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If you woke up to-morrow in Japan C?r 
China, just how would you shift for your
self, and how much would you understand 
of everything you saw l The full strange
ness of life· In the Far East Is conveyed by 
Mr. Pyke In this vivid and Intimate book 
of travel. His writing Is subtly evocative, 
and In a few words he conjures up a com
plete picture of the Monastery of Secluded 
Light with its blue-robed pilgrims, of a 
sordid street In Shanghai, or of the ex
quisite Japanese countryside. He i~ as 
Informative as he Is descriptive though•: 
and gives the reader much foodfor thought 
in his account of the gradual penetration 
of Western ideas and culture Into the almost 
mediaeval and feudal civiffzatlon of China 
and Japan. 
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PREFATORY NOTE 
. 

I AM indebted to the editor of The Listener for 
permission to reprint Chapters I to II o( this · 

book, which have already appeared in that journal. 
A number of alterations and revisions have been made · 
in nearly all of the chapters as here reprinted, more 
especially in Chapters I to 4· Chapters 4 and 9 have 
been rewritten in part to meet certain criticisms which 
were made by residents in China after publication in 
The Listener. The final essay is now published for the 
first time. 

R. P. 
February 1937 
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