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PREFACE.
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GAZETTEER

OF THE

MURSHIDABAD DISTRICT.

CHAPTER I,

PHYSICAL ASPECTS.

MursHIDABAD i3 the north-western district of the Presidency Gryxmn

Division or Commissionership, and lies between 23° 43" and og
24° 52’ north latitude and 87° 49’ and 88° 44’ east longitude.
It has an area of 2,143 square miles and contains, according to
the census of 1911, a population of 1,372,274 persons. It is so
called after Murshidabad, a town on the left bank of the
Bhigirathi, which was the last of the Muhammadan capitals
of Bengal. The headquarters, however, are not at Murshidabad,
but at Berhampore, six miles further down the river.

In shape the district resembles an isosceles triangle with its Boand- -~
apex pointing to the north-west. Itis bounded along its whole Mies
eastern frontier, from the extreme north to the south-eastern
extremity, by the Padma or main chanzel of the Ganges, which
separates it from the districts of Milda and Rajshabi. On the
south it is bounded by the districts of Burdwan and Nadis,
the river Jalangi on the south-east forming the boundary -
between it and Nadia for a consideratle distance. To the west
lie the districts of Birbhiim and the Sonthal Parganas.

The river Bhagirathi, flowing from north to south through Kttnnl
the district, d1ndes it into two almost equal portions, whmh
in their geolegy, their physical characteristics, their amculture,
anl even the religion of their inhabitants, form a striking
contrast to each other. The tract to the west of the river ia
locally known as Rarh, and the tract to the east as Bagri—names
which recsll the traditional division of Bengal by king Ballil
Sen into four tracts, viz,, Rarh to the south of the Ganges and
west of the Bhigirathi, Barendra lying, north of the Ganges,
between the Mahinands and Karatoya rivers, Bagri or South -

B
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Bengal and Banga or Eastern Bengal. East of the Bhagirathi
the country is low-lying and alluvial, with a humid climate and
a fertile. soil, which is liable to be flooded by the spill of the
Bhagirathi a.nd other rivers. On the western side the surface is
high and undulating; the soil is a hard clay, on which winter
rice alone grows well, and the climate is drier than in the
eastern tract. The Bhagirathi is more than a mere physical
boundary, for west of it Hindus predominate, while on the east
Musalmans are more numerous. . :

The western tract, or Rarh, 1s substantially a continuation of
the sub-Vindhyan region of laterite clay and nodular limestone.
The land is, as already stated, high and slightly undulating, but ~
is interspersed with numerous swamps and beds of old rivers. It
hasthe greatest elevation along the western boundary of the district
towards Birbhiim, but there are places where the eastern limits
of this clayey tfract are marked by banks or bluffs, fifteen and
twenty feet high. The cliff at Rangamati on the Bhagirathi,
gix miles south of Berhampore, is forty or fifty feet akove the

“ordinary level of the river. The soil is greyish or reddish,

mixed with lime .and oxide of iron; and beds of nodular lime-
stone-(kankar) are scattered here and there. The rivers in this
part, having their sources in hill torrents, are liable to sudden
freshets, but they never lay the country under water for any
long space of time. The fields, therefore, do not possess the
extraordma.ry fertility of a deltaic country, The chief crop
in the central and more elevated portions of the Rarh is the
winter rice, which is not dependent upon early rein for a
successful harvest, but requires a steady downfall between July
and October.

In the Suti and Stamsherganj thanas on the north, bowever,
and in the tract known as the Hijal to the south, the nature and

_aspect of the country are entirely different. In the former two

thanas, a strip of low-lying country, having an area of about 150

square miles, extends northwards from Mirzipur until it blends

with the basin of the Bansloi river and other hill streams, which
debouch from the western high lands and during the rains form a
vast lake, in which the villages appear as islands, the whole of the
arable land being submerged. This part of the district is second
to none in fertility. The land forming the fringe of the flooded
area, -where the inundation is shallower, bears two crops, viz.,
early rice and cold weather creps of wheat and gram with a minor
cultivation of oil-seeds, peas, etc. The village sifes are well
wooded, and in the rains the scenery is highly picturesque.

'With the Rajmahal Hills closing in the horizon on the west, it
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presents a combination of hill, wood and water rarely met with
in the plains of Bengal. :

The tract called the Hijal, situated in the south-west of the Huﬂ
district near the confluence of the Mor and the Dwarks, and
about 50 square miles in area, offers a very different aspect.
The country becomes more open, and, in place of rice fields,
large stretches of thatching grass cover an almost treeless plain.
Village sites are few, and there is a marked absence of forest
growth, but round its edges copses of tabul abound and occasional
pipal or banyan trees are seen; fruit trees and. bamboos .are,
however, almost entirely absent. On the west the land slopes
somewhat abruptly upwards, marking the boundary of the true
Rarh, while to the east a narrow line of high country farms
the western bank of the BLagirathi and culmmates in the cliff of
Rangamati. During the rains the Hl]al is \udely inundated
with water, which varies very much in depth, being in places
‘more than twenty feet, while elsewhere a boat drawing three
feet is stranded. ‘The whole of this tract becomes perfectly dry
in the cold weather, and a large portion of it, which is yearly -
increasing in extent, is cultivated with cold weather erops, such
as wheat, gram, mustard and linseed. It also affords a con-
siderable area of pasturage, and the. thatching grass, which it
produces in great quantities, is celebrated for its toughness and
durability. .

The Bagri, or eastern tract, differs in no material respects Bigri.
from the ordinary alluvial plains of Bengal. It lies almost
entirely between the Ganges, Bhagirathi and Jalangi rivers,
and is permeated by several other offshoots of the great river.
The whole area lies low, and is exposed to annual inundations,
which occasionally cause widespread suffering, but usually do no
more than deposit over the land a top dressing of almost in-
exhaustible fertility. In variety of crops, this portion of the
district is not su:paased by any part of Bengal. The aus or
early rice crop is very largely cultivated and forms the bulk of the
food supply of the inhabitants ; and tbis harvest is supplemented .
by the chaitali, a name given to the whole series of cold
weather crops from the fact of their being harvested in
Chaitra, or March. They are cultivated after the aus is cut
and on the same fields, s well as on the higher lands where
rice will not grow. For these two harvests ea.rly rains are
wanted in Apnl and May, and a few showers in the cold
weathor. '

The twofold division of Murshidibad described above is
peculiarly ioteresting as furnishing a clue to the early formation

‘B 2
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and development of the western portion of the Gangetio delta.
There isno doubt that the present Bhagirathi represents the
old channel of the Ganoes, by which the greater part of the
waters of the sacred river were formerly brought down to the
sea. The most ancient traditions, the traces of ruined cities,
and the indelible record of names, all lead to this conclusion.
The geological evidence proves to demonstration that the hard
laterite soil formed an insuperable obstacle to the Ganges flowing
further to the west than the present course of the Bhagirathi,
whish is thus fixed as the limit of the Bengal alluvium and the
ancient means of communiocation between the Bay of Bengal and
the interior.

There are no hill ranges in the district. - The whole of the
portion to the west of the Bhagirathi-lies at an appreciable
elevation, and the land in the extreme west slopes gently upwards
towards Birbhim and the Rajmahal Hills, which rise a few
miles beyond the north-western boundary. Here there are some
hillocks, of which the best known is called Dhuli Pahari, covered
with small 84/ and makua trees and surrounded at the base by
stony jungle land.

The general inclination of the district is from north-west to

~ south-east ; but, as the channels of the main rivers do not uniform-

ly take this direction, the lines of drainage are'somewhat irregular
and perplexing. '

The western half of the district slopes eastwards toward the
Bhagirathi ; but the greater number of the hill streams do not
find their way directly into that river, but are intercepted by bils
or marshes and for the most part carried off to the-south by the
Dwarka river. - The two chief drainage basins {if such they can
be called) in this part of the district are that of the Bansloi in
the north, and that of the Dwarka with its confluents in the
south. The large bils act as reservoirs to break the violence of
the flonds of these hill streams, and also serve to drain the sur-
round.mg tountry, discharging their surplus water through the
streams which issue out of them.

The eastern half of the district may be described as an
isosceles triangle, whose equal sides are formed by ‘the Ganges
and the Bhagirathi, and whose base is almost closed by the
Jalangi. The line of drainage is not along any of these rivers,

but may be represented by a line intersecting the base at right

angles. The Iocal rainfall in this part of the district does
not run off either into the Ganges or the Bhagirathi. In
the same way the floods of these two great rivers converge
towards each other, and ultimately make their way across
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the country in a south-easterly direction. It may roughly be
stated that the greater part of the surplus water ultimately falls
into the Jalangi by means of the Gobra Nullah, the Bhairab,
and the Sialmari, These channels are during the rains con-
nected with the different &i% and creeks (kkak), forming a
network of water communication. In the hot weather a
number of springs may be observed along their banks, caused .
apparently by the drairage waters percolating through the under-
strata of sand and sandy soil.

The river system is composed of the Ganges and its distri- Rivez
~ butaries, of which the most important are the Bhagirathi, "¥&T=¥
Jalangi and Bhairab. Formerly large rivers with an active
current, they are now merely spill channels of the great river,
which during the rains carry off a portion of its flood water, but
for the remainder of the year have a very sluggish current. The
stream is insufficient to carry off the large quantity of silt they
receive, so that shoals form and impede navigation. The rivers
in the east of the district are fed to a certain extent during the
dry geason by infiltration from the Ganges. Where that river
is broad, and large islands or ckars are thrown up, the volume of
its discharge is sensibly affected by the portion of the stream
which tkus passes away through the sand.

The Ganges, or Padma, asit is called in this part of its Gmge, or
oourse, first touches Murshidabad at its extreme northern point, Padme.
and then flows almost due south-east, forming the eastern bound-
ary of the district, and dividing it from Malda and Rajshahi.
The only tributary of any importance which it receives from the
west is the Singa, which effects a junction with it about ten miles
from the spot where it first touches the district. The Singa
enters the district from the Sonthal Parganas at Adwaitapur,
and just below Ankura divides info two branches one falls into -
the Ganges near Nayan Sukh, and the other at Dhulian. The
offshoots of the Ganges on its western or right bank comprise
the Bhagirathi, the Bhairab, the Sxé.lmé.n, and the Jalangi.

The fall of the Ganges is about nine inches ‘per mile, but the
windings of the river are so great as to reduce this estimate by
about one-half. The current varies from about three miles an
hour in the cold weather to at least double that rate during the
rains, In particular spots, as, for instance, where the stream
rushes round some projecting point, this rate of motion is exceed-
ed, and boats and steamers find graat diffculty in making their
way against the current. The rise of water in the main channel
between the middle of May avod the middle of August is a8 mucn
as thirty-two feet. :
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Every year the ‘Ganges is forming and cutting away land
along its course by a constant alternation of alluvion and
diluvion. During the rainy season, the current inipinges with

~immense weight upon banks composed- of loose soil, which are

rapidly undermined. An acre of ground has been -known to
have been swept away in half an hour. Large islands are con-
tinually rising in the channel, some of them many miles in
length. In the next year, perhaps, they become covered with
grass and tamarisk jungle higher than an elephant. Captain

- Sherwill states that he has seen such islands * become inhabited,
- cleared, and cultivated ; the population increases, large villages

start up; the land revenue is collected for ten. or twelve years;
and then the whole fabric will disappear within one rainy

season.” *
Owing to their liability to inundation, the people living along

- its bank are content with temporary structures for their houses.

“In the low lands near the Ganges,” wrote Colonel Gastrell,*
“ga light thatoh and lighter walls suffice for the wants of the
mhab1tants, who remove their property, house and all, as soon
as the river waters Tise' high enough to top their chdrpais
(bedsteads). During an inundation they may often be seen

" lying on their chdrpais with the water well up the legs, either too

lazy to move, or trusting to the chance that the water may rise no
higher, and save them the trouble of moving at all.”

The Bhagirathi at present (1¢13) branches oft from the Ganges
at Nurpur about 25 miles below Iarakka and rurs almost parallel
to it for about two miles as far as Biswanathpur (near Suti) with
a long narrow strip of ckar land between the two rivers. After
leaving Biswanathpur, its course, which is very winding, is
almost due south; and it finally leaves the distriot below the
village of Bidhupara, just north of the celebrated battle-field of
Plassey, part of which it has swept away. Ashas been already
said, it divides the district into two almost equal portions, and on
its banks, chiefly on the eastern or left bank, are situated all the
historical and wealthy towns of the district. A little above Jangi-

- pur it receives from the west the united waters of the Bansloi

and Pagla rivers; and near Saktipur, the Chora Dekra, & consider-
able branch of the Dwarka river, flows into it, also from the west.
‘Lhe banks of the Bhagirathi are usually gently sloping on the

one side, and abruptly shelving on the other. These changes of
slope are due to the varying set of the current, and occur on the

same bank by regular alterations from reach to reach. fl‘he
stream shifts from side to side, sandbanks and other obstructions

® Statistical and Geographical Report 6f Murshidabad District (1860).
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are constantly formed, and the bed has largely siltedup. Itisa

fine river for about four months of the year, when it is full, but -
for the remaining eight, it has an attenuated stream wander-

ing through a wide expanse of sand. During the rainy season,.
freshets from the Ganges still come down the Bhagirathi; but

their permanent influence is obliterated by the large deposit

of silt which they bring with them. In addition to this, it is

important to recollect that the general line of drainage is not from

north to south along the channel of the Bhagirathi, but from north-

west o south-east. The result is that the main waters of the

Ganges display a greater inclination to prcceed in their present

channel than to turn into the Bhigirathi; and that the floods of

the Bhagirathi have aiways a tendency to overflow its left or

eastern bank, and wander over the country in the old river beds

towards the Jalangi river.

The Bhairab is an offshoot of the Ganges, from which it Bhairah,
branches off to the south nearly opposite to Rampur-Boalia. It
empties itself, after a very circuitous course, into the Jalanﬂ at
Madhupaur.

The name Bhairab mears ¢the Terrible > and bears mtness to
the estimation in which this river was once held. It is noticeable
that it takes off from the Ganges close to the point where the
Muhinanda flows into it, and it has been suggested that -it
onvmally formed a continuation of the Mahiananda, which was
cut in half by the Ganges as it worked.its way eastwards, while
lewer down it was intersected by the Jalangi. In 1874 its upper
chanunel, which had eilted up, was forced open by floods at its
intake from the QGanges, and it expanded into an important distri-
butary which poured its waters into the Jalangi 40 miles further
south. The result was that the channel of the Jalangi began to
close up sbove the poiut of junction, and the Bhairab is now the
main channel by which the Jalangi obtains its supply from the -
Gances. The two are hence commonly treated as a united
stream called the Bhairab-Jalangi. The Bbairab bifurcates a
little to the north-east of Daulatbazar and joins the Gobra Nullah -
at Trimohini.

The Jalangi is another important branch of the Ganges, Jalangi.
which nowhere intersects the district. It leaves the parent stream
a short distacce above the village of Jalangi, and flows in a
south-westerly direction, with many windings, undil it finally
leaves the district with an abrupt turn near the village of Bali.
During this part of its coursa it forms the boundary between
Murshidstad and Nadia for about 50 miles. The upper part of
its- eourse has silted up for some 36 miles, and it obtains its
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- supply of water mainly from the Bhairab and the Siilmari.

This river is also known locally as the Kharia.

The Sialmari is also an offshoot of the Ganges, which, like
the Bhairab, it leaves opposite Raimpur-Boalia. After a meander-
ing course it empties itself into the Jalangi below Kapila.

The Gobra Nullah is a channel running from the Bhagirathi
to the Jalangi at Bali, a distance of about 50 miles. "It was
probably originally an effuent of the Bhagirathi, and it is, in

_ fact, the natural drainage channel for the country east of that

river. The action of nature, however, has been interfered with by
the construction of a marginal embankment along the left bank of
the Bhagirathi, called the Lalitakuri or Naltakuri embankment,
which extends from Jaiganj to Bhagwangola ¢id Kalukhali and
has cut off its connection with that river. Its offtake being
closed, it receives only local drainage water south of the em-

- bankment. It hassilted up in its lower reaches, but still has a

Biansloi.

good deal of water in the portion lying to the east of the
Sadar subdivision ; further mnorth, in the Lalbagh subdivision,
it is much narrower and in many places is merely a marshy
depression. :

The Bansloi is the most considerable tributary of the Bhigi-

~rathi. It enters the district from Birbhiim near the village

of Husainpur and pursues on the whole an easterly course, until
it _falls into the Bhagirathi a little to the north of the town of
Jangipur, -

Dwarkaot  The Dwarka or Babla is a moderate-sized .stream, which

 Babla.

Other

rivers.

wanders, under foveral names and with many tributaries and
effluents, throughout the south-western corner of Murshidabad.
The channel which is considered the main stream, and which bears
the name of Dwarka, enters the district from Birbhiim not far
from Margram. At first it flows in an easterly " direction, until
its waters are augmented by those of the Brahmini at Ram-
chandrapur. It then turns towards the south-east and is joined
on its right bank by the Mor and the Kuiya, two rivers which
also flow down from Birbhiim. Here commence the numerous

‘backwaters and side ‘channels which connect it with the

Bhagirathi, and cause great confusion by the changes of name

- which they occasion : the Banka and the Chora Dekra are the two
_ most important of these lines of junction. The main stream

forms the eastern boundary of the Kandi subdivision and quits the
district at Raghupur. Like all hill streams it has a rapid
current and is liable to sudden floods. :

Among minor rivers may be mentioned the Brahmini, the
Mor (or Maurakhi or Kana) and the Kuiya, which all fow from
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the west into the Dwarka, and are partielly navigable during
the rainy season. Tha beds of all these hill streams are of a -
yellow clay and pebbly.

Murshidabad, a district standing at the head of the Gangetio Craxexs
delta, affords a striking example of the grand operations of g::::;
nature produced by flavial action. There can, as already pointed
out, be no doubt that the present channel of the Bhagirathi,
with its eacred traditions and early settlements, marks the
ancient course of the Ganges, while that portion of the district
which lies between the Bhagirathi and the present channel of
the Ganges has been the scene of important river changes both
hefore the dawn of history and within historical times. The
whole of this area is. ecored with the tracks cf old river beds,
which represent the various channels scooped out by the waters
of the great river while they were being gradually diverted to
their present course. The whole process and the effect it has
had in the formation of the Jand surface are well described by
Dr. Thomas Oldham in an article published in the Procsedings
¢f the Asiatic Scciety of Bemgal for 1870 :—

«I suppose no one Wwill hesitate to ackmowledge that the
whole of the country lying between the Hooghly on the west and
the Meghna on the east is only the delta caused by the deposi-
tion of the debris carried down by the rivers Ganges and
Brahmaputra and their tributaries. It is alsc equally well
known that in such flats the streams are ocnstantly altering their
courses, eating away on one bank and depositing on the other,
until the channel in which they formerly flowed becomes choked
up, and the water is compelled to seek another course. It is also
ocertain that, in this peculiar delta, the general course of the main
waters of the Ganges has gradually tracked from the west to-
wards the east, until, of late years, the larger body of the waters
of the Ganges have united with those of the Brahmaputra, and
have together proceeded to the sea as the Meghna. Every
stream, whether large or small, flowing through such a flat, tends
to raise its own bed or channel by the deposition of the silt and
gand it holds suspended in its waters, and by this gradual
deposition the channel bed of the stream is raised above the
actual level of the adjoining flats. It is impossible to suppose a
river continuing to flow along the top of a raised bank, if not
compelled to do so by artificial means, and the eonsequence of
this flling in and raising of its bed is that,at the first opportu-
nity, the stream necessarily abandons its original course, and
seeks a new channel in the lower ground adjoining, until, after
successive changes, it has gradually wandered over the whole
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flat and raised the entire surface to the same general level. The -
same process is then repeated, new channels are cut out, and new
deposits formed.

‘ Bearing these admitted principles in miud, look to the
delta of the Ganges and Brahmaputra. The Ganges river,
emerging from its upper levels round the Rajmahal Hills, and
prevented by their solid rocky barrier from cutting further to the
-west, sought its channel in the lower ground adjoining, and
originally the main body of its waters flowed along the general
course now indicated by the Bhagirathi and Hooghly. But,
, gradually filling up this channel, it was.again compelled to seek a
new course in the lower, because as yet comparatively unfilled-in,
ground - lying to the east. And the same process being repeated,
it wandered successively from the rocky western limit of the
-delta-flat towards the eastern. If this progress eastwards was
allowed to be sufficiently slow to admit of the gradual filling in
of the. country adjoining, the delta was formed continuously up
to the same general level, and the larger streams or channels,
passing through this flat.to the sea, became unavoidably dim-
inished in size and in the quantity and force of the wafer
they -carried, the main "body passing around further to the
east and having its course in the channels successively formed
there."”

‘The Bhagirathi formerly afforded a regular means of commu-
nication between the upper Gangetic valley and the sea-board,
but ever since the British cccupation cf the country much diffi-
‘culty has been experienced in keeping it open for navigation
throughout the year, The earliest historical mention of its
silting up appears to be contained in a letter,-dated 6th January
1666, of the French traveller Tavernier, in which he states that
Bernier was going overland from a place near Rajmahal to
Oossimbazar because the river route was impracticable. “ When
the river is low, it is impassable because of a large sand-bank
which lies before a town called.Suti” Elsewhere Tavernier
speaks of the river as a canal, and says it is 15 leagues long.
Hedges, again, ‘writing in 1683, said that the river above Nadia
was Fall of shoals, and that, when he arrived at * Maula’ (Mohula),
“he went from thence to Cossimbazar by palki, a distance of 9 or 10
miles. There is ample evidence of the deterioration of the
Bhagirathi in the mext century. Stewart in his History of
Beng+l, which was chiefly compiled from the accounts of
"Muhammadan chroniclers, states that in 1757, just before the
battle of Plassey, Sirdj-ud-daula, “believing that the English
ghips of war might proceed up the eastern branch of the Ganges

—
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to the northern point of the Cossimbazar island* and come down
the Bhagirathi to Murshidabad, commanded immense piles to be
driven in the river at Suti, by which the passage of that river has
been rendered merely’ navigatle by boats, and that only during
half the year.”t+ In 1781 Rennell wrote that the Cossimbazar
river (ie., the Bhagirathi) was almost dry from October to May,
and that the Jalangi, although a stream ran through it the whole
year, was in some years unnavigable during two or three of the
driest months. Captain Colebrook, again, in a memoir on the
courso of the Ganges (1797) wrote: “The Bhagirathi and
Jalangi are not navigable throughout during the dry season.
There have been instances of all these rivers continuing open in
their turn during the dry season. The Jalangi used formerly to.
be navigable during the whole or greater part of the year. The
Bhagirathi was navigable in the dry season of 1796. This year
(1797), however, I was informed that the passage was no longer
practicable for boats proceeding to Calcutta. Experience has
shown that none of these rivers are to be depended on.”

About the year 1813 the Bhagirathi suddenly deserted its old
bed near Cossimbazar, and instead of following its former bend to
the east of the town took asweep to the west. Its old channel
became & stagnant stretch of water, and the main stream flowed
three miles away from its former bed. The cause of this
diversion of the channel is not known, but it may perhsps be

-surmised that it was connected with an attempt to introduce a -
larger supply of water down the channel by a cut across two
bends. That there was some interference with the natural
channel is clear from Hamilton’s Eust India Gazetteer of 1815, in
which it is stated:—*“In 1813, a canal was dug between the
Bhégirathi and great Ganges, partly to ameliorate the unhealthi-
ness of the town (Murshidabad) and adjacent villages by
maintaining a permanent stream of wholesome water.”” There
is, moreover, a local tradition that a new channel was actually
excavated, as stated by a writer in the Caleutta Reciew of 1573:
« All these places (Co:simbazar and the adjacent villages),” he
writes, “were originally situated on a curve of the river Bhagi-
rathi, bui seventy years ago a straight cut was made forming the
chord of the curve, thus changing the course of the river. This
engineering operation was fullowed by the breaking out of an
epidemio fever, which, in virulence and mortality, is unparalleled

® This was a name given to the triangular tract of country lying between the
Ganges, Bhiagirathi and Jalangi.
% Edition of 1818, pp. 521-2.



. 12 ~ MURSHIDABAD.

BN
by any pestilence -save that which destroyed Gaur.”* The old
channel survives as a kka/, which is used by boats in the rains.
It is curious that it is called Katigang as if it were an artificial
channel, and there is a tradition that the Sahebs cut a channel
and brought the river out to the north of Farasdanga.

Marvres. It is unnecessary to describe in detail the many changes which

v have taken place in the entrance of the Bhagirathi, the position

ABLE of which shifts according to the set of the main stream of the

CHANKELS. Padma or Ganges. Suffice it to eay that since 1824 regular

" measures have been taken by Government to maintain open
channels for navigation both in the Bhagirathi’ and Jalangi. In
1888 a separate division of the Public Works Department, called
the Nadia Rivers Division, was formed and placed under an
Executive Engineer, for the control of the channels in the group
of rivers known as the Nadia rivers. 'These channels had an
aggregate length of 509 miles in 1913, composed as follows:~
(1) Farakka channels between the Ganges and Bbagirathki, 25
miles, (2) Bhagirathi river, 151 miles ; (3) Bhairab-Jalangi river,
165% miles ; (4) Matabhanga river, 136 miles; and (5) Hooghly
river, 32 miles, The officers employed in this division are
engaged in ma.intainmg ‘channels _suitable for boats of small
- draught, and tolls are levied on boats using the rivers to pay
«for the work done in training the channels and keepmg them
navigable; one of the toll stations is at Jangipur in this
district, and the other two are at Hanskhali and Swarupganj in
the district of Nadia. The number of boats using the rivers was
17,000 in 1911-12.

The main means employed to keep the chanrels open are
temporary training works, consisting of bamboo and mat spurs or
wing dams, called bandhals, which are constructed as follows.
At the shoals to be operated on a line of bamboo stakes is run out
from each bank of the river: they are driven into the bed of the
river, supported-by struts and fastened at the top by longitudinal
ties. These stakes gradually converge, so as-to force the current
into a narrow chanuel. Large mat screens (jhdmps) are then let
down and secured to the stakes. The first result of the current
being conceutrated in this manner is a great velocity in the
channel it is intended to create, and a diminished current on both
sides of it. Owing to the increased pressure below, the screens
cannot be sunk to the bottom of the river, and through the space
left there the water rushes with a rapid circular motion, cutting

" away the sand and carrying it under the matting and bebind the

& The Kasimbazar Raj, Calcutta Review, Vol. LVII, 1873.
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lice of stakes, where, the water being sluggish, constant deposit
takes rlace. At the same time, the force of the currentin the
centre of the channel cuts away the sand there and bears it down-

stream, so that by these two processes the depth is increased in the

channel, while on each side of it large collections of sand are

formed, materially narrowing and deepening the chancel. All

that is necessary to maintain the works is to drive the bamboo

piles further down as the water cuts away the sand and to sink

the ecreens from time to time to suit the fall of-the river,

It may,of course, happen that the sand swept away by the

currents sinks as socn as it gets beyond the éandkal, thus forming

another shoal which requires the construction of another éandhal.

These works have met with only moderate success in the Bhagi-

rathi and Jalangi, because the volume of water passing down is

too small to give much scouring power on the shoals. They have

been more successful in the Ganges, where it has been proved that

the low water channel caxr be improved, either by &ardkals ox by

dredging, without any great outlay. -

For some years past dredging operations have been conducted
at the mouth of the Bhagirathi, where it opens out from a loop of
the Ganges known as the Farakka Channel. This loop commen-
ces at Farakka and rejoins the Ganges about four miles below the
off-take of the Bhagirathi. A shoal known as the ‘Biswanathpur
ghoal, about 2} miles long, with two intermediate deep pools,
forms at the entrance of the Bbagirathi, and the object in view is
to sccur this shoal aud so admit as large a volume as possible
into the Bhagirathi. This is done mainly to secure water for
drinking, domestic and sanitary purposes, and not only with the
object of improving navigation. ,

It has been urged that the Bhagirathi should be made fit not
only for ccuntry boats, but also for steamer traffic throughdut the
year, as the water route from Calcutta to wp-country would there-
by be shortened by 425 miles. To this proposal there are grave
objections. It was estimated by the Chief Engineer of Bengal
in 1906 that the initial cost of dredging plant sufficient {0 main-
tain a navigable entrance would be 126 lakhs, and that the cost
of maintenance would be so heavy that it could not possibly be
met by any tollage which the steamer companies could afford to
pay. Besides this, any increase in the volume of water passed
down the Nadia rivers mast entail a decrease in the ‘supply of
the Ganges lower down and lead to the deterioration of the
present channels of that river. Lastly, it is possible that the
channels of the Nadia rivers might become so large and deep that
they would eventually carry off the mein volume of the Ganges,
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charged with an enormous quantity of &ilt, which would. fill up
the deep trough of the Hooghly (at present scoured by tides)
sufficiently to prevent the passage of sea-going vessels and so
bring about the ruin of the port of Calcutta.

There are many small lakes or lagoons, commonly called bils
or yhils, most of which are the remnants of old river beds. The
best known of these is the Motijhil, or Pearl Lake, a fine horse-
shoe lake about two miles from the town of Murshidabad, which
has been formed by a change inthe course of the Bhagirathi.
Another large lagoon is the Telkar Bil, about three mileslong and
23 miles broad, which lies two miles fo the west of the Bhagirathi
near the Khagra Ghbat railway station ; it bas, however, dried up
to a large extent. To the east of Berhampore lie three lils
known as the Bishtupur, Chaltia and Chanda Bils. The Bishtupur
Bil is a crescent-shaped expanse of water stretching from the
north-east of Berhampore to about half a mile south-east of the
railway station at Cossimbazar. It is cennected with the Bhagi-
rathi by two sluices, called the Khagra and Berhampore sluices,
which are under the control of the Public Works Department.
The Chaltia Bil is another crescent-shaped sheet of water, which
starts at the south of Berhampore near the Judge’s Court and
extends past the villages of Bhakri, Chaltia and Krishnamati to
Kalabaria near Haridasmati. The Chanda Bil is a shallow marsh
about four miles long and a quarter of a mile broad, which is
bounded on the north by Badurpur, Tarakpur and other villages,
and on the scuth by Mankara. Cuts were made from this i
and the Chaltia Bil to the Gobra Nullah in 1872-73, but they
were not sufficiently deep for efficient drainage, Another cut has
recently been made in the Bishtupur Bilin order to improve its
drainage. Other important dils in the east of the district are the
Goas (8 square miles), Dumkul (6 square miles) and Bhandar-
daha Bils, the last of which requires separate mention.

The Bhandardaha Bil is a depression marking the line of an
old’ river, which is nearly 50 miles long and extends from the
Bhagirathi ¢mbankment at Digha and Bhagwingola on the
north to Bali on the river Jalangi on the south. It is called by a
number of different names in different places, viz.,, (1) Gobra

- Nullah from the émbankment down to Digha village, a distance

of three miles. (2) Digha Bil from Digha down .to Mur_é.dpur,
5 miles; (3) Topktana Bil from Muradpur to Gauribagh bndge_a;
this is a temporary bamboo bridge built for traffic across _the bil,
which is here dammed up. (4) Khana or Mathurépur. B1.l from
Gauribagh bridge to Bhairabpur Ghat, 6 milfas. (6) Bali B1'l froxfl
Bhairabpur Ghat to Akhundbaria Ghat, 6 miles. (6) Kharia Bil
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from Akhundbaria Ghat to Panchbaria, 7 miles. (7) Bhandar-
daba Bil from Panchbaria to Chandpur, 8 miles. (8) Suti river or
channel’ from Chandpur to the junction with the Jalangi river.
This &4/ is one of the chief sources of the fish supply of the district,
It is connected with the Bhagirathi by several sluices, viz., (1) the
sluices at Khagra and Berhampore already montioned, by which it
receives water through the Bishtupur Bil, (2) at Kharia Ghat
through tha Public Works Department drainage cut, and )
sluice at Gora Bazar and Krishnamati, by which water comes
into the 4l after passing through the Chaltia, Chanda and Boaljs
Bils by tho southern drainage cut. It also receives local
drainage and is fed by a number of tributaries, which are called
daras; There is a continuation of the i/ beyond the embank.
ment for about five miles towards Lalitakuri, This is called the
Bura Thakur Bil, and formed an integral part of the Bhandir.-
daha Bil before it was cut off by the embankment. The Boalia
Bil above mentioned is a shallow marsh about seven miles from
Berhampore. It is four miles long in the rains, but shrinks very
much as the flocd water subsides, and is used for rice cultivation
from April. The north-eastern portion of it, which is connected
with the Bhaandardaha Bil, is called the Putijol Bil.

To the west of the Bhagirathi are the Belun, Sakora and Palan
Bils, which lie close together near Khargram, about three miles
to the south of the junction of the Brahmini and Dwarka rivers,
These appear to be identical with the “ Lishnupur swamp,”
which, according to the manuscript records of the Board of Reve-
nue, was artificially connected with the river, at the expense of -
Government, in tke year 1800, All these dils are joined to the
rivers by streams and shallow channels, and in the rains form a
continuous lake. The Nawarauga, Saulmari and Salukuria Bils,
together with other small marshes at the union of the Mor and
Kuiya with the Dwarka, also form during the rainy season large
sheets of water, about twenty miles square. These large #ils at
the confluences of the hill streams serve during floods as natural
drainage basins, into which the river waters pour. On. the
subsidence of the streams, the waters pent up in the 4ils fing
their way back again into the rivers gradually and quietly, and
are thus drained off. Dut for these large reservoirs, the southern
part of the Rarh would be much injured by floods from the hills,.

In the Jangipur subdivision, in the north of the district,
there are five large le/s, viz., the Chacband and Bansabati Bjls
to the west of the Bhagirathi, and the Krishnasail, Porimari
and Gangni Bils to the east of it. The Krishnasail Bil is
evidently the bed of an old river, and has still some very deep
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pools; but the greater part of it could be made fit for cultivation.
The Bansabati Bil extends during the rains almost the whole
way from Balighat on the Bhagirathi to the boundary of the
Sonthal Parganas; but during the hot weather the whole of
this area is dry except in a few low-lying spots.

In many of the dils a process of natural reclamation is going
on, Their beds are graduslly being elevated by mud washed
down by the rivers and streams which pour into them during
the rains, and, to a small extent, by the dry soil which is blown
over them during the season of the hot winds. Owing to these
causes, the margin of tillage is steadily advancing.

‘There are also some artificial tanks, some of which are large
enough to be called lakes. The largest is the - Sagardighi
situated near the Sagardighi railway ststion, which is about

three-quarters of & mile long. Tradition states that it was

excavated by one of the kings of the Pala dynasty. The second

. largest tank, which is called Sheikhdighi, is near the Mirzapur

BoTaxy.

olice-station about 5 miles north of the Bokhara railway station.
The botanical features of Murshidabad are those characteristio

of the deltaio districts of Central Bengal. The swamps afford
a foothold for numerous marsh species, while ponds and ditches

“are filled with submerged and floating water plants. - The edges

Witp
ANIMALS,

of sluggish creeks are lined with sedges and bulrushes, and the
banks of rivers bhave & hedge-like scrub jungle. Deserted or
ancultivated homestead lands are covered with shrubberies of
semi-spontaneous. species,. interspersed with clumps of planted
bamboos and groves of Areca, Moringa, Mangifera and Anona.

" The country is on the whole well wooded with mango groves,
bumboo clumps, and banyan, pipal, babul, jack, bel, tamarind,
cocoanut acd date palm trees. Murshidabad has a reputation
for its mango orchards, and the tract lying along the western
bank ot the Bhagirathi in the Jangipur subdivision abounds with
kul trees, which are cultivated for the propagation of lac. ’

A little over fifty years ago Colonel Gastrell remarked in his
Statistical and Geographical Report on Murshidabad: *The
advance of cultivation is rapidly driving the wild animals away,
All are becoming more and more scarce, and but little sport is
met now to be found in the district.” At present, leopards are
with in some parts, more particularly the Jalangi thaua (e.g.,
at Khayramari) and in the neighbourhood of Murshidabad,
where they can find cover in abandoned "gardens and ruinous
country louses. In the.Kandi and Jangipur subdivisions,
where there is scarcely any heavy jungle left, they have practi-
cally disappeared, and only a stray leopard is occasionally
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seen, Wolves, however, are sometimes found in the Kindi sub-
divigion, where they dosome damage to sheep and goats. - Jackals
are ubiquitous, and have an evil reputation for carrying off and
devouring infants, more especially in the Jangipur subdivision.
They will even carry them off when sleeping by their parents’
side, seizing them by the throat to stifle their eries. Next morning
a fow bones in the neighbouring jungle are all that is left to tell
the tale. Vild pigs are plentiful in the Bagri and along the
chars of the Ganges, and also in the Hariharpira thana. Pig-
sticking has long been a favourite form of sport, the country to
the east of the Bhagirathi lending itself ideally to riding, and
excellent bags are made. Monkeys (the black-faced sanumdn or
langur) are nuwmerous and destructive in towns, where they do
much da.mage in gardens and orchards and to the mango crop
when it is ripening. ‘ -

The game birds of the district consist of snipe, wild duck, Gauz
quail, partridge, pigeon, teal and geese. During the cold weather """ ™
good sport can be obtained with snipe, duck, teal and geese on
the ils, more especially the Jalangi and Telkar Bils; among ducks
the pmtaxl pochard and gadwall, and among tea.l the pamted
blue-winged and cotton are common. All the usual waders are
also met with.

The common varieties of snakes, such as cobras, karaits, etc., Repriiss,
are found ; the mortality from snake-bite is considerable in years
of flood, when they are driven to dry ground in the vicinity of
vxllages and homesteads. Crocodiles are fairly common in the
rivers and_in the swamps or bils; they are also met with in ta.nks
in the Jangipur subdivision.

The more valuable fish caught in the rivers, bils and ta.nks FisH.
belong to the carp family (Cyprinid®), such as ruki, katla, mirgal,
ete., or are Stluride, such as bdodil and magur. Large catches of
hilsa (Clupea #lisha) are made in the Padma or Qanges during the
rainy season, when they ascend in shoals. They are also caught
in the Bhagirathi and in the Khayra Bil, when it is flooded by
the Bhagirathi, and are exported in considerable quantities. An
sccount of the fisheries of the district will be given in Chapter
VIII, and may be so far anticipated by saying that in"addition
to the rivers, the bi/s, such as the Bishtupur, Chanda, Chaltia,
Boalia and Bhardardaha Bils, constitute valuable fisheries.

During the cold weather, from November to January, there Criuate.
is an almost entire absence of cloud and rainfall ; the mean
rainfall doring these three months aggregates only one inch.

The mean temperature falls from 73° in November to 66° in
December and 65° in January, but humidity remains at a fairly
c
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high level ; a feature of the cold weather is the occasional occur-
rence of low-lying morning fogs, which dissipate with the rising
sun. In February the temperature begins to rise, the mean for
the month being 70°; and as southerly winds become more
frequent with the advance of the year, there is a period of tran-
sition characterised by occasional thunderstorms, accompanied by
rainfall ; this, on an aversge, amounis to an inch in March
and 14 inch in April. During these latter two months, dry
westerly ‘winds of high temperature alternate with southerly soa
winds of moderate temperature. The night temperature increases
slowly, and the highest monthly mean is 85° in April. In May
monsoon weather 1s occasionally experienced whken cyclonic
storms form at the head of the Bay of Bengal. When such
storms occur, there is heavy rain, and the average rainfall
consequently rises to 5 inches in May.

With the commencement of the south-west monsoon (gener-
ally in the latter half of June, but in some years not till the
beginning of July) humidity increases to 83 per cent. of satur-
ation, heavy cloud is continuous, and rainfall is of almost daily
ocourrence, the precipitation becoming heavy when there are
cyclonic disturbances. The average is 10 inches in June, 11
inches in July, 1¢4 in August and 9} inches in September.
During this period the mean temperaturse slowly diminishes from
86° in June to 81° in October. During the latter half of Septem-
ber and throughout October cloudy weather alternates with
bright sunshine, and the bright periods lengthen till they merge
in the contiuuous fine weather of the cold season.

The following statement gives the salient meteorological

statistics for the town of Berhampore :—

HoMi- -
TEMPERATURE, DITY. Croup.| RAINFALL,
MONTH, " g Mean range.
g g

s lss|gE| 2|5 |5 i) 2] ¢

S <= < = a < D < =

5 | 5F | 5% 4 = = = 5 S
January ... 63 77 b3 24 25 87 1'5 0°47 1
February ... 70 82 57 25 34 80 22 0°92 9
- Mareh oo &80 93 66 27 38 71 27 105 2
April s 88 100 A13 23 29 76 38 175 3
May ee 87 97 77 20 23 82 56 4°88 8
June 8¢ 92 79 13 17 88 81 9°&7 12
July soe 84 89 79 10 12 92 87 1031 18
August .. 84 89 79 10 10 92 89 10°93 16
September 84 89 79 19 11 90 72 979 12
October ... e 81 88 74 14 20 85 36 471 5
November 73 82 64 18 25 85 19 04 1

December, 66 77 53 22 26 85 1t 0°10

Year 79 88 70 19 23 §4 +6 [ 5523 78
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CHAPTER II.

HISTORY.

Unxrii the days of Mughal rule there is little distinctive in the
history of Murshidabad, which, in fact, was, for the most part,
merely the history of Bengal in general. A, few isolated faots
emerge from the general obscurity in which its early history rests,
end there are many lacuns, which can only be linked together by
the thin and uncertain thread of conjeoture. It hasbeen suggest-
ed by Mr. Beveridge that the present village of Rangimati, six
miles south-west of Berhampore, marks the ancient site of Karna
Suvarna, the capital of the kingdom of the same name.* Accord-
ing to the Chinese pilgrim, Hiuen Tsiang (or Yuan Chwang),
who visited Bengal in the first half of the seventh century A. D.,
the city, which was 20 /i, or about 7 miles in circuit, had by it a
splendid monastery, called Lo-to-wei-chin, which is his phonetio
rendering of Raktavitti or Raktamitti, a name meaning red earth,
of which Rangamati is the modern equivalent. This theory is"
not accepted by other soholars. = “The identification,” writes
Babu Manmohan Chakravartti, “rests on the similarity of the
pame Rangamati with Raktamitti, and of an alleged .older name
of it, Kansonagar, with Karna Suvarna, on the location of the
- place in the direction indicated by- Yuan Chwang, and on its
remains, viz., mounds, images and "coins. . Unfortunately, the
name Bangémati is not uncommon, being derived from the red -
laterite soil that extends from the foot of the Rajmahal Hills,
“through the Barind, to the Madhupur Jungle in Mymensingh,
The name Kansonagar is not in use now ; but, though it might
have been in use once before, to judge from the introduetory
genenlogma.l verse to Radhakantadeva’s Sabda-kalpa-druma,‘l‘ mere
similarity is not sufficient. The vx]lage is not named in any
Hindu or Musalmén works, and is not found in eny wap older
than Valentyn s, published in 1726 A.D. The pargana Fateh-
singh, in which it is situated, was said to have been allotted to an
up-country Brahman by Man Singh for valonr shown in the war;
and the remains in the fort might be as well ascribed to him or
his descendants.” _

EAREY
HisToRY.

® The Site of Karna Suvarna, J. A, S. B,, 1893, pp. 815328,

t Id., p9327' »

1 Noies on the Geography of Old Bengal, J. A. S, B., 1908, p. 231, o
. ¢ 2

-
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‘Whether Rangamati was or was not the capital, there can be
no doubt that, at the time of Hiuen Tsiang’s visit, the district
was included in the limits of Karna Suvarna, which he describes
as a moist low.lying land under regular cultivation. It bore
flowers and fruits in abundance, and had a temperate climate.
The people were wealthy and patrons of learning. There were
more than ten Buddhist monasteries with over 2,000 brethren of

- the Sammatiya school, and three monasteries of Devadatta’s
school in which milk products were not taken as food. There
were 50 Deva temples, and the followers of various religions were
very numerous.® This fertile land corresponds to the modern
districts of Murshidibad, Burdwan, Bankura snd Hooghly, and
was one of the provinces "o the empire of Sasanka, a fanatical
‘enemy of - Buddhxsm, whose sway extended from Benares to the
Bay of Bengal.

' No details of the history of the district are forthcommg for
several centuries after this, but the rule of the Pilas is com-
memorated by the large Sﬁga.rdighi tank, which is said to have
been excavated by Mahipala, who ruled in the early part of the
eleventh century. His palace is said {o have been not far off,
‘at a village called after him Mahipal, which is situated to the

. north of the Barela railway station. Tradition also relates that

" Husain Shah, King of Bengal from 1493 to 1518, was born at

. the village of Chandpira, south-east of the Mirzapur police-
station and a little to the east of Sheikhdighi on the Jangpur
road. It is said that in his early youth he served a Brahman
of the village as a herdsman, and that when he rose to power he
granted his old master the estate of Chandpara at a quit-rent

of one anna. Hence he is known as-Rakhal Badshah, or the
herdsman king, and the village as Ekana Chandpara. Local
tradition is so far confirmed that the Riyasu-s-Salatin states that -
he came with his father and brother from Turkestan and settled
at Chaundpur in the Rarh country, where he married the daughter
of the local Kaz.t

There 1s, it may be added, no reccrd of the dmtnet baving
been the theatre of war until 1600, when a decisive battle was
fought at Sherpur Atai, in the Kandi subdivision, in which the
imperial army under Man Singh routed the rebellious Afghans of
Orissa, who had made themselves masters of a considerable portion

- of Bengal. '

Rozorzax  In the beginning of the seventeenth century the town of
BETTLE- M yrshidabad, which then bore the name of Makhsusabad, began to

MENTA, .
# 8. Beal, Records of the Western World, Vol. 11, p. 201.
¢ Blochmann identifies this place with Chandpur (near Alaxpur on the Bhairab)
in the Khulna diastriet,
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assume importance a8 a ocommercial depdt. Its silk attracted
the attention of two English agents, Hughes and Parker, who
were sent from Agra to Patna to set up a trading station
there—so much so that next year they reported that they
had invested Rs. 6500 in purchasing samples of silk from
Makhsusabad.® ' o .

When, at length, the English established their factories in
Bengal, Cossimbazar was one of the first places seleoted for a -
station, which was subordinate to the agency at Hooghly.t The
East India Company’s first representatives there were John Kenn,
who was Chief on £40 a year, Daniel Sheldon, second member of
Council, on £30, John Priddy on £20 and Job Charnock, fourth
member, on £20. Job Charnock was subsequently posted .at
Patna, but returned as Chief in 16803, and stayed there till 1686.
During these six years the trade of the Company was seriously
hampered by the heavy imposts levied by the Nawab, Shaista
" Khan, and the exactions of the local Faujdar or Governor
Bolchind Ray. The disputes between the Company and the
Mughal authorities culminated in 1686, when the Company’s
cargo boats were held up under an embargo and its sale of silver
prohibited. Charnock was ordered to pay Rs. 43,000 in settle-
ment of a claim made by some native merchants, and, according to
Orme, was scourged by the Nawab’s orders. The Cossimbazar
factory was invested by troops to prevent his escape, but in April -
1686 he succeeded in getting through the cordon and made his way
to Hooghly. After this, the Cossimbazar factory, in common
with the other English factories in Bengal, was condemned to
confiscation by Shaista Khan.

81y, Foster, The English Facteries in Indis, 1618-21, pp. 194, 253. In a
Tetter, dated 12th July 1620, they refer to * serbandy silk, the best of Mucksoude
and Sideabunde (5.6., Makhsusabad and Seidabad), from whence these sortes are
wonnd of.”’,

+ The factory was opened in 1658 or 1659. A letter of the Court of Directors
to the Agent at Hooghly, dated 27th February 1758, mentions Hooghly, Balssore,
Patna and Cossimbazar as “ the four factories which we determine shall be settled In
the Bay of Bengal > and sets forth that the four officers above mentioned are to be
appointed at Cossimbazar. The use of the future tense makes it uncertain
whether the Cossimbazar factory was actually started in this year, and Sir Henry
Yule is of opinion that it is doubtful whether it was regularly occupied before

3659,

$ “In 1678, writes' Mr, Buveridge, 8 lady with charming ignorance of
Apglo-Indian requircments, sends her brother-in-law at Cossimbazar a box
containing a_cravat and cuffs and ribbon of the newest mede and a border of lace
for his night cap. Alas, he was dead before the box left England.” OQld Flace
in the Murshidabdd District, Calcutta Review, Yol XCIV, 1892, Of. Heiges
Diary, Vol, II, p. 243.
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‘The French had also a factory at Cossimbazar at this time,*
and the Armenians had made a settlement at Saidabad under the
authority of a pharmdn granted by Aurangzeb in 1665 ; while the
Dutch had a thriving factory at Kalkiapur, The object of all
was tke silk trade, the importance of which may be gathered from
the accounts given by botb Bernier and Tavernier. The former
says that “the Dutch have sometimes seven or eight hundred
natives employed in their factory at Cossimbazar, where, in like
manner, the English and other merchants employ a proportionate
number.”” The latter says that Cossimbazar annually exported
about 22,000 bales of silk (of 100 Ibs. each). ¢ The Dutch
generally took, either for Japan or for Holland, 6,000 to 7,000
bales, 'and they would have liked to get more, but the merchants
of Tartary and of the whole Mughal Empire opposed their doing
so, for these merchants took as much as the Dutch, and the
balance remained for the peoPIe of the country for the mauu.
facture of their own stuffs.’

'The wealth of Murshidabad made it a prize worth winning by
the Afghans who rose in rebellion under Sibha Singh in 1696.
Under his leadership they overran the country on the west of the
Ganges from Rajmahal to' Midnapore, and.after his death they

.- gpread to the east of the river under. Rahim Shah, an Afghin

chief, who had been chosen as his successor. In Murshidabad a

- loyal officer named Nedmat Khan, who resided on bis jigir or

royal grant of land, gallantly held out against them. ¢ As the
combats in India were, even at that late period, more frequently
decided by duels between the chiefs, or champions, of the contend-

"ing armies than by a general engagement, Taubar Khan, a

nephew of Neamat’s, well mounted and armed, advanced into the
plain and challenged any of the Afghans to meet him. No
single warrior daring to advance, a party of Afghans at once
rushed forward, and, before his friends could go to his assistance,
out the youth to pieces.”t On hearing of his fate, Neamat
Khan, who was clad only in a muslin coat, seized his sword and,
without waiting to put on his helmet and cuirass, sprang on his
horse and dashed into the fray. Cuiting his way through the
Afghans, he made straight for Rahim Shah and delivered a blow

-at his head. His sword shivered on the helmet of tempered steel,

whereupon he seized Rahim Shah round the waist and by sheer
strength unhorsed him. Springing to the ground, he drew the

® Streynsham Master, the President of Madras, who visited Bengalin 1676,

says in his diary that at Cossimbazar he passed by the plot of ground allotted to the
French.

t Stewart’s Hutory oE Bengtl (1813), p. 332,
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Afghan’s dagger and endeavoured to administer the coup de
grace. Again he was foiled, for he could not pierce the gorget,
and, while he was struggling to do 8o, the' Afghans rushed up
and cat him down. The Afghéns, in admiration of his courage,
carried hirc mortally wounded to one of their teuts, and when
he signalled for water offered it to him; but ““his feelings
revolted against taking it from their hauds, and thus, with parch-
ed lips, he quatied the goblet of martyrdom.”* The rebels then
advanced to Makhsusabad, and, after defeating 5,000 of the royal
troops, tcok and plundered the town. The merchants of Cossim-
bazar having, however, sent a deputation to meet the rebel chief,
he spared that place,

In 1697, when the news of the disasters that had befallen the
Imperial army reached the Emperor at Delhi, he appointed his
own grandson, Prince Azimush-shan, Governor of Bengal, Bihar
and Orissa in place of the supine Nawab lbrahim Kban, and
placed Zabardast Khan, the latter’s ggn, in command of the
Bengal army with orders to advance at once and extirpate the
rebels. Zabardast Khan advanced rapidly from Dacca, his army
marching up the bank of the Padma attended by a strong
flotilla of war boats. Rahim Shah resolved to give battle and
encamped his forces on the river bank near Bhagwangola.
Zabardast Khan drew up his forces behind a stockade formed
of bullock waggons, and commenced & cannonade from the boats
lying in the river. His guns, which were served by Portu-
guese artillerymen in the Mughal service, dismounted most of
those belonging to the enemy and silenced the redoubfs which
they had thrown up along their front. A whole day was spent -
in this fusillade, and next morning a general engagement took
place. The Afghans, who had 12,000 cavalry and 30,000 in.
fantry, were signally defeated and retreated to Makhsusabad,
where they were followed by Zabardast Khan, who encamped on
an extensive plain to the east of the town and prepared again to
give them battle. The Afghans, however, had not the heart for
another bloody conflict and fled t6 Burdwan., There Rahim Shih
fell in battle against a Mughal army commanded by Azimush-
shan, after which his followers were hunted down like wild
beasts.

At this time, the provmces of the Mughal Empire were under THE
a dual system of administration, there being two officers in charge Drwam
of each, who were known as the Nazim (or Nawab-Nézim) and §1oy.,x.
the Diwan. The Nazim was the Governor or Viceroy of the

* Riyacu-s-Salitin, translation by Abdus Salam, (1904), p. 284,
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Province; administered criminal justice, and was in fact the
executive and military chief. The Diwan, who was mrectly
subordinate to the Emperor and independent of the Nazim, was
the Finance Minister; he was responsible for the revenue admini-
stration, while he also occasionally administered civil justice. The
relations of the two are well explained by Stewart in his History of
Bengal :—* Iuring the despotic reign of Aurangzeb the offices
of Nazim (military Governor) and Diwan were kept perfectly

‘distinct: the business of the former was to defend and proteet

the country from foreign insults or domestie insurrections and to
enforce a strict obedience to the laws: to the latter was assigned
the collection of the revenues and the disbursement of the requisite
expenses. He was, in a certain degree, subject to the orders of
the Nazim, being obliged to comply with all written orders for~
money from that officer for the service' of Government, but tke
Nazim was responsible to the exchequer for any improper use of
that power: he received his regular salary from the Diwan and
was not entitled to any further emolument from his office, These -
two officers were, however, commanded to consult with each other

' upon all important affairs and to act in concert upon every public

emergency according to the regulations which from time to time
were issued.” These regulations were embodied in the .Dastur-ul-
Amal, a Procedure Code containing rules on all revenue and
administrotive matters, which was issued to each province after
being spproved by the Kmperor. Every year additions or modi-
fications” were made in it with the Emperor’s sanction, and no
Nazim or Diwan had authority to deviate from it.

In 1701 Murshid Kuli Khan was appointed Diwan of Bengal,
the Nazim being Prince Azimush-shan, whose headquarters were
at Dacca. Murshid Kuli Kbhan soon brought about a reorganiza-
tion of the finances of the province, which, in spite of its richness
and fertility, brought comparatively little into the Imperial ex-
chequer. Owing to the-evil reputation of Bengal, the higher
officers were averse to service in the province, * as they fancied it
not only fatal to human life, but an actual haunt of demons.”*
To induce them to settle in it, large tracts had beon made over to

" them as jdgirs or military fief, and the revenue of the kkdlsz or

Crown lands was so small that it did not suffice to meet the pay of

the Narim and the salaries of the military and civil establish-
ment. Money had even to be remitted from other proviuces
to cover the Bengal deficit. The growing poverty of the Imperial
exchequer rendered it necessary that Bengal should pay its proper

& Riyaiu-s-Sal@lin (translation by Abdus Salam, 1904), p. 248.
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quota, and Murshid Kuli Khan set to work to increase the revenue
in no half-hearted fashion. Finding that the receipts were
absorbed in improper channels, he appointed his own collectors in
the different districts, and soon ascertained that the revenue really
amouated to a crore of rupees. His next step was to resume the °
jdgirs in Bengal with the sanction of the hmperor, the sagirddrs
receiving but scant compensation in the shape of jdgirs in Orissa,
where the land was far less fertile and valuable. At the same
time he effected large retrenchments in the pubho expenditure
and rigorously enforced the payment of revenue by the zamindars.
“ The haughty spirit of the Prince Azimush-shaa could ill brook
the constant interference in all pecuniary transactions of the
Diwén and his frequent opposition to His Royal Highkness’s com-
mands. Besides theee causes, the Prince was exceedingly jealous
of the high favour in which Murshid Kuli stood with the
Emperor; and the courtiers and favourites of the Prince, whose
extravagance or assumed powers were constaatly contrclled by the
Diwén, fanned the flame and added fuel to his already exasperat-
ed temper.” Azimush-shin determined to get rid of the trouble-
some Diwan, and sent a party of soldiers to kill him when he
was on his way to the palace (at Dacca), but this attempt was
foiled by the cool ccurage of Murshid Kali Khan, who jumped
out of his palki and drawing his sword ordered his attendants to
clear the road and drive the assassins away. After acting in so
spirited and independent a manner, Murshid Kuli deemed it
unadvisable to remain in the same place with the Prince, and,
having consulted with his friends on the most advantageous
situation, he resolved to fix his residence at Makhsusabad as being
nearly in the centre of the province and equally convenient for
collecting the revenue from all parts, Having decided on this
measure, he left Dacea without taking leave of the Viceroy, and,
carrying with him all the publio officers attached to the Diwani,
proceeded to Makhsusabad.” The headquarters of the Diwani-
were thus transferred to Murshidabad, the date of the transfer
bemg apparently 1702-03.

" When Aurangzeb received Murshid Kuli Khan’s report of
the attempt on his life, he ordered the Prince to leave Bengal
and take up his residence in Dibar. Azimush-shan consequently
left Dacca for Patna, appeinting his son, Farrukhsiyar, as his
representative in Bengal in the capacity of Deputy Nasim. He
does not appear, however, to have had any authority to make such -
an appointment, and in 1703-04 Murshid Kuli Khan paid a visit to
Aurangzeb in his camp in the Deccan and succeeded not only in
getting bimself confirmed in the post of Diwan of Bengal, Bihar
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and Orissa, but also in obtaining the appointment of Deputy
Nazimn of Bengal and Orissa—much to the chagrin of the Prince.
In the absence of the latter, Murshid Kuli Khan enjoyed all the
powers of the Nawab Nazim and had thus full executive authority
as well as the entire administration of the finances.

His first act on returning to Bengal was to change the name
of Makhsusabad to Murshidabad, and, by building a palace and
erecting public offices, to make it the capital of the province.
The change of name zppears to have taken effect from 1705, for
the name Makhsusabad appears last on a rupee coined in 1704,
and Murshidabad for the first time on a rupee struck at the local
mint* next year.

The choice of Murshidabad as the headquarters is sometimes.
ascribed to the difficulties which Murshid Kuli Khan experienced
in carrying on the administration at Dacca owing to the friction
with Azimush-shan and his fears of assassination. Inthe Riyazu-
s-Suldtin it is attributed to the central position of the town—¢“an
excellent site, where news of all four quarters of the Subah could
be ecasily procurable, and which, like the pupil of the eye, was
situate in the centre of the important places of the Subah:” a
lengthy account of its advantages, from a strategio and com-
mercial point of view, then follows. According to Sir William
Hunter, it *“‘seems probable that Murshid Kuli Khan ‘was induced

* A rupee of Aurangzeb preserved in the Lahore museum shows that Makh.
susibad was a mint-town as carly s 1679 A, D, The profits of the Murshidabad
mint are stated in the rent-roll of 1728 to amount to Rs. 3,04,103. In 1706 the
English at Cossimbazar were induced to pay Rs. 25,000 for the convenience of
having bullion, which they imported from Europe, coined into rupees at the -
Mursbidabdd mint. One of the chief articles in the petition presented by the
English embassy at the Court of Delhi in 1716 was, ¢ that the officers of the mint at
Murshidabad should at all times, when required, allow three days in the week for
the coinage of the English Company’s money.” It was not till nearly halfa century
afterwards, in 1757, as one of the results of :he battle of Plassey, that the English
first struck coins of their own, but still in the name of the Emperor of Hindustan.
In 1758, the Council at Calcutta complained, in a letter to the Court, that their
mint was of but little use to them, partly because no buliion was arriving from
Europe, but more especially because the command of specic possessed by the
Seths of Murshidabad was used to force down the exchange value of their #ikkas.
In 1760, on the occasion of the accession of Mir Kasim, a psrwana was received

" from the Nawab, awarding full privileges to the Calcutta mint. From this date
the mint of Murshidabad began to decline, and, indeed, was soon abolished. The
MS, Records of the Board of Revenue show that in 1785 it was proposed to
¢ re-establish the mint of Muarshidabad,” This proposal was apparently carried
out, though only for a short time. In 1796 all provincial mints were abolished,
but some respite seems to have been granted to that at DMurshidibad. It was
pot till 1799 that ¢the Collector of Murshidabid despatched the mint utensils
to the Presidency, and disposed of the buildings used as the mint office by public

auction.’
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to take this step by political considerations. Dacca had lost its
importance, for the Maghs and the Portuguese were no longer
dangerous; and the banks of the Bhagirathi afforded a more
central position for the management of the threp Provinces of
Bengal, Bthar and Orissa. The new city also was sitaated on
the line of trade, along which the treasures of India were now
beginning to find their way to the European settlements on the
Hooghly ; end it commanded the town of Cossimbazar, where all
the foreigners had important factories. Moreover, the situation °
in those days was regarded as very healthy.” At the same time,
it must be admitted that the choice might have been wmore
fortunate, for the Bhagirathi had long been rilting up and its
passage throughout the year had already become impossible. \
Murshid Kuli Khan, or, as he is often called in the English yyemaz
records, Jafar Khin,* was the son of a poor Brahman, who in his VicEro¥s.
infancy was purchased by & Persian merchant.  The latter,
however, did not condemn him to slavery, but taking him to
Ispaban had him circumcised and brought up like one of his own
sons under the name of Muhammad Hadi. On the death of the yyrenia-
merchant, he proceeded to the Deccan, where he entered the Kﬂh
Imperial service. His ability soon brought him'to the front, and 176?_'25
he was appointed Diwan of Hyderabad w1th the title of Kartalab
Khan, He was subsequently transferred in the same capacity to
Orissa, and in 1701 was appointed Diwan of Bengal with the new
title of Murshid Kuli Khan. As already shown, he had the
address to maintain himself in office and obtain further prefer-
ment in spite of the hostility of Azimush-shan ;-and, though he
had supplanted Farrukhsiyar, the latter made no attempt to
interfere with his government. On the contrary, he also - came te
Murshidabad in 1707, and, taking up his residence in *“the Lalbigh
palace,” remained on terms of perfect cordiality with Murskid
Kuli Khan until 1712, when he made his way to Patna and there
had himself proclaimed Emperor. In the same year Azimush~
“shan was killed while struggling for the throne of Delhi, and in
1713, when Farrukhsiyar became Emperor, Murshid Kuli Khan -
was enabled, with the assistance of Jagat Seth, the banker, to
purchase the Nizamat on easy terms for lumself Five years
later the government of Bibar, which he had long solicited, was
also conferred upon him, and he thus became the 'Vlceroy of
Bengal, Bihar and Orissa.
Murshid Kuli Khan ruled at Murshidabad from 1704 to -
1725—-a rare continuity of tenure of office in those days, when

@& Jafar Khan was one of the titles he received when appomted Nawab of
Bengal,
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Emperor followed Emperor in quick succession, from each of whom
the Nawib had to obtain confirmation of his rank and office Nor
was he unworthy of his high position, for bis administration,
though stern and often harsh, was generally just and efficient,
and the land had a much needed peace. An able financier,
he rigorously cut down the publioc expenditure, and reduced
the strength of the Bengal army to 2,000 cavalry and 4,000
infantry. With this small force, which was not raised primarily
for military purposes and scarcely deserved the name of an army,
he maintained order and prevented rebellion. Dacoits and robbers
were mercilessly hunted down; when a robbery occurred, the
Faugjdar or zamindar within whose territory it took place was
compelled to arrest the robber or recover the property. The
oods, cr their equivalent in money, were restored to the person
who had been robbed, and the robber, if caught, was impaled
alive. By these means, write the Muhammadan chroniclers,
travellers journeyed in safety, and every man slept securely in his
own bouse. “Imperial mansabdars, hearing thet Bengal had
been turned into a fertile garden without a thorn, eagerly sough

for offices under him.” S ]
His greatest financial reform was the preparation of a new
revenue roll based on a survey of the lind and a reassessment
according to the actual area aud produce. The revenue was
exacted to the last cowry, and many are the stories of the ex«
quisite devices of cruelty which he employed to extract arrears from
defaulting zamindars. * They were seized and tormented by every
species of cruelty, as by hanging up by the feet, bastinadoing,
getting them in the sun in summer, stripping them naked and
_ sprinkling them frequently with water in winter. He ordered a
pond to-be dug, which was filled with everything disgusting, and
the stench of which was so offensive as nearly to suffocate whoever
approached it. "fo this shocking place, in contempt of the
Hindus, he gave the name of Baikuntlr, which in their language
meons Paradise; and, after the zamindars had undergone the
usual punishments, if their rent was not forthcoming, he caused
them to be drawn, by a rope tied under the arms, through this in-
_fornal pond. He is also stated to have compelled them to put on
loose trousers, into which were introduced live cats.”” These
drastic methods were effectual in raising the revenue, and he was
able to transmit annually to the Imperial treasury at Delhi a
crore and fifty lakhs of rupees, besides which enormous suws were
retained for his own private fisc and in the coffers of Jagat Seth at
Murshidabad. The boxes of treasure were laien upon 200 or
more carts drawn by bullocks, and escorted by 300 cavalry and
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500 infantry, accompanied by one of the sub-treasurers. Togethei-
with the revenue, he sent presents to the Emperor and hig
ministers—elephants, horses, antelopes, hawks, shields made of
rhinoceros-hide, sword-blades, Sylhet mats, filagree-work of gold
and silver, wrought ivory, Dacca muslius and Cossimbagar silks,
also & number of European articles procured al the royal port of
Hooghly. ,
* At the same time, he was impartial in the administration of
justice and rigorously enforced its decrees. He had the ketwal of)
Hooghly stoned to death for abducting a maiden and is even ./
said to have put his own son to death for an offence against’
the laws. According to the ideas of political economy then
prevalent, he made careful provision against famine and striotl
prohibited the exportation of grain. The Faujdar of Hooghly
had express orders to see that no ship, whether European or
other, carried away more grain than was sufficient for the
victualling of the crew during the voyage; neither were any
. foreign merchants allowed to ha\ve stores of grain. The Indian™
merchants were also prevented” from establishing monopolies.
If the importation of grain in any area fell short, he sent
officers who broke open the makdjans’ hoards and compelled them™
to sell their grain in the markets. Rice was then commonly sold
in Murshidabad at 4 maunds for a rupee. o
The greatest blot upon his administration is'the bigoted
cruelty with which he treated Hindus, whioh has led to the
saying that he united the administrative ability of a Hindy\Y
to the fanaticism of a renegade. He employed Hindus
in the collection of the revenue, and, if any was guilty of
embezzlement, forced him and his family to embrace Islam.
As an outward emblem of indignity, Hindu zamindirs ang
other wealthy persons were not permitted to ride in paikis,
but had to use the common duli. Llis preparations for his tomb
afford an unpleasing example of his conduct in this respect.
“The Nawab,” writes Stewart in his History of Bengal, being
advanced in years,and finding his health decline very fast, gave
orders for building his tomb with a mosque and a Akafra, or
square with shops. The spot selected was in the Khas Taluk, on
the east side of the city. All the Hindu temples in the neighbour-
hood were pulled down, and their materials used for the new work.
The zamindars and other Hindus would have preserved their
temples at any price, but no entreaties or bribes could prevail ; not
one was left standing in Murshidabad, or within the distance of
four miles’ journey from the city. In the remote villagesthe houses
of the Hindus were threatened with destructjon, upon pretence of
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theu being dedicated to rehglous uses, and were only redeemed
on payment of large sums of money. The servants of Hindus of
all ranks were compelled to work on the new structure, unless
their masters pa.xd for their release. By these moans the buildings
were completed in the course of a year, and: a gany (or market-
place where dues were collected) wus annexed to the &katra, in
order that out of the dues the whole might be maintained in
. repair.”” It is only fair to add, however, that the ountinued
existence of the Hxndu shrines at Kiriteswari, 3 miles from the
vity, throws considerable doubt on this story.

Murshid Kuli Khan chose as his heir and successor in office
his grandson, Sarfariz Khan, and endeavoured to get his choice
confirmed by the Emperor; but the succession did not follow his
wishes, for his son-in-law Shuja-ud.daula, the father of Sarfariz
Khan, managed by intrigues at the Imperial court to secure the
vacant office for himself.

Shuja-ud- Shuja-ud-daula, or 8huja-ud-din Khin as he is also called
‘}’;‘;15”_’39_ came of & Turkoman family from Khorasan in the east of Persia,
~and was born in the Decoan. There he formed a friendship
with Murshid XKuli Khian, who was at that time Diwan of
Haidarabad and married his only daughter, Jinnatunnissa or
Azimunnissa. The Muhammadau chroniclers are profuse in
their praises of the government of Shuja-ud-daula. His collec-
tion of the revenues was not less exact than that of his predeces-
sbr, but he was free from the reproach of cruelty and religious
bigotry. He commenced his rule by releasing the unhappy
zamindars from the rigorous confinement in which they had long
been languishing, and permitted them to resume the management
of their estates after levying heavy nazars from them. By this
stroke of policy, he raised the revenue to one crore and fifty lakhs
of rupees, which he remitted to Delhi through Jagat Seth, the
imperial banker, Convinced that the military establishment kept
up by Murshid Kuli Khan was inadequate to the security of
“the country, he raised the army to 25,000 men, of whom half

were cavalry and half infantry armed with matchlocks.

The quiet that endured during his rule, and the accumulated
treasares that he inherited from his father-in-law, supplied him

" with the opportunity and the means to embellish the city of
Murshidabad. The buildings erected by Murshid Kuli Khan
being too small for his lofty ideas, he dismantled them and built
a new palace for himself, with an arsenal, audience hall, reception
room, courts and public offices. * His favourite residence was at
Dahapara, on the right bank of the Bhagirathi, just opposite
Murshidabad, Here he completed a superb mosque, which
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bad been commenced by one of the officers of Murshid Kuli

Khan, It stood in the midst of a garden of great beauty, '
where he retired with his seraglio in the summer. This place
to which he gave the name of Farahbagh, or the Garden
of Beauty, had a wide repute for loveliness: « it was a splendid
garden, compared with which the plea.sances of Kashmir paled
like gardens withering in autumn,” Here he was' buried,
in a mausoleum erected by himself, after a peaceful rule of four-
teen years (17256—1739). ’

Under his rule the province was divided into four sub-
provinces, viz.— (1) Bengal proper, comprising West, Central and
” part of North Bengal, (2) East Bengal and the remainder of
North Bengal, (3) Bibar and (4) Orissa. The first sub-province .
Shuja-ud-daula kept under his direct administration. The
otters were placed under Deputy Governors, Ali Vardi Khan
being given Bihar, while Sarfaraz Khin was made Diwan of
Bengal., Anocther administrative innovation was the formation
of an Executive Council, which he consulted in all important
matters. Until his appointment to Bihar the leading spirit on
this Council was Ali Vardi Khao; the other members Were the
latter’s brother Haji Abmad, Alam Chand, who had been Diwan
in Oriesa and enjoyed the title of Rai Raian, and Jagat Seth the
banker.

During the last few years of his life Shu]a-ud daula, never a g, o -
vigorous ruler and now enfeebled by age, left the admlmstratlon Kbin,
to his son, Sarfardz Khan. The latter succeeded without any 1739-40.
opposition, but was so fearful of attempts by rivals that he would
not venture cut of the fort even to attend the Tuneral of his
father., He ruled only a year and without distinction, for he
spent most of his time in the harem, where he is said to have had
no less than 1,500 women. In short, all that could be said in
his favour was that he was neither a druskard nor an: oppressor.”

The administration was left in the hands of the Executive Council
consisting of the Rai Raian Alam Chand, H&ji Ahmad and
Jagat Seth, the triumvirate, as they were called. TheyEoon
entered into a conspiracy with Ali Vardi Khan to depose Sarfaraz
Khan, and sent agents to Delhi to bribe the ministers of the
Emperor Muhammad Shah, and bave the appointment of
Sarfardaz Khin set aside and Ali Vardi Khan installed in his
place, Ali Vardi Khan gathered round him at Patna a large
body of Afghan troops, and in the beginning of 1740 felt himself .
strong enough to unfurl the banner of revolt and march south-
wards upon Murshidabad. The two armies met at Giria 22 miles
north of Murshidabad, the battle beginning with an attack
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delivered by Ali Vardi Khan before dawn. Sarfariz Khan,
holding the Koran in one hand, mounted an elephant, and was
killed by a shot from a musket while fighting bravely. One
of his generals named Ghaus Khin, and Pancho, his Portuguese
commandant of artillery, gallantly maintained the fight, but the
battle ended at pightfall with a complete victory for Ali Vardi
Khan. Sarfaraz Khan’s faithful makaut brought the body of his
master to Murshidabad, where it was buried at dead of night in
the grounds of his palace at Naktakhali,

‘Al Vardi Murshidabad was sacked by the victorious troops, and, on the

Khan,
1740-56.

Maritha -

wars,

third day after his victory, Ali Vardi Khan entered the city and
took possession of the masnad. Out of the accumulations which
he féund in the treasury, he sent large presents to the Emperor
and his courtiers, and was forthwith confirmed in the government
- of the three provinces. It appears, however, that he never
remitted the revenues to .Delhi, for soon after this date the
Mughal dynasty lost all semblance of real power. He ruled at
- Murshidabad for 16 years, during a most troubled period of
Bengal history. The commencement of his reign was disturbed
; by outbreaks in Orissa, and these were no sooner quelled, than
the Marathas began their annual invasions, ravaging the entire
country to the west of the Bhagirathi, and even penetrating to
the suburbs of the city of Murshidabad.
The first concern of Ali Vardi Khan was to reduce Orissa,

- where the partizans of the late Nawab held out under its

‘Governor Mursbid Kuli Khan, the son-in law of Shuja-ud-din
Khan., This was effected without much difficulty, but this remote
province was always & cegtre of disaffection- during his entire
reign. In 1741 he was twice called away in person to take the
field in Orissa ; and on the second occasion, as he was returning
in ktriumph to Murshidabad, he was surprised near Burdwia by
the Marathas. This is the first occasion on which these mounted
marauders appeared in Bengal. The invaders consisted of 40,000

- cavalry, and were sent by the Maratha chief of Berar to enforce

his claim to the chauth or one-fourtk part of the revenues. The
small foroce that attended the Nawib was utterly unable to cope
with this army. It lost all its baggage, and through want of
“food was put to the greatest distress. After a threedays’ running
fight, Katwa was reached, where Ali Vardi Khan was rendered
gecure from further attack, owing to his command of the water
communication. During the rainy season of 1741-42 the
Marathas remained in the meighbourhood, plundering far and
wide, but did not dare to cross the Bhagirathi in any considerable

pumbers,
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On one ocoasion, however, instigated by a renegade called
Mir Habib, whe had held high office under former Nawabs, they
- made an attempt upon the clty of Murshidabad, The following

account of this raid is given in the Sair-ul-Mutakharin, Mir
Habib, who had come a simple pedlar from Irin, his country,
and was 50 low-bred as to be unable either to write or read, had
now, by dint of merit and services, rendered himself ooxisiderable H
“he had found means to figure as a man fertile in expedients and
a general of much resolution. He went so far as to tell the
Maratha general that, if money was his object, he would under-
take tofind a great deal of it for him, and that he requested only
the disposal of some thousand cavalry, with which force he
would so far avail bimself of Ali Vardi Khan’s lymg at Kitwa as
to advance suddenly to Murshiddbad, which is a city without
walls, and without any defence, where, by plundering only Jagat
Beth’s* house, he would bring him money enough to satisfy all
his wishes. This advice having been supported by a strong
reasoning, Mir Habib was furnished with some thousand picked
horse, and he departed immediately on his expedition. But.
this could not be done so secretly as that the Viceroy should
not have intelligence of it ; and as he knew the circumstances of
his capital, and did not trust to the talents of either his brother
or nephew for the defence of it, he determined to advance himself
to its relief ; end he set out direotly with much expedition. But
Mir Habib, having already performed the journey in a single day,
was beforehand with him, and he had already plundered Jagat
Seth’s house, from whence he carried full fwo crores away, and
also a quantity of other goods. Some other parts of the city + were
also plundered ; end Mir Habib, having advauced as far as his
own lodgings, took away his own brother, Mir Sharif, but did not
venture farther. For the Viceroy’s ralace,* and also the quarter
where lived his nephew, who was Deputy Governor, and likewise
the quarter of Ata-ullah Khén, a general officer, were . filled
with too many troops ‘o be liable to-insult; and meanwhile, the
enemy, hearing that the Viceroy was at ha.nd instantly departed
from the city. It was about the middle of the day, and in the -

® Raymond, the translator of the Sasr-ul-MulGkkarin, adds the following
footnote : * This was Jagat Seth Alamchind, the richesi subject of the world,
His house, which ¢ven now (1786) contains no less than two thousand souls, was.
plundered of full two evores two millions and a half sterling (and, what is singular,
this wae all in rupees struck at Arcot) ; but so amazing a loss which would distress -
any monarch in Eorope affected him so little that he continued to give Govern.
ment bills of exchange at sight of full one crore at a time; and this fact u too
notcrious in Bengal to need any proof.” - :

4 The Riyazw-s-Salatin states that Dahapara was burnt down
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evening, the Viceroy arrived himself, to the universal joy of his
friends, of his whole Court and of all his subjects. . .

“The Viceroy, whose forces had been greatly reduced both
by a ‘campaign of twelve months and by labour, sickness and
famine, concluded that as the rainy season was at hand it would
be too late to think of driving the Marathas out of his country ;
and that the only part left for him was to content himself with
conserving the city and its territory. He therefore came out and
posted himself at some distance from it in a suburb called
Amﬁmgan] and Térakpur. But by this time the rainy weather
had set in ; and the river of Bhagirathi ceasing to be fordable,
Katwa remamed on the other side, and the country on the
Murshidabad side was become safe from the enemy’s incursions.
But, then, the same circumstance afforded them a full opportunity
of extendmg their ravages all over Burdwan and Midnapore,
pus]nng their contributions as far as Balasore, and even this port
fell in their hands. Nothing remained to Ali Vardi Khan but
the city of Murshidabad and the countries on the other side of
the Ganges. - The peaceful inhabitants of this great capital, who,
far from baving ever seen such devastations, had not so much as
heard of any such things, and whose city had not so much as the
cover of a wall, became exceedingly fearful for their properties
and families ; and they availed themselves of the rainy season to
cross over to the countries on the other side of the Ganges, such
as Jahangirnagar, Malda and Rampur-Boalia, where most of
them built themselves houses, and where they passed their lives.
Even the Deputy Governor himself, Nawazish Muhammad Khan,
crossed over with his family, furniture and wealth, and lived at
Godagari, which is one day’s dlsta.nce from the city, and where
he laid the foundation of an habitation for himself and family.
Ali Vardi Khan’s furniture and effects were likewise gent over ;
from whence, however, the Deputy-Governor returned to the
city, where he continued to live with his uncle Ali Vardi
Khan.”* \ -

In Ooctober 1742, Ali Vardi Khan crossed:the Bhagirathi by a
bridge of boats, and defeated the Marathas, who were encamped at
Katwa. Another raid on the district of Murshidabad followed.
- Bhaskar Pant, the Maratha general, sent a body of armed
Bairagis towards Bihar, and Ali Vardi Khan hastened to follow
them. - The Bairagis then doubled back and swooped down on
Murshidabad, but Ali Vardi Khian came upon them while they
were busy looting Baluchar and drove them out.t

- ® Sair-ul-Mutdkharin, Vol. I, pages 393—3896.
t Rayazu-s-Salatin, translation by Abdus Salam, p. 347,
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From 1742 to 1751, with scarcely a break, All Vardi Khin
was hard pressed both by the Marathas and the Afghins, as wellﬂ

as by the rebellions of his own generals and relatives. Bihar and
Orissa were the two most unruly provinces, but it would be tedious

to describe the revolts, battles and massacres of which jthey were

the scene. Bengal seems to have remained tranquil and loyal

to the Nawab, and it is recorded that, on one oceasion, during

the Maratha wars, the zamindars advanced. to him a crore and

e half of rupees, In 1751, Ali Vardi Khan, now an old man,

, weary of the struggle with the Marathas, came to terms by which

he ceded the province of Orissa, and, in addition, agreed to pay
them annually 12 lakhs of rupees as the ckauth of Bengal, The

five years from this date till his death formed the only quiet
period of his reign. He died in April 1756 in his eightieth
year, and was buried (according to his express wish, at the foet

of his mother) in the garden of Khushbagh, on the nght bank of

the Bhagirathi opposite Motijhil. : -

Stewart, in his History of Bengal, quotes a story, from which gftlﬁtig‘;'

it would appear that Ali Vardi Khan’s attitude to the English English.
was pacifio, and that he sought to avoid any conflict with them.
Mustapha Khan, his principal general, endeavoured to prevail
upon him to expel the English from Calcutta, and seize their
wealth. Receiving no reply to his advice, he urged it again~ -
through the Nawab’s nephews, Nawazish Muhammad and Saiyid
Ahmad. Ali Vardi Khan still returned no answer, but shortly
after said in private to the last named: My ohild, Mustapha
Khan is a soldier, and wishes us to be constantly in need of his
service; but how come you to join in his request? What have.
the Enghsh done against me that I should use them ill? It is
now difficult to extinguish fire on land; but should the sea be in
flames, who can put it out? Never listen to such advice as his,
for the result would probably be fatal.” *‘In oconsequence of
these sentiments,” continues Stewart, the Europeans were little
molested during his government, and were permitted to carry on
their commerce according to the temor of the farmdns they had
received from the Emperor on making the usual present.”

The documents quoted in Mr, Liong’s Selections from anublssked ‘
Records shew, however, that on one occasion at least there was
a serious quarrel between the Nawab and the English. In 1749,
an Enghsh man-of-war seized some vessels laden with the goods
of various Hooghly merchants, Muhammadan and Armenian, and -
also containing things of value belonging to the Nawab. Ali
Vardi Xhan sent a parwana to the Governor of Fort William,
which concluded with the following menace: “As you are not
D 2
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permitted to commit piracies, therefore I now write you that, on
receipt of this, you deliver up all the merchants’ goods and effects
to them, as also what appertains unto me, otherwise you may be
assured a due chastisement in such manner as you least expect.”
The Council first attempted to pacify the Nawab by the present
of .a- fine Arab horse, and conternplated measures of retaliation
against the Armenian merchants of Caloufta, It soon appeared,
however, that Ali Vardi Khan was in earnest. He stopped the
boats which were bringing down their goods, and cut off
the supply of provisions at Daocca, reducing ¢ the gentlemen”
of that place to the greatest straits. He surrounded the factory
at Coss1mbaza.r with troogs, and finally compelled the English to
accept the terms which he dictated. “The English got off a.fter
paying to the Nawab, through the Seths, twelve Iakhs of rupees.” .
On another oocas1on,Ah Yardi Khan demanded -the estate of a

" Musalmin who bad died at Calcutta intestate and without

relatives. In 1751, after his claim had been paltered with for
many years, he again threatened to order en attack on the

. factory at Cossimbagar. The Couucil forthwith paid over the

value of the estate, and were compelled to-add a further sum
on account of interest.

Siraj-ud-daula, or as the name is sometimes spelt Surajah

- Dowlah, wss tho grandson and spoilt darling of Ali Vardi

Khan. The old Nawab-had nominated him as his successor
several years before, and in 1752 or 1753, when Sirij-ud-daula
was only 15 years old, had even placed him on the masrnad. The
first act of Siraj-ud-daula, when freed from restraiot by the

_death of his grandfather, was to storm the palace at Motijhil, and

to wrest from his aunt, Ghasiti Begam, the treasures which it
contained. They amounted to 61 lakhs in gold and silver, while

 the value of the jewels, plate, elephants, ete., was as much more.

These treasures had been accumulated by her busband, Nawazish
Khan, Governor at Dacca, who built for himself a stately palace
on the Motijhil lake, which he ornamented with pillars of black
marble brought from the ruins at Gaur. The young Nawib next
entered on a campaign against the English, whom he was resolved
to drive out of the country. The war began in June 1756 with
the capture of the residency at Cossxmbazar, after which Siraj-ud-
daula marched upon and took Calcutta. It is unnecessary to
repeat the oft-told story of the Black Hole, or to tell of the
recapture of Calcutta by Clive. Suffice it to say that the war
ended in February 1757, when Sirdj-ud-daula signed a treaty by
- which he restored to the English the goods and villages which he
had seized, promised compensation for all that had been damaged
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or destroyed, recognized all their former privileges, and perm.ltted
them to establish a mint and ereet fortifications. - This treaty -
having been signed, a defensive alliance was concluded between
the Enghsh and the Nawab.

A fuller description is required of the capture of Coss1mbazar, cﬂphm of
which is an event of no little interest in the local history. Of peeim
this there is & full contemporary account in the Hastings MSS.
which was first published by Mr. Bevendge inan article entitled
Old Places in Murshidabad, which appeared in the Caloutta Review
in 1892, The paper, which is by an unknown writer, begins with
an account of Sirdj-ud-daula’s accession, his ill-treatment of his
aunt Ghasiti Begam, and his quarrel with the English. " It
then proceeds as follows—the footnotes are reproduced from
Mr. Beveridge’s article :—

“On Monday, 24th May 1756, ia the afternoon, Omar Beg,

a Jamadar, with his forces, about 3,000 horse, came to. Cossim-
bazar by order of the Nawab. On 25th, 200 horse and some
barkanddzes reinforced him in the morning, and in the evening
he was joined by two elephants and another body of forces,
when he endeavoured to force his way in at the factory gate. .
But he was prevented by the Sergeant of the Guard calling the
soldiers to arms, who, fixing their bayonets, kept the gateway.
The Jamadar, finding he could not get in by sarprise, told
them he was not come to fight. The Chief (Mr. Watts)'did -
his utmost to provide a quantity of provisions and water, during
which he met with frequent obstructions. - Upon more forces
advancing, orders were given to load all the great guns with -
grape and round shot, and to keep a good look-out the whole night,

“27th May~The drums .and 8-o’clock gun silenced, and
the gate kept shut, which before was always kept open the
whole day, and upon the enemy's forces daily increasing,
Dr. Forth was sent to the Jamadar to know the Nawab’s intens
tions, which, he informed them, were to attack the factory unless
Mr. Watts went to him and signed such articles as he required.
The Munshi, or Persian interpreter, brought Mr. Watts the same
intelligence, At this time all provisions and water were entirely
stopped, of which there wasa great want, particularly of the
former, as there were a great number of women, children, slaves -
and unnecessary persons in the factory, our complement of men
consisting of 35 Europeans and as many black soldiers, with a_
fow lascars, Messrs. William Watts, Collet and Batson of
Council and Messrs. Sykes, H. Watts and Chambers, writers.
Lieutenant Elliot commanded the artillery, as hkew1se the
military, having his son under him as a volunteer,
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“As it was apprehended, the Nawab had no other intent
than which the former Nawabs had had, viz., to stop the Company’s
business till his demands were complied with, by extorting & snm
of money, letters were addressed him, written in -the most sub-
missive terms, to desire to know in what particulars the English
had giver him offence. But no other reply was sent than that
they must pull down their fortifications, newly built at Perrin’s ®
and the octagon summer house of Mr. Kelsall (which he had
also taken for a fortification by a parcel of shells having been
proved there from time to time), both places adjoining and
within a league of Calcutta. By this time there was near
50,000 men round the factory,and 70 or 80 pieces of cannon
planted against it on the opposite slde, the nver, but not near
enough to do any ‘execution.

“Ist June.—Radhaballabht came to speak thh Mr. Watts,
and brought with him three Jamadars, who all advised him to
go to the Nawab himself, and that everything might be very
easily accommodated. Upon which he was weak enough to
inform them, that if the Nawab would send him a Beetle  as a
token for his safety and security, he would very willingly, and
with pleasure, wait on him. Whereupon Radhaballabh took
" leave and went away, and soon after brought him a Beetle on a
silver dish from the Nawab (at least, as he informed him), and
- in the evening (of) 2nd June, Mr. Wa.tts and Dr. Forth went to
the Nawab in company with Hakim Beg’s son, though the
Military for a long time endeavoured to persuade him to the
* contrary, ray, even refused tolet him go out of the factory.
Upon Mr. Watts going before the Nawab with his hands across,
and a handkerchief wrapt round his wrists, signifying himself
his slave and prisoner (this he was persuaded to do by Hakim
Beg, Radhaballabh and others, who assured him it might be a
means of pacifying the Nawab, his appearing before him in
abject submissive manner), he abused him very much and
ordered him fo be taken out of his sight. Bul Hakim Beg’s son
telling the Nawab he was a good sort of a man and intending,
on hearing of his arrival from Rajmahil, to have come and
embracod his footsteps (kdth bandh ke sahib ka qadambos karnd),
“he ordered him to Hakim Beg’s tent, where he signed a Mochalka
and (was) made tosend for Messrs. Collet and Batson for the
same purpose. But on their arrival they were all three confined.

* The fortification called Perring’s Point, and which was situated at whaf is
now the mouth of the Baliaghata, or Circular Canal, in Chitpar.

+ Orme calls him Rai Dulub. He was the Diwan.

1 This is not & scarabaus, but a p@n or bira (Piper betel).
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The purport of the Mochalka was nearly as follows, viz.,—(1) to
destroy the Redoubt, etc., newly built at Perrin’s near Oalcutta ;-
(2) to deliver up any of his subjects that should flyto us for
protection (to evade justice) on his demanding such subject;
(3) to give an account of the dastaks for several years past,
and to pay asum of money that should be agreed on, for the
bad nse made of them, to the great prejudice of his revenues;
and (4) to put a stop to the Zamindar’s* extensive power,
to the great prejudice of his subjects.

“4th June.~Mr. Collet was sent back to Cossimbazar to
deliver up the factory to the Nawab, which was punctually put
in execution, with all the guns, arms and ammunition, notwith-
standing the soldiers were against it, and congratulated his return
with the respect due only to a chief by drawing up in two lines
for him to pass through.

“5th June.—Mr. Batson was sent back to Ooss1mbazar, and
Mr. Collet demanded, when Mr., Watts and he were informed
they must get ready to go with the Nawab to Caloutta. 'This
morning, upon opening the factory gates, the enemy immediately
entered in great numbers and demanded the keys of the godowns,
both public and private. They no sooner took possession of the
arms and ammunition, but they behaved in a most insolent
manner, threatening the gentlemen to out off their ears, slit
their noses, chabuck them, with other punishments, in order to
extort confession and compliance from them. This behaviour
of theirs lasted till the 8th, when Lieutenant Elliot, having
secreted a pair of pistols, shot bimself through the head. The
gentlemen’s surprise was so great that they instantly sent and
informed the Diwan of what had passed, thinking by that means
to prooure themselves better treatment. He was then searching
and examining the soldiers’ boxes and chests in order to return to
them their clothes and apparel. But on hearing this news, he
-ordered all the Europeans out of the factory, and put them
under a strong guard at Mr. Collet’s house, where they all
remained that night, except Messrs. Sykes and Bafson who
happily found means to make their escape and get to the French
factory.

“ The 9th,—All the prisoners were sent fo” Muxadavad
Cutcherry and put in irons, where they remained ; except (that),
afler 15 days’ confinement, Messrs. H, Watts and Chambers were
permitted to go to either the French or Dutch factories, provilad
those gentlemen would give a receipt for them, to be responsible
for their appearance when demanded by the Nawab.

* This must mean the Zamindar of Calcutta, viz.,, Mr. Holwell,
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10th July~~The military were set  at liberty. As for
the two gentlemen® who were seut to the Aurangs from Cossim-
bazar, they were also released about the same time but plundered,
as those at the factory were, of everything they had.”

‘I'he MS. account gives the following desoription of the factory
and of the events which led to its capture: * The factory is
situated close to the riverside, and consists of four bastionst
mounting each ten guns, nine and six pounders, also two eighteen
pounders to defend the gateway, and a line of 22 guns, mostly
field-pieces, towards the water side. Some time before Cossim-
bazar was attacked (but preparations only making for it),
Mr. Watts acquainted the Governor end Council that he was
told from the Darbar, by order of the Nawab, that he had groeat
reason to be dissatisfied with the late conduct of the English in
general. Besides, he had heard they were building new fortifica-
tions near Calcutta without ever applying to him or consulting
him about it, which he by no means approved of, for he looked
upon us only as a Sett of Merchants, and therefore if we chose to
reside in his dominions under that denomination we were ex-
tremely welcome, but as Prince of the Country he forthwith
insisted on the demolition of all those mew buildings we had
- made. The Nawab at the same time sent, to the President and
Council, Fuckeer Tougar$ with & message much tothe same
purport, which as they did not intend to comply with, looking
upon it as a most unprecedented demand, treated the messenger
with a great deal of ignominy and turned him out of their
bounds without any answer at all; upon which a second messen-
ger was sent to Mr. Drake to tlns effect, that unless upon receipt
of that order he did not immediately begin and pull down those
fortifications, he would come down himself and throw him in
"the river. This messenger was treated as ridiculously as the
other, and an answer sent agreeable thereto, as likewise by a
messenger that was sent some time before to demand the delivery
. up of Kissendasseat. In the meantime we received intelligence
that Cossimbazar factory was surrounded with a large body of
forces and a great quantity of cannon, but the Council were
determined not to submit to the terms proposed, accordingly
directed the Chief at Cossimbazar to make the best defence he

~ could, and promised him succour as soon as the season would
admit of it.” -

# Doubtless Hastings was one of them.

t There is a rough plan of the fort in Tielfenthaler, Vol. I, p.453, plate XXXI.

3 Fakbar Tajar (properly Fakbr-ul-Tajar), the glory of mercpants, a title, I
betieve, of the Armenian merchant Khwaja Wajid, on account of his salt monopoly.
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In the Hastings MSS. there is another paper by Captain
Grant, acting Adjutant-General, which gives an account-of the
defences of Cossimbazar. It runs:—

*“ The surrender of Cossimbazar on the 4th June by the
Chief’s bemg decoyed under many specious pretences to visit the
Nawib in the camp before that place, and on his being made
prisoner, induced to deliver it up, you must be informed of ere
now, we having despatched Patamars (couriers) as soon as we
received the news on the 7th. We may justly impute all our
misfortunes to the loss of that place, as it not only supplied our
enemies with artillery and ammunition of all kinds, but flashed
them with hopes of making as easy a conquest of our chief .
settlement, nnt near so defensible in its then circumstances.
Cossimbazar is an irregular square with solid bastions, each
mounting 10 guns, mostly pine and six lbs., with a saluting
battery on the curtain to tha riverside of £4 guus, from 2 to 4
lbs., and their carriages, when I left the place in October last in -
pretty good order. Besides, eight Cohorn mortars, four and five
inches, with a store of shells and grenades. - Their garrison
consisted of 50 military under the command of Lieutenant Elliot,
a Sergeant Corporal and 3 Matrossy (sic.) of the artillery and 20
good lasoars. The ramparts are seen by two houses which lay
within 20 yards of the walls ; but as each is commanded by 5 guns
from the bastions, the enemy could hardly keep possession of them”’.

In the interval between the capture of Calcutta and -its powntan
recapture by Clive, Sirij-ud-daula found time to crush a rival 05?1‘“,]-
claimant of the Viceroyalty of Bengal. This was his cousin ™ =
Shaukat Jang, Nawab of Purnea, whose pretensions had some
solid basis, for he had received from the Grand Vizier of the
Emperor authority to take over the government of Bengal on
oondition that he sent the treasures of Siraj-ud-daula to Delhi
and paid three crores of rupees annually as revenue. He had
a backing at Murshidabad, where a conspiracy for the overthrow
of Sirdj-ud-daula was set on foot by the discontented courtiers,
headed by Mir Jafar Khén, who had been dismissed from his post
a8 Bakshi or Paymaster-General The plot proved abortive, for
in a battle fought in the Purnea district on 1€th October 1756,
Shaukat Jang was killed and his forces dispersed by era]-ud.
daula. Sné]-ud-daula. had now-no rival to fear: in the words
of Sasrul-Mutikharin—* The rash valour of the young Nawab of
Purnea, in delivering Siraj-ud-danla from the only enemy he had.
to fear in the country, made it clear to all Bengal that the
English were the only power which could bnng about the change
that everyone was longing for.” S
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Next year- a  more formidable confederacy was formed,
the parties to which were the Knglish Council on the one
hand and Mir Jafar-Khan, Jagat Seth, the State banker, and
Radhaballabh (Rai Dulub), the late Diwan, on the other. They
entered info a compact to depose Siraj-ud-daula and set up in
his stead Mir Jafar, who was to grant the English valuable
privileges and distribute large sums of money among them as
the price of his elevation. The plot at one time seemed in

"danger of being exposed by Omichand, one of the intermediaries.

This man had advanced & claim of 30 lakhs compensation for the

~ losses he had sustained when Calcutta was taken, and now threat-

ened to inform the Nawab of the plot unless it was satisfied, Clive
closed Omichind’s mouth by means of a machiavellian trick, He
had two treaties drawn up, one on white paper and the other on
red. The latter guaranteed Omichand’s claim and was shown to
him, The former, which was the real treaty, contained no such
stipulation and was not shown to Omichand. Admiral Watson,
who had not the easy political conscience of the other conspirators,
refused to sign the sham treaty, and his signature was forged.,

On 15th June 1757, Clive advanced against Murshidabad, and
ten days later won the ba.ttle of Plassey. Sirij-ud-daula escaped
from the battle and fled back to his palace at Murshidabad, and

_thence to Bhagwangola, when he embarked. Near Rajmahal he

was recognized by a fakir, whose ears and nose he had had cut off

- for some real or imaginary offence. This man promptly disclosed

the identity of the refugee to the local Governor, who was a
brother of Mir Jafar, and the latter had him arrested and taken
back to Murshidabad. There the wretched captive was assassinat-
ed in the house of Mir Jafar by order of his savage son, Miran.
His corpse was placed on an elephant and, after being paraded
past his mother’s house and through the city, was buried in the
cemetery of Ali Vardi Khan at. Khushbagh. - Thus miserably
perished Siraj-ud-daula in his twentieth year of his life, when
he had been on his throne only 15 months.

On 29th June 1757, six days after the battle of Plassey,
Clive entered the city of Murshidabad, escorted by & guard of
200 Europeans and 300 Sepoys, and took possession of the palace
"and garden of Muradbagh, which had been allotted as his
residence. On the same day he visifed the Nawab’s palace at -

‘Mausurganj and in the hall of audience took Mir Jafar by the

hand, led him to the empty masrad of Siraj-ud-daula and seated
him thereon, He then presented him with a salver of gold
mohurs, and congratulated him on his accession fo the government
of Bengal, Bihar and Orissa.
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After this came the division of the spoils of victory. A
meeting was held at Jagat Seth’s house, at which Omichand was
told that the red treaty was a sham and that he was to get no-
thing. The other conspirators received enormous sums, but, large
as they were, they were small in comparison with the umounts
demanded as compensation for the losses sustained by the
Company and the inhabitants of Calcutta, and aslargess for the-
army and naval squadron. The treasury, which contained 1}
crores, was unequal to the drain upon it, and the English had to
be content with the payment of half the stipulated sums and
a promise of the remainder in three annual instalments. Mir
Jafar thus commenced his rule with an empty exchequer, and
he had not the vigour of character necessary to replenish it.
Preferring the pleasures of the zenana to the cares of govern-
ment, he merely sought to maintain himself by a policy of
subserviency, which earned for him the sobriquet of “Clive’s
jackass.” The ordinary administration and the collection of
the revenue remained in a disorganized state. Not cmly did
he fail to pay off the arrears due to the English, but allowed
the troops to go unpaid. In 1761 they broke out into mutiny
and besieged the Nawab in his palace at Murshidabad. The
English, tired of his incompetency, promptly ordered him to
Oa.lcutta. and set up his son-in-law, Mir Kasim Ali Khan, in
his stead.

Mir Kaeim (Meer Cossim), who had won his way to the Mir
throne by means of intrigues at Calcutta, distributed 20 lakhs f;;iné’s
among the members of Council as the price of his elevation,
and also assigned the Company the revenues of the districts of
Burdwan, Midnapore and Chittagong. One of his first measures
was to remove the seat of government from Murshidabad to .
Monghyr, where he commanded the line of communication
with the north-west. ¢ Leaving his uncle, Mir Turab Ali Khan,
as Deputy Nazim at Murshidabad, Mir Kasim took with him
all his effects, his elephants, horses and treasures, comprising
cash and jewelleries of the harem, and even the gold and silver
decorations of the Imambéra, amounting to several lakhs in
value, and bade farewell to the country of Bengal”? At
Monghyr he remodelled his army on European lines and began
to intrigue with the Nawab of Oudh. He, also took steps to
introduce order and system in the administration, and effected
such reforms in the financial department, that within eighteen
months he discharged the whole of his pecuniary obligations to
the English, and satisfied both his own and his Predecessor’s
troops.
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From the firet he seems to have resolved to establish his inde-
pendence, and to reduce the English to the position which they
occupied in the days of Ali Vardi Khan. The rupture with
- the English was not long delayed, but its immediate cause
may be distinctly traced to the rapacity of the Company’s
gervants. They laid claim to an absolute freedom from transit
duties in all departments of their trade, not only for the
operations of the Company, but also for the speculations of each
individual. These pretensicns could not be resisted, and the state
of affairs that resulted is thus described by Mr. Verelst, who was
himself in Bengal at the time (Ficw of Bengal, pp. 8 and 46) :—
“At this time many black merchants found it expedient to
purchase the name of any young writer in the Company’s service
by loans of money, and under this sanction harassed and - oppress-
ed the natives. . . . A trede was carried on without payment of
duties, in the prosecution of which infinite oppressions were com-
mitted. English agents or gumashtas, not content with injuring
the people, trampled on the authority of Government, binding and
punishing the Nawab’s officers whenever they presumed tfo inter-
fere. This was the immediate cause of the war with Mir Kasim.”

Mr. Vausittart was at this -time Governor of Fort William,
- and it should be recorded  in his honour that he opposed the
- gystem which permitted these abuses. He found, however, cnly
- @ single supporter in the Council, the great Warren Hastings.
The latter was so out-spoken in his protests against the system
by which the people were being oppressed, that he was subjected
_ to insult by his brother-councillors. He was charged, together
with fhe Governor, in a minute delivered by Mr. Batson,
- ¢ with acting the part rather of a retained solicitor of the Nawab
than of a servant of the Company or a British subject”” An
altercation ensued. Mr. Batson -gave him the lie, and struck
him in the presence of the Board. Within less thaa a month, war
was declared against the Nawab by the majority of the Council,
while both the Governor and Warren Hastings stood neutral.
But the news of the expulsion of the English from Patna arrived
at this time, and Warren Hastings recorded his altered views
in the following minute :—* It was my resolution, as soon as a
war should be deolared, to resign the Company’s service, being
unwilling to join in giving authority to past measures of which I
disapproved . . . . But since our late melancholy advices,
it is my intention to join my endeavours for the good of the
gervice as long as the war shall last.”

The immediate cause of hostilities was as follows. Mir Kasim,
after much negotiation, had agreed to a convention, which was
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also accepted by Mr. Vansittart, the Governor, that a duty of

only 9 per cent. should be paid by Englishmen, which was
much below the rate exacted from other traders. This con-
vention, however, was repudiated by the Council at- Qalcutta.

The Nawab, in retaliation, resolved to abandon all duties what-
ever on the transit of goods, and to throw open the trade of

the country., This resolution was even' more disagreeable to

the Company’s servants than the convention. A deputation, -
consisting of Mr. Hay and Mr, Amyatt, was despatched to

Monghyr, but the negotiations were infructuous. The Nawab

seized some boats laden with arms for the Patna factory as. they

were passing up the Ganges under the walls of Monghyr.

Mr. Ellis surprised and took the city of Patna; and Mr. Amyatt,

who was on his return to Caloutta by river, was attacked by the
people of the Nawab and massacred with all his attendants. - The

scene of this tragedy was the beautiful reach of the Bhagirathi

between Murshidabad and Cossimbazar, which also is the mise-en-

scene of Chandra Sekhar, the well-known novel of Bankim
Chandra Chatterji. - :

The war opened favourably for the Nawab. The Knglish at
Patpa were attacked while scattered through the town, over-
powered, and taken prisoners. The whole of Bengal as far
south as the present district of Nadia was ocoupied by his levies.
The Cossimbazar factory was taken by storm, and the survivors
gent to Monghyr to join the English prisoners from: Patna.. The
" successes of the Nawab ended as soon as the English could put -
their forces in the field. A small army under Major -Adams"
recovered. possession of Murshidabad, carrying the enemy’s lines
at Motijhil, and then encountered the main body of the Nawib’s
forces at Qiria near Suti, Though Major Adams had only
3,000 men under him, and the enemy numbered 20,000 horse
and 8,000 foot, drilled and equipped in European fashion, he
boldly attacked them and, after an obstinate fight of four hoars,
completely defeated them. He obtained a second victory at
Udbua Nullah, after which the Nawab retired to Patna, where
hs had his- English prisoners massacred. Patna was taken by
the English in November 1763, and Mir Kasim took refuge with
the Nawab of Oudh. His hopes of restoration were finally
shattered by the battle of Buxar, and he died, in indigence and
obscurity, in 1777 ; the cost of his funeral is said to have been
defrayed hy the sale of two shawls, which formed his scle property.

On the first outbreak of hostilities, the English had resolved Tne end
to depose Mir Kasim, and to place & more complaisant Nawab of Mughal
on the masnad. Negotiations were accordingly openmed with ™ '



46 , MURSHIDABAD.

. Mir Jafar, who was residing for the sake of safety at Calcutta.
He was willing to consent to every demand made upon him,
and was accordingly reinstalled at Murshidabad in July 1763.
The price of this new revolution amounted to more than
£1,700,000; and, in addition, the Company’s servants gained
their main object, the exemption of their own goods from all
duties and the reimposition of the old charges upon all traders
but themselves.. Mir Jafar gained but little by his-abjeot

~ submissiveness, except the transmission of the title to his family.
He was already broken by age and disease, and died in January
1765, leaving a legacy of five lakhs to Clive, whom he called
the “light of his eyes:” with thissum Clive started a fand for
officers and soldiers invalided in the service of the East India
Company, - ) :

Nazim-ud-daula, the eldest surviving son of Mir Jafar, was
chosen by the English to succeed his father. He was about
20 years of age at this time, and died within three years; but
his short rule witnessed one more of the steps by which the
Muhammadan power was gradually superseded. In May 1765,
Lord Clive arrived at Caleutta with full power as Commander-
in-Chief, President, and Governor in Bengal. Within two
months after landing he proceeded to Murshidabad, and there
effected a settlement of the relations between the Nawab and
the Company. The Nawab was required to resign the manage-
ment of the revenues and the command of his troops—in short,
to make over the subdhdar: to the Company. An annual sum of
stkka Rs. 53,86,131 was allowed to him for the expenses of his

court and the administration of justice. He was further .
required to submit to the control of a board of advisers in all
his affairs. - This board was composed of Réija Dulabh Ram,

_Jagat Seth, and Muhammad Reza Khan; and, in addition, an
officer of the Company was always to reside at Murshidabad
and exercise a general superintendence as Resident at the Darbar.
The character of the “young prince may be realized from the
joy with which he accepted these proposals. “Thank God,” he
exclaimed, “ I shall now have as many dencing girls as I like,*”

Lord Clive. next proceeded  to the English camp in the
north-west, and there, on 12th August 1765, received in person

" # The rent-roll, which he abandoned with a light heart, is estimated in Grant’s
Analysis of the Finances of Bengal at Rs. 2,66,24,223. To this total, which was
the revenue of Bengal proper alone, there must be added 65 lakbs proceeding from
Bihar, and 11 lakhs more as the annual revenue of Midnapore, which was then
the only portion of Orissa which recognised Muohammadan authority. The total
effective income of Bengal with its dependencies in 1765 was about three crores
and 32 lakhs of sikka rupees, or nearly 3§ millions sterling.
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from the Emperor, Shah Alam, the grant of the Diwani or-
financial administration of Bengal, Bibar and Orissa. Thus -
was instituted the dual system of government by which the
English, as Diwéan, received the revenues and undertook to
maintain the army, while the Nawab, as Nazim, remained
vested with the crimipal jurisdiction: the actual collection of
_the revenues, however, still remained for seven more years in
the hands of Indian officials.

In the following year Lord Clive took his seat as Diwén at
Motijhil and in concert with the Nawab, who sat as Nazim,
opened the punya or ceremony of commencing the anuual
collections of revenue, in full Darbar. On 8th May 1766, a
few days after this ceremony, Nazim-ud-daula died suddenly,
and was succeeded by Saif-ud-daula, his brother, a youth of
sixteen. By the treaty with the Company which placed
him on the masnad, bis apnual *stipend ”’ was fixed at sikka
Rs. 41,86,131. He died of small-pox in 1769, the year
of the great famine, and Mubarak-ud-daula, another son of
Mir Jafar, a child of a few yesrs of age, was appointed
Nawab., On his accession, the Governor and Council of Fort
William sagreed to pay him en annual “stipend” of sikka
Rs. 31,81,891, but in 1771 the Court of Directors, under the
pressure of peouniary embarrassments, availing themselves of the
plea of his childhood, ordered it to be reduced to sixteen lakhs
of rupees, at which snm it stood until 1882,

The Court of Directors in England had now resolved on a
new policy, to which the infandy of the Nawab readily lent itself.
They determined to “stund forth as Diwan, and by the agency -
of the Compeny’s servants to take upon themselves the entire
care and management of the revenues.” This resolution was
formed in 1771, and Warren Hastings, the first Governor-General
of Bengal, was "to carry it into effect. On 13th April 1772, he
arrived in Calcutta, and before that month was out, the great
reform had been effected. Muhammad Reza Khan, the Naib
Diwan at Murshidabad, and Raja Shitab Rai, who filled the
same office at Patna, were both suddenly arrested and brought
down as prisoners to Calcutta. Their offices were abolished,
and the Council, with Hastings at its head, was constituted a
Board of Revenue, assisted by an Indian functionary who was
termed Rai Rayan. The exchequer and treasury were removed
to Calcutta and also the Nizamat Sadar Adalat, or Supreme
Oriminal Court, over which the President and Council assumed .
control. But it was soon found that this additional duty
involved too great™ a respomsibility, and in October 1775 the
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Court of Nizimat Adalat was moved back to Murshidabad,

and again placed under the control nf Muhammad Reza Khan

" as Naib Nazim, There was yet one more step to be taken.

Lord Cornwallis, in 1790, announced that he had *resolved to
accept the superintendence of the administration of criminal
justice throughout the provinces.” The Nizimat Adalat was a
second time transferred from Murshidibad to Caloutta, to consist
of the Governor-Geueral and members of the Supreme Council
assisted by the chief Indian law officers, and (in 1793) four
Courts of Circuit, each superintended by a covenanted servant
of the Company, were established for the trial of cases mot
punishable by the Magistrates.

‘The .only function of Government that remained te the
Muhammadans was thus transferred directly into English hands,
The city’ of Murshidabad ceased to bear the semblance of
a capital; and the Nawab lost the last shadow of his euthority.
From this date the words of Lord Macaulay become strictly
applicable. ¢ The heir of Mir Jafar still resides at Murshida-
bad, ‘the ancient capital of his house, still bears the title of
Nawab, is still accosted by the English as ¢ Your Highness,’
and is still suffered to retain a portion of the regal state which
surrounded his ancestors, A pension is annually paid to him
by the Government . . . . Buthe has not the smallest

share of political power, and is in fact ouly a noble and wealthy

- subject.”

EARLY
BRITISH
ADMIKIS.

TRATION.

TRevenue
Zouncils.

For some time after the acquisition of the Diwani by the
East India Company, the direct revenue administration remained
in the hands of the Musalman officials, but a Resident was
stationed at Murshidabad to be present at the Darbar of the
Nawabh and to control the finances. In 1769 English officers,
called Supervisors, were appointed by Mr Verelst with powers of
superintending the officers actually engaged in collecting the
revenue. The supreme revenue authority was the Select Com-
mittee, which corresponded directly with the Supervisors, but in

-the distriots of Bengal proper the Resident at the Darbar, who

at this time was Mr. Richard Becher, exercised a good deal of

~ authority over them and appears to have referred little to Calcutta.
-Towards the end of the year 1770 two new bodies called

Comptrolling Gouncils of Revenue were set up at Murshidabad
and Patna with superior authority over the Supervisors. That
at Murshidibad consisted of Richard Becher, who was Chief, and

. three other members, viz., John R3eed, James Laurell and John

Graham. Muhammad Reza Khan, the Naib Diwan, also attend-
ed the meetings regularly. Becher being ill at Balasore when
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tbe Comptrolling Council was constituted, Mr. Reed pres1deii'
over the first meeting, which was held on 27th September 1770,
Becher arrived at Murshidabad on 12th November and three days.
later presided over the Council for the first time, but retired
from the post on 24th December 1770. The Comptrolling Council
which was in fact an intermediate revenue authority, continued to
exercise power for two years, subject to the control of the Select
Committee until April 1771, and then of the Comptrolling Com-
mittee of Revenue, which was now appointed with supreme
authority in revenue matters. It met for the last time in
September 1772. On 10th October 1772 the Comptrolling Com-
mittee was superseded by the Revenue Board, which, under the
recommendation of the Committee of Circuit at Murshldabad '
was to consist of the whole Council at Calcutta. ‘

In 1772, soon after Warren Hastings first took his seat a‘sﬂ’:tef oo
President of Council, it was decided to appoint & committee, Circuit.
of which he was to be President, © to make a settlement in certain
districts of the Bengal Soubada.ry » The Committee of Circuit
started in June 1772, as appears from a letter of Warren Hastings
(quoted in Gleig’s Memoirs of Waurren - Hastings, Volume I,
page 260), in which he says: *“ On the 8rd June I set out with
' the Committes. We made the first visit to Kissennagor, the

capital of Nadia, and formed the settlement of that district,
farming it in divisions for five years. We proceeded next to
the city, where we arrived till the last of the month,” The
Committee, which first sat at Krishnagar on the 10th of Juue,
consisted of Warren Hastings as President and Philip Milner
Dacres, James Laurell and John Graham. Samuel M1ddleton,
who was one of the members, could not attend, as be was busy- in
¢ the city, > i.e., Murshidsbad, getting together the necessary
papers for the settlement of the *“Huzoor Zillahs.” The district
of Nadia having been duly settled, the Committee went on to
Cossimbazar, where they were joined by Mr. Middleton. The
first meeting of the Committee at Cossimbazar, of which there is
a record, was held on 7th July, and the last on 17th September
1772. Warren Hastings left the Committee on the 14th Septem-
ber to proceed to Calcutta, while Samuel Middleton remained
behind to take up his new appointments as Resident at the
Darbar, Collector of Rajshahi, and Chief of Cossimbazar; and the
circuit was continued by Messrs, Dacres, Laurell and Graham.
During the time the Committee sat at Murshidabad it resotved on
many important measures, the execution of which changed the
system of revenue administration.

Between 1772, when the Comptrolling Council of Revenue The
at Murshidabad was dissolved, and 1774, when the Provmcm.l Resident.

B



50 MURSHIDABAD,

' Councll of Revenue at Murshidabad was constituted, the Resident

at the Darbar (Samuel Middleton) had charge of the ocollections of
the districts which had already been controlled from Murshidabad
and occupied a position that was practically that of a Commissioner,
as all the Collectors of the distriets concerned ( ¢ Chunacolly,
Luskerpore, Ruckenpore, Rajmahal, Purnea, Dinajpore, Jahan-
girpore™) corresponded through him with headquarters. The

Resident continued to exercise these powers till December 1773, -

* and it was not till February 1775, when Edward Baber, the

" Appoint.
ment of
Collectors,

then Resident at the Darbar, became Chief of the Provincial
Council of Revenue, that the Resident became solely a Political
Agent.

In 1772 it was decided that the English Supervisors should
be designated Collectors, and an Indian officer, with the title of

"-Diwan, was attached to each for the joint control of the reve-
nues. Next year, it having been resolved that the Collectors should

be withdrawn from their districts and replaced by Indian dmils,
a new system of control was formulated. In Bengal it was
decided to establish—(1) A Committee of Revenue at the
Prémdencj, consisting of two members of Council and three

~ other senior officers, for conducting the current business of the

oollections of the metropolitan districts with the Ray Rayan as
Diwian. (2) Councils of Revenue, consisting of a Chief and four
senior officers with an Indian Diwan, at Burdwan, Murshidabad,
Dinajpore and Dacca. The Murshidabad Provincial Council of
Revenue was to deal with the following districts : ¢ Radshahy
East and West divisions, . Rackenpore, Chunacolly, Luskerpore,
Jahanguirpore, Khas Talooks, Rajmahal and Boglipore including
the annexations lately made to the latter from Monghyr,
Carrickpore, Juugletery, and d1str1cts under the management of
Mr. Brooke.”*

'The Pro,vmcw.l Councﬂs, which started work in 1774, were
abolished in 1781, when their functions were transferred to a
new Committee of Revenue at Calcutta, and Collectorships were
reinstituted, the President of each of the Provincial Courcils offi-
ciating as Collector under the Committee’s control. The designa-

_tion of the Committee of Revenue was changed to Board of

Revenue in 1786, and at the same time the Collector was
vested _with the powers of Civil Judge and Magistrate. In
thé'"city of Murshidabad, however, separate arrangements were
made, there being a District Court, superintended by a Judge and
Magistrate, for the administration of justice within ifs limits.

# 1 am {ndebted for the information coniained in the above account of early

| British administration to a report on the Records of Bengal by Mr. A. P. Mud.
. dunan, CI.E,
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At this time the zamindaris of Birbhim and Bishnupur (now
in the districts of Birbhim and Bankura) were included i the
jurisdiction of the Collector of Murshidabad. They formed the
most difficult part of his charge, for the land had suffered
grievously from the great famine of 1770, and distress and desti-
tution drove the people to acts of lawlessness and . violence, in
which disbanded soldiers lent willing and expert assistance.
Armed bands roved through the country, and in May 1785 the
Collector was forced to report that the civil authorities were
“destitute of any force capable .of making head against such an
armed multitude.” He therefore asked for troops to act against
the banditti, who were gathered in bands four hundred strong.
Next month their number had risen to ¢ near a thousand people,”
and they were preparing for an organised raid on the low-
lands. The state of affairs was even worse next year, for
the marauders had established permanent camps and even inter-
copted the revenue on its way to the treasury. It was clear
that the system under which two such distant tracts as Birbhim
and Bishnupur were administered from Murshidabad could
continue no-longer, and that they required a responsible officer
who could deal with them on the spot. Accordingly, in Novem.
ber 1786, Mr, Foley was sent to Birbhiim and Mr. Pye to
Bishnupur, and in 1787 the two were united in one district,
Mzr, Pye being ¢ confirmed Collector of Bishenpore in addition to
Beerbhoom heretofore superintended by G. R. Foley Esq.”* -

The first organized outbreak of the sepoys in the Mutiny of mormy or
1857 took place at Berhampore, which at the time was cantoned 1857
by the 19th Regiment of Native Infantry, a corps of irregular
cavalry, and two 6-pounder guns manned by native gunners.
The following account of the outbreak is quoted from Forrest’s
History of the Indian Mutiny :—*The rumours regarding the
greased cartridge did not take long in reaching Berhampore.
Early in February, a Brahman pay-havildir, a man of good
character, said to Colonel Mitchell, commanding the 19th Regi-
ment Native Infantry: ¢What is this story everybody is talking
about, that Government intends making the native army use cows’
and pigs’ fat with the ammaunition for their new rifles?” = Colonel
Mitchell asked bim if he believed there was any truth in the
report ; he replied he could not believe it. On the 24th of Feb-
ruary, asmall detachment of the 34th Native Infantry reached
the station, and they were anxiously questioned by the men of
the 19th as to the truth of the story regarding the greased
cartridges. What they heard re-awakened their fears. Next

* Hunter’s Annals of Rural Bengal.

£ 2
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day, when Colonel Mitchell ordered a parade for exercise
with' blank ammunition for the following morning, the men
refused to receive the percussion caps served out to them
in the evening, saying ¢ there was a doubt how the cartridges
were prepared.” TUpon receipt of this intelligence, Colonel
Mitchell went down with. the Adjutant to the lines, and
called up all the native commissioned officers in front of the
quarter-guard, and explained to them that the “cartridges about
to be served out inr the morning were the cartridges made up by
the 7th Regiment Native Infantry upwards of a year ago, and
that they bad better tell the men of their companies that those
who refused to obey the orders of their officers were liable to the
severest punishment. Two of the native officers afterwards swore
that he said that they must take the cartridges, otherwise they
would be sent to Burma or China. where they would die; but the
statement was contradicted by their commanding officer. Colomel
Mitchell, after ordering a morning parade of all the troops,
returned home. About ten or eleven at night, as he was falling
asleep, he heard the sound of drums and shouts proceeding from
the lines. ¢I dressed immediately, went over to my Adjutant’s
quarters, and directed him to asserble all the officers at my quar-
" ters quietly. I then went to Captain Alexander, and directed
him to bring bis cavalry as soon as possible into cantonments,
“and to beready at some distance on the right of our lines. I then
went to the artillery lines and got the detachment of artillery,
‘guns and emmunition ready for immediate action. I must
explain that by the time I got to the Adjutant’s quarters, the
drill-havildar of the regiment was making his way to the
Adjutant’s quarters. I asked what was the disturbance in the
lines ; be said ‘the regiment. had broken open the bells-of-arms,
and had forcibly taken possession of their arms and ammunition,
and that they had loaded their muskets. Assoon asI got the
cavalry and artillery ready, I marched down with the officers of
the regiments to the lines. I found the men in undress formed
in line and shouting. Some voices among,them called on ‘Do
not come on, the men will fire.’

“ Colonel Mitchell then loaded the guns with grape, and,
leaving them in range, dismounted some of the troopers, and
marched down onthe men. He sounded the officers’ call, on
which a number of native officers and sepoys surrounded him.
He demanded the meaning of the disturbance. The native
officers made all kinds of excuses, begging that he would not
be violent with the men. He then addressed them, and pointed -
out the absurdity of their fears and the gravity of their offence.

-
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¢I told the officers they must immediately call upon the men to
lay down their arms ; the native officers told me the men ~would
not do so in the presence of the guns and cavalry, but if I would
withdraw them, they would go quietly to their lines.. This was
about three in the morning. I ordered a parade at sunrise,
and retired, sending the cavalry to their lines and the guns to-
the magazine.” The next morning the regiment fell in for
parade without a symptom of insubordination. - After inspectionpy
Colonel Mitchell had the Articles of 'War rea.d to the men,
saluted the colours, and dismissed them.

“ The action of Colonel Mitchell was severely eriticised at the
time, It has been urged that he should have made no concession
to the demand of sepoys with arms in their hands and in
open mutiny, Colonel Mitchell, however, in his defence before
the court of inquiry held to iuvestigate his conduct, maintained .
that he made no compromise with the men, and that bhefore
he ordered the guns and cavalry off, the native officers declared
to him that some of the companies had lodged their arms, and
that the rest were doing so. The Governor-Genersl, in his minute
referring to the proceedings of the court, remarked : -¢It is
no doubt true that there was no arranged bargain between
Lieutenant-Colonel Mitchell and his men; but whereas it was
his duty to listen to no proposals, and to accept no assurances,
until he had satisfied himself, through his European officers,
that every musket in the ranks was laid down, he did yield . to
representations made on behalf of a regiment in mutiny, with
arms in its hands, and he did so in order to obtain from them
that which he ought to have exacted as an act of obedience.
It is impossible not to view the mode in which Lieutenant- -
Colonel Mitohell withdrew the coercing force as a triumph to the
mutinous sepoys.”” It must, however, be borne in mind that
Colonel Mitchell had only 200 men to coerce 800 sepoys, and, as
he told the court of inquiry, he was uncertain ®whether, if it
came to a fight, we were able to coerce the men of the 19th Native
Infantry, and that I was in consequence exceedingly desirous of
avoiding a colligion.” The subsequent career of the native
cavalry and artillery renders it probable that had Colonel Mitchell
resorted to force, the men would have joined the revolted regiment,
and therefore the course he adopted may he regarded as prudent.
But the Indian Empire was won by rash and daring deeds,” ,

. After this brief emewte, the sepoys remained quiet -and
continued to discharge their duties without any insubordination. -
So far indeed from attempting to break out again, they submitted
a petition to the Governor-General offering to" proceed to China
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~ or to serve anywhere on land or sea, if they were pardoned.

ForMa.
TION OF
THE
DISTRICT,

- Their previous insubordination could not, however, be overlooked,

and, as a punishment, they were marched down to Barrackpore
and there disbanded on -31st March. No further trouble was
experienced in the cantonment or in the town of Murshidabad,
though some seditious placards were posted up in the latter;
until 23rd June, when a panic broke out owing to a rumour that

- the 63rd Native Infantry and the 11th Irregular Cavalry, which

were cantoned there, had mutinied. Quiet was soon restored,
and further confidence was given to the people by the despatch
to Berhampore of detachments of two European regiments (Her
Majesty’s 84th and 25th), of whom part were sent by steamer
to Alatoli (Bhagwingola) on the right bank of the Ganges, and
thence conveyed by elephants ard carriages rapldly and secretly
to their destination. The remainder were sent up in brake-vans
with four horses each, and, mnotwithstanding the difficulty of
rapid travelling during the rainy season, arrived speedily and

' nnexpectedly at Berhampore. At the end of December there was

‘again some suspicion of the loyalty of the sepoys at Berhampore,

“and a body of 100 European sailors was therefore sent up as a

precautionary measure ; but these fears proved groundless. In his

final minate on the Mutmy the Lieutenant-Governor, Sir F. J,
- Halliday, summarized the position as follows :—‘ Berhampore,

garrisoned by native troops, both cavalry and infantry, was resoued
from threatened danger, first by the rapid despatch of European
troops by land and by steamer, and secondly by the prompt and
well-conceived measures for disarming the native garrison.”

1t has already been mentioned that the zamindaris of B hiim
and Bishnupur, which now form a-large part of the present
districts of Birbhiim and.Bankura, were included in Murshi-
dabad, but were formed into an independent district in 1787,

-Other considerable changes appear to have taken place at the

samé time. In 1786, Mr. Dawson, then Chief of Murs idabad,

- declared that his jurisdiction was become “so changed from what

it formerly was, that had I all the plans that at various times
have been made thereof before me, it would be difficult to point

‘out with any degree of accuracy my mutilated Chlefsh1p, 80

intersected it is and interspersed.”” The former pre-eminence of

‘Murshidabad came to be so far forgotten, that in 1806 it seems

to have been proposed to do away with it altogether as a separate

‘Collectorate. The office of Judge and Magistrate of the district

of Murshidabad was for the time abolished, but in the end “it

‘was deemed inadvisable to transfer the collections of Murshidabad

to the charge of the Collector of Birbhiim.” ~ The result of these
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many ohanges was to cause discrepancies between the areas
comprised under the revenue and the criminal jurisdiotion, The
revenue area depended upon the old parganas or fiseal divi-
sions, which continued to pay their revenue into the treasury of
the district to which they were attached, however subdivided and
scattered they might have become. The area of the criminal
jurisdiction was determined simply by motives of administrative
convenience and the necessity of more effectually suppressing
of crime in remote parts of the district.

The difficulties caused by these anomalies of jurisdiction long
continued, chiefly on the southern and western frontiers of the
distriot. The Revenue Surveyor in 1857 stated that Le had
found in Murshidabad lands belonging to estates that' paid

evenue to the Collectorates of Dacca and the 24-Parganas. In

1870 it was reported:—*‘The boundary line to the west is
most confused, lands belonging to one distriet being frequently
found within the boundary of another, In fact, boundary-line on
this side there is none. The question whether & particular village
belongs to Murshidabad or to Birbhiim has often to be -decided
by a reference to the survey records.” At the same period, there
were 1no less than 18 parganas which were altogether beyond the
civil and magisterial jurisdiction of Murshidabad, but in which
most of the villages were subject to the fiscal authority of its
revenue officials. |

In the year 1872 important rectifications of the boundary
were effected between Murshidabad and Birbhiim, and the old
sources of perplexity were in large part removed. By a notifica~
tion of Government, dated 11th February 1875, and published
in the Calcutia Gazette of the 24th of that month, the north-
eastern, eastern, and south-eastern boundaries were fixed by the
flowing streams of the Ganges or Padma and the Jalangi; and
such villages of the district of Malda as lay to the right bank of
. the former river were transferred to Murshidabid. The bounda-
ries on the south were also simplified. A very extensive change
was also effected on the west, where thirty-nine villages were
transferred to Murshidabad from Birbhiim, and seven villages
from the Sonthal Parganas. Laterin the same year, by a notifica-
tion dated 80th October, which was published in the Caleutta
Gazette of 10th November, further changes were made on the
western frontier, no less than 170 villages being transferred from
Murshidabad to Birbhiim. The last extensive change of jurisdic-
tion took place in 1879, when thana Barwdn, with an area of
108 square miles, was transferred to Murshidabad from Birbhiim,
while thanas Rampur Hat and Nalhati (including the present
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. thana of Murara1), which formed part of the Lalbagh subdivision

of Murshidabad, were added to Birbhiim.

This chapter may be concluded by & brief account of the
Nawabs subsequent to Mubarak-vd-daula, to which will be added
a sketch of the history of the Seths of Murshidabad, who
played an important part in the history of that city.

- Mubéarak-ud-daula ‘was succeeded in 1793 by bis eldest ¢on,

" Babar Jang, who died in 1802. Viscount Valentia, who visited

Murshidabad in 1802 and had an interview with Mam Begam,
the widow of Mir Jafar, as well as with the Nawab, has left an
interesting account cf the latter in his Voyages and Travels by the
Ganges. He describes the palanquin of the Nawab as being
all of cloth of gold, with panels of glass, and doors of the same
material, and states that the magnificent jewels which the
Nawib was wearing at the time of his visit had been taken out
of pawn for the occasion, and that the creditors were waiting
downstairs to get them back sgain on his departure. There is
little of interest to record regarding the next three Nawabs, viz.,
Ali Jah (1810—21), Wala Jah (1821—24) and Humayun Jah
(1824 —38).. The present palace at Marshidabad was built during
the time of Humaiyun Jah, who purchased from the East India
Compeany the old court houses at Fendalbagh and converted the
grounds into a garden. oo

The last of the fawily who enjoyed the title.of Nawab Nasim

" of Bengal was Feredun Jah (or Saiyid Mansur Ali Khan), who

succeeded his father Huméayun Jah in 1838, when he was
nine years of age. At that time the Nawab's stipend stood
at the old figure of 16 lakhs, of which 7} lakhs were allotted .
for his personal expenditure : from the remainder were paid the
stipends of ' collateral branches of the family, and the balance
constituted - a deposit fund. This stipend was subsequently
reduced, and certain privileges enjoyed by former Nawabs were
abrogated. He was refused control over the Nizimat deposit
fund, and his exemption from personal appearance in the civil
courts was cancelled. His salute of 19 guns was moreover
reduced to 18 guns, but was restored fo the old number after
the Mutiny in recognition of the services which he rendered
by throwing the weight of his influence into the scales on the

‘side of place and order. “I must,” wrote Bir Frederick Halliday,
Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, in his final minute on the

Mutiny, “ do the Nawab the justice fo say that he has throughout
conducted himself with the utmost loyalty, giving all the assist-
ance in his power, and always showing himself ready to anticipate
any requisition on the part of Government.”
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In 1869 the Nawab went to England to represent his
grievances to the House of Commons, whwh in 1871 rejected
his appeal by a majority of 57 votes. He continued to reside
in England, and ia the meantime his affairs became so heavily
involved that a Commission had to be appointed to agrange with
his creditors.- By a formal deed executed on the 1st November
1880 he resigned his position and title, and renounced all right of
interference with the affairs of -the Nizimat in consideration of
an annual stipend of £10,000, the payment to him of 10 lakhs
of rupees in settlement of various miscellaneous claims, and a -
suitable provision for his children born in England. -The title
of Nawab of Murshidabad was conferred on Saiyid Hasan Al
Khan, his eldest son, and the title of Nawab Nazun became
extinct. The Nizamat deposit fund ceased to exist, the office of
Agent to the Governor-General was abolished, and the allowances
to the various members of the Nizimat family were in future
to be paid to:them direct by the Cnllector of Murshidabad.
Feredun Jah (Maunsur Ali Khan) returned to India in ‘1881 and
died of cholera ‘at Murshidabad on the 5th November 1884.
He was buried in the family cemetery at Jafarganj in the only
available space left in the line of tombhs of Nawab Nazuns, but the
"~ remnains were subsequently re-interred at Karbela in accordance
with his will. Iis eldest son, Saiyid Hasan Ali, was given
the hereditary title of Nawab Bahddur of Murshidabad in
February 1882, and that of Amir-ul-Omrah in July 1897, with
the rank of the Premier Noble of Bengal. Subsequently
provision was made, by Act XV of 1891, and an indenture
attached to the Aect, for the support and maintenance of the
Nawab - Bahadur and of the honour and dignity of his station,
He was succeeded by his eldest son, Wasif Ali Mirza Bahadur
(born on the 7th January 1875), the present Nawab Bahadur
of Murshidabad, who was made K.CS.L in 1999 and X.C.V.O,
in 1912. His full title is Itisham-ul-mulk, Rais-ud-Daula,
Amir-ul-Omrah, Nawib Sir Asif Qadr Saiyid Wasif Ali Mirza
Khan Babadur, Mahabat Jang, Nawab Bahadur: of Murshida-
bad, k.c.v.0., K.G5.I,

The hlstory of the Seths of Murshidabad is: connected with Taz |
some of the most critical revolutions in Bengal during - the Sems op
18th century. They owed their influence “to their position as asap,
bankers and financiers. They were, in fact, predominant in
the sphere of Indian finance: Burke said of them that * their
transactions were as extensive as those of the Bank of England,”
and they have been not unworthily styled ¢ the Rothschilds of
India.”” The designation by which -they are commonly known,
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viz,, Jagat Seth, is, it may be explained, not a personal name
but a title, meaning ¢ Banker of the World,” which was conferred
by {he Mughal Emperor,

They belonged to the well-known tribe of Mirwans, the
Jews of Indm, 88 they have been called, whose hereditary
enterprise ocarries them as traders to every part of the country.
The original home of the family is said to have be¢n at Nagar,
a town in the Rajput State of Jodhpur. Towards the close of
the seventeenth century, Hirdnand Saho, whom the Seths regard
as the founder of their family, migrated from his native city and
settled at Patna, which was one of the greatest trade centres
- in the lower valley of the Ganges. To Hiranand S&ho were born
seven sons, who seem to bave all followed their father's profes-
sion, and established banking firms in different parts of India.
The eldest of the seven, Manik Chand; betook himself to Dacca,
which was as that ‘time the seat of the Muhammadan Govern-
ment, ‘and the natural centre of attraction to an enterprising
" man. When Murshid Kuli Khan transferred the capital to
‘Murshidabad, the banker followed his patron, and became the
most influential personage at the new court.

It would seem that Manik Chand was the ngbt—hand man of
the“Nawab in his financial reforms, and also in his private
affairs, The establishment of the mint at Murshidabad, by
which the city was conspicuously marked as the new capital of
Bengal, was rendered easy by the command of specie possessed
by the banker. The same qualification perhaps suggested, as it
certainly facilitated, the fundamental change introduced by
Murshid Kuli Khin, in accordance with which the zamindars,
or other collectors of revenue, paid the land tax by monthly
instalments at Murshidabad. These payments passed through
the hands of Manik Chand, and it was through him also that
the annual revenue of one crore and fifty lakhs of rupees
was. annually remitted to the Mughal Ewmperor; whether in
specie, as stated in Muhammadan accounts of the rule of Marshid .
Kuli Khan or in drafts and orders, drawn by Manik Chand on
the corresponding firm of his brother in Dalhi, as is suggested in
the family history and as certainly appears to have been the case
after the death of Murshid Kuli Khan.* The coffers of Manik
Chand were, moreover, the depositary of the private hoards of
Murshid Kuli Kban; and on the death of the latter it is

& According to the Rigazu-s-Salatin the revenne was sent in a convoy of 200

waggons escorted by 600 horse and 500 foot daring the rale of Murshid Kuli Khan,

but under his successor was ' remitted to the Imperial treasury th:ough the
banking agency of Jagat Seth Fathl Chaud,”
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said that five crores of rupees remained still unpsid. Under
.these circumstances, it is easy to believe that the influence of
the banker became almost as great as that of the @overnor.
On the one hand, Murshid Kuli Khan is said to have obtained
for Manik Chand the title of ¢ Seth” or banker from the Emperor
Farrukhsiyyar, in 1715, On the other hand, it is asserted in
the family bistory that Manik Chand had previously helped
Murshid Kuli to purchase the continuaunce of his office as Nawab
of Bengal after the death of Aurangzeb. It is at least certain
that from this time the banker and his descendants were recog-
nised as members of the Nawab’s Council, that their influence
was of chief importance in deciding the result of every dynastic
revolution, and that they were in constant communication with
the ministers of the Delhi Court.- '
Manik Chand, having no children, adopted bis nephew Fathi
Chand, the head of the firm at Delhi, who had also received the
title of Seth, The latter was in high favour with the Emperor
Farrukhsiyyar, who was under heavy pecuniary obligations to
the firm. Manik Chand died, full of wealth and honours, in
1722 ; and his adopted son at once took his position as the richest
banker in India end the most influential man in matters of
finance. In 1724, on the occasion-of his first visit to Delhi, the
Emperor Muhammad Shah conferred on him the title of ¢ Jagat -
Seth,” or “the banker of the world.” According to another
geoount, this title was granted by Farrukhsiyyar; but it is
admitted by all that Fathi Chand was the first of the family to
bear the name of Jagat Seth, which has since become so well
known in history. On the death of Murshid Kuli Khan,in
1725, the new Nawab, Shuja-ud-daula, appointed Fathi Chand
to be one of his four Councillors of State, and seems to have
submitted to his a.dvxce during the fourteen years of his peaceful
rule.
. On the accession of Sarfaraz Khan in 1739, the banker -
retained his position in the Council ; but the voluptucus passions
of the Nawab led to a rupture, which is thus described in
Orme’s History of British India :—* There was a family of Gentoo
merchants at Muxadavad, whose head, Juggut-Seat, had raised
himself from no consxdera.ble origin to be the wealthiest banker
in the empire, in -most parts of which he had agents supplied
with money for remittances, from whom he constantly received
good intelligence of what was transacting in the governments in
which they were settled. In Bengal .his influence was equal to
that of any officer of the administration ; for, by answering to the
treasury as security for most of the renters farming the lands of
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the _province, he knew, better than any one, all the details of the
revenues ; while the great oirculation of wealth which he com-
manded rendered his assistance mnecessary in every emergency
of expense. His eldest son was married to & woman of exquisite
beauty, the report alons of which inflamed the cariosity of the
Nawib so much, that he ivsisted on seeing her, although he knew
the disgrace which would be fixed on the family by showing a
wife unveiled to & stranger. Neither the remonstrances of the
father, nor his power to avenge the indignity, availed to divert
the Nawab from this insolent atd futile resolution. The young
woman was sent to the palace in the evening, and, after staying
there a short space, returned, unviolated indeed, but dishonoured,
to her husband.” Such is the cause commonly assigned to
account for the fact that Jagat Seth fell away from the Nawab
Sarfardz Khén, the last heir of the great Murshid Kuli Khan,
the patron of his famﬂy, and allied himself with Ali Vardi Khan.
The Seth family give enother explanation, which they regard
as more honourable to their ancestor. \ They say that Murshid
Kuli Khan had, in the course of business, deposited with Manik
Chand a sum of seven orores of rupees, which had never been
ropaid. 'When Sarfaraz Khan, on his accession, pres-ed for pay-
ment, Fathi Chand.begged for a reasonable period for its
liquidatiox, and, in the meanwhile, leagued himself with Ali
Vardi Khan, who was already preparing for revolt in Bihar.
The successful issue of this revolution has already been
described.

- Fathi Chand died in the year 1744, a.nd was succeeded in his
title of Jagat Seth: by his grandson, Mahtab Rai. His two sons
had died in his lifetime, but each had left a son; and the two
cousins, Mahtab Rai, the son of the elder btother, and Swarup
Chand, the son of the younger, who received the title of Maha-
raja, were joint heirs of his weaith, They are said to have
possessed a capital of ten crores of rupees, or ten millions sterling,
and tradition estimates their wealth by saying that they could
have, if they chose, blocked up with rupees the head of the
Bhagirathi at Suti. That the stories of their riches are not idle
is clear from the account given in the Sair-ul Mutakharin :—

« Mahtab Rai and Raja Swartp Chand were both grandsons
to Jagat Seth Fathi Chend by two brothers, whodied both in
- the time of Shuja Xhan, Viceroy of Bengal ; so that his fortune,
which was hterally immense, and past all belief, passed to those
his grandsons, who, in Ali Vardi Khan’s time, lived in Bengal
with so much credit and authority as is bardly credible at such
a distance of time. Their riches were so great that no such
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bankers were ever seen in Hindustin or the Deccan, nor was
there any banker or merchant that could stand a comparison
with them all over India. It is even certain that all the bankers
of their time in Bengal were either their factors, or some of
their famlly Their wealth may be guessed by this faet. In
the first invasion of the Marathas, and when Murshidabad was
not yet surrounded by walls, Mir Habib, with a party of their
best horse, having found means to fall upon that city, before Ali
Vardi Khan could come up, carried from Jagat Seth’s house
two orores of rupees, in Arcot coin only,” and this prodigious
sum did not affect the two brothers, more than if it had been
two trusses of straw. They continued to give afierwards to
Government, as they had done tefore, bills of exchange called
darsanis of one crore at a time, by which words is mea