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1\J~IER- ~IER\VA.RA: 

c;::;rrU.ED :MATXLY BY 

J. DIGGEs LA TOUCIIE, EsQ., C.S. 



G.AZETTEER OF AJ!lER-!IERW ARA. 

General JJescription.--.l.jmer-1\Ierwara is a district of British 
India surrounded by the Native States in 
Rajputana. Ajmcr is boU.nded on· the, 

north by Kishangarh and Marwar, on the so-uth by Merwara 
awl J\Iewar, on the east by Kishangarh and. Jaipur, and on the 
W!~st hv l\Iarwar. It lies between north latitude 26° 41' o~ and 
25" 41'.()", and east longit-ade 75° 27' 0" and 7~o 17' 0"; and contains, 
according to the topographical survey, an area of 2,069·816, 
square miles. Its population, ac~ording to the census 'of 1876, is 
30!J,914 souls. ,. ·. . " 

The tract called 1\Ierwara is bound~d ""on the no:rth , by 
1\Iarwar and Ajn1er, on the south by Mcwalj('on .th~ east by Ajmer: 
and l\Iewar, and on the west by Ma:rWar. It lies between no:rlh 
latitude 26° 11' 0" and 25° 23' 30", and east longitude 73° 47',· 30~~\ 
and 74° 30' 0". It contains a populati<?n ~£·86,417, with.an area,. 
according to the topographical survey, of 640·864 square miles. · 

lloundarie:;. 

The united district contains an area of 2, 710·680 square miles, 
with a population of 396,331, or 146'2 to the square mile. · 

The two tracts were originally distinct districts, and each 
possesses a- history of its 9wn. They we!'f:l. ,y_¢ted ,.under one. 
officer in A.D. 1842, and till 18·77 formed the- cilll.rge aOJ the 
Deputy Commissioner of Ajmer and Merwara. In 1871 :a 
separate Commissioner was appointed to reside. in Ajmer ; a;.p.d · 
in 1877 the revenue, magisterial, and civil jurisdictions wet"e 
again broken up into the two -aivisions of Ajn1er and Me!
·wara, each under an Assistant Commissioner-the Commis.; 
sioncr being the head of the whole. One Assistant Commie- · 
sioncr resides atfAjmer, and the otber at Beawar, which place 
is also called Nayanagar; .it is the onl~town in Merwara. T.tie 

. 'i ' 

*The basis of this Gazetteer is thet.~}!Ort on the settlement of ,Ajmer-Merwara for 1874, mucli 
of whid1 has l!een bodily transferredfto· thepazetteer. Other s~urce~ whence information has been 
d~..~rivedare Colonel Hall'!!" Sketch of Merwara," 1834; Colonel thxon's "Sketch of Merwara," 1848 ;' 
and Colonel Dixon's report on the settleipent of Ajmer-Met'Wara, 1850. The principal authority' 
for tlw article on history is Colonel Tod's Rajasthan. ColonW. Briggs' Ferishta, and Sir H. Elliott's 
1\Iusa.lm;',n Historians, have also been consulted. !fr. W. W. Culcheth, Executive Engineer, fur~ 
nishe({ a note on the stone-products of the distric~.; a.ud Mr· Moir, Assistant Conservator, one on the 
forest~. The articles on educntiou and administration have been compiled from the Com!llissioner's 
a(lministration report for 1872. Captain Loch, Officiating Commandant, wrote a note on the 
Mcrwara Battalion; and Dr. :Murray, Civil Surgeon, supplied information relating to the medical 
aspuct of the l.listrict. ·· 
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sadr station of ~ferwnra takes it~ name from that of the pargana in 
which it is situated, and is kno·wn as Beawar. · The head-quarters 
of~ the Commissioner are at. Ajmer, frmn which place Bciwar 
is 33 miles distant. .The united district forms also a Chief Com
missionership under the Foreign Department oi the Government 
of India, the Chief Commissioner being the Agent to the Gover
nor-General for Rajputana, whose head-quarters are at .Abu. 
The controlling authority is vested in a Commissioner with the 
powers of a Sessions Judge, an(l under whose direct management 
are place~ the police, registration, jails, and education of the 
province-departments which in larger administrations are kept 
distinct. 
· · Plte Arvali Range.-The Sanskrit wortl "men1," a bill, is a 

component part , of the names of both districts, and the distin
guishing feature of the country is the Arvali range, the." strong 
·ba~ricr '' which ~vides the plains. of ~Iarwar from the hiqh table
land of liewar. The range, which COIIlii!ences at the "l'Idge" at 

· J)elhi, crops .out ·in ~considerable size near the town of Ajmer, 
where' it appears in· a parallel succession of hills, the highest 
being. that on .. which ihe fort of Taragarh is built immciliately 
above the city, and which •is 2,855 feet above the level of the 
sea; and between 1,300 and 1,400 feet above the Ajmer valley. 
The "N agpahar ,"' or~ Serpent Hill, three miles west of Ajmer 
city, is nearly as high~ Abo~t ·ten miles from Ajmcr the bills 
disappear for a short distance, but, in the neighbourhood of Bca:war, 
form a compact double range by which the pargana of Beawar is 
·enclosed. 'l'he two ranges approach each other at .J owaja, fourteen 
miles south. of Beawar, and finally meet at Kukci in the north 
of the ~odgarh tahsil, from which village there is a succession of 
hills and Talleys to the furthest extremity of the J\Ierwara district. 
The range on the ~Iarwar side gradually becomes bolder and more 
precipitous till it flpally meets • the Vindhya mountains near the 
isolated mount of Abu. ,. 

Tlze Watershed.-The highest point in the plains of IIindust:in 
is probably the plateau on which stands the town of Ajmcr; and 
from the hills which bound the Ajmer valley, the country slopes 
to all points of the compass. The range of hills between Ajmer 
and N asfrabad marks the watershed of the continent of India. 
The rain wl1ich falls on the one side finds its way by the Chnmhal 
into the Bay of Bengal ; ·that whicb. frills on the· other side is 
discharged by the Luni into the Gulf of Kach. }.,urther south 
the watershed is ·still more clearly marked, and is the high wall 
of rock which separates ~Iarwar from ~Ierwara. The portion of 
Ajn1er east of the range which connects· Srinagar "\Yith Rajgarh, 
including the pargana of Ramsar and the estates of the talukdars 
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generally, is an open country, with a, slope to the cast, ana broken 
only hy gentle undulations. 'Vest of the N agpahar the pargana· 
of .Pushkar ~tands quite apart from the rest of the district, and 
i-.; a ~ca of sand. . · 

Passes.-)Ier-u-ara is a narrow strip a,bout seventy miles long, 
and ·with a varying breadth of from fifteen nn1es to one mile. 
There arc no in1portant mountains; the highest hills are to be · 
met with alJnut 'l'odg.arh, where the peaks attain an elevation of 
2,8.);) feet ahoYc the level of the sea. The average level of the · 
valley.~ i~ about 1,800 feet. In Lower )lcrwara, corresponding· 
'dt h the tahsil of Beawar, there are three well-known passes. The. 
1hrr pa -,:-.; on the -u-est is a portion of the imperial road from Agra 
to Ahma{lab:'tcl, is metalled throughout, and kept up by imperial 
f1lnds. On the eastern siclc are the Pakharia. and Shahpur~ 
gh:'tts-the first leading to Jtiasuda, the second' to lfewar-and 
both nrc under the district committee. In Upper lferwara, 
or tlu.~ Todg[lrh tahsil, there are the K.achbali, Plpli, TJ mdabari, and 
]hwer pa~scs, leading from l\Icrwara into ~Iarwar. These are 
lHCl'L' lllOUnbin-tl'acks through which the salt of Pachbadra and 
the grain of ::\Iewar is carried. with difficulty-·on ban]ara bullocks. 
'l'here arc no passes d~~vin3 of the ,name in Ajmer ; the road to 
rushknr, six: miles ~ of Ajmer, passes through a dip .in the 
N<.1gpalu1r range, and is metalled throughout from local Itmds. 

Biters and Strewns.-A.s a necessity of its position on the·· 
"'a tershcd. of the continent, the district is devoid of any 
strc:un 1\ hich can be dignified with the· name of a. river. 
Tltc Dan:ts river, which takes its rise in the Arvali, about 
fody 1nilcs north-west of Udaipur, touches the south-eastern 
frontier "·ithout entering the district, and affects only the istimrar 
p~rgan:t of Sa·war. This river during the rains is unfordabl~ for 
many Llays, ancl as there are no ferries, travellers from Kotah and 
Dcoli only cross into the Ajmer district by means of floats·· 
exte1nporiscd for the occasion. Besides the Banas there are four 
~trcams-thc KhariNadi, the Dai Nadi, the Bagarmati, and the 
Sarasv:Jti. These are mere rivulets in the hot weather, over which 
the foot-passeng"er walks tmheeding, but become torrents in the 
rains: neither they nor the Banas are.used for the transport of 
produce. The K.hari N adi takes its rise in the State of Udaipur, 
and, after forming the boundary between ~!ewar and Ajmer, falls 
into the Banas at the northern extremity' of the Sawar pargana. 
'l'he D<ti N acli is arrested rn· the early part of its cotn-se by theN earau 
e1nkmkment. Thence it ilows by Sarwar (belonging to Kishan
~arh) 3nd Baghera, aU<.l, eventually, also empties itself into the. 
Ibn{ts. The S:i~urmati rises in the Anasagar lake at Ajmer, 
aud, after fioy;ing through and fertilizing the Ajtner valley, takes 
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:t sweep ·no~thwarcl~ ·by Bhaonta and Pisangan to Gobindgarh. 
llerc, it meets with the Sarasyati, 1vhich canics the draina~e of the 
Pnshkar valley; a~d the united stream, from this point till it falls 
into the . Runn of Kach, is designated the L:P.ni or Salti river; 
and ·it is on this stre~m that l\Iarwar chiefly depends for what 
fel·tility it has. The afiluents of these streams are many, and 
there are some independent streams running northwards into the 
SamlJhar lake, but none of them have obtained a name, and they 
are raere · drain:tgc-channels running only in the rainy season. 1 

Water-sup11ly for irrigation.-Thcre is no permanent supply 
·in the· wells of the districts; they all depend upon the rainfall. . In . 
. ' the Ajmer district, where the beds of the nalas are sandy, a sufficient. 

amount of water is absorbed during the rains to supply the '\Yells on 
either bank; but wells can only profitably be made within a short 

:distance from th¢stream,and beyond that stretches unirrigatedland 
·· to the base of the hills on either side. In ]Ierwara, where the beds· 
of tho drainage-channels are rocky and the slope of the country 
greater, the rainfall;if unarrested, rapidly flows off into l\Ianvar 
and ~Iewar, and benefits the country but little, as the soil is shallow 
and unretenti've of m<!isture. The cor:rfigu_ration of the· districts, 
"Uith a more or less rapid slope from the watershed, rendered it 
hnperative to provide for the retention of the rainfall by artificial 
means ; while the undulations of the ground, ·and the gorges 
through which the hill-streams had worn a passage, renderetl it 
practicable to retain the rainfall by a system of embankments. 
.. .. . Old Pank-embankrnents.-The idea of such embankments was 

, one which early presented itself to the minds of .those conversant 
'"ith the district. The Bisalya tank was made by Bisaldeo 
Chohan _about the year 1050 A.D.; his grandson, Ana, con
structed the Anasa~ar ; and the tank at Hamsar was httilt hy 
R·amdeo Pramar. In Merwara, the large tanks of Dilwara, 
Kalin jar, J owaja, and old Balad, date from long before British rule. 
They are wide earthen embank;mcnts, generally faced on both 
sides with flat stones laid horizontally, and closing gorges in the 
hills. "'\Vith ordinary care they will last as long as the hills 
which they. unite, and their construction furnishes a substantial 
proof that before British rule tlie principles of subordination and 
co-operation were not unkno1_rn in Ycrwara. 

The tank-embankments of the district at present number 
· 419, of which 1G8 arc in Ajmer, 183 in the 

De>cri}'tion of these works. 
Be:iwar tahsil,· and 68 in the 'rotlgarh 

, .. -.tahsil. They haye been often described; and Colonel Dixon, in his 
·~_ .. ,Sketch of ]lerwara," chapter XII et seq., has given a very full 

account of them. The best site for an Cinbankment is a n:1ITow 
gorge where, by "_1niting the hills on each side, the drainage of the 
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valley above can he stopped and the water thrown bac.k to form a 
lake which will irrigate direct by a sluice, ·and feed the wells Jlclnr 
by percolation. Such sites are, howeve!, very limited in numbe~~ 
and nearly nJ.l of. them have been already utilized, though :in 
1nuny cases the emhankme~t !s capable of much· i?!prov~ment~ 
In the open parts of the distnct, where Colonel Dixon. made a. 
large nwnber of tanks, the embankments run a consid.erablE4 
distance frmn one rising ground io. the other; some are h~tl,t' 
two miles in length. ____ The·-eentre portion of the dam arrests the 
flow of a drainage-cklnnel, and the water spreads on each si~e' to
the rising ground. Every tank is prcjvid.ed wit:q. an es<)8pe td 
·prevent the water topping the embankment during floods. 'Xhes~ 
t.nnks are generally very shallow, and seldom have any water ~ 
thmn after the autumn ha1--vest has been irrigated. Colonel Dixon 
attempted at first to form earthen embankment~!lut the soil' is so_ 
devoid of tenacity that the plan was early abandoned. There are 
three kinds of embankments in tho district :-First," a wall of dry 
stone hacked by an earthen embankment and faeed with q, coating . 
of mortar,-therc is generally a dry stone retaining~wall in thes~,--· 
cn1bankments : secondly, a masonry wall ~acked 'Xi.tb:eari;h, the 
masonry and en1bankment being of greater or less st~ngth iu : 
rn·oportion to the weight of ·the water to be retaine<1:: thirdly, 
a wall of masonry without any embankment. , This last is the 
l)est, and was adopted in the more hilly ,parts of tho district where· 
the gorges did not exceed 100 yards in width.. .Similar to these: 
arc the small p:tas~nry-weirs thrown across a. nala in, its cours~ 
through the lulls, m. order to ensure a ~upply· to the wells. ~ 
either bank.*' • ,.. .,.,.. 

_ ".,.ith the exception of the few tanks constructed before ~8184( 
. . . and seven tanks built by Colonel Irall in 

Jhstory of their construction. "IlK th . . d the" -- , te• .1.u.erwara, e ~mam er owe l.l' ens nee¥ 
to the unaided and untiring e1;1ergy of one man who rulecf· 
1\Irrwara fron1 1836 to 1842, and~ the -:united district from 1842 
to 1857, when he died at Beawar. The"uarrie of ·Colonel.Dixon 
will be remembered in Ajmer and Merwara for'many generations. 
l?or years he worked steadily at this single object without help or 
syn1pathy, and without much encouragerp.ent; for, until the works 
were completed, they attracted but little ~ttention, and the district 
was too remote to allow of. the Government of the ·North-Western 
I>ro-rinces taking at •first an intelligent interest in the work. · 
"\Vith such help as· hi~ titlishdars· and a few trained chaprasis,. 
could: give, Colonel Dixon constructed all these works ~ ·and it 
was only in 1853, when the tanks had been completed, -that the.: 
appointment of an uncovenanted European assistant was· sane .. 
tioncd. N otlling worthy of note was clone after Colonel' Dixori"s·~ 

~ . . . 
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death till the establishment of the Ajmer li"rigation Division or 
Public Works in the beginning of 1860. The tank which has 
now been constructed at the j:igir village of Bfr is a fine cxa1npla 
of the best class of tank-embankment. New tanks have also lJccn 
constructed within the last few years at Rajaosi, L.<tdpura, ancl 
:1\Iakrera .in Ajmcr, and at Jalia, and a new tank at Balld in 
:1\Ierw:ira . 

. Colonel Dixon was of opinion that the tanks had raised tlw 
,. .. t f th t k water-level of the country; and there is no 
.1:4ll.CC s o e an s. d . · oubt that, subsequently to their construc-

tion, wells were made in many places where the experiment had.· 
·been tried and proved unsuccessful. The opinion of a committee·' 
. assembled in 1874 to discuss the subject of water-revenue 
assessment, was that about half the wells in the district owed 
their supply to. filtration from the tanks. Major Lloyd, Deputy 
CommissiOner, writing in 1860, was of opinion "that from the 
moisture preserved in the soil, and the great increase of vegetation 
they have helped to create, the reservoirs have been, to so1nc 

'extent, instrumental in causing the increased supply of rain which 
has been mcasu~ed in the last few years.'' 'l'here has been 
another "'undoubted effect of the reservoirs, and this a deterio
rating influence. ·The soil throughout the pargana of Ramsar is 
impregnated with salt, and the effect of the pressure of the head 
of water in the tank, and the capillary attraction of the water 
used in irrigation, has lJeen to force up impure salts to the 
surface. Not much laiul has been rendered entirely tmcultura ble, 
and, if this lancl gets manure, it yields excellent crops, but without 
manure the land yields a very inferior return. The village of 
N earan, where is one of Colonel Dixon's largest reservoirs, is 
generally brought forward as an instance of this effect, and here 
it has been found necessary to reduce the assessment twice within 
the last twenty years. 

Nearly all the tanks are dry by the month of ]larch, and the 
beds of the majority are cultivated for a sprint; crop. There 
is hardly any produce from the reservoirs themselves. Water-nuts 
are not grown : fish are caught in· the Anasagar and in the 
Ramsar and N e~iran tanks ; but the people do not cat fish, and 
it is only in the ... t\..nasagar and the sacred lake of Pushkar that 
fish permanently' exist, while religious prejudice prc¥ents their 
being killec'lin the latter lake. · 

Naturallleservoirs.-.Besides the ·artificial reservoirs, there 
are four natural reservoirs in the . district, which in less dry 
countries -would hardly deserve ·mention. 'fhese arc the sacreJ 
lake of Pushkar, and ~the lake known as Oltl Pushkar near the 
former. Both -are depressions runong sandhills without any 



outlet, but exercise a considerable .. _ influeilce ·by llercol~t~on 
through the sandhills on the -low sandy · bottoms·· ·-'in tJ;he'it;. 
vicinity. In .1\Ierwara there are two naturar basinS',·! that of . 
Sarga,ou and that of Karantia~ both near ·Beawar.: ~!passage :, 
for the escape of the water of the former has been'cut, through · 
the Pncircling sandhills, and the bed is now. regularly'oultivated\' 
for the spring crop. That of Karantia lies amongst hills, and is~. 
of no use for ,irrigation. . · .. ;. . . · . , 

Comm·zuzications :,~,Roads.-Tlie famine of ,1869 gave a grea( 
stimulus to the comtruction of metalled· roads.- ·.Before. that, 
the only metalled roads in the district ·were fourteen ·miles 
i>etween Ajmer and Nasirabad, and seven miles .between Ajme:r
and Gangwana on the Agra road. Now, the A~ .an,d Abma.da-:o 
hid road is metalled throughout, from, the border of,Kishangarh 
territory to the border 9f ]\farwar. From N~sit;Lbad a metalled 
road extends to the cantonment of Deoli, 56 miles, and another 
in the direction of Nimach and :Mhow, partly metalled:\ Merwara 
was a country without roads before the famine, ·,but it- now·,. 
1)ossesses a tolerable road to Todgarh . and Dewari, and fair xoads· 
over the Pakhariawas and Shahpura passes into J\{as:nda and 
:Mcwar. Except station roads, and roadsto.Pushkar, si~··m.iles, 
aiHl to Srinagar, ten miles, there are no~etalled roads underthe 
district ftmd committee. - · · , : 

The Ra,jputana Railway runs from Agra to Ajmer, . at which 
1)oint there is a branch line to Nasirabad~ The Nim.~ch Railway, 
which is intended to connect the Holkar State Railway, from 
l{handwa to Indor, with Nasi~bad and the Rajpt1tana line by· 
way of Nimach, is in course of construction (1878). _The W~tern··: 
Itajputana Itailway, intended to connect .Agra.with Bombay: via. 
Ajmer and Ahmadabad, was in 1878! opened to Beawar;~ ·ahd in~ 
J>rogress for a distance of about 2'00 miles south .. westwards. All. 
these 1·ailways are, or are being,: constructed on the~metre-gauge.,. 

Telegraphs.-There are two tel~graph station,s in· the diStrict+, 
one at Ajmer and the other at ,Nasirabad-besides those at rail.!'\ 
way stations. The total number of messages sent from the Ajmer 
office dUring 1877-78 was 6,290; from the Nasirabad.offi.ce, 1,466-,.o~· 
total 7, 7 56. The Ajmer office Tecei~Q. 8;165 messages,· and that· 
of Nasirabad 1,501-. total 9,660. The telegraph receipts for. the. 

· year 1877-78 were Rs. 12,Q.50,. the ·disbursements Rs. 9,709. ·•. 
Post Office.-There a~ four head imperial post~offices in the 

district-Ajmer, Nasfrabad, '1Jeawar, and Deoli; with ten sulJ 
or branch offices-at Mangliawas, Masuda, Pisangan~ Pushkar, 
Sr!nagar, Taragarh (Ajmer lUll-fqrt), Bhinai. Kekri~ ~awar;. 
and Todgarh. On the reorganization in 1870-71, a chief inspec- · 
tor of post-offices was · sanctioned for Rajputana,, ,}Vhic~ ,had , 

' ~ ' . . .. ~ 
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. prct~onsly been unu~r the Post-1\Iastcr-Gcncral, North-lfcstcru 
l~rovinces. ·The following staten1ent shows the nunll>er of covers 
.sent for delivery through, ancl received for despatch frmn, the 
imperial and district post-offices of Ajmer ancll\Iern-ara for the 
years 1860-01 to 1877-78. Statistics of the district post arc 
'not procurable for 1860-61:-

RECEIVED. 

' 
P06TBD. 

Letters. :Newspapers. Parcels. Books. Letters. :Newspaper~.JPMcels.t Books. 

-- -- ----

r~ 
... 804,850 12,130 8,013 2,129 2>12,200 {;.lli>5 ·1,2.-,5 4-~7 

18!15-66 ' ... 354,895 26,2119 3,75.'J 3,H9 3;i6,216 8,1l1H 1,m1 521 
hr:PBRI!t. Post 1870-71 ... 367,006 Sl,337 3,!;33 6,a9>J 572,&;7 S,!NO I 2,3H 2/ifi() 

1875-76 ... 580,684 51,00.. 4,llkl 4,472 ... . .. . .. .. . 
1877-78 ... 590,408 61,568 5,006 4,9112 ... ... .. . 

' 
.. 

. 
' '{1865.66 ' 

... 21,6.15 879 238 ... 2.1,632 Sf, 76 "" 1870-71 ... 16,368 1,443 378 ... 17,3/'l8 60' - Ul I .. . DISTBIC! POST 1875 76 . ... 30,680 uo 14 26 12,1113 14 31 . .. . 
' 1877"?8 ... 16.295 soo 95 42 11,793 60 20 I 20 

I 

The following. abstract shows the number of covers received 
at, and despatched from, the several district dak post-offices during 
1874-75 ~nd 1875-76 as compared with 1877-78:-

·-

Y:s.u. j 
RBCEIVliD, I R.sRRNBD ll'li'DEt.ITBUBt.B. if · PosTED. 

• Parcels I I Farce lsi ' l Parcds 
, Letters. Xewspa~. and Letters. ;Newspapers. and 1 Letters. 'Newspapers. and 

-
----- . packet!:! · packets., · 1 pa,..keh. --=:-- --1-- '-J- ·---

1874-75 
1875-76 
llli7-78 

••• 20,-109 1,177 196 II 1,9'78 3-'J ' ... \ 24,351 129 7:J 
... n,104 H9 71 662 - 6 •.• 12,1ti.'J u :n 
... 16,296 soo 96 ; 1,879 43 45 ;I 11,1113 , 60 il) 

d ;, 

The decrease.of 1875-76 was attributable to the conversion of six 
large district post-offices into imperial post-offices during the latter 
part of 1874-75. . 

Minerals.-The hills abound in mineral wealth, though for 
inai:ty -years no revenue has been derived from this source. The 
Tarogarh hill is rich in leacl, and copper and iron mines h..<tve 
been worked but did not pay their expenses.- ·The lead mines of 
Taragarh were farmed by the ~Iarathas for Rs. 5,000 a year, the 
custom being for the miners to receive three-fourths of the value 
of the metal as the wages of their labour and to cover their 
expenses in sinking shafts. Mr. Wilder, the first Superintendent 
of Ajmer, took the mines under direct management, and they 
produced annually from 10,000 to 12,000 matmds of lead, which 
was sold at Rs.ll per matmd. The Ajmer magazine was the chief 



·~usfomcr, nnd,on Hs.ceasing to take mefa:firt is~G,".th~~ilileswe!~::·: 
. clo~~d .. The lead is lJniv~rsallyallow~ t<?J:>~p;trer and~~f.a..:be~~wr:;.:~ 
quality than :European J.ng·l~j. and. tt ·~- ·chie~y.· o~g · ~ ;t~~tj 
"·ant of fuelj 't1nd of .proper nte::t,ns of tm:J?:Sport;_that t~:.ha,S bee_:p.· · 
tlrivcn froiil the market. :'llVbezi: ~nded in('Agrar whiclf~ th~ .. 

l ne,arc5t market, the ~ead cost R;f•16 a·~n~~~o~ ·· ~~ .. ~~s.,·JP.?~ . 
than the samo qu:tntity. of E,n~lish ~~~ .. ,• Per~p~ .~h~:ex~~o~!. 
of a rail was io AJmer rpay renve this now. e~~~c~ tp.du.-:.st.r, i'· We: 
miners,. who were the.peopl~ ~f-the Ind~kot,still ~ve~:._~J3Mr!,. 
but tho de!M~d for the metal,_t~e offspnng:q!,thetNu~~?~.tim~ : 
in the bcoomnmg of the centuryj no longer e:nsts. "':. '···--·:· .· ;1 • ~-.. ' 

· An officer of the Geologicp.l. Survey' visited Ajmer, for ~wo. 
seasons, but tis set no r~ortpf the results of his ~ey- hits' becrl. ; 
communicated. ·The followiri~ l'elrtirks i:Jn; the· geqlogy ·Of tha tllif .. 
trict ~retaken from Dr. ~e)'s," G(ineral ~~d :M~di~I,.T~p'o*aph~J 
of AJmer" (A.D. 1841)1 pages Q8 and 15:4# . .;. TPe general cluiract~·.·. 
of .~he ~trict is of pluto~c !Jypogeile fo~tiq?-, and ~o orga~e~~~
l!utlllS haV'e as ret heen dis~oyered.' ~e !~ill$ am. schl:tto~e.:fo,r if():··, 

. 1nos~ part, a~d In appeara~ce often Serra~~ and thoughnot;!~~~~~i . 
th? Jaggqd ndges .• often gtve·them,.thatf.~ppeara;nce~ .. '.ThiS .~e,rra~, 
n~pect seems om~g to the .hardness :~ ;:~!t~~rock :c~mpost~g ,thQ 
hills; the sho.rp polnts of which }lave remamed' Unin] urea" by tR.o 
attrition of water:.~ A Yery hard; dark.:.grey granite ~ppea~ -Itd·· 
underlie the schistose strata t~roughO!J~· th~~ ~uqtry'~:. ~~~·fVeat., 
mass of the rocks arc,of .IDicacC!)us ~~Q~. hornblende schiSt; or of 
compact felspar. The cultivated soil ~- ~ na~l'mixture of ori~J 
third stiff yellow loam, a;nd two~thirds··:sand;· conSisting . of· di~~ 
tcgrated mica schist and;felspilr.· . Pui~'•sili~ioils s~nd·is i-are •. {.N(; 

. ~':lperficial portion <1 t~e"~oiljs a~t~te~y ciareY'rnor~~.#:ctptmk, 
tn the ;,beds of _artificia~l tariks_. 19 ant; alluvial sOil fo~4·JD. t:t,uf' 
dist~ic1.~ . In. t~~ts wher~. the. ~uph~~i~, ·,are .most~:cor~:m;tori •. 
carbonate of-~e ISfo~d mla~ge qu~!;ties;, a11d ~rren~~~tha 
hills and adJacen~ stony· ~ts appe~r~m,:1 ~lie h9~' weather;-:ootlr 
bce<?me cover~d w1th a delica~ verdurt:',o~ ~s~ and,s~ p;Ia~t!f 
durmg the roinS. · - .· \, · ·~ " · -:,.,< ',., · ,',_<:~ " . ., : 

Stone-producta~ood. bUii~ng ~ten:dsjthowid. Jhrougliwt 
tho district, and stone is largely;used'for. pUi'poses for~\v'hich woodi 
is employed elsewhere in India~: . Do&r-::frames~ :ire''<>Often' PlMe ··· ()f · 
stone, and' the best roo~£f:is~fo#e.l:.WJs4tb:.Stones res~ng;oxi 
arches or on stcne--beal!lS,. ::~J.ill.~,t~; slabs;hate .IatelY,:,be~n-Us~. 
as slates. " Slab-stones are used. for roofing, for flag-stones, and fo~ 
spannin~ culv~rts>. The .I,est>.;.qu_anies in the."Uciriity o~~~jri!~t 
are at Sillora (m<Kishangarh. temtory), and at Srlnagar; :whe~ 
slabs 12or 14feet long, by·s·or 4feet~oieven niore;in.widtli~citn. 
be obtained. ·_At the former· place; beams. 20.fe~tpr~~upwtirosifi' 

.. · . ·. _,,. "'~. .• . . .• j,.;_i'f ·' ,:.;::~· r· .. ,, . ,, 
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length l,y lj foot in· width are procura.lJlc. Ncar Timtwar, slalJs 
lJot quite so largo, and generally too hard to lJc dressed with a. chisel, 
. are quarried at Atitma.nd. At J(hct.a IChcra, about six miles north
cast of lleawar, limestone slabs arc found which can Lc drcssPcl. 
Ncar Todgarlt, good slabs have not been found, hut bemns 10 or 12 
·reet long ;tnd uneven in thickness are procurable. Good slab
·stones can be go~ at Dcogarh, about ten miles south-cast from 
Todgarh, but the roads arc not enough to allow of their being 
carried any considerable distance . 

. Suitable clay is not 9btainaulc for bricli:s; and bricks are selclon1 
used, but, for rubble masonry, stone is everywhere to ue met with. .. 
Tho best quarries are in the range of hills running from IGshangarh 
between· Ajmer ancl Nasirabid, and down to the cast ·side of 
l\Ierwara. The stone lwro is founcl in slabs of n1nwst any size, Loth 
sides perfectly paralic~; a!ld if it is carefully qua:ried, one snwoth 
face can generally be obt~ncd. For ashlar work, limestone, granite, 
and marble of a coarse _kind are procurable, while sandstone is 
brought from a distance in l\Iarwar. 

Lime.-Lime. is burnt from kanlmr ancl from limestone; tlw 
latter description is preferred by the natives. The limestone 
generally. used in the city of Ajmcr is a grey stone obtained near 
the village of Naraili, about six miles fro¥! the city. The Jimc 
l1umed from this stone is not very pure, but is tenacious, ancl l)cars 
a lirrge admixture of sand. At l\Iakhopura, ICalesra, l(holia, and 
other villages, a pure white limestone is ·found; but the stone is 
l1ard, and difficult to bum. Limestone is also found in abunchnce 
near Beawar. Kankar is to be met with in all parts of the district, 
but varies considerably in quality as a carbonate of lime. 'l,hat 
which breaks with a blue fracture, and which, when breathed on, 
causes the moisture to adhere, is considered fit for lime-lmrning. 
Kankar-lime has higher hydraulic properties than stone-lime, and 
is generally used by the Department of Public Works. No mn terial, 
l10wever, producing good hydraulic lime, has yet been discovered 
in the district. A natural cement called kadi is brought from 
N agor, eighty miles north-west from Ajmer. It has been examined 
in Calcutta and pronounced to be" a very valuable and hydraulic 
cement" when carefully burnt. It is, however, generally over burnt, 
and disintegrates when exposed to water, and is, consequently, only 
used by the natives for the interior of their buildings.· 

Road-metal.-~Iatcrials for road-making are everywhere abun .. 
dant. For he~n-y traffic, broken limestone, the refuse of a slabs tone 
quarry, or granite is more suitable and lasting than kankar, which, 
though very gcne1·ally distributed, is not found in blocks, ancl 
wl1ich, though it makes a smooth, even road, docs not stand heavy 
traffic. :For district roads, any coarse brittle stone, i£ not too 

• 
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1nicaccous, or an inferior kind of grd\·cl called 'harlw, ·may be 
substituted for stone or kankar. Both descriptions of nialerials a.rQ 
to he met with in all parts of the district, are easily' dug, and: 
answer the purpose very well when th~ traffic is light. · . . _ : 

Forests.-In former timeS the hills 'about Ajmer were probably 
covered with scrub-j1mgle, and where the growthhas bee~ ~O·; 
Jested, as on the west side of theN agpahar hill, there arc still some 
trees on the hillside. With this exception,~,howcvor, tli.e Ajiner 
district was denuded of trees long before the _comm~Il:cement of, 
lJritish rule, and the l\farathas are generally give~ the credit of.the 
denudation. 'l'ho parts of Merwara adjacent tciAjmer are desmibed 
l1y l\fr. \Vilder,an eye-witness in,1819,as au ujmpen'etrable jungle,"· 
though now, except in tho extremesouth;·where 'there is nc;> l()cal: 
de1uand, and whence carriage, till recently~'·· was .. quite impra,ct~!.. 
cable, 1\ferwara is not much better off iitthis respect than A.jtller~ 
'fhe trees wl1ich· -existed coUld only ha.ve peen scrub at the best, and· 
the deman-d· of the to-w"ll of Bca;war, of the cantonment ofNasirabad, 
nnd for wood to burn lime for the tank-embankments, added to the 
absence of all attempts at replacing what was des_troyed, has left but, 
~ew.trecs .i~l any accessiblepart of the district{;ul~ wooq;o~ ·an kind&;-
Is cxeecdingly scarce and dear. · · ·· . ·'~· · · 

The indigenous trees are the . babul . (acacia aralJica), h.i¢: 
(azadi1·achta indioa), and khejra (prosopis spicif~ra), which atol 
generally found. on the plains and on the low slopes o~ the hills ; 
dluio (conocarpuslatifolia) ancl khcr (a'cacia calech·i~~arc. met with 
on the intermediate slopes.; and s:ilar (boswellia th,u1iferaj occupies 
the summits. Of these, the babul is the principa(trec 'Wpich fur:· 
nis hes wood useful for other purposes than fuel. The Eipa.l ana bar' 
tree (ficus 1·eligiosa andfictta 't~ndica) 'are also found~ put onlf'iri' 
fa_vorcd Ioc~lities. In place of tr~es, th~ hil~s abo~t ~j~~ a~e. GOV~:r;e~, 
with " .. Jor '.bush, or euphorbm, whiCh ts cut and dr1e.d, ~nd used,; 
largely for fuel i.n the ci~y. ~he -indigeilous ·!rees'\tffi..S'rdw. ~s~~: 
fro~ ~cc~, ~nd, .If the 1·mnfal~ Is favorable, plat1t9d trees ·reqll.l!9 ,n() 
arhfima~ urigatiOn~ The · euph,.orbia is eas~y transp,lantooj anil)f· 
plantedJ.U the early spring strikes root aton~. 'ltislised for fenc~'$.'. 
on the railway and elsewhere, but is with difficulty kept. in orde~~;r, 

'rho exotic kinds of tre"e are difficult to rea.r, and Fill only'gro,,;..; 
ncar wells, or after having been artificially irrigated .. ' ,~They ar;e tho. 
faras (tamarix orienta lis)'. siri~ . (acacia spe,cioiit},' gular (ficus 
!J lome rata), i4'l~arind (tm?tarin~'!li~,ndica), mo~,v~ (bassia la tifo_~itr{~~~ 
maugo (mangifera uzdtca), Jamun (eugerua · Jambolana), su;a.m:, 
(da.lbcrgia sissu), the cork-tree (rnillingtoniu korten~is), a11ll a.fmy' 
others. None of these will grow on the hillsides./ and ·onlytlri.ivQ )J 

in good soil; while the necessity of irrigating the 'plants ·.,~11~]{; 
young rcndc1·s thcu: nlu't'tu·e expensive. ,;j., Colonel ~ixon devoted 

~ <. ', ,' : ; "~~ ~ • 
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Jnnch attrntion to the pbnting of trees an(l the gardens of Ajtncr, 
nnd the nim trees of lleawar owe their existence to hirn. After 
his death, however, no attempt was made either to plant in the 
plains, or to re-forest the hills as they rapidly became bare. In 
1871 Government sanctioned the appointment of nn Assistant 
Conserrator and Sub-Assistant Conservator of Forests, more for 
the purpose. of creating, than of conserving, forests. Forest 
operations in Ajmer arc not intended as directly profitable specu
lations on the part of Government; their principal aim and object 
is. an indirect and climatic advantage, to prevent tllC rainfall 
rushing down the bare. hillsides, carrying away in its course .. 
what little soil remains, and to cause it fo penetrate into tho 

· c1·evices of the rocks and fill the springs. The roots of the trees 
and the vegetation will, it is hoped; retain and create soil on tllC 
steep slopes, while the lowering of the temperature of the l1ills 
may ultimately have the effect of causing the clouds, which now 
to.o often pass over the district, to llart with their moisture within 
its boundaries. · ·- · · 
. Apart, however, from the intrinsic difficulty of re-foresting the 
arid hills, it was not easy to obtain the land. 'fhe waste had Lecn 
made over to the village communities by the settlement of IS:JO, 
and it bad of old been ma.dc usc of by the people for grazing 

· pl..uppscs, and as a support to fall buck upon in years of distress lJy 
the sale of wood; and it was naturally the hills where there ·was 
n10st wood that the forest officer was most anxious to take up, ancl 
the people most loth to part with. It wa.s, therefore~ determined to 
resume the management of certain chosen tracts, and to take up 
the land under an ordinance of the Governor-General in· 
Council. The main provision of the ordinance was the propric
tm·y l'ight is to vest in Government as lmig as the land is 
requhed for forest purposes, the villagers being allowed cer
tain privileges as to cutting lrood and grass. A total area of 

· 54,7L16 acres has been selected-7,0,15 acres in Ajmer, 7,516 in 
Deawar, and 40,185 acres in Todgarh. It is intenqed to exclude 
p,ll goats and cattle, to prevent fires, and to scatter seed broad
cast during the rains without going to the expense of artif1cial 
irrigation. Several nurseries have been established in all parts 
of the district, especially in the Government gardens ncar Ajmer, 
and lnnd has been taken up and planted in the estates of the 
talukdars under the Court of "\Yards. There arc no fruit.gardcns 
except in the suburbs of Ajmer city, and mangoes, though tolerably 
plentiful, arc stringy ancl bad. 

7Vilcl Animals aud Game.-Therc is not much cover for Iar~e 
r~amc in the district; but leopards are found in the western hills 
from the N ~gpahtl.r, where they arc regularly trappc.d down to 
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Dawer; byrona..c; nnd wolves nrc rnre ; tigers !1'00' Sn.id to_ stmr. 
upwards now and then from the southern portion of the . .Arvalt, 
but if they do come, they find no cover or water, and go back again~. 
Itcwards arc given for the destruction of wild animals,-five .rupees,_ 
for a female lcopard1 and two rupees for. male ·leopards, female-·. 
wolves, and hymnas. The males of. the last two animals are paid. 
for at one rupoo a head.. The total amount expended in 1873~ on'_the. 
destruction of wild nnimals was Rs. 43. -;N: o ·rewards are given> 
for snake-killing. The number of dooths from.snake-bi~ recorded 
in 1872 was 30. Wild-pigs are preserved by most of the ~'"U.\"S 
who lmve large estates, for pig-shooting is the favorite am:tiseD:umt: 
of Hajputs. There is also a Tent Club at · N as:irabaq. · whicl1, 
extends its operations beyond British territory, but the, pigs·lik~ 
the shelter of the hills, and in many places the ground~s to~ rough~ 
and stony to ride over. Antelope and ravine-deer ar~, ip.-n~urreat 
numbers, and are shy and difficult to 'approach.~--- Of sfnaJl game;· 
the bustard occasionally. finds its wayit:!~frqm Marwnr, and>florikin: 
urc n1ct with when the rains have provided cover £or them·. < Geesei 
duek, and snipe are found about the tanks inthe cold weath~~· 
but good snipe-ground is very limited, three or- four brace. ~inir 
considered a good day's bag. 'l'he ~mall sandgrouse is.\Jlnhd i~'
abundance ; the large sandgrouse IS rare. Hares were ne;u-Iy· 
annihilated by the famine, and have' not yet- rcoov~.~· th~ir; 
uun1bcrs. The quail-shooting is tolerable, and the commoll.:riseless 
grey partridge cries in every direction. . . · " .,· .. .· ~t~ f_<t. · ·, 

Sub-divisions,-The district of .Ajmer in Colonel Dixop'!(timo, 
contained tlu·ee tabsils..:...Ajmer, Ramsar, and· Rajgarhrwbich.~ 
were established in order to provide constant supervision o~ .tlio.\ 
tanks. The Rajgarh· tahsil was abolished .after _Colonel ~Di:;on'8 
death, and the Hamsar tahsil was- abandoned on tho reorgapizatior( 
of the district in 1871. Ajmer pro~er has now-only one ~hsi.l, at. 
head-quarters. The owners of the IStimxar' estates,, whicl~jn arene:' 
are nearly double the khalsa, pay. their revenue,,direct into :the 
t;:1dr trea-sury without the intervention of a sub-collector.. MerWn.ra' · 
is divided into two tahsils, that of Boa war and that of Todgarli:: 
A third "tahsil, t~t of. Saroth, ~as, after C~loncl Dixon's d~athf. 
nnmlgamated w1th Beawar. AJmer contains twelve ~'trganas, 
of which Ajmer, Ramsar, Rajgarh, andPushkararechiefty kluUsa;. 
Kekri ns one kluU&a town, and the remaining parganas-Bhi:Pai1 _ 
~f:~stu:a, Sciwar, Pisa~~an, Kharwa, ·and Baghera-are h~ld:l>f; 
1stunrardars. The m1htary ~,antonment of NasfrabM; With t!p~ 

· sm·rounding villages, forms a civil sub-division, q,nd Kekri has been 
. }llaced under a dc11uty magistrate residing at Kekri. The tahsil o£· 

l.kawar ,contains the parganas of Beawar, Jak, Chang, and Sru.·otlt,. 
Dc,:a wa1· is British: tcnitory; J ak also ~s Britis~. ~~:~~tory! but belongs, 

> •• '·-' 
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cllicfly to the Th~ikurs of ]!nsuda antl Kharw:.i.; Chang l>cJ.ongs 
to l\Iarwar; antl Saroth belongs to ]Icwar. 'fhc pnrgana of Bcawar 
'eras at various ·times sub-clividecl into four parganas, and their 
·names still occasionally crop up and breed confusion. 'rhe distant 
_villages of Beawar pargana were fonncd into a separate pargana 
. of 33 villages, and annexed to the Saroth tahsil under the name 

of pargana Jowaja. The pargana of Lotana consists of eight 
villages fo~mdcd ·by Colonels Hall and Dixon in ~Icwar waste; an<l 
tl1e Barkoehran pargana has the same "origin ancl contains nine 
villages. The tahsil of Todgnrh contains four parganas, of which .. 

· Dhrulan is· British territory, Kotkimna belongs to }1arwar, ami 
Dawer and Todgarh belong to ~Iewar~· At the settlement of 187·-t 

· the land· was divided into assessment circles, and statistics haYc 
been com.piled according to circles, and not according to parganas. 

·B.istc·rv of A.jmer.-The early history of Ajmer is, as might 
. · : . · ·. be expected, legendary in its character, 

¥s-cndary lustory of AJa. and commences with the rule of tho 
Chohar!s, ·the last-born of the Agni-kulas, and the most valiant 
of "the Rajput races. According to tradition, the fort and city of 
Ajmcr were founded by Raja Aja, a descendant of .Anhal, the 
first Chohan, in the year 145 A.D. Aja at first attem}ltcd to 
build a fort on" the N agpahar, or Scrpcn t Wll ; and the site chosen 
by hirn is still pointed out. His evil genius, howe'Vcr, destroyed 
in the night the walls erected in the day, and Aja determined 

. to build on the hill now kno,\!1 as Taragarh. Here he constructell 
a fort which he ·called Garh Bitli; and in the valley known as 
Indurkot he built a town which· he called after his mm name, 
and '-rhich.has become famous as Ajmcr .. This prince is generally. 
known hy the name of Ajapal, which Colonel Tod expbins was 
derived from· the fact that he was a goatherd, "whose I>iety in 
supplying one of the saints of Pushkar with goat's milk procurcu 
l1im a, territory." The name probably suggested the myth, mul 
it is more reasonable to suppose that the apf)Cllation was given to 
ltim when, at the close of his life, he became a lwrmit, and ended 
his days at the gorge in the hills about ten niilcs from Ajmer, 
which is still venerated as the temple of .Ajapal. · 

'Vith the next name on the Chohan genealogy -n-e pass into 
the region of history. Dola Rae joined in resisting the 1riusalin(1n 
invaders lmder ]Iuhammad ICasim, and was slain by them in 
A.D. 085. ~His successor, ~Ianika Rae, founded Sambhar, and 
the Chohan princes thereafter auopt~d the title of Sambri Rao. 
From his reign tilll02-.t A.D. there is a gap in the annals. In 
that year, Sultan ~Iahmud, on his expedition against the t~-m11lc 
of Somnath, crossed the desert from ~Iultan·and presented hnilsclf 
before the walls of Ajmcr. The 1·ciguinc priuce1 Diluuulco, 
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wa.g totally unprepared for: resistance, ,the country was roVa.g~di 
and the town, which had been abn.ndoned by l~Jnhabitari~, was.' 
plundered. Th~ fort . of Taragarh, however, hei~l,·,out.;~).trid:.Jis; ... 
~Iahmu~ had no leisure to engage)n. s~eges, ~e,p~004ed .. on;Jlii·~ 
d~b;uctlve cop.rse ~ Guzer~t. · BilUm.deo., .. was .', su,cx;eed~ .. ~ by:,.~ 
D1saldeo or VISaladeya, .who .. J.a lo,cally remembered by the~:lak.O. 
which he constructed at ~jme~~ stilt called · th~ !Jfsals~gar;;. 
Disaldco was a renowned .pnn?e., · He:.~aptured Del.P:-. ,fro~'th~~ 
Tuars, and subd~ed the, hill-tn~s of· Merwara, , w:J:tom ~e ,?Dad~ 
dra ·wers of water m the streets of .AJmer" ·. At the close ofJrls li1fithe::' 
is said to have become a Mmalman, to have ;resigned hlSkii;lgdQpt~ · 
nnd, to have retired into obscurity· at ~lu~ndar.· <His · .. gmn.d~on~:·~ 
Ana, constructed the embanlanent which forms .the ,An~agat .. 
lak~, .on which Sbahjehan sub~qu~~tly .built. fl. rang?:. of;' #~r~]~}:t 
pavllwns. Someshwar, the third m descent. from .A:na,,m::u-ned· 
th~ da'!ghtc~ of Anangpal, the .'J;uar kiri~(of DcJ.h!, and~ sgl\ ~~" .. 
Pnthv1 l~Ja, the last· of the .,Opohans •. Jvho.""was adopted,.,_by ~ 
Anangpal, and thus became king of Pelhl and·Ajmer.•,, ··. "i'r · .:~ ·. 

It is matter of common,1.)rlsto~ .h?lY "~~?-Ji .. ~J9'.·P~:P?s~~ ,
1 

Fritllvi Raja Chotia,ll,· and. ·· ~hahab;.ud-din. m· his mvasion_p(.iJ;Uql~,·~ 
She.lu'lb-ud.din. ' · · .. · • m the~years,..~l~l:M<l ~!9~,.~;:p~•t1J.l4Jl()W~ 

. · · in the latter year he !as ~tterly.. def~~~edi . 
and put to death m cold blood.. Shahab-ud-din sho1-:tly . .aft~ds' ~ 
took ... t\.jmer, massacred all the.inhabitants wh.o. opposed .wm;·a.na::J 
reserved the rest for slavelj_ After this ~ecution he made. over4~ 
tl~e country to a relation of.Prithv:i.Raja;u:nd~r-an engagement/ 
for a heavy tribute.:. In the followmg~year Sh~hab-:u'<f-din pf<>,~e:.~. 
cutcdnis co:Cquests by the destruction of the. &hfur kingdqril~'-of~~: 
Kanouj-an event of considerable iJrip~rtanc.e .in 't}le >lllstqry~otJ. 
-.Ajmer, in that it led to the emigration )lt.~the 'greater~ patt 6r m~·: 
Itahtor clan from Kanorij 'to.Marwar. :: ·:· ;,,,: · · •:2\ . ~. ·~·.,; ,:- ·. j. r · i~·~\:,;·~7 •• 

The new Raja of. Ajmer ·'\~s· soon reduced~ to .~erple~ti~·lJ;y~
a pretender,and. ;KutQ-l14·dm ~1bak~ .the·, 

• founder.' of the slave ;dynasty. '~t· Delhi;, 
marched to his relief... Hell).raj, the pretender, ~was ,:d~feated, ~and·'· 
Kutb-ud-din, having appointed· a governor.· of "J!is ~.·.own --faith~ 
to control the Raja, .proceeded. with· his ex:pediti?!l:·~--;.G.uzerati;t; 
.A few ye;trs afterwards.,. hc;>wevet, ·the::~Ja;~u:r;ubng ~th.(,~4~t 

' • • - ,I '_ : ·•' ':'" ·:,~ 

Kutb-ud-din. 

• This follows Ctllonel. Too'a· account (volume II, page 416 ~fthe reprint).';, _TiiEt'aubject,'Of, 
tlie Choh&n dynasty \8, however, very confused, and Gen~ Cnnningha~ (Arclpoologi~.,Reports;\ 
volume I, pligc 157) confesses his inability to mak~ any s~ttisfactory arrangement: eithet: .. offthu:' 
nwnes of the princes or of the length of.their reigns. General C~ningha.m fixes • the· proba;bk&:l' 
date of 'the capture of .Delhi by the Chohans in A.D. 1151, and· Prit4vi Rsjs was the- 11on of . 
&>nwshwar and the grandson of Visaladeva. according .tQ hint. Aeeordil'rg' to Colonel Tod,·. Prithvi'~ 
Raja was sixth in descent from Yisala.deva; and in the. genealogical tree in th.e possession .of tho<· 
Raja of Nimrana in Alwn.r, the 1:1aroe number of generations int;eh>ona bctw~ ,these ,two princes •. 
General Cunningham is of opin~ou that two diirerent princes of t~.sa~c. na."'?:e ~vo~;"lieen,,.,ide~~1+~.wi 
as one pcrson.-(Sce Archreologtca.l ~ports, volwue II, page 256~) · , · ·- · .. ~·"'·" ·· .. "·· · , '·'"·'. 

,. .. .. ~' '' " .. -~'~ ':'!--~---~. \ 
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llahtors·and J.fers, aUcmpt.ctl intlcpcn<lcncc. Kutl>-ucl-din marcltetl 
from Delhi in the height of the hot season, and shut up the Itajn. 
in the fort. IIcrc,- finding no means of escape, he ascendctl the 
funeral pile as is related in the Tajul1Uaas!r. Kutb-ud-din then 
marehcd against tho confederated Rajputs and l\Icrs, but was 
defeated and wounded, and obliged to retreat to Ajmcr, where. 
he was bcs~e~cd by the confederate army. A strong reinforcement 
from Ghazru, however, caused the enemy to raise the siege, and 
Kutb-ud-din annexed the cotmtry to the kingdom o-f Delhi, ancl 
made over the charge of the fort of Taragarh to an officer of 
his own, Sayyid IIusain, whose subsequent tragical fate has caused .. 
him to be enrolled in tho list of martyrs, and whose shrine i'l 
still the most conspicuous object on tho hill-fort he was unal)lo 
to defend. On the death of Kutb~ud .. clin in A.D. 1210, tho 
l'tahtors jollied tho Chohans and made a night-attack upon the 
fort, The garrison was taken unprepared, and was massacrecl to 
a man~ Their tombs, as well as those of Sayyicl Husain and hi~ 
celebrated horse, may still be seen on Taragarh in the cnclosurey 
which bears the name of Gunj Shahidan, or Treasury of l\Iartyrs. 

Shams-ud-din Altamsh, the successor of Kutb~ud-din, restore(! 
. . the authority of the kings of Delhi, and it 
· r...a.na. KumLho of Mewar. , was maintained till the disastrous invasion 
of Tamerlane. Dythattime a number of independent nfuhammaJan 
kingdoms had been established, of which the chief were Bijapur, 
Golkonda, Guzerat, and l\Ial wa. Rn.na Kumbho of l\Iewar profited 
by the relaxation of all authority which ensued upon.the sack 
of :Delhi, and the extinction of the house of Tughbk, to take posses .. 

· sian of Ajnier; but, on his assassination, the territory fell into the 
hands of the kings of l\Ialwa, with whom the Rana. had been 

. perpetually at variance and for fifteen years hn.d. waged war.· 
The kings of Malwa. obtained possession in .A.D. 146D, ancl hcl(l, 

· · · Ajmer till the death of ]Iahmtld II in 
Kings of Malwa. A.D. 1531, when the kingdom of l\Ialwar 

was annexed to that of Guzerat. The dome over the shrine of 
Khwaja l\Iueiyyin-ud-dm Chisti was built by these kings, who 
are known: in Ajmer by the name of Nawab. On the death of 

J.,Iahmud II, l\Ialdeo Rahtor, who had just 
Maldco Rahtor. succeeded to the throne· of llirwar, took 

possession of Ajmer1among other conquests. He improved the 
fortress of Taragarh, and commenced the construction of a lift 
to raise water to the fort from the Nur Chashma spring at the 
foot of the· hill. The work still smncls as solid as on the day 
it was built, but tho schemEd' was never carried. to completion. 
The Ral1tors held Ajmer for twenty-four years, but the country was 
one of the earliest acquisitions of Akb~r1 and f1·om 1C.3G A.Dw 
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to the reign of 1-luhammad Shah, a period .'"'or '194 years,. , Ajm~r 
was an integral portion of the liughal empire. · · ,~ , _, : i· ;. -· ~s:J 

In the time of Akbar, Ajmer gave its name to a subali, whicli · 
included the whole of Rajputana~~ Thl. 

MugbalEmperors. district of Ajmer.was.,an~appa.nag~ of. 
the royal residence, which was temporarily fiXed there in ~llliJ 'tmd ,, 
subsequent reigns, both as a pleasant retreat ~d. :in :qrde:r·to.; 
maintain the authority of the empire among- the c surrounding· ; 
chiefs. Akbar ·made a pilgrimage- to the· tomb of the saint,. 
Khwaja llueiyyin-ud-din Chisti, and built a fortified palaC~ just' 
outside the city. J ehangir and Shahjehan both spent muc~.tiine 
at the "Dar-ul-khair," and it was atAjmer that ~eh.angir re¢eived
Sir Thomas Roe, the ambassador of James I, who rea.Ched tlie city;, 
on the 23rd December 1615. 'It was at ,Mmerlhat,iJl, AJ>.ul659 
Aurangzeb crushed the army of the unfoitunate Dam;. weakened. 
ns it "'Was by the defection of J aswant Singh of lfu,rwar, and ·forced 
his brother into the flight which was destined to terminate· ~only 
by his imptisonment"and death. The celebrated traveller Bernier 
met and accompanied Dara for three days· d-uring this flight) and 
bas given a graphie description. of- the·-miseries and privations of 
the march. Bernier;., left Dara at one day's joumeyfromA hnJadabad, 
as neither by threats nor entrroties could ~ single horse or eamel . 
be procured on which he might cross the desert to Tatta. · .. During· . 
the war with llewar and :M;arwar,· which was .brought abOut by 
the bigotry of Aurangzeb, Ajmer was the head:.quarte~ of that· 
emperor, who nearly lost his throne here in'l679 bfthe combii:tation 
of prince·Akbar with the enemy. ., .. .: .'··: -- . :. · ":~ \ ,·. 

On tho death of the Sayyids in 1720:A.D., Ajit-Singh, son of~ 
Jaswant Singh of Marwar, found his opportunity in the weakness 
consequent on the decline of the Mughal empire~to seize on Ajmef, 
n.nd killed the.;. imperial governor; He coined:p:toney in his .o\vi.t . 
name, and set up every emblem of ·sovereign rUle." :Muhammad 
Shah .collected a large army and· invested Taragarh. · Tile fort 

. held out for fottr montlis, when'·Ajit Singh 
Rahtors of Ma.rwar. agreed to surrender: his-~- Qonqu~.t. >-Ten 

years later, Abhay Singh, ·· the. accomplice in the /assassination nf 
his own father Ajit Singh, was appointed by .Muhammad Shah _ 
viceroy of Ahmadabad and Ajmer, and Ajmer became practically 
a portion ofMa:rWar. The parricide Bakht Singh obtained Nagor 
aud Jhalor from ·his :brother Abhay Singh. · Abhay Singh was 
succeeded. by Ram Singh, who ·demanded the surrender of Jhalor. 
from his uncle Bakht Singh ... The dema~ ~d the insolence of ... · 
Ram Singh culminated in the battle of Maill;it,. where· Ram Singh. 
was defeated and forced to fly .. ·· He deter~ed on calling in the-. 
aid of the llarathas, and at Ujainf}>und the cariip <!f,Jai Appa~· 

t cr 
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Sintlia, WtlO re~ulily. einhracecl the opportunity of interference. 
~[eanwltile the carerr of Bakht Sing-h had lJeen terminah·u hy tho 
voisonrd robe, the gift of the Jaipur llani; and Jlijay Singh, son of 
llakht Singh, opposed the ~Iarnthas. lie wLs rlcfcateu, and fled to 
Nagor, which 'vithstood a year's siege, though meanwhile all tlw 

· country submitted to Ram Singh. At the enil. of this pcri()(l, two 
foot-soldiers, a Rajp(tt and an Afghan, offered to sacrifice them
selves for the safety of Bijay Singh by the ass~ssination of the 
~laratl1::t leader. 'l'he offer was accepted; the ass:1ssins, feigning a 

, violent quarre~, procured access to Jai Appa, and stabbed him in 
front of his tent. The siege languished for six months more, but 

· · a compron1ise was eventually agrcell on ... 
• · 1\Iarnt~ms. Bijay Singh surrendered to the ~Iaritthas in 

. f~ll ~overeignty the fortress and district of Ajmcr as ?nundkati, 
or compensation for the blood of J ai Appa. Thn l\Iarathas, on 
tltcir side, ab~ndoned the cause of Ram Singh. A fixed triennial 
tribute was to· be paid to. the ).larathas ·by Bijay Singh. The 
tomb of Jai .A}Jpa is at Pushkar, and, till1860, three villages of 
Ajmer were_ set apart in jagir for the expenses of the ton1b. Rfm1 
Singh olJtained the Marwar and Jaipur share of the Sambh::tr 
lake, ancl 1·esided there until his death. These events occurred 
in 1756 A.D. 
{ , },or thirty-one years the ~Iarathas held undisturbed possession 
of Ajmcr, till in 1787, on the invasion of Jaipur 'oy JHadaji 
Sindia, the J aipur Raja called on the Rahtors for aid against the 
common foe. The call was promptly answered, and at the battle 
of Tonga the ~Iarathas suffered a signal defeat. The Rahtors 
re-took Ajmer, driving out ~Iirza Anwar Beg,. the ~Iaratha 
governor, and annulled their tributary engagements.. The success 
·was, however, transient; for, in three years' time, the ~Iarath:.ts, led 
l>y De Boigne, redeemed the disgrace of Tonga by the battle of 
l'Atan, where the Kachlnvahas helll aloof and the llahtors ignomi
niously fled. General De Boigne then marched on Ajme1·. · On 
the 21st August 1701 he arrived under the walls : the next day the 
town was taken, and the fort was invested.· The citadel, however, 
had been }Jrovisionecl for a year, and was defended lJy a ntunerous 
garrison. .After seventeen days' OIJerations, De lloigne, converting 
the siege into a blockp.cle, marched with the greater part of his 
troops against the Uajputs, who had assembled on the plains of. 
l\lairtn. On the lOth September the R,ajput army was surprised 
before dayln·eak; the unaYailing gallantry of the Rahtor cavalry was 
lnoken against the well-served guns of De Boigne ancl the hollow 
squares of his cliscii>lined infantry. The ;Rahtorarmy was nearly 
annihilated, and by 3 o'clock on the same day the town of niairta 
was taken by as&ault. 'l1he Hahtors now submitted, and agreed to 
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pay tribute. Aj1ner reverted to the Maratha.s, and was held by 
t hcn1 till its cession to the :British Government': in/ A.D.1818. '¥ (.: 

Sing hi Dhanraj was governor of Ajiner dtiHng t4e tln-e6:. 
. . . years it was held by the lh'lhtors. ..'fhe 

. c.·~nwn t<.> the Bntlsh Gov· best known of the Maratha Sfibahdars li. 
c·rnment, • . 

was Gobmd Rao, who ·appeal-s to have· 
hccn a strong and good governor. By the treaty of the 25th~: 
J uuc 1818, Daulat Itao Sindia, after the Piridari war; .::ced® the 
djstriet of Ajmcr, valued in the treaty at Rs·. 5,05~484, to :th~"' 
llritish Government; and, on the 28th July 1818, }lr. Wilderr 
the 1lrst Superintendent of Ajmer, received charge ;of the district . 
from napu Sindia, the last Maratha Stibahdar. . . . : •:· . 

'l.'he history of Ajn1er from 1818 is the history o:P~its· admln~
tration .. The long roll of battles and sieges is closed.· 'l'he 
district, worn out by the incessant warfare of half a centm-y, at·. 
length enjoys rest, and the massive battlements2f TaragarH'.begin 

to crumble in ~ sec~re peace. Tl].e Mutiny 
Th~ Mutiny of 1857· of 1857 passed like a cloud :over · ,the: 

province. On the 28th May, two regiments of :Bengal inftmtry,_ 
nnd a Lattery of Bengal artillery mutinied at N asirabad. ·~Thff" 
European residents, however, were sufficiently protected py. -~,: 
re~iment of Bombay infantry, and the treasury and magazine at· 
Ajmcr were adequately guarded by a detachment of the Mm·w:l'ra 
llat talion. There was no interruptio11 of-:-civil governn1ent. The 
1uutinous reghnents marched direct to Delhi, and the agricultu~~\ 
classes did not share in the revolt. t :• · ,t 

Histot·y of 111erwa'ra.-'£he history of · l\Ierwara before~ the 
oceupation of Ajmer by the Brit~h authorities in 1818is practf·r~: 
cally a blank. IIardly any:thing is known of tho country~: 
except: that it was a difficult ·hilly tract, inhabited by' an indo~·: 
pendent and plundering race, who cared not for . agricu).turc, and,, 
who supplied their wants at the expense of the sm·roundi~g 1 

terdtocies. Sawai Jai Singh of Jaipur had penetrated nofurt~er 
than Jakin an endeavour to s.ubdue the eountry,andAmir Kha.nhat.L 
failed in an attempt to chastise theplundere~ of Jak.andChang. 

1\lr. Wilder, the first Superintendent of .Ajmer, entered futo 
ngreements with the villages of J ak, Sham.ga;rh, L!Uutt, Kana· 
}(hera, and K.heta Khera, the "''lucleus of what, is now: :Ajmer• 
1\Icrwar~, binding them to abstain frol,P. plunder. The ·pledge, 
howcvm·, was little resp~ted, or C'Ould not really be enforced by . 
tl10 headmen, and in Marcil: 1819 a force was detached .. from 
Nasirabt\cl for the atta,ck of these places~' No opposition was 
encountered, the villages were ta~en one after the othcr, .. ~tnd.:-all , 
leYcllecl to the ground. The inhabitants es9aped into the· ndjac.ent · 
hills, which ~Ir. "\Vilder, who accomJ.lanied the force, dcsc,rUJCs ,_aS': 

' ~ ... 
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nn "impenetrable jungle." Strong'police-posts were stationed at 
Jak, Sh:imgarh, and Lt1lua. · 

In November .1820 a general insurrection broke out. The 
police-posts were cut off, and the n1cn 

Conques~ of the country. composing them were killed. The thorough 
subjugation of the country was then determined on. A force 
stronger than the former retook J ak, Lulua, and Shamgarh, and 
after some correspondence with the Governments of Udaipur and 

.. Jodhpur, · and promised co-operation on their part, the force 
advanced into :1\Iewar anrl Marwar-llerwara to punish the refugees 
of Jak, Lulua; and Shamgarh, and the men who had given them 
an asylum. _ _ . . 

Borwa wfis the first Yillage of which possession was taken, and 
_the attack' was then directed against Hatlm, where, however, a 
repulse was sustained with a loss of 3 killed and 23 wounded. 
In. the night, however, the garrison" evacuated the fort. The 
troops then marched to Barar, which after some show of fighting 
fell into their hands. The capture of }fandlan and JJarsawara 
followed, and a str~ng detachment was then sent against ICot
~na and Bagri . in }farwar-!Ierwarn. These were taken 

. possession of· and ~de over to Jodhpur; and the reverses of the 
1\Iers reached their culminating point in the ca1>ture of Ramgarh, 

·whither most of the chief men had retreated. These were nearly 
all killed or wounded or taken prisoners, and the remaining strong
holds submitted in rapid succ-ession. A detachment of cavalry 
and infantry "l(as left at Jak, and the main body withdrew at the 
close of January 1821, the campaign having lasted three months. 

Captain Tod, in the name of the Rana, 11.ndertook the adminis
. _ . · tration of the portion belonging to 1\Iewar. 

• AJ:angements for the ~m- He appointed a ooovel'D.Or built the fm·t of 
1strat10n. ' b ' 

Todgarh in the centre of the tract,. raised 
a corps of 600 matchlock-men for this . special service, and 
commenced to collect revenue. A different policy was pursued lJy 
the court of Jodhpur. The villages which had been decided to 
belong to ~Ianvar were made over to the adjoining thakurs : there 
was no controlling authority, and no unity of administration. 
Ajmer brought all its share under direct management, but at first 
the Thakurs of }fasuda and Kharwa were held responsible for the 
establishment of o.rder under the superintendence of 1\!r. Wilder. 
It soon appeared that thistriple government was no government; 
the criminals of one portion found security in another; the 
country be.came infested with murderous gangs, ·and the state 
of l\Ierwara was even worse than before the conquest. Under these 
circumstances, it "~as determined that the three portions should 
be brought lmder the management of one officer, -vested with full 
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authority in civil and criminal matters, and that a .battalion of 
eight companies of 70 men each should be ef:u:plled froni'·amorig 
the 1\lcrs. . ;, ·· .. · · , .. : > 

The negotiations with Udaipur resulted in the tteaty of lia~ 
1823, by which the management of l\Iewar~: 

'I'r('af.i .. ~g with 'Vtlaipur nnd llerwara consisting' of 76 villages' 'Was 
JoJljlJUr. , . . . . .. 1 ~, . 

made over to the British Government . for 
a period of ten years, the Rana agreeing to pay Its. 15,0,90 &,·-year 
to coYer civil and military expenses. In March ·1S2·.f., >a similltl
engagcnlent was, after some difficulty, concluded by~., Wilfter' 
with the Jodhpur Darbar. It was ·arranged that- the SAmJ~of 
lls. 15,000 should be annually paid on account of civil and riillita.ri. 
expenses, the Mabarana and the Maharaja receiJing; in eacli 

. cai-ie, the revenue of their respective portions. In March~1833, 
the nrrangement with Mewar was continued for a further period 
of eight years, the -nann. agreeing to pay Rs. 20,000 ChitorL(ot 
Us. lG,OOO Kaldar) on account of civil and military expenses. ;Qn 
the 23l·d0ctober1835, theaiTangementwith Marvarwas extended 
for a furth<'r period of nine years. The transfer of .. the· J odhpilr" 
ten-itory was only partial; many villages wereleft in th~ hands 
of the bordering thakurs, though nominally under the police;' super'! 
intendence of the British authorities. Tweri.ty,villages were ID:~de 
over by the first treaty, and by the second treaty seven villages 
were added; but these latter were returned to Marwar in 1842~-, ·' 

'i; Colonel Hall was the first officer appointed to the charge of il).e 
. . . newly-acquired district, and he rl;lled M~-

Admmtstrattou of Colonel wara for thirteen years. He: was fetteted 
ll~ - . 

by no instructions, and was left to provide 
for the due administration of the country. In his report, prepared: 
in 1834, he describes the system he adopted. Civil and· crimina.} 
justice wm·e administered by punchayet or arbitration.. In ,civil 
cases. the ~?cedure was as follows :-'!'he p~intiff present~~. his 
case m writing, and the defendant, bemgsl~moneq,.wasreqwred 
to write a counter-statement. An order was ~hen passed fo(the 
parties to name their respective arbitrators, the 'nu.mbers on ea((h 
side being unlimited, but equal. Th,~ appointment of . an umptte 
was found unnecessary. The parties then wrote a.JJond.to_:fo~feit 
a certain amount, generally one-fourthor one-third of the ~ount 
at issue, if they should afterwards d~yiate frQ1hJhis decisi9ti'of 
tho punchayet. The llunchayet was then a.S~em~led, and.,an 
agrccuwnt taken from its members to decide according to equity; 
and to pay a fiiie of a sta~ed amou;nt if they ~o not.., ~A native fuito.;. 
1 ionary then assemblcllthe puncllayct, summoned tl~ :wit~~s~ 
and n'eordeu the proceedings to their clos~. W}\en a <}eci~ion "Was 
arrin·cl at, the result was made k~uvn lo the pa~¥es, wh,Q;.werd~ 

"' " ~ "··~ ' . . .·~ 
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' entitled to record their assent or dissent. If two-thirds of the 
punchnyet agreed·,. the· question was settled. If the losing side. 
dissented and paid tho forfeit, a new punchayet was chosen by 
special order bf the Superintendent. 

Criminal cases, in which the evidence was llilsatisfactory, were 
. also referred to punchayet. Four months' imprison1nent in 'irons 
was the usual sentence, on conviction, for minor offences, unless 
the·crime had been denied. The jail was made self-SU})porting; 
each prisoner was supplied with one seer of barley-n1eal daily, and 
with nothing el~e, but, if the prisoner wished, he might furnish l1is 
own flour. On his release he was obliged to pay for his food and 
for his share of the jail establishment, as well as for any clothing .. 
which might have been given him; and this system of recovering
the jail expenses from the prisoners and their relations lasted till 
Colonel Dixon's death, when, on the repre-sentation of Captain 
Brooke,. it was abolished in the year 1858. 'l'hc prisoners worked 
from daylight till ·noon in the hot weather, and from noon till 
evening in the cold weather. . 
· ·· The revenue was collected by estimate of the crops-one-third 
of the produce being the Government share, excer)t in some 
special cases. The estinmte was made by a writer on the part of 
Government, assisted by the patels, the patwari, and the respectable 
land-owne:r;s. If a dispute arose, the_ vtorst and best portions 
of the field were cut and a mek'ln taken. An appeal against the· 
estimate was allowed to the Superintendent. 'l'he }Jrices cut-rt-nt 
in .. the country for ten or twelve miles round were then taken, an 
average struck, and this assumed as the rate for calculating the 
money-payment to be made. Cultivators who broke up new land, 
or made wells, received leases authorizing thein to hold at one-sixth 
and one-eighth of -the produce. Tl10 headmen of the villages pai(l 
one-fourth. 

The system of administration adopted for ~Ierwara has been 
given in some detail, since it possesses an historical value as being 
that under which the country throve till 1851, the year of Colonel 
Dixon's regular settlement, and which, according to the opinion 
of all competent observers, was eminently successful. An account 
of this settlement will be found at. page 9!>. ltlerwara ·was, no 
doubt, fortunate in obtaining rulers like Colonel Hall and Colonel 
Dixon, and GovGrnment was fortunate in enjoying the services of 
such officers. Colonel Hall remained at Lis post from 1823 to 
1836, ·and his successor Colonel Dixon governed ~Icrwara till 
1842~ In that year, Aimer was r.:}dcd to his. charge; but though 
Me:rwara was under an Assistant Commissioner, still, Colonel Dixon, 
as Comn1issioner, lived there the greater portion of every year till 
his death at Bcawarin 1857. Both officers devoted their whole time 
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p,p.d energy to theh· charge, and to them is due the re'g-eneration 
of 1\[crwara, and the reclamation of the Mei~~ from a p~edat.ory 
life to habits of honest industry. • "''· .· ' -·i'·· ·· ':.:. .; 

N otlting can m~re plai~y s~eak to the great social c~~nge whi_9b.' 
has been wrought In the Inhabitants of Merwara than the deserte~l j 

~nd r~1ined state of. their a;nci~nt. village~. · These were,·f<>:rinerit~ _· 
wvarmbly perched upon hills m maccessible plac.~s fo.r the sake' of, .. 
safety fron1 the attacks of their fellow-men and o£ ~wild bea;st&". 
'Hte adoption of habits of industry and agl,iculture has rende~ea:~.~ 
the retention of such dwellings alike unnecessary and incon~enref:it,. :~ 
The old villages are now nearly deserted, and are fast _falling il;l.to : 
de-Ct.'ty. New hamlets have.sprung up· everywherein:the'villag¢;. · 
and the tendency to settle n9ar the cultivAted lartq i.s still\dn. 
the increase. · ~, _.. . .· ·. ;.~ ;,,)> ,·. .'~· 

Tenures.-The land-tenures of Ajmer are, as might be e:xpooted, · 
entirely analogous to those prevailing ·in _the,· adjacent. Nativ& 
States, and though they have been often· m.isunderstogd,. yet t}ie' 
vis inertice of the province has. sufficed to prevent 'their beirig'· · 
interfered with, except in the .one instance of. the :mouzawar · . 
settlement of 1850. The soil is, broadly,.,divided in.~~:ttfo ·classes'::,· 
kh:Usa, or the private domain of the crown;; and za:rriind!;tri; or land". 
held in cstate.s or. baronies. ~y. :feudal .chiefs, :whp. were.(origina.I.J.y . 
under an obhgatwn of military serv1ee,·; but "'who ,now hold·.oA ' 
isthnrar. tenure. K.halsa land,. :;tgain, might· b~ ,,alienated. by "the . 
crown either as an endowment· of a religious <instit:ution, or· as 'j/ · 
reward for service to an individual and hi~ heirs. .Such gra.:n{S:, : ' 
when they comprised a whole village. or·half a: village,··. are .tertp.ea, 
jtigirs; and 51 whole villages an.d &half villages b:ve been alienated"' 
inthisway. · ,··:· .... ·· .· ·. ·, .·· <·~·.·~··;J .. -,:: .• 

'fhc basis of the land system:" of Rajputana is~ that the State'-~$ 
in its khalsa lands the imxnediate andactn~l. 

Klialsa. proprietor, standing in the same relatiin. to~· 
the cultivators of the soil as the feudal chiefs do to tp.e tenants ·on, 
their estates. The jagirdars who are assignees .. '<>~ the.,tights·.o~ th&:_:. 
State, have the same rights as the &tate it~lf. · . r ... • :; • ., .~.,~ .-~~: ,' 

I~rom ancient times, however, it· has been the oustom in tlie~·~, 
kh:Hsa lands of Ajmer that those who permanently improvea~ti4•, 
l)y sinking wells and constructing· embankments for~,.the storage 
of ·water, acquired thereby certain righta inthe;,sog·soJmprovE@.
'l'hesc rights are summed up and._ contained, in.· the_ term "bisw11~--~ 
dari," a name-.which is synonynt.ous wit4' the· term ~Ci·b.apotar.~'; 
in ~fewar and Marwar,, and with:Jbe term !~:miras ~' in Southern 
ln(li~., both of the..latte; words signi!ying. '\-ll(}Jit:1ble land/'.- ~A 
cultivator who had thus expended ·cap1ta.I w_as cons1gered protecte4 · 
from ejectment a~ long as he paid the, cus~o~~Y:_~.~!!~.;<>fthe 

(~... ,_,,~: ~ .... ~ ' . - - ·.' 
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produce of the improved land ; and he had a right to sell, mortgage, 
or make gifts of the well or the embankment which had been 
created by his capital or labour. The transfer of the well or 
the embankment carried with it the transfer of the improved land. 
These privi~eges were hercclitary, and the sum of them practically 
constitutes proprietary right. llence the term "bis,nid:ir" has 
come to mean " owner,'' and a right of ownership gradually grew 
up in permanently improved land . 
. . . In a district like Ajmer, where the rainfall is extremely 
precarious, unirrigated land was hardly regarded, and }JOssesseJ 
but little value. The State was considered owner of this as well 
as of the waste. A cultivator without a weJl, or at any rate an -
embankment, was looked on as·, and must always be, a waif, with 
no tie to bind him to the village wh~re he may reside. No man, 

. in l:act, cultivated the same unirrigated fields continuously ; the 
village boundaries were undefined ; there was always more 
unirrigated land around ·a village than could be cultivated by the 
number of ploughs, and the inhabitants of ea,ch village cultivated in 
each year according to their numerical strength and the character 

· of the season ; the State exercised the right of locating new hamlets 
and new tenants, of givillg leases to strangers who were willing 
to improve the land, and of collecting dues for the privilege of 
grazing over the w~ste from all tenants, whether biswadars or not. 

-: , Mr. Wilder and Mr. ]Iiddleton, the first Superintendents of 
Ajrrier, .. have recorded their opinion that waste-lands arc the 
property of ·the State. - ~Ir. Cavendish, their successor, whose 
experience was gained in the North-Western Provinces, considered 
them to belong to the village community. }fr. Edmonstone, who 

·made a ten years' settle~ent in 1835, investigated the question, 
and was clearly of opinion that the State was the owner. In his 
settlement· report, dated 12th ]lay 1836, he writes that the 
opinion of Sir Thomas ~Iunro, as regards the tenures in Arcot, 
seems to him peculiarly adapted to the tenures of Ajmcr, and is 

· entirely consistent with all the information he possessed. "The 
S.arkar possesses by the usage of the country the absolute right 
to dispose of the waste in all villages wp.ich are miras, as well as 
in tliose which are not." 

When Colonel Dixon commenced the construction of his tank. 
embankments in 1842, he acted as a steward to a great estate. 
He founded hamlets where he thought fit; he gave leases at 
privileged rates to those who were willing to dig wells, and distri
buted the lands under the new tanks to strangers whom he located 
in hamlets in the waste. In no instance did the old "biswadars" 
.imagine for a moment th;:tt their rights were being invaded, 
nor did they _consider that they were entitled to any rent or 
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tnalilcana front the new comers. Tl10' new. comers had:" the" san\e't 
rights a~ to sale and ·mortgage of impr:9,ved ·land· as t4e~;~old'r 
" JJiswadars." · "'· · ·. .. ,;, .. · .. : ,, ' 

Such 'vas tho tenure of the khrusa lands of Ajmer till the yt;ar: 
1819, when the village boundaries were for t11c first time denmr
cated, and, under the orders of Mr. Thomason, a village settlenieh~, 
was introduced. This settlement effected a radical change in th6:f 
tenure. It transformed the cultivating communities of the khals,~' 
-each n1ember of which possessed certain rights in improved land~, 
hut who as a community possessed no rights at -aU~into. u bnyt:t· ,· 
~hara, " prop .. rietary bodies. The essence of the mo~za~ar syst~r,U J. 
1s, that a defined area of land.-:.that, namely, which 1s enclosed' 
within tbe ·village boundaries-is declared to l:tc the property of tho" 
village community, and the community consists· of ·all thoserwzyo· 
arc rceorded as owners of land in the village. Tho change, how;..~· 
ever, was, unmarked, and even ·now is hardly understood,· ·a:q.a:· 
is not appreciated by the people. • Daily petitions are filed by men· 
anxious to hnprove tho waste, praying that Govbrninent · will:· 
grant them leases in its capitcitt of. landlord •. ,.· In .. many ·cas~i 
where Colonel Dixon established a new Jmmlet he3 assessed Jt 
separately from the parent village, i .. e~, tb.e )·evenue assessed hit:~ · 
each resident of the hamlet was added up ·'and ·'annotineed to thEi. 
hcadn1en· of the hamlet. The waste remainCd.'~·''the _"commoti'i 
Jlropcrty of the parent village and of the hamlets~ ·.~In 18,67 tliesd .,. 
hamlets were formed into distinct villages, the· .. 'taste adjacen' .~ 
to the hamlet being attached to it., The · biS'wadars o~ the·'· 
parent village retained no right over this land, nor do they iinri.g:f1le ·. 
that they possess any. In. this way there are now "139;: klui.IS~.· 
villages in Ajmer, against 85 at the time.of <J6Ionel-Dixonts 
settlement. · ,... · : ' · · ~ .. , ' 

'until the mouzawar settlement of is5o:therefore, the''t~rittw'· 
in the khfilsa was ryotwar. The State ownedthe land,, but'allowed~, 
certain rights to tenants who had spent capital ont ~nent . 
improYemcuts in the land SO improved •. This bimdle OI ''rights~~ 

·gradually came to be consi.dered pro~etary righ~, ~nd, siJ;t~~ 1~50 · 
tho State has abandoned 1ts exclus1v~ and undisputed· nght ()(. 
owucr~hip over unimproved land. ·· . · · .'' · ·. · ··: · · ·.<~~ 

The tenure of the feudal chiefs was originally. identical ·With:~ 
Istimrar. tha~ ~f ,the chiefs~ in the Na,tiv,P.. Stat~~ of~> 

•' .RaJputana. The estates were Jagfrs 'hel~ .. 
on condition of military service and liable to various feudal inci~~: 
dents. Colonel Tod, in his Rajasthan, volume I, page 167, tliuJ:' 
sums up the result of his inquiries into tho 1enU:re :-."A gra~f. 
of an estate is for tbq life of the hol~er with inheritance for·his· 
ofl'sl>ring in lineal _ilcsccnt or adoption'~ with:; tho sanction 'of t40'' 

. ..lJ. ' .. ·'· '· ', 
.'" . .t•l ..• 



( 20 ) 

prince, nnd rcsumnblc .for crime or incapncHy; this ·reversion 
· a:ncl power of resumption being marked by the usual ccrcmonie~ 
: on ench lapse of the grnntec, of sequestration (zalJti), of l'Clief, ~ 

(na:ardna) of homage and investiture of the heir." 
. · From all that can be discovered, the original tenure of tho 

mass of the'istimrar estates in Ajmer is exactly described in the 
nbovc quotation. The gronts were life-grants, but, like all similar 
tenures, they tended to become hereditary . 
. · None of these estates ever paid revenue till the t.in1c of 

the liarnthas in 1755 A.D., but were hclcl on the condition of 
military service. To exact tlrls service was for those freebooters as 
unnecessary as it would have been impolitic, and, in lieu, they 
assessed a sum upon each estate which presumedly bore son1e 
relation tcr the· number of hm"Se and foot soldiers which each 
chieftain had up to that· time been required to furnish. '11IC 
asses~ment, however, was very unequal, and took a much L.1.rgcr 
p~oporti'on of their income from the lesser chiefs than from the 
more powerful thakurs who were likely to resist and whom it might 
have been difficult to coerce, and wlw probably had a voice in set .. 
tling the contributions of the chiefs subordinate to them. On the 
cession of the district in 1818 A.D., the talukdars were found 
·paying a certain .sum under the denomination of ''}.lamia" or 
" Ain," and a number of extra cesses which amounted on the 
whol~ to half as much again as the ~Iamla. These extra ccsscs 
were collected till the year 1841, when, on the representation of 
Colonel Sutherland, Commissioner of Ajmcr, they were abandoned. 
In 1830, 1839, and 1841, the Government of India had declared 
that the estates were liable to re-assessment, and had given explicit 
orders for their re-assessment; but these orders were not acted on, 
nor apparently communicated to those concerned. The chiefs who, 

. at a very· early period of British rule, perhaps even before it, ha<.l 
acquired the title of istimrardars, no doubt considered themselves as 
holders at a fixed and permanent quit-rent. This belief of theirs 
was strengthened by the action of Government in 1841, when all 
extra cesses were remitted, avowedly on the ground that they 
were ":unhallowed ~Iarntha exactions," and thl" .1cmand of the 
State was limited to the amount which had been· assessed by the 
Marathn.s nearly a century before. The final orders of Government 
on this tenure were conveyed in the letter from the Secretary to 
the Government of India to the address of the Chief Commissioner, 

.No. 94R., dated 17th June 1873. The Viceroy consented to waive 
the right of Government in the matter of re-assessment, and to 
declare the prcscntasscssmentsof the chiefs to 1Je fixed in perpetuity. 
'l'his concession was accompaniell by a declaration of the liability 
of the estates to pay nazal'ana on successions; and the conditious on 
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wl•ich the istin1rarclars now hold, have been inoorporated in ; the 
sauatl which has been granted to each of them. . : .. 

'nu~1·c ar«~ in all 66 estat~s, · containing 240 villages, . with air···· 
area of 819,523 acres. The istimrar revenue is Rs. 1,14, 734~0:-l:IJ' ; 
and the estimated rent-roll of the istimr:iriliirs is Rs. 5,60,000 .. ·:~ 
In GO estates, all held by Rajputs, the . custoni of primogenitrirb',·; 
now obtains. Of these, however .. 11 only aro original fiefs; th&' 
ren1aindcr have been formed by sub.division in accordance with t~e· 
rules of inhetitancc. Originally the property was, on the d~th oF·' 
the parent, di vidcd equally among the ·sons, though in som<fcases 
the eldest son, called "Patwi," was considered entitled to a,Nlarge:t .. ' 
share than his younger brothers. A notable instance ·of th~ '\ 
operation of this rule is the separation of the Dcwalia estate frotri 
Dhina.i. In the next stage the succe8sor to the pat or ·gadl 
was, apparently by a fiction of sov-ereignty, considered· entitled to 
succeed to the estate, but provision was mado for t_he younger . 
l)rothers by the alienation to each of them of one village on 
gird~ tenure. The last instance of such an alienation ooourre4 
in the year 1823. In the third stage of the hist.ory of inheritance 
the estates ceased to be further sub-divided; and the provision for .. 
the younger n1embers of the Agnatic group was limited to the· .. , 
gra.nt of a well and a few b1ghas of land ~or life. This~ t}le -stag~ ; 
wh1ch has now been reached, though 1n· the smaller estate$ a, , 
fourth sta go 1nay perhaps be marked, in which t~e younger: 
ln·othcrs han~ become merely hangers-on at the table 1n the eldest~· 
brother's tnansion. So much remains of the ancient custom that· 
some provision for younger brothers iS considcred .imperative .on ' . t• , d, . . , cverv 1s 1mrar ar. · ' · · · - · :-::: 

'fhcrc arc six estates, each of a single· villag~, the tenure ~( 
which differs from that above described. :· Five 6f these are held; 
by coparcenary bodies; succession is regulated by ancestral -shareS; ·· 
and both land and revenue are minutely divided. . In one villiig<>-i 
Ka.rel, belonging to a community of Rahtors-the p;roperty of th.e'·· 
two chief n1cn of the village is distributed, on their death, intoorie~ 
share more than there are sons, and the eldest son takes a double· 
share. Rajaosi stands apart from all other istimrar estates. It 
hclongs to a Chita, who is sole istimrardar; but the land is owried/ 
not by him, but by the actual cultivators from who~ he ccill~ti~ 
a fixed shar~ of the produce, and himself pays a fixed revenue to ..
Government. One of these villages, Kotri, belongs ·to Chararis or~ 
Bhits, and was originally separated from the istimrar estate of 
Dhinai. The other five were stated by the kanunggs in the time 
of ~Ir. Cavendish to be khalsa villa,ges, and they probably shoul~ 
not have been included in the istimrar list. .. . · 

'l1!te subordinate rights in the istimrar. estates have never :~ 
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wl1ich the istin1rarclars now hold, have been incorporated in· the 
sanatl which has been granted to each of them.. . .. .. 

There ar,~. in all 06 estat-es,· containing 240 villages, with air 
area of 819,523 acres. The istimrar revenue is Rs. 1,14, 734~0~11;:,; 
::nul the estimated rent-roll of the istimrardars is Rs. 5,60,000. .. ~ 
In 60 estates, all held by Rajputs, the custom of primogenitrir~ ·t 
now obtains. Of these, hm\,.ever, 11 only are original fiefs; th&' 
ren1aindcr have been formed bv sub.division in accordance with tho 
rules of inhetitancc. Originaily the property was, on the death of' 
the parent, divided equally among the ·sons, though in some cases 
the eldest son, called "Patwi," was considered entitled to a'''larger, 
share than his younger brothers. A notable instance of th~ ~ 
operation of this rule is the separation of the Dewalia estate froni 
Bhina.i. In the next stage the successor to the pdt or ·gadl 
was, apparently by a fiction of sovereignty, considered entitled t<J 
succeed to the estate, but provision was mado for the younger 
l)rothcrs by the alienation to each of them of one village on 
girds tenure. The last instance of such an alienation oecurred 
in the year 1823. In the third stage of the hist.Qry of inheritanoo 
the estates ceased to be further sub-divided, and the provision for 
the younger n1cmbcrs of the Agnatic group was limited to the· .. , 
gra.nt of a well and a few b1ghas of land ~or life. This L? the -stag~, 
wlnch has now been reached, though 1n· the smaller estate$ a· 
fourth sta go 1nay perhaps be marked, in which the younger: 
ln·othcrs han~ become merely hangers-on at the table in the eldest~ 
brother's tnansion. So much remains of the ancient custom that· 
some provision for younger brothers is considered imperative on· 
cverv istimrctrd:ir. · · ' · · - ·· -!'! 

'fherc arc six estates, each of a single· villag~, the tenure C?f 
which differs from that above described.:· Five of thcs~ are held· 
hy coparcenary bodies; succession is regulated by ancestral shareS;·· 
and both land and revenue arc minutely divided. In one villiige--f 
J{arel, belonging to a community of Rahtors-the p;roperty of th~··: 
two chief n1cn of the village is distributed, on their death, into one~· 
share more than there are sons, and the eldest son takes a double· 
share. Rajaosi stands apart from all other istim.rar estates.· It 
belongs to a Chita, who is sole istimrardar; but the land is owned,·'· 
not by him, but by the actual cultivators from whom he cdllects'i. 
a fixed share of the produce, and himself pays a fixed revenue to·· 
Government. One of these villages, Kotri, belongs to Oharari.s or~ 
Blu1ts, and was originally separated from the istim.rar estate of 
Dhinai. rrhe other five were stated by the kanungos in the time 
of l\Ir. Cavenaish to be khalsa vill3:ges, and they probably should 
not have been included in tho istimnir list. ,, . · 

T!-te subordinate rights in the istimrar. estates have never:~ 
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formed the subject of judicial investigation, nor ha.T'c tl1c scttl~ .. 
n1cnt operotions of 1874 bf.'(_)u c.xtcndcd to the istimrtlr awa. 'l'ho 
principle followedntulcr British rule has been to leave the istintrar .. 
dars to mnnago tbcir own affairs, nnd to interft~rc 'vith thcn1 us 
little ns possible. Tbis principle bns been t·ccognizctllly tllc Oov
emor-Gencral in Council, who (parngrnplt 10 of letter No. 377fl., 
tlntcd 28th October 1871) "is clearly of opinion that in no caso 
ashouldthere be any attempt to effect a sub-settlement wltich is 

· not apparently ncedccl, and would probably cause dissatisfaction 
nn'l nlarm." It is well known, ho,...-evcr, that in most of the brgcr 
estates there nrc villnges held in jag{r by ChU.rans, J ogis, ancl others, 
nnd villages l10ld by .sub-talukdars, relations of the istinu:.l.rd:'tr, · .. 
who generally pay an unv~rying amount of revenue to the hcacl 
of the family, nnd who nrc succeeded in the sub-truukas lly their 
eldset sons •. As n gen~ro.l rule~ jag1r villages are not rcsutnnblc, 
nor can the sub-talukis be resumed except forvnlicl cause assigned. 
To meet. these cases it has been proposed to insert a clause to tho 
following effect in-the subsktntive law of Ajmer :-
. " Sub .. talukdars and jag1rdars in the istimrar estates slmll 
continue to enj6y the rights of which they arc at present possessed, 

. except where. valid reason.shall be shown, to the satisfaction of tho 
Chief Commissioner, for the abrogation of any of them." 

The istimrardarshave always claimed to be owners of the soil, 
a.nd their claim has been allowed. The prevailing opinion is, that all 
cultivators are tenants-at-will; but there arc good groun(.ls for 
hesitating. to· ad~S! this conclusion. :Mr. Cavendish's inquiries 
extended to 296 v · gcs, and in 158 villages the th:ikurs disclaimetl 
the right of ouster of 'cultivators from irrigu.ted and improvc(l 

. land, where ~he means of irrigated or the improvement had been. 
· p1·ovided by the labour or capital of the cultivator. It was generally 

admitted that such land could nClt be mortgaged or sold; but tho 
isti.m.rardars allowed th..'lt the cUltivators had a right of re-entry on 
their· land, on their return to the village within a reasonable tin1e. 
In 161 villages 'Air. Cavendish fotmd hereditary cultivators whose 

-rights were the same as those of the owners of wells. Uninigatcd 
and unimproved land was universally admitted to be held on a 
tenure-at-will from the istimrardar. lir. Cavendish reeommende(l 

· the extension of the principle thus admitted by most of tho 
- thakurs as to the rights of owners of wells to the. estates of 

those chiefs who- had boldly claimed the right of ouster from all 
land. On this subject the opinion of Colonel Dixori, as conveyc(l 
in a memorandum addressed to Sir Henry Lawrence nnd datc{l 
28th Au.gust 185,1, is deserving of attention: "The chiefs of 
villages are reckoned as biswadars within their own estates. It 

. is_ a 1ight which is rarely exercised by them1 for nll cultivators 
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wlm have sunk.wells would, in the eye of the law,·be considered 
their o'Yncrs, and not dispossessed without cause assigned, and 
without being remunerated for their outlay. In bar:ini and 
tallt bi lands tho people cultivate according tQ the pleasure of. the· 
th{tkur." 'l1hc principle, that those who have expended capital 
iu the imp1·ovcment of the soil acquire thereby .a .• right in it, 
is perfectly in unison "\\ith the land. system of the . country; . 
and whenever an inquiry is n1ade into the rights of individual 
cultivators and a record is prepared, this principle must form the 
ll:1sis of adjudication. ·As a n1atter of fact, disputes between an 
i':;timrurdar and the tenants hardly ever come before QJl.r courts. ; -. 

The subject pf ja,gir estates was investigated by· a. inixed 
J' i committee o:F Government ·officials. and 

ag r. jagirdaJ;S, and the report of the commit., . 
f('(~, dated 16th }fay. 1874, contains a history-'of each ~state. 
Out of a total area of 150,838 acres, yielding an average 
rental of Rs. 91,000, 65,472 acre~ belong to -the endowments 
of shrines and sacred institutions; and yield an income_ of about 
Us. -:1.3,000. The remaining jagirs are enjoyed by individuals and 
ecrtain classe~ specially designated in the grants. No conditions
of military or other service are attached to the tenure of any jag:ir:~ 

In all jftgir estates the revenue is collected by an estimate of. 
the produce, and money-assessments are unknown. As was the 
case in the khalsa before Colonel Dixon's settlement, .the .. ideas of . 
rent and revenue are confounded under the ambiguous term 
" IIasil ;" and, until the year 1872, tho relative status. of the 
ja.girdars and cultivators as regards the ownership of the· sdil was . 
quite undefined. On the 13th August 1872 a judicial declaration 
was 1nade under Regulation VII of 1822, and the main points. are 
as follow :-First, all those found in possession of.land irrigated or. 
irrigah1e from wells or tanks, which wells or tanks were not prove(\. 
to l~e constructed by the jagfrdar, were declared owners of sncli 
land ; secondly, the jagll.·dar was declared owner of iiTigated land 
in which the means of irrigation had been provided by him, of. 
unirrigatcd land, and of the waste. . -· · ·· ·:: ,. 

· 'l'he tenure known as bhum is.- peculiar to Ra,jputs. The word 
m , · . itself means " the soil," and'· the ... name 

• mm, . llhumia properly signifies "the allodial 
r,roprictor~' as distinguis~ed from the feudalchief and the. tenant, 
of cro'\Yn-lands. According to Colonel Tod, volume I,. page :168: ·~. 
the blrumias in lie war are the descendants of the· earlier p~ces 
who, on the predominance of new clan~, ceased to come to court 
and to hold the higher grades of rank. They continued, however; . 
to hold their land, and became an·:armed husbandry, nominally 
1xtying a small quit-rent to the crown, but practically ,.~empt. 
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· In course of tin1c, varions kinds o[ l>hlim g1•cw up, wl1ielt, unlike 

the original allodial holding, were foundccl on grants, hut had tld~ 
apparently in comyp.ou, that a hcrcclitar:j", non-rcstnnablc, nnd 
inalienable property in the soil was inseparalJly boull(l up with ~ 
revenue-free title. Bh1im was given as "Mundkati," or con1pcn-

. sation for bloodshed ( ~ehrgcld), in order to quell a feud, for 
. ·:distinguished services in the field, for protection of a border, or for 

watch and ward of a village. 'Vhatever the origin of the bln1m 
holding, however, the tenure was identical, and so cherished is 

, the title of Bhumia, that the greatest chiefs· arc solicitous to 
obtairi. it; even in villages entirely dependent on tl10ir authority •. 
The ~faharnja of Kishangarh, the 'l'luikur of Fathegarh, tho Thakur 
of Junia, thc_Thakur of Bandunwara, and the Tluikur of 'l'antoti, 
are among the bh(rmias of Ajmcr. . 
. ··- There are 109 bhum holdings iri Ajmcr, and, except in tlwsc 

. cases where a raja or ari istimrardar is also a bh(tmia, the property 
passeS to all children equally. It is probable that none of these 
holdings are original allocts, but belong to the class of assinlilatcd 
allods. 'V'e should· have expected to find as bhWnias tl10 
representatives of the tribes which ruled in ·.A.jmer in forn1et 
days,-ChoMn, Pramar, and Gaur R:ljputs. It is true that nine 

.. holdings are held by Gaurs; but the bhumias are nearly all P"'"thtors, 
<. the descendants or the younger branches of the families of the 

istimr:lrdars, and none of these can lay claim to an origin ascending 
'higher than that of the estates from which they· sprang. 
Whatever the origin of the holdings, however, the rights and duties 
of all bh:Umias came in course of time to be identical. At first the 
land was revenue-free, subsequently a quit-rant was imposed but 
irregularly colle.cted, and this quit-rent was abolished in the year 
18.1!1 along with the extra cesses from istimrardare. Tho duties of 
the bhumias were three in number: first, to protect the village in 

· which the bhum is, and the village cattle, from dacoits; secondly, 
to protect the property of. travellers within their 'illagc from 
theft and robbery; and thirdly, to indemnify pecuniarily sufferers 
from a crime which they ought. to have prevented. 

This last incident was a peculiar featUI·e of the Ajmer tenure, 
and grew out of the custom of Rajputana that the Raj. should 
compensate losses of travellers lly theft or robbery committed in 
its territory. This custom is still carried out by the International 
Court of Vakils. Where the theft or roblJery has occurred in a 
village belonging to a fief, the chieft.'lin to whom the village 
belongs is called on to indemnify the sufferers ; and the istimrardars 
of Ajmcr have always been compelled to indemnify sufferers from 
thefts and robberies committed on their estates. Shnilarly, a 
j:igirdir to whom the State has transfer1·ed its rights and duties 
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is pecuniarily liable. Wl1en tho theft or robb~ry is committed in 
a khalsa village ip. which tho Raj occupies the position of lantllord, · 
the State itself has to pay compensation.i In no case bas tho 
cultivating comm1.mity of a khalsa or jagir village been called on to · 
11ay indemnity. In A.jmer, the State, .finding this responsibility 
1nconvenicnt, transferred it to a bhUm.ia as a condition of tho 
tenure; but in kluUsa villages, where there are no bhUmias, tha 
State still remains responsible •. · .. . · .. ·. , · · .r 

Ilowever useful the system of pecuniary indemnification may·,: 
have been, and however well adapted it was to the times of· 
nnarchy in which it had its birth, there is no doubt that in ··Ajmel' . 
it has long ucen morihWld, though it still shows spasmodic signs. 
of existence. 'Vhen the average rental enjoyed by :a bhumia is 
only Rs. 17 a year, it is hopeless to ~xpect that-more than a 
very few bln1mias could compensate. even a ve;ry moderate loss. 
If the stolen property exceeded a few hundred .rupees in- value;'· 
none could from the assets .Of their bhtim indemnify the. sufferers. 
The progress of civilization, roads and railways, and the. freer~. 
intercom·se which arises between States,· inevitably. doom this' .. 
device of a rude state of society. The transition COIDII!-enced·some · 
time ago in Ajmer, when the Thakur of Junia, who is hereditary: 
blnimia of the town of, Kekri, was. permitted . to · .cotnmq,te .. })is. 
1·csponsibility for compensating losses with the establishment -of 
a force of watchmen in , the- town. As soon .as. the Native States· · 
ador)t a system of regular policetl; tliis, distinctive feature of ~he 
bhunt ten)lre must have vapished$ and Government .in· 1874 
sanctioned the .proposal to abolish the pecuniary. responsibility; 
and to revert to what seemed to be the original. incidents of l the 
tenure, to hold the bhtimias liable . as. an.· armed. militia.•.to bQ~ 
called out to put down.riots and pursue dacoits and. rebels,_and ... 
to take from them a yearly quit-rent under. the name of naza~ '. 
1·ana. · · · ~ , , '· . .. ... ·, ~ ·;:. · · ·1·· ' ·• .. • ,. ;.:· · 

'l'he above sketch ·will have shown that it is probable that the . 
• Th State. , ~ State still possesses largerpropri~taryrights . 

c in the 'lcluUsa viJ.la,ges . of, .Ajme:r .. than it 
·possesses in 1nost other parts of the Bengal~ .Presidehcy ~ · In 
istunrar estates, on the other hand, the S~ate has few OJ,' no rights· 
beyond that of taking a fixed revenue. In jag:lr ~ges the 
State has assigned its rights to others. To the Stat~_·belpng .in .. 
sole proprietary right all mines .of metals in khaJ.sa,' villages, while· 
for its own purposes it can quarry, free of .• paymentf ~here .and 
to what extent it pleases. This principle was re~ognized in ,tho 
letter from the Secretary to the Government, of India, ·No. 220R~1 
dated lOth N ovcinbc1· 1873.. Twa.:. ranges of- hills ucar Ajn1cr~". 
that of Taragarh and that of Nagpahar, have _boen.,4e..c~l·cd to bo;· 

•. ~ . -: 
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'the property o£ ·Government. The tank-cmlJankmcnt.s of Ajnwr 
La\-e almost all ucen made by the Stntl', nnd Government is the 
owner of the embankment nnd of nll that grows thereon: Under 
the fol'('st ordinance (ltegula.tion I of 1874), the Stn.tc has reserved 
to itself the ·tight to resume from the village communities tho 
manugemcnt of any trac_t of waste or hilly land, the proprietary 
right, subject to certain conditions, being vested absolutely in 
Government as long as the land is required for forest purposes. 
· .Merwam possessed no .settled government till 1822, when it 

...... . · came under llritish mn.na!!emcnt. The 
Auerwara. l · . '-' 

· · . poop e found the occupation of plunder 
more. profitable and congenial than that of agriculture. No·
·crops were sown except what was actually necessary for the scanty 
population. 'l~e tn.nks were constructed and used exclusively for 
the purpose of providing water for tne cattle. No revenue or rent 
was p::tid •. · The llajputs were never able to obtain a finn footing in 
the country~ Whatever sn1all revenue they could get from it was 
obtained at a cost both of life and money far exceeding its value. 
Under such circumstances tenures could not spring up. Colonels 
Hall and Dixon, to whom the civilization of the !Iers is due, 
treatedlienvarn as· a great zrunindari, of which they we1·e the 
managers, and Government the 01\'llcr. Their word was law; they 
founded hn.mlets, gave leases, built tanks, and collected one-third of 

·the produce o~ the soil as revenue. At the settlement of 1851 all 
cultivators who had recently been settled in the villages were 
recorded as owners of the land in their possession equally with the 
old inhabitants. 

Sales and Morlgages.-One peculiarity of tlw land-tenure of 
Ajmer-1\fenvara should not be omitted: it is tlw entire absence of 
the custom of sale, whether voluntary or enforced. Private sales of 
land appear to have been practically unknown till about a gcnero
tion ago, nor has any land ever bee_n sold for arrears of I'CYcnuc. 
Sale of lanu in execution of decrees of the civil court has been 

·prohibited as contr~ry to ancient custom. ~Iortgages, however, are 
only too common, and many of them differ in no respect from 
sales. 

]{on-proprietary Oultil:ators.-At the settlement of 18'74,nearly 
all cultivators were recorded as pro1Jrietors, and a non-proprietary 
cultivating class hardly exists in the kluilsa of either Ajmcr or 
:?.Ierwara. "'ll.cn there are tenants, they pay generally the same 
share of produce as the prop1·ictors themselves paid before the 
regular settlement. The few maurusi cultivators recorded by 
Colonel Dixon pay distributed shares of the Government 1·evenue. 
1'hcrc is no rent-law in the province. Rents are universally taken 
in kind, and suits fo1· al'l'CUl'S hanlly ever come before the courts, 
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Suits for enlmncement are unknown. Custom, and not competi~
tion, regulates the rate of rent. The istimrardars and the jagir;. 
dars collect their rents without the intervention of" the courts, and ,.· 
in these estates there are not cultivators for tho -land that still 
remains to be brought under cultivation. The population hitherto ·. 
has been periodically decimated by famine;· and as.no. Rajput 
will, if he can possibly avoid the necessity; ever touch a plol!gh, 
cnltiYators are still at a premium. · 

POPULATION AND C1ASTES. 
- .· " 

Populatior~ and Oastes.-The ·total population of Ajmer-Mer~ 
. . . wara by. the census of 1876 was ,39~,33r,-

censns Statlt;be!f. .exclusive of Europeans, of whom 558 'Were' 
enumerated in 1872. There were 93,464 houses .. Of the 'popu~~ 
lation, 212,267, or 53·4percent., were males; and 184,064,_or 4&6 
per cent., fem.ales. Adults were counted at 270,910, o( which. 
number 143,967 were males and 126,943 females; childr~ were 
counted at 125,421, of which number 68,300 were boys and 57,.121 
girls. Classed by occupation, 63,537 males over 15 years 'of .age. 
were agriculturists; non-agriculturists were 69,996. 'Hindus, 
with whom Sikhs and J ains were classed, were returneg as 348,248~ 
or 87•8 per ·cent. of th~. popu!a;ti~n. 'lfu~mmadah~ wer~ ~1·9 
per cent., or 47,310. Native Chr1~tians were returned ~t 715_, and . 
Parsis at 58. ;· ., . . · . t: :·~ · . · · . . . ' 

The Hindus, forming the lar_ge~t portion of .. ili~\1 population:·, 
may be thus divided :- • · · _:. · · · ··· ·· · · · · · 

Brahmans . •• · . . . 19,58!' · · 
Ksbatriyas .:~ , 14,558· 
Vaisyas (mercantile tribe, &c.). • :~ . 38,316 · · 
Hindu religious order~ . . . . . .. · • 3,252 ' .-. i 
Sudras (miscellaneous Hindu castes) . .. .. _188,413, . 
Aboriginal tribes (Bbfls, Minas, and Mers) ... ,60,107 
Ot.bers (including Sikhs, Marathas, Bengalis, . , 

and unspecified tribes) · ·~· · 24,021' 

i '" 348,248 
. ' 

· 'rhc whole census of Ajmer and Merwara, with a third of. a 
million of inhabitants, cost Rs. 7 40. Including the k11Alsa ~nd ··~ 
jagir villages, but excluding the istimrar. villages, there are 190 · 
villages in Ajmer. There are 241villages in the Be~wart~hsiland · ~-
88 in.To~gar~l; and these numbers must be borne in ~d ~tracing 
the (hstr1butwn. of the castes. . . . . · . , · , 

Land-owning Oastes.-1£ the account just given of the tenure fn. .. 
the kluilsa and jagfr portions of · Ajmer, has been followed,. it will' .> 
not be a matter of s~rprise that Ra,jputs own hardly apy land except :· · 

.. E 
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bh-Ltm and istimr:ir, or that G7 castes ·were found in rossession or pro
.prietary rights at the re-vision of settlement in 187-.t. As no 
. Rajput will. touch a plough unle~s forced by necessity, none 
would have cared to take land other than on bh-L1m or taluktlari 
tenure, and the crown tenants, as well ns the tenants of the jag1r 
.estates, are mainly the descendants of the aneicnt cultirators of 
the soil who have held their land. in all the dynastic changes 
through which Ajmer has passed. · '"\nere every man who dug a 
well became owner of the land irri.gate(l therefrom, and whrrc a 
cultivator without a well is considered a waif, with no tic to bind 
·him to the village where he mayre~oide, the l~.nd-owning castes must 
.bo nearly co-extensive with the cultivating castes; anll such is found .. 
to be the case. Of the 190 Ajmer villages, 52 arc held by J ~Us, ul 

·belong to Gujars, 51 to Mers, 4 ·to ll6jputs, 2 to Deswali 1\[usal
nuins; eight castes hold one villag(~ each,-Christian, )!ali, Sayyid, 
·pathan, l\Iughal, llanjara, .Ahir, and Fakir. In th~ rcm.'lining 
:22 villages there is no exclusive caste ownership; the principal 
>eastes in the~e villages are fourteen in nun1ber: ~J61is, Telis, :\Im·s, 
1\Ierats, Deswalis, Gpjars, Brahmans, Rajputs., Malmjans, Kayaths, 
Kharols, Ahi.rs, Rebaris, and Regr~rs.. The remaining land:-owning 
-castes have f{(W representatives, and are scattered over many villages . 
. · The four :Villages belonging to Rajputs are Arj1mpurn j:lgir, 
A.rJunpura khalsa~ Gola, and Khori; the two former belonging 
·t~ Gaur Rajputs, the two latter to Rahtors. This exception, 
l10wever, only pro"Ves the conclusion o.f the foregoing paragraph. 
:Arjunpura jagir. was given on eondition of protecting. the road, 
~nd assimilates to a bh-ttm tenure. The land is sub-divided among 
the descendants of the original grantee. .A.rjunplli'a kb:ilsa stawls 

. :quite alone l)_y itself as the only zaminclari tenure in the district, 
with the exception of ~Iuhammadgarh, where the tenure has been 
e1·eated hy the British Government, and narrowly escaped being 
.chssed with the istimrar estates. Gola was held on istimrar tenure 
till shortly before the establishment of British ru1e. K.hori was 
originally a l\Ier village, but the Hahtors held a large amount of 
bhtim in it, ·and gradually turned out the ~Iers. In short, where 
R:.l.jputs hold jagir or khalsa land, it will generally be found that it 
is the relic of a t~lukdari tenure, or of a jagir grant, or an ertcroac11 .. 
n1ent by bhumias; . · 

Itajputs were returned in the census papers of 187G at 14,558. 

11
.• • It is a curious fact illustrative of the great 

· aJP~ts. ·yi~issitudes of early times, that, though 
Aj1ner '\vas held for over a thousand years by Chohans, there are 
now few Chohans to l)e met with in the province. They must be 
looked for in Haravati, in Alwar, and in the desert of Nagar 
P{u·khar, whither they have been pushed by the Rahtors -who 



( 35 ) 

l1:1.T'e occupied their place as the ruling lribe, and who in numbers,. 
wealth, and power greatly 11reponderate over the other Rajput 
clans who hold land in the district. Thes~ are- three- in numhet
-Gaur, Scsodia, and K...-whhwaha.;- and it will be· convenient to._ 
eon~ider them in the order' of their anival in the provinCe; for-
a definite date can be fixed for the arrival of each~:- -· ·-

In the time of Prithvi Raja Chohari, Raja Bach~j_ aud Raja 
Bawan, Gaur R-a,jpUts from Ben~l, came 

Gaur. to Ajmer on the customary pilgrriruige to-
Dwarikar Prithvi Raj engaged the brothers in an expedition 
against :paya Singh of Nag?r w~ch was succes.sf~ an~ \subs~
q_uently each of them mamed a ~ughter o:f Pr1thn J!.aJ.:,· ~Ja. _ 
Ba waQ. settled at Kuchiman in Marwar; Raja BachraJ remained 
in Ajtncr. In course of time, Junia, Sarwar, Deolia,~ and~ thf:t 
adjacent country, fell into the hands of the Gaur Rajputs, and to-

' the head of the clan Humayun gave a mansab of 'l;DOO.. In ~-4e 
thne of .A . .kbar, Raja Bital Das founded the town of ~jgarh~ arid:
called it after the name of his grandson, Raj Singh. -,The son· of". 
the latter took Srinagar from the Powar Ra,jputs, who have now 
disappeared .from the district. This-, however, was the climax· of 
the pros}lCtity of- the Gaur Rajputs, for soon afterwards they were
ejected from Rajgarh and all their· territory 'by Kishan ~Singh, 
Uahtor. .A.fter twenty-five years -of dispossession Gopat:' Singh 
recovered Rajgarh, and the Gaurs were i~ posscssion·:when the 
country fell into the hands of the Marathas .. ,The·Mamthas in: 
1817 resumed Rajgarh a~ the twelve yillages attached to it, as. 
the Raja was unable to pay a contribution of; Rs. 10,000 Fouj; 
l{harch. On the establishment of British rnle, th~se villages were 
returned on the condition of payment of nazar~ ;. but,. as the- . 

. , nazarana was not, or could not, be paid, the .whole ,was resumed 
with the exception of o-ne small village, ·leo~j, and,. until 
1874, remained khalsa: In' March 1874 the town of· Raj
garb was presented in jagir· to Raja Devi Singh, the repro:.. 
sentative of this ancient but fallen house; and the graceful gene~ 
rosity of Government has been thm'Oughly approoiated by all 
cl.asses of the community. The GaUl· Rajputs hold ,Ia:nd)n four.•, 
·teen villages. The descendants of Bftal Das ve·::jagirdars o(
Rajgarh and Kotaj, and bhUm:ias of Danta and Jatia~ · The des• · 
ceudants of Balram, a- younger ~rother of Bital ·nas, ,~are .the 
istimr:irdar of ~1:anoharpur, and the· bhumias of Sanodh, N andla,. 
N earan, La:vera; Dudiana, and' Jharwasa. The descendants of 
Raja Baw:an are jt1girdars of Arjunpu1-a jagir, are. owners and 
blnimias of, Arjunpura khalsa, and hold\bhUm. in TUbeji. · . · ·· . 

It is tmnecessary in this place t9 give a detailed history of the 
n 

1 
. . . · ,, Rahtors, t.he great conquering race whicb, 

w Jtois. in the year 1212, abandoned the n1ined 



( 36 ) 

capital of Kanouj .and founded a kingdom i-~ the desert of 1\.Iar
war : such an account- belongs more properly to the Gazetteer of 

. Jodhpur. All the talukdars of Ajmcr, with the exception of the 
Thakur of ~Ianoharpur, the Thakur of Sa war and his relations, and 
the Ch:itas.of 1.Ierwara descent, who hold four villages on istimr:ir 
tenure; are Rahtors, and all trace their descent from Seoji, the 
founder of the mon::ll'chy. Of the 109 bhum holdings in the di~
trict, 83 are held by Rahtors, nearly all 'the younger sons aml bro· 
thers of the istimrardars. The Itahtors of .Ajmer have the same 
customs and characteristics as their brethren in 1\Iarwar. They 
al'e still warlike and indolent,· and. great consumers of opimn. 
Ea~h man :carrios at lcust a dagge1:, and, except under extreme __ 
pressure, none will touch a plough. 

The pargana of Sawar, at the south-eastern extremity of the 

8 
od" · · · .Ajn1er cHstrict, is held on istimrar tenure 

es Ia.- by Sesodia Ra,jputs, and the estate is a · 
· portion of a grant maue by Jehangir.to Gokal Das, who is said to 
. have received eighty-four wounds in the service of the emperor. 

The pargana of PhUlia was originally part of the khalsa of Ajmer1 

and was given by Shahjehan to the Raja of Shahpura, a scion of 
the royal house of 1\Iewar. ·.For many years the Superintendents of 
Ajmer continued to exercise interference in the afiairs of this par
gana, but in 1847 it was permanently assessed at Its. 10,000, and 
the· Raja of Shahpura is no longer counted among the istimr:irdars 
of .Ajmer; he is considered a tributary prince who holds of the 

· 13ritish Government for PhUlia, and of 1\fewar for tbe rest of 
his territory. There is a family of Sesodias who arc blrumias in 
Ncpoli. Besides' these there are no other Sesodias in the 
.district. 

·The Kachhwah.a Rajputs, like the Sesoclias, arc to be found in 
Kachllwaha. • thevillagesadjoiningtheir respective States 

of J aipur and Udaipur, and hold bhum in 
five villages. They are settled principally in the villages of Harmara 
and Tilornia; in· the extreme north of the .A.jmer district. The 
most noteworthf. family, that of ThalLir Hnrnath ~ingh of liar. 
mara~ has hacl a chequerecl career. Harnath Singh, the ancestor 
of the family; received a jagirof six Tillages from Aurangzeb. 'fhe 

· estate was partially resumed by the Rahtors, and ·wholly by the 
1\Iarathas, and the present re1Jresentative of the family, Th(Lkur 
Harmith Singh, who alone of all the bht'1mias in the district i~ 
entitled to the appellation of Thakur, holds now some 800. acres 
of blnim in Harm:ira ancl Tilornia. - . 

The J :its were numbered at the census of 187G ·at 30,-:tSG. 
Thev with the GuJ·aTs are the ori•~inal ol' ' . 0 -
cultivators of tho soil, and considerably 

outnumber any other caste. Nearly the ''"hole of the Ramsar 
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1mrgana belongs to them. They are· settled in Kekri, and in, 
tla· · hc:-,t villages of the Ajmer and Rajgarh parganas. Tubeji, 
SLU'aclhua, 1\Iakrera, J ethana, Bndhwara, and Pecholean belong 
to .T :Hs. In the Beawar tahsil they hold seven villages, chiefl1 
in and about the old town of Beawar adjoining the Ajmer 
district ; for they never penetrated far into Merwara, and are 
not to be found in the 'rodgarh tahsil. They are divid~d into 
tb ree main families,-Puniyo, Sishmo, ~nd Harchitral ; but their 
!Juls are more than a hundred. As elsewhere, they are strong 
1ncn and hard-working cultivators. They hold no revenue-free 
lan<l, nor any bhuru ; they have in Ajmer double as much land as 
the G njars, and pay three times as much revenue, partly no doubt 
owing to their having monopolized the best villages, bu~ chiefly· 
to their greater energy in making wells and improving their land. 

The J ats worship a variety of gods, including Mata and 
Le end of Te'a'i. }fa~adeo, but the chief object of yene-

g J l ration for all the J ats of Marwar, AJmer, 
and Kishangarh is Tejaji, whose legend is as follows. - Teja was 
a Jilt of Karmila near Nagor, in Marwar, who lived eight hunched 
and sixty years ago, and had been married at Rupnagar, in· 
Kishangarh. . \Vllile grazing his cattle, he observed that a cow 
belonging to a Brahman was in the habit of going daily to a 
ecrtuin place in the jungle where the milk dropped from her 
udder. },urther observation showed that the milk fell into-a hole 
inhabited by a snake. Teja agreed with the snake to supply him 
daily with milk, and thus prevent the Brahman suffering loss. 
Once ·when he was preparing to visit his father-in-law, he forgot 
the compact, and the snake, appearing, declared that it was neces- . 
sary he should bite Teja. Teja stipulated for permission to first 
yisit his father-in-law, to which the snake agreed. Teja proceeded 
on his j()uruey, and at Kishangarh rescued the village cattle from 
a band of robbers, but was desperately wounded in the encotj).ter. 
::.\1indful of his promise to return, Teja with difficulty reached 
hmne and presented himself to the snake, who, however, could 
find no spot to bite-so dreadfully had Teja been cut ,up by the 
robbers. Teja therefore put out his tongue, which the snake bit, 

. and so he rued. The Jats believe that if they are bitten by· a 
snake and tic a thread round the right foot while repeating· the 
name of Tejaji, the poison will prove . innoquous. · Ther~ is n, 
temple to Tejaji at Sarsara in Kishangarh, and a fair is held in 
July. ':fejaji is always represented as a man on horseback with 
a drawn sword, while a snake is biting his tongue .. Nearly all 
JtUs wear~ an amulet of silver with this device round their necks. 
Colonel Dixon singled out Tejaji as the. patron of the fair he 
e:,tablished in his new town of Nayanag~. 
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Some customs of the J ats deserve mention. 1\Iarr:iagc is not 
. c t 1 th J·(t ' · allowed within the sanie g(Jt, and takes 

us oms o e u s. l ll 1_t . l'f l . · . . p ace genera y m er In 1 e t 1an In V pper 
India~ A cocoanut and n. n1pee, l,"lllblems of fertility and wealth, 

_are sent to the house of the bride. There, the brotherhood is
collected, and the contract is concluded by throwing the cocoanut 
and the rupee into the lap of the bride. The day i~ then fixed by 
thf.Y bride's parents ; and the "barat,'' which consists generally of 
twenty-five to thirty men, reaches the vil1'lgc in the evening. At 
the appointed time, the bridegroom proceeds to the bride's house 
in red clothes and with a sword in his hand. The village carpen·
ter affixes . a frame of wood, called a · torun, over the door, and 
this the bridegroom strikes with his sword and enters the house:· 
The torun is a cross-barred frame resembling a wicket, and 
the custom is probably a relic of t~e marriage by conquest. All 

, castes put up toruns, and, as they are not removed, they mav bo 
seen on half the houses in the district. \\""hen the bridegroom" has 
entered _the house, the Brahman causes him and the bride to 
gn·round a :t;ire lit in the centre of the room. This is the ceremony 
called" Phera," and is the only one used. The second day there is 
a feast, and the bridal party then disperses. The bride's father takes 
money, Rs. 84 bemg the fixed amount. The bridegroom's father 
spends about Rs. 200, the bride's father nearly as much, and the sub
sequent guna, when the bride's father gives turbans to his son
in·law and relatives, costs him about Rs. 150 more. 

Among the J ats, as among the Gujars, ~Ialis, and all the tribes 
of ~Ierwara, widow-marria00'e is the. rule, 

Custom o£ Natha.-
. and is called "Natha." A man camwt 

marry his younger brother's widow, but may that of his elder brother. 
The younger brother has the first claim on the widow's hand; but 
if he does not marry her, any one in the g6t may do so. No feast to 
the urotherhood is given in N atha, and consequently this species 
of maniage is much less expensive than the other. No disability 
of any kind attaches to the children of a N atha marriage : young 
widows are manied off bv their· husband's relations, who take 
about Rs. 100 or Rs. 150 .. from the second husband. Formerly · 
the widows were not allowed much choice as to whom they should 
marry, and were generally given to the highest bidder; and in the 
early accounts of the ~Iers the custom is stigmatized as revolting 
under the name of sale of women. As a matter of fact, grown-up 
widows can now choose for themselves, though, when they do, 
the punchayet generally orders a certain Slilll to be paicl to the 
deceased husband's relations. These orders are often contested, and 

. are not enforced in the courts. - If a "iclow chooses to remain 
so, she is not forced to marry; and, in all castes, a widow who 
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lms no sons retains her deceased husband's property tfu her d&ath 
or her re-n1arriage. She cannot n1ortgage except in order to pay · 
her husl1and's debts or to marry her daughter. The custom of · 
N atlu't arose out of the right of property supposed t6 be derive(l 
from the sutu paid to the bride's father on the occasion of the. 
marriage .engagement, and the condition of. widows is infinitely ' 
preferable under the custotu, than if they were forced to remain,· 
unmarried all their liYes. ColorielHallhasreeorded that,while llEf 
was complaining that women were sold as sheep, the women thenil ... · 
selves, so far from considering it a grievance~ were flattered by the~ 
pavment of a high price as a testimontto their beauty and useful.;. 
nc~s. Raj puts and Brahmans are the only castes who do not practise 
N M 1u1; with the Raj puts the custom of sati is the alternative .. , ·Raj~ 
put wives and concubines all long to become sat is, and, were the cus~ 
tom not sternly repressed, it w<tuld now be flourishing in. Ra,jpubina~ 

The chief waste of money among the J ats and other .Hindu 

0 } castes is on the oecasion of a feast to the 
t. ler customs. b th h d h elfth d . ft . h ro er oo on t e tw . . ay a er t e 

death of a relation. If, however, the feast is not 
0 

given on the_ 
twelfth day, it may be given at any thne, and the mahajans stir 
up the people to perform these ceremonies. J ats, \lialis, Gujars, 
and !Ie1-s eat three times a day. The early meal is ca:p.ed sz~raman, · 
and consists of the food remaining over from the preceding day. 
The mid-c~ay meal is called bkdt or rota, and consists~£ barley,. 
or maize bread with g'l'Cens and buttermilk. The eve:t;rlng meal; 
called byarn, generally consists of soaked maize and puttermilk. 
All castes smoke tobacco and present it to strangers, and h~ who 
consun1es most is the best man. · · 

The Gujars hold 35 villages in all parts of the Ajmer district · 
ou·~ns. and 3 .in Beawar "tahs~, where they are , 

• J settled m the outlymgvillages of.Jethgar~ ·' 
and J?hyronkhera, in the J\Iewarplain ... They were returned~ tq.e··· 
census of 1876 at 29,345. They are· careless.· cllltiv~tors{·'and 
devote their energies to grazing cattle~.: Those who. live near 
Ajnier sell milk and butter in the 'town. Their .chief. diyinity is 
Deoji, who was a Gujar of Bednar, in lie war, some seV:en. hundred 
years ago, and worked miracle~ ?-'hell: c~stoms are idell.tical 
11ith those of J ats; but the GuJars m Merwara' have· adopted· a 
custo1n of inheritance from the Mers by which the'·proJ!e~ty is· 
divided aecording to wives, and not according to sons. ;,. G11Jh,rs and 
.J ~1.ts ·will ea~ together. The chief men of the Gujars;a~ ~l.ed· 
l1Ihr ; the ch1ef men of J ats are called Chowdhry or Patel~··:~ ,. 

Br~Urmans were counted in the census of 1876 at 19,58llt·The 
Bralrinans of }lerwara·eat meat, and,have 
no dealings with the other B;rahma~. · Brahmans. 
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Brahmans are not ,generally· cultivators, but hold revenue-free 
. land in nearly every Yillage. Of the 

. Vaisya. V • 'b 1 hi msya tn e, t 1e two c. ef castes are the 
Agarwals, who derive their name from Agar Sen, who lived at Ag
ro<la, in llariana; and the Oswals, who trace their birth-place to 
O~anagri in ].!arwar. These two classes of merchants and traders 
are followers oi the Jain religion, and are generally well off. Other 
Vaisya castes are ~Iaheshwaris, Eijaburjis, Khandelwals, and 
Dhusars. , 

The Kayaths say they are a caste intermediate between the 
Vaisyas and Sudras, and some wear the 

'Kayaths ~nd mixed castes. Brahmanical thread. There arc three 
distinct families in Ajmer, known by the names of their parganas ·· 
--::-Ajmer, Ramsar, and Kekri; and these acknowledge no relation
ship. They liave been hereditary kanungos since the ~ime of the 
].fughal· emperors; they hold about 1,000 acres of revenue-free . · 
land, and enjoy certain perquisites from jagir and istimrar villages. 
J\Ialis numbered about 11,638 and are good cultivators, and hold 

. the greater part of kusba Ajmer. A peculiar caste-Kir-very 
few in number, devotes its attention to the culture of melons. 

-The Rebaris, also very few in number, breed camels and cultivate 
~The menial castes are Bhangis, Bulahis, Thoris, and Regars . 
. Bulahis are the most numerous, numbering 23,040, and consider 
themselves superior to the . Regars, who correspond with the 
Chamars of theN orth-Western Provinces. ~Iinas, Sansis, and Bhils 
are the thievish classes. None of them are numerous in the 
district. The Minas are abundant in the pargana of J ahazpur in 
J\Iewar, whence they make their incursions; and now and then the 
district is infested by Baoris, a thievish and robber caste from 
J\Iarwar, who, however, have got no settled abode within the limits 

·of the province. The names of the remaining castes indicate 
the occupation of each-:-klimhars (potters) number 8,985 ; n:iis 
(barbers), khatis (carpenters), tells (oilmen), chakars (domestic 
servants), slmars (goldsmiths), lakheras (dealers in lac), lahars 
(blacksmiths), dho bis ( washermen), are below 5,000; darzis (tailors), 
kul:ils (liquor-sellers), chipis (chintz painters), kahars (bearers), 
ghosis (milk and butter sellers), are below 2,000; kumbis, tambolis 
(betel sellers), sikalgirs (steel sharpeners), beldars (diggers), 
bharbujas (grain-parchers), thateras (braziers), bhats (bards), raj 
(masons), are all under 500. , 

Of the liuha:m.m.adans (47,310 by the census of 1876), 20,03~ 
·· Muhamm~dans. a~e chla

1
sse

6
d
86

as Sl\_1feikhh, Sayyids areb 3,2d19, 
· ]...Lug as ; J. g ans are num ere at 

7,4ci1, and of other' classes there are 15,030. Deswalis hold two 
villages in the north of the district, and say they are Raj puts who 
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were converted in the time of Shaha.h·:ud-din. 'One village~ 
J\1 ulmmmadgarh, belongs in zamindari tenure to' a_ Pathan. 
'I' he h::mjaras who live in Ghegul are. Musalmans, and were; 
H1PY sav, converted at the same time as the Deswalis. The 
l\irisaln:ans in the diRtrict arc chiefly the attendants .on ·the · 
l\[ulwmmadan shrines, and most of them hold revenue-free land, 
in the jagir villages attached to these institutions. Theyare poo~~
aud idle. _ /f.', 

Native Christians are returned as 715. The United PresbyiJ:: 
Cl . . d P . terian 1\Hssion has occupied this fi.eul. for 

mstums an . ams. . many years j and a short account o( its 
establishment, and of what has been done, will be found. in the 
article on Education. Parsis are' oill:y 58 in number, and a~ 
Bon1bay shop-keepers in the cantonment of Nasirabad. .. ·. ·: ·. · 

Me,·uxtra Olans.-The tribes which at present inhabit :&,rerwariL 
do not claim to be, nor do they appear to hav~ been~ the original 
inhabitants. Of these last, however,· but little is_ known. - The 
country must have been an impenetrable jungle, and the majority. 
of the sparse inhabitants were probably outlaws or fugitives from 
the surrounding States. The caste of Chandela Gujars is said to 
lutYe dwelt on the hills about Chang; the hills in the :Q.eighbour.:.. 
lwod of Kalinjar, Saroth, and Bhaelan are assigned by tradition 
to Brahmans. On the east side, on the Borwa hills, the caste~of · 
Bhatti Rajputs is said to have been located, while ~he southern,' .. · 
portion of the Todgarh tahsil was o_ccupied by Minas. There is _ 
a tradition that a Bhatti Rajptit, Ajit Singh, "~?ore the title of~ King 
of ~ferwara. - · - , - · · 

TLe present inhabitants of ~ferwara are all promiscuously , 
designated 1\Iers, a name which is derived from" me:r,'' a hip,'arid 
8ignifics "hillmen." The name is not that of'·any baste or::tribe,~ , 
and is onJy a em·rect designation in so far as it is understood td . 
1ncan the dwellers on this portion of the _Arvali range. The two
ln:-tin tribes of Merwara are those known by the appellat\on of Chit~: 
and Barth, each clan being traditionally divided into twenty, four 
g6ts; but new g6ts are constantly formed which take the nanie of. 
their immediate ancestor, and there are now about forty gots in eaca 
tribe. · - . · · · .. · J 

Colonel Tod (Rajasthan, vol. I, J?· 680) asserts that the tribe$._ 
of Chita and 'Bara.r are Minas, and the traditions" of. the people · 
themselves point to a }Iina ancestry. Both tribes claim .. a common 
descent from Prithvi Raj, the last Chohan king of Ajnier; and ·the· 
story is that J odh Lakhun, the son of Prithvi Raj, married a girl of 
the ~Iina caste (who had been seized in a marauding ,expedition n~ar 
Buncli), supposing her to be a Rajputnf. When he discovered. his 
mistake, he turned~way the mother and her two sons, Anhal and 

- F 
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Anup. The exiles wandered to Chang in Beawar, where they were 
hospitably entertained by the Gujars of tlm~ place. A.nhal an<l.Anup · 
rested ono day under n. bar or fig-treo, and prayed that if it was 
destined that· their race should continue, the trunk of the tree 
might be split in twain.. The instant occurrence of the n1iracle 
raised them from their despondency, antl the splitting of the fig-tree 
is a cardinal event in the history of the race, accoruing to the follow
ing distich ;-

Charar se Cldta llhnyo, aur Dnrnr qhavo bar-ghat, 
Shakh ek ~e. do bhaye; jagat bakbanl jat. • 

. · In following the distri~ution of the clans, it is necessary again 
to bear in mind that there are ul ~Ier vUlages in Ajrncr, and that . 
there are 241 villages in the Beawar, and 88 in the Todgarb, · 
tahsils·. · 
· Anhal.settled at Chang in the north-west of 1\Ierwara, and his 

· descendants in course of time exterminated 
, Ch!.ta. . the Gujars who had given an asylun1 
to him _and his mother. The clan multiplied, and gradually 
occupied· all the strong places of 1\Ierwara, where they founded 
the villages of Jak, Shamgarh, LUlua, Hatun, Kukra; Kotkirana, 

. Nai, and others. They appear to have held the remn.ining 
1Iers in subjection, for they enumerate sixteen castes of 1\Iers 
who, they say, used to pay them one-fourth the produce of 
the soil and of all plundering . expeditions. The clan now holds 
117 entire villages in Beawar, besides portions of 53 and 16 entire 
villages in Todgarh to the north of that tahsil, and including the 
pargana of Kotkirana. In Ajmer there are 21 entire khtUsa and 

· jagir villages belonging to Chitas, and they are to be found in all 
the Ajmer ~Ier villages, except four. · 

Of the sub-dinsions of this clan, bv far the most numerous 
. and important is that of the l\Ierats, a term which is. generally 
~sed as synonymous with a Muhammadan ~Ier, but which is a 
patronymic derived from Mera, the common ancestor of the 
Katats and Gorats. Haraj, grandson of 1\Iera, a Chita in the 
reign of Aurangzeb, took ser~ce under the emperor at Delhi. 
During a night of terrific rain he remained firm at his post as 
.sentry, ·with his shield over his head. The emperor, to whom 
tho matter was reported, is related· to have said : "In the 
].Iarwar tongue they call a brave soldier K.ata; let tllis man be 
henceforth called Kata." Haraj soon after became a convert to. 
Islam, uri.d is the progenitor of all th~ Katat ~Ierats, a very large 
fan1ily, who hold 78 villages in Beawar, including all the prin· 

• ".From the sound 'clmrar' (the noise whid1 ii snp11osed to have reacheJ Anhal from the 
splitting tree) the Chitas are calle,l, and the clan Barar from the splitting of the fig-tree. Both are 
~e.;;cendoo from one stock. The world has made this triLe famous." 
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cipal places in the noi~th and. east of the tahsil .. · Gorn 'was·b~other 
of Haraj, an(l his r~e$,fi~n.dants are Hinflus1 . and hold· 21/'Vi!lagei 
in the centre and sqnth-west of Beaw2U·, of which. Kalinja'r arid 
Kabra are the chiet~ ~The Gorc:its spre~td southwards, aild · ha'V-6 
occupied 13 villages,Jn the north of. Todga~~j'l''Villate in Afmer; 
]1akhopura belongs til them. The Katats;:· the most pus~~to~ 
all the Chit:u~, E.prei:id'. northwards, and h9ld 9 of ,the ·· 21 ~Chit~ 
villages in Ajmer. '!'here they formed nyw g6ts,'()f: ~hich "the 
ll,ahadur Khani, generally called par excellertce .Chitas, .is th~ 
principal. J3esides the khalsa and jagfr ~illa.ges, fol;].r village~ 'ill~ 
Ajt?er _Pro :per are held bJ~. Katats on istin;ni~ tenure~ vi~~~ Na~,sa'r,
RaJaosi, AJaysar, and Kha:~.·ekhre. Th~ villages . ~ere gryen the~· 
by the ~Inghal emperors fo~the protectiOn of the mty of :AJmer .,a.Ud 
the adJacent passes. Sbaml;her Khan, the istimxardar of Raja()si, 
is tho head of the Bahadur Khat¥ ·family,·· and is. styl~d .Tikai. 
The chief men of Katats and. (}orats ~all themselves Thaku.rs {'but 
in Bm\war ~he c~efs of Hat:Un, Chang; and Jak, who arQ K.atatsi 
are called K.luins. , · , -~ ... · ~ .: · ; .. ,,.,., .. , . · ··· ;, :. 

Of tb.e rernaitdng sub-dirlsions of Qlrltas~· tho 'most irilporla~~:\ 
arc-the Laget, who hold six yillages'in. Betl,war.f ~nd the Nans~t{ 
who own the villitges of Bargaon, ~alran, Pharkla; .. )Ianpura,·and 
ll~Uhibata in· Ajmer,. besides . portions _·of· several otliers"' ·.:Tll~, 
other g6ts which 1nay be mentioned·are the Rajoriya ·and .Bedari..:· 
yat-the forrner, holding three vill.ages in Beawar, the ,latter hold~, 
ing three villages, in Ajmer-and th.~ ~ajriyat Bo,rwara, Biladiy~q · 
l')i throt, Balot, and, N adot, who. po~si:3S.~ a .villagef or 'parts of seye .. \ 
ral. The other g6ts live scattered throti.ghout Merwara;. · , ~ ·/' , : 

An up,· the br.other of Anhal, settled: .. in· rrodgarh.,and;;~olllided'· 
. · · · · the Bark clan. ; .. : His'i descenQ,ants; Jess en.:.,· 

&rat-. • '·, ,. :tcrp1·izing:than .the <;'hitas. liave)e#tained~· 
in 1\Icrwara: and are ·ilot to be found hi:. Ajrn.~r .. ·, Tb¢y tu>ld eleven\ 
villages in Beawar, the most important of which at'e'·Kalikankar,t. 
Saindra, Bhaclan, and Khera· Sangnotan ; they o.ccupy~ the· whole 9:r~ 
the south of the Todgarh tahsil, and O"\YD; forty-~ht,entire villagest~. 
They are more'unsophisticated, honest, ~d st~aightfo~ar~) ~P.. 
tho ·Chitas. They call themselves Ra,wat-a .P~tty title .of. 
nobilitf; and would be insulted by bemg'"'called.Mef8 ... Th~ chief . 
men are called Rao, and they have a multitude':of'~kafs, O~··' 
whom the 1nin~ipal are the Rao of KUkra and the R~o·'of Ba:rltr~:;. 

All these Chohan-1\Iinas, with the exception ;Of the Katats; ,. 
nre nominally Hindus.· Katats and. Gorats eat. together, and·. 
nothing is forbidden food to either .. ·.A Chlta will' not. marry. a.' 
Chita, nor a Barar .a Barar; but a Chlta seeks a Barar wife, and ~ { 
Barar seeks a Chita.wife. .A Barar woman who ma~ies a_ K:it~lt 

' ' ,.-·c,: 
~ ': ... ~' 
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or ~Iusalmnn Chlta is buried on her death ; a K:itat woman who 
·marries a Bar:.ir is burned on her death. The marriage ceremony 
. in either case is performed by "Phcrn," the officiating 13rahman 
leading the bride and bridegroom seven times round n, fire. The 
Katats of Ajmer are beginning to understand that they are nlu
hammadans, and have partially adopted some l\Iusalman customs. 
Thus, they have iliscarded the dhoti, which is universally worn by 
.t!:teir brethren in 1\Ierwara. They sometimes intermarry "ith 
other Chltas ; but it is not the custom, nor looked on as the proper 

. thing to do. The custom of " Ph era" under the guidance of ·a 
Dr:ihman is being abandoned in favor of the Nika ceremony in 
their marriages, and, under the influence· of the Khadims and 
other l\Iuhammadans with whom they intermarry, they have .. 

_ begun to think they ought to keep their women secluded, though 
in l\Ierwara the women work in the fields. 

-.. The customs of tho two clans; whether calling themselves 
Muhammadans or Hindus, are identical; a sonless mdow retains 
possession of her husband's' property till she marries again, or till 
her death. She can mortgage in ·order to pay her husbancl's debts, 
to discharge nrrears of Government revenue, or to ·obtain funds 

. for the expenses of marrying her daughters. Daughters do not 
inherit when there are sons alh·e. All sons inherit equally; but, 
in the. event' of there being sons from two or more "\dves, the 
property is divided per capita of the wives, and not per capita of the 
sons. · This custom c~lled Chlinda-_Bat, as oppo~ed to Pagriwanu 
or Bhai-Bat, is universal among all the ~Ierwara clans. There 
is no distinction between ancestral and acquired property. A 
relation of any age may be adopted ; the nearest relation has the 
:first claim, and his children born before his adoption succeed in 
the adopted family. · Sons by slave-girls, who are numerous 
under the name of Dharmputr,· get land to cultivate, ·but obtain 
no share in the inheritance, and cannot transfer the land. The 
custom of N atha, or widow -marriage, prevails, and has been already 

_described. 1\Iuch money is spent on funeral feasts. 
Among the tribes which boast other than a, Chohan-1\Iina 

·_ ancestor, the most important are the two 
Pramar clans. which claim descent from Dharanath 

Powar or Pramar, who founded the city of Dh:iranagar (said to 
have been 24 kosin circumference), in 1\Iarwar, before the Pramar 
R.ajputs were obliged to give way before the Ghelots and Rahtors. 

· Tradition says that Rao Bohar, a descendant of Dharanath, came 
and settled at Rudhana in the extreme south of the Bcawar 
pargana. From this place his descendants spread and founded the 
adjacep.t -villages of Bili:iwas, J owaja, Bahar, Barkochran, Rawat 
1\l~H, Lusani, now in the ~eawar tahsil, and Akayjitgarh Naloi 



( ,15 ) 

ana uthcrs in the Todgarh tahsil. The tribe is divided into six 
y<;ts,-Ddtit, Kalat, Doding, Boya, Kheyat, Pokhariya. Of these, 
1 be De1ut is the 1nost numerous, and holds fourteen whole villages 
in 1Jd.'.ntr and fiye in Todgarh ; the Kalat c!ean holds only one 
vilbge-}~alathan Khcra, in Betiwar; and the others hold no 
enth;~ village in ~[rnrara. The Delats appear to have pushed the 
other mcln1H;rs of the triho out of lierwaru, who thereupon settled 
near Ajmer, and especially in the pargana of Pushkar. There are 
eleven villages in Ajn10r held by this tribe, and they hold parts of 
c.igl1t others. The Dodings own Barla, ~Iadarpura, and Gwari;. 
to 1 he IJoya clan belong the villages of Hokran and Gudli ; 
1\Jnv:.'tjpura and Kanakhera lJelong to ICheyats; and the Pokhariya 
eLm hold the villages of Pushkar, Ganahira, N aidla, and N aulakha~ 
1'1w men uf this tribe like to be called Rawats, but ar~ generally 
<':tllcd ~Iers ; the ehief 1nen are called Gameti. They are an 
indu~tr.ious rare, generally taller and better built than the Chohan
~I.iu~JS. K:ltats will not give their daughters in marriage to this 
tribe•, hut "'ill take wives from them; and they intermarry freely 
lritll Hindu Chitas and Barars, and the other }fer clans. Their 
euston1s are the s~nne as those of the Chohan-niinas. 

The second tribe which claims descent from Dharanath is that 
of the nioti Rawats, who inhabit the par-

~,ruu. gana of Bhaelan, where they hold fourteen 
~, Yilbgcs. 'rhey own two villages-Fathpur 1st, and BhojP.ur in 
])c:ivan·-nnd only scattered representatives of the tribe are met . 
with in Ajruer. 'rhe pargana of Bhaelan is supposed to have been 
originally inhabited by Brahmans. A descendant of Dharanath~ 
Hohitas by name, came and lived at Bagmal as an ascetic in a 
(-;tvc in the hill now ca1led ~Iakutji. A banjara who was passing 
111rough the hills with his wife, deserted her at tfifs spot; she lived 
:;;onw tiuw vdth the ,T ogi, and then, descending the hill, sought the 
IJL'oteetion of Khe1nchand Brahman in. Bamunhera, and in his 
house ·was delivered of t-win sons, of whom one renmined iri. 
IHwcbn, ·the . other in ~Iarwar. In the fifth. generation, one 
J\I:iknt lta:S horn who expelled the Brahn1ans from Bhaelan. The 
hill whieh "''-as the cradle of the race was named after him, and 
he is still venerated by the ~Iotis. · A fair is held on the hill in 
Scptmnber, at which tin1e the hero is believed to traverse the 
twehe villages of Bhaelan in the twinkling of an eye. 

After the sack of Chitor by Ala-ud-din ~wo brothers, 
RajrnH.s of the Ghelot clan, fled to Borwa 
in the Saroth pargana, where they inter

married \vith J\Iinas. This tribe is divided into sixteen clans, of. 
'"hich the nwst hnportant are the Godat, ~Iedrat, Kachhi, Pinga, 
lkmiyM, Luhr, B{tlot, and Dhankal. They hold eleven en~ire vii-
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lages in all parts of Bcawar, one village (K-ltkar-khcra) in Todgarl1, 
and are found in twenty-three other villages in )lerwara. In 
Ajmer !hey O"\Yll _six villagcs,--F'urbutpura, Ansari, ~[ay<1pur, 
Lachhnnpur, BoraJ, and Amba J.iasscna. 'rhcy consider thorn· 
selves Surajbansi Rajplits, and cnJI themselves Uawats. Like tho 
tribes of Puar o1igin, they interm:nTY with llind.u Chohan-"ftHnas. 
1\Ierats will take wives from them, but will not give them their 
daughters in marriage. ;, 

. 'fhe lluluhi caste holds fo1ir villages in Bc:l.war, J ats antl 
Oth t 'be Gujars hold ten, and N arsingpura and 

· . er r: s. . Dll.ngm·-khcra belong to )Ialmjans. The 
remaining inhabitants of ~Iervrara belong to a few scatte1·ed clans 
who pass under the general denignation of Mer, and who, as usual, 
claim to be descended from ItajptUs, but who havE) no jagd and 

. ·no history.·.- The Pataliyat clan claims to be of the stock of the 
Bhntti Rajp-l1ts of J esalmcr-, ·and holds one village, Baria. N aga. 
The Okaurot claim the same descent, and O\\"'l one vilbge, Kali
kankar Kishanpura. They are also folmd in Mohanpura in Ajmcr. 
The Bharsal clan live in the village of Ramkhera Dhanar, and 
are to be met with in Kotra~ Saidaria, Bhowani-khera, ancl IG~han
pura. of Ajmer. ~The Bz'tck 1tiers inhabit Rajpur Buchan, and arc 
found in a couple of villages in Ajmer. Th~ Kharwdl l\Iers live 

· in N ayanagar and Fathpur 2rtd ; and the headman of the town of 
· lleawar is of this caste. Manznot, Selot, Bandt, and Bana live 
· s~ttered in a few villages. · · 

Social and t·eligious customs. -Although the Mers consider them
selves Hindus, and are generally classed as such, yet they arc little 
fettered with Brahmanical rite~~ and ceremonies. Thev eat three 

el 

times a day; maize and barley brea~ being their principal food; but 
they "ill eat the flesh of sheep, goats, cows, and buffaloes when it 
is procurable. Even the Brahmans of ~Ierwara will cat flesh ; they 
observe no forms in the prepa:r:ation of their food, ancl no prohibi
tion_ exists as to the use of spirituous liquors. There is a proverb 
. " ~Ier aur l\Ior uiiche par razi haif1"-J\Iers and peafowl love the 
heights,-and probably from this habit of living in high places they 
are exceedingly indifferent about washing. They are, in short, 
n. very . dirty race. In matters of religion they. do not trouble 
themselves much with the orthodox didnities of Brahmanism. 
Small-pox is a great scourge of the country, and the chief deity 
worshipped is ~lata, to whom a stone called sitla, (bubcd with 
red paint, is consecrated ; and these stones arc to be met with on 
all sides, chiefly under khejra trees, which are sacred to l\Iata. 
Alaji is a common deity ; and the deified heroes Deoji and 
R:bndeoji also find worshippers. Deoji's temple is at Barsawara 
or Todg_arh. Ramdco }s a Bulahi hero who worked miracles, 
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nncl hjs prj est is a llulahi. The hills of l\Iakutji and Gora1nji, fhe 
hi ghe:.;t in l\fpr·wara, sl1aro in tho veneration l)y the people, ~nd this 
is prolKtlJly a relic of' a pristine fetish worship, though now the 
hillq h:rrc modern hero legends attached to them., The only 
important rcljgious fcsti val of 1.Icrwara is the annual fair held at 
'1\Hlg-arh in the 1nonth of September in honor of l\Iata, called, 
from the nnme of the place, "Piplftj ~lata." Tradition says that 
the ::Hers used to sacrifice their first-born sons to this goddess; 
and it is still custon1~ry for those who have had a first son born 
to thcn1 <luring the year, to bring a buffalo to the sacrifice.· The 
ani1nah, after the touch of consecration. by the priest before the 
~:ln·inc, used to be let loose, and the people, each armed with 
a knife or a S\Yord, cut them alive into pieces. This barbarity 
continued till 18G5, when, on the re1n·esentation of l\Ir. Robb, the 
utissionary at Todgarh, it was put a stop to, and orders were 
i"suecl that tho animals should be first killed with a sword~ 
lkforc the famine there were some forty or fifty animals yea1·ly 
sacriilccd, and inl87 4 there were eighteen buffaloes thus offered to 
tl1c goLldcss. The officiating priest first strikes the animal on the 
1wck with a long sword ; it is then dragged away and cut into little 
piec<'s in a few n1inutcs. The festivals of the IIoli and Dewali are 
kept in 1\Ierwara. The chief national peculiarity of the celebration 
of tho IIoli is the game called "A.hera" on the first and last day 

·of tho festival. 'J.1he whole village turns out into the jungle, each 
mnn armed 'Yith two sticks, about a yard long, callecl p9khri; 
opium nncl tobacco are provided by the headmen; and, having · · 
formc<l a linn, the people commence beating for hares and deer, . 
knocking thm~ over by a general discharge of sticks as they start 
up. A nun1ber of hares are killed in this way. If the mahajans 
'vill pny-and the mahajans of Ajmer and !Ierwara, being Jains, 
nrc exceedingly tender of life-the people will not kill on the 
~ccond clay. The festival of the Holi concludes with a game like. 
"touch in the ring." The people consume a good deal of tobacco, 
hut very little opiun1. Tobacco they carry in an _oval wooden box 
called glwta, and tho rn·incipal men append a long wooden 
lwndlc to this box, which they always carry about with them. The 
handle signifies that all who ask will get tobacco. . ·. · 

Religious tendenczJ.-lt has been already mentioned that there 
is a distinctly visible tendency among the 1\Ierats socially to 

, assin1ilate with the orthodox. followers of Islam, and to abandon 
t heh· ancient customs cmnmon to them with their non-1\Iuham
marhn lJrcthren. 'rhey have abjured the flesh of the wild-boar. 
They have 1egun to adopt "Nika," instead. of the custon1 of 
"Phcra," in their marriages~ They have begun to keep their 
"\rmncn :;ccludcd, and to intennarry with persons within ·degrees 
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prohibited by· tlw ancient customs. The tendency is without 
doubt destined to further d~velopment till the old custo1ns fall 
into'" entire disuse. Among the Rawats of rrodgarh also the 
tendency to a(lopt the social rules of Erahmanisn1 as prevailing 
among surrounding R:ijputs is clearly discernible, though the 
assimilation has not gone so far in this case as in the other. . 
· In neither case are there any religions feelings concerned ; 
the question is simply one of greater respectability. Under the 
influence of the headmen. of Todgarh, the R:iwats in 187.c.L 
entered into an agreement to abstain from _the flesh of kine and 
buffaloes, and to excommunicate all transgressors. In that year for 
the fi.rs.t time they took no part in the dismemberment of the 

. buffaloes sacrifi.ed to lfata, leaving the work to be done by llhils 
~and Dulahis. It is safe to predict that, in course of tim.e, the 
whole of lierwara will become either Brahmanized or absorbed in 
the orthodox religion of Islam. Beyond this tendency to social 

· a8siniilation, there is hardly any religious movement 'isible. 
, Representatives of many curious Hindu sects are found in the 
district ; but the head-quarters of these sects are not in Ajmer 
itself. 

THE LAND •. 
' 

:AgricuUure.-The agricultural· statistics here given arc taken· 
from the settlement report of 1874, and the statement on next 
page shows the acreage in the kha1sa villages of the va1ious crops 
on the ground during the year 1872-73 when the district was 
under settlement. The chief crops are barley and jowar, which 
occupy respectively 20 and 17 per cent. of the crop area. Til 
and hajra occupy 9 and 8 per cent. respectively; and after these, 
at that considerable interval, come cotton with 8,219 acres, and 
gram with~ 9,543. The cultivation of sugarcane is confined in 
Ajmer to the Pushkarvalley, where it is grown without irrigation, 
and where a crop is taken for three consecutive years without 
re-sowing. - In the jagir villages of this circle Rs. 10 per acre is the 
regular rent paid for sugarcane land. The cultivation of melons 
h almost exclusively the occupation of a particular caste called 
Kirs, and is chiefly carried on in the sandy beds of nalas. The 
Kirs do not pay more than Rs. 2 a bigha, or Rs. 5 per acre ; and 
in Beawar the rate is generally Re. 1 per bigha. Poppy. is not 

-made into opium in the Ajmer district, but sold in the form of -
poppy-heads. In Beawar and Todgarh the juice is extracted in 
the usual toilsome manner by a number of incisions on the head 
of the :plant.. The raw juice, called dzZdh (literally, " milk"), 
is either sold on the spot to banyas, or carried by the people 
themselves to Pali, where it is manufactured into opium. Nearly 
the whole of the opium produce may be considered an export 
trade. -



AcreaJe oj d[1Tf!terd crrJJS in the Kh.Zlsu. vil1uJC8 dzrring 1S7:2-73. 

-
.Ajmer •.. 69 2,604 !6,161 12,168 33 7,072 16,684 602 8,~60 1,496 10,006 155 2,218 4041 1,3~ 5,807 ... 57 69 39 670 292 13,736 623 37 14 

I 
1!71 lll,7l2 

• -
lle,war ... 123 1,285 5,267 4,215 47 9,68* 14,842 884 1,288 470 1,185 190 1,486 697 1,132 2,033 269 63 651 5 109 6 3,267 42 124 ... 1,809 1 50,071 

Todgarh 205 1,004 2,420 431 32 7,9041 . 7,145 75 105 76 szi 848 590 ~,5811 379 1 ~ 2,229 86 li9 59 1,254 •.• 23 - 398 28,377 

I 

1-- ----~ -r---~ .... ~~------------------
' 

Total ... ,487 1.,983 33,S4o8 16,814o 112 2-1,660 88,671 961 9,543 1,Qtl(l 11,957 672 4,65~ 1,691 18,267 665 184 14 2,278 190,16(t 

I 
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Jowar is grown ~lmost entirely on barani land, nn<l is a Ycry 
different crop from the jowar of the North-"\Ycstcrn Provinces, 
where it is often grown on manured land. Here, it is shmtcd, 
being seldom more· than five feet in height, the stalks thin, nn<l 
the heads small. Bajra in Ajmcr gives much the same outturn 
a~ jo\var, and is very inferior to the b:..1jra of ]Iarwar. 1\laize is 
grown in land irrigated from wells and tanks, and under the tanks. 
is a very precarious crop, as in years of heavy rain it is often 

-. entirely drowned. Barley is grown in cluihi, talilli, and {tbi lands, 
and the produce varies considerably, from twenty maunds an acre 
·to two or three. The value of straw and bhusa in the district is 
almost nominal. There are no large towns to cause a demanll 

.. for this_ produce, ·and what is sold in the towns is brought in on 
men's heads froi:n the adjacent villages and sold at about fvur annas 

."a bundle, without being weighed, and the rate docs not more than 
c'over the wages of the carriers. In the villages, straw an(l bln'1sa 
are wasted; gra~s-lands ~re abundant in every village, and grass 

. is regularly cut in most villages. The cattle thrive better on it 
Athan..on the less nutritious bhusa, and, as long as the people have 
. b'Tass, they do not use bhusa at all. 
· · The follo"ing table shows the classified culti vatcd and 

- uncultivated area of the khalsa villages of Ajmer and of the jagir 
· estates and of ]ferwara,_ according to the settlement survey 

of 1874:-

J.SSBSSA.;IILJI, -11 UnssEssun. II 
il ------------ .,; 
i Cultivated, 3 

:!,· 'I -~ I -. ,'.!!-'~ Sus-I•rvrBION, . ~ .. . -

-< I ~ ~ a· ~ ~ 
~ ~ E oi ~ ~ ·- :~ :§ I E I :z 
0 : Q d 0 I ..c; Ci .Q g!, 0 I 3 I :j 

-------~-~~-j;:l---~-~-u--~- -~~-::l-1_,..._,_u_ 1_~_ 
Ajmer 359 49 ~ ~ 31,480 111,30311-t!,7831 18,553 8,31>5·, 7,716: 74,2;>6, 108,ll~_'O .. ! l•Ji 7"1! "10 6-H ... __ . -~ :~-----1·------,--i--1-~:---_.-

Bc>awar ... 2t1P,692' 391 U6,2:H 1 116,6'.!5!1 6,4661 7,69H 7,770, 19,Sl0, 41,7t\ti; 21,3111j 63,007 
'l'odgarh ... 2:!3,297~ 479 ~,!!12'~,691\. 8,·J.O!Jj_2,4(!61_:::1 8,933~~,73•J/~l,876i 31,(i06 

Total ~derwara ... ~,969:i~' ~~ 338,316i!_:i,93.'>j lo,oool~l_:s,773 1 62,196j_:2,177j~*~ 
Total khalsa ... ~j~32,350 ~~~ 4:;1,09911 33,1-'l81~·Mll!l6,4:.J'>I~-~~.:~:t.~~,4l\t!~·80!l ~~~ 
Ji1gfr ... 150,S3SI! 12,883 60,265 6a,l-J31! 10,1561 1,6<121 3,3591 29,3u5j 4-~,4C:.!i__~~~ ~7,6: 

The area of the istimrar estates is 1,271·4G!J square miles ac. 
cording to the topographical surrey con1pleted in 1875; the culti
-vated area of these estates by same n1easurement was G43 squ3.re 
miles. · No detail is available of the culti,~ated area, as these 
estates ·were not measured in the revenue scitlerncnt of 1874; so 
that the statistics as far as the whole district is eoncerned are 
defective. 'It will be observed that the cultiyatcd area of the 
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kluilsa is clas~dfied into-chahi, or land inigated . from wells ;
taM bi, or land irrigated from tanks ; abi,-' or land in the b~s.~ 
of tanks; and Larani, or unirrigated land. The cla~ification of 
soils is unknown to the people. In the abi area is also included. ·· 
the fields known in l\ferwara as H paraband.',' These are terraced 
fields in the hilly portion of the district which are supported by a 
wall of dry stones. In some cases the wall is s.ubstantial, ,and 
I'ctains water to moisten the soil, butin general it merely prevents 
the field being washed away. Where it is· substantial and acts 
as a dam; the fields undet: it have been classifie.d as abi. · The 
cultivated area of Ajiner and of Beawar is practically stationary 
since last settlement, in the. year 1849-50, nor has there. been 
n1ore than a nonlinal increase in irrigation. The irrigated area· of 
Ajmer was formerly 28 per cent. of the cultivated area; it, is no~ 
25 : the irrigated area of Beawar was formerly 3·i per cent. ; .it it
now 33. In Todgarh there is a slight increase in the irrigated 
area. It was formerly 50 per cent. ; it is now 52. Ajrile~ has 25· · 
per cent. or irrigation, l\{erwara 40 per cent. The manure~ area 
of Ajmer is 11 per cent., of Merwara 16 per·cent., of the, 
cultivated area. In Ajmer there is 26 per cent. of rabi crops ;Jn' 
l\Ierwara, 49. Twenty-five cart-loads, or 20{} ~UI.lds of manure, 
is the regular amount put on talabi land. Chahi land is a~ little 
more highly manured when possible. Abi and barani lands are 
not manured. In Ajmer the. deposit in t4e~ beds· of tank~- is u,sed 
as n1anure. .. · 

rrLe domestic animals in the district are small and weak. In 
the kh;Usa villages of Ajmer there were in 1874 18,320 plough
lmllocks, 108,370 cattle of all other sorts, i.J;tcluding ~heep and 
goats, and 8,420 ploughs. In l\{erwara 19,752 plpugll;bullocks, 
l·i8,6·11 cattle of other sorts, and 9,833-plough~. In spite of the· 
fa1nine, cattle have considerably increased· since 1850, especially 
in ~~erwara, where, at the settlement of 1851, there were 16,571.· 
plough-bullocks, 73,857 cattle of other kinds, and 8,361 ploughs; 
in Ajmer there were 14,243 ploughs. B~t these statistics were 
taken after the· disastrous year 18~8, in .fWhich it was calculated 
that two-fifths of the cattle perished. ".~;here .are 4,283 wells· 
worked in the Ajmer district, as against 4,042 in 1849.". The. 
average amount irrigated is· 4l acres per well. •. In Beawar there 

.are 1,995 wells working, as against 1,457:at the time of Colonel 
Dixon's settlement, giving.an average of 3! acres per well. ~n 
Todgarh there are 5, 771 wells in use, as against 4~052 ··· at last . 
settlement, giving an average of only ll acre per well.. , It may 
be interesting to compare the statistics of· agricultural wealth in 
Ajmer with those collected at the' settlements of Mr. ,J\Ii~dleton 
in 1826, and of 1\Ir. Edmonstone in 1836. In 1\{r;,:M:iddleton's . \ ~ ' 
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time, 1,850 wells were r~corded, ancl 3,678 I>lough~. Ten yr~r~ 
. later, and n£ter the fanunc of 1833-3-.t, ~Ir. E<k10nstonc found 
3,18;) ploughs and 1,575 wells. 

Rerel}ue Statistics.-The follo"ring statement shows the number 
of estates upon the rent-roll of the district, thcirtotalbnd-reyenne, 
and the to~tll number of registered co-parceners according to the 
settlement records of 1874. The number of proprietors hrnot {l'iven 
in Colonel Dixon's records. . 

0 

- ::x=--~ 

1822-23. 1835-36. 1850-51. lSH-75. 

~ 

\J.t;mntr ... 70 1o I 70 7l) 
Number of esta.ks ... ... Ajmer khal»a ... 81 81 8.) 139 

.Merwara ••. 132 257 303 S:!:J 

l-h~n~be1: of oo-pareeners Ajmer kh:ilsa .••• ... ... . .. 18,6:~;} ... Merwara .••• 27,380 ... ... . .. 
r .. i. Rs. r..-~. Rs. ! J,timrar ... 1,67,288 1,67,2R8 1,14,73 i l,H..73·' 

Total land-revenue - Ajmer kh:Usa ~ ••• 1,59,746 1,29.872 1"'1 ,. ·~ ll 42 89 > ... . .. ,I,IOw, ,.0 

. 1Ierwara ... 43,76·.1. 1,09,81.2 1,72,5!J2 l,l8,f.Cl 

Average land-revenue paid by ls~imrar • • •• 2,389 2,389 1,6:17 l,G:37 

each estate AJmer khal;;a ... 1,972 1,601 2,021 1,02>\ 
; .... ... Merwara 331 427 570 301 ... 

Avernge' land-revenue paiJ by { Istimrar ... ... ... ... .. . 
fach''co-parcener ... Ajmer khalsa ... . .. ... . .. 

I. 
7·1() ... Merwara 4•5 ... ... ... . .. 

' 
- -

The number of ~stimrar estates recorded by lir. Cavendish is 70. 
Nominally there are 76, but in reality, counting the estates 
which belong to a single owner as one, there are 66 estates paying 
revenue to Government. Besides these, 27 separate estates do 
not pay revenue direct to GoT"ernment, but pay through the estates 
to which they are subordinate. The large increase in the number 
of kh:ilsa estates since last settlement is owing to the separation 
of hamlets from their parent villa.ges ; only five villages-those 
received from Gwalior in 1860-have been added to the district 
since the commencement of British rule. 

The land-revenue of Ajmer-~Ierwara after the settlement 
of. 187 4 stands as follows :-

Rs. A. P. 
Istimrar 1,14.,734 9 11 
Ajmer kbalsa 1,42,896 0 0 
:Merwara khalsa. 62,885 0 0 

~,20,515 9 11 
Marwar-~Icrwam 5,1M~ 0 0 
~r twar-Mcrwara. 50,t.il:~ 0 0 

3,76)91 9 11 
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In the · istimrar revenue b not included Its. 10,000 paid by the. 
Jlaja of Shahp1wa, who is eo:nSiidered a tributary prince. Of· the 
renmininfl' revenue, lls. 55,:t:32 is water-revenue of the tanks, and 
will not be collected in years when the tanks remain empty. The 
lanLl-revenue collecte\.l from the villages of 1\Ianvar and l-Iewar
:lllcrwara is not borne on th~ rent-roll. The receipts are paid into 
the personal. ledger, and c~~~dited periodically to the estates con
cerned, subJect to deductiOn on account of costs of _ manage-
rncnt. 

One of the main characteristics of the reVision of settlement 
in 187,t is the division of the land-revenue assessable on lands irri
c"atcd frmn tanks, into two parts-soil-revenue and water-revenue. 
i·110 soil-revenue will be paid each.year, but the water-revenue is 
dependent on actual inigation from .the tank. The question of 
assc~,smcnt of water-revenue is one which abounds in difficulties 
o·wiug to the -varying capacity of the. tanks. The largest tanks,' 
when full, will inigate both harvests, and the people can obt~in 
fl'om thcn1 as much water as they like. The smallest .tanks in 
the most favorable years cont:lin water sufficient only for a very . 
inadequate irrigation of the kharif, and if the rains are too heavy, 
the l,;:harif is drowned. No single rate can be found which will be 
nn equitable assessment on all the land measured as. talabi. The 
scttlcn1cnt officer, therefore, first classified the tanks themselves 
aucl fixed rates for each cl:lss. The question theri arose as to the
systcnl lUlder which the water-revenue, amounting in the whole 
lll::;hict to Tis. 55,432, should be collected. It.· had been proposed 
to contour the tanks and fix a gauge which would show the supply 
of each season, and to charge for the water by .the cubic foot, 
leaving the distribution to the village community. This would 
perhaps ue the most perfect system; but the task of contouring 
all the tanks in the district would require a staff. of. engineers for 
scYCl'al years. It had been suggested to form the tanks into zones 
of rainfall, and to give the Chief Commissioner authority to allow 
remissions of 'vatcr-revenue when the rainfall of any. zone, as 
measured at an appointed station within it; fell below a certain 
number of inches. But the extreme partiality of the rainfall\ 
feustrated this scheme ; it will often be raining heavily on one 
side of a hill, while the other will be perfectly dry : and when the 
rainfall depends, now on the eastern and now on the western 
nwnsoon, no zones can be formed; besides whlch, the filling of the 
tanks depends on a burst of rain of three or four inches at a time: 
,vhen the rains are light, no water finds its way into t]le tanks, 
though the rain-gauges may indicate an average fall. 1\Ioreovcr, 
much depends on the time of the fall. If the fall is ·early in the 
year, the water may evaporate before it is required for rabi ~ 
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irrigation. There seemed no alternative, therefore~ except that of 
annually examining the area irrigated from each tank. 
· The system adopted is to assess a lump sum founded on the 
capacity of the tank. - This lump sum is to be made good frmn 
the fields actually irrigated each year, unless its incidence on the 
irrigated ·area exceeds a certain fixed maximun1 or falls lJelow a 
certain fixed minimum. Thus, in the case of Dilwara tank, thrr·e 
were 2·.!4 acres measured as tah\bi. The water-revenue of the 

_village was assessed at Rs. 1,068, being at the rate of Rs. 4-G per 
·-acre on the irrigated area, as this area appeared . to represent the 
full capaCity of the tank as it now exists, and the rate and the 
resulting assessment seemed fair and reasonable. It was provided
in . the village engagement that this sum, Rs. 1,068, should hc 
made good yearly by the in:igated fields, except when its incidence 
on_ the irrigated area exceeded Rs. 5, when the actual irrigated area 
should be assessed at Rs. 5, and the balance rein.itted. 

_ ·.It was provided further that, when the incidence of the· 
assessefl water-revenue fell below Rs. 3-12, the actually irrigated 
area should be assessed at · Rs. 3-12, and the excess credited to 
Government.· As long as the· irrigated area fluctuates between 
213 and.289 acres, the revenue is unchanged, though the water
rate varies each year. As soon as the incidence of the assessment 
shows presslire, the pressure is relieved, and if the existing tank is 
extended; or ~by greater economy in the use of water the irri
gated area is enlarged, Government will reap a benefit during the 
term of settlem"ent. The advantages of the system seen1 to.be
First.-A certain amount of stability is secured for the water
reyenue, for, in all ordinary years, there will be neither remissions 
nor enhancements. Secondly.-When water is scarce, it may 
safely be presumed that those who get it can make larger profits 
out of it than they can when it is plentiful. In such years they 
pay a higher price for the water. On the other hand, when water 
is plentiful and cheap, those who get it pay less than the assessed 
rate. In no case does any man who does not get water, pay any
thing. Thirdly.-It is the interest of the headmen and of e3.ch 
land-owner within the minimum, that is, in all ordinary years, to 
economize and spread the water, for each man's revenue is lightened 
thereby; while, for the same reason, it is the interest of each to 
bring within the irriga:tecl area all land actually irrigated, and to 
prevent any one of their number from defrauding Government. 

The other sources of imperial revenue are excise on spirits and 
drugs, assessed taxes, stamps, and law and justice. The customs· 
duties, as·has been already mentioned, were abolish~d in A.D.186D, 
and no local revenue is derived from salt, as its manufacture in 
pans has been discontinued by order. 
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The abk:hi revenue produced in 1877-78 Rs. 44,59{( . The 
farm of drugs, including opium, produced ~· 5,416; and. the . 
farm of the excise on SJ1irits. Rs. 38,887, the balance being .,fines 
and forfeitures. There were in 1877-78 168 shops .for the retail 
sale of liquor in the district, and the. number of sanctioned 
stills was 154. The talukdars who are entitled; to precedence 
among their brethren, fourteen in nurri.b~,,:;~are1 allowed. the 
privilege of keeping private stills. The r~~eint~ under the head 
of stamps include non-judicial stamps, ju,aicial stampsi;duty on 
unstamped paper, deficit duty, and fines·af_d. penalties ·cit>nnected 
with non-judicial stamps. In 187I-7!~,the proceeds . were 
Rs. 84,786, in 1872-73 Hs. ·1,16,834, in ·19'73-74 Rs. 01,35,4l9. 
Law and justice include fines, the net proceeds of jail manu
factures, and registra~ion-f~es. · In ~873-7 ~ they amounted to 
Rs. 25,776. The receipts In 1877-78 ~det~' ~e head of· stamp& 
were Rs. 1,41,292, and of law and JUS~u~e!1Rs. 23,136. 

'rho normal expenditure on civil administration is about two 
and a quarter lakhs less than the net revenue ~f'tlle district. The 
statement on next page shows the details of.revenue ~nd expendi-·, 
ture for ~he year 1877-78. · · ·· · · · 
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Statement of. Revenue and E.xpenditure _of the Ajm~r ~~,n,/1 Merzeara Diatrict~for the, year 1877-78. 

lllll'BBUL, 

· ],and-revenue ... 
Excise on apirits and drugs 
Assessed taxes ... 
Duty on salt ... 
Stamps ••• 
Law and Justice, ... 

Distri<'t Funds 
.M.uulcii•a.l ,. 

LOCAL. 

... 
Total Imperial 

Total Local 

-··· 

Amount. 

Ra. A. P. 

3,90,291 6 6 
4i,599 4t 8 

.0 8 0 

1,44,112 6 6 
23,135 11 4t 

1,00,877 4t 3 
95,:J:j2 6 3 

Total. 

RB. A. P. 

6,02,139 3 0 

1,96,209 10 6 

-------
GU.li'D TOTAL ... ...... 7,98,S-J8 13 6 

-=-~-==-

Rs. A. P. 

• Dull and stallion 4lhnrgea 3,087 4t 0 
Printillg charges ..• 1,976 4t 9 
Buryiug paupers, and other miscel-

lanl'~)US unfort>~tJen charges ... 383 1 6 
ChariU.Llo donations 3ia 13 Ill 
Dl~trict dak eHtablishment 3,942 15 0 
Miscellaneous othl'r items :!58 13 3 

.. l'ctty repairs, &c. I,Btia 12 7 

• • 

ExrBwnxorvaB. 

Commissioner! with establishmen' and contingencies ... 
Assistant. IillO. Extra Assistant Comroillsioners, with 

establishment and revenue contingencies ... ... 
Judicial Assistant Commissioner and C&ntonment lKa-

giRtrate, with establishment and judicial euntingendrs 
Settlement charg1111. ... . ... . . • •• - _. • .. 
Forest ..... ... .,. . .. 
Abktiri ••• ... .~ ___ ••• 
Stamps ... ••• ••• • •• 
Asselised taxea ·-· ... ••• • •• 
Meteorology ... ... • .. 
Custom& ... ..; ••• ••• 
Police ... •.. ••• • •• 
Medical ... ... .. . 
Education ... ••• ••• .. . 
Jail ... ... ... ·••· 
Registration ••• ,.. ... • .. 
Church and Cemetery ... ••. •.• • .. 
Refunds ... ... ... • .. 
Misecllaneoua •.. ... ... • .. 

District Funds 
Municipal ., 

Total Imperial 

... . ... 
Total Local 

Gaurn TouL 
Surplus over Expeuditll1'8 ... . .. 

TOT.t.L 

Rs. A. P. 

1 
I Total 11,8G1 0 11 

) 

Amount. 

RiJ. A. P. 
40.078. 3. 11 

67,!383 '8 'I 

50~7 13 6 

636 s 6 
4,350 u 6 

360 0 0 

79,050 
15,HJO 
54,139 
26,561 
1,867 

10,375 
92,300 
11,861 

15 11 
13 0 
7 1 
8 8 

16 1t 
10 0 
0 3 
o u• 

1---~--

oo,.f..i.i"i2 
99,534 13 

...... 
..... __ 
. ..... 
...... 

5 
8 

t Deducting rt>fllllda, the surplus of revenue over expenditu.re for the faal' i.ll Rs. 2,35,15S·l·'f •, 

Total. 

Rs. A. P. 

-
-4,80,580 1 

1,1H,979 10 1 ----6,55,559 12 ! 
1,12,7ts9 l 4t 
7,98,3-J,S 13 G 
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~ltA.DE. 
'.'1 ' . i . ... ' 

. Tra,Jes and llfanufactures),--The city of Aj:nlet was in ~~cl.ent 
hmcs an cntrepot for the trade between Bombay .and Upper· 
India, and a factory was e~tablished here i~. the early years 
of the East India Cmnpany, J~ubordinate to that of Surat. The · 
position of the district rnust always render it a mart for Rajputana 
ror th~~ produce of UJlpcr India and of .the~dm.bay Presidency:~~ 
n1cludtng European gc)ods ; but the prqVJnce 1~elf has no manu .. ~·[,, 
f~cturcs, and. produceS' but little in excess .ofjt~ own ·.'ton~um.p~f:-' 
bon. Wbat 1mport and export trade there 1$/l..$ almost entrreir a,. 
transit tra~e, and an imp~rt trade ca~ onl.t exist' in proportion'·· 
as the province has somethmg to offer 1n exchange~: .. ·. · . · . . 

The transit trade of the district iA carried' by camel~· and· .. ' 
lJanjar:i bullocks! and, till the year 186t}~.was mu~h hampered bY.i~· 
customs and duties. There were, a trans1t_duty,·,.an export duty, 
t{lWn-duties, and a tax called Mapa. _ During th_e, last years of the 
l[aratha rule the customs were farmed for R.s. 81,000, and the . 
taxes were retained in their integrity by Mr. Wilder~ Mapa was~:·· 
the 1nost vexatious tax, ·and was a duty levied on ihe-sale of every 
article in every village. Originally it was levied _at the rate of• 
Re. 1-6 per cent. from persons not residing in the place in which 
the a.rtieles were sold, so that the every-day .transactions between , 
the inhabitants of the same place were exempt, and the burden 
fell on what may be called the external trade of the village. The. 
chief innovation introduced by Mr. Wilder was to leyy the transit: 
duty on the maund, instead of on the bullock o~ camel load .as. 
had before been customary; but his successor, Mr. Cavendish,: 
introduced other provisions which still further fettered trade.. He< 
extended the Mapa tax to all towns as well-as villagesi and to the- · 
transactions between the iilhabitants of the same place, and raised 
the rate to Rs. 2-6 per cent. He established a new· duty in, the -;j;, 
towns of Ajmer and Kekri onthe sale of sugar, tobacco, rice, arid . 
ghf, and for the transit trade introduced a system of rawdnaa. , 
which fell ~ith unmitigatedseverity on all but 'the richer merchants. 
No goods were allowed to enter the dist#ct without a passJ 
and all merchants were required to file . j1l petition to take . out 
the pass, and again, on the arrival of · the goods within the 
1wecincts of the district, or at the city of Ajmer, ,. to subject them to 
examination and weighment, and thus prove their- exact identity 
with the species and quantity mentioned in the rawdna. In order 
to prevent their goods being stopped on the frontier, the mercantile 
firms at Ajmer were obliged to obtain from their correspondents 
previous information of any despatches of goods, particularizing 
every article, and then a pass had to be procured an~ ,sent to 

n 
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llleet tho goods on .the frontier. On tho rf'COTI1lnendation or :t 

committee in 1836, Government nl>olishcd thh system, and 
restricted the customs taxes to n transit duty to l>e levied once for 
all on the import of foreign goods into tho district, whctl~t·r 
intended-for domestic consumption or re-exportation. To avoid 
vexatious inquiries, the tax was directed to uc taken on the bullock 
or camel load at a fu:ecl sum~ · 
. '.fhcse orders do not appear to.lw.ve been acted on, for many or 
tl1e old abuses seem to have ueen as rife as ever in 18u!J, when the 
Deputy Comtnissioner complainec.l that, if a cultivator in a village 
a mile from. Ajmer wished to sell n. seer of ghi in the city, he ltatl 
to procure a pass fr9m the customs agent in his vilhigc, stating. 

· l1is nan1e.and abode, and specifying the goods take11: for sale. On 
arri-val at the town, he was ol1liged to have his goods exnmhw<l 
again to sec if they agreed with the pass, and export duty was still 
.levied. In 1800 Government sanctionell other reforms, all in the 
direction of the orders of 1836. Export duties were abolishc<l and 
tlu~ customs-tax remitted on eighteen articles, while the duty on 
seventeen articles was considerably reduced. The whole district 
was. consolidatcu into one circle;. whereby the separate duties 

. formerly"leviecl in 1\Ierwara and the pargana of Sa war ceased. lly 
-these rcfonns the dutiable articles were reduced to thirty-seycn, 
of which the duties on cotton, ghf, salt,. tobacco, cloths, ul::tnkets, 
and opium chiefly affected the produce of tl10 district. The revenue 
from the cust9ms before 1860 averaged about one bkh, mid fron1 
. that year till 18G8 averaged about Rs. 1,12,000. In 18GO 
custorns. were entirely abolished, and all trade is now free as far as 
Ajmer is concerned. 

There is a suital)le bonded warehouse in Ajmer at the 
railway station. In Beawar also there is a good bonded ware-
liousc. · · · · 

'!'he hnport trade of · Ajmer city was estimated for tlJC 
year 1877-78 at Rs. 27 ,80,011, of which sugar and cloth of all 
kinds were the chief items. European . cloth 1Vas estimated at 
Rs. 5,02,000, of. which about half was re-exported. Country cloth 
and sugar w~rc estimated at Rs. 1,2.t,705 and Tis. 5,52,337 respect
ively. J\Iuch of the su"gar is re-exported to l\Iarwar and niewar .. It 
comes almost entirely from Rohilkhand and tho Punjab. Hardly 
any sugar was grown in R:ijputana, and this trade before the open
ing of the railway employed large droves of can1cls which returned 
empty to San1bhar, about fifty n1iles, ancl thence took return-loads 
of salt for U ppcr India. A large portion of the l\Iewar trade is 
now carried direct to Beawar, and the goods arc not unloaded 
at .Ajmer. 'l'he export trallc of Ajmer city 1-ras estilnated for 
1877-78 at Tis. 2,SD,5U3. 
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· 'l'hc new town of Beawar is raJlidly absorbing the greater part 
of the trade of tl1c distl'ict, and is becoming the exclusive e11:tre .. \ 
pot of the cotton trade. The camels which_brought down sugar 
ft·onl llissar for l\Iewar were laden with cotton at Beawar and· des-: 
patched to Ahmadabad, whence they returned with European cloth,· 
cocoanuts, and other articles of. minor importance. 'fhe cotton 
is packul in loose bales of about three maunds weight" each~ and 
two of these form a camel.load. It apparently does not. pay to' 
press the cotton, for, though there are two.prcsses in :Beawar (on~ 
belonging to the municipality), they arc hardly, if.cv~r, used.·· Th~ 
value of the cotton exported in 1877-78, as nearly as can boasce1·.~~ 
taincd frOJil the ruerchants, was about B.s. 5;7l;~20~ . and, oflrthis~ 
mnount, a large portion is stated to be the produce of .l1ewar.·· 
'l'hcre is also an export trade of grain in p:tost· years from liewar tQ 
l\larwar which passes through Beawar, Maiwar, howev~,"is too 
poor to in1port according to .its needs, and,in·yoars .of £amine, th~. 
people have no t>ther resource but t9 emigrate to more favore4 
countries. 'l'hc cxportsbf.Beawar were cstimatedat Rs.16,13,407, 
the imports at Its. 22,02,040. .. '· . •. . · 

It is difficult to form even an approximate t_est:iinate . of the, 
Yalue of the exports from the district itself. The ist~uar estate~. 
have only been measured by the Topographical Survey, 'an~ there 
arc no reliable returns of the crops grown in this ·po_;rtion of th~ 
Aj1ncr district. The exports consist of grain, cotton, anci opium::· 
'Vithout returns of tho area under grain-crops in the istimrar" 
estates, which in area· exceed one-half of the Ajmer:. district, it i$. 
impossible to calculate how much more grain is produced. in '.avert 
age year~ than is ~ecessary to supply. local co~~ptjon. \Iri ~ 
the longitude of AJmer the harvests are so procane11s that .t4e 
grain-trade ouserves no fixed route. Som~ ,estimate, ho.w~ver"'~~' 
may Lc given for cotton and opium. . The area. measured und~t' 
cotton at the settlement of 18'7 4 in the. ](halsa villages of AjPlei'· 
1\Ierwara was 8,219 acres, and the estimated produce' of the cr<;>p ': 
was 3l,GQ5 1naunds of uncleaned cotton. Allowing~ sects ~r 
hea<l for local consumption, the annual amount retained at home 
by the inh..ttbitants of the khalsa villages was 6,785 maunds, leav~ 
ing_ a surplus to ·be exported of 26,576 maunds, the value·of which·.· 
was Us. 1,29,,.t00. Cotton is largely grown in the istilnrar ,estates; 
the soil of which is much more suited · for it than that of ·the 
kh:Hsa ; and adding the ja.gir villages,· the value of th(} export 
iraue of this staple may be set down at upwards of 3-llakhs, or tp.9 
amount at whid1 it was estimated in the trade returns of lleawar; 

'l'hearearneasured under 11oppy ill the khalsa_villages <?f .A.jlne~~ 
l.Ierwara was 2,8,19 acres,. and the crop valued at Us. 1,39,283! 
... Uwo:-:.t the whole of this was formerly expor~ccl to P{tli in M:irwar, 
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but since opium scnles were started in 1877 in Ajmcr, it has gone 
to Beawar to be exported to Bomb..'ty and China. Or the whole 
area under crop, 2,229 acres were in the Todgarh tahsil. There 
is compa~atively little opium grown in the istimrar estates, ancl · 
the value of· the export may be assumed at a lakh and a halt 

Ajmer possesses no manufactures deserving of special mention, 
: M uf t with the exception of the (nowunused) salt-
·. an ac ures. pan of Ramsar pargana. The salt, which 

in years ·of heavy rain exudes abundantly from the soil, was scrapecl 
up .and thrownintolargc pans, where it was dissolved in water. 'fhc 

· water was allowed to run off into a lower pan, where it evaporated. 
There is a separate caste called Kharol who were engaged in this
nmnufacture : but during the dry years of famine of 18GS-GO the 
salt did not exude; the Kharols, who have no land, nearly all 
died ; and the manufacture was ordered to be stopped under the 
impression that it deteriorated the soil. 

TOWNS. 

Chief town, .tljmer.-Ajmer had a population of 31,583 accorll
. ing to the census of 1876, and is the largest town in the district.. 
It is built on the lower slope of the Taragarh hill, is surrounded. 
by a stone wall, and possesses five gateways. The town is well 

. built, with some wide and open streets, and several fine houses. 
About one-third of the population is Muhammadan-nearly all· 
Khadims of the shrine of Mueiyyin-ud-din Chisti. The town 
was formed into a municipality under Act VI of 1868, and the 
income in 1876 was Rs. 57,966; of this sum, Rs .. 51,712 were 
due to octroi;· and Rs. 6,254 to minor sources, vi.z., nazul 
gardens, &c. . · · 

Ajmer is the residence of the heads of several important firms 
of Seths who·have establishments through-

Seths. out Rajputana and in other parts of India 
· where they carry on a trade in grain, cotton, and opium. In 

Ajmer, their chief, almost their sole, occupation is that of banking 
business proper, and is confined to the sale and purchase of 
hUn.dis, especially hUn.dis for the· payment of tribute due by 
Native States. Their money-lending business has much diminished 
within the last few years, owing to the . istimrardars, who were 
their principal constituents, having been prevented from borrowinoo, 
and to the ·action of the courts in giving decrees with protract~l 
instalments. The Seths complain that this procedure of tho 
courts has rendered the village banyas indifferent about paying 
their debts when due, and the Scths find the return of their 
money so slow as to render it no longer prqfita~le to lend. 
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The original town of Ajmcr was built inside the '\"alley through 

1 
J. k t. which the road leads to Taragarh, and 

11 
ur u • this place, known as Indurkot, is still the 

rcsid.encc of a nun1lJer of ].Iusalman families-Sheikhs, I'athans, 
and Sayyids. ~rhese people state that they arc the descendants of 
the soldiers who came to Ajmcr in the time of Shahab-ud-din, and 
arc a peculiarly dark race ; they own no land, and get a livelihood 
chiefly by farming the gardens around Ajmcr. The old baoris, 
or reservoirs, and the temple to be hereafter described, are almost 
tbc sole relics of the ancient town. 

The city is for the most part dependent for- its water-supply 

Water-supply. 
on the Am1sagar lake, from which :two 
masonry channels, with openings at inter

nt1s, p:1Ys underground-one through the city, and the other just 
outside it. 'rhc latter fills a handsome reservoir built by Colonel 
Dixon and called the "1\iadar Kund." No attempt has as yet 
l)(•en 1nado to lHtcr the water of the lake, which is often in a very 
impure sbtc. ""Tlic people on the south side of the city generally 
usc the water of the jhalra, which is a deep cleft in the rocks at 
ihc l1aso of the 'raragarh hill, and filled by a never-failing spring, 
though surface-water is als0 conducted into it... There is a similar 
natural spring on the _Nasirabad side of the city which was opened 
out by Colonel Dixon, and is known as the digi. The water in both 
these reservoirs is said by the people to possess a high specific 
gravity owing to the strata of lead through which it 1)asses. There 
are very few good wells about the town, and there are none within 
the walls. vVhat wells there are, are fed ~lY percolation from the lake. 

'l'hc chief objects of interest are the dargah, the .Ll.rhdi-din-ka:. 
JJiasjhl, the fort of Taragarh, and the fort of Ajmer. 

'rhe dargah is an object of veneration and pilgrimage to· all 

. The Dargah. 
religions and sects. ·The emperor Akbar 
n1ade a pilgrimage on foot to this tomh, 

and the hanyas of the dargah hazar daily lay their keys on the·· 
steps of the shrine before opening their shops.· Khwaja J\iueiyyiri
ud-din Chisti, the saint known as l{hwaja Sahib, is said to 
have <lied in the year 12?5 A.D., at the ago of ninety-seven, 
and to have come to AJmer at the age 0f fifty-two, shortly 
before the invasion of India by Shahab-ud-din .. J\Iany marvels 
arc related of him in the .Ll.khbar-ul-.Ll.khy&r and other works, 
and it is difficult to extract the historical facts. of his career 
from the nmss of romantic legends which have gathered round his 
nanw. It was at l\Icdina that a voice cmne from the tomb of the 
!lrophct calling for l\Iueiyyin-ucl-din, and directing him to go. to 
Ajtner and convert the infidels. lie obeyed the call; and, on his 
arrival at Ajmcr, rested on the spot now known as the Kangara 
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Masjicl, in thedarg{th,.;whcre at the time the l;ing's canwls were 
tethered. :From this 'uc ·"·as ejected,_ and went and t,ook up ltis 
al>Ode on tho l1ill which bvcrlooks tho .An:'ts~igar, the In:trgin of whieh 

·. lake he found covered with idol temples. '11he idolators, enragPu 
at the slaughter of kid~ by the l\lusalmt.1ns, conspired to mas~acre 
them; but on conling in sight of the Khwaja, they remained rooted 
to the spot, and though they tried to cjacubte lliim Ill am I could 
only articulate Jlaldm} Rahim I In vain did the idolators, led by 
the great sorcerer Ajipal, and the deota Sh::ulidco, renew their nt tacks . 

. 'rhey were defeated on every occasion, and fin:tlly begged forgiveness 
of the Khwaja, and invited him to eon1c and take up his abode in 

· the town. ·He consequently chose the site of the present dargu h. 
Shadidco and Ajipal bo~ame ~Iuslims; lJut the llaja refusccl to Lc 
persuaded in spite of the mimclcs, and it was owing to a dreau1 in 
K.horasan~ in which he, saw the Klnvaja calling to him to con1c 
over to India nnd help him, that Shaluib-ucl-tlin was induced to 
march into llindustan and complete the ~uin of thninfidel king. 

~ The K.h waja ;was twice married ; his eldest lineal descendant, 
;' called , the Dewnnji, is the spiritual head of the shrine. All 

descendants of i.he J(hwaja enjoy great consideration thTouglwut 
~ India.· The Nizfun of Haidar:ibad, they say, will not sit in their 

prescn_ce, and tht'. l\Iaharajas of J aipur, Gwalior, and Jodhpur plaee 
them on a seat 'vith themselves. 

; The <largah is built on the southern side of the city acljoining 
the city-wall which runs at the foot of the ~raragarh hill. 'The 

i residence of the dewan is to the east of the shr·ine, and west of it l is a quarter of the city approprin.ted to the Khadims or servitors of 
the dargah. The first object on entering at the nmin gate is the 

f Nauba,t-khana,containingtwo huge drums which were presented hy 
', Akbar after the capture of Chitor; and just beyond this, is a high 
arched gateway tastelessly decorated that flaring colors, and with 

',stairs to the top. Here is trcasurcu a gong, also portion of the 
'spoils of Chitor, which is beaten sixty-fourtiines in the twcnty-fo1u· 
'tiours. To the right of tlils arch is a spacious courtyard where the 
illahfil is held, and further on, n.large mosque built by .Akl>ar, now 
partially ~n ruins. Pr~cc~dJng to":a~·ds the holier }Jart ?f the ~hriJ.;e, 
callc<l the Bhilar-ka-astana, the visitor sees, on the right, :1 wh1tc 
marble mosque built by Shahjchan, still as pm-fect and fresh as on 

: the day it was finished. On tlle left is the t~mb of the saint, with 
the tombs of his two wives on the north side, and the tombs of his 
llaucrhter, llafiz Janul.l, aml of Chimni Bef!n.:n, said to have been n. 
dau~hter of Shahjehan, on the south. 'fhe tomb of tho KJtwaja is a 
square:domed LuilLling with two_ cntran~es, one closed by a r1air of 
sandalwootldt)ol'S, part of the spmlsuf Clntor, awl the other spanned 
by a silver :uch 11rcscntcd by Siwai Jai Singh of Jaiptu·. 



{ 03 ) 

l""rom the first to the sixth -day of the month of Rajab in each 
p:·nr, a reli~ious festival calle(l Urs .1l1ela is held at the dargah. 'l1le 
festivallnst8 six days, for it i" uncertain on what day the saint died._ 
'l'he proeef'clings consist for the most part of recitations of _Persian'
r•oetry of the Sufi school, at an assembly called the Mahjil . . These 
rcf'itations m·c kept up till 3 o'clock in the morning, l)y which timo~~i
many pilgrims arc in the ecstatic devotional state technically knowrr''. 
as fldlat. One preuliarcustom of this festival may b~ mentione~~-. 
There are two largechaldrons inside the dargah enclosure, one t~~a· 
the size of the other, which are known as the great and ]itt,le)l~g . . 
Pilgrims to the shrinc.according to their abilityorgenerqsity pp>pose 
to qJfer a deg. 'l1he smallest amount which can b~givenforth~large 
deu is 80 maunds of rice, 28 maunds of ghl, 35 of sugar, and 15 _of _ 
almonds an(l raisins, besides saffron and other spices; and the ~ .. 
tuum cost is Us. 1,000. The larger the proportion of spices, sugar, 
and fruit, the greater is the glory of the donor. .About 1840 
the N azir TinJjis of Jodhpur offered a deg which cos:t Rs~ 2,500;: 
and its sweet savour is still redolent in-the precincts {)ftlie dargah. · 
~L,hc donor of the large deg, besides the actual cost of its contents~., 
hns to pay about Rs. 200 as presents to the officials of the shrine, 
and as ofl'erings at the tomb. · The small deg costs e~ctly half the-
large one. _. " "' :· 

. ''lien this gigantic rice-pudding is cooked, it is "loote4" in a 
state of boiling heat. Eight earthen pots of the mixture are. first·. 
set apart for the foreign pilgrims, and it is the hereditary privileget .. 
of tho I>eople of Indurkot and of the menials of th~ dargah U,:J ... 
despoil the chaldron of the remainder of its contents. A.fter th'e' · 
recitation of the Fdtkif!, one Indurkoti seizes a large iron la(UEi; · 
and, n10unting the platform of the deg, ladles away. vigoro~JY, .. 
All the men who take par:t in this hereditary privilege ;iu:e swad~
dlcd up to the eyes in cloths 'to avoid the effect of th_e.-·scal~g
flnid. Each takes a ladleful of the stuff iu the skirt .of, .his~_coat; 
and not uncommonly finds the heat so overpowerlhg that he· is· 
ohH~ed to drop it. ~7Jlen the chaldron is nearly empty, all_ the 
lndurkotis tumble in together and scrape it clean.: .There is a 
story that Imd:td Khan, a Resaldar of Jodhpur.>' wished .. pn onQ . 
occasion to make a fair and equable division to all, and partially · 
accon1plishcd his object ;'but, on his return from thefestival, he was 
stricken by a bullet directed by an unseen, if not 'supernatural,' 
ha.nd, and died. There is no doubt that the custom of "ld~ing u 

the deg is very ancient, though no account of its origin can be . 
gin.•n. It is generally counted among the· mirac~es 'Of thif·sai.Jlt 
that no lives have ever been lost on these QCcasio:r:is, thol}gh bur~ 
nrc frequent.. The rice is bought by mahajans· and others, and 
most castes will cat it. 'fhe number of pilgrims at thl,s festival 
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is ~stin,af-ed at 20,000, but no buyt.1g or selling is clone cxcc11t 
thnt of pedlars' wares. · 

. From an nntiquarian point of view, the most intercstinn· si(l·ht 
The "Arhai-uin-ka-Jhoii- in Ajnler is the masjid jn the old town °which 

Jlra." . . is kno\vn as ~~~e " ... t\:r~{ti-clin-ka~Jhoiipra," 
or the shed of. two and n half days. V::n·1ous accounts of the 
·origin of this name have been give1~; the nwst probable perhaps, 
or at least the only one which do~s not rc:3t on n supernatural 
basis, ·is that Kutb-ud-din or . {Utamsh, on visiting Ajn1cr, 

· p~ss~ed th~ temple on his way to ~nragarh and enjoined that, by 
his returnm two and a half days, 1~ should ·be ready as a place for 
his dev:otions. .Accordingly, by the appointed time it was trans
fanned into a liuhammadan mosq_ue. General Cunningham, in 
tho ,'second volume of the reports; of the Arch::eological Survey, 

; pages 258 to 263, has describec·l this building in detail, and 
the. following remarks are ta~erl from hh report :-Like tl1e 
great Kutb Masjid at Delhi, the LAjmer mosque 1}~as built of the · 
spoils of many Hindu temples w'n.ich were thrown down. by the 
bigotry of the conquerors. The, signs of rearrangement in the 
pillars are not so striking as in those of the Kutb mosque, but they 
arc equally numerous and conclasive, and it is certain that the 
pillars did not belong to a Jain temple, as there are many four-
nrm.ed figures sculptured on them. · 

. The Ajmer mosque is the finest and largest specimen of the 
·early }fuhammadan mosque thai. now exists. It consists of a 
quadrangle cloistered on all four E.ides with a lofty screen-wall of 
seven pointed nrchcs, forming a ntagnificent front to the western 
side. The side-cloisters are mostly ruined, but the whole of the 
seven noble arches of the screen-wall, arid the greater part of the 
pillared eloisters behind them, are still standing. The name of 
A.ltamsh may be read on the lower belt of writing on one of the 
minarets which surmount the screen-wall, and this is sufficient to 
show that the mosque must have been completed during the reign 
of Altamsh, or between A..D. 1211 and 123G. It is thus of the 
same age as the Kutb mosque at Delhi, and General C1mningham 
is inclined to believe that the two mosques were designed by the 
·same arehitect, and that even the same masons may possibly have 
been entployed in the decoration of each. Externally, the Ajmcr 
mosque is a square of 259 feet, whereas the Delhi mosque is a 
square of 147} feet orily. The screen-wall of the .A.jmer mosque 
is 2b0 feet Ion~, that at Delhi is 13:J feet.* 
. In -the Kutb mosque, the Maz{na, or liuazzin's tower for 

calling the Faiihful to pr.1yer, is n distinct ::tnd separate .building, 

· * This interesting building was restoreJ at a cost of Ra. U,OOO in the year 1S75·76, uns.lfe 
portions ha,•inf!' Leen taken down and rendered safe. · 
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l\"uown as tl1e celebrated Kutb llin:ir. But in the Ajmer ;nosque · 
we lmvc. tl!c carl~ est example of a pair of Muazzin's towers in tw9 
snmll nnnars whwh are placed on the top of the screen-wall over 
1 he great centre arch. This arrangement was impracticable in thOw. 
Delhi mosque, as the screen-wall is only 8 feet thick; but in the 
Ajmer znosque, with its massive screen-wallll! feet thick, the 
arcldtcct found it possible to erect two small"miua.rs, 10} feet iQ. 
diameter, for the use of the Muazzin. The tops· of both of 
these 1ninars are now ruined, but enough still remains to show that 
tlu~y were sloping hollow towers '\\ith twenty-four faces or flutes 
alternat~ly angular and circular, just like those o( the l{utb 
l\Iimir. Like their great prototype also, they were divided into . 
.,cparatc stages or storeys by horizontal bel~s of writing-:· · . 

In the masjid proper, and in the cloisters, there were origirutllr 
3i·.t pjJlars; but as each of these represented at least two of_ the 
original pillars, the actual number of Hindu columns could. not 
have been less than 700, which is equivalent to the spoils of frolll. 
twenty to thirty temples. General Cunningham attn"butes the 
grandeur of conception and boldness of design exhibited in. these 
two great n1osques to the genius of the ·Islamite architect; ,-but 
1hc gorgeous prodigality of ornament, the delicate sharpness of 
finish, and the laborious accuracy of workmanship whieh are conspi
cuous in the execution, he considers due to thcskillofHindumasons. 

'l'hc hill-fort of Taragarh, which has played so pro:tninent a part 
T .

1 
~, rt in the history of the province,. is a circum-

aragall 
0 

· vallation of the _crest of .•the ·hill which · 
overhangs the city of Ajmer and commands it at every point. : The 
walls of the battlcmmits, where they have not been built on :the 
edge of an inaccessible precipice, are composed of huge blocks o.f 
shmc cut and squared, so as to make a dry wall of some 20 feet 
thick and as many high. The space within the walls iS 80 acres, 
and is nnwh lo~ger than broad, with an acute· salientitngle to the · 
south. There are several tanks inside the fort which are filled durr
ing the rains, and generally contain water throughout the year. · 
l..,ron1l8l8 to 1832 the fort was occup~ed by acompanyofNativQ 
Infantry, but, on the Yisit of Lord William Be~tinck in 1832, it . 
''n.s di:~nnantled. Since 1860 it has been. used as a sanatarium' for 
the European troops at N as!rabad, and the accommodation was 
inereased in 1873 so as to allow of the residence of one hundred 
n1cn. 'l'he summit is crowned by the shrine of J\Iiran, Husairi, 
whose history has been related already. The shrine is endow~ 
with three villages, the average annual revenue- of which is 
n~. J·,3G7. Innncdiately arotmd the shrine are the residences of 
tlto 1\Iw.diins, or servitors. Jabar Khan, chamberlain in the time 
uf ... \.klxtr, built. the' UlOS(fUe; and the present conspicuous gateway, 

I 
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from which there is. a magnificent view of tbc surrounlling coun
try, was built by Gumanji Rao Sindia. 

· There is a massive, square, fortified palace built by Akbar on 
· the north sicle of the city, which from 

Fo~ of Ajn er. 1818 to 1863 was used as the Rajputantl. 
arseilal,' out hns now been converted into a tahsil and treasury. 
It is a prominc~'lt object in the landscape from n11 parts of the 

·_valley~ but has 40 great pretensions to architectural beauty. This 
was the residence of Jehangir when at Ajmer. · Shahjehan built 
a row of marble pavilions on the embankment of the Anasagar, 
and turned into a residence what was a pleasure-garden in the 
time of J ehangir. · 

~ The city of Ajmer is in latitude 26° 26' 30", and longitude 
74• 39' Sln •. It iH 677 miles from Bombay and 232 by railway 

. from Agra. · . 
· Beazoar.-The: ,thriving town of Beawar or Nayanagar next 

claims notice as the chief ·mart of the cotton trade, and the only 
other municipality in the district. Its position between ]lewar 
and lfarwar gives it commercial advantages. The income of the 
municipality in 1876 was Rs. 18,788, of which sum Rs. 10,365 
were contributed by octroi. The incidence of taxation 11er head of 
population was Re. 1~5-3, while in Ajmer in the same year it 
was Rs. 1-10-2. · · 

Beawar is the only town in 1\ferwaro, anll is the creation of 
Colonel Dixon. Before 1835 there was only a small village of some 
thirty or forty houses, close to the cantonment of Beawar, on the 
site of the present to~vn. Colonel Dixon issued notifications of his 
intention to build a town, and in duo course candidates for forty 
shops appeared. The work was then commenced; the streets 
were marked off at.right-angles, tho main streets having a breadth 
of "72 feet, and being planted on each side with trees. ~Iohullas 
·Were ·allotted to the different castes ; and as the town grew and 
prospered, Government sanctioned the building of a town-wall of 
stone set in mud and plastered outside, which cost Rs. 23,8L.t0, and 
which has lasted exceedingly well. Colonel Dixon estimated the 
population in 1848 at 9,000 souls, but at that time it was probably 
not so large. The town contains a population, accorcling to the 
census of 1876, of 12,038 souls. The houses arc generally of 
masonry with slab roofs. There is a colony of s1niths, whose 
iron-work is exported to Ajmer, 1\rfewar, and JHarwar; and also 
a colony of dyers. . · 

Kekri.-,Vith the exception of the town of Nasirab:ld, which 
has grown up ·with the cantonn10nt, there arc no other towns in 
the district with a population above 5,000. Kekri has about 5,000. 
The town is fifty miles from Ajmer, and, in the early years of Dritish 
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rul!·, h:tLle fair to rival Ajmer as a trading mart. It has, however, 
lJccn long inn declining state. Except its position as regards native 
territory, the town possesses no advantages in itself; water of any 
kind is scarce, and s·wcct water can only be obtained from wells· 
smik in the bed of tile tank adjoining the town. Kekri has a wan,· 
and is the residence of a deputy· magistrate, whose duties~ since 
the istimr{trdars of the adjoining parganas have been invested 
\\ ith nwgistcrial and civil powers, have been much diminished. 

Pus!tkar.-Pul!lhkar is a celebrated place of pilgrimage, and the 
~rcat sanctity of its lake, equalled, according to Colonel Tod, only 
],y 1hat of JI,Ianusarowar in Tibet, is due to the belief that: here 
lfrahma pcrformecl the yajna, and that the Sarasvati here re-ap
pears in five strcmns. The legends connected with these two beliefs 
may l 10 found in the Puthkar JJ1altdtmy of the Padma Put•ana. 
llr:1hnla '"as perplexed as to whe1·e he should perform the sacrifice 
:wcnrding to the Vedas, as he had no temple on earth like other 
deities. As he reflected, the lotus fell from his hand, and he 
ddcr1nincd to 1)erform his sacrifice wherever it fell. The lotus, 
rebounding, struck the earth in three places; water issued from all 
t hrce, and 13ruhma, descending, called the. name of the place 
l>ushbu·, after the lotus.* Brahma then collected all the gods, 
and on tho 11th day of the bright half of Kartik, everything was 
ready. Each god and riski had his own special duty ass~gned to 
h in1, and Drahma. stood with a jar . of amrit on his head. . The 
sacrifice, however, could not begin until Savitri appeared, and 
she refused to come without Lakshmi, Parvati, and Indrani, whom 
Pavnn hu<l been sent to summon. On liearing of her refusal, 
lJrahn1a becan1e enraged and said to Indra: "Search me out a 
girl that I may marry her and commence the sacrifice,. for the jar 
of amrit ·weighs heavy on my head." Ind~ accordingly went, but 
fonnd none except a Gujar's daughter whom he purified by passing 
Iwr throue;h the body of a cow, and then, bringing her to Brahn1a, 
tolcl what he had done. Vishnu observed-" Brahmans and cows 
arc in reality identical; you have taken her from the womb of a cow, 
and this n1ay be considered a second birth." Shiva added that, as 
she had passed through a cow, she should be called Gayatri. t The 
Br:ihn1ans agreed that the sacrifice might now proceed, and 
Drahn1a, having n1a.rried Gayatri and having enjoined silence 
on her, placed on her head the jar of amrit, and the yaJna com
Dlcnccd. 

'*' Tho holy ground e~:tenus for one .1io.fan roun<l the brgest lake, called J,11esht PusltT.:a.r. The 
Se<'Oihl lake i~ tl1e JliwlltJfl Pushkc<r, near the tank now eullccl Sud~ Bai. The third lake is the 
Kanislill'usU..a:·, which i:> now generally calleu Bnrha l'usl1kar. Tho mitli.lle lake is very small, 
and there are IW 1miltling8 rounu it or n,uaLl the third lake. . 

t Tlw image of Giiy:ttri may be seeu in Uw temple of Bralnna, close to that of l.lral.una himself. 
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, '11m sacrifice, liO'WPYcr, ''as soon intern1pted l1y a nal\e1l 
tnan· wl1o appe:ll'c(1 crying "Atmat! At.mat !" and who, at the 
instigation of Shivn, threw a skull into the saerifici:JJ grotmd. 'Vhcn 
it was attempted to. rcnlove the skull, two nppc1red in its I>lnec, 
and the whole ground gradually became covered with skulls; till 
Sbiva, ·at Bralrma's request, finally agreed to ::emovc thc1n on 

. condition that he should have a temple at Pm hkar, there to be 
worshipped under the name of Atmnt.cswar. 1\IeLnwhilc a numl)el' 
of Brahmans, all ugly men, arrived from the Dakhin. A&. they 
bathed in the· lake, their forms changed into tltose of handsome 
men; and the ghat at which they bathed, called Blll'l1p Gh{Lt, is the 
resort of pilgrims on the 11th day of Karlik. 

On the· morning of the 12th day tho Brahn1ans en me to 
llrahma and asked where they were to bat':lC. Jle directed 
them to bathe -in the Prachi Sarasvati, the stream which passe.;; 
by tho village 'Of Hokran; and it is explained how tl10 Sarasvati, · 
after tlisappearing tmderground to ·,escape th(~ heat of the fire 
which .she is. carrying to the sea, re-appears in: five channels,* in 
the sacred soil of Pushkar; how two of these meet at Nand, fi vc 
miles ')trom Pushkar; and how, from the j'unction, the river, 
thereafter ealled the ·Luni, proceeds to the sea.. The sacrifice ·was 
disturbed this da$" by Batu Bralur,an, who let loose a snake 
among tile · Brt1hmans. The reptile coiled itself round Bhrigu 
Rishi, who~c so~ imprecated. a curse against Batu that he might 
become .a snake. Batu, gmng to his grandfather Brahma, was · 
consoled by the promise that he should be the fotmder of the 
ninth· orcler of snakes, and wrts directed to go to the ~ agpahnr, 
where he should receive worship on the 5th day of the dark half 
of Sawan at the place called the Nag-kund. 

The sacrifice proceeded till the 15th, each day having its 
appointed duties ; for this day the Brahmans were directed to 
make a circuit of the lakes and to bathe in Gayakup. t Shortly after 
their return, Savitri appeared, greatly incensed at the disregard 
which had been shown to her. Brnhnia sought to pacify her, but to 
no purpose, and she went away in a rage to the hill north of· the 
lake where is her temple. 

After the yajna performed by Brahma, Pushkar became so 
holy that the greatest sinner, by n1erely bathing in it, went to 
heaven. Hc~n-cn became inconveniently_ crowded, and the gods 
con1plained that no man any longer regarded them or his duty, 

:t The fh·c streams are enumerated as Suprablur, whi<:h falls into Jyesht Pushkar; Sudha, 
wl•ich falls into Mndhya Pnsbkar; Kanka, which falls into Kanisbt Pnshkar; Nand a, which 11ows 
past NanJ; ant! Prdchi, which passes hy IIokran, 

t It is the duty of pilp·ims on the li>th tlay of Kartik to.prrform the circuit (Parikrama) nf 
the lakes ant! to batlw in Oayakup, tlte tank n•)W known by the name fJf Sncb Uai. The Yirtnes 
of the iirth o£ Gaya n.re said to resiJe in this place, wheuce the u:ma}, 
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so easy -wa~ it to get to hea.T"cn. Bra~ma agreed accordinglfthat -' 
the tir·llt should only he on earth from the· 11th day of Kartik to ,· 
the full moon, ancl for the remainder o(:the year _he promised tq 
remove the tirtlt to the air (antarikltsha).* . Such· is. the legend· · 
given iu the Pushkar JJ;Ialuilmya. _: • . _ J _ :'· ·: 

The legends concerning Pushkar after the yaJna of Bralima ary 
rather confusing. Tho virtue of the lake is said:to have ·been 
fort,,.ottcn till it was rc-disco"!ered by Raja Nal~r}lao Purihar Q~ 
~[andor, who followed a white boar to the margm. of. the. Jakel·,: 
and then, dismounting to quench his thirst, found,. on touching;· 
the water, that he was cured of a skin-disease. :.He .is a~oordiiigly: · 
said to haYo had the lake excavated, and~- to have. built ghats.· 
1•ushkar, after this, appears to have come intot~e p<;>~~sion of· 
Chcchi Gujars, for there is a legend that some ·seven :hundr(}q 
venrs ago a large body of Sanyasis came to bathe in ~Pushkar.;· 
they disapproved of the Gujars . being· in; possession. of -the gh~ts;. 
killc(l them all on the night of th6 Dewall,, and.· turning out th~ 
K(nlphata Jogis~ who had become _priests of_ the temples, them·" 
selves left a representative at ~ach temple. "· · }. ·- : t:: . ·.•··. • 

'!'here are five principal temples in Pushka~those dedicated.to 
Brahma, s~l.vitri, Badri Narayana, V &raha, and Shiva ·Atmateswara. 
'l'hev arc all of ·comparatively;. modern 9on:struction, ~for" the :old 
tmnr>les suf!ered much at the hands of :' th~~l\fughals, and 
AnrangzelJ, as elsewhere in India;·enjoys thereputation,,ofhaving · 
destroy eel all the temples. A masjid;which is still kept up, was built . 
hy him on the site of a temple to.Kesho.·Ram -The· templei.'of 
Hrahma was built by Gokul-Paralc, an Oswai mahajan of· Gwallor •. :. 
and is tho only temple dedicated. ·to B_rahma in lridia.Ii, .. The · 
~ttcn.tlants at tho temple are Puri Gusaens. '·.Th:e temple of S~vi~ .• 
1s lnnlt on the north of the lake, and was.constructetiby the Purohit · 
of Ajit Si~gh of ~farwar. The temple.. to .. Badrl Na~yana -~~s··· 
rehu1lt by, the Thak-ur· of. Kharwa about .. ~1890 A.D~ That .·of ! 

v araha, or the boar, was demolished, by,Jehangir, and·the.present :. 
temple was built by Bakht Singh of Jodhpur. Goma ~6, S.ubahdW:~ 
of the )Iarathas, re-built the templeof .Shiva·~tmateswara. ~c.· .. 
· The tow11 is picturesquely situated on:thelake; ·with .·.hills~ .. ~on ·:: 
three sides : on the fourth side,· the sands, drifted· fro1n ,the plains·) 
of l\Iarwar,. have formed a complete bar to the.W!tters• of the lake • 
. :which has no outlet, though the filtration, through ... tho sandhills ·. 
is considerable. )lathing-ghats . have been · cQnstructed neal-ly 
round the lake, ancl most of the princely. and wealthy· faJ;Dilies of . 
Rajput:ip.a have houses round . the margiri., The. p~cip~ .ones· 

• ~ :' ' • -4 • < 

..:;;_ ' "; < ' ••• ' ·~'· 

• The firth can be ma<le to descend by the recitation of a. mantra commencing "Apo hisbta. 
mayobhuvas"-" Ye waters are the source of all good things.'~:,~ For Sudras, tlie recita.~on of the 
eight-syllabled mant1·a, "om namo Narayanaya," is sufficien~ · · · · .,:· ·:. • 
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arc those built by 1laja M{m of Jaipur, Abclya Bai, the queen 
of llolkar, Jawalmr :.Ual of Bhartpur, and Raja Bijay Singh of 
1.Ianvar. According to ancient clmrters, no living thing is allowed 
to be put to death within the limits of Pushkar. A short thne 
ago an .. English officer fired a rifle at an alligator in the lake; ·the 
whole population immediately became much excited, petitions 
were poured in, and it was with difficulty that the Brahmans 
could be pacified. The uproar was probably owing as much to 
jealousy of their invaded privileges as to any feeling connected 
with the sanctity ' of animal life; but the latter feeling is not 
confined to the Brahmans at Pushkar, and all the mercantile 
classes of the district, ·being of the Jain persuasion, arc exceedingly. 
tender of life. In the municipalities of Ajmcr and Beawar it 
is necessary, for sanitary reasons, to .keep down the multitude of 
dogs which swarm in every Indian town, but none are allowed to 

·be killed. The mahajans in both .towns subsc1·ibe and keep up a 
staff of sweepers to catch the dogs, and a "dharmsalo,," a place 
where vagrant dogs are imprisoned and fed, till an opportunity 
arises for transporting them by batches into foreign States. As a 
matter of fact, the dogs generally succeed in returning to their 
native town in the rear of the cart on which they have been 
expatriated, ancl the process recommences de novo. 

The populatio_n of Pushkar is about 3,750, and consists almost 
entirely of Brahmans ; of these, there are two divisions-those of 
the BaraBas and those of the Chhota Bas-and these two have been 
perpetually at · variance. The Brahmans of the Bara Bas are 
undoubtedly the older inlk'tbitants, and they have held the lands of 
Pushkar in jagir since long before the Mughal empire. They 
say they are descended from Parasar, the ·father of the Veda 
Vyasa, and that, like the Mathura Chaubes, their names were · 
omitted when the list of the ten Brahmanical tribes was drawn up. 

· They trace their descent, however, through one Bhopat, and the 
general belief is that this Bhopat was a Mer. Brahmans will not 
eat with these men, who are found only in Pushkar and in a few 
of the neighboming towns of :Marwar. They are generally cailecl 
"Bhojak" in the papers which have been given by the Rajas on 
the appointment of Purohits, and they intermarry with Sevaks, the 
.Brahman attendants at Jain temples. 

The Brahmn.ns of the Chhota Bas cannot say when they first 
came to Pushkar, but there is a charter of Jehangir extant 
providing that, olthe offerings to th~ Brahmans, two-thirds should 
be allotted to the Bam Bas and one-third to the Chhota Bas; 
and this is still the rule of division.· These last Bralrmans are 
divided into four classes,-Gaur, Sun:idh, Gujr:iti, and Raj Purol1it; 
and are the Purohits of the Rajas of Jaipur, Bikanir, Bhartpur, 
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and Dholpur. There is a story that Siwai Jai Singh came', to . 
bathe in the lake, and gave his clothes io the Purohit, a Bcll1map,:·bf · 
the Bara Bas. He was afterwards surprised to. .see ·his ·cloth~ 
worn by a Sevak in a proeession at a Jainfunern!'atJai:eur~· ":on· 
enquiry, he found that the Sevak was a so;n-in-law of the P.urohit, 
and he then took away the office from the Brahmans of .the Bara 
Bas and conferred it on those of the Chhota Bas. . 

The fair at Pushkar takes place in October or November, and,. 
like other religious fairs, is used as an opportunity· ~or trade. 1 ~t':' 
is attended by about one hundred thousand pilgrims; who batlie · 
in the sacred lake. In 187; the quantity of merchandiSe a.nd the.· 
number of animals brought for salewere below the average---them 

.were about 401 horses, 1,495 camels, and '1,985' blillocb~ 'l"he 
horses are chiefly ]flarwari and Katiawar, and the native cava.Jiy 
rcgimcntts serving in Rajpuf.an.a gene~ly ;send parti~s ·to p1uchas.9 
rcmoun s. · ,· · 

Other Towns.-Thc remaining towils in the diStrict may be 
more briefly dismissed. Bhinai, Masuda,. Sa war, Bagheraf and 
l'is:ingan are the chief towns of their respective thakurs. ! There is 
an old Jain temple at Pisanganwhich derives its name from its being 
situated near the Priyasangama or · junction . of the Sarasvati 
and Sagarmati · streams. Kh,urwa is celebrated :for· it8 ·:tank. 
Doolia, Bundunwara, and Gobindgarh have each a pop~ation ot 
about 3,000. Among the khalsa villages, Rarnsar boasts of a large 
tal:.l.o from which it derives its name. Scinagar . is< famou8· "as 
the scat of the former power of the' Puar RajpU.ts :who were 
dispossessed by the Gaurs, and. whose representative-·, is. now 
Thakur of Ran:isar in...Dikanir. Rajgarh· was held by ·the ·Gaur 
Itajputs before the ascendency of the Rahtor8,·a.nd was given iji' 
jagir in 187 t to the descendant of its original rulers. · · ·· · ·_u 

i . " 

EnpeA.TION. 
':. ~- 3 ' '' • • • \/f ,~,· 

.Education.-As regar£!s educ!l'tion the pro~ce .. is- in~; n v;ery 
backward state. There IS no literary class .m AJmer,;' imd·the 
a•:-rricultural classes are quite apathetic ·on the·· subject.:;_~; Of~ a 
t.~tal number of 1,143 headmen of ·vilhges- 'appointed tat the 
scttlcn1ent of 187 4, only 54 could write their names •. ~ · . · -, >'-) . 

\Vith the exception of a monthly subsidy of Rs. 300, which Wa.s: 
.Ajml'l' College. given . to an English . mis~onarY: who J.u:td 

established a school at AJmer, no attempt 
was made by Government to provide- for· thE} education. of the 
pc6plc, till the year 1851, when.· a school was ·•opened at Ajmer. 
'l'he school was affiliated to the Calcutta. University in· ,1861, . and 
since that time 37 Jlupils have passed the Entrance·. Examination~ 

<, • . '* 
' ...; ,,~ -·· ·" 
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and 8 of this number the First Arts Examination. In lSGS the 
school was raised to the posltion of a colleg-e, but with a staff of 
teachers limited to the requirements of the l,irst .A.rts Examination 
of the Calcutta University. · 

'l1he college at Ajmer is a commodious building, situated about 
a mile from the city. The present staff consists of a principal, a 
head-master, a teacher of mathematics, an assistant teacher of 
mathematics, and seventeen assjstant-masters; the principal, the 
head-master, and the teacher of· mathematics arc Englishmen. rl,hc 
number of pupils on the rolls at the close of 1877-78 was lDO, ot' 
whom· 104 were Hindus, 24 1\Iuhammadans, and 2 others. 
9f these, 4 studie<.l English alone, 12~ studied English, Urdu, and -
Persian, and 65 studied English with Hindi and Sanskrit. The 
total income of the college was Rs. 28,96i, including a Government 
grant of Rs. 27,166 ; and the expenditure was Rs. 29,230 . 

. Attached to the college is a boarding-house for the accomnw
dation of boys from the village schools who haYe obtained scholar-
ships; and 20 boys resided here in 1877-78. . 

There is also a city branch school established in the city of 
·. Ajmcr with a view to provide education for the poor hoys of the 

city, and for such of the .children as from their tender age or 
other causes could not attend the Government college situated on 

_ the Beawar road, a mile distant from the heart of the town. 'l1hc 
number of boys on the rolls at the close of 1877-78 \vas 28.1:, of 
whom .223 were Hindus an(l 61 l\I uhammadans. 'fhe total in
come of the school was Rs. 3,900, of which about half is provid
ed out of the imperial revenues ancl the rest by the Aj1ner 
municipality, fees and fines, &c. This sc4ool is intended to be 
a preparatory school for the college, and is placed under the direct 
supervision of the principal of the college. . 

A somewhat similar school has been started at Bcawar to 
provide primary education for the children of the town. There 
were 152 boys in this school at the end of the year, most of them 
being Hindus. 

During the year 1876-77 the district schools ·were ·reorganized 

El · ~- vill h 1 with a view to extending the range o.f elc-
emen .... l'Y a"'e sc oo s. • • . 0 mentary public Instructwn. The numlJcr · 

of the existing tahsili schools .was reduced., and a larger number of 
halkabanili ·or elementary schools c~tablished. 1'herc arc now 
uS vernacular schools established, 50 in the Ajmcr district and 
18 in ~Icrwara. Of these, 19 are supported by Government, and 
the rest from the edacational share (one per cent.) of the 3! per 
cent. cess. Of 1, 770, the total ntunbcr o.f boys attending these 
schools in 1877-78; 1,3.!5 uelongcd to Ajmer and Ll25 to l\lcrwara. 
Of this number, l,GGn were Hindus, and only 1011\Iuh:unmallans; 
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nf the Hindus, 1,271 were recorded as sons o:f.8gric~lturists,: an~~ 
the rest were non-agriculturists, consisting of mahajans, artizaU$·~. 
&c. 'J'he total cost of these schools during 1877-78 amounted to 
Hs. 1J,:35i, of which Rs. 9,484 were a Government grant.~ The 
average daily attendance was 1,234·03. , .. ·.i 

llesides these, there is one grant-in-aid mission school at Beawar, ·· 
one ma~e norma~ scho~l, ?ne female no:rr;tal ~hool, fiv~. girls' . 
schools In the AJmer district, and one Jail school. at AJmet;rro: 
educating a total number of 375 pupils, of whom 65 were girl~.;·.,, 

During the year 1877:78 a grant-in-aid of Rs. 100 per,· men
scm was sanctioned for a school to be establishedatAjmerforthe 
education of l~uropcan and Eurasian children. ·, . . .~, 

X o arrangements were made at Colonel Dixon's settlement itt 
18:JO for the levy of a school-cess ; b11t shortly-after the announce .. 
ment of the assessment, .75 s~hools were esta?lishe?- in· Ajmer~ 
~ff'rwara, and Colonel D1xon possessed sufficient 1nfluen~e to 
iwluce tho people to defray a large por~ion of their~cost. -Th~" · 
number was subsequently reduced to .57, and· ~he contributiqll.$~ · 
were continued as long as Colonel Dixon lived. ·:After his death, 
however, the clamours of the people agaii~.st ·the cess became so 
violent, that Government authorized the cessation of the contribu· 
tion, anll all schools except those supported by Government ·wer~ 
c loscd. The intensity· of the unpopularity of the cess. may be 
gathered from the fact that, when the sister .. hi-law of the llhinai 
ltaja performed sali in 1857, the last request of the Brahmans who 
surrounded tho pile was that she might use her in:fl~ence. for the 
abolition of the cess for village schools. . / , . . · . 

On this subject the labours of the Rajputana branch o~ ,the· 
U nitecl Presbyterian 1\Iission deserve notice. The Mission, whose 
head-quarters are at Edinburgh, collects between £30,000 and 
£40,000 a year for foreign missions alone, and has eight stations 
in Hnjputana. The first, Beawar, .was founded in A.D. 1860 by 
the Rev. Mr. Shoolbred. Nasirabad was founded the. following 
ycat. The Ajmer station was established 1n 1862; and that of 
'fodgarh in 1863. Deoli received a missionary in 187l,·and Jaipur 
in 1~72. The whole cost of the schools established by the Mission< 
is borne by the }fission BoardL and grants-in-aid have been to a 
small extent received. The .l\.iissi9n has established five Anglo .. 
Vernacular schools-at Ajmer, Beawar, N asirabad, Deoli, . and: 
Todgarh; besides 68 vernacular boys' schools and 8 vernacular girls' 
schools. The numLers in the Anglo-Vernacular schools are 721~ 
ancl average attendance 561. There are 1,554 boys in the verp.a~.~. 
cular schools, and 2,1,3 girls, with an avera.ge attendance together,:: 
of 1,284. The total of boys and girls in all the :Mission schools in 
the district amounts to 2,518, and the avel'age attendance was· 

K 
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1,8t5, or, including.Native States, 3,ti:)3 on the roll, and average 
nttrndancc ~,M>7. Thcl\Iission has also establisherl fonr orph::t;l
ages-in Tie<.1war, Ajn1er; Na~irabful, anrl ~rodgarh-in which 220 
orphans of both sexes are fed, clothed, and educated. Some of 

·the ·nea!Var orphans have been settled on land sccurc(l for thcn1 
near the villages of Tialid and N undri. . 

There are four thorougltly qualifiecl practitioners-at .J.\.jtner, 
Nashab_:id, ·neawar, nnd Udaipur-who superintend dispensaries 
where·m.edicine and ndvice arc given gratis. 

The following ·statement shows ·in a syne>Jltical form the 
statistics of the schools above mentioned::-
======================-=-~============~~=-=·-=======-=-=-===--"; I *- = ! 1·: .. - !:' - ~ - ·;:;a; 

~eli~ ~ •• ~.B~ '0~ 
-.c~ ~ ::...: E~ ;~~ §~ 

8 ·~ ~ · ~.; ot!.. .~r.:.. f f 
·"~ ;~ 0.... ~~ ~;; ·:= . z" z p, 0 !lol !.... ....... 411"' 

Cuss 'OJ. 'Sc.s:oo~o. RBll4DlU. 

-....,..---G-O'IJ_I!'r'_n-me-nt-S-ciro-o-lr-. ------;:---;:-1 Rs. r= 
.Ajmer Governmen_t Colleg-e m '1 100 !li,lGO 28,'00!

1

::!9,2:301 181'();! 

· .Ajmer City Branch SdlO(,l 1 234 1,5621·3,900 3,9001 · 240:7 

Eeawar .. ,. 1 152 75 1/•75. 9-.loj 71' 

Tahsili and Halkabandi S~:hools ..• ... 00 J,i';'O 9,48-J.I18,653t 15,3571l,214'fl..'l 

Girls' Schools __ · 6 6~ 1,01811,4!ltl 61;21' 48"llol 

Male Normal Se.hool I 20 1,410 1,410 1,116 15·64 

Female , .•• , 1 •i: . 417 ,l,Oiill 690 4'7l 

Jail ~chool • 1 ·oo 291 35ll 275 79'b9 

Grant-in-aid Mission School, De41wa.r 1 200 1,035 3,4231 3,347 150' 
------•--I--.--

Total Government ••• SO 2,771 42,453 61),(•2.'i: 55,3;;7! 2,tf.!5'l5i 

.----'-'--j 
Mission- Sclulol•. 

Anglo-Vernacular· 
• 

.Elementa.ry0 Boys' 

... . Girls' 

. ... , 6} I · 

J ~2,275 ) 
... 63 I t 1 w· {The c_ !lst. of the lii~~ion . j ·.. ... '" • sch .. Jis is nvt known . 
••• 8 243· 

Total Mission • ... , 81 1.2,&18 _,., ... .•. 1,&>5· 

G.R~:!!D TQTAL ... 161 ,· 5,289 42,458 60,025 55,357 3,870'15 . 
i I 

Literature and tlle P'ress:-There is no indigenous literary 
class, nor was there any printing press in Ajmer till1871. From 
this press the Rdjpzltana Official Gazette issues in English, 
Hindi, and Urdu; and the publisher is allowed to add a supple .. 
nwnt, which is an ordinary newspaper. 

J,Joyo College.-ln the latter part of the year 1870 the late 
Earl of )fayo visitecl Rajputana, and, in a darbar held at Ajmer, 
suggested to the princes and chiefs there present that a college 
should he founded at Ajmer, where the future rulers and nobles 
of Rajputana might receive such an education as would fit thAm 
for their hjgh rosition and in111ortant duties. lie proposed that 
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an ari~tocratic college should be established at the joifit.expens~. 
of Government and its feudatories, and invited . subscriptions. 
from the chiefs. They responded by promises of sums/Amount~ 
i ng- to nearly six lakhs.. 'rhe interest on this sum, added to a·. 
fixed annual subsidy.fro·m the Government· of India,,,forms the. 
i ncon1c of the college, to. be devoted to th~ salaries of lthe :f¢uca:.. · 
tiona I ami subordinate staff, and the maintenance of the' gfQllll:ds.;. 
\Vith regard to the buildings, it was arranged that ~the;:c6Ueg~ 
itself, ·with residences for the principal and~ head-mastel't should. 
llc provided by Government, and that each State· should build··. 
lJoarding-lwuses for the accommodation of . its; own pupils ~within .: 
the college precincts,. the residence for -the' Ajiner boys' beinq. · 
built at the expense of the British. Government. . · · .- ·. 

A space of about 150 acres, including _the site of ~he old · 
Ajmcr l'tesidency, was taken up at the end of, 1871 for the colleg~· 
gL'Ounds. But, at this point, ·op~rations languished~,for somei 
time,. owing. to indecision oU; the subject.of a design. far·the mair{ 
lmilding,· and the work did not ·begin actively until ·towards ~h_0 
elo:-;e of 1873. Bo~rding-houses for Ajmer, "f!dai:pur,:.Jo~hp~r,_ 
Ja1pur (twelve IJUplls each), Bhartpur and B1karur (t~o ·pup1ls 
each), arc finished, -as-wellas houses ~or the principal and head~ 
nmster. Houses for boys from Alwar, Tonk; Kotah, and Jhala~ 
war complete the list. All the houses, with. the exception. of the 
J aipur residence,. built by that·· State; have· been,.' constructed by 
the Department of Public Works. The designs are principally in. 
the IIindu-Saracenic style, and stone masom:y·'of a. high .. class: 
has alone been used in their construction.. - · .. . ,_ ,_ · - .. 

rrhe main college building was corm:ilenced. in 18~7 ... The· fhst 
~tone was laid by A .. C. Lyall, Esq., Agent to the Governor-General· 
and Chief Commissioner .. of Ajmer1 on the 5th January 187&. 
~rhe Luilcling was designed by liajor Mant, R.E., and. is- being.· 
constructed by J. W. Brassington, Esq~, c.:E., of .white marble; 
from the local quarries. It can,not be finished un~it1880. But., 
the opening of the college was not delayed t~. its completion. 
'rite first }Jrincipal was !Iajor St. John, n..E. On his departure to, 
Kabul, he was succeeded by.·captain Loch. In 1877-78 there 
·were 3D pupils at the college. , . . . ~ · . ' , 

IJ ispensaries.-Ajmer-lferwara· contains six dispensaries ·:Jhe 
branch clispensary at Todgarh was closed on 1st· May 1877, and 
a grant-in-aid allowed to the missionaries at Todgarh ;. the sadr 
dispensary at Ajmer, and • the dispensaries- at Kekri,, .. Masuda, 
Pisangan, and ltamsar, being under. the· .charge of. t.he civil 
surgeon; The other dispensary is at Beawar in l\ferwa1·~, and is 
under the eharge of the tt~istant surgeon at' Beawar, who iS 
a native of Bengal. ~'he income of the djspensaries chuipJ~ 
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f11e year 1877-78 was Rs. 11,480, of which Rs. 3,322 was nn im .. 
}Jcrial charge; the' expenditure was lls. 6,200, of whh.~h l{s. 4,3t,3 
was the cost of establishment. The number of in-patients 'vas4,5Gl; 
of out-patients, 2G,070. In 1850 the rc·venuc of the dispensarirs 
was lls. 1,7511 of which lls. 1,460 was a Government h'Tant; the 
number of in-door patients was 119 and out-door 5, 158. The
great want of the district in respect of the di£pcnsarics is that of 

. competent nativ-e _doctors, and it was proposc<.l to establish a 
medical school at· Ajtner, as it has been found that foreigner~ from 

· Dengal proper do not make these institutions I>opub.r with tlw 
·people. It may b~ added that a small enclosure adjoining the 
Ajmer · disp.ensary has been set apart for lunatics, but there is no 
lunatic asylum in the province. 

Poorlwuses.-ln this place may be ~ivcn an account of the 
institution attached to the Dargah KhwnJa Sahib, which is kno1vn 
as the "Langar Khana," and is the only institution resl'lnbling a 
poorhouse in the district. The custon1 of giving a daily dole is as 
ancient as the shrine itself, and h alluded to in all the old grants-. 
Two maunds of barley are daily cooked in a chaldron ·with s;alt an1l 
distributed at da.rbreak to all who come-:. The average uaily attend
ance in 1874 was about 40Q. No inquiry is made as to recipients. 
Besides the 730 maunds of· grain which are thus yearly consumed, 
604 maunds arc annually distributed to infirm ·women," idows, .anti 
other deserving persons at their own houses. The whole charity is 
in charge of two darogas who receiv-e pay from the funds of the
institution.· The cook1 water-carrier, and other servants arc paiu in 

· grain .. In times of scarcity a second dole is issued in the evening. 
· The normal cost of the charity in 187 4 was about Rs. 3,000 per 

annum, of· whic.h Rs. 666-n. large percentage-was the cost of 
supervision. · 

An:unnsTRA.TIO~ . 

.Ailrninislration: Civil and Orinzinal.-Thc follo"ing statement 
~hows the .numbel· of courts and of covenanted officers in Ajmer
nferwara at different periods :- . 

B::J-24. ! 1850-51. 1860-tn. llsn.:-3. lls77-7S. 

3! 1!!--5-l---5- -7-,, 2•) 
.. & 6- 11 15 

3 3 6 II 

:Number of malri.sterial courts ••• • •• 
., civil<•ourt~. im:hui.ing revenue com·t~ ... 
., eovenanted ctfu:trli at work througr10ut tl'le year I 

In the year 1S23-2J, when ~Ier"·ara cmuc under British 
management, the civil and criminal and revenue ailininistrations 
were placed in the hands of one officer, Ca1)tain llall; and ch·il nnd 
criminal cases were decided lJy punchayet. .At tills time il). Aj1ner 



( 17 ) 
..:. ·\· jIll 

there "\rns a Superintendent who was a~so Politfcal ;:Agent ,fa'!; 
Jodhpur, Jesalmer, and Kishangarh; and anAssista~t who did the . 
mass of the criminal work. · The civil work was dohe bf' a Sa4r. 
Amin, the heavy cases being taken up by the Superintendent.~ 
In 1850-51 Colonel Dixon was ~uperintendent of both districts 
with civil and criminal powers, and had an Assistant fu :Merwara 
and another in Ajrner. Besides thes~ covenanted officers ther~ 
were two Sadr Amins in .Ajmer, who did·both civilianti mjm,inal 
work. By the Ajmer Courts B.egulation dated 8th March 1872; .: 
published under section 1 of the Statute 33 :Vic., chapter 3,·the· 
whole judicial·· system was reorganized. Subsequently. in 1877 , 
another Courts Regulation was passed. :By this Regulation , 
there ~re. five grades of c.ourts, viz.~(l) t~e ~o~rt of ~hefChief; 
Comnuss10ncr ; (2) the court of the Comnuss10ner ;' (3) courts~ qf .: 
Subordinate Judges of 1st class; (4) .courts • of Subord.fu.at~1~, 
Judges of 2nd class; (5} courts of 1\Iunsifs. Each ..,of t~e.s(fi 

-courts has, ordinarily, both civil and criminal jm:Jsdictien.· lt,, 
was provided that, if a court of first appeal confirms:ft de9W.Qn:·:.: 
of ·a court of first instance on a matter of fact,.,'such:deCisi6n shall,' 
be final. In the year 1877-78 · there were ~~wenty .... magi~~eriat:~~ 
(~onrts .. The Commissioner exercises the powers ,.of a; Se~sion~.~. 
J udgc, and the Chief Commissioner those. of a 1Iigh Court. ,IJii·. 
the same year there were seventeen ci~ courtsj: exclusive <>f 
the court of the Chlef Commissioner. The magistrate of< tq,~· 
district has been invested · with the : powers · de~cribed,~:. in_ .. 
section 36 of the Code of Criminal Propedure~ .·and· hears -_, ap~~;,, 
peals from the decisions of officers exereising th~- po'wer$' of a 
bUhordinate magistrate. He ·is invested' -with tlie ·: powers• ·Qf· ,, 
a civil court in all suits, whatever be the value' or am.Q.un~ofl~cthe~ · 
:£ubjcct-I?a:tter; and with power to hear_ appeals .:fr()]Il 'decision.~ 
e~ a~y ?1v1l court of the first fow gr~des. The ~ggr~gate valp.e 
-of stuts 1n 1877-78 was Rs. 8,01,116, bemg an average o~.Rs·.11~8l~. 
rl'he civil courts do not sit dp.ring the months ·"():t~:A:qgu~t :a~4 _ 
\.::! t b ... . . ·'.''. ,, . . '···-··· < <. ' t..JCil em er . ···· . , ·· -. ' - • . . : ',' . ~ :\t, .•. . ::· .~, . ' ,: · .. ,, 

In !Ierwara, till the introduction of Act VIIt6~1S59, aJlcivfi 
cases were decided by punchayet. In Ajmer a custom obtained 
from 1818 to 1843 for the Superintendent to " ·Countersign all 
~grecments presented by all classes of people desirous of entering · 
1nto pecuniary'. engagements with mahajatlS . or· others~ The 
contracting parties, either in pe~so:i:t-pr by vakil, appeared before 
the signing authm·ity to vouch to the correctness of the document. 
rrhe lJUrport of the writing, whethel' giving a whole estate w. '. 
nwrtgage or pledging property to a smaller extent, w·as not p.oticed. · ' 
It was considered sufficient that the parties concerned verbally·> 
f;ertmetl to_ the correctness of the. instrl.Wlel1t .. , The }>aper1~~~: 
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signeu. was ·considered of equal legal force with a decree ot 
. L-ourt, and, as such, it has been acted on to tho present Lby. 

The Jlroduction of the dasl-klwti ikrr.trnarna, with the request 
on the part of the plaintiff that the engagcnwut be carried 
through,· has met with a prompt compliance. Upon a requisition 
on plain paper, the same process has issued ns if tho. case had 
been.decided in the civil court after the raymcnt of all legal ex .. 

· . penses. In this manner has a large portion of the Ajmer laiHl 
_become impledged to the monied interests.. On the ca_Ils of the 
tahsildar;on the istimrardars Lecoming pressing, the agent, with 
the friendly money-lender, appeared before authority, when the 
proce~cls arising from some of the villages for a tern1 of years were 
·signed· a'\tay to the money-lender." Such is Colonel Dixon's 
account of the custom which he was the first to discontinue. In 
~ . . 
Jieu .of it, a system similar to that prevailing in the Regulation 
.·Provinces prior to the passing of the Code of Civil Procedure ·was 
established. On receiving the plaint, a notice was issued to the 

· ·, defendant directing his attendance by vakil or in person ''ithin 
fifteen· days. Should he not have attended within that term, 
11roclamation -was made that, if he should not answer ·within 
ano.ther term of fifteen days, the case would l>c decided r:x-parte. 

· "Should he file ~s answer, the-reply and replication arc called 
. for, the issues to be tried are then determined, and a period of six 

weeks is allowed to the plaintiff to produce his proof. Thus it 
·may happen that three rn.onths have elapsed before the case is really 
for trial. After this there is. often most unnecessary delay in 
deciding the points at 'issue; o:qe party applies for the postpone
ment of the trial, o~ for more time; then the opposite })arty 
follows suit. The papers are often absurdly lengthy, and filletl 
with nice arguments on points quite immaterial to the real issue." 
Such is the description of l.Iajor Lloyd, writing in 1860. · 

Police,...:._The following figures show the strength of tho 
regular and municipal police in the district in the year 1877 :-

, f :European district superintcnJ.ent and inspectors, &c. . . . 3 
OFFICERS ( Native insrectors, sub-inspectors, and head con:; tables !);) 

1\I - {:Mounted ••• 4.t)o . 
. u EN • •• F t 41-G - 00 .... ••• . 

Tota} ••• 5S2 

Police stations -arc divided into first-class, second-class, and 
outpost. In Aj1ner there are six fhst-class stations, six second
class, and nine outposts; in ~Icrwara, three first-class stations, 
two second-class, and seven outposts-total nine first-class, eight 

. second-class, and sixteen outposts.·· One of the chief difficulties 
with which the police of the district have to contend is th~ 
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COnliDISSlOll of d.acoities by large bodies pf mounted men, ·ahcl~,. 
there is reason to l>elievc that gangs often pass through Briti~li.:: 
territorv, ebpecially the narrow stl'ip-of lierwara~ in going tO. br~~ 
rcttu'Jlhlgo from the scene of their depredations. _ . . .. ..~ <;J. · ·:; · 

Jail .__Statistics.-. '!'here is now only one jail .in: the distric~t ~ 
that of Bcawar having been closed. Till ·the year 1860, ,the 
Aj ~1cr jail was. in an old nat_ive building n~ar the city, a!ld; o1Yin~1-
to the unl1ealthmess of the s1te,-the mortalJtywas verygre:;tt.'~ I~~"' 
185 t., out of 188 prisoners, 12 died; in 1855,18 out of 166 i fu 1&56~_ 
20 out of 122 ; in 1857, 25 out of 138. · In 185!1 the daily 3,verag~. · 
of prisoners ·was 169, and the mortality amonnted to 34, or' 20 ·.Per> 
cent. A new jail was commenced in 1858 on one of. the hea~th~est · 
sitt's in Ajmcr, and the mortality is now reduced to linP.er;t:'p~~:;. 
'<'ent.. Before the new jail was built., no indoor work was ,;d!)rie ' 
hy the prisoners. No regular statistics of tlie Ajmer -j~il .. ~~~ 
proeuraulc before the ye~r 1864-65, when-~t 'Y~_plac?d.u.na~~th~: 
lnspPctor-Gcncral of Pr1sons. The follo_wmg statement shows th~ · 
comparatiYe statistics of the Ajmer jail 'for t4t;) years 1864-J).l¥·: 
alHl 1877-78:- ..... ~ .. · · .,_. 

~· ;_ I , 

:A vernge number of prisonet'S during the year ... 
'l'otal number of prison~rs admitto·d during the year 

, ,. disduJ.rged during the year 
.A Vi'ra~c munber siek iu ho~pital 
'l'nlal numbeT of tlcatLs durtug the yt>a.r 
l'er,'eutagl' of deaths to total popula.tion 

,.-~ .... : 

. ' '1&77-78.. ; ' .. 

RsC·A. :r. '' .is. A. P. 
}~. 'i. 

Total coRt per pridonerfouatiottll -· ... . ... , , " . ••. . 80 8 ill··· · l9· s __ o·t9_ ' 
.. .. eloihing ... . ... . -·· • ' ': ' ... : . '; i ~l.t . s_a . ~·oo ; 
,. ,. jail esta.bli>~hment, including fixed establishment, paliceJ 

and fXtrn guard& . ., . 0' . • 21 l! 6 2() S 6'31 
, .. ho~pltal charges ... ' . •. ,, 1 9 3 ' ~t 0 .13 : s·&a . ' . 
,. ,. contingenl'ies ... 2 10 3 • · 8 1J 1·86 

Total eoRt per ~r!soner, including all chargee ... ... 65 l Ol· · 64o • 6'89 . 
'lotnl vahH• ofJall manufactnrc>s ... ;.. · · .. ; ·>• llllii 6 6. ,. '7i-82S.-O, e 
.Average amount earned by each prisoner employed on manufactures k. ..., 15 e u·· · . ~S 12- 1,: · ._., 

' ';·.':. 

JJiilitary.-There are three military stations in- the·. distric~'·.~ 
N asfraba.d, ])eoli, and :\jmer; the two latter being garrisoned· by 
)ocal corps, the Deoh Irregular Force a:P.d the : Merwara · 
Battalion. At Deoli a regilll:ent of Bengal cavalry iS':' also caS:. . 
toned. At · Beawar there Is a detachl;nent of· the<l\Ierwara · 
n tt I• ' " . . . a · a Ion. , · · , ' .... · · , 

The canto~ent of N a~irabad is sitmtted on a bleak bare plain · 
Nallh-abad. which slo1Jes east'!ar~s- ~om ~he furthest. 

- - range of the Al·vali hills In th1s direction. 
The drainage is good, but there is a great lack of sweet :water. ·.All ·' 
th~ w~lls in the cantonment are bra~kish; and many are quite bitter,; :" 
Drl\llnng-water f~r the troops has h1therto peen carried a distance-of 
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nbout three miles. ]Iany schemes have been proposcu for snpl,]Y
ing the canlonrnent with water l)y forming ft tank-emlJanknH'nt 
in tho. nearest rang1) o£ hills, and one of thrs~, by which ,nltcr 
'vill be brought a distance of five n1iles from a village callcu Dania, 
has been carriccl out. · . . 

· The lines of Nasira.batl were laiu out in 1818 by Sir David 
Ochteriony, who, earl_y in th~t year, had n1arched into llajp'lt
bina with a force of e1ght regiments o~ infantry, one o£ cn:valry, 
and a proportionate arrmunt of artillery, with a view of cffeeting tiw 
disposs~ssion of A1nir I\J~an's for~es, and confirming the newly
formed and renewed. treaties of alliance and protection mth the 
States of Rajputana. Two·· accounts arc given of the origin of 
the name. A.ccordin·g to.one, it was after a fakir, Nasir· Sh(th, -· 
whom the general found living in the place. According to the 
.other, the name i$! derived from the title of Nasir-ud-daula which 

· Shah· ·Alam conferred on Sir Davfd Ochterlony for his <lefcnee of 
Delhi against Holkar in 1804. The cantonment is laiu out in a 

·,continuous stretch of Over a mile in length, the lines of the troops 
being' to the win(Jward of the officers' bungalows, to the leeward 
of which is a large, irregularly-built, open town "'ith about 18,000 
inhabitants. Tht~ garrison consists of a battery of ro-yal artillerv, 

. ai' regiment of European infantry, short of a detacln~cnt left at 
. Nimach, a. regi.Jnent of Bombay infantry, and a squadron of 
Bombay cavalry from the regiment at Nin1ach. It is con1mandcd 
by a brigadier-general with the usual st.:'lff, but forn1s pnrt of the 
l.Ihow Division of the Bombay Army, and is generally -risited once 
a year by the .major-general of the division. Though Ajmer 
has always belonged to the Bengal Presidency, and has always 

-been ~administered by Bengal officers, N asira bad is under tho 
· Commander-in-Chief of Bombay and is garrisoned by Bombay 
troops. '. . 

The cantonment is administered by a cantonment committee; 
and the can,tonment magistrate exercises civil and criminal juris-

.. diction within four 'miles radius of the cantonment. N asirabitd 
possesses a chaplain of the Church of. England appointed by the 
Bishop of Bombay, and a Roman Catholic chaplain. \Yith the 
exception of the United Presbyterian missionaries, and a 
chaplain at Ajmer who visits Jaipur periodically, there are no 
otho.r ecclesiastics in the district; the chaplain at Nasirabad, who. 
belongs to the Bombay diocese, being supposed to minister to 
the spiritual requirements of the European inhabitants of 
Beawar and Deoli. Extracts from the registers of births, deaths, 
and marriages in Ajmcr are fonrarded to the Tiegistrar of the 

· Calcutta diocese; and the A.dministrator-General of Bengal takes 
charge of the estates of pe1·sons dying intestate. 

. ~ 
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trhe c-antonlnent of Deoli is about seventy miles from Ajmer. 
in the midst of native territory, but the 

Deuli. cantonment itself is considered part of the 
. Ajmer district. It is garrisoned by an 

irregular cavalry regin1e21t from the Bengal Presidency, and a local 
coq)s called the Deoli Irregular Force. This latter consists of 
1Joth cavalry and infantry, the cavalry being mostly Sikhs, while 
the infantry are :Minas, a predatory tribe who have been enlisted 
as &oldiers with a view of weaning them from unlawful pursuits. 
The con1mandant of the force has been gazetted as cantonment 
tnagistratc, and disposes of the few magisterial cases which arise 
1wre fron1 time to time. · 

This Battalion, whose head--quarters were removed ·from 
~r E t r :Beawar to Ajmer in 1871, demands more 
~· erwara at a. wu. notice, as it was largely . instrumental in .· 

the p11Gification and civilization of !ferwara.; ·and the Resolution · 
of the Governor-General in Council, dated 20th June 1822,. 
which directed the formation of a local corps· in Merwara, 
yields to none in importance among the measures adopted to 
1·eelahn the l\Iers from their predatory habits .. * The ·nucleus. 
of the regiment then raised was composed of drafts · from 
the Rampura local battalion, which in its turn had been: formed 
from the remnants of the army of the notorious Amir · Khan. 
'rhe total strength of the new Battalion was :fixed at 680 of 
all ranks, divided into eight companies. Vacancies for 340 }Iers 
as sepoys were reserved, and a c.ertain proportion of the . commis .. 
sioned and non-commissioned posts were set apart for, those Mers 
who sho,uld soonest qualify themselves to hold them. The corps 
was cantoned near the old town of Beawar, about thirty miles· 
south. west of Ajmer, then in the midst of· a waste and uncultivated 
tract of country. At first there was considerable diffi_culty in. 
obtaining recruits, but 100 liers of all ages from fifty _to fo~teen. · 
years were induced to enlistoy a bounty of five rupees and the 
favorable influence of a general feast. Not only was it difficult 
to enlist men, but it was still n1ore difficult to retain them after 
they had enlisted. l\Iany returned to thP.ir villages, being uriablQ. 
to brook the restraints of military service. The regiment, how~" 
ever, soou found no difficulty in attracting men to its standards': 
some of the most smart and deserving recruits were rapidly 
11ron10ted; the first feeling of mistrust soon gave way to one of 
attachment to the service ; and while the Battalion gained in 
popularity, it also attained a creditable standard of efficiency from 
a military point of view. 

• The f9llovring account of the regiment hae bt!en taken chiefly from Colonel Dixon's "Sketch 
of ?.fo:r"'~ra!' 

L 
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During the early-years of the e:xistcnc~e of the Battalion, mnny 
Mer sepoys used to take their di~chargc on the completion of 
three years' service,. by wide~ time they had generally managed to 
save sufficient money to purchase a. pair of bullocks. They then 

·returned to their villages and took to agriculture. In this way the 
number of those who in the new I'cgimcnt had learnt what duty 

. was, and who had acquired hal~its of discipline, obedience, clean
liness, and good raith, was.sufficie:'ntly gr'rat to influence the inhabi
tants of Mcrwara hi the direction of industry and order. In 1835 
a sy:.stem of agricultural advances was established, and, from that 
date, discharges, though still numerous, lJl:re mu-ch less frequent. 
In 1823 the cantonments were moved four miles south, adjacent -
to what was subsequently the site of the town of Nayanagar. 

In 1825 the Battalion was aUgJnentecl by the addition of ten 
men per company, thus raising its-strength to 760 of all ranks . 

. ·_The immediate •?ause of augmentation was severe detachment 
duty on the outposts in the Merwara hills. This did not, however, 
~prevent two companies being detached to Ajnier in 1832-one as 
·the escort of the Agent to the Governor-General, the other as a 
city-guard. · · 

It was not till the year 183G that the Battalion saw any active 
~ervice. In that year it was found necessary to despatch a force, 
composed of the Merwara 13attalion and the Jodhpur I..egion, 
against several· outlawed thakurs of ~Iarwar, who, under the 
leadership of one Chiman Singh, Champawat, had for several years 
devoted themselves to pillage and highway robbery, and whon1 the 
~Iaharaja of ;r odhpur was unable to subdue. The outlaws hacl 
established their head-quarters in the wild country near the town 
of Kot in ~Ierwara atthe entrance of the Da·wer pass. The two 
regiments, under the command of Captain Dixon, moved on the 
enemy from different directions, and, after a sharp struggle, suc
ceeded in completely dislodging the outla,ls and breaking up the 
band, many of whom were killed, with their leader Chiman Singh, in 
the a~Hon. • The loss of the regiments was only eight men killed and 
wounded; and the thanks of the Governor-Gcneral.were accorded 
to Captain Dixon, whil~ the conduct of the Battalion met with 
high commendation. In the autumn of the same year the services 
of the regiment were again put into requisition for the expedition 
against Jodhpur; but as ~laharaja ~Ian Singh submitted to all 
demands, no hostilities occurred, and the force was n1archcd 
back to its quarters at Beawar. 1Vith this event ends all that need 
be said of the l\Ierwar:i local Battalion till the l\Iutiny of 1857. 

'fhe troops in Nasirabad mutinied on the 28th l\Iay 1857. :Early 
Jlotice having been conveyed to C9loncl Dixon, commanding the 
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11:1tblion at Be<hrar, he immediately ordered a company to move on 
Ajmer. By a forced n1arch of thirty-three miles during the night, 
J .. ieutcnant ,Y. Carnell, commanding the detachment, was enabled 
to oceupy the nuJ.gazine at Ajmer before information ·of the 
oeeurreuces at Nasirab~id had reached the company of the 15th 
Native Infantry thc>n garrisoning the magazine. It consequently 
permitted itself to he relieved and may;ched to Nasirabad, and. 
Ly this prompt measure the safety of Ajmer was secured.. The 
ticbclnncnt was subsequently strengthened by further reinforce
tnents frmn llctiwar. During the course of the Mutiny, a-detach
lneut of the Battalion was employed with the Rajputana field force 
under J\Iajor-Gcncral Sir G. St.Patrick Lawrence, and ·moved 
~ gainst the n1utineers of the Jodhpur Legion, who had established 
thcm.sclvcs in the walled town of Ahwa in l\!Iarwar. For its services, 
nwl for the unshaken fidelity and loyalty displayed by the corp~, 
all u1.en serving with the Battalion on the 1st July 1857 were
re,rrtrdcd with the grant of the pay, and privileges as regards 
1)ension, of soldiers of the line. · · . 

In December 1857 the Government of India authorized the" .· 
forrnation of a ~econd J\Icr regiment under the command of. Lieu ... 
tc'nant \V. Carnell, to be stationed at Ajmer. . On its formation, · 
the J\Icrwara loenlllattalion was reduced by two companies, which/ 
were drafted into the new regiment ; the strength of the united 
corps ''"as 1,500 men. The new Battalion, however, enjoyed but a . 
short existence. In 18.Gl, financial reasons rend~recl its reduction' 
necessary, and in October of that year it was amalgamated with: 
the old ~Icrwara localllatta.lion, which was then raised tothe 
strength of 1,000 of all ranks, and was placed under .. the. · 
Inspector General of Police. By this measure, the Battalion, with 
thl~ exception of tbe men on whom special privileges had been 
conferred as a re·ward for loyalty during the Mutiny, was deprived: 
of the advaub.ges, in respect of pay and pension,,which were. 
afterwards conferred on the other local military corps of Rajputana, · 
and the rncn were consequently discontented, while the regiment 
·was practically useless for purposes of police. These, among other 
cogent reasons, induced Lord }fayo, after his visit to Ajmer in 
lb70, to reorganize the Battalion into a purely military corps., 
Accordingly, by the Resolution in Council dated 20th November 
1870, the nurnbers were reduced to a total strength of 712 of all 
ranks, divided into eight companies. The pay of the men. was raised 
fro~n lis. 5-8 to Us. 7 a 1nonth, and they were granted the same 
}lri dlegcs as regards pension and allowances as the other local 
infantry corps inlt{tjp1lt{.ma. At the same time, the head-quarters · 
were transferred fron1 Bc{nvar to Ajn1er. 

TLerc are no regulations fixing the 1woportions of the castes to 
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'be enlisted, but the ynriations are slight, and the tendency is taward~J 
reduction of the foreign element. The composition in 187•t of tLe 
force, consisting of 710 men, w:zs as follows :-lfers, 351; ~Ierats, 
232; liuhammadans, chiefly belonging to the Ajmer district, 32; 
:Brahmans, 19 ; Raj puts, 19; J ats, 0 ; Gnjars, 3; other castes, 48, 
chiefly from Rajputana, though a few come from Oudh and Ben~ res. 
In Colonel Dixon"s "Sketch of Merwara ,, the constitution of the 
~orps about the year 1848 is given as 2g9 Purabis (men from the 
North-Western Provinces) or ·.of other castes than 1\Ier~, and 461 
lfers and lferats-total 760. .It will thus be seen that the corps 
.is more local now than in 18.:18. The regiment has recently been 
armed with the En:field rifle. When there is promise of an 
abundant harvest, recruits are scarce; but when di~t:rcss threatens 

". Merwara, candidates flock for enlistment. Apart, therefore, from 
-the political ndvantages of a regiment which has no sympathies in 
common with Raj puts, the:re is reason to believe that the existence 

· of the regiment is a real boon to the district of ~Ierwarn, affording 
employment to many who would otherwise be without a livelihood,. 

· and, by~ means of the savings. which are annually accumulated~ 
contributing to the wealth of the people. '.I'he regiment, however, 
has ceased to be what it was in former days-a school through 
which the greater part of~ the youth of the country passed ; and 
more especially since the removal of the head-quarters to Ajmer ~ 
its influence on what may be called the home aspects of the corps 
has been much diminished. "While the Eattalion was at Beawar, 
the· soldiers who enlisted, for the most part from the villages 
:imniediately adjacent, were allowed to go after parade in the 
morning to their homes; they worked all day in their fields, and 
were back to cantonments by night. Leave was often applied for 
by those who lived at a greater distanc~, and freely granted. 
The men, therefore, continued practically to form a part of the 
agricultural pOpulation: they met their relations frequently, and 
their pay went often to the common stock. · 

Soldiering has now become a profession. Men who enlist d(} 
'"'"~O for their life-time, and take their discharge only when invalided 
or entitled to full pension. After their term of service is over,. 

-they invariably settle down on their ancestral land, ha nng probably 
~aved· enough t<> dig a· well for its improvement. Here they spend 
the remainder of theii days; and generally have considerable 
influence in the village, especially. those who had attailled to the 
rank of sub&dar or jamada:r in the Battalion. 

In 1878 the regiment vohmteered for service in Mghanistn.n. 
where they acquired an excellent "reputation and proved the
llse of their mountain homes in traicing hardy antl activt:r 
soldiers. 
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Melcorolo,r;ical.-The following statement shows the rainfall 
Inertsurcd at the stations of Ajmer, Beawar, and Todgarh from the 
year lbGO to 1878. Since 1863 the rain-gauge at Ajmer has been. 
i)Inccd in charge of t:h~ ::Meteorological D~partment, which is· 
superintended by the civil surgeon. The registers of Beawar and 
'foe] ~arh are in ch:uge of the tahsildars :-

YEAR. 

lSGI) 
}i\Gl 
lSG~ 
l8GS 
l8G± 
1865 
l8Gtl 
1867 
lSGS 
18(;9 
1870 
1871 
1872 
lf:-;7;3 
] 87-t 
1875 
lb7G 
1S77 
1 S78 

Averar~e 
0 

-·-

I 

AJ.\JER. 

ln!;ltcs. cents. 

10 77 
25 50 
4·3 40 
27 34 
17 64 
16 47 
26 16 
27 27 

9 28 
2.3 92 
16 97 
21 70 
32 0 
21 27 
17 75 
36 37 
2:3 73 
ll 76 
31 05 

21 07 

-

BEAWAR. 

Inches. eents. 

6 69 
19 40 
4·2 70 
22 90 
20 70 
19 30 
14 60 
16 90 

5 50 
17 60 
13 0 
23 50 
20 50 
29 80 
15 60 
28 ' 80 
22 40 

'· 
15 20 
21 70 

19 83 

.. 

TonGARH. REMAB.KS. 
• 

. 
Inches. CtiDt&. 

13 36 Scarcity~ 
13 ~ 60 
23 18. 
21 6 
21 8 
26 9 
24 ·o 20 inches in A ugt. 
31 7 14 inches in Augt. 

8 3 Famine. ·· _ 
21 4 15 inches in Sept.· 
11 90 
10 60 
30 30 
26 10 

}'M avail-able. , 

. 
20 10 

This table, which _is not, perhaps, quite trustworthy, gives an 
idc3. of the precariousness and partiality of the rainfall. The pro.-.. , 
vince is on the border of what may fairly be called the " arid zone,u · 
and is the debateable land between the north-east and south .. · 
west monsoons, and beyond the full influence of either; . The 
fiouth-wcst monsoon sweeps up the Narbada valley from Bombay, 
and, crossing the table-land at Nimach, gives copious supplies 
to ~falwa, Jhalawar, and Kotah, and the countries which lie in the 
course of the Chambal river. The clouds which strike Katiawar 
an.d Kachh arc deprived of a great deal of their moisture by the 
influ.ence of the hills in those c9untries, and the greater part 
of the remainder is deposited on Abu and the higher slopes of the 



( 8G ) 

.Arvali, leaving but little for nferwara, where the hills arc lOWl'f, 
and &till less for Ajmer. It is only when this monsoon is in 
considerable force that ~Ierwara. gets a I>lentilul supply frmu it; 

· and it is only the heaviest storms which get as far as Jodhpur, 
where the average rainfall does not exceed four or five inches, while 
beyond this is the rainless land of Sind. 'fhe north-east 
monsoon sweeps up the valley of the Gangc3 from the Bay of 
Bengal and waters the northern part of Rajpt'itana, but hardly 
penetrates farther west' than the longitude of Ajmcr. On the 
conflicting strength of these two monsoons the rainfall of the 
.district depends. 

The prevail:i.llg wind during the rainy season is a south-westerly __ 
one, but there is but little rain which comes from this direction. 
The_ south-west monsoon is exhausted before it reaches even 
Merwara; and, if this monsoon is i:u the ascendant, the weather 
will be. cloudy, and there will be light and partial sholrers, but no 
heavy rain. ·'\Vhen the wind veers round to the west, as it often 
does, there will be no rain. It is from the north-east that .Ajmer, 
Deawar, and Todgarh obtain their heaviest rainfalls, thou.~h the 

·south-west monsoon has natJirally more effect at Toclgarh than 
·at Ajmer .. The central portions of the province often receive 
heavy falls from the ·north-west; the north-east n1onsoon being 
apparently diverted ·from its course by the winds from the desert. 
The direction of the 1\ind is most changeable, and the rainfall is 
exceedingly partial. · ~ 

Not only, however, is the rainfall most precarious and partial, 
varying in total amotmt very much from year to year, and from 
place to place, and falling with fury upon one side of a hill while 
the other side is perfectly dry, but it is most irregularly distributed 
over the rainy season, and most uncertain as to the intensity of 
the fall. This L'lst question is a most hnporlant one with reference 
to the filling of the reservoirs. If the rain fall in light showers, 
even though it be on the whole an average fall, the soil will 
absorb it, the nalas will not run, and the tanks will remain empty. 
If the fall is sudden and heavy, and at the same time general · 
within the catchment-area of a tank, the chances are that the 
embankment will be damaged. The best rainy season is one which 
includes a fall of three or four inches in twenty -four hours in June, 
and a similar fall in September, mth intermediate showers. Then 
the tanks fill and are replenished for the rabi harvest, and the 
kharif crop is not dro1rned with excessive rain. · 

These peculiarities may be illustrated from the history of the 
years for which the rainfall has been given. 'I he years immediately 
before 1860 were years of heavy rain, averaging in Ajmer over 
30 inches ; but the rainy season of 1860 was a very bad one. 
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'\Ylmt rain there was, fell in showers insufficient to fill the tanks;
:nul the1·c was no rain in September. The kharff harvest failed; 
and, hut that :niarwar had fortunately good rains-and furnished 
E-upplics of both grain and grass, the scarcity which ensued would 
lwvc amounted to a famine. The north-east monsoon failed over 
t!tc Xorth-\Yestcrn Provinces this year, but ~Iarwar got more 
than its usual supply from-the south-west. In 1861, the north~ 
cast monsoon appears to have been in the ascendant, but hardly 
reach eli to Todgarh; 1862 was a year of extrao:r:dlltarily heavy 
rain; the fall w·as spread over a long time, and was not violent 
enough to damage tho tanks. The khar1f failed, however, from 
cxecss or 1noisture, but the rabi was splendid.- In 1864 there· 
was an aycragc fall, but it all fell before the second week in. 
A11gust. In 1SG5 there was no rain till the second week in August;~ 
alHl it ceased entirely in the second week of September,- only ,1 
inch Scent~. having been registered in Ajmer in that month. "'There 
"·crc so1uc heavy showers, however, which :filled the tanks. In 
] 8GG the rains began in the second week of August, and fell 
continuously till the end of the month. In some places the tanks _ 
·were not filled, in others there were very heavy falls. :But for the 
tanks, each of these three seasons would have been one of very 
severe distress. The year 1867 was favorable; but the following 
year ''as one of famine, the average fall of all the statio~s having 
l>een only 7·4 inches. The rains of 1869 were not unfavorable as 
rc'gnrds the anwunt of the fall, but no rain fell till the middle 
of ·.r uly, and there was no rain again for nearly two months. The 
rainfall of 1870 ·was below the average, but was pretty well distri· 
lmtcd. 'Ihe years 1871, 1872, and 1873 were average years, but _ 
the fall was irregularly distributed: in Ajmer, in 1871 there were 
8 inches during the n1onth of June and f inch in August ; in 1872 
tlwrc was 1 inch in J nne and 18 inches fell in August-the rainfall 
of July and Scpteml)er was nearly equal in both years; in 1873 
the greater portion of the rain fell in July. · 

Climate.-Thc climate of the district is dry and healthy, and 
there are but few days o~ which a strong wind does 'not prevail. In· 
the hot weather, strong easterly breezesalternatewithhotwestwinds 
nnd keep the atmosphere cool. During the rainy season, a south.·_ 
westerly or north-easterly "ind is nearly always blowing according 
as either ruonsoon is in the ascendant. The cold weather commences 
latee than in the North-,Vcstern Provinces, but the cold in the 
Jnonth:5 of Decen1ber, January, and February may be called 
seycrc. 'Ihere is often hoar-frost on the ground in the early 
morniug. The statement on next page shows the mean highest 
and lo·yrest temperature for each month of 1871, 1872, and 1873 
according to the standard thermometer at the Ajmer jail. 
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January ... 60'4 71•5 50·5 61•3 70·8 53·5 60•1 72·6 47•6 
February, ... 69"1 8:.2·3 57·& 67·u 83'8 53·8 60·6 81•2 57·9 
March .. •"" 80'4 91•5 66•5 80•7 92·8 '68·5 78·9 91·7 65•9 
April ... 89•2 100·0 80'0 88'6 99•5 78·3 88·4. 95·5 79·1 
)lay ... 90'9 .. 99•0 78•5 93•0 103•7 81•0 90•4 10·1·7 76·2 
June ... 88•6 96•1 76·0. 93•8 104.•5 81•7 94•2 102•1 77•2 
July .· ... 82•7 91•8 11•5 84•1 91•6 75•7 83•1 92•2 76·2 
An gust. ... s1·6 92'0 74·8 . 79•6 85'1 83·5 82·0 92•3 75·0 
September ., ... 85'2 93·0 76·3 81'5 89•9 11·1 83•6 89•6 74.·8 
October ... 83'1 91•3 76•5 ·78·3 86'1 . 71·2 78·9· 87•5 72•3 
November ... 73'5 82·0 62•8 n~1 8CJ-2 61•4 696 77·6 63·1 
December ·• ... 64'6 73'8 55'5 64.·2 74.·3 64,·8 61·1 70'8 62•5 

-
·· Birfk and JJealh R.ate.-There are no trustworthy statistics 

as to the ~nnua! birth-rate and death-rate throughout the district. 
Births are not reported at all, but deaths are reported. The 
information is collected by the police f~om the village headmen, 
who, in their turn, rely _on the reports of the chaukidars, a 
body of men who are very insufficiently organized in Ajmer. 
The four mont~ from .November to February seem to be the 
most. fatal season, the hot season comes next, and the rainy 
season from July to October seems to be the most healthy. 
In the towns, the statistics are perhaps more reliable. In 1872, 
the death-rate of Ajmer city was- 54·65 per mille; of Kekri, 
35·67; of Beawar,. 41·59; of Nasirabad, 22·03. 

Endemic JJiseases.-Dr. Murray, the civil surgeon, whose 
experience of the district dates from the year of the j\futiny, reports 
that· there are no diseases .endemic in the district, unless the fevers 
generally prevalent in Ajmer city in the months of October and 
November, and which were very fatal in 18'72, can be classed as such. 
'l,hese a~e believed to be due to the very defective drainage to the 
valley, and various drainage schemes have been proposed since 1859. 
The work was commenced in 187 4, and has been completed. 

Other IJiseases.-In the eighteen years from 1856 to 1874 
·there were five outbreaks of cholera in Ajmer, namely, in 1861, 
1862, 1865, 1867, and 1869 ; the first and the last' year being those in 
which the disease was worst. Cholera usually appears in the rainy 
season. The cause of malignant cholera is believed to be a 
peculiar poison in the atmosphereJ while non-malignant cholera 
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may arise from sudden. transii1on8 from heat. t~·cold::irotti hnp~~~> 
water, indigestible food, bad meat, stale vegeta~les: or: iqtemp~ranc~k : 
pysentery ~nd ~arr hma are very pre':ale~t during t~ij.rairiS~ ~~ 'ls~;· 
1s rheumabsro. Cases of oplttha!J:o.ia are, frequently- met w1tq.~\.; 
Diseases of the skin are very com~on ; . t~ey as~e··~~u~ ~fyp~/ 
and characters from a comm,on.; herpetiC .eruption·.,to;~;the .m.os_l/ 
inveterate form of lepra. Pleurisyand p~e~onia~~Jic),ff ~ gr:e~t ··· 
rnany people fn. the co~d .~ea~her. ]l~i!s. ancJ. 1~q~cesses.:~r~,;:,y~fY!. 
preyalent duru;g the rams, and· sc~y; 1s 1~mll1on at ~~~s~s~on·~ : 
Guinea-worm lS almost always mor~ or l~s prevah~nti arid m some.-..: 
years h~ndreds of people are attac~.ed by~ tita,lady: ... ~ Un}~ss. tJ.lij . 
worm IS extracted. at an .early stage, cons1de~ble Imtati()n 'aud ~ 
inflammation supervene, and\it may" be.:wee;Jrs'·i;oJ: p.ionths .. b~fd~·~. 
the patien.t :eco':er~. .Europ?ans .are seldom; atbt~ke~ nr · ~ne8,t't 
worm ; this llllmuruty, ur attJ;lbuted to EUfopeans, drmking ;We1J.' . 
water, and ha.vingJt properly strailied •. ;,:No.cattlE:'- epide#ric$.~1yl.ve ·: 
been recorded of litte years, nor h~ve there ever~~been any.epideiq.ic ... 
attacks ~luring th~ gathe~ngs ~f J:>9.Sf:lm~ ~t the ·~~\1-s~(.f~~~~o~ ' 
the festival of the KhwaJa Sahib. )J~1~: ~' , ~ • •• .'·~ •... . • .r~·' ·: , , .. , ; .~.: ·. ,· 

Medicine.-There are said to be some th:ree"' thousand·dilierent·. 
kinds of physio to be obtained from the's1J_ops uf thep~~~it~!'~or·. 
native druggists; b!lt~ of these, onlythre~.l!undred:are_believedi.tli , 
nearly all. are imported from oth~r parts· o!·. '!rJ.dia; ~I~st :P~>~· ~4e : ~ 
drugs of real efficacy us~d · py~ n:~tiYe p~t~tiol}e~s ar~ tq ~· fRun~ ·' 
in our own pha.rmacoprem~ ·:· · .. ·_ --<.:<""··~; :l ~~t~ -!:'~ .,~~·r,·o: ~·P-~1•. 

Retrospec~· of British .Lldrn,inistratibn ··:tlnd~-: . ._t~e .Famint·'-ol~.-:; 
1869 .-Theterritory of :the A.jiner district; thatis rioW:.<under dh~ect:·.v' 
British administration has .·been ~practically_; id.enti~J~.' since·; thei. 
cession of the ·district in ·~1818·: fu:.the present time.- ~i· (rlle ·itit;il.1'. 
change of importanoo •· has "been· tlie.~~.addi~~orl ~f~•"nfe"~ iil1age8i'in\. 
accordance with· a treaty· with· Sm,d.ia ·iin 1.860 .. f.The}'<iit:~~y~ ·• 
administered villages of. Merwara have .. ~,be«;1n ide.n~ical·:since··the; · 
co~quest and cession in_1823.:· T~e terilB~rart; a~a~gffD1~nt.uilde~J,,J. 
wh1ch seven Ma.rwax:, vi.lla.ges were for.· a .J9w.>':years,pia;oed·undei~.~ 
British management, will.fnot· •. vitiate. a·. ~mpari.S9D.:Df:different1t 
periods. · The administration of the istimrar·~tates ·9f~Ajmer•'has "' 
been confined to .. : .. :collecting '·~from ·.t4em .a fi.i~d. as$~sm~nt; ·. th~, ' 
thaku:s and jag!rda~s were,Jeft; to ;nanag~ t~e~~'b~:;a.tf~i.fs~ .. l~jl~~~! •. 
foll~mng . retrospect, ;therefore, will~be~ ~!~ctta~:.·t?· t~. ad~JDltf: ~~~ 
tratlon of the khalsa or Government V1llage8; and1. -chieflyt()1 AJlll.eJ:: .. t 
The following . statement shows the d~~'Rd~a~d·'·'collecUons~~i:>n1 
account of. land~~e.ven~e ot ~Q.khals·~·.o~ ... -·4-.jme,: .. pt!>p~r.::for:each··· 
1ear fro~.~818 to ~B?J~·: :.-X.~e :pri~~ . P,f:·:·t~~f, ~~~,~if.a~~( growri;i 
m the.'d.istnct are·j]S(), gtv:e~ for eacij y~r·; · ·.·. ;·'·.,.: t-' Ji<-:R , "'· ·· . .. . .. . . . . (,l{' 

'-•. 
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Statement oflJemancl anti Collection" in til~ Klu1!8a rillage.J of Ajmer fro:n 
1811-18 to 1873-74 • 

SJIJIJIII ••• Jlt'IJIJI. 
. 'Demand. YJI4L CoUt!Ction1. Rallull:e, 

~ IJarie;;. ~ ll\lot, 

' Ra. Ra. 

181~ ... 1t 23 22 13 1,28,978 1,16.0110 Collp.-trd by the Maratha11. 1819 ... 15 26 f.7 lit . .. 1,69,7<16 Mr. Wilder'• direct c~Uectioua at haU 

13 21 u 21 
pro(! net'. 

1820 ... 1,79,!67 1,40,034 Mr. Wiltl~r'• three years' prog ressi vt •. 
aettlcme11t . 1821 ... .. 16 !2 28 !3 1,fU,700 1,6-1,700 

1>i:?2 ... n 30 M 26 J,M,700 1,64,700 
} JIU. WJido'o 6ft JN ....... ....;... l82S ... lll 88 48 86 l,IH,iOO l,6:l,6il) 

1~241 ... 20 35 36 80 1,64,700 1,5~,279 
1W ·- 17 21 21 21 1,64,700 31,11!!0 Revenue eolle<'ted Jr.b4m at half 1',.,_ 

dut>e. 
1828 ... :u 29 19 211 ... 1,37,63() Collt't'ted at hall produce b1 l\lr. l'rHtl. 

dleton. 
1827 ... 26 f3 40 85 1,44.0'72 1,4-1,1)72 

}"'· ](lddJoton"o '";...., "'"""'"' 

1828" ... .27 6a 69 37 1, .... ,072 1,4:!.700 
1829 ... 25 4li Iii 42 1,+1,()72 1,26,1116 
1830' ... 26 89 44 39 1,~072 1,24,958 eont~1ued for two J<:'Q1'8. 1831 ... Z6 38 39 410 1, .. ,072 1,2~.3.50 
11!31 ... 32 Iii M 67 1,4-1,0'72 1,22,1!73 
1S33 ... 25 38 s.; 17 1,44,073 1,U,6:?9 
laM ' .... 12 18 19 u . .. ' ·80,3~ l\lr. Edmonstone's anmmary eollfC• ... tion . 
1835 ·- 17 29 33 30 1,19,302 1,18,793 Mr. l:dmonotQnt~'s 11ummary 8t'ttlo~-

ment. 
. 1838 ... 22 83 3.1 30 1,29,813 1,27,613 }"'· ·--·· ... ,,~· "'"~ .1837 .... 22 29 ·. 83 2ft . ... 1,26,810 

ment~; but, aft.er the fir .. t year, half 181!8 ... 18 241 23 19 
~· 

1,05,1'<73 the villa.v:f!l .-ave- up th.,ir ll'lloe>o, 1839 ... 17 !3 2-6 21 - ... l,2!,i"JO and the ret'l'Due was tolle•'too dircc:C 1840 ... 11 20 22 21 .. . 97,216 at haU produce • 1841 ... 15 25 • 26 20 ... 72,N7 
l84a ... ll}l 25 30 23 ... 1,22,09~ J Colon('} Dixon'• eollcC'tiona partly ou 1843 ... 20 28 • 28 2.Jr ... l,l•:i,,;-J7 Mr. Edmonstone'a Bt>ttlement, Lnt 
1844 ·,, .. lSi 28 28 21 ... 1,2~,707 ehiefty direct at two-tbirde the pro. '1840 ... 18 J8 28 2Jt . .. 1,57,787 duee. 
lSi~ ' ... 19 28 30 28 ... J,-19,367 

} Colonel Dixon'• direct colle~tlont ai 1847 ... 19 26 30 28 ·- 1,t.'),fJOij 
1848 ... 14 19 23 16 . .. 1,67,2.37 two-third~ of the produce. 
1849 ... 14 19 23 16 . .. 1.11,5112 
1850. . .. 18 22 28 22 1,71,219 l,W,lUO 
1831 ... Zl 29 29 2J 1,71,762 1,6J,536 
1862 ... 2:& 83 3t 27 1,73,823 1,7l,t1L7 
1853 ... 2-i 33 83 26 1,73,5SS 1,73,5.)8 
18.'5-t ... 27 30 81 2-6 1,73,600 1,57,;-ltlS 
1851 ... 24 35 115 30 1,75,019 1,75,019 
18.56 ... u 38 88 36 1,74,022 1,73,73-4 
1857 ... 26 39 26 37 1,75.249 1,70,3~ 
1!158 ... 27 42 38 86 1,7-i,li3 1,72,200 
1859 ... u 3t 33 26 l,i3,797 1,71,739 

'Jolouel Dixon's 21 year;( regular t!'t." 1R60 ... 18 28 25 25 1,83,005 1,82,315 
1881 ... 17 21 21 27 ·1,7!1,3!36 1,111,209 tlemomt, u·••lu,..ive of collet"tions for 18d2 ... 14 23 20 18 1,74,~ 1,74,~ road fund, Rs. 1,763, and tallio fond, 1863 ... 14 20 17 19 1,72,834 1,72,834 R9. 6,125, which wPre collected fl¥'11 1r;6i ... 141 - 22 19 15 1,72,81-i 1,72,84-i year, the do•ticiencieli being sho'im 1865 ... 11 19 18 13 1,72,&:;3 l,i!!.~~>3 agniiwt lruld revrnne proper. 1866 ... 12 17 16 15 1,73,:H7 1 . ·~7 1867 ... 13 20 18 16 2,11,3w- 2, -lS 18fl8 

·~ 13 18 18 15 1,80,765 1.-;0.591 I 1869 ... 6 8 8 6 1,81,8-" 1,0'-!,fJ::!S Rs. 43,44'6 r~mitted, 
1870 ... 9 15 15 12 2,1)2,973 1,82,-lllil .. 6,2-19 .. 
la'71 ... 13 21 20 1~ 2,17,5" I 2,1:~,150t! , l,W9 ., 
187S ... 15 25 2ff 21 1,88.~5 1,86,216'J •• :Jt;d .. 1873 ... 14 l!:l 23 20 1,81,5•.16 l,!!O,t\:!3 ,. 8ti3 ,. 1874 ... 13 17 15 17 1,!10,313 1,~,;nal l87S ... ... ... . .. . .. 1,42.~96ti 

• Includes cullectiona Crom Gwalior villages which had been hdd k.Mm, and the receipts rredited to personal 
ledger for six Je&rL . , . 

t In this are includ<:d the arrean paid up by the farmers. 

: Asse.oo~ment'net, with eeeses, Ba. I,6G,3t}2. 
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lir. Wilder, Assistant to the Residen(at.Delhi,. was,~; as' stated':· 

nbove, the first Superintendent appointed tO'::.Ajnier.' i,;IIe reooive~}; 
c~arge from Sindia's officers 0!1 the .26th, Jilli 1818, and_f~u!ld th~· · 
mty almost deserted, and the people, tlJ.Oug~·peaceable and m~~·<', 
trious, much reduced by .. oppres~iQn~ ~ 0~( th(3. ·.~7th< Se~teiD.P~J:·. 
he reported on ·the newly .. acqmred· pro~ce •...•. Neither Tan,tia. .· 

.. nor Bapu' Sindia.had ever oollected mor~·tbAri'Rs~;:3,7~,740'froi:rL 
the district, and, of this sum; Rs. 31,000represented tlie -amoqjit. 
at which'tthe: customs had bee:rf farmed·; the ..:·remainder' ·was.; 
land-revenue.* .. Of the land-revenu~~"' aiQ.oUt;ttmg to,Rs.; 3,45;7~Q;.-_ 
the assessment of the istimrar tenures was Rs. 2,16, 762, that of the 
kh3Js!l Rs. ·1,28,978. . The sy~em of. ¥~ratha administ~~tioh ~.•.· 
practically to e~~ all ~hat CC?uld oo pud; ,but abo~t, iune ye~~ .. -
before the cessiOn;~ kind of' settlement bad been.. ·concluded: m.·! 
the istirimir and khalsa lands, in ac;cordance with .which it h3A" beeli: 
arranged that, . instencl :of' the recent arbitrary .enhancements7.;ol. 
the istimrar ·revenue,.,·an ·future augment{ttio~s ·sh51illd tak~ jtJ!~ · 
form of taxes or levies, and the land-revenue:.,ot the ·kha.Isa · wa~. 
shown as· a fixed sum,· Rs; 87,689, : while the . remaiii:der .was · .. 
to be· collected in the shape of :a ttuinoei: 'of ·extra; ·cess~s •. :5_T1i~ ~ 
object of this arrangement was· twofold.···· .. The ·istilnraroars were~ 
~xious. tha~ .the arbi~rary exactio~ sh()~d not . qe. ,ooii~~~d~~~cl ~ 
wtth. the onginal. revenu~, Jest! o~, ~ .C?~nge ~ y~ ~ers,. 1t · ~gh~· ; 
be difficult to procure thell' renuss1ons P.1l;d the govemor-.of ·.AJmer 
only. sent to Gwalior the ~and~reven,ue·i>J:O:P~.~;·a~d~~ppropri~~i: 
.to himself the extra collections. ~e kM~a vjp.ag~s were farm~.~~~ 
· for the amount of. the ·:Aln, and th~. ~.:x;tra ,~cesses. werr;, .le-yied · 

·~::;e/~J:~;:r :~bbv~t,;h.d"Z;,~:tk~~~i£::i;~J;JX~' 
wives. A similar tax was denolninated Bherif· Ba'i .Sil,'kiba,- ana . 
was an offering to hiS' sister ; and ~. gaughter arid p.is:p~~. (spiritiliil: ' 
director)·· received respectively Rs. ·2 an4 · Re. 1 :from;·e:;tch. '· yillag~.i· 
The produce of these four cesses. was:.se~~ t<;J~.Gw~liori .aP,d ,. tu~·' 
g_ove1·nor app.ropriated .~he pf9dU.ce _of,the r.e~~JTI~tig ~o.W:.e.~.1:~· 
twp.s . . T}l~ c~1ef. was Fou;.Kkar~h~ leVI~d onacco"U~t~ Qf.tAe e~~~~ .. 
of mam~~u~ng troops for t~e·pro,te~tion.of.th.e.~viJ.lages": -;This.~:J.,S,: 
tmcertam m amount, and vaned ·.,~th the ~~1lity o,f theJl~ple ~ .. 
pay and the p9wer of the governor. to comp~l paY19-en,t .. · ~,;·Pt:ttel ' 
Rdb and· JJkum Bdb were percentag~~~ levied .. frOnt.·patel~;~d.) 
bhumias. There were numerous offerings ::1,talltheHindufesti'Vai$.< 
charges on· account 9f ~very act of ~iv-il goveill.~~pt~1~p~ .s~d.iJ; . 

. ' . ~y. . \,"" • . ., ., ,..- ·' ·, ~- ( .,,,' ."'> __ ,-· • ~ ... :1:,-,.t..."· ..• ~·~ .1;::~; l:·•::;::~ 

, + O• ' '·, • I;··'·:\';·."},:,··~,:·,''.,:_.~::- ' 'd \ ,';, nj-".' \.)~''; -~.:-:·,·:;.>~-~~·-.·.·,Ji. .":;•t·~,/~-.-~ 

• In the treaty of eession wit~·.suidia/ the revenu~ of Ajmet'Wa& -tahied ~t 5,mt,t.84Sri·i:;. 
abahi, or 4,50,986 Fara.kbaMd, rupees. It V(as admi~:, however. by,th'! Resident i.t Gnlior ~,~ 
that the revenue waa much exaggerated. > ' ' · · · · '·' ·· • ' "' ·: · ' · • · '' ·_,:· 

' 
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arbitrary ~esses 1mccrtain in amount. The actual collections from 
the kluilsa in the year before the cession ammmtecl toRs. 1,15,0u0. 
· ' The question of the currency was one which caused ~Ir. 
Wilder some difficulty. None of the Company's coins were current 
further south than Jaipur, but there were six principal mints 
whose coin was current in Ajmer, anu for all of 1Yhom the chief 
source of supply uf bullion for coinage were dollars ..imported 
from Bombay or Snrnt, via P:ili. No bullion was used. The 
Ajmer mint had bee~ established since the time of the emperor 
Akbar, and turned out yearly about a lakh and a half of rupees 
called Srishahi. The Kishangarh n1pee was struck at Kishangarh, 
rind· the .mint had been established about fifty years, though it 
had frequently been suppressed by the rulers of Ajmer. The 
Kuehdwan rupee was struck by the Thakur of Kucha-wan in~Iarwar 
without the permission of the ~Iaharoja, who was too weak to 
assert· his rights. The thakur was supposed to clear 5 per cent. 
by b;ringing the dollars to his melting-pot. The Shahpura mint 
had been established for some seventy years in spite of the attempts 
of the Rana of Udaipur to suppress it. The Chitor-i rupee was 
the standard coin. of ~Iewar, and the J/u[rshahi rupee was struck 
at Jaipur. 1\Ir., Wilder cut the knot of the coinage difficulty l)y 
concluding all transactions on the part of Government in Farakha.· 
bad rupees, and receiving them alone in payment of Government 
revenue. The fixed revenue of the istimrar estates he convertell 
from Srishahi into Farakhabad currency by allowing a deduction 
of ~per cent.; and it is. on this account that the present istimrar 
r~venue of each thakur consists. of rupees, annas, and pies . 
. · 1\Ir. Wilder proposed to abolish what he calls "the very 

... objectional)lC and disgusting system heretofore practised," and to 
take the revenue in the khalsa by re1Terting to the ancient custom 
o~ estimating the crop and dividing its value. The people willingly 
agreed to pay one-half the estimated value of the crop, this 
being the old rate of assessment, and that customary in the 
.adjacent States. ·The collections for the year '"ere Rs. 1,59,7L1G; 
and ~Ir. \Vilder WJ.•ites that the measure of an equal division of the 
crop had been productive of all the benefits he had anticipated . 

. The people had acquired confidence in the moderation and justice of 
their new go-vernment, and, though it would not be advisable for 
the next two years to demand any great addition to the increase 
that had already taken place, yet he was confident that on the 
third year the Jam a might be raised to double what it had reached 
under any preceding government without at all IJressing on the 
inhabitants. Accordingly, lir. 1V"ildcr proposed a three years' 
progressive scttlclnent,-in the first year Us. 1;79,-±37, in the 
second Rs. 2,01,691, . in the thll·d Rs. 2,49,303. He was of 
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opmwa that "if the .fama is so apportioned that half of the 
prurlu,~c he found sufficient, one year with another, to meet the 
Gon:tnment demand, the remaining share is quite enough to 
]n·orid.::.• every ncccssa1·y cmufort for the husbandman." This 'way 
nf puttin~ the case sounds peculiar, but is quite in accordance 
"\rith )Ir. "~ildcr's views, whose dominant, if not sole, anxiety 
\nts to iucrensc the Government rcyenuo, · ~Ir. Wilder furnished
no information of _the principle on which the demand had been 
fixed, nor of the grounds on which a progressive assessment had 
h~cn lTS.t)lred on ; and the settlement was confirmed with some 
};csitntiou hy Govcrnm.ent, who rcn1arked on the proved disad
v::llltages of an assessment framed on anticipated improvementl 
whieh clweks the rising spirit of industry and the accumulation 
of cn pi tal. . -

r_nlC scttlrmcnt, however, was not destined to run its course, 
lmt broke down the first year. The kbarif was injured from 
ex:c~cssive rain, and in February there were successive-· frosts 
which so dcstrovcd the rabi that the straw even was not fit for 
use. ~Ir. \Vilder proposed to relinquish the balance, and to 
Jnake n. scttle1uent on a fixed annualjama of Rs. 1,64,700. Both 
these proposals '\Yere sanctioned by Governn1ent, the term of. 
the settlement being fixed for five years. The assessment was 
fairly collected for the first four years, though in the fourth year: 
the people ·were obliged to borrow to pay their revenue ; but 
the tlfth ·was a year of famine. There were occasional showers
till the lOth of June, but from that date there were only, two 
~hmYcrs-one on the 12th,< the other on the 20th .August. A 
hot 'restctly wind prevailed, the tanks dried up, the wells oe·gan 
to fail, and the kharif was lost. Forage was as scarce as grain; 
1.nany of the cattle died by August, and most of the remainder 
were drin~n off to ~Ialwa. Grass was selling at 20 seers a 
rupee. Two severe frosts in liarch almost entirely destroyed the. 
indiiierent rabi; recourse 1vas had to collecting one-half th~ pro
duce : the amount realized was Rs. 31,920. . The next year was a 
good one; hut the people objected to pay according to i\Ir. "\Vilder's 
:settlement, and the reyenue was again collected khim. 

In December 1824-the middle of the famine year-. Mr. 
\Viluer was promoted to the charge of the Sagar and N arbada 
territories. llis six years' adtninistration had not been productive 
of any great results. He made no radical inquiry into any of _ 
the institutions of the province. lie continued many old abuses 
1Joth in the customs and revenue departments, simply because 
they brought in money. It cannot be said that he took much 
pains to ascertain the value of the land he assessed or the condition 
of the people; and the era of material improvement had ~·not yet 
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'dawned. He unit~d in his person the offices of Superintendent 
of Ajmer and of Political Agent for Jodhpur, J esalrru:·r, and Ki· 

· shn.ngarb, and kept up a semi-regal state with elephants, horsemen, 
and chobdars. On the other hand, his ad.ID.inistrntion was rather 

·· starved. · The whole cost of the revenue and police establishment of 
the district was· Its. 1,374 a month, or less than ,hair of )Ir. 
Wilder's salary;which was Rs. 3,000. There was not a copy of 
any Regulation in the office in 1823, and a copy of tho Calcltlht 
Gazette wa_s refused. After a time, a European assistant was 
appointed. The' great solicitude of ~Ir .. Wilder was to develop the 
trade of Ajmer, and he invited merchants from all quarters to 
come and. settle in the city. One curious feature of his corrc· 
sp<:mdence is t be nlllD: ber of letters of recommendation he gave these 
merchants and bankers. Many· of these letters were written to 
judges and magistrates, requesting them to assist in collecting 
money due to the merchants. · 

Mr .. Henry J\Iiddleton, also a North-West civilian, succeeded 
)Ir. ""\VilderinDecember1824. Hewas of opinion that l\Ir. ""\Vilder's 
assessment was very high, that fixed assessments of any kind were 
unpalatable to the people, and, if confidence could be reposed in 
the subordinate. officers, the system of taking in kind would bo 
best. , The experience, however, of the year 182:J-2G rendered 
J\Ir. J\Iiddleton loth to adopt this system;· accordingly. he proposed 
a fi.ve years' settlement, and reported its completion on the 2Gth 
November 1826. He had rough measurement-rolls prepared, but 
he chiefly relied on the collections of the previous year as a 
criterion of resources." lie remarks upon the poverty of the people 
and the extortions of the money-lenders. 1\Iany cultivators who 
had come to the district in the first years of the British rule, h:Hl 
been d1·iven away again by bad harvests and high assessment. The 
wells were falling into disrepair, and the people had no·money 
to repair them. nir. J\Iiddleton's settlement was sanctioned at 
Rs. 1,44,072 for five vears . .. 

The assess1nent, however, was collected oply in the first of the 
years the settlement had to run, and that 'vith considerable 
difficulty. The rains commenced favorably, but from the middle 

· of July till the first week of September there was no rain. The 
bajra and jowar all came to nothing. The rains of September, 
however, ~ere plentiful; the rJeople who had begtm to driye their 
cattle to J\Iewar and J\Iarwar for pasturage, returned, and the 
rabi harvest was good. l\Ir. ::&riddleton ilid not remain long enough 
in the district to collect the next year's 1·evenue, and made over 
charge to l\fr. Cavendish in October 1827. He was an officer of 
mediocre ability, and initiated no -useful measures. 

ltir. Cavendish, his successor, was· a great reformer, and left 
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the impress of his energy on every department of adininistratioi.. 
To him the district is indebted for a very valuable collection of· 
statistics regarding istim.rar, bhum, and jagir tenures. lie ca,rrie.d 
out, however, little of what he took in hand; and the sanctioD: 
which had been accorded to }fr. Middleton's settlement prevented . 
his interference : n the assessment of -the khalsa. In forwarding :. 
the accounts for the year 1828, he explains the method, of collec~. 
tion, and gives a long account of the circumstances of the d.istricj;. 
and of his own views as to the weight of the assessment. ~,;The 
lmstom of collection as handed down from the 1\Iarathas, was for · 
the patel with the patwari, where there, was one, to estinia.te th~. 
erop; one-half the estimate was the Government revenue. ,Almos~ 
always, a loss, ot'inability to pay the assessed revenue from the pro:. 
ducc of the land; was the result of the estimate, and then followed. 
an annually varying contribution from all village residents to make 
up this real or supposed loss. The contributors were not.permitied 
to interfere in the valuation, and the tahsildar enforced payment. 

llr. Cavendish considered that Mr. Middletoas assessment 
was high, for several reasons: '' because the cultly~te,Q. area'Jms 
remained stationary since the time of the· :M::arathas~'"'#ho $t6hly 
collected Us. 87,689 ; because the rate of asse8sment~re:xeeeds 
one-half the produce ; because no cultivator in the soil'.of Ajme~, 
which requires much labor and expense, can afford to pay one-half 
the produce; because the assessment is_ collected, not from the 
11r0duce of the soil, but by a fluctuating and arbitrary tax; an{J. 
because the assessment has been made on the basis of a favorable 
year's collections when corn was dear." Mr.- Cavendish ,applied 
the rates to which he had been accustomed in. S~haranpur~ . to ·. 
:.\Ir. J\1iddleton' s areas, and calculated that the assessment .ougJ:l.t : 
to he Rs. 87,645 instead of Rs~ 1,44;072. He gives three ~in· 
causes of the original over-assessment of the district; aU of.'\Vhicl;t, 
no doubt, worked to that end : ·first, the strength of the Marath.a · 
Government, who took all that the people could give, and who were 
unfetterecl by any prescriptive rights; secondly,: the e~aggeration 
of the revenue by Sindia at the time of tr~nsfer,- which made Mr. 
'Vilder endeavour to work up to an impossible stanqard; an4, 
tl1irdly, that the year 1818-19 was a very good year in Ajmer; while,. 
owing to the devastations of Amfr Khan. in the territory qfMewar, 
1\'IanYar, and Jodhpur, there was a large demand· on ::tll;;;.sides. for 
grain, and prices were very high. This last is a mo$t ·Jmpo~int 
}Joint, and seems to be the real key to the over-assessmm#' or the 
district. Indeed, the first assessments made. by Britislf! revepue 
offlcers in a newly-acquired district, almost invariably broke down 
through the error. of over:-estim~ting C?rn prices. They .us~d to .. 
take the old war prwes that prevailed durmg the anarchy }>receding · 

- ' 
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annexation; nnd they forgot that with peace anll order can1e plenty 
and open markets. Jfr. Cavendish proposcll a. revision of scttlemen t; 

·but in the event of this not being sanctioned, he recommended that 
the people should not be pre.~sed for their revenue in b:ul ~easons. 
He also introduced partially a khewat., or assessment of individual 
holdings,-a measure unknown to J\Ir. J\liddleton's ~ettlement . 
. He lays stress on the point tlutt rcJnissions granted in a lump sum 
benefit, not the real sufferers, but the tahsilclars, k1nungos, 
}mtw~his, and patels.. He introduced, for the first time, patwaris' 

·accounts, and appointed patwaris for many villages where there 
were none,.and directed every patwari to give a receipt. Govern
ment approved of J\Ir. Cavendish's innovations gcnerallv, lmt; 
with regard to the weight of the assessment, decided that "'a DlOre 
detailed investigation must precede a general revision; anJ directed 
that the unexpired period of the settlement should be diligently 

. employed ·in ascertaining the capabilities of each village. It is 
· certainly a matter of regret that the settlement of Ajmer did not 
fall into Jt'Ir. Cavendish's hands rather than into those of l\Ir. 
Middleton. · 

·· Holding these views as to the weight of the assessment, it was 
. not to be expected that J\Ir. Cavendish should press the peor)le 

to pay where he found there was a difficulty in paying. As a 
matter of fact, remissions were regularly applied for and granted, 
and the settlement was not worked up to in any one year. In 
only one of the four years that ::ur. Cavendish '\Vas in the district 
were there any rains in December and January. lie left the 
district at the end of 1831;the year of the expiry of the settlement. 
He writes that he had intended to make the settlement with 
patels, and to give· to each tenant a statement showing the 
amount for which he should be individually responsible. lie 
adds _that he had never been stationed in a district where the 
seasons were so uncertain, the soil so poor, and which was so 
highly, nay oppressively, over-assessed. · 

There was no rain in 1831 till the 7th August, but the rabi 
crop was good. ]Ir. J\Ioore, the Assistant Superintendt-nt, to 
whom J\Ir. Cavendish had n1ade over charge, collected the revenue 
on the principle established by J\Ir~ Cavendish. The year 1832 was 

. mark~d lJy destructive flights of locusts in September and October; 
and llajor Speirs, who succeeded J\Ir. Cavendish, found himself 
obliged to allow the khar:if J:ists to lie o-ver till ~larch. J\Iajor 
Speirs did not attempt a settlement ; he collected all he could, 
and the remainder was remitted by Governn1cnt. In the year 
1833-34, however, even the pretence of working on the settlement 
was abandoned. The year was one to be marked with a black 
cross in. the calendar of Ajmer. It commenced ·with- a cattle 
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eplc1cmic in A11ril, which carried off one-half or two-thirds of_ tha _· 
cattle. There ·were only two hours' good rain from June to Sep .. · 
tctuhcr ; there '\Yas no forage and no kharif, for the locusts in 
S·~ptcn1bcr dcy-oured nearly every green thing. Major Speirs col- . 
lrctcd the kharlf instaln1ents by an equal division of the scanty 
produce, and proposed to give the rabi revenue to the people to 
enrrhlo them smnewhat to recoup their losses. In December 1833, 
~lajor Speirs was promoted to the post of Officiating Cominis .. 
t-::ioncr, and made over charge to l\Ir. Ed.monstone, who collected 
the rabi instaln1ents by" taking, from such of the village commu .. 
nitif•s as would consent on any reasonable terms, engagements 
to pay revenue for their villages according to a fair and just 
cstimale of their resources calculated with reference to the deterio
rated sbto of the country from the drought.'' In the following 
year he 1uado a summary settlement on the same principlet 
the demand of which was Rs. 1,19,302. If the villagers did not 
consent to his terms, the revenue was collected kham at half 
produce. . · · . · , · . 

In the cold weather of 1835-36; l\Ir. :Edmqnstone proceeded to · 
l"Jla ke a regular settlement, which,.as it was subsequently sane .. 
tioncd for ten years, is generally known by the name of the decen. · 
nbl settlement. His settlement report is dated the 26th ~ay 1836 •. 
1\fr. Eclmonstone gives a rapid sketch 'of the previous administra ... 
tion of the land, in order to prove that "the district, in~tead of 
advancing, had receded, and that, independently of drought and. 
failure of seasons, in no one year had a fair assessment been fixed . 
on Hie land." His endeavour had been to avoid the custom which 
hau hitherto prevailed, of fixing th.e ;"ama at the highest amount" 
'rhieh could be collected in any year, and then each year remit .. 
ting, generally indiscriminately, all ·sums -about which th~re was 
~ difli.culty. 1\Ir. Edmonstone did not assume rates as Mr. Caven .. 
djsh had proposed to do, but adopted a method of his own for 
assessment. The villages were measured, and the cultivated area, 
mnounting in all to 36,257 acres, classed ~nto chahi (8,989 acres), 
tal{thi(3,180 acres), and barani (25,088 acres). He then assessed the 
cash-paying lJroduce (Indian-corn and cotton) or the do-fasli area 
at the current money rates during kham tahsil; and estimated the 
average produce per bigha of other crops. · The Government 
share, rme-half, except in the case of patels and mahajans, he con .. 
ve1tcd into nwney by the average price current of the previous. 
fiyc years. He thus obtained a rough janzabandi amounting to 
H;-;. 1,57 ,151, and then vi<sited each village, and fixed his demand. 
with reference to the past fiseal history, present circumstances, 
and future ca1m1Jilitics of each estate. No villages were given in. 
fann. Two small ones were held klul.n1~ as they could not bo 

·• N 
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brought up to hi.'J ~tandard ; the rest nceeptecl his terms. 'Ihc 
amount finally as~;essed was Rs. 1,27 ,52::>, or, including the kh:in1 
·rulages, Rs. 1,29;372. 
: J\Ir. Edmonstone describes the people as reckless, improvident, 
poverty-stricken, and much in debt. The Dohras were n1nstcrs 
in the villages ; they weighed the grain, helped themselves, ancl 
allotted. the rema.inder; they advanced the Government revenue, 
and' gave advance:~ of seed-gra.in and for the purchase of cattle; 
they regulated the expenditure of the community, even to the 
sums employed on marriages and other festivals. Their right was 
hereditary; they furnished no accounts, and the debt to them ran 
on from generation to generation. 1\Ir. Edmonstone settled with .. 
the headmen of eaeh village, who, he believed, acted generally in 
accordance with the wishes of the village community. The inci. 

· dence of his assesBment amounted· to Rs. 3-9 an acre, while the 
unirrigated area was nearly 69 per cent. of the cultivated. 'l'he 
settlement returns show 5,621 cultivator~. 2,675 non-cultivators, 
~3,185 ploughs, and 1,575 wells . 

. ~The decennial settlement was the first which was based on the 
·cultivated area and personal inquiry, and the assessment of indi· 
:vidual villages seems to have been very fairly and judiciously 
,carried- out. The great defect of the settlement was the very 
· imperfect and inequitable manner in which the village assessment 
was distributed over the holdings. Hitherto the people had paid 
one-half of the estimated produce to the patels, and the deficien· 
cies were levied from the non-agricultural residents. ~Ir. Cn.ven
dish had partially introduced a khewat; but the principle of the 
joint responsibility of all khewatdars was practically unknown in 
the district, and was introduced for the first time by ~Ir. Edmon
stone. It is evident that a cultivator assessed at one-half the 
produce of his fields,- and obliged to pay in good and bad years, 
canp.ot pay for other cultivators who migrate in years of difficulty, 
or who, being left -without resources, turn for a livelihood to 

- manual labour. These two classes arc still well known in the ' 
district as the firar ancl nadar asami: In the first year of the 
settle1ncnt the distribution over the holdings "\Yas proverl to 
be quite inequitable, and the people began to clamour for a return 
to the practice of collections from the actual. produce. ].lr. 
Eclmonstone had left Ajmer in the end of 183G, and Lieutenant 
].Iacnaghte:Q., his successor, proposed to make a fresh distribution 
of the revenue, and "to give to each cultivator a separate lease, 
specifying the quality and quantity of land in his possession, 
and the rent which Government will expect to receive from l1im.~' 
In sendin;:; up this proposal, Colonel ... Uves, the Commissioner, 
remarked that i~ was tantamount to a. proposal to change the 
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settlement from mouzawar into .ryotw~r; Jin~'Gov~~~nt,··~6pt:.. 
ing this view, decided that. the ·. change' was c •• :pildcsirahle •. ~) an~t 
disallowed the proposed measure- · Though,, however; a re~distri•:! 
bution of the revenue was refu8ed;, yet the villages,:wer¢.ofi~red th~;, 
option of retluning to direct management, or of retaining t4~:ii} 
leases; and 41 out'- of 81 villages preferred ,.the former.~ .. alter~: 
native. ' . !' . ' '· •• :.~·· 'tr )_ 11 :., .;:. ·: .• 

During tbi9 correspondence~ Colonel ·~uth~Iari.d SU:Cc!eede4 
Colonel Alves as Commissioner. · . He . took very great paipi td 
make himself thoroughly acquainted with everything concerning 
Ajmer, and his reports on the khalsa admjnjstratiqn a]j~,O!l.thf1' 
istimrardars are standard papers of reference. 4fter an eXhaustiv£t 
retrospec-t of the previous administration, from which a go<)d deal~~ 
of tho preceding sketch has been taken; he car.ne-to the conclu~ioif 

- that " the system of village assessments is quite: inapp~capl~ 
to Ajmcr; that they have produced exten.sive injury t()>~tll~' 
Government revenue and to the condition .• of the p~ple; and .in·~ 
few n1ore years they will leave us hardly anyn;venue;;~artd reduc{?, 
them to utter poverty." He' looked for a,ren:tedjr:to the repair: 
and construction of tanks, which :.:e_nder the .. country.~~ostprp()~ 
against famine, and advocates the mode of a.~se8sment~hich,~·ha~ 
lJeen carried out by Captain Dixon iii: Memra asjhat suited; tq~ 
the country and consonant with the wishes of~the .·pe(?ple. • · _<. , 

~'he four years from 1837-38 to 1840-41 were years of' s.~verat 
distress, and at the time of Colonel Sutherland's report1 which:::Ut 
dated 26th January 1841, the khal~a villages \had -re3.9h~~ t~~ 
lowest de:pth~ ?f. poverty ... ·_.Th~.S~perll:lt.enden~ r,~p(?~~ed tha~.;fire·, 
hundrc4 families had left the dist:nct OWlllg to .th~ p~stire of: t~e' 
revenue which they were unable to pay~ . llalf the tan~s )lad.,bee1i 
broken for years, and ma~y of ~he ~e~l$ we,re ~ut, (if~.~epair,.":·:f~~~~ 
people were too demoralized to~ penmt· of grants of ·.advances fqr 
agricuitm:alimprovements. Theyp~fe:tted paying ~lftl:te :p:qguq~~ 
to acccptmg the reduce~ as~essment of ]~£~'!,E~ll1onston~~-.··\,iTij<;f 
houses were generally. dflap1dated,· and~ .. the .. whole,JpiaJ.sa n:tth~ 
eyes. of the Commissioner bor~ ~- poverty-stricken loolf:which: :~~ 
a painful contrast to the condition oftP.e talukdars' ~tatesJ ~ ~.: ,·~ 

H~reJ then, we lll3rY pause---:-for a·new .era oj?ens fpr tli~·dis't.rfc~· 
, , ; . . ~ ( .. -.!~. • .· ........ '(·' , . :· ~':·~~:. ~ L ... . ·;·: ,4.: ·:..·~·; .. '"·' 

·!" :' . .. ; l ~ t ' ~- ·. 

• Colonel Dixon's mode of assessment was as follows:- .. ·.· ·, ' ·.' ,/, . ,,•·,., ·: ·. f 
· ht.-I.ands under cotton, maize, sugar, and oph~m to be chArged. with a money-~te; .. •·. , ... ~; •1 

2?u.l.-Other rabi and kharlf crops to be estimated or. measured, and one-third of tpe pro<[ue& 
to be taken as th~ Gover~ex;t sbar~ by a ~oney-as!lessment fixed acc_:<>rding to t;h'e ·average yearlf; 
value of produce m the prmmpal n01ghbourmg markets. .· , :· . ·. ·~.. ·.. , : J> 

3rd.-Land newly broken up to pay one-sixth the, produce for the first year, one-fifth fof the'. 
secoml, and one-fourth f01: thn tbh·d and fourth years.;. In the.iift;h'year, and th13rea.ftet, the. fuU • 
rate of one-third to be charged. . • ·, · .. - ~ t• .... 

. 4tlt.-A remiuion iu the amoun't of share tO be given to tho11e who cqnstrllCt_ em'bankni$nts nr 
dig new wells. ·· · ' 
' .. 
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with the beginnmg C?f the vear 1841-and briefly gather the lcssong 
to be derived frpm the foregoing account. The collections had 
dwindled do~ to less than they were in the time of the Marathas. 
The initial over-estimate by 1\Ir. vYilder of the resources of 
the district had extended its baneful effects ov~r the whole period. 
The settlements of J\Ir. Wilder and J\Ir. Middleton exceeded the 
collections of the good years on which they were founded., and 
were far too oppressive to be paid. l\Ir. Edmonstone's settlerncnt, 
the lowest of the three, was founded on an estimate of half the 
actual produce ; and, as an equal ave~ge assessment to include 
good and bad seasons, was a complete failure. Its incidence was 
Rs. 3~9 an acre on 31 per cent. of irrigation, or about t"\\ice as heavy 
as the settlements made in the North-Western Provinces under 
Regulation IX of 1833. With the experience gained in these 
settlements the Government of the .North-West might have con
cluded that its " trust that the settlement would prove moderate, 
and be realized without distress to the people," was fallacious. The 
decennial settlement, however, broke down, chiefly because no 
proper arrangements were made for the collection of the individual 
quotas. The old order under which the headmen and patwaris 
had collected one-half the produce from each cultivator, had given 
way to the principle of joint responsibility ; but this htter was an 
in1possible system where each cultivator held a defined amount 
of land and was assessed for it at a sum which left him merely the 
means of subsistence. 

The success of Major Dixon's administration of Merwara had 
for some time attracted the attention of Government and the 
Commissioner, and, at the end of 1840, the Superintendent of 
}Ierwara was instructed to proceed into the Ajmer distr·ict and 
report on the local facilities for the construction of tank-embank
ments in the khai.sa villages. In February 1842, on the depar
ture, on furlough, of Lieutenant Macnaghten, ~Iajor Dixon was 
appointed Superintendent of Ajmer in addition to his other duties 
as Superintendent of Merwara and Commandant of the :M~erwara 

. :Battalion.. From the date of his assuming charge a new era 
commences in the history of the administration of the country. 
Within the next six years, Rs. 4,52,707 were expended on the 
construction and repair of embankments; advances were made for 
agricultural improvements, and the Superintendent succeeded 
in infusing a good deal of his personal energy into the people. To 
enable Government to reap a benefit from the new works, sanction 
was. procured to allow such villages as desired it to abandon their 
engagements'. All were invited to return to kh{un managcn1ent, 
and when a tank was made or repaired in one of the few villages 
which insisted on retaining their leases, a percentage of the cost -was 
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levied in ~ddition to the assessment. The rate cif oollectio~ at the 
same time was reduced from one-half to ··two-:fifths ; and the zilb#i~ 
or cash rates, also lowered. Colonel Sutherland and Major Dtto~·· 
were both anxious that the rate of collection should be reduced 
to one-third; hut this was not sanctioned by Govern.lneD.t. ·on t~e ' 
expiry of the ten years' settlement, the whole distri0twas held khatn 
and managed as Major Dixon 'had managed Mervnt.ra. . " , _ . 

In 1846, Mr. Thomason, the Lieutenant-Governor of ·tb.e' 
North-"\V estern Provinces, visited this _outlying portion of too 
teiTitory under his charge.· His visit to the district cpnfirmed_ the 
opinion which he had previously formed of the. expediency· ~~ 
1·eturning as soon as possible to the system of village settlemen~,:
He remarks that a mode of administration which depends upoo tb4'';· 
ex peri en ce and energy of one man is not fitted.·for genera~ &d.option. 
'!l~e people .h~~ learn~ ~y to re<fgruze _the p~e1ple. o~
JOint responsibility, and thell' land, from the mean~ of n-ngatlon 
with which it had been provided, posseSsed a higher and mor~ 
uniform value than. was formerly the case. Arrangements we~ 
therefore made for a revenue survey, and instructions· were 
issued to Mador Dixon for the formation of .a village:~·settlement~·'! 
Moderation was inculcated, and the standard to oo' aime<J, at W$&. 
the punctual realization of a jama . ~ual to .. -Mt:: Eclrnonstone's 
assessment, and yielding, over and a!\'bv~ that amolint,- a moderate 
profit on the money invested. in tanks. and reservojxs. · This __ 
moderate profit was afterwards put at 5 or 6 per cent..· --~- · . · 

'11he season of 1848-49 was a year of very severe drought, "{hich .. 
wholly eclipsed in severity the calami~ous season of 1833 .. 34.: .. · Of _ 
the many talaos in Ajmer and Merwara, o:p.ly· one liad th() l;Hme~~;~ . 

. of a good shower. The droug~t was equally ·seve,reip.~tJu~ .-V~9~ 
country from Marwar to Bundi. No crops were produced e~t 
in well~land and in the beds of tanks. There was an utter . 
failure of forage; and one-third of the cattle, by Colonel Dixo:n~s>:~ 
estimate, died. At one time it was dou,ptfnl whether ~nwge.;;. . 
ments for a fixed assessment could be entered into. ' · 'ftiC s~cl~ _ 
ing year, however, was favorable, and 'the s~ttle~eX..1i'C.nmiimced · 
from the kharff harvest of 1849. ·· · ·. , ) { · , · .· · .. · : · 

In making his ass~sment, Colonel J:?i:x:on.- mijijed chiefly bf 
~he experience he ha:d gained of the capabiliti··.·_ ~.~~'each villa_ ge_whil~ 
1t was held under direct management.· I.Qs m,~tho~ of asSessment 
was as follUcws: He took ){r. Edmonstdne's aas~sstnent a:Qd added. 
~o ~t 8 per cent. of the sum expended. on taD.ks in".~hat villa~e •. 
This was the standard. · If the past history of the tillage or It$ 
" ~tent capabilities" wm;ranted Colonel Dixon in belie~ jJ:ta£' 
tlus amount could be paid, he assessed the village at this amo:unt _ .. 
If he thought it could pay more, he assessed it .at mo;re. · ;lf hJ, , 
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thought it could by no possibility pay this amount, he reduced the 
standard. No rates were worked out until after the assessment, 
nor was any attempt made to compare the incidence or the 
revenue in different villages, or to explain its variations. Thc 
inequality of the assessment was, no doubt, tempered by Colonel 
Dixon's intimate knowledge of the district, but the system neces
sarily produced inequality. For all practical pur1mses of assess
ment the measurement of the villages in Colonel Dixon's tin1c 
was superfluous. If 6 per cent. of the outlay on the tanks be 
added to· the assessment of 1\Ir. Edmonstonc, the amount will be 
Rs. 1,58,273~ and this was the sum proposed by the Lieutenant
Governor as ac fair amount to distribute. The highest anwunt 
which had ever been collected was in 1847-48~ when, at two-thirds"· 

· the produce, the revenue stood at Rs. 1,67,237, and this included all 
. cesses. Colonel Dixon's actual assessment, excluding the 1 per 
cent~ road· cess; but inclusive of the tank cess of 1 fJer cent. on the 
outlay,.which was merely a deduction from the Government revenue 
set apart for a particular purpose, was Rs.l, 75,756, or, adding the 
assessment which was subsequently made on Nearan and Kerani
pura, Rs. 1,85,161. The assessment was lighter than l\Ir. Edmon. 
stone's, but-the unirrigated area had increased in greater propor .. 
tion than the irrigated, and the rate of assessment was Rs. 2-0-3 
on 28 per cent. of irrigation. The best description of the settle
ment is that given by Colonel Dixon himself in a demi-officiallettcr 
to Sir Henry Lawrence, dated 25th January 1856 : " If the season 
be moderately favorable, andthe talaos be replenished, the rents 
will be paid with ease and cheerfulness by the people. If drought
ensues, we have been prepared to make such a remission that dis
tress in paying the revenue shall not reach the people. It is neces-: 
sary' to bear in mind that we have given the profits to the people,. 
ourselves bearing the onus of loss. · In a country like Ajmer-

. 1\Ierwara, where the seasons are so extremely irregular, to burden 
the zamindars with arrears of rent on account of what was not 

E
, roduced, would check the energies of the people and render then1 
ess industrious than they now are, when they know we shall only 

claim." the rent, or a portion of it, when it has been assured to 
them by Providence. To have made the janza·less, would have 
been to have left the zamindars only partially employed, while in 
a season of scarcity we must still have relaxed the demand." This 
extract clearly sets forth the nature of the settlement. It was 
not intended to be an equal annual Jama to be collected in all 
years except.what in other parts of India. woulcl be called famine 
years; but the assessment was pitched at the highest amo1mt that 
Colonel Dixon believed should be collected in good years, and he 
was prepared to apply for remissions whenever they were~ required. 
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. The people accepted ~he settle~ent wi~ re1~~hce. :.. 6o1on~ .. 
D1xon (pa-ragraph 14 of h1s report), m speaking of :A.Jm~r par~ . 
says: "Our labors to convince the people that their welf&J"e ~· 
benefit had been mainly studied in the proposed arrangemelifia,· 
were unheeded. As all the . patels and headmen were. of Oil:~, 
mind, it was evident they had been instructed by lM)me eyil .. ~ 
posed people .who loiter in the vicinity of the co.urts to rejoot r our';.' 
offers." RaJgarh pargana assent.ed more readily; Ramsar, the;:; 
most heavily assessed, was reluctant ; but the persuasions· ::and*"' 
influence of Colonel Dixon eventually induced~ aij .;accept. tpe. 
terms. In sanctioning the settlement, the ~uterulint":"Go~:o:tojt· 
c~pressed a fear that the assessmen~ would. be found in some de~ 
higher than the country could easily pay, but. trusted -~· Colonel · 
Dixon's local experience and intimate knowle4ge of the.coU:ntry~ 
and was ready to believe that the -assessm!3nt has been.s6 fixed as:~ 
to draw forth rather than discourage the exertions of ·.t.h .. 6 • people~ 
'l'he Colll't of Directors shared the· apprehensions of jhe.Lieute.:· 
nant-Governor, but the settlement as proposed was sanction~~: 
for twenty-one years. The Lieutenant-Governor, lwwever; desir~ ·· 
it to be understood " that, exoopt after report to Government and < 

special sanction, no other penalty was to' be attach~ . to the 
non-fulfilment of the settlement <1ontr~ ~than annulment of the 
lease and return to kh.am management.n , ·. , , .. , · ~, 1 

' 

'l'he settlement thus sanctioned was a mouzawar-letiJ.ement oitly 
in name, and the system of collection adopted by Qolonel Dixon 
rendered it practically a ryotwari one. Before the · ~tah:p.enttJ 
were due, the villages were divided in.to circles, and.·ar chaprtlsi 
was appointed for each circl~ It was the duty of .this o:fflcia,J,in 
company with the patel and patWRri, to ~ect from each Wdiv)dlial 
tenant the sum recorded agaiD.st. his na~ in the pa:hr~'t 
register. If the cultivator himself could not pay, the ban:ya with 
whom he kept his accounts was called up, and the money generally 
produced. When the revenue could not be collecte~;{JplonelDixorl.. 
made up his mind as to ho-w much. should be remitted about the · 
month of May, and applied for sanction for the re$i8dQ;n~ of~ iho · 

·amount proposed. Thus, in :May 1854 he applied for,lea'v;e tore.Jnit 
Rs. 16,325, and his request was at onoo granted: .•. ItisJ• ,matte. 
of common tradition in the district. that, when. the revenu., e ~of.· ani,~ 
village was found to·come il;l with difficulty, the depu,ty~.eolleowit' 
was sent out and arranged f-or. a fresh ~distribution· of the· 
assessment. Such a mode of adminis'ftration, though lhe" .. l>est . 
suited to the district and perfectly consonant with the· ~hes· of: 
the people, differs very considerably bom the ~Quza;\var sy-ste~ 
and ~ould o~ly succeed where the . OO,llector ~- . iinfima:tel~ . 
acquamted With the reso~ces of each village. 
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. Having complet.cd the settlement of Ajmer, Colonel Dlxon 
took the as~essmcnt of lierwara in hand. As regards J\Ierwara, 
the Lieutenant-Governor had no desire to embarrass him with any 
instructions. ·.He remarks that tho district hacl been raised to 
its present st.. .. tte so entirely by Colonel Dixon's exertions ana 
arrange-ments, that he alone -was the best judge of what should 
be done. Colonel Dixon, therefore, marched into J\Ierwara in tho 
cold weather of 1849-50, and reported his settlement of the district 
on the_ 27th September 1850. It was sanctioned for twenty years 
at a net dem~nd of Rs.1,8l,751 and a gross demand of Rs. 1,88, 742. 
The incidence of the assessment was Rs. 2-11~2 on 38 per cent. 
of irrigation. . .· .. 

For several years after the settlement, there was a succession 
of favorable seasons, and the remissions for which Colonel Dixon 
found it. necessary to apply ·Were but small in amount. He 
continued to impress upon the people the advantages of wells and 
tanks ; many were made· by- the people themselves, and- the 
country was prosperous and contented. Colonel Dixon adminis .. 
tered the-districts ~f Ajmer and }!erwara, to which duties was 
added the command of the Merwara Battalion, till Juno 1857. 
He was at Beawar, where he generally lived during the hot weather 
and rains, when he heard the first news of the mutinies; and when 
the news of the mutiny of the troops at Nasirabad arrived, helaill 
himself down and died. His tomb is in the Beawar churchyard, 
and is still an object of veneration to the liers, who kept a lamp 

· burning at the tomb, and made vows there, until the lamp· 
burning was a few years ago forbidden by a Deputy Commissioner 
at the suggestion of orthodox Englishmen; but his memory will 
take long to extinguish. The walled to!Vll of Bethrar is wholly 
his work, and he is probably the latest Englishn1an who has 
built a '·fenced city.' Colonel Dixon had lived in the district 
for thirty-seven years, originally belonging to the cantonment 
of Nasirabad. He, as an officer of the Bengal artillery, had 
taken part in the subjugation of !Ierwara in 1821. In 183G he 
became Superintendent of lierwara, and in 1842 he became Super
intendent of both districts. 

With the death of Colonel Dixon closes what may be called 
the second period of the history, the era of material improvement; 
and the era of inflexible realization of the revenue commenced. 
The IJrinciple of Colonel Dixon's settlement was forgotten, and 
the idea gradually gained grouncl that the assessment was an 
equal annual demand to be collected in full each year. In t)te 
year 1853 Colonel Dixon had been appointed a Commissioner, ·and 
corresponded direct with the Go-vernment of the North-'y estern 
Provinces, in whose ad.ministra tion .Ajmer had been :placed in 
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lt·32, tuul :\tcrwnra in 1840. Before 1853 the officers in' charge 
of Ajmcr and ~Icnvnra had been styled Superintendents, an(l 
C'orresponcled, first with the Resident at Delhi, subsequently with 
the Resident in ~falwn. and Rajputana, and after 1832 with the .· 
Commis.•joner. From 18.18 the uniteu districts 1·emained a Deputy 
Commissionership under the Agent to the Governor .. General and . 
Commissioner, ·who, in his latter capacity, wo.s subordinate to the 
Government of the North· "'\V estern Provinces, till 1871t when the 
province was formed into a Chief Commissionership under the
I'orejgn Department of the Government of India,. and was given a 
Commis·~ioner of its own, the Chief Commissioner being the Agent 
to the Governor-General for Rajputana. . · , 

Captain J. C. Brooke, the first Deputy Commissioner, submitted, 
on tho 24th July 18u8, a long and interesting report on the 
condition of the country, which has been printed in· volume III 
(new series) of Selections froin the Records of Government, North
\Yestcru Provinces. He found the cultivators in the Ajmer and 
Hajg.:uh parganas better off than those in Ram.sar, who wer~ 
generally very poor. He remarks on the great want of· cattle. 
'l'hc country had suffered very severely from the famine of 1848; 
the cattle had died in thousands, both in the district and in the 
cm~utrics where they had been taken to graze, arid the country had · 
not recovered. Almost the only manure available consisted of 
the deposit in the beds of tanks. ~ferwara was better .off in this 
rc~.pect; and the cultivation of poppy had advanced with rapid 
~ hiJcs in the pargana of Todgarh since the settlement. " The cul., 
t iva tors a bout the town of N ayanagar were poorer. The patw~i.ris' 
pri pcrs he found were merely transcripts of the settlement record. 
]~acll culth·ator had been led to consider his revenue as a fixed· 
~um, nnu that it was a great injustice to demand more from him , 
to 111:1ke up tho deficiencies of defaulters. In lferwara, the~· 
scpoys of the Battalion were regularly defaulters, and, where the 
settlcn1ent was not light, took no trouble to make any arrangements. 
for the cultivation of their fields. Colonel Dixon, who was both . 
Con1mancbnt of the force and Superintendent of the district, had · 
uccn in the habit of deducting the amount of land-revenue due 
I rom the 1ncn's pay; but this anomalous procedure was impossible 
·when the offices of Superintendent and Commandant had .been 
scp~ratccl. :Each ctlitivator whose crop hacl failed was obliged to. 
pay his mvn quota by borrowing. There had been no baclz, or 
di~tribution of the deficiencies caused by defaulters over the 
-rilbo·e communi tv since the settlement. I"\ o account l1ad been 
kcp{'or the profits of cmnn1on land, and any remissions received 
fro1n the State were nppropriatcd by the whole village, giving a 
yi:.ry ~:ma.ll modicum of relief to those really requiring it. 'fhe 

0 
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pntwaris were misera}>ly paid, and generally acted as money-lenders 
to the people. Captain Brooke revised the patwaris' establishment, 
and doubled up the smaller villages, so as to enable ·him to give at 

more fitting remuneration to those ·who undertook the duties. 
·He called attention to the manner in which land submerged in 
the bed of tanks had been assessed at high rates, and proposed to 
strike out of the settlement all lands liable to constant submersion, 

: and to take revenue from them only when they should be 
cultivated. He was of opinion that the settlement had pressed 
heavily, and showed that the prices of wheat and barley had fallen 
50 per cent. below what they were for the three years pn~ceding 
the settlement. He discussed the question of tanks at some length, 
~d, ·.to :temedy the silting-up of weirs and tanks, proposed to 
construct sluices one-third the ordinary width of the river-bed 
and level with the floor of the bed. liany of Captain Brooke's 
suggestions were valuable, but the principle of zc,issez faire was 
now in the ascendant, and nothing was done. 

In 1858 the whole of the annual rainfall took place between 
the 16th July and 1st August. The rain fell in a deluge in Ajmer 
and Beawar.. All the tanks were filled suddenly, and many burst. 
The streams flowed with such violence, that acres of land in many 
places were washed aw~y. The· Ramsar lake, which had never 
been known to have filled before, overflowed; the Anasagar 
lake rose 5 feet in as many hours, and the water flowed over the 
embankment, which was considerably injured: the houses on the 
bank were all under water. · The kharif crop rotted in the ground, 
and when, after the waters had subsided, a re-sowing took place, 

-the seed, ·for want of further rain, failed to germinate. Though 
_the ·rain was so heavy in Ajmer and Beawar, the parganas of 
Todgarh and Saroth were parched with drought. As USlL.'tl in 
Ajmer·in years when the kharif crop is drowned, the rabi crop 
was very good, and the revenue of the year hardly suffered. 

In ~lay 1860, after a lengthened tour through the district, Major 
Lloyd, Deputy Commissioner, submitted a long and interesting 
report on its· general condition and the measures he had adopted for 
its improvement. In comparing his recollection of the district from 

· 1849 to 1853, with its state in 1860, Major Lloyd was struck with 
the signs of increasing prosperity which were discernible. 4lnds 
which he remembered covered with scrub and low jungle, presented 
sheets of luxuriant cultivation; new houses were springing up, 
and the carefulness of the petite culture in Upper ~Ierwara excited 
his admiration. He formed the patwaris into circles-·· a measure 
commenced by Captain Brooke; and arranged for a systematic 
revision of the settlement records, and a fresh distribution of 
the ·revenue. He proposed to remedy the silting-up of the w~ir~ 
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l;y two or three times ploughing deeply the dry beds of the streams 
dnrinrr the hot winds. Five villages had come under kham manage .. 
nwnt i'n ... ljmcr nnd seven in Beawar. The history of one of these 
]dul.m villa gcs mny be given as a forcible example of the evil effects 
1rhiclt sometimes follo·wcd Colonel Dixon's method of assessment~ 
'l'hc Yilln~e of Akhri, in the Ajmer pargana, had been assessed· 
ln~ ::\[r. J~dmonstone at Rs. 608. Colonel Dixon constructed a 
t~nk in tho village which cost Rs. 10,813. The ta~k had been 
in full ·working order for several years before the· twenty-one 
vcnrs' settlement, and the highest collections ever obtained were 
J1s. 1,22G. Colonel Dixon added 8 per cent. on the outlay of 
the tank to ~[r. Edmonstone's assessment, which gave a standard' 
assessment of Rs. 1,515. The actual assessment was Rs. 1,530. 
As long as Colonel Dixon lived, ren1issions were yearly granted, 
amounting in 1854 toRs. 450, and in 1856 toRs. 570. In 1857,_ 
t.he year of Colonel Dixon's death, the village became kham, and 
Its. 889 were collected. Kham management was continued till 
1871, the average collections of the ten years from 1857 to 1866 
being Its. 1,230, at two-thirds of the produce. In. 1871 a farm· · 
was given of the village for Rs. 1,530, the old assessment. Tho 
far1ning lease has utterly ruined the village. The average gross 
co1lcetions of the farmer for two years .were Rs. 1,285, and . 
1 his he only obtained by screwing the last anna out of the people.· 
In the year 1873-74 th_e people practically· refused to cultivate~ . 
'J'he f'arihworks on the railway had been started, and the villagers 
r>refcrred gaining a subsistence on tbmn to· working the soil for 
the lJcnefit of the farmer. The village has now been assessed 
at Tis. S58, including Rs. 150 water-revenue. · · 

'l'hc rainy season of 1860 was a bad one; what rain fell, fell in 
~howcrs insufficient to fill the tanks; this supply ceased before 
the end of August, and there was no rain in September. The·. 
kharif failed, nnd, but for the favorable season in ~Iarwar~ 
the district "-ould have suffered as much as the greater. part 
of the North-\V estern Provinces. The work of re-distribut:.on of 
1 he revenue lras held in abeyance, ·and never re-commenced. 
1fajor Lloyd made an estimate of the probable outturn in each 
estate, and fixed the amount to be collected, the balance to be 
n1~pcnded, and the sum to be remitted. Subscl'iptions for the 
relief of the distress were collected in Ajmer to the amount 
of Us. G,OOO, and charity was distributed through the principal 
Sctl1s. The year 1SG2 was one of extraordinary rain, averaging 
d.:J inches; the rain was spread over a long tin1e, and was not violent 
enough to dam.age the tanks. The khnrif failed; but the rahi vYas 
rnJgnificent. 'l'he revenue was collected in full, and the scni·city 
'vhieh prevailed iu the adjoining States kept prices very l~igb. 
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The rainy S<'asons of 1864, 18Gu; nntl 18GG were :remarimblo. 
illustrations of the great Yaluo of the tanks, for, without tho 
tanks, each of these years would have been one of considerable 
rlistress. In _18G·t there was an average fall, but all the rain fell 

· before the second week of August. In 1805 there was no rain until 
the second week in August, and it stopped in the second week of 
September; a few heavy showers; however, generally filled the 
t.1.nks. In 1866 the rains began in the second week of August, and 
fell continuously and lightly till tho end of the month. In some 

·parts tho tank~ were not filled, in others there were·very heavy falls. 
There was a violent hail-storm in 1.Iarch 1867 which destroyed tho 
crops about Beawar, and many of the wells dried up owing to the 
deficient rain for three years. The revenue, however, was collected 

·in full. 
· The season of 1867 was a favorable one : the average fall at 

. fifteen stati<;>ns was 21·5 inches.·· In the previous year tho deputy 
corri.missioner had, unnoticed, introduced a most important change 
into the system. of collecting the revenue. 'llJ!e whole rtrvenuc 
.was ordered to be collected from the headmen alone. Hitherto 
the revenue had been collected from each individual tenant, 
through the lam·bardar ·indeed, but by means of a tahsil chapr<isi, 
who·. assisted the lambardir in summarily collecting the sums 
due. The system was a rough-and-ready one, but was suited 
.~o the tenure, and had worked well. 

FAMINE. 

:Famine o/1868-69.-The following year will long be memorable 
in ·najpuh1na as the commencement of the most disastrous famine 
which, within the memory of the existing generation, had visited 
the country. Scarcity is seldom absent from some part of ll:ij
putana, and is chronic. in the western part of ~Iarwar and in 
Bikani.r. In ordinary years of scarcity the people in the afllicted 
tracts, taught patience by constant adversity,· emigrate with their 
families and cattle to more favored regions, and return to their 
homes in time for the sowings of the succeeding year. It is only. 
:when both the south-west and north-east monsoons fail that n, 

general and disastrous famine is experienced. Then, Rajput:ina 
has hitherto been destined to the miseries of a terrible famine 
of the three great necessaries of life-grain, grass, and water
called in the country a tirkal, or treble famine. The first farr..ine in 
Rajputana, un account of which has been hanaed clown in "\ITiting, 
occurred in the year 1061 .A.D. The memorial of it is preserved 
in the beautiful n1arble bund erected at Kankra{lli in !Iewar at 
the expense of a million ~tcrling by ~Iahar::ma ·Raj Singh of U dai .. · 
11ur to saye his people during the ~e calamity. Other famines 
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occurred in l74G and in ll789, the latter of wbich)s supposed ta 
II ave exceeded in intensity even the terrible one of 1812,. ~hich is 
said to lmve lasted five years, and has gained the· nam~,of pana~.~A 
l:dl. Three-fourths of the cattle died, arid, as stated in the record, 
of tlte famine of 1661, man ate man. "Larg~".tract$ of cp.untl:,t 
were depopulated by this famine, and traces of · the dev,f!8~ti<)n, . 

·+ ~.a used by it were visible in Ajmer at the beginning of Britisq:rule.·::. 
Since the famine, of 1812, no general famine had occ'Urre,d .i~r': 
llajpuhina. There had been a <;ontinuance of loc~l scarcity, .aii.d~ 
as has been already related, there was.severe scarcity in'.A.jme:.:{~ 
1819, 1824, 1833, and 1848. The famine of 1861 which· wa~ 
so severe over the North-Western Provinces, only. affected: •the 
eastern portions of Rajputana, including J aiptl.r and .A! war.; an" 
the countries dependent on the south-west monsoon~ ·mc~udi.ng 
::Uarwar, were blessed with a plE:mtiiul harvest,. · . · . , ,::: • · ·. 

For some years previous to 1868 the seasons had been irregular1 
and, as we have seen, the rainfall of 1864, 1865, and 1~66.w~ 
very deficient in Ajmer. In 1864 the rains broke up ve,ry,early, 
and the kharif was only half an average crop; in 186q the. rains. 
commenced very: late, so that all the early crops were lost, and,· 
only ha.U the later crops were saved i in 1866, the rains·:were ~t~ 
and light; 1867 had been better than its predecessors, but. th~
country entered onthe famine witq its stocks of grain e~usted~ 

The rainfall of 1868 was Unfavorable . from the· .. commence.o 
ment. The early rains of June were not sUmcientiy heary.;to. 
allow the cultivators to plough the land arid pu~ in 'the seed.'; 
Fr01nthe 1st June 1868 to 1st J~e 1869 the average faUf.ol a1:); 
t.hc stations of Ajmer-:~ferwai'a was only 7!•4 inches, or about one~ 
third of an average fall. The State of J ~pur 'W3a a~ ,bad ;,·av.~~.~~ 
Jodhpur, no rain ~.whatever ~ell during the . rainy seasoi;t, ·o:e ~~ 
least not enough to be measured by a rain-gauge<'' West:· of, the 
Arvali the south-west monsoon failed entirely .. ·East-of .the .ArvaU. 
the rains fell only over the Indore district~,_but did'no,t extend ovei
Central India and :Bundelkhund, the starving p()pulation. of whiQA 
provinet~s flocked into. 1\lalwa. · In Guzerat a: terribl~ flood il\ thE) 
early part of August swept all before it. , The people saved theJP:!" 
selves by getting on eminences and c;Litrihing treesi.and thE}. ,CQ'Untry 
was under water for days.· Cattle and stocks of grain. and fodde~; 
were swept away, and the element searched out arid dest:coyed the. 
stores of grain below ground. N 0 rai,n. fell $Ubs¢que:p.~y, ; anq 
Guzerat itself hac} to undergo the ·hardships of .scarcity •. Jl'h,e 
north-east monsoon had equally failed,, and.great sparcity Qve:r~ 
shadowed theN orth-\V estern Provinces. Ajme:r was thus isolat~ 
in the midst of a famine tract ; · it had no . supplies of its owrij 
a.nd1 owing to the utter faihue of fort1ge, the, price ,Qf whiQp. wa~ 

' .·, 
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. in tnany places actually dearer than grain, no carts couiJ trave1, 
·· no(coult1 the pack-bullock of the banjir:is, of which there are 
l1uudrcd8 of thousands in Rajp{ltana and Central India, traverse 
tho CO!tntry. Tho only mean~ of transport which were .availablC' 
co·nsiste(l of camels; all the kafilas employed by traders, l10wcvcr, 
cease travelling in the rarns, partly because no return-loads of salt 
can be carried during that season, and partly because, agreeably to -
the time-honored custom of the country, camels are then turned 
out to graze. No regular organization for the supply of grain by 
camels was attempted by the local administration. 

· · . Towards the end of Au.gust 1868, emigration commenced from 
Ajmer-~{erwara. "\Vheat at this time was selling in Ajmer at ten 
seers; barley, jowar, and grass were twelve seers per rupee. Such 
was the scarcity of fodder that cows were offered for sale at Re. 1 
each, and good plough-cattle at Rs. 10 a pair. No grass could be. 
procured by the cantonment of Nasfrabad. The horses of the 
artillery battery were sent away altogether, and the small cavalry 
detachment which remained had to fetch forage frmn Nimach, 
a distance of 150 miles. Relief-works were commenced; and in 
November 1868, the deputy commissioner, who had, either per
sonally or through his subordinates, visited every portion of the 
district, reported on the ·condition of the country. Half the 
cattle had been driven to Malwa owing to absence of fodder. 
The kharif had practically been a total failure. The water in the 
wells was scanty, and had become so brackish that it was tmfit for 
purposes of irrigation. In some places where the crops had 
sprouted, no grain, owing to lack of moisture, had been formed, 
and the stalks had been cut to feed the cattle. The people were 
apathetic, and entirely in the hands of the money-lenders, who 
would make no advances. In January, February, and 1\Iarch 

. 1861:>, 1·2 inch of rain fell, but there was no cultivation on 
unirrigated land, and the area under crop in the rabi was confined 
to those localities where well-irrigation was procurable, for none 
of the tanks had any water. · l\Iildew and hail-storms attacked the 
scanty crop, and there was to all intents a total loss of both crops. 
The distress was intensified by the cro~·ds of emigrants from !Iar .. · 
war. who, coming with their herds in search of food and pasture, 
trenched considerably on the scanty supplies of food remaining, 
and consumed the little grass in the district. Emigration from 

. .Ajmer.-Merwara now went on with redoubled speed, and the people 
were reduced to the necessity of supporting themselves on the bark 
of the khe.fra tree and roots 1vhich they mixed with grain and 
ground up to make bread. Poor-houses were now established, and 

. the co.untry waited in eager expectation for the rains of 186G. 
The hot E(ason of 1869_ was unusually protracted, and it wa::: 



( 111 ) 

11ot till the n1iJ.clle of July that the long-looked-for rains set ·in 
and the people were enabled to plough their fields. ·. In many 
I>laccs, 'vhen there \Ycrc no cattle, the men, making sniallploughs 
for the purpose, yoked themselves in place of their oxen and 
bhoriously turned up a furrow, while the won1en dropped in the 
grain. 'I here was hardly any rain, however, in .t\.ugust (only 
1} inch was n1easured in .Ajmer), and the distress ~"now began 
to reach its culminating point as the prospects of a kharif harvest 
grauualls disappeared. Barks and roots· even were scarce, and 
the nwrtality was frightful. A copious .rainfall in September to 
S0111C extent revived the hopes of the people, OUt these Were SOOU 

dPstincd to be uashed. Swarms of locusts, hatched in J esalmer 
:.nul Bikanir, invaued ]!arwar, Ajmer, Tonk, and the northern 
parts of ~Icwar, and devoured every green thing. The estimated 
loss was, of maize 46 per cent., of jowar 56, of b:ijra 67, of cotton 
uS, of til 73, of pulses 82 per cent. Grain was literally not now 
1n·ocural>le,-barley was selling during the month ·of September, 
~lCConling to the price-lists of Ajmer, at 5-! seers; the highest. 
}1l'icc it reached was 3 seers, but men with money. in. their hands 
eould not get food in the city of Ajmer. Importation from 
Bhaw·ani and Rewari now commenced, and convoys of camels,· · 
coming for the Sambhar salt daily, brought large supplies. In 
August 18G9 an application was made to the Government of the 
N orth-\Y estern Provinces to despatch grain from Agra, but the 
consignment arrived after grain had become cheap. At the Close 
of the famine, the deputy ·commissioner estimated the. losses at 
2:J per cent. of the population of 426,000, at 33 per cent. of the 
cattle, and 50 per cent. of ploughs. Government had spent _ 
altogether Rs. 15,20,07 4, of which amount it is calculated that 
lls. 2,30,000 were given in gratuitous relief. • 

Into the vexed question of the adequacy ·of ·the relief
atlministration it is no part of a Gazetteer to enter. A. full· 
account of what \vas done will be found in Colonel Brooke's 
account of the " Famine ~n R~jputana," which was published in 
the Ga~tte of India of the 25th February 1871. - The district 
oiliccrs did all that men could do ; but no addition whatever was 
nmde to the ordinary district staff, and in August 1869 there was 
no grain in the country wherewith to feed the people, who neces~ 
sarily died. The rains of 1870 were rather below, the average. 
Ajmcr got 21 inches, Beawar 10·7, Todgarh 10·8; but no rain fell 
::titer August. 'fhe deputy commissioner reported that the state 
o£ apathy ancl demoralization of the people, owing to~the misery 
of the la.·ot hYo years, was such that nothing availed for the collec
tion of the revenue save active coercive measures; and these, except 
in hro insb.nces1 hO:d been effectual. Iu Beawar in 18741 seed~ - . - . ~ 
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~hen.t wns selling ~t 5 to 6 seers per n1pee, harley at 7 scet·s, 
~ram at 4 seers; and was generally repayable with 100 per cent. 
Interest •. In ·Todgarh, seed-wheat was selling at 2~- to 3 ~ecrs, 
barley at 3! to 5 seers; repayable at 12 sccrsj and 18 seers, 

, rcspectivelv. . 
· · ·In ~Ierwnra it was found utterly impossible to collect the 
revenue during the famine years, and eventually the arreai.'S were 
remitted. A summary settlement was ·made for ~Ierwara from 
the year 1872-73, which was at a reduction of 32 I>er cent. on the 
settlement demand. The collections from l\Ierwara durin~ the 
period of settlement are shown in the following table for ll~rioch 
of five years ~ 

oO E~ z~ E!,.; 

e1a 0· ~,.:. ol: 

to!:~ ... ~ 
:, "; il t;,'; ~ 

Tahlil •. Cittte. ~~ ... f~ .... e: .... t;Q~ 

£.:as :~3 f:·::l 3 '-oo :·::-"' ...... <~~ <t; ~~6 ~l~ 
. ~ii 

;:;oil :=M ::g~ i: !J ~~ • CJ .. .. .... ... ..... -P.s. ns. 1!8. Rs. 

~·· { Be a war ... 55,579 o1,6S6 55,387 ·s.t,D3.i 
.:Beanr Chang ... 10,164 10,2 . .1.1 10,G8:J 6,2513 

Shamgarh - .. , .. 25,279 2.f,,1.8U 26,132 15,871 -- --
Total ... 91,022 86,416 ~:2,2031__5~ 

... { Bhaela.n ... i2,816 12,816 12,817 8,457 
Toili'arh Dew air ... 28,936 28,697 28,816 21,083 

Todgarh ... 3.3,270 35,112 35,108 22,493 --
Total .... 77,022 76,625 76,741 52,03~ 

Grnnd Total, .. 
.Merwara •.. ... l,68,0.J.J. 1,63,041 1,68,9!9 1,00,100 

This .table is instructive. The first period shows the favorable 
years after the settlement; during the second, remissions were 

·allowed; the revenue during the third period was 1igorously 
collected; and the fourth period, which includes one year of 
the summary ·settlement, shows the average paid by !Ierwara 
during the famine and subsequent years. 
. , 'rhe foregoing retrospect has sufficiently demonstrated, what 
· .,., was already abundantly clear fron1 a . 
. Remarks on the village sys• consideration o£ the tenure that the villa(J'e 
tem as applicable to .Ajmcr. f h 1\.T th TT"" ' p · 0 

Uerwara. . . system o t e ..~.~or - n estern rOTlnees 
is not sell-acting beyond a certain point, 

and that a mouzawar settlement cannot succeed in .Ajmer-c· 
1tierwara. By the term "mouzaw{tr" is me~nt a scttlen1cnt 
where the assessment is based on the average of good r..ncl bad 
seasons, a:o.d where the principle of joillt responsibility is en.forco\l 
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fn the collection of the rev(fnue.· Tqe seasons present too great 
vicissitudes to allow of an equal annual demand being assessed, 
but this difficulty has been partially surmounted in_ the ree@nt 
revision by the assessment of water-revenue, amounting in, 
Ajmer-Merwara to Rs. 55,432 out. of Rs. 2,61,557, s.epamtelt 
from the land-revenue on the unirrigated aspect. The·asses$lllent 
on the drv aspect includes the full assessmen.t of well-land, bl!t~ 
in each village where the tanks fail to :fill, the "W!ater-revenue will 
he remitted each year. The principle of joint responsibility has 
not been fo:tmally abolished, for cases may arise ( th9ugn the 
cultivated area cannot be largely increased. in any village) in 
which it would be just to enforce it. One of the main objeets of 
the recent settlement, however, has been ~ reduce its:evils to.· 
a minimum. All well·known and recognized divisions of a 
village have been allowed to choose a headman, and- to each 
cultivator has been permitted the .option of deciding through 
'vhir~h of the headmen he will pay his revenue. The total amount 
Jmyahlc ~ll.L·o,,gh each patel has been added up, and a list C!f each 
headman s constull ... P.nts given to the headman, and IDed ~l~. t"M 
settlement record. 'l'llu101, in a village paying ·Rs. 1,®, the~e 
1nay be five patels, two rebponsible for Rs. 250 ooclt, <Qne for 
Rs. 200, one for Rs. 125, ana uuti tor &. 79. · Under the old 
s.rstem, the tahsildar demanded the revenue, from those. a:tno:p.g · 
the headmen whom he considered the moet substantial in the 
village. Now, he can tell exactly how much he should collect 
from each patel; and if the representative of any thole or pati~ 
~annot be n1ade to pay, very valid reasons indeed should be 
nddueed before the representative of the other divi8ions of the 
village are called on to make good the deficiency. Prima facil!, 
in such a case the sum should be remitted. In short, the otd 
tltok and pati of the mouzawar system has been entirely aban
doned. No real thoks and patis exist in Ajmer-Me:rwara, and fO:r · 
a number of more or less arbitrary sub-diviSions of the land hlt;S · 
been substituted an agglom:er8.tion of holdings, bound togethet by' 
the facAhat the owners have selected one of the hea.dmen sane .. ; 
tioned for the village as the representative through whom they· 
will pay their revenue. In this way, the headmen of· the viltsges 
have become a strictly representative body, as they ~ht tQ be-: . 

Present condition of the people.--The :resnlt Qf~":t&nt!iiJ:~hu;~-: 
:R alt f the fa • been to throw the' district into a stat&·oft· ·:: 

es 
0 

WJJW. indebtednesS from Which it is doubtful ifY ., 

it will ever recover. The assessment of the khalsa ha8 never been 
light, and the people have always. been a cultivating tenantry 
living from hand to mouth, and with no resources beyond those 
of the elllTent :harvest. · One effect which follows on fJ.tery -,ear 

p 
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'Of scarcity was especially <:.l>scl"Vahle during the famine, and tbi~ 
-is the opportunity :w,1ich' is given to the grain-dealers to secure 
what woulcl otherwise be bad debts. There is always a large 
amount of unsecured de.bt which l1as descendrd fro~ father to 
1;on, or consists of extortions of the gl'ain-dealers which they coulcl 
no~ recover in a civil com:t. A starving man is not over-cautious 
l'egarding the obligations 'be undertakes, and the grain-dcalersfouncl 
their opportunity in the l~ecessity of the cultivators, who, if thPy 

.. required food, were oblig,~d to sign bonds or mortgage their lancl 
.for the full amount which the grain-dc::tlcrs stated was due to 
ihem. This process was :very extensively carried out in l\Icr,vara, 
'and especially in the Tod garh tahsil. A new species of de Lt ·has 
been incurred since the famine, owing to the system introduced · 
in 1866 of not-collecting :revenue except from the headn1en. The 
. headmen, or rather the n10st substa.ntial headman in the village, 
'Yhen pressed, borrowed money to pay, and wrote bonds for tho 
3.mount in their own names, and not as representatives of the 
village community.- The village communities have, ni;l ~ 1ule, 
repudi::tted their share in these debts; and the cpu.I·ts have. given 
decrees for large sums against the luiachno.u personally, though 
the debt was really due from the vill~9~· . . _ 

. The amount o.f mo:rtQ!'Be __dpht·-whlCh has been found cx1shng 
at the recent revision of settlement in the 

· l\Iortgage. khalsa villages is Rs. 11,5::>,437. lUany 
mortgages hav-e, no doubt, escaped record, and many of them arc 
of old standing and cannot be laid to the account of the famine, 
but the indebtedness on mortgage debts alone is sufficiently apl'al.
lin ('/'. · The mortgages of the district are almost all of the usufruc
tu~ry kind., but it is only in rare cases that the mortgagee takes 
possession of the land. The custom is for the mortgagor, at the 
·date of writing the mortgage-bond, to write what is called a 
Gugri khat s~ipulating to pay the mortgagee as rent yearly either 
so many inaunds of grain per 100 rupees of the n1ortgage-dcbt, 
or so much per cent. interest. The rent of the land bears generally 
no relation whatev-er to the value of the produce, but coly to the 

. amount of the mortgage-debt. In lierwara a kind of rnctuyer 
system has been established between the mortgagor anu mortgagee : 
the grain-dealer gives half the seed-grain and takes half the pro

. duce, the cultivator having to pay the Government revenue out 
of his share. 

O·wing to the fact that sales of land in execution of decrees 
· . are forbidden, and to the 1)eeuliarities of 

Power of the money-lending the tenures of the district, the U10ney-
elass. lending classes lk'1Ye never become actual 

· owners of the soil as they haye in other parts of the Bengal Prcsi-
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tTcney. It is calcubtecl hy the settlement officer, however,. that 
a :sum equal to more than the revised Government dem.a~d annu
ally passeE-~ into their pockets as interest on nwrtgagcs, so that in 
reality they draw n1ore than the landlord's share from the produce 
o[ the soil. The policy of our rule has been everywhere. favor-
a lJle to tho 1uoniecl class, and this is especially true of Ajmer and 
'.l\Icr\'l~ara. ]fr. "\Vildcr encouraged by every means in his power 
tho settling of Seths in Ajmer; and in chapter X of his " Sketch 
of J\Ier'\lara," Colonel Dixon writes : " After water, the desidera
tmn next in importance to ensure the prosperity of 1\ferwara was 
t hu location of people of the mahajan class. It is an ·established 
fact that agriculture cannot prosper without the intervention of ·· 
mahaj2ns;." rrhe presence of a monied class has, no doubt, alle- . 
"iated the scarcity of many unpropitious seasons., but the fatal 
facility of uorrowing has ·plunged all classes into debt. The d.iffi
(~ulty of rescuing the people from the load which now weighs them 
down is enormous. In the case of the istimrardars, Government 
has cut the Gordian knot uy itself liquidating the debts and taking· 
a 1noderaie interest from the indebted thakurs; but this remedy 
<:o'.llu not be 11roposed ill the case of the petty owners of the 
kluilsa. . . · . 

Loans to agriculturists are gencraily transacted by village· 
r: t £ • t t shopkeepers, who, in their turn·, borrow 
,a cs 0 

UJ ·ercs ' f h S tl f A • Th din -rom t e e 1s o -Jmcr. e or ary 
rate of interest on small transactions where an article is given in 
p~twn as security, is 12 per cent. per annum; where a mortgage is. 
given on 111ovaule property, but possession is not given of the· 
property n1ortgaged, the rate is 24 per cent. In. mortgages on- · 
imn1ovablo property the rate varies considerably, from l2 per cent .. 
to what is called saklt siwaya, or 48 per cent. ;. but the. usual 
rate is 2t per cent. Wheretheinterestis-paid.in grain, from 9to· 
12 maunds per hundred rupees is the rate of interest .. In petty. 
agricultural advances on personal security, 24 per cent. is the usual 
rate, and ·where an advance of grain is given, it is repayable with· 
intcres~ called bddki, at the rate of 5· to 10 seers per maund per 
barvcst. rr110 rate of Rs. 4-8 toRs 6 per cent. is considered a fair re~~ 
hun for money invested in buying land. Assuming;. then:, a rate of 
~·11 per cent. as the interest on the mortgage-debt of the khalsa, the 
figures go to prove that an annual suni of Rs. 2,77,328, or more· 
ihan the net Government l'evenue, passes into the hands of. the 
nwney-lendcrs. Besides the debts secured on land, thereare·large· 
f!.Gms due on unexccuteLl decrees by agriculturists in the Ajmer, 
Tic:iwar, and N asirabad. small cause courts, and an unknown 
rtmomlt is secured by bonds. The value of the whole prodl:lce of 
the district, exclusive of istimrar and jagfr, has been Q.stimated by 
the settlement officer at between 15 and· 10 lakhs; and, of this. 
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amount, 6lakhs babsorbccl by fhe Government revenue and eesses, 
and interest on deb't. · · · 

'l'he 1ncome of istiinrardars of tlw di~trict has l>ccn cstin1atcJ 
Position of the iotim.r-:~dirh lJy recent cnquil'ics in the ~purt of the 

Commissioner at lls. 5,G0,1US. In the 
year 1872 a ller;nlation was passccl for tho relief of en1banassetl 
thak-urs and jt1girdars. '!'heir estimatetl deLts amounted to -
seven lakhs, and the Gov_ernment of India sanctioned a grant 
of the sum. Their debts have now 1Jeen nearly all paid or 
compromised, and interest on the advance at 6 per cent. is paid 
from the· profits of the estate to Governn1ent. rl'he revenue 
paid by the istimrar estates amounts to Rs. 1,1't,73-.t-0-11, or 
about one-fifth of the assets. The smaller cshttcs are compara-· 
tivCly very heavily assessed, some at nearly one-half the rental; 
the larger estates, whose owners were powerful ancl could resist 
oppression, are lightly assessed : the 'Thakur of 3Iasuda ha~ an 
income of over Rs. 70,000, and pays Rs. 8,555-6; the Raja oE 
Bhinai pays lls. 7,717-7-11, out o.f a rental of Its. 55,000; and 
the assets of the larger estates are capable of a very consideralJlc 

. increase with :proper management. In a few years it is hoped 
. that nearly all these estates will be freed from debt, ancl the chiefs 
'will be able to hand down an unencumbered estate to their 
descendants. 

The wages of the labouring classes have risen considerably 
· · since 1850; the ordinarv wages at present. 

Day-labourer;;. ~., 
. . for coolies are 3 annas per man, 2 annas per 

woman, and 1 to ll anna for children according to size. 'l'l;e 
Department of Public· Works pays generally 3t annas to men. 
In 1850 wages we1·c paid in S1·ishahi coinage, and were equivalent 
·to 1 ~nna 9 pie, 1 anna 2 pie, and{) pie, respectively. Agricultural 
labourers in and about Ajmer city, employed in weeding cro1>s and 
working wells, receive-men 3 an11as a day or Rs. 5 a month, or 
lls. 2 toRs. 2-8 with food and clothing; women 2 ann as a day, ancl 
they are scarcely ever employed by the month; children Ull to 2 
nnnas a day. The old rates did not exceed 2 annas a day .or Rs. 4 

•per month, and women and children were paid proportionately less 
when employed in cutting crops. The labourers receive about half 
a. seer of grain called karpt in addition. .A. plough with a pair of 
bullocks ancl a driver costs 8 annas :1 day. In villages, agricul
tural labourers receive generally 2 seers a day; when employed by 
the year, they generally receive a pair of shoes, a blanket, ancl a · 
rupee for tobacco, in addition. 

Smiths urc paid from 6 to 8 annas a tby by ,the Department 

Skill dart
• of Public \Yorks, c~rpcnters from 5 to 7 

· e ·uans 
. · annas, masons from 5 to 6 annas, or, when 

employed by the month, f1·om 10 to lo rupees. About the year 
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1800 lhc rate. of \rages for all was about 4 annas Srishahi a day, or 
Jts. 7-8 a n1onth. Colonel Dixon built alllris tanks at the rate of 
He. 1 per enlJic yard; at present masonry ~annot be built for less 
than front Hs. 3-8 to Rs. 4 per cubic yard. Not only. has the rate 
of ·wages increased, but the hours of labour have· climinisl~ed. 
Eight hours arc nmY considered a good day's work, while formerly 
aU labourers worked about ten hours. ' · 

No ~:;tatistics exist for 'the comparison · of prices of ordi

PrC'~C'nt prices. 
nary articles of consumption, except food
grains, with their prices in. past· times. 

".rho following ·were the prices current in Ajmer city in the year 
1873,-su~ar, Rs. 11-4 per maund; gur, Rs. 5-10-8 per maund; 
ghl, lls. 20 per maund; Sambhar salt, Re. 1 per maund ;· khari · 
~alt, 1 maund 1G seers per rupee; tobacco, Rs. 10-4-8 per maund; 
tlt·icd fruits, Rs. 18 per maund; fuel, 2 maunds. 30 seers per 
I'upcc; distilled liquors sell at 4. annas, 8 annas, and Re. 1 per 
lJoi.tlc; the best rice is 4 seers per rupee; common rice, 7 seers 
12 chittacks; barley, 19 seers 12 chittacks; Indian-corn, 14 seers 
8 chittacks; wheat, 14 seers 14 chittacks; indigo, Rs. 75 a 
JHaund. The prices of all these articles have, no· doubt,· risen 
considerably since 1850. . 

The gold and silver weight ·table used · 
Local weights ancl~meusures. is as follows :- . . 

4 1\I ungs = 1 I Rati. 
8 lt::1tis = I Masha •. 

1~! Mashas = I 'fola or a Rupee: 
'l'he weights used in the city of Ajmer are the Government 

eltittack, seer, and maund of 80 pounds; in th~ district the 
follmving table of weights is in use:- , · 

18 :Mashas - I Pukkapais. 
2i l'ukknpais - 1 Kacha chittack. 
4 Chittacks 1 Pao. 
2 Paos - 1 Adhsera. , 
2 Adhseras - 1 Seer. 
5 Seers == 1 Pansera or Dhari. 
8 Panseris = 1 !faund (kacha) = 27 seers· of'. 

'rime is measured as follows :-
80 tolas. , 

1 Tire a th - , 4 Seconds. , . 
6 Breaths ::::::: l Pal = 24 Seconds. 

10 1\tls -- l Kshan = 4 Minutes. 
6 Kshan - l Ghari = 24 :Minutes. 
7! G haris - l Pahar = 3 Hours. 
8 Pahars - l Day and night = 24 Hours. 

Cloth measure:
Djametcr of a Pukkapais 

28 Uno·lis 
1"'> 

li Hath 

- l Ungli. 
- l Hath. 
- 1 Gaj = J'yard of 36 

inches. 
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1\Ieasurc o.f distance :-
28 Unglis 1 Hath. 
8~ Ilaths · - l Jarib o£ 20 Ghatas. 
50 Jaribs 1 Kos = 2,·450 yanl~. 

The Ajmer. b!gha is a square of 44 yards, and 2k b.lghas aro 
exactly equal to an acre :-

. 1 Square Ghata. 6 feet 7 inches = '1 Diswansi. 
20 · Biswansis - · 1 Biswa. 
2() Biswas - 1 llig·ha. = 1,936 square 

yards. 
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Statement ~howiil;1 the Total Racnue rf Ajmcr District from lS 10-50 to 1873-7 4. 

-- ----- -- ----"~-~ -- - -~-- --

Collections Government Collections 
Yun. from Khalsa land I).Ud from iRtim- · Customs. Abkll:ri. Stamps. Income Tax. Miscellaneous. Tatro Cess. Ro:.d Cc~s. GRAND ToTA.:t., resumed Yillaged, tenures. r~rd,.rs. 

-

Bs. A. r. Ba. A. P. Bs. A. P. Bs. A. P. Ba. A. P. Bs. A. P. Bs. A. P. Bs. A. P. Rs. A.P. Bs. 'A. P. Bs. A. r. 

1849-50 ... 1,66,100 0 0 ...... 1,20,813 10 7 96,919 13 2 4,920 10 9 16,173 6 6 ...... 6,106 0 4 4,5·12 0 0 1,704 0 0 4, 17,3~9 9 4 
18i>ll-51 ... 1,54,&36 8 10 ...... 1,20,813 10 7 1,09,673 10 8 6,261 12 9 16,171 14 0 ...... 3,503 1 2 6,125 0 0 1,!:H9 0 0 4,16,96~ 10 0 
1);6t.53 ... 1,7l,H17 4 0 ······ 1,20,813 10 7 1,13,909 13 9 6,205 10 6 11,091 0 6 ... ~·· 2,550 8 0 6,125 0 0 6,~!7 0 () 4,37,449 15 4 
1852-53 ... 1,73,558 3 0 ...... 1,20,813 10 7 90,573 2 3 6,202 3 -4 12,798 8 0 ...... 2,775 6 4 6,125 0 0 6,S47 0 0 4,17,603 1 6 
1853-54 ... 1,&7,365 0 2 325 5 6 1,20,813 10 7 1,10,598 2 6 6,202 3 4 H.,806 6 0 ....... - 3,136 4 6 6,125 0 0 6,1:l47 0 0 4,24,219 0 IS 
18.'54-55 ... 1,74.019 8 0 869 3 6 1,20,813 10 7 97,14810 8 6,320 9 0 11,159 14 . 0 ...... 3,262 13 6 6,125 0 0 6,888 0 0 4,2t,tlt\7 6 1 
l8ii;;·56 ... 1,73,73·l. 7 1 SiO 1 ll 1,20,813 10 7 1,04,14~ 4 10 6,755 0 0 12,942 12 0 ...... 8,946 6 10 6,125 0 0 6,1:188 0 0 4,34,223 10 1 
1856-57 ... 1,70,383 6 6 1,002 11 7 1,27,090 10 7 96,877 14 6 6,755 0 0 15,618 4 0 

--~· ... 4,135 8 0 6,125 0 0 6,888 0 0 4,32,876 7 1 
1857-58 ... 1,72,290 0 3 572 0 2 1,27,090 10 7 96,0~6 4o 8 6,755 0 0 14,720 14 0 '······ 3,1168 -8 0 6,125 0 0 6,878 0 0 4,32,186 6 8 
1858-5!1 ... 1,·71, 739 15 9 636 5 9 1,27,090 10 7 1,18,312 14 4 6,755 0 0 14,685 2 0 ...... 3,036 10 3 5,125 0 0 6,878 0 0 4,63,21·9 10 8 
1859-60 ... 1,82,115 4 6 868 3 4 1,26,016 2 7 1,21,372 6 3 6,424 15 0 18,451 2 0 

57,4Rs" 
6,102 13 8 5,125 0 0 6,878 0 0 4,73,3ii3 15 4 

18GO-Ul ... 1,61,259 9 6 1,414 6 0 1,26,016 2 7 l:J2,228 8 4 8,700 0 0 21,484 6 o- 0 0 6,103 11 0 8,4R9 14 1 17,815 0 8 5,00,9\!9 9 1 
1861-62 ... 1,74,0!>-J. 211 1,808 4o 7 1,26,016 2 7 1,10,704 5 4o 8,700 q 0 45,544 12 0 60,661 0 0 6,113 11 6 6,125 0 0 6,871:1 0 0 5.45,635 6 10 
1862-6:3 ... 1,72,S:H 1 6 1,673 7 3 1,2ti,Ol6 2 7 1,11,386 411 8,700 0 0 1,03,6!Jl 611 62,957 o· 0 6,444 711 -6,125 0 0 6,872 0 0 5,9.3,609 15 0 
186.3-6.1! ... 1,72,!<44 4 4 1,841 13 10 1,26,016 2 7 1,10,897 1 4 8,700 0 0 66,668 7 0 60,0:!9 13 1 6,535 12" 8 5,125 0 0 6,872 0 0 6,65,530 610 
BGJ..-65 ... 1,72,803 7 4 2,150 8 10 1,26,016 2 7 ],24,217 8 6 8,751 6 6 71,098 0 0 45,939 2 0 8,03i 14 6 6,125 0 0 6,~72 0 0 5,71,058 1 1 
1A65-66 ... 1,73,0·t7 6 2 2,011 9 6 1,26,016 2 7 1,13,666 0 8 11,126 7 6 85,635 11 0 10,388 12 0 14,037 7 9 6.125 0 0 6,8i2 0 0 6,47,825 8 1 
]8tl6-67 ... 2,09,b25 9 9 2,105 2 9 1,26,016 2 7 1,10,108 911 22,623 9 1 71,442 9 6 13,300 0 0 33,079 9 0- S,771 9 3 7,71!8 6 10 6,05,153 4 9 
ll'>B7-fl8 ... 1,80,51Jl 1 2 2,246 0 6 1,26,016 2 7 1,13,113 12 2 32,432 11 4 . 94,866 6 10 20,288 0 0 26,404 2 1. 8,777 16 9 7,798 14 10 6,12,4>15 3 3 
1808-69 ... 1,02,928 11 7 944 1 6 1,24,954 13 6 1,13,938 2 2 29,421 13 6 1,02,939 7 0 13,200 15 9 "37,072 12 8 8,797 15 9 7,798 14 10 6,41,997 12 3 
1869-70 ... 1,82,4.'J5 3 1 961 711 1,24,104 ·1 10 16,641· 1 3 12,283 5 9 1,17,684 12 9 35,863 2 0 31,027 10 4 8,24-6 11 0 'T,Hl 11 0 5,37,049 2 11 
1870-71 ... 2,13,150 9 10 605 2 0 1,23,9fi7 10 6 102 12 0 21,016 511 1,01,475 5 0 62,603 10 1 45,949 0 6 8,212 8 0 7,713 10 7 6,84, 7~6 10 4 
1H71-72 ... 1,86,216 11 2 1,245 411 1,25,665 9 4 0 8 0 16,282 11 0 84;761 5 0 15,639 16 9 61,371 5 0 8,271 14 0 8,725 7 7 4,98,180 u ·1 
l!:l72-73 ... 1,80,023 2 2 271 0 0 1,26,016 2 • 7 ...... 16,752 0 0 1,16,183 t) 0 8,546 0 0 677 0 0 6,125 0 0 1,939 0 0 4,55,532 4 I) 

lb73-74 ... 1,so,:na 0 0 237 0 0 1,26,016 2 7 ...... 18,437 0 0 1,35,37~ 0 0 . ..... 749 0 0 6,060 8 o. 1,8US 0 0 4,68,077 10 7 

. 
' 
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APPENDIX D. 

Statement ali.Oll'in!} the Prices r:f Produce in .Ajmer during fhe Pt11nt,u rj' 1 ~CS-G~!. 

Year, ll•>nth, Wheat, :: ... ,~ .. _:_. ·~·' ::J ~-. .,.,,: 
--

~111. Ch. Hr!k Cb. Srs. Cb, Srs, Cb. Sri!. C'h. Srs. Ch.!:!rs. Ch.,Sra, Cb, 

...I 

Jnne ... ... 16 11 23 1 . ..... . ..... 120 10 ~ 6 ...... . ..... . 
July_ ... '" 16 ' 21 8 ........ . ..... 19 8 20 0 40 0 30 0 
Angnst ... .g 18 I 2:1 6 ··•··· ....... 16 .u 17 8 ······ 25 0 

lSGS Scptembtt ... ... 10 0 12 6 . ..... . ..... 10 g 10 0 12 0 15 0 " 

l October ... ... 7 l3 9 1 -····, ...... T 13 9 7 19 0 24 (1 

November ... ... 7 ' 8 ~ ..... .,. ······ .'1 14. 8 0 16 0 ······ . 
De.•ember ... ... 7 0 8 '1 . ..... ······ 7 2 7 8 ······ 11 8 

, 
J:mtlli.I"J ... ... 7 g 8 9 -·- ·-··· 7 ' 7 6 11 : 1,: .. ~, February ... ... 7 12 8 13 ....... . ....... 7 4 7 11 12 

March ... ... 7 9 8 15 """··· .~ ...• 7 1 7 7 11 2 I U 0 . 
April 8 u 8 15 7 0 1 0 11 9! 17 6 ... ... ······ ······ 
May 8 12 8· ' 6 ., 6 11 6 12 6 8 H 

,. 
9 17 H ... -

June ... . .. 6 7 8 8 6 0 & 8 • 0 6 2 13 0 17 9 1969 ... 
July ... ... 6 8 9 0 6 • 5 ' 6 12 & 1 12 4 2!3 10 
A.ugust ... a• 5 12 6 8 6 13 ' H 5 2 6 0 13 12 40 0 

Septemllu ... ... ' 9 5 8 4 u 4. 1il 4 4 4 H u 14 . ....... 
Oetober - ... G 12 7 5 6 6 6 7 1 4 6 8 11 4 ·····' 
Noveml.er ... - 6 0 1 8 9 4 ' 14 9 8 8 11 a 4 . ..... 
Deeember ... - 6 9 8 1 10 11 6 0 10 2 11) 12 4G 0 . ....... 

( JanUllJ")' ... •.. 8 Ht 10 & 11 8 8 8 11 13 12 0 80 0 . ....• 

J i'ebrua.rJ .•. ... '1 ;1.2 11 0 13 0 10 8 1~ n 12 u roo. :, . ..... 
M~ttch m ... 7 4 1~ 6 13 11 11 8 13 10 H 11 80 . ..... 1870 

l 
April ... ... 9 0 15 0 15 12 H 0 13 11 17 5 65 0 00 0 
M&y ... ... 9 14 15 z 15 8 i 12 4 u 6 16 0 1,0 0 70 0 
June ... . .. 9 e u 6 13 8110 8113 4111 7160 0 70 0 . 



APPE~DIX C. 

Si.:dtmtnt. sho7cinJ Rainfalt at Ajmer Jail from 1SC3 to 18 78. 

Mo!r~li!!, 1863. 186i. 1SC5. 1SG6. 1SC7. lBCS. 1560, 1870. lb71, 1872. 1873. 187-i. 187.:;. 1Si6. 1877. lt:S. 

--- -- ------ - --- - --~ ----In. Cts. In. Cts. In. Cts. In. Cts. In. Cts. In. Cts. In. Cts. Iu. Cts. In. Cts. In. Cts. In, Cta. In. Cts. In. Cts. In. Cts. In. Cts. In. Cts, 
January ••• ... 0 60 0 92 0 25 No rain No rain .. . 0 4.0 No rain No rain 0 30 0 15 0 6 0 10 ... 0 4 . .. 
FebruarJ ... ... ... 0 50 0 75 . .. No rain 0 121 0 4.0 No rain No rain No rain No rain 0 8 2 84 ... 0 89 0 4 

March ... ... 0 10 ... 6 0 ... No rain 0 32k 1 95 0 72! No rain No rain No rain 0 2 ... 0 1 0 16 .. . 
April ... . .. ... . .. No rain 0 4.1. 0 so 0 30 No rain Noraln 0 6 Nor:Un No rain . .. . .. ... 0 4.'l 0 3 

May ... - 0 53 0 11 No rain 0 85 0 51 0 221 No rain 0 n 1 12} 1 20 1 77 0 60 1 53 ... 0 82 J 78 

Jnne ... ... 9 70 0 8 0 J 1 83 I a 1 !! No rain 8 40 8 ~! 1 %8 1 71 4 59 0 es 2 41 0 21 1 65 

Jllly ... . .. 12 u 7 97 1 47 3 70 'l - 0 8 871 ' 65 0 67i ... 6 66 'l 67 9 13 6 47 8 0 8 6 ' 23 10 6 
-

A-ugust ... ... 2 97 8 154 7 ·38 20 ' 13 92! 0 85 1 55 11 30 0 50 18 15 G 82 IS '2 ' 19! IS 98 0 23 15 3~ 

September ... . .. ... 0 52 1 18 No rain 1 66i .. . 14 60 0 IJ ' 25 3 85 I 118 1 91 17 80 6 33 0 19 1 17 

October 1 20 0 42 0 30 
. 
0 20 0 40 No rain Noraln 0 63 1 81 ... ... ... ... ~ . ... . .. ... ... . .. 

November - ... . .. ... ... No rain ... ... .. . No rain .. No rain 0 00 No rain No rain ... ... 0 28 1 35 .. . 
December ... ... . .. ... Nornin ... 

--
1 82l 0 6 0 17i 0 40 No rain 0 15 0 11 .. . 0 93 .Q 4 1 40 . .. 

---- - - - - - - -~ -- - - - - -.. Total ... .. . 27 34 18 64 16 47 26 16 27 27! 9 28i 23 92t 16 97! 21 70 32 0 21 27 17 15 36 37! 23 73 11. .76 31 05 
-- .. 



APPENDIX D. 

Territotiat dlstriblttion of. Merw.ara. 

= -. UN ASSESSED, .· ASSESSABLE LAND, · 

UNCULTIVA.Tl!D, . . 
CI!LTIV.!T'ED • ..t ... 

'f.lHSIL, Territory. Past and Number 'I'otnl . Ill 
-4 

present, of nrc a. <:3' ., 
villages. i 

... . <!) . .Cot 

~i "' .. 
... .,_ = "' ~ f 

~ 
l:l ~ ~iJ ~ ~ 

...: -a "' ., 
~ ~ ~ i3 0 • ..t ~ ..... :a ~ () .. 

"' 0 0 ~ 0 !XI ~ !.1 
""' 

!.1 !.1· !XI (-< (-< . -- --- - - - ---- - - -• .. 
Ddwr.r ... ... KMlsa ... Present ... 167 145,255 91,905 8·Io . 92,215 15,031 2~712 17,743 ,,951 7,186 2,267 16,Bi3 85,207 63,0.10 

Todgarh ... ... KMlsa .. . Present ... 23 65,1'1'6 59,590 58 59,M8 1,20i 8S6 1,500 009 009 829 l,Cl71 8,938 5,5!a 

--- - - - - - - -
'l'otal ... KMl~a . .. Present ... 210 210,431 15I,4!Jd" i<' 808 151,SG3 16,235 3,008 19,333 5,920 8,155 6,610 1B,5H 89,235 5S,5il8 

r,,.;!wnr Mm·war { · l'ast 15 23,lfl3 19,856 1 19,657 603 7:12 1,335 604 M 292 1,031 1,001 8,3211 ... ... l're~cut ::: 20 24,812 20,tJ::i3 . .. 20,083 l,l2Jo 8{1.) 1,4ii9 607 60 SUd 1.0!!5 2,1i.W 4,129 

Tc1(lg-arh Marwar { Past 4 16,3~6 15,4u2 4 111,400 li5 f!7 152 81!1 125 75 22!1 i78 P:!O ... ... l'n:~ent ::: 4 20,142 l!:I11H7 li 18,(152 4tl5 227 712 S·U Sl 22 sal 178 1,-JIJI.} 

Total Marwar { Pa•t 19 89,1\19 S.'i,25S li 85.2t.3 658 829 1,4;:;7 1)53 lilll 51'7 1,2r.o 2,7b'9 4,2511 ... l'rt·~cut ::: 21 H,U5' 3\J,:JJO li 39,33.) l,tlll9 fl:):l 2,~201 Oi.lS li.ll l!W l,().J{) 3,-llS 6,(119 

lldwar Me war r Past 20 3U,72l 31,001 11-1 3~.11.5 1,&0~ 616 2,1fi<J Ill» f)(lq 090 O!ll 3,11;'1 6,1\71} ... ... ( l'I'CHt'llt .,, :H su,o~s 8~!,6.1.6 81 33,i:!7 l,l:ll>l 2US 2,009 01!:1 4<)~ 1,115 1,312 :1,~29 li,><:JS 

'l'od!;arll Me war ( I T'aRt 61 113,00:3 02,11:1. S-19 02,-.t<~a I 3,..,13 2,'133 O,H6 fl,729 1,~00 1,0!'11 1!,'~71 H,tF<3 2(1,1159 . ... ... ( I Pn•scnt ::: t!l 137,Ui3 ll:!,U75 -!16 Wl,3Ul 7,-k;:J 1,111 f.l,iJ7-J. 7,1.}9 1,3.:itl 571 6,\l:.!tl ltJ,uU :ll,i}~ 

Totul licwa.r { Past 77 l.'i2,Rl3 i 121),2().~ 403 121'1,6011 5,4-!l(l 2,'lH) 8,25S 7,1H7 l,tl(;' 2,0il 6,2n~ 17,9,)1) 211,20~ ... !'1·cscnt ::: ()5 17i,li04 lW,G:ll 407 U7,11S li,J:!~ 1,31\J . ltJ,tJ{;j !i,lli'7 l,!l!O l,t.it'tJ b~;·u Hl,t>lJ 3L•, .,6 

I - --- .. = ---- .. -
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· APPENDIX:. E. 
' ••· ~<. 

Sm THOMAS RoB, Ambassador, of James I, arr1V'ed at Ajmer .on 23rd,t 
DecemJ,cr 1615, and, on the lOth January 1616, presented himself atJehangir's 
court and delivered· his credentials. The following passages.>are extracted' 
from Sir Thomas Roe's Journal, as .they possess a local. interest:~ · . 'l 

Jehang-ir at the time lived in the fort now called the Magazine, amlthe~. 
atten(~ants on ~1is cour~ seemed to have lived in extemporised houses outsi.d6:; 
the (•Ity~\vall 1.1\ the sp_ace between the Daulat .Bagh an~ the 1\Iadar Hilt~ ' 
Wheu Jehangu· left AJmer for Mandar, ·he gave orders to s~t ·:fire to. all' 
the Lashkar at Ajmcr, to compel the people to follow; and the or~er w~ duJ;t; 

··executed. j · ' i: · · · · ·.•. • · 
" The king comes e~ery morning to a window;, looking into a pla,.iri' b~ore:· 

hjs gate, and shows himself to the common people.· One day I went to atten~' 
him·. I found him at the window; and went up on the' scaffold under. hinl. On: 
two tressels stood two eunuchs with long poles headed with featherS,, fa:Rning.·; 
him. He gave many favors and received many p~cnts; what hei' ~stbw~d;; 
was let dlJwn by a silk rolled on a t~ng instrument; what was. gi~ei1 him;~ 

• venerable, fat,; deformi\d. old matron, hung with g:ym?alf'3li~e an· imag~,; 
plucked up at a hole. With such; another clue at one s1de m a wmdt;tV¥ werqh1e. 
two principal wives, wh£?se curiosity: made them break li#.Ie hol~s in;a g11tte o~~ 
f('(~'l that hung before It to gaze on me. On Tuesday at th1s wmdd'f· thip 
kiug sib;; in judgment, never refusing. the poorest :p1an's complaint: he .hears'· 
with patience both parties, and sometimes sees with too inuch delight in"bloo~' 
the exeeution done by his elephants. Illi meruere, sed guid .tu ut adeaa'es' • ..1' · :;£ : 

'Ibis gate is probably the principal entrance to the ll1.agazine on tll.e':1*ity~ 
Bide, where there is a window on each side, such as .Sir Thoma~ Roe;.describes.;, 

'rhe next description is of a place generally called. the Nur chaihrnd ~ti.thEJ ... 
l1aek of the Taragarll hill. The fotintains and tan'ks are· in, a ruinous state; 
awl the plaee can on1y be reached with diffi.culty as o£ yore •. ' l ' '):. ,; • .• 

u 'l'ho lst of 1\fareh I rode to see a house of pleasure of the Pn.g:'s-, given .him r 
hy Asa£ Khan, two miles from Ajmer, but .between two m.i~hty.xock$, MdefendeJ. 
from the sun that It scarce any way sees It; the foundatron ~mt out of them and'. 
s:otae 1·ooms, the rest of free stone: a ha.ndsome little garden 'with <fine f~un~:: 
tains, two great tanks, one thirty steps above th~ other • .': The way to it is llh'1C4 
ccFsible but for one or two in. front, and that very steep' and stony t'~ })lace of: 
much melancholy delight and security, only being accompani~ withwild pell
cocks! turtles, fowl, and monkeys that inha~i~ the rock~ hanging eve.fy ;way, 
over 1t "~ · ·•. . . .; . ·· ... 

. Sir. Thomas Roe also visited the Daulat B~gh, whither he had been ~~viW~ 
·to supper by Jamal-ud-din Hasan, a man whom~edeseribes asp<)Ssesst*l.of .. 
more courtesy and under&ianding than, all hiS countrymen. ; i ~· ... · .,J. ;; i :,, '>' 

·!&!: "Jamal-ud-din ·had borrowed of the king his house and garden o£ pl~a~ 
sure, Jlauz Jamal, a mile out of the town,' to feast. me hi; and, overnight 
earnestly inviting me, I promised to come.. At midnight he went himself and 
carried his tents and all furniture,.lj.lld :fitted up a place by the tank-sid~ very 
handstfmely. In the morning I went: ·at my coming he came, to. ,meet :me; 
anJ, with extraordinary civility, ca~ed me into his ;room prepated, where he. 
had-some company and one hu.ndred servants attending. Ih entertained me with.;. 
showing .. me the king's little closets and. retiring-rooms, .which were painte<{:; 
with antit1ucs, and, in some panes, copies of the French kings and 'other Chris~ 
tian princes. In this time came in dinner ; so, sitting on .carpeting, a cloth was 
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laid, ancl divers banquctting set before us, and the like n little apart for 
the gentlemen that accompanied him, to whom he went to eat, they holding 
it a. kind of uncleanness to mingle with us; whereat I tolJ him be rromise1l 
weshouldcatbreadandsalttogcther ;tl1atwithouthiscomp:myi had tJUt little 
appetite; so he rose a.nd sat by me, and we fell roundly to our victnals. 'l'Lo 
substance was. made-dishes of divers sorts,-raisins, almonds, pi.staches, awl 
fruit. Dinner ended,. he played at chess, and I walked. ·Returning-, after 
some discourse I offered to take my leave; he answered he haJ. cntrc:.ite<l mo 
to come to eat;. that what was passed was but a collation; that I must not 
depart till I had supped, which I readily granted. After a time our snprer 
came, two cloths being spread as in the. morning, and before me and my 
chaplain and one merchant were set divers dishes of sallets and meat- roast, 
:fried and boiled, and divers rices. He desired to be excused ; that it was their 
manner to eat among themselves; his countrymen would take it ill if he ate not 
with them; so he and his guests, I and my company, solaced ourselves with a 
good refreshing. The meat was not amiss, but the attendance and order much 
better, his servants being very. diligent and respectful._ He gave me for a 

·present, as is the manner when one is invited., five cases of sugarcandydres~H·u 
with musk, and one loaf of most fine sugar white , as snow, about fifty 
pound weight, desiring me to accept one hundred such :~gainst my going, · 
'which,' sai.d he, 'you refuse of me thinking lam poor, but it costs me nothing; 
it is made· in my government and comes gratis to me.' Thus profe8sing 
himself my father, and I his son, with compliments I took my ka.ve." 

The last extract is an account of a. violent storm of rain which feU ·on tho 
20th August 1616 :- · · 
· " The twentieth day and the night past .fell a .storm of rain called the ele

phant, usual at going o~t of the rains, but for the greatness very extraordinary, 
·whereby there ran such streams into the tank, whose head is made o£ stone, in 
show exceediug strong, but the water was so grown that it brake over in one 
place, and there<!ame an alarm and suddenfea.r that it would giveway and drown 
all that part of the town where I dwelt, insomuch. that Prince Khurram and 
all his women forsook their house; my next neighbour carried away his goods 
and his wife on his elephants and camels toflyto the hillside. All men had their 
Lorses ready at their doors to save their lives, so that we were much frightt>d 
and sat up till midnight, for that we had no help but to flee ourselves ancl 
lose all our goods ; for it was reported that it would run higher than the top 
of my house by 3 :feet and carry all away, being poor muddy Luild.ings; fourteen 
years past a terrible experience having showed the violence; the foot o£ the tank 
heing lev€1 with our dwelling, and the water extremely great and deep, so that 
the top was much higher than any house which stood at the bottom in the 
<!ourse of the water, every•ordinary rain making such a current at my door 
that it rnn not swifter in the arches of London Bridge, an(l is for some hours 
irnpa~sable by horse or man. But God otherwise di5poscd. it in His mercy ; 
the king caused a sluice to be cut in the night to ease the water another way, 
yet the -very rain had washed down a great part of the walls o£ my house, and 
so weakened it il). divers places that I feared the fall more than the flood, and 
was so moiled with dirt and water that I coul<lscarce lie dry or safe; fur that 
I must be enforced to be at new charge itt reparation. Thus were we every 
way a:ffiictecl: fires, smokes1 floods, storms, heatJ dust, ilies1 amlno temperate 
or quiet season." 
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GAZETTEER OF J1\IPUR.* 

GEOGltAPIIY. 

lJmtn[larics and .cb·ea.-The State of Jaipur, including Sl1cka~ ·. 
wnti, is bounded on the north by Bikanir, Lohari, Jhagar, and 
l,ati:lb; on the south by Gwalior, Bundi, Tonk, Mewar, 
nwl ... \jmer; on the east ·by Alwar, Bhartpur, and. Kar~uli; 
n :Hl on the west by Kishangarh, l\Iarwar, and Bikanir. It lies 
lJdwccn north latitude 25° 43' and 28° 30', and east longitude 
7.to !JO' and 77° 18'; and contains an area of 14,465 square miles. 

Gc1zcral Topography.-The general character of the country 
is tolcr-1-hly level and open, though it is contin.ually crossed 
anrl diversified by hills in groups and ranges, and. by isolated 
eminences. The centre of the State is an elevated tableland of 
tri:1ng-ular form from 1,400 to_ 1,600 feet above sea-le-vel, 
l)oluuled on the south by a base line running west from the city of 
,J ai pur: thQ eastern boundary co~sists of ranges of hills running 
north and south along the Alwar border; towards the north 
and west this triangular p1'Lteau is bounded by a broken chain 
of hills, a portion of the Arvali range, which for.ms the apex: 
nf the triangle by intersecting the eastern range near Khetri in 
Shek:'iwati. The hills here rise to a considerable height with a, . 
LolJ. outline; this range of hills on the north.-west forms a natural 
lHmndary hcbvccn the sandy and desert tracts. of Shekawati (or 
the country of the Shekawat clan in the extreme north of tho 
Jnipur State), and Bikanir on the one side, and the more fertile 
soils of J aipur on the other. 'l,o the east of J aipur, beyond tho 
ran~c of hills clo3e to the city, there is a rapid fall of some three 
or fotu· hundred feet in the first two or three miles, after which. 
then~ is a gr'ldun1 fall along the valley of the Binganga river to 
tl1c I3hartpur border, and thG country becomes gradually more 
open, -n·ith a less interrupted plain as it spreads out to"Wards the 
alluvial fbts of the Jumna. 'l'he eastern portion of Jaipur has 
many ranges of lmv hills in it, and near the Ka~·auli border is 

* l'rincipally writtcu l>y Major C. A. Baylay, Political .Agent. 
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much cutup with rnyines. From.the ll::tse of the central pbtran 
above described, the country f,lor,cs gradually t.o the south-cast 
towards the Banas river, only a few· isolated hills appearing above 
the plain; but in the extreme south the hill-ranges re-appear aml 
in the neighbourhood of Itajmahal, where the Banas river lm!i 
. forced itself through the range, the scenery is markedly beautiful. 

· West ward from J aipur the . cotmtry rises gradually towards the 
Kishangarh border, and consists, in a great measure, of broau, 
open, treeless plains,· dotted with occasional hills . 

. Sub-surface 1JTater.--The depth and character of the sub-sur
'fac~ w:ater in Jaipurvariescon~id~ra?ly. Southward of the r~ngo 
winch marks off the. Shekawat1 distncts from the rest of Jmpur, 
·water is everywhere fairly near the surface, varying from a few 
feet in low-lying ground to 30 or 40 feet; but in Shek:hrati, 
north of tho range, water is always ·at a great depth, averagin~ 
from 80 to 100 feet. It is brackish in many parts where the'"' soil 
is much impregnated with salt; but ·generally the water may be 
found sweet to the east and south. To the north, in Shekawati 
and in the neighbourhood of Jaipur, it varies considerably, being 
sometimes bra~kish and sometimes sweet ; while west~vard · ~f 
.1 aipur it is more constantly brackish . 
. ·· Solls.-:-The soil of Jaipur, in the immediate neigl1bourlwod 
.of tho city to the west and north, is ge.nerally sandy ; in some 
'places are tracts of mere barren sand; underneath this sandy 
surface, clay and stiff soil, mixed with kankar, is often met with. 
Eastward, along the Bangan,ga valley, the soil is generally a rich 
firm loam; and in the extreme east, towards Hindaun, it is still 
sandy, though not unproductive. . Southward from J ai11ur the 
, soil is mostly-rich and fertile; and the tract to the extreme south, 
enclosed Dy the bend of the Banas river, consists of a 1·ieh allu
vial loam, and is the most fertile portion of the State; whereas 
She~awati, to the north of the intersecting range, consists almost 
entirely of shifting sands. 

GeolO[Jl!.-There l1as not as yet been any regular geological 
. survey of the hill-ranges in J aipur, so that but little information 
can lle given oh this head. 
· The principal hill-ranges in Jaipur have been note(l under 
the head of "General Topography." They consist chiefly of granite 
and samlstone, ·mixed sometimes with white and black marble, 
and occasionally with mica. They arc said to be primitive rocks 
belonging •to the transitionary series, as they do not contain any 
fossil remains. _ The hills_ to the south and east are formed prinei .. 
pally of ·sandstone, while those to the north contain more 
granite. The hills for the most part rise very abruptly from the 
plains, and many of them arc peaked; others being fiat at the top 
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with the edges .steeply scarped for somo way down .the hillsjcle; . 
thus forming natural fortifications. · '; · . ' - - ·-· .. · ··lA·· ·· .. · 

'.ro the north, where the Khetri hills meet tlie Alwn.r' rnJlge, 
there has been a great geologicitl distitrbanCC:} ~· the granite ~of 'th~ 
An·ali~ btu·stiug through and upheaving the- sandstone of-•tha. 
Alwar hills, thus exposing alum shales and rich veins of- coppet '·· 
orcs, coba.lts, and nickels. Copper mines are worked to some extent.· 
in tho neighbourhood of Khetri; but, owing to the. want ·of pro~ ·; 
appliances for keeping down the water, the richest· ·veins, whicli ... 
rtre lowest, cannot be reached, and the· outturn is very small;· for .. :' 
lack of scientific management. The water iu.many of the mi.n'~~'', 
is rich in sulphate of copper and alum, and_•cobalt:is.fcmnd .in. 
thin layers between the'"veins of copper ore. · r.J;his l~ttor , inino:fhl 
is much used at Jaipur for enamelling, an~ is als()_ expo:rted ~P 
Delhi and Haidarabad in the Dakhan for that purpose-~: : In additiriiJ. .· 
to the mineral substances above noted, salf is extensively; lli,ann· 
factured and exported from the Sambhar Lake, an account pf 
which will be found under its proper head. .. t· " · · , .· .- : h' 

Good building-stone is plentiful in many partl\l . 9f .J aipw.~:, 
Beneath tho Amargarh fort; on the hftly rang.Q east- of. the c~ty~
n greyish metamorphic .quartzose sandstone is quarried,')which·::t~· 
much used for building and paving in J aipur! ·. · ... : · -.. :;: · . · · .. :. · 

l?rom Danao, 24 miles from J aipur, a coarse grey sandstone 
is procured, which is used fo.r door-frames, pillars, &c~.t;<' ··. 1 J ;t}' ~-) 

At Bankri, 36 miles east from J aipur and ne~ ~he,. Deqsa 
railway-station, huge slabs of a foliat~d mica sc~t .are qu,arriad1 ·, 

which are very valuable for roofing, s·ome of them })emg 30. fee~ . 
long. From· near Karauli, 82 miles from J aipur,;p.nd from B~si, :.02:. 
miles distant, red and cream .,colored sandstone qf v£jry fine·:.; qt;La;.~ 
lity is procured, and is much. used in ornamental work:~ :The best .. 
rnarble comes from Makrana in Marwar, 20 -miles west from. tho · 
Sambhar Lake, whence it is brought to J aipur -.to. be $cu.llptured., · 
l~ui a coarser marble of a greyish-white. color· is procured .from, 
Jtaiwala in J aipur near the .AI war border; it, however•i does: not·,~ 
keep its color well, but turns yellow with age. N orthwarc.l,· £1;9m 

· , llaislana, in Kot Putli, a black marble is obtained, wJrich is. :much 
used hy statuaries and for inlaying-work. 'There is abtirldance·6f · 
good limestone, a very good quality being procmed from ncar the : 
Kana uta. railway-station; and,kankar is found almQst. eyery~he:rej .{ 
generally in flat beds instead of in nodules.:' ' . ' '.·.· :, ,,,:: ~:t'~-'~:;:.;i~ 

Precious Stone8 . ..;_As regards precious sto:nes1 'carbuncles. are 
})fOCUred in large quantities to the south' near Rajmahai; 'and 
turquoises are said to haye been forme:dy folin.d 'in numbers: iQ. 
that nein·hbourhood at Toda. · ~. ,;· · ' , · · ··- .:.~ >~. 0 ' .• -~-,. \ _'<.)!· 

ll~vcre.-. rrho gone~ drainage of the country, ftom the ~ble~ .. 
, ..,- ""' ' ' • ·of.;J,t ' ' ~ . ' '., 



( •128 ) 

.land which forms tho centro of the Jnipur tcrritocr, is to the cast 
and the~ south-cnst ; 'though a few streams follow the slope to 
tho north-west, and carry the rainfall from the northern hills 
into the sandy plains northwnrd, where the water is soon lost. 
The Banas, which crosses a comer of J aipur on tho- south, 
receives most of the J aipur watershed by several tributaries, of 
which but one or twq are perennial. The nanganga reaches tho 
J u1nna direct, flowing ca~tward; but in the hot season its surfaC'C· 

· bed is often dry· here and there. Tho Aman-i-Shah, which sup
. plies Jaipur city with water, has a slight flow throughout tho 
year._ Almost all the .other rivers mentioned below arc flooded 
iri. the rains, and dry in the hot months. 

The Banas is the largest river in the Sta.te. It ri.gcs in tho-
The Banas. hills near Saimar in the Arvali range, to 

the west of Udaiplir, and, flowing east
ward after a course of more than 100 miles, ente1·s the J aipur 
State near Deoli, about I() miles west of B.lsalpur, as if; by a freak 

. of nature, instead of flanking the Toda range of hills, it forced n; 

narrow way for itseff through the hills perpendicular to tho
direction of the range, entering it at ·Bisalpur and leaving it at 
ltajma.hal. At both places the torrent in flood has scoured deep 
holes ; and in these and the other pools in the bed of the strea.mr 
trout, mahsir, and other kind of fish are always to bo found .. 
The scenery here is exceedingly wild and beautiful. The river is: 
impassable in flood; but there· is a ferry at Ra.jmahal, and also
at Tonk; these are required for about five mo~ths in the year. 
In the hot months the bed is dry, exceptingwherethercarc pools. 
The bed is heavy sand, in places very treacherous after the rains~ 
·and should not be crossed by a stranger without a guide. The· 
··banks are well-defined, and, on an average, 30 feet deep. The 
width at Bisalpur is about 500 feet, but at Tonk 2,000 feet. It 
is joined by the l\Iashi, Dhil, and Morel rivers, and, following an 

. easterly course after passing through the wild hills of Rantham
bor and Kandahar-two of the ancient forts of the J aipur Statc-:
it falls into the Chambal, about 85 miles below Tonk. 

This river rises in hills ncar Manoharpur, about 25 miles due 

The Banga.nga. 
north of Jaipur, and flows in a south-cast 
direction for about 25 miles, until it 

reaches a range of hills. near P~garh. It has apparently forced 
its way through these hills in a deep gorge about one mile in 
length, 350 to 500 feet wide, and 400 feet deep. After emerg
ing from tho range of hills, it continues its course due east 
for nbout 65 miles, when it enters the Bhartpur State ncar l\Iowa, 
at a point about 25 miles cast of the range of hills abo1·c 
mentioned. It is crossed by tho Rajp(ltfm.a State Rail way 
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Lr1dsc; and, n bout 10 miles beyond, is joined by the Shilas, 
n, rapid strcan1 in flood, from the north. 'l'he stream in the_gorgo 
nr:ar Ham3'arh is perennial~at the hottest season it flows here 
n.bout 8 cubic feet per second; but below this it is dry, except in 
the rains. The banks arc generally about 20 feet in height, clearly 
<lcilncd. In floods, which last for a few hours, it is · impassa .. 
lJlc, and in the gorge near Ramgarh it rises sometimes to· a 
l1right or 23 feet. Some interest attaches to this river, as regards 
the J aipur State, from the fact that Ramgarh was once a capital 
of 1lw State and known as l\Iashi; and a temple, in the gorge above 
all :.uled to, is still called J umna-ki-dair. Hitherto, every Raja, 
on acx~cssion to the gadi of J aipur, has come to this place to be 
tShavccl; this being considered part of the ceremony necessary. 

'.fhe Gambhfr rises in the hills south of Hindaun, in the eastern 

'Ibo Gaml>hir. 
border of Jaipur~ flows in it north and 
north-east direction, and, after a course . 

of ahout 25 miles in the Jaipur State, enters the Bhartpur State; 
eventually it joins the Banganga, near Rupas, and flows on with 
it to the J umna. Its banks are clearly defined in clay and kankar 
r:;oil, generally from 30 to 50 feet deep, and much cut up with 
uah·s. It is impassable_ in floods. .The whole of the drainage 
area of the hills to the west of Hindaun, from Toda Bhim as far 
n.s Khern, falls into this river. . 

This river rises in the hills near Samod and Amloda, 20 miles. 
The Bindi. due north of J aipU:r. . It flows in~ south .. 

south-west direction, until it meets with · 
r~nges of rocky hills near Kalwar and Kalegh, which cause it· to 
take a westerly direction. Passing through these obstructions, 
it joins the :.\Ic1shi, after a course of about 100 miles. . It is 
crossed hy the Itajpubina State Railway below Kalegh, near the 
Asalpur station, and crosses the Ajmer and Agra road, at 25 miles 
frmn J aipur. Its breadth here is 800 feet. It is impassable in · 
floods, which last a few hours. The bed here is sandy; the banks· 
about 10 to 15 feet in height, and' well-defined. · .. · 

This rises in the hills immediately to the north of Jaipur city, 
ne Am .. iJl-i-SHh. and flows southwards 11ast the old town of 

Sanganer, and, after a course of about 
22 miles, it falls into the Dhlind river. It is a perennial stream, 
excepting at the foot of the hills from which it rises. The Rajpu
t:ina State Railway crosses over the Amin-i.Shah, one mile west 
of the J aipur station, on an iron girder bridge. The town· of 
Jaipur is supplied with drinking-water from. this river. The 
'\~atcr is pumped up by steam-pumps about 10,1 feet into servico 
:re:,crvoirs, 1vhi.c:h cornmand the city, through which water is deli
vered in iron pjpes under 50 feet pressure. 

R 
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. ·The Moreli(a tributary of the Banas. It rises in the hills 
Th M 

1 
· . · nenr Dhuli, about 8 miles north of Banskho 

• e · ore· . and 20 _cast of J aipu:r. It flows in a 
· dirf:ction due south ; passes under the .Agra and :Ajmer road by a 
. _bridge of three spans of 20 feet; also under the Rajptltana State 

Railway, near the J atw:ira station ; and continues its course 
so.uth. At :1 point about 35 miles from its source, it is joined 
by the Dhlln.d, which comes from a distance of 50 miles ; the two, 
thus united, flow on under the name of the ~Iorel, in a south-cast 
direction, for about 40 miles. Here, it is added to Ly the water 
of the Khari river; and, after following a winding course, with 

. deep, well-defined banks, through stiff soil intersected with nalas, 
· it falls into the Banas. ·· 

A tributary of the Banas : this river .rises in the Kishangnrh 
Th Ma }u · · State; enters the Jaipur border lQ miles 

e 
8 

• west of Pachewar, and flows in an easterly 
direction f9r 50 miles, where it unites with the ·nandi. 

The Dhu.nd rises on the hills near Achrol, about 15 miles duo 
The DMnd. north of Jaipur, and falls into the ).Io~·el. 

~ It flows due south, passes about two miles 
east of .Amber, the old capital of the J aipu:r State, and crosses 
the Ag:ra and Ajme:r road at the eighth mile-stone, at the villago 
of Kana uta. It is impassable here in floods for a few hours. · 

This rises in the Toda Bhlm and Lalsot range of hill-;, about 
Th Khan 10 miles north of 13amniawas. It flows 

e • south through rich soil, with well-defined 
bapks, abo:ut 20 feet deep ; passes about 5-l miles east of Bamnia
was ; and, after a couxse of about 35 miles, falls into the ].lorcl 
river. . 

The l\Iendha rises in the hills near Jetga:rh, north of Jaipur. 
The Mendha. It flows in a westerly direction, and falls 

into the Sambhar Lake. 
This river rises in hills- near J etgarh ancl :1\fanoharpur, about 

Th s·b· 24 miles due north of Jaipu:r. It runs in 
e a lo a north-east direction towards Gurgaon ; 

is subject:to heavy floods; the banks much cut up in parts 'vith 
ravines ; and, after skirting Alwar, passes out of J aipur into the 
N abba State. · · 

The Sota rises in hills near Jharli and J etgarh, about ~10 miles 
Tb rs t due north of J aipur. It flO'\YS in a north-

e. 
0 

a. east direction, and, after a course of about 
40 miles, falls into the Sabi. · · 

This river rises_ in the hills near Khandela, about 45 miles 
The E:autll. north-:north-1'-est of J aipur; flows north

north-west; passes about 10 miles east of 
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·Jhunjhnu; and, after a course of about ~0, miles;· 'lhrough~'the . 
length of Shekawati, it loses itself in the sand at Sankhun, just 
as it enters the Bikanir territory~ . . . .. 

Lakes.-The only lake of any importance in the J aip~ 
State is the Sambhar Lake, situated in latitude 2()0::. 58'··and long.
it ude 7 5 a 5', on the joint border of the J aipur and Jodhpur States~ 
and to the east of the Arvali range of hills which"tun,in a north~t 
westerly direction through Rajputana. The cha.racterof the, 
fjurrounding country is ari~and sterile.- .~full+ tllelake form(· 
n sheet of water measunng about 20 miles 1n 'lengtht 11' h> 7! 

• miles in breadth, and from 1 to 4 feet in depth. With. the · 
exception of a period of ten ·years (from 1835 to. 1844) .·when: 
it was worked by the. Government of India tQ repay ;it .for 
expenses, &c., incurred ~ repelling the predatory. incjlrsions 
of the Rajputs in British Iri.dia, the lake was owned and :'\vork~d· 
jointly by the Jaipur and Jodhpur Darbars uninterruptedly 
from the reign 9f Ahmed Shah, one of ~he successors. of: 
Akbar. to the year 1870, when the Britis}J. Government ~becanie ' 
lessees under separate treati~S: .concluded, with the. J.aipur ana. 
J'odbpur chiefs. The procesirby which this salt · accumulates in' 
the lake is. not well understood.* Some ascribe it to the~ pres~ncy, 
of brine springs or rock salt; but the most feasible theory attributeS. 
it to· the mineral propertieS' of the surrounding hills (in which· 
limestone and salt nre known to abound) being. washed into the· 
lake from the watershed which flows into it. · The supply of salt 
varies according to the rainfall and oth.er local . contingen:cies ; · 
but the average yearly outturn is 9,00,000 maunds, t arid the 
cost of storage and extraction about ·6 pies per maund.• .The· 
selling price of the salt at the lake fl.uc~~tes. with the demand,· 
the quality, and the quantity produced •. · The·salt is of three 
diffcren~ colors-blue, white, and re4; hut, of these,. ;:1.. bluish-grey 
of several tints is the most prevalent and~ esteemed-; ·more particu·. 

·· Jarly in theN orth-Western Provinces, whither it is largely expm.:ted .. 
The white salt, again (distinguishable :·by its· opaqueness. fr<>m. 
the transparent salts of other parts); is most value~ in .. the S_tates 
of Rajputam1, particularly Jaipur, where it is almost exclusively 
used; while in and about: the Muhammadan f:;tate 9f To~; :the red, 
the shades of which vary from tints of a delicate roseate to a deep 

' < i ' ' 

• Tradition accounts for the formation of. t~ lake ~ the: fol!owing. man~': Ab~ut. the. year 
A.D. 551, the goudess Samb1-a, the. tut~lary div1mty of the Chohan RaJpUis, m return for some 
·religiuuH service on their part, converted a. dense forest inm a plai11 of go1d ll.D.(l silver, .That the 
people of Sambhar, dreading the cuvi(lity and strife which this possession would excite, begged Qf 
the godJesJ; to retract her glit, when the plain of g-old anil;eilv~.was tra.nsformoo into .the present~ 
salt lake. - '· ·c! • , .· · • · . . .:· 

t ~t is said to have been a.s much 11.11 10,00,000 ~annds in A.D. 1SS91 which is the. large;~ 
quantlty on record. · _ · ., .. · , · ':'\~ ..• 
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claret, is tl1e favorite color. The cause of this peculiarity of 
variegation of shades is much disputed. Somo attribute it to the 
presence of microscopic algro, some to animnlculro, and others to 
niineral agents ; while one or more of the tints-the bluish-grey 
particularly-is known to be due to the penetration of the fine silt 
o.f the lake into the interspaccs of the crystals, the formation of 
which is that _of a truncated pyramid, the sides of the cubes measur
ing sometimes as much as li inches. The lake supplies nearly 
·the whole of the chief salt marts of the Fanjab, North-,Vestem 
Provinces, and Central India, which are reached by six main 
arteries or routes, namely : towards the north to Rewari ; north
east, to Alwar nnd Ferozpur; east, to .Agrn.; south-east, to Karauli. 
and Jhansi; ·and towards the south and east to Tonk. The 
principal caste employed on the salt-works is the "Barar," at one 
time a much more numerous class than now, and, until about the 
thirteenth century, when the greater portion of them -were ~lulmm
madanized by Ala-ud-din Ghazi, consisting ~xclusively of Hin
dus. ··The depopulation of the 13arars through famine and disease 
has, of late years, brought other castes to the works; but, singular 
to say, although the pay is more than is ordinarily obtainable 
elsewhere, there is scarcely a single foreigner among them. This 
monopoly is understood to be due to the superstitious local belief! 
propagat~ presumably to exclude foreign labour, that were out
siders to attempt the work, the .festering sores which the flesh 
wounds, received from contact with the sharp angles of the 
crystals when "'\Y"ading in the pans, invariably superinduce after 
their exposure to the brine and footid mud of the lake, would most 
assuredly cause their death. 

Climate and Rairifall.-Tha climate of Jaipur is dry and 
healthy, and, the country being elevated and sandy, malarious 
fevers are but little prevalent. In the cold season the climate is 
very agreeable, but in S_hekawati it is often unpleasantly cold, 
and hoarfrost frequently remains ip. the shade till long after 
sunrise. During the hot season, the hot winds from the west blow 
with great force in Shekawati and the northern portions of J aipur; 
but the ·sand soon parts with its heat, so that the nights are 
generally pleasant and the mornings very cool. Towards tho 
south and east the hot winds are not so- strong, but, owing to 
the_ soil not being sandy, the nights and mornings are not 
so cool. . 

There is generally a fair amount of rain throughout the terri
tory, except in Shekawati, where the fall is more precarious; but 
J aipur proper is seldom afflicted 1\ith the periodical famines 
which visit the neighbouring territories; for, being on the verge of 
the south-west and south-east monsoons, it receives rain from 
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lloth. During tl10 groat famine of 1868, J aipur suffered less 
tlnu1 some other portions of Rajputana. As a rule, the rainfall is 
grc::ttc~.t in the southern and eastern portions of the State. 
~!'he r:1infall at J aipur for the eight years from 18G8 to 1875 is · 
gi \·en below, tlw maximun1 being 42·5 inches in 1870, the· mim.o 
n1mn 12·6 inchca in. 1868, and the average rather over 25!. 
inches: • 

Y rar. Inches. 
lSGS ... · ••. 12·67 
lSG:J 18·60 
1~70 .•• •.• 42·50 
1871 ••• ..• 28•38 
1872 30·19 
1873 ... 11·:w 
1874· ... ••• 20•24 ' 
1875 ... '36·82 

~f ost of tho :rain falls in the months of J illy . ancl AugU.st ; 
but alJout the end and commencement of 'the year there are 
wmally heavy ~howers. During the remainder of the year the 
air is exceedingly dry. The average temperature at Jaipur of 
{~aeh month for the five years · 1871 to 1875 is given 
below:-

:Months. 

January ••• 
}'ehruary ... 
:\I arch ••• 
April ... 
~fay ... 
June ... 
July ... 
Au<,.ust ,-, ... 
September ••• 
October ••• 
November ••• 
DeC;embcr ... 

. .. ... ... ••• 
• •• ••• 
••• ••• 
••• 
; .. • • 0 

' ... ... . .. . .. 
• •• 
• •• 
••f ... ... 

:Mc:tn of five years •.• 

Degre(ls, F. 

63·64 
67·89 
75·41 
89·15 
94•01 
96·13 
88·20 
87·05 
85·59 
84·85 
77·69 
65·59 

81·27 

The mnxin1um temperature of 1875 was 106°F. and the mini-
111Uln 3So, the amplitude of yearly fluctuations being therefore 
CS0

• ]fay and June are generally the hottest months, and Janu .. 
n.ry and lTebruary the coldest. 

Droughts.-As before observed, Jaipur has generally a fair 
Tainfall, and is not often subject to droughts (the most severe sea- . 
son of drou~ht on record is that which occurred in the great famino 
year of lSGS); neither is the countr-y subject to floods •. As in 
-Other 11arts of India~ the crops in J u.ipur are moxe or lcs.s subject 
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to blights, but not to any remarkable extent. The two principal 
kinds of blight are t' Ratra," which means nipping, and affects 
!he rain-crops; and" Role" (the name of a red powder), which 
IS apt to attack the wheat and barley crops, turning them of a 
reddish-brown color, if cloudy weather prevails at the timo when 
~hecrops are near maturity. , 

Forests.-Thero are no forests of any extent in Jaipur. Tho 
hills in the i~mediato- neighbourhood of the city~ and in tho 
southern llortions of the .State, ar~. more or less covered with 
tho dhao (A.nogeissus pendula) and other jungle-trees of littlo 
or no value except for. fuel. The babul (Acac(a arabica) 
and the nim (Melia indica) may· be considered as the pre
vailing trees of the country ; the former grows extensi vcly in 
many portions ~;the Sta~e,. and is most valuable to tho country 
people,· as it~ w.Qod can be used for a great variety of purposes. 
In ·the neighbourhood of the towns and villages tho usual 
Indian trees are to be found, such as-

The .Am or ~.fango (Mangifera ·indica). 
- , Imli or Tamarind (Tamarinau8 indica). 
- u, Dnr (Ficu& indica). 

, P1pal {Ficu& religwsa) • 
. , Sirrus (.Jlbizzia ocloratissima). 
,- Sissu (JJaloergia sissu). 
·, Jamun (Eugeniajamoolana), 

Also the nim, babul; ·and numerous other trees, all of which will 
grow well and flourish if protected from· cattle and watered for 
the first two or thi-~e years. ·. Shekawati, owing to its sandy soil 
and the great depth of sub-surface water,. is, on the whole, very 
deficient in trees; but there is a considerable amount of the khejra 
(.A.caaia leucophlma); the ~ood is of inferior quality, but the pods 
are very useful as food for cattle. The phog, a succulent plant 
without leaves, and growing to 3 or 4 ·feet in height, is also 
worthy of mention, peing very plentiful· and useful; the flowers 
are eaten by the people, the stalks form' good forage for camels, 
and the roots furnish.a constant supply of fuel. 
. Grasses.-There are a good many different kinds of gr~sses in 
Jaipur used as forage for cattle and for· .. thatching·; among the 
latter may be mentioned ~he pani, a tall coarse grass growing in 

-huge tufts very similar to the Pampas-grass, the tall flower-stalks 
of which form hard reeds when dry, and are tied together anll 
much used, in place of split bamboos, as the fotmdation for grass 
screens and thatches. In Shekawati the bhurat grass is very plen· 
tiful: its seeds form food for cattle, and are much eaten by tho 

. poorer classes; but its prickly-seed vessels annoy pedestrians. 
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ItrsTony. 
Jlistm·y .-The early chronicles of the J aipur ·chief ship are, 

::B 1blWl, the ~cnralogy of the predominant family of a clan, giving 
tl:e Frcscnt chief's lineage, and the deeds . of his ancestors. · Tho 
accepted legend. traces back this lineage to Kash, the second son 
or IU.ma, ·who ruled at Ajodhya, and who is said to have migrated 
t l:cncc to llhc;tas on the Sonc river, whence, after several genera· 
tions, a second immigration brought Raja Nal westward across 
the Jumna to Narwar. And at Narwar the family; or the sept, 
c:-.t.1hlisheu itself, until one D~ola Rao founded the parent city of 
tlw r-rcscnt Jaipur State at Amber in A.D. 967. At tlmt time 
the country round is said to have been parcelled out among many 
petty cl1iefs, llajput and ~Iina, all subject to the great Tuar dynasty 
of lt:ijputs which reigned at Delhi. After years of warfare and flue· 
tuation of power, Dhola Rao and his Kachhwahas are said to have 
no sorbed or driven out the petty chiefs, and to have at last founded 
a solid dominion, with a substantiaL territory. The: tribal sove .. 
rcignty thus set up was originally known by the name of Dhundar, 
from a celebrated sacred mount of that name somewhere on what 
is now the State's wester!_! frontier. Half a century later, another 
clticf, IIanuji, wrested ..Amber from ~he :Minas, and consoli,dated 
his po1rer, placing his head-quarters at .Amber, which gave its name 
to the chicf~hip thenceforward until1728 A.D., wl1en. the second, 
J ai Singh, deserted it for J aipur. The niJ?.th chief in succession 
frun1 llauuji "·as Udikara, the grandfather of Shekji, who con .. 
qnercd for hin1self on his own private venture the districts now 
lJCld by the Shckawat sept of the Kachhwahas,-ofwhom he is the 
cponyn1ous ancestor. Allowing for considerable uncertainty about 
d~:.tcs and names, this outline probably represents vqry fairly tho 
course of growth and settlement of a successful clan fighting its way 
tqrward to territorial dominion, and reta~ning always as its chief 
tho descendant of the most ancient family of the founder's kin.· 
The ..An1ber chiefship of the KachhTn1has is little mentioned in the . 
annals of 1.Iusf1lman empire until the }lughal came in; and it is 
probable that the clan had not much political importance beforo 
the sixteenth century; nor is it possible to suppose that, up to that 
date, they had not been more or less in submission to the ~Iusal. 
1n:ins, fron1 the time when a }Jowerful government had become 
i1rmh· csbblishcd at Delhi, Agra, and Ajmer. For the Kaehhwaha 
countrv lay at an easy distance from these three great garriso:Q. 
to·w·ns,~ and ";ras easily accessible from all three points; while the 
I'01d to Ajn1cr passed right through that country. In the sixteenth 
century the chief of Amber seems to have attached himself to the 
side of Baber and of llum:iyun; and Raja Bihari Ln1 was engaged 
iuthc affairs of Sher Shah.~ · Theimportance.ofthc ruling house-in 
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the annals of the empire dates from Dihari Lal, who ingratiatccl 
himself with some influential adherents of the emperor Akbar; anll 
in the first year of Akbar's reign was presented at court. Five years 
afterwards, when Akbar made a pilgrimage to Ajmer, this_ chief. 
mth his whole fami_!y, had an honourable reception from him at 
Sanganer, close to Amber; Bihnri Lal gave his daughter to tho 
emperor, and entered his .service with three sons, one of wh01n. 
Bhagwan Das, becam~ a man of some distinction as a governor and 
commander. The daughter .of Bhagwan Das was the mother of 
·Frince Khusru (Akbar's grandson), whose intrigues and ill. fate aro 
well known ; and Man Singh, the adopted son of Bhagwan Dis, 
was · one of the most renowned imperial generals of his time. 
He fought ·in Orissa and in .Assam; and at a critical period, under · 
great difficulties, he maintained his authority as governor of 
·Kabul. and held his own on that.remote and perilous frontier. 
He was rewarded with the governments of Bengal, Behar, and tho 
Dakhan. · . 
· , The next chief of note is J ai' Singh, the third in succession 

·from !Ian Singh, who was -commonly known by his imperial 
title of Mirza Raja. His _name appears in all the wars of 
Aurangzeb in the Dakhan, where it is still remembered as well by 
tradition as by some buildings which he erected. The best proof 
of his influence and ability is that Aurangzeb thought it neces· 
sary to instigate on~ of the .chief's sons, and an aspirant to his 
succession, to poison him; but even the support of. the empire 
could not obtain the chiefship for the mU:rdercr against the una. 
nimous dissent of the clan. 

After an interval of three chiefs we come to J ai Singh II, 
commonly known as Siwai J ai Singh, a title given by the 
.emperors, which his descendants adopt. to this day. The word 
means 1!, and is supposed to measure the superiority of t1;w 
bearer to all co temporaries, whom the unit signifies. J ai Singh 
was in every way a remarkable man; but mainly for his scientific 
aptitude and industry, his skill as an engineer and architect, his 
liberal support of science and art, and his own p~rsonal accom
plishment as a mathematician and an astronomer. He construct. 
ed, upon his own· invention, observatories at J aipur, Delhi, 
Benares, and Ujain, with which he was able to correct the astro
nomical tables of De La Hire, and to leave as a monument of 
his skill the tables of stars collated. by himself and called the 
"Tij liuhammad Shahi." He laid out and built the present 
city of Jaipur in A.D. 172~, to which he transferred his 
seat of government from Amber. As a politician, however, he 
is partly responsible for the treaty which was made by J aipur, 
Jodhpur~ and Udaipur to resist the ~Iusalman power, then 
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dec:1.Jinf; under the inc1pient break-up of the Mugh..'tl empire. 
rn1c intention of this treaty was good, but its base was. 
unsound. 'Ihe Knchhwah::t. clan had, with the Rahtor clan, 
lJcc:n excluded from intermarriage with the Scsodias of Udaipur 
by 1\:~1son of having given daughters to the 1\Iughal; and. 
hy this treaty the Sesodias agreed to re·admit the two clans upon 
condition that in both clans n son by a ,Sesodia, mother 
E>lwuld be entitled to succeed to the chiefship"in supersession of 
elder sons by wives from other clans. Of com·sa;.. this clause gave 
1-i.:;c to fierce disputes over the succession; f~ ,primogeniture 
<:onlJ not be so easily set aside, and it did· much to weaken 
the clans by feuds and factions. Nevertheless, Jai Singh, who 
·w~s tho imperial lieutenant at Agra, manag-ed considerably to 
aug'mcnt ]Jis domains as the empire fell into confusion . 

..:\.Her his death the political confusion spread' wider. The J~ts 
about Bhartpur were rising into power, and fought the Jaipur 
chief 'Tith success, eventually annexing to the Bhart_pur State 
lands otiginally belongin(J' to J aipur. A chief of one~ of · tho 
Kaehlnn1h::t scpts found;d the present Alwar State, partly· at the 
cxpensD of J aipur, which thus lost a large piece of territory about 
the n1iddle of the eighteenth century; and ·later in the century 
came in the ~Iarathas, attracted by the quarrels which had been 
engcmlcred by that unlucky treaty clause about the succession. By 
tiw eml of the century the State was in great confusion, distracted 
hy internal broils, and impoverished by J.Iaratha exactions. In 
1803 began the political relations of J aipur with the British Govern
nlCnt, the object being to form a league against the 1\Iarathas; 
hut the alliance 'vas dissolved by Lord Cornwallis. J.Ieantime 
the dispute between the chiefs of J aipur and Jodhpur for the 
dau~htcr of the Udaipur chief had brought both St~tes to the 
\ergo of ruin, and .A . .mir Khan with the Pindaris was exhausting. 
the country. In 1817 negotiations began again, when Amir 
Khan was living at free quarters in Jaipur terlitory; and in 1818 
~t treaty was at last made by which the protection of the British 
Goverm.ucnt was extended to J aipur, and an annual tril)ute fixed. 
rrwo ~ucccssive minorities, which followed the death of Jagat 
Singh in 1818, gave opportunities for strife over the succession, 
and for much nlisgovcrnment; in 1835, on the succession of the 
present l\Iah:1raja, then two years old, there was a serious dis
turhance in the city. The British Government took measures to 
insbt upon or1ler, to rcforn1 the achninistration, and ·-to support 
.its eiTcctive action; and the State has gradually become 
'vcll-t;ovcrncd ancl prosperous. In 1857 the chief of J aipur 
rcmlercd good service to the British, which was rewarded by a 
grant of the pargana of Kot Kasim. 

s 
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. _FORM OF GoVERNl!EN1'. 

The l\Iaharajn. of J aipur, in common with the rest of the cltiefs 
'Of R:ijputana, · exercises supreme civil and criminal authority 
within the limits of his territories, and has the power of life an1l 
death in respect of his own subjects. The administration of tho 
State is nominally carried on at the capital by a Council composed 
of eight members, with the ~Iaharaja ns president ; there is also a 
secretary, who acts as an ex-officio member. The business of the 
Council is divided into four departments, viz.-Judicial, Revenue, 
~Iilitary, and External ; en.ch department being in charge of two 
'Of the members of Council. 

·Principal Feudatories and Thakurs.-The principal feuJa-" 
tories of the Jaipur State (Khetri, Sikar, and Uniara), together 

· with ·the numerous chiefs and thakurs of Shekawati, the 
principal aJl!ong whom are Baswit~ Nawalgarh, niandiwar, Sti
rajgarh, &c., are all descended from 8hekji, the grandson 
·<>f Udikara, one of the former rulers of 'Jaipur, who founded 
the numerous Shekawati communities which now cover the 
extensive tract termed Shekawati,· Uniara being an exception 
(this ·chief belongs to the Naruka clan), in that the estates of 
the chiefship are in Jaipur proper, and to the extreme south of 
~s~. . 

In addition to the above-mentioned feudatories, there is 
also the chiefship o! Patan, in Torawati, the hen.d of which is 
descended from the ancient Tuar kings of Delhi. Subseqtwnt to 
the time of Shekji; the Shekawats increased greatly in number 
and power; and, in order to break their strength, the J aipur Gov
ernment, about a century ago, took- advantage of some dispute 
among them to encourage and establish the custom of an equal 
division of real estate amongst the male children on the death of 
a parent. Sikar and Khetri are the only estates which have 
escaped this ruinous su~division : the first by the destruction of 
the minor branches who sought to enforce partition; ancl the 
latter by the want of issue beyond _a single son in each generation, 
This system of sub-division has been very damaging to the 
prosperity of the Shekawatis, and is the cause of great poverty 
in some of the chiefships. · 

The principal nobles and thakurs of Jaipur belong to what arc 

1
. K tr' called ''the twelve Kotris,'' founded by 

aipur. 
0 18

• Pirthi Raj, a former ruler of J aipur, who 
gave estates to each of his twelve sons; and alsQto other Kotris 
founded by previous rulers.. 'fhree of the twelve Kotris arc 
extinct. A list of the Kotri.s is giyen on next page. 
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12 
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I 
I KoTTifs • . I 

JPnrunmulot ... 
1 BL!mpota •.. 
1'-'ath:iwat ... 
Puchaenot ... 
1Sult.anot ... 
1 K .ingarot . . . 
JU.ajawat . . . 
P('rtabji ... 
llulbudherot ... 
Slteoua"ji ... 
Kallianot ... 
ChatierLhojot 

Gug-aw-at ... 
KhumLani. ... 
Khumbawat ... 
SeoLarupota , .• 
lhnbfrpota ... 
Na.ruka ... 
Bhankawat ... 
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Names of 
I Yearly 

revenue of 
I<iefs. principal 

:Fidi>. 
-

Rs. 

N1mcra ... 10,000 
(Extinct.) 
Churnu ... 70,000 
Sambra. ... 17,700 
SU.rat ... 22,000 
D' ' Jgl . .. 50,000 
Chandlai 20,000 
(Extinct.) 

Achrol ... 2g,g5Q 
(Extinct). 
Kalwir ... 25,000 
Bagru ... 40,000 

Durn .... 70,000 
Ba.nskho 21,000 
l\Iahar ... 27,538 
Nindhir ... 10,000 
Balkoh ... 19,000 u ., , 2,00,000. nmra , .. 
Lohwan ... 15,0001 

·-- -
Total 

Sub-fi,1fs amount 
REMAR.E:J. iu family. held by. 

family. 

Rs. 

1 10,000 I 
I 

10 2,20,000 I 3 24,700 

I ·· Thi twe hre 
... . .. 
22, 6,00,000 r ""'"· ..... , .. 16 1,98,137 !Jy Pirthi Ull.j, . 

2 1,30,000 

I 19 2,45,000 
J 6 1,00,000 

13 1,67,900 I 
2 23,787l 
6 40,738' . . . . 
3 J Kotr!s hold by 49,5001 · descPJulant&of 
3 2 6,5 7 5 J .,,.,. """~· 
6 3,00,000 . . 
4 34 600 . . . 

J . 

The following are more details regarding the Shekawat and, 
otl10r feudatories and chiefships above noted:-

This is a Shckawati chiefship belonging to Raja Ajit Singh, . 
comprising the parganas of Khetri, Bibai, 
Singluina, and Jhunjhnu, yielding an 

annual revenue of about Rs. 3,50,000, and paying a tribute of 
lls. 80,000 a year to the Jaipur Darbar. The chief holds, besides, 
the p::trgana of Kot Putli, yielding about Rs. 1,00,000 a year-a 
pos:;cssion which was bestowed in perpetuity upon his· ancestor, ~ 
Uaja Abhi Singh, by the British <;}overnmcnt, for services 
rendered to Lord Lake in his military operations against the 
)Iarathas in the early part of the ·present century, but notably 
iu an important and successful engagement by British troops 
under Colonel !Ionson, with Sindia's ar1ny on the banks of the 
Ch::nnbal at that period. _ 

l..l.1ctr!., 

Another of the Shekawati tribute-paying dependencies ·of the 

Sikar. 
Jaiptu· Darb:ir, Sikar, which in former 
years ·was inhabited by lJcr·haps the n1ost 

lawless o£ tho Shekftwati ntecs, is now a well-governed, peaceful, 
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· nnd prosperous chlcfshlp. The present chief, Rao nD.ja 1\Indbo 
Singh, being a minor, the estate is administered by managers, 
under the direct supervision of the Jaipur Government. The. 
annual revenues are estimated at about Its. 4,00>000, and tho 
tribute paid to the Darb:ir is Rs. 40,000 a year. 
- · Pahtn is a. small tribut::try chicfship situated north of Jaipur, 

Pat~n. between Kot Putli and Khetri in the hilly 
district termed Torawati. This chicfsl1ip 

is interesting from t.he fact of its rulers having sprung from a 
very ancient house, the Rao of Patan being the direct lineal 
descendant of the Tuar kings of Delhi, who were expelled that 

· place, o.bout eight hundred years ago, on its capture by the Ghor 
dynasty. The family settled at P:itan, and have since ruled there 
undisturbed by tho political commotions which have from time to 
time disquieted and disunited the_ neighbouring estates in and 
around the province of Torawati. The chiefship possesses many 
fertile and well-watered plains, capable of producing the richest 
crops. The lands are divided amongst the brotherhood, the holdings 

·being so very small that it em scarcely support its population. 
This is a chiefship belonging to J aipur proper, situated to the 

. Uniara. extreme south and in one of the richest 
·· ··' · . portions of the State. The Uniara chief 

belongs to the N arUlcl. clan of Raj puts, forming one of the addi
_tional Kotrls or houses of Kachhwaha. thakurs. From the extra
vagance and misrule, however, of tho present Rao Raja, the 
estate is hopelessly- involv:ed in debt, and, in consequence, its 
affairs since the past few years have been directly administered 
by the J aipur Dar bar.· The revenues of the chiefship are estimated 
at Rs. 1,75~000 per annum, and the yearly tribute which it pays 
to .the Dar bar Rs. 45,000. . 

The four leading tribute-paying thakurs of the Shckawat 
province of the Jaipur Stateare-Baswa, Nawnlgarh, 1\Iandawar, 
.and Snrajga:rh. Their incomes are variously estimated, but that 
of _Baswa may be safely put down at Rs. 70,000 per annum, and 
that of the three others at Rs. 50,000 each; one-fifth of · which is 
paid to the J aipur Dar bar as tribute. 

With regard to the petty chiefships and t.h:ikurs of the State 
generally, the estates· are, excepting in one or two instances, pros
perous and fairly administered, the people contented and happy, 
while the relations subsisting between them and the Darbar are, 
without exception, of a cordial and happy character. 

TIIE LA}..~. 

Land Tenures.-The following classification of the free-holtl 
tenures (as distinguished from me1·e cultivating holdings) is 
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taken (with se>mo slight alteration) from Colonel Brooke's Politi-
cal Ilhtory of .J aipur :- · . · · . 

I.-Grants for which no feudal service is performed, but only 
n quit-rent paid ; and which are held principally by members of 
the Rajawat cbn, being branches of the Maharajats own family, 
and partaking of the nature of appanages. . 

II.-Estates either conquered or possessed by the ancestors of · 
the present holders prior to the conquest of , J aipur by the reign· 
ing family, including such chiefships as Sikar, Khetri, Uniara, and 
others. These pay a tribute to the Jaipur Darbar of about one-
fourth of their estiiill1ted revenue. . 

IlL-Estates upon which no rent is paid, but service is per
formed. The contingents they supply were originally calculated 
nt one horseman per thousand rupees of rent; but this is. not 
now in all cases either provided or exacted. · . 

IV.-Iteligious endowments and rent-free personal holdings, 
including grants and gifts to templesJ to civil and military. offi .. 
cers, court favorites, &c., &c. · · 

'fhe tenure of the three first classes seems to be fundamentally 
the same, with the slight differences of origin and· some · variety 
&s to the duty or payment upon which it is held. All three 
chsscs include numbers of the clan fraternity who hold their 
lands, not originally by grant from the sovereign or upon a 
feudal system, but by right of kinship with, arid descent from, 
the original stock or stocks which first conquered and settled as 
a dominant clan in the country. The third class, that of jagfr
dars, may include some real grantees who originally obtained 
assignments of land on the system by which the revenue was 
given for maintenance of troops or other distinctly. valuable .. 
considerations. The tenures .in the Shekawat country·. have 
this peculiarity, that" excepting two or three great estates, all· 
holdings are regularly divided among all the sons on the death 
of the father, the rule of primogeniture which prevails in 
nearly all estates of Rajputana not having been admitted here. 
But they nre all free-holdersJ paying a fixed customary 
quit-rent. . 

In most villages there are what are termed " biswadars" ; 
but they are mere middlemen between the State and the culti .. 
vator, and arrange for the collection of the revenue from the · 
latter, receiving a percentage for so doing. The cultivators aro 
mere tenants-at-·will, and have no hereditary rights; but,.owing to 
the scarcity of the class, they are, as a rule, treated as hereditary,· 
being seldom interfered with so long as they pay the revenl).e. 
The principal cultivating classes are 1,finas,. 13agra Br~hmans, 
Gujars1 Malis, and J ats. Raj puts do not cultivate much. 
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Distribution ojllle Land.-Thcrc is no trustworthy inform:1tion 
to be obtained rc6aruing the propol'tion tho khalsn. lnntl hPars 
to that _held by the tributary chiefs, grantees, fief-holders, &c.; Lut 
from the estimates formed py officers having long experience of 
J aipur, it would appear that the kluilsa or crown bnds arc 
Eomcwhat less than a half of the total area, say three-eighth:-:, 
leaving five-eighths, of which some three-eighths may be put down 
to the estates on tributary or service tenure, and tho remaining
one-fourth to military, religious, and other grants. 
· , Oultivatecl Area.-It is impossible to give any accurate infor
mation under this head, and the Darbar seem to have no such 

·records as would enable one to form a fair estimate; but omcers 
of experience in Jaipur have estimated the cultivated area under 
irrigation at ten per cent. of the whole. In addition to this theri} 
is a large q;rea placed under temporary cultivation during the 
rainy season, which varies very considerably from year to year, 
and which may, perhaps, be put down at about double the irri-
gated area. _ 

- Land Reven-ue.,;_In the Jaipur State, the land-revenue is 
_ co]Jectcd partly in cash, but principally in kind ; the custom 
of a rate on ploughs does not prevail. The Raj share of the crop 
is calculated either on the system of " Kunkut " or " BahU " :. 
the former is an estimate of the outturn of the standing crops 
formed just before the crops ripen, and is principally used in 
regard to the rain-crops, which ripen in the autumn; the second 

. is a division of the grain after threshing, and is generally applied 
to the cold-weather crops ripening in the spring, such as wheat, 
barley, &c. _The Raj share varies from one-sixth to half of the 
outturn, according to the quality of the land and other circum
stances-a common average being one-quarter or three-eighths 

· for the spring-crop, and rather more f9r the autumn crop. 
The village officials are the patel, the patwari, and the kt't
nungo ; they are to a great extent paid by shares of the grains called 
h-aks, or rights, which are deducted previous to the division 
between the Raj and the cultivator. Under the Tiatai systen1, 
the grain is formed into heaps, according to the shares, after thresh
ing, the straw being retained by the cultivator. - In J aipur these 
village officers have no hereditary rights ; and, indeed, their whole 
status is low and precarious, being mainly dependent upon tho 
arbitrary })leasure of the revenue collectors or the great land
holders. 'The patel is the headman of the villar;o: he settles petty 
disputes and quarrels, reports crime to the tahsildnr, and assists in 
the collection of the land-revenue, &e. The pabnhi is tho vilhgn 
accountant, both for the land-revenue and custmns dues. 'l'he 
kanl'1ngo is, in J aipur, a mere assistant to the pat-wari, as there i~ 



no record of villa3c rights such as is kept by the kanungos in 
1 ill;:~gcs in llritish territory. 

AgFiculture.-. Tho crops raised in different parts· of the 
Jaipur territory vary considerably with the different nature of the 
soil. In Shck;iwati, where there is a deep sandy soil, and where 
'Yater is at too great a depth to admit of irrigation to any extent, 
there is, in the main, but one crop a year, raised during the.rainy 
f:ca.son and ripening in October and November. This crop.consists 
principally of bijri as a cereal, and mung and mot as pulses; 
the latter taking the place of tho grain grown in firmer soils. 
\Yith regard to .J aipur proper, in the· immediate .neighbour-
110otl of the capital, and to the north, the raip_-crop is the same as 
iu Shckawati, and but little wheat and barley is grown in the 
('Old season to·wards the south and east. As the soil becomes richer 
and ilrmer, jow{tr and n1akai (Indian corn) take the place of 
hljr(t, and cotton and til (sesam,am) are also sown during tho 
rains; while, in the cold season, wheat, barley, gram, sugarcane, 
opimn, to1acco, dal, linseed, and kusumber (safH.ower) are exten .. 
sin'ly grown; and in the eastern districts rice of a coarse quality 
is grmYn to a limited extent. . . . 

Cost of Production.-It is difficult to obtain such jnformation 
ns will cn~ble a fair average of the cost of production for the country 
generally to be struck ; but the following calculation gives an 
approximation of the same in regard to some of the main cr9ps :.:_ 

RuY CxoP, B.A.inA.. 
Pel' Bigka. 

rbn:;hing once 
~l'('•l 

Rs. A. P. 
0 2 0 
0 3 0 
0 3 0 l:c;!plng 

ThJ.e;,;lting anJ. winnowing ••• 0 3 6 

Total 

A vcragc> outturn per bigh::t, say 
3 ruaumls. 

0 11 6 

co~t of produdion per maund, 
l'xcludir1g Raj tax, &c. 0 3 10 

Rs. A. P. 
Value of 3 wauwls at Tis. 1-8 ... 4 8 0 

De(hu·t llaj share and viliage 
/,al..s (,;ay half outturn) 
J,>ave,; llr11aumh, v:tlue ... 2 4 0 

De.lud eust of cultiv[l,ti<)ll 0 11 6 

D.thnce ns profit of cuhivatc,r, 
l'L'f Li;.;-kt 1 8 G 

COLD WE.A.THEB CBOP, BABLEY AND WHEA.'l' •. 

Ploughing 4 times · 
Manuring 
Seed 10 to 20 seers 
Irrigation from well 
Reaping 
Threshing, &c. 

Per Bi!J"ha • 
.. Rs. A. P. 

0 8 0'. 
1 0 0 

••• 0 8 0 
••. 4 0 0 

0 3 0 
••• 0 3 6 

Total ••• 6 6 • 6 

Average outturn per b.igha, say 
6 maunds. 

Cost of production per maund, 
exclusive of Raj tax . ... 1 1 1 

:Maunds. 
Outturn, say .. . 6 
Deduct Rij share and village kaks 3 

Balance ·a 
, = 

Rs. A. P. 
Value at Tis. 2-4 per maund. ... 6 12 0 
Deduct cost of cultivation • ••• 6 6 6 

Balance of profit to cultivat0r ... · 0 5 6 
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· This calculation is mndc on rather n. low n.vcrn3c of outturn, 
nnd pre-supposes a certain amount of hiredlabor; b~1.t it bears out 
the statement of the vilhlgers, that, unless they ca.L~ out the 
ctilti vation by means of themselves and their families, ~.nd with
out r.Jrcd labor, but little margin of profit is left to them from the 
cold-weather crop. In lands irrigated from some of the new tanks, 
only 8 annas per bfgha. is charged for watering for each crop, 
which would give the cultivator a much greater lll:lrgin of profit. 
• · Oultivation.-The modo of cultivation is of tho very rudest 
description: for tho rain-crop the gro1md is scratched with a 
plough as soon as the first showers . fall ; in tho case of 
·bajra tho furrows being often somo distance apart, so that tho 
plough may cover as much ground as possible in a short space 
of time. The seed is generally sown at the time of ploughing, by 
means ·of a long funnel attached to_' the plough. In tho sandy 
tracts of Shelciwati, camels are yoked to the ploughs, instead of 

· bullocks. For the cold-weather crops which are irrigated (with tho 
exception of gram), the ground is generally ploughed four times, 
the first ploughings being done in September, and the seed sown 
in October, either with tho funnel above noted or broadcast. A 
rough implement, composed of a flattened log of wood, is then 
drawn over the ground, so as to cover over· the seeds and com
press the earth. 

The field is next divided into small square beds, by . means 
of· a large wooden scraper called ·datdli, water-courses being 
made between the beds at intervals to enable the ~rop to be irri
gated. Except in places where the land can be irrigated by water
courses from tanks, this operation is carried on by drawing water 
from wells by mean.S of a large leather bag called chara3, 
nttachcd to a rope running over a wheel supported over the well 
on wooden pillars, the rope being drawn by bullocks. In some low
lying lands where water is very near the surface, small fields and 
garden-crops are irrigated by means of a small leather bucket 
raised by a long wooden lever. The gr3:in is reaped with ~ small 
sickle called dantli; and the ancient custom of treading out 
the corn by means of cattle still obtains. Rotation of crops 
seerns to be but little_ regarded, as, owing to the quantity of 
uncultivated ground, it is easy to let fields lie fallow for a 
time. The principal vegetables t,Town arc-a large kind of white 
radish, onions, chillies, spinach, cucumbers and gourds of kinds, 
egg-plants, &c.; and in the spring large ·quantities of melons are 
grown in the sandy beds of nalas. 

Irrigation.-With the exception of a few simple irrigation
cuts from perennial streams and the remains 'of some earthen 
village bunds, no traces of irrigation-works of any importance 
are found. Since.1868, however, the Raj has spent Rs. 60JOOO 
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n nnn3.lly in dc\elopu16 the irrigation cap3,1Jilities of the State : 
fiG "·o1ks have l1ecn completed up to date, and 24 are in 11rogress. 
'Tlw~c comprise repairs to existing broken village-tanks and some 
ucw projcds; a few of some in1portance, such as 1\lora Sagar, Rae-. 
f:ar IA:1kc, Kltoa irrigation-cut, &c. The water-rate has been fixed 
at 8 ::umas per b.lgha for each crop, which usually receives three 
waicriug-s. In cases when a field is higher than the level of the 
water, and a bucket is required to raise the wate~·, 4 annas are 
chargc•(l. That irrigation is profitable when the works are carried 
out U!ldcr favorable circumstances, is proved beyond doubt-about 
() per cent. haYing been gained in the return on most of the works 
hitherto c:ul'icd ou.t; but it is necessary to see that there is good 
f:tor:lg-c·, good bnd to receive the water, men to cultivat,e it, and· 
tlwt thC're is not too large an outlay in the first instance, whether 
fro1u expensive supervision, unnecessary work, or any other cause. 

PoPULATION. 

Population.-Without a census (wliich has never yet been 
bl:en), the population of the Jaipur State can only be ·very 
roug·hly calculated. It has been estimated by those who have 
CXJH'ricncc of this part of the country, that the density of the 
11opulation of Shckiwati, which has an area of about 5,000 square 
n1i.lc~, and where the towns are comparatively far apart, will 
avcrngc about 50 to the square mile; and if Jaipur proper~. 
·which has an area of about 9,465 square miles, is taken at 150 
to the square 1nile (a very moderate estimate), the population of 
J nipnr proper will be about 1~ million, or· a total of about li 
111illi,)n for the whole territory. With regard to the papital itself, 
n, rcg·nbr census was taken in 1870, since when, it is believed, 
there has not hecn any considerable increase. The result of the 
census was as follows :-

~I en 
'Vomc!1 
Tioys 
Gi~h 

... 54,716 
50,620 

•... 19,452 
... 13,059 

Total ••. 137,847 

'Ihc proportions of the different classes have been estimated as 
follows:- · · 

I ')'. , 1 
l:1.lllU~S 

Other IIinJus 
J,Iukmunadans 

... 
l 
i 

11 
TIT 

Jains -l';r 
.. \.s IC'g'anls other IIinclus, tho niinas, perhaps, equal the Rajputs 

T 



·in nunibcrs; next ·in numerical order come the Tirfthmn.ns, n. gr0nt 
proportion of whonl' arc llagra Brnhmrrns, a lower order of the 
class, who cultivate tho soil; then Banyas, Gujars, ~T:Hs; after "·hieh 

·como the nutncrous llindu castes comprising tho artiz::m and nwnial 
classes. \Vith regard to the distribution of tho dillcrcnt classes, 
::Minas arc nwst numerous along the eastern border, and in the 
south-cast; Raj}1uts ·and Banyas arc more evenly distrihnb~<l; 
Brahmans and Gnjars are most numerous ·in the southern m\(_l 
central districts-; and ,J:its in the north, in the ncighbonrhood of 
the capital, and to the west. "Thoro is a crm~itlerablc nun1lK'r of 

.1\I uhammadans, an<l the Kaim ·Khanis -form a large class in 

.:shekawati. . 
. · ·Castes, Clans, and Pri!Jes.-The following arc some of the
principal.castesdn·the Jaipur Statc-:--

The higher class of 'Brahmans arc in service or officiate in 

D 
'h . temples, &c. ; but there is a lower clnss 

ra. mans. ll d B , ]3 , h h ca e agrn ra mans w o are ycry 
numerous, and who_ form one of the principal classes of cultivators 
·in the J aipur State. 
. . Tho greater :portion of the Raj puts in J aipur belong to tho 

Kachhwaha clan; they are of three classes: 
· --1st, those who hold' estates; 2ntl, those 

in service; 3rcl, those who· till the soil. The third class are not -...-ery 
numerous. Ra.jputs will not work as cultivatm·s unless }-:lressc<l 
by poverty. The Shekawat Rajputs are noticed under the head 
" I)rincipal Thakurs" at page 138. 

A very numerous class, consisting of .a great many clans : the 
Banyas, and :Mah;1jans, or banking class are principally J ains j and 

r.ajpitts. 

'llankers. • ·the banyas, or ·traders, Hindus . 
.An alJoriginal race who held the country previous to tho ada 

Min ·-rent of the Raj puts; they are -very nunw-
as. rous in J'aipur a·na Sbekawati; they aro 

'Ot two classes--1st, chaukidars or watchmen, -also professional 
robbers; 2nd, zamindari 1\Iinas, who -have settled down to 
cultivation. 

Gujars and Jats. 
Both gain their living by culti-vation; 

·the former arc very numerous in Jaipur. 

Ahirs and Rabari;;. 
These are tiYo principal castes of tlw~o 

.commonly met with in all to\ll!s and vil· 
Jages. They are lterclsmcn, also cultivators. 

'fho proportion of ~Iuhammadans in J aipur is very small ; but 
.. ~ ,_ 

1 
K'. K. h' . in Shekawati there is a very numerous 

ru.nuamma< ans : a1m <nns. l t ,1 K , · Kl , • h · • , · c ass ermcu \..aim mms, w o 1rerc ong-I-
nally Choluin Rajp{tts, but were con-verted to Ishm. 'flwy arc 
said to have formerly owne<l the tract of country now callc11 
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Shd::a,\Yati, ln1t \rero afterwards dispossessed by Shekji, the· 
fuumlm· of the Shckawat clan of llajputs. , . , 

Jteligion.-Thc. mass of the J>Opulation consists of Hindus, fol-· 
lowers of Vishnu or Shiva, the· former predominating-, and attached. 
In:tin ly to the specific adoration of Krishna. G aneslJ,. too, is very 
gPncrally worshipped, as also Devi or Kali; and Sitab. 1\fata,. 
t !Jc biter two especially by the 1\Iinas. l\Iahadeo or Shiva, under· 
its numerous forms, is worshipped to a-considerable extent; the· 
:l\fahr.traja himself Lcing a follower ·of this ·sect,. his tutelary deity 
l1cing lt:1j ll:.ijeshw:ir, one of the forms· of }Iahadeo. Of 
tlw IIindu independent sects who have a peculiar doctrine·. 
nnd Yrorship, the most notable-is the Dadu :Panth, which had its~ 
origin, nnu still has its head-quarters, at Barahana (near the Sam-; 
lJltar L~tkc), -v.:ithin Jaipur·tcrritory. HerO' is- a· shrine and monas .. 
tcry, built near the· spot where the·founder of the faith (Dadu),. 
who lived alJout the time of Akbar, or in the. sixteenth century, 
vanished. IIis book is in great vogue, and many still follow his. · 
doctrine as therein expounded, and as interpreted· by his successors, . 
the religious superiors at the shrine. The 9,cvotees shave the head •. 
adore only the book, and preach mysticism and morality, travers .. 
ing- the l::tnd· on regular circuit to spread th~ word and commune 
with disciples. 'l]w N agas of J aipu:r are a sect of Inilitant devotees 
lJelonging- to the Dadu Panthi sect, who are·enrolled in regiments 
to servo the State ; they arc 'vowed to celibacy and to arms, and 
<'Onstitutc :1 sort of military order in the sect. . , · 

Stat(J of Society.-Son1e of the·ehiefs and principal thakurs or 
H:ijpttt aristocracy are wealthy land-owners.; but many are poor· 
nnd in debt. As regards the mahajans, or banking class, 
many of the1n arc very rich, and they arc, as a rule, well-to-do. 
'l'lw petty trauers, the artizan class, heads of villages, and a , 
('el'tain proportion of agriculturists, may be said to enjoy a certain: 
ltt'~Tcc of prosperity, on tho whole;. but the peasant cultivators are 
g-enerally in debt to the Tiorahs, or money-lenders, and the mass 
of them live from hand to rnouth.. Tlw J.:its arc generally the· 
most pro~pcrous; next come the Gujars and Brahmans ; but the 
~'Uinas arc almost always poor •. 

'fhc aristocracy and the richer classes. live in masonry houses;. 
the subordinate chiefs and great kinsmen of the ruling ·chief · 
llsually have their houses well fortified, sometimes. living in castles 
11pon hills, smnctimes in houses in the village at the foot of the 
hill, ·which is surrounJcd by the fort as a citadel of refuge .. The-. 
le~1ding nolJlcs keep up much rudo state, and desire to be as inde
lK·n<lcnt as pnssil>lc of the court at Jaipnr; their success varies. 
ncconliug- to the relatiye forces o.f the nohles and the administra
t:cJll, They :we obliged to attencl court on certain periods and 
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occnc:.:1ons, wl1cn they nrc llsunlly in opposition to tlto official 
burc;_ucratic clement .. In Shck<'twati the towns present a very 
fine appearanec from the houses being built of blocks of white stiff 
clay, cut from the kankar beds and allowed to dry in tho vilbgcs; 

· Ly ·far the greater number of petty dwelling-houses arc built of 
stone or brick and mud, or of mud only; and roofed with tiles or 
thatch. The villages are almost invariably surrounded with a 
high fence of dried thorns. . In the Shekawati districts, more remote 
from head-quarters, the people have always been more turbulent 
and less inclined to obey the head-quarters administration than 

, elsewhere. They belong to a Reparate sept of the KachhwtHws; 
and their cl1iefs rule their own estates with little intC'rfcrencc 
from, and great jealousy of, the chief of the State. 'Iho dress-
of the people seems to be much the same as in other 1xuts 
of Utijputana; but the Pheta turban-that is, a turban fonne<l 
with narrow and twisted, instead of broad, flat, bands-seems yery 

. generally worn. The inhabitants follow the usual llinuu and 
J\Iuhammadan customs. The greater proportion of the men go 
about armed; the richer classes keep bailts (carriages drawn Ly 
bullocks), saddle-horses, and riding-camels. 

· The. food of the inhabitants is much the same as in other parts 
of Northern India. U:ijputs, and many other classes of llintlns 
and ll uhammadans, eat meat; in Shekawati bajra forms the staplo 
article· o.f food. 

TRADE. 

Mawzifaolures.-Although. the J aipur State can perl1aps 
scarcely be called a manufacturing country, still, some of its }>ro
ductions have acquired a wide notoriety for their great e:xcelleueo 
in design, texture, and finish. Amongst these may be mentioned, 
marble-sculpture, enamel-work, woollen cloths and fabrics. ..A.n 
extensive trade is also carried on in dyeing, which is confined prin
cipally to the ancient town of Sanganer; the waters of the Amun-i
Sluih river, on whose banks it is situated, being said to possess 
some peculiar properties favorable to the dyeing process. 

The materials for tlris branch of industry are procur(]u from 

Mar1le sculpture: 
the marble quarries at ~Iakrana,* in ~Iar
war, which yield a white marble . of very 

fine quality, and from naisl:ina, in J aipur territory, wl1erc a 
black n:mrble is obtained. The principal articles manufactured are 
images and ornamental figures, for which there is a large and 
steadily-increasing deuumd. The trade is carried on alrno~t 
exclusively by a class of Tirithmans called Silawats. ·· 

• 1takr:iua is aLouL 20 wiles from the S:u.u1har Salt Lalc, un the Jai!Jur 1ud.:r. 
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In this work, originally imported from Ticnarcs, J aipur stands 
, . . justly pre-eminent. The enamelling is · 

Ln::undlm;,;-. <lone on gold, and is beautifully and taste• 
fnlly cxccuteJ in various colors, the ruby being the most prized. 
Spf•cimens of J aipur enamel-work were exhibited at the late Inter
ua tjonal Exhibitions at Paris, London, and Vienna, and also form
<·'l part of the })resents lately taken to England by His .Royar 
Higlmcss t];c Prince of "\Vales, and were specially admired. Some 
of the principal mineral agents employed by the trade, such as 
eol>alt awl sulphate of. copper, are obtainable in the hills near 
J\ hctd, in the J aipur State. In connection with enamelling, 
,J a i pur carries on a brisk trade, both locally and with other parts ~ 
uf lndia, in the setting of precious stones in ornamental jewellery. · 

The n1ore important products under this head are the chakmas 
(floor-cloths) and ghogts (felt-wrappers) 
1nannfactured at l\Ialpura, about 50 mile·s 

south fron1 Jaipur; a class of goods which are extensively 
used in Hajpt'it:ina, and for which l\falptua enjoys consid~rable 
1wtoricty. The other but less important manufactures are gold 
mui silver bee, celebrated for its purity, delicacy of. texture, and 
c.lm·ability; ornan1ental shoes and shellac bracelets (cluerls),. some 
uf the latter articles being beautifully and expensively colored and 
gilt, and nn1eh worn by the upper class of native women through
out the country. A coarse cotton cloth for local consumption is 
also -very generally manufactured in the villages. · , 

,,. oulleu fabrics. 

Cummerce.-The principal articles of export and import of 
tLe Jaipur State are as follows :- • 

Cotton, grain, oil-seeds, -sugar, printed cloths, hides, wool 

Exports. 
from Shekawati, marble images, · chu#s, 
&c. 

Grain and sugar from the North-West, English piece
goods, hard ware, spices, and . miscella
neous. 

Imports. 

The annual value of the external trade of the State about 
187J,-75 may be fail'ly estimated at-exports, 35 to 40 lakhs of 
1·upccs; imports, 65 to 70 lakhs of rupees. · . · 

The above figures are exclusive of the largo export of salt from 
the Sa1ubhnr Lake to the North-West by rail, which, nowthat the 
lake is worked by the British Government, and the transit-duties 
on the salt have been relinquished by the J aipur State, does not 
in any \lay affect, financially, the trade of the territory. But 
"-hat gives importance to the commerce of the State is the large 
banking awl exchange business carried on at the capital, and in 
the larger to\Yns in Shekawati, where it may be said to be out of 
all proportion to the legitimate orlerations of h·ade. At tho 
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·capit..'ll of Jaipur, which is tho money market for all n~1j .. 
})tHana, there arc as many as .seven banking firms, doing an 
nggrcgato business of about two and a half m·orcs of rupees, 
and possessing a capital of upwa1·Js of f:'ix millions sterling. 
In addition to these, there are several minor houses whose 
collective· business may be estimated at half a crore of rupees 
n year. The largo apparent excess in the amount of the imports 
over the exports is aecotmted for chiefly by the large trade that 
is carried on in precious stones and metals, which is not 

· includ.ed in the returns of the· Dar bar. These are imported in the 
rough and less valuable state, and sent out, manufactured, to the 
l10uses of the wealthy liarwaris in Shekawati, Bikanir, &c. An
other cause of the excess in question is, that the J aipur bankers, · 

. having, as a rule; branch firms at all the chief marts in llriiish 
India. with which trade is carried on by the State, a lar;e share of 
the imports is paid for lJy drafts on these places. The importation 
of gold to Jaipur (another item excluded from the returns of the 
Darbar) is not less than 25 lakhs of rupees n year. l\luch of this 
finds its way to the mint for coinage into the celebrated J aipur 

· gold-mohur,- of which not less than 100,000 are yearly exported 
to the large trading and banking cities in British India. 

ADliiNISTRATION. 

Judicial System.-The general Nizamats,. or administrative 
sub-divisions, are under officials termed N azims, who are district 
magistrates or civil jlldges. All original suits in the districts arc 
filed in their courts. At the capital, all civil suits below Tis. 300 
are filed in the subordinate civil courts, termed munsifs' courts; 
and suits above that amount come before the chief civil court, 
termed the sadr diwani adalat, which also hears appeals from 
the . nazims'" and munsifs' court. With the exception of petty 
criminal cases, which go before the city k6tw:il, all original 

: criminal cases at tho capital are tried in the court of the city 
magistrate, termed the faujdari adalat. There is also an appel
late court at the capital, which hears appeals from the sadr 
diw{mi and faujdari adalats. In all civil suits below Rs. 500, the 
appellate court's. decision is final. All civil suits above that 
amount, and all criminal cases, are appealable to the Council, 
which, being the highest tribunal in the State, is the final court 
of appeal. It may be here remarked that in J aipur a suitor's 
difficulties are by no means ended when he has passed all Courts 
and obtained his final decree. 

Jails.-Thcrc is only one jail in Jaipur, which is situated at 
the capital, outside the city-walls. It is very \Yell conducted, ancl 
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is :1 8:rcat credit to tho State. The average number of prisoners, 
w~!le and female, is over a thousand-a large number by compa
l·i-;un ·with the State's population. They· are cn1ployed outside 
the ''alls, but a system of intramural labor has been introduced 
'vhieh pt'omhe:;; \Yell. 

l?olice.-Tho police of tho State, which was. formorly 
tm<liridcd, is now composed of two distinct and separate 
lJO(lies : one, which may be called the "rural" police, consisting . 
of ehaukicUrs aucl tahsil sepoys in the different towns and 
vill:l g-cs, and acting under the orders of the magisterial authorities 
or Uicir respective districts; the other being the general police, 
who cxerdse independent powers in all- police matters within 
their respective jurisdictions, and are directly subordinate to the 
])arkir and its advisers. The police arrangements at the capital 
eon~ist of a number of police and watchmen located at the 
k11t wii.li, and in different parts of tho city, who are immediately 
under the k6tw:il of the city. · 

..tlrmy.-Thcro are in the State 38 forts, and other defensible 
ph res, mounting some 200 pieces of ordnance of all calibres. The 
K :J ~as-a n1ilitary order of the D~l.du Panthi sect, which has been 
ah·cadv 1ncntioned-number between 4,000 and 5,000, and. are 

.rcputc"d to be faithful and daring, and, as such, are more feared 
than other troops of the State. They will not undergo any disci
pl inc, wear no uniform, and are armed with sword, spear, match-

. lock, and shield. During the general mutinies· of 1857, these · 
were tho only body of men really t~ue to the chief, and, but 
for them, the so-called regular army would .have rebelled .. The· 
maintenance of the army costs the Darbar about Rs. 6,20,000 
amnully. 

There is a gun-factory at the capital; but the manufacture 
or ordnance, especially of larger calibre, is extremely limited. · 

.~.1lint.-Tho only mint now existing in the Jaipur State if:! 
the one at the capital, which is celebrated for the purity of its· 
gold ancl silver coinage.· The coins struck are gold-mohurs, ru11ees, 
tmd copper pieces. 'rhe process (which is of the most primitive 
description) of hammering, purifying, and cutting and clipping 
the blanks to the proper size, occupies from ten to fifteen days; 
then follow·s the stamping, which is done by hand, and with dies 
nutdc by engravers on the premises. The institution is capable of 
turning out as 1nany as ten or twel-ve thousand gold, and as many 
silver, cnins per diem; and the average yearly coinage value is in 
gold* h\·enty lakhs of Tupees and ~>ilver ten lakhs of rupees. By a 
systc1n of dcprcciation which takes place in the value of the J aipur 
rold and silver coinage, at the rate of 1 IJer cent. triennially, 

• Owing to the L.ie;h price of &old, the gold coinage has falleu off considerably since.lE7~. · 
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during the reign of tho issuing chief, and n. further nnnun.l frac
tional reduction on tllo accession of a 5Ucccssor, very few old gol(l 
orsilver coins are to bo found, tho circubting medium either 
finding its way. back to tho mint for re-coirw.gc, or being broken 
up into jewellery and personal ornaments, for which the purity 
of the metals renders them so vert suitable. Tho copper money 

· of which formerly 3:> pieccst or 17 j takhas (subject to iluctuation 
of 'exchange), went to tho rupee, has lately been assitnilated with 
the copper currency of British India, both with regard to weight 
v.nd uniformity of value, the old device lJeing alone retained. 'l'ho 
Jaipur coinage is distinguished from that of other nntive in(l(~
pendent States by the t/1-ar (sprig) which is borne on tho reverse, . 
the Eriglisli translation of the inscription written in the Per5lan __ 
character being ·as follows :-

( 0~17eT88.) . 

- · Coined at 
· Siwai .Jeypoor in . 
tile year of It>75 in tl1e 
rf•ig11 of Her l'.Iajcs-
ty the Qneen of 

I.;nglancl Vic
klria. 

( Ret•erse.) 

In the 42111! vc;tr 
of the augn~t 1m1i g-1->· 

rious acce~sion 
- (:':pri,:) 

of His Hi!{hnes~ J[a. 
ha.l'l\j;} Siwai Ram 

Singh. 

The gold-mohur weighs 167·8 grains, the metal bP.ing absolute. 
ly pure; and the rupee, which is alloyed with 4~- grains troy of 
copper, weighs 175 grains, the alloy being addecl after assay. 
'fhe n1arket value of the gold and silver coinage depend'} on tho 
fluctuation of exchange; but the par value of the mohur at Jaipur 
is 1G rupees, and of tho rupee 17 annas of our currency. 

Post Offices.-· There are, in all, 38 imperial post-offices in the 
J aipur State, supplemented by the local postal service of the State, 
which extends throughout the territory; and although its primary 
object is the transmission of official orders and reports, it is of consi
derable use to the public at large. The State i.:;sucs no postage 
stamps; the postage, the rates of which are much the same as those 
in British India, being realized by a mo71ey payment. 

Telegraph Offices~-The telegraph-line from theN orth-Western 
Provinces to Bombay runs through the J aipur State, with an 
office at the capital. . 

Bducation.-In Jaipur, public instruction hns made greater 
r•rogress than in any other State of Rajputana, during the admin
istration of the present Maharaja llaro. Singh, who maintains 
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tho traditional taste of his house for the encouragement of letters 
3nd learning. The Gollege at the capital, which was opened in 
181.t ·with about ".tO pupils, lmd in 1875 a daily class attendance of 
SOO, * and could compare favorably with similar institutions of its 
kind anu status in British India. The college· staff consisted of 
15 En3·lish teachers, 12 moulvis(or Pers~an teachers), and 4 pan
dits (or Ilindi teachers); and the annual cost of maintenance, 
lJOrnc exclusively by the 1\Iaharaja, was then about Rs. 24,000. 
IIcrc, the students receive a well-grounded English and vernacular 
cd ucation, and are prepared for the 1\Iatriculation and Fine Arts 
cx:uninations of the Calcutta University, with which the college was 
affiliated in 1873. There is also at the capital a well-attended school 
for the instruction of the sons of the thakurs and higher officials 
of the State. 'Ihero is also a Sanskrit college, attended by about 
2j0 pupils; and a school with several local branches for the edu .. 
cJ tion of girls and young women, which has an attendance of 500 
pupils, mostly of the Brahman and Banya classes. There is, 
besides, a School of Industrial Art established at the capital by the 
~Iahar.1ja in A.D. 1866. In the districts there are 33 elementary 
::.chools, wholly supported by the State, and 379 indigenous <,>nes1 

all more or less so supported, with an aggregate class attendance 
of nen.rly 8,000. These schools impart elementary instruction in 
Jiindi and Urdu. There are also ten :patwari schools in the 
dilfcrent districts, n.ttended mostly by sons of patwaris, who are 
taught surveying and keeping of village accounts. The whole of 
the dist.rict schools are periodically inspected by two officials 
~ppointcd for that purpose by the State. _ ·· · 

Oormnunications.-The Agra and Ajmer road is a, first-class 
metalled road, 127! miles in length, . 
general direction east and west,. ruh-. · 

ning across the Jaipur territory from cast to west,. and touch
ing the capital about midway. The road, together with. 
Etaging-bungalows throughout at convenient intervals; was con~ 
r-:tructed by the lfaharaja, the British Government contributing 
one-fifth o.f the cost .. It is much less used ~ince the railway toAjmer · 
opened, and the staging-bungalows are not now kept up by the 
State. "\Vith the exception of the rivers Dhund and Band!, and a 
few nalas, it is bridged and.metalled throughout. ·· · 

This is a second-class metalled road, length from J aipur to Tonk 
60 miles, of which the 48 miles in the J aipur 
territory have been completed. Its general 

direction is due south from J aipur, passing close to the J aipur 
to-n'lls of Sanganer, Chatsu, and N ewai. There is a staging-

Agra. nnd Ajmer Road. 

JaipuL' and Tonk Road. 

# The scholars being for the most ptwt Hindus, only nbout one-sixth being Muhnmmada.ns. · 

u 



( 154 ) . 

bungalow at Chats_U. maintained by tho Jaipur Darbar, n,nu n, 
ferry at tho point where the road crosses the river Banas, ncar 
Deoli. . 

A metalled road, under construction in 1875 from tho J.Iancl;i;. 
... r .1.<' l . .1 K uli R ad war station of the Rajputana State Rail-

. .1U&nuawar lUlU. a.ra o • t l b d f h . . . way o t 1e or er o t e Karauh ter-
ritory, passes tho large towns of ~Iowa and llindaun in tho 
J aipur State. Length of road, 49 miles. 
· Trade Routes.-Thc principal trade-route of Jaipnr now, is 
the Rajputana . State Railway line from Agra to Ajmer, run
ning east and west through the capital and the centre of the State, 
by which nearly the whole of the Sambhar salt finds its way to 

. the North .. Western Provinces and the Panjab,and by which near .. 
ly the whole of the ·imports, such as English piece-goods, hard-

; ivare, spice~, grain, and Rohilkhand .sugar for the south-west por .. 
tions of the State, are carried. Some of the other maiD. articles of 
export, such as cotton, grain, oil-seeds, coarse cloth, Sangancr 
chintz, &c., are also carried by the railway. There is but little traffic 
northward from the capital, as the trade of Shekawati travels, prin
cipally, either north-east to the great mart of Bhawani, in Hisar, 
or south-west to Ajmer. The principal export from Shekawati is 
wool ; and the imports are Rohilkhand sugar, English piece-goods, 
hardware,· spices, tobacco, &c. Owing to the sandy nature of 
the soil;· camels are used almost entirely 1n the Shekawati trade. 
The ~fandawar and Karauli road, noticed under the head of 
"Communications," is now becoming an important trade-route 
since the opening of the railway, Hindaun being the principal mart · 
for all the cotton, grain, oil-seeds, raw sugar, tobacco, &c., grown in 
the south and cast of the Jaipur State. Salt for the south-eastern 
portions of the State, and for the Jhansi salt-marts, also passes by 
this route, which is superseding the former route via Bhartpur 
and Fatehpur-Sikr:l. There is also a considerable trade in 
copper and brass vessels from the town of Siwai ~fadhoplir, in 
the south-east corner of the estate where these articles are largely 
manufactured, and exported southward, via Indargarh, into the 
Haraoti State; the return trade being grain from Kotah, &c. 
Bullocks and donkeys are the chief modo of transport on 
this 1·oute. There is but little salt-trade now from Sambhar and 
N a wah, south-e~st through the J aipur State to llaraoti, as tho 
banjdras go principally viu 1\Iarwar and Ajmcr. 

:Principal 

Amber. 

TOWNS. 

Town~ .-Amber, a very ancient city now crum
bling to nuns, was formerly the capital of 
tho J aipur State. Nothing is known in 
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regard to the earlier history of Amber; but, in A.D. 1037, the 
Kachh1-raha lttljp1Hs, shortly~ after obtaining a footing in this part 
of the country, conquered Amber from the .king of the Susawat 
l\Iinas, the head of the ~finn, confederation, after a long and 
protracted struggle. 'l'hc~ seat of It:ijp-Ltt power was thereupon 
transferred from Kho to Amber, which became the capital of the 
country, and gave the name to the State. 1\Iany concessions 
were nuvlc to the Susawat 1\finas : villages in the immediate 
nei~hbourhood were given to them, ancl they only were to guard 
tlw ·uajp{tt citadel and treasury, &c.,-rights which they -still 
cJJjoy. .._\lnber continued to be the capital of the State till A.D. 
1728, "·hen the seat of power was transferred by the celebrated 
Siwai Jai Singh II, who founded the present' capital, called 
J aip~u· after him. . ~ . . . 

Arnl>er is situated m a valley of the range,, about five rmles 
north of the present capital, and is almost entirely surrounded 
1Jy hills. The site was well chosen by the Minas as a safe. and 
secret stronghold in those troubled times. There are many objects· 
of interest at .Amber: the fine old Rajput palace is. well worthy 
of a yisit, and the view from the top is strikingly pictm·esque 
:~ncl beautiful. Exc~pt as a very interesti~g ~elic. of_·antiqui,ty; 
Am bcr i:3 now of no Importance, for the City 1s almost. des~rted 
and the buildings falling into decay. · _ , . · 

This is a considerable town in the Shekawati district of the 

Daswa. 
State, about 120 miles north-west from 
Jaipur. It is walled, and possesses a, fort 

of smno pretensions ; and has an imperial post-office. · , . · · 
Bagdt is a town of some importa:nce on the Agra and Ajmer 

Dlgru. 
trunk road, about 18 miles south-west · 
from Jaipur, and the residence of one of 

the principal th:ikurs of the State. A considerable trade is ~arricd · 
on in dyeing and printing cotton stuffs;· an imitation of the 
1nore celebrated Sanganer work. Above a mile to the cilst is a 
cmnmoclious staging-bungalow maintained by the ~Iaharaja of 
Jaipur. . . 

A town of some importance on the Agra and N asll.·abad route, 
about 2-:t miles south-east from Jaipur. 

CL:itsu.. There are eight fairs held annually at the 
. place, son1e of them largely attended. The town has a dispen
sary aud estahlislnncnt maintained by the 1\Iaharaja. 

A brge, :tlotu·ishing, and fortified town, about 18 miles north 

ChaumG.n. 
of the city of J aipur, and the seat of the 
tlu1kur of that name, the premier noble 

of the State. It has a dispensary and establishment maintained 
by tho 1\Ialw,raja, 
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A :Uil'gc town' (raihv~y-stntic.n) 38 miles cn.st from J aipur_, 
1~ • situated i.rr the immediate Yicinity of tho 

- , usa. . Rajput6,nn. State Railway, and the Agra 
and .Ajruer trunk Jwad, whicL cros1J each other at this point. 
Dausa. wns once the capital·of the State before Aml1cr was wrested 
from tho .. J\Iinas. It stands en the slope of a large, isolated, 
flat hill; nearly four miles in circmnferencc, and fortified with 
a loopholed wall nnd bastions of considerable strength. Tho 

. town contains -nwnerous Hiniu temples and ancient edifices_, 
-\vhich are, however, fast hurrying to decay. At the close of the 
Mutiny of 1857:.58,. Tantia Topi, the famous rebel leader, was 
caught between_ two columns oi: British troops in the neighbour
hood of Dausa, when a battle "W·as fought under tho walls .. 

·There is a staging-bunga~ow and dispensary 1naintained by 
the Maharaja ; al~.o an imperial post-office at tho railway
station. · Six fairs are held at the place annually. 

An important nnd thriving town, 42 miles south from J aipur. 
Di _ s!. ~as a mud fort of some strength, and 

g _ · IS surrounded. by a wall of the samo 
material. It is chiefly remarkable for the iJnportant fair 
"Ka.lial'lji," which is held annually, and attended by some 15,000 
pilgrims. . . . 

A considerable town on the Agrn and Ajmer t::unk road, 41 
DUd.s., miles west from J aipur. In the centre of 

. the town is a small but neat citadel, and 
the place is surrounded by a. mud wall. ·There h a dispensary 
with establishment in the town, and a staging-bungalow close by, 
both maintained by the ~Iaharaja. · . 

A thickly-populated town of some importance, 70 miles south 
.· num. from J aipur, possessing; a fort, and sur-

. rounded by a mud wall. It is remarkable 
for the resolute and successful defence which it made a,gainst the 
e:fforts.of Daulat Rao Sindia to take it in A.D. 1809. 

A fortilied·town in the district of Shekawr~ti,·belonging to the 
.. Fa.tehpur. 

Sikar chiefship, a tributary of J aipur, 
situated 145 miles north-west from J aipur. 

Although yet a thriving place, it has lost much of the prosperity 
and vigour which it acquired during the nue of Rao Raja Lachh
man Singh, a former chief of Sikar, who had his residence here. 
There is an imperial post-office. 

J.\. large commercial town on the Agra and Mhow route. 
n· da Its fortifications, which at one time wcro 

m un. considerable, are now fast going.to decay. 
It is remarkable for the important ],lahaJJhir fair which i.s held 
at the place annually, attended by as many as 100,000 pilgrims. 
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There arc nn imperial pos.t-officc and ::t dispensary, the~ latter 
nminbinc<l by the .J aipur Dar bar. · . 

A handsome Dnd flourishing town belonging to the zamin

Isarda. 
dari of one of the principal thakurs of 
tho State, situate near the banks of tho 

river Tian~'is, CO 1nilcs south from J aipur. It lms a. citadel, 
~nd is surrouEded by a wall and moat of considerable pre-,, 
tensions. 

'I he capital of the State, J aipur is situate on the 116,jputana . 

1 
. • State Railway line, and the Agra and · 

'urur. Ajmer trunk road, 149 miles east from 
tho latter, in latitude 26° 56' and longitude 75° 55'. It is the 
1::trge£t tow-n, and the chief. commercial centre. of R.a,jputana ; 
and, having been carefully laid out in comparatively recent tin1es 
l)y a chief of remarkable character, it is in many respects the 
finest of modern llindu cities. The city, which takes its name 
(.J:,iJ3agar or Jaipur) from the famous Maharaja Siwai Jai 
Siugh II, lJy whom it was founded in the year A.D. 1728, stands 
<111 a small plain or basin, conjectured to be. the bed of a lake, 
l1aving on all sides, except the south, where the ranges diverge, 
rugged hills, the summits of which are now at all the import
ant points crowned with forts. At the end o£ the ridge over
banging the city on the north-west, stands the· chief defensive 
\York, Nah3.rgnrh, or the" Tiger Fort," the rock face o£ which is 
Eo scarped us to bo inaccessible on the south, or city side, while 
on the north the ridge slopes towards Amber. A masonry ere-· 
nclatcd -.;vall, averaging in height 20 feet and in thickness 9 
f cct, surrOlmds the whole city. There are seven gateways fur
nished with screen-walls, all built o£ the same pattern, with two 
kWsks above and maehiconlis over the entrance. .At , nearly 
equal distances are bastions and towers, piereed for caiinon, 
while the parapet is loopholed for musketry. The city is remark ... 
able for the regularity and wideness of its streets, and the. 
architectural bca.uty of the mosques, temples, and private resi· 
denccs which n.clorn th.em. From east to west the city is a little 
over two miles in length, and in breadth about one and a quarter 
milo. · It is laid out in rectangular blocks; two wide roads 
eros::; the central one, dividing the city into six equal portions; 
t hcse, ag:1in, m·e intersected at even intervals by streets of 
less ·width, tl1c su1J-division proceeding P":..til at last tho thorough- I . 

fares hccmuc lanc.s •. 'rhe main streets-which are paved, drained, . 
:.:md lighted by gas manufactured outside the city.walls-are 
111 feet in width, the secondary ones 55 feet, and the next 27! 
feet; tho business 1Juildings, and the more important places of 
1rcrship, being in the widest th01·oughfares, the houses ·of the 
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nobility and the citizens in the outlying quarters, while the nfalta
raja.'s palace with it~ pleasure-grounds occupies the central block 
and an area of about one-seventh of the whole town. The city 
is well provided with hospitals, qispensaries, alms-houses, anll 
schools. Goocl drinking-water has also been brought into the city 
by' iron pipes from the Aman-i-Shah river, about four miles o1f, 
thus conferring a great boon on the inhabitants, who had previously 
to bring drinking-water from outside the city. :Por such a largo 
place, very little trade is carried· on, and this is for the ·most 
part confined to banking and exchnnge business. The popula
tion; including that of .the suburbs, is estimated at 140,000. An 
imperial po~t-oflice, a telegraph-office, and the British Residency 

· are. all located outside the· city-walls. There is also a staging
bungalow and a hotel for the benefit of the numerous travellers·· 
and tourists who visit the place . 

. The capital of a tributary (Jaipur) chiefship of the same 
·. Khetri.· name, yielding an annual revenue of over 

.. . Rs. 4,00,000, situated in the Shekawati 
district 'of, the State, 75 miles north from J aipur. It is fortified 
by a citadel of some strength on the summit of a hill1,000 feet 
above the town. · In the immediate neighbourhood are valuable 
. copper mines, capable of being wor~ed to a large extent, the water 
in which is ·rich in sulphate of copper and alum, and in which 
there is a considerable export trade. The place is provided with 
schools (both English and vernacular) and a dispensary. Thoro 
is also an imperial .post-office . 

. ·A pargana ·in the Torawati district of Jaipur bc!onging to 
the chief of, Khetri, on whom it was con
ferred, in· perpetuity, by Lord Lake in 

A.D. 1803, for military services. The town of K.ot Putli, distant 
from J aipur 7 4 miles north-east~ possesses a fort and other defen
sible structures, which were of great importance when held by 
the J\iarathas, before their subjl!gation by Lord Lake. Its annual 
revenue is about Rs. 1,00,000. There is an imperial post-office 

Kot Putli. 

at the town. . 
· - . A large fortified town belonging to the Sikar chiefs hip (a 

L hhm·· h · feudatory of Jaipur), and named after Rao 
· ac a.ngar • Raja Lachhman Singh, a former Sikar 

chief, by whom the place was founded in .A .. D. 1806. It is built 
after the model of the city of J aipur, and contains many handsome 
edifices, occupied princip:llly by the banking class, the chief 
traders of the town. There is an imperial post-office. 

'· An ancient but not a large town, 40 miles west from J aipur; 
Na . a. contains several temples of interest, and 

ram • famous as the head-quarters of the Dadu 
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r~mthis, n religious, t110ugh not very numerous, sect, wl10 profess 
to wor~hip one God unrepresented by an image or without a 
trmple; their sainh, being celibates, n1aintainin~ a succession by 
utloption. J:,ron1 the D{tclu Panthis, the foot-soldiers of the State 
callc:d Na.~as are olJtuined, nun1bering between '~,000 and 5,000, 
and to whose fiddity, daring, and moral influence as soldiers, is 
aJ trihuted tho steadfastness of the general army of the Jaipu.r 
State to the British cause during the l\Iutiny of 1857-58. 

A town in tho SLckawati dependency o~ J aipur, belonging to 
_ . 

1 
h a feudatory thakur of the State, situate 

1
'awa ;;:u • 75 miles north-west from Jaipur, hq,ving a 

yr:nJy re-venue of lls. 75,000. There is an imperial . post-office 
at the place. 

The chief town of a: tribute-paying dependency. of the Jaipur 
State of the same name, 70 .miles south 
from the city of Jaipur; the annual reve~ 

nur, being about Rs. 3,00,000. It is a large fortified town. 
A brg·e, handsomely-built town on the north-west frontier of 

n:uwrarh (Shekawa.ti). th~ State, ·100. miles north-w~st. fr.om 
"' J rupur, possessing the · most · -Imposing 

:1 ppcaranco a.; it is approached from the north. It contains 
m:1uy palatial edifices belonging to wealthy bankers,· by .whom 
it is chiefly peopled. · There is an imperial post-office at.· the 
place. 

A large and flourishing town, the principal place of a zamin .. 
dari of that name held by one of the 1)rin· 
cipal thakurs of· the State, yielding an 

annual revenue of Its. 1,10,000, situate 2,JJ miles from Jaipur. 
The place is defended by a fort of some strength on the summit 
of a hill, at tho base of which the town stands. ·~ 

Uniara. 

S.Imotl. 

A town on the J aipur and Jodhpur border, t~e. joint property 
~ 

11 
of .the two States,. 39 miles south-west . 

~mn- mr. from J aipur. It is principally remarkable 
for its nntiquity and the famous Sambhar salt lake, which is des .. 
crilled in another part of this Gazetteer.- ·In the town itself there 
is nothing of interest. There is an imperial post-office and a 
dispcnsilry, the latter maintained by the joint Dm·bars . 

. A flOluishlng fortified town, on the banks of the Am:ln-i-Shah 
..-:: . river, 7 miles south-west from Jaipur and 
... .-:wg:.111er. 3 n1iles from the Sanganer station of the 

R:1jpl'tt~1na State Railway. Its principal features of interest are 
its te1nplcs and .Jain edifices, one of which is a magnificent strue• 
htrc, ~uid said to be over a thousand years old. The place is fur
ther cclchra.tcd for its dyeing and printing cotton stuffs; the 
water of tho Aman-i-Sh:ih river being said to possess somo· pecu ... 
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liar properties, fn.vorn.ble to the processes. In this trade a largo 
business is done. , - . 

The capital town of a tributary chiefship of that name in tho 
~Lk . Shekawati dependency of the State, 72 
dar: miles north-west from tho city of Jaipur. 

It is a large fortified town. The annual revenue of the estate is 
Rs. 8,00,000. There is an imperial post-office at the town. 

A town of some size 80 miles north from J aipur, in the Shek:i .. 
8. Mni · wati dependency of the State, accurately 

· . · mg . • described by Elphinstone as "a handsome 
. to~ built of stone on the skirts of a hill of purplish rock, about 
6QO feet high., Copper inconsiderable quantities is found in tho 
neighbouring hills, which, until lately, had been worked from. 
time immemorial, the subterraneous galleries being in the aggre
gate many miles in length. The ore is of an inferior description. 
The mines, which are the property of the Khetri chief and which 
at one time yielded considerable revenue, have been: closed since 1872, 
owing, it is said, to the difficulty and expense which was latterly en-

. tailed in working them. There is an imperial post-office at the place • 
. Fairs.-There are in all twenty-three places in the Jaipur 

State where the more important periodical fairs· are held: these 
are tabulated in Appendix A. 
·. Holy-places and .4.ntiquities.-Amongst the more important 
of the numerous shrines and antiquities of the J aipur State may 
be mentioned the following :-

A shrine of great sanctity, on the summit of. a range of hills 
Th Gulta. to the east, and about 1~ mile from the city 

e of Jaipur. The temple, which is dedicated 
to the sun, is. a building of the plainest kind, and contains an 
image of Surya, the" Sun God.'.' . A very :6-ne view of the city 
and suburbs is obtained from this point. Below the platform, on 
the cast side of the range, is a spring, the waters of which, after 
passing several artificial wells and reservoirs, pour over the natural 
rock into the well-wooded valley beneath, in which are gardens, 
shrines, and tanks most picturesquely situated. The water, the 
fall of which is about 70 feet, is held sacred by the Brahmans, 
and the priest in charge of the shrine asserts that it is the true 
Ganges, a pilgrimage to which is quite as efficacious as to the ono 
which flows past Hard war or 13enares. . 
. This is one of the most interesting antiquities of the State. 

The obseryatory, which is at the capital, 
was erected by ~Iaharaja Siwai Jai Singh 

II, _the celebrated "astronomer and mathematician," being the 
largest of five which he provided at J aipur, Delhi, U jain, ~Iathra, 
and :Benares; it has probably not been used since his death, 

Observatory or Jantar. 
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wbich tookJJlacein A.D. 1743. :·The·in~t~men!s~whihh·.~re··!o~' 
the most part built of masonry covered w1th lime;,,U.pon;whi¢hf 
tile gradations were most carefully marked, put now.J~o*ag~ ;,· 
peeled off in places, aro of huge si~. . . · _ .: ··· ··./ . . · .·. J ;. · • :; ·~ 

Silla Devi (the stone goddess) 1s a temple of.·. great ant!qmtyt ;" 
SiliA Deli. :}o~~ed within th~ prec~~ts Qt th~ ¥p~e~. 

;at .A:mber, formerly.thecap1tril oftheS~te;; · 
Here, a goat is daily sacrificed--the substitute;acoor~lllng:to traditi9"n; 
for tho human victim which was formerly offc~ed ~p ~«?thE? ~odd~s··:· 

There iS a shrine of apP!lrently ·great antiqm~ 1g. the ._blW.c~ty~ 
Amberkiswas. 

of Amber, _called Amberkis~ (a-title·pf~, 
Shiva), and from·whicJl, it is ~a.!d~· 4mb~.;· 

takes its name. ,. . ' · . · , . ,.,:"c.: _,.; •· 
The monastery and shrine~. of,the Dad;li Panthi.sect· a.t.N8.;rain~. 

. - N . T l .. -~. 'are of some interest.. The mon:iStecy.. is 31;.; 
_ anuna emp es.' trikin'. · cdifi J th t .. ·: .... , .1. 4-. · s g ce. . n e cen re lS .a:o~e~egan.~ 

pillared hall on a raised platform; whetein ~ deposited;~tpalla-~: 
dia of the faith, the writings: of the founder, and where·~~qarc;ithe ". 
impressions of his· feet arid hi$, bed. · The whole .building- is ofithe:Ji 
finest lL'lkrana marble; its cost'• was supplied by contJ:ibutiqnst~ 
from neighbouring. princes, especially the Maharaja: of· JaipJit. 0 
Next in order is one of three ·cenotaphs of .pure rruirble~.e~ted-;; 
to the memory of Raja Bh6j,~ wh& .feU ... fighting~ .about: ~A.-J?~. · 
16i7, for the Delhi emperor.· · The hero's descendants assert.:.t.})a~· 

: his band was so large. as to require a sword twice •the ordiluuj ~"~izd~ 
. in the handle. One of the most interesting .ribj~Qts :tt~N araina )~:·, 

the mosque; its rear wall rising from, the:pictUre.sq'tle.)~k.e~;- ,:"}:t' __ 
has five rows of ten pillars, carved in .the J1chest'.style:,'of· anc~eiit" 
Hindu art; almost all are unlike in the\1" ·orria.uleD:tatioiis, ;thottgh;f~ 
generally similar in form, being octagon a~ at_ the pase; then passing,~ .. 
into the circle, -and having lotus .. figure dtpitals,Jn ~NsJ instanc.c;;.:,' 
Intltilated 1>y the.lfusalrrv1J;L. ~- They ~are vf!ry simila.r~t<?4hose ,ali:·: 
the Kutb near Delhi, and are believed to be of_ the:,Eiaine ftge -aa}. 
the temple of the" Lord of Joy" (Shiva) in. Sh~ka:w~tilwhic~-~~-~ 
founded in 961 A.D. ··.· '.· ,. . , 1:.· ,: "f: , ~t-~ ;i;i 

1
>·: :.Y(;/'+; 

.Another remarkable edifice 1s . the Trlpolia, ~J;>uiH_.~ aS.<· ,ail: . 
inscription ··upon it shows, in . A.H~ . ·1012;; '·o,r ~-A~D-- , 1Q03~ ;·,, 
1\Iany stones of more ancient Jmilding~ · ,appear t~ ·J~,ay~,; been;,_ 
worked into the mass; but most notable·are t!1e four .p.hgles of.: · 
a ceiling, 7exactly similar to that of the -portico of tli~ #~m_ple of 
Daroli (dedicated to Shiva) near . the f·l\tukundara, P61SS -on the 
Ohambal (depicted at. page 789,. volume;llof Tod's ··Jlajastlian).~ 

Sanganer, situated 7 miles fro_m ~,aipur, bes~des,being p._place~ 
· of· great anttqmty~" possesses~. mapy; :.-~.-~ _.~:. 

. Jain Temples at Sanganer. f . . d ~~ , ~'- '1:.' . 
-specimens o .·ancient -.Hm u ·c.u:IJ:Af~ tue~/ 

more renmrkable of these are its Jaill edifi~~ of whic4,~'th~rn ., . . .. ,.· ,v '·"' ··' .<· 
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nrc several The more impo1iant of these shrines is one of 
great size,· constructed of ni~nble and sandstone, and believed 
to be over a tl10usand years old. Though smaller, it is very 
much similar in style to that of the famous Dilw:ira Jain 
:templeon.)Iount Abu. Europeans arc not admitted into this 

. ·temple beyond the outer entrance. 
. A village situated at the base and on the far side of the range 

· of hills to the eastward of the capital; is a 
· Kho. yery ancient place, famous as the first 

possession of the Kacl1hwaha Rajputs in Jaipur. It contains some, 
·old·temples, a few images, and some ntde but very ancient -wells 
•of tho time of the -:~Iinas before they were subdued by the Raj-
puts. Snake worship has its relic in a stone with a coln·a in relief 
•upon it, outside the gate . 

.A shrine of some antit]_uity and importance, a little over two 
· miles from the capital, where the hnpres-

• " - 'Charanpoop. sions of the feet of Ramchandra, the deified 
ancestor of the J\Inharaja, arc worshipped . 

. .A. place of very great antiquity, about 40 miles north-west from 
-E·. 't v . at. J aipur, and possessing shrines of great age 

arra or au and sanctity. The capital of ~Iatsya (the 
~n:tme by which the tract of country at present forming the J aipur 
State was called some nine hundred years ago), and celebrated in 
the Hindu legcn_ds as the abode of the five Pandus dm·ing their 

. exile of twel ,.e years from Delhi or Indraprastha. llistorians in 
the .seventh century describe Bairat as a town of considerable 
importance, and possessed of ·several Buddhist n10nastmies ; while 
from later historical accounts by_ 1-Iahmutl of Ghazni, who 
invaded the country in A.D. lOOU, it is probable that the kingdom 
of Bairat included the greater part of the present State of J aipur. 

Among holy-places must be mentioned Gehtor, a village in a 
Cenota us· at Gehtor. deep va~ey in the Nahargarh range, north 

P of the City, where the handsome cenotaphs 
of the former rulers of Jaipur, since the time of the great Siwai 

. Jai Singh II, are situated. Among the holy-places and antiquities 
of lesser importance in the J aipur State may be mentioned-

!. The shrine of Banganga. . . 
II. The temple of Simolaji, in Chatsu. 

III. Tho Debdani talao (tank) and temple at Samhhar. 
IV. The temple of Kalianji at Diggi. 

All these arc much frequented by the people of the .J aipur and 
surrounding States. 'l'he architectlual rctnains of Chatstt, which 
are believed to be of great antiquity, are also of some note. 

In addition to the above, there are many shrines and relics 
of antiquity worthy of note in the Jaipnr territory; but no 
detailed information is procurable regarding them. 
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Stati,,litJal Returrt of the undermcntione~ Colleges and Sc!ool8 in t~c Jaipur State for tlte ye!.zr 1874-75. 
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APPENDIX C. 

( 

Statement sluru:ing t!te number of Elementary School8 in tAe Z/las of f~;ptr. 
___ ..___ .. = I 

I 
~ I .. 

~ ... .......... 
~.s 

<3) <+-1 
0 ~ ,.o..; 0 

.. 
So 1 

' 
I t:~ ....... ~- ,._.,; ~ ...... t' 0 ~:;::l RE~l.ns. ZIL.lS AND PABG.L.~A_8. ..0 .0 ~ o:l..d 

s~- s~ .. ~ s~ = 0· ~j 
..... _ =~ 

z~ ~0 z 
' 

---
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llindann ... l f'l 2 94 

Siwai MaJhopur ... 1 r 2 63 

"· Ch.~tsu ... I 1 2 57 

Pargana Ncwai ..... 1 . .. 1 37 
'" 

~Ialarna ... ... 1 1 23 

1\Ialpura I 1 
.,_tt 21)' ... ... 

' 

Dausa ... 1 ... 1 29 

Daswa ... ' 1 .. . 1 35 . 
Dairat ... 1 ... 1 82 

Pnigpura ... 1 ... l '29 

Torawati (Ramghar) ... 1 1 2 . 52 ,. 

Sambhar ... 1 . .. 1 30 

Taluka Sri MadhopUI' ... . .. 1 .... 1 18 

Kot Danawar ... 1 ... 1 28 
, 

· .• 
Toda Rai Singh ·- 1 1 29 ... ... 

' 

Kasba Sanganer ... 1 l 2. 43 

n Amber ... ... 1 1 35 
_., 

Shekawati ... ... ... ... . .. 
Udaipur ... ,, 

1 ... 1 . 30 

Jhunjhnu ... 1 ... 1 73 

Th ikana-ka-Gaon 8 1 
., 

9 82 ... 
~ " Total ... 22 11 33 844 

!lf .. 
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APPENDIX D. 
Statement sltowin!J the number o.f ltlalduba and Chal8ala8 in the JaiprtY 

territory partially supported l!J the JUj • 

. 
~ Total number of 

LocALITIXS. II! ..g - Pupils. «! 
~ <n 3 ,.t4 -«! 

c(j 

~ 6 0 

·~ -

Siwn.i Jaipur . . . ... . .. 4·! 91 135 1,30:1; 
,. 

Zila Jaipur ... ... . .. 2 39 41 702 

, Hindauri ... ' ... . . . . .. 7 7 113 

Siwai :rtfadhop-llr ... ... ... 1 8 9 2oa 

Chatsu . . . ... ... ·-· . 8 8 lg7 

:rtfalarna ·· ... ... . .. 3 13 16 299 

Dausa ... . . . .. . l 23 . 24 419 

Baswa ... ... - . .. 1 15 16 305 

Torawati ... ... ... 2 '29 31 1,137 

Pargana Sambhar ... ... ... 3 3 82 

Zila Ganga pur . . . ' ... .. . 2 15 17 309 

Lalsot ' 6 6 273 
" 

... ... .. . ... 
JJ Toda Bhim ... ... .. . 1 6 7 139 

.. 

" 
Shekawati ... ' ... . ... 7 31 38 1,070 

:\Ialplira ... . . . . .. . .. 8 8 273 

FaO'i 0 ... ... . .. 1 4 5 138 

Bairat ... . .. ... ... 5 5 79 

Kot Kasim ... t.. l • •• 1 2 3 47 

Total 0 •• ... 66 313 379 7,061 

-
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GAZETTEER OF JESAL~IER. 

GEOGRAPHY. 

Boundaries and .A1·ect.-The State of. Jesalmer lies gcneraJly 
l)('twrPn latitude 2cr 5' and 28° 2,;t' north, and longitude 69° 30' and 
72" GO' cast; its greatest length, east and west, being 172 miles, and 
greatest breadth, north and south, 136 miles. It is of the shape 
of au irrPgular oval, tho longer axis being 215 miles lying north
cast and south-west. It is bounded on the north by Bhawalpur, on 
the cast by Bikanir and ~Iarwar, on the south by !Iarwar, and on · 
tho \Yc~t by Sind. The area of the State is 16,4Lt7 square miles .. 

Cm~figuration.-The country is almost entirely a sandy desert, 
except in the portion north and south of the town of J esalmer, 
which is very stony, being a continuation of the hills of Barmer 
in !Iallani. These extend about 40 miles north ·of the city,"with 
a hrca<lth of 10 or 12 miles. Due east from J esalmer there is 
nlso rocky ground indicated by stone hills appearing at intervals in 
the sanJ as far· as Pokaran and Phalodi in J\Iarwar. Near·the city 
the ground is very stony, with comparatively little sand and no 
alluvial soil. Low ridges of limestone rock, n1any m~es in length, 
run parallel to each other, with a gentle inclination so as to form 
long valleys between their ridges; but even in these valleys there , 
is little arable soil. There are here and there numerous hills of 
sandstone, of a dark color, flat topped, and entirely destitute of · 
Yegetation. The general aspect of the country is an interminable sen, 
of sanclhills of all shapes and sizes, mingled in inextricable confu
sion, some rising 150 feet above the general level of the country; 
those in the western IJortion of the country are occasionally 
co,-ered with phog (calligonum) bushes, in the eastern with 
large tufts of grass. The western portion of .the country around, 
and to the south of Shahgarh, is one of the most desolate tracts 
tlmt can 'mll be seen; i; the ordinarv desert the sandhills arc 
clothed to a certain extent with shr;bs and coarse grass" and 
around the villages these afford pasture for the flocks and herds ; 
hut in this part there are large extents of shifting sand, locally ·. 
tenned " dr::wns." These vary in size from two or three miles 
across to ten or twelve, and on them there is no· trace of vegeta .. 
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tion, and their surface 'is eYer changing, ns tho wind heaps tho 
sand into hills, or scoo11s into deep hollows ; they arc verv difficult 
to cross, the path sl1ifting daily. The inhabitants say that they 
arc travelling slowly northwards; they swallow up and oecupy a 
large portion of the country, depriving the inhabitants of much 
of their wretched pasture-ground, and causing the1n to he poorer, 
and to haYe a harder struggle for life than the rest of their 
fellow-subjects. Their chief .subsistence is milk, with a little 
bajri, which they obtain from Sind, or exchange for sheep. The 
stony sections are two: one would be comprised within a line 
dra:\Yn from Vinjarai on the southern frontier, through the villaO'es 
of Khaba, Kathori, and ~Iohangarh to the border villaO'e 

0 
of 

Chalim, north-west bv north of Pokaran in ~Iarwar; the s~contl 
·section would be between the ~Iarwar. frontier to the south-cast, 
· and a line drawn from the above-mentioned villa~e of Chalim, 
in a north-eastern direction through Nok to the '""'border of tltc 
Dikanir State. The west Qf the State is a vast expanse of sanu in 
enormous waves, covered with a very scanty vegcta tion and very 
thinly populated. A country could hardly present a more dc~olate 

· appearance; the villages are few and far apart, and consist gene
. rally of some circular huts, or " wigwams," collected round a 1'fcll 

of brackish water. Towards Thanoli and the western por·tion of 
the country there is little, if ·any, cultivation. In the cast, ne~r 

-' the large villages of Nok, Bikampur, and Barsalpur, there arc 
many fields in the valleys formed by the sandhilJs where, when 
the season is fa-rorable, the inhabitants grow jowar and bajnl. 
In several places there is a kind of sandstone and inferior lime
stone which comes to the surface in the vallevs. All over the 
country, water is scarce, and generally bracki;h. The wells are 
very deep; one recently measured by an officer of the Great Trigo
nOinetrical Survey of India, at the village of Chanria, 32 rnilrs 
south-east o~ the capital, was 490 feet deep. ~lost of the Tillages 
have small ponds, in which the rai?-water collects, in a good 
season sufficient to last for seven or e1ght months ; but as a rule, 
owing to the scanty rainfall, the supply fails in.from four to six 
months; the nllages have then to obtain their water from lonrl' 
distances (16 to 18 miles); the poorer classes, who cannot afford 
to get their 1\ater from a distance, drink the brackish water (a 
well or two of which every village possesses), n1ixing 1lith it a 
little" dahi" (curds), the acidity of·which, in a n1easnre, count('r
acts the brackishness of the water. The axer~gc depth of wells is 
said to he ~bout. 250 feet. In the eastern portion of the country 
each village has its tankas, or circular holes in the ground l~1w~l 
with fine polished chunan1, in 1rhich the water collcets during the 
rains, and_ is kept for use when other suppFcs fail. 
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StJdi'City of Waler.-Tho rainfall is very scanty indeed, and 
water is not only -rery far below the surface, but is Yery scarce, 
except n.t a few favored localities. In the sandy desert, water can· 
genprrtlly he obtained if wells are dug; but in some portions of 
the stony desert, especially in the north-eastern corner of the 
State, it is so far below the surface that the springs_ cannot be 
tap1wcl 1Jy wells, and the nature of the surface-soil is such that it 
i~ cxtrcn1cly difficult to prevent drainage-water collected in tanks 
frmn being absorbed by the soil. For instance, between the villages .. · 
of J3;lp and Ch:ilin1, a distance of nearly 40 miles, there is but one 
dllag-e at which water can be obtained during the hot season, 
alHl during years of drought even the tank of that locality dries 
up an<l the whole tract is deserted. . The excavation of a ·well 
'.ras nit<'mpted in this part of the State. It was dug to a depth 
of nearly f.iOO feet ·without tapping the' springs, and was at last 
:-tbantloned in despair when a stratum of sand was reached. It 
m:1y he imagined that, in such a .country, salinity of soil would be 
rare, awl, in fact, traces of salt are only met with at the two oases 
where depressions occur and water is near the surface. · . . 

Soils.-.Almost the whole of the soil of Jesalmer. may bo 
tlcscrilx·d as sandy, which is even favorable to some grains, 
uotal>ly to bajra, of which good crops· are grown. The capital 
of J csaln1cr is built on a hill which furnishes a limestone more 
Yalu:-tlJle titan even the red sandstone of ~Iarwar: it is of a dull 
yellow color, ancl takes an imperfect polish, . but is good fo~ 
lithographs. rn1crc is another variety of yellow limestone with. 
lart;'e qn:::utities of a substance like red ochre blended ·with it, 
produced at IIabur, a few miles from Jesalmer, and there arc pits 
of a yellow unctuous clay resembling fuller's-earth,. or nutltant 
mdti. • · . 

11 ircrs and La J.:es :-There are no perennial streams iri J esaln1er, 
antl but t,,yo sn1all rivers-one called the Kahni, the other Lathi-· 
ka-Ntttli; the forn1cr takes its rise fron1 water accumulating during 
the 1nousoon in low ground belonging to the villages of Kotri~ 
G:-tlmra, and Lutab::ma, and, after flowing a distance of 28 miles, 
spreads over a brge space of flat ground and fonns a lake, or jhil, 
c::tllcd the Bhuj jhil. Very occasionally, when there :is an excep
tionally brge r:1 in fall, this rive1· deviates from its usual course, 
ncar a -village called K.ulclhana, and, passing by that of Lodorva, 
empties it8elf on what is locally known as a "Rinn," or flat salt
marsh, l.J1 or lG 1nilcs l_1eyond Bh_{Lj ; here the water soon dries 
up ar .. d c:-tn be turned to no account, the soil of the Rinn being 
unfit for culth-ation. . . 

The Lathi-ka-K adi issues fron1 jfu.rwar and has two branches :. 
~ one rising ncar, and passing by, a village of l\Iarwar, the Rinn, 

w 
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or salt-mnrsh of .~.\resur and village of Thuri, where it dw.n(l'es 
its name to" Rupa-ku-Bhalu ;" the other branch rises near, :nd 
passes by, the village of Bhangti of l\Iarwar, and O"rer the fla.t 
grounds of Jfnj. It is joined by the other branch nbout eight 
miles to the cast of Lathi, and, flowing on about 24 miles to the 
west, spreads over som~ low fiat ground near the village of 
1\Iohangarh, covering sometimes a space of ground 20 to 30 miles 
in extent. This river has, howeyer, had no water in it sinte 18~5, 
when the people tell of a very heavy rainfall. 

· Climate and Bainfall.-The climate of J esalmer is essentially 
dry and healthy, akin to that of l\Iarwar; epidemics are of rare 
occurrence; people seem to suffer chiefly· from feyer, spleen, and 
skin-diseases, guinea•worm, and small-pox (which is, of course, 
endemic). There is a saying that neither mud, musquitos, nor 
malaria is to be found in these regions. As regards temperature, 

. the heat is greatest in the months of l\Iay and June, and hot 
winds .prevail with much violence. As soon as rain falls, the wea
ther_ becomes cool and pleasant ; the coldest times are from the 

-middle of December to the middle of February, when the ther
momenter falls very low, with a good deal of frost and ice. In 
January, the thermometer· always reads below freezing-point 
during the night; the lowest recorded temperature at Tiarsalpur 
was 18° on the 23rd January •. No observations on the rainfall or 
temperature have ever been registered, but the former is very
scanty indeed; in 1875, for instance, there were only two rainy days. 

HISTORY • 

. The J adon Bh~tti Raj puts ·are of very ancient lineage ; 
they claim descent from the Yadu or Jadon kings, whose power 
was great in India at a \ery remote period of its history, Yadu 
being the patronymic of the descendants of Bhuda, the progPnitor 
of the" Somayans::t" (the Lunar or Indu race). .According to the 
ancient chronicles of Hindustan, Praga (the present AllahalJad 
on the Ganges) was the cradle of the race, after which ~Iath1.1ra 
(~I uttra on the . J umna) remained the sent of pm;rer for a long 
period. On the death of Hari Krishna, the deified leader of the 
J adons from who~ the Bhatti Raj puts claim lineal descent, the 
tribe became dispersed; many of them abandoned Hin<lushin, 
among them two of the sons of Krishna, who procc.cdcd northward 
bey.ond the Indus m;d settled there. ~om~ time after this,. one of 
thell' descendants bemg defeated and killed m a lxtttlc the tr1be was 
driven southward into the Papjab, where Salbalian, son of Guj, 
fou;nded a town called after his name, and conc1uerccl the whole 
region. His grandson was nam~d Bhat~i; he :was a great warri?r, 
and conquered many of the ne1ghbourmg pnnces, and from lum 
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the patronynlic was changed, and the tribe was thenceforth dis .. 
tin,~uishcd by his name. Shortly after this, the tribe was again 
driven southward by the king of Ghazni, and, crossing the Sutlej, 
found refuge in the Indian desert, which was henceforth to be 
their home. 'fhis traditional account may represent in outline 
the early migrations of the Bhatti tribe; which may be supposed · 
to lwxe entered India from the north-west under heroic leaders 
nm\· deified as the sons of Krishna, and to have been settled for· 
some time in the Panjab. One of the grand expeditions of liah- . 
nlt'id of Ghazni (1004-5 A.D.) was· against the city of Bhattia,.., 
also called Bhera, ·which 1)Iace is now said to have been on the left 
bank of the Jhelum, opposite the Salt Range ; and there can be 
little doubt that Bhattia was, or had been, in the dominion of the 
l3hattia Rajputs. l\Ir. E. Thomas considers that the four 'last 
Ilindu kings of Kabul (before the _Ghaznevides) may have been 
Bluittia Hajputs. It may be taken as certain that the Bhattias 
'rere driven into the desert by the conquests of the J\Iusalmans 
on the north and west; that they maintained constant warfare on. 
both borders for many generations with the liuhammadans ; and 
that they gradually subdued or drove out the rival tribes or clans 
wh01n they foundin the territory which theyoccupied,ofwhomone, 
the Sodas, appear to have been very strong; their. head-quarters are 
now further westward towards Umarkot. Their head-quarters 
appear to have been placed successively at Tumoli, Deorawal, 
and J csalmcr : the two first named places still .. exist, the last is 
n(JW the State's capital. Deorawal was founded by Deoraj, a 
fmnous }Jrince o.f the Bhatti family; shortly after his birth in 836, 
his father and all his kinsmen were treacherously murdered by 
the Bnrahas, a neighbouring tribe, he alone being saved by the 
stratagem of a jogi, a Hindu religious :mendicant. Deoraj 
bccmnc a great warrior, and established the power of the Bhattis 

.firmly in this desert tract; the title of Rawal also commenced· 
lrith hin1, and he is counted as the real founder of the J esalmer 
family. The Bhattis gradually extended their possessions south
ward, and many of them became great freebooters, a character 
they have continued to bear ever since. In 1156, J esal, the sixth 
in sucecssion from Deoraj, founded the fort and city of Jcsalmer · 
on a low l'idge of sandstone hills, and made it his capital, as being 
1nore secure than his former residence, Lodorva, which was in 
the open plain. Subsequent to the founding of, J esalmer there 
1Yas a succession of warlike princes, who were constantly engaged 
in battles and raids, and their taste for, freebooting proved most 
disastrous, for, on two occasions, viz., in 1291 and shortly ·after .. 
w·ards, the Bhattis so enraged the emperor Ala-ud-din that the 
imperial anny was despatched ag~inst them, and conquered and . 
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sacked the fort anll, city of Jcsaln1cr, so that for son1c time it 
re1naincd completely deserted. . 

· In the sixteenth century we hear of tho Turkoman g-oveJ•:nor 
of Umark~t, .un(~er the Aryhan clynusty, marrying 1hc daughter 
of the Bhath chief of Jesalmcr; and the ~on of this maniage, 
I~hani Zaman, was a distinguisl1ed general of his thne in Siwl, 
which was then on friendly political terms with ;Jcsalnwr. 'fhe 

· BluHtis seem to have formed alliance ·with the Sind Amirs 
ngain5.t the Rahtors, who undou~te~ly pressed them seriously, untl 

· considerably interfered with their ancient territorial dominion. 
Aiter this, there is nothing ~special to record till the tin1.J of 
Hawal Sabal Singh, the twenty;fifth prince in succession to J e~.alji, 
which tnarks an epoch in the Bhatti history, in that he acknow
ledge<l the supremacy. of the Delhi emperor, Shahjehan, anll 
was the first of the Jesalmer princes who held his domin]qns iu 
subordination to. the empire. The Jesalmcr chiefs luul now 
aiTived at the height of. their power; their territory extencled 
north to the Sutlej, and ·included the whole of the province of 
Bhawalpur, westward to the Indus, and to the east· and south 
included many districts subsequently annexed by the Rahtors and 
incorporated in )farwar and Bikanir; but, from this time to the 
accession of Rawalliulraj, the seventh ruler in succession frmu 
Sabal Singh, the fortunes of the State rapidly declined, and n1ost 
of the outlying provinces were wrested from Jesalmer. Raw::-~1 
~lnlrnj succeeded in 1762; during his .life-time the State was 
virtually governed by the n1inister Salin1 Singh, who was guilty 
of great cruelty and oppression. ~lulraj was the first chief of 
J esalmer with whom the British Government entered into political 
relations ; the treaty was concluded in 1818. Since the death 
of l\Iulraj in 1820; there ha-re been no stirring e-vents in· 
J csain1er. He :was succeeded by his grandson Gaj Singh, who 
died in 1846, and his widow .adopted Ranjit Sing-h, nephew of 
Gaj Singh. The present chief, ~Iaharawal Bniri Sal, brother of 
Ranjit Singh, succeeded in 186:t, having been adopted by the 
widow of the late chief l\laharawal Ranjit Singh, who died 
without heirs. · 

·.Account of Bulin!] Family ancl dominant Classes, and form oj 
Gm:ermnent.-The present ruler of Jesalmer is llis Highness the 
~Iahar~nral Bairi Sal, by caste a J a don Bhatti llajput, and aged 
hn.'nty-seyeu years. The family to which the chief belongs is 
accep~ed as the eldest of the whole clan, and the ch:iefship is helcl 
lJy right of direct lineage trom the original founder and the deified 
ancestor of the J adons. 

The constitution is very much the satne as that of the neigh
. bouring State of 31arwar, but 1)erhaps it is nwre of a tribal 
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suzerainty than even. that of liarwar; but differing in this reS• 
pcct, that the~Bluittis are divided into numerons groups which 
do not, as in l\Iarwar, spring frmn one recognized ancestry; 
for instance, there are lialdotis, Kailuns, Bursungs, Pohurs, and 
Tejnwtahs-all BluUtis, and probably branc4es of the same stock, 
but not hound togethe1· by such close blood-ties ·as the Rahtors, 
:Many of tl~e tribal chiefs, though acknowledging the l\:'faharawal 
as their suzerain, are, to a great extent, ·independent, insomuc,h 
Hmt they pay nothing to. their suzerain for their estates, which 
in some cases are equally divided amongst all the sons, whilst in 
others the eldest son succeeds, and the younger b1-anches obtain 
only sn1all portions of land as their inheritance. The Bhattis 
retain their Hindu notions, though with some degree .of ~xity~ 
from their intercourse with the Muhammadans on the northern 
and western frontiers. The districts are' governed by. Mkims, 
who have, however, but little real power in the thakurs' estates. 

The administrative.sub-divisions are twenty-four in number .. 
Mmuif'acture .-The only articles of domestic manufacture 

worth notice are the fine woollen cloths and coarse blanketing, 
which arc largely worn. Sheep are much kept, and the wool is 
woyen into excellent blankets, coarse flannels, and (with the finest 
thread) into pagri.Y, or head-cloths, of a curious texture. The 
coarse hair is spun into twine and twisted into ropes. · 

THE LAND. 

Principal Orops.-Throughout Jesalmer, only rain-crops such 
as h:ijra, jowar, mota til, &c., are grown; the. soil being light 
and sandy, good crops of bajra are produced after a very slight 
fall of rain. Spring-crops of wheat, barley, &c., are~ very rare. 
'I' he only articles for which J esalmer claims a speciality are onions, 
her fruit, and roses . 

... {r;ricullure.-The remarks under this head in the Marwar· 
Gazetteer apply equally to Jesalmer. . One . crop only. is 
prodnced-sowings of wheat in very small·patQhes. The ploughs 
used arc very light, and just scratch the sandy soil after the first 

· rainfall, in June, when the seed is sown broadcast, camels being 
often used for drawing the plough. · r: · 

Irrigation.-O·wing to the very scanty fall of rain, irrigation is 
almost unkno·wn in J esalmer. . 

Land-Revenue.-!£ wheat or gram is e~cr grown, the Darbar 
takes from. the cultivators from a fourth tola sixth share, and if 
the rain-crops, such as bajra, mot, til, &c., from a seventh to an 
eleventh share of the produce. There are three different ways of 
collecting the Darbar share of the outturn: one called '' kankhut," 
which signifies estimating the value of a standing crop, and thus. 
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determining the reS:(lCCtive amount 'of the< Darbar's and cultiva-
' tor's shares; n. second that of cnlculating the -ralue of n. crop, 
after it is cut, but before the grain is threshed out; this is locally 
known by the term "karl kitnta ;" a third practice is to divide 
the grain into shares after it is threshe<.l out; this is called "latta." 

-In addition to the share taken by the Darbar from the cultivator, 
·there are the following other demands :-The dewan for the time 
being; the kunwaria, or man who looks after the crops in the 
interests of the Dar bar; the kamdar of the kuthar, or grain store, 
and the Maharawal's water-supplier-are all entitled to a portion 
of the yield from the raydt. This generally averages half as much 
as is ta~en by, the State; for instance, supposing the outturn to be 
100 maunds, and the Darbar share is an ~leventh, then 9 maunds 
go to the ruler, 4-l to the officials above mentioned, anll 86k 
malinds to the cultivator; shorild the State demand be a seventh, 
it will get 14 maunds, the officials 7 maunds, and the cultivator 
79 maunds. J agirdars take from such of their tenants as are of 
the ordinary cultivating class two rupees rent for as much land 
as·ihey can cultivate with one pair of bullocks in one pbce. As 
regards other· tenant;s, especially the fighting cbss, or men carrying 
arms, such.as Rajputs, &c., jaglidars allow them to till as 1nuch 
land as they like, rent-free, and these men have, in return, to do 
service for the jagirdar; out, on occasions of deaths or n1arriagcs in 
the landlord's family, such tenants pay mota (fees) consisting 
of cash; or a camel, horse, or bullock, according to their means. 
The same custom as regards landlord and tenant prevails 'in 
villages held as charitable grants, with the exception that the 
class of men bearing arms are not exempt frmn Jlaymcnt of 
two rupees.. for as much land as they can cultivate with one pair 
of bullocks . 

. Land-Tenures.-There are 461 villages in the State of 
Jesalmer, of which 229 are fiscal, 71 held by jagirdrLrs, 32 as 
charitable grants, 11 under "patta," or title-deed, 100 in bhum, 
and 9 for services performed to the State. There are no zamin
dars in the State ;-the Dar bar's and jagirdars' dealings with their 
tenants as regards land-revenue are very simple, and have already 
been described.. There are two classes of jagirdars in J esalmer : 
one holding their estates on what is called the "basi" tenure, 
,that is, in perpetuity; these jagirdars pay nothing whatever to the 
Darhir, either in the way of rent or service. The other tenure 
-is th11t of patta, or title-deed; the holders of these estates retain 
them at the pleasure of the ruler, but pay nothing. .A third 
·~enure has lately come into practice by which villages are given 
for a single life. Estates bestowed as charitable grants arc held 
~'l perpetuity, and the holders of them are exempt from payment 
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of any kind. 'When a jagirdh· holdillg an estate ·1n perpE1tuity' , 
dies, the Dar bar does not issue a new pat ta, or deed, to the · ~14est~:,. 
son. The profit obtained from tho soil is divided ·equally betweenJ 
all the sons, if there happen to be more than·one ;. so .. long ~s, all ,· 
ngree together, this systen1 is well .. enough, but it -~is,·.·.most : 
frequently a fruitful source of grievous quarrels.· If.a dispU:~ takes c 

place, a division of the land is made, either by frienQ.ly ~nitration,· 
or by order of the Dar bar. Suppose -there are four: ·sons, :ea~h •. 
can cultivate as much land as he likes; and the gain is 'his. alop.e ;;·: 
but if. others cultivate, then the produce ·is ·equalJy. d;istributed, 
amongst the four brothers;. the eldest gets no ext~ s~re. . Thia . 
system continues from generati~n to generation, and;· in:,.;some. 
instances now, a man's share in the landis very small indeed,;:-:, Thi~ · · 
custmn prevails principally amongst· thos~ BMttis, desceridanta: 
of 1\Iahara wal Kait Singh, who reigned. about eleven. generations_" 
ago, a1nongst whom the chief tM.kurs are Jinjiniali, Baru•tltindur~i''' 
Dangri, and Sitnaia~ .Amongst t~e ~an. 3Jl~·~ursingh·· :S~tis,~; 
descendants of llaharawal KalunJi, the eldest son gets th~ estate, . 
and if be has any brothers, they::are allowed~to cultivate as much: .. ' 
land;tas ther can themselv~s, rent-free, or, they. may,.:em.ploy one;·. 
or two cultivators and cultivate throug~ t1:tem, paym~ ,nQ .rent~;,; 
A.1nongst the tMkurs of J esalmer With· whom . this:. custom .i 
prevails are those of Bikanpur, Barsalpu.i", Girasir;·Sir,da,.;~c. ,,.:In', 
blnl.m tenures, a tax of from o~s. and a quart~r to~ o~e:'ltll~ u; half.., 
rupees is levied from each holder of a tenure,: he havmg·tn perfo:mf. · 
service for the Dar bar when called. u:eon, for which hec receives, · 
payn.1ent. Sasun villag~s ~re.he}d b.Y,Char~, Bhats, and~ .Swamis; 
the ~Iaharawal has no..JurisdictiOn m these-villages,·and,,i{_;any~one 
comnutting a crime flle.s to any of· them for. refuge, -Ji~:.:fi.n.ds ~· . 
sanctuary. · · ! .·'; ·. · : · · 

.. ,._(' 

PoPULATION. ·.· , 

Proprietary and Cultivating Olasses.~Th.e'}>l'QPriet~ey classe~;·:. 
are the Darbar and the_ jagirdars; the- cultivating:\are J4ts~< 
Bishnavis, and Reb:iris,' amongst. the ~dus; 'large nuinbers ·. o£. 
liuhammadans also cultivate. · . \ _ ~ . . ._,, ... >:, ·,· · 

Population.-No census of the. population haVing··ever:_been ·· 
taken, an approximate idea can only .be given.' .It· .has been 
estimated that the entire population of the State does~not· exceed 
72,000 souls, which gives only 4·37:'to the square mil~·; of these, 
43,500 are said to be ~indus, 26,000 liuhammadans, and 2,500;, 
Jains. · . · ,,. · ..... , · . , · ·· .. , .-\ . ,.. -"' . ··;·.~.· 

Castes, Clans, and Tdbes.-:-Thakurs, or . heaqs .of · Ra.j:p-Q.t. · 
families, come first amongst. the population in· :the ·Jesalm.er,. 
territory; next to them are .13hUmias ; .. : thenpther, Rajputs whqr: 
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take concubines; mfd, lastly, the ehakars, or scrn1nts of the Statt\, 
and Gujars: 'rho Ita,jp(Lts of Jcsalmer are dividPd into the 
following gots· :-Bhatti, Rahtor, Puar, Salunk.i, 'ranwur, Chohan, 
Purihar, Sesodia, Khichi, and Jhab. Dillerent kimls of llr:'tlunans 
are as follows :-Pushkurna, Sirmoli, J 6shi, Hajgar or Kesuria, 
Paliwal, anti Gojurgor. The ~Iahajans are divided into the follo-w
ing classes :-Agarw:l.l, ~Iahesri, Oswal, and Bhattia. In addition 
to the above, the population of the country is cotnpriscd of peo
ple of the usual castes-Charans, Bhats,· Aroras, Loldnis, lJho
Juks, Sumirs (goldsmiths), Juts, Bishnavis, Hcb:iris, Shamis, 
Gosains, J utis, S:idhus, Khatris, l\I:ilis, Kalals, D~ll'zis (tailors), 
Kh:itis (carpenters), Silawuts (masons), Kfnnhars (potters), 
N ais (barbers), Baris, Lakheras, Kal:iigurs, :lliochis, ]Jcs::mtis, 

.Dhobis, Jagris,_and Odes. The ~Iuhammadans o_f Jesalmer, cOin
}Jrising somewhat more than a third of the whole population, 
are divided· into 7G classes; Bauris, Bhils, Gururas, )Jegwal~,. 
and Khabruks (sweepers) form the lowest castes in the country. 

Religion.-_ Of the population of Jesalmcr, the worshippet·s. 
of Sukti (Suktas), the female principle -locally known a'l Dcd 
].futs, form by far the larger proportion of the IIindus; it heing
calculated that they number about 31,000. The followcl:S or' 
Vishnu are sajd to "be 4,500, Shivites 3,500, Jains 2,000, low 

·:castes 5,000, and Muhammadans, as stated before, 2G,OOO. There 
are altogether GS temples belonging to the followers of Yislmu,. 
24 to Shivites, 37 to the Suktas, and 19 Jain tem}1les, of wl1ieh 12 
are situated in the city of J esalmer and 7 in the districts. 

State of Society .-The head of society of the State is of cour~e 
the ~Iaharawal, ·who vossesses an annual income of a little o-ver
one lakh of .l·upees. 'l,he family deity of the rulers of J esalmer is 

. Swanjiaji, a goddcs~ to whom there are several temples rrcetetl 
in the State. Swanj means a spear, and the legend of the 
household deity of the Bh:ittis is as follows :-In the time of Sri 
Krishen, the ruler of Maghadeo, the country now known as Behar, 
was named J-lua Sanclh. He had in his possession a spear which had 
been given to him lJy the gods. It was such a rcmarka1Jle wenpon 
that it never failed to kill any one against whom it 1-\·as directed. 
All the J:idon cbn --were much afraid of this spear, ~o th('Y appliecl 
to Kalka Devi on the sulJject. Kalka Devi, taking the forn1 c,f 
seven women, went to J1ua S::mdh, and, by deceit or treachery, 
obtained the spear from him, and ga-ve help to the J :idons; ever 
since, the J :idons have worshipped the goddess Kalka under the 
name of Swanjihiji, or taker of the spear; the name has now 
become corrupted to Swanjiaji. 

The principal th:i kurs of J esalmer are-(1) the Itao of Bikmn
pur, (2) Rao of Bar~alpur, (3) thakur of Jinjiwali, (4) tlu1kur of 
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Baru, (5) thakur of Riridur, (6) thakur· of ·9yam:~;(7~ tli~ o~· .. 
Girnjsur, (8) tbakur of Dangri, (9) thakur ··of Sirda~ Amop.gsti:. 
the official classes of Jesalmer are Sah ]fehtas (Osw~ls) and' 
Tawari J\Iel1tas (~I:ahasuris); these families are mtisahibs; and hold 
hereditary posts of importan6'e under the. Dar bar; all de:wans, of', 
tho State nro selected from the latter class~ -Sah 1\Iehtasr·generrilly• 
hold posts as· accountants. Men, of. the Purohit,,(Byas, ''and· 
Acharaj castes are likewise entrusitd with important , ditties~·:" 
Half-a-century since, t!e thriving- class . o,f Paliwal' ~hmans··: 
occupied many large. villages in the districts · abprl.t the·capitali. 
b.ut they were all compelled to f?~~ke ~heit ho~~~ by' ~h~ ~xac~~, 
tlons and tyranny of the then rmmster:Zalim Smgh; 'bare ·wall~~. 
and roo~ess houses are now t.h;e only•J'estiges~f ~h~s.¢ .. ~a~e~~.: 
Th~ marn part of the p9pulatiO:tl .le~ a·: :wanderm~ , life;· graz1n.~-- · 
!heir flocks and .herds. A large port1on_9f t. he gra1~ con~~ed 1~•-. 
unportcd from Bmd; as. a_ general rule,·:the populat~on canno~ .be.·. 
considered prosperous, and women wearing ornaments byeri\ of the' · 
simplest descript~on arc ~rely se~n. · ~· , . . · · · . . " ">. :, ,. : . ··.:·: .;. 

0CC'ttpations .-The Megwals (a ~ow caste) _of the countg ,lnak~· 
luis, or blankets of sheep's wool; goats' and camels' hail ·1s :;Used~· 
for small bags and druggets; girths for cainel-~ddlcs are. :iiladeJ··· 
of sheep's wool; the stone of the country affords materialfor. 
cups and platters. · There are no other manufactures. ~<A. great · 
numbyr o\ the inhabitants _are graziers, .. ~d. ~eep large ;herdS of 
camels, horned cattle, sheep, and goats; 1t Is sa1d that from. 10,000' 
to 12,000 goats and 4,000 to' 5,000 sheep _are annually sold;. white~.~ 
bullocks in considerable numbers arcis exported. Camels are chie:fly ; 
bought by people of the country, there- being;little or J;l.O export of .. 
these auim.als. The principal trade of J esalmer is in :-wool, ghee, -~ 
camels, cattle, and sheep, all of which -find. a ready_-:;m~rket ~n- ·. 
Guzerat and Sind. Grain, sugar, foreign ·clot!! pieces• ;~arid other · 
:miscellaneous articles form the. chlef imP9~~; ~ileit~et looal~ , 
manufactures nor local crops suffice for· local wantfi.: Some' of the ;., 
people wear English cloth, but most of them usci,rcoimfry. cloth~_.'' 
Country cloth is prepared _by the M.egwals·: and ·:Muhammadan''· 
w~vers. lien of all ,professions get eight annas_ a day~or,thei:r 
daily labor, and their monthly pay varies from four :to c eight . ' ' ' . : '-~ . . . ~ ' . rupees. · •r:::. \' •, . 

'.... ---~' ,, ,.,-
• . ADMINISTRATION.· :, .. - - : ' · , ·, (·t 

• ·. . ' '•; ' . . ·:··. ·, • .: .,_ i. ' '·. . :-, :_?·· 
Judicial Systam.-There is orie. civil court<. at -Jesahner;· 1 

Criminal cases are disposed of by the dewan at the cnpital, and in(· 
the interior by the hakims of the districts.· The Maharawal alone: 
has tho _power of life and death. · . · '· - .. ·• '' ·· : · · · . . .·, 

Jail.-There ·is no regular jail at J esalmer; prisoners a:r~~;~ 
X. . ,:y 
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·confined in tho fort, or in such places as the authorities may 
select for them. · · . 

Police.-The Maharawal has a force which may be calle<l one 
of police rather than anything else, consisting of G:Jl infantry, 
375 of whom are generally on duty at the capital and 27G 
in the district; of the latter, many are mounted on camels, the 
nnimn]s ord.inarily• used for purposes of locomotion in those 
sandy tracts.. The cavai.y number 155, which are equally 
distributed between the capital and 'tho outlying parg~nas; 
of these 40 are Sikhs ~ the rest of the force, both infantry and 
cavalry, nre natives of Rajputana, or of the bordering district of 

. Sind. Theso men are· armed chiefly with the ordinary matchlock, 
sword, shield, or spear of the country; but have no drill or ll.is .. 
cipline; they are, however, very good as police. . 

Education.-Education is at -n very low ebb in tho State. 
· Gov~rnment schools there are none. J U.tis (Jain· priests) arc the 

chief school·niasters, but their teaching is very elementary. · 
~ 

COMMUNICATIONS. 

Th~re are no made roads nor staging-bungalows in Jesalmer, 
. but the following are the principal routes :- . 
I.:-From J csalmer to Jodhpur-

Bas!J.D.pur 11 miles. 
Chandan . . . 16 , 
'Lathi •. . 13 ,1 
Udhan.ia •. . 12 , ~farwar) 

On this route carts can travel; wa~er (though not very good) 
and supplies plentiful . 

. !I.-From Jesalmer to Bikanir-
Basanpur ••• • ••. 11 miles. 

16 " 
14 " 
14 " 
18 " 

Chandan .•• 
Buhaduria ••. 
Loharki ' 
Sehur or U turgarh 
Shekhasu:r 
Bap .•. 
Zilim-Singh-ka-Serr ... 
Nokhra 

... 
••• 12 " 

12 " 
12 " 

••• 12 , 
route, and water· and supplies are Carts can ~ravel by this 

procurable. 
'From Uturgarh thereis also a route via Phalodi, 16 miles 

to Nagaur of }Iarwar. • 
III.-From Jcsalmer to Bhawalpur, Dirawar, Ahmadpur, and 

Khan pur-· 
Chauclhri 
Nahurzi 
Doli 

16 miles: sweet water from tanks and we1l5. 
12 , water brackish. 
24 , , sweet. 
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This route is only fitted for camels. 
AfLcr Doli of Jesalmer there comes Nohar of Bh:lwalpur, 

20 mil(·s. 
lV.--I?roru Jrsaln1cr to Ahmadpur {2) Kot Sabzal, Kb.airpur. 

and. Aobaora-
I~::miH H! miles : water sweet. 
Sil.nn 16 ,, , , 
IUimg:ll'h 10 , , and brackish. 
Hunao • 2·11 , , 
Tuneot 16 , brackish. 

By thi.s route grain is brought from )ind 'to Jesalmcr on 
c~meb. Carts can travel by this rot,Ite. -. 
V.-Frmn J rsalmcr to Arori, Sukkur, Shl .. arpur,- Jacobabid, and .. 

l;udkluina in Sind-
Chutrail 
Kuchnri 
Kholiwahl. 
Gotaru 

wells, water sweet., 
, 

" 
JJ ,. , between 1 a s t 

stage and this. 
The next stage is lfithrao in Sind, 4 , miles. · · 

rr~his route is through the sand desert~ and is a very difficult 
one, water being found at stages ,Lr apart from each other. 
V L-From J csalmcr to lfirpur 9'Ud Khangarh- . 

YJ1w first three stages of this( route are the same as those in · 
1 ~ 'T I . ' ~ 0. • 

II ukrathala ;. . . 24 miles :, wells, but water brackish. 
Hing-ahl.-ka-Th:ila / .... 12 , well, water ba~. .. 

This route is very fit £0r camels: huge tibas, or sandhills, are 
rnct with. / · 
VII.-1?rom Jcsalmcr ,to Raiopur-

'rhc two first stag-es the same as in No. V. 
s,,,Jhamrum . ,': · . . . 10 miles : water sweet . 
.1\Iobkra. .. . 16 , 
Shflhg-arh .. . 32 , , 

Another difficult route only fit for camels: huge saudhills are 
nwt ·with. . · 
\TITI.-Frmn J csalmer to Umarkot and Haidara.bad (Siud)-

Sattis .. . 14, miles : water sweet. 
Khori _ . . . 14 , , 
IJhnjhr .. , 30 , , 

Sandhills nlCt with on this stage. 
Gerhh . . . 10 miles: water bad. 

rrhis route is only a footpath 1ltted for canlels. 
IX.-1:--,rmn J csalmcr to Gutldra of Sind en rvute to Kaclth Bhuj- , 

K urwan \ . . . 20 miles : water sweet. · 
D1ra. 20 , , and brackish. 
Kohira . . . 11 , )) 
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· This route is only for camels. 
X.-Fron1 J esalmcr towards ·Darmer--

Dlmnwa ... 11 miles: hard road; water sweet. 
Devikc.t · . . . 18 , water good. 
Kujorai .. . 14 , , 

Carts cantmvel by this route. 
XI.-From J esalmer towards Balotra and Marwar

The first two stages arc the same as in Route No. X. 
Ola, 24 miles : water .p1enti£ul and sweet; carts can be used on this stage. 

TOWNS. 

· Principal .Tmcns.~7be- capital city of Jesalmcr was saiu by 
Lieutenant ]3oilcau, who saw it in 1835, to consist of about 8,000 
houses, including two 'o~, three thousand in the citadel ; but recent 
estimates are much lower. He says-" It has good streets, but 
scarcely anything like a bazar; ··the custom-house is near the fort 
gate, and at this spot thm~ is'-some little appearance of traffic, 
as well as in one or two '~f the contiguous streets ; but' there i3 

· little of the bustle of a large ,city in any part . of it, except, per-
. haps, about the time· of lamp-lighting, or again at those times when 
the· women of the city stream out by thotisands, and fill their 
pitcher~ morning and evening With the water of a large tank callecl 
Gurrisir .. The citadel, town-wall, and all the principal houses 
being built of the dull-yellow limestone of which the hill is itself 
comp_osed, have_, at a distance, a sombre appearance from the want 
of a variety of colors to relieve the eye ; and, indeed, it is hard to 

·say atJirst view which is the native rock and which aro the arti
ficial buildings, for the former is flat-topped, and the latter nrc 
flat-roofed; but, on close examination, it will be seen that an im-

. mense deal of labor has been expended on the architectural deco
rations of a large proportion of the better class of houses, the fronts . 
of which are ornamented with balconies and lattices of the same 
yellow mn~le, richly carved, which gives them a finished, though 
rather cumbrous, appearance." 

The other principal towns of J~salmer aro-Bikampur, Siran, 
N achana,. Khori, Kholia, Kaldhura, Sat{t, Jhinjiwala, Devikot, 
Bap, Balana, Sntuana, Baru, Cbayim, Loharki, N a wan, J ala, 
Lathu, Dangri, Bujorai, J\Iandai, R:imgarh, Barsalpur, Giraj
sin, l\Iohangarh, Kishangarh, Eanot, Sh:ihgarh, B1tbli, Bhainsra, 
Kanasur, Ranjitp{ua, Dcora, BhocUi, ~Iahaj:ilar-34 in number, 
with an estimated aggregate r)opulation of 32,620 inhabitants. 

Fairs and Ho1y-places.-Two large fairs arc hj1d: t~:.tc of these 
is celebrated on the last day of the month of B~abukh,_ or April, at 
Bram H1mda, about 10 nilles from the city r J esalmer-it is 
attended bythcfollowers of Vishnu, Devi, and SJ amus; about5,000 
or 6,000 people visit the place on the occa ion-the fair lasts 
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for two days: the. other fair is held in honor of Goja (a saint) 
~ t the san1e place m August or September of each year; and on 
Lhi:; occasion, also, about 3,000 or 4,000 people assemble. Other 
r~ irs of lc~~.-; note arc also held, but no trade is carried 'on at theVJ.. 
The two first Inentioned are religious fairs, and the others are held 
r;n oce~sions of local festivals. 

Autiquities and Remarkable Places.-The capital city Jesal- · 
mer ·was founded in the year 1156 by !tao J esal; it is situated on 
one of tltc low ridges of yellow limestone which hereabouts pre
sent strata nearly horizontal, dipping· gently to westward with a 
toler~ hly bold profile to tho cast of 90 ·or 100 feet high. Tho city 
is built at the south end of one of these ranges, which is so near• · 
ly horizontal that its surface ~s quarried in every direction, and 
supplies almndant building material for the inhaqitants ; on the 
south !;ide of the city, but within its walls,t-is an insulated hill of · 
tdlOut three-quarters of a· mile in circuit; and with rather preci
I>itous sides, which has been carefully fortified with more than 
eighty bastions, and forms a very imposing citadel when seen 
i\·mu the southward; but ihe unfortunate contiguity of the 1·ango 
o: hilL;; already mentioned, which are within 600 yards · of the 
n.orth face of the fort, and nearly of the same altitude, dimi
nishes very n1uch its capability of defenc~, especially as this hill, 
called S(tli D(mgri, is 700 yards wide at the top, and allows of guns 
Lcing lwought up to the very foot of the town-wall. The Tamparts . 
nrc t\ro-and-a-quarter Ip.iles in circuit, w~th thirty-eight· bastions_, 
the 'rholc being built of uncemented stone, and the bastions being 
in general much higher than their intermediate curtains ; but many 
of then1 arc in ruins. Four gates and tlu·ee sallyports give access 
to tlvJ city; but there are many other places where access would not . 
l)e didficult, as even horsemen may ride over tho walls by riding· . 
o\·cr the hillocks of drift-sand which have nearly obliterated tho · 
soutbern as well as a great part of the western face. The town.: 
'rail 'ras never very strong, being, in its most perfect state, barely 
four-and-a-half feet thick and fourteen high (including a parapet 
six fcc~t high and t"\\o feet thick), without either ditch or fausse
!Jrcrie. · A large portion of the space inside the walls of J esalmer 
city is tuloccupied, the ruins of houses lying about proving that it 
n1ust ha \ ·e been far more populous in former times. The :1\Iaha
ra \Yal geru ~rally resides in a smn1l palace in the city, and not in 
the fort. Arotmd the city there are numerous monuments 
errct eLl on~r the ashes of various rich or distinguish~d inhabitants, 
::mel also sc veral gardens whose greenness is in pleasant contrast 
to the gem 'ral arid prospect. The citadel is an irregular triangle, 
ne:uly 1,300 yards or three-fourths of a 1nile in circuit, as already 
ntcntionccl, and may be nca.rly 130 feet to the summit of the 
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ramparts, which vary from 15 to 30 feet, and l1~rre a narrow 
1'C12eC 6 feet broad running all rotmd the fort .. There. is :1 single 
entrance, on the. north side, 4cfendcd by four gateways with 
slo.ping roads between them, so as to give easy access to the 

· palace and other buildings within its area, which is quito choker! 
up with houses and temples. At a short distance the color of the 
walls gives an nppearance of mud, but, on closer inspection, the 
excellent quality of the stone cannot fail to attract attention, not 
only for its durability, but for its fine grain and texture, affording 
a great scope to the skilled architect. This has been thoroughly 
appreciated by the wrolthy inhabitants, for in few places is ~uch 
exquisite carving in stone, as that which decorates the houses of 

·. some of the opUlent Osw3.1 and Paliwal merchants in J esalmcr, 
to be seen. Huge round boulders lie in close army along the 
b::tttlements, ready for offensive purposes in case of assault. The 

· ·prospect from the. ramparts is not fair or attractive. The fore
. ground presents a·succession of sterile, rock. bound ridges, barely 
, · clad with a few stunted bushes ; whilst, on the horizon, the low 
undulations seem to mark the commencement of the still mor~ 

, arid desert and sandhills. The liaharawal's · palace sunnounh 
, the main entrance of the fort, and is an imposing pile crowned 
by a huge umbrella of metal mounted on a stone shaft-a solid 
emblem· of dignity of which the Bhatti princes are justly proud ; 
the interior, however, is ill-arranged, and frittered away into 
numberless small apartments. Water is o'Qtained from three good 
wells within its 'precincts. The palace ·is D59 feet above the sea. ; 
the city itself is about 800 feet. The Jain temples in the, fort 
are remarkable for their beautiful stone-carving; the oldest was 
built in A.D. 1371. . 

Lodorra, a few miles from Jesalmer, was, for a time,: the 
capital city of the Bhattis, but it is now in ruins; there is, how-
ever, an ancient Jain temple still standing. ! 

Trmnoti, founded in .A..D. 731 by Rao Tunna, was the first 
seat of power of the J adu Rajp..:its on their settlement in the d csert. 

· . Thanoli fort is a square with bastions at each· corner;: it is 
partly mud and partly brick, and is gradually falling into' ruins, 

· though still in better preservation than most of the forts"!' 
Kishangarh is reported to be in good order. / 
Loharu fort is of brick, ornamented with encaustic tiles; it is 

oblong, 'with an-inner court 50 feet high at one end; it \has nume
. rous bastions, and there are wells within the fort, whicb is in very 
fair preservation and has sev.Jral 1)ieees of servieealJl~~ artillery. 

Shahgarh fort is of mud, and nearly overwhelmed vvith sand. 
Lathi fort is new, and of stone, having been bui·lt by the 

tMkui within the last _few years. 
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Tijkan1pur is of mud nnd soft limestone, and is more' n forti .. 
fled residence of the l1ao than n regular fort. 

The s:une 1nay l1c said in a great degree of Barsalpur, '\Vhichis, 
to all appearance, nothing more than a large mud· and limestone 
enclosure on the highest portion of the village. 

ltarngarh fort is of stone, unccmented and in ruins in seveml 
pbcPS. . 

Tho principal forts are those of Kishangarh, Ghotaru, 
J~ikunpur, and N uchana; those of Barsalpur, Deva, Lathi, and 
Sldh3:1rh are of less note. . 
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GAZETTEER OF JHALJ.~ 'V AR. 

GEOGRAPHY.· 

lJounrlaries and .Area.-The State of Jhalawar consists of two 
r,cpnrat.e areas: the main one is bounded on the north. l;>y the 
ll:ijp1lt State of Kotah; on the south by the petty State of 
Itnj ~arh, the outlying portion of the ~Iaratha States of Sindia and 
liolkar, a detached area of the Diwar State, and the. State of 
._Taora; on the cast by Sindia's territory and a detached area 
of the Tonk State; and on the west by detached districts of 
Sindia and IIolkar. This portion of the State lies. between 24° 4~ 
and 23" ~18' north latitude, and 75° 55' and 77o _cast longitude ... 
The lc~.ser detached area is bounded on the north, east, and south 
hy the G·walior State, and on the west by that of Kotah;, and it. 
lies between 2Y 5' and 25° 25' north htitude, and 77° 25' and 76° 55' 
t'ast longitude. The area of the State is 2,500 square miles; and 
it contains a population of 14:0,102 souls, of which 60,227 are men, 
·1G,O.JO 11omen, 17,425 boys, and 16,400 girls. These figures nave-
been taken from a partial rough census made about 1870. · 

Ocology.-The following extract from a brief memorandum.. 
on the subject by the Superintendent of the Survey, shows the 
geological formation present :-:-. 

" Two Qf the ntain rock series of India ·are well exposed. 
Jhalmpatan, the capitol, stands on Vindhyan strata at t4e-
nol'thern edge of the great spread of basaltic rocks known as the· 
JJc-c~~n trap formation ; this northern area of it being also often 
1ncntioned as the )falwa trap. These Vindhyans belong to the
upper uivision in the geological survey classification of this. 
gn;at Indian rock-system. rl'he 'beds about Jhalrap.:Han are 
eonsiJ.ered to belong to the Rewa or middle grc;>up of them, 
nud consist of sandstone and shales -with a band of limestone. 
0-rcr the greater part of this Vinuhyan area, the strata are 
'luite undisturbed, ani their habit is to weather into scarped 
plateaux or ridges, having one fare steep ancl the other sloping. 
T1w~3e arc capped by the sandstone_, the low ground being 
eroded out of the shales. Close to Jhalr~patan, howe"'er, a 
~harp axis of disturbance 11o,sscs from the south-east beneath the 
~rap to the north-·wc~t, throwing the beds up in an anticlinal 

y 
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form, with dips of 70° to the north-east and south-west. Along 
this steep outcrop; the sand~tonc ·weathers into long narrow 
ridges. '!'his feature gradually dies out to the nm·th-east. 'l1hc 
eruptive rock ·was poured out over the denuded surface of the· 
Vindhyans. It is found filling what were narrow valleys, nnd · 
it spreads over plateaux and ridges, totally concealing thc.sedimcn- · 
tary formation.· There arc many varieties of these basaltic ~ocks, 
hard, with columnar and ball structure, or amorphous, also vesicu
lar and amygdaloidal in every degree; and soft, crumbling, ash-like 
beds, b~th earthly andvesicular. Connected with the trap, general
ly here underly~g it, but often interstratifi.Cll with it, there occur 
patches o~ sedimentary beds, earthly and calcareous, containing 
fresh-water shells .. '!'hey are known as the Deccan inter and " 

. :infra'trappean beds. They afford very strong evidence that the 
. eruptive rocks were subaerial. Here too, as elsewhere, one often 
. finds the trap formation overlaid by 1·ock laterite, a peculiar fer
ruginous and vesicular rock, the origin of which has been much , 
disputed. The age of the Vindhyan formation is quite unknown, 
beyond that it m\.lSt 'be at least as old as palreozoic. The trap is 
certainly either upper cretaceous or lower tertiary." 

. Iron, and red and yellow colored clays used in dyeing cloth, 
· . are found in the Shahabad pargan..<t. 

· Oon.figu1·ation.-. The main· area of the State is situated on a 
raised plateau, which.lies rather more than 1,000 feet above the sea 
at the north, and g111dually rises to 400 or 500 feet n10rc to the 
south. The northern, eastern, and. a portion of the southern 
part of this area are very hilly; ·these parts are intersected with 
'streams of Yarious sizes, and, for the most part, the hills arc 
co-ie1·ed with wood and grass, and at some points surround lakes 
of some extent, formed by damming-up the outlets of .natural 
basins. The rest of this ·area of the State is a rich plain, un
dulating i~ parts, and dotted oY"er with evergreen trees. The 
detached area of Shahabid is on the ""est-. an elevated table-

. land ydth ""ater "\'cry' far remoTed from the surface; the eastern 
po~tion is some 500 or GOO feet lower. It is crov,-ded ''ith hi~s, 
and covered wi~h thick. jungle, giving these parts a Tery wild 
appearance. 

Jhalawar is· divided into-
(1) 

(2) 
(3) 

The central par(l'anas lvinoo below the ~Iokanclara range 
o ., o I 

or steppe, making the fall for the Pathar p atetnl 
into ~Ialwa. 

The Chaumehla-pure )Ial\Ta country. 
Shahabad, a wild and woody district of the plateau, 

on the eas,t. 



( '187 } 

Nos. 2 3nd 3 arc Zalim Singh's personal acq\rlsition_lNb. 2 ·by. 
the cession from Holkar at the treaty of Mundesar;. · : . · ··; 
. Soit.-Takcn generally, the soil may be pronounced decid
eclly rich, consisting . in great part of the dark, clayey\ mould . 
which produces valuable crops, like opium.; Locally -the soils 
are divided into three classes, which are,; again, · sub:-di~ded 
into g-ood, middling, and poor, according to the {1rops pro4uced,i 
on them. The three classes are knmvn as-kaU; the·. rich black 
soil; dh.dmnt, of a lighter color, but equally prolific; andldl-JJ.ill,~c 
a yellowish-red soil, by far the poorest Qf. the three •. It :is esti
mated that about one-quarter of the culturablc area co:q.sists of 1 

kali, half of dluimni, and enc-quarter of 13.1-pflf·soil.' In parts the:: 
presence of rock and kankar close to the surface · interfereS with 
tho productiveness of the kali~and dhamni soils. . . . ~: · 

Rirers.-OI the many streams running through this territory, 
the following are the most important_:- ; , · · :·>:~ · · ·~ 

The Parwan enters the State at the. south-east extr'~mity, and;: 
winds its way for 50 miles up to the point of ~xi.t in Kotal( 
tenitory; half-way, it is joined by, the Newa'j, another good-sized· 
stream. },or 16 miles of its length it forms the border 'with the 
Kotah State. There are two ferries on this rivpr~ne at Mano-, 
har thana, the other at Bhachurni. A feiTy at Bhurelia crosses-~ 
the N mvaj. The Xali Sind, at the south, forn;ts the boundary 
with the districts of Sindia and Holkar, and 1at ·'the northern; 
end of its length is the boundary With Kotah. The bed of this· 
river is rocky ; the banks are precipitous, 'and in parts lined with 
trees. It flows for a distance of 30 miles through the State, and 
passes at one point within a mile of the Chhaoni, or head-quarters 
of the l!aharaj Rami. There is a felTy ~oss it,.· at · Bhonrasa. 
The Alni river, flowing from tho south-western ~orner, traverseS 
the State for a length of 60 miles; and, for-' the ·greater pQrtion 
of this, is the border-line with Holkar and Tonk ·districts in· 
the south, and with Kotah in the north. It join~·the Kali Sind 
river at the point where thn.t . stream· enters K6tah, territory .. 
Its .bed is less rocky ; its 'banks are precipitous,· and, in p'artS 
where the foliage reacl1es the ~tor's edge, ;tre picturesque. 
Ferries at Suket and Bhilwari cross it. The Chhoti Kali Sindh · 
river flows only for a short distance through .the south-wester,n 
portion of the State. There is a ferry at Gangrar. .. ( · .· 

Climate and Rainfall.-The climate resembles that .of Central 
India, and is decidedly healthy. The hot weather is. less severe:. 
tlm~ that of ~ orthern Rajputana, o the t~ermometer fa,ng~g, 
durmg the day 1n the shade from 85 to 88 . As a r·nle, dunng 
this season, the mornings, evenings, and ¢ghts are fresh. · The 
temperature during the rains is cool and pleas~nt, and in the· cold 
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wcnther there are short seasons of host.· The rainfall is between 
30 and 40 inches~ judging from a record w~ch has been kept at 
~~ . 

HISTI.:)n,y. 

Hislory.-Zilim Singh of Kotah (whose pedigree will be found 
elsewhere) was originally the hereditary faujch1r, or conTmander-in
chief, of Kotah. The old chief of Kotah on his death-bed nominated 
.z~ Singh rcg~nt during his son's (Omecl Singh's) minority; 
and the extraordinary ability ·with which Zalim Singh exercised 
his power, i.riduced Omed Singh, after his minority ended, to 
leave all authority in the regent's hands. Raj Rana Zilim Singh . 
at last bec?me, for all serious .political affairs, the.· acknowledged 
ruler of the State; and, when the Briti~h Government guaranteed 
py treaty with the clllef the integrity of Kotah in 1817, a sup
plementary article was added in 1818 which guaranteed to Z<.Uim 
Singh and his heirs the authority and privileges he then possessed. 
This arrangement soon produced troubles-first upon the death of 
Omed Singh, his suc~essor naturally desiring to recover authority; 
and again on the death of Zalim Singh in 1821-. After much dis
cussion ·and some armed contests, the hereditary chief of Kotah 
and the heir of Zilim Singh were induced by the British Govern
ment to agree'to a compromise, whereby certain districts of the 
.)rotah State were separated off and ceded to the heirs of Z:ilim 
Singh ; whereby the new State of Jhalrapata.n was constituted 
under the hereditary rule of that family. Of the ceded districts, 
that called the Chaumehla comprised four mab:ils which were 
ceded by Holkar at the treaty of ~Iundesar·to Kotah upon the desire 
of the British Government, which especially intended therri as a 
t·~wn,rd to Zalim Singh. for his zeal and fidelity to British alliance ; 
while the district of Shahabad had been long a jagir in Zt1lim 
Singh's family, under grant from Kotah. Jhalrapatan, the capital, 
had .been established by Zalim Singh; and the name Jhalawar 
wa.s selected for his new State by the first chief. These arrange-

. ments were ratified by two treaties in 1838, from which year the 
State dates its creation. · 

The districts then seyered from Kotah were considered to repre
sent a revenue of twelve lakhs, or one-third of the income of the 
Kotah State. To this grant was added the ol)ligation that the new 
State should be responsible for one-third of the then Kotah debts. 
By the treaties, the new chief acknowledged British supremacy, 
agreed to supply troops according to his means, and to pay an 

· annual tribute of Rs. 80,000. He rcccivecl the title of ~Iaharaj 
Rana, was granted a salute of 15. guns, and placed on the same 
footing as the other chiefs in Rajputana. 1\'nen these affairs h::l.d 
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hccn sdtlcrl, }.faharaj Rana ~Iadan Singh, grandson of the great 
l{obh administrator Zilim Singh, left Kotah attended by n 
follmring of 10,000 persons, inclusive of jngfrdars and officials, for 
the Dhm1,nh:i Chht1oni, a permanent camp situated between the 
eitv of JhalrflpMan and tho Kotah fort of Gagraun. This spot 
had. been fixed on as a dwelling-place by· Zalim Singh some 
years pre-\·ious, at a time when astrologers had foretold an· ulti
mate downfall of Kotah, and where, he considered, close under the 
guns of the Gagraun fort, he ~-rould ?e safe from t~e wandering 
l>ands of )!aratlms engaged 1n trymg to secure· h1s person for 
the assistance he had rendered to ~he British;" these places 
he also considered a point of vantage whence he could rule, 
and teach industrious habits to the turbulent Bhils of those parts, 
as well as keep in check the marauding bands of that region. · 'l'his 
Chhaoni thenceforth became the head-quarters of the State, and 
i3 still the place of residence of the chief. · · · 

)fa dan Singh died in 1845, and 'was succeeded by his son Pirthi 
Singh at the early age of fifteen;· a regency council, composed 
of the old officials of the S~ate, being appointed to conduct affairs. 
In 18j7-j8 this chief rendered good service to Government· by 
nfford.ing protection to British officers; in revenge, the mutineers 
frmn Kimach caused the State to suffer, which led to the Govern
m~nt tribute for that year bei:qg remitted. Previous to ·this, the 
State had become involved in debt to the amount of fifteen or 
sixteen lakhs ; but tho niost successful manager the State has had, 
S:U1 IIind.tt 1[al b) name, succeeded in paying off more than half 
this an1ount in four years. · 

~laharaj Itana Pirthi Singh was of a most good-natured and 
happy djsposition, which made him very popular-with his subjects; . 
but his good-nature and easy-going disposition were taken advan
tage of by the several kamdars, who, in turn, had the control of 
the State purse; the result. was that the State again became. 
heavily involve(!. 'ro remove these difficulties, the plan was 
tried of apportioning some parganas of the State. for the pay-. 
n1cnt of debts ; the rest of the State being at the same· time 
di vidcd off to defray the expenses of the Court, the administra
tion, and the Haj services. "\Then this plan failed in its 

· o1Jject, the btc kamdar Seth Harak Chand, who had recently 
con1e into favor, advised the enhancement of the land-revenue 
for a period of fi\c years as the only effectual way of getting 
rid of the difficulty. The. advice was taken, and tht: land
rc-renue raised by two lakhs of rupees, an extra imposition which 
'\vas carried out for seven years and is said to have resulted in the· 
actual receipt of ten lakhs, the remaining four being ·found 
unrealizable. This second trial to pay off the debts w~s scarcely 
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more succ~ssful tlwn the first, as the State has creditors wlio claim 
between thirteen and fourteen lakhs. 
· There ·~tre signs that this enhancement of the bncl-tax h:ts 
told hearuy_ o~ the agricultural population in many p~rts of the 
State; and 1t Is thought that, at the last, the )!alw.raJ llana was 
awakening up to the. realization of the fact, which had been 
somewhat concealed from hiin. • 
· In 1873, l\Iaharaj Rana Pirthi Singh adopted a nice boy, hy 

·name Bakht Singh, from a. Jhala family rcsiuent. in Barw:in, of 
Kathin:war, related to him in the ninth degree. It was stipulatecl 
at the time of adoption that if a male heir were hereafter to be 
oorn to the ~Iaharaj Uana, the boy Bakht Singh was to receive a 
jagir _of. Rs. 20,000 a year, otherwise he would succec(l to the--
Jhalawargadi. , . . . 

. . .In. Aug-.;tst 1875, Maharaj P\.<c'lna Pirthi Singh died after a 
p::dnful illness, much regretted by . nll. On the 1st of J 1me 
1876, Kanwar :Bakht Singh was acknowledged ns the suc
cessor to the late l\Iaharaj Rana; the young Itani having 
proved to be ·not pregnant, as . at one time it was supposed she 
was. On the 2-:ith June the youthful Bakht Singh, who was in 
his· eleventh year, was formally installed, on which he took the 
name of Zilim S,ingh, in accordance -with family custom, which 
enjoins that only the four names of Zalim Singh, ~Iauhu Singh, 
1t1auan Singh, and Pirthi Singh are to be assumecl by the rulers 
of this house. The young l\laharaj Rana Zalim Singh is study
ing at the 1Iayo College, .Ajmer. During his minority the 
administration of the State is conducted by a British officer under 
the title of Superintendent. The organization of the new arrange-

. ment, and arrangements for the liquidation of the State debts, arc· 
the first objects to whic~ that officer's attention has been directed. 

-·FoRM OF GovEnN:MENT. . 
On the fo:t"mation of the State, the l\Iaharaj Rana ~[au:i.n 

Singh took a·s his type of government the personal rule of his 
grandfather Zalim Singh; the daily routine of this personal manage
ment was as follows :-The chief arose before day-break, when the 
reports of the troops and kohnil were heard and disposed of; 
written reports from the parganas, and the "Verbal reports of heads 
of departments a:p.d offices, next received attention. Up to 8 .A..~I. 
was the time alloweU for the disposal of all this business, when 
the l\Iaharaj Rana hn.d his breakfast, during which the }lrincipal 
sahukars asse1nblcd before him and read out the news received 
from various quarters through their firms. Breakfast ended, four 
confidential officials were invited tq join the chief. Before this 
assembly, the papers from the office of the Political Agent of 
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llaraoti and those from the Accounts offic~, were produced ;.the 
llaharaj Itaim passing his orders directly, or consulting. th~ f?ur · 
oflicials alluded to before deciding as he thought fit. Tlie closmg ' 
hour for this office-work was 12 noon. From that time, to between 
4 an<.l u P.M., the chief retired into the zanana, where matters of 
domestic jmport were dealt with. On re-appearing, thE? ~{aharaj .· 
Raua held a general darbar, at which all tlfe o.fficials presc::nted · 
themselves to }JaY their respects; this over, H1s Highness proceeded .. 
to the stables, and, seated there, first_the Fauj Bakhshi wascalled,_:. 
when any enlistments necessary were made before tpe chief, .the ... 
dcscri ptive .rolls of the men being written at th~ time; T:gis ended, ~. 
petitioners were summoned through the head of the Palki ~h~na;~~ 
or intdligence department; the lfaharaj Rana either sp.mniarily · 
disposed of these miscellaneous petitipns, or referred them to the . 
heads of departments oi· pargana officials for disposal.;\· This ,con:.:;, 
cluclcd the day's business. As already stated, on the accession of;., 
l\Ialmraj Rana Pirthi Singh a council of regency cowpqsed or} 
five members carried on the government .. After· this, governmen,t. 
tltrough a single ministry came in vogue. At times the lat~~ 
l\!aharaj lla.~a made atte~pts to ke_ep up t~e o~d per~o;:p.~ .. at~~n .. f_.-~: 
hon to busmess; but his easy-gontg mchnatwn, an,·it.oxcessive,. 
fondness for zamina society, prevented-steady ap~p· tion; and~. 
consequently, each succe~ding ~amdar, or ~anage.,·' appears to

1 
· 

have secured more power Into his 'hp,nds, unt1l the J~st becam.e all. 
lmt virtually the chief of the State. On }lahara} ~na Pir,thi · 
Singh's death, a council of five sirdars carried on the administration 
under the orders of the Political ... L\.gent of Ha:r;~oti and Tonk,.till · 
the ap1>ointment of the Political Superintendent in 1876., . · :•. ~ 

Accmmt of R·ulinu Fmnily .-The ruling ,family belongs to the·· 
Jhala elan of Ra,jputs, long settl~d in Kathiawar. _About A.D., 
170U, one Bhan Singh, a second son of the head. of, the dan, left 
his country with his son and a small company in order to try his 
fortune at Delhi. At Kotah, Bhan Singh k(t his son Madhu Singh 
·with the l\laharaja.llhim Singh who ,.then ruled the Kotah State, . 
and went on himself to Delhi, where! aU trace of him ends. His 
son ~Iadhu Singh won for himsel~· the good graces.of the Kotah.. 
chief, 'vho married hi'S eldest son to Madhu Singh's sister;'granted 
him a jae,J'fr of Rs. 12,000: and gwre him the post of faujdar, a 
position which implied the control of the army, :the forts, and 
the palaces. IIis connection with th~ chief gained him the familiar· 
title of "}lama," which continued for some time in.the family.': 
1\Iatlhu Singh was succeeded in the office of faujdar by his son· 
~Iadnn Singh. :M~adan Singh had· two sons, [Himmat Singh and 
Pirthi Singh, the former of whom is said to have been famoUs for 
personal strength and prowess. Pirthi, Singh l;lad two sons,· Sheo. 

·~·, 
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Singh a.nd Zillim S~gh; the latter of whom, being adopted by his 
·uncle Himmat Singh, and surviving his father, succeeded to his 
grandfather's position in the Kotah State at the age of eighteen. 
Three yc:rs later, Zalim ~ingh was the mean~ of se~uring a victory 
for the Kotah troops agamst those of the Pli3.Ja of Amber (Jaipur). 
Zalim Spgh afterwards fell into disfavor with the ~:Iaharao, 
owing to.his rivalry in the case of a favorite woman whom the Ma
·harao wished to place in his zamina. Leaving l(otah, Zalim Singh 
did good service at Udaipur. ReturningJo Kotah when ~Iaharao 
Gunl.an Singh was on his death-bed,. the chief sent for him ancl 
committed his son Omed Singh and the country into P,is charge. 
The rest of Zalim Singh's career is a matter of Kotah history. 
Madhu Singh, his son, succeeded to his position in Kotah, and his ·· 
son }fadan Singh became the first chief of the Jhalawar State, as 
already related. The late chief Pirthi Singh has left two widowed 

, Ranis : the senior one, married many years ago, is of the Bha ttiftni 
\~ribe of Raj puts, and came from ChaumUn. of J aipur; the second, 
the chief married only a short time before his death; she is of 

. the Solankhi tribe of Rajputs, and the younger daughter of the 
· Lonw~r~\chie! in Rewa Kanta. The late Maharaj Rana has left 

no leg1turt, 1 te 1ssue. · · · 
The onl~ :elatives of the family present in Jhalrapatan are 

Bh~i ~opal ,'~ngh and Chh~tar Sal, descendants of l\Iadhu Si?gh; 
the1r llliilledi"~e descent being through brothers of l\Iadan Singh, 
from whom tli~ chief's family are directly descended. . A genealo
gical tree of the ruling family is given on the next page. 
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Siwk Singh, 

'D'a>janl Singh. 

Jru! 'J.. I&J 
Drirk& nu. 

I. 
Deol'OJ. 

U~l. . 
..•. J.. 

I 
Sabjl. 

sat.hjt. 

T~btji. 
maruth Pl!l. 

PaJo.mji. 

U<U ~ingh. 
. I 
Sa~ I. 

!Mm Singh, 

Bi~J.. 
I 

Bin Mukhjl. · 
I 

ClllltAr sat. 
Jeyt MQ (fo11nded Garh Koa in Kathialwdr). 

I 
Banbir. 

Bh~l.. I 
llagji. 

I 
Rai Singh, 

i 
Ranaji, 

I 
lUnSjngh. 

Rai Singh (removed to
1
Hallode in Kathla:witr). 

. . . I 
Rajoluw.dar Smgb.--Races of Hallode. 

~r-----------~rz ____________ IL_~s~---------l·~--. --------~~ 
I I I 

As bran SajaJi Pirlhi Singh 1:a ll\il 
(succeeded). (Goganda, Mewar). (Bjkanir, Kathiawlk). (Odd-lhar). 

~1----------~2~~~--------,3 
Raj ~lngh Ode k~uw. su1J.r 

(Ratan Deoll). (DwArka, Kathil.iwAr). (snooeedc· .). 

71 ______________ ~'--~2~-----------+3 ___________ ~4 : 
Od.J 

1 
Singh Bhan ~ingh. Bakht

1 
Singh. sueslngl!_. 

(succeeded to Hallode). Madbul Singh. 

I ~~----------~~r-----------.~~--------.-------------TI--------,I-------,1------~~ 
Mohun s= ~an Singh Madan Singh. Abhl Singh. Karat Sln'l'h Mokban Singh Agar Singh. Sawnd Singh. . 

(Jbamar,,Ka wAr), jan). I . {heill....,). (heirless). 

SZLbttl Singh. Madbu Singh, 
I I 

Chander Singh. Madan Singh. 

:PuJeh 
Singh. 

I 
. -, 

Ladgar Singh. 
I 

llakht Singh. 

BMir RaJ. 

Pirlhl bingh. 1---------, 
I H!mmn.t Singh. Pi;thi Singh. 

Jewan1 Singh. Z.ua: bmG:il 1,..:.·----------,, 
_Ral Singh. (n.dolted). Sheo ~ingh, . Ulim Sin~ 

1 MA.D:a:tr Sm&:a:. (adopted by Ihmmat 
Chander Kesri Singh. I Singh) • 

Singh I 1\I:ADllf SilfGlt. 
(succeeded · Bakht Smgh I 

·to Burwan). (the present Pm~:a:I Snran • 
chief of ZALI1111SINOH 

Jb.aUiwl1r), (the adopted Bakht 
Singh). ..,. 
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THE LAND •. 
Principal crops~-The folloWing are tlie. p'tmeipttl'crdp~ !~ 

:Maka. · Urfd. . .] . · .· oPium. :. ~ 
Jow,r. Jndian-corn. · .Tff ··~ " 
Wheat. l!ling. · . Suga.rca.he.;· 
Gram. · · ' ' . '< i }~ • 

. The staple of t~e. four southern p~~ganas, t~e CMhm.~hla~ ~.·. 
opium, whiC~ ~nds 1ts wa.y.tAJ Bon;tba:Y ~ui Ind~re~~ ·· Jn o~h.et.:pa;ts~. ... 
'W. heat a~d opium are chiefly c}llttyated; w1th th~ excepti~]].. of_ 
the Shahaba~ parF~ wher,e baJr~ IS II!Ore w:o~. · The aut~·.~: 
cr,ops ~re . 1naka, JOWar, ur1d, mung, til, baJra, sal,. sugar~~~~.:, 
kangnt, tobacco, cotton, and a few others. The sprmg hari~s~ ·•. 
brings wheat, barley, gram, opittm; and masnr. ' ' '' ·, ,;:·, 

. Cost of Production.-On the suppositio~ that the cultivato~··•. 
gives Ius .own .labor, i.e .. , d~ducting the cost of,wages, it isi~~~~~.'·: 
lntcd that a raJ bfgha of op1um -costs. about Rs.12 toprod~ce; if 
labor be hired, the cost is calculated at Rs. 20. M4ka is ealculatcd 
to cost Its .. 2 .. 3 per raj bigha, jowar:' R$. 1 .. 10~6,_ and ··w:hea~. 
Rs. 2-12: the lasfthree are calculated on the supposi~on:.that Ia.bo:( 
is partly ~ired. :Maka being mostly growl:l on opiriin. ground~ the : 
manure given to the. former suffices for the lat~r •. The m.~n~e,. 
given to· wheat ~nd jowar is s~pposed tQ,; be. ttno,ug~. to ··la~~ f9.·r· . 
four or five years m the black soil. ·:~ . . .:. .· ..... ·· ':. ,;::-' .... ~. 

· .Agriculture.-Ploughingfor the a.utumh cr.ops first commence& ( 
at the end ~f May, when the sop. .is once turned,. 2ind. is 't~us ·~ a<1 
state to denve benefit f:om the·thunder-showe~ which .g~~erally.J 
precede the regular rams. After the first blirst. of the rams;.th!)· .' 
soil is again turned, and ·sowing begins~:· Land.Jyh;ig 'falloW'· 
during this season for . the purpose of. receiving spring::cr~ps iS ;~ 
ploughed three or four times, and gets thoroughly saturate(\: with~ 
moisture ;.it is then in a fit state to grow·:wheat withb¥t the)1e}P. ~ 
of irrigation: Opium rect4ves eight o.r~e't~t~ririgs~1lt.ih·s.t:d.q,ilf.•::·; 
and then·at Intervals of three and four days~:·.The 9ut~n of,thts·· 
crop is greatly dependent on manure, 'Yhich .is ~mpos~:?,t.·ci,ther .· 
cow or goatd~g. Some forty ~r fifty of th~ small ~?unht;-c~rt·:. 
loads are rcqmred for an acre. l The pod of the poppy I§! cut three 
d_ifferent times· for the juic~; but in t}l~ ClJ4un1¢~la}~ is- ~t;·~our , 
tunes. The ave~ge y1eld. m an acre IS·.~·. I~ .. , ~e~;s! pl.~, tlu~ ()h.ali,• ~ 
mehla, however, 1t amounts to 24 seers. ' Rwh U'ngat~d lan,d·;has,.> 
in the autumn either maka .ori~jowar SO~:;onJ~, :WlJich in.>Ufe··~ 
spring is followed by opium:: · . ~\ · ·, · :·. \:,( ·. , , ~\ .. ·. " ·.' ';"~· · (~ •. } 
. Irrigation.-I~O'ationis chiefttfrom wells;' wa~r.~'.g~ne~Pt~~ 
near the surface {With the exception of.the~ Sha~pad>pargana)"; 
but the amount of land iliig~ted bt; .a 'Wt?ll. is :Splilll,: owing. to~: 

-~- :.:1;;~-:..-.t-:·--: .. ~:..~ \ .. , .,.~. .,r ; ·~ ·z~t .. ·""' .· t ,~ 1: 
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tho absence of fertile springs, and to tho wells not being deeply 
dug on nccount of h:ird rocky strata, or byers of moist unstable 
clay being met with close to the surface. Around and ncar head-

. qu.arte!s a fair amount of irrigation is carried on :from bunds, such 
. as the large ta.lao below Jhalrapatan city, whence a masonry 

channel two miles long, constructed by Z:llim Singh, conducts the 
stored water to thelands of a village on the other side of the city. 
In the districts there are several bunds, but want of .attention to 
them for some time has rendered them almost useless. 
. Cttltivatecl.A.rea.-lt is stated that barely two-fifths of the total 
area of the State are cultivated. Of the uncultivated portion, more 
than one-third is culturable j the remainder COnsists of hills and Ull• 

culturable waste. The cultivated area is calculated at 10,88,.t88 raj 
bighas, or 507,418 acres, of which 7,16,531 raj bfghas, or 331,4·:1:0 
acres, are · khalsa or unalienated, and of this khllisa lan.d, 3,950 
raj big has, or 1,846 acres, are directly tilled and 1nanaged through 
State servants: of the alienated portion, 1,08,72·1 raj bigbas, or 
50,683 acres, are in jag:ir ; 59,279 bighas, or 26,702 acres, arc in 

. cc U dak," or religious grant ; and 45,800 bfghas, or 21,350 acres, arc 
awarded in lieu of pay to officials. 

System of Tenures and Land Hevenues.-*The ancient revenue, 
system in force inHaraoti was tho ldthd and batdi, or rent in kind by 
weight and measure in proportion to the value of the soil and of 
the product. Two-fifths to one-half of the outturn, according to 
the crop, went to the State; the remainder, after payment of the 
village expenses, being the right of the cultivator. The system 
had its advantages : it possessed an elasticity which adapted it to 
the people and • their hand-to-mouth existence. But it had its 
disadvantages, by affording opportunity for oppression on the part 
of tho collector, and fraud on that of the tenant. The office-dues 
and lands of the patel were hereditary; so was the right of the 
'cultivator in the soil. The hnd was, as it is to this day in B{mdi 
(also a part of Haraoti), bapoti. The cultivator could sell or 
mortgage it, and, even if made over to another in. consequence of 
his inability to cultivate it, he was entitled by custom to certain 
dues. on it, and to re-occupy it whenever he was in a position to 
till it. In the Patan pargana of BUn.di, only separated from 
Kotah by the Chambal, a villager told Captain l\luir that his father 
had claimed and obtained his bapoti, or patrimony, which had for 
two generations been thus in the hands of another. In 1807, llaj 
Rana, Zalim Singh, the administrator of the Kotah State, superseded 
the system in force by a fixed money rent. Enquiries were 
instituted as to the modes and rates of collection existing in, 

• The following description oi the ~evcnue system i3 fi;.l.ken from a wt:mvrauJ.uw iliaowll up 
' 'b3 Captain W. J. W. Muir iu 187S. 
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and the nature, extent, and. fertility or, the son of each vn~ 
la~e. · The whole territory was. mc3.surod. Pasture and moun~. 
tain tracts were demarr.n.ted, and the land was then classified after a 
manner. A money rate per b!gha was :fked fol' each class of soil,· 
payable whether the land was cultivated or not; this rate being 
somewhat higher than the value which the rent paid in kind had. 
represented. No one uniform scale of assessment was, however, 
adopted for the entire State, the rents varying (though slightly) 
with almost every village. The district and village expenses wero . 
nlso estimated, and a fixed scale per bigha was laid down, which 
was to include every charge and to be collected with the revenue, 
The object of this was to put a. limit on exaction, an~revent, 
nll subordinate oppression. At the same time, the · ancient 
Kotah jarih, or standard measure, was reduced to 56 . ga:, and 
the gaz to nine fists of different men. The latter, as placed in: 
stone by Zalim Singh in the kach~ri at Jhalrapatan, · .. measures 
2 feet Gt inches. The Kotahjarih, or cham, therefore, equals l43i 
f ect, and the Kotah bigha 2,288 square yards 36 square inches~ 
The settlement was aadmiwaJ», with the cultivator. individually •. 
The offices and duties performed by the pate] we.re swept away, 
and tho cultivator was brought into direct relation with the Raj. 
Tho dues of the patel were fixed at li ·an.nas per b:lgha .c;>n the 
lands constituting his pateli, and llis personal; lands were: assessed 
at a lighter rate than those of the cultiv~ror, or granted rent. 
free. The first blow struck at the hereditary)>rinciplo w~ thtough : 
the 1)atels, who were superseded where othe~ were ready to offer a 
higher nazarana for the office. The assessment introduced was · 
rigorously exacted, and the slightest defalcation was. followed by· , 
distress, confiscation, and sale. Advances were made from the' 
treasury, in money or in kind, to all who were Willing to take up 
lauds; but· they bore a high rate of interest, arid the obligations thus· 
created left the peasantry at the mercy of: the fisc. A very large 
area of waste-land was thus brought under cultivation, and the Raj 
Rana thus introduced the system of direct farming, which he subse
quently c:trried to such an astonishing e~tent that" the· fields* which 
had descended from father to son-through the lapse of ages the. 
unalienable right of the peasant-were seized in spite of law, custom; 
or tradition, and it is even affirmed that he sought pretexts to obtain 
such lands as, from their contiguityo~fertility, he coveted,· These 
L'tnds were taken up and fa:rmed by him di.rcQtly ; the once indepen• • 
dent proprietor sinking to the position of a hired serf, or n.n outsider 
being entertained. At this period, when the remainder of the colin· 
try was wasted by predatory armies ;m,d ban~ of ID4'\r:tuders, Kotah · 

. • . ""': <' ~ ' . 

. . 
:,. 
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was_, owing to the sagncity and energy of the Raj Rana, prosperous 
nnd at peace.* The inhabitants of surrounding States flocked to it, 
and, with the superabunda:nt population thus placed a this comn1and, 
the ltaj Hana brought the whole State to a pitch of the hin·hest 
cultiration. ·Not n. nook or patch c~pable of producing grai~ was 

. allowed to be fallow. Any land untilled was appropri'ltcd hy him, 
ancl the establishments he maintained for the purpose rose to 4,000 
ploughs and 16,000 oxen. Such was the prosperity of the country, 
that au cye-mtncss states it was difficult to find a pathway throu~h 
the corn-fields which covered the face of Har,\oti. For ycars'"·it 
was the granary. from which not only Rajpuhina and much of 

. :Malwa-tboth desolated by war and famine-but the roving hordes 
who lived on them, drew their supplies. "\Vith the return of pence 
and the death of the Raj Rana in 1824; this artificial prosperity 
came to an end, anJ the reaction· was hastened by the disorders 
arising from the conflict for power which raged between tho 
successors of the Raj Rana, the regents of the State, and the titular 
rulers. In 1838, on the departure from Kotah of Raj Rana Zalim 
Singh's grandson, Madan Singh, for the sep~te State assigned him, 
-~n the personal farms (which had been kept by the regents 
, under their own personal control) fell to the State. These-still 
locally known as the ·"hall ki dhartl, " and including the richest 
lands-were scrambled for by th~ proteges and adherents of the 
favorites of the chief who then succeeded to power, and were 
secured by them at a low assessment. . Financial embarrassments, 
the consequence of mal-administration, led to an enhancement 
of the laud-revenue; and in 1840, and again in .1860, the rents 
were raised all round by the addition of a certain sum per bigha. 
Similarly, in 1806, a further charge of 10 per cent. on all preceding 
r:J.tes was attached by the present chief. During this interval 
the Raj had also appropriated several of the dues originally fixed 
to meet village expenses, the payment of which was throw!l on the 
cultivator. · 

Such is a brief sketch of the revenue history of the State. It 
is unfortunate that the papers connected ·with Raj Rana Zalim. 
Singh's settlement are not forthcoming, as they arc known to have 
been in great detail. A se..<trch instituted at Captain :;uuir's request 
in 1870 failed to discover any trace of them at Kotah, and supported 
the statement of the officials there, that they had been carried off, 
with other important public records, by Raj Rana ]Iadan Singh. 
Jhahiwar, when applied to, alleged that, if taken there, they must 
have been burnt with the State records in the ~Iutiny. 

f "\Vhilc, ~~us, the system established by Zalim Singh still exists 

• See Uali:olru'IJ CMtra! I~irz, vol. l, 603; II, 62. 
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and form.s the basis on which the revenue is collected, many of the· .·: 
actual detaih have been modified and superseded. As already · 
shown, a large element of irregular tenure was introduced on the 
partition of the hall lands. In the ye~s of .·n:~al-a,dmi"?istra~ion 
whieh followed; other l<tnds have been obtamed by- bnbery ·and: · 
collus~:m with the officials, or· Imve been absorbed andSincor
I•ornted by those who have no right to them. Similar tep:lal~ ·_ 
apply to the rent-free holdings, many of which are, moreover, ' 
l)clie·rcd to be held by parties who have no claim to them. llatters 
hnYe been further com1)licatcd by different standard measuj:ea · ·• 
having been adopted in the grants which have been made' since', 
llaj Itana Zalim Singh's time. The raj bfgha then __ iiX;ed has , 
lJccn ignored, and the local and larger bigha, varying wit4 each par .. ? 
gana, inserted. Nor does a greater certainty,jCxist ~ regard to· the " 
lands on which (what may be called) a full aSsessment is patd. -N Q 

enquiry having been instituted sin~e the settlement. of\1807.~ · 
nllow.anee. has not bce!l made for the mc~ased pr<i~uct.!veness or 
deterwrat10n of the soil, nor have the holdings been tested. , -· ·· 

The total land-revenue is represented as . Rs. 17,47,197, ·of · 
Land-revenue. which sum- Rs. 13,21,943 . re~ch. . the 

treasury, the balance being the income _of 
the alienated lands, the principal of which, the' jagirs~ ~bsorh .·· 
Its. 1,52,802, the religious grants Rs. 80,625, and the paym~nt;of, , 
ofilcials Rs. 43,983. ltent .. free grants amount to Rs. 53,487, and 
,grants for village service are 'estimated at Rs. 59,958. The :man: . 
agcment of the land-revenue department of this State has been 
so neglected for years past that it is .not possible to place :absolute 
reliance on the above figures. The ·land-revenue is ,··tealized' 
through tlie medium of a person known·as the·nianotidar, whoi in 
addition to being the cultivator's banker,: is flirther. a security 
(hence his name) on his account to the State for the payment of. 
the instalments of revenu.e. These manotidars effect payment by· 
granting lnindis at one and two months' sight on the ·leading, 
bankers resident in Jhalrapatan city and the Chhaoni ; the officials 
then realize the money from the bankers. In return, the State is· 
considered bound to do its best in obtaining for the'manolidar the 
produce of the cultivators for whom he is security. There are 
some cultivators reduced to such a desperate state of poverty . 
that manotidars cannot be obtained for them;. such persons have .. 
the 1)roduce of their crops taken and sold by the tahsildar, who, 
after deducting the amount to be granted in advance for fooq and 
seed, credits the remainder to the revenue. The mode of assess
ment, as a rule, is asamiwar,, or by holdings.~· A rough measure:..· 
1nent is made during which note is take;pof the crops then present; 
to these several crop areas old-established revenue rates are a~ 



( 10~ ) 

plied, nnd tho nsscssment Is considered complete. Tho confusion 
which has prevailed for some time in the revenue department, ns 
already mentioned, renders it impossible to give these revenue rates 
as now existing, without lengthened inquiry, for which there has 
been no time. It appears they differ in almost every sub-division 

· of a pargana. · 
The theory that the State is the lord of the soil is here ;cry 

Land-k'llure. practically observed, so much so that, when 
· . . enhancing the re;cnhe of the kh:ilsa lands, 

n similar percentage of demand was levied on the j:igirdars under 
the revenue of enh:;tncement. The Tillage proprietor, or biswacHr, 
·docs not. appear to exist, except perhaps, to some extent, in the 

. Chauroehla. The cultivators are generally occupancy-tenants 
nominally, but the caprice of various managers seems to have 
made them in reality tenants at tho will of the officials. 'l'ho 
jagirdars furnish horses and men for tho police service of the State, 
and present themselves at head-quarters to pny their respects to 
the 1tlaharaj Rana on the occurrence of festivals. The religious nnd 
rent-free grants nrc held on the same conditions as elsewhere. ~ 'l'ho 
patois, or village headmen, have rent-free holdings in lieu of being 
held answerable for the collections of revenue; but the introduction 
of manotidars has relieved them of much responsibility. Village 
servants such as the Sansrl and Balai hold land in lieu of service. 
The lari.ds held in lieu of pay are, unless confiscated for mis-
beha vionr, life-holdings. ·· 

Cultivating Classes.-In the Chnumehla district the cultiva
tors are mostly· Sondias-a class of Rajput origin, but in their 
manners and customs now far removed from them. In the south .. 
east, the ~Iehwat£, Bhll, and Gujar arc the phief cultivators. In 
the Shahabad district Karars cultivate. The cultivators in the 
rest of the State are Jha.la Ra,jputs; around Jhalrapatan itself, 
KW.mis, Dhakars, J ats, l'ilinas, l\Ialis, and Gujars. 

POPULATION. 

Population.-The statistics under this head are not to be 
altogether tn1sted. By far the greater portion are Hindus ; the 
Jains ara 'ery few, but have some influence. There are a fair 
num~er of Musalmans, a good portion of them being Turkia 
Dobras, of the Shiah persuasion from Gujarat. 
. Castes, Clans, and Tribes.-0£ the Raj put, the greater numl)cr 

arc Jhalas; the Had us, Uahtor and Chandra-wat, are next in num
ber; then follow in equally small numbers the Rajawat, tho 
Solankhi, the Sesodia, the Suklitawat, and the Khinchi. Tho 
Drihmans, J ains, and MuSalrmins have alrrody been mentioned; 
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tlle nmhajan or banya is well represented: the~·'. are ri)rnths~: 
The town population conta.in the following working castes :- · · -- · 

Khati ... Carpenter. Da.rrl .. ~: Tailo;.'. . , . 
Kumha.r ••• Potter. Tamboli ' ... Betel-lea£ seller.; 
U an grez • . . Dyer. !Iochi · ' ••• S,hoeniaker ~ · ~/ t; 
Kahl.igar ••• Tinker. Cha.mar. . ~i 
Luhar ••• Blacksmith. Sunat •• ~ Goldsmith.'::·~ 
TCli ••• Oilman. Dhobi ••• 'Washerm.a.n.> 
Chhlpi ... Cloth-printer. Patwa · ••• Braider. ~., · ·· 
llis.i.ti ••• Pedlar. Julaha .~. Weaver. . ·• 

. and a Rajput class of stone-labOurers called Or. · The--wandering 
classes aro the Santhias, Kanjars, a.nd Nats. There· is :also · Di:··. 
nlit,'Tatory class of Lithars from. Marwar, who, it is said, on accQlint 
of scarcity of food in that . State, pass yearly through this State 
en route to Indore, and, on their return journey, spend two or· 
three months here in the execution of petty·contracts: they take 
as many as two or three hundred carts of implements wi,~h them~ : 

The description ~ven by General Malcolm in his Central Indi.a 
'l'he Sondia.s. of the Sondia~ or Son dis, l}a~ be~n . ~ourid 

. by local enqmry· to be substantuill.y cor• . 
.rect. A rough census lately taken shows their numberS i:n the. 
Chaumchla district of the State to be 19,860-all cultivators. In 
other parts of the State a Sondia is rarely· found. Their chief 
clans arc Rahtor, Tawur, Jadon, Sesodia, Gehlot, ·Chohan,. ·arid 
Solankhi. The Chohans are 'said to have come from Gwalior and · 
Ajmer, the Rahtors from N agore of llarwar~ and the Sesodias and. 
others from Mewar from seven .to nine centuries ago.. . .. TheJJhau:.,. ·· 
melua Sondias consider themselves as descendedJrom."Rajputs of 
the different clans, and assert that the families .they are descended 
from are now in several instances holders of influential jagirs in 
the States from which they emigtated.. One account'm~kes out. 
that the people derived their name from the'oountry whiCh:~ being 
bounded by two rivers of the name of Sind, was called Sir,Ldwarn, · 
corrupted into Sondwara, which caused the inhabitants to, be 
called Sondias. The other account makes t~e people give the· 
name to the country, their name being a corruption of the Hindi: 
word Sandhia-twilight, not mixed (neither one tiring nor the · 
other). A Sondia, with his comparatively fail' complexion_ rothid 
face, sha-ven chin, and peculiar large, white turban, is at once distin
guishable frdm other classes. Though given to quarrelling among . 
themselves, more particularly over land, they can combine, as 
was recently seen when a deputation from a pargana, copsisting of . 
over one hundred persons, retired in sulks,- owing to one· .. of :their . 
numl1er haYing ~ad .his. turban knock~d off by a sepoy, which wns 
considered a.s an mdigmty to the whole body, and resented as such. 

. . . 
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They arc simple and.vcry i~ornnt, and still given t.o taking "What 
belongs to others, which n~w chiefly shows itself in cattle-lifting • 

. They hat"o taken . to agnculturc, and some of the Clmu1nehb 
patels are well-to-do, b~t, as a class, they do not appc~.r thrifty, 
and· their village expenses arc very high. A few villages arc hclcl 
in jagir, the remains, it is said, of considerable possessions granted 
originally by t:Q.c liuhammadan emperors as an inducement 
to settle. The following is the account given by lialcohn in 
his Central India referred to above, of the Sondias in his 
time:-
, "They are often called Raj puts, but arc mixture of all classes, : 
or rather descendants of a mixed race. In their origin they were 
probably outcasts; and their fabulous history (for they consider 
themselves as a distinct people) traces them from a prince who, in 
consequence of being born with the·face of a tiger, was expelled 
to the forests, where he seized upon women of all tribes, and 
became the progenitor of the Sondias, or, as tho term implies, 
' mixed race, ' some of whose leaders soon after settled in 1.Ialw::t, 
where they have .ever since maintained. themselves as retty 
zamindars, or landholders, as well as plunderers. 

'' That the Sondias have a claim to antiquity, there can be nq 
. doubt; but we have no record of their ever having been more 
th:1n petty robbers, till t?-e acc~d~nt of their land_s being divided 
among four or five local authonbes, always at vanance and often 

. at war with each other, combined With the anarchy of Central 
Iriclia during the last thirty years, raised them into importance as 
successful freebooters. Though often opposed to tho Grassias, 
who are seftled in the same tract, a congeniality of pursuit has led 
to their being much associated with the latter, and par:ticularly sinco 
the insanity of J eswant Rao Ilolkar. From that date, neither lifo 
nor property wns secure within the range of the lawless l)ands of 
Sondwara, most of whom, from breeding their own horses, were 
well-mounted. At the peace of Mundesar, the Sondias were 
estimated in number at 1,219 horse and 9,250 foot, all subsisting 
by plunder, for the possessi~ns t~ey claimed as ~heir own were 
in a state of complete desolatwn. -(Vol. I.) . 

"The principal among the illegitimate, or, as they arc often 
termecl, half-caste, Rajputs in Central India, are the Sudfs, 
who hat"e spread from Sondwara (a country to which they git-c 
the name) to many adjoining districts. A. short history of the1n 
has been given. They are Hindus, and take pride in tracing their 
descent from Rajput heroes; but their habits have led them, on 
many points, to depart from the customs of their fathers, and, 
except refraining from the flesh of buffaloes. and cows, they 
little observe the peculiar usages of the llindus. This tribe .. 
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jg divided into many classes or families,: whick take thert· IUl~e~ . 
from ltajput ancestors ; but all intermarcy. .. Seooiid ~rria~$ 
among thcll' women arc very. common; and, from· the stnct usage~ 
of the Uaj puts upon this. point, there· is none ·on _which they 
deem the Sondias to have so degraded· the race from which they 
arc descended. . - . · . . · · '· . . · 

" The Sondias have been either cultivators or plunderers, a~cord: 
ing t,o tho strength or weakness of the government ove:r: ·.them';: 
but they have ahv~ys h:id a tendency to predatory war, and hav~ 
cherished its habits, even when oblig~d to subsist by· agriculttirtf. : 
'l1heir dress- isc nearly the same as that of the other inhabitant~,· 
though they imitate in some degree the Rdjputs in pthe ·shape 
of their turbans. They are; in general, robust and active, but 'fud&; 
and ignorant tO' a degree. No race can be more: d,espl.sed a1ul 
dreaded than the Sondias are by the ot~er inhabitants of the:.'coun:.;, 
try. 'They all drink strong liquors, and use opium to-·· ~n e:X:cessli · 
and em:tncipat.ed, by their base' birth am.d their being con.Sidered· 
as outcasts, from the restraints which are· imperative upon. other 
branches of Hindu society, they give free scope to· the full ~ti~' 
fication oi every sensual appetite; consequently, vices are habi
tual to this class which are loo'ked upon by_ almost" every other 
with horror and disgust. · There is little u:riion: among th~ Son .. :~ 
dhs ; and acts of violence and murder amongst thethselves are 
c:ents of co~Ql<JD. occurrence,- even in what they deem·. J.>.~cea~~e:· 
bmes. The1r usual quan-els are about land• and each··party'ls 
prompt to appeal to arms for a decision·. ·This race· has· n.Ot been · 
lrnown to bo so ·quiet for a century, as at present .. Wh$ the Pin~··,, 
dari war .was ove~, their .excesses gave the British Goverriment:· · 
an opportunity of seizing _their strori'gP,olds and compelling thetn' 
to sell their horses, which has in a great degree depriveP: them of'
the allility to plun9,er; but still the presence of troops; iS es8~tial . 

,,.to repress t~eir turbulent disp?sition; and -~_long pe:ri<>d o~::Pea~ 
can alone gtve hopes of reformmg a commumty of so, restless and 
depraved a character .. The women of this tribe have' caught th~ 
. manners of their fa titers and husbands, and are not 'only bold, but , 
iJn1norf' l. The lower ranks are never 'veiled, appear ~broacl at 

. visits. and ceremonies, ap.d many of them ~re skilled in the' man~ 
age1nent of th~ h?rse, while. some have acq~ed fame <~n .the· 
defence of their villages, or, m the field, ~y their co~geous use • 
o£ the sword and spear. · · . · · ' ' ' .\ ·· ·.· · 

"At their marriages n:nd f~asts the Son~s are aided.pyBrah~. 
mans, but that caste has little. Intercourse With them, except when · 
wanted for the offices of religion. · Among~ this rud~ race''' 
Char:ins are treated with more courtesy; but the Bhats, who relate · 
the fabulous tales of their descentJ and the mtisici.aJ;ts,~"W"ho sing .· 

. ···, . ·· .•. I .;: .. ,:. ·. 
.• .A,. .: ': ·• • 
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their own deeds or. those of their fathers, are the favorites on 
whom they bestow the highest largesses."-(Vol. II.) 

.Religion.-Hinduism of the Vishnu form of worship is the 
religion of the greater number. The J ains have some tine largo 
temples in Jhalrapatan city. There are a few Dadu Panthis, 
Girls, Purls, and Nathis; also a very few of the sect called Kunda 
Panthi, who eat. in common out .of a vessel called a kunda., by 
way of symbolizing their indifference to caste rules. This sect 
has lately established itself here, and seems anxious to avoid notice, 
the members being seldom seen together, and forming, in reality, 
a secret society of religious free-thinkers •. The Kill Devi of the 
Jhala or ruling family is the goddess Biswanti. 
. State of Society.-:-The state of society is backward, educa
tion ·having made . but little advance. With possibly the excep
tion of the _Chaumehla and one or two districts, the condition of the 
agricultural classes, which is poor, owing, it is said, to too heavy 
an enhancement and. the fall in the price of opium combined, hns 
reacted on the banya class, several of ,whom, as manotidars, have 
found themselves out of pocket by standing security ior the 
payment of the revenue. The city of Jhalrapatan docs not wear 
the appearance of a thriving town; the houses of the principal 
banking firms, which are branches of the prosperous houses whose 
JJ,ead-quarters are at ~Iathura, Ajmer, and Indore, must form an 
exception, for they have enjoyed unusual opportunities of gain, 
and some of them have profited by privileges granted many years 
ago. Sandstone, easily got at, and very workable, being plentiful, 

• houses arQ principal.Jy made of. that material ; the poor make 
dry-stone ·walls of it, covered by a roof of either roughly
made tiles or thin stone slabs of the same sort supported on 
either wooden or stone rafters-those better ·off add · mud o~ 
~~~ . .. 

· Occupation.-0£ the Ra,jputs, the only class at all extensively 
employed on agriculture is the Jhala; the re.st of the clan of that" 
name refuses, however, to intermix with these cultivators. The 
B.rahmans are employed either on religious or mernal services. 
The banking classes are composed of about three-quarters Jain ancl 
one-quarter Vishnu. The Bohras carry on retail business in various 
wares, chiefly tin and iron. The Kayaths, as elsewhere, are clerks. 
The banking interest has for some time been largely represented 

· among the State officials. 
Education.-Education is in its infancy. In the districts, the 

g:ioii gliru, or village priest, teaches the young people, chiefly the 
sons of banyas and Brahmans, their mode of keeping accotmts, 
nnd the rudiments of reading and writing the guttural local 
Hindi. . In Patan city, and in the Chhaoni, there are town schools 
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at which IIimH, Urdu, and English are understood to be taught; 
the teachers, ho'TI"cvcr, arc not very capable, and doubtless have 
not had n1uch encotll'agement; the result is that very few boys 
leave the Echools 11ith any appreciable degree of education. . 

ADMINISTRATION. 

Admiuistratire Sub-divisions.-Twenty-two parganas (as fol-
lows) constitute the administrative sub-divisions:- . . 

Stt'b-dh'is/ons. Yillages. Sub-divisions. YiUages. 
Chcchat 44 Delanpu.r 149 
Su.kct 54 Aklera . 32 
Khcd.baJ • • • 22 Charelia . 19 
Zulmi 10 J\fandhar Thana ••• 131 
Urmal-Jhn1rapatan 128 Jawar · ... 47 
13ukari 73 Chhlpa Burod .. : ... 163 
Richlnd. 133 Shahabad · · · 259 
Asnilwar ••• ••• 26 Pachpahar ••• · 77 
Ilathi 42 .!war 40 
Kotm Dhatta .. . • •• 45 Dag . ' •. • •• • 86 
Sarcrn, ... •• . 37 Ga?grar 123 

As "'irill be seen, these sub-divisions a~e very unequal, and·· 
require l'evision. For the custom tariff, the four parganas of 
llachpah~1r, .!war, Dag, and Gangrar-locally known as the 
Cktumchla-are distinct from the rest of the State, as is of 
necessity the detached and differently placed pargana of Shahabad. 

Judicial System.-In the time of personal .rule, the pargana 
ofl1cials hacl certain criminal, civil, and revenue powers; petitions 
ag-ainst their decisions, or heavy cases, were brought before the 
?.Taharaj Rana through the head of the Palld Khana, the chief, as 
before stated, either settling them himself, or referring them to the 
par3ana officials. At that time no fees were taken: matters of debt . 
were mo~tly settled by mutual agreement; agricultural implements 

·'were never sold. In 1850, criminal and civil courts were established 
at the capital ; for two years they existed but in name, for the real 
powers lay with the Palld Khana, which decided cases verbally. In 
18G1 these courts were re-established, but had only the power to 
dr:nr up the records of cases, and submit them to the ~Iaharaj Rana 
for orders. About 1874 the system now in force was arranged, 
l>ut it is only lately it has had a fair trial, for, till then, these 
courts had to 11ay their establishments from the proceeds of fines 
l'ealizcd, antl their action was interfered with by the late kamdar. 
rrhc systen1 at present is as follows :-The tahsil COllrts have 
in erilnin::tl matters powers up to one month's imprisonment and 
Tis. ,_to fine. The tahsildars of the Chaumehla and Shahabad have 
superior powers, i.e., hYO months' imprisonment and Rs. 50 fine;. 
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· in civil cases their p~nrers nrc undefined. Appeals from tho ueci-
. sions of the tahsildars lie to the criminal and civil courts at head
quarters, half a month being the time allowed for appeal; the 
powers.of the former are one year's imprisonment anu u~. 100 fine. 
The powers of the civil court extend up to Rs.l,OOO. Appeals from 
the decisions of the two courts above-mentioned lie to a rnmch:1yct, 
or appellate court consisting of three members whose po··;rcrs in cri
:n:iinal cases extend to three years' imprisonment and Rs. 300 fine ; 
in civil suits theirpowcrsarclimited toRs. 7,000; two months re
present tho time allowed for appeals .to this cou.rt. In criminal mat
ters the courts were directed to be guided by the Penal Code temper
ed by locru·custom. · In civil cases, fees are taken at 12! per cent. 
nominally ; but the practice has been to make that the outside 
limit, and to take fees· in accordance with the wealth of tho person. 
Till lately, proceedings stopped with·the granting of a decree, exe
cution of it being seldom heard of.. Cases beyond tho powers of 
the appellate coll:rl, as well as appeals from it, are heard by the· 
head of the Stat~, who ~lso disposes of revenue matters beyond the 
powers of the tahsildars, which are undefined. . 

· . Police.-The police organization is complicated. In regard 
to enlistments, discharge, pay, and somewhat also in regard to 
discipline, the district police are under a central office called the 
Sibundi. The 'force; which numbers about 100 horse and 2,000 

foot, is distributed over the country: some are under the orders of 
ihe tahsildars for purely tahsil work ; others perform police duties 

·imder the same official, who has under him an officer called a 
;peshkar, quite unconnected with real tahsil work. The other 
portion of the force is under three officials called girai officers, 
who are expected to be going the rounds of their several 
districts on the look-out for highway robbers and dacoits; the 
greater part of this portion of the force is told off to outposts. 
It is supplemented by sowars and footmen from the regular 

, forces, which accompany the girru officials on their tour. Both the , 
peshk:irs (through the tahsildars) and the girai officers submit 
their reports and proceedings to the head of the criminal court ; 
but, till lately, the subordination to the criminal court 1ras 
nomina1. 1'he town of Jhalrapatan and the Chhaoni have muni
cipal police u~der kotwals in subordination to the criminal court. 

J ai.l.-Formerly, all prisoners were confinetl in the forts at 
~tandhar Thana, Kailwara, and Shahahi.d. ..:-\.bout the year 1SG5 
a central jail was instituted, and in 1871 a Eurasian Superin
tendent ~was appointed to it. This official, ha-ving had expe
rien~e in the North-Western Provinces, succeeded in bringing 
the jail into good order. The prisoners arc employecl on road
making, and in the manufacture of paper, rugs, and cloths. Disci-
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plinc and cleanliness arc maintained. The number of prisoners 
Yarics fro:::n 100 to 130. 

Comuuilications.-The only metalled roads in the State are in 
t1lC Chh:'toni, ancl one from there to Jhahap~itan city, 2l miles 
in len;::;th; there is one in course of constn1etion from the 
Kobh ~h:Jltndary to the Chhaoni for a length of 18 miles: this 
road will ntcct one being made in Kotah, and thus establish 
goocl cmnmunic::ttion between the two places. All other roads 
:ire eountr:v-cart tracks which, in the rains, are useless for wheeled 
traflic, as ~chicles arc unable to proceed in the saturated black 
soil. rrhe principal routes of these tracks are to the south-east 
to\rrmh the high roau between Agra and Bombay; to the south 
tmranls Agar and Indore; to the south-west towards Ujain; to the 
west in tho direction of Nim.'lch; and to the north-west towards 
Kot:.lb, ·which line the new metalled road i.ti that direction is to 
ta kc. .Along the south-east and south routes, ·traffic ~s carried 
on '\Tit h Bombay through Indore, opium being ~xported and 
l~n!.:.;li.,;h cloths imported; grain from Bhopal is also imported by 
thc~e routes. By the north-west route, grain from Haraoti, and 
n small quantity of cloth from Agra, are imported. · 

TOWNS. 

Principal Towns and'Parganas.-The chief towns in' the State 
~n\' the follmving :-Jhalrapitan, ·the Chhaoni, Shahabad; Kail~ 
'r:ir~, Chhipa, nurocl, l\Iandhar Thana, Bukari, Suket, Chechat, · 
Pachpah:h·, Dag, ancl Gangrar. ·.· · 

The olcl town of Jhah·apatan lay a little to the south of thd 
modern site along the llanks of the . 
Chandarhhaka stream, which is now a few 

furlongs fl'Ol1l the centre of the. new town. The name is said by 
Toc..l to mean the city of bells, as the old town, being a place of· 
some sanctjty, contained lOS temples with bells to correspond. 
It \Yas also knolV11 frmn its position by the name of Chandioti
N agri. This city was destroyed and its temple despoiled in the time 
of Auran~;z,~h ; all that was left of the ancient J;>lace in 1796 was· 
the temple of " Sat Sehcli," or Seven Damsels (still standing in 
the new tm-rn), and a few Bhil huts armmd it. In that year 
~{Llinl Singh founded the present city, removing the tahsil from. 
Urmal to Jlw.lrap:Han., and building a city-wall. 'ro encourage 
blh~lJitants, he placed a large stone-tablet in the centre of the chief 
lmzar, on which was engraved the promise that whoever settled 
in the town w·ould be excused the payment of all customs-dues, 
nnd that, of whatever crhne convictecl, his punishment shoul<.l not 
e:s:ccccl a fine of Rs. 1-4. These terms quickly attracted traders from 
Kot:J.h and _]Iarwar, especially from the latter place. In 1850, 
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during the life-time of the late Maharaj Rana, tlw kamclar Hindu 
Mal had this stone-tablet removed and. thrown into tho large 
tat;~ on which the ~ity stands, from which time, the privileges 
e~Joyed up to that tune were annulled. The talao, or tank, is 

. said to have been made by an ' 1 Or" Raj put named J e.su. Zalim 
Singh, however, put it into repair, and constructed a masonry 
ch::tnnel from it for a length of two miles, by means of which the 
lands of the neighbouring village of Gandhor are irrigated. Tho 
chief bankers reside at Jhalrapatan. The mint and other Raj 
establishments are there, and the head-quarters of the Jhalrapatan 
pargana. · 
. The founding of this town has already been mentioned in the 

· The Cbhaoni. history of tho State: here are situated tho 
:. . . J\Iaharaj Rana's palace, and all .the various 
courts; offices, and departments; it is situated on a rising stretch 
of rocky ground; its present great want is a proper water-supply 
for drinking and. bathing purposes. The population is considereu 
larger than that of Jhalrapatan. 
. .. Jn 1872-73, Lieutenant Holdich, R.E., commenced a plan 
of ·the cantonments of Jhalrapatan on the 12-inch scale; these 
cantonments, however, were found to be little more than a 
collection of mud huts built round tho Raja's palace, tho real 
9ld city being about 4 miles to the south, situated to the cast 
of a good-sized lake, the palace being built on the large rna-

. sonry dam. A small square fort overlooks the town frmn the 
summit of a jungle-covered hill to the north. The city itself 
is also walled and is the real capital of the State, although 
the Raja has taken up his residence at the cantonments. 
At about 2! miles to the north of the cantonments is tho 
fort of Gagraun, in the Kotah territory. The name of the 
city was originally Patan, but was re-named Jhalrapatan by 
the fu;st Raja, who was a Jhalra Rajput. It is situated at the 
foot of a low range of hills running from south-east to north
west; the drainage from these hills to the north-west of the town 
is collected into ·a good-sized lake by a large and very solid ma
sonry dam, about two-thirds of a mile long, on which are sunclry 
temples and buildings, as well as the old palace. The town lies 
behind. this ·dam,· the general level of the ground being the same 
height as the water of the hke in the cold weather. Between the 
city-wall and the foot of the hills are a number of gardens wat~recl 
by a small canal, brought from the lake. Except on the lake s1de, 
the city is protected by a good masonry-wall with circular bastion3 
and a ditch capable of being filled with water from the _lake. 
This ditch, however, ceases in the centre of the eastern face. 
From. the west2 and passing by tho city on the ~outh at a distance 
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of ,100 or 500 yards,:flows the Chandarbhakariver, which then bends 
to the north-east, and pa,ssing through the hills joins the Ka1i 
Sindh, after u bout 4 miles of open country. From the north or the 
town n n1etallcd road is carried over a very low part of the range 
and continues due north to the cantonments. Between this road 
and the CL.andarbhaka, on a hill150 feet above the city, is situated 
the small square fort mentioned above; it has never been com-
11lctcd and is of no importance. ·The country to the north' of this 
r:anall range is :flat and fairly well cultivated, and through this is 
the road to the cantonment, locally always called the "Chhaoni." 
},rom the north city-wall to the Raja's palace in the Chhaoni the ·· 
distance equals 4 miles 3 furlongs. This new palace is enclosed by· 
a high, apparently strong masonry-wall, forming an exact square, 
·with large circular bastions at each corner and two semi-circular 
ones in the centre of each face, the length of each· face being 735 .. 
feet. The principal entrance is in the centre of the eastern side, and · 
the approach to it is along the principal street of the bazn.r run
ning due cast and west. A little more than a mile to the south
''cst of this palace is a sheet of wat.er, formed by damming-up 
the drainage on the north side of the range of hills ·already men- . 
tioncd in connection with the city; below this lake, and watered . 
by it, arc several gardens, and in the centre. of one the Raja ·is 
lJuilding himself a bungalow, surrounded by a canal to be kept 
full of water from the lake. About a mile and a half to the 
cast of the Chhaoni is the Kali Sindh river, which just ·here :flows. 
nearly north and south, and is the boundary between Jhah1war 
and Kotah. 'fo the' north is the road leading to Gagraun fort, 2}
milcs distant, passing over rocky, undulating ground; it is un
mctalled, but is 1)assable for carts, although decidedly rough 
and bad. A quarter of a mile from the fort, the road crosses 
the Ahu ri"rer into the Kotah territory, the bed of which is between· 
bj gh banks and is a bout 200 yards across. During the cold season 
the water is not more than ,_to or 50 yards wide, quite shallow, 
flo"IT"ing over pebbles close under the southern bank. The 
remainder of the bed is sandy or shingly. Half a mile to the 
~outh-east this river joins the K.ali Sindh. 

Gugraun is situated on a straight rocky ridge running south-
Ga!!rauu cast and north~ west, and consequently 

o • parallel to the low range between 
Jh::tlrapatan city and cantonments. 'l'he city, such as it is, 
is on a low part of the ridge, the large and important fort 
protecting it on the south-east, whilst a smaller and half-ruined 
fort }Jrotects it on the north-west; the city is also itself surround-· 
cd by a, masonry-wall connected with these forts, so that from 
outside the whole place appears to be one. No objection is m:1de 
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to n.ny one (ntering tho town or northern fort, .but neither nati~e 
nor Europe[l,n is allowed inside the south-eastcrn, which com .. 
mands the town thoroughly, and is separatecl fron1 it by a deep 
ilitch cut in the solid rock· and a high strong walL As alrr:llly 
mentioned, the Ahu river is about 400 yards distant fron1 the fort, 
and, flowing parallel to its south-western face, joins the Kali Sindh 
almost at rigb.t-angles; the two together then pass through a gap 
in the tidge, over· rapids, turning the south-east extremity of tho 
fort, ~nd form a large and deep ·pool of water. The caurse of the 
Ka1i Sindh is here abruptly turned to the north-west by a second 
ridge, shp.ilar to, but even more rocky and somewhat higher than,. 
that ·on which Gagraun is situated; it continues its course between 
these two· ridges, flowing directly below the north-east face of 
Gagraun for a mile and a quarter, when it again abruptly turnS' 
to the north~east and pas&es through a gap in the second ridge, 
and thence finds its way through t~e higher ranges beyond. Thus 

·. tlie Kali Sindh and the Ahu flow very nearly parallel to each other 
at a meml distance of about 600 yards, but in contrary directions,. 
Gagraun being situated between them, but immediately above.thc 

,, Kali Sindh. In flood-time the whole space between the two rid;;c:;; 
is filled· with water almost up to the fort walls, on the precipice 
·above; and not many years ago the city itself; which lies low 
between the two forts, was flooded, the A.hu and K~ili Sinclh joinin;
each other through it, thus isolatingthe south-cast fort. Such 
a body .of water not being able to escape fast enough through the
small gap in the second ridge, a portion of it makes its way up 
the valley to the south-east, and escapes through another gnp· 
and flows up the next, a much larger valley, and rejoins the main 
river at the foot of the large hills beyond. . 

In former years, Gagraun app~ars to have been a small town 
with an unimportant fort crowning the top of the ridge; ZLilim 
Singh, however, seems to have thought it a good military posi
tion, and built the present fort completely surrounding the o?d 
one, which now forms a sort of citadel on the top. Tlw south
western face of the ridge \vas completely buil~ up with solid ma
sonry from the level of the ground to nearly the foot of the old 
walls;· at the south-east extremity the wall runs along the top 
of the rocks, with the exception of one huge outlying solid b~s
tion nearly circular, which rises from the river-bed; the north-

. cast face of the ridO'e beinCI' naturally very precipitous, the wall 
is carried along the top; the north-west end, which overlooks tho 
town, is strongly fortified; a deep ditch hr.s been cut through the 
top of the ridge under the walls and continues ne::trly to the end 
of the fort under the south-west face, but gradually becomes shal
lower till it dies away. The principal entrance is from the town. 
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After a ditr h has been crossed by a permanent stone bridge, q. 
passa~e lies betl'i·een two high bastions, but without any gateway;: 
the road then curves a little to the right, slightly ascending be
tween vf'ry high walls, and the great gate is reached; on the left of,.. 
but outside, tlus· gate is a small postern leading down to the river .. , 
On entering, the path skirts a large excavation in the rock, intended . 
to hold water, hut often quite dry. Beyond this is a high wall, but 
with no gate, and behind the wall are a number of old buildings, all 
1nore or less in ruins, except the one occupied by the kiladar. A . 
sPcond wall is then.rnet with, which is believed to be the north .. west' 
wall of the origin~! fort. ~rhis inner place is approached by a zigzag 
aurl through a large gateway, and a tolerably open space is fmm<l. 
with trees about it, and some long lines of.buildings under the wall$ 
on the right, where sepoys live, a store-house or magazine, and' 
the ruins of a palace. A wall again divides this into twQ, and 
from behind this is a sloping road behYeen two walls through ~. 
1)ostern down to the river. 'l'his is no longer used, and is built up.· 
'fhe c:xit from the citadel to the south-east is by a simple door .. 
way in the wall, from which there is a descent till the end wall .· 
immecliately over the river and to the large circular. bastion already '

1 

n1entioned. By a turn to the right, and taking the road back. 
towards the town, but outside the citadel, a narrow space is reached · 
with a small precipice surmounted by the cita,~l wall on ther~ght, • 
aiHl protected by the ramparts on the top of the huge south-west ·. 
walls on the left. These ramparts are 60 or 7Q feet above the · 
g1·ound outside. Continuing along this path a ramp is seen by 
which the walls overlooking the town ·and protecting the principal 
entrance may be ascended. On the north-east face there is but one 
wall, the precipitous nature of the hill here ren4ering .a second and. 
lo,ver ·wall unneeessary. . 

'fhe noticeable feature in the country around Gagraun is th~ 
extreme straightness and wonderful parallelism of the two ridges, 
not only immediately at the placejtself, but for two o1· three miles on .. 
either side. The larger hills beyond, again, although much broken, 
also show a similar character; and in the valleys where the Kali 
Sindh lays bare the rocks below, it is equally marked. Both hills 
and valleys are thickly wooded, and those long straight walls of' 
jagged rock projected up above the jungle are very striking. The 
gorge by which the river finds its way out into the open plains is 
very fine, high precipices alternating with wooded slopes on either 
side. One precipice, absolutely verticqJ. was plumbed and found to 
be 307 feet in height. This is known by the name of the "Gid 
Kerai," or Vulture's Precipice, and, it is said, was formerlY, used 
as a place of exeeution by the Kotah Rajas, the victims being 
precipitated on the rocks below. The tops of t];l.ese hills a1·e the 

nl 
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·culminating poir.ts of the range, and the sloprs 'fron1 them to the 
open country l1cyond are very gradual. Sambur and chital 
auou.ncl here, tnore especially near the bank~ of the Kali Sinllh; 
n1m1bers of ti~;ers, too, wander up and down the valleys, but it h 
diflicult to shoot them in the cold weather, as they escape through 
the thick jungle over the hills ; bears, too, are said to be found. 
'!'here arc numerous footpaths up and down the hills, principally 
used by .wood and grass cutters ; but there are only two 

· passes at all frequented-one nearly north of G:lgr:nm, up tho 
Amjar valley to Panwar, and the other about 2! miles futthcr 
up the rang;e, which leads tp Rajpura; they arB both stony an(l 
rocky; and· not fit for carts, .but passable for laden camels.· Du· · 
ring the dij season many of the rapids are fordable on foot, but 
are very rocky, and, the rocks being slippery and the stream strong, 
they are by no means convenient fords. Below the fort is a very 
good ford, but the ascent into the fort is not goocl ; horses can go 
ll:P and down, but with some little difficulty. At the junction of the 
Ahu and Kali Sindh a large boat is kept, but is not mueh used 

. during the cold weather. Further up-stream is the Tolaghati 
ford, which is very rocky, but passable for horses; the next is the 

- l.Ianderi ford, due cast of the Chhaoni, whiqh is passable for 
carts; the road is cut through the banks on each side, the left 

• side of. the river-bed being a rocky slope, the remainder stony 
· and shingly; the water is about knee-deep, running swiftly 
over large stones; it is frequently used, being on the principal 
:roacl to the east from the Chhaoni; above this, again, there 
are other fords fit for horses to cross, but they are not much 
used except lJy wood-cutters. The Ahu and Ka1i Sindh rivers 
form the bound..'lrv between the Jhah1war and Kotah terri-v . 

tories, and chaukis are built on either side of the Tiver at· the 
Manderi gh:U. Jhalawar also has one at Tolaghati. 

Shahabad is situated in the detached pargana of that name, 
· Shalliibad. w_hlch was first ... granted ~o the son of Zaliru 

Smgh by the Kotah chief, and afterwards 
becan:te a part of the Jhalawar State. The town was founded a long 

. time ago, by whom is not known, but it is said that the lower fort 
wasconshucted by RamandLachhman, the heroes of the lla1nayana. 
The to® contains about 1,000 houses, and a mosque of .A1imgir's 
time. The houses are built of masonrv. · The water is deemed 
unhealthy. Zalim Singh lJuilt an upper a/fort on the hill above the 
town. Betel.;leaf is extensively grown. 

This is also situated in the Shahabad pargana. There arc hot 
SJJrings near it, ~ituated in ~had.Y woods, 

Kail vni rn. '-' 
where a fair is held in the· hot weather. 

In the north-cast of t~c main portion of the State •. :For:merly 
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Chhf 'l3ufod. . · · four ~iJ¥ges .st?ocl he1:e ; 3' pne, •pf .thebl.t[ 
~· · Burodm, oontatmng a.consid~rabl~:nuD'lber,:.·:1 

()f Chhipis.. . In 1801, Z3J!m S~gh, looking tQ th~.~ql?J~t n~~urel 
of the. trmes, cau.sed the mhab1tants ~f the thre~ otlie:r;~ag~s· ~~~:. 
move 1nto Durodia for safety1 and named the place Chhlp~ Bnrod ;.1 : 

and at the same time removed the adja~nt~hSil ·of BrunbQ.!i·~o;~ 
this place. It is now.thehead-quartersof,a,tahsil·'·: 7,,.;:.,: il':/\ ... :,: 

. liandhar Thana is the head-q11arters ora tihsU ;lt was fQnneri$)~ 
Mandha Tha . · · .·· called K.hata K.ltert· Iri ·the .~~s Of t4ti~.· 

1' r na. · ·' , ... Delhi.e~pero1:'Sj\he parg~~-:1Yt\S;: ,giy~~~t$)(}. 
:Nawab Mandhar Khan, who built.the present t<Jwn·and:.~ed.it 
after himself. The place fell'intothehands ofthe Blills, 'atid,wa.$ 
taken from them by Maharao Blrlm. ~irigh of !,·Ko~ah.; · \~P.e -irln~l: 
fortress is very ancient; the O"l].ter one was made by llJill:d''Siri.ghi a~<i,: 
the c~ty-walls were e~ted ~~ Z~~~.:S~g:Q.'s.}ime~.· .;·~lla:· tcJw#,.'~ 
contains 590 bpuses, g~nerally:,built of .bn<$: wth;t~atc~ed ~Q~~r;: 
llelow the fort, the nvers Parwan and Kaw meet, and ·form. al:: 
deep ;pool. The place is n'?~ed for'~~ the_· man.l:t,~CtJJ;tt!f,, of ~-pr~~~·.· 

·· utens1ls. A large teak forest lS .close-~ t,he toW!!•. · ··'. ·r·<r~y~~<.:4<Ns . 
. This is. a very ol4;.town fo~erly~~tpEY' .head~qba!te:r,s: .. ~fi,;1~1\ 

; suket . · • 'Sukhtawat · RaJp~tf... There::. was~.l!r~,;;f~·~ 
. . . ~ . . • . which was· ~estroy~ea by the . ~I~~ljas;~ 

"\V1thm the rums 1s the ~Jhala KUI ;Devr.,temple,~·whith~rJ: the: 
l{aharaj Rana goes to w-orship on ~lie ,o<;oas~o~·. o:£' th~· ~aset~.;; 
f t . 1 ··rt · th h ad · · rte f · .~-~·hsn ·. ·~ '··· ., ·· · · · J;· ., ....... • · • · · · 
e~ 1va ·• IS. e. e qua rs o a w ".f., .• ···~· •''· · ··· .. ·· " . ·.·.· 

Che~hat was·also fOJ-merly ·ap~rt of the~·'su.k:lit~w~t·:1Jt~jputs;~ 
· Ch hat. · · .·possessions,~bu~ ;was .takeii fro1n;~~~.1b1· 
. · ec . ~ja Bhlm.Singh of Kotalr •. " ~t·.is{~~so.:J~~ 

head quarters-of ... ·tahsil ···· · · · · .. ··· •,. •· · J··'·" ,, ,,.,o,. - . ·. "' •.. · ·; ... ;·. .. . : · .. ·.··: .. : ··, ;·:_, :'J..', ~rtt·?r -.·\f~fr. 

Pargflnas~~The tahsil to"\Vll of· :P~clip~:i,r.}ro;m ;w1ii~)I;.;the 
Pa~hpahar. p~rgana takeS' l~_s ~~e, JS s~tua~ed,~~. fir,~ 
,.,, · hills, .from ·.which: cucum.stance. the:iname 

is ,der~v~d. It, is' ._said to have .b~~n. orig~~llytfo~de~"·J?i~fl:~i 
. Pandus, then to have come under the· domlriion of ~aJa J,3Ikr~hlaJI~·': 

· :of U jain. I~ Akbar ~h:f~t's ·rei~~ it, :was ~ve:ti''\'ill.:''jagir to}h~;; 
1Ran1pura thakur,, from whom 1t was. wrested;:by:.thti•?)Jdrup~; 
!lana, who gave it to his nephew, ,the ' .. Jaipur:,·Rajaif' Holk.c:"tr· 
next became possess~ of it ... The British. Govemment:/took··it; 
from Holkar· and made it·;over to Kotah through·~zaurn,Si.ngli.:; 

. , The town contains 1,000 houses, <;>f which 30~ are· qft'~.1Janyas,~>20q' 
of Brahmans, and 100 of Musalmans .. ; .:~ , ·' . .: ,~f~~ "' · ~- ., , .. · 
, · '·· On the margin of a tank there are' si~ted two· telD.ple,s-...oil.d 
.of Jain, \the other of. V:ishlllL · uk third/ of .the" goddess :Mata, '·itlsg ·· 
exists, outside the village~ Each of: these temples contains~'stop.es.~ 
bearing ,certa:in inscriptions. . · '· ; · .. · · .. ·" ·· ·· ,.,; ... ·, ;.· 
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The p.'lrb<lna <!ontains 77 villages, which have lJccn divitlc(l 
thus-deserted, 16; given in religious or other grants, 5; and · 
khalsa, 56. It was surveyed on three dillerent occasions, viz., 
in Sambat 1006, 1025, and 1030; and the results arrived at 
show the entire area to be 1,57 ,OG2 bfghas 1·1: biswas,. the culti
vated portion of which is estimated at 62,-.tOO bighas 01 biswas; 
uncultivated, but culturable, 51,147 big has 2 ~ biswas; given 
in jagir, 3,181 bighas l1 biswas; whilst the remainder, on account 
·of its rocky nature, 1s totally unculturablc. The revenue amounts 
to Rs. 1,62,353-3. The assessment of land irrigated from tanks 
and wells is fixed from Rs. 2-8 to Rs. 10, whilst' that of n1:1l, or 

, land dependent on the monsoon rains, from Re. 0-<L to Rs. 1-8~ 
· The rights or dues· of patwaris, nazaram1s, &c., are recovered . 
· at the. rate of Rs. 21-3 per cent. Kan"lmgos, chaudris, patels, 

and patw;lris, in lieu of their dues, possess land given them in 
jagir. The chief products of the place are wheat, gram, Indian
corn,. opium, and tobacco .. The zamindars are principally of 
the Sondia caste, although Rajputs, Gujars, and ~Minas also follow 

. the same occupation; but their numbers in proportion to the· 
· Sondias are very small. They borrow money from :Bohras, or 
·village ·bank~rs, by paying interest at 1! and 2 per cent. per 
month. 

This pargana was founded by Sukhtawat Rajputs in the reign 
.A · of ~Iuhammad Sh{th, now about five centu-

war. ries ago. Mter undergoing certain dynastic 
changes, it came into the hands of IIolkar, then into that of the 
l\Iaharao of Kotah, ancl finally it was made over· to the chief of 
_Jhal{nvar. The pargana· contains L1,2 villages, of which 2 are 
given in religious or other grants, and khalsa 3:t. These 
villages· were measured in Sambat 100G, and the area was found 
to be 7u,370 b.ighas 3i biswas. rrhe cultivated portion amounted 
to 26,512 bighas, of which 3,822 bighas 13 biswas were given 
in jagir and religious grants; the remainder, viz., 45,030 bighas 
8 biswas, being entirely tmculturable on account of its rocky 
or stony nature. Piwat, or land irrigated from tanks and 
wells, is assessed from Rs. 4 to Rs. 10; while that of mtH, 
or land not artificially irrigated, from Re. 0-4 to Rs. 1-12. 
Khatabandi and }Jatwari dues are realized at 3 annas 4 pie 
per rupee. The patcls pay rent once in every three ,rears. 
The chief productions of the place are opium, Indian-corn, JOW<ir, 
wheat, and gran1; the last two are not very plentiful. The 
cultivators· are of the Sondia, Gujar, and ~lina castes. The 
officials appointed to collect the.revenue are styled manot.idars, 
who are paid at the rate of 2 annas per rupee. These officials 
also advance money and seed-grain to cultivators for the 



( 214 J 
improvement oi their lands, charging interest for the forme:r 
at 211 per cent. per annum; but, in the case of the· latter, they· 
take 10 seers over every maund for each year, e.g., if they 
aclnmce ono n1aund of grain, they recover li maund at the end 
of the .. year. The administration of justice is conducted as 
follows :-All civil cases above Rs. 7 are disposed of at Jhalawar; 
in proceedings of a judicial nature, the peshkar is empowered to 
imprison for a term of three years, and to inflict ~nes not ex~ 
ceeding lls. 50. ~latters connected with !and are disposed of 
by biladars, or a committee consisting of· three ,or more influential 
men of the place. The only two places of antiquity are· a ·.Jain 
temple, and a dargah of ~~In·an Sahib, a }fuhammadan saint. ·· · 

'fhis pargan..1. was founded by a Khatri in· the reign of Akbar 
D Shah. Previous to its foundation, an 

ag. old city called Anop~hahr existed in 
the nrighbourhood; the exact site of the latter cannot now be ascer
tained. Dag was originally under the chief of Pirawa, but 
since then, having passed into the hands of ·several of the Hindu 
:1nd ~Iuhammadan rulers, it eventually came under· the subjec
tion of Jeswant Rao Ho.lkar, from whom Zalim Singh,, the then 
1ninister of Kotah, farmed it with ten others ; but, on the 
creation of the Jhahiwar principality, it was made over.with three 
others to l\Iaharaj Rana }fadan ~Hngh, the first chief of Jhala-
1ntr. It contains 88 villages, divided into-deserted, 7 ; given in 
religious or other grants, 2 ; given in jag:lr, 10 ; and khalsa, _69. 
Judging from the measurements conducted ·4t Sam bat 1906, . it 
has been ascertained that these 88 villages covered an area ,of 
2,G0,31,1J bighas 3 biswas of ground, the cultivated area of which 
was put dmvn at· 37,791 big has 17 biswas, ·yielding an 
annual revenue of Rs. 81,402-3-3; since then, much of 'the 
cultivated land has been thrown out of cultivation, whilst that 
not. cultivated, though of a culturable nature, has now ·been 
brought under cultivation. This change led to an increase in the 
cultivated area, which is. now much in excess of its original 
extent, thus inereasing the revenue to Rs. 1,02,136-1-9; The 
assessment of land irrigated or irrigable from tanks or wells varies 
fr01n Rs. 3 to Rs. 7 per bigh'a, while that requiring no artificial 
irrigation from Re. 0-8 to Rs. 1,8 per bfgha. In Dag, however, 
the rate for the former is Rs. 12 per bfgha; The' usual rights or 
clues of kamingoi, patwargari, mandloi, and dharmada are recovered 
at the rate of Rs. 17-10 per cent. The patels and jagirdars also 
1x1y certain sums of 1noney once in every three years. · . 

~Ialut, or Indian-corn, and opium, grow in abundance; whilst 
jo\Y:ir, ·wheat, and gram are not so plentiful. The· zamincL.·us 
belong to the Sondia caste; some pay their rent direct to the Raj, 
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others through manotldars, or customs officials of an inferior 
rank, who are paid by them at the rate of 2 anna.s on each rupee. 
These men, in lieu of cash, recover their income in opiun1 anu 
grain. Sometimes they act as rural bankers to the zamindars by 
furnishing tp.em with seeds and manure, clk1.rging interest at 2 _t, 
and in some cases e-ven 50, per cent. per annun1. 'raka:vi 
udvanees are also made by the Raj to cultivators for the improve
ment of land at the same rate of interest, viz., 2.t per cent. per 
annum. · 

The administration of ·justice is as follows :-All civil cases, 
excepting those of an insignificant nature, are heard and disposr_•d 
of at Jhalawar; judicial cases are enquired into by the peshk:ir, 
who prepares the file and forwards it on to the head-quarters for 

_ orders, disposing of minor cases himself. He is not empowered 
to imprison, but can infli!3t fines not e~ceeding Rs. 8. 

· The remains of antiquity existing in the pargana are-a brf;C 
masonry tap.k known as Kalian Sagar made by Kilian Singh Chand
rawat' in Sambat 1663 -close by two dargahs or mosf1ucs of the 
~Iuhammadan saints called after the names of Ghaib Shah and 
Lal Hakani. There is also a masonry well made by one l\Iairn. 
Khau of Kotah, in Sam bat 1869; the ruins of an old makbara, or 
tomb', said to have been erected during the l\Iuhammauan rule. 

(:}angrar, the ~hief town of the pargana of the same name, is 

0 
situated close to the banks of· the Kali 

angrar. Sindh river. Originally, it possessed the 
name of" Gargarat." It is not kno"\m by whom it was fOtmdcd, bnt 
tradition says it was given in jagir by the Kairuv llajputs to one 
Garga Charga, a gliru, or a leader of the clan. Its subsequent 
history is analogous to those of the other parganas. It contains 
137 villages, classed thus-deserted, 16; granted in jagir, 20 ; 
given in religious grants, 4 ; and kh:ilsa, 97. These were mea
sured in Sambat 1906, out the area is not known. The re-venue 
amounts to Rs. 1,07 ,178. The system on which the assessment 
is based is-for piwat, or land irrigated from tanks and wells, Us. ~1 
to Rs. 6-12 per b:fgha; for mal, or land dependent on the monsoon 
rains, Re. 0-S to Rs. 2. 'The rights and dues of pahvaris, k:in{rn
gos, and other officials, are realized -at the rate of 17 per cent. 
A sum of Rs. 5 is taken annuall ~from each villa~e on the occa
sion of the Dasera and other festivals, exclusi-ve of another ruree 
for charitable purposes. The chief llroduce is opium, -wheat, 
gram, jowar, Indian-corn, sugarcane, and til. The cultivators are 
principally of the Sondia caste; but :Minas, Gujars, and R<1jp{tts 
in small numbers follow the occupation also; the proportion of 
the latter is, however, insufficient. Patels are only nonrinally 
known, whilst the chief working official is the manotid{lr or a 
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1nahajan, who is hdd responsible for the due payment of the rents· 
fl'om cultiYaiors. lie advances n1oney, seed-grain, &c.; on interest· 
at thr~ same rates as those obtaining in the oth~r parganas, a~d ~s 
paid by tho zatninclars at 2 annas on the rupee. · 

]leg-arcling the systenl or administration of justice, all' import .. 
ant eases, whcthm.· of a civil or criminal nature, are instituted and 
di . .;posed of in the courts of the capital, The peshkar in the latter 
case merely prepares the file and forwards it on to the head-quar
ters (Chh:.ioni) for disposal. 

Amongst the remains of antiquity may b~ mentioned an old · 
tank on tho borders of which exist a few cenotaphs or ckabutras 
of the ranis who became satis; over these ckabutras are large 
sbhs lwaring certain inscriptions. The town contain_s a very old 
lmilding close to the banks of the river now occvpied as ·a, 
kncberi or Raj office. In former times 'some jewellers' shops 
a ppcnr to have been established in the city, as small rubies and 
otlwr precious stones arc often found in the neighbourhood, even 
at the present day. 

'l'hi:3 is a small Bhil hamlet in the range of hills which 
divides Haraoti from Jhah1war, ·and 
some 14 miles east of the Jhalawar 

c::mtourncnt. It takes its name ·from a small temple adjoining, 
::mel is situated on the eastern extremity of the beautiful .lake. 
known as tho" lfansurwar," forme~ by throwing an· embank
lllent across the valley, ;which is here some· six or seven hun9-red 
~vards hro::td, and which may be said to be ·a continuation of 
tho one in wl1ich 1tfukandara, Gangrar, and }fandhar are 
located. The place is one of great beauty. The eastern, northern; 
nnd western sides of the lake are richly wooded to the water's 
ctlgc, while the karaunda, growjng in great profusion, not only · 
forms a thicl;:: network below, but covers the trees for some 30 and . · 
-10 fc·et of their growth. The place is one of the favorite hunting 
r·~sorts of the tJha1aw:ir princes, ·and always contains tigers. 
The embankment is at the western extremity of the lake. Tho 
lake is about a mile long by' a quarter broad. Towards the east 
it is shallow, and nms into long sedgy creeks and channels, all 
fringed ''ith trees. Apart from the beauty of the scenery ihe 
spot is famous for its historical associations. It is the site of a· 
(~ity of ancient times said to have been called Srianagri, which is 
stated tb have existed on the slope of the ridge along the southern 
bide of the lake, and to have extended westwards as far· as the 
Uj:1r, a1Jout a quarter of a mile to the west and rear of the present 
f'mlJankmL·nt. Nothing now remains save three old temples and 
the remains of others, and blocks of hewn stone which, covering a. 
b.rge area., t~stify to the former extent of the city .. ·Here and. 

Rata.dci. 
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there, too, the streets can be traced. In tho south-wcc;tem corner 
a village known as Gurguj has been subsequently established hy the 
Ehils. The largest temple is sacred to )Iah::ulco; the one adjoining 
it, to 1\Ia~1ji; while the third on the Ujar is a Sar~togi's, anll said 
to have been built by a Gwal. An inscription on son1c ruins to the 
south of the tank sets forth that it was a B-1-isunu temple erected 
by one Sah Damodur Sah on a !Ionday on the first of the dark por
tion of the month Karlik, Sambat 141~, to tho glory of God. The 
tovrn is said to have been one of the chief of the Khich-1. Raj, whoso 
capital was first ·1\Iau, some four miles due north, on the northe1n 
slope of the range, and afterwards Gagraun. The embankment of 
the lake is about 300 yards long by 30 broad. It is literally covered 
with most interesting sati remains, which are difficult to 
approach, owing ·to the way in ~hich ·the karaunda has en. 
shrouded titem •. It is only by clearing this away that they 
can be· inspected. Some 30 or 40 chlwtrts ancl chab1Uras with 
funeral stones still exist, while the ruins of numberless others 
strew the embankment .. Each stone bears the effigy of the dead: 
a cavalier mounted and armed at all points, and the wives who were 
burnt with hi:in. Underneath their names are written ; but the 

. letters on "Very many are entirely effaced. In the majority, only 
the top line is legible; while in a few, the whole remains. Com
mencing from· the northern end, the first is a stone bearing date 
Sam bat 1550 to Raj Sri ~Iaharaj Dhiraj niaharaj Sri Gungad:hji. 
The next is a fine large chhatrl built on a broad square stone-faced 
platform raised some four feet from the g~ound. The cllhatrl is a 

'large spacious one. A portion of the roof and the eight round stone
pillars remain standing. In the centre is a stone-tablet with a 
cavalier and five ladies; underneath is the following mscription: 
In Sambat 1578, on the 11th of the light portion of the month 
P6~, Monday, Rajan Sri Rao Sria departed: five Ranis burned 
with him, his wives-the Solunki and her slave-girl, the Sis6dniji, 
the Gaurji, the Kesodumji, the Suktawatji. He 1ras Lord of 
Gagraun~ liedana was his, ancl his abode Clan Khichi, Ramlote, 
Golan built on the corner of the chhatrf of Binayak (Ganeshji), 
Purdhan, ~Iachalpur, Puranapura (then follows a couplet in praise 
of Ram). Erected on the embankmentoftheMfmsurwar at Rat:idei. 
The remains of two other chablUras are immediately b('hind; one 
of these probably is that of Binayak, referred to in the precccling 
inscription-Sambat 1578 Bcrkhey P6s sud gy:iras Som1var ke din 
Raja Sri Rao S.ria deolok hua. Set liya paiich ranioii ne-Bhau 
Solunki aur ba,ndi, Bhau Sis6dni, Bhau Gaurji, Blmu Kesoclumji, 
:Bhau Suktawatji. Gagraun ka dhani, bas ka bhom :1\Iedana, Got 
Khichl, Ramlote, Golan, kone Binayak meldino, Purclhan, J[:ichal
purl J.>uranap":ll'a • • , M:insurw_ar ke pal par Rat:idei llansurwar ke 



( 218 ) 

ptil. Thencometwoothers on which onlySamliat 15t3a~dSmnbat· 
15t6 are readable, then one on whichis-Sambat 1516 on·the lOth.,· 
of the light portion of Baikh, Khawasji Sri Gunga Singhji set lmra: 
Putr Sri lliimji deolok hua. Then come others of 1587, 1555,: 
1213, 1511, 1516, 1505 (Raja Hanwant Singh), 1558 (Itaj Hart· 
Singh),-1566 (Deo Singh, son of Sheo Singh),1555·(Raoltaja Sheo.o. 
dqth Singhji), 1551 (Shco Singh)~ and 1504. The·one dated~l587 
has below it a statement that it WlS raised to the so~ of 1\Iaharaj 
!tam Singhji. The one with 1213 bears a cavalie:t: with .sword attd 
8pear, and the woman on a high. raised platfonn; tho inscription 
is not m"tdable. The one of 15511S covered by ~ chkf!-trl supported,:, 
by very handso~ely-carved pillars. In ~ny the dress ahd appearir 
ance of the parties represented are eunous. lz?. several, both thq.· 
cavalier and his ranis are represented as wearing,cro~ while·the 
horses of others are caparisoned to the knees-. .· · .~ · , , ·:' 

.At the extreme southern end is a chhatrl, the antiquity of which 
cannot be doubted. The tablet is a large broad stone of a whitish· 
color, different from all the rest, which are of a. reddish-brown.;' 
It represents a cavalier and seven women. Close to the last, 'and 
almost buried. under the karaunda overgrowth, is a small slab of 
stone not a foot broad by some 3 long, with an inscription: in· ~ans .. 
krit, the letters of which are beautifully and clearly cut, and so 
8harp that they look as if only done lately. I~ bears the . date 
1276. Captain Muir had it examined by pandits from Jhalawari. 
but none could read it. The tank~ it is.stated, was built by Raja J 

llan of Jaipur, who was sent by Akbar· to .punish Pi:rthirajrc 
ltahtor of Mau. But Raja Man lived about Sambat 1650 (A.D;.~ 
15!).1), or later than the dates on the sati stones.. The lake, too; is.: 
called Mansurwhr in Roo Sria's tablet of Sambat 15-78~.· To th~t 
te~ple of ~atadef is attached t~ legend that a sist~r of Ac~ 
Kich of Gagraun came to stay here, and was turned 1nto stone;.; 
A SIJ.?.all temple was erected to her, whi~h Zalim Singh enlarged. · 
tmd built of stone. , · . • ·~.. · _ 

About two miles to the west of tho lako the river'Ujar forces. 
:MC<Un · its way tlu-Qugh the ridge which bounds 

• · a. the v:alley on the north, cutting through 
tho rock ; this cutting is called the Chaupulda Mati.: On the 
northern side of this pass are the remajns of the· palace of 
licdana, another seat of the . Khichls, much of which ·is still 
standing on higher ground, and commands the entrance tail;le rUins· 
of the old fort, Underneath. the palace stood, it is said, t~e ' 
village or town of Medana. Thr~e temples, a chnatrt, and .som~ .. 
funeral stones only now mar~. the site. Two sati stones ~ear thQ 
date 1571, one bears luGO. · · , 

cl 



( 210 ) 

. The Ujar from here forces its way across the valley, and tltcn 
south through the 4ills through a long deep defile, wild and wood eel 
to the north, where it debouches on the plain at ~Iau. The 
whole range of hills abounds with stories of the "Ghatirao" 
(Lord of the· Pass), the Khichl ~Iehrao, one of the legendary 
heroes of past days. 

A large lake of that name two miles to the east of, and in the 
Kadila. same valley as, ltatadei and the niansurwar. 

.. . · It is upwards of two miles long by half a 
·mile broad. It is in a natural hollow, and formed by closing up a 
gap of some 250 yards long and 100 broad on the northern ritlge. 
The embankment is formed of large blocks of cut stone piled tier 
above tier. It is said to be much older than ~Iansurwar, and to 

· be very .deep. Kadila is stated by some to have been n. raja, 1Jy 
others a mahajan of :Mau., To the south oi K.adila there used in 
ancient times to be a large 'town called Rung Patan ; there arc 
now no traces left of it; it had a raja by name Lakha, whose 
rani was named Sodi. The story goes that one day they were 
both .listening to the song of a Dome named Bhola, and lrcro so 
pleased that the raja. promised to give the Dome whatever he 
chose to ask; the rani, who was on the roof, pointed with 
her finger to a valuable necklet she wore, wishing to prompt the 
Dome to ask for it. The raja saw the motion made in a large 
mirror he had before him, and, believing that the rani had intended 
the Dome to ask for herself, was angry, and gave her to the Dome. 
The latter served her as a devoted slave. Once only the raj:1 
and rani met, when they were at once changed to stone, and one 
chhatr£ covers the ashes of both; the lady, true in life to her 
lord, was burnt with, and united to, him in death. The chhatrt 
was built on the embankment of the K.n.dila talao; but time has 
removed all vestiges of it. 

· Fairs and Holy-places.-The principal twples in Jhalrapatan 
have the following legend as to the cause of their foundation. 
\\"'hen the new city. was being built, one Ganga Ram, ~Luhar, ·was 
engaged in building his house when he was told in a dream 
that four images would be dug out of the spot, and he was there~ 
fore to dig the foundations himself; he did accordingly, ancl dug 
out a stone box in which were found the four images-Dwarka
nath, Ramnik, Gopinath, and Santmith. Information of this was 
sent to Z:ilim Singh, then at Kotah, who hastened d_own and 
directed that a small boy should be given four slips of paper with 
the names of four Hindu persuasions on them ; whichever slip 
the boy placc(l on an ~age, that was to lJe consiliered the worship 
that image desired. The result was that Dwarkanath desired 
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Dalla hh Kul or the N ath Dwara persuasion, now represented by 
the large temple in Patan; Ramnik desired Vishnu liarjad wor .. 
ship, a]l(l has a temple inside the palace enclosure at the Chhaoni; 
Santnath desired ~Jain worship, and has a large temple in Patan; 
Gopimith ·wished for no worship, and, consequent11, has no temple. 
The legend regarding the Chandarbhaka strea~ 1s as follows :-:
A certain raja had leprosy which he found incurable. . One day, 
wl1cn out hunting, he pursued a black and white pig to where the 
present river now runs ; in a hollow close by there was water, ll;tto 
which the pig in despair jumped, and appeared the other side 
entirely black. The raja, seeing this wonderful result, deter
nlined to try the pool for his own recovery ; accordingly he 
bathed in it and was cured. The place thenceforth became 
a resort for pilgrims, and a fair is held here yearly in the: 
month of Kartik, when the ceremony of bathing is extensively· 
performed. The fair lasts for a week : bullocks, cows, buffaloes, · 
brass and copper vessels, and cheap ornaments are bought and sold; 
In the month .of Baisakh, another large cattle fair is held on the . 
banks of the large- Patan talao, where bullocks principally ex-. 
change hands, the zamindars of Haraoti and the adjoining States 
coming in numbers to make purchases. At Mandhar Thana, in 
the month of Phagun, there is a Sheoratri fair· which lasts for . 
fifteen days; here, too, buffaloes, cows, and bullocks are bought 
and sold, as also brass vessels and some. cloth. Zamindars from 
Rajgarh, Narsinghgarh, Patan, Haraoti, and K.hilchipur;assembla., 
there. r.l.'ho Khilchipur bullocks are much in favor. In Baisakh 
there is a fair held at Kailwara, in the· Shahabad pargana, wliich .. 
lasts for fifteen days. The people bathe in the hot pools a~ the 
place called Sita Bari, and buying and selling of ploug9--cattle · 
and agricultural implements goes on. People assemble from· 
Jhala war and IIaraoti, especially the latter . 

.Antiquities and Remarkable Places.-The ruins of the temples, 
idols, and buildings of old Jhalrapatan are found near the banks 
of the Chandarbhaka stream. An inscription found on a stone by 
Captain l\Iuir contains the name of a Raja Dmga Gul, and bears 
the date Sambat 748 or A.D. 692. One ~tory has it that a Raja, 
Hu founded this city; another ac·count gives the credit tp Raja 
Bhim, one of the Pandus ; and a third account is that the "Or" 
Rt1jput by name Jesu mentioned above (on page 207}, when: break- · 
ing stones, found his iron hammer turned into gold on a philoso
I)h~r's-stone, and, ·repeating the process with other hammers and. 
obtaining similar results) took up his quarters at the place and 
founded the city. · 
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GAZETTEER OF JODH~UR. 

GEOGRA.PliY.' 
' f ,·I,'):~'· ,I· . .,. 

Boundaries and Area.-Jodhpur, called als<1 Marwar,. i~:J the 
}[l,rgcst in extent of the Rajputana States. It is bol.mded .on the ·' 
north 1Jy Bikanir and Shekawati ; on the east by J aipur'· and •• 
Kh;lmngarh; on the south-east by Ajmer and Merwara; on the· 
south hv Sirohi and Palanpur; on the west by the Rann of Kachh, 
and the· Thar and Parkar districts of Sindh ; and on the north .. 
·wcst by Jesalmcr. It lies generally between 24o 30' and 27° 40' .. 
north latitude, and 70o 0' to 75o .20' east longitude. Its greatest'~ 
length, north-east and south-west, is about 290 miles, and its great .. 
c~st breadth 130 miles; and it contains an area of 37,000 square · 
miles. . . 

.. Oonfigura,tion.-The configuratio~ of . the country: may. be·· 
briefly described (as referred to below m the paragraph on geology) 
as a vast sandy plain, with, in the south-east third of the district,·· 
or to the south of the Luni river, various isolated hills of the same -· 
description as the Arvali range, but none of these hills are 
sufficiently elevated or extensive to deser:ve the name of mo~tain- .. , 
ranges. · · ·· · . · · : .,· 

Soils.-The soils of Marwar may be classified as follows : 11ai.:.' 
leal, the most common, is a light sand, having little or no earthy . 
admixture, and only fit for the production of bajra, inot and. mung, . 
. til, sesamam, water-melons, and other plants of the ·cucumber 
family; wheat is chiefly grown in a rich soil known as ckiknt£. 
(clayey); ptld is a yellow sandy clay adaptedfo.r barley; tobacco, .. 
onions, and vegetables; sajedi (white) is .a soil of a· siliceous. 
nature, only productive after heavy rains; and kkdri, alkaline <: 

earth, poisonous to all vegetation. . ·. . ·· . : · 
Geology.-The geological characteristics of the country are' 

. somewhat complex, and vary considerably as the district is· 
traversed from east to west.· The south-eastern boundary, viz., 
lfenvara and the Ariali range, part of which towards the south· 
is within the frontier of Marwar, consists principally of metamor .. 
r>hic rocks which rise precipitously from the lfarwar plaiils, in. 
~ome localities atuuning an elevation. of 3~000 feet, ·· The metamor- · . . 
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phic or transition rocks, fc;nmd in that pn.rt of the Arvalis bounrlin"' 
J\Inrwar, are chiefly' gneiss, hornblende, quartz, and mica-slate; 
but, in the higher hills, bands of basalt and porphyry arc seen, and 
occasionally granite, which, more towards the south, becomes the 
principal feature of the highest part of the range, as at Abu. 
Passing from the Arvnlis towards the west, the surface, even at 
the base of the mountain-range, is found to be sandy ; but the 
unde:r;stratum appears to be chiefly gneiss, hornblende, mica-slate, 
and quartz, all of which may be seen cropping up throu('ph the 

· surface sand, and in some localities attaining an elevation ~f 800 
to 1,000 feet. The aspect of the cmmtry, therefore, as far as tho 
Lun1 river (whic'b., passing through the southern district, divides 
Marwar into two unequal parts), is that of a sandy plain, with · 
here and there bold, picturesque, conically-shaped hills risinfJ' to 
the elevation above noted. These hills, or rather rocks, arc ~ost 
numerous near the Arvalis, becoming gradually more ·widely 

·. separated as the Lunf is approached. The most prominent or these 
formations are-theN adolai hill, on which a colossal stone-elephant 
has been placed; the Punagir hill near J adhan; the Sojat hill ; 
the hill near Pali ; the hill near Gundoj ; the S:inderao hill ; the 
J ruor hill ; and various others of minor note and size. Immediate
ly around these hills the surface is hard .and stony, gradually 
passing into sand, which becomes mote heavy as the eastern ancl 
northern districts are approached. .After crossing the L1mi, or at 
about one-third of the breadth of the principality, these conic~tlly
shaped hills are ·less numerous, and sandstone app~ars; but the 
metamorphic rocks are not lost sight of until the range on 
which the capital (Jodhpur) is situatecl is passed. The geological 
nature of the country round Jodhpur is especially interesting. 
The fort commanding the city is built on a. sandstone formation 

\ rising to the height of 800 feet, having to the north cones of 
:porphyry and· masses of trap of various descriptions, placed in 
JUXtaposition to the sandstone. The layers of this sandstone are 
usually parallel "ith the horizon, and they generally rise 

- nbn1ptly out of the sand below, but are sometimes visibly 
supported by trap or metamorphic rock. In st>me places, porphy
ritic trap is ranged in stairs, and has apparently been thrown up 
at a later· date than the sandstone, without having materi..'llly 
damaged the stratification of the latter. The country to the 
north of J odhp.ur is one vast sandy plain called Thull or sandy 
waste, only. broken by sanclhills or tebas, which, commencing in 
Marwar, stretch into Bikanir in the north, and into J esalmer, 
Sindh, and :Mallani in the west and south. Occasional oases are 
met with in this· district; but water is exceedingly scarce, and 
often from 200 to 300 feet from tho surface. It is conjectureJ. 
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that tllC substratum of this p~rt ~f the country is sandstone, as 
that is prtssed through in sinking the deep wells; but no special 
invcsti(J'ations have been m~ule. 

0 ' . 

Of 1nincrals there arc none in ~Iarwar. Zinc used to be 
ohbincd in snmll quantities near So1at. }Iarble exists in profu
~ion at ::\Iakr.:ina. in the north, and also in smaller masses near
Gh:hwrao on the south-cast border. . . 

Salt sources.-Onc great peculiarity of the State of Jodhpur · 
consists in its numerous salt sources. Within its borders are con
tained-(1) a lJ::trt of the great Sambhar Lake, a vast natural 
deposit of salt; (2) Pachhadra, an important salt-field, 35 miles 
south-west of the city of Jodhpur; (3) D.ldwana, a salt lake 
EHuated ncar a tmvn of the same name and 65 miles north-west 
of the Sambhar Lake; (4) Phalodi, asalt-marsh in the north-west 
eorner of the State ncar the Jesalmer frontier; and (5) Pokaran," 
another salt-marsh 12 miles west again of Phalodi. Besides these,. 
there is tho river Luni, which, entering the State on its· eastern· 
lJoundary, ·flows in a south-westerly direction to the Rann of . 
Kachh, and is, for a long distance up from its mouths, capable of. 
yielding salt in practically unlimited quantities throughout· the 
entire hot season. .And north of .the Sambhar Lake, between it 
and the Shekt1:wati frontier, there are the salt jhils of Sargot and 
ICackrwap., with unknown capabilities for salt manufacture~ · 
~Finallv, over and above these salt sources, there are in the State 
72 salt-producing villages possessing 370 working factories. · ' 

The salt source at Pa'chbadra is situated in a valley or· depres~' . 
sion, which has m"idently been at one time the bed of a river. 
The tract occupied by the salt-works comprises about 8 miles in 
length of the yalley bed, with an average breadth of about 2! 
1niles. The salts produced are locally known by the names of
Snnlbra, 1st quality ; Hfragarh, 2nd quality ; and Pasali, 3rd 
quality-from different areas into which the salt source is.dividcd~ 
rrho Sambr::t salt is excellent. The crystals are irregular. cubes . 
Yarying in size from half an inch to nearly an inch in .length. 
1'he quality of the salt obtained from the Hiragarh area differs 
fron1 the Sambra mainly in point of size. The sides of the crys: 
tn1s rarely exceed half an inch. The Pasali salt is very inferior 
in quality to the others. It is white and opaque, and none o~ the 
fides of the crystals exceed a quarter of an inch in length. The 
1netholl of obtaining salt at Pachbaclra is extremely simple. .Qb
Jong pits are d:ug of various sizes;· a supply of brine percolates 
tlu·ough the pit bed, and when that has become sufficiently con .. 
centratcd so as to show signs of crystallization around the pit . 
edge, l)l·anches of a thorny shrub called morali are sunk in it ; 
on these brunches salt-crystals form and continue to grow for 
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about two, or sometimes three, years; at the end of that period, 
as a rule, the salt crop is extracted in the following manner : men 
enter the pit, an~, with an instrument called a· sangra (an iron 
wedge-shaped chisel, about one foot long, attached to a wooden 
hanclle five feet long), they cut through the thorny branches and 
break up the salt which is caked on the bottom ; the branches, 
with the crystals attached, are carried to the edge of the pit, and 
the crystals are shaken or broken off; while the salt which has 
been broken up is drawrl. to the sides by a broad iron hoe, with 
a handle five feet in length, a~d is t~en removed in baskets to the 
top of the pit. The approximate annual outturn of salt at l'a~h
badra was estimated in 1877 at about lllakhs in British maunds 
of the three qualities noted above. 

The Didwana salt source consists of an· oval-shaped depression,. 
·surrounded by sandhills. It is· about three miles long by ono 
broad, its longer axis lying almost rlue east and west.. About three-

, quarters of a mile from each end a dam or bund is built across 
the depression, cutting off the centre portion from the end.~, tho 
object being to prevent, as far as possible, the drainage of the sur
rounding country from reaching the centre space within which 
salt manufacture is carried on. The process of manufacture is 
as follows :-The bed of the centre .. portion of the marsh is not 
1mlike that of the Sambhar Lake-black, fetid, and clayey; and, in 
,this, wells are dug, and, round the wells, irregularly -shaped solar-

,' evaporation pans a~ made in the clayey bed, the bottoms and 
sides of the p~ being ca:refnlly kneaded and worked so as to be 
smooth, free from cracks, and water-tight; these pans vary in size 
from 250 to about 2,500square yards, and are from 8 to 12 inches 
deep. The wells are· about 6 feet in diameter and 12 to 14 feet 
deep, )ined with wood to keep the sides from falling in; and the 
brine is lifted ·by means of the chanch, or lever bucket, anu 

·run along shallow drains into the evaporating pans. It is there 
allowed to remain undisturbed for from ten to twenty days until 
the salt is made; the salt is then scraped into a heap, allo~ved to 
drain, and removed to the edge of the pan, where it generally 
.remains until it is sold. The salt season usually commences in 
February, and lasts till the rains set in. The people who manu
facture salt at Didwana are a class of low Muhamrrutdans called 
Deswali, a tribe peculiar to Didwana; their profession is heredi
tary. The usual annual outturn of salt at Didwana was estimated 
by Mr. Whitten of the Inland Customs (Salt) Department in 1877 
at about 3llakhs of maunds. · · · · 

The Phalodi salt-tract is a depression· about 5 miles by 3 miles, 
an£1. the major axis is about north and south. Desides the main 
basin' 1there is . a long strip of saline soil at present unworkcut. 
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The mode of manufacture of salt is almost precisely the same:as 
at Didwana, described above. The. operations, however, commence 
jn November and continue till the advent of the rains. ·The an• 
nual outturn was estimated in 1877 at ~bout l~Jakhs of maunds; 
but it was at the same time considered that double this amount 
could be manufactured without difficulty~ The Pokaran salt. tract 
is a similar depression about 8 miles in length by 4 in breadth, and 
the mode of ;m.anufactm·e is the same as at Didwana. The annual 
average outturn was estimated in 1877~t 20,000: maunds; but 
the produce appeared to be only as much as could be readily 
disposed of. • 

Rivers and Lakes.-The river Luni takes its rise in the 
· Th Ldnf lake at Ajmer; it is at theJountain.head 

e • call~d the Sagarmati ; it is joined at Go-. 
vindgarh by the Sarsuti, which has its source in tho Pushkar 
la.ke, and at that point takes the name of Llinf. . From Govind
garh, this river flows in a south-westerly direction through Mar
war, and is finally lost in the marshy ground at the head of the. 
Rann of Kachh. Throughout its course, as far as Balqtra, the 
Lun( is nearly everywhere confined between banks 1-an~g from 
u to 20 feet higl~, covered with jhao ( tamarix dioica ). It is .fed by 
numerous tributaries, chiefly from the Arvali range of mountains. 
In heavy floods, which occur, however, very rarely, it, overflows its 
llanks in the district of ~Iallani The local name of this overflow 
is Rel ; and whenever such an occurrence takes place, the crops of 
wheat and barley grown on the soil thus saturated are very fine. 
'l'he Luni is for the most part merely a raihy.weather river, and its · 
bed is dry everywhere, except where the action of the water has 
in places scoured out deep holes, which remain filled with water 
nearly all the hot season. Drinking·water is obtained from 
November to June from masonry wells sunk in the bap.ks to :a 
few feet below the level of the river-bed;· and it is a peculiar fact in 

· cmmection with these wells that, if excavated too deep, t}le water 
loses its sweetness, and becomes bitter and quite unfit fo:r. drinking 
purposes : from these wells, also, considerable tracts ~re irrigated 
in the districts through which the river ftows, and crops of wheat 
and barley are grown. ·There is a saying in ::Marwar .that half the 
produce of the country, in so far· as cereals are concerned~ is depen· 
dent on the river Luni, and this is undoubtedly the case. It attains 
its greatest breadth in the Sachor and Mallani ·districts.. ]felons 
and the singhara nut (trapa natans). are grown ln great quantities 
in the bed of the river in the dey season. 'Thebed of the river is 
filled with sand, with out-crops here and there of. a coarse sand:. 
stone rock. It is frotn this sandstone that the masonry wells above 
referred to are constructed~ The LUni itself,.in its course through 

Dl ·: .' 
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J.Iarwal" to Balotra,. is for the most part sweet, except in the ncigii
bourhood of the village of Bab; but the water of the afllucnts is 
Inore or less tainted with salt, and on their banks exist rnany of 
the minor local salt-works .of ,J odhpnr .. As the L1m1 below Dab .. 
tra flows towards the Rann of Kachh; it becomes more and more 
saline in character; this is specially the case wh~rc it is joinrd by 
the river Sukri. On the edge of the Rann of Kachh, on the l>Ordcr 
of l\Iarwar, the three branches of the river are described as " reser
voirs of concentrated brine." 

The J ojri rises in the l\Icrta district of 1\Iarwar, and falls 
· The Jojri. into the Luni about 15 miles to the 

· south-west of the ·capital. 
Th 

8 
k • The Sukri has its source in the Sojn£ 

.. e. u rx. . district of l\larwar and joins the Lunf. 
The'GuyabaJ.a rises in the hills of Kapura, pargana Sojat of 

The Guyabii.Ia. 
l\Iarwar, and empties itself into the 
LUni near Sathlana. 

·The Reria or Pnli river rises in hills near Sojat, and joins 
The nma or Pw..t. the GU.yab;Ua. The people of Pali, by 
. which town it flows, continually usc the 

·water p.f the Reria for dyeing purposes ; they dig shallow earthen 
wells two or three feet deep in the land of the river-bed, just 
above the water-level, and boil the water, mixing the dyeing 

·materials in it; the water has some peculiar chemical qualities,. 
its effect being to give a certain-permanency to the colors used Ly 
~~n. . 

The- nandi. The Bandi rises in the Arvalis ncar 
Siriari, and falls into the Lunf. 

The Juwai rises in the .A.rvalis,. flows west past the canton

The Juwai. 
ment of Erinpura, where, when in flood, 
the river is of extreme breadth, and 

joins the LU:ni near Gura. 
The only lake in Marwar is the famous salt lake of Sambhar, 

Sambhar Salt Lake. which is thus described by Colonel Brooke 
. in his report on the Famine in Rajpu-

tana o£.1868-69 :-"North of·Ajmer occurs a depression in the 
Arvali, the dividing ridge of Rajputana. The country is also 
gradually depressed for a distance of 30 or 40 miles on either 
side, and forms a hollow where a lake 30 miles long has been 
formed. This great basin must have been filled with salt
water by the receding waves in some fm·mer geological era,. 
when Rajputc1na; w-rt:s upheaved from the S€a~ As the nmss of 
water diminished by evaporation, the clay bed became saturated 
with ~alt. The waters of each rainy season tlo"'ing into the lake 
ilissoh·e a portion of the brine, which crystallizes again in the hot 
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weather. Two other depressions of the same kind exiS.f: one in 
the north of lia.rwar at Didwana, and·the other in the. south. at 
Pachbadra" (described above). 

'rhere are a few jhils or ma.rshes in 1Iarwar, notably one in. 
the Sachor district, which covers an area of 40 or 50 miles in the 
rainy season, the bed of which, when dry, produces gobd\crop& pf 
wheat and gram. · · ·};~ t' 

Climate and Rainfall.-The climate of Marwar may be em~· 
phatically indicated by one word-dryness, which, even ,.in the 
1nonsoon period, is, comparatively speaking, the principal charac
tf'ristie. This arises from various causes, which must be.· briefly 
considPretl before the peculiarities of the climate .ean be even 
cursorily appreciated. The chief conditio~ modifyin~ climate in 
}farwar may be stated as follows :-F·irst, the geographical position 
of the country; secondly, the· geological nature of .the surface; 
t!iirdly, the absence of forest cultivation and vegetation.. How 
these eonditions modify the climate, :RD-d in:fluenc~ publi(! 
h~altb, the followll;lg details will show. With respect to. the 
geographical position of the eountry. As before .observed,· liar"! 
war extends from Sirohi, Palanpur, and the· Ranil of <Kachh 
in the south, to Bika.nir in the north, a distanCe- of some 290 · 
miles, and frgm the Arvali mountains, which separate it like 
a wall from the more fertile districts of lfewar. in. the· east, 
to the Rann of Kachh, Umarkot, and the Thar deserts in the west; . 
being at its widest part nearly 130 miles across. ·.The 9ountrj is 
therefore without the range of the full force of ,.the south-west 
monsoon from the Indian Ocean; and entirely removed :front the 
influence of the south-east monsoon from the Bay 9f Bengal AlsO>;. 
the clouds from th~ south-west, before arriving over }farwar, must 
float above extensive arid districts, as the sandy tracts of northern . 
Gujarat, Kachh,_ the Rann, ·arid the desert districts of Umarkot 
and Parkar. This results in a veey small rainfall, which;. taking 
the centre of the country, Jodhpur, as the g~de (at wlrich. place 
only have mcte<;>rological observations been recorded, and those 
only recen.tly), does not often exceed the aV'erage of ·five and 
a half inches, and is more frequently much ·less, although 
Gccasionally :1 larger fall may · occur. This slnall rainfall · 
alone, under a tropical sun, is suffici(mt to account for much 
of the characteristic dryness of the climate. In the next placoJ \ 
the geological nature of the district induces dryness of atmos• · 
phere. 'rhe surface consists of sand; lying on a substratllll;l· 
of ferruginous sandstone, in . which numerous concrete silica-. :. 
ous and chalk fol'1Il.:1tions are found. In many places, me- ':~; · 
tamor1lhic rocks, consisting principally of gneiss, . mica~slate, · 
quartzJ and· hornblende, rise through and far above. the sand-
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stone- nnd · surface sand. These eminences, generally of ~ 
conical shape, are called Mers, and towards the west of tho dis
trict ther give place to the teb:is, or sandhills of the desert. "\Vhat 
little rmn does fall, must therefore be immediately absorbed by 
the thirsty &tndy soil of the country, and by the still more sandy 
surfa~e of the beds of the one river, and of the comparatively few 

·water-courses, furrowing the land. This one river, the Lun.i, con
tains only scanty pools of water, and its tributaries are dry during 
ten months of the year. Hence, in the absence of lakes, there can 
be no moisture in the ~tmosphere from the evaporation of tho 
water. It is well known that the absence of forest cultivation aml 
vegetation add_ to the dryness of a climate, af!d it is also wdl 
understood that,the rainfall is, usually, comparatively smaller or 

. _larger in proportion to the amount of forest and vegetation 
existing. In liarwar there is no forest, and, in comparison with 
other districts, very little cultivation or jungle. The sandy soil, 
the brackish wa~er nearly everywhere found, and the prevalence of 
the saline efllorescence known as reh, are the principal reasons 
why there is so little of either wild-jungle growth, or of cultivated 
·ground~ Thus, all conditions unite in producing that extraordinary 
dryness characteristic of }.Iarwar. -

The next most striking peculiarity of the climate is the extreme 
variation of temperature, which occurs during the cold season 
between the night and the day. This depends in a great degree on 
the dryness of the atmosphere, the heat·givcn off hy the earth at 
night passing freely·through dry air, whereas it is absorbed and 
retained by the damp of a moist atmosphere. Thus it occurs that 
on the sa~dy soil of Marwar, while the nights may be sufficiently 
cold for ice to form, the days are often marked by a temperature 
of 90° F. in the shade of a tent. 

The di-.;eases prevailing are those which would be theoretically 
expected under such climatic conditions, viz., malarious or 
paroxysmal maladies, especially in the autumnal season, when the 
extremes of temperature are first experienced. Skin affections 
are also very prevalent, depending, probably, partly on the bad 
water and indifferent food of the lower classes, and partly on their 
dirty habits, the latter being in some degree the result of a scar
city of water for household and personal use. The food of the 
people, consisting chiefly of bajr:i, is also instrumental in the 
production of dyspeptic complaints, which would be even more 
prevalent, were it not for the abundance and cheapness of salt 
throughout the country. Guinea-worm and mycetoma or ma.dura 
foot are also diseases of the soil. Of epidemic maladies, small-pox 
is the most prevalent, occurring periqdically with some violence-. 
Cholera, however, comparatively seldom prc:;;0nts itself, and it 
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ruorc rnrcly penetrates the semi-desert districts to the west of tho 
capital of l\.larwar. 

HISTORY. 

1Iistory.-Thc present ruling chief of Marwar is IIis Highness 
1hc 1-laharaja Jesv~ant Singh, who holds that position by right of 
heint; chief of the Rahtor clan of Rajputs, to whom the territory 
lJclongs. As ''ill l1e ~ecn below, ·the founder of the liarwar 
dynasty migrated from Kanauj, and in less than three centuries 
his descendants flpread over an area of four degrees of longitude 
and the same extent of latitude, or nearly 70,000 square miles~ 
In short, the Rahtor race, from its warlike and aggressive propen
sities, uecamc the most powerful clan of the Rajputs, and several 
judependcnt States were founded by offshoots from it, among 
which may be mentioned the States of Bikanir.and Kishangarh 
in Rajputana, and Edar and .Ahmadnagar in Gujarat. Though 
the early history of ~Iarwar is wrapt in obscurity, stillthere is 
reason to believe that the J ats, the ~Iinas, and the })hils originally 
he]d the country in separate petty chiefships, before the great 
llahtor conquest. General Cunningham states that the kingdom 
of Gurjara, in which he includes ~1arwar, was ruled by a Gujar. 
11rince ; but there is no record of such a dynasty in the local annals 
or legends, nor any remnant of a Gujar race;* con~emporaneously · 
1vith the great Hindu dyi).asties of Delhi, Kanauj, andChitor, 
portions of the ;vast tract. then known as !Iarwar were ruled by 
l>urihar, Gohel, and Deora clans of Rajputs. This was the era 
inm1cdiatcly prPceding the fall of the Rahtor sov~reignty of Ka• 
nauj in .A.D. lHH. 'l'he local historia.ns record that, subsequent 
to that event, Shivaji, grandsont of Jai Chand,~ the last king 
of Kn.nauj, entered ~Iarwar on a pilgrimage to Dwarka,- and, 
halting at the town of Pall, he and his followers displayed their, 
valour by repelling large bands of marauders. At the entreaty 
of the Brahnmn community of the place, who were greatly 
harassed by constant raids of plundering bands, Shivaji agreed to. 
settle among them and become their protector. The Rahtor 
chief, acquiring land and power around Pall, gained there the 
first footing in his future kingdom. His son and successor, 
Asthan, extended the domain by conquering the land of Kher 
from the Gohel Raj puts, and . established his brother Soning 

* In :M'arwar the word Gujar is used for GQ.jat·at. 
t Dy some accounts the uephcw. 

t The dynasty of Kanauj is said to have lasted fourteen centuries from the first sovereign. 
Nl1en Pnl, to the last, J~ti Clumd; it was completely overthrown by Sha.habuddin, the Afghan chief 
d Ghor, vrho had invaded India. · 
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in Ednr,* then· a sm~ll principality on the frontier of Gujar:H. 
The succeeding chiefs were engaged in perpetual broils with the 
people they had settled among, and it was not till Uoo Chanda, 
the tenth in succession to Shivaji, that l\Iandor, then the capital 

·of niarwar,. was, after several attempts to wrest it from the 
Purih:l.r sovereign, acquired by the Itahtors in marriage. From 
the time of Chanda, A.D. 1382, the actual 'conquest o~ · ~Iarwar 
by the Rahtors may be dated. Chanda was succeeded by llao 
IUr ~fal, a famous warrior as well as king. J odha, the youngest 
of his twenty-four sons,t r:lled .. after him, and founded the city of 
Jodhpur, which he made h1s capital. He had fourteen sons, and 
from· this ·numerous progeny the principal Rahtor clans aml 
feudal chiefs of ~Iarwar were founded, and the whole land over
spread. Rao ~odlut died in 1489, and to him succeeded Satel, his 
eldest son, who met his ·death in 1492, in a fight with a band of 
Pathans who had carried off a number of women from a fair then 
being held at Pi par. : After him came the second son of J odha, 
Rao Suja, who occupied the gadi of l\Iarwar for twenty-seven years. 
Suja's son died during his father's life-time, leaving two sons by 
two mothers: the elder, Biram Deo, was set aside; and the younger, 
Rao Ganga, succeeded on the death of his grandfather. It was 
during the reign of Rao Ganga that the Rahtors fought tmder the 
standard of l\Iewar, led by Sanga Rana, against the l\Iughal 
emperor Bihar, in the fatal field of Khanua in 1528, in which his 
grandson, Rao ~Ial, was killed. Ganga sur·vived this disaster 
only four years, and was succeeded by llao }Ialdeo in 1532, 
during whose occupation of the chiefship, }larwar attained to 
its zenith of power, territory, and independence. "\Yhen the 
emperor Huma.yun was driven from the throne by Sher Shah, 

' he sought the protection of l\Ialdeo; but in vain. l\laldeo, how
ever, derived no advantage from his inhospitality, for Sher Shah, 
in 1544: led an army of 80,000 men into l\Iarwar. , 'fhe 
struggle 'Was a severe one, but the first le-vee en masse of the 
descendants ()f Shivaji, arrayed in defence of their national liber
ties, was defeated ; though so nearly was victory resting with the 
Rahtors, that Sher Shah, at the close of the fight, is said to have 
exclaimed, mth regard to the sterility of the soil of l\Iarwar as unfit
ted to produce richer grain," he had nearly lost the empire of Hin
dustan for a handful of barley." In 1561, .A.kbar, probably ·in 
revenge for Maldeo's inhospitable treatment of his father, invaded 
Marwar, and captured l\Ierta and the impm;tan~ fortress of N agaur, 
both of which places were confer.red by Akbar on the younger branch 

• This branch was eventually ejected about 1525 by the Muhammadan king :Moor Gha.:fia.r 
Shah (Gujar:l.ti.), but EJar was again recovered by the P.a.htors. 

t Not. eldest, as stated by Tod's llajastaan, volume L 
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nf the f::unily, ihc ehicf of Bikanir, now estalllished in independ~ 
rnec of thr~ p~;rent State. In A.D. 1509, Rao ~Ialdeo succnmbed.to 
necessity, aa1l, in conformity with the times, sent his second son,., 
Chandarscn, ·with gifts to Akbar, then at Ajmer, which had 
lJceornc an integral p:ut of the monarchy; but. Akbar was s~ dis •. 
~a{i:ficd ,dth the disdainful bearing of the desert king, who 
reJu~ed personally to pay his court, that he not only guaranteed 
t lw free possession of Bikanir to Rao Singh, . but presented him 
'riih the iirman for J otlhpur itself, with supremacy over his 
raec. Chandarseu appears to have possessed all the native pride 
of tlw Uahtor, and to h::tve been prepared to contest his country's 
iwlqwndcnee, in s1'ite of Akbar and the claims of his elder 
Lrotlter, U dai Singh, who eventually was more supple in ingra~ 
tiating- himself into the monarch's favour. . At. the close or 
li fc: the old llao had to stand a siege in his capital, and, after : 
n, hrd.ve hut fruitless resistance, was obliged to yield homage, and 
F•Y it in the person of his son, Udai Singh, who then became, as 
tbl! natiYc chroniclers say, the servant of Akbar. · ~Ialdeo was 
s uceccded by Ch::mdarsen, who, though junior, was evidently the 
choice 1mth of his father and the nob_les, w:ho did not approve of 
lJ J.ai Singh's submission to Akbar. Chandarsen was slain in the 
~to11n of ~hran::t by the royal troops, under, it is supposed, the com
mand of Udai SilJgh, who then obtained possession of thegadi, and · 
gave his si~Jcr, tTodbai, in marriage to Akbar. On this, the emperor 
uot only restored all the possessions he had wrested frmn Marwar, 
with the exception of Ajmer, ,but several rich clis~ricts in .l\Ialwa. 
U dai ~ingh ·was not ungrateful for the favours heaped. upori him 
Ly the emperor, for whom his Rahtors performed many. signal 
~~~·rdees. lie received the rank of ltaja from Akbar in 1584, and 
died in 1596, being succeeded by his son, Raja Sur Singh, who also 
attained to high honor witl~ Akbar, for whom he conc1uered Gujarat 
and tlw Dakhan. .As a reward for his great services, he held froni · 
the e1nperor, in adilition to his native dominions of ~Iarwar, five 
great ilds in Gujarat, and one in the Dakhan. On the occasion 
of the contests amongst the four sons of Shahjehan, Jeswant 
Sin~·h, ~econd son of, and successor to, Raja Sur, was appointee! 
p:encralissin1o of the army sent to oppose Aurangzeb near Ujain .. 
Jii~ vanity made him delay his attack until ~Iurad joined his 
l.rother, in order that he might have the pride of saying that he 
had triumrJhed over two imperial princes in one day; that triun1ph, 
howe-v-er, was denied him, for, after a long and murderous conflict, 
he quitted the field a vanquished man, though exhibiting to the 
la:s~ abundant proof of his own contempt of danger. Jeswant 
Singh sub:)equent~y made peace· with Aurangzeb, who, however, 
never forgot the former 11art taken against him, and, to get 1·id of 
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him, appointed him t_o lead · an army against the Mghans, nnd 
during his absence caused the death of his only son, Pirthiraj, 
by means of a poisonous robe. Jeswant Singh died beyond Atak 
in A.D. 1681. His wife, who was with him, was in her seventh 
month of pregnancy. She determined to become sati, but was 
prevented; and, shortly after, gave birth to a son, namecl Ajit. 
As soon as she was able to travel, the Rahtors prepared 
to return to their native-land. Aurnngzeb carried his ven
geance towards Jeswant Singh even .beyond the grave,. and 
commanded that the infant should be surrendered to his custody, 
offering to divide ~Iarwar amongst the Rahtor contingent 
if they would surrender him; but the offer was in, vain. .\. · 
severe battle was fought at Delhi on Aurangzeb's attempting 
to obtain forcible possession of the young .A.jit, and in the midst 
of the contest the infant prince was saved by being concealed in 
a basket of sweetmeats and entrusted to a :1\-Ioslem who made 
him ove:a: to a man named Durga Das. This loyal and faithful 
adherent succeeded in carrying off the heir to the gadi of l\lar
war to a place. of concealment amongst the hills of his own coun .. 
try. After this, A.urangzeb invaded l\Iarwar, took and plundered 
Jodhpur, sacked all the large towns; destroyed the Hindu tem
ples, and commanded the· conversion of the Rahtor race. This 
cruel policy cemented into one bond of union all who cherished 
either patriotism or religion ; the Rajputs cast aside all piivate 

·feuds and combined to a man against the emperor, and, in the 
wars which ensued, Aurangzeb gained, for a time at least, little o~ 
either honor or advantage. In 1680-81 he suffered a ,disastrous 
defeat at the hand of the Rahtors, who instigated his fourth son 
Akbar to rebel, by promising to support him in a dash at the 
imperial throne; he restored young Ajit to the gadi of his ances
tors ;.and it was then that the Rahtors rallied round Akbar, that 
years of anarchy prevailed, and the sover~ignty of ~.Iarwar was 
again taken from them. In 1710, Shah Alam made friendship 
with the chief, and restored to him the nine districts comprising 
his ancient kingdom. "\Vhen the Sayyids were in power, Ajit first 
coalesced with them, and afterwards roused their ire, and they 
invested Jodhpur. A.bhai Singh, his son, was taken to Delhi as a 
hostage, and amongst other conditions insisted on, was the giving 
of a daughter in marriage to Farukh Siyar. To this marriage may 
be ascribed the rise of the British power in India; for l 1arukh 
Siyar was at the time afflicted with a dangerous malady (a white 
swelling or tumour on the back) rendering necessary a· surgical 
operation, retarding the nuptials between him and the Rahtor 
princess, and even threatening a fatal termination. A mission 
from the British merchants at Surat was at that time at court, 
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nnd, ns a last resource, tho surgeon attached to it was called in, 
\Yho cured the malady ancl made the emperor happy in his bride. 
lie dcsh·cd the sur~eon, l\lr. IIamilton, to name his reward; and 
to the disinterested patriotis1n of this individual did the British 
owe the first royal grant or firman conferring territorial posses
f,ion and gre::tt commercial privileges. Ajit was much mixed up 
1dth all tbc intrigues that ocetu·red in the imperial court prior· 
to the death of rarukh Siyar; but when the latter event occurred, 
AjH, refusing his sanction to the nefarious schemes of the Sayyids, 
returned with his daughter, the emperor's widow, to Jodhpur, 
lcaviug his eldest son Abhai Singh at court. The Sayyids threat .. 
cncd destruction to 1\Iarwar, n.nd ultimn.tely succeeded in per .. 
suadin3 Ablmi Singh that the only mode of an·esting its ruin was 
h:s own dc,-ation. He and Bakht Singh were the two elder, by 
one nwthcr, a princess of Bl'mdi, of the twelve sons of.Ajit. 
'l'o the latter, Abhai Singh wrote, promising him, in the event of 
the death of their common father, the independent sovereignty 
of Ktlgaur; and then (in 1725) was committed the foulest crime 
in the annals of ll::tjasthan, the murder of Ajit by his sou Bakht 
Singh. Ahhai Singh succeeiled to the gadi, and, at the time of 
the rebellion of Sirbaland IClul.n, rendered great service to·, 
·.Huhmnmad Sh:ih, heading, in 1731, a force against Ahmadabad,.. · 
''here he fought and conquered the iebeL Abhai Singh returned 
to J odhplU' -rrith the spoils of Gujarat, and strcngthen.ed his 
forts and garrisons, deter1nining, in the general scramble for 
dominion 'rhich was then goin3 on, not to neglect his own . 
interests. After this, internal disputes arose between Abhai Singh 
and his brother Bakht Singh. The former died in 1750, and was 
succeeded by his son H:.l.m Singh; and from this date, and from 
the parricidal murder of Ajit Singh, may be. traced the many 
di:;astcrs which bcfel the Rahtors. A feud arose between ·.Ram 
Singh and his uncle Bakht Singh, and a fierce fight took place , 
at ~Icrta, in which the former was beaten, and fled to Ujain, 
'111crc he found the )Iaratha leader, Jai .Apa Sindia, n.nd~ with 
him concerted nlcasurcs for the invasion of his cotmtry. In ..tho 
Incantime, 13akht Singh, the parricide, met his death, it is said, 
lJy n1cans of a poisoned robe given him by his aunt, the wife of 
the J aipur prince, Ishwari Singh, a 1)rincess of Edar, then ruled 
by another son of .Ajit ; and Bijni Singh, his son, was proclaimed. 
Ram Singh, a-:sistcd by the 1\Iarathas, gainecl a victory over Bijai 
Singh; Lut, the 1Iarathas considering that their time could be 
cm1~loyed 111ore profitably on richer lands, a compromise ensued, 
r.nd the cause of Ran1 Singh was abandoned, on stipulating for 
a fixed triennial tribute, and the Slu·render of the important 
fortress and district of Ajmcr in full sovereignty to the.!Iarathas. 

El 
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After this, ].fnrwar enjoyed sc-rcral years of peace; but the l'U}lltl 
strides made by the Marathus to-wards ·universal rapine, if not 
conquest., compelled the Rajputs once more to form a union for 
tho defence of their political existence. The battle of 'ronga 
ensued, in which the lfarathas 1mder DcTioigne were defeated, 
nnd Sindia compelled to alJandon, not only the field, but all his 

: conquests for a time. Bijai Singh recovered Ajmcr tempora
rily ; and also wrested the · rich province of God war from 
1.Iewar. .Amerkot· was about the same time taken from tho 
Sindh rulers and attached to ~Iarwar. In 1791, the murder
ous l1attles of Patan and ~Ierta took place, in both of 1Yltich 
the Rahtors were defeated by the liarathas under DeBoi~ne, and 
the result was the imposition of a contribution of £GOO,OOO. 
Jn 1794~ Dijai Singh died. · His successor, Bhfm Singh, attenlpted 
to put to death all possible competitors to the throne; and he 
had nearlv succeeded when he himself died, while the last heir to 
Bijai Singh was besieged in Jalor. This was Raja lian Singh, who 
became chief in 1804, and whose rule lasted through nearly forty 
years of discord and confusion. At the beginning, his succession 
was d.isputell in favor of a supposed posthumous son of Bhim 
Singh, called Dhonkul Singh. · The J aipur Raja supported Dhon
kul Singh; his real object being to force 1.Ian Singh to give up 
to him the Udaipur princess~ the famous ICishna Knm{tri, who 
had been betrothed to :Man Singh. Amir Klu1n, the Pindari, 
joined ·the J aipur army: l\Ian Singh was defeated and besieged 
in Jodhpur; but he managed to bribe Amir Khan to come over 
to his side and to attack Jaipur; so the Jaipur troops retired 
hastily. Am1r Khan massacred treacherously the principal relJcl 
thakurs at N agaur; and Raja ~Ian Singh thus established hinl
self; though the dissensions between the chief and his ·principal 
clansmen continued until his death. In 181J, Amir Khan again 
entered the country, o-verran it, and murdered in the J odltpur 
fort the Raja's spiritual director, Deonath, with the Dewan 
Indraj. .This murder of a most holy man, the chief of the power
ful order of the N aths, overwhelmed ~Ian Singh with honor: 
he became a recluse, abandoned all power to the N aths, and 
lived 'like an ascetic devotee, feigning madness. At length he 
was reconim.endecl to nominate his only son, Chatar Singh, as 
his successor, to ·which he acceded. The minister of the young 
prinee sent envoys to Delhi to seek an alliance with the British 
Government; and in J anum-y 1818, at tho commencen1cnt of 
the Pind:hi war, a treaty ·was concluded by which·· J odhpnr 
was taken unclcr the 1)rotcction of ihe British Govcrn1ncnt. 
Chatar Singh diecl shortly after the conclusion of the treaty, where
upon his father threw off the mask of insanity and resumed th~ 
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otlrnini:;;tration. Internal dissensions, however, continued; and in 
183U, h1 conscl]_ucnce o.f disputes with the nobles, and the entire 
sul,jcction or the 2\[aharaja to the priestly influence of theN aths,* 
the 1nisgovermncnt of .Jodhpur became such that the British 
Govcrnntent was compeUed to interfere. .A. force was marched to· 
Jodhpur, of which it held military occupation for five months; 
nnd ~[:in Singh executed a personal engagement to ensure future 
good government. ].Ian Singh died in 18-13 without natural heirs 
and ·without having adopted a son. He was the last descendant of 
Ahhai Singh, and the succession now lay between the chiefs. of 
Edar and .Ahmadnagar in Gujarat in the Bombay Presidency. 
E1la r \nts the nearest of kin; but the selection being left to . the · 
wiarnn, nobles, and State officials, they chose Takht Singh of 
Ahma1lnagar, whom, with his son Jcswant Singh, they invited to 
J nul1pur. Owing to constant disputes between the Dar bar and 
1 he th~1kurs, the affairs of ~Iarwar remained in an unsatisfactory 
state durin3 the administration of ].faharaja Takht Singh ; but he_ 
was a loyal chief, and did good service during the l\Iutinies. *· He 
clicd in February 1873, and was succeeded by his eldest son, 
:Thfah~raja J cswant Singh, the present ruler of Marwar. · 

Form of Government.-The ruler of l\Iarwar is styled l\Iaha .. 
raja, and holds that position as head. of the clan of· Rahtors, 
whose ancestors first conquered the country and who have ever. 
since possessed it. ~rho constitution has hitherto generally been_· 
described as feudal, but ex~eption has been taken to this term .by 
recent writers of authority, and it may be better explained by 
calling it that of a tribal suzerainty rapidly passing into the 
fcuual stage. 'l,he institutions of Marwar are highly favor .. 
able to general peace and the protection of personal property, 
I>rodJed that the tribal chiefs live in harmony with their 
suzerain and. with one another ; for there is a chain of autho .. 
rity running from the ruler to the possessor of a ·circle of 
a hundred villages, and 9f one village, . and of well mounted 
and armed troops stationed throughout the country, which must 
bid defiance either to foreign or ·domestic aggression. The 
l'ights of all classes of the agricultural community are well
defined, understood, and thoroughly respected, except in periods 
of anarchy or misrule. -The patait, pr ·tribal chief of any magni .. 

* ?.Ian Singh had always been at v::triance with Maharaja. :Shim Singh r· he had long hel.i 
Jalor in spite of freflnent attaeks made ag::linst him, but was reduced to the last extremity, and on 
the eve f,f RUITelHlering }JimRelf and Jalor, when he was relieved from his perilous situation l,y the 
dl:ath of lihim Singh.' He attributed Lis escape to the intercession of a J·ogt, or holy man, named 
Dcmwth--the pm•nomen sig-nifying the deity, and the latter a tribe. of Gosains; for whilst con• 
sulting hilll on capitulating, Dconath cried out" \Vait for a day or two~ I will bring about your deli· 
v~ranee." After that, 1\Iin Singh deserted the religion of his forefathers, and Deonath became his 
Jivit,iiy and btcwaru of all sph·itual mysteries, or hi:i faith, and thus i'.i was thu.t the Natha obtai:ued 
£1!.r:lt iu.fiucucc over him. ' 
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tuue,.is the nucr o(his estate, and the judge almost cxclusin~ly 
in all mntters of civil and c1iminal jurisdiction over his people'. 
The dl:lty has descended from father to son for a period generally 
of some hundreds of years ; all parties arc botmd together by a 
sense of present interest and past- advantage; so tlmt, in adilition 
to what has been consid£;red by the fust authorities as the lml· 
wark of the rights of the people of India, the village (·omnnmity, 
the people of l\fmrwar have a community of villages belonging to 
each patait, nnd a community of pataits, all linked together in 
a chain oi common defence against the despotism of the throne, 
and foreign aggression. The thal-urs of Marwar owe military 
service to their suzerain, and exact the same from their brethren· 
to whom assignments of Ian~ have been ronde; and these forn1 their 

·following, the whole constituting. the following of the suzerain 
himself. Tho thakur and his brethren are entitled to the Gov
ernment share of the produce from those, either proprietors or 
others, who cultivate the bnd; and these small possessions arc, in 
the opinion of those who have had opportunities of judging, better 
managed than the fiscal lands, and the people happier under 
them. The fiscal lands· are managecl by hakims, appointed and 
removed at the pleasure of the chief or his minister, who exercise 
for tho time the same jurisdiction in these lands as the thakur 
.does permanently over his estate, nnd, as the general conservators 
-of the peace, a certain degree of authority over the thakurs them
selves. The actual fiscal lands in ]larwar hardly amount to a 
fifth of those in the possession of thakurs anll jc'igirdar~;~, and are 
not so well managed;. yet everywhere the right of Government tu 
a, certain money rate, or share of the produce, is so well understood 
that the agricultural classes everywhere. live in comparatiYe 
security. In fine, there is no community so exclusively tribal, ancl 

·lmder such mixed jurisdiction, ~s that of )larwar. The Maharaja, 
· as the tribal suzerain, often finds it difficult to pass a decision or 
.give directions in cases cmning befo1·e him, . mainly owing to his 
position, which is that of one exercising limited jurisdiction over 
nn aristocracy consi~ting principally of his brethren and kinsmen . 

.Lldministratice Sub-dirisions.-The administrative sub-divi
sions of liarwar arc twenty-one in number, e~ch presided o-ver 
by a h4kim. . 

TnE Lisn. 
Principal Or9ps.-T11e principal rain-crops grown are pulses 

and nrillets, bajra, mot, til, and jowar; the first two arc cxten. 
sively produced in the sandy tracts : the former is so-m1 as 
early as po_ssible, even in ~lay, should any rain fall in that month; 
the latter m August: the former takes three months, the latter 
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Fdx \reeks, to ripen. Besides these cereals, large quantities o~ 
nwlons arc grmm, -which supply food for a considerable portion of 
tho year, and, when abundant, arc allowed to be plucked. by any.· 
p:l:ser-hy, nncl even the cattle are feel on them; the seeds,, are. 
drJr:d, grmtud, anr..l n1ixcd '\ith flour for food. In the fertile por
tion of 1\Iarwar, enclosed within the branches of the Llini,. wheat 
and barley arc procluccd in considerable quantities: these are 
~own in Octobc·r, ::mel reaped generally in !Iarch and April. Cot
ton is occasionally seen ncar wells, but the staple is generally 
poor. Opinm is cultivated in the south-east portion of the district 
in the 1icinity of the An-ali range of h.ills, where the water is_ 
s·1r·cct an<l the soil rich. Tobacco and sugarcane are also, but 
not extcnsi\-cly, grown. ~- . . · 
. ..Llgricn~tm·e.-In the sandy parts of lfarwar the rain sinks 
1nto the sml and docs not flow off the surface, so that a .very sllll1ll 
rninfall suiliccs for the crops. \Vhcn ·the rainy season coimnences; 
the s~wdhills are ploughcu by camels, anu the seed planted .very 
deep in tlw ground. After it has sprouted,. a few, sho,vers,, at 
Ion~ intc1Tals, bring it to maturity, and, as the light-built'dcsert .. 
camels walk quickly, each householder .. is able to put a large. 
extent of ground under crop. 'fhe pro<lucc in a favoml>le season· 
is more than is necessary for the wants of the· ·population.; but, 
unfortunatd:r, the means of storing grain are difficult to proclire, · 
as burnt earthen vessels for the purpose have to be brought from 
long distance3; the surplus produce is therefore frequently left 
on the ground to he eaten by cattle. The karbi, or bajra stalks; · 
Ylhich make excellent food for cattle, are little Lcedcd in good · · 
years ·when rich grass is I)lentiful. Generally speaking, :Q.either 
k{u·hi nor grass is cut or stacked· as a provision against bad 
seasons. . 

The 1nost fertile districts of ~Iarwar are-(1) God-war, (2) 
Sojat, (3) tTct:'tran, ("1) l\Iaroth. Wells ·with abundant supplies·. 
of goocl ·water arc to 1Je found in each, and both spring and 
auhnnn crops are grown. After these come-(1) l\ferta, (2) 
Jalor~ (3) Jodhplu, (1) Sachor, (5) Nagaur. In one-half of each 
of these districts, ·where wells are plentiful, both spring and 
autumn crops arc raised; in the other half, and in all the other 
distriets of l\Iarwar where the. crops are depend.ent on the rainfall· 
alone, and where there arc no wells or other modes of. irrigation, .. 
only autmnn crops arc grown. · . 

Irrig(t[ion.-Largc masonry bunds are scarce m Marwar, but 
tho e.tlith-ating classes arc very careful to make the best use 
they can of tbc scanty rainfall which is usually their lot. . A 
number of them join together and' enclose as much land as they 
can \\~ith a small cm·then embankment, which they surround 
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with thorns to prevent the ingress of animals; the water is allowe(l 
to collect for three months, and the soil is then thoroughly 
saturated, and pro(luccs, without further irrigation, good crops 
. of wheat. Irrigation is also extensively carriccl on, lJy 1Joth 
·Persian and ordinary wells, where the water is not inorc than 
7:5 feet in depth; beyond that depth, well irrigation is not 
profitable. , 
. Land·Revenue.-No uniform system of assessment prevails 

. in l\Iarwar; it varies in different districts; but one-third of 
,the actual produce is the prevailing rate. In Nagaur the land 
yields one luxuriant rain~-crop, of which the extreme share of 
one-half falls to the landlord. In the Thull, or sandy portions of .. 
the State, where labour is scarce, and where the grOluul yields 

·poor and Un.certain returns, .the landlord's share sometimes falls 
·as low as one-fourteenth. There are <).i:fferent modes in which 
the Darb:ir or the jagird:ir's portion of the produce of the soil h 
realized from the cultivator. They are as follows:-
: First : the lata mode.-All the produce of the harvest is reaped 
and collected at one, two, or more places close to the village ; and, 
after threshing-out, the Dar bar portion is taken in kind on. the 
spot, having been duly measurecl or weighed. , 
, . _Second : the kunta mode.-The same process is gone through, 
with' this difference, that the Dar bar portion of the produce is 
taken by guess or calculation, without undergoing the process of 
weighment or measurement. This is an unpopular mode, against 

- which the cultivators generally complain. 
. Third : the kankar kunta mode.-The total amount of the 
produce o-f the harvest is calculated "While the crops are standing, 

. and the Dar bar portion, in kllid or in cash2 taken on the strength 
of that calculation. · 

Fourth: the mukata mode.-By this :Qiode a fixed rate per b!gha 
in cash is realized from the cultivators. These rates vary for 
different kinds of produce. 
. Fifth: the bighari mode.-By this mode a fixed rate }Jer bigha, 
after measurement, is levied, in cash or in. kind. · 
. Sixth: the gugari mode.-By this mode a fixed amount of 
produce in kind is received, generally from well lands. 
. Of these six modes, the first is the most acceptable to the 
cultivators. 
· The village officials are as follows :-First, the l1avildar, or 

holder of trust, who collects the revenues for the Darbar or for 
the jagirdar, and is also the police officer of the village: second, 
the kanwaria, who guards the fields, and prevents the cultivators 
from stealing the corn: third, the tafadar, who receives, and is 
responsible for~ the accounts of the Darbar portion of the 
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prodncc; this official is sent, when the whole produce of the 
vilbgc L;; collected ut one place, to receive the Darbar portion of 
the ~amc: fourth, the tol:ivati, who measures or weighs the 
prollnce. 'Ilu:se officials are nominated by the Darbar, or the 
j;l;;inUtr, as the ea~e 1nay be, and arc paicl by the villagers. ~t 

In addition to the aho1""e, the other officials are-the chaudhri, 
the 11nhrari, and the b:intbhi. These offices are not he1·editacy; 
and. the jagfrcLir can nominate any one he likes to them. , During 
the periotls these llersons hold their appointments, they enjoy 
certain privileges and im1uunitics for which they pay something 
iu cfish ~ enrly to the jagfrd:i.r. · 

Land-Tcmtres.-Thcre are altogether 3,500 villages, including. 
those of -:\Iallani, now under British management, in l\larwar; of 
these, 2,li:JS are said to belong to Rahtors, descendants of the origt-; 
n::~l couqncrors of tho country, who hold their lands py right of 
consanguinity to tLe ruling chief, and pay a military cess and 
succcs~ion-tax as detailed below. Four hundred villages are held 
by llajp{tts of other clans, such as Bhattis, Chohans, Tuars, Indars, 
&c. 'l'lwsC', for the most part, occupy under bhum tenures, paying 
onl:; a small annual sum in the shape of what is locally known as 
faujbal, or tribute. Tho Bhattis, as a rule, possess their villages 
fron1 lw;ring forn1ed marriage-ties with the families of the .rulers 
of :Jiar1rar. Choh:'tns, Tuars, Inclars, and others, date further 
IKtck, mal arc gcncmlly descendants of those .who held estates 
prior to the occupation of the country by the Rahtors, and whose · 
rights haye c,·er since been upheld. These thakurs are better off 
than the first described, for the amount ·of tribute in no case 
cr1uah thnt of rcllt, or military cess; and succession-fees are not 
paid. This lcDTCS out ~H2 Tillages for the fisc, out of which 
hayc to be deducted estates bestowed on members of the family 
of tl~c ruling chief, charitable grp.nts, and villages nwarded for 
SCI'\lCC. . 

r.rh~iklu·s of ~Iallani, the descendants of l\lallinath, who 
conquered bnds for thc1nselves, and have renuunecl senri-inde
pcndcnt, }XlY tribute only. The e~tates of the _prin~ipal feuda
tniies are gi,~cn nlplmuetically, 1:iz.: Ahor, Alanbwas, Asop, Auwa., 
Jhgri, l3al:.'mda, Bhakri, Budsa, Chan..'lud, Chanclawal, GluineraoJ 
llnrsaulu, .T aub, K.hejurb, Khcrwa, Khinwasar, Kuchaman, 
:J\I:iroth, ::\Iithri, Kimhaj, Pokaran, llaepur, Ras, Rayan, Rohat. 
These estates -rary in Talue from a lakh down to fifteen 
thousand rupees. The thl1kurs, 1eing all off-shoots from the 

. ruler::; or :Jlanvar at different times, arc semi-independent, 
'\-cry con.scrlativc, and, ns n rule, extremely loyal to the head of 
t!tcir house. :For their fiefs they pay n yearly military cess called 
Tcl.1t, which is suppo~cd to be 8 I>er cent. of the gross rental 
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T':tluo of the estate; they have :ilso to furnish ono horscn1:rn for 
every thous::tnd l'UJ1Ccs' worth of rckh; and where the rclh of an 
estate is less than Rs. 1,000, one foot-soldier has to be ·ln·ovidcd. 
'When a thakur cliC's, his heir has to pay a succession-tax. In 
direct descent the Daru:.lr takes three-fourths of the gross rental 
of the estate, leaving one-fourth for the support of the heir, 

. 'who is absolved from gh"i~g service for that year. \Vhere an 
·adopted so~ s!lccccds, .. the DarlJar takes as succession• tax the 
. whole .. of the revenue of the estate for one year, and no service 
' is exacted. · 

The lancls of a villugc, partially or wholly, are of the followjng 
denominations :-The bapi, the mangli, the hasili, the susan or 
the. doli, the ·pusait:i, ·the jagiri, and the bhum. The tenures 
under which these lands are held, arc not alike throughout the 
country, and, though generally similar in their main features, 
they. Tary in different districts, according to the custom which 
has for long prevailed ill each. 

The dcsc1iption of these lands is as follows :-
, The baiJi land, or lands of ancestral inheritance, from bap, ~ 
father (or fatherland). This title. is invariably conferred llJ.>On 
lands either by the Darbar or by the jagirdar, under the follo·wing 
circumstances:...;_ . 

First,· when a cultivator at his own' private and exclusive 
expense has dug a well, with the 11ermission of the Darb{u·' o~ of 
the jagirdir, the title of ba1)i is conferred upon the bnd:i to lJa 
irrigated by that well, in considc.ration of the expense incurred by 
the cultivator and the future rental benefits that are to accrue 
therefrom. to the Darbttr or to the jagird<1r. In vll:tue of this 
title, these lands become the perpetual inheritance of the 
cultivator; and cannot, except on. some strong State ·grounds, 
be resumed. lie can sell these lands, or dis1)Qse of them in any 
way he may he inclined. If the owner of such lands ever . 
happens to migrate for smne years to a foreign country, or if 
he has not sufficient means to bring then1 under cultivation, 
the Darbar or the jag:irdar is entitled, in consideration of its, 
or his, own interests, to cultivate them, or to cause them to 
be cultivated by others, on the payment of a certain rent 
to be paid to the owner on his return. Only when the 
owner of such lands dies without leaving any heir behind 
him can these lands be appropriated by the Darbar or the 
jag!rtlar, or lllilde over to any. other person under the same 
tentrre or any other in vogue in the ·village. K o portion of 
such lands can l:e given in charity by the owner, such alienation 
being strictly forbidden. It n1ust, however, lJe lmderstood that 
these bapi lands are not exewpt from the payment of custo1ru.ry 
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rC'nts to the Darb!tr, or to· the jag1rdar, as the case mn.y be. The 
,Jftts of Nagaur, and the Paliwal Brahmans of Merta in general, 
hold such lands, and more or less the s~me tenure prevails in other · 
districts of l\farwar. · . . ·:, 

Seeondlv, when a cultivator has constructed an- embankment': 
with the object of fertilizing Iris fields and those of his neighbours, 
he secures the title of ba})i tQ. the lands lying in the: vicinity of 
that embankment, for the same reasons, and subject to the same. 
terms, as stated above. . 

'l'hirdly> when a cultivator, with the permission of the Darbar, .· 
or of the Jagfrdar, has peopled a deserted site within his village, 
and at his own risk has brought the land around·that site under: 
cultivation, the title of bipi is conferred upon such lands. 

:Fourthlr, the Dar bar and the jag1rdars can also confer this title;; 
upon ccrtc'1m lands, on. their receiving a lump sum for the same , 
fron1 the cultivator, or on the promise of payment of an enhanced" 
rate of rent in perpetuity. · 

J\Iangli lands.-When bapi lands are held by Brahmanst.they 
are called mangli, the term m.angli meaning ' propitious.' The 
change of designation, however, makes no difference in their 
conditions or the obligations attached to them. . · · - · 

Hasili, or lands subject to assessments.-These form the m.ajpr · 
portion of the lands belonging to a village, a.nd can change hands 
at the option of the Darbar or of the jag1rdar. The jaglrdar or 
the Darbar is also entitled to determine the rates of assessments 
on these lands as his interests may dictate. . 

Sasan lands (sasan is a Sanskrit word signifying f order').
These lands are granted for charitable-purposes, both by theDarbar 
and by the great jag1rdars, for which it is necessary; to ·secure a 
Raj sana4. Such lands are invariably exempt from all kinds . of . 
assessments, and it is considered highly sacrilegious to -resume 
thetn. If cultivated by the owner, he is ent~tled to enjoy tho whole , 
produce; but if by any other, he, the owner, can claim only- a ' 
I)Ortion of, the produce according to the terms of agreeiD:ent betwe~n.' 
him and the cultivator. These lands may b~ sold by 'the oWiier, · 
but only in the absence of any heir to claim them can they lapse 
to the Darbar or to the jagirdar. . ·· .... 

Doli lands.-These are· lands generally given in charity by tho 
j:1girdar only. No Raj sanad is necessary for these grants,
which, however, are considered as sacred as the sasan grant~, and 
held equally exempt jrom all kinds of taxes or-assessment. . 

Pusaita (a loca\ term for' rent free') lands are generally given 
lJy the jag1rdar to those wham he employs in his · service. They 
can he resumed by the jag.lrdar at any time when he . dispenses 

Fl 
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with the services of his scr-rants. They arc hcltl cxcn111t from all 
assessments or taxes. 

J agiri lands.-When the Darb:ir or the great sird:irs rcsumo 
any village from its jagirchlr, tho latter, in consideration of his 
1)rcvious position;is allowed to retain some lanJ.s, free of rent, to 
be tilled by him, or by his tenants. These lands are held exempt 
from any kincl of tax, and the owner is allowed to enjoy the 
usufruct for generations, proviJ.cd he conducts himself peaceably. 

Bhum lands.-These arc of various dcsCI·iptions :-
First, the lands given by the Darbar or by the jag1rdar t.o any 

one for important services rendered to the State or village, or for 
the protection of the village. Such lands are exempt from all 
kinds of taxes or fees, except the blnimbab (which is no mm·c than 
a mild. form of tribute), to be levied from them yearly. Treason 
against the State, or the commission of a heinous crime, can alone 
justify the Darbar in resuming these bnds. 

Seconclly, lands peopled and brought under cultivation by some 
enterprising persons are allowed to be enjoyed by thcn1 in pcrpc· 
tuity. A fixed tribute, named dumbn., is paid yearly to the jagir
tlar within whose estate the land comprising the bhum is situated. 
These lands are also exempt from any other tax or service, and 
continue to be enjoyed by the owner for generations, proviJed he 
concluets himself peaceably. This kind of tenure mostly prevails 
in Godwar. 

Thirdly, lands or villages seized upon, or conquereu, primarily, 
and successively enjoyed for a series of generations, without being 
rene1l"ed or disturbed even dutfug a change of government, also 
constitute bhlim. Such bhillns arc mostly found to exist in J {tlor 
and Godwar, and arc by far the most important of all. They arc 
exempt from all kinds of taxes; only a fixed sum, named faujhal, 
is levied from them yearly. They cannot be resumed except on 
the grounds stated above. It will be thus seen tlli'tt the position 
which the bhumias in' general hold is more important and durable 
than that enjoyed by the jagirdars, and they may fairly be saill 
to be the undisput~d lords of the soil over which they preside or 
rule. 

There is also the nankar tenure-from nan, c bread ;' ancl lG:Lr, 
'working;' or working for bread. Eight or ten villages in the ~Ierta 
pargana are held under this tenure, chiefly by Rajp1tts, who possess 
them in perpetuity, and no tax of any ldnd is levied by the Dar bar. 

Proprietary ancl Cultivating Classes.-The proprietary classes 
have been described above. The principal cultivating classes arc
J ats, Sirwis, Bishnawis, Pitals, Rijp-tits, and l\Iuhammadans of 
the countryJ such as Krum:Khanis, who enjoy grants of land which 
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they till themselves. The first named are said by Tod fo comprise ' 
five-eighths of the whole class of inhabitants. 

PoPULATION. 

Population.-llarwar is peopled by Rajplits \ y,ne conquerors 
nnd possessors of the soil), by Ohamns, Bhats, J ats, :Bishnawis, .. 
:.Minn.s and Bhils (the alJo~ginal inhabitants), and by the usual . 
rnixed Hindu population, with n _ sparse number of ~Iuhamma..<:· .. 
dans. 'fhe Cluirans, a sacred race, hold large religious grants · 
of la~d, and enjoy peculiar immunities· as .traders in_. local 
produce. The Bhats are by profession genealogi&ts~ but also 
engage in tr:1de. The llinas, Bauris, and Bhils are•predatocy 

· dasscs, but are employed in menial capacities ... ~he }luh~m
Jnadans are principally soldiers, the word sipdhi ·being used, i¥ 
J\larwar as a ~Iughal word, to designate a Muhammadan.· :The 
l1arwaris, as a race, are enterprising and industrious ; the agricul
tural classes, having to undergo great privations from poor·;food·' 
and often bad water, p,nd living on a poor soil, are ·trained 'in a . 
Elcvcre school of hardship and patient enduranCe. ~Iarwati · 
tra,lcrs arc to be found in all the chief cities of South. and -:West 
India. In the pursuit· of trade they.quit their homes for years, 
only revisiting them on occasions of marriages or of ,family con
cerns. No census of the~ population has ever been taken~ but .~t. 
has been roughly calculated at about 2,850,000, of whom 86. pe_r 
cent. are said to be Hindus, 10 per cent. Jains, and, 4- per cent.· 
~Iuhammadans. Supposing the number of inh.abitants to be 
tolerably correct, this would .make a total of 77·02 to the square 
nrile ; and local authorities calculate the Rahtor population .. as 
200,000, which gives a percentage of 3·40. . . .. . :. . . .. 

Castes, Glans, and Tribes.-The principal Hindu. castes are as 
follows (the list received from well-informed., local authorities . 
gives the precedence first to llra.bmans, second to·'other religious· 
sects, and third to Ra,jputs) :- · 

13rahnia-qs are divided into the following sects.:~Tailang, 
Parik, Sankhwal, Gaur, Kanauji~, P_ushkama, Sawug; ~rimaii,v · 
Sarswat, Khandelwal, Sarwaria, Gujarati, Pui-ohit, Daima, Gujar .. 
gor, Sunawar, Nadwani, &l.chora, PaliwaJ.. ':'· · 

The other religious sects, llhikhdevi, are as follows :-Soami1 
Jati, Sadh, Mahatma, Nath, Dhundia. ..:· ~, ·· . 

,ll~ijputs are divided into the following gots :-Rahtors,~~ltis, 
Puars, Chohans, Gehlot, Tuar, Kachhwaha, Dewals, -Solankhi,. 
I'urihars, with whom are the IndarS, Dodhia, Goyal, Gaur, llargu. 
ja.r. Next to Uajputs in order of precedence come Charans, Bhats,":, 
aud then Mahajans, of whom there are nine different sections, viz.;·.· 

, . . . 



( 24u ) 

Oswal, ~Inhesri, Agarwal, Porwal, Srimil, Srisrimul, Vijawnrgi, 
Saraogi . 

.After the Mahajans come all the other Hindu castes not men
tioned above; a list of most of them is given in the Mallani por
tion of this Gazetteer ; only those not mentioned there being en
tered here-~Iotesar, a caste of beggars peculiar to Marwar, who 
receive largess from Dhats and Charans on occasion of marrbges 
in their families; · Pancholi, .local name for Kayaths ; Khatri 
(mahajans); Simi, a cultivating class; Gujar, also a cultivating 
class; Tirwfui, a kind of Charan; Rawal (buffoons); Chakar 
(domestic . serv-::tnts to . Raj puts) ; ~Ichra, same as lL'thars ; 
Dari, makers of the small cups constructed of leaves, used for . 
holding various articles of food ; Dharbhunja (grain-parehers); 
Daid, a low caste; Kharwai, men employed on salt-works; Beldar; 
Dabgar, makers of the large cnmel.:.leathcr kupis, or jars in which 
ghee is carried ; Ghancha, basket-manufacturers; J agri, beaters 
of the small drum used at native dances; Gwaria, rope-makers ; 
lfer, inhabitant of Merwara; Nat, gipsy; Mina, the well-known 
predatory class ; Gurura, the priest of Chamars ; Bauri, another 
predatory class, employed also as chaukidars on the principle 
" set a thief to watch a thief";" 13agri, a somewhat similar caste 
to Bauris; Satia, a low caste; Sansi, a predatory caste; Dhanka, 
a low caste. 
· lleligion.-Of the Hindu population, 45 per cent. arc follow
ers of Yishnu, 36 per cent. Devimats, more properly called Saktas, 
or fpe worshippers of Sakti, the female principle; they also call 
themselves B:im-~Iargis, from bam ('left') and m:irgis ('travellers 
along a road '-frommarg 'road'), the real meaning being' those 
who do not walk straight.' Tlie Devimats or S:iktas. form secret 
societies, n10st of their religious rites being carefully kept from 
the knowledge of the uninitiated. The Shivites are saicl to num
ber only 5 per cent., and the Jains 10 per cent., of the population. 

The principal local saints of ~Iarwar arc-Hamdco, llarbu, 
Palm, Goga, ·and 1tiahir-l\Ionglia. Each of these saints has 

.large numbers of disciples. There are also the Bishnawis, follow
ers of J:imba, Dadu Panths, and R:imsan:ihis. The above arc all 
included in the total popu1·ltion of ~Iarwar as amongst the wor .. 
shippers of Vishnu. . 

State of Society.-The family deity .of the rulers of nlar\T'ar 
-was, in the Sat Yug or. first Hindu epoch, l\Iansa Devi ; in the 
Dwapar Yug (second epoch), Pankh:ini; in the 'rita Yug (third 
epoch), Rashtarsen:i; and in the present or J{ali Yug (fourth 
epoch), N agaucchi. The legend is as follmvs :-The authors of the 
human race were ~Iaya (literally, 'mother ') 1 a female ucity1 and 
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Tirahm (the creator). In the Sat Yug, or first epoch, the female 
deity wus called Mansa (as at her desire the world was for1ncd). 
In the t:econd cpoclr her name was changed to Pankhani, or winged 
gotldc.ss, because she had of her own will become changed into a. 
falcon. In the third epoch, she took the name of:Rashtarsena 
(d.shtar meaning the world, and sena a falcon), and in this. 
form remained hovering over, and protectress of, the world. 
~fhc real title of the ]farwar Rajputs was " Rashtwar," now 
corrupted to Rahtor. The name arose from the goddess Rash .. 
tarscn:i bc~towin3 her var (blessing) on that sect of the human 
ruce now called Rahtors, hence their original name· Rashtwar or 
ntshtanYar. In the present epoch, or Kali Yug, the tutelary 
deity's name was again changed to Naganechi. The reason given 
for this change is as follows :-When Duhar, the grandson of 
Shivaji (the origirol founder of the Rahtor dynasty in 1\Iarwar), 
succeeded his father as ruler of the land ofKher, he went to the 
Kr.rnatak, where the Rahtor~ ruled previous to becoming kings 
of Kanauj, for the purpose of bringing the image of the goddess 
llishta.rscna from her temple there to his own country of Kher; 
but when the cart containing the goddess reached the vil.lage of . 
}la~ana of Marwar, the vehicle came to a stand-still. Upon this,. 
Dur.:1r concluded thnt the goddess wished to take up her abode 
there, so he built a temple for her reception at Nagana, and placed 
th0 goddess in it (the temple is still existing in this village); her 
:na~c then became Naganechior Naganake (resident of Nagana). 
There are several temples to this goddess in 1Iarwar. . . · 

JJarudr cercmonies.-The following are some of. the customs of 
the ~Iarwar Court:-The highest honor the lraharaja bestows on 
a Tisitor is to receive and dismiss him standing, and raise his right 
hand a little on his arrival and departure; to the next in rank, the 
}.Iaharaja rises both on arrival and departure of the visitor; there 
is, again, a third grade of visitors, on the arrival (not departure) of 
whom ~he ~Iah~raja rises. All the aristocracy of ]farwarprecede 
the ~Iaharuja in processions; on such occasions it is considered a 
mark of high honor for the chief to stop and receive the salute 
of any particular person joining the procession. The great drum 
beats four times every night in the fort at Jodhpur at fixed times, 
and it is considered a mark of hlgh honor and respect to stop the· 
Leat of the drum. once out of the four Hmes, on the occasion 
o£ the death of any of the principal thakurs. On the demise of 
nny of the principal th:ikurs or hereditary officials of the State, 
t!w :3Iaharaja pays a visit of condolence to the families of the 
dcccJ.scd at thejx homes. 

Six grand Darlxirs arc held during tbe year by the J\fahar~1ja~ 
't:i.z., ou the festiro.b of AkhcHj1 Daseru~ Dewall, IIoli~ llarasg:inth 
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(nnni~ersary of thecbief's bhthday), and llakhipunan1. At the 
first four festivals the 1\Iaharaja, and the principal thakurs, sittinu· 
according to their rank, dine together in one room (the :l\Ialmraj~ 
being ~he host) ; but the food is served on separate dishes. 
Except on Akhetij and Rakhlpunam, nazars ere offered to, and 
accepted by, the chief. 

On the birth of an heir to the gadi, ::tn inferior class known as 
Baris make an impression of the newly-born child's foot on a piece 

. of cloth with saffron, and this piece of cloth is exhibited to the 
nristocracy of 1\[arwar, anrl to. the chief of J(ishangarh, fron1 
whom they receive largess in return for the goQ(l news they 
con""ey. 'Vhcn an heir is born to the r)adi of Kishangarh, the .. 
cloth with the mark of the child's foot is brought by the ll{tris to 
the Jodhpur chief, thus notifying the intimate connection between 
the two princes. · 

· Ceremony of Installation lf! the gaai of Martcar.-The prince 
to be installed has to fast the day preceding the ceremony. 
On the day of the ceremony the chief lld.hmans assemble in the 
fort to invoke the deity for a blessing on the proceedings ; the 
chief then u3.thes in the sacred waters of the Ganges, J umna, and 
Pushkar lake, brought for the purpose. Ganesh, Shiva, Vishnu, 
Drahma; ancl other gods are propitiated in the presence of the 
}Jrincc. .A.fterwards weapons of war, viz., swords, shielcl~;and guns, 
nlso the royal insignia, umbrella, sceptre, and standard, and Uw 
DarMr horse and elephants, are worshipped. This ceremony is 
termed Rajesar. When this has been done, the chief, arrayed ill 
his State dress, takes his seat on the gadi, which is placed on a 
l'Uised marl)le platform known as Singhar Chauki. 'fhc thakur 
of Bagri then comes forward and binds on the sword of State, 
greeting the chief aloud with the words "J.Iay Jodhpur prove 
})ropitious to you!" to which the 1\faharaja replies, "'fo yon let 
Dagri prove propitious 1" ~Ieanwhile the Bias (llindu priest) 
places the tilak (or mark of inauguration) on the forehead of the 
]Iaharaja. A salute of guns is fired, and shouts of joy are imn1e
diately raised from all parts of the city. The newly-installed 
chief then rises from the gadi and takes his seat on another 
marble platform in a palace called the Daulat Khana (or abode of 
wealth), where nazars are offered, and obeisance made, by all the 
jagirdars and State officials. The reason given for the Tingri 
th£ikur's investing the chiefs of J.Iarwar with the sword h 
as follows :-During the life-time of P~o Suja, his son {who was 
heir to the gadi) died, leaving two sons by two mothers-the elder · 
Diram Deo, the younger Ganga. 'When Rao Suja 1ras dying, 
sev-eral of the thakurs of liarwar, who were then more nearl v 

~ ,., 
relo.tcd t<> the chief than now, including Thakur Pachacn of 
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Ih~ri, c1n1c to the fort to enquire after the health ot their chief. 
lfa\·ing come o1f a long journey, they were fmnished, and scn:t to 
a:.;k tl10 1nother of Diram Dco for food; she returned an indig .. · 
n~nt n'l)ly to the effect that she was not an inn-kce:per, and that 
fond could not be cooked for them at that late hour. Ganga's 
m.other, hearing of this, not only prepared hot baths for 
the way-worn travellers, but also sent them a capital·dinner. 
\rhcrcupon Pachacn (who was regarded by the others,· being 
1nuch the oldest, as wise and discreet), much pleased with the 
l10spitality of Gang·::t.'s, and indignant at the treatment of .Bi~m 
J)eo's, rnothcr, offered his and his comrades' swords to Ganga, and 
nt Suj:1's death installed him on the gadi, superseding his elder 
lH·other. l-,r01n that tin1o the right of investing the heir to tho 
r;adi of J\I:wwar with the sword has belonged to the thakurs of 
Jb~ri. On occasions of great Darbars held by the 1\faharaja, no 
nutter \Yhat chiefs of high rank are IJrcsent, it is the rule for tho 
Cltamp:\wat, be he one of the highest or lowest of his clan, to 
o1fcr his nazar before all others. The reason assigned for this 
is, that, on the death of 1.Iaharaja Jeswant Singh in .A.D.lGSI, 
lJ<:-,roncl Attok, where he had been sent by the emperor Aurang .. 
zeu, the latter seized the country of the Rahtors, and all the 
th{tkurs had to flee for their lives. One of the ranis _of 1\Iaharajn, 
J cs1vant Singh was pregnant at the time of her husband's death,. 
nud wjshcu to become sati with his other rani and seven concu .. 
hines, who immolated themselves with his pagri, or turban, 
which had uccn brought home from beyond Attok; but, being 
in the seventh month of her pregnancy, she was prevented 
frmn so doing by Uda Kumpawat. In due cqurse. she 
gave birth to Ajit, who f~r many years, during. which the 
.l\[uhammadans held the country, was. protected in. the hills of 
::Marwar by Durga Das Kanot, whilst l\Iukund Singh Champawat, 
who was in the secret of his ~hief's hiding, acted as comm..:<tnder .. 
in-chief of the forces, which ultimately raged successful warfare 
against the ~Iuhan1madans. For this act of fidelity, the Cham ... 
I)ihrats, to the present day, are looked upon as the first in the 
nmnerous Rahtor clan of J\Iarwar. · 

Amongst the families of influence inliarwar arethefollowing:
Bhandaris, of the Oswal st~b-division of the J ains, have long 

held the highest 11osts in the State, viz., those of dewan, hakhshi, 
and the mus:ibat. Bhandari Rughnath, during the time that 
1\Iahnraja Ajit Singh was at Delhi, ruled J\Iarwar in his master's 
name for many years.' 

l\Iohnots, Osw{tls, have held equally prmninent positions with 
the Bhandaris. 1\Iohnot N ainsi was a famous minister in the 
reign of :Thlaharaja J CS'Jaut Singh. · · 
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. Singwi, Oswu.I~, have hcl(l tho most in1poltant offices of State 
from 1tlahnraj::t ~I{m Singh's time to tho present. . . · 
, 13akhshi llhim · llaj an(l Dew{ms Ind Haj and Fatch llaj 

wcro conspicuous characters during l\Iaharaja l\Ian Singh's 1·eign. 
The post of bakhshi has been hereditary in this fmnily since the 
time of· J.Iaharaj::t·Biji Singh. · 
· · 1\Iuhtas, Oswals, who came origin::tlly from J ::Uor, have also 
filled the highest posts during the reigns of Dlaharaja. :ilian Singh 

, nnd Takht Singh. · 
. Loclh{tS, Oswnl mahajans, have helcl offices of high position 

nnd honor, and have, on several occasions during the last two 
reigns, been entrusted with· tho post of Darbir vakil, as also 
that of dewan. · 

. Asopa Brahmans have, since the time of 1\In~~:trnja 13ijai Singh, 
repeatedly held the important post of Da.rbar. vakil at tho 
llaratha Court, and with the earlier British Residents at Delhi. 
Bishan Ram, a member of this class, si_gned tho first treaty 
between the 13ritish Government and the 1\iarwar Darbar. 
· Pancholis or Kayaths have held the posts of dewan and bakhshi 
sine~ the time of Maharaja. Ajit Singh; they are also the hereditary 
scribes (Hindi) and accounmnts of the State, and arc employed 
in all offices. · · · · 

Pushkarna Brahmans, members of which caste rose to cmi
.· nencc during the reign of ]faharaja Takht Singh, and held the 

offices of· de wan and bakhshi. · , . 
· Sabhawat Rajputs arc the hereditary deorhidars (literally, 

'door-keepers') of the State; they superintend all DarlJ:ir cere
monials: all officials and others who desire to pay their respects 
to the }Iaharojn. are introduced by, and all honorary dresses aro 
presented through, them. · · . . 

There aretwootherimportant and hereditary offices of State
one that of Bias, the other Purohit. The former official must bo 
a 13rahman of the first rank. He performs all the religious cere
monies in which the Maharaja, himself has to take part, such as 
that of installation to tho gadi, marriages, &c. All gifts to 
Drahmans are distributed through this functionary. The present 
bolder of the office is Bills Budh Lal, whoso ancestors ha vo 

· enjoyed the post for many yen.rs. 
The other official-termed Rajgur Purohit-performs all the 

ceremonies_ on ocrosions of deaths amongst members of the 
~Iaharaja's family. · The present incumbent is Daulat Singh, to 
who1n the post has descended from his ancestors. 

There are also hereditary Ch:irans of ~he State. Of these, 
the families of Bankcdas and Chaendas are the first in rank ; 
they hold the posts of bard, and it is their duty to collect 
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rmd preserve the records of each reigning chief, atnl embody. 
thenl in their histories_, which is done both in prose arid verse. 
'l'hPy also compose odes commemorative of the most impor• 
tant passing events, which they recite before the Maharaja 
in darb:lr. They receive rich gifts from the chiefs of_ the 
courts to which they belong, and the highest honors are 
11aid to them. Kn.vi Raj Murar ·Dhan, the present poet· 
lnure .. 'ltc of ~{arwar; is a grandson of tho Bankedas above 
n1cntioncd. 'fhe got of the .Hit\9 who performs all the religious 
cerc1nonies of the court is Sandilia; that of the Rajgur }:lurohit" 
llhardwaj. . . · 

In the snndy portion of Marwar, beehive·shAped huts are 
gcnPrally seen, with the exception of the thukur's residence. 
which in small villages is generally of mud with. a thatch r. oo~~ 
The villages are enclosed with a strong fence of thorns to keeP; 
out 'vild animals and thie-res. In many, the" houses are built . 
separately, and each has its own enclosure of thorns. Where thi!i 
is the case, sanitation is easy, and these localities ·appear cleaneY 
and neater than others. The middle classes generally dwell ·~ 
houses constructed of mud with thatch roofs ; those of the 
mahajans are frequently of stone and mortar.; whilst in some vill~ 
ages the tluikur's house is a handsome, well-constructe~ residence •. 

'fhe lower classes of ~Iarwar are generally· temperate, 
laborious, and economica.l; their dress is of the simplest kind; 
as a 1·ule, they partake of two meals a <lay, consisting'· of bread, 
vegetables (generally drif-'ll), and curds and milks.· Their houses 
usually contain nothing but a limited number of cooking- utensils, 
an(l se-rentl sleeping.cots; carpets or rugs are rarely used; th~ 
people sit on the bare ground. . . 

'rhe trading class are bankers and merchants. Marwaris arf1 
sc~ttered all ov-er India, and are a most enterprizing class, amassing: 
oftC'n gren.t wcalt.h. Though visiting their native colmtry seldom 
and at long intervals, they are n1ost loyal. to the rule· of the State~ 
'\Vhen the lnte chief l\Iaharaja Takht Singh died, every ~Iarwari in 
Calcutta and Bombav shaved his head and face as a mark of 
lllOttrning. The }Jrin~ipal cultivators arc J ats,. Sirwis, Jlishnawis, 
J>itals, n~i.jputs, and l\Iuhammadans of tho country, such as 
K<iim. Kh~1nis 'rho enjoy grants of lands. These latter~ however, 
after their agricultural labours are over, lead very idle lives~ 
passing their tin10 in their own houses, or in some public spot 
s1noking and gossiping. The women, on the contrary, work hard, 
heing e1nployed in drawing water, for which they often· have 
to go very long clistau.c:cs ; cooking, dressing their corn,. spinning, 
and lookinP after !he cattle on their ret~n from grazing. They 
alst) work 111 the ficlcls. · 

Gl 



.· ·.The people of Marwnr are described, by one who hnslong liT"ccl 
amongst them, as generally laborious, frugal, comparati-rely well· 
to.do, and physically strong. 

Customs of marriage ancl inheritance.-Although, according 
to Hindu law, it is strlctly forbidden to take money on the occasion 
of the marriage of n. daughter, yet three·fourths o! the Rajpl'tt 
population, and nearly n.ll of the other sects of Hindus in 1\Iarwar, 
set this law at defiance; and, in the lower grades of society, the 
tnother of the bride often receives large sums of money from the 
bddegroom, especially when he is much older than the bride. 

Ceremonies ·of betrothal yary in different castes. Among 
llajputs nnd Charans it is customary for the contracting parties to 
partake of opium together. in the presence of a few members of 
their caste, when the betrothal is verbally completed. Amongst the 
Tailang Brahn1ans the father of the proposed bridegroom sends a 
handkerchief to be placed on the head of the girl. It is usual 
amongst Sarswat Brahmans for the father of the intended bride 

·to place n·ring on the finger of the proposed bridegromn; whilst, 
amongst other Brahman sects,· the father of the girl to be 
betrothed· gives fruit, raw sugar, cocoanut, &c., to the other 
party, or vice versa. Amongst the Oswai mahajans the bdde· 
groom's friends send a garland of flowers and a ring for the bride; 
,othe1~ mahajans exchange raw sugar and cocoanuts in conflrma· 
tion of the betrothal. Amongst the Jatia KUrn.hars, the binding 
of a thread on the bride's wrist is the chief custom. Amongst 
all other classes an exchange of raw sugar and cocoanut con· 
firn1s the betrothal. When the maniage ceremony takes plncc, 
the bridegroom, accompanied by his male companions, goes to the 
bride's house, whilst entering which the Brahmans repeat T"erscs 
from t~e sacred Vedas, and invoke the gods and planets; the 
bridegroom then clasps the bride's hand in his, and together they 
"~alk four times round a fu·e lit in the centre of the room; for 
three times the bride precedes her husband, and on the . fourth 

. follows him. Amongst the SrimUli Brahmans it is custon1ary, on 
the morning after the first ceremony, for the bridegroom to carry 
his bride four times round the fire. With l\Iaheswaris and 
Pancholis, again, when the bridegroom enters the bride's house, 
the bride's maternal uncle takes her in his arms and walks seycn 
times round the b1idegroom. · 

Except amongst the higher classes, sue~ as Brahmans, Maha
jans, and well. born Raj puts, widows are generally allowed to re
marry ; divorces are permissible and are common. 

The laws of inheritance in Marwar differ; that of primogeni. 
ture principally prevails. In many States there are certain lands 
or Yillages whic_h are ostensibly the recognized portions of younger 
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sons. The share of a younger son is not fixed, but it is always 
more than n1cre food and clothes, except duling the life of the 
father. On the father's death the younger son's share to a 
portion of patrimony (though only perhaps a few fields) is always 
allowed. • 

\Vith some of the thakurs of 1\Iallani, however, and othe:t 
relatiYes of !tao l.L<tllinath, an equal division .of the pr()-" 
perty takes place amongst all 'the sons at the father's death~· 
Lands held under pusaita, bhum, sasan, and. jagirl tenl,Ues (see 
under head of "Land-rrenures ") are equally divided amongst a,~ the 
sons. Amongst Brahmans, banyas, the lower order of·Rajputs, and·, 
all others of the Hindu community, property, whether moveahle" 
or immoveable~ is equally divided amongst all the sons on the 
death of the father. The same custom prevails amongst Jats,. 
the lllOSt important cultivating class in )f~tWal';; and when ol1 
~Tat has no son of his own, he may make his son-in-law his heir, 
]Jrovided the latter agrees to reside for the remainder of his life fu · 
his deceased father-in-law's house. As a rule, daughters' sons do 
not inherit; but the Srimali Brahmans, failing male issue-of their 
own, adopt daughters' sons-a practice allowable by' the Hindu 
law-givers of olden times. · . 

Occttpations.-The majority of the population of· Marwar are· 
by occupation cultivators. There are workers in .ivory, dyers,. 
potters, barbers, carpenters, oilmen, domestic- servants, goldsmitp:s,. 
dealers · in lac, blacksmiths, tailors!' washermen, liquor-s~l1ers, 
bearers, chintz-printers, milk and butter sellers, betel-sellers, steel~. 
sharpeners, diggers, grain .. parchers,. braziers,. bards, masons,. &c.· . 

Titan E. 

Jlamifaclures a1~d Trade.-The manufactures of lfarwar Ue: 
of no great importance in a commercial point of view. TurbanS. 
for n1en, and scarves for women,. which are- peculiar to. this pattt, 
of the country, are dyed and prepared with m~ch labour for 
wearing, by Chadwas and lthatris. An embroidered silk . knotted 
thread for wearing on the turban, called pkulmaldl' also peculiar to 
l\iarwar, is made by Oswal mahaia.ns.. Those who are engaged in 
this work are· called patwas. ,. .·.·. , . .... . 

Jamdanis, leather boxes for ho.ldin.g clothes~. are extensiiely' 
made in Jodhpur by l\Iochis; they cost ~rom two t() fi'!e rupees.· :i;~ 

Snuff is made by Khatlis in the city of Jodhpur, and is? 
exported ; it sells at from one-quarter to.~ three-quarters nf ·a seer 
for the rupee. . · · . ' 

At N a gaur, iron wires for the nrutiv-e setar (a guitar of' three 
f'trings) are made by ironmongers; this "Wire sometimes. sells at 
thirty .. two rupees a tola.. . o• 
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Arrows are ni!ide by a class of Muhammadans who arc known 
fi.'om their trade as tirgars. 
. Ivory toys are also extensively made at N agaur by Churigars, 
and exported. 

Brass cooking-utensils of various kinds nrc made at Nagaur by 
Thatheras, and are largely exported. 
. At ~Ierta, gugis (cloaks) and clk'lkmas (tho same material in 

: pieces) are made by J.Iuha.mmadan weavers (Pinjaras) of sheep's 
wool; the former sell at from one-and-a-quarter to four rupees, 
and the latter from eight annas to two rupees, each • 

. . Kbas-kl1a.s tents, pankhas, &c., nrc also made at !Ierta by 
·tailors. · 

. At Sojat, saddles, bridles, &c., for horses arc made by )Iochis .. 
.- At J alor, drinking-vessels of bcll .. metal, prettily engraved~ arc 

n1ade by Thatheras. 
' Scarves worn l1y women in mourning are dyed of very fast 

colours at Pokaran, Balotr:i, and Sindari of ~Iarwar; and are 
largely exported to Bikanir, J aipur, and Ahmadabad. 
· The principal exports are salt, cattle, sheep, goats, horses, cot .. 
ton, \vool, dyed cloths, hides, and pomegranates. From 1\Iakrana, 
marble and marble manufactures arc exported, and stone from 
various quarries. The'chief imports are goor, kand (coarse and 
refined sugar), and _rice from BhiwUni . of Hiscir; opium from 
Kotah, !Iewar, and Beawar. 

_ From Bombay come English piece-goods, silver, and copper. 
From Gujarat spices of every kind, dates, gum-arabic, borax, coa 
coanuts, silks, sandalwood, and dyes. Corn is imported at times 
from Sind and _Bhiwani. Trade is carried on chiefly by permanent 
markets at Jodhpur, Pali, J\Ierta, Parbatsar, Nagaur, Didwana, 
Pachbadra, Phalodi, J alor, Pi par, and Bruotra. 

In ordinary years local crops suffice for local wants, but local 
manufactures are insufficient. 

Judicial System.-At Jodhpur there are .civil and criminal 
.. courts presideu over by separate offiCials. The l\Iaharaja alone 

has the power of life and death, and final appeals. lie to him in all 
but petty cases. ~Iost of the district cases are disposed of by the 
hakims. 

The thakurs within their estates assume independent magis
terial authority, and, until lately, it was only the lower feuda .. 
tories who would surrender criminals or brook interference in cri .. 
minal cases. Arbitration is generally resorted to in all civil cases. 

Jails.-There is one very large newly-constructed jail at 
Jodhpur, roomy, well-ventilated, and cleanly kept. There is 
also a lock-l;lp at the head-quarters of each district, in which, how
ever, only short-te1·med prisoners are kept; those sentenced to 



( 2:5~ ) 

t I1C11'C than· three months' incarceration being sent, as a rule, fo the 
Central J~il at Jodhpur. . 

Police.-The police duties arc generally ,conducted by the 
n.rn1y, no separate establishment existing. . 

Educatiou.-Education in nn advanced form is unknown in 
)fanvar. A large proportion of the population can read and 
write IIindf, .amongst whom are included most of th.e ladies of 
good birth, ·which it is believed is peculiar to this State. The 
capital now possesses two good schools, one for the sons of tlui
kurs and the higher classes, the other for cl1ildren of trades-people 
dovnnrards. At both these schools, English, as well as the yer .. 
nacubr languages, is taught. Thm-e are also schools supported 
by the Darhar in some of the district towns, and every largo 
village possesses one, presided over by the local Jati (Jain priest). 

Communications.-There is one metalled road, 100 · miles in · 
length, running through ~Iarlrar; it is :the main .route from 
.Ajmcr to Ahmadibid in the Bombay Presidency. There· are 
travellers' bungalows on this road as follows, .commencing from 
JJc~iwar in the Ajmer border:- · . · · 

13nr, 
CLamL~wal, 
Sojat, 
.Taahan, 
rali, 
G umlcj, 
Dh(,Ja, 
Sa:udcrao, 

1 G miles .: water sweet; supplies plentiful. 
17 " , ,, . 
12 , , ,; 
15 , . n " 
11 u " ,., 

11 " 
13 " 
9 )} 

" ,., 
J1 

" 
lloute from Jodhpur towards R1rmer in 1.Iallani_...; 

N ar K adi, 12 m'iles : tank water; ~an(ly road; supplies plentiful. 
D~,]i, 16 , well water; supplies plenti£!11; soil hard. 
harYarhi, 12 , water brackish; supplies plentiful; soil sandy. 
l);Jchbadra, 14., , · soil hard; tank water; supplies plentiful. 
J as(,] of ?.IaUani, 8 , sandy; have to cross the Lun1; water good; 

supplies plentiful. · 

On this route both carts and camels are used, 
lloute from Jodhpur toTrards J esalmer-

Balarvo, 16 miles: sandy and hard soil; water good; and supplies plentiful. 
GM.nho, S , , , , from wells; sup1)lies 

abundant. 
Ch:lmlm, 10 , , water S'i'i·ect; supplies plentiful. 
Dce:hu) 18 , ,, well water good; supplies plentiful. 
:.\Iancllo, S , , and hard soil; water good; supplies abundant. 
Lm·o, 10 , soil hnnl; tank water; supplies procurable. [a nala. 
Pokanm, 8 , , water good; supplies abundant; have to cross 
Oa<inia, U , , water salt ; supplies procurable. · 

Carts and camels can lJe used on this route. 
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Route from Jodhpur to Bilmnir-
Bhawad, · 16 Inilcs: soil h.'lru ; water good; supplies scarce. 
Umadcsrio, 16 , water good; supr·lies scarce. 
Satiko, 18 , sandy; well water sweet; supplies plentiful. 
Tantuwas, 12 , , water from tanks good; sup]Jlics rrocurable • 

. Kaku, 14 , , water good; supplies plentiful. . 
, Kudsu, · 12 , 11 , , 

Deshnok, 20 11 , and hard soil; water s\vect; supplies abundant. 
· Bikanir, · 10 , . , ,, water good.; supplies abuud.u:.t. 

Carts nnd camels rire used on this route .. 

Route from.Jodhpur to Jaipu.J;-
B1salpur, 18 miles: sandy; water good; supplies plenti!ul. 

. Pipar, 16 ·. , . soil hard# , , 
Borunda, 18 , , , n 
:Merta, 18 ,, , , n 
Palrhi, 18 , hard and sandy; water good; supplies abundant. 
Bhakhri, 14 , sandy j water good; supplies a}ya.ndant. 
Parbatsar, 20 , (the same as. above; have to traverse the Gn.ngoli pa~s]~ 
Kotrhi, 10 , . sandy; water good; Sl1pplics proemabk•. 
Korsineo1 10 , ·. hard soil; water good; supplies plentiful. 

· Sambhitr, 10 · , (the same as above}. 
Jobner, 14 , sandy; water good; s1applies plentiful. 
Govindpur,l8· ,~ 11 water and supplies as above. 
Jaipur, · 10 ,, , have to cross a nala; wate1· );ootl i mpplic:;; 

abundant., 

Carts and camels, &c.', troycl by this route. 

Route from Jodhpur to Ajmcr direct-
Bisalpur, 1 8 miles : sandy; water good; supplies abund:::.ut. 
Bogal, 16 , soil hard; (rest same as arJOve). 
Jhak, 16 , sandy; have to cross the Luni; water good; sup-

. plies. procurable. · 
Balu:1da, 10 , have again to cross the L.Unf; water good; supplies 

plentiful. 
Lanbian, 8 , sandy and h:ird soil;. water good; suprJlics abun-

dant. 
Kurhki, 12 ,J soil hard; (same as the precedillf~'}. .· 
Govindgn.rh, 8 , soil hard; have to cross the Sarsuti;. water good;. 

supplies plentiful. 
Pushkar, 14 , sandy; (the rest as. above)'. . 
Ajmer, ~. , (metalled road) ; soil hard and sandy; .. water good;, 

supplies abundant. 

Cm-ts and camels go by this route. 

Route from Jodhpur to Ajmer via lierta-
Bisalpur, 13 miles : sandy; water good; supplies plentifnJ .. 
P1p:ir, 16 , hard soil; (rest a~ above). 
Borunda, 18 , , , · 
)Ierta, 18 u ,, , 
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l1i"'ty~m, 11. u!les: hard soil; (rest as aLove). 
LaJ.pura, 10 , ;, , • cross the Luni twice. 
Pu;;1J k::.u·, 1 Z , sanJ.y; water good; supplies abundant. 
Ajmcr, 0 , (a metalled road frc•m this plarc to Ajmcr); f:1upplies 

plentiful. 

Carts anJ camels travel by this route. 

lloute frmn Jodhpur towards Udaipur-
:Jio~·r::~, 12 nii!cs: s3,ndr; water good; 'supplies plentiflll. 
ltohat, 1[) , soil hard; have to cross the Luni; water good; supplies 

plentiful. 
nm, 1 t , und y and hard; have to cross. two nadis i water good ; 

supplies abundant. : . · · 
I3n.;;i, lt , soil hard; water good; supplies plentiful.' . 
Jiwantl, 1Z , , have to cross a nadi; (rest as above). 
DPsuri, 11 , , water good; supplies plentiful. 
Jilwara (of U Jaipur) 10 miles; stony; have to cross the pass j camels and · 

c;uts can go; water good; supplies abundant. 

Route from ,J odhpnr towards l\Iount Ab11-
Mngr:t, 1 Z miles: sandy; water good; supplies abundant. 
Hohat, la , soil hard; have to cross the LUn.l; water good; 

supplies abundant. ' 
ra.li, lt 11 hoth sandy and hard; have to cross two nadis; 

water good; supplies abundant; staging-bungalow, 
post aml telegraph offices here. 

[water good; supplies plentiful. 
soil hard; metallecl road; staging-bl\ngalow; Gundoj, 

Dhoh, 
SJnL1erao, 

10 
13 

f) " 
" 

r:outc fr01n .Todhplu· to Palanpur-

,, 
" 

,. 
, 

S;I.l.nd~, 10 miles: sandy; water good; supplies pTentiful. 
Phinch, 8 , , water brackish i. supplies plentiful. 
Dhunarho, 10 , soil hard; water good; supplies plentiful. 
Khambr, 18 , soil s:mdy and hard; water good; supplies plentiful. 
lblwarho, lt , soil hard; water good; supplies abundant. ' 
Ailiino, 8 , sandy; supplies plentiful; water good. 
Dhmmo, ]G , , (restasabove): 
13hlr rnal,. 18 , soil bard; water good; supplies plentiful. 
Kagmal, 1G , sandy; (rest as above). 

, Barg::wn, let , , water good; snpplies plentiful. 
Bant, 10 , , , n 
Pantlu1w:irho, 10 , soilhard; (restasabove). 
Ganodrho, 10 , , h:tYe to cross a stream; water good; 

supplies procuralJle. 
Dantiwarho, 10 , soil hard; Lave to cross a stream; water good; 

supplies procm·able. . 
Tihutorlti, 10 n ~;oil hard; water good; supplies procurable. 
Pabnpnr, 10 , sandy; water good;. supplies abundant. 

~arts ~nd camels go by this route. 
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Route from Jodhpur to Deawar-
D1salpur, IS miles: sandy; water good; surplies pl('ntirul. 
Ka pura, 10 ,, soil hard ; water good; supplies I)lentiful. 
Chipio.r 18 , sandy and hard; have to cross a stream; wntel'' 

good; supplies plentiful. 
Bar, 10 , {travellers' bungalow); soil hard anJ sandy; have 

to cross a stream; water good; supplies plentiful. 
Beawar or Nayanagar, 14 miles (metalled road) running thl'ough the 

Dar Pass. 

Carts and camels go by this road. 

Route from Jodhpur to Didwtl.na and Daulatpura vi£1 N agaur-
Gangani, 18 miles: sandy; water good; supplies plentiful. 
U stran, 16 , soil hard; w~er good ; !:.1.1 pplies procurable. 
Gewan, 10 · , ,, , , plt .. ntiful. 
Kharnal, 10 , , , , procurable. 
Nagaur, .'. 10 , , , , abundant; post-

office here. 
, plentiful. ·somrhan, 14 , , 

Dugashtau, 10 , , 
, 
, , , 

Khialo, 10 ,, , , , JJ 

Kathoti, 8 , , .JJ , IS 

Kairap, . 10 , sandy; 
Kolio, 8 , soil hard; " 

, 
" , , . , 

Didwana, 6 .n . , , , ,, 
Daulatpura, 6 , sandy; 

Carts go by this route. 
, 

" 
,, 

Route from Jodhpur to Bikanir via Nagaur- . 
Gangani, 18 miles: sandy, water good; supplies plentiful; carts anc! 

camels can go: have to cross a stream. 
Ustran, 
Dasni, 
Go ran, 
Kharnal, 
,._T, .1.,agaur, _ 

AM.i, 
Charlhro 

1 G miles : soil hard; water good i supplies plentiful. 
14 , , , , procurable. 
10 , , , , plentiful. 
1(} ,, , ,,. , procurable. . 
10 ,,. , , , abundant; post-office-

here~ 
14 , sandy and haru; water brackish; supplies procurable .. 

of :Bikanir, 16 , 
Nokho, 18 , 
Deshnok, 14 , 
Bikanir, 14 , 

sanJy ; water brackish ; supplies scarce. 
, water good ; supplies procurable. 
;, , , plentiful. 

sandy and hard; water good; supplies abunda.ntr 

Tow~s. 

Principal Towns.-The principal towns are J oclhpur, Balotra, 
Asops :Barlu, Pachb~dra, Pokaran, )Iathania, Bisalpur, Tinwl'i, 
Dahinda, Bilara, Khinwasar, Shnl.na, Pipar, Kura, Agolai, Sam
dari, :Bhawi, Pali, Nagaur, ~Iunchv:i, La<lnun, K11Chera, J(wl, Par
batsar, Baru~ Bonl.war~ Thunwla, jllcrta, Anadpur1 Rayan~ Bhakh1·i1 
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'1'•. '!'", , .. tj t , NT.' • I... Jl.. ''·f'tl . ~""' dl s l h ,,;t;tfut,.l, .41n1Wa, 1 ,n, a,, \.Ue 1un1an, "'' 1 Iri, m_ln 1:1, am) ar, 
f ' • t "'1 ~' I J t• ' I') . "!I.T, 1 , . Gh < s 'd . o)OJ1 , \1 1n::1:nac;;, , e aran, \J:lcpur, .1~un mJ, - · :.Lnerao, a n, 
N {ltlol, S:'lmlcran, Drsuri, Chanaucl, J!<ili, "\Vinjua, Phalodi, J tHor, 
Altnr, l~hinm:il, BLidgaon, DAnner, J a sol, '11ilwltra, Gura, Nagar~ 
SinthL, D;~,Hn, lt'lt::iru, Ilolw,t, l\1ogra, .._tuwa, Alanhwc.is, Bar J':id~ 
h:-~n, ChantUwal, Gan<loj, Dhola, Phalsund, Didw{tna, Santhu, 
13/tkll:'tsar, S<1ehor, Chitahd,na, Dagri, 1\Iandor, Barantia, Babra.i · 
G::mw 1, n :J.s, S{tb \Y:'is, SJ. i h l{wa. ' ' ' ' 

Fuh·s and Hol!J-placcs.-Thc principn.l fairs in :l\farwar nrc as ~ 
follmYs :- · 

'l'il wnr:'t, in ~In-llani, held in 1\Iarch ; lasts for fifteen days. . S,ec 
:\Ialbni portion of this Gazetteer, page 200. · · . 

lllun(lwa of N~1gaur, held in tho nwnths of Docmnbcr and. 
January, principally attended by travellers, nnd gives an income 
{-,f al>out Its. 3,000; it was instituted by l\faharaj::t nakht 
Bingh in honor of Shr~ K.rishnn under the name, of Girdhari.· It 
bsts nearly 'bvo 1nonths, and is visited by from. 30,000 to 40,0.00 
prople, principally fron1 :l\Iarwar; but people fron1 other districts, 
chic1ly fro1u llhl1vani, also attend. The l\Ilindwa fair formerly 
Lroug·ht in nn income to the Darl):ir of from Its. · 10,000 to 
lb. 15,000, hut. it has fallen off of late years. Bullocks nrc sold 
in brgc numh:rs at this fair. , . . 

'fhc P[trlxtt.~ar fair is held, in the n1onth of Blu1don (August)~ 
nnLllnst 5 for ten days. Bullocks nrc sold in large numbers. It 
is aHcnde,l hy a bont 10,000 people, and is. held in honor of Tejaji, 
of whon1 an account is given in tho Ajmer Gazetteer. The way 
the fair came to lJC held at }">arbatsar in Tcjaji's honor is, th::tt 
in the time of 1.Iaharaja 13ijai Singh there was a very sharp 
L:ikhn at r>arlxdsar, who found that ~Iarwaris, especially Jats, 
'vent in great numbers to the fair at Sarsura of Kishangarh, 
r~ml th~t a l~oocl income was derived by the Kishangarh Darbar 
in eunscqucnce ; so, knowing that the chief object which took tho 
J :its to Sarsura '\ras to worship at Tejaji's shrine, he made up a 
story that Tejaji had appeared to him in a drcam,·and desired 

.· that he should be worshipped in future only at Parbatsar. Tho 
h:l.kiln, then, had a figure n1ado representing 'fejaji, and ordered all 
Jats, on llain of punishment, to attend the Parbatsar fair, and 
not to go to Kishangarh. The Darb:ir derives a revenue of from 
Hs. 5,000 to Rs. 0,000 a year from this fair, which is attended 
chieHy by J Ctts. · . . · 

'l'lto Han1 Dcora fair is held in the month of Bhadon (August), 
~tnd is attended on an aver:.1ge hy from 8,000 to 10,000 people, 
prindpally frmnl\Ianvar, )Icwar, Bikanir, and Jcsalmcr. It is 
he1tl in honor of 11ltnl Deo, of whmn an account is given elsewhere. 
'Tho income of this fair goes to the thakur of Pokaran, who holds 

nl 
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it from the Darbar on the same tenure ns he holds his estate. 
The fair is represented as of the annual value, orrekh, of Rs. 8,750; 
and he has to give the service of eight men, or one man for each 
thousand n1pces' worth of rckh. 

The Biliir::t fair is held on Chait Dull 15th, corresponding with 
the latter part of the month of ~farch, and lasts only one day ; 
o,OOO or 6,000 people usually attend. No income is derived from 
this fair; it is held near a spring of water about four miles from 
·the village of :Bilara, and the legend is that Raja. Dal having been 
· in the habit of giving· great feasts at this spot, the deity Gang:l. 
appeared to him once in a dream and told him that, if an 
nrrow was shot into this spring, he would appear there, and that tho 
water of the spring should become as sacred as that. of the holy 

. Ganges its~lf. Bal obeyed his order, and the water of this spring 
has ever. since been held sacred, e~pecially by the poorer classes. 
'rhe place is called :Ban ganga, from ban, an arrow. · 

Tho Barkana fair is held in the month of Pus (December); 
t>,OOO or 6,000 people attend it from the God war pargana, in which 
l3arkana is situated, and from l.Iewar and Sirohi. It lasts for 
two days, and is·held in honor of a Jain temple erected there ten 
()r twelve centuries ago. . 

A fair is held in February or-lfarch on the top of a hill called 
Gorambar (a corruption of the word Gorakh), four miles from tho 
village of Saran, pargana Sojat ; 5,000 or 6,000 people attend this 
·fair from the neighbouring villages, and from ~Iogra, ~Icrwara, 
&c. ; ,it lasts for two days. There is a temple to Gorakhn{tth on 
the top of the hill, and the fair is held in his honor . 

. The above are the principal fairs, but small local fairs to the 
number of sixty or seventy are held all over the country. 

To-m,~ . 
.Antiquities and Remarkable Places.-The city of Jodhpur wri's 

Jodh built by Rao J odha in A..D. 1150, and, 
pur. · from that time, has been the seat of goy .. 

ernmcnt of the. extensive principality of Marnar. It is placed 
on the southern slope, and fiat beyond, of a small range of 
hills running· cast and west, the prevailing geological form of 
which is 1·ed sandstone; the city is surrounded by a strong wall 
nearly six miles in extent~ and there are seven gates each 
bearing the names of the towns to which it leads. The fort is built 
on an isolated rock~ the highest point of the range, and contains 
the 1Iaharaja's palace, a large and handsome building, completely 
covering the crest of the hill on wh~ch it stands, and overlooking 
the city, lying several hlmdrcd feet below. The city contains 
tnany handsome buildings, palaces of the ~Iahamja., and town 
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rc<::idcnees of the thftkurs; besides numerous fine temples and 
t~u ks. Building-stone is plentiful, and close at hand, and tho 
v rchitccturc solid and handsome. 

J alar is the chief town, situated on the southern border of 
JLbr. the vast sandy rllain of ~Iarwar, which. 

stretches away for full 300 miles, broken 
ccr:1sionrtlly by low ranges of rocky hills, to the I~dus on the 
,\-est, and Sutlcj on the north. It is a place of importance, 
famous in former ages for the strength of its fort, and tho 
rn.:my long and gallant sieges it withstood. Built early in 
tlw Christian era by the Pramara dynasty, then all-powerful 
in \Ye~tern India, its walls, composed of b..rge masses of cut-stone, 
rcmo..in in perfect prcser\""ation. The fort, about 800 yards in 
lcn~th hy ·100 in 'vidth, crowns a rocky hill of an altitude of 1,200 
ff'ct al>t)YC the surrom1ding plain, and commands the city which 
hug.;; tlJC northern slope. 'fhe main entrance lies on this face, and. 
L~ads· up a steep, slippery stone road way, passing three distinct 
liec'i of clcfenee, all of considerable strength, and mounting guns 
on the outer face of the fort. There is but a single rampart wall, 
tt llout 20 feet in height, on the outside, and of varied thickness, 
sufficient, however, to admit of cannon being mounted. The fort 
is amply supplied with sweet-water from two excellent tanks 
iu:'id.e. • 

'Ihis is a brgc, walled, irregularly-built city, formerly the capital 
'". of the northern portion of 1\Iarwar, and 
·'"';;aur. still containing the fort ancl palace of the 

former rulers. At least one-quarter of the dty i3 now in ruins, 
pre~·cnting- a confused mass of fallen houses and of debris, such as 
(JJlC Inig11t expect to encolmter in some city oi the dead, but 
~carcely to he seen in a town containing some 30,000 inhabitants •. 
'Ihcre arc se\""eral very ha.ndsomely carved sand-stone houses, . 
generally the property of merchants engaged in amassing wealth 
cbcwhere. Various sanguinary encounters have taken place at· 
X~1gaur. llao Chand::t successfully attacked the imperial garrison 
then located there in the latter part of the fourteenth centm·y . 
.A~ain, in A.D~ 1:1.07, !tao Kilan of Jesalmer pretended to offer 
a daughter in marriage to Chanda, and went so far as to say that 
if he suspected aught unfair (there had long been a feuLl between 
tlw two families), he would, though contrary to custom and his 
O\rn dignity, send the Bhatti princes~ to N agaur. The offer was 
nccepted, and the wedding party set out ; but the carriages sup .. 
l;osccl to convey the bride's cortege contained armed men. Ch..'1nd:1 
came out to meet, as he thought, his bride, found out his mistake, 
[;.nd connnenced to retreat; but too late. The armed men n1shed 
tn;t from their cv.rdages; ancl Chanda was killed at the . gate of 
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Nagaur. In A.D. 1501, Nagaur was captured l1y Akbar, but was 
afterwards re&tored, lly him to tho Uahtors, on his 1narrbge with 
the sister· of their chief. 

Mcrt.:l was foundecl by Rao Dodn., fourth son of Rao J odha, ancl 
Mert. ndded to by his son, Rao ~In.ldco, who reigned 

· a. from A.D. 1532 to , A.D. 1569, and built tho 
· fort called after him lial Kot. l\Icrta has been the scene of n1any 
n hard-fought battle, and the country round is covered with stone 
pilla1s erected to the memory of the dead. It was at Dangarwas, 
about two miles dista~t, that in .A.D. 1700 the l\Iarathas, under 
DeBoigne, inflicted such a disastrous defeat on the Rahtors, on 
the bund of n tank. called Dangol:ti. There is still to be seen a 
tomb erected to the memory of a Frenchman, captain of infant1·y, .·. 
wounded in the serVice of 1\!Iaharaja Sindia on the 11th Septem
ber 1790, who died of his wounds on the 18th of the same mouth, 
aged ·sixty-one. The inscription is in French, the slab being of 
white marble. Water is plentiful at 1\Ierta, there being numerous 
tanks all round the city. 
. The to'm of Didwana is situated to the north-,vcst of a br~c 
, n·d in lake or sar, being a natural depression In 

1 
w &. the surface of the ground, in every respect, 

except in size, similar to its more extensiYe neighbour Sambhar 
(~ee account under Salt Sources). Dichnina is a large, walled 
town,· said to contain about 20,000 inhabitants. Some of tho 
houses . are well built of stone. There are several wells of sweet 
water, ·and on the side of the to"Wil, opposite to the salt sctr, ·a fresh-
water tank, from which many of the tom1 people drink. . 

Nadolai was once the capital of the province of God war, and i~ 
· exceedinbO'ly intcrestin~ owin00' to its arcl.U .. 

· N adolai. '-' 
, . tectural remains, showing that in that part 

of the world the Jain faith was once predominant. It was at a 
very early period the abode of a branch. of the Chohans of Ajmcr, 
and from it sprung the Deoras of Sirol.U, and the SQniguras of 
Jalor. One of the princes of Nadolai, Ln,kha, is said to have 
measured swords with Mahmud. The fortress, or rather itq 
_remains, is on the declivity of a low ridge, to the westward of the 
town, with square towers of an ancient form, and built of a very 
curious conglomerate of granite and gneiss, of which the rock on 
which it stands is composed. The temple of Mahavira is a very 
fine piece of architecture (see Tod, volume I, page 697). Nadolai, 
Bali, Desuri, and Sadri, in the province of God war, are said, by the 
author just quoted, all to have been ancient seats of the Jains. 

]\landor, three miles from Jodhpur, is interesting as having been 
M d ,. the ancient capital of the Purihar princes· 

au or. of l\Iarwar, prior to its conquest by the 
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Rahtors. · It· contains the cenotaphs of the ruling chiefs of the' 
country, erected on the sp?t where the .. funeral pyre ?orisumed 
the remains of . those who In former days seldom burned alone. 
There are also stone effigies qf gallant chieftains. of Marwar. 
curiot;s as specimens of rude ca~ng by workmen of th:~ 'co~ try-:~ 
Dut little respect or reverence IS shown towards spots which In 
western countries, as cemeteries, are considered .sacred iri the 
present flay. !Ia~y of the cenotaph~ ar~ ,honies {or ·the bcQ'g~rJ 
and even the parrnh dog ; and nothing 1s, done toward~ rep~·· 
in~; the monuments erected to those .. ::who· were ·he~oes, in theix; 

daysituated s9 mile~ to the north of J odhpur:':Pip~r is av~rY: ancien.K 

P!p:tr. . 
town, and is celebrated. in the'traditioris· 
of. the desert as one of the cities fo'\lllded.: 

by the Pramaras prior to the Christian era. There Is an abnri~ · 
c1<tnce of wells, and good water is alsoobtained from a lake called. 
the Sampu, which is connected with the tradition of the· founda~ 
tion of Pipar, as describ~d br Tod in his A:nnqls a$. foll9'YI :~ 
" A Br<ihman of the Pah tribe, whose .name .wa~ Pipa, . was:- m 
the habit of carryigg milk to a: deity cif the· serpent (Takshak) 
race., whose retreat was on the -banks of this lake,· and :wh<> 
de1>osited two pieces of gold in return. for the Paliwali.spffeiing •. ,. .. 
Being c<>mpclled to go to Nagaur, he gave instructions to his soir · 
to perf orn:i his cha,ritable o·ffice; but the youth~ deeming i~ a g~od. 
opport nnity to become master of the treasure, took. a stick .with 
hin1, and, \.vhcn the serpent issued forth for his" accustomed fare~ 
he struck him violently, but the snake, bein·g scotched, not killed, 
retreated. to his hole. Ttte young Brahman related lus adventure . 
to his mother, wh~n the good woman, dreading ~e. vengeance qf 
the serpentine deity, prepared a servant and. bullock to 'co~vey 
hc1•~son to his father at Nagaur. But_what was herhorrol' futho ·· 
nlorning, when· she went to call the youth, to find, iristead of)rlm~ 
the huge serpent coiled up in his bed r Pipa, on his .re.turri~ was 
inconsolable; but stifling his revenge, he propitiat()d_'the,serpent . 
with copious libations of milk. The scaly monster :was oonc~ted, 
and revealed the stores he gu.araed to -Pipa, comtttandllig hi.m to. 
raise 31 monument which would transmit a kil;<YW'ledge of the~veri.~ · 
to future ages. Hence Pi par arose from, J.>Ipa, ' the Pall ; · 
and the name of the, lake Sampu, from his benefactor the. 
' serpent ' ( sampa) ~· All these allegorical. · ,tales · re?ard . the . 
Takshak races, the followers of . the religion pf . Buddha .. or 
J airo, and their : feuds with the Brahmanical . sects. 'I~ is 
evident that Pipa, the Pali, wors!J.ipped both; and the.very name .. 
induces a l)clicf' that· tho whole· l?aliwru caste arc converts from 
nuddhism." . . . " . 
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rau .. the comme:rcial city of ~Iarwar, is situated 45 miles south-
Par ·east of the capital. P6li has acquired an 

'· unenviable notoriety as the place of origin 
of the maha mari, or Indian plague, in 1830. Situated on the 
main road between .Alnnadabad and Ajmer, it has long been 
the chief commercial mart of Western R:ijputana. The prin
cipal trade carriecl on is that of dyeing woollen cloths. The 
city is built of sun-burnt bricks, no stone being readily procur
able in the neighbourhood. In the civil wi:trs that formerly 
raged in }fanvar, tho possession of Pili, from the ·commercial 
character of its inhabitants, was of great importance to either 
party, and at their desire the fortifications were razed. As an 
emporium, its reputation is of ancient date, and, politically, it is· 
connected with the establishment of the reigning family of these 
regions. A community of Brahmans then held P:Ui in grant fi"mn 
the princes of l-Iandor, whence comes a numerous class, termed 
Paliwal, who follow mercantile pursuits. It was in Sam bat 1212 
(A.D. 1156) that Shivaji, the founder of the Rahtor dynasty 
nnd son to the emperor of Kanauj, passed Pall on his return 
from a pilgrimage from Dwarka to the Ganges. The Brahmans 
sent a deputation to ask him to relieve them from two great 
enemies to their repose, namely, the :\Iinas of the An-ali, ~nd 
the lions, which bad bec.ome very numerous. Shivaji relieved 
them from both ; but the opportunity to acquire land was too 
good to be lost, and, on the festival of the IIoli, he put the leading 
Brahmans to death, and took possession of Pali. · 

Phalodi is a large town to the north-west of ~Iarwar ncar tho 
borders of Bikanir ancl J esalmer. The gar hi, or fort, was 
lJtrllt by Rao Hamira Nirawat, great-grandson of Rao Suja. 
There is a house still in the fort call~d by llamira's name. Tho 
garhi was added to by Rao ~faldeo, who succeeded to the gadi 
of 1tiarwar in A.D. 1532, and is now in good order, having been 
recently repaired. The population is said to be about 12,000. 
~fany of the mahajans, who own houses in the place, carry on 
trade in all parts of India, but leave their families at Phaloili, 
returning at intervals. · 

The fort of this place is said to have been constructed by 
P ka Rao 1tialdeo out of materials brought fron1 

o. ran. Satelmir, distant about two miles from 
Pokaran, which he dismantled. Satelmir was built by Satel, the 
eldest son of Rao Jodha (after whom Jodhpur is named), on 
the top of a low ridge of hills; there is nothing left now, but the 
ruins of an old Jain temr)le. Pokaran is the appanage of tho 
premier baron or tluikur of Jodhpur, 1vho holds the post of 
rardhan~ which entitles him to a scat on the khawasl or behind 
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the 1-falnrnj::t, on an 0lephant on all State oc<;asions. All doeu .. 
ments, heing grants of bncls, villages, &c., by the Dar bar, have to 
rceeh·c hi" ~:.ignature. II.is ancestors came froro. Bhinmal to Pok
aran in the tiinc of J\Iaharaja Abhai t1ingh. 1 

FAUINE •. 

Famine of 18CS-CO.-Colonel Brooke, Offieiating Agent to_tl1o 
Governor-General for the States of Ita,jputanit, in his report on . 
tl1e famine of 1808-GD, writes thus:-" At Jodhpur no rain what .. 
e\er fell during the rainy season, at. least not sufficient to be .. 
measured by a pluvimneter. Godwcir undi!r the A.rvali, which· 
p:1rtakns of the Ajn1cr and J\Iewar dhnate, 1was favored with a 
little rain in July, hut none subsequ'cntly. 'rhe south-west mon .. 
soon failed entirely throughout J\Ial"\1'-ar." 

1 

· 
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MALLANI. 
HISTORY. 

liALL.\.NI justly claims to be called the. cradle of tho llahtor 
race in the west ; for when Kanauj fell before the l\Iuhammaflan 
:urns, As than, tho great-grandson of the last Raja of t lnt. 
State, emigrated to Jtlarwar with a body of his followers, anll in 
A.D. 1181 established himself as ruler over Khcr, a town nc::tr 
the banks of the Lun1, ancl the districts. of n~cwo (now called 
Jtiallani) adjoining it, which he seized from the Gohcls, of whom, 
Tod, in his Annals arul.Antiquitie.~ of llajastluen, thus writes:
"Their first residence was Juni Khairgarh near the bend of. 
the Lunf in l\Iarwar. How long they had been csta1Jlishcd here 
we know not. They took it from one of the Bhil chiefs· name<! 
Kherwa, and had been in possession of it for twenty years when 
expelled by the Rahtors at the end of the twelfth century." 
When the Gohcls were exterminated by the R:1htors, Khcr is 
said to have been a town of importance ; but the only ancient 
building still standing is a ten1ple of Chatarbht'tj, which local 
informants assert to have been constructed· in A .. D. 117G~ Tho 
Gohels migrated· to Bhaunagar on the Gulf of the 1\Iahi, after 
their defeat, and are still to be fountl there in large num1Jers . 
.After tho conquest of Kher, the Rahtors do not appear to 
have acquired further territory in l\Iallani tmtil the time of 
::ftiallinath, ·when the districts now known as Gura. and Nagar 
were conquered from the Soras (whose chief was named Sin:\fby 
Khem Karan, son of Jaitmal and nephew of 1\Iallin~Uh. There 
is .a local tradition that Khem Karan obtained possession of 
Sina's wife, and 'that it was by her treachery that he succeeded in. 
overcoming the Soras. The descendants of children born hy hrr 
to Khem Karan still reside in Nagar, and are known as U uh:inia · 
Rajputs. After their defeat by Khem Karan, the Soras 
emigrated to Nagar Parkar of Sind. 'Vhen As than first 
captured Khcr, the present Barmer district of l\Iallani was 
held by Anant Rao Sankla. According to Tod, volume I, page 
93, the Sa.nkh1s were the second of the thirty-five Sachcc 
or branches of the Pramaras. There are now the remains of 
two (apparently) large cities-one, Kheraru, to the west, and 
the other, Juna, to the. south-west, of Barmer-and twenty and 
twelve miles, respectively, distant fro~ it; saitl to h:1vc been towns 
of importance in those days. The Sankl:is were exterminated 
by the Chohans, who, in their turn, hatl to succumb to tho 
Rahtor-s, and the manner in which the latter obtained possession 
of the llarmer district is said to have lJeen as ·follows:
The leader of the Chohans was named 1\Ianja, whose daughter 
had been given in marriage to Jagmal~ son of !Iallinuth (the 
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ninth In succession to Asthan). By her, Jagmal had a son· named 
l\1 amllak. J agmal had a quarrel with his Chohan wife; who, on 
this account, accompanied by her son, left her husband ancl 
returned to her father, who · gave her a village, which was 
called after her and is still known as Ranigaoii. J agmal 
then r-,umn1oncd a number (said to be about 200) of his most 
faithful followers, and instructed them to go to his wife and 
son and give out that they too had quarrelled with and left him ; 
they therefore went and joined Mand.lak and his mother. . Son;ta 
ti1nc after, when all preparations had been secretly made, Jag
Iwll set off with 300 or 400 men, on pretence of bringing back 
hi~ wife and son. On ani val at Jlina, he attacked and killed h~ 
father-in-law, and added the present Barmer district to his:po~ 
sessions. .An old rhyme is still current in Marwar w}li.ch, it is said, 
was often quoted to ~Ianja by the Charans~ · 

.. 0 1U.nja' Y"H may as well place your trnst in a tiger's whelp as in the o1rspring of Jagmal;; 
.Pat him away from you, or he will one day kill you I" . ,.. 

Major Malcolm's report, written in 1849~ · 
"In the fourteenth century a separatiqn took place in the 

Rahtor tribe, a portion following the fortunes of Biram Deo (the 
youngc~r son of S:ilka Rawal), who subsequently founded the 
principality of Jodh}JUr; while the remainder, under,.the elder· 
l>rother, ::Uallin:ith, continued to occupy their forme:~ position in 
~fc,,-o, or ~Iallani as. it is now more frequently'''denomina.ted 
after lfa1limith R11wat, the immediate ancestor of the present 
chiefs of Bcirmer, Jasol, Nagar, and Sindari. · 

"It is uncertain how long the Rawats of Kher continued to 
exercise any control over the rest of the chiefs, or to be considered 
as the head of a principality; but, at the period when we first 
became aer1uainted with them, all traces of such a power had long 
ceased, and each chief of the principal families ~ which tho 
tribe is divided claimed to be independent. · 

H 'l'he law of Gavelkind, or that by which an equal division of 
the property of the father is, at his death, made among his sons, 
Las long existed among these tribes, and to its deteriorating effects 
are to be traced all the evils which have befallen the community. 
Di<sscnsions mnong families, and blood-feuds arising out of the 
minute sub-division of land, which it enforced, led to the assistance 
of the neighbouring and comparatively powerful chiefs of Jodh
pur being frequently solicited, and this gav-e rise to an interference 
on which the latter ground their right of sovereignty over the 
districts at large. 

"No treaty or forrnal contract between the parties can be 
produced in support of this claim, but the circumstance of the 
past Rajas of Jodhpur interfering in the settlement of the local 

Il 
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disputes nmong the chief~J, nnll levying, for a. number of years, 
an iiTegular species of tribtltc on the distriet, confirms, according 
to the usage of tho country, their right to uc ·considered as the 
lords paramount of l\Iallaai. · 

· " For many centuries past, the districts of l\Iallani had been 
one continual scene of anarchy and confusion, ancl their inhabitants 
more savage and lawles:J than the neighbouring Khosas of tho 
desert. The Court of J(.dhpur, when called upon to repress their 
excesses, acknowledged their inability to coerce them. Under these 
circumstances, the British Government, r.s conservators of tho 
general peace of Indb,, found themscl~es compelled to procecll 
against them as n, public nuisance, and, with' their own troops, to 
seize the districts which they occupied. The Jodhpur Darlnir · 
having failed to render e.ven the limited assistance which they had 
. proniised, the whole trouble and expense of the undertaking fell 
upon our Government. 
· - "Mter the occupation of the· district, t4e principal chiefs 
were removed. as prisonersto .. Kachh~ whence they were suh~equcnt1y 
released, on furnishing security for their good conduct, and on the 
express stipulation, entered into by Sir Henry Pottinger with the 
'chiefs <?f. 13al'¥l.cr. in person, that, as long ~s they conducted the?I
selves mth proprwty, they should be considered under the spccml 
protection of the British Government. 

"The Jodhpur Darbar, though they had utterly failed, as 
above stated, to afford· f;Lny assistance to Government in the 
reduction of ]Jallani, were not slow to put forwarcl a claim to its 
sovereignty. In reply to this demand, it was allmitted by Govern
ment that the Rajas of, Jodhpur had for many years exercised 
a species of control over 1\fallani, and levied tribute froni its 
chiefs at iiTegular periods; that such claims as it might have 

. once possessed were rendered· null and void by the state of anarchy 
·and confusion into whlch it had allowed the countrv to fall; and 
that, though the British. Government had established a claim to 
the districts themselves, consequen,t on having reduced them 
to order and obedience, it was willing, out of kindness and consider· 
ation to His Highness, to waive its just rights, and to acknowledge 
His Highness as entitlell to sovereignty over these districts, ancl 

, the tribute they might yield; at the same _time, informing him 
that our interference would not be withdrawn till his Government 
could afford satisfaetocy evidence_ of its capacity to rule them itself., 

JJia}or Impey' s -report of 1868. · 
'' 1\Iallani came under llritish control in 1836, and was managed 

by a Superintendent on a consolidated salary of Rs. 700 a m.o~th. 
. He also commanded a detachment of regular troops~ cons1stmg 
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or one SlJ.U~clron Bon1bay regular cuvalry, two compfLnics regular 
infnutry, and or..o_ hundred Gaekw[n· horse ; his hcad.quarters 
wcrJ at narmer. . 

"In 181.t this dctaelnncnt wns withdrawn and replaced by 30 
horse and GO infrmtry of the Jodhpur Legion and 150 ~farwa1~ 
l10rsc. On tho departure for England in 1849 of the local 
Superintendent (Captain Jackson), the district was, first as a 
tcmpol'nry mc~~snre, and then permanently~ placed under the· 
char·gc of the Political Agent, ~Iarwar. . 

"In October lSGO, on account of sickness at Barmcr, the Politi .. 
cal Agent arranged ·with the officer commanding the Jodhput 
Legion to l1avc hi~ own escort at Jodhpu1• increased to ~.to horse 
aml SO foot, and from it to furnish 1·clicfs for the }fn1Iani guard, 
w1tich was then reduced to 14 horse and 8 foot, the l\Iallani 
pri:mners bdng lJrought from B:irmer to Jodhpur. 

"In l.oj .t this detachment \\'"as altogether withdrawn from , , 
Dur1ncr, nnd the military control of the district has since then 
lJrcn left to the contingent of the Darb:ir horse, which n.aw con .. 
~:i~,ts of GO m.cn 1nounted on camels, 50 horsemen, and 30 foot
sohlicr~, rviih the usual complement of commissioned and non
commif;::;ionccl officers." . · . · ·. 

A circumstance worthy of notc.liere, is the addition to 1\Iallani 
of the tract of country now called Takht:ibad, after the late· ruler. 
o[ ~Iarwar, ~Iaharafa Takht Singh, which is thus described by 
:1\bjor Impcy :-"In the south-west corner of ~Ialbni, where it 
1narchcs on Sind, there is a strip of district, about 50 miles long 
nnd 7 broad, kno·wn as Takht:ib:id; it con1prises twenty-nine villa
ges, some of thcn1 consisting of only a few huts, collected round a · 
pooJ, oe \Yell of fresh water, and which more properly would be 
stslc<.l hn.n1lcts, the nucleus, we may.hope, of future villages.'' 

GEOGR4-\.PTIY. 

G{'nCJYtl Topo!JJ'crplly.-Thc pro,"ince of lfnlhni li6s between 
].fnrwnr Proper and Sind .. It having never been surveyed, only 
nn approximation of its area can be given. Taken from its extreme 
11ohlts frmn north to south, it is about 150 miles in length; 
null 120 1niles in breadth from cast to "\Yost; and its area may be 
roughly calcnbtccl at 18,000 square miles. On the north itis· 
h)lUldccl by tho State of J esnln1cr and the Shiv district of ~Iar
"\Yar ; on the crtst by the Pachbadra, Shrina, and J alor districts of 
J\Jarwnr; on the south by the Saclwr district of 1\farwar; on the 
Y.rst by the U1narkot ::mel CJuiehra diYisions of tho Thar ancl P<'trlmr 
dish-ids of Sind; and on tho north-west by the Girab district of 
1\I::1rwnr. · 

Coiljl[!UJ'atiou.-'.fhc general features of the country ai·c sand-
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llills. The whole of the northCJn :tnll · western portions form 
part of tho little 'desert stretchin~ into Sincl anll Jcs..1.lmcr. 
'fheso sanclhills rise to an altitude m places of 300 to ~.tOO feet. 
and this part of l\Iall1ni rcsemblc:J the troubled waves of a sea of 
sand. For ages, theE e wastes !k'\1.-e been the grazing-grounds of 
camels, kine, goats, and sheep, tended by the hardy lliluch tribes 
of the ~csert, who combined this occupation ·with cattle-lifting. 

·Water Is found f.Olr.e 150 to 300 feet below tho surfncc; but is 
·usually brackish~. ar.c! in some spots deadly to man or beast. 'V' ells 
and pools that v.re drinkable after the rains, nncl up to March be .. 
fore the heat has ab'.mrbcd the moisture, become then noxious, and 
drinking-water is exceedingly scarce. .Wherever a successful well 
exists, it constitutes a village or h::nnlet, round which the herdsmen·· 
flock in summt!r and pay dues to the villagers whose well they usc. 

The people have a supersti~iou3 prejudice against the constrm~ .. 
" tion of new- wells, and seek for ~old wells to repair. There is a 

current belief!that an ancient king:, known as the Sagar Raja, had 
an army of dc~nons who possessed the faculty of smelling out whcro 
good water existed, and there he had wells dug: the sites of thcso 
old wells are sought for. This belief h3.s lately been strengthened 
by tho fact that in the confmes of Baitu, in the Sinclari estate, 
five of the Ra.jput sharehold(~rs.dug separate wells, and all turned 
out salt and useless. Still, of late years, five new wells havo 
been made in the Takhtaba•l district ; but in this tract Muham
madans abound, and it is not regarded as ]Iallani Proper. 
Wells cut in the rock, or, I~ther at the foot of the rocky hills, 
such as the great well of B:irmer, cost some thousands of rupees; 
but wells so situated are r::tre. In the soil called nayar, hard soil, 
the average cost of a well is Rs. 1,500 ; but near the LUni · or 
in the par they may be dug for Rs. 40 to Rs. 50 ; but these are mcro 
pit~ for water, and are not constructed of permanent masonry . 

.Rivers.-The only ri'rer inliallani is the Luru (for a lengthen
ed description of which seo Jodhpur). 

The . LUni. enters Mallani. at J asol, and pursues a tortuous 
course along the eastern boundary of the country for sonic 80 
miles, finally leaving the province at Ganda.p of Gura, anu, flow
ing a few miles further through the S:ichor district of 1\Iarwar, is 
eventually lost in the marshes of the Rann of Kachh. It is the 
only stream that relieves the sandy aspect of 1\Iallani. After 
the rains, generally speaking, the water found in the bed of tho 
LUni, and in the wells along its banks, is sweet and abundant; but 
the stream is as capricious as it is erratic. On one bank it may be 
a blessing, on the other a .curse. This is seen in two villages in 
the Gum. estn.te : one is rich with crops, tho other arid and 
bare: on one bank the stream flows over sand, and its wa.tcx· is 
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sweet; on the other, over a hard bottom, and is briri.e. This 
capriciousness 1nay l;c noticed along its whole course through -: 
~I::tnrar an<l ~Iallaui. Generally in the hot weather the river-bed 
is dry, thoug·h water, snlt and sweet, may be found by digging 
u few feet bclmY the surface; but, in places, it leaves deep 
pooL; in c hasnts of rock or sand, such as are found near Sindari. 

'The Sukri river (for which also see l\Iarwar) joins the Ll'mi 
at G:incbp. . · 

Jldls or Lakes.-Thcro arc jhils at Shokar, Sarlcipar (sar 
nlc[lns a n1arsh, and par is a soil peculiar to the Barm.er district · 
and the north-western part of the pronnce-seepage 285), and 
at Kharin-ka-p:.\r. These are in the Birmer district. In those of 
'rakht:.'iL:ul and Sctrao there are thirty-five or forty of these 
Jn:-trshc~. In favorable seasons, wheat is grown in ·the , beds, 
and, when the 1narshes become dry, kutcha wells are dug to a, 
depth of from eight to hvcnty-four feet, and thus a plentiful 
supply of w·ater is procured. The Sarkapir covers an area of 
frmnl,OOO to 1,200 bighas. Villages are located near all these sars. 

Mountains or IIill-countrles, and 11Ii"nerals.-One very high hill. 
in ~lallani is Nagar of J asol ; the ascent to it is about a n1ile 
nnd a quarter in length. On the top are tankas {reservoirs , for 
w·a tcr), and one sn1all nadi, or nab. .A.s far as is known, there 
nrc no minerals in this hill, nor is the stone used for any pur· 
pose. It is the highest point of n. small ridge which trends in t\ 
south-western direction, and is about 1~ kos in length. , · 

. In the Sindari Patt:i, a! a ~age .called Dunda!i, is. a , solitary · 
1nl1, locally known as Gohana, In height about the same as that 
nE Nagar. No minerals have been found in it, nor is the stone 
useu for building or other purposes. 

There is also a small range, consisting of two or ·three lilllss 
ncar tho vilbge of Sanpan of Sindari, from which slabs for roof~ 
ing purposes, called sils, arc procured. 

At Sirnu, also in Sindari, thoro is another solitary hill, the 
ascent to which is about three-quarters of a mile. Its stone is not 
utilized. 

In tho Gura pnrgana there is a single hill of about sev·en miles 
in length, but of no considerable breadth, called Dhorimanha, 
fron1 a -village -of that nmne at its foot. Its elevation, at the 
hi2:hcst point, is about the smnc as that of the G(tra hill. There 
arc in ~t caves, i1~ ·which in.former time~ Sarihis and other preda .. 
tory tnbes were 1n tho halnt of eoncealing themselves. · 

T'l1Cre is at Ch::tbotan a portion of an important ridge of hills, 
·which extends through Jcsa.lmer into l3ikanir territory. At 
Chahqtan this ridge is of considerable height, being about It miles 
in ascent. There arc se-veral ponds on this hill~ ·which become full 
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in the rains, and gross grows on the table-bnd at its summit, which 
is a bout a kos in area. On. this nre the remains of an old fort. 
Water percolates half-way" down the hill, where it re-appears, and 
is collected in a kund, or basin, and from this the villagers of 
Chahotan obtain their supply of drinking-water throughout the 
year. At Khararn, where there are the l'em::tins of an ancient 
city, supposed to ha-vo 1Jelonged to the Sankla tribe, who were 
exterminated by tht} Chohans, is a large hill, the highest point 
of a small range in that neighbourhood. There are no (known) 
minerals in it, and no. quarries. . 

.. Jas...Y-ka-pahar, in Barmer, has a large extent of table-lantl on 
its summit, which, in the rains, is covered with grass; there is 
also a. good supply of water, and the cattle of the surrounding 
villages graze there for six months in the year. This hill used to 
be a fastness for robbers in former times. 

J una-ka-pahar, another portion of the Chahotan ridge, is a 
very ste~p hill; and.t although it contains an abundant supply 
of. grass, cattle:· cannot, owing to its abruptness, graze there, but 
grass is cut by laborers when a supply fails elsewhere. There 
are the remajns of an old. fort on the summit of this hill. 
' J una was, in former years, a large Yillago. belonging to the' 
Sanklas; but at present there are only a few inhabitants in 
it. . ,• . 
. . Taratarha is a hill situated about three kos distant from J una
ka-pahar. Its aspect is much the same as that of the one last 
described. .. 

Ranigaofi.-ka-pahar, between Taratarha and JUn.a.-Grass is 
· folind on this hill, but the sides are so steep that cattle cannot 
graze there. · , · · 
- H:irmer-ka-pahar.~The village, or rather town, of Ilarmer is 
located under this range of hills. There is a small fortalice, 
built on the summit of one of the lo~cr ranges, in which the 
Harmer thakurs now reside. The stone of this hill is used for 
building and roofing purposes. 

Luno-ka-pahar, also near Barmer, is a small hill, but the 
·stone is much used for building purposes, long slabs being 
procured fro:m it. . . . . . 

l.Iult:ini ~Iatf, or fuller's-earth, lS found In consHlcralJlc 
quantities at Kapuri of Harmer; it is used by natives of all castes 
for washing the hair. It is also 1nixecl with macerated paper, 
from which small vessels arc made, too porous, however, to retain 
liquids. This earth is taken to Um.arkot in Sind, Jodhpur, and 
Dikanir. It sells on the spot for about 1± annas per donkey-load, 
and 2 annas per bullock-load or from li to 2~ maunds in 
weight. 



Porests.-There are no forests or forest-tre-es in liallani .. The 
common trees art:-"'-khejri (a,cacia l&ucophlcea), k.umat, khair, 
robira (tccmna undulata), phog (calligonurn), her (zizyphusjujuba), 
jal, ak (calrJtropis), anJ nim: the first eight are indigenous; the 
last is only seen where cultivated. On the banks of the LUni the 
Labul (acacia arabica) is found in corisiderable quantities, and 
the jhau; the last, however, is more of a shrub than a tree. 
Tho wood of the khair, khejra, and rohira is utilized for 
building purposes; that of the rohira, after being kept for. a 
couple of years, is much valued, and tables, chairs, boxes, &c·., 
are made of it. The flower of the, ak, mixed with salt, pepper, 
&c., is considered a good remedy for coughs; and the sap which 
is extracted from it is thought a certain remedy for pricks by 
thorns ; the leaves are also extensively used as applications in 
cases of rheumatism. The twigs of the ak and phog, but especial~ 
ly of the latter, are employed as materials for supporting the 
sides of kutcha (shallow earthen) wells, and in buil~g huts·; the 
leaves of the ber, mixed with cut grass, &c., is a favorite food for 
c:1mels. ; ·- ' 

Grass~s.-lfurath(?)1* sania,* and khinp* grasses are lised for 
thatching purposes, and from th~ latter strong ropes are made.· 
The llh u.rat, siwan, and burea are very common in J\IaUani, and 
on them the cattle chiefly graze. 

W:ild An-imals.-The common beasts of prey are wolves, 
jackals, foxes, and leopards; the last named are, however, rare. 
The wilcl-pig is occasionally found. Ravine-deer are seen .all over 
the district ; -antelope only in the neighbourhood of J asol. Hares 
arc occasionally seen, but are not numerous. Amongst the game
birds are the large bustard (eupodotis edwards#) and tilor rlwubara 
macqueenii), the ordinary grey partridge and grey quail, the large 
sandgrouse (ptel·oclesarenarius), the common sandgrouse (ptero;. 
cles exustus), the painted sandgrouse (pterocles fascitus),. the 
cool en or uemoisellc crane (anthropoides virgq), the black ibis 
or curlew (local name, kur dantli). Ducks of various kinds are 
found in the cold weather wherever there are pools of water. 
There are no fish in Mallani. · ·· · . -

Communications.-There are no made roads in·· MaiL'lni, nor 
tmvellers' bungalows. A house has been erected at Jasol,·--which
is sometimes occupied by the Political Superintendent when ,pn 
tour, and by any European officers who may come ta the district 
to attend the Tilwara fair. Travellers from the North-"\Vest aild 

• .English names not known. 
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other parts of Indi:.t, proceeding to Dwarka, take tho following 
route:- · 

J asol to Tapran ... 
Ta pran · to Tihukti 11 

Sindari ••• 
Pael:l. • •• 
J&likhcra 
Nagar 
GUra. 
Gandap. 

••• 

... 

, .. 
••• . .. ... 

.. .. ... 
... • •• ... • •• 

4 kos.* 
5 , 
4 , 
4 JJ 

5 , 
4 , 
3 

" 6 , 
On this route there nre no difficulties; sweet-water is fotmd at each 
stage; supplies are plentiful; and wheeled vehicles can be useLl ''"ith 
comfort. .. 
. .Another route is from Jasol to Gadrah in Sind; from Umarkot 
the stages are as follows:-

. Sanli • •• •• • 5 i kos. 
Nosar ••• ••• 6 , 
Chawa ••• ... ... 6 , 
Shokar ••• 6 , 
13armer - •• • 4 , 
h~ 5 , 
Sian a •.. • •• • 5 , 
Khatalkapar .. • •• . •• . 5l , 
Gadrah (in Sind) 4i , 

. On this route, with the exception of Chawa (where it is brackish), 
water is plentiful and sweet,. and all supplies procurable. Carts 
can only be used as far as B:irmer; beyond that, sand and sand
hills are encountered, and the country is covered with brushwood 
of the kumat and ·khair, which render the passage of wheeled 
vehicles almost impracticable.-

A third route is via Jesalmer to Rori Dakar, and from Jasol 
is as follows :-

Til wara. • • • • • • . .. · 4 kos. 
Santara. 6 , 
Sodh:in. 6 ,, 
Ratu ••• 6 , 
Ondo (of Shco ~farwar) ••• u• 3 , 
Ula (of Jesalmer) ••• 7 , 

With the exception of Ratu, the water is sweet at all theso 
stages, and supplies plentiful. Carts can travel by this route; but 
very heavy sand and sandhills are met with, which r·cnder 
.it difficult for bullocks to drag carts along. 

• The kosin ];I~lla.ui is a litUe more than lf miles. 
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.A fo:1rth route is f-rom B:irnier to Takhtabid, the portion of 
)Ialbni which joins the border of Sind:-

.Akora · 6! kos. 
Chahotan 6 , 
J3ijrar 5 , 
Kclnor (head-quarters of Ta"khtabad) 7! , 

Rj t.ws route, carts cannot travel; only camels and horses are 
usc(l. The country is very sandy, and covered with an und~r .. 
b'Towth of kumn.t trees. W atcr at all stages good, and supphes 
plentiful. · · -

'Tho route from B<-1rmcr to Gura is as follows:-· 

:Mitra, G kos : water sweet; supplies plentiful. 
Noklmi, 5 , , brackish; , , 
Khandali, 5 , , very scarce; , , 
Gum, 5 , , good; , · , 

This route is only fit for camels; carts are not advisable. 
Climate.-Thc climate of ~Iallani is a· healthy one; hot winds 

prevail with great violence in the months of April, ~fay, and 
J nne, but the nights are fairly cool, and, as soori. as rain falls, the 
ternpcrature becomes pleasant; the coldest months ·are from the 
Iuiudlc of November to the middle of February. The amount of 
rainfall cannot be given, as a register has never been kept. ; 

Epiucn1ics are rare; fever, spleen diseases, and guinea-worm 
m·o tbc nwst common maladies. 

JJrouglds, Floods, and Bliglds.-Droughts are·very common; 
floods never take IJlace; and blights are of rare occurrence. 

In these desert tracts, locusts generally appear after an·· un-
usually hea,vy monsoon, and do much damage. ' · · · ·· 

State of Society.-In the towns of ~Iallani, such as Barmer, · 
.Tasol, Sinclari, Nagar, anq Gilra, most of the houses are construct .. 
eel of stone and bricks, and roofed with tiles, whilst those owned 
by tho poorer classes are of mud with thatched roofs. In the 
tol\ns tho people are generally prosperous. Throughout Mallani," 
·with tho exception of the towns, beehive-shaped huts are mostly 
used, each_ family having a separate enclosure, which is fenced 
round by a strong hedge of thorns, those who can afford it 
having a con1pomHl-wall of mud as well. The people store their 
corn in mud-constructed granaries, which are found in all these···· 
c~closurcs, and bear somewhat the appearance of Egyptian urns .. 
Owing to the enormous area of land belonging to one village, vary
in~ frmn threo to six kosin circun1ference, _the people form out .. 
lying scttlcn1ents; locally known as dhanis, round which they cul
ti \ate. In some of the larger villages these dh:inis number from 
40 to SO. Scarcity of water does not allow of much bathing, and 

Kl '· 



-_the village ·people nrc 'filthy both in their persons nnd dress. 
Although they cannot bc.said to be flourishing, there is little or 
no actual poverty ... 

"POPULATION. 

Populalion.-No census of ]Ialbrii hns eYer been tal:c-n; 
_therefore, as -regards the ilivision into llindus, )fuhammadans, 
and Jains, only an approximate idea <mn be formed. From local 
enquiry it would appear that the llinuu class is by far the most 
numerous, forming a third of the whole population. Next to the 
Hindus in number come the l\Iuhammada.ns, who inhabit about 
120 villages of ·ihe district. The J nins are represented by Oswah 
and Jatis, whose numbers nre not ·considernble. ·· 

Castes, Sects, and Baces.-The Raj puts of :l\Iallani are dinded 
into fifty-two gots, ns follows :-:peora, Sesodi:1, Bhatti, Sodha., 
.Solankhi~ ·Chohan, Pal'ia, Pari£\ria,' Dhandu, Dhandal, Eora, 
Bagehi, Dida, Deta, .Singarp:H, Khipa, Jasolia, Phalsundh'i, 
Sinma.I, Gogade, Saudi, Inda, Jetang, Bandar, Kasumblia, Ghelot, 
.-Karmot, Kelan, Gogli, Sugar, Shekawat:J Mangalia, Dhawecha, 
Pariar, ·Kalaea, Kalawat, U g:1, Sor, J asor~ Selot, Kala, Bharakmal, 
1\fakwana, Jhareeha, Barecha, Kotecha, Karwa, Birawa, J ai
chand, Kh§:waria, Karnot, Mahecha. Locally, they and their 

. xelatives take precedence, and- after them the castes detailed 
below:- . '· 

These men do not cultivate, but trade on a small scale ; 
. Srimali Brahmans. they go from house to house begging for 

grain, and will not cat cooked :me~t, or 
drink water, brought by any other than their own caste. 

There are large numbers of J oshis (astrologer class) in the 
J, his. district of l\Iallani; their chief . occupa .. 

os tion is trade, they take ghee and guncl 
(gum), the latter obtained in large quantities from the kumat 
and banuli hees-thc first to Gujarat, Jodhpur, and N ayanagar ; 
the second to Bhiwani. _ In return, they bring back goor (raw 
·t;ugar), khaur (coarse sugar), cocoanuts, dates, betel-nuts, and 
-occasionally rice. Those J 6shis who are cultivators are dealt 
mth on moro favorable terms than other labouring classes; a 
fourth share only of the produce is taken from them, and they 
pay no import or export dues. 

Pili .
1 
n :lli, · This class came to the bnd of Khcr 

wa r· ma.ns. mth the original Rahtor founders of 
Mallani, and cultivate. 

These men have latch .. come from the Bikanir State to )Ialbni. 
They are the. Purohits of the J ats ,· they 

Sa.rsat Brahm.a.ns. 
cultivate, and also live on charity. 
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These men are the Purohits of' the thakltrs of llallanr; their~ 
duty is to escort the ashes of .. their 
deceased mast~rs to the Ganges. · At 

weddinE;"s they rccci ve from all classes of Hindus what is locally· 
knovt"n as lik, i.e., presents in money; they. hold lands rent free~ 
:ron1 thakurs.. ' 

I!a j <fllr I:r:<Lroall3. 

Ccw:..I ~hhajans (Jainis) ... 

The Agarwalliaha.jans are worshippers; 
of Vishnu, and traders •. 

The :1\faheshwari Mahajans are also· 
worshippers of Vishnu.,. and traders; few. 
cultin1.te ... 

The majority arc cultivators; only· 
those who are very prosperous become
traders .. 

In :Thfurwnr and :Mallani there nro two· classes, of Charans ;. 

C'h:i ro.UB, 
one called Barath,': the other Garwi, 
Charans. Theformerclas,s were originally. 

Bh:.Htis; but in the time of either Shivaji or Mallinath, they were 
nan1etl n .. haths, and received the title of Charan.. The· village .of 
Dhurmari in the parganaof Nagaur-of J\Ialla.ni. belongs t()them 
in z2d{t.l; (rent-free tenure, or,. literally,. in charity).. The-supposed 
orig-in of the TI:iraths is, that a Bhatti of· good family had 
an intrigue with a woman, also of good family but of another 
c::~stc; and they came together and. took up their abode.on the 
left bank of. the Luni, near Durmara.- The water on this 
bank of the Luni is brackish and undrinkable, whilst that on 
the right is sweet and good. When the river wa~ in flood· (so 
1·uns the story) this couple, either singly or together, were able, 
unuc1· the auspices of a goddess (name unknown),. tO- cross 
t~ the right bank without even getting their clothes wet, 
and thence bring sweet water.. On this they .were looked upon 
ns holy people,· and the village of Durmara wa~ given to them;; 
~el1cy have now spread over other parts of India. The Barath 
Charans worship :l\Iathwiji chiefly.. The Garwi Charans ori
ginally, from some quarrel with their then ruler, came from 
K.achh, with their families, flocks, and herds.. At the time they 
immigrated, Jalor of l\Iarwar was held by an ancestor of the 
rrc::ent ruler of Palanpur (l\Iuhammadan), and wa~ his capital. 
lie located these Garwi Charans on the banks of the LUn.i; their · 
headman was called Shin:i, and the present village is called, after 
him, Shinad:iri. Dari means accepting (daran); Shinadari there;. 
fore meant that Shinn. consented to live there. The name is 
now conupted into Sindari.. Their descendants still live in this _ 
-village, ·which in former times was eonsidered "surna," or a place 
of refuge, fxom which no crimina,l or others seeking an asylum 
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·could be gi-rcn up; .. Both these classes of Charans comddcr'tltem· 
selves as above the law, and resent any interference by committing 
chandi, that is, self-immolation, and cutting and wounding them
selves with knives, swords, and daggers. The Garwi Charans arc 
great traders, and never accept charity,as Barath Charans do. They 
pay no dues, and in troublous times, when plunder was rife in the 
land, these men, although trading with thousands of rupees' worth 
of property, were never molested; this was mainly owing to the 
dreau of their· self-immolation, the onus of blood in such a ease 
·falling upon the authors of tho crime which leu to it. Tho 
Gatwi Charans are now divided into clans, or khamps, and inter
marry, but not with the Barath Charans, with whom they will 
neither eat nor smoke. ~Iost of them worship the goddess Nag Bro. · . 

These men are held in great awe, in the same way as Charans, 
by all Hindus ; they hold lands, and some-

. .. · . · Bhats. times villages, rent free ; they receive great 
largess at weddings, and, if refused, abuse the non-givers in song. 
. . These are a caste of Brahmans, but eat meat and drink liquor . 

. Lohanas. T'uey · trade in the same manner as the 
~ J 6shis ; they pay less duty on goods than 

others, but are not so leniently treated as J 6shis. 
A low caste of Brahmans ; they live chiefly on charity, and aro 

· the Purohits of Oswal mahajans ; they cook 
Bhojaks. for the Osw:Us and read kabits. Although 

themselves Shivites, they worship at the Jain temples. 
There are two classes of these men-one locally known, as 

· Sunars-and are worshippers of Vishnu. 
Sunars. In 1\Iallani they cultivate, but their trade 

is that of workers in gold, silver, brass, &c. The other class is the 
l.Ier Sunar; they also worship Vishnu, and their trade is the same 

, as that of the Brahmania Sunars ; but they do not intermarry, 
drink, or eat with them. 

This tribe formerly resided in all the villages of J asol, in two 
J' of Sindari, and in one of Barmer ; now 

u.ts. . they have spread over the entire district 
of liallani. They are capital farmers. · 
. These men are cultivators, but are only found in estates bor-

Kulbis. dering on the Luni, where both spring and 
autumn crops are gro-..,"'D.. They, as well as 

J ats, Rebaris, and Paliwals, arc worshippers of Vishnu. . 
The Bishnawis (followers of Jamba) cultivate in the district 

Bishnawi..i. of Chahotan .. 
The Rebaris keep large herds of sheep and goats, and the 

ReMris. more wealthy :possess cattle and camels. 
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The off::: r)ring of a man and ·woman of different castes ·are so 
~ .. _. s1 • called. They intermarry with each other, 
• •DJ'-:;

1 
· .• ~.anu. but this c1'lss is considered the offspring of 

f:i n, and is coldly regarded. They cultivate, but many of them 
arc frequently hcg~·an;. 

Thc::.;e men cat flesh and drink spirits. Their bodies are buried, 
Gosains. not burnt, after death. They' are worship-

pm·s of :i\Iahadeo. There are different classes 
(1 r GosJ.ins ; Eome are buried in a sitting position, and some at 
full length. Their remains are interred in the place where they 
lived; a platfor1n of mud or stone, according to the status of the 
dccc[tscd, is placC'd over the remains, and a figure of l\Iahadeo. 
In r}arfs of ::\I::trYrar this class owns -villages, an(l are. well off. 
Sume of them (those who maiTy) cultivate, but the greater num
Lcr arc beggars, that is, they live on charity. There are twelve 
ditl'crl'nt classes of Gosains, of whom ten are in l\Iallani, 
?.J:.-Uiri, !>uri, Eharti, Ban, Sarswati, Sagar, Parit, Parghat, · 
Arun, and Itunkhar. 

The N aths aro known by wearing a stone ornament passed 
through the lobe of the ear. .Many of 
this cl_ass, especially those who are well 

off, do not marry at all, ancl arc called Nihang (the Nagas of 
~Taipur); those who marry are termed Girhast. The. guru, or 
priest of the famous ~Iallinath from whom 1\Iallani is named, was 
a Gosain called Garibmith; ·none of his (the priest's) disciples 
arc allowed to marry, and if any of them is caught intriguing 
\rith a woman, he .is turned out· of the temple and not allowed 
to re-enter it. He then may marry if he likes, or take a woman 
into his bouse as a concubine. ·If a Gosain· or any religious 
nt:ln, that is, a man who is a priest of 1\Iahadeo or of. a temJ>le, 
hn~ an intrigue with a woman, he and she escape punish:
racnt lJy going to a temple and putting on fakir's costum~dust~ 
colorccfclothes. Mter remaining a day or two in the temple, 
they take up their abode in the village as man and wife, and no 
ill is thought of them ; but the man cannot be a priest' in· tho 
tem]!lc, and he is no longer considered a·chela, or disciple. 

JiU3 (Jains). 
They are worshippers in the Jain tern:. 

pies, and are by profession school-masters. 
Their trade is to stamp dyed stuffs; some few also cultivate; 

KL t . those 1vho work at this trade for thakurs 
n, ns. are exen1pt from taxes, and perform his 

v.-ork for less payment than they receive from others. 

. 1Ialie. 
This c1'1ss is a very industrious one ; 

they are the market-gardeners of India.-
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·The Sungi.~ call themselves mahajans ; they are the Kalals of 
. the North."\\~ estern Provinces; their trade 

Sungas. is that of distillers of liquor. . 

Darzi! (tailors). 
The same remarks as regards ~Iochis 

(see next page) apply io them. 
The Khatis are also servants of the village; they have to per

form ·an carpentry-work of the village
repairs as well as making of carts, I)loughs, 

&o. They are not so well remuncr.Ltcd as kllmhars .. mochis,. 
tailors, and others.. . 

Kh.J.tis (carpenters). 

· These men cultivate; pny land, but no other, taxes. They nro 
. , , Sil~wats. ·really s~one-masons by. profession; and in 

· · · Mallant they do all kinds of stone-work,. 
.'and arc house-builders, as well as. constructors of the ordinary 
. stone flour-mills of the village : these chakis, or flour-mills, cost 
· from one to two-and-a-half rupees each; there is a great trade in 
· them· at 13armer; whence they are conveyed to Sind and other 
places ... "Sila.wats" are of the same caste as KM.tis (carpenters)~ 
with who~ they intermarry. · 

. Gbanchis. 
These men are by trade oilmen; they 

·also /cultivate. . 
There are three classes of KU.mhars : the first are called 

karsas, and are cultivators of the soil ; the 
second, who . have no special appellation, 

but are known· as KUmhars, make earthen pots, cultivate, nncl 
keep asses with which they plough. Earthen pots are suppliecl 

· by these men to the villagers; from those with whom an arrange
ment is made, they receive annual compensation in the way 
of grain, and, on occasions of marriages and deaths,: cast-off 
clothes; and from others payment, in either money or grain, at 
the time of purchase. The thakurs of Jiallani absolve this caste 
also from the payment of dand, an annual tax of three rupees 
levied on all other· cultiva~o~; as also from jh6pri, or house,. 
tax, which others have to pay at the rate of one rupee per 
annum; they are also excused by the thakurs the payment of a 
tax varying from two to six rupees, which is levied on all other 
culth·ators on the occasion of the marriage of their (the cultiva
tors') daughters. F.or these remissions they have to give earthen 
vessels without payment to, and fetch water for, the thikur, 
whenever he visits the village. The third are called, like the 
M:egwals, J atia Kumhars; these do not intermarry with the other 
two classes of Kumhars ; they are workers in wool (locally called 
jat), he11:ce the term Jatia, and thread and rope makers; they, 
too, cultivate. 

· X:Wnlulrs. 
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'!1J.csc men are treated in the same way by the thakurs as 
,. shoe-makers and tailors. By such as 

N<us (lm·hers). have a large family to wait upon, the 
lx-tr1Jcr is rmicl yearly in kind, ap.d by others as their means admit~ 
The '\omcu of this class attend other women in child-birth, act 
:1lso as wet-nurses, and perform other menial duties f~r the ladies 
v[ a household. 

These men work in gum-lac. Dangles of lac sell froni six to 
. twelve annas a pair; the ivory ones cost 

Lalh~Crls (Langlc-m:,Icers). f t : • ht " rom one o one rupee e1g annas a 
Il::tir. The women of the country often have their arms covered 
with these iYory l>angles,· the whole cost of which is from about 
twcln.~ to fourteen rurlees. Lakheras pay no taxes to theth:ikurs, 
r.nd for this indulgence they have. to repair the bangles of the 
th:ikur's family when broken. · . 

'fhcsc form a low class of Drahmans ; a few cultivate ; they 

Kartakhs. 
get the clothes thrown over dead bodies 
when taken to be burned, and eat the 

foo<l given in charity l>y people for twelve days after the death of 
~my one in a family. · . · . 

'l'llis is an inferior class, who more_ often beg than work. 

Dc;;antari. 
1Vhatever charity is given on a Saturday 
is. given to these men. If a: Hindu 

fl~st iYul falls on an unlucky Saturday, the Desantaris are pre
sented with a lJbck lm.ffalo, cow, goat, or even a black blanket, 
and in return they worship the god (Saturn) in order to drive· off 
the evil omen. 

2\Iochis, besides shoe .. making, also do other kinds of leather .. 
work. The price of ordinary. leather 
shoes in a village varies from twelve 

annas to a rupee and a half. Cultivators of the soil pay for their 
shoos in grain, others pay cash. The thakurs only pay half price
for their shoes, smne nothing at _all ; and the mochis are allowed 
to cultivate as much land as the ycan.by their own household, 
rent free. If a th:ikur gives excessive work to the mochi, he will, 
in exchange, lend him bullocks to 11lough with, or obtain them 
for hi1n from others; and supply seed for sowing. If a mochi has 
no time to cnHivate, the thakur assists him in other ways by 
r ecsents of n1oney and clothes on occasions of marriages or deaths. · 
I:'or this, the moe hi has not only to supply shoes to the thakur's · 
family, but perform all other duties pertaining to his trade. 

· They receive clothes and food in charity 

Moe his. 

Dholis (Jrnm-hc::Lters). from the village, and largess at weddings. 
The same remarks apply to t.his.class as 

to shoe-makers, tailors~ and others of the Dhohis (washcrmcn). 

serving ch:..ss. 
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There nrc three classe~ of 1\Iegwa.J.s; they cat together, but do 
M ai · n:>t intermarry: the first arc locally known 

egw s. as Bambis, the same caste as Charoiirs in 
the North-"\Vestern. Prcvinces ; t~cy perform the general work 
of the village, loo1: aft,!r travellers, &c., and get, in return, the 
skins of all unclaimed c·~ead animals; on occasions of marriages, 
food; and from the heads of villages, a certain quantity of grain 
at 'hnrvest-tirrJe; they are also workers in leather, an<l wP-avers. 
The bodies of those who are followers of R:imdeo (a holy man 
:whose shrine is now .worshipped at· R:lmdeora ncar Pokar::m), 
and Pabu, another holy man who formerly lived in the neighbour
hood, are .buried; an.d the bodies of worshippers of Vishnu aro 
burned. /The second arc Jatiiis, the· Rcgars of the North-"\Vcsteru·
·Provinccs: these men cultivate, but their special occupation is 
dyeing i.Lnd working in untan:c1.ed l_eather; they eat the flesh· of 
dead animals.. The third are called Bangaras; they make cloth 
from ~hr.bad, and also culth-ate. 'l"'he same remarks as to burning 
and hilr,Y.ing after death apply to the Jatias and Bangaras. 
· . They act as veterinarians. .A. few: of them also operate on the 

· · · human' body in cases of stone disease. 
,B:igris. 1\.fa.ny are cultivators and traclers, and nrc 

~tretbted with a certain der~ree of leniency by the thakurs. .. 
· ,This class form the gurus, or spiritual guides, of the 1\Icgw:i.ls ; 

they labor in the fields,· and are wcavc1·s 
GW.{u-as. · too by trade . 

... <\.kind of. Chamar; they are also drum-beaters; they ·work in 
s the fields, and get pay by the village for 

argaras. their duties as drum-beaters. 
These men are good cultivators; they act also as shikaris, 

messengers, and general servants to the 
Bhils (aboriginals). .o~ d ~ . th,tb..Urs, and are pai accordingly. This 

class were inveterate thieves, but (in 1tiallani at least) are now 
losing that character. On occasions of marriages, a sn1all band 
of these men, armed, are collected to form a body-guard, and 
they are generally to the front whenever disputes occur between 
one village and another. · ·· 

, These men are paid by the thakur and 
Bhangis. others according to their means. 

'l"'b.e 1\Iuham.madans in ~Iallani are divided into forty-one 
chsses,.as follows :-Sayyid, Daras, Sa,meja, Sarmi, R:iham{t, N uhri, 
Arisar, 1\Ianglia, 1\Ialaya, :Bakh1, J onija, IIalipotr:i, A bra, 
Bhamsara, 1\Ihcr, Chama, Janj, :Bhya, Sand, Sangriisi, KaUtr, 
Chichar, Sahta, Dal, Rajar, Gaju, Jhakra, Thuba, Ramdawa, 
Bhati, Kati, Talozi, Dewat, llingora, Sarai, Dhundal, Chopan, 
Sumra, Panu, Rind, and Jesar. 
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lleligion.-Thc majority of the Hindu!: of ~liall:tni ~re woi'• 
sl1ippcrs of. S~ha. · 'lll.e principal th~kurs of Mall~}: desceri.dt 
ants of lialhnath, worshl}J at t.he temple of Rugmith ~and the d~s~.: 
eendants of J aitm:il, a brother of :1\fullinath, of whom:~ are/ th~/ 
th:ikurs of Nagar and Gura, at tha.t of a god named AlamJI. ~The¢:q~ 
is a very ancient temple (built seven hundred years ago) at Kherl\ 
the village so called near the LUn.!, to RugnathJi, who. js,l, 
worshipped by many of the Raj puts of the districts. Jain teJ#:-.Ii; 
pies are found all over 1\Iallani; three at Nagar are very old, hlty;.J 
ing hccn built prior to· the occupation o£ Mallani by the Rahtors. 
'femples to liahadeo are also common. The founder of the district; 
Malliml.th, is generally '"worshipped, there being shrines to him in 
almost every village. A great annual fair is held itt his honor at. 
'l'ihnira on the banks of the Luni near to his shrine. On tho 
opposite side of the river is a temple erected to his wife, Rttpa 
De vi. The legend about lfallinath and his wife Rupa is, that the 
former did not die, but was translated to the skies on horseback 
from a hill near the village -of Dudiali of Marwar; and when hi$
wifc Itupa heard of his disappearance, she started off in a ·rath for 
the spot in order to become sati, b"ut on the road she vanished fro~ 
the rath, and was never seen again; so t,hey are now worshipped as. 
god and goddess. There is a. goddess l~ally known as Bankalmata, 
held in great veneration by all in liallani. In boundary and other
disputes the. oath of Bankalm~ta is always taken, and is ·considered . 
a 1nost binding one. At Banner there is an old temple erected. 
to ll:Uarikh (another nmne for t1le -sun) ; "'the idol is of wood.. All 
the J 6~hi (astrologer)' tribe are said to be worshippers of .Baiarikh,. 
and the temple at Barmer to be the .only one to this god. ·At two. 
ruined towns or cities of Barmer-Kheraru, and Jlina, sometimes 
called Patrasar, said to have been strongholds of the Goh~J.s---.ar~ 
still to be seen remains of Jain temples, as well as tho~e of 
1\iahadeo and Rugnathji. In every village of Mallani, . gene;.,,· 
rally under a khejra tree, will be found a stone slab with the 
figure of a snake carved on it; and the victim of a snake-bite~ 
always taken to this shrine, and Goga interceded with for recovery~ 
The local legend about Goga is as follows :-There was once a Rana, 
rmn1cd J cwar, a descendant of Chohan l:'irlhviraj; he had a· 
wife, named V achal, who had no offspring, and. they lived at a 
village called Dadrawa.* It so happened that Gorakp Nath, a 
Sidh, or holy 1nan, very famous in the religious history of Hindft
stan, and the founder of an independent sect, came to their village, 
and went I'ound, as was his custom, begging. J ewar's wife 
(lid not see hiln at the time, being engaged; but, hearing 

• Situated in the distlict of Hansi. 
Ll 



( 283 l 
aftbrwards ··_that: a- ,holy man hacl been to beg, she sent her 
m:iid to search for him. The Sidh had located himself outside 
ofi · the village, whither J ewar's . wife herself took food to 
hun, and/'~ld him' of her having no offspring, and of her great 
c .. e:rlre !or a son. The J ogi was so pleased at such a lady of rank 

~ bxingfug him food that he told her her wish should be gratified 
and she should have a son. UrJon this she returned to her house, 

.·and, in accordance with the Jogi's promise, a son was born, to 
j -whom the name of Goga was given. One day, when the child was 
lying in its cradle, a snake appeared, which the child graspc~l by the 

' neck, and, as is the wont of children when they get hold of any
thing new, put it to his mouth; when p~oplc came up and saw 
this, they dragged away the snake, and expeckd to see the chilcl die, 
as it was a~tually sucking the snake's head. 1Vhen nothing result
ed 'to the child, and they remembered the storJ .. of his birth, they 
assumed that Goga was endowed with miraculous J>owers, and he 

:has ever since been worshipped, but particularly as a IJrotector 
·from snake-bites. · 

A. local hero named Pabu is also much venerated in l\Iallani; 
the legend about him is as follows :-.A.sthan, the founder of the 
Rahtor dynasty in ]farwar, had a son named Dhand.al, whose 
descendants are to this day known as Dhandal Rahtors. He had 
two sons-the eldest Bhura, the second Pc.l.bu. Dhandal had a 
blood-feud with the Khfchi ltajputs, the chief of whom was nan1ed. 
Jhind Rao, whose head-q.uarters were at a place called Jael in the 
pargana of Nagor. · Pabu on one occasion went to the village of 
Kolu in the Sheo pargana of )farwar to marry a daughter of a 
Sankla · Raj put, his brother Bhura accompanying him. 1Yhilst 
there, Jhind !tao niade an ·open attack upon a Charan woman 
named Dowal, a resident of · Pabu's vil1<tge, and carried off all her 
cattle .• · The Charan women went at once to complain to Pabu, 
and arrived at the exact m.oment whe:r;t the marriage ceremony, or 
phera, was being performed. On hearing what had occurred, 
Pabu left his bride, mounted, and, with his brother and followers, 
went in pursuit"of Jhind Rao, whom he overtook. :A. severe battle 
was fought, and Pabu was killed after perf9rming prodigies of 
valour. He has ever since been worshipped as a deity, owing to 
his death whilst fighting so gallantly. There are temples in many 
parts ·of ].Iarwar to Pabu, who is represented as on horseback 
with a spear in his hand. His horse was called "Black Cresar," 
and there is an effigy at ~Iandor of Pabu mounted on this, his 
favorite warhorse. · 

Socictl Oustonzs and Usaues.-)Iarriage ceremonies in )Iallani 
differ little from those in other parts of India, lJut the exr)enscs are 
much less. Widow-marriage is not allowed amongst the thaktus 
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and other superior classes; but amongst Jats, "'R9b.ar~, Su-g.ars, 
Chanuirs, and ot.hers of the inferior~classeSj a widow can'·:take a 
second husband. There is n9··regtilar marr~g~ cerembriy,: th~, 
intended husband comes to tlie w~dow's pouse, where ~~i~ fe<l,; 
he gives the woman clothes and 'jewels, and takes her away, but 
nev~r lJy the front door of the house. If she has any ~hi)dren 
by her former husb3:nd, theyremain with his family; th~o_ffsp\1-ng 
Ly such a second n1arriage are considered as legitimate. '. 

"\Vhenever a marriage or death takes place in a tluikur's~ 
family, a foo called dapa is levied from ait classes {cultivators 
included), except Brahmans and Shamis; this fee varies'· from 
one to eighteen rupees, but the lowest sum is that genenl?lly 
taken, especially from the cultivators. As regards inheritance in 
the pargana of llarmer,.the estates. are equallydivid~ amongst the 
sons of a thakur ... ~In Jasol, Sindari, Nagar, and'Gll.ra, the eldest 
son succeeds to Ule estate, and other broth~rs have portion$ 
(in land) given to them for their livelihood. , The 'property. ()f 
all other Hindu castes in Mallani is equally divided amongst: 
all the SO.P,S. . .. 

.. 
·'j 

. THE LAND. 
. ' 

Principal Orops.-The various kirlds of crops grown in Mal ... 
lani are bajra, nu1ng, mot, jowar, til, and cotton: these are 

·sown as soon as the monsoon sets _in, and are reaped, bajri 70 
days, cotton 90, and the ·rest 60 to 65 . days, after sowing. 
Water-melons, locally known as ma'tira, ~ grow in .wild _, prQ~ 
fusion in the rainy season ; the villagers eat large qu,a.n'ti'ties ~; ; 
each melon contains on an average about three ~eers .<:lf juice,. 
which is cool and pleasant to the taste. The seeds are eaten by: the · 
cattle, and, in time of dearth, ground into flour and used as foocf by . 
the people. Tumba is a gourd indigenous all over Mallani, .but more 
particularly in the thull or sandy portions ... Bullocks, camels,' and 
horses eat the gourd; a.p.d men for the4" own use cut it in·I~ieces 
and bury it in t.he sand, where it is kept until only t~e seeds 
ren1ain ; these arc then washed, brayed in a mortar, the outer hu.Sk 
thrown away, ana the remaining 110rtion of the seed mixed with"' 
lJajri and ground into flour. Wheat-cro:as are grown on·the ba~ 
of the Luni, bufartrvery rare in other }?arts of Mallani. 'Vhen 
the rainfall is favoralJle, however, this cereal is cultivated in 
marshy lands in the Setrao and Cha;hotan districts. parley and 
scsamam are rarely seen, and gram never. _. . . . 

Agricztlture.-The plough of the country is the same as that 
used in other parts of India.. Bullocks, buffaloes) camels, and 
asses are employed for. draught; and occasionally~ when~-~_ -~ul-- -~ 
tivator cannot afford an1m.al htbour, the plough is worked oy men. 
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, The soil of l\£allani mav be classed t{nclcr tnrec l1eads: snncl 
known a~ th ull ; h~n·d or stiff- sandy clay called n:l var; and de
posits of soil in the hills of limestone called p:tr. ~ 'nu·cc parts 
of 1\lallani may be r~Rtghly estimated to consist of sand. Of 
the remain~ng' ·quarter, two-thirds n1ay be classed as hard sandy 
·c~r, generally so salt and sterile in its nature as to nurture 
only grass which springs up with. the rain and withers a'Yay · 

·immediately. ,In such ground, sweet-water is not to ue founu. 
The remaining portion ia known as par~ a soil peculiar to the 
narmer district and the north-western part of the proyince. 
It is formed of patches of deposited soil lying in the interstices 
nt the foot of limestone ranges, and is in request for culture, as2 . 

at little expense, crops can twice a year be grown on it, wnter for 
·· its irrigation being obtained a:t little co<st by digging shallow 
~trenches or reservoirs in the surrounding limestone bed, which 
catch the upper drainage of rain-water from ~he surrounding 

. slopes. . · 
, Agricultural Tenures.-There are no zrunindars (or such cbsses 

·as are known by that name in theN orth-'\'\"'estern Provinces) in )lal
lani: ' The Paliwal Brahmans more than any other class resemble 
~zamindars, and they are only found on the banks of the Luni. 
'The'probable cause of their position is to be traced in tho l~story 
of the :first: arrival of the Rahtorsin Marusthali or l\Iarwar, when 
.the 'Paliwals accompanied .them to the land of Khcr, now known 
as liallani. The cultivators pay basil (revenue) in kind to the 
jagiTdars, who are the real owners of the soil ; and the P:lliwftls 
receive a zamindari haq, locally known as ghugri, from the culti
vators (except of their own caste). This haq, or share, is paid in 
kind, and depends on the season. In good seasons he gets for every 
kalsi (a local mea.sure containing about twelve maunds) 13 or 
13i pailis (another local measure of about 1! seers), or, in other 
words,, about a sixth share of the, produce. If the Pt1liwal 
neither cultivates himself nor can find husbandmen, he has to pay 
rent in cash to the jagirdar for such land as is left uncultivated. 

The1~e is no land measurement in l\Iallani: a field, or khet, 
in the ner, or land ncar the LU:ni, may be from 8 to 25 big has, and 
for these fields the Pruiwals pay from two . to five rupees a_s 
rent. ' . · , ' 

Rent-Jlates.-All J at, Rebari, Bishnawi, and Kalabi hus
band~~n pay three rupees per chula (i.e., per family) in cash 
yearly to the jagirdar. For this they may employ as. many 
ploughs as they can, and the produce is then shared Ly customary 
proportions according to tho crop. }1or bajri ancl cotton crops 

.. ~h~y pay as revenue to the jagirclar from an eighth to an 
eleventh share of the produce, besides supplying for his horses 
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a camel-load of bajr1 heads (or as much· as .cait: lie' papl:ed in 
n bora, or bag), ~nd fron1 mung_, ~ot, jo.war,-: a~d ,tp.. al. very 
·slllil.ll share Tarymg front· one to two camel-loads~· ·Of· the 
spring-crops, fm: w~ll-land. a fourth; i.t:ttd for'baranj.;~Qr ~Ian~ 
irrjgnted or saturated from bunds, a fourth or fifth. sharet~-belQllgs 
to the j(tgfrdar; who also takes for his horses o~e'''or · tw~ 'Strips_· 
<>r beds of ·wheat locally known as khoda. til· ad~tion,""the. 
cultivator has t<l. pay a small share of the produce,of both autum.ri: 
and spring crops to the pardhan, or headman of the jagfrdar, and 
likewise"' to the Tillage temple. From oth~ cultivating classes, 
such as those who do serVice, the jagirdar . takes from ~ne 
to live n1pccs per ttn;num per.family, but no share of the p~odnce. 
In the Takhtabad diStrict of Malllini-the _propriet<u's .9f the land 
arc the th~iku.rs of Setrao, Chahotan,. and, G~ng~a. of Sachor 
of Marwar. There are in this district a class of"ltubam.ttJ..adan ~ 
settlers •called Samejas, and to them the lands haie heen• leased 
for a period of thirty-fi.Te years, twenty of which ~te expired .. 
They pay two rupees per plough to the landholder, but' are exempt 
from all._other taxes. They are held ·responsible for the ~e of 
t.hc countrv. ..· . , -~ .. \ · · · .. · , 

:liode (if collecting 'revenue nnd (Jgricultural Bta'tutfca.-Tho 
mode of collecting the revenue by· the jagirdar. is. as :follows:-
1\1len the grain is threshed out and stored in' OnB SllOt, hls 
1nen proceed to the place, the grain is measured in earthan vessels 
(gh.aras), and the jaglrdar's share put aside.·. Implicit trUst seems 
to be Jllaccd in his tenant by the landlord : tl:Mre,·are no·· kaq;)Vari;;l.s~ 
or watchers of the crops, as on the khalsa lands.belong~g•fu tb.e 
Dar bar. Until the grain is collected in heaps., a te~t may con
sun1e as much ~ he requires for \he daily sustenan.Ce of. himself 
a.nd family; but if he makes away with, 0]4 oonce:J,Is,; n.ny, th.e 
jag1rdar, on disco.vering this, tales a twofold, and sometimes. a 
fourfold, shv.re, and in f~ture the delinquent has to give s~urity 
against repetition of t4e offence. · · · ·· · · · 

FAMINE. 

In 1868 the south-western moDSQOn had failed entirely through.. . 
out ~Iarwar, an(}. there was, consequett..tly, no grass crop. The"·: 
cmmtry withlii." tlie branches of thi LUni h::ul been visited by . · 
heavy storms of 1-ain on the 1st and 2nd September, 'which sav~ . 
the stunted grass, which was too sparse to cut and too short for 
horned c.attle to graze upon. A little rain fell in the south-w~tern 
corner of M.arwar and. at;Gura in liallani, but the herds leaving 
the country on their way to Gujacl.t soon trampled it down. A very 
short crop of grain, about one-fifth of the usual quantity, 4ad been 
originally sown, and of this little. ripened. . It was hoped, if there 
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were another fall of rain, that a considerable quantity would 1Je 
saved; but no fan·occuri'ed. 

A report was received on the 23th September ·· fr01u ~Ial11ni 
t h..'lt not even in the villages where rain had fallen on the 1st and 

. 2nd SeptemlJer woulu the cattle be saved, as there had been no 
subsequent falls. .The Jodhpur cavalry detachment at l\Iallani 
was disorganized, and the horses had been let loose from their 
"pickets to take their chance of life by fcccling.on the grass-roots 
beneath the sand. Even the deputy in charge of the district was 
unable to procure gras~ for his sole horse, which he hacl offered for 
sale at one-eighth its value without being able to find a purchaser. 

_ Nothing could show the great distress from. tne want of grass 
more than the latter fact. ~ "' 

~Iallani suffered equally with the rest of :aiarwar. With the 
exception of about half-a-dozen h:;tmlets, the whole tract belongs 
to thakurs, offshoots of the, family of the Jodhpur .Maharaja. 
They not only own a great number o£ cattle, but breed one of the · 
finest and most enduring races of horses 'in India, which are at the 
same time both high-spirited and tractable. The produce they sell 
yearly at the great fair of Tilwara near Balotra, and this forms a 
principal source of their revenues. On the approach of the famine 
the thakurs sent their horses to their connections in Gujar:it and 
J esalmer. . The change of forage seemc~ to agree with the 

. horses as little as with the cattle, and about three-quarters of the 
breeding stock died. It would be supposed that horses would 
not have been afflicted in the same way as cattle. They mny 
have required grain on. a change of pasture, but it is not im
probable that there was a murrain both amongst cattle and horses, 
aggravated, as in the human body, by insufficient food and bacl 
water, which caused so great a mortality. . 
. The long-looked-for rains set in at last in the middle of July, 

·and the people were enabled to plough their fields. They had lost 
their cattle and plough-bullocks; wherefore, making small ploughs 
expressly for the purpose, they yoked themselves in place of their 
oxen, and women dropped in the grain as the men laboriously 
turned the furrow. Only one ploughing was given, and a few 
thorns in place of harrows ·were dragged over the furrows to 
scratch the earth .. over the grain. So precious were camels and 
bullocks at this time for ngricultural operations that three rupees 
a day represent eel the rate of hire for a camel ploughing, and four 
rupees a day for a pair of bullocks. · " · . 

A breadth of land equal to half the usual quantity was sown. 
The grain everywhere sprouted splendidly, and all rcckoneJ that 

. the famine had passed, when another scourge 1isited the country 
· in th~ shape of locusts. They entered ~Iar,Yar from J esalmer 
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at the end of ~Iay, and laid their eggs in evel"I .. afrection~); Thes~-· 
hatched as tl~e rains set in, ·and by·th~ en~f~u~t'';tJie yo~g' ~ 
locusts hrul spread over the whole famme tract, la~g"'fresh eggs 'g 
wherevCl' there was sand. The-broods fr~m. these ~g~·appear,.,ed) 
early i.riS~ptember, npd, moving in dense masses bacli\vards_and~ 
forwatd8~'destroyed every living thing in their way.· Orol\8 {Were.' 
eaten down so that tl;tc ground had the appearance ·of neye_r ha:vingr;. 
been sown. By degrees the locusts got the4' wings and !J.~w hlth,e(. 
n.nd thither over the country, devouring the,ripening grai~ whlelf 
the ~·oillig broods''had spared. ' ~h swarm,_ of which ~h~~e must . 
have l)een hundreds in Rajput:in.a, s~ttled evecy night, covered 
every green plant oter a~ area of 12. or 15 s9,uare miles, ai).d left it 
hare as they flew away m the mormng. T~e loss j;9,th~ C\}Jllltry, 
by the l¢usts was about 75 per cent,. o~"t4i.er<>pt.wp,ic}~~riginally 
was onlya half crop. ·. "' , · .. r ·· . · · · . ;.:~~. ,· ~ 11 '"' ....,... .·• ;- • • 

lfallani, being a d~sert trae~, su~e;red less froPl. fever tlJ.aD: the 
re~t of Marwar. An "accura~~accoilll;t was ·.~ken ... 9f the· popu: 
la tion of 81 villages in Mallam, ~ll,(}. elfq uiries made fp~'the purpose 
of a census. The mortality in these villages will give som~ idea o{ 
the great loss· of population by the famine throughout Marwar. · .: 

. . . . i/. 7... {~. ~· ' ' . 
Loss of Populatioa ra.ued bglne Pamiu '" 81 tn.llag• it6 J(allaM. . • 
. . l > 

1 Bhmel' 
31 Vilhg~·:> of Banner 
11 Besala ~ 
1 Villages of Besala. , ... 
1 ~indari 

36 Y~ges of Sindari 

81 

. ;"h~ ~· > 

. 5,047 . 190 115 ; 111, "" 416 4,631.. 
. . . 13,623 1,514 243 481 2,235 • 11,498 

2;002 180 IJ,S ·. .29s.~ ·. ,:,.l$1£:_,, 
a,722 460 24 117 . '161·. ( a oot.·,_.; 
4,7ao 1,197 "" · lis 519 ' ·~·'·t,834 ;;.4.89l"i! 

13,883 . 3,048 ' 305 ' 910 .. · . 4,~3· 9,620 

Total ... 43,007. ·6,589 805 i 2,316 9,1307 33:42{)\ 
• . ~~""···' . . ",;;''/If'. 

.. The :los~ ~·· ,lialhni ;M co~eq~entl~ ~bo~~ ~~~[o~~- pf 
the popul~hon,. the nwnber. before the. famme ~vmg:~~ 43,007, 
and after It 33,420~.~ TJ}.e gifference between the loss of fever- in 
the interior desert!."vfi!ages of ·Dal'li}er. and;.-Besala;-arid ~:by ·the, 
same di_sease at Sin~~-o~_!,!te~~ o£ t~~L~ river, is veey,_ 
marked. In the foqner;.t]].e deaths J>y fe"t~r;were-:E,only ~·()Jle-for~''l 
ticth of the population; m· the Iatter;'bne-:sU:tfi~ The total loss 'by 

.- "• ~ . -. ·. ~ 



( 280 ) 

fever was much less in ~Iallani than in the richer districts or 
]furwar, where it was in many cases as high as one-third. 

The district of ],{allani, which is undel' the direct mnna~rn1ent 
of the Political Agent, was almost depoJntbtcd by crnigratiou. 
The native official in charge was called on for a list of sueh ·works 
as would give employment to the poor, and which m.ight be profit
ably commenc~d, and were situated in different parts of the country. 
The deepening of four tanks nlreadv in existence was taken in 
hand, as well as the construction of three new ones. An advance-

. of money was at once made for the works, ancl the jt1gird{u·s were
informed that half the cost of any work undertaken in their estates. . 

. would be paicl for by the Political Agent. 

TRADE. 

Oomn;erce ·and Manufacture.-. The chief manufa~turo in 
1\Iallani is from wool and country cotton carried on by tl~o Dan
gara :Megwal clas~. Cloth 'for wearing apparel composed of 
cotton and wool mixed, anclluis, or bh. ·_ 1\.ets of wool, alone arc
made. Small daris, for spreacl:illg on beds, of camel-hair, are als<> 
:woven by the J atia )IegwtUs. 

The ],focllis of B<i:r.~ner, make horse and camel gear of leather,. 
which finds a market in Umarkot as well'as in the district. 

Stone flour-mills are also constructed at Barmer and exportecl 
. in l;uge numbers. · · · · · 

The principal articles of commerce are ghce and gum: the for
mer is taken to Gujanl.t, Jodhpur,_ and the Ajmer town of N ayana.
gai; the latter to Bhiwani. The imports arc raw and coarse sugar,: · 
and rice, from Bhiwani. Urd (a kind of vetch) and tobacco· arc 
brought from .l\Ialwa by the banjaras who carry salt there from 
Pachbadra. 

Opium is brought from Kotah, Jhalrapa.t..<tn, and Pali. 
English cloth comes from Karachi and Bombay; from the 

former place vid Haidarabad and U markot, and from the latte1· 
via Pali, and sometimes by the direct route via AhmadaL<.1d, Disa, · 
and Glira of _l\Iallani. Ivory comes from ],land vi, generally by 
way of Gujarat and the Tharrad, and sometimes via Sind. . 

There is a very large export of lJtillocks from ~Iallani ; they 
are chiefly taken to the Til wara fair for sale, and those that do 
not find ~purchasers there, are taken by niuhammadan butchers 
to Gujarat. Butchers f1·om Ahmadab~id and Disa come to ~Ialbni 
and purchase large quantities of lambs at from eight to twelve 
annas a head. .After marking, they leave them in the district tp 
graze until they ol)tain a good size, when they take them off to 
the markets, paying to the grazier from one to two annas per head 
per ,annum for their trouble. rrhcy also purchase goats in the 
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same way; llut only male, l}Ot female, goats are sold.· There is 
nlso a sa'c of from 1,000 tp 1,~00 camels every year froiD, Mallarii ;: 
these are chiefly purchased at the Tilwara..fair; and, in.~the same 
wayl from 100 to 15~colts or ;fillies from the district flnd a mar~ 
l~ct. In good seasons tho crops_not only suffice forlocal wants, but 
grain is exported to Jesalmer, the north-western parts o~ Ma:rwar, 
and occasionally- to Kachh. · ' 

Fairs.-An annual fair is held at Tilwara of llallani in the 
month of lfat:ch, which lasts for fiiteen days. :tn 1875 the live
stock brought to this fa~ was as follows :- , · '" · 

Young bullocks 
Full-grown )J 

Camels · 
IIbrscs 

... 
... 
" ... : . . . 

. . "· ' " 

., .. : 15,6oo·.
• •• 15.,000.. 
.••• . . 5,000. 
·•1• •. 400 . · ... 

'" • , ·o ., • .r ', -~ . . . ' 

'llJdes/~anncd leather, brass a:Q.d tin utensils have ~-~large' ~le. 
The annual attendance of ~oR.le is poom 30,000 to~~,f35,000 from 
~~u IXtrts of the country, the·largmo number of cour~e-from liar
_·war ;· but other parts of Ra,jputana, Gujarat, Sind, an4 the Pan jab 
'arc well represented. The principal object of adoration is·.the 
shrine of 1Iallinnth ; all sellers of animals'"or goods make a s~all 

. offering of either pice or food at the temple, and the general cry 
of al! _the Hindus throughout the fair is " J ai l\Iallimith ! " >':-1 · 

• ,.. Tlte, .Darbdr."'"":"This subject has _beel). treated of ,1.mder liar-War.' 
A~istocrac!f~~The whole proyihce·. of Mallaniccn?.s~~.ts 'of jagir: 

estates, tho pr1nc1pal of them bemg held by the five chief houses,., 
· descendq.pts of 1\Iallinath, and of Jaitma1,. his brpther~--.. ·~ '' · ·. 

The first in rank is J asol, the Rawal thereof be~g the senior 
J 1 E'tat . branch. T4e estate of Jasol coinpr~s 72 

. aso t; e. . villages,~hich ate divided between two 
kotris, or families, half belonging .to Rawal Ohlman · Singli, the· 
representative of the Partab Singh f~mily,.and his relatives'; and 

-the other half to Thakur Pada~ >~~ngh ~s ~head of the Baghji 
f 'I d h' ki / , · · . , ann y, an lS r nsmen. / / ~- t " · * . . . ·... . ., 

The main portion of the B~rm,er estate consists of 60 ·villages,, 
· Banner Estate. whiq!J_-are held bY: five. diffe~ent ,Jamilies 

, known. as Raotani, the first m rank, the. 
Sahcbani, Kishmini, Popham,. ,and Khifnani. There . ar~ also six 

: yillagesfo;rming an intebJTal portion of this esta~e li~ld·:~& ·· c}J.arl-
table gral?-ts, udak, or :ent-free. ' . ·. ' ·' ... ~·.,.. 1 

_The Smdari·estate Is co~po~ed ~f, 62.villages, ~,fbere·;ar¢ ~:w:o 
families ;m S1ndan, one. !an>. wn as tl>e ·Ra+il_n_·~-

. Sindliri Est.ate. S. h '" .IJ" 'f"'., •. . . mg , ancl.the other asdhe Hathi. Singli~~~-
. The first is the owner of twelve, and the second of eight, villages. 
J)f th~ re~<tining 4~, 25 are shar~l by ·b9th f~DJ.ilies, 15 belong 

,,,.,... ( 1 Ml .... 
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to p~~y. Ra~pl.Lts~(Chhu~bhai~s), !t?~ '2 to Brabmn~ ... ·_ ..... l,tawal 
· :ManJI il t.h.e he:~ 'Of the S~dan familr. . . : ~ ~. -~ ~ . 

The 1i.a3at'¢St&te eo~ists of 29 very ~r~. vill~gcs, .ap.d, _.bemg 
N · f.~., '\ ··· situated ·on the ~. Is ll.Jghly c'Ulhvated 

., agarEs ~ ~- and rich. It.is dividedamongsttwo.fazni .. 
lies known ru' the Rawatji anti Akheraji. · The head of the !former 

.is Rawat Gmnan S.ingh, whO succeeded to this estate by adoption, 
and to whorn belong three-fifths of ,the villages; whilst Bawat-~ 

. Bhabut Sing1~, son of Goman Singh, remained us heir an.d pro.;. 
. prietor of thct Akheraji portion. ;rhe Nagar fa.mi!y are desoend·'· · 
~ ants of J aitmal, a brother of Mallinath. . 

Gum wais founded. as an off-shoot , from Nagar eleven gen~--
. 

0 
"' E ~t , ·, tions back. .. The Nagar Rajptits; being 
~ ... ~ -~ a. : much troubled by the incursiqmr o! tho · 

Chohans of ;8achor, planted an outpost at GU.ra, headech by Th! ... 
. kur Ratan Singh.. :By degrees it I?ecame a separate col~• ...and 
thus was ,~:rmed. ~he.~~ estate. consistiug ~~ ,103 Y!~ges. 
There are two·families mIt, known~§ the ~IaJ.deoJI and SuraJmul. 
In the forrtier, Rana Khem Singh holds four-fifths, and Thakur ·· 
Bakht S~gh one-fifth, of the villages. Of the latter, ltana Karu.n '". 
Singh is the sole proprietor. . · . · 

· Besides the five principal estates~ noted above. there ··-are. four 
Cha'hota.n. Setrac). Besa.Ia. and .. mino~ones-+Chahotan, Setrao, Besala, and 

S~aui Estates. , Siani. The two first sp:r.:ung some genera-
tions back from the Darmer family. Bes~ and Siani ·are 
later off-shoots of the same house. Ohnhotan comprises 40 small 
villages, Setraa_ 20, Besa:ta 12, and Siam 10. The holders of 

. these estates· are quite il).dependent, and pay separate .. faujbal, in 
the same_way as the owners of the five larger estates. .. . 
. !n the historical portion the.;nanne~ in which the' :rakhtaba~ 

" :rilltAbad.~Estate. estate came to be mcorporated·mth l\fallam 
;: · ' _..,_ ' has· been described. It consfsts of· 29 

v~lages; . When it w~s merged in ~allani, th~ right o~ Pl'_?prietor
shlp had to be dete-rpnned,. and this was dope by assigning one
third to the thakurot ~,setrao, one to the fhakur of Chahotan, 
and one to the thakur of G:y:tga~a of Manrar Proper. 

Tenure by which the ~tiglrddrs ?l:.._#_allani hold tlzeir...Estates.
The jagirdar~ ?f niall~ hold their t~tates by right of cpnquest. 
When the Bntish Government were co:ra.pelled to interfere, as has 
..been de&en"bed already the Maharaja of Jodhpur put forward a 
claim to , .. sovereignty over the district-·; and owing to the chiefs 

~~or Jodhpur havptg, for many years, exercised, or rather attempted 
rfu·exercise, a species of cont~ol over J\Iallani, an.d levied tributo
h.om its · chiefs ·at irregn~ar petiods, this claim was allowed by 
:Governlllent ;. ~ut, as }lallani has been since 1836 under British 
""inanagement,--theD~~~;PftS virtually had nothing to do with it. 

. . .,.. ,,, '·•· •«'/ • "·' 
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The jagil'dars pay faujbal, or army tribute, amounting to 
R:;. 8,932 yearly. This is levied by the Political Superi.llj;endent 
in the following proportions, and remitted to the Dar bar~-. ~··-

&. k 
Jasol 2,100 Chahotan ... 218 
Barmer 1,100 Sctrao ••• 182 
Sinuari H• 1,800 Besala 500 
Nagar • . . 802 Siani .... . 200 · 
Gura 2,580 l:legria ,.,_,.~·.• 50 

They also pay Rs. 1,531 for office expenses. ; ·.· ~, c • • • 

0 {ficial Classes or Civil Establishment of Miillani . ..;;,_The chief 
local authority in 11:allani is designated hakim, and' receives~· 
salary of Its. 150 per mensem. He acts under the. orders of the 
Superintendent, to whom he submits all criminal cases .. · Civil 
suits, and dispu~s about land, are settled as much as is possible 
by arbitration. The cost of the civil• establishment ·is Rs. 5, 7 48, 
of which Rs. 1,531-are paid,~bl the iagirdars, and the remainder 
by the Marwar Dar bar. . · 

Police.--The police force of the district is under the command 
of a native officer with the rank of Resaldar, who reeeives a 
salary of Rs. 100 a month. He has under him fifty men mounted 
on camels, fifty horsemen, and thirty foot-soldiers, with the usual 
complement of non-commissioned officers. 

Towns and 7Tillages.-The chief towns of Mallani are-
Btirmer, which is• the head-quarters of the district, and where 
the haJdm resides ; J asol ; Sindari; Glira ; and Nagar. The 
number of villages are 415, but these do not include d.Mnis, or 
hamlets, which are very numerous. There is nothing of special 
interest to record regarding the towns of Mallani. .. 

' ~-:.)• 
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