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PREf"'~!\.TORY NOTE . 
• " 

THE extant Settlement Reports on the Chhindw!\ra District 
are those of &Jr. \V. Ramsay (186g) and Mr. C. \V. Alont- . 
gomerie (tgoo). Mr. Montgomerie's Report gives a very 
interesting acc::ount of the District, and its agriculture and 
p .. ,pulation, and a large part of the Gazette~ is merely 
reproduced from it, especially the descriptive portions. 
Besides numerous other extracts and quotations, the descrip­
tion or the District and its scenery, the chapte{ on La.od 
Re\·enue Administration, and tbe articles co the j.igirs in 
the appendix are taken almost entirely from this Report~, 
Mr. j-. A. C. Skinner, Deputy Commissioner: has contributed 
a note on the material condition of the people and a draft 
of the chapter on General Administration. The sections on 
Geology and Minerals have been taken from ~e Geology t.if 

.,,.! '.... • 
ludia (Medlicott and Blanford) and from articles by Mr. Jones 
on .the Southern Coal-fields of the S:itpura b~in·· and by 
Mr. L. Leigh Fermor on the Manganese Mining, Industry. 

' . ' •. :";.~ 

Mr. Fermor has corrected the arttcles and made some~ 
additions, especially the whole of paragraph 14 (Geology) •• 
The writer ~ iodebted to Mr. Ditmas, M~nager of th8,;;J 
Pench Va11ey Coal Mines, for information on the mines.:" 
Mr. A. Brooke-Meares, District Superintendent of P?lice, 
has contributed a note on wild animals and birds. Mr. G. ,. 
Falconer Taylor, Deputy Conservator of Forests, has sent 
notes on the Botany and Forests of the District. ~r. ltfont­
gomerie and 1\lr. E. Danks, Oeputy Commissioner, ha\·e 
kindly read the proof and suggested some alterations. 

PACHliAlUU, 

R. V. R. 



CHI-IINDWARi-\ 
DISTRICT GAZETTEER. 

CONTENTS. 

Chapter~ : · Facing page 

• LIST OF THE DEPUTY COMl\IISSIONERS WHO 

HAVE HELD CHARGE • ~F THE DISTRICT ••• 

MAP OF THE DISTRICT I 

1. General Descr£pti'on-

BouNDARJES AND PHYSICAL FEATURES 

GEOLOGY 

BoTANY ( ' 

WILD ANIMALS, ETC,, 
' r . ·• ···• \ 

RAINFALL AND CL~MATE ; . 

2. flz:>tory t.nid Arclueology­

HisTORY 

ARCHA':OLOGY 

3· · Pojnelatz'on­
•• J 'I 

... 
\. 

... ' . 

Page 

r-.; 
5-12 

13-15 
15-.-20; 
20-21 

2l-33 
33-34 

. STATISTICS 0~ ,PQI'UL~.T(ON .••• ... . '.... 35--,.43 .. 
RELIGION 

CASTE 

SOCIAL LIFE AND CUSTOMS 

LEADI:\'G FA:\HLIES 

+ .1griculture-

SOILS A:\'D STATISTICS OF CULTIVATION 

CROPS 

IRRIGATION 

CATTLE 

... 

43-:-:-5+1 
54....,...7-t-
74--82 
82--86 

37····95 
95-IIO 

11 I -Ill 

IU··-ti7 



IV C(I:..ITENTS. 

Chapter. 

~· f.oans, Prices, 1Vages, Jlfanufacturcs, Trad(· 

and Comnuuu{_·atz~nzs-

LOAXS 

PRICES 

vVAGES 

~IANC"FACTl 7 RJ·:s 

TR.\DE 

Co:.,nrcxiCATIONs 

6. Forests and Jlinerals-

FORESTS 

~li:..IERAI.S 

7. I-amin c 

8. Land Rez'l'llltt' rldmini"stratiou 

q. Ge11eral Administration 

APPENDIX. 

Gazdteer of tahsils, jagirs, towns, important 

118-126 

127-129 

129-133 

IJJ-139 
qo--142 

143-q6 

villages, rivers and hills 199-2-F 

PHOTOGRAPHS. 

Entrance Gate, Deogarh Fort 

Building known as Nagarkhan:1 i:1 Dz:.:-~_;-=:t:l ;~crt. 34 

Deogarh Fort 210 



PARAGRAPH INDEX. 

CHAPTER I.-GENERAL DESCRIPTIO~. 
··~ . Page 

lJ<Jttndaries and Pll)•sical Features.-:. 

1. Physical aspects . .. 
2. Hills ... 

3· Rivers ... ... 
4. Scenery ... 
5· · Elevation ... 

Geology-

6. Local geological distribution 

7· The Deccan trap ... 
8. Lameta rocks ... 

9· Gondwana rocks-Mahadeo series 

10. Damuda series-Barakar group 

I J • Motur group ... 
I 2. Bijori group 

I 3· Talchers ... 
14· Metamorphic and crystalline complex 

B oftl1t)'-

I 5· Botany 

lFt"ld Animals, etc.-

J6. Tiger, panther and Jeopard ... 
17. Deer ... 
18. Birds ••• ... 
19. Deaths caused by wild animals ••• . ... 

Rainfall and Climate-

20. Rainfall 
21. Climate and temperature 

CHAPTER H.-HISTORY AND ARCHJEOLOGY. 
History-

22. 

2J. 

2-f.. 

Inscriptions. The Vakataka dynasty 
The Gaur kino-dom 

b 

The Rashtrakata kings -

I 

2 

3 
4 

5 

t"h 

6 

7 
t"h 

9 
t'h 
II 

lb 
t'h 

l"". 
,.) 

15 

19 
ih 

z'h 

20 

z'b 

22 



vi PARAGRAPH fNDEX. 

25. The G~nd Princes of Deogarh. 
26. · , Bakht Bulaqd... . . . . ... •.. 

• of • A 1 J ,' • I , ., .. • ,) l ,'I , ' 

27_ . F_fill of the Deogarh dynasty 
28. Maratha ·rule. ••• . •· 

jatba 

... 
British administratid'n during .the Regency. 

•: - .. 

Arclueology-
.. 

Page 

26 
28 

30 

3• ' 
32 

30 Archreology ·o~.· •. ••• 33 

CHAPTER 111.-POPULATION • 
.. 

Statistics of Poptelat£on-:. 

31• Statistics of ~rea and population, density, 

towns and villages ••• ,_. : . : 
Urban and rural population_ . 
Transfers of territory ... 

32· 

33· 

34· Variation in population ••• 

35·· Migration 
36. Diseases 

37· ·Occupation 
3·8. Language statistics. Hindi 

39• Marathi and other languages 

Reli'gz"on-

40. 

41. 

Statistics of religion-Village gods 

Village gods (continued) · · .•. 
Festivals 

Dasahra, Diwali, Holi .•• 
42· 

43· 
44· 

45· 
46. 

Gond.gods and religious observances· 

M uharnrnadans 

Christians 

Caste-· 

47· Principal castes 

48. Brahman 

49• Rajput 

so. Bania 

51. Ahir 

... ... 

... 

. 
40 
t"b 

41 
421 

43 ' 

'10 

45 
46 
47 
49 
52 
54 

ih 

55 

s6 
57 
58 



53· 
54· 

55· 
s6. 
57· 
ss. 

1'.\ R.\GRts•· INnEX. ,. 

Kurrni and Kunb1 ••• 

Lodhi, Kayasth, Kirar_... •• 

1\L1li and Kachhi 

Bhoyar ••• 

Teli and Kalar 

:\fenial anJ labouring castes 

Good .•. 

... . . . . . ·:· ~ 
_. . ... · ~ . 

• •• 
....... 

... 
' . 

V:ii 

Page 

ss 
6o 

61 

ih 

63 

6s 
59· 
6o. 

Descr.iption ofthe Goods by Mr.'~a'~?ey~~~ . 66 

Pardhan · ' ., · · 6g 

ih 

70 

6r. Ojha 

62. Dharia 

63. Remarks on the Goods by Mr. 1\fontgo-:-' 

mene 

b..J.. Korko 

-~onizl Lzfc and Customs-

65. !\farriage customs 

66. .~Iarriage customs (continued) 

67. \Vidow marriage 

68. Customs at death •·· 

C9. Villages and houses 

... 
\ 

70. :-.J" ames of Yillages .. 

71. Amusements 

72. Titles 

Lwdtil,!{ famili(:s--

73· T,.he jag-irs 

74· . Muhammadan families .•. 

7 5· Brahman families 

76. Bania families ... 

77· Oth0r families 

••.• 

're • 

CH.\PTER IV.-AGRICULTURE. i 

·'·,'oils and Statishcs ol culth .. ati'on-

73. Soils ... 

·' ·• 

71 

. ·... 72 

.. ,. 

.... 
~ ~ .. 

., I 

•~c...) 

. 

74 
76 
77 
'73 

79 
8o 
81 

82 

ih 

83 
s..._, 

. ss 

.86 

o.'l' 

·. t.l 

.. ~ 87 
79· Character of crop ring- and distribution of 1 ' 

crops ··~ , 88 



Vlll 

So. 

81. 

8z. 

83. 

PARAGRAPH INDEX, 

Principal statistics of cultivation ... 
Fallows · 

Double cropping 

Statistics of crops 

\Vheat 

Juar ••• 

. .. 

... 

... 

. .. 

... 

Crops-

84. 

85. 
86. Cotton-Varietjes and methods of culti-

vation ... 
87. Diseases anct pests 

88. Seed and outturn 

89. Kodon-kutki ••• 

90. Gramand arhar · 

91. Other. pulses ••• 

92. Oilseeds 

93· Rice ••• 

94· Sugarcane 

. .. 

95· San-hemp and ~mbari ..•. 

Tobacco g6. 

97· 
g8. 

Condiments and vegetables 

Total value of crops 

99· Manure ... .. 

Irri'gatt(m-

100. Irrigation 

Catt/e-

IOI. Breeds of'cattle 

102. Prices and working life ... 

103. Food and ·grazing 

104. Cows 

. . . . 

105. Buffaloes, ponies and small stock . 

106. · Cattle markets 

107. Diseases 

.. ·. 

Page 

go 

91 

9-4 
ib 

IOJ 

tb 

102 

IOJ 

£b 
lOS 

£b 

106 

107 

108 

109 
110 

III 

ll2 

114 

£b 
u6 

£b 

I I I 
ib 



PARAGRAPH ISDEX. IX 

Cll.\PTER \'.-LOANS, PRICES, \VAGES, MANU­
FACTURES, TRADE .\~D CO~IMUNICATIONS. 

1 nS. 

10'). 

110. 

I I I. 

I I.:!. 

I IJ. 

I J.t• 

!'rices-

Government Loans 

Rates of interest on private loans 

::\lon~yknders ••• 

Transfers of villages_ 

The proprietary class 

Tenants 

Material condition of the people 

1 15. Prices of staple gr·ains at periods of settle­

ment 

1 16. l'ri..::es in recent years ••• • •• 

11 i· Prices of miscellaneous articles ••• 

H'agtS-

118. }<"-arm-servants 

119. Graziers 

1 20. Daily labourers 

1.:! I. Village servants 

.Jf£lllll{t!C/utt·s-

122. \Veaving 

123. l\Ietals and wood work ... 

I .:q. Pottery and leather 

I 25. Factories 

..... 
• 

... 
... 

r 26. \Veights and measures-Measures for 

grain 

'2 i. Cotton and other articles 
1 2o. Field areas 
1 .::g. 1Iarkets 
1_):.:>. Fairs 

131. Export::-. 

132. Imports 

·'•• 

Page 

118 

ih 
ll9 

ih 
120 

122 

127 

z"h 
128 

129 

130 
13~ . 
132 

1 33 
134 
135 
136 

io 
137 
IJ8 

ih 
139 

140 

141 



PARAGRAPH INDEX. 

133. Rail-borne trade 

13-J.. Classes engaged in trade 

Communicrz ti'ons-

Railways 135· 

136. 

137· 
IJS. 

Communications in former years .•• 
Metalled r~ads . 

l!nmetalled roads 

CHAPTER VI.-FORESTS AND MINERAL~. 

Forests-

139· 
140. 

141· 
142. 

143· 
144· 

L.J'S· 

Area and character of forests 

Principal timber trees .•. 

Sources of income 

Revenue and management · 

Private forests ... 

J agir forests 

"Roadside arboriculture .•. 

.Jfinerals-

146. The Pench Valle.y Coal Mines ... 
147· Other coal deposits. The Kanhan field 

148. The Tawa field 

149· ~I anganese • ;_e It :. .. 
xso. Other minerals ~·· : 

... . 

··CHAPTER VII.-FAMINE. 

151. Famines in past years .. 

1s2. The scarcity of 18;;7 

IS3· . The famine of 1900 

. Page 

'47 
ib 

149 

ISO 

1,5.1 

152 

ib 

r- .... 
~.) 

ISS 

156 

157 
r-~ ;., 

159 
16o 

ib 

CHAPTER VIII.-LAND REVENUE ADMINISTRATION. . . . 

I 54· 
155· 
rs6. 

Revenue administration under native rule .•. 

Assessments between 18.54 and 1865 

The 30 years' settlement 

I 57· The revenue demand ••• 

158. Rental enhancement 

r63 

164 

ib 
t6; 

t6G 



l'Ak.\GR.•\PH TT'\DE,X. Xl 

Page 

':i'}· Currency of the 30 years' settlement 166 

1 6o. The recent ~ettlement. Cadastral survey... ·167 

161. Dates of settlement work · £b 

1G2. Rental enhancement 168 

IGJ. Soil factors and rates on soil 169 

ib 16.~. :\T.:ilik-makhozas 

zG_s. 

I61J. 

IU7· 
t6S. 

16(). 

1/0. 

171. 

Absolute occupancy tenants 

Occupancy tenants 

Ordinary tenants 

Home farm arid miscellaneous income 

Comparison Qf assets •.• 

Re\ cnuc enhancement •• , 

Pcri0d allll cost of settlement 

172. Cesscs 

I/3· Statistics of tenures 

17 -l· Ren·nuc-frec and other grants 

17 ,.:; . Special tcnurc.s ••• 

176. RyotwJ.ri settlement 

177. J J.gir estates ... 

17~. Historical notice 

t79· The settlement of I~kq .•• 

1Ft~. The re..:ent sdtlement ••. 

181. Resun:ption of excist: hnd police rights 

. .. 

... 

CH.\PTER IX.-GENERAL ADl\IINISTRATION. 

182. District Subdivisions and Staff ... 

183. Land Record Staff 

t~L!. Litigation and crim~ 

IS;). Rq;istration ... 
IS(;, Statistics of revenut: 
1 ~~,. Excis-:-Country liquor 
18~. Opium anJ g:lnja 
xS<.J. District Council and Local Boards 
19·-l. ~I unicipali ties .•• 
I01. \'ill<1gc S<E1itation 

170 

ib 
to 

17i 

ib 
z"b 

,172 
t'b 

173 
ib 

175 
z'b 

176 

z'b 

179 

ISO 

181 

183 
184 
IS.) 

186 

ib 
ib 

187 
18B 
189. 

190 



xii PARAGRAPH INDF.X. 

Public Works ••• 
Pagt 

19:!· ts;n 
193· Police ... ib 
•9+ Kotwars ... 191 
195· Jail 192 

196. Education l93 
197· Dispensaries 1 94 
198. Vaccination ih 

199· Veterinary dispensary 195 

APPENDIX-GAZETTEER OF TAHSILS, JAGIRS, 

TO\VNS, IMPORTANT VILLAGES, 

RIVERS AND HILLS. 

Almod Jagir 19<J 
Bariam-Pacrara ja<'tr . b b 

. . .. 200 

Batkagarh Jagir ••. ib 
Bel River ... 202 

Berdi ... ib 
Bhardagarh jagir ib 
Chawalpani ... 203 

Chhindwara Tahsil 204 

Chhindwara Town 209 

Chicholi: 211 

Deogarh ib 

G.hogri Khapa 212 

Gorakhghat J agir ... 213 

· Gorpani Jagir ih 

Harrai Jagir · ... l14 

Harrai Villc:ge 218 

Jam River .... ;b 

Jamunia ib 

Kanhftn River 219 

Kulbehra River •.. 220 

Lodhi:khera ib 

Lonia Kalan 221 

~Iohg-aon zb 



p,\RAGR.\PH INDEX. 

Mohkher 

Nilkanthi 

Pachmarhi Jagir 

Palatwara 

Pandhurna 
Part~bgarh-Pagara Jagir 

Pench River 

Pipla Narainwar 

Raghadevi 

Ramakona 

Satpura Hills 

Sausar Tahsil 

Sausar Town 

Sonpur J<igir 
Tamia ... 

Umreth 

... 

... 
" ..... 
... 

... 

.... 

.... 
Xlll 

Page 
221 

222 

22j 

225 
ib 

226 

228 .. 
229 

r."b 

230 
231 

234 
239 
240 

241 

242 



Lid t-:{ tlze Dc}uty Commtssioncrs 'lu!w lzaz:e held charge of 

the Clthind•o(ira District siJtce J86J, with the dates 

of tlzeir periods of office. 

Period. 

Name cf Deputy Commissioner. 

From To 

Major C • .!\I. Shakespear ... .. .I . .. 
Captain A. B. Cumberlege ... . .. -9-3-63 28·12-63 ' 
Captain H. F. Bolton ••• . .. 29·12-63 21·1-64 
Major J. Ashburner ••• 22•1-64 3·3-64 
Captain H. F. Bolton ... 4·3-64 20·3-64 
Captain C. V. Gordon ..• ... • •• 21·3-64 26-5-64 
l\1 ajor J. Ash burner 27·5-64 8-3~67 
\V. Ramsay, Esq., I.C.S. ... .... 9·3-67 '8-6-67 
Captain 1\f. P. Ricketts ••• . .. 9-6-67 14-7•67' 
Major J. Ashburner ... . .. 15-7-67 2·4-6g 
Lt. R. 1\I. B. Thomas ... . .. 3·4-qg I-5-6g 
Major. E. M. Play fair ... ' ... 2•5-69 1·4·71 
Captain F. ll. :Morris ... 2-4·71 ID-4·71 
Lt.-Col. H. F. \Vaddington ... 11•4•71 1·4-72 
J. \V. Tawney, Esq., I.C.S. ~-4-72 31·5·72 
Lt.-Col. H. F. \Vaddington 1-6-72 31•10·73 
H. J. 1\tacGeorge, Esq. ... 040 I•I I•7J 22·2-76 
Lt.-Col. C. B. Lucie Smith 23·2-76 21·3-76 
Captain J. \V. Macdougall ... 22·3·76 30•3•76 
Lt.-CoJ. J. C. \Vood ... ... 31·3·76 24•4·76 

.Captain H. H. Hallett ... ... 25-4·76 10·7·76 
j. H. Fi~her, Esq., I.C.S. ... I 1·7·76 2-l-77 ' 
S. jacob, Esq., I.C.S. 3•I•77 ZD-1·7~ 
j. H. Fisher, Esq., I.C.S. ... . .. 2 1•1•_77 I 1-5-77 
T. E. Ellison, Esq., I.C.S. ... .. 12·5-77 7·1·79 
~ 1 . .. 3Jur H. J. Lugard ... ... 8·I·79 16-4-79 T E ,,.,. 

• ' • .:..l.i.ISOn, Esq., I. c. s. __ 17-4-79 2-9-79 
J. \V. Tawnc.'y, Esq., I.C.S. 3·9-79 15·7-83 
Col. \V. B. Thomson ••• I6-7-83 I7•I 1-84 
Lt.-Ccl. ,V. Vertue 18-11-84 18-1•87 
D. 0. l\·!ciklejc hn E'-'q I C S ... Ig·I-87 -18-4-87 ' ._. I ' • I I 



.lt."sl of th~ lkjmty Co-m.mi'ssi'ouer~ wlw lu~t·e held c/mr.;e of 
the Cklz.z'udwura DislmJ, etc. (concld.) 

Name o(Deputy Commissioner. 

Lt.-Col. \V. Vertue ••• ••• • •• 
Col. H. M. Repton ••• ••• • •• 
T. E. Ellison, Esq., l.C .. S. ·••. • •• 
M. W- Fox-Strangway~,. E~,.; I .. C.S. 
A. B. Napier, E~q., I.C.S •• •!.~. • .. 
D. 0. Meiklejohn; Esq., -I.C.S: 
R. lt. Ryves, Esq., I.C.S. ••• • •• 
R. C. U. 1\loss-King, Esq., I.C.S. • •• 
R.· A. B. Chapman. Esq., I.C.S. • •• 
L. A. G. Clarke, Esq., I.C.S. • •• 

. '] . .t\. G. Skinner, Esq., I.C.S. 

Period. 

From To 

19·4-87 10.5-88 
II·S-88 Io-6-SCJ 
11-6-8g 12·1 2-90 

IJ•12·go 28-4-9.3 
29-4•9.3 1•12-93 
2•12-93 24-3"96 
25-J-96 24•1-«)9 
25-1-99 20·12•99 

21•12-99 15•1 l•Igoo 

16-u-oo . 8-u-oi • 
9-12·01 To dat~ 


