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PREFACE 

THE object I have had in view in writing these pages 
has been not merely to give a description of my 
journeys through Japan, but to put on record some 
impressions of the development of the Japanese. 

The changes which that country has undergone 
during the last decade have been so rapid and radical, 
that it would have been impossible within the limits 

of a single volume to give any adequate idea of their 
number or nature, for many of the topics touched on 

would require a volume to themselves. 

The greatest change of all seemed to have taken 
place in the country's Art, which twenty years ago 

was its chief and most distinguishing glory; and I have 
tried to show the reasons for that deterioration. In 

so doing I have brought out the differences between 

town and country life, and hope that by so doing I 

may lead those among my readers, whose good fortune 

it is to visit Japan for themselves, to penetrate bey~:md 
vii 



Vlll PREFACE 
the modern life of the city into the remote country 
places, where the pristine life of old Japan still . 
surv1ves. 

I have to tender to Mr. Max von Grunelius my 
grateful thanks for furnishing me with a number of 
photographs, which have served to make the series of 
illustrations more complete. Without them many"· 
essential features of land and life must necessarily 
have been omitted. 

G. H. R. 
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INDEX 

ACROBATIC feats of the Japanese, 
107 

Actors, their dress, 131 ; walk, 
131; position in society, 132; 
the no, 135; the kibuki, 135 

Adams, Will, on the character of 
the Japanese, 62 ; his views on 
their religion, 182 

Agricultural industry, decline of, 
147 

Akasaka, annual garden fete at, 
22 

Alcock, Sir Rutherford, on the 
children of Japan, 921 112 

Ama - terasu, the sun goddess, 
178; legend of, 193; her shrine 
at Ise, 193 

Amida, the god, 194; his image 
at Kamakura, 194; expression 
on the face, 195 ; "The Bound
less Light," 195 

A mma-san, 77 
Annai-Jo, or letter of introduc-

tion, 78 
Arashiyama, 7 
Architecture, European, 32 
Art of Japan, 28 ; its scriptural 

nature, 32 ; unconventional 
method, 34; Living, meaning 
of the term, 35 ; definition, 53 ; 
loss of, 138 

215 

Artists, their method of painting, 
30, 35 ; unconventional method, 
34 ; painting while drunk, 39 

Asama or Sengen, goddess of 
Mount Fujiyama, 26 

Atami, geyser at, 86 
Azaleas, 20 

BA-TO KWANNON, 202 
Balls, playing with, 105 
Base-ball, mode of playing, 104 
Bath, size of, 81 ; mode of taking 

a, 81-85 
Baths, public, number of, at 

Tokyo, 91 
Baths, sulphur, at Kawara-yu, 87 ; 

at Yumoto, 88; number of, a 
day,89 

Baths, thermal, 86 
Bed, method of making a, 7 5 
Bed-time, hour of, 7 5 
Benten, the goddess, 201 
Binzuru, the god, Healer of the 

Sick, 197 
Bishamon, the god, 201 
Biwa, Lake, 25 
Blossoms, cherry, 12, 19; plum, 

18 
Bon Matsuri, or Feast of Lan

terns, 102 
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Boots, removal of, 7 4, So 
Boxer War, 158 
Boys, their education, S S ; man

ners, 94 ; festival, 100 
Brahminism, downfall of, 184 
Bridge, the sacred red, of Nikko, 

188 ; legend, 189 
Brownell, Mr., his book on Japan, 

168 
Buddha, the worship of, 145, 164, 

167 ; introduction into Japan, 
170, I82, 185; into China, I70; 
temples, I So ; legend, I 84 ; 
sects, I8S; characteristics, I9Si 
compared with Roman Catho
licism, 197, I98, .2o2 ; decora
tion of the temples, 203 

Butterfly trick, the paper, 1o6 

CABINETMAKER'S workshop, rout
ine, 49-51 

Canton, its odours, 42 ; condition, 
ISI 

Cards, flower, I I I ; turampu, 
III 

Carvings, wood, at Kioto, 46 
Ceylon, 183 
Chamberlain, Mr. Basil Hall, his 

lines on Mount Fujiyama, 25; 
on the number of baths a day 
taken by the Japanese, 89; on 
the origin of the Evening of 
Stars festival, IOI ; on the im
pression produced by the god 
Amida, 195 

Cleaya, or tea-houses, 73, 78 
Cherry blossoms, 12, I 9 ; art of 

arranging, 37 ; dance, 20, 116 
Children, their disposition, 92 ; 

appearance, 93 ; custom of 
shaving the heads, 94 ; num
ber, 112 

China, peonies, 21 ; legends, roi, 
103; use of fireworks, 102; gam
bling, I 10; result of the war 
with Japan, 142 ; the worship 
of Buddhism, 145; advance of 
civilisation, 150 ; condition of 
Canton, 151 ; massacre at Port 
Arthur, IS4; the Boxer War, 
158 ; result of missionary work 
in, I64; introduction of Bud
dhism, I70, I83 

Chinese, their hatred of mission
aries, 168 ; pigtail, I68 ; cost 
of converting, 173; prayers for 
the dead, 175 

Chopsticks, use of, 71, 122 
Chrysanthemums, 2 I 
Chuzengi, Lake, I88 
Civilisation, result of, IJ6 
Cleanliness of the Japanese, 89, 

90t 205 
Cloisomtl industry, 47 
Coolies, employment of, 112 
Cortes, I72 
Cryptomeria trees, 18o, I90, 191, 

204 
Customs of the Japanese, 79 

DAI NIPPON, or " Rising Sun," 
ss 

Daibutsu, or Great Buddha, 
194 

Daikoku, the God of Wealth, 
20I 

Daimyos, 65 
Daiya-gawa River, 16, 188, I89 
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Damascene industry, 45 
Dance, the cherry, 20, 116; the 

devil's, 123 
Dangozaka, 22 
Danjiiro, his theatrical perform

ance, 127-129; versatility, 130; 
contortions of his face, 132 

Daruma, the god, 199; legend 
of, 199 

Decorations of houses, art of 
arranging, 18, 37 

Devil's dance, 123 
Di6sy, Mr. Arthur, "New Far 

East," 186 ; on the future of 
Japan, 186 

Divorce, rules of, 61 
Dolls, number of, 98 
Dress, colours of, 3 ; fashions in, 

56; style of, on the stage, 1311 

132 
Drunkenness, 39 
Duelling, form of, 97 

EBISU, the patron god of labour, 
200; festival of, 103 

Eczema, disease of, 94, I 04 
Egypt, art of, 32 
Embroideries at Kioto, 46 
Emma-6, the god, judge of the 

dead, 200 
Enoshima, promontory of, 21 I 
Eta, the, 64 
Europe, art of, 32; its decline, 33 ; 

adornment of modem churches, 
33 ; compared with Japanese 
art, 35 ; emancipation of the 
modern woman, 59; countries 
of, compared with the East, 
137; changes in, 144 

Europeans and Japanese, com
parison between, 79 · 

Evening of Stars, origin of the 
festival, 101 

FAN, or ogi, 67 
Fan-tan, Chinese game of, I 10 
Festal days, annual, 20 
Fireworks, use of, in China, 102 
Fish, paper, 100 
Fleet, size of the, 142 
Flower cards, 110 
Flowers, Land of, name given to 

Japan, 17 
Flowers, varieties of, 20 
Forfeit, or ken, 108 
France, missionaries of, 155 ; 

Triple Alliance of 1895, 156; 
relations with Russia, I 56 

Fudo, the God of Wisdom, 200 
Fujikawa River, 8; trip down the, 

8 ; light effects, 9 
Fujiyama, Mount, 5, 8 ; view of, 

24 27 · poems on, 25; tradition, ' , .I 
2 5 ; shape, 26 ; ascent of p1 • 
grims, 26 ; goddess of, 26 ; 
height, 26 ; picture of, 30; last 
view of, 211 

Fukurokuju, the god, 201 
Funa-goko, or halo, 195 
Futon motte kol, 7 S 

GAMBLING, habit of, 110 
Games, number of, 104-106, Io8-

II2 

Gammon-ga-fuchi tea-house, IS 
Gardens, arrangement of, 15, 28 
Gautama, King of Kapilavastu, 

184 
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Geisha, their performance of the 

cherry dance, 20, u6-119; 
character of the country and 
town, II4, 126; music, 117; 
vocation, I 19; beauty, I 19; 
mode of walking, 120; serving 
refreshments, 121; posings and 
movements, 123; changing the 
klmonos, 124; handling chop
sticks, 125; manners, 125 

Germany, Emperor William, his 
Kaiserbild, 1 59 

Germany, Triple Alliance of IS95, 
I 56; in possession of Kiao
Chou, IS7, ISS 

Geta, or wooden clogs, 56, 57 
Geyser at Atami, S6 
Girls, their education, 56; annual 

holiday, 9S; games, 1oS 
Go, game of, I I 1 

Gods of Japan, I92; Ama-terasu, 
I93; Amida, I94; Binzuru, I97; 
Daruma, 199; Emma-o, 200; 

Fudo, 200; Hotei, 195; Jizo, 
199; Kishi Bojin, I96; Koshin, 
196; K wannon, 20 I ; " Shichi 
Fukujin," or the seven gods of 
luck, 200 

Gotemba, 12, 24 
Greece, art of, 32 

HAIR, arrangement of, 40 
Hakone district, S6 
Hana-garuta, or flower cards, uo 
Hana-kana, game o~ I09 
H aori, ()r cape, 66 
Heads, custom of shaving, 94, 

104 
Hlbacki, or small jar, 23, 71 

Higon, festivals o~ 99 
Holidays, number of, 95-104 
Horikoshi Shu, 130. See Danjiiro 
Hotei, one of the seven gods ot 

luck, 93• 195, 20I 
Houses of the Japanese, 6, 23; 

decoration, IS, 37; style, 70,71; 
interior, 71, 74; mode of build
ing, 79 

IEYASU, tomb of, IS9 
Ikao, 87 
In-ro, or medicine chest, 67 
India, Buddhism in, 183 
Irises, 21 
Irving, Sir Henry, his stage-walk, 

131 
Ise, Temple of, 178, 179, I8I, I93, 

I94 
Italy, art of, 36 
I wa-zaru, I 96 
lwabuchi, 8 
lzanagi, 178, ISI, I9J 
Izumo, Temple of, I03, 181 

JAPAN, names given to, I 7 ; same
ness, I7; interior of the houses, 
71, 74; its volcanic nature, 86; 
theatre, 127; date of its discov· 
ery, IJ6; result of civilisation, 
I37-I41, 143; loss of artistic 
taste, 138, 143; character of the 
people, 14o-I42; rapid expan· 
sian; 142,208; fleet, I42; result 
of the war with China, 142, I 57; 
worshipofBuddhism, I4S; mis
sionaries, 146; prosperity, I48; 
influences of civilisation, 1 so ; 
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conflicting testimonies, 1 53 ; 
massacre at Port Arthur, I 54 ; 
maxim, 155; result of mission
ary work in, 165 ; introduction 
of Buddhism, 170, 182, 185; the 
Shinto religion, 178-182; tem
ples of, 190; gods, 192; farewell 
to, 213 

Japanese, colours of the dresses, 
3, 41; language, 4, 69; stature, 
s, 66 ; houses, 6, 23, 70; wages, 
9, 11, 49; food, 9; villages, 13; 
tea-houses, 1 S ; gardens, 1 s, 
28; hospitality, 16; legends, 
19; annual festal days, 20; 
character, 24, 31, 62, 69, 115, 
140-142, 146, 153, 208 ; artistic 
taste, 30, 36-41 ; method of 
painting, 30, 35 ; imitations, 31; 
patience, 37 ; drunkenness, 39; 
women; 40 ; education of boys, 
55 ; girls, 56 ; fashions in dress, 
s6, 69; position of the women, 
57 ; the men, 64 ; character
istics, 65, 81 ; compared with 
Europeans, 79 ; customs, 79 ; 
cleanliness, 89, 90, 205 ; chil
dren, 92-94 ; manners of the 
boys, 94 ; number of holidays, 
95-104; games, 104-106, JOS-
112; acrobatic feats, 107 ; in
vention of words and names, 
112; style of acting, I27 ; 
industry, 146, 148; toleration 
of missionaries, 168; cost of 
converting, 173; delight in 
novelty, 173; religion, 173, 
174; filial piety, 175; mor
ality, 176; decoration of their 
temples, 203 ; manners, 205 ; 

politeness, 2o6 ; acts of kind
ness, 209 

Jimmu Tenno, Emperor, cele
bration of his death, 99 

Jinrickishas, or small carriages, S 
Jizo, the God of Compassion, 199 ; 

legend of, 199 
Jugglers, 105 
Jurokujin, the god, 20I 

K akemono, 29, 30, 36 
Kamakura, image of Amida at, 

I94, 211 
Kamt·, the, 178 
Kapilavastu, Gautama, King of, 

184 
Katana, or curved sword, I 29 
Kawara-yu, sulphur baths at, 

87 
Ken, or forfeit, 108 
Kiao-Chou, IS7, 158 
Kibuki theatres, I3S 
Kika-zaru, I96 
Kimmei, Emperor of Japan, I70; 

his views on Buddhism, I 82 
Kimono, 5, 56, 66, 92 ; colours 

of the, 14, 20, 47 ; preparation 
of, 40 ; price, 57 ; method of 
changing, I24 

Kioto, 25, II4; avenues of cherry 
blossom at, I9 ; damascene in
dustry, 45 ; wood-carvings, 46; 
embroideries, 46 ; c/oisonnl in
dustry, 47 

Kishi Bojin, the goddess, 196 
Kites, flying, 97 
Kitsune, games of, I08 
Knollys, Major, his "Sketches of 

Life," 198 
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Ko-no-Hana-Saku-ya-Hime, the 

Goddess o( Mount Fujiyama, 
26 

Kobe, 212 ; the satsuma at, 43 
Kodzu, 26 

. Kol, or carp, 103 
Korea, 170, 182 
Koshin, or Sam biki-zaru, 1¢ 
K wannon, the Goddess of Mercy, 

201; the owner of the gem 
Nyo-i-rin, 202; number of 
followers and names, 202 

LACQUER work, 48 
Language, 4, 69 ; the old, use of, 

on the stage, 13) 
Lanterns, Feast of, or Bon Mat

suri, 102 
Legends ofthe Japanese, 19 
Living Art, meaning of the term, 

3S 
Lotus flowers, weeding and pick-

ing, 14 
Luck, the seven gods of, 200 

MACAO, island, 166 
Machinery, works of art manu

factured by, 49 
Makiira, or pillow, 76 
Manners of the Japanese, 20) ; 

of the boys, 94 ; of the Geisha, 
125 

Maple tree, 21 
Marriages, mode of arranging, 6o 
Medicine-chest, or t'n-ro, 67 
Men, grades of, 64 ; character

istics, 6 S ; stature, 66 ; dress, 
66,69 

Mexico, the Aztecs of, 172 
Mi-zaru, 196 
Mia, or Shinto temples, 181 
Mikado, his annual garden fete, 

22 
Missionaries, 161 ; their influence 

in Japan, 146; funds of the 
societies, 162; converts, 162 ; 
character, 163; result of their 
work in China, 164; in Japan, 
16); method of teaching, 166, 
171 ; various sects, 168; per
severance, 17 I 

Miyajima, Island of, 212; temple, 
191 

Miyanoshita, 26 ; sulphur springs 
at, 86 

Mogi, 28 
Mojr, 212 
Moon god, 178 
Mousml, dress of a, 73 
Music, 117, 130 

NAGASAKI, 213 
Nagoya, 26; "tubbing" arrange

ments at, 89 
Nakodo, his mode of arranging 

marriages, 6o 
Ne-san or Mousml, 76 
Netzuke, 67 
New Year, mode of celebrating, 

9S 
Ni-jii-hachi Bushii, 202 
Nikko, temples at, 16, 46; carv

ings, 46 ; the home of the gods, 
188; sacred red bridge, 188; 
legend, 189; temple of Ya
kushi, 190 

Nikoloi, Bishop, 186 
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Nirvina, doctrine of, 185 
No, theatres, 135 
Nyo-i-rin, the gem, 202; Kwan

non, 202 

0 AINOSUKI SAN, 68, 210 
0 Kiku San, 68 
0 Umo San,74 
Obi, or sash, 41, 56, 66, 73 
Ogi, or fan, 67 
Onomichi, 2 I 2 
Osaka, 2 I :z ; odours of, 42 

PAINTING, method of, 30, 35 
Painting, Satsuma, 43 
Peonies, 21 
Perry, Commodore, 137 
Peru, the Incas of, 172 
Pilgrims, their ascent of Mount 

Fujiyama, :z6 
Pisarro, 172 
Plum blossom, 18 
Poker, introduction of, I I I 
Politeness of the Japanese, 81,206 
Port Arthur, massacre at, 154; 

seizure of, I 56 

RAPIDS, shooting the, 8 
Reading, mode of, 79 
Recitation, mode of, I:Z3 
Refreshments, mode of serving, 

122 

Religion, 161 
Rickisha, 5 ; drive in a, 6 
Roman Catholic religion com

pared with Buddhism, 197, 198, 
202 

Rome, churches of, 33 
Russia, agricultural industry in, 

147; Triple Alliance of 1895, 
156 ; seizure of Port Arthur, 
156, 158 ; relations with France, 
156 

Ryobu Shinto religion, 181 

SAI NO KAWARA River, 199 
Saki, the national beverage, 23, 

39,121 
Sam biki-zaru, or Koshin, 196 
Samisen, 105, 201 
Samuraz~ 65 
Satow, Sir Ernest, on the doctrine 

of NirvAna, I 8 5 
Satsuma, painting, 43 
"Sayonara," 213 
Sen-ju Kwannon, 202 
Sengen or Asama, Goddess of 

Mount Fujiyama, 26 

Shanghai, case of a missionary 
at, 172 

Sharmeen, island of, IS 1, 152 
Shaving heads, custom of, 941 

104 
Shelley, lines from, 10 
Shi-zoku, or civilian, 65; costume, 

66 
"Shichi Fukujin,11 or the seven 

gods of luck, 103, 200 
Shima, province of, 193 
Shimonoseki, Straits of, 212 
Shin-}u, or dual suicide, 63 
Shingon sect, 18 S 
Shinto religion, 178-182; temples, 

179 ; mythological legends, 
181 

Slt.ire·zake, a beverage, 99 
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ShOdo ShOnin, legend of, IS9 
Shoji, Lake, 12 
Shotoku Taishi, Prince Regent of 

Japan, ISS 
Sh0yuk~-no-Baba, I99· 
Siddhart.ha, 1S4- See Buddha 
Sign-boards, 1 I2 
Soga-no-Iname, embraces Bud

dhism, 1S3, ISS 
Spain, history of Christianity in, 

172 -
Springs, hot water, S6; sulphur, 

S6 
Stars, Evening of, origin of the 

festival, IOI 

Storm god, 178 
Street-sweepers, 64 
Styx, the, I99 
Suicide, dual, 63 
Sulphur springs, 86 ; at Kawara-

yu,87 
Sun, worship of the, I72 
Sun goddess, I78 
Sun,, Land of the Rising, SS ; 

name given to Japan; I7 
Susa~no-o, the storm god, I78 

Tabi, or thick socks, 66, So 
Tango no Sekku, or boys' festi

val, IOO 

Tea-houses, IS ; mode of living 
in, 73; arrival at, 7S, So; de
parture from, 78 ; the visitors' 
room; 8I 

Temples of Japan, I90; decora
.· tion, 203 

Tendai sect, ISS 
Tera, or Buddhist temples, I81 
Theatre at Tokyo, I27 ; scenery, 

128 ; first performance, 128 ; 
the second, I 30 ; dress of the 
actors, 131, 132 ; walk, 131 ; 
position in society,, 132; lack 
of stage effects, 133; mode of 
lighting, 133; prompting, 133; 
date of, I34; the no, I34; 
language, I35 ; kibuki, I3S 

Thermal baths, 86' 
Tokyo, avenues of cherry blossom, 

19·; chrysanthemums, 21; yo
shiwara at, sr, I75; number . 
of public baths, 91 ; theatre 
at, I27 

Tops, spinning, ro6 
Ton·z~ stone, 16, 29, 179 
Towels, size of, 82, S4 
Triple Alliance of 1895, 156 
Turampu, cards, 11 I 

UJIMA, 212 
Umbrella, 68 

VILUGES of Japan, I 3 

WAGES, amount of, 9, 11,49 
Water springs, hot, 86 
Watts, Mr., 35 _ 
Winter in Japan, 22-24 

Wistaria, arbours of, I 5, 20 

Women, their artistic taste, 40 ; 

appearance, 40 ; hair, 40; dress, 
4I, s6, 66, 69; social position, 
57; obedience, 59 ; marriage, 
6o; divorce, 6r ; character of 
the lower classes, 143 

Wood carvings at Kioto, 46 
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\Vorkmen, their method of work
ing, 52 

Writing, mode of, 79 

XAVIER, St Fran~ois, 161 

Yagu, or top quilt, 76 
Yakko, Madame, r:zo 
Yakushi, temple of, 46, 190; carv

ng on, 46 

Yellow Peril, allegorical picture, 
159 

Yokaichiba, 8 
Yokohama, 2 ; view of, 4 ; houses, 

70 
Yomeimon gateway, 189 
Yumoto, 188; baths at, 88 

Zoni, 95 
Zori, or straw sandals, 67, 8o 

THE END 
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