :from the 'dovernort . for ~hey 
were :iDVftfng tiie 'ieaciers ot 'tlie conkreSklrllaioritfes·to 
~- ,~, ...... ~ ...... ,. •• ~-· 1 r~·"r• ·"' f',f:t· '•·,• '~ f,.. .. r··-·11~ ........ ,1~ 
a-ccept ·offices. We )are ·sure ·if the_ talks 'between the 
leaders and the :Governors. were J>uhiislied it wotifd' be 
found that the leaders suggested to tlie ~ovemors ·to 
refer the matter to their principals from whom they 
derive their temporary authority. 

The Governors have formed minority ministries. 
"'The apologists of the Government support this by 
requisitioning to their help the theoretical provisions 
ot the law as it stands to-day. The Government in the 
.six provinces concerned do not propose to call legis
latures for a few months. We take it that, this too is 
theoretically in the bond. It is about such justifications 
that the Prophet once said "the letter killeth and the 
-~irit saveth." The political wisdom of our opponents 
1s killed bY, the letter of the law. Whatever the law 
may be, we hold that appointing ministries and keep
ing them in power for six months by not calling legis
latures is political dishonesty of the deepest dye. 

Those who twit us with betraying the electorate, 
have nothing to say against this political goondaism. 
Nay, they use their legal and forensic skill, to justify 
lt. Yet if anybody called these friends the enemies of 
the country they would protest that they are as good 
patriots as any Congressman and that the Congress 
has no monopoly of patriotism. If the Congress has 
really betrayed the electorate let the legislatures, 1f 
the Governors dare, be dissolved on this plain issue 



nDi: GANDHIAN ,WA"'l • 
•• , • • • ·~ ... ... - ... ' ojJ ........ --

pl Ute -eonclltlon impose~ by. the Congress. The Con.-
• ... ••• ' • • ' j • . .JI • ' ' ~ • . • .. ' 

gress w111 be· content to abide by. the verdict, whatever 
. that be. wni Chhatart, Rao, Reddy, 'and.. ·company ac:. 
cept the. challenge? "Wlll. the. Governors ·;accept'_ t:he 
c~~e~~~? -~ _t~ei d1-d, tt~ ~ .. n~t ile in. teepliig,Wit~ 
the history of the British rule in Indla, which has never 
t ,.; . . " ~ ( . . ~ . J . ~ f . 

Jlesitated to use polltlcal fraud and chicanery whenever 
Jt :has stilted lts political' and economic ends: . . 
~~t~:-.!tPr_~,)93~. . . . . . . . . . < • •• 
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MAJORiTIES' & RESPONSIDILITY TO.·ACCEP'I 
OFFICE 

His Excellency the Governor of U.P. in the course. 
of the reply _made through his Secretary, to Sri Pur~ 
shottam Das Tandon, the Chairman of the Confer
ence of the U.P. Legislators held recently at Lucknow, 
1s reported to have said "when those who • cammanc:i 
this. majority themselves refuse-whatever may be the 
ground. of thetr refusal-to form the Ministry and 
indicate their decision not to allow an alternative 
Ministry to function the principle of the constitution 
1s threatened." 

To say that whatever the circumstances the majo
rity party must accept office when called upon to do 
so, is to overstate the constitutional position. Occa
sions may rise which may oblige the majority party 
to refuse to shoulder the responsibilities of office un
less certain hindrances to the smooth working of its 
policy are removed. Instances are not wanting in the 
constitutional history of England and other free coun
tries in Europe and America when the leader of the 
majority party has refused to accept office unless some 
definite acts were done or some specific conditions 
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fulfilled by the nominal executive head. In the absence -
of such assurances, the leader of the majority party 
always refused to form the Government. Such refusal 
has never implied that the majority party would sup
port any minority party that had the hardihood to 
accept responsibility. Rather the functioning of such 
a minority ministry has always been made impossible 
so that the head of the administration !8 obliged to ac
c~pt the conditions put forward by the majority party 
and allow·it :to iorin the m~nistry. ·Nowhere has ·it. been 

. .. 
held that such conduct. of the majority party consti-
tutes a threat to the constitution. The threat to consti-

\ • ~- .. " '0· 

tutional principles and pract~ce comes when the formal 
'head. of the executive refuses to consent to the COD·• 
-ditions of the majority party and calls upon a minority . - ' . . . 
·party to form a min~stry and keeps 1t ·1n power by the 
'artificial means of not calling the ·legislatures for as 
:·long as he possibly can. His Excellency has theref•Jre 
instead of bla~ng the majority party, to thank him
se'f and his masters at White Hall for the constltu
. ticnal deadlock and all its conseauences. 
May, 1937. 
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SPffiiTUAL IDEOLOG~. IN ~ CONGI_tESS 

' 
QuAcK doctors when ·they have given a name. to' 

:a disease, think they have diagonised it. Pseudo 
scientists likewise think they have explained a 
phenomenon when they have given it a name. There 
are some political individuals and parties, whc;>. indulge 
in similar uncritical attitude, when passing judgement 
upon political and economic policies and programmes .. 
Instead of proving or disproving the wisdom,: utility,. 
and practicability of a particular policy or programme 
they use certain adjectives, and feel they have effect
ively disposed of the question. Call a policy 
revolutionary, and you have proved it to be scientific, 
based upon undisputed facts, dictated by the inevitable 
historical necessity, and therefore bound to succeed 
if not immediately, then in the near future, if you have 
only the necessary faith. Call the policy of your op
ponents ~s reformatory, romantic and reactionary, 
and you have no further need for proof or analysis. 
Straightway you have demonstrated that the policy is 
neither based upon facts nor is scientific, nor dictated 
by historical necessity. It is therefore bound to fail. If 
it .appears to succeed that 1s only a delusion and _a ~ar~-

14"1 



'1'HE CANDHIAN WAY 

Often the omcial Congress policies and program-
mes have been dubbed by those not 1n agreement with. 
them as medieval and reformatory. The critics have· 
described their own policies or even the absence .. of 
them, as revolutionary. Something like this was done 
recently by Comrade Roy, 1n his presidential speech to· 
the Youth Conference at Sitapur. The word 'reform
atory' having perhaps by now lost its freshness and 
charm the new word that found favour with him is 
'spiritual.' The Congress ideology is 'spiritual.' No 
further analysis is necessary. The speaker thinks he 
has effectively demolished it. If it is spiritual it must 
be politically reactionary. It is difficult to know the 
exact connotation of the word "spiritual." For the 
fanatic Hindu or Muslim it may mean Music before 
mosque, cow-worship. and cow-slaughter. For the ig
norant it may stand for any conception however rude, 
crude or material. For the savant and the mystic it 
may be a body of philosophic and psychic truths. 

One is therefore at a loss to understand a critic,· 
who thinks he has effectively demolished a theory or 
a programme when he calls it spiritual. Does the 
critic mean by the word spiritual, unpractical and un
sc:entific? But spirituality is not always unpractical. 
Sometimes it is and has been very disastrol!S!y
practical. Nor has·· religion always been unscientific. 
There was a time when the priest was the repository · 
of all the Science that there was in the world. There
fore it is always best, to use terms of more or less exact 

. connotations, when criticising plans and policies o! a 
~esponsible organisation claiming the allegiance ot 
masses of people. Even if the term spiritual were not . 
Tague, a policy can be spiritual· without being econo-· 
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SPRITUAL ·IDEOLOGY IN ~BE CONGRESS 

· mically and politically reactionary or bad. In the 
past spiritual policies have not been always politically 
bad. Therefore not for a moment admitting that 
spiritual policies are necessarily bad politically, we may 
examine how much of pure spirituality there is 1n 
Congress aims, methods, programmes and 
. personalities. 

The Congress goal broadening With time, has ·al• 
ways remained political and economic. In the be
. ginning the Congress specifically excluded religious 
and social reform from its purview. To-day, the 
·'Puma Swaraj' that the Congress wants, has little to do 
With any spiritual or individual self-control, self-. 
·mastery, or self-realization. It merely lays down the 
political aim of India as an independent national 
·entity. 

The means of the Congress have also been· 
changing and broadening. The Congress began with 
:prayer protest, and constitutional agitation. To-day 
it has added a new weapon to its armoury-the weapon 
of satyagraha or non-co-operation. Again the satya
graha that it has accepted, is neither individual, nol" 
spiritual, but political, economic and collective. The 
word satyagraha as the word Swaraj has a spiritual 
derivation, but as accepted by the Congress for the 
Indian nation it is not a weapon of spiritlal salvation 
or self-realisation. It is direct action of a non-violent 
type for the redress of poiitical and economic wrongs 
and injustice. It eschews violence in politics on prac
tical grounds. Personal non-vio~ence is more a psy
chological than a physical and external concept. 
Group non-violence does not exclude individual 
non-violence. But the two do not always coincide. In 
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tnclivldual conduct the essence of human. action lies 
1n the psychic motive and the spring o! action and not: 
merely ln the physical manifestation or its results. in; 

time and space. In group conduct, while motive-is. 
important, the main emphasis is upon external action,: 
creative of external consequences. Individual nonoo~ 

Violence takes many and various forms, differing frOIIll 
irtdividual to 'individual, religion to religion, and com
munity· to :community. The average Muslim and' 
Christian, does not think non-vegetarian diet as in-· 
consistent .with. non-violence. The average Hindu 
considers it otherwise. A Jain goes still furtherw All· 
such· various types and expressions of non-violence· 
find no place in satyagraha as accepted by the Con-· 
gress~ All that.it expects, is that Congressmen use na 
external violence for. the achievement of their politi_. 
cal and economic goal. U sometimes emphasis has 
been· laid on the psycho!ogical side it is on practical
grounds. The supposition is that those obs_erving non
violence in thought and word, are less likely to fail at· 
critical moments in fulfilling their external and group· 
obligations. Whatever may have been the historical 
origin of non-violence the Congress has accepted only 
the external physical and collective aspect of it~ 

Efforts to make the Congress accept any other have
ever failed. Rightly or wrongly the Congress has refus
ed 'to substitute "non-violent" for "peaceful" meansr 
because it has rightly felt that the former has a wider· 
connotation than the latter. The word "non-violent" 
has also a more individual and spiritual implication. 
Another element of Satyagraha· as conceived by Gandhiji 
is truth. But the Congress has refused to accept or use: 
~his word. It has contented itself with the more modest: 
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and less ambitious expression "legit!mll!te.'~; So ·the~ 
means, by which the Congress . has ever proposed t~ 
achieve its ends whether constitut1ona~ or: legitimate, 
and peaceful are .all political. ~hey hav~ .very Uttle. tq 
~o with any spiritual; religious or individual effort p:q 
idea. Of course, the weapons are such· that. they can. 
be used by individuals, morally and spiritually inclined 
This instead of taking away from their: efficiency add~ 
to it. The world as _it is to-day, has not discarded eyery-,. · 
thing that smacks of spiritual values. Much less is it· s~ 
1n India. The general human mind With the.:e.xception 
of a few groups here and there, does not discard a:poli., 
tical weapon simply because it also is .a spiritual weapon: 
useful for personal aims. That· ~he :Congress.·· creedt 
"peaceful" is accepted by even groups of Indian Social-r 
ists, clearly proves that the non-violence to whicll' the 
Congress is pledged is of a ·political v;:triety. Its "legh 
tim:ate" means exclude only narrow diplomacy anct 
opportunist and Machiavellian tactics. These_ are ex
eluded from any wise farseeing fundamental states_, 
manship. History records of no instance where major: 
problems of a nation were solved by diplomacy and: 
opportunism. For a slave nation any use of such ·me-~ 
thods would instead of raising the morale and charac-J 
ter of the people, depress it. Therefore apart from any; 
spiritual, purely on political and practical grounds' 
these methods are rightly eschewed by the Congress.~ 
In a country suffering from slavery for centuries, every; 
political and economic programme inevitably raises the: 
moral backbone of the nation and the individuals. But 
that does not make the programme spiritual in . any: 
narrow sectarian . or formal sense. Congress also does: 
not believe in the convenient theory that "The end1 
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justifies the means." But this can scarcely make it 
spiritual. Many spiritual sects have held, and do hold 
such doctrines. But the Congress. not on any spiritual 
llut on moral, practical, utilitarian grounds has reject
ed the convenient theory productive of fanaticism, 
eruelty, bloodshed and destruction ln the· world. Con .. 
gress methods of work are not anti-moral. When they 
are not a-moral, they are ethical. Ethics 1s malnly con
cerned With Just, right and brotherly conduct between 
neighbours. Neighbour, includes the opponent and the 
triminal. Ethics even as law accords the latter a defi
nite place 1n its scheme and sees to it that they are 
spared unnecessary hardship and avoidable cruelty. 
But Ethics and law must be distinguished from spiri
tuality in any scientific discussion. 

The· concrete programme of the Congress consists 
of Village work, vlllage industries, labour and Kisan or
ganisation, Khadt, Hindu-Muslim unity, removal ot 
untouchability, spread of Hindustani and ~he Parlia
nlentary activity. With the exception of untouchability 
none of these can be considered non-political and spi
ritual. For individuals they may be means of spiritual 
and moral advancement. But the Congress has accepted 
~hem for their political, economic and practical value 
and utility. Untouchability, as it exists in India to-day, 
fs not a pure!y reUgious question. It is political, econo· 
nlic, and above all humanitarian. Without its removal 
the nation will be divided against itself, and its demand 
for independence· will sound unreal and hollow. 

The leadership of the Congress, neither in the past,· 
Iior at present has laid any claim to spirituality. If, 
however, devotion to a cause that is not personal, sac
rifice and suffering, constitute any claim to spiritua-
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llty, the leaders have possessed these qualities in an 
ample measure. Beyond this, all of them with the ex .. 
eeptlon of Gandhiji were and are hard-headed practical 
_patriots and politicians. Gandhiji, no doubt is supposect 
to combine practical politics with spirituality. But no~ 
body has ever suspected that he lacks practical and 
political abllity. Lloyd George, once said of him that 
he is the shrewdest politician going. Some times his. 
opponents have found hts policies so Intriguing and 
slll"ewd that they have charged him with Machiavel ... 
llan methods. But to friends, and Impartial observers. 
he is transparently honest and means what he says, 
and ever lays h1s cards on the table. 

So neither the aims, methods, programmes or per
sonalities of the Congress lay any particular preten .. 
slons to spirituality. How then is it, that this charge is 
made by well-informed and responsible persons? There 
are two main causes for this. One is that to a school 
of socialists, everything that does not square with mate
rialism and socialism, is medieval and therefore spir
tual, for the motive force in the middle ages is con~ 
sidered to be primarily spiritual, rather than political. 
How far, this view of the middle ages is correct, and 
based upon facts may not be discussed here. The second 
reason that makes for confusion is the use of words 
nud plll'nses, that nrc old and have some association 
with spiritual ideas. There is such a thing as the fallacy 
of words. Thinking and analytical capacity, are very 
oft~n paralysed and go astray by the confusion caus
ed by language. Only with great care can one escape 
from this. V/ords like Purna Swaraj, Satyagraha, Ram
Raj, Hartul, Vlllage Industries, Khadi raise in the 

:modern mind ideas that appear medieval and there-
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fore: splrttual.. If, in place of. these are substltutect~ 
words like complete· independence,.. non-co-operation,;. 
c1emoc1·at1c rule,' general strike,.. dece~tralisatlon ot in·~ 
d.u.sLry, the ·same ideas become modern, up~ to-date, and!. 
purely political and economic.; Whether the new words~ 
very otten 1n a· foreign' tongue.- will be understood and. 
appreciated by .the .mass~s .iS. a question )Vhlch the cri
tics o.f .the Congress do not seem to bother" about. India... 
xnust line up .w.th the language·and thought of the West,.~
otheJ:Wise .there is political !solation. and ·stagnation •. 
.(uly,. 1937. 
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SPffiiTUALITY AND POLITICS. 

PuBLic or patriotic service in India 1s· the ·exception 
and not the rule. People are used to sacrifice for, the+ 
family, the caste and the denomination. When sacrifice 
becomes customary it loses its significance ; as . sacri""' 
fice. It is expected of everybody. 'l.'hose who refuse are£ 
considered unsocial aud subnonnal. ·Human beings are! 
ever undergoing innumerable personal inconveniences; 
to live in society but such inconveniences are not term...t 
ed sacrifices for they have become customary. In India.l 
service to the family, the caste and religion are cus-1. 
to mary, not so, service to the nation. ,. 

National service involves no more inconvenience,~ 
than other services, but because it is not done, all those; 
who render it are considered superior beings. They un:..: 
dergo not the ordinary but the exceptional inconveni
ences. India knows only one superiority. A superior' 
person must be a spiritual person. Spirituality what-: 
ever it might have meant in the past, to-day in India. 
when it is not formal and ceremonial, it means asce
ticism and mortification of the flesh. Every national 
worker must therefore conform to this standard. 

In the west a national worker lives a normal life.-
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""Be makes large sacriftc_es and even at times lays down 
1l1s life, yet nobody assigns to him for all that a spiri
tual character. He Is not expected to live like an ancho
·rtte. He lives the ordinary life of a citizen 1n foOd. 
dress and other necessities of physical e:xJstence. In 
:India lt 1s not enough for a national worker to make 
large sacrifices 1n money and comfort, but he must also 
eschew all ordinary demands of physical nature. What 
1n India specially among the Hindus Is not a pleasure 
of the body! A national worker may not go to a Cinema 
Without public criticism. He may not Visit a hotel if 
he 1s hungry. He may not smoke, he may not drink tea 
or co:f:Yee .. If he is a Mussalman he must not shave. A. 
Hindu national worker may not eat eggs, meat or fish 
without injuring the feelings of some sensitive souls. 
He may not enjoy his property. If he has any, acquired 
by his former effort or left to him by his ancestors. 
approved rules require that he should give it up all. 
·1n the case of woman, all ornaments are taboo. The 
balr must be parted only in the orthodox fashion. In 
short, a patriot must be an ascetic for only such can 
enter the kingdom of national service. The popular 
·prohibitions go much beyond, what the Congress rightly 
as a national policy has proscribed, liquor and foreign 
cloth and generally foreign goods. 

When the Khilafat movement was at its height, 
it was incumbent on a Muslim patriot to cultivate the 
beard, and the conventional pious cu~ of the moustach. 
·u his chin was without beard he could not get a hear
ing. If his lips were clean he could never be a fit ser
vant of the country or the Khilafat. He must not pass 
for a photo. Often one heard the criticism in the life 
time of the great patriot, Motilalji that he had not 
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given up all his property and was yet living a life or 
comparative ease, comfort and even luxury. To-day the 
same criticism is not rare against his son, though foi
rears he has lived behind prison walls. This criticism
is not confined to the ignorant and the orthodox. Even 
the educated indulge in this thoughtless confusion~. 

Public workers are criticised for a pen, for a watch, for 
a safety razor, for anything that appears to any of the-· 
many orthodoxies, as a new or an impious thing or· 
that is taboo to any of the many old and new puritanic 
sects. 

If a public worker were to conform to the popular· 
and the approved standards, he would be half-naked 
fn dress, half-starved in body, with intellect ill-furnish~ 
ed With the problems, political and economic, facing the· 
world or even India, with aesthetic and artistic sense· 
atrophied, With emotions starved. Such a one would be· 
an ideal patriot. He would be a fit servant in whom the· 
country may well rejoice. · 

Ask an average Indian to render national service,.. 
however humble, his quick reply will be that he has· 
·not renounced the world, that he is a family man, that 
he yet wants to enjoy life. Living the ordinary normai 
life 1s considered not to be consistant with national: 
service. A German, a Jap and an Englishman can, when 
occasion arises, face the cannon; he can and does go 
direct from the dancing-hall, the cafe and the billiard 
'room to the trenches, but the Indian is considered· so· 
-soft of character that he will betray his country if he 
did not keep up to the ascetic standards. · ' 

It is no wonder, therefore, that one finds so few
·specially among the young coming forward for national 
service. When society keeps such wueal, false and. high: 
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1itanclarcls it should not be surprised that it is rewarded 
1W an abundant production of pharisees and hypocri.tes. 
Earnest people, not being by training, t,emperament or 
-conviction anchorites, start to engage in national work 
and find that at every turn they have to make com
·promises and sometimes they .have to pretend. It is 
always· -dangerous for a public ~an to pretend. He 
lives in the public eye. Sooner or later what he does 1s 
known. The public and his friends are· then needlessly 
shocked. If this were, however, the only mischief done, 
it would be a cheap price. What is wo1·se, the public 
·soon begins to suspect all of duplicity and loses faith 
:and confidence in political workers. Much ot the com· 
plaint. against national workers is of this character. 

Yet another thing. Every public work~r in the 
Congress is suppose4 to have accepted the lead of 
. .aandhijl Jn llis lite. Gandll\jJ ts considered not only 
the political but also the spiritual Guru .of national 
workers. Tell people that you have accepted only the 

:politics of Gandhijl, they would refuse to take you at 
your word. You are supposed to observe the whCJ!e ot 
'his experimental morality. He claims no finality for 
himself. But the public and some of his admirers claim 
'it for him. If you have promised to remain non-violent 
in politics you a1·e expected to go further and love all 
·humanity whether your capacity and evolution warrant 
·your being on such high altitudes or not. It is not the 
law ol your being that you have to follow but the law 
nf Gandhijtts being or rather the caricature of it evolv
ed by the public imagination. 

The nations of to-day cannot a1l'ord to have a caste 
.or cJass of fighters whether they be soldiers of the sword 
~r of Satyagraha. National work must be done by all-
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·high and low, rich and .poor. They must, therefore. aU 
}Jerform the duties of citizens. If they are to do so, no 
extraordinary standards of conduct must . be imposed 
upon them. Ordinary gentlemanly conduct should satis~ 
fy the most critical standards. Political life·. must not 
be confused with spiritual life. As a matter· or fact 
Politics can never be made spiritual. Politic~ is pri~ 
marily concerned with group activity and ·external 
action. Inner motive and individual right of judgment 
have great value but not the preponderating value; that 
they have in spiritual life. Spiritual life, if it. is not 
mere form and ceremony, is primarily concerned with 
Individual and inner life, with the life of motive. Here 
the individual in his psyche is the most important. The 
group occupies a secondary place. The inner springs 
are more important than outward conduct. The evil 
eye is of the essence even when outward manifestation 
is wanting. If politics, law and social conduct made the 
inner springs and motives as their primary concern~ 
public lif~ instead of being purified and elevated 
W<Juld be confused. 

Spiritual life if it means anything, means .~pirituai 
realization. This can scarcely be the goal of a group 
or a nation. The disciplines necessary for this realiza:.:. 
tion are various and diverse. Sometimes they are so 
complicated and conflicting, that if a group dabbled 
in them for purposes of its collective life, it would be 
lost in confusion. For instance, it will be a sight to see 
n. whole nation prostrating before an image or s~tting 
in Samadhi or better still standing on its head. All 
such practices are common among individuals for the 
control o! their emotions and passions to ensure spiri.:.. 
tual advancement. The centre of spiritual life "Is· tlie 
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Individual 1n his psychic life. The prllnary concern 
of politics Is the group, therefore, necessarUy the ex .. 
temal social conduct. But even in religion the distinc· 
tion 1s made between the Sanyasl, who has renounced 
all, and the householder who lives an ordinary mundane 
Ufe. The two have not to observe the same vows or 
to bear the same rigour. Buddha had two orders of dis .. 
tiples, the monastic and the lay disciples. The rules 
for the two were not the same. The lay disciples lived 
the ordinary Grihastha life, while the monastic dis
eiples had to . remain Brahmacharis and had to re .. 
nounce all the ordinary pleasures of the body. Th!s 
distinction between the spiritual life of the ordinary 
and .the exceptional, 18 well-recognized In all religton.~. 
The householder lives the common life under certain 
rules and regulations .. These are not of a very rigorous 
kind. Gandhijl too. observes this distinction. He ha.~ 

never kept the rules of his Satyagraha Ashram before 
the Congress or . before those who follow his lead in 
politics. . 

As a matter of fact, when people talk of spiritualls
tug politics, they perhaps only mean making politics, 
ntoral. Usually the rules of ordinary morality are not. 
observed in the political game. What is. sought to be 
introduced in the politics of India is, that the standard 
of honourable conduct whether in individual life, or In 
political life, should be the same. If philosophic accuracy 
of language were observed, nobody would talk of spirl
tualising politics. but, of bringing ethical rules in this 
~eld of human activity from which they have been .so 
conspicuously absent. True, morality forms a major 
part of spirituality, but it is not the whole of it. If 
this distinction between spirituality and ethics is kept 
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ln sight, much of the confusion that exists about th~. 
standards of conduct of those engaged in public acti
Vity would disappear, and political' life will be free oi 
its hypocracy. The nation too will gain from the 
humble services of the ordinary citizen as 1s the case 
ln other countries. To-day he ls scared away by the 
etherial heights, which, however, are rarely reached. 
but which make some of the aspirants to look ridicul
ous rather than spiritual. 
March, 1935. 
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I WAS asked to write on "Gantlhlsm," but I pre
ferred the title, "Gandhi's way ol looking at social 
and political problems,'' Ol' shortly, "The Gandhian 
Way." For I believe there is as yet nothing like Gan
dhism. All .. isms" come Into existence, not at the initi
ative ol those in whose names they are preached antl 
promulgated, but as the result of limitations imposed 
upon the original ideas by the followers. Lacking the 
creative genius, the followers systematise and organ:se. 
In so doing they make the original doctrines rigid, un
elastic, one-sided and fanatical, depriving them of 
their original fl·e.shness and flexlbillty, which are the 
signs of youth. Moreover, Gandhi is no philosopher. H~ 
has created no system. He has from beginning been a 
praclical 1·e!ormer. As such he deals with, and writes 
upon, p1·oblems as they arise. He is pre-em!nently a 
man of action, and is rightly called a Karmayo7in. It 
may not. therefore, be possible to find in his speeches, 
writings and acLlon any logical or phllosophlcal system. 
In this he is like the prophets and reformers of old. 
They Lou were faced wiLh pracUcul day-to-dav pro
blems. 'l'.l!ey had a way of solving these, without in-
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"\"O]vil1g them in rigid systems~ The main psychological 
pi·lncJ,lJJcs WtL'e pcL'11ap~ !aid down but the details were 
to be filled in by each individual according tcfhis pecti
iJJ.r circumstances and needs. -Philosophy,' system and 
'rigidity were the work of lesser persons. whose -out1ook 
on life and breadth of vision narrow.· · 

Gandhi never ciaims finality. for his opinio11s. · He 
styles his acUvlties as sea1·ch for,'Ol' experiments with, 
truth. These experiments are being' made. For anybody 
to take or claim these experiments as the truth would 
be presumtuous. True, soine of his followers,. more 
'Zealous than wise, claim finality. for his opinions;· but 
'he himself makes no such claims. He admits mistakes 
'and tries to recti.fy Uiem. Only for two of 'his 'cardinal 
·principles-truth and non-violence.....:...cioes he 'claim any 
sort of infallibility. For the rest he is as willing to learn 
·as he is to teach what he considers- to be the truth 
-as he sees it. Even as regards the two cardinal prin
'ciples, in their applicaLion there is 1io l'lgldity. · He 
:freely admits that they· may be ·applied differently-in 
·d;ffexing circumstances and situations. ·- It ·is· this attf .. 
tude of his that often puzzles his followers a.rid others 
'and makes any positive forecast of how he · will ac\ 
under a particular set of circumstances rather diffi
cult. Being a· growing and evolving· pe-rsonality, there 
-eari be no finally fixed modes of: thought and'' action 
'for him. Those who have seen him at close quarters 
·have observed this. It often comos out in his ch"anging 
"attitude to things and ideas.' The undercurrent and 
the spirit guiding is the samP·, but the ·eXpression 
'Varies. This it is that gives hhrt the freshness of youth 
·and keeps him: abreast' of the times. While ·many· of 
b.is young followers ··grow static and lose their ~itality, 
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lle 1$ ever dynamic, active and full of vigour. While 
p~her~ grow J.mp~tient of the youthful waywardne~ of 
the younger generation, he is ever understanding and 
patient, and examtnes new propositions with an open . .. . . : 

~d comparatively unbiased mind. There is, therefore,. 
. - . j 

as yet no such thing as Gandhlsm, but only a Gan-
~an way and outlook, which is neither rigid nor 
.formal p.or finaL I~ merely indicates the direction 
:without try~g ~o ftll. in the details fin~lly or for flU 
tune.$ to come. 

Pandhi's adyent tn the social and political tlelc;l 
}Vas due to the peculiar circumstances of our country. ' . 
IJke some of his better placed countrymen he went to 
England, qualified himself for the Bar and began ~ 
professional career to earn money and maintain him .. 
~elf and his family in ease and comfort. He was already 
,a married man. In the course of his professional work 
he went to South Africa. Circumstances made him 
.cast his lot with his countrymen there an(! fight their 
pattl~s. Most of them were. poor and llliterate. The
J..ew, who ~ere rich, were there to make their pile . 
. These ~acked public sp~t and political initiative. All 
needed guidance and leadership in a foreign land full 
of race-prejudice and economic jealousy. They suffered 
fron1 various social and political disabilities, and were· 

' . . 
subject to various humiliating restrictions. Gandhi 
was drawn 1n th\) struggle o: hls countrymen to ret~ 
their vanishing pghts in the land of their adopt!~. 
Once in, he brought to it all the weight of his sin.,. 

. cerity, ability and intensity. He put his w1:1o1e being 
1n the cause and counted no c~'"t. Soon he was the· 
' ._ .' t • • .. •II>. 

S\>Ie leader and guide of the Indians in South Africa. 
~ . ' . 

In that struggle he evolved a new strategy to redres~ 
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gToup wrongs, and discovered the broad principles of 
Satyagraha. As usual, the practice of the doctrine 
came fil·st and the name and the theory afterwards. 
ln the struggle Gandhi discovered that truth and non
\lolcnce were not only good conduct in personal and 
:fanuly relations but they were good and effi.cient 
weapons in settling inter-group relations. The doc
trines were not new in human history. They had been 
practised and preached by several prophets of oiCl. But 
110 extensive eft'ort had been made to apply them to 
pvlitical relations and disputes. To Gandhi belongs 
the credit of demonstrating on a iarge scale that the 
.standards of moral and gentleinaniy conduct tliat are 
good in individual relations are also good arid efficient 
ill inter-group relations. . Also that truth and lion..:. 
violence can be organised ID.to external effective action 
making opposition difficult. He discovered that a fighter 
:for a good cause, without fridu1ging in violence, can, 
if he so chose; get his wrongs redressed, that in truth 
and non-violence he has better and more effective 
weapons against wrong arid iniquity than the cus:.. 
tomary weapons of violence. 

Gandhi applied among others a simple test to -prove that truth and non-violence are at the basis 
of all successful activity. While truth· does not need. 
for its success the co-operation an.d support of un
truth and violence, these latter in order to succeed 
a~ways stand in need of the former. For any activity 
1u life, however, selfish and unsocial, must· have its 
foundations in the keeping of falth With each other 
.of those who have to engage in it. Commerce, for 
example, Is a field where selfishness and greed have 
perhaps more 1reo :play than elsewhere. Yet in com-
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merce no transaction (or even fraud) would b~- pos
sible for any ·length of t:me if merchants did not 
keep faith With. each other and if. their _word was. not. 
as good as a bond. 'l'hleves and murderers have to keep 
faith with each other, Sometimes they have to keeP-: 
.this faith by sacrificing their individual advantage. No 
activity but J.?.lUst use as its basic principle some form, . 
however. limited, of truth. And so with. non-vio!ence ... 
No extensive and organised violence would be possible- .. 
1l those en.gaged in it did not observe rules of non-· 
violence within their own ranks. They cannot possibly . . ' . 
carry on their fight with the enemy without this basic . . . . . . 
principle. If an army believed . merely ln. violence, 
tpen before it could. maka use of it against the enemy 
it would annihilate itself, 

Reali~ing these two to be the basic principles o! 
all organised life, Gandhi uses them in the field or 
politics, a field where so far as results go,. fraud and 
violence have eyer been thought to be mo~·e efficient.· 
Gandhi, however, does not rely merely on the efficacy 
ot the abstract principles, leaving the working of the 
results in the hands of higher powers. He does . not 
believe merely in the convers!on of the heart of the 
opponent, though he desires that too. But above alt 
he tries to organise and strengthen those suffering_ 
from iniquity and injustice. So that they may be pro
perly organised, he wants them to shed all iniquity. 
all division, all fear, all selfish and petty interests. 
Having so strengthened and organised themselves, be 
want~ them to withdraw the help that they have been 
rendering to iniquity and tyranny. In short, he wants 
them to non-co-operate with the forces of evil. 

Whatever may have been the case in the past, in. 
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.the world as it is to-day, tyranny is made possible by 
the willing or unwilling, conscious or wiconscious, free 
or forced, co-operatlon ol those who are ,Lyrauulse~ 
·over. It the latter refused all co-operation· and wer~ 
. . I 

willing to suffer the consequences · ~f such refusal,· m; 
1quity and injustice would ~d it·hard tq go ~n .foF 
long. Tllis is seen in industrial disputes. · When_ev~:r 

. . . 
labour has effectively withdra,wn co-ope~ation, . th~ 
capitalists have invariably capitulated. Seeing the re:. 

- ' ' -
sults in single isolated industrial disputes, labour to.:. . . ... , 
day talks of general strikes for the redress of griev-
ances and for political or revolutionary purp.oses. t{o-\Y 
what is a·· strike externally but · non-co-operation2 

' ' " ,'. ' . - .~ 

Satyagraha? The inner spirit guiding ,art industrial 
.. . . . . ., . ·; 

dispute is different from that· of Satyagral:la as con-:-
ceived ·by Gandhi, though it need· not be, :but: th~ 
method of withdrawal of co~operation is commpn · ~Q 
both. If that withdrawal could yield tangible· resll!t$ 
in industrial disputes, why: should there be· sc~pticisn), 

. . . I 
about Satyagraha? Satyagraha' is a' strike plus some:-
thing more, That something more makes for better 
morale among those carrying on the fight. ·It means 
greater loss of morale to the opponent. It !tlso mean~ 
greater sympathy from neutrals. The external weapons 
of withdrawal of co-operation are here helped and 

. I ' ~ 

strengthened by more psychological and subtle influ;;.. 
ences. A Satyagrahi is a better non-co-operator ot 
striker. His judgment is not clouded by passion, ange~ 
and hatred. He disarms his opponent. He gains more 
sympathy. He is also fortified with the belief that suf.:. 
fering voluntarily borne always makes for the advance~ . - . , 
roent of· the individual. But suppose tha~ all these 
mcral and psychological factors and forces . working 
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lnhls favour are taken away and one confines oneself ... ' . ' . . ' . . . . ' ' { . 
merely to the external fact of withdrawal of co-opera-
tion, what iS there mystical about the method that 
~--belDg USed more or less successfully torthe last one ... \ .. ' . . . . ' ~ 

hundred and fifty years in industrial disputes and but 
ior whicli there would be little talk to-day of general 
J,. .J • • '.. . .. • ; ._ ' '< • ., • - I J 

Rik~s.;~o.ciallsm:o~ communism?_ Satyagr~ 1s.some7 
thing mystic and spiritual only if the term standS for 
~oinething unknown, unkriownabte and unpractical. A 
keneral. strike is . something practical, 'concrete. and 
ciunprehensible .. WhY Should then Satyagraha be un.:.. 
lritelligtble? How easy it is for meri to get entangled 
iD phrases, words arid names arid thus create differ-
.... ·,~ .L ' .• .. .. ; t ~ • • • J - • • ·' 

ences where there are no differences. Talk in the lan-
~ag~ ~f (Ja~dhl, . ~d iri: t_erms ()f ~atyagraha, a~d a 
P9nc~ete, tangible, struggle ~ecomes mystic~ spiritual{ 
Idealistic and consequently unreal. Talk in terms of 
~eneral strike arid straightway that very sanie thing 
becomes scientific, riay, it becomes a historical neces.;_ 
~fty. , < • . • I- _. , . , • _ .. , • , .· 

.. , . ,Not oniy_ in .thiS matter. of Satyagraha does the 
j '.__ t J. • • . • . • -1 • . • 

modem mind miss the essence but also in Gandhi's 
~heoey of truth as appiied to politics. Truth in inter"7' ' ~ . . ' . ' . . . ) . 
group and international re!attons is to-day considered 
~o be the vital necessity of the world situation. If dip.: 
t . . ' . . ; 

Jomacy continues to be what it was, there is to-day 
.a. very great danger of the whole macllinery of modem 
,Civilisation falling to pieces. This was clearly under7 
stoOd by Dr. Woodrow Wilscn and other very practicai . ' . . . 
politicians in the last war. Now what is truth in po11-
~~c$ but what has been called and applauded as operi. 
$'1ipl~m~cy? ~en br. W~sozi kept this principle before 
Ute nations of the world and when he advised the 
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formation of a League of Nations on this_ prlnclple~ 
nobody thought him to be a mystic, a spiritualist oi: 

. . . ' ---~, 

an unpractical politician. When Russia and. Sociallmi 
: ~ '.·- • T J 

and Communism talk of open diplomacy, the mode~ 
mind 1s not scandalised. Is. it because these do not 
mean the thing seriously? But when Gancnii talkS of 
truth 1n political relations all the learned and the .Wl.S~ 
raise their hands in horror and cry, it is not possible~ 
human nature being what it is and politics being what 
they are and what they always have been. As ustiai 
fanaticism fights about words. We have the illustra:.: 
tion of this 1n religion. If the Christian says the Divih~ 
Spirit descended in the form of a dove, it is. ratioha.i: 
But if the Hindu says that it descended .in the highet 
_form of man. it is all oriental superstition~ ri thJ 

. i , -s ·r ·. ,. ,. 

~du reverences an idol it _is again all su~er~tl~oJl; 
but if a book or scripture is wrapped in hundreds of 
folds and kissed everytim~ that it 1s touched 6r ope~~r 
~t is rational. If one talks of open_ diplomacy, one iS 
a practical politician, but if one talks of truth in poll.;. 
tics. straightway one becomes a mystic, ~ saint and 

! . . , r 
therefore unpractical . as a politician. Talk Jn term.S 
of general strikes and you are scientific, but talk of 
Satyagraha and you at once become unscientific and 
reactionary. · 

. . . . ' - - . ·) 

To continue, Gandhi found and evolved his method 
of fight and his strategy in South Africa. He used it 

_ .. , 
there with some effect. He has used the same weaporl 
of Satyagraha here on several occasions, in Champa~ 
ran and in the three fights of non-co-operation. He 
has in all these instances, even when he has not attain.:. 

. ' . .. 
ed his or the national object~ve, achieved substantial 
success. Even an armed insurrectioil dbes not succeeJ. 
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. 1n the. first. rush or with one effort. ln the pro!onged 
w~r. 1n defense of a cause there are many battles, skir-: 
nlishes and sieges, reverses and successes. If a force 
- . "' . . . ' 

succeeds In the minor engagements it must consider 
itself successful and may reasonably hope in cours~ 
of time to achieve complete.vlctory and reach it objec.;. 
t;lve. Even ·u there is failure _in minor engagements 
but 'u the army marches 'on uninterrupted and its mar.:. 
ale remains' uncllmlnlshed and its power of resistance 
grows and .if progressively: it is able to give a b:tter 
and 'better' account of· itself, then, even though the· 
objective is' not achieved, the method employed must 
be conslderecl good. Now· few can deny that with every 
struggle that the nation has waged under Gandhi, its 
progress ·has been forwa.rd, and its power of resistance 
llas .illcreased. Only p~ejudice can ·deny that the net. 
result of these Satyagraha fights has been an advance~ 
nient of the nation In terms of strength, sacrifice, or ... 
ganisatlon, ·fearlessness and morale. Each struggle has
brought greater hardship and suffering due to incre?.s
ed repression, but every time the response and thP· 
resistance has been greater. In 1930, the nation gavp
a better account of itself than in 1920-21. In 1932-33, 

· the natlon gave a ·still better account of itself. The 
outward result of the fight did not appear to be as 
favourable as in 1930, .but the nation had a more· 
prolonged fight and it 1·esisted a greater shock. Re-:
pression was more ruthless and more thorough and 
though the nation had to suspend the fight through 
sheer weight of the enemy and consequent exhaus
tion, its inerent strength was much greater than in 
l930. This was soon witnessed in the solid victory of 
the nation at the polls in the Assembly elections. The 
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nation was not prepared to prolong_ its suffering at. 
the time by persisting in Satyagra~a but its heart was 
sound and its morale intact. So whatever may have 
been the immediate result of the three fights, a d_efeat;. 

' . . . . ~ 

a truce and a defeat again, the nation .. has. be~n: 

steadily advancing to its goal. After alf the. finaL goa( 
can be reached but once. Even a series 'of suc~esses" 
may not reach us to the final · goal; · but, whether!. 
apparent succeses or failure, whatever· leads ·us. )Q; 
greater strength must be considered eessentially ·a. 
success, as it brings ·us nearer to the final goal. · 

Now let us see if the riaticni could have so advanc~ 
ed by the pre-Satyagr?-ha methods. Except for. those:. 
who are wedded to constitutional methods 'under .~u: 
conceivable circumstances, • every, I unbiased . observer: 
will admit that the method of Satyagraha is.a definite; 
improvement'. upon the method. of constitutiomi.l agi..:., 
t'ation.· of petition, prayer· and protest that markea: 
the Congress politics before. the advent of Gandhi. Tpe' 

. . . . l 
critics may, however, say that though. this method 

. . •· . I 

was an advance on the old and though it did take t:tiet. 
nation a little farther, its function is now. over and· 
its mission complete. It can serve us no more. If so; 
then it is for such· critic to suggest or advise a. better: 
and more efficacious method. Has any critic so far.: 
kept before us any new method of organised re~istance?, 
On the contrary, it is obvious that all thoughtful' pea-, 
pie, even those belonging to the so-called advanced. 
groups, believe that under the circumstances in which 
the world, and particularly India, is placed to-day the. 
method of fight will have to be non-violent. With. ~he 
pres~nt weapons of war and destruction the monopoly, 
of States and Governments even a firearm is no petter. 
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• "'1 . • - ' ' • • . : " . . - • 

~ · a lath! or bow and arrow of old. In an age at 
:-_erial and chemical wartare. the instruments of which 
3.!~ _ 1n the hands ·of Govel'Illllents, even an armed 

.,People woUld find a physical confiict with the State 
.l. .: " ' ~ 

.a hopeless task. How much more so an unarmed nation 
like India? Moreover, it iS not possible to organise 

' .. • . ) ... f' .. ' ~ 

openly .f11 a military sense. We can only organise our-
~elves by non-violent methodS. And after all even 1n 
~ phySicat right the qualities that are of the utmost 
fihportance . are moral, like organiSation, discipline, 
unity, bravecy and sacrifice. Satyagraha brings out 
these ttualities pre-emhiently~ whatever may give the 

' ! . ' ,. . . .. 

final blow, non-violence or violence, for the time being 
' . ~ ~ ' . ~ . . . ~ . 

the auallties tllat the nation has been progressively 
a~qilirmg 1mcie~ riandhi are wortli cuitivating and 

,.. . ' - ' . '- ' t . 
worth having~ They can be cultivated most extensively 
by peaceful methods. It is quite possible to have a· 
small secret revolutionacy group having aJ1 these 
·moral (lUalltfes. . But the nation as a Whole or any 

l ~ . . . 

extensive portion thereof cannot get these qualities 
~ ( ~ ' ;· . ' ' 

l>Y, se~re~_ methods. Therefore even for a final violen~ 
~ruggle these qualities that Satyagraha has developed 
til Indian character are good, for they are the basis .. " . ' .. 
~f all fight, vi~lent or non-violent. So 1:t not for ever, 
~t least for many years to come, the method of satya
~aha or strike is the only method open to us. It is 
riot possible nor desirable for the practical reformer 
to look very far in the future. He goes wrong 1f he 
thinks only of to-day. He goes wrong again if he thinl~ 
in terms of very remote future. He must strike between 

. . . 
the two extremes a workable mean. This workable 
mean is supplied by our non-violent fight of Satya
grab.a for swaraJ. So far therefore as any revolu-
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lionary programme of fight for the capture of politic~ 
power goes, there is no party that has even remotely 
suggested any suitable substitute ·for the method of 
~atyagraha worked out a.Il.d evolved by Gandhl~ 

In a revolutiop.ary fight the actual struggle is ~
much of importance as periods when struggle is no~ 
possible, when owing t'o political repression or ·exhaus;.:. 
tion the nation t.S not prepared for the risks and su.1fer~ 
t - . . . 

tngs that actual fight Involves. At such times th~ 
patlon must be provided with some' ~ctivlty of a con~ 
~tructive and useful character. If this ~ not don.e th«f 
pghting ranks Will be disorganised. . The soldiers' or 
Satyagraha must periodically retire to their camps·~ 
These must ·provide them with activities that would 
keep them fit and 1n good trim. Periods of comparatlv; 
peac~ must be utilised also to strengthen the organJ
~tlon. If all this is neglected, at the commencement 
of the new fight the nation Will find itself disorganised.~ 
and out of form. For such times of political depression 
I ' , '· t 

and quiet, Gandhi has evolved what he calls his con-
~ructlve programme. Khadi, Village Industry, VUia.gf,. 

.. ' . ' " ' . ~ 

Work, National Education, Harijan .Work, HJ.ndustant 
rrachar are some of the activities which he' has orga~· 
plsed and 1nstit~t1onalised. The actiyities are good ~
~hemselves and they keep the army of work~rs ell:gag
~· The ~tion too, by participating and helping in ~e· 
~ctivities learns habits of public work 'and 'responslbi~ 
lity .. TPts is pot a.IJ. When civil disobedience 1s sus~ 
pended, local fights With the 'aoveriunent on partie~ 
i&sues also go on. ~ardell was one such fight. ' ' .. 
. . ·. Thes~ constructive ~~d partial activities also rope· 

.· \ ;. \ ' ; ~ ·J 

Jn people who eitheJ; d9 not believ~ in direct polltiear 
~etlon or ~f;' more Interested ui social 'than u1 poti~ 
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1leal work. Gandhi and his co·-workers view these , . . . . 
~r.Livities both. from the social and the political view-
point: While they are engaged ln these activities they 
!lever· forget that" th~y are: tho soldiers primarily iii 
the fight for freedom.· Therefore to view and style 
these activities as mere nai·row social reform or as old 
dame's work. or reactionary is neediessly to stigmatise 
.them. ·It is to confuse· the issues~ All activity that is 
not of. a militant character would, if superficially and 
imsympathetically viewed, appear as reformatory and 
.noL revolulloiiary. But ll Lhe utm autl the objective are 
nat·. forgotten, these very same activities .become both . ~ ' . . 

reformatory and .revolutionary-refomlatory in theit 
1n1mediate 'results 'and' revolutionary in their ultimate 
effect on tl1e·fight whenever that m~y come. An. army 
when it is ·not fighting anci is in barracks ·does many 

. - •.. t. . 

things that appear to an untrained mind to have no 
direct relation. with actual war. They dig tr~nches that 
have to be filled in again. They organise long marches 
that l~ad nowhere~ they. shoot the b'ull's eye and their 
shots kill nobody. They organise mock fights. Ail th~se 
activities, if they are taboo because they do not appear 
to have any particular relation with actual war, would 
tiisorganise the army and would make it useless when 

.. \ ' -
the time ~f actual action approaches. Ev~n revolution-

·ary parties have their day-to-day ~eformatory pro
gramme. They are· not solely to be judged by these 

. . 
programmes. If they are, such judgments would not 

·be ·just. The city proletariat has got to be organised .. 
How can it be ·darie? It can only be done by means of 
trade' unions~ Now no trade union, however, revoiu

·tionaey its object might be, can be organised on purely 
~tevoiutionary basis. The basis must be the day-to:..dat 
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needs and requirements of. labour. Thes~ require~ents{ 
have no relation to the revolutionary aim. F9r the time. 
being the activities of labour v,nions.will be' concerned~ 

• " I ' • ' -~ 

with a little re!orm here and a -little ~~~Orzi:l t~~r~.> 
They will be . concerned With a little . increase .in. the. 
wages, a llt~le diminution of hours o'f work' and ~- ~tber 
increase of social amenities: No trade. union can. ever, 
be organised solely ·and purely. on revolutionarY h~siS: 

.. . . . , '. ~ . . . I 

The peasant organisations will have also .. to functio~ 
~imilarly. For day-to--day ·:work they will be~ r~roml.a.:.) 
tory, wbile their objective will be revolutionary. •.ro. 
decry all reformatory work as anti-revolutionary. ancL . ... .... . ... ' 
reactionary, ·1s to. miss the dUierent facets.o~ a re-.. 
volutionary movement, which is to ~~. ca,rded· on, a,.~ 
fronts. · · . . . 

. ~-- -. ~ . ~ ~---''"'' : '! ~ .:) 
I have not yet seen any group or .Party .that,.has 

kept any substitute programmes for those laid". ,ci~wn, 
by Gandhi and accepted by the Congress. I have.heard: 
a rood deal of talk about some radical and revolution-: 
ar't: nro9'rammes but I have not seen them illustrated • ~ • t 

ip ~-r;actice. . ... , . . , 
....... ., k"' one item of Gandhi's constructive program;_· 

, 1T'' ~:;,e production and sale of Klladi~ I have not yet' 
. . .. •· I 

I?"" .. ,., what advice the- revolutionary of the non.:..Gan., 
~}1'· . ., t'\"J)e would give to the. ordinary .purchas~r. He, 
sPr"" .,, c-annot :-ecommend Khadi, as that would be ~<'~f 

P". .....H''· Will he then recommend mill cloth? ,That· 
h~ ··am1ot oo, for he would b~ asking the consumer, 
to ajrecttv halp those who daily and hourly exploit~ 

labour, wh11e he has riot the necessary political ;p'lwer; 
to put a check upon their rapacity and avarice,. Will

1 

he re~o£rul.1~nd foreign \:loth? Apart from anything p~ge, 
such a recommendation would be psychologically harm-
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ful for the immediate polltlcal struggle. I have ,often.. 
'•.- i .... ,. .. .. ' ' . . ~ .. . - ' 

heard !t said that he would all the same recommend 
.. •• ' f ' i ~ • • •' 

IncUan mill cloth in the hope that as industrial life· . . . ~ . . . ' ' . .. . 
grew there will be an increase in the number of the 

p • .... ' \ • ' .. 

city proletariat which is alway~ good material for th~· 
:·· . . . . . . . . . 

revolution. If he could even ensure this, hls a:-gu-
m,'~~t ~ay be ~lowed. to pass. But. ~hatever he mar 
say ·o;- do, he ~annat e:\.'"tend a."ld energise Indian in
dustcy. 'Th.ankS to the- pollcy of the foreign Govem
me~t, rndian industry is never allowed to go beyond 
certain narrow lfinits. CensuS reports. show that it has. 
not been'rabl~· to ·k~ep pace with the growing popula-

!i .. ,. ~ 

t1on of India and that progressively more and more-
people have' to fall back upon land. The proportion or 
tOdustrial ·population_ to the whole population keeps 
diminishing. 

! -. '/ 

~he o~her argument advanced is that help to In-
~~ ~~~strr gives us something on wlll_ch we shall 
build our industrial life hereafter. This argument no 
n1ore holds-good. Russia has shown that after the cap-

' ·--! . . \ . . 

ture of power a five or ten years' plan can industrialise 
a· couutry completely. When we have the power, this 
antiquated-and effete industry will render us precious 
tittle. help fri OU~ futur~ ,plans. Of industl'ia l reCOI?-Struc~ 
tlon: So to forego for the poor a sure advantage to-. . . .. .. 

day for a doubtful advantage in the future will no~ 
be a wise policy.' We may also profit by past experience. 
The 'swadeshl movement of the anti-partition days. . . . ~ . . : 

came to grief because the nation relied upon mill-
. agents~ They raised the price, of ·cloth and defeated 
the object of the politicians. The politicians relied ex
elusively upon the goodwlll and patriotism of the in- . 
dustrialists. The ~esult was disastrous. I! we are to 
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benefit by Swadeshl and if we are not to put ourselves 
helplessly in the hands of an unpatriotic and short-. 
. sighted capitalism we must have other resource,a ·to 
fall back upon. These have been created by Gandhiji 
1n his Khadi and Village Industries movements. These 
movements also provide work for the leisure months. 
of the peasants. In what way then are these activities . 
reactionary? Some l'adtcal thinkers say that. · tl1ese 
activities by ameliorating the lot of the poor and: bY: 
beLteril1g t11elr condition would take away their re
volutionary zeal. If this is true of Khadi it is true of 
every trade· union activity, including strikes.· Even a 
strike is never undertaken for· general· revolutionary: 
purposes, but for some concrete reformatory. objective.'· 
"J.'he gy1imastlc that it provides for revolution is only 
a by_.product. 

·So far as Khadl and Vlllage Indust1·1es go,· Gan,.. 
dhi can give ample proof tbat he is wide· awake. Not h-.. 
tng can be more revolutionary than the fixing of ·a· 
minimum living wage and this without political power. 
Yet Gandhi introduced this revolutionary me~sure in 
all organisations working under his advice and guld-: 
ance. This he has done in spite of expert· advice based 
upon commercial figures· supplied by workers and or
ganisers. He has ignored facts and proved his revolu;.o; 
tionary vision and ardour. He had warning that what
ever little of Khadi had remained would be annihilat ... 
ed but he prefferred the destt·uctlon of his pet scheme' 
in favour of a distinctly just and revolutionary prin•· 
clple. Hls vision and faHh have been justified. Khadi 
has not suffered much bv the new exneriments. · 

Take again Industrial labour. There Is one labou!"' 
llllion guided and inspired by h1s ideas .. In· India· tO•· 
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day there is no union better organised and more fin
ancially stable than the Ahmedabad M1ll Mazdoor 
Union.. None has more real and paying membership. 
None has again more institutions attached to it 1n 
the shape of creches, day and night schools for chlld
ren and adults, boarding houses, Harijan institutions, 
co-operative stores and the llke. 

Impatient as Gandhi is for Swaraj he lays out hLs 
plans on a vast scale and on permanent basis. Even 
when he talked 1n terms of Swaraj 1n one year he 
devised and organised his institutions on the basis 
of prolonged work. National Education, Khadi, Hindus
tani Prachar, Harijan Work could not have been com
pleted 1n one year. For the schemes and the institu
tions were conceived .in terms of many years. The lm-· 
mediate polltlcal objective was not attained but the 
institutions went on organising and perfecting them
selves and thus keeping the embers of revolution alive. 
These are all pioneer institutions .. They may fall, they 
may have to be scrapped; newer, better and bigger 
schemes may have to be devised in the. future; but the 
gain to the nation and the advance that the nation has 
made through these institutions can only be bellttled 
or neglected by a very superficial student of the na
tional movement. 

It is easy to denounce and criticise. But when the 
critics themselves settle · down to work and organise 
they Will find that their activities in terms of their 
world-vision of universal revolution are merely reform
atory, concerned with day-to-da~ minor details that 
apparently bear no relation to the objective. Take a.: 
volunteer in a revolutionary movement who is assign
ed the task of pasting stamps on office envelopes. How 
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1s he to relate his, this humble humdrum monotonouS 
task to the coming revolution contemplated by his 
party? He has to requisition to his aid a· broader vision 
and some living faith. Thus only can he think that 
even his humble task 1s a necessary contribution· to the 
revolution. Gandhi has the viSion and the faith to 
understand this underlying principle···of all work. L1ke 
a religious man who sees his Paramatma in every 
Atma, Gandhi sees his God of Swaraj 1n every little 
reformatory activity that he undertakes ·or advises 
others to undertake. He may be 1n the front of the 
fight shaking the mane of the British lion, he may 
be perfectin,g the little Charkha or sweeping the nar
row lanes of the little village at Shegaon, it is all for 
him the work for tlie revolution, work for his dream 
of Purna Swaraj in which the poor will come to their 
own. As he works in that faith he infects hiS followers 
and co-workers with like faith. · 

.'· ; 

Thus Gandhi has evolved and ·kept before the 
nation his double programme, one for active and re ... 
volutionary periods when the tempo of · politicai life 
is on the rise and the other for comparatively:peaceful 
times, when the national life is sluggish and normal. 
No person or party has devised for these two necessary 
alternating periods better programmes. True, the pro
grammes are conceived for independence, not for the 
establishment of a proletarian dictatorship or a pea:.. 
sants' and workers' republic. But his programme of 
work and even his Swaraj is conceived in terms and 
in the interest of the masses of India. Speaking at the 
Round Table Conference, he declared that the goal 
represented by the Indian National Congress was 
•'complete freedom from alien yoke in every sense of 
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the term, and this for the. sake of the dumb mllll~ns .. 
E.v~ry interest, therefore, that 1s hostile to these tn
.tere~ts. must be revised or must subside if it is not 
capable . of revision., It is quite possible that the in
terests of the masses may best be served by only a 
proletarian dictatorship. But as yet he does not think 
that such. schemes would best serve the interest of the 
masses ·of India. In the meantin1e it is open to those· 
who advocate a proletarian rule to devise their own: 
double method and not only keep it 1n theory befcre 
the nation but demonstrate it 1n the working. Before 
we have such programmes 1n theory and practice, and 
more iii practice than in theory, we may well be allow
ed to remain where we are. Gandhi did not invite 
people on the mere theory and ideology of truth and 
pon-vlolence but along with it he kept programmes 
of work. His ideology may have been centuries ahead 
of the world-thought, yet he did not walt for the time· 
when his ideology had permeated through. the masses 
of India. He rather demonstrated the efficacy of his 
ideology by placing before the nation work conceived 
1n terms of his ideology. He rightly thought that the 
best way even of. preaching an ideology is to work it 
out in howsoever humble a fashion. Others who have 
similar ambitions had better follow in his footsteps 
if they are serious about their particular and peculiar 
ideologies. After all we were new to Gandhi's ideology 
and his practice. It required a great wrench with our· 
past, with our habits of thought and action, with our-

. values,. to j oln him. We may be trusted to do likewise 
~f better and more workable programmes are offered 
to us by any individual or group. After all Gandhi kept.. 
proverty and suffering before his followers. If they 
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can get some tangible results with less suffering and'· 
less sacrifice they are not such fools as would allow 
such opportunity to pass by. Some of them have left .. : 
their professions and their incomes and are engaged. 
in K.hadi and Village Industries work. This work gives· 
perhaps a couple of annas to the poor and provides 
the workers with activity when the actual Satyagraha 
fight is not going on. If anybody shows them a way of 
putting a rupee or more in the pockets of the poor' 
and also shows them a surer and better way of fight
ing the foreign impel'iall~m. Lhey a1·e not the ones who 
would reject such tempting offers. If they sacrificed 
what people think important in life-their professions 
and their incomes-for smaller things, they will not. 
do less if higher and better things are placed before • 
them. They have proved themselves apt pupils of the 
novel methods of Gandhi, methods that were · never 
tried in history and for which there was no precedent. 
If more familiar and well-tried and easier methods are 
p~aced before them they would surely welcome such. 
But frankly speaking they do not see their way clear. 
As soon as they see any light they shall join . those 
other friends, from whom they differ now. In the· 
meantime they should be allowed to work out their 
schemes unhampered. They· in their · turn are always 
prepared to allow other groups to work out their own 
schemes according to their own ideologies. 

The question, however, rises: to whom shall the 
Congress machinery belong? Here also the Gandhian 
way may be a guide to us. In his Champaran fight he 
was offered Congress help .. He refused it. He said the 
Congress was a 'big and important organisation. It 
could not perform new and untried experiments. It 
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could ·not risk its reputation for sanity and steadiness 
on an issue in which 1t may be involved unconsciously 
not knowing the full implications and. the consequ
enecs. Gandhi asked only for moral support and no
more. He wanted the Congress to follow its own path. 
in accordance with the genius of its history and 
growth. In 1920, also he had already started Satyagraha. 
on the Khilafat Issue. He came to the Congress with. 
his proposals. He told the Congress that it would be 
good for the organisation to take up this particular· 
question; but if it chose not to take it up he would 
go ahead. He did not say that his plans would be put
in effect only if they were accepted by the Congress. 
Once again in the days of the Swaraj Party, even 
though the vote was with him, he retired and allowed 
the Swarajists free field. So let all parties keep their· 
plans before the Congress but if these plans are not, 
accepted they must go and work them out themselves
and capture the Congress by the conviction they carry· 
by showing concrete results. These results need not
mean any success of the plans but they should be such 
that they are an earnest of organisation, effort and 
final success. They should be such that sceptics may· 
be enabled to see a few steps ahead. But if instead 
of field work in d11ferent diretcions the effort merely · 
is to capture the machinery of the Congress from . 
above, the successful party may soon find that it has · 
killed the golden goose in its hasty anxiety to get as 
much out of it as is possible. After all Congress is not · 
the Government whose machinery, when captured, 
leads one automatically to power. Congress has no
power except what is put in it by us, by our work in 
the country, our organisation, our sacrifices and .suf--
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1ering. Therefore any hasty capture of the Congress 
machinery from above will not benefit any party. True. 
the . Congress has a mighty prestige but this can only 
be exploited by those who work, organise and are 
prepared to suffer and sacrifice, not by anybody else. 

I have placed before the reader the double pro
gramme of Gandhi, Ills programme of direct action 
and his constructive activity. I have also indicated 
his attitude and his way Q"f looking at the Congress : 
machinery. By all these things we stand. We wait to 
see better substitutes for all the three methods and 
wllen we find them, I hope, following 1n the footsheps 
of Gandhi, who is ever willing to learn and is bound 
by no rigid and inflexible rules, we shall ever be found 
in the front rank of the fighters for the country's 
liberty. To that end, we hope, we have dedicated our 
Uves and not to any particular doctrine or dogma. 
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